YIYYYTO VT Carol McCoy To: Jim C Woods/DENVER/NPS@®NPS, Lisa Norby/DENVERINPS@NPS, Pat

¥ -« '
) 0'Dell/DENVERINPS@NPS, Edward Kassman/DENVER/NPS@NPS
—f@" 05/08/02 09:53 AM MDT cc: Dave Shaver/DENVERINPS@NPS, (occ: Linda Dansby/SANTAFEINPS)
AI x Subject: Re: Conference Call this week re:Comments on BNP - Lemon Seed EA

FYI--Contrary to my first impression, the park needs only very limited assistance from GRD on responding to the comments. Thus, your
help won’t be needed on the call this Tuesday. So you know, | did participate on a conference call an Friday with Rob Eaton, the park,
and Linda to discuss the game plan for responding to the comments. The park has asked me to help them respond to the comments re:
impairment. Other than that they are not loaking for help from GRD.

YIVYYTCVIYYTY Carol McCoy To: Chris TurkiDENVER/NPS@NPS
“b : 0'DelliDENVERINPS@NPS, Edward Kassman/DENVER/NPS@NPS
e X easiin Subject: Re: BNP - Lemon Seed EA CommemsEl
Hi, Chris:-

Since others at this end may want ta sit in, would you call us at 303/887-6996 (our “fish bowl” conference room). Thanks!! Given that
Ken said the call will be at 3:000n CST we'll expect your call at 2:00pm MST on Tuesday, September 10th.

Carol

Chris Turk

Chris Turk Ta: Carol McCoy/DENVER/NPS@NPS

08/05/02 02:36 PM MDT ) ec:
Subject: Re: BNP - Lemon Seed EA Comments

Chris Turk, NPS-IMDE-PE

Regional Environmental Quslity Coordinator
Phone: 303-969-2832

Fax:  303-869-2644

Ken McMullen To: Chris TurkIDENVERINPS@NPS

09/05/2002 03:00 PM PDT ¢t i
Subject: Re: BNP - Lemon Seed EA Dommen(sEl

Chris: Qur number is 361-949-8173/ext. 222. Linda Dansby says for you to call her at her number, nat Rob's. | Look forward to some
stimulating conversation. Ken
Chris Turk
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Chris Turk To: Ken McMallenlPAISINPS@NPS

09/05/02 09:11 AM MOT 1 .
Subject: Re: BNP - Lemon Seed EA Commen(sD

Actually, [ can confergnce up to 6, so why don't you give me your number and ['ll call you and others.

Chris Turk, NPS-IMDE-PE

Regional Environmental Quality Coordinator
Phone: 303-968-2832

Fax:  303-969-2644

Ken McMullen

Ken McMullgn To: Chris Turk/DENVERINPS@NPS

09/05/2002 09:50 AM PDY cc .
Subject: Re: BNP - Lemon Seed EA CommemsEI

We will call you as | am told we are limited on the number of parties we can conference (2). Ken
Chris Turk

Chris Turk To: Ken McMullen/PAISINPS@NPS
09/05/02 08:39 AM MDT ec: Chris Turk/OENVERINPS@NPS, Linda Dansby/SANTAFEINPS, Peter
Dratch/FTCOLLINSINPS@NPS
Svhject: Re: BNP - Lemon Seed EA CommentsEj

That works fine for me. Will you call us, or do you want me to round everyone up? Llinda, will you see if Rob wants to join us?

Chris Turk, NPS-IMDE-PE

Regional Environmental Quality Coardinator
Phone: 303-569-2832
Fax:  303-969-2644

Ken McMullen

Ken McMullen To: Chris Turk/DENVERINPS@NPS

09/05/2002 09:04 AM PDT ce:
Subject: Re: BNP - Lemon Seed EA Comments[)

Chris: I think that will work for us here. Lets shoot for the afternoon, say 3:00 p.m, CST on Tuesday, Sept. 10? Let me know if that will
work for you. Ken
Chris Turk

Chris Turk To: Ken McMulien]PAISINPS@NPS
09/04/02 04:20 PM MDT cc: Carol McCoy/DENVERINPS@NPS, Peter Oratch/FTCOLLINS/NPS@NPS
Subject: Re: BNP - Lernon Seed EA Commen(sEl

DTN 832



I'm unavailable for a conference call until Tuesday, Sept 10, but | would really like 10 participate. Any chance you could maybe identify
the substantive comments, draft a few sentences on how you think we might respond, and then we could talk about that on Tuesday?

Chris Turk, NPS-IMDE-PE

Regional Environmental Quality Coardinator
Phone: 303-369-2832

Fax:  303-969-2644

Ken McMullen

Ken McMullen To: Pater Dratch/FTCOLLINS/NPS@NPS, Carol McCoy/DENVERINPS@NPS, Chris

09/04/2002 04:30 PM PDT Turk/DENVER/NPS@NPS
cc:

Subject: BNP - Lemon Seed EA Comments

Hello: | am sending along the most substantial letters or comments we received on the Lemon/Leman Seed EA

for the proposed BNP gas drilling project at PAIS. We are thinking there are five topics that need to be addressed:

Seasonal Closure alternative, Visitor Experience (clarification of numbers), number of truck trips per day, soundscape analysis,
and NPCA's comment that the EA is deficient in analysis of impacts and an EIS is required. | am looking for any feedback on these
topics related to NPCA’s comments (they seem to represent all other comments from the other groups), and what we need to consider in
developing the NPS response. | think we can answer them quickly and effectively, and that an EIS is not required. | propose to have a
conference call with Linda Oansby, Rob Eaton, and hopefully you (or a representative) this Friday, say 10 a.m. CST. | will then draft up
our response and pass back through you all for editing and finalizing. | think we can target areas of review for all concerned during the
conference call, so that we are nat all writing on the same {or all) issues. Please let me know if you can participate in the call on Friday
as response time with review is short {or should he). Thank you for your continued help with this “intense” issue. Ken Mc

W] W

L- LS Comments Take2 NPCA.doc JFrench EAcomments.doc Sierra Comments on LemonEA2 Fin.doc
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Ken McMullen To: Chris Turk/kDENVER/NPS@NPS, Peter
) Dratch/FTCOLLINS/NPS@NPS, Linda Dansby/SANTAFE/NPS@NPS,
G 1W02 01:39 PM PDT Carol McCoy/DENVER/NPS @NPS, Jock Whitworh/PAIS/NPS @ NPS
cC:
Subject:

Here is what we have done on NPS responses to date. | hope we can use these for our 3p.m. conterence
call today. These are first shots and the table needs to be filled out with short answers/reter to response #
XX, etc. | look forward to talking with you all on this. Call Jock’s extension at 222. Soon, Ken

]

DritLemon Responses02.do
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COMMENTS

NATIONAL PARKS CONSERVATION ASSOCIATION
COMMENTS ON THE (REVISED) ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT FOR THE
BNP PETROLEUM CORPORATION LEMON/LEMON SEED UNIT WELLS NO. 1-
10008 AND NO. 1-1008S IN PADRE ISLAND NATIONAL SEASHORE, TEXAS
AUGUST 26, 2002

Superintendent

Padre Island National Seashore
P.Q. Box 181300

Corpus Christi, Texas 78480

Dear Superintendent Whitworth:

The National Parks Conservation Association {NPCA) once again thanks you for the
opportunity to comment on the Environmental Assessment (EA) for the BNP Pewoleum
Corporation {BNP) Lemon/Lemen Seed Unit Wells No. 1-1000S and No. 1-10088
within the Padre Island National Seashore, Texas. As you know, NPCA is a private,
non-profit advocacy organization dedicated to protecting, preserving, and enhancing the
UJ.S. National Park System. Founded in 1919, NPCA has over 350,000 members, with
over 16,000 members in Texas.

NPCA submitted comrments en the adequacy of the first Lemon-Lemon Seed Unit
Wells EA on May 26, 2002. We therefore respecifully request that those comments be
made part of the current administrative record for BNP's application on the
Lemon/Lemon Seed Unit Wells.

NPCA recognizes that BNP holds the subsurface mineral interests in the area and that
congressional legislation enabling the National Seashore recapinized these valid,
existing interests. Honvpver, we balleve that the Nathomal Park Service | NFSTagain ha

mot provided the public sufficient isformation in the EA o qualify the tmpacts of th

1
prsposal and o deterimine wletbier these ampacts saosuld or ol men resall in

sipmi ficant adverse environmetal vnpact of resoll in the imparment of park resi

ind valies

RESPONSES

1. 1. The information presented in the Environmenta
Assessment for the Lemon/Lemon Seed Well Drilling Program
(EA), aiong with the analysis of impacts and the assessment of
affects for the proposed action is sufficient to determine that an
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is not required. The Qil
and Gas Management Plan and EIS completed in February 2000,
from which this EA is tiered, adequately addresses the expected
impacts of drilling within Padre Island National Seashore for up to
17 natural gas well scenarios. The Record of Decision {ROD)
gdocuments that significant impacts would not oceur at those
levels. Thresholds set in the Final EIS and ROD were established
and were compared to the Lemon/Lemon Seed EA for current
natural gas activities and are found to be well below the impact
thresholds outlined in the Oil and Gas Management Plan FEIS.
Therefore the completed EA for the Lemon/Lemon Seed Well
Drilling incorporated applicable impact analysis and mitigation
measures found in the EIS, and the EA presented adequate
alternatives for the action. It is found that the action, approved
with mitigation measures and conditions of approval, will not
cause impairment to the resources or park values of Padre Island
NS. Compliance with environmental laws and regulations, Texas
permitling requirements, etc., was completed in the developrment
of the LemoniLemon Seed EA. Concurrence from U.S, Fish and
Wildlife Service and the Texas Historical Commission, for
Endangered Species Act and Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act respectively, was obtained. NPS non-federal Oil
and Gas Regulations (38 CFR 9B) were followed, and DO-12
NEPA procedures were completed, so the action is deemed
appropriate under those guidetines.

Response to Commaents on EA covering BNP's Plan of Operations for the Lemon/Lemon Seed Unit Wells No. 1-1005 and 1-1008S
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Based on the analysis contained within the current EA and upon on the Park Service’s
responsibilities under its Organic Act, General Authorities Act and Redwoads Act
Amendments, and it responsibility for public disclosure under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). we see no recourse other than the agency’s
adoption of Alternative A—The No Action Alternative-—ather than the decision to
prepare a more thorough Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the proposed
undertaking. This is because the current EA still fails to address other reasonabie
alternatives to the timing {i.e., seasonality) of drilling activities and ignores or contains
fleeting references w potentially significant but unmitigable environmental impacts to,
among ather things, endangered species and the experience of visitors to the Seashore.

Because Padre Island is a National Seashore—and the only National Seashore on the
Gulf Coast of Texas—the public requires better assurances that its natural seashore will
not be impaired. Alternative A—the “No Action™ Alternative—is not only the
environmentally preferred alternative as identified by NPS in Section 2.4, it is also the
alternative that is most consisient with the purposes of a National Seashore and NPS
principles of good stewardship.

Pg 2
NPCA’s claim that an EIS is necessary for this undertaking is based upon the fact that

potentially significant impacts from BNP’s drilling and production from the
Lemon/Lemon Seed Unit Wells would indeed result from implementation of the NPS

Preferred Alternative (i.e., the Proposed Action). Anl, compled witly the comulative

Tk [ |--|'"|-'||I weenar s desenbed o the BaA That ss Coampresed ol Use dey lans i
produceenn of o least 17 adodamonal msteral pas sells wilhion the Matwonal Seashore, il 1s
MNPCA s ppdnion that such ofl and pas activery will mon be abde v avead sdverse smpac
1oy the endangered Bemp's madkey e todle or 10 the experignce of the mony people tho
visil the Beashore, Without more explicit documentation that these impacts are clearly

beiow the threshold of significance, the NPS has no choice but to either adopt the “No
Action” Alternative or to make a decision to prepare an EIS on the proposed
Lemon/Lemon Seed Unit wells.

Our spectfic camments follow.

RESPONSES

2. Please refer to response item #1 above. Further, the U.S. Fish and

Wildlife Service concurred that the drilling activity is “not likely 1o

adversely affect” any of the 10 Federally listed species. Given past ,
numbers of nesting sea turtle activity, the imposed mitigation .
measures and operating reguirements, and the past history of vehicle

use of the seashore within the Padre [sland NS, the risk of adversely

impacting the species is negligible (See page 80 and 81 of

Lemon/Lemon Seed EA).

Response to Comments on EA covering BNP's Plan of Operations for the Lemon/Lemon Seed Unit Wells No. 1-100S and 1-1008S

2



100N

1E

(LR

COMMENTS
hoes Nod Addres;

hilling Actiaiies
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The Kemp ridley’s sea turtle is a federally endangered species—the only such species
that NPS has specific responsibilities assigned by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
{USFWS) in terms of a Recovery Plan for Padre Island National Scashore. At a
minimum, the EA must include alternatives that analyze well drilling activities outside
of the nesting season for Kemp’s ridley. To not include such alternatives is contrary 10
the objectives of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Endangered
Species Act, and NPS” own guidelines for implementing NEPA (i.e., NPS-12).

The EA does not adequately discuss the total amount of potential truck traffic resulting
from routine drilling operations in addition to scenarios where water would have 10 be
hauled from the park’s fire hydrant, from the existing Dunn-Muordock well, and where
drilling mud and excess liquids would be transported by truck out of the park. As such,
NPCA views the analysis in the EA 10 be flawed as it currently acks an adequate
accounting of the total potential for truck traffi¢ along the Gulf Beach. Further, when
viewed in this light, NPCA believes that NPS will be unable 1o justify allowing BNP 1o
conduct well drilling operations during the sea turtle nesting season based on an
apparent inability 10 actively schedule and monitor this extensive level of truck waffic.
Without adequate reassurance in the EA and accounting from NPS that it has the
manpower and resources 1o conduct such monitoring, we believe that the analysis in the
EA 10 support its comention is flawed and that the potential to adversely impact sea
turtles is extremely high and, thus, contrary 10 NPS resource protection mandates,
NEPA. and the Endangered Species Act.

Given that the two most controversial and potentially significant issucs associated with
the proposed undertaking include project effects on the endangered Kemp ridley’s sea
turtle during the nesting/haichling season and on the experience of visitors during the
peak summer visilation to the Seashore, the NPS is required under NEPA and its own
policies to inciude a full-blown aliernative—to be discussed in comparable detail 10 that
of the Proposed Action and No Action Aliernative—that addressed these critical and
controversial issues. The fact that the EA is limited to only 1wo alternatives, with one
being the action proposed by BNP ang the other being

RESPONSES

3. The Seasonal Closure Alternative was addressed and assessed for its
impacts and feasibility (see page 31 of EA). As discussed on page 31, there
are several reasons why the seasonal closure is not felt to be an acceptable
alternative. Examining the history of natural gas drilling here on Padre
Island NS, and most recently the last three gas wells developed on and
adjacent to the park, the average time frame for drilling and well completion
is around 4 months. To allow only 5 months for an operator to complete a
well is an extremely tight schedule, and does not allow for any kind of
extended operatiaon if a drill bit is broken or stuck, or any of the other
unforeseen, but not always predictable, breakdowns or delays (weather,
accidents, compliance issues, etc.). Further, the impacts to other Federally
listed species that utilize the Gulf shoreline or Laguna Madre, like the Piping
Plover, Least Tern, Eastern Brown Pelican, etc.. as important summer or
wintering grounds must be considered. For example, Padre Island NS hosts
over half the known population of Piping Plovers for over 9 months of the
year (Blacklock personal communication, 2002). This use is typically as a
spring/summer migrant or for wintering habitat, with highest numbers
occurring August through December. To limit oil and gas traffic to the
winter months could place greater stress and cause detrimental impacts on
this threatened species. The policy of the National Park Service is to not
single species manage. especially where federally listed species are involved.
We feel the EA provides feasible alternatives and addresses all concerns
relative to wildlife and species habitat protection, while allowing mineral
rights 1o be honored.

In looking at the seasonal closure alternative, it was determined that

« increases in heavy truck traffic would occur because of the limited drilling
. window. In order to maximize efficiency and to utilize the entire open

period, multiple dnill rigs could be deployed in order 1o drill multiple targets.
This would increase impacts from heavy traffic not only on birds, but also on
the visitor. Instead of a limited number of twenty round trips per day, the
number allowed may have to be raised to handle the additicnal needs.
Therefore, this alternative was considered not feasible due to increased
impacts on protected wildlife, seashore habitat. and the visitor experience.
For a conservative view, it is still expected that over 95,000 people will use
the seashore cach vear for recreational purposes, below the five-mile marker,

Respense to Comments on EA covering BNP's Plan of Operations for the Lemon/Lemon Seed Unit Wells No. 1-100S and 1-1008S
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“No Action,” is evidence enough that NPS has failed to take a hard look at a reasonable
range of alternatives 1o the proposed action. Significant NEPA case law exists to date
that supports our contention that NPS has failed, in this case, 1o take a hard look at a
reasonable range of altermatives in the Lemon/Lemcon Seed Unit EA. This severe
oversight on the part of NPS must be corrected before any approval of the subject EA;
otherwise, it would not be difficult 1o demonstrate that such a decision was arbitrary,
capricious, and an abuse of discretion.

Further, without the inclusion of a seasonal drilling closure allernative in the EA, Lhe
NPS has failed the public by not providing an extremely valuable ool that clearly
demonstrates the environmental tradeoffs associated with a seasonal closure for the
drilling phase of proposed natural gas operations. We think, if viewed in full light and
compared with the other two “alternatives,” that an alternative that addressed a seasonal
drilling closure would have clear envirgnmental agvantages over the current “Proposed
Action.” The only downfall we sce to this new aliernative is that it may require BNP 10
be more expeditious with respect to the drilling of its gas wells, but a five-month
window each year in which to do so does not seem unreasonable.

Thus, the faulty argument used by NPS to dismiss detailed analysis of a seasonal
drilling closure {cited on page 31 of the EA) gives the appearance that NPS is more
concerned with the economic costs to BNP for the drilling phase of the project as
opposed to the environmental costs of drilling during the nesting season for Kemp's
ridley, which corresponds with the time of highest public visitation. Indeed, the EA
clearly states that if drilling were allowed 1o occur only during a five-month window
from October through February that: “The public would not be subjected to the type of
raffic volume during high visitation periods, and the risk of crushing or impacting
nesting sea turtles, their nests, or any hatchlings left on the beach would be somewhat
reduced” {emphasis added by NPCA for reasons explained below).

It appears that the EA was wrmten inan aftempl i nsbead the pabhe abour fe T

envaroivmentl Benefins of i seisomal lesure o del g i Ll the gt o &ea

somewhar reduced™ a5 o resull of a seasoml closune an drilling
the fact iha

Padre lsland beaches Tom the months of Ceraber thn

turfles woulkd b

entoe@lly | g e mdley s sen lethes would rarely, 1 ever, visi

WL s, il the BEA

preaenied i honest portrayal of e s rrialive ol woikld be

rewarded 1o stare thot impacts (o Kemp's cidiey sea tociles woubd be all bl

eliminatied And any pliysical disturbaice {e.g., deep tire ruts un e beach thit could
preclude turtle movement to the base of dunes, compaction of sands along foredunes) to

RESPONSES

4. Recreational use is an important impact that we must weigh when

assessing the true impacts of heavy trucks on the seashore. Limiting the
number of vehicles on the Gulf shoreline is a good idea, but restricting only
the large trucks does not accomplish full resource protection. Removing oil
and gas wruck traffic will not “eliminate” the risk of impacts on the Kemp’s
ridley and other sea turtle species, it would only “reduce” the potential
impact as there is still a vast majority of public vehicle use on the beach
during the nesting season.

In addition, there is still the need to allow trucks to service and maintain
existing facililies at three or more sites. Access must be allowed for those
trucks in order 1o comply with existing plans of operation and 10 safeguard
localized resources from spills and possible site contamination from
overflow of stored fluids (saltwater and condensates). A seasonal closure

would not allow for this imporiant maintenance operation and envirenmenial
safeguard.

Response to Comments on EA covering BNP’s Pian of Operations for the Lemon/Lemon Seed Unit Wells No. 1-100S and 1-10085
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their potential nesting areas could be easily rehabilitated before the onset of the March
15 nesting season.

Further, the alarmist statement in the EA that “A seasonal closure may also require that
the drilling rig(s) 1o be (sic) demobilized and moved repeatedly up and down the
beach...” {emphasis by NPCA} is a complete distartion of the possible outcome of a
seasonal closure (o drilling. Such a scenario may or it may not require such activily. In
the case that it were, a drill rig would be required to move only if drilling of a particular
well were not completed within the five-month time period and would be allowed to
return to the drill site upon the end of the seasonal closure, 11 is NPCA's opinion that
this “repeated’” movement of drilling rigs outside the nesting season for Kemp ridley’s
would—only under a scenario made feasible by improper drill planning on the part of
BNP—-be highly preferred over the indiscriminate movement of drill rigs

Pg 4

and attendant truck traffic during the drilling stage THROUGHOUT each nesting
season for g possible period of UP TOQ 13 vears (i.e.. for the up to |7 wells identified
under the EA’s reasonably foreseeable development scenario). To give the impression
that the repeated movement of drilling rigs would result in a disproportionate and
adverse impact on resources at the Seashore as compared to a seasonal drilling closure
alternative is outrageous at the least and rresponsible at the most.

Text in the EA that dismisses further discussion of # seasonal drilling closure alternative
even goes so far as to say "Even though there are added benefits ta sea turtles and
summer visitors. the potential for greater impacts due ta heavier cencentration of oil

and gas activities created by the seasonal window outweighed the potential benefits.”
This claim is totally unsupported in the EA. The reality is that there are several
environmental advantages (already mentioned in this comment letier, above) to
concentrating the impact of drilling-related beach traffic during a five-month window
when Kemp ridley sea turtles are not present at the Seashore.

The EA further adds to its erroneous and misleading characterization of the seasonal
drilling closure alternative by stating “Such a closure...may not allow for natural
recovery of the beach and associaied access routes between operations.” This is
completely unsupported speculation on a topic that is well within the authority of NPS
1o regulate and thus misleads the reader into assuming that NPS could not direct BNP o
recontour beach access routes to their natural grade and appearance. And whether or
not NPS would direct BNP 1o reclaim/recontour beach access routes after each season
of drilling. a seasonal drilling closure alternative certainly would be preferable 10 up

105 years of unhampered and unreclaimed beach access routes. Thus, NPS appears (o

Response to Comments on EA covering BNP’s Plan of Operations for the Lemon/Lemon Seed Unit Wells No. 1-100S and 1-10085
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be throwing its hands up to the benefit of BRI before even trying Lo exert its
discretionary authority over BNP's aggressive drilling schedule.

The final clue that demonstrates the EA’s inherent bias toward avoiding detailed
analysis of a alternative for a seasonal drilling closure is the last paragraph on page 31
that invokes, without substantial support, the claim that such an alternative was
dismissed because of “the potential impact to Piping Plovers and
other...shorebirds...associated with more frequent or repeated mobilization of the
drilling rig and associated equipment.” Where did this supposed tradeoff come inio the
equation? The Piping Plover. although o fedesally threntened species. does pot have the

el of pny @stabilished Ot W Hnhiiae oot E 1N THEE Of |'\II'- -|'\l e ITHIVEMEDT ol
deilling-redaed equipment (no federally lsted species do} and the EA remmins unchea
Firw The pcdded rivel o I equipment nlong 1he hieach would disprnpcrtiomn '='_|:. aHect thi
species. Thus, the reader is lead 10 assume that this somehow outweighs the potential
for crushing of Kemp's ridley sea turtles—a federally endangered species and the onty
such species in the Seashore for which the NPS has responsibilities under the species
Recovery Plan—or their nests from unrestricied year-round access provided under the
Proposed Action.

The EAs comclusion of “m e feet™ to fedeeally lsted theatened and endangered
pecies does nod appear based g fommal consaliaion with the U5 Fish ond Wik
Service. The EA (page 67) mentions the fact that NPS prepared and submitied a
Biulogical Assessment to the USFWS, who concurred on July 22, 2002, with the NPS®
determination that with the application of mitigation measurcs, the proposed action
“would (sic) ‘not likely to adversely affect’” the species or suitable habitat of the
species evaluated in (Section 3.9 of} the current EA. Thus, the

Pg 5

EA is inadequate in that it fails to include copies of either the Biological Assessment or
the response from USFWS. The omission of these documents in the EA begs the
question as to which mitigation measures the USFWS apparently were referencing. Are |
these the exact same ones contained in the current EA? The omission of the BA as an |
attachment or appendix to the EA is even more glanng in light of the fact that the

present EA does inciude bath a Statement of Findings for Executive Order 11990
(Protection of Wetlands) and a Statement of Findings for Floodplains. [n order to be J
consistem with Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, it is NPCA’s understanding

that the current EA must incorporate the findings of the USFWS in the form of a
Biological Opinion. which is not mentioned in the current EA. ‘

RESPONSES

5. Please refer to response #3 above for clarification on this comment.

6. The NPS, as the land management agency, has the decision to
request formal or informal consuftation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife

{ Service (USFWS) based on a variety of sources and expert opinions,

biological data, and historical information. This information was
presented to the USFWS in a Biological Assessment. The USFWS
has the decisicn to concur with informal consultation, or require
formal consultation. Based on the nesting data, history of the ail and
gas program at Padre Island NS, and based on the potential to affect
the sea turtle, and other listed species, the USFWS agreed to
informal consultation and concurred with the NPS assessment that
the proposed action was not likely to adversely affectthe sea
turties, or the other endangered or threatened species found at Padre
Island NS.

The National Park Service does not normally provide Biclogical
Assessment (BA) to the public in order to safeguard sensitive
information relative to listed species, and to reduce the potential of
inappropriate harassment or taking of these species based on
information held within the BA. That is why the BA was not attached
1o the Environmental Assessment. (Is thera somelning more 1hal
Peter Dratch or Chris Turk might wanl 1o add 19 this responsat)

Response to Comments on EA covering BNP's Plan of Operations for the Lemon/Lemon Seed Unit Wells No. 1-100S and 1-10085
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NP3’ conclusion in the subject EA that the Preterred Alternative would not have the
potential to adversely affect Kemp’s ridley or other sea turtles is also not supported in
the EA. As an example of the threat that is posed by such traffic, the acting regional
director of NPCA's southwest regional office was escorted along the Gulf Beach by
Padre Island National Seashore’s superintendent on April 5, 2002, to view well drilling |
activities by BNP at the Dunn-Murdock site (beach mile 15). While enroute to the well
site, both these individuals witnessed BNP's water hauling contractor exceeding the
posted 25 m.p.h. speed limit and driving within the surf zone—both of which were
actions in violation of BNP’s existing permit for its Dunn-Murdock No. 1 gas well.
Given that this infraction occurred during the sea turtle’s known nesting period, it was
entirely possible that such flagrant violation of BNP's permit could have resulted in
injury or mortality to the endangered Kemp's ridley. As no NPS monitar was present
along the beach immediately in front of this particular water truck, it further appears
that the agency is unable to adequately monitor the enormous amount of truck traffic
that could result from the current Lemon/Lemon Seed well proposal.

Furthermore, given that the EA does not include the Biclogical Assessment, the public
is unable 1o verify that this agency received adequate data on the number of potential
truck trips along the Gulf Beach (from both the current praposal and cumulative
development) and, thus, an almlity to assess potential impact 1o the endangered Kemp
ridley’s sea turtle. As such, the NPS decision in the EA that the Preferred Alternative
would not impact threatened or endangered species appears 1o have been made without
thorough and adequate consultation with USFWS.

The EA provides additional erroneous data (page 80) by omitting some key words that
makKe it appear that truck traffic associated with the prapased well drilling is much
lower than actually stated elsewhere in the EA. This text specific to potential project
impacts for Kemp’s ridley states that truck traffic “would range from a low of 4 to a |
maximum of 20, with 13 trips being the project average over the busicst four months.™ |
The key words missing here are ‘truck trips per day,” which is the actual expecied level |
of truck traffic as shown in Table 3 (page 16) of the EA. This further calls into question |
whether NPS forwarded the proper data on truck traffic to USFWS when that agency '
reporiedly concurred with the NPS® determination of “not likety to adversely affect” I
threatened or endangered species. i
]
|
|

Another significani misrepresentation provided in the EA occurs on page 81, and states
“Drilling of the Lemon/Lemon Seed Unit wells would occur outside of the Kemp’s
ridley nesting season.” One would wish this were a true statement for this and each of
the 17 additional wells under the cumulative development scenaric. The sad fact is that
this is the only such textin the EA that

Response to Comments on EA covering BNP's Plan of Operations for the Lemon/Lemon Seed Unit Wells No. 1-100S and 1-1008S
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references any consideration to undertake the Proposed Action autside the nesting
season for Kemp's ridley. Consequently, at mest it represents wishful thinking on the
part of NPS as the current proposal does not allow the agency to limit the timing of
proposed drilling. It further reinforces the question as 10 whether USFWS was given
adequate data from NPS from which to make an informed determination of affect on
this endangered species.

Table 10, Summary of Impact by Species, appears to have a series of typos under
Alternative B: Proposed Action for the Kemp's ridley sea turtle. The text there reads
that the “Lemon/Lemon Seed Unit wells would not be drilled, resulting in no new
impacts on sea turtles” (emphasis NPCA's). The remainder of the text in this column
reads verbatim from that under Alternative A: No Action, s0 it appears that this text was
cut-and-pasted without begin revised to reflect impacts under the current proposal.

Analysis of impacts 1o visitor experience as a result of the Preferred Alternative is
inadequate. The current EA lacks adequate data 1o form the basis for the conclusion
that the Preferred Aliernative would not adversely affect the experience of visitors 10
Padre Island National Seashore. Given that 12.5 miles of the most heavily visited
portion of the Gulf beachfront along ihe National Seashore would experience
approximately 1,500 roundtrips by pickup trucks and large trucks over four-month
period {one-third of which fall inio the latter category, Table 3 of EA), it is hard to
imagine that such constant traffic along the beach would not significantly and adversely
affect the experience of Seashore visitors.

Coupled with a cumulative development scenario of up 10 17 future wells, the potential
is great for large amoums of heavy traffic to occur along the entire Gulf Beach aver the
course of many years (up to 15). The EA4 ks ol 1he

s o and
fil3

VISIHIC BAPCMENCE IRSHE a5 10 refithes 10 3uen ek tealte

I B '-'.!5" FTRHE LN 1 aEny

experience of visitar 10 the National Seashose nateid appeans 1o

trempt for obfuscmle this very importan gl i i series of seierseis that feve

directly mddrezs the
The EA completely 1gnores the fact that many National Seashore visitors arrive at Padre
[sland carrying with them an expectation of a visit that will be dominated primarily by
natural sights and sounds. No doubt that the presence of truck traffic along many miles
of the Gulf Beach during well drilling and production operations will come as a shock
to many Seashore visitors and create conflicts with visitors sharing the beach driving
carridor. Missing in the EA is any discusgsion or informal survey resulis about the
expectations of visitors, the reasons they visit the Seashore, their attitudes regarding
heavy truck traffic along the beach, and the potential for such use and traffic conflicts.

RESPONSES

7. On page 17 ol the EA, the NPS discusses use i water for drilling, gives
‘ options and worst-case scenario for acquiring water. The additional drilling
of a water well a1 the Lemon wel! site, is justified by the amount of traffic it
will eliminate. The 0.5-acre increase in the well pad was to accommodate
additional storage capacity for liquids and cutting. The additional storage
gives BNP flexibility in scheduling truck traffic. Both of these options allow
BNP 10 work within the mitigation stipulations of no night traffic and 20
round trips per day for larger trucks, equipment and commercial vehicles.

In 1999, the NPS, based on USGS assessment of remaining oil and gas

resources beneath Padre Tsland National Seashore, formulated a hypothetical

reasonably foreseeable development {RFD} scenario. The RFD scenario

provides a means for estimating potential acres of surface disturbance and

analyzing site-specific impacts for the various environments. The

Reasonable Foreseeable Development Scenario used follows:
Following a 3-D seismic survey over the entire park, only 6 exploratory
wells would be drilled inside Padre Island National Seashore at separate
sites. Of these 6 wells, 2 would be dry holes and would be immediately
plugged and the sites reclaimed. Each of the remaining 4 wells wouid
produce a given field. Of the 4 wells. adding more wells to each
exploratory well in order o fully develop each of the 3 fields would
further develop 3. The 4™ well, would be the only well to develop the 4
field. Therefore, of the 12 wells drilled, 10 would be placed in
production over the next 30 years.

To simplify describing potential impacts, it was decided to evaluate full field

development for cach hypothetical 6-development field. This
| increased the number of proposed wells to be drilled in the RFD
from 12 to 18. {5-5}

Since the RFD is a hypothetical [best gucss] scenario, it is mentioned as
contributing to cumulative effects, but not in specifics as if they were
actually in the process of working of even proposed wells. The RFD number
of wells is also used as the NPS target thresholds to reevaluate the Q&G/EIS,
20040.

Response to Comments on EA covering BNP's Plan of Operations for the Lemon/Lemon Seed Unii Wells No. 1-100S and 1-10088
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Without such information, the EA matter-of-factly s1ates that such raffic “could last for
up to £41 days™ and then quickly concludes that the Preferred Alternative would not

adversely affect the visitor experience.
ymceenl al ruck tralls

tihe BA s jectiom of the s
ETHIN Mee

1w which 4 lorm the A% 0 the

% s

v fhe Lfe of the Lemond wislls and the cumuinlive

Elep Ml Scenir I e lastin that trad b

resalteme Trom the Preferred Adllernotive will oot adyerse vallect the visior experience

vewtr The lone lerm

[ndeed, the EA (page 102) acknowledges that such cumulative impacts would result in
“short 10 Jong-term, minor to moderate adverse impacts...on visitor use and experience”
but nowhere does it specify what these impacts might be nor does the EA provide any
mitigation measures for what

Pg 7
would clearly be a significant impact 10 the experience of over 95,000 annual visitors

(18% of wtal annuval visitors, as cited on page 98) that traverse beyond Little Shell
Beach, which extends from mile marker 6 to 9. Thus, the shear number of visitors who

are likely experience this heavy on-beach traffic is staggering! " “er the LA
ippparenlly relics on annual visiation doty framea P9ST study that sienificantly under
rEpresents currenl Seashore visiaton ar i Somtams i mportianl esmssion Tor the
catimats of people who recrzme on the Ciall Shoreline of South Bench eseh oy
described in the second o lasi pacageapls o g JR

Nonetheless, the EA fails to acknowledge that a lot of people travel and recreate along
this narrow strip of beach and that there invariably would be many, if not a majority, of
these visitors whose Seashore experience would be adversely affected by encounters
with the cited average daily 13 to 20 trucks each day that would traverse the beach for
12.5 miles both coming and going to the well location (i.e, in essence, 26 to 40 passes
each day).

Given that the purpose of Padre [siand National Seashore is “to save and preserve, for
purposes of public recreation, benefit and inspiration, a portion of the diminishing
seashore of the United States that remains undeveloped” (EA, page 1} itis
unreasonable for the EA (o assume that this incredible level of Gulf Beach traffic—for
months on end—would not adversely affect public recreation or convey the impression
of a seashore that is not developed. To the contrary, it is only reasonable that the EA
would conclude that the NPS “impairment” standard for recreational uses would be
exceeded by such traffic. Yet the conclusion section that states “No impairment to

¢y visitor use and experience would result from impiementation of (the Proposed Action),”

G = = -
s

8. On page 16 of the EA, Tahli 3 shows that during a 117 day period 1,495
trucks raversed the Gulf beach and that 505 of these were escorted vehicles.
These numbers fall within the agreement of 20 round trips per day for
escorted vehicles. At 20 1rips a day that equals 140 trips per week, according
to the truck logs the peak week had 90 round trip truck trips. Caravanning
the vehicles reduces the “constant traffic” impression. Mitigation measures
and conditions of approval listed in the EA (Tables 4&3), reduce the impact
of the iruck traffic on the visitor experience. The limiting of ¢scorted trucks
10 20 round-trip per day was agreed upon by the USFWS, USGS, and NFS5,
and implemented by BNP. Our conclusion remains that the impacts are
minor to moderate given the volume of recreational traffic moving up and
down the beach.

In the EA, page 5, it states that the Weekly Number of Oil and Gas
Vehicles Driving of the Gulf beach to access the Dunn-Murdock well
location at Yarborough Pass was provided to project the expected level of
truck traffic for the Lemon wells. Each well is different and specific number
of trucks would be difficult 10 predict. Again the RFD scenario is for
general information not specifics. Traffic increases are associated with the
construction / drilling phases of the wells and will decrease as the well either
goes into production or plugged and abandoned, thus the decision that the
resulting truck traffic will not adversely affect visitor experience over the
long term.

9. You correctly point out a typofomission in that paragraph, ... “use
patterns, the park estimates approximately 527,800 people recreaie on the
Gulf shoreling of South Beach each...” The visitation figures are based on
2000 visitation records. and Ditton and Gramanon’s 1987 report. The report
is used for the patterns {percentage) of visitor use and distribution. These
percentages in conjunction with the visitation data were used 1o extrapolate
current visitor distribution. The number of visitors using the beach may be
“staggering”, but the number of oil and gas related traffic is minimal in
comparison (95,000 / 1,500).

On page 99 of the EA, there is a discussion of the expected impacts upon the
visitor, *...expected 1o be from viewing the increased truck traffic and being
subjected to the noise generated by the larger trucks.”

Respeonse to Comments on EA covering BNF’s Plan of Operations for the Lemon/Lemon Seed Unit Wells No. 1-100S and 1-1008S
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is completely unsupported—iespite significant data in the EA that would lead most
people to an opposite conclusion.

Using criteria found on page 3 of the EA for what NPS Management Policies define as
constituting “impatrment,’ it appears unfathomable to make the case—as is done
throughout the EA—that heavy Gulf Beach traffic associated with drilling of the
LemorvLemon Seed Unit wells, and anticipated cumuiative development, would not
“preclude opportunities for enjoyment of the park.” If not the current proposal, then
what on earth would the NPS argue would preclude opportunities for public enjoyment
of the Seashore?

The Methadalogy description that precedes the analysis on impacts to visitor use and
experience defines a ‘moderate” ympact as one that “is readily apparent and/or will
affect some visitors.” Thus, the EA states (although indirectly) that truck traffic along
the Gulf Beach would be ‘readily apparent and/or will affect some visitors’ over a
timeframe that is defined as ‘long term.” But again, the EA does not state fow such
activity will adversely affect Seashore visitors or speculate as to how long. Thus, any
discussion of mitigating this clearly significant and adverse long-term effect is absent
and the reader is led to conclude that NPS belicves that visitors will just have to get
used to such heavy truck traffic over the next 15 years or so.

To be consistent with NEPA requirements and NPS mandates, the EA must first attempt
te qualify these impacts then lay out explicit measures to minigate them. If adequate
measurces 1o reduce such impacts 1o levels below significance cannot be found, NPS
would be required o either adopt the No Action Alernative or to prepare an EIS.

P8

The EA lacks adequate data from which to base conclusions about the project’s impact
10 natural quigt. The EAs one atlempt o provide data on expecied sound levels from
natural gas operations is wholly inadequate (Section 3.7, impacts to Natural
Soundscapes). |1 Althensgh it sturts by clearly stating that “the natueal guiet of Padre
lsland MNatuwmal Seashore coagirnhuies beavily o

the O s s weeiul miznswre ol backoronnd sounds.” these conceps nre guiekly throwr

i POSIHVE VISIOW eXpErIence, inid thitl
gl e meirbier gre invoked aeain in the subseguent Impact descusson (mote: L5 s no
0 winl of sownd measurement equivilent to the seneric term “decibel.” which is used

Else v lvere ofi e A lexd

13. As stated on page 58, under the Affected Environment section, L90 is
defined as the sound level (decibel) observed 90% of the time. Itis not a
unit of measurement but rather an indication of the maximum sound level
that would likely be heard most of the time. In other words, sound levels
would exceed this value less than 10% of the time.

Response to Comments on EA covering BNP’s Pian of Operations for the Lemon/Lemon Seed Unit Wells No. 1-100S and 1-1008S

10



INENTJOU o

3=

(&>
Lo
-y

o COMMENTS
e A ot 0T ey sta s T “Snutie Wevels coull ey S0 Fesbe o

the dreall v wvezn of s wagdely knsaw thod most deilll nes (Table £ sies only thn BSNEF

iEnjl b secure a guleler, digsel-glectric rig—il makes moorei] camnsitment b
capiable ol soaemd levels i exeass of 100 6o 1 10 decibels. 15, The BEA (urber stes thas
a0 AOH Feel Trovim the dorll 2, s lewvels wanild .||l|l|--|.'i| ||I'|-;I.= it Jevels 11t
Traar The surl) ranging froam 300w 45 decibels,” The EA thus makes po distinction
b ween Bumandvisibor per cpiion of the ot e, beckprmimd | noise levels of the
sur] versus noise levels resufting from comsiantly ranning mochinery such as a drill rig

Most studies of noise suggest that people who are recreating within natural environs are
much more irrttated at such machinery-1ype noises, which can readity be discerned over
the more natural ambient—and thus more pleasing—noise levels.

Monetheless, tee ofTering of & decibel runge a1 1300 figel froam the nig is ioully
stiperflucds; s page |4 of e EA siates Pihe well site winld be located approximotely
) Teed west of the Gull Beach.™ Thaes, the bocmtion of most setnn ) Seashove visito
wioniahel be 40 percent choser thon for where the locadion of the noise sstimmie is aiven in
e wraebvses Cwdncl o thos case, is the noese level 600 Teel of Tshoee, but 5400 pon 1 vl
n e pecepled LU0 convention). Given thal soond eftenuation principles do nesd fol los
e nathemuitscal models {the rule of thaimb s thal soands decregse by aboa
Ldecibels wiath each doubing of di=tancs from the nsise source 14l &, |5.-'_-"|'ill mui
retaficenshep b the B4 ihies comnpletely lacks dat thal can be psed 15 esnmale s

levels ws perceived by Seashore visnors. Consequently, the conclusion in the EA
(page G0 that “No impairment that 1o nawural soundscapes would result from
implementation of this alternative,” is made completely without support of the
necessary data and analysis. Particularly when the preceding statements acknowledge
that the current well proposal would result in “shon 10 long-term, negligible to
moderate, adverse impacis on natural soundscapes” (emphasis by NPCA). Yet no
mitigation measures are offered to ameliorate these idemified impacts other than the
possibility (but no commitment) to use a diesel-clectric rig.

R n— I r 5 i
| ne et EA 15 Darnher absent any |!II|I|'- Sl 01T ||-. e T 1 he

|
of ench swell

fromm the use of natral gas compressons during the estimated 20-viear Nile
Althcugh it is currently anknown whether indeed compressors would be necessary at
each well, it is reasonable 10 assume that multiple compressors would be necessary
under the cumulative development scenario of up to 17 wells. Yet the EA lacks any
discussion on expected noise levels from a hypothetical compressor and possibility of

their use is given only fleeting reference in Table 4 {number 33).

1B, The cureend EA and the previons EA also aie absen) any anal vses on ihe effects 1o
the visitor experience from the commaon venting of natural gas wells under 2 process
kncvwen is well “Blow down.™

SRR EXPCTHERC T
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1 14. The 90 decibel (dB) level was provided in the Plan of Operations for the

Lemon/Lemon seed well. This level is comparable to other compressor and
drilling rig sound levels provided by various sources. These sound levels are
listed below and include typical equipment utilized in the drilling of a well.

Diesel compressors and generators:
59.3 dB at 450 feer (Foch, 1998)

Less than 90 dB at 50 feet (EPA, 1974)
Less than 85 dB at 50 feet {(EPA, 1974)

Drilling rig:

70 dB at 200 feet, {Miccosukee 3-1 Exploratory Well, Broward County,
Florida, 1994)

80 dB near rig (Miccosukee 3-1 Exploratory Well, Broward County. Florida,
1994)

Diesel trucks:

Less than 95 dB at 50 feet (EPA, 1974)

92 dB at 25 feet (Miccosukee 3-1 Exploratory Well, Broward County,
Florida, 1994)

Based on these values, the NPS does not feel that the 90 dB level provided
by the operator was unrealistic and therefore considered it in the analysis of
impacis 1o the park’s natural soundscape. Furthermore, with the mitigation
measure of using a hospital muffler should reduce the sound levels by 10-40
dB depending on the sound frequency. (Beaird Jndustries, Shrevepont
Louisiana).

L5. As stated under the Affected Environment section on page 58, the sound levelst  re
observed on the beach are about 62 decibels 90% of the time. Based on research data that
& 5 dB reduction with a doubling of distance (Foch, 1998), sound levels produced from thi:
drilling operation should be near 55 dB on the beach. This sound level i§ less than the nat
sound level of 62 dB and should not affect the recreation experience on the beach.

16. See comments above. The NPS agrees that if a person visited the park
when the wind was not blowing and stood on top of a dune directly across
from the drilling location, that visitor may be able 1o hear the drilling rig.
However, given the wypical environmental conditions of daily southeast
winds averaging 12-15 mph and that most park visitors recreate on the Guif
beach portion of the park, which is located upwind of the proposed drilling

| peration, the impacts to park visitors are considerid negligible. In addition,

Response to Comments on EA covering BNP’s Plan of Operations for the Lemon/Lemon Seed Unit Wells No. 1-100S and 1-10088
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measures outlined in Tables 4 and 5 will be imposed by the NPS to mitigate
impacts to the park’s soundscape from this operation. These measures
include the use of a diesel electric drilling rig, use of hospital mufflers on
compressors, planting native vegetation to act as a noise screen, and the
elimination of truck traffic at night to name a few.

17. The NPS agrees that multiple compressors will likely be needed if 17
wells are placed into production in the future. The mitigation measure of
using hospital mufflers will reduce the level of impact to the park’s natural
soundscape. See comment 2 above. The park has required hospital mufflers
on all compressors used in the park and given available information, these
mufflers reduce sound levels by 10 10 40 dB depending on the frequency.
Current research data gathered at a park site utilizing a hospital muffler
indicates that sound levels are 59.3 dB nearly 450 feet away from a
compressor that is located more than 800 feet from the Gulf beach. Given
the low decibel levels associated with compressors equipped with hospital
mufflers and the fact that future well compressors will be located as far away
from the dune line as possible, the impacts to the park’s natural soundscape
will continue to be negligible.

Response to Comments on EA covering BNP's Plan of Operations for the Lemaon/Lemon Seed Unit Wells No. 1-100S and 1-1008S
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During the production phase, most natural gas wellheads must be continually vented
the aimosphere several times a week (or daily} to prevent the dangerous buildup of
formation pressures and condensation in the wellhead. This process, know as blow
down, forces tremendous pressure through a relatively small orifice that can often be
heard from distances of many miles—and sounds much like a jet engine. Assuming
that blow down events will be necessary throughout the expected 20-vear preduction
life of wells subject to the Lemon/Lemon Seed EA, the NPS must analyze the
probabihity of such occurrences, their impact on visitors and wildlife at the Seashore,
and provide adequate mitigation 1o ensure that the Preferred Alternative and cumulative
development of up to 17 additional wells will not adversely affect the visitor experience
and natural soundscape of Padre Tsland National Seashore.

In conclusion, NPCA views the existing EA as deficient in its analysis of potential
impacts and respectfully requests that NPS either adopt the No Action Alternative
(Alternative A) or immediately initiate a more detailed EIS for the proposed
undertaking. As currently proposed. the Park Service's approval of the Lemon/Lemon
Seed wells and potential cumulative development of up to 17 additional wells would
have a tremendous potential 1o result in both short-term and long-term impairment of
National Seashore resources and values. [t is our opinion that this federal undertaking
must be the subject of more comprehensive environmental analysis (i.e., an E1S)}—as
any decision by NPS to approve BNP’s current plan of operation as submitted could be
considered as arbitrary, capricious, and an abuse of discretion.

NPCA also encourages NPS 1o immediately a request a Biological Opinion from
USEWSE on this topic, as there is no evidence in the current analysis that adverse
impacts to endangered species such as Kemp's ridley sea turtle would be avoided under
the current Plan of Operation. Further, should the NPS not adopt the “No Action”
Alternative, NPCA recommends that the Biological Opinion and related documentation
from USFWS be attached as an appendix to the forthcoming EIS.

We again thank you for this opporiunity to comment on this controversial and highly
visible project. Itis our hope that BNP can work cooperatively with NPS and the public
to ensure that no significant impacts would occur within National Scashore as a result
of planned hydrocarbon development projects.

Sincerely,

18. The process of "blow down" and the reasons for doing it do not occur at
Padre {sland as part of routine operations. The impacts of such operations
are therefore not a consideration in this assessment.

Response to Comments on EA covering BNP's Plan of Operations for the Lemon/Lemon Seed Unit Wells No. 1-100S and 1-1008S
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Randall Rasmussen
Acting Director
National Parks Conservaiion Assoctalion
Southwest Regional Office

823 Gold Avenue, SW

Albuquerque, NM 87102

August 26, 2002

Lone Star Chapter of the Sierra Club

Comments w Padre [sland National Seashore, U.S. National Park Service

Re: ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT - BNP PETROLEUM
CORPORATION LEMON/LEMON SEED UNIT WELLS NO. 1-10005 AND
NOQ. L-10088; July 2002

Summary

Despite a second iteration of the Environmental Assessment (EA) on the proposed
Lemon/Lemon Seed natural gas development, the National Park Service still has not
adequately considered the impact of drilling operations, in particular the adverse impact
on endangered sea turtles. NPS has therefore fatled to satisfy the requirements of the
National Envirenmental Policy Act (NEPA) and the Endangered Species Act (ESA).

Morcover, the second EA for Lemon/Lemon Seed, like the first EA for Lemon/Lemon
Seed and the EA for Dunn-Mucdock, also fails to properly account for the impact of
drilling operations on visitor experience, both 1n the short and leng term. Based on
information provided by NPS, it is reasonable to expect that heavy truck traffic and
destruction of dune habitat in support of BNP's drilling campaign would be nearly
continuous for the next fifieen years. The Sierra Club believes this will have a long-
term and severe adverse impact on visitor experience, and therefore constitutes an
impairment that is prohibited by the National Park Service QOrganic Act and the General
Authorities Act. At the very least, those impacts require full consideration in an
Environmental Impact Statement (E1S).

In these respects and many others, the second EA for Lemon/Lemon Seed, like the first,
fails to adequately account for the curnulative impacts of the 1S or mare separate

Response to Comments on EA covering BNP's Plan of Operations for the Lemen/Lemon Seed Unit Weils No. 1-100S and 1-10085
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drilling operations that BNP is expected to propose. In this EA and all future ongs, the
park should explicitly consider the cumulative impacts of the entirety of BNP's
proposed drilling campaign on ali of the resource categories that must be reviewed
pursuant to the statutes {isted above. Again, this requires NPS to prepare an
Environmental Impact Statement.

The National Environmental Policy Act Requires Further Analysis

While the revised Environmental Assessmeni provides some additional commentary
regarding the proposed oil drilling and the Park Service’s rationale for permitting it, the
NPS has yet to fulfill the National Environmental Policy Act’s fundamental ‘look
before you leap® mandate. 42 U.S.C. § 4321 et seq. (“NEPA™).

The Assessment acknowledges at several points that the environmental impacts of an
oil spill related 1o the Lemon or Lemon-Seed Well would be severe. E.g.. EA at 79
(“Leaks and spills from oil and gas operations could be serious . .. ."). Those patential
impacts are not analyzed, however, in cither the Assessment or the Envirenmental
impact Statement for the Seashore’s Oil and Gas Management Plan. Those documents
do not disclose the Park Service’s estimate of the likelihood of such events. See 40
C.F.R. § 1502.22 (outlining information to be included in EIS in case of uncertainty).
Absent some discussion and assessment of the risk of an oil spill, and the impacts
should one occur, the Park Service cannot ¢laim to have taken a “hard look™ at the
impacts of oil and gas drilling.

For the same reason, the Service cannot rationally conclude that no EIS is necessary for
the Lemon and Lemon Seed Wells. See National Parks Conservation Ass’n v. Babbitt
241 F.3d 722, 736 (9™ Cir. 2001) (“[W]here significant environmental damage may
occur to a treasured natural resource, the studies must be conducted first, not
afterwards.”). The Assessment suggests that the proposed aliernative will have impacts
that warrant preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement. Babbitt, 241 ¥.3d at
T30 (“If the

Pg 2

EA establishes that the agency's action *may have a significant impact on the
environment’ then an EIS must be prepared.”) (citation omitted). Moreover, the
Assessment indicates that an alternative seasonal closure might results in benefits to
“shoreline species, e.g. Piping Plover,” and would reduce “the risk of crushing or
impacting sea turtles, their nests, or any hatchlings left on the beach.” EA a1 31.
Nevertheless, the Service dismisses that alternative based upen a conclusory statement
that there may be “potential for greater impacts due to heavier concentration of oil and

Response to Comments on EA covering BNP's Plan of Ogerations for the Lemon/Lemon Seed Unit Wells No. 1-100S and 1-10085
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2as activities,” and “potential impact to Piping Plovers and other protected and non-
protected species of shorebirds, and the expected increase in [BNP’s] costs.” EA at 31-
32. Such uncertain trade-offs between impacts upon unique — indeed, endangered —
resources are precisely the matiers that demand fuller consideration. 40 C.F.R. §
1508.27: Babbitt, 241 F.3d at 733 (“[G]eneral statements about pessible environmental
effects fail[] the ‘hard look’ tesi required under NEPA ™).

The Endangered Species Act Requires Formal Consultation With the U.S. Fish &
Wildlife Service

Likewise, the Park Service is required by law to procure a biological epinion addressing
the impacts of the proposed drilling operations on threatened and endangered species
before it approves those operations. The Environmental Assessment notes, at several
points, petential impacts to species protected by the Endangered Species Act, e.g,, EA
at 81 {noting that “the primary impact would be obsiacles to emerging hatchlings from
unfilled ruis, from vehicle traffic, and the possibility of crushing™), in particular
significant adverse cumulative impacts, e.g., EA at 77 (“Operation of all vehicles,
including oil and gas heavy equipment, on the beach can crush nesting turtles, siranded
iurties, hatchlings, and some eggs, producing an immediate, lethal impact and may
cause changes in the structure or density of beach sand, irdirectly affecting nesting and
incubation habitat.””). And, as set forth above, the Assessment notes, but fails to
analyze, the severe harm that would occur as a result of an oil spill related to oil and gas
operations.

The Service dismisses these potential impacts as “short-term” and “minor,” and has not,
to our knowledge, initiated formal consultation with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service.
The impacts themselves, however — which include potential “take™ of listed species
under the Acl — ill fit those descriptions. Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act and
its implementing regulations require the Park Service (o initiate formal consultation
before permilting any activity that “may affect” listed species, excepiing only those
activities that are “not likely to adversely affect” those species. 50 CF.R. §§ 402.13-
14. The impacts described in the Assessment are not of the sort that qualify for the “not
likely to adversely affect” exception.

Impacts to Visitor Experience

Section 3.10 analyzes impact of operations on visitor experience. This section shows a
stgnificant jimprovement over Section 3.9 of the first EA on Lemon/Lemen Seed by
correctly noting that "impacts on the visitor from the BNP project are expected to be
from viewing the increased truck traffic, and being subjected to the noise generated by
the larger trucks used for hauling drilling and production equipment, ete. to and from
the site.”

Response to Comments on EA covering BNP's Plan of Operations for the Lemon/Lemon Seed Unit Wells No. 1-100S and 1-1008S
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COMMENTS
10, Sadly, Section 210 concludes by findimge that “no pairment 1o visitor use and
experience would resalt from implementition of this gllemative.” [n essence, NP5 (inds
ikl T e\ | M Y S0 -.'IL ANL Qiflerence e VISHOT experianie i 'Ill\. I_ - |'I|'.""‘- !
beachironi betwesn the end of the Park Road 22 and the Lemon'Leman Seed site
whether 20 heavy triscks rumble dewn the beach ecach day or not. One needs only 1o
witness a sertes of three | B-wheeler trucks barre] diown the beach between campers,

fishermen and beach bathers to know that this conclusion is fundamentally wrong.
[ndustrial trucks are significantly louder and more disruptive in their presence than
passenger vehicles. This is why many neighborhoods in Texas fight te have heavy truck
traffic excluded from their area. It is why roads and bridges that receive truek traffic
require repair more frequently than roads and bridges that do not. This finding fiies on
the face of common sense.

As we noted in our comments on the first Lemon/Lemon Seed EA, any visitors who are
seeking solitude, tranquility, or opportunities for recreatien in the 12.5 mile stretch of
beach between the end of the paved road and the well site have a high likelihood of
their experience being degraded or ruined by the heavy

Pg3

trucks. Comments indicating serious visitor dissatisfaction with the truck traffic have
been found in the press, have been made to park managers, and have been shared with
the Sierra Club.

Sierra Club members have conveyed 1o the Lone Star Chapter siaff how camping and
birding trips on PALS have been ruined by the truck traffic. Some of Sierra Club
members have told us that they will not return to the park as long as the truck traffic
continues, Given that BNP's operations could easily continue for fifteen years, it is not
credible for NPS to conclude that BNP's drilling campaign will not have a serious, long-
term adverse impact on visitor experience, thus constituting an impairment that is
prohibited by the Naticnal Park Service Organic Act and the General Authorities Act.

At the beginning of Section 3.]0, it is stated that visitor surveys, among other findings,
have been used 10 evaluate the effects on visitor experience for the purpose of
estimating the ¢ffects of the actions in the aliernatives. [t is unclear if this means that
NPS has taken a survey on visitor experience since it granted BNP a permit to begin
operations on the Dunn-Murdock well. If it has, it should share the results of that survey
in the EA. If it has not, we reiterate our belief that a survey of visitors on their attitudes
towards the BNP operation is essential in order to properly evaluate the effects of this |
drilling campaign on visitor experience. |

10. It is acknowledged in the EA the impacts to visitor experience
throughout the park are expected to be lecalized, short to long-term
negligible te minor, adverse within the analysis area. The impact is expecied
to be from viewing the increased truck traffic and being subjected to the
noise generated by the larger trucks. This is not considered impairment.
Please refer to response #12 below for a discussion of impairment.

Also see NPS response # 8 and 9. NPS is planning this calendar year to
initiate a park revised General Management Plan for Padre [sland. A visitor
survey is part of the information gathering process. Oil and gas, along with
many other issues will be addressed on the survey.
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COMMENTS
What is Meant by Impairment?
12 M Jobnny French, formerly switls the LSEWS, nobes-in bis comments on this EA
a5 N elad] v Bos o comomvetils omn the fersd Lemond Lemon Seed EAL thitl MPFS Bias D led )
detine "imiprirment” for the purposes of this EA, the ones preceding 16, and the Ol and
Lidrs Mlimmigenem Pl givrunry 20007, The Sema Cliub seconds this poant. agi, and
urgas MPS o deline ompirment so that objective measures of evalunling potentia
dirnage 1o Seashore's resources cun be fairly minde. and so thi these gvnluations e nel
subpect to undoe politicel influence. NPS has informed the Sierra Club that the

determination of whal defines impairment ultimately rests with park managers. But
when parties disagree strongly on matters such as this and emotions can be expected to
have a potential impact on policy decisions, having a fixed definition of impairment is
essential in order to maintain the integrity of NPS's NEPA evaluations. [t is alsc a
necessily if the Sierra Club and NPS are to come to terms on a negotiated resolution of
the current legal complaint pending against NPS and USFWS, Without some sort of
baseline terms thal are agreed upon, and without a definition of impairment that unifies
the parties together in agreement that each side is interested first angd foremost in the
protection of the seashore and is resources, resolution of this dispute will be far more
difficult.

To this end, the EA shoulg clarify in objective terms whzt is meant by its use of the
word impairment, and demonstrate that NPS' application of the term in the EA is what
was intended by Congress in all laws relevant to this action.

Section 1.2.1, "NPS Organic Act and General Authorities Act,” states:

"The impairment that is prohibited by the Orgaric Act and the General
Authorities Act is an impact that, in the professional judgment of the
responsible NPS manager, would harm the integrity of park resources or
values, including the opportunities that would otherwise be present for the
enjoyment of those resources or values. Whether an impact meets this
definition depends on the particular resources and values that would be
affected; the severity, duration, and timing of the impact; the direct and
indirect effects of the impact; and the cumulative effects of the impact in
question and other impacts.”

Although Congress sought to permit impairment only by law and in specific instances,
the EA’s definition of impairment as quoted above thwarts Congress' purposes by
making the term "impairment” subjective and unspecific. As a consequence, each time
the EA identifies the destruction or diminishment of a park resource or value, the
impact is dismissed without explanation as resulting in no impairment. The EA should

_go back 10 the usage of impairment which Congress intended, that is, the plain

RESPONSES

12. Under the NPS Organic Act, Congress vested the NPS with the
responsibility of making decisions on behalf of units of the National Park
System so as to "leave them unimpaired for the enjoyment of future
generations.” Under our modern structure of governance, Congress has a
long-standing practice of delegaiing decision-making authority to agencies.
[n doing so, Congress provides some degree of flexibility to the agencies so
that they can content with changing scientific knowledge, technology and a
myriad of factual situations. It js not practical to expect that Congress could
make or even be involved in the multitude of daily decisions being made
across federal agencies, in general, or the NPS, in particular.

In the 200f NPS Management Policies. the Service set forth expanded
guidance ta park decision makers on how to go about determining whether a
proposed action could lead 1o an impairment. While the 200! Management
Policies lay out specific factors for park inanagers to consider in making
impairment determinations, this document contains text that recognizes that
ultimately such determinations rest on the professicnal judgment of park
managers. The EA for the Lemon/Lemon Seed Unit Wells draws heavily on
this guidance in describing to the public what factors enter into an
impairment determination. Based on the data presented in the EA, including
supporting documents, the NPS determined that the proposed action with
mitigation would not cause an impairment to park resources, including
soundscape.
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