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Alternatives Summary for Comprehensive Management Plan, Selma to 
Montgomery National Historic Trail 

After reading the attached brochure, I thought everyone should have an opportunity to see 
this outstanding example of work by our own staff and the park. Planning and future 
development of the Selma to Montgomery National Historic Trail is a major priority for 
the National Park Service and the Southeast Region. 

This is one of the more difficult planning projects that NPS has attempted due to the 
volatility of the issues, interpretation of the history of the march and voting rights 
movement, agencies, and personalities involved. A very unique aspect of the project 
involves the U.S. Department of Transportation designation of the trail route along U.S. 
Highway 80 as a National Scenic Byway and All-American Road. The Alabama 
Department of Transportation is, therefore, involved in the administration of this 
program. In such a situation, the effectiveness of how we communicate information and 
ideas to the public becomes even more important than usual. The Alternatives Summary 
is a notewo11:l!y example of the type of creativity our personnel are capable of, especially 
when we putJ. ~}gether the resources and talents of our various divisions and parks. 

The team responsible for the project includes .Project Manager Rick McCollough, 
Resource Education Specialist John Beck, Historians Jill Hanson, Christy Trebellas, and 
Barbara Tagger, Landscape Architect Tim Bemisderfer, Willie Madis<?n, General 
Superintendent, Central Alabama Group, and Lee Edwards, Superintendent, Selma to 
Montgomery National Historic Trail. Tim Bermisderfer prepared the design and camera­
ready layout for the brochure. 
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A~~ernatives Summary 

Dear Friends of Selma to Montgomery National Historic Trail, 

On November 12, 1996, the U.S. Congress established the Selma to Montgomery National Historic Trail (NHT) 
through an amendment to the National Trails System Act (PL 104-333). Beginning at Brown Chapel AME Church in 
Selma, Alabama, the trail follows the route of the March 1965 Selma to Montgomery voting rights march, traveling 
through Lowndes County along U.S. Highway 80, and ending at the Alabama State Capitol in Montgomery. The legis­
lation creating the trail directs the National Park Service (NPS), U.S. Department of the Interior, to ~omplete a Com­
prehensive Management Plan (CMP) to guide trail management, visitor use, resource protection, and facility development. 
This brochure provides the public with the opportunity to review and comment on trail treatment issues prior to the 
development of the CMP. 

A chief function of the CMP will be to build upon previous work completed by the Alabama Department of Trans­
portation (ALDOT) for the Selma to Montgomery National Scenic Byway/ All-American Road, designations awarded 
to the route of the voting rights march by the U.S. Department of Transportation. ALDOT initiated work on a master 
plan for the road in 1997, requesting input from the public on the commemoration and interpretation of sites associ­
ated with the march. The draft master plan was released for public review and comment in the spring of 1999. Based 
on the findings of the ALDOT master plan, NPS has developed several alternative treatments for the march route that 
seek to unify the distinct goals of the National Historic Trail, National Scenic Byways, and All-American Road pro­
grams. These alternatives present ideas for management, use, and development of the march route, including possible 
options for the protection of historic resources, interpretation of the march story, visitor use of the trail, and devel­
opment of tourism in the area. 

This brochure presents the alternatives for treatrnent of the NHT along \vith a brief history of the Seln1a to Mont­
gomery voting rights march and preliminary interpretive themes. The history provides a summary of the events imme­
diately preceding the Selma to Montgomery voting rights mar~h, the march itself, and a brief analysis of the impacts 
and aftermath of the march. The potential story to be told is much broader than the limited information provided 
here, however, and NPS plans to conduct an extensive amount of research in the future to ensure the history docu­
mented is as accurate and complete as possible. The interpretive themes identify the messages to be conveyed to visi­
tors about the history of the march and drive the content, design, and production of exhibits, publications, and other 
media used to tell the march story. 

NPS seeks public review and comment on the alternatives, history, and interpretive themes presented in this bro­
chure. The alternatives reflect comments gathered through meetings held with NHT friends groups in Selma, Lowndes 
County, and Montgomery, and the NHT Citizens Advisory Council, a group of volunteer trail advisors appointed by 
the Secretary of the Interior. Government agencies, including the Federal Highway Administration, ALDOT, the Ala­
bama Historical Commission, and others, also provided input to the alternatives. 

Sincerely, 

.,J e ) _,..__ -.....cl'-" ,.,_ _______ ..,;a._ 

Willie C. Madison 
Superintendent 
Selma to ~1ontgomery NHT 

Richard V McCollough 
Planning Project Manager 
Southeast Regional Office, NPS 

lte JVIanager 
Selma to Montgomery NHT 

~ZJt::/ 
Dr. Frederick D. Reese 
Chairman, Selma to Montgomery N HT 
Citizens Advisory Council 
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.. JJ'e will \eek to arouse tlze federal gm•ernment by marching by tlze 
thou.\and':t to the placef\ of regi tration ... JYhe11 we get the right to vote. we 
will .\end to the statelrou e not men who ,..,;// .'ttllltd in the doonvays of 
unh'enities to keep ,\egroe out, but men who will uphold the cause of 
ju.\tice. Gi~·e liS the ballot." Mar~~nl.uthcrKmgJr,Janunry:.:,1965 



T 
h\: mo .. kmmmcmcnt torrn'11 

rtgh~ ought the mnmmcnt 

of full cmzcn~~ .., I• 'r \fnc 1 

\mt"nc.tn 111 the t: 1111 ' J ~ '"' 

cllicaJI\, the lllu\CitlC ... , 1..w ~ .. 

efforts to gam poliucal. oual. and 

cconom1c nght uch s equal cdu­

e~uon, cccs to place ot pubhc ac 

comrnodauon and uansport. equal 

emplm mcnt and hou~tng ( pportu 
lllttc • and the nght 10 \ otl .111d bot,! 

pohm .ll o I fice < .cncralh admo" I 

cdgnl a hcgmmng mthc nud 19.5l" 

wuh thl' H•rJJitl 1. Ho.ml of l duration 

of I '/1 ka, 1\ausnJ ~upH me ( ourt 

dcu,ton and th~· :\lomgnmc n, \la­
bama, hu bn\COtt, the mo\cm~m 

gnltlcd tullmomcntum rlunng the latc 

I 950 and I 9c.O~ J'hc l'l\ tl rtghts 

nlO\ ClllCnt tn\'Oh'Cd 

m m pla\C.r . t 

both the: nauonal 

nnd k~alllc\'cl.;,. Pn 

nunl a grn ,root' 

eftort 1m oh·mc 

thou and' of omt 
nan (X1QpiC!--01m 

nnd womt n. adult' 
and dulclretl, black 

and \\hue-the 

m 111 \ Ullc?llclin~ wJarchfor freedom 

r n a' at Le.xingtu11 ami Concord. 
5v 11 n a. a cenwn ugo at Appomal/ox. 
So ir um Ia 1 \H ek m Selma, Alabama." 

Pro id nt Lyndon B Johnson r~rch 15 1965 

struggle drl"\\ both paruopams anJ 

leader from cxt,ung orgamzauons 

'uch 3 churchcs.laboroq.;am;r.auons 

nd 'chooJ, nnd colkgcs lmualh, na 

uonal orgnm7.allon' such • the :-::a 

uonal " ocaatton tor thl 

\dunccmc111 of Colored J>,opl 

~ \ \( P 'oucht Ctjual nght through 

hugauon that chall~nccd racual tll'· 
cnmm.tuon an the court:, nnd tlm•ugh 

the pa""·tgc of lcgt lauon th tt pr nn 

t'cd ctjual nght:. lur \tncan \men 

can~. t·ru,tJ.ttcd h\ thc IIJ" nr-..,~ ut 

working"1thtn th legal~\ -.tcm tog:un 

Cl' tl nght<,local:acm1st~ and tudents 

formed group" such as the< ngrcs 
of Ractal I qualm ( t )RJ , the 

. outhcrnChnsuan Leader htpCt•n 

l rt 'lee < I <. • and the 'tudcnt 

' ' dtrcct ncuon 

a:np:ugns.C ORT '' I!.,., nd"~ 
led rna " dt""mot."-- .lc; to protest 

unt.-qual tre:um~:m chtctl\ through the 

Uicuc of non\1t k':llt ct\'11 dtsobcdtenoc. 

:--.:on\lolcm proHsl <~Cll\ltiO• "crc 

\\'lclch em ered l" the mc:dia, main I\ 
"hc:ll tit( CI!Ort' 01 O\'d nohro; pr -
testo1s nH t "trh '1ok nr rcst-.t nee. 

'J hrough the ruuonal pre<,, Cl\ II nght' 

group' captun:d the: attcnuon oi 

pollllct;"tns .tnd the: \m~:rican people, 

maktng '' tdc!.pnad '-Upport for th~ 

p.t 'age ot lcgl'dauon 1mp1"' tng the 

Ct\ al nghts ol \fr can \mcncan" 

p<>~'-lhll. 'I h~ 19 •~ dma lO :\(ont­

gllll\Cr\ 'oung rtght' march has hccn 

Jdcnulil'<l h\ hNnn:1ns.1nd mmc.:m~·nt 

paructp mt n one of the last gn:.ll 

pror( sts ol rhc modern Ct\ tl rt!!ht' 
mn\-ctncnt. In lll311\ wm' marking the 

end of an era, the tight for \oUng 

r1 •ht rcprc:,ents the pl·ak ot the 

nom tolcnt,mtc:rmcul mO\ emcnt that 

chn ractcnzt"d the O\ tl nght" trugglc 

dunng th~o: mtd-t\\ cnuc:th c~ntun. 

In 1901, \bb:~.ma. hke mcht 'tate' 

ot the: tormer Contedcrnc~ around 

the turn of the ccntun,adoptcd a nC\\ 

st.ue con.,urutmn that u ... ed pollta:\C' 

andluc:r.tC) tc t• toctfecmch J•,trnn­

cht'c \tncan 
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"The local black leader ... ;hip in Selma u·u.\ real~l' re~ponsib/efor the Selma movement. 
Selma was not a place that ll 'e prcked out. fVe did not choo<~e them. they cho"e us . .. 

- Andtc f Q 

gained sut'fra~c dunng Rccon"rruc 

w,n, The'~ mca;.urc;., c1 ~tnhm~.:d ,,,th 

the l.lct th.ll th~· m.tJnr pohucal paa r~~htrauon tn Dalla CQUOt}, 

ucs pcrm1necl onh whuc 'nrcr., 111 

rhcJr pnnune~. lcJ tn ,, dr.1~ttC de om the hl.wk belt n:g~on. The count) 

chnt tn the number oi \fncan- \m~·n- '• •tcr r~t'lr.:ltl1•n ofiicc opened unl) 

can' Ph.:r;. m the ~tate I rom more 1h.111 

lliiiJI!IIl hcfor~· 1900 111 onh '\,-uo 
aiter 1')1)1. In l'll-1. till uprcmc 

C'oun Cl.'-C oi \nnlb 1. lJJun.:_IJI struck 

do\\ n the wlme pnman. tncourng~ng 

m:m~ CJ\ il ~>hrs 
kader" to b,­

hc\ c the <>ui­

ira~c W'll' once 

.lgam auam­

ablt. \lthr •ugh 

\labama· ... 

D emocratic 

part) IC010\'~d 

metal rc ... tncUc m~ from 11:- pohctcs, the 

,;ratcconunucd co produce rc.,mcu,·c 

\'onng law:. that rc,ult~.:d m u~.: iacto 

dJscnmm:1non ag:unst \inc:m \nKn 

c.m~. kc:cpmg the proportton of \f 

rtcan- \m( nc.m 'mer' tn unh 13.'1 

P' rn·nt nt the \frican- \ mcnc:m 

1\\ o d.n ~ c.-ach month, .tnd rc~'l,trars 
ireyucntl} c:tml.' rn late and lcit carh. 

\tric.1n \n11.:ttc.1n" '' hngamcd acce,.,c; 

to tht• ufiicc Wt re rcqutr~.:d to pa~" a 

Inn~ 01nd dtfticult luuaq rc .. c rh:u 

demanded nn 

cXtCn'\1\( 

kno\\ led~c ()f 
!rb<>CUrt.' .I'· 
pccts oi the 

\lah In'. :1 td 

con.,tltutton::.. 

\ \'nudlc r '\\'S 

tcm rcyutred a re~tstcn:d 'orcr ro 

"POn,or each nt:\\ rcgi:-tranr. In .10 

cfiorr tn comb:1t thl ob"'nck~ tu 

\mine. the Dall .. ,. Count\ Voter" 

l..t.'aL.'tiC D< \ L , u.llder the: k.uJcr,lup 

ot .,cn•r lllCII\' ~ts 1ncludm~ h·sse" 

R~tckmc n r and \mcha Bm nton, 

4 Selma to Montgomery Natooal Hrstonc Tra1l 

Ujt' f'ottOll~ voters ""HI 
uut,,d ... L>~n~, < oun~ 
C.ounhou~ to ~i>trr, 
1%) 

&to" D~JI.J.1 C.ounn 
(.owdlOUSl.' toW\ 

rm~· ... t Do\'lc, ~l:trie J oc..ter. Jame~ 

Clluu,Jcc, r..·,J n. llunteJ. l"rcdcrtek 

Rcc.,.c, and l lcnn. ~hannon. be-g'an 

.lnd ( olt:1 I Jf.l\'t. ltl mon:d 10 -..dma 

to \\ork wnh thl· DC\ 'L\ \'orcr rq~­

l"'t:ltlon effort' tn 1961 ~'-. ( ( helped 

the DC\'J "' ith ci t lzt. n~l11p chssc'>, 

kd ancmpto. to tnt<:l!r.,te "hit~ r~ s 

taur:tnts and thc.ucr~. and held ma!'s 

mc:~:tlfl!!" to build support for ,·oung 

1 $1eV!!n F Lawson, Black Ballots Vot~ RIQhts 
In the Sault!. 1!?14-1-196911\iew Yort.. <AIIumbla 
Unlvers•fy Prcr.s, 1976) 12. 15, and BS-97 Pat 
Wauers and ReE!$0 Ctcgllom, Cltmbmg Jacob ·s 
LaddBr. The Am\'alof Negroes111 Southem PO/Iflcs 
llliew Vorl< Harcoun Brace. and World 1967) 
376-n 

~ The blttci\ belt rog.onwasna!Tied lorthedai'X. 
nch soli found In the nat landscape exten<hng 
approximately 300 mtles across central Alabama 
nonheast M.,s<M ppr and 11110 Tenncs.'\f!S. The 
area and tiS SO&I were once known for the colton 
produced there Chat1es Reagan Wtlson and 
William Ferns, eds . Enc:ycJopedia of Southern 
CulturG(NewYork Ancl'lorBooks 1989),2:281· 
82 

3 Juan Wi!lial!\5 E;lls on the Pnze Amenea's 
Civil R!ghl:; Y~. r954·19651New YotK Penguin 
BooKS Inc • 1987}. 254. J L Chestnut and Jul.a 
Ca~ RlacUnSeJma\Nii'WYoo AnchorBooks 
1990) 134·35 



nghr.,: lh the end ol 19M. rcgt tra promt c of. ttracunc ncu mdu tnes ltnc 10 thl· nile\ bchtnd rhc bu1ldm • 

to the urea ~ mllht rnun en-a ted a OC\\ 

puhhc .. a ten du~ct• •r rosmon, choo" 

mg the morr.: modcr.uc \\ 1l,nn Baker 

forlheJ ,b.1brorcucalh. Uakerwould 

ull Ua\ \\1thuut a ~mglc \fnc.m \men 

c.m l>e1ng allo'' cd to rc!:,'1Stcr to' • lie. 

"I he ntxt da\, houC\·c.r, moa· than 

~XI) protestors u-en~ atrc'tcd tollou 

tnl! Clark"~ rough treatment .md ar 

rc..,t 01 actt\ 1'1 \md1a Bo\ nron. 

Tdc\ l"ton and nc\\ 'P•lPI:f rctx>rrc r.s 

optured thc :actit•n. and ph• •rogr:~phs 

f l.l:tik \ hara 'mcnr appeared Ill the 

no.t da\ 's OC\\ paper~ mclud1n • the 

:\l n.~ )cr 1intu and the II a1b1 t " 

th.lt would 111 turn pl.tCI.: prcssure on torce:d marchers to tlw 

< ongr~" tu P·'":; tcJcral 'cHmg n •hts co urthou<:c to wait 10 

l~'lauon. 

Ktng nd t "c I ( cho'e 10 con 

e~.mr rc thcJr ...... ncht' camp.:ugn 

tn - dma bt c.au-.c of tht abtht) to at 

tract n.mc •n:tl nttcnunn through the 

mcda .• "L nta'~ dt~cnmmatrH) \Otcr 

.. ._:-, pracul·c, \\ere cnforccd 

~ tft Jtm ( lark, a' tolcm cgrl 

b''" .1. t. l.uk nnd h1s po~:.-c t J u 
u7.c..llncal h,td been ham-.., 'l '\. C C 

\\ orkcr.;;. .md pro~pcl·u\t: 'C.IU' :. om 

1hc.: ht:gtnntng ot thl r 10 1963. 

~ 1a 1\l:nor Jo cp "" herman, 
l. c .cd tn 1 964, hvpc.:.l .. , coot rol 

< hrk ·, \'lolcnr acuun' and prc\'cnt 

nc.:'1.,'11ti\ c puhltcJ" about the Ill\\ n tn 

orJcrtulnllo\\ thmughonac:~mp:ugn 

4 SNCC & lust mass YObng nglltS meetmg 
~ ... 11s. hold at Tabernacle Baptist Church. 
cnestnut ana Cass 162-65 

5 Chal1es E. F gor Selma J 965. The Afd.rctl rtlaJ 
C1r:rrrgDd ~ Souftl Bostcn: Beacon Press 1985) 
8-9 Williams 254 58 w 11en1 and Clogllom 246; 
ChcslllU1 and Cass 17.t i6 

6 Fager 18-19 Williams 255 

7 FagGJ 2.t-31 Williams 259 
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n 1Umlm • counuc~ bcg:tn ~tmilar pro­

le l"o < ln JanuaC} ::!2, n r I n 1110 
schoolrl'11Cher" marchec.. In- ~a. Led 

b\ f rcdcrllk Rce<:e, ..... ll.iChcr ' 

march \\ • an tmportant S) mbol 10 

or her '' ho hc:sl!!ltnl to jom m dw 

IDO\'Cillelll tO {!:llll \'OUil£ nghb 1 he 

rc.tcbcrs, emplm cd b\ an all-\\ hue 

-.chool board. ci::.kcd losmg 1heu JObs 

by paruc.:tpaung an movcmem a em •­

tic,. \\ hen the .:;upenmendc:m and 

cha~rman of the 'chool board f dcd 

'I he foiiO\mlg tin}· :\eu )ork lin1rs 

and II .u n I n Post ran a photogrnph 

of< lark \\ uh h1' bill\ club ra1 cd 

abO\e the \\'Oman', hc..'!ld a she was 

bcmg hdd do\\ n b} rwo other l.m­

men. 

Dunn • the lasl week of Januarr. the 

J.( plannt<d tonhcarrc 101 ~larun 

Luther Kmg I r. tu dra\\ C\1.:11 more 

puhhc s,1fc~ J1rccrnro Wilson Ihkcr. 

llcanng the ncws of King's arrest, 

more rhan 500 tUdenr march(d to 

thecounh •w•c\\hcrc rhe\'toO\\crc 

arrcsrcd htng and \bern:uhy refu cd 

111 po'l ball. 'Ill\ in • in jail unul foc:b-
ru:H\ 5, ,,·hen the :\tD )' ·i ... 'S 

pnmed King\ "Letter fr 'T'I ... .,a 

jiUJ'' oiJCJnll~sUppnrlfOri~IC { JJ:s 

\\mk 111 "clma 11 

:\lardlC:~ conunued n ° r:lma and 

m:arb\ :\(anon, \laban .... ~~r.ng the 

"Thn march hl· the reachers . rhe lar~est proje uwnal ~roup 111 the cllr and the 
count\ , enlisted others to come andJomthe mo' eme111. 1'l1ere l\ ere all kind of 
t!,roup~ afiertht reachen ° march Th ~undertaken go! a group and they marched 
Tlu beauticwm got a group and the\ marched J:.\·e1:\ hoch marched became 
the teacher had more influence; than rhe_l C\ er dreanwd m rlw commumt\ " 

f'red ed 

:u Br 

Jtt.'d b~ the: teaChers an pared the par 

cictpaunn o t man) other groups ol 

emplo\ cc \oulnerable ro cconomtl 

dt cnrmnnuon. but nl o cncd lO 

encourag~ thl" ITflrt< ol rudcnt 2nd 

\·omh 1n the rnoHmc..:tH 

Clark\ nolcm tacm:-..l r-un became 

thl' ~ublt:l t of the n.uumal new dur 

mg a \ota rc..:gt<.trauon aucmpt on 

hnu;U} 25. \\'hen man: her \nruc U:c..: 
Coopt r qcppcd our of 1 hl· \"OH:r re 

tstrauon !me nnd \\a' puc;hed and 

nrc..lt:rttl to rcrurn b\ < lark, he 

punched the 'hcnff m tht•tace atlea t 

rwoumcs hdi •re C lark'< men \\·n·sdcd 

ht:r rn rhcground. nark rhc:n ~truck 

Coop ron the: head and rrcqcd her 

g the January 22 1965 \cachcrs marcn to the Dallas County Courthouse 

rhen: \\ould he no hm I :larkoc;, thtrt" 

\\Oukl be no oppre su;~ po~crt\ di­

rected agam 1 ~egroe,'• our children 

\\ ould not be cnpplcd b\ scgrcgnred 

school~, und the \\hole communny 

rmght U\'C 10gcthcr m harmony." 

\\ 1thm block of thctr tarung pomr. 

m r ers. mcludml! Dr. Ktn~ and 

~C I C as OCI:tle Ralph D:t\ 1d 

\h<. rn-tll\, \\'CIC :trrestc..."<J h\ the: em'::. 

8 DaVid J Ga~tcrN Protest at Selma Mar:.n 
Llllhful\mg .k 11ndtm! VoMgRigfllsActot 1965 
I Now Haven Yale Un1vers 1)1 Press 1978). 44, 
Fa\Jflr 30 ana Je-.39 w,urams 260 

9 Fager. 45 ~lliams 260 

1 0 Gaml'o\ 4 7 

~( ( c...c:J\..rmgannddrcssm Bro\\'n 

Ch , . · here he sard the:" hite k 1d 
er l rna shl)uld rh tnk Dr "-1ng 

for holdm~ pcr1pk 111 check," 1m pi) 
mg th.n other \Inc Ill \mcnc.an le-.td­

c:r \\ ouiJ nor bt wtlhng to 

nom IOk'fltr.t<..'tlc • The s:unc d t\ l 

D1~tr1CI Court Jud ~I.' D .lntel Thom"!­

tssuc:tl an InJuncuon ordcnng the.: 

11 Garrow 47-53,F~ 47·56 Williams 261-62 

12 Garro't\ 52 

13 Fager 58-59 W~llams 262,Garrow 48o53 

14 Garrow 52 

15 FagOf 58-59 Williams 262 Gar«M 51-53 



Dalla.; C •unh 1\oal() of Rcg1 trnrs to 

proccs . tlea~t HK.h mcrapphcnuon 

pcrrcgtStr~uonda\ anddtrccungthcm 

to di conunue u e of the \labama 

lJtCUC\ tcsL 1ltc IOJUnCOOO, ppar 

cntl} crc:ued wuh the hdp of clma' 

\\·hue lcadershtp, dtd not meet the 

rc~utrements of rnO\ cmcnt l~der,, 

\\ ho rc;thlcclthat c.:\en \\1th the coun 

ordered change tt u JUld take st ,-cral 

\Cili"S ior .tU cligible \incnn \mcncau 

'ott.:r' 111 Dalla ( ount\ to be rcg1' 

tcrt.'tt :\f;uchcrs rcturm:d tO tlll ~uect 

thcn~.:xtcl.l\. B\ thccndot rhc:\\cck, 

mort.: than 3,00 l prm "tor' had be, n 

ltrc't~d. 

\\ htlc lud~e Thomas prepared lu-. 

.n1uu .. uon, Pre •~lent lsndon B. 
Johnson held a pre s 

confcrc:n~:e mdtcaung lus support tor 

\"Olln!! nh•lw· ivt all Amt:ncan amen 

In hi" remark: he rated ht hop.: that 

"all \mt'ncan' \\til 10111 \\ uh me m 

t.-xpr~,m~ tharc necrn 0\ er the lo 

of am mencan'" nght to 'ate. 

:S:orhmg '' more fundamental to 

mcuc.an aru:cmlup and to our free­

dom a-. . nauon nd a a peopk I 

Intend to ce that th!tt nght 1 ccurcd 

fot all c.ur ctul'l ns." •l) I ndl\,1 eb 

ruar :;, tillccn l " Rc.:prc'l'ntlllt\l:s 

\ 1sn'"' -,dna nt 1 l r .. l,JC t oi the 

~( U •• 1. ~.:cung u11h :\I.''''r Smuh 

crman, tnrc:n tc\\ tng lol·al \fm.::'ln 

\mcncan'. and pcakmg \\llh Kmg 

ll•llo" tng h1 rdcaSl" 

trom Jllll earlier m th~ 

da\. l11e '1 n con 

'anced the n•pn• 

!iCntau~ e!i to 

lntcn If\ their 

d iort~ 10 ohuun 

federal 'oung 

nght lcg•'lauun. 

Kmg made plan" to meet \\1th 

~ttornC\ Crencrnl ~tcholas Kauen 

bach, \ tcc Prc ... idem Hubert 

Humphrc\, :md,Jf po"tblc-, Pre,1d m 

John on on Monda~, rcbruarv . w 
urge the ndmm1stnmon to c:ndur c 

\ oung ngh"' lep bnon. The mecung 

was p• 1stponeti to Tueo;da\, l cbru:ar} 

9, u h~:n de' dopmcms 10 the u arm 

\ tc:tnam capturNllheancnuon ot the 

\\hue llou,c. King tn"u.·ad .mended 

a mas mcc:ung nod march to thl 
COUill) lOllrthoU't: 10 :\l{lnt~Onlt:r\, 

\l.!h:una The much was rel:uh ch 

unsucc<: ~ful m drnwmg ancnuontu 

th~: \tnr.an \mcncan \'otll1~ n~ht~ 

cause < lnh about 200 prote..,tOr 

I~ r lll~mn l.urhu Kmg Jr mttU 
..,,,h tCJ'<'rl~n hcf.•r.: murh rn Mont 
&OnKt} Much 21. 1965 

&t m Ccul C. J~ Jt PuhU.: 
afnv HuriJrng. fnrmcr Sdnu ( II) 

I t.a I 

0;. u rudmr prormon. 1%'i 

·• Thi i~ Selma. A Ia bam . 
" h~re th ~J·e are more 
Negroes i1Y:;ail u ith me 
tlwll there are on the 
\ 'otlm~ role., ... 

I ~ !rom Mnrttn Luther Ktng Jr.~ 
"Leiter lrom a Solma Ja1l." 

February 5 1965 • • 
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armed to march to the courthou e 

and ''hen the\ 1rn\'ed at rhc \'Olt:r 

rcgtsrcauon niiiC<.' the\ (l)undthat the 

bo.trd had hued oara raff lll process 

apphcauon . \\ uhin an hour all of the 

(l<l c:nti ' r t:r ' i been regt tcrcd. 

In dm~ ~( I C staff member 

Jarm5 lk \\ .. J<.-. • gr .. up of :tCU\ tst 

10 the cuunhou~e "' prnrc~t a nc\\ 

count) VOter regt,tration puhc\. 

C.:lamung 11 \\'2 a concc: .. jon to 'ot 

tn • rh!ht .tell\ tsts.local offictal.;; ere 

atcd an "appe2rance book .. ior ehgthll 

'• 1tcrs to "'gn \\hen the~ c:1mc to the 

protestS lxcau c of thctr rcllltt\-e free 

dum frum ccc.momic reprisal . \X hue 

cmplo)ers trClJUeml) t1reu \fric:m­

~mencan c:mplO\cc" or remoH~d ten 

ant farmer. frc m th(Jr land\\ hen the\ 

p.uuapatcd Jn the moHmc:nt. 111c 

mcrea~tng paruetpauon ot children 

had the .tdded Cllcct oi enc••uragmg 

p:uenrs to become mort \'<>Calm thc:tr 

oppusmon ro \Oter dbcrtmlnJ'Jon 

B) I cbruarJ 1965. the \Uuth • 12 

rl' mlarh took part m marc •• c: .md 

c\en stagt:d demonstration' of thcu 

Cl\\ n. \ fter Be H~l\ rn:st. gruur' ot 

courrhou ... c w register to \ otc, e\C n HJung people bcgnn ,, o;enc~ of pru· 

on da~ '\\hen the regtstrnr·sofficewa tc t' atthe courthr u'c n .::t n 1a. On 

clo~ed. < >n the t\\ o da\ each month 

\1; hen the board of rc!,tt:>tr:lr pro 

cc .. scd apptil-atton those citizen'> who 

lutl signnl rhe lmok \\nuld ha\ e rhr..:1r 

appliCJUfo ' rn I(C:"C:d in the Order 

ot ~umm D pne local mmcmcnt 

leaders' iruuah'-<..:ptanccof uw poliC\ 
a a shO\\ ot •ood fatth, BC\ d and 

mhcr aCU\ '"'" bcllc\l:O the br>ok \\'liS 

~1mplv ~mother c:t iim ll\ the.- wh11e 

cnmmunm 10 Jcla} complnncc" uh 

rhc.-tr demand.; I )n ~lonUa}. I cbru 

an s, B~el and about tXt\ protest 

ors marched to the courthCJu-.e tc1 

hoycon ,·,~..appearance book Onc:c: 

a~atn, ~hc:nff < lark\ temper could 

not be cun•:ttncd :.md the proh:.,wr 

\\ere forcc:U from the buil~ b\ Oark 

and hi.; dcpuuc • who heat Bc\cl and 

other" and arrt ted all of rhc acm 

Thrnu~hout the mnn:ml nr 1n 

a and urrounding c. •m moe . 

c..1dcrs rdtt:d on the prorc't paruct 

p:ttJOn of :md \Outh. The 

mflucnce ''< C, umcd h\ col 
Ieee srudl nr~, ;n-.p•red mam local 

} oung people to take an acm c role 

tn the tight for 'oung nl!ht Young 

people coulu more east!) take p:m m 

marche .. , m:a• meeung:... and other 

februan I 0. \\hen nearly 200 teen 

.. ...:'- r'> sh<•\\ cd up \\1th Sign~ taunnng 

" lt nff Clark, th( Ia\• e'lf rccment 

oftitial herded t ht \'oungstcr' out of 

tO\\ n on a more th:m •'1c-rr ·I c-lung 

fo rced march to the outskirt of the 

Ctt}. u"mg cattle prods and bill} club 

to control the group. \\'hen the nurch 

crs reached npcn tnrmland the} 'cat 

t<.tc..d and the 'h~.:nff let them ~"· 

"'C C \\orker o rgamzcd taxi' to 

r(~ncvc the fnghrt:ncd and ltlJUrcd 

qudcnts. l:.nraged p:uem-. cro\\-dcd 

Selma to Mootgo""'""ry N.n.onal H stone T 

a rna."" meeung hdd that mght at 

liro\On ( h:1pcl to call for rht" 1mc r 

\Clition I) I fcder.1l truup~ wh1k ~tnl 

m:ade an appearance at n cor urr 

youth r:.Uh held at f-irst Bapti.,t Church 

to renerlltc the need for :~om 10lcnt 

tacnc<> m rhe face ot \'lOiem oppo t · 

unn.1 

rhc har ... h treatment 01 '>dma's 

)OUth iuckd OlO\'Cnlenl !lCU;IIH;<; tn 

the area. On Monda), Februar) 15, 

one of the it."' da\ the Dallll~ Count\ 

'01cr rcgtstrauon nl iice \\ I" open. 

C\cral hundred prutt:stors m.trchcd 

& Fim &pmt ChurCh Sdnu 

to the counhou c to ... ._>1-..ta under 

the prottctmn ol a Cll"" pcrmn that 

guaramcc:J no arn '''· :\(ore th:ln 5fXl 
.1duJts o;1gncd the arpear.l.OCe botlk 

th:u da\ after mo\ cmem leader-. 

agn.'Cd to end the boo. con of thc book. 
The sarnt: Ua\, mular number pro 

tested tn ~(anon, m Perf) Count}, and 

1n C amdcn, tht• county 'car ol 

ncarh\ \'\ tlcox ( uunt\ The inlhl\\ • 

mg da~. < • T. \I\ tan. n SC I mm­

l.,tcr, wao: bcat,n b\ Clar . ..nJ ..rre ted 

\\hen he led a mall group of acm • 



.. }(Ju can i h.et:p anyone in the C.S. from \'Oting 
w11/wut hurt in~ the right., of all other citi::en'. 
Dl!mocran· \ built on tfn, . .. 

bt~ to the C(lurthousc \\ ho \\ere n·­

iu' -'~ 1·- nceto~t.L,rtlthcappe-.lrann 

book Rc: pnrtcr~ iilmnl the Incident 

:~.nd the: '1 "~knt encounter ppearc.-d 

on the C\cmng n~\\ s. The conunu 

mg \Jolt'ncc and lack ot changt 1n 

\ oter regt•-trauon pracucc' to tht' 

reg~ on c: ncoura~cd mm c:mc:ot kad 

cr~ to call iora stcppt.·d-up rnmp:ugn. 

mcludmg the usc nf mght -umc 

marches,' •nc oi the most dangerous 

mcthod' ot nom tulcnt protc:~t. 

t ln I chru:tn I~. I . 'I: \ tvtan, re 

lea ed irom pilthc: d:.t\ bc:iorc, .;poke 

about ht· coniromauon \\Jth Clark 

at a rna ~ mec:ung at Z10n'.; ( hapel 

Mcthodt-.t ( hurch 10 the: nc.':lrbycom­

munll\ I :\In non. [ ollm\ mg rhc 

mccung, 11 hort mghr-umc march 

from the church to the Jatl \\'l:l" 

pbnnc.>J ' l11c: pa \'tous day.\\ hue lC':!cl­

n., tn ~htrton had :.t~:ppc:J up their 

rcst ... tancc 10 \OUng nght l>\ calling 

10 suue trooper" to arrc't 'CI < rep­

rc:,cntaU\ c Jamc Orange and force 

an end to bro.1dcrung de: m1 ln"lrn uon~. 

Con-.cqucnth, 'lUte troopers. puhcc:­

men. and angn \\ hite aw:uted dem-

up 7.ton'sllupcl \t«hoduc 01urd• 
'.!.anon 

&t mlrfi Albcrtlurnrr :ujamnud.ce 
J.aclson gr:nor mr Muaon 

&rwm nglrt lA'l"-ndes County Counbouse 
u~\'JIC\llle 
on,trator"' '"hen thn lcfr the church 

:tftcr Vtn:~n's .,pecch and the mus.; 

mntmg. bt:aung SCU\"lst" a \\ell ll" 

nC\\ rcportl·r~ on the .,ccnc. )tmnlle 

l..eeJack~on. 1 rpng to hdp lm grand­

lath(rc,capca brutal bcaung. ru~hrd 

11110 a cafe, follo\\cd ~ tate uoop­
ers. \\hen the: trooper" hu Jackson'.; 

mother who \\'ll' abo 10 the rc.~r.1u · 

rant, lad;o;nn fi1ught b:ack 11nd \\ .1:. 

hiJI point blank b, one uf tlw troop­

c; r laci '' •n d c.-d tn the ho ... pual C\ en 

da\ L!ua. '\:c" Slm~:r:l~eoi thcC\'Cfll, 

strl'ngt he ned b) tcsumum ot hc.ucn 

~H( r~:p<>rrc:rRtch.:ud V:tlenam from 

hts ho pual bed, further publtozed 

the: need 10r tcdcral actton to end the 

'10lcncc and ensure: the cJnl nghr of 

protc.,tnr' in \l.1bJm:t. 

\'oung nght" protc t .. ., • h ta and 

l'.lanon spread to <Jthc:r p .. r. ,j the 

\labama hl.lck bdt. In l.u\\ nclcs 

Count), rhirt) -sc ,·en \fncan \men­

cnns tried to rcgi tcr .11 the counhuu<.c 

tn llovncvul on March 1, the first to 

nuc:mpt rcgt~tt:nn •tn more than thirt\ 

'car .. Km •. who' 1 I ted cnurrhou ~:s 

m D.alla ... Perr}. \\ tlc:ox..ant.ll..owntlc' 

16 Fagor 62·64 Garrow 55-56 

17 Fag r 64-65 Garrow 55·56 

18 Fagor 66-68 Garrow. 57·58 

19 Fag r 69·71 Garro¥~ 6G·61 

20 Fager 72·15 \VJI:lams 265 Garrov. 61 
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counuc that d:t\ to lend upport tO 

\incnn \mcncan :utempung tO 

rcgt t~r. confronted l..ownde~ C ounn 

regtstnlr arl GoJ,on about the fact 

that no \fnon Am~ucans were reg 

t~u:rcd to \Otc in the count\. Gol on 

rebuked Kmg and refu ed to allou 

the thim -seven m rcgt tc.r: 'I u '0 weeks 

larcr, \fnon Amenans a !'alll tnc:d 

to reg1stcr antllc:U"nccl t he1r apphca· 

uon \\ere not bcutgacccprccl :u the 

counhou c, but at the count\ Jllll. 

Regs.;trnr • howe\cr. rcmm:cLi the 

voucher rcqusrcmcnt l11r appltctnrs 

and of th~: ~\Cote en \du.> t.umpktcd 

apphcauon . rwn succe .. full\ pa:;scd. 

< ln 7\ lnrch 19. Lownd<.' Count} \ t 

ncan \me nC'/111" created thetr own 0\'11 

nght:. nrg:~~u~anun '' 11 h 1 he hdp of 

the < I.C • The group called rhc:m 

. ch cs the Lowndes Count} < hrisuan 

L\lo\Cillcnt tor Human Rtghts 

(LCC \ II IR) and named John I lulc:tt 

as the iirst chllllman. 

t a mtmonal scn'tcc for Jmumc 

I ccJacksonon 1-ebruaf) 2 at Zton's 

( h.1pd :l. l cthodi~t Churchm Manon, 

J:tmc ... Ue\ cl calletl tor . m.\Cch from 

i\f2rion to MomgomCI) to prorc't the: 

ktllmg of hack<on and the \'lOicnce 

m tl tctcd on \frican \mcncans and 

to dclt,cr the ph.·a for \nun nght ... 

to \ labamn (,o, ern r (u~orgl 

\'\hllace. < ln the,· 1 l.u .. i c,un\ fu ­

neral. \laH·h 3, rn~ < I C announced 

It 1111\:ntu H\ tc'J folio\\ lk \ ~.: 1\ pl.m 110 

~ larch 7 The march, hm\ c\ cr, would 

stan rn. d mamst •d ot Manon. T h 

dn\ before the m::uclt, about e\ent\ 

''hue I b mtan p ruop:ncd an a 

march to the c.umthou m a shou 

of support forth Afn n · \mencan 

''Onng nghts mm ement In general. 

op uon to the mo \cment hea,'th 

out\\ u •heel '1qblc Sl!,'ll of support 

fro m the\\ hue co mmumn. Prot~t 

or' uftcrcd consum d1 conunaoon 

"lie "a' murdered by tlu. un {\ponqhility of c..\'£: r:r 
pollfrcrm7 .. "ho lw.\ fed hh. um tllllc..'lll\ tht: ~wle 
bruul of lwrrul and the \fWtlulmeat of rad m .. 

M !'tl Luthl!r K r Jr at J '~'"~" L e acks SeM 

and threat of' sole nee at the hnnd-. 

ot '' hitc rac1"1 group" "uch a the Ku 

Klux Klan KKK . the \mcncan :\::m 

P.trt\, and Othn:;. 'J'h~ mn'>t crtou~ 

ph\ "iculthrc.ll~ oiLcn cam~ imm l.l\\ 

cnlo rcemcnt ollictab., such as ~her· 

tiT jtm < lark an,! <;t, tc trooper act 

Ill~ m the: n l tllc oi prc5c.:n m,.;or.lcr. 

In nddltton , \\ h ue ( ttl7.cn~· C ounob 

promoted the: mamtcnancc of cg· 

21 Tha name Lowndos County Cnrtstlan 
M:we tor Human Rights" was baled on th 
Alatl:lmll Chn.ti;!nMove:nen% b Human Rig'lts 

mil'oaharn organtz tion crcatoo by Fred 
II!S110r1h • hen tl10 NAACP was protWI cd 

1 55 Ralph E. Lu er H.stDrical 
Didliillryiil Righ:s Movement lanham. 
M.!l)'1and ThoScarocrowPress Inc. 1997) 10 
Chartcs W EajJles Outside Agt-.ator: Jon Cbniel5 

nd lheCi\'f Righls t.bvoment It! A!3ba.ma Ctl!l;lOI 
H UniVel&lty ol NOM Carol na Press 1993 
120-22; F~ 83-84 

.mJ the I cdc:ral Hurc. u ot Im c<oug.t 

uon I BI). l ln the s. me da) n the 

.. n111u:rned u hltl Cltt7.t'n~ .. march. 

G(l\l rnnrGcorgc \\ all.au: an nounced 

hts tntcntron to pn.·,·cnr the march 

irom ~dma to \ lontgomen, st ung 

that n would be a threat to pubhc 

~a let\ and mhslm the:: tlow of com 

nH:rcc: o n the l ltghwa) 0 rnutc. 

\'\ illlace mformed n n::porh.:r th!lt tau: 

'' hate\ cr mea-

22 Fag r 82 W 267-68 Garrow 72 
Govemmcnl ~and rnaotprgpaga~lda 
canw ICed many :w Communist Pany 
organl:ed and c:ontro!cd ll1c , lig!lls I"'D'o''ll!OOIIL 
The A!mlma U!gisla!lve Commtsslol1• ProseiYe 
the Peace ~ed ln June 1 065 thlrt SCLC w s 
subslll under cornral o! CommuniSllil" and 
lhnt SNCC ·an apont tor the Commun s1 
consptr cy w s an e~lf mety dang ou 
lrTesporlslble groupwtuch tends 10 promote n t 
ci~IOgainsupportfor ~ ·~ 
142-43 
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Opponu White Ciurcns Council 
dcmonnr.ucs :tt?•nst vonng nght 
March20 1965 

& kpvunJ Tc:u I?' dttpcncs 
m.uchen on Bloody~ und.ty 

&lttu. troopers 11t.1 1.. m.uchen on 
Blot><ll und.J} 

" chn:t and the hhu:k hdt agton ot 

\!J.bama for 'C:\ eral \ear • hdpm~ 

lol·al lc:adc.:r eqnbh h a solid ba col 

suppon for Cl\ d nJ!ht mo' ement 

acm .. ue tn th rc.: cllo~ .. ngmuch 

tlch:u c. .lluon • ~' < ( r- , d 

bet"ee "'-< l.Jnd (J( "'-<C 
ch:11rmat. J 1l1n I c' • !> ;tt J ,n .1 Itt-

ll\ "C' J Jo.,ea \'\'illiam led the group \nth 

John I e~ 1 marclung nc);t to htm. 

Kmg. C:lthcrcom .. nccd tlun the march 

\\ ould ~unph end \\1th rna ' nrrc~t' 

or heedmg nlh 1cc 10 protect ht" lttc, 

cho"c w ··r:t} 111 \tlnnta to preach in 

ht~ home church th t t" 1 "J hc march 

lttt Bro~n < h pel ' ' 1n rrect, 

t.r.~ulmg to \laba~ . ..... w and then 

to Bro d t.rcrt, \\ luch led out of rown 

b) cro<.stng O\cr the Alabama Rtn~r 

'ta the EJmund Pcttu Bnc..lge. The 

m. rchcr t•ncountcrcd no uitictnl 

n:sbtanct: \\ tthtn thl• Cit) hnut" of 

nurchers. Protes!Ors cr .. ' ~-aten and 

knod.cd to the grou u. l,cnu Clark 

ant! ht po se, all n hurseback, 

charged mto the cr >wc..l 11 marcher , 

cha'tng them back tnt "-c:lma. Report 

cr ettpturnl the \lokncc and chao 

of the ccne on tilm that appeared 

on the nauonal e\c.:mn • nC".\ s. I tom 

tlanta, Dr. Ktng 't:nt telegram to 

mmt tcrs nero the coWli.!J cnllmg 

for a not ht r march on Tucsdaj. March 

9. lit" rcqut: t, pntrcd wuh ut onal 

medta \;0\'cragt of .. Bioc:.J· ' unda .'' 

crt"atnl . n outpc>urtnguf "uppurt for 

• n1c troop;. rs "ith the1r gas mrub on and ga1 guns dra" n tht n began to shoot gas on 
111 and rh, troopers in front jumped off the; tn1cks Those tandmg at att.nt on /xogalltO 
club 11s Tlz, ho , "" ~ rpught on rlw sct'n ami" It' mo ,. human thwr rh~ 
rmoper. rlrm U7Jped tht 1•1/len 'ICttnu 

J - Amel a Platts Bnynton Robinson 

ter to King the orgaruzauon' conclu 

StOn tlut "the ObJCCll\ c o t the march 

do not )usu f\ the dnngerc;." 1 he 

g roup\\ auld not paructp:uc duccth, 

hut d td offcr ;.upport b uppl\'lllg 

r.td to • ca rs.. and me 't ... LI .1 tance. 

Jndt\ldual membcro; ot ~'-< ( could 

choo c to paruopat n rch, 

but nor a , o ffi ctal repre cn tAU\ o f 

the · 

< ln ' u da). ~larch -.\\hen about 

6 1 • ton. left Bro~ n hapd to 

hegm the march. "CL represcn12-

... t .he Penus 

trooper a nd 

w:uung for Lh 
\s 1hc troopc 

i\laJur John <Jo 
er~ ro <hsp~ rs 

church or ho s. H o-en \\ tlltam' 

a ked to peak ~ uh loud, but the.: 
trooper tgnorcd hts reque t and or­

derc.:d ht' m( n to advnna:. L .. mg te:ar 

ga" and btlh cluhs, the l:a\\ eniorcc.:­

mc.:nt oificc.: r fie: rcch attnc.kt:d the 

the mnrc.h to Montgomery. 

< >n ~ I 1 .; \larch I l act 

m for 1 ' ( C ac;kcl l .. D .;met 

CourtJL.- .. I r. nk ~I.Jnhn,on 1 , prt 

\"Cnt the 'flltc.: I rom lntcrfcnn • \\1th 

the.: nt>.xl dar's plannl>tl march. fuhnson 

n:tu cd ro rule on the reque-.1 unttlu 

heanng could he hdc..l •• md cn1otned 

the prott: tors from marchtng unul 

23 Willlams 268 

24 Fager 92·93 w lllms 268-69 Garrow 70.73 

25 Foger 92 98 \Vi 269-73;Garraw 73·77 
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that ume l'mg felt 

obhgnted to eo 

through u nh the: 

mard1, and hundreds 

ol 'upp1•rtl'rs from 

aero"' rhe t ur n 

h,ul arm cd "'-' a 

to p;aroop.uc. \m •flle} 

(,cncral l'atzenbach 

nod l..atJ\ Collin., the 

head of the Ju,ucc 

lx-p.nul'ICnt\ Commu 

rut\ Rchoons Scn'K'C.. 

unc.ucc~"''tulh tncd to 

dts,u,\dc Km~ and 

C\cntualh uorkt.xl to 

pre\ em a repeat of 

•he \10lcm conrron· 

tliUon of Bluud\ 

' -Ia} On the da\ of the march, 

"-m~ kd more than 1.500 marchers 

I rom Bnl\\ n Chapd to the pomt of 

~unda~ '< cncouma \\ 11h ,t.uc troop 

a ... ( lnt c ugam met b\ ... tate 1 nx•p 

crs, thc marcht."r.> were allowed t<' km.·d 

and pra\ and then return to ~c.lma 

u1thour \'lolcm tnrcn cnuon Report 

nll\ the rc: ult of a prearranged agree 

mutt bcmccn Ktng. I ern\ < nllm, 

• nd 'uue !:au enforcement oriict Is, 

the :abhrc\•tatcJ march \\II' Inter 

duhhnl .. Turnaround Tul.'sda)." 

llnpmg for a ~u1ck hc.1ring ll\ ludgc 

John on on the march rt."quc,t, l'mg 

n"'hd tht num'tcC'o arui other upport 

cr \\ ho luu.l arm eel 1n. clm:t to march 

to ta\ m tou n for a tC\\ mort: da\ 

\mong rho ... e u ho tn\ ed was L m 

tanan mml,tt:rJamc' Rt h Rccb nnd 

two d lf nuu~tctS\\lr( auackcdout 

'tdc A dr 1:1 re:-taurant the mght of 

l'urn.1ruund Tuc-.dJ\, Rcc:b rccen ed 

a blm\ ro the ht: td th:H 1\\ o da\ l:uer 

prm cd sa tal. 

Inc mcrca ... m~h 'talent rcacut "' 

to the 'OlUll! nchrs mo\ cmc:m 

pawned s,mpath\ protc:"'t and 

marcht." throughout the black bdt 

rcg10n • ,f \labama .u1d an Clue , em" 

the nsuon 111 the \Hck folio\\ tng 

Bt.xxl '-und.t} and 'I n r , md I'w:' 

da\. In -..dm.l, \Ia\• r.., 1 IH:rrn:m 

bann J _u r.tar.·h·' ,n .h ... ttl\, .111d 

1 rote tOr' 'O\\ cd ro hold a 'tgtl un 
ulthc.:\ '\\eft' nlloucd to march Pub 

he S.ltet\ Dtrcctor \\ tlsnn Baker kept 

the protc"t 10 the nc:tghborhooJ 

nmund Br0\\11 ( lupd and the (,corge 

\\ a'hlll};l"n C.tr H r puhltc hou .. mg 

proJect. m.trkmg the lml' nt l\1'-. hlr •ck 

a de \\ nh a bar ucadc protl' ·rors 

duhbct.l tht: "Bcrhn \\all.'' !'rudcm 

from'l'u,kl'£lC In ututeand Abbanu 

S!Jlte College nurched tn Monrgom 

en. In\\ il"htngt n. D , demon tra 

to~ marcht.-d outSide th~ \'\'hue Hou' 

and gathered • ut tdc the attornc\ 

gcncral\ nfticc. 1 cdcrnl huildmg' tn 

( htc:uru, i\il" 'I ork, Dctrc•lt, ::~nd 

mhcr north~.:rn ..:ltlc' dso bn·amc the: 

ne' oi protc:'t" Protc: tors -ought 

tedcr.tltntcn cnuon rn \lab3ma to en· 

able the enure march trom ~clma ro 

1\lomgomen tO t.tkc place 

B\ rh1 umc,tht:C\cntsofthc' >t 

mg nghr mo\ t: 

mc.m had pu,hed 

Prc<>tdcnt 
l11h11,1)n to pro 

p<>'( \Otlrlg nglll!> 
lcgt,);mon. On :ill 

urda\. \b.rch 13, 

\ttornC) Gcn 

eral Karzcnbach 

reached an ll!,'R't' 

mcnt wuh Rcpuh 

liam congrc-. .. mcn 

on a formula fur .1 

H•Uill! nght" btll 

md :t draft \\35 

pre t•nted to the 

Pre sJcnt. The 

samt: <13\, \ labamn Go' crnnr (,eorgt 

\\alia to \\ n.,hsngwn to dts 

l'll~~ t t ..,, 1 .t snuauon with Prc"1 

dent Jro),n,, >n. \!though\\ :tllacc had 

• 'ktd for the mrcttng. IPhn<>nn w•cd 

the oppOrtUill(\ tO lC\ ltl p~ C"Ulll~ 

\\ illlacc 10 use loc.tl and ''· t\: lau en 

1orcement to prmCCt a r ' . c 
tl\t~t" an a march trO'l' -1. r1a tn 

~lontgomcn, an order J fed 

<'ralmtcnenuon. De-pitt: Johnson\ 

dtorts, \\allacc returned to \lah.un.1 

'" • nnoun .... rh:u the march \\ouiJ 

onh ht• .dlt>\\<.<.lto procn•d wht:n a 

federal court c1rder authon7.1nc n h 1d 

been l 'ucd. The tollo\\ m~ :\Ianda\ 

on naunnal tclC\ tSJon. rhe Pre tdcm 

prt.'St'nted Lhc' oung nt>lu' lct.,•bbuon 

tn 11 llllnt cs 1on of c ongrc''• <.tat 

tng rhnt all \mcn•.an' .. muo;r mer­

ct>mt tht: cnpplmg lcgncyot hiJ.(otn 

:md lllJU'Ul c" h\ takmg lll1 the cau'' 

26 Fagot 101-105 \Wiams ~74 Garrow ln-87 

27 Fager 100 112·18 ana 138 39 Wimams 275 
Roburl J N~rrell Reaptng the ~71ii1n'f1Kt The Civf 
Rights Movemenl TusAegee Chapel H:!l 
Unvcrs:ty of North carolina Pre$$ 1998 reprint) 
172 74 
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of \Otmg nghr . < ln Tue dl\, :\brch 

16, i'ollo\\ ang a protc t march m 

1\ionrgomen m \\ h1ch ~( C work 

ere; and tudent were: bruutlh beaten 

b) load l:tu cnforccmemoltiaal , the 

'>C I.< recel'• cd \\ ord that ludge 

John on had 1 o;ucd a permit for the 

m:trch from • dma tn Montgomtn 

and ordered tate , nd federal l:m 

cnforet:ment pr >tecuon tor the 

m:~rchcr' 

The fit" tour nule march \\as 

<.chc:dukd to lx:gm on "und:t\, March 

21, and \\ ould take fh e d.t\ s to com 

plt:re. Prcpamuon lor the mnrd1, 

r \:rrakcn b\ both the • < I < and 

"'-< L. rncludcd planmng for c.tmp 
(. '· equrpmenr, food, \\~ter, tOilet , 

rncdrcal -:cr. 1cc . :md rmn~porutuon 

tor m:m:hers. \ '>~( ( stnff nH:m 

her cho'c the 300 .tell\ t-ts alkmcd to 

Brltm Mar h 21 umpsnr- l>a•td 
H211 propcrn 

&r k Mv h 22 Cll!lftlltc 
R~»~r Itt pr~rt) 

&n m n In :\larch :! amp arc 
Cm ol'r Jude 

&rl:grn J 'P' rrurkms 
H11:h"'-a' 0 I '16'i 

march the court· route from dma t• 
1\fomgomcn. conccntraung on local 

em rst u ho had bet n 111\ oh ed tn 

carlter' nng nght conihct Judge 

John on's order a1lo\\1ng the: march 

lrmued paruopauon tom • more than 

)00 marchers 111 the two-lane poruor1 

ot the llrghwa\ 

g Jffit:n, the ecu 

rnn through J.o\\ 

crnor \\allacc: rC'tu 

parucrp:mt lca\'ln.g Br0\\11 Chnpcl 

.:-)han ::-rr~(t i .. 

(oUt ot ~elma nuo 'tm: Pt ttu-. Bm 

~auonal ~uanl m~n lined tlu.: n . tc 

iir't d;n. tllc marchers htkcd c\en 

mih: to the Dn' ull I all propcm IU t 

off I ltgh\\"3\ 0 to Clmp for the mght, 

although roam returned to Selma for 

the t.'\ cmng. lltc next da\, tht.· march 

cro: cro ed Into I O\\ nJe" < ounl\ 

\\here rhc tour bne lughw:n narrll\\'tod 

to t\\0 lane , :and the number of 

u~ .• n.u.u}l! :!d tO the reqwmfJOO 

u c.{ In 

-~~-Jude m :\I ·nr~omcn, a burld 

mg omplcx \\ uh a ho~pHal, o:chool, 

d church run b\ the C.atht he 

Ch rch. c In ~t. Jude',. pla~1ng field, 

rm upporrcrs f h.. march hcld 

a oncen a pan of · r r, for Free 

d m" mlh tu cclcbr .. ~e the final leg 

or the march. 
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< >n ~larch 25. 25,000 marcher 

n.":ldu..-d their final desun:mon at 1he 

\lahama ~tate C..apnol. t ln th~ back 

of a tlatbed truck nc11r the.: step' of 

the hc.-a\ 1h guarded cnpllol buildmg, 

CJ\ 1l nght mo\ emcnt lc:~dc:rs gath 

cn:d for n rnlh mcludmg MartH\ 

l u1· c.:r KmgJr. ~c I ( , I I l~\\1"' 

, '\,( < , Rm \\ tlkms (f '\. o :mal 

\ .. ~ aauon for the \ch · L"l': em of 

Ru,un, unl Ro~1 PJrl" 1-.m g~\c.: nne.: 

of h1' mo t m pmn .... ,~.._ 1cs at the 

ralh, .;umman7Jng the trugglc: for the 

nght to complete th~ march'\\ ht.·n he 

~:ml· ''l'hc\ told us '\\C.: \\ouldn't get 

here. \nu there\\ ere tho~c '\\ ho atd 

that \\C\\"'uld get here onh O\cr thcrr 

Sal.- ;o Montgomery Nauonal HIStoriC Trail 

{lead bodic . but all the \\ orld tod:t} 

knn\\, th.H \\ c arc here and that \\ l 

.1re stnnJtng hc.:ton.• th~ forces ul 

po\\et In th~: SI:IIC ot \labam:1 J} 

tng, "\'\c :un't gum' let nobod} turn 

U" round! '' I ollowtn~ Ktng' 
pecch, he and a mall 'i!rnup of 

nurch~: r'atu:mptt.·d to c.: mer the '-'·'P' 

wl to gn e a 'nttng nghb pcunon to 

.. o,~rnor\'\allace \'\-allacc rcfu,cd Hl 



IAji Muc.hm g;uhncd outllde l>cxta 
A•-mur fUpt st \JlUr h. March 25 1%5 

U'f \ IN from lll"J' of Al.&Nma Ull" 

..:~puol dun s ~~}x, f, llo\\lng compkt1on 
of::.<:lnu to Montgnrmr) nur h 

nHu the group \t the ~.nd of the 

m. rc:h and rnlh, th< •usand of p:trUCJ 

p.mt mnde thc1r \\D\ out ot ~font 

gilmer} uqng am mean' nt 

nlln,port:mon the~ could tind. Troop' 

cnlkd 111 w gu.1rd ugom't \ wlcnn· 

dunng the march 11.'11 the area, lc. '­

mg marcher \'Uinanbl~. to attack b) 

angn \lo'lmc \ 1ol.t 1 lu7.zo, a 0l"trolt 

h.,u,C\\1 tc. ser\ c d .t ~ ct r to 

,hurtle marcher b d • .. ta. \1 

11. r makmg one tnp , 'l 1... e \\';1" 

dm tng back ro \I .. ..1cry \\ Hh 

march parucrp201 LcrO\ ~loton to 

ptd; ur more marcher \\hen he was 

hot 10 the h~.ad ll\ Ku Klux 

Kbn'nun tn another 1.-ar. The nokncc 

mcreascd upp Ht tor the \ oung 

R . t \ct.'' h1ch \lou ra cd b' the 

<: • re on M:n 26, 1965. nnd b~ the 

flo_ c 01 Rcprc cntoll\~ on luh !J, 

Prc,tdc.:mJohn on s1gncd the htll mto 

la\1. on \u~"\t t 6, 1965. 

'11,c ~uccc,,ful complr.:uon ut the 

• lma to Mnmgomen march and the 

pa sage ut the \ onng Rtght!'i \ct 

resulted tn m:~jor cll!lngc' m \fm.:.m 

\mcrican 'ti(Jng p.urern~ and pohut-:al 

panJclpannn. h "tgnnlll\ luhn~11n, 

d l \<'I ng R1ghh \ct bannrd hta.IC\ 

r~.qutrl.tnctlt~ nnd suntlar rc''' lllr 

r~o·gbtcrint; Pr\ oung tn 'tltt~o·s or coun 

tiC" \\her~ Jr,., than tiit) percent nf 

P' •I CPO horc~\\CR' r~o-gtsrcrcd 10 \file: 

n '\o l.'lllbcr I. 11)64, on ouxi mth~ 

• 1164 prcs-tdcnual clccunn. I'hc act 

authonz~d the: nttornc\ gcncrr1l to 

'end tcdcrnl rcga trnr to regt Ill' 

\ Otcr' 10 tho-.e COUnllt' or tate~ 

\\here 'uch dt cnrmnauon had oc 

curred and rt.'qUlred tho'!<' JUrudtcuon~ 

10 rccc:t\c the p rmts,.aon of the Ju' 

uce Dcpanmem or the lcdeml dts 

tnct court tor the Dtstnct of 

( olumbr:t before m:~ktngnn\ ch:anges 

10 regt5tnutononoungmctlu•d' The 

"The\' told u He 
u ouldn 'r get here. 
And rhere were thoH! 
u·ho aid that we 
u ould ~et here only 
o1·er rheir dead 
bodie . but all the 
h orld today knou ·' 
rhur H'e art' here and 
rhcll we are ~landing 
bt!}ore rhe force., of 
JWH er in the stale of 
Alabama ,·aying. 
'JJ'e ain '1 f!Oin ·lei 

"' 
11 u hoch Ill r11 11!) 

around. · " 

M.ln LJ.. her K ng Jr Maret 5 1 65 

act' pro\lsaon« attcctt•d t\locnt}-"IX 

counucs m the state of ~orth C.uo­

hnaandtheentuc:statc ... ot \" ·, Ma, 

( t<.'Orgta, I..OUI"tail.'l,.\li-.,I"IPI' l nh 
< :uohna, and \ trg~ma.l' 

In carr\1ng nut th~ pr • '' o-. of 

th( act, \Horne\ G~ncr .J '\!cro)ao; 

K:uzenh:~ch wtthin thrc.:e d ... :>t the 

an' apprm al Jc-.lgn.ned mn«..' coun­

nes 10 rccct\ c t~o·lkr.al rcgi,tr:lr~. 111-

dudtng LJ.alf.t, Count\, \I;~ bam:~.< )n 

\ugu"l 1 t. onh ctght da~' followmg 

pa -.ageofthcact.3~'>1 \fncan \men 

can rcgt,tl'rcd to \Ole 10 Dallas 

< oum~. a totallargc:r than the num­

ber that had bcc:n :1blc to regi'lcr 10 

the enure -.Jxn -li\ c ) car .. preceding 

the lcgtslauon I ~dcm] r~'trar-. n-.-

32 James M Washln!lttln. eo A Tes:&mem of 
Hope rhe Essential ~~ !Jn9S ana 5pe«hes oJ 
M.JTM l...uther l<tng .k New Yono. Harper Collins 
1986) '127 

33 Fagor 160-63 VJilllams 283-85 

34 Lul\cr, 27<4 75. Rhoda l01s Blumoerg eM/ 
R.ghrs Trle t960s Fteedom Sl!uggle (Boston 
T"ayn" Pubhshafs 1991) 132·33 
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1gncc.lto Lou ndes and Montgun\en 

cnunuc .. aho1 reg1 ll.'rCd \lrtcnn 

\menc.m \Utc.rs at n raptd p:tn . B) 

':>' ~ mbcr I %5, npproxinu1c.:h 8.000 

\tncan \mcr1can had rcgNcrcd tn 

Dalla" ( ount\, more than 2,0 10 

l.O\\'Jldc:s C'..ounn, and appronmatch 

-,IJIIO n t 1 c Cit\ ot :\lontgomtr\, 

\l.tb:lm.t < omp.mng hbck and'' hue 

of the 1ac1 that 

\ frican \ ml"ra 

cnn .. yutckh took 

ad\'lUttagc.: ol the 

pro' , ' ..,r the 

\ oong R 1 \ct 

In 

1 CJ6-t. 69.2 percent 

ot dtgtblc \\hues \Hrc rt"gJ~Ic.:rcu to 

\"Otc. but onh 19 1 percent ol 'ot 

mg·agc \fnran \mcncan•ucrcrcg 

tstcrc.:d. B\ 1969, the ~t::uc', '' hnc-.;mcr 

rc.t!I,Ir:ttlc 111 had rcachcd 94 .61X"rcc.: nt 

\\htlnhc numhcrol ~incan men 

1. m rci.TI"Icred to \ote had dunbcd 

to 61.3 percent. 

!though \I non \mcncan' ter 

Top Manorul u:rvtcr lor wm 
•1ctUJU of voung nglm 
moY~:mc:m 1%5 

Rd010 Jorudun Dlmrl• 
mmtorul l~-ndd Urunl} 
CounhoiUC 

rcgtsrtnuon soared tollow:mg p t!i~agr: 

ot the \'oung R1gh1s \cr, mam \1 

ncan \mcttetn '' nunucd to cxpc 

ncncc d1,cnmmnuon and ''hill' 
r~ ,.._tance to rc.:gtstc nng and 'oung. 

In Lowndes< ount}, Alabama, \1n 

can \mc.:ncan m:tdc up 5 p~·rcc.:m 

ol the popul.uwn and not a smglc 

\tncan \sm.:man \\':!' rcg1<.tc.:red Ill 

-.; otc m c..':lth 1965. 

\\ mg the 

"13 tO :\loot 

en march, 

n {'f'S, 

by -...toke!\ 

arnucl.o~d. l, ~an 

rcgtster \ tncnn 

\men can\ otcrs tn 

the count\. \\ hen 

krwn~pa ... sedsn \u~rust 19 :;,,,c < 

had r~sreccdonh about.,. ..r:~n 

\menc:m.s tn Lmmd The \~J!.!;U t l 0 

:.un\-al 01 a tCclcrnl rCJ...TI'u·:tr under the 

prO\ blons of the act had a 'i!,'lllfi 

cam p<J'Itl\ c 1m pact nn the rate ol 

\1 nc:~.n· \mc.:.ncan rcgt-:tranon, hut the 

re ulun~ mcrease &_Cn.t\'lltc-d \\ hitc 

~l,tancc w' ter rq..'l rnmon cfion 

( )n \ugu-.t 20, a tlt•pur~ shcnl i 'hot 

and !.:tiled Cl\ tl nght acm'btJonathan 

Dameb, \\ ho had JU t been rdea'cd 

from tht" COUIII) j'ltl ;.lftt:r ~t"f\ tng :1 

\\ c:c.: k-lon~ emcncc for parnctpaung 

m a Civil nght dcmon,trunon. An all 

\\hllcJun acqwltcd thcdcput} ~hcrt!f 

of the sho• 111ng. In addmon, "hne 

land O\\'JlCr tn I.O\\ ndc: Count) rc· 

t:thatc.:d a •am 1 \fncan \mencan 

clfort.., to \Ole anJ gam pohucaluf. 

iin b} cncung tenant lanrh:r' and 

then i':uniltes from their land Ill n~ ­

ccmher 1965.1 he: m.tJI lnn·of thl.' \f 
ncan- \mcnc.m populanon 10 

l..o\\ nde" Count\ \\ orked lb farmer,, 

mo't a-. harccroppcrs or tcn.1nr farm 

crs on\\ lm~-(1\\'tlcd land \X'hc..>nahout 

t\\Cnt) or the: tarn1 tamilic" ucr~ 

inrccd out I tlit.tr home~. tbl'\ c" 

t.thlt~hcd ·rem C II\ on .tn \iru.:.tn 

\mcncan o c. r lot of land on 

Htgh\\'n\ :-.lt, ~omc lanuJte, h\ cd 10 

tent' for :h long ll' t\\o \"c:tr-.. 

( I\ tl nghts Ngant:-tng 10 the bl:tck 

belt rcgton 01 \laham:atncr~"2"cd alter 

pa '3!!l llf the \o11ng Right' \ct, 

t:'pccull} m I n\\ ndc5 Count\ \\here 

"hitc backla~h encourn{!t'd rather than 

deterred \tncan \mcncan "o'• te I 
cuon. ln till' 'ummL·rof 196'\, \ '\.( ( 

"·orkcrs Ji~CO\ crcd 10 \laluma ,1\\ 

nliO\\,nJ! 1he formauon of poliucal 

paruc .. at the counn lc\ t I. Local rc'J 

tkm" created nn mdcpcndcnt p.ut\ 

that \\Ould gi\C \fncan \mcncans 

more opportun111c, to holu lucal 

clntcd otiirc dun the.:) would gatn 

thmuc:b accc"' to the maJonn "hue 
Dcmocrauc part\. The nc\\ part) , 

35 Lawson.329-31 ~and0"9"""" 2.!5-47 

36 Ctlybome Carson In Srrup;' SNCC and :ne 
Black Av.akenmg of the 1960s (C8mbndgo 
HaMirdUniversity Prtl$5 19811 164~ Cha!1es 
DentP/ /n6gnant Heatt A B:ac' Wct\st s Joumsl 
~Sol.:tlEndPrcss t978)2tS.t8 Stokely 

C&rmid'tae! and ChaOOs v Hamlton. 8'ad. A:T<o~ 
The Polltlcs of Ubera:.'on In ~ lN"" YCH'> 
Vonta-~ Books 1967) ID0-107 
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"It Kas like a hoi' cntladc, IIJ;c Gandhi 1 march ro the 
se" )ou duln ~ ·~ctlirr!d I 'Oil r£'al~1 dtdn 1 g, 1 ". ary. 
~'Oultad to go It •wn mon• thtm a11 ortluwn march Tt1 
me th, n "as tl£'\'£ r a march like 1/u<> om be jon. and 
thtrT! hasn t been one mcc lttiO\ tlu Ulst of 
commumn mo\ mg then. -a )OIItla/ked \Oil CJ\1 

people coming u m m~. hrmgmg 'ou jood or brmgmg 
you IOIIIt?tlung to drmll " 

- John Lewis 

ofiicaalh known a the l.o\\ ndc 
C ounl\ I rcc,t,,m ( lrgnmznuon 

(U I t l . dm c rhc: biJc.k panther :ls 

'" S\ mbol, makmg n u tore: runner of 

the: Alack Panther P.trn ~ tab!J~hcd 111 

< l.1kbnd, C.ahfor 

ma 111 1966.1 nth<' 

'\. 'canh~r 1%6 

c: k{ t c•n. the 
LCI () ponsorcd 

'"en \tncan­

\mt•rac '" camla 
da~t s for lne.•l 

ofiice ancludm~ 

.;Jwrui, coroner. 

collcl·tor, and 

three member< of rhc Board ot I·du 

en non \I though none of rhe J < I (l 

cnndtdatcs \\':1' ck'Ctcd, thctr pn: en~.- c 

on the: h.1llor \\'11:-. J nl:IJor 'rc:ton for 

\tncan \mc.ricm' ungnghtdnthl 
1966 Dalla C ount\ dccuonc:. no 

\ irican \mencan c~nduiarcs ''ere 

ckaed, hut \"Ot~rs .. ucc~ sfulh oustro 

~hcnft fmt < l;~rk from ofiit c, dec t­

ang hrs more moJ~rntl' \\hue <}ppo­

ncm, \\ d on Bab:.r. 

lh the btt.: 196().; 

:m.IJ9- 0s, \fncan­

\sn~ ncn n c-.mdr­

d1tt':i \\l"Hl tn0t::a$1I~ 

numbers ot cin. 

COUll!\, and 'l:itC· 

h:H·l pnlrm:ul ot­

litt:'> \mer~ 10 

'~ l:l dt~tt."l.i 

.1~ c ha Bm nton. 

I rcdcnck R~e,(:. 

and thrccothu· \f­
nam-1\nuncnn candadarcs to tht.: at\ 

councilml9-2 con~umnn~one half 

ot the coun6llllembcrs In Lo" llUl'' 
C ount\,Jnhn l lulr.:tt. ch.urm:tn oi rht.: 

I ( F< >.won the ofiicc of <hcnfi. B\ 

19-~ more than 2..(1()(1 \ fnom \men 

held polauC'JI otlicc in a he: 1 •mcd 

' ~.sndulhn~ \ndr<'\\ \uungand 

B .. r.>ara Jordan, the fir-.r \irron 

\rm ncans front f( •r tnl < ')t ic."11cratc 

rare: c; ch:ctcd to the I :-.. ll ou~c o t 

Rcpre cntam c m 'l' ~.-m. ...ars. 'I he 

1)! hucnl. CU\1t\ of \tncan \amnc.111' 
n.:prc,~utcd ll\ rhoc ofticc hnlda,, 

nndll\ thc:nun} oth r .. whoha\t.:g(1nc 

on to p.aruop:ate 111 the procc: tn 

more recent \can;, 1 a tnbutc to th~ 

cfionsuf Cl\'11 nght' KU\"hls 111\ol\'cd 

Ill the \'OUng rt~ht~ ffiO\CillCill Ill 

\' ' :una :md throughout the: Unncd 

' .. who helped cxp.Uld dcmocraC\ 

37 Cluvoland SellefS ttl Robeft Terrell 17Jo River 
ol No Rerum The Autobiogl11tptral a 81aclc ~twll 
snd the Ule snd Oes:h 01 St.CC (Jatkson 
Untvors;:y Press of M~slssw 1973J 151·5-1 
Cluson. 162-66 Oonoy 2\2·14 Luk [ 28 ond 
164 Lawson 337·38 CarmlCilaelandHamllton 
Ul6-1B 

38 Sleven F lawson R(Jtlltln[lfcxFroodom; CMI 
RiphtsandBiacl PohiiC.SUl Amenca Smoo J941 
(Phila:lel;mla Temple UOIVelsrty Pcess 1991), 
118-19 ond t-43 



The civil rights movement and the concept of 
nonviolent protest and change 

Individuals in community working for 
the common good 

Jhe power of national organizations 



• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Interpretive Themes 

lmerprcll\ c theme. commumc.ate the '-IAJ1tllcancc of the ~t'lnu to 
:\1untgomen :\:anunal llt stonc ·1 r:ul. The\ cmbod\ the trall'c; 'to 

ric-., .-.lthou~h thn rna\ not anclude C\ en thtng we rna\ '' 1 h to mtc r­
prc t. 1 hcse <:tatcment' connect trml re,ourcc' to the J.uger proccs-.e .... 

"'stem", rdcas .. md 'alue" of '' htch thc~ are a part. \ kc\ stone , 
thc-.c o\ erarrhmg stone'> th:ll the resource h:n e to tell are cun,t.1nt, 

no nutter\\ ho the audteilCl' t<; or'' hat mean' \H: usc to cnmmunt­

c.He '' 11h them. I ndced, rhc) arc the butldtnc blnck ... -t he rore cun 

tt.'nt-on '' hich tht.·tmcrpn: t:lUiln tnd 1: ducau< m pr•~rams .1rc fnunlk·d. 
·n1c theme st.ltcrncnt"- that follm' arc the ke\ tdca' through \\ luch 
the tratl':o. tgmticam rc<.r)urcc ,aJu~:s \\til be conH\Cd to the pubhc. 
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THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT AND 
THE CONCEPT OF NONVIOLENT 
PROTEST AND CHANGE 
The civil rights movement is one part of the 
story of centuries of struggle by African 
Americans for equal participation in American 
society. Thousands of ordinary people worked 
to mobilize and sustain the civil rights 
movement. Using tools such as grassroots 
organizing and mass protests, activists 
carefully planned and executed movement 
events. A legacy of activism and protest in 
the black belt of Alabama fueled civil rights 
organizing in the area. The Selma to 
Montgomery marchers remained true to the 
tradition of nonviolent civil disobedience, 
gaining the "high ground'' to make their 
demands known to their community and 
nation. In the end, the Selma to Montgomery 
voting rights march became a landmark event 
in the long history of the civil rights movement 
in the United States. The modern civil rights 
movement and its use of nonviolent protest 
stood as an example for other democratic 
movements (Vietnam War opposition, the 
women's rights movement, and others). As 
our national experience evolves, people wh~ 
continue to question authority and fight for 
change through nonviolent means build on 
the legacy of the movement. 

THE VOTING RIGHTS MARCH OF 1965 
The Selma to Montgomery voting rights march 
of 1965 was a civil rights protest that brought 
profound change to the political and social 
fabric of the American experience. The 
marchers moved the issue of voting rights to 
the forefront of the political and legislative 
agenda in the United States. The march and 
the passage of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 
generated both positive and negative results 
for the communities involved including an in­
crease in voter registration, the organization 
of the Black Panther Party, the displacement 
of African-American tenant farmers who ex­
ercised the right to vote, and the out-migra­
tion of whites ~who feared increasing 
African-American political power. Today, the 
Voting Rights Act of 1965 continues to shape 
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the pattern of our national experience in re­
sponse to the changing characteristics of our . . 
c1t1zens. 

WINNING THE VOTE 
A little more than a generation ago, voting 

rights activists saw the right to vote not only 
as a privilege of American citizenship, but as 
a powerful tool to use in the future to cor­
rect race-based inequities in American soci­
ety. In order to gain the right to vote, 
movement participants paid a high price, risk­
ing their jobs, families, hon1es, and lives. 
Racists and segregationists used legal power, 
tradition, and often violence to ·halt the ef­
forts of activists. The cost, value, and meaning 
of each individual's responsibility to fully par­
ticipate in the e~ection process is exemplified 
in the story of the 1965 voting rights move­
ment. The irony of the story rests in the in­
difference many Americans display toward the 
democratic ideal of voting .. 

INDIVIDUALS IN COMMUNITY 
WORKING FOR THE COMMON GOOD 
The people and events associated with the 
Selma to Montgomery march embrace the 
concept that courageous and committed in­
dividuals, acting through local communities 
for a common goal, can bring vast change to 
the social and political fabric of American 
society. The civil rights act~vists knew they 
were not just protesting for themselves, but 
for the rights of others within their commu­
nities and for future generations. Group par­
ticipation took many forms, but generally 
started at the local level. Women participated 
in groups and as individuals, filling. the ranks 
for protest activities as well as leading local, 
state, and national-level civil rights organi­
zations. Labor unions and employee groups 
risked being fired from their jobs by partici­
pating in and leading movement protests. 
Churches and church groups played a major 
role in recruiting movement activists and hous­
ing activities such as mass meetings. Students ' 
and youth provided energy, dedication, and 
ide~lism, as they led and sustained movement 

• • organ1zat1ons. 



THE POWER OF NATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS 
,\Ln) n~nonall} kn11\\ n groups played criti­
cal roles in shaping political opinion and 
bch.n'iorat home and abroad during the m1rch 
and its aftermath. '-.wnnal ci,·il rights orga­
niz.ttions, includtng tht. '-auonal \ssoctation 
·or he \d\ anct:r en ot Colored Pt:nplc 
'- \ \CP). re '-· onal Urban League. tht.· 

C on rre-.s of R ct.ll Eyuality (CORE • rhc 
o.Jthcrn Chnst an I.e. dcr,hip Con.:ercncc 
~( I q . and cht. t dt.l1t '- m•iolc-nr Ct or­

din.uin • Commmn S '- ( < played P'' otal 
role-. in both the \'Otmg rtghts and rhe broader 
civil rights mm·cmcnr~. The n.tcional go' crn­
mcm, through cxccuth·c dircction.leg1slation, 
and judicial decision, responded to 
on.~.tnizcd en lis for ci\ il nght!-. Our­
tog the \'Oting right' mo' cmcnt. 
Prt.•-.idem L}ndon B.John,on reacted 
wid1 'trong c:-.ccuri\'c actions, nuk­
ing n.ttlonally tclc\·tc:cd pccchc in 
support of \ lltlnh right., lc~islation 
and calling rhe '-anoml Guard into 
st:n 1ce to prot\.Ct m:lt chcrc;. 1 he 

• MARION 

REGION AND VICINITY MAPS 

AL!1t.9a 
County 

Congress apprm·cd legblatinn to change. souch­
crn ,·ocer rcgi~tration practice . TJ c: uprc:me 
Court upheld or O\·cnurncd chit md ,·oonl! c •hts 
h,,., ( hher groups. inc udtng the Ku Klux klan 

f..-.1--.K . the .Americ.tn '-azi Part), the federal 
Bureau of Invesciganon I BI), and the House 
Cn \mcrican J\cti' itic-. Committee 'HU.AC) of 
tht. L. Congrc'>s created harm: r~ to rhc mon~­
mcm tl rough organized re,is · nee:. TLuough 
it all. rhe national ne\\' media prO\ ded \mcri­
can and International audiences wirh \ndcsprcad 
coverage of evcm-. during the civil righrs move­
mem, indudint> Bloody ~unday and otrcr acb 
t?f \'iolcm re-.tsrance. The public's reaction hdped 
torm national calls for action on ,·odng and ctvtl 
rights ISSUCS. 

HAYNEVILLE 

• 

TUSKEGEE 

• 
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a. 
The March Route 

Alternative A tells the story of the voting rights march as 
defined by the events which occurred between March 7 
and March 25, 1965, 1n Dallas, Lowndes, and Montgomery 
counties, Alabama 

SE~MA TO MONJ60MERY 
VOTING RIGHTS MARCH OFJ 9 65 
Alternative B builds 0 11 the story included in Attemat1ve A, prov1d1ng 
tnformat1on on the broader 1965 eft to gain voting rights by the African-
American community in Dallas, l:.ownaes and Montgomery counties. and 
the city of Manon, Alabama. prior to and dunng the march penod. The 
selma to Montgomery march atte~. the successful march from Selma 
to Montgomery, and the resultS erid 1mpacts of the march 1n Dallas. 
Lowndes, and Montg~ counties will also be ~ed for v1sitors . 

• 
The Selma to Montgomery Voting Rights March 

The American Civil Rights Movement 
Alternative C includes the stories presented 1n Alternatives A and B and 
provides a national focus by interpreting the evolution of citizenship 
nghts 1n the United States. Afncan-American efforts to achieve voting 
nghts at the local, state, and national levels would be discussed in the 
context of the civil rights movement and the larger national experience, 
includmg efforts in the cities of Marion and Tuskegee. Alabama. 
Prov1ding such historical context would help visitors understand that 
the Selma to Montgomery march, rather than bemg an isolated event, 
was mtegral to the Afncan-American quest for civ11 rights and the 
evolution of American democracy. 



The tollowu~ !'OCCuon Jl 'cnh~ ilircc 'U •ge-.tcd nl 

runat1n·~ for lusronc rt:s( ur• 100 "tor) treatment" 

on tht. '::ldma to \lnnrgomn• '\.anor13lllt~ronc "I r.ttl 

Lt ha~ b. .. ~ •. de,ign~ d to pro\ 1m: tor ca ' compan~< n 

of each of the altcrnau'c" \t:tton- c"rmnon 1) :~II 

rhc .1hcrn.ul\e~ ·"' ltsrcd .11 rhc bt:ctnnm~ ot thl" 

\h:rn.ttl\ e" arc c'\plorcd •hn ugh n.1rr.m ~ 1-.. 
bullc.:tcd (s,, . and phnto~r-.tph tocu<.tng ol') "'- 1 1a, 

l..nwndc, C ounl\ .. wd \lonrgnmt:n. 1 r.ulo.pcnc:ncc' 

ar'· prc,enred .1 ratcmcru-. tn rn the potnt' o 1 'JC'\\ 

of 'C' cr.t ,,.,nor tr ,m the tuturc.: The bulk ted ''' 

llicntJI) spcafic <lCtUln<i th 1 r 10 h< hnkt:d 10 the mtp 

arcomp:tn) mg each ls-..t. Phnwgraph' help prtl\ ulc 

'tsual and 'monona) I nka~c tr:~r thl rc tdcr 

l ach ahcrnaU\C! dc~cnbc~ 1 dutcrem '' .1\ ot com 

memnrn11ng, Jntcrprcung, and prcst:n tng resource' 

.!"'( ct.uc.:,l \\ nh tht: ..,clm.tt 1 \lorng •men '<JUng n~ht 

m.uch. 

{~c.:nt.-ralll, thc.: :tlttriUtJ\t.:' rc.:pn:st·~m :1 pro~rc-.slon to 

\\. rd mterprt:t<~oon ot a br• ,tdcr <;ton ra.ngmc :rom m 

1 11 mau< n about tht: march rout~ to plano~ the march 

mlht· comc\1 ur c\Tnt~ .tssoctatnl \\ 1th tht ~trug . ._!!ll' for 

'oung right" .md tht: CJ\ tl nchL' mo\ emem 111 the L nncd 

::-t llt:~ 

I •r rhc purpo~c:~ ul ·,,, qu,h. tht: match IS Jdincd 

·'' 1hc.: ~r11rrc route nt '' ""eJnl.lto \lomc:•)mt·n march 

ut \larch 21 2..;. 19(,-, ·' '' '- as thc.: t\\ 't uhcr march 

:mcmpt5•>n \l.uch- HI lCXh ::-unda\ .md \larch 9 Tum 

mnmd Tuc,day . I Kh .1lrernam t: '' Introduced h\ a 

11uc.:, .1 gcncr 1! 't:uemcm (If 'copt, .1nd .1 protik tJlllhn 

mg clur.tctt"r, trcatmc m. \ l"ll rcxpcntnc<.'. and parmcr 

'htp role" 
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8t used fur the htsu nc m rch 

• \\ U determmc N u n. I R !tstc-r of Hmonc Places 

and .mona! I hstonc I ndmark tatu" of It 

::\ PS 10 prm 1dc mtormauon and tcchmcal 

a 1 tancc :appmpnatc 

• wtllldcnllf) pnmar. nd scconJan sit(;' ll'-"OCIIltcd 

\\ uh the tr tl 

( mp ldn 11 1 II 1 n 

1 

\n\ pmJt."Ct\\'{lrk tfccungalustoncprupcm tncludmg 

c;tructure built before 196 mu t comph \\'lth loatl, 

'tate, and tCdenl h1 tone pre crvnnon regula nons. lnc 
bh una I h"rnncal ( ommt ton mu<ot be con ultcd 

m th 1d nufic-au n, C\ lu;annn, nd a"e"ment of 

cfrccts upon h1s11 nc properuc 10 a\ md or reduce am 

harmtul cftccts 

Pnmry 

• b:a cd on the cuhurnl rc<.ourccs 111\ e.nron of the 

tmtl corndnr ;and pre\ tnu tudte .. 

hcllp en urc th.u "llc atl manag~c..lto nlll't the 

preseT\ .anon. tnterprctllUOn,lln ... ~~c:auon cnrc na 

cstabh hed h, the~ uonal Tn ' ' ' ..-:m \ct and 

other gurdcltncs 1u be ~·o;Ulhlt,, lJ a' part ol tht 

romprehcn .. tH: M:uugcmcnt Plan for thl' Selma 

to 1\lomgomcn ~atJCJnal lit wnc Tr:ul 

• Pnm tr ttes: 

- dtrcctl\ r btcd to the mterprcU\c.: sron along 

the :'\:at~t nal Ill tone rr:ul 

- tmcrpreted I>\ the 1'\ P and I ncndo; ol the 

lnu t ~I nt • mer' ;:\; t nal Hi~toncTr.ul 

groups 
cond.1n s tc 

- md1rccd rd ted t the mu:rprem e t f) of 

the mul 
- fnend !roup locnl o"crnmems. the ~mte 

ot \labamn, nnd pnv:ue propen ouncr!<; 

rcsponstbl fc r preseT\ non and mtc.rprc~auon 

- technsc I a 1 tanc a\albblc- from the :-.;:p 

I t. St 1') 

ton of the dm:t tn :\lontg< men nurch of 1965 

wtU be tnterpmcd m e:1ch ahernam e 

me altcrtUO\ c c:xp:md on the. -tO'") b, pro\l(ling 

tmerprcta tlf n \\ hrch place~ the march 111 the 

context or C\ cnt a OCJatcd wtth the . ttug_l?c for 

\ oung nght and the Ct\'11 nght' mo\ cm~::nt 

• number of pnmal') nd secondary me depend 

on breadth of ton 
( . L Jhpartmrnl of I rmuputallo,,/ l·tdfral ll1ghu·a) 

!thmulraiiOII Kolt 
• ~ P~ has hnmed fundmg to c n~ r uCl .md or 

opcmtl: Ullcrpnmc itctllllc f H "'- H 'I 

• '-ccmc 13)'\\ a\ :c; program rna\ -: · c t areA • 

turnouts. lntcrpu: U\ c centers, hl,torical markers, 

stgn--. d1"plavs, exh1bus, tntcrpretl\ c publ1cnuons. 

audio and ' tdco t pe , etc. 

I DOT rna\ appl} for. ccmc Bn.V!l\!. lund~ 

through the Ill\\ 

• fundmg appltauon for dC"I. clopmc.:m of the Tent 

( m area and other propo eel l u~: along the 

tract \\hlch quaht' under tl ~ ~'-·uc Bvu.t\" 

program ha\c been prepared 

• npphcauon for futurl: prt:~JCCts funded h\ the.: 

'-cemc lh'w:~p; program ma\ be c;ubmtttccl 

24 M.)j( U,! 116¥¥ Selma to Montg'lmery NatiOnal HIStoric Tral 



1 rrbr.rml 1mrta11rr from tht :\ P S 
• rna} rm re.rsc .ts tht.> <;ton to be told for \'1"11< r 

brctadcns 111 th~ \":lO•)U~ altcrn!IU\C'> 

• ro local, statt, and ll.-dcralngt:non., inend.., group • 

pnnte OfJ!lllliZ=tUI)IlS., and mdt\1dwd -mcludutg 

'1\"llte properl\ owners 

• r1dud< 1ninrmauon about pre crvauon tools, 

hiStoncal rc,c,trch and a'~tstnm·~: nceth.•d f,lr the 

Je,tgn nt lntcrprc:tl\'c: me dt.l, and 't: n tel's md 
guuiance on the rehahthtauon and achpU\ c u t: 

of htstonc: hutlding 

Hrrtlurshrp Approa h 
\U alrcmam·cs ,,.,IJ de: pend upon uong p:mner hrp~ 

thmughnur nil ph.t''' uf tmplcllll'nt.rllon, especially 
amonJ!_ state ami local gmcrnmt:nl , lrrt·nJ group . 

and prr~ atl sector mh: rests for de\ eloptng and 

,u,uumng 'rsnor scn1cc: and opcrauon' 

\t ,, · \mml) 

• ' id) and ecunl\' needs lur' 1 I tor" and n:<;OllfClS 

wtll he dtc rcspnnsibrlm ol local ~·nH·r llllt nb 

CCOrdmg I 1 \I 1)( r(', pc}fliOII" {tl l -.,!ill do not 

•. lt:Ct current 'tandard ior htgh'' a, .a;d nt the 

ext ung 65mph spc\:d ltmn. \I D< IT rcsponc;thle 

for all safeh tmpro\ uncnt!; t< l "' "! 

( 01/J/IIfi/Jfln//ll'f \tlti 

• ddinnl ns .11ldirwn' ol non hi torrc fc:uur s th.tr 

mcntonnltzc per on", e~ ent , 01 place'- n' Pl't;ucd 

\\ith the march nnd rhc \ottng nghts mO\cmcnr 

• number nnd character of cnmmcml)nlU\c sues 

' • '- rdutg to e:1ch alter nat J\ c 

\.P~ '' llencrtttr.lgc prc:.enuuon of om;llng 

co llllh..tnnr.lll\ c ~lies such a 

- \ JOin l.auno :\lonumcm l ' "10 

-jonathan Danrds :\101.-... ... ( I 0\\ ndc" 

Count\ C ourthou e. lin me\ tile) 

- j.1n s Hc:ch :\lonumc.:m (<lid D~:pot~luscum, 

'>llr .1) 
- \l.ittlll Luther Ktng fr. \l onumcnt (1\ro\\ n 

< h.tpel. ~dma) 

tJIIb to Otl r Rrroum.r 
• in formauon on mher cuhumJ, natun~l. cenrc. nnd 

r~crcnunnal upponuntuc' m the\ ICintL) of the 

tr.ul \\ rll hl' mad(.· a' nrlnhlc 111 'isaor!> 

• ll'mpaublc ucc ~ o t the tratl that <lo not conlltrt 

~ th the prescn-auon oi the hr.,ton<." -ccnc "rll 

be cncoumged 
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The March Route 
Alternative A tells the story of the voting nghts march as 

defmed by the events whtch occurred between March 7 and 
March 25, 1965, in Dallas, Lowndes, and Montgomery 

counties, Alabama . 

. ....... . . . . , 
Proflle 

Tn~tl Character 

Tra charnC1or .,. II bo defmod by the lollow•ng "'ements 

a sellijutc1tng pleasurable drrve tor motonsts 

a drrvo genera ly follow ng and .r.:crprsllng :ne routes 01 the marcn 
lil ttompts (MarCil 7 and 9 19651 and the complete march ' .larch 
21·25 1965) 
11 mo<j crnilcd scente pari<-.. a~ wnn tounsm onhsnce!'!lents and 
1111provC+monts mc&t ng nil t~.rrcnl 5tat\dards tor htghway safety 

Vllttor Experience 

Vrstl ors wtll havo CPPOrturu t es tor the lollowmg expeoonces 

• •o e>-ponenoe a reprcsentauon ot the ongtru: route used by tho 
marc:hc!rs 

• to aosorb the ossonco ollhe march s•ory Ounng lhefr t !!y tour-mile 
JOUrney a~ the L'ild 

to unden;tarld some of !he people events and places BSSOCI<Itod 
With lha march 1n Da Lowndes end Mcm!~'Tlery oountoe5 

to nt rae~ With the trn s resources 111 ways thai have rl'trumUII' 

tn1P&ttS on 1hOse resources and llftMd;; salE; satiSt,-ng e;q~Crn;nces 

TrNtmentand UM of Historic March RoutelRole o1 Scenic Byway 
and AII·Amencnn Roed 

the route WI bo mar'•.ed tor vtS:tors 

US HltJfl'''liY 80 lanes USOd 111 the mar& will be pt'esotVed and ~.~Sed 
t pode$!:'\an biCyde and otner rocrea110na use 

US H gn-..ay 80 w bo creve oped as a sccnoc part... WI BY wIn 
omamonUI talldsoape uoatmonts Wltllln the righl-ol wooayln Dallas 
nrld Mon!gOme!Y counucs and 1 ea:mcn•s preseMng tno rurnt 
pas:or11 c:haractor 111 Lowndes county 

Partnan~htpsiKay Actlvtl tasiRuponslbtltlles 

rest area tl"'orpret vc co.,te• and seer> c par'~woy 

mprovcmonts to US 80 !property acqutStflon •und•ng 
plann ng dcs•gn and construcuon through the Scemc 
Byways progrnrl') Alabllma Department 01 TransDOrtlltiOil 
US Department ot Transportnuon!Federal Htghway 
Admtn uauon 

tnpul on apcc•ftc features of tr.e proposod rest area 
l:>rma!IOO c lor Fnond of the Selma 10 Montgomery 

Naltor>al H stor c Tra•l grouPS .:\tabama HtStonca 
CommiSS on NatiOnal Pari< Servtce 

:mut on speo• rcatures ot l"'c proposed nterorettvl!f 
welcome co tcrs and djacent lao ~cs • !fiends groups 
local gowmments A tmma Bureau ol Tourtsnund Travel 
AJab:lma H:.sl.onl;.a ComnuSS>On NatiOt\a Pat · SeMCe 
d 5JOil purC'ha and I'Stn lauon ot Nstonca maf'!..ers • 
lr enciS groups Alabama Depart."'"'ent ot Transpo,..aiiOil 

C1Cslgr> and produCe wa)'SICic e•'llb:' panels and suppon 
truc:turcs 11-gutdcd tour broehUT s arld auOo IT'Kl$Sa;)Q 

s,s• ms tnends g•ouDS A abama Depanmefl ' ol 
'I' rans;IOtta liOn 

ltlletyond01heflmprovem41n1SIDUS ~Oando~ and county 
roads tOCiuctrig planning design ana construc•ron u;.mg 

her !han Scenic Bp-ays and A Amencan Road tuncls 
IOca govemmen1S AlabamaOepartmcnto!T111!lS;)OitU:#I. 
US Ot!partmem of TransPOrtal on Fedo•a Htgnwa~ 
Admln!StrttiiOil 

• exiSting and proposed commemotatrvo Silo de~elopmont 
I ends groups 1ocn govemmenl$ 

techniCal llSStSillnco ID n p:1rtners !l)f m•erpreu,,e progra,., 
and laC1 tV davo opmont on thO tm I Alabnl'la H stonca 
Commission rhbonal Pari>. SeMQe 



Selma / Dallas County 

• -gu lo!<lt .. ~ _ras v. be ava~lable at exiStmg tourm ~ma!IOn 
oullc:.S.Including Ulto and lOCal VIS'IM mtorma!lon cemersarltl n~USeUmS 

• loCIIIInonds groupa may enhance ex•sllng commemorauve s•tH and 
cr dd new s•tn 

• nloog US eo wayU:JO e.dlbrs cllld tow power malo broadcasts 1'.1 proYICie 
111Sitors w th lntormut on and nterprotatiOn at:IOOt tt1e marcn story arltl 
associated resource 

We \\ere ncar Sc.lma \\hen \\ c 
heard the fir;t broadc:L5:t <;1gn ::llo~ 

t: . 0 mt rmcd u th 1 'I!;C \\ere 
~bout to tr:t\ cl on the: s lma to :\I om 
~omen ~au rul l h tone Trrul .and 
c uld Jearn m n: In turung t the tmil 

mformauon trcqucnC\. Our car ra 
dio suddcnl} became a ourcc of m 
form:tuon ab ut the 1r tl, n 
'J!!mficancc. and upcommg c\<.>nt 
along the tift\ lour nule route \'\e 
cro cd the bndgc tn .!'ldma nnd 

stopped at a wa\ qdc cxhtbll that tOld 
h \\ the I ~mund Peuu' Hndgc had 
become :IS\mbol of trugglc: and h pc 
m 196- Hcadtn!! ca t, the urban ~el 
lin • ga\c Wil\ tOn plcasllmh land 
aped, modem park\\-a} 
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Altematil·e A 

I Non·hiSIOfiC lanes 
1 ot USHwy80 

N ot rn ent\ mmutcs later, u-e arne 
upon a beauuful rest ro tn l..ou"'ldeo; 
Count\. \ctualh, It u-a more b'kc a 
tate\\ clcome center wath brochure 

nbour nt:arb} tmrncuon'. a large and 
u dl-matnulmed ptcmc area, and rt: "t 

1 Non-nsstonc Ia~ 
ot USHwy80 

l.ownde• County I Tent C•ty 

• lhe Tent City s~·e t.-n.....s County"' leawte a 
higflway rest rea end Ull$laffed YiSi10f 
inlormauon cen1er W.th brochures way510e 
eitliblts piC!ltC tables and rest rooms 

• locatlri nels groups may enhance exa;tmg 
commemoratiVe lites anc1 or adO new !OliOS 

• along US 80 wayside exflib.IS and lOw power 
rrus.o broadcasts "' prOVide V1$1IOfS WI:. 'I 
ln1ormallon and ln1erprt!latloo about the march 
story and ssoci3!ed rcsourtes 

room:.. cnc ot uil~ tde exlulm t bro dcnst c nunutd the elma 
to Monrgon1cr1 tor.. 1berc were 'C' 

crJI U>l\ tdc pullout long the park 
\\'ll\ \'\ e dcctdcd to caop at the 
m numrnt hononng \ tola 1Ju7.ZO, an 
urdtnnr') \menron murdered dunng 

Alan~ a shonwall."l multokl us more 
abour lhc J:lUlrch, the \oung Rtghts 
\ct of 196-. and the ocul and po 

lmcallcgaC\ of the\otmgnghtsmmc 
mcnt. Back on the ro d, the cncs 
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..u.tiMu M:Mes 1-------..... 
- riJs!r:1ly ~ 

the march. I lou could such \10icncc 
mar tlut p::a toral ctung- \ftcn tc:u 

mmutesof com-erS3uon retlccungon 
tho e nmc and our O\\ n role tn 
\mencan OClet\, \\ c rem moo to our 

\"Un nd conunucd ~:a t oon. the 

Montgomery 

• s.. ·~tout brochures w I be ava lablo at a•iStmg tourist inlorma!JOO 
outlets lndud•ng state and local VISitor informatiOn cen:.ers and museums 

• locallnonds 9fOUPS may enhaOQCI eJ<Ist•no commemorative Illes and!Of add 
new£1tes 

e alOng US 80 WA)'Sid edlibitS nnd low I)OWIII rlldiO broadcasts Wlll prOVide 
'VI$ilors IIi th Information nnd •nterpretauon aboUt the march story and 
M~ooated resourees 

!2nd cape wa do ned u ath more and 
morc:dC"\cl pment Theparl..·wa} be 
c. me green nbbon m a mll7.c of 
butldin!!$. 

\\ c left the lr'Jt! .u the m of t. 

Jude and conunut..-d north on Inter 

t tc 65 5. \ frequent rra\ dcr' 
nlong tlus route, UT. found me fUOOnaJ 

hi tone tratltaciliucs to be com eruent 
and mlorm:amc and the parkw:n a 
safe, modern, anracme route. 
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SELMA TO MONTGOMER~ 
VOTING RIGHTS MARCH OF 19 6 5 

Alternative B builds on the story included in Alternative A, 
providing information on the broader 1965 efforts to gain 

voting rights by the African-American community in Dallas, 
Lowndes, and Montgomery counties, and the city of Marion, 
Alabama, prior to and during the march period. The Selma to 

Montgomery march attempts, the successful march from 
Selma to Montgomery, and the results and impacts of the 

march in Dallas, Lowndes. and Montgomery counties will also 
be explained for visitors. 

• • 

Tra•l Character 

Tra character"" be Clehne<l by t e following etem;;n:s 

!.OrvallOO o! port!OflS o• the orig na march route 

• p eserva11on o• tho 11 stone SCCJno mclud ng "'stone bu ld ngs 
• .JC'urell and tes assoc:oated"" lh mo march 

Treatment and Use ol Hlatortc Marc h Ro ute/Role ol Scenic Byway 
and AII-Amer!Qn Road 

• 5>g tean' po:tJons o! the hlstonc scene a!OOQ the march route 
ll'ldud:ng rustonc lrUCllJres •ural ndscaPeS • OOtJcape$ and 
11\C'Mj WI be prcse!Ved through constructiOn o! a n w vehiCu r 
road 

• US H.:J)Muy 80 nes used tn the march"" be preserved and used 
lor POdeStnan DIC;'de and oUler recrea use 

• US 80 lanes con lructe<lll' l r 1965 Lowndes County or a ond 
I n not used In the man:n con nue 10 handle tucular Ita!! c 1 
reduced speeds 

• ont~<tl march rout from Brown Chapel (So!mn) lo1ho Sta1eCaprtol 
Montgomery WII tx1 marked"" th d'Xroo• umty og stgn~g• that 

does not detrocl from the nrs• nc scene 

• loots and funding sources provklod througl1 tno Sec rue: Byways and 
o1t1er us Oe;lartMent or Transponauon programs w: be ~to 
e~ a~ e PfOS rva ;on o! tno 1965 h stone scene ldu<i<ng 
the PUrChase Olacervc ea men• and blllboarU control 

Vtlttor Expenenca 

V ors"" have opportulli!J 111 Clc following <:><pellenoos 

• to '''S" a port on ot the ong•nal rouloosed 0y tno marchers 

• to understand the march and 1.$ people places and !li/Otl!S 
tn the comexl ot voting ngh!s efforts •n O.tllas. Lowndes 
and Montgomery counoos tn 1965 

Partnersh•psJKey Acuvrue.mesponslblltltH 

• m1 rpretzvel\\ :oome centers rest area psriong lots trails 
and hlslonc road oomdor rnauntenance lprope:ty 8(QUlSttiOn. 
t~ planning dcs>gn and constructlon WOUgn Soeruc 
B)'ways orogmm Alabama Oc;lartment o1 Transpor'..3bon. 
US Department of Transports on! Federal H ghv.ay 
Admm stralJOrl 

• mu;-eum •• ts w;~y&lde em bits and mar•.ers ano 11011 
gu ded :our brochures (fund ng plann ng des gn ond 
p odlldJOn tn:Ough SceniC B)'ll'ays program) -Alabama 
Department ol TransportaltOn US Oepartmenl ot 
TransportotiOI\federal Htghway Aum•mstrauon 

• nput on speclt features ol tho proposed nterpraUV&I 
w me centers nnd ad;3cent •aa hes fnends groups 
loca go·•emmeniS Alabama Bureau ol Tounsm and Tmvel 
Alabama H:stoncal CommissJon National Par'• SeMee 

• I ty 518Htng and opcratJOnS friends groups City ot Sl 
Jude local goyerrvnents.'Cha.mbers I Commerce Alabilnw 
Departmental Transporta Alabama Bureauol Tounsm 
and Trnv Na Pari- ServiCe 

• tochnoca asSIStance A!abama H:stoncaJ CommlSSIOrl 
Alabama Oepartnent o1 Arctwes and His:.:xy Na:.ooat Park 
SoMCe 



Good mormnge\en'Onc. ~h 
name as Pa:. l'm piC~~sal 10 ha~e 

\OU \I It U1Ut U' 011 the Opentng da\ of 

tht ~dma \\dcomc lind lnterprc:mc: 
Ccnu:r. In urdcr to prcscrn: the htstonc 
'ccnc.• And structure!. A soct:m.·d u nh the 
march. u htch occurred ouNdc our door, 
\\ e h 'c rchablllllltl"d llnd adapted this 
ht,tonc budding !Or liS n~ usc. I'll be 
gJ\'IIl!; )<IU 10 ontnt lU•tn tCI our center 
and uthcr n•nor :m.ro~cuons Ln "d n:a Otd 
an\ of) ou rravd here O\ cr the prt <ned 
portl<ln ot the •)ngmal much route an 
Lo\\ ndc~ Counf\~ \.U of u' ue c.xm:meh 
proud ot bctng a hie 10 'a\'C th:~t htstonc 
sccuon for' tSltors. lttS the dnsc~t rep· 
re,cnuuon of Lht I' 165 'cc n~ !.mdscapc>. 
and \1C\\ s that u-e can cxpc:ncncr tofb\ 
\nd u \'Ou ~en· alittlelungcr hcl't' ID Sdma. 
\ou can alwaH mkc the htgh·spced b\ 
p:t" thr •ugh l.owmlc~ Counf\ on \'Our 
return tt• \lomgum< n 

Let me tell \OU somcthmg ab,lut our 
Cetllt r Tht mu..,ewn cxhtbtt> and uudt()· 
. " • J pre,cnllluon \\ill tell) ou about the 
clma t•' :\fontJ;:omc r} m:~rch mIt' hi' 

mm . .tl c11mcxt nnd t.ln p..:nplc. pl:t(C', lfld 
.tcm me~ related m u 1 ..,dl'l"a 01nd Oal· 
' 1,. < wm Altlwugl u u II n<•t sec a 
'\. t 1n I Puk !\( n tee ranger ~ t•rkl!lc 
hdc nd the mfonmuon de5k, )OU need 
10 1-.nO'A th:u the ~n tee tu~ prm,ded u• 
'' tth tcc.:hmcal as,l<tmcc In the mam· 
phn"·~ ut deH:Ioptn • our ~en·1ces m 

elm;a. Our tnt-ornuuon dc,k ~tatT can 
tell \'OU about !'JUll\ attracuon~ mthe urea., 
tncludtng the ~auonal \ oung R1ght' 
:\(u~cum :\Jam Qt \OU v. ilJ \\"ant to lliKC 

our ~ •tdcd tC>ur t•r \larun Luther Kmg 
l r \· n cL Inc culd~d tour mclude5 Bro\\11 
( · • ;•c \\lE Church, Ftr'L B pu t 

Church.ournewsencsofv.~cahibns 
along the <trect. and other 'II~ ot a mer 
c~t. The <hutrlc bus t"r the tour k:l\c!> 
Oll~'<t•lc our tioo~ on \\nrcr \\cnue tf 
)OU don't h:n e umc tor a gutde-d tour, 
}'Ou'rc ~cl rne • nde the 'huttle n ''" 
loop thrm .. '-c 3, or \'OU can UM: one 
of our ~c I!UI :ft,j tour brochure :md 

4/temarive B 

Selma 

• cuhc\bthtatton Md adaptiVe use ot a h~torn: ttructuro at the comttr 01 Broad Street and Wat,.r 
Avonue as downtown welcome an<! Interpretive center for orientatiOn, shuttle seMC'e, and tour 
slagmg 

• lnlel'p(ell'o'e eJ~Mxts to proVIde h1stonc context of tho Selma to Montgomery march and related 
lldivlt es 111 Ulo Selma/Dallas County areas 

• vlsttor inforrnallon to be provided on a vane;y of anractJOnS ava table 1n Setma inc::lucl•ng the 
NatlOOal Vo!1ng Rl{lhls Museum 

• exhibits and other VISitor seMces to be coonliiUIIed usmg Nellonat Park Serv1ce lechmc:al 
assistance to complement the extsttng National Votong R•ghts Museum 

• visitor parkcng t:l be construc:ed ac~nt to weloomll center (construct parl<ing deek behind 
l'lldsllng histone facade an<! use e•J:.~ng surface pa~.rng an oty-o"oed lot for tour bOse$) 

• tao ry to be owned tJy the C11J and &taH ng operatiOn by CIT)', county, and Chamber of Commerce 

• Manon Luther l<lng Jr Street - UPIItouo: w .. y!.idt< e.t'lob.l$ and provide guided walk1ng tour& usmg 
shuttle sei'V1C81rom doWntown welcome ancltnterprellVe center as well as self-guitled tour brochures 

ta\'CIAt murO\\'Op;lCC: hthcrv."ll\, I thmk 
)'Ou'll find u ,; cry \\'Orthuiille. 

If )OU ".ant to take the shuttle, I 
would encourage\ ou to lea' c } our car 
tn our eel.. b htnd the htstonc f:~cadc 
on Br ! ' rc. •t It's a colo~ entcnt u ) 
to forJ tr' ng for awhtlc. concen­
rnare on enJO\InJ; \"C:>llr tour, :~nti help 

us keep tratiic to 11 mtmmum alon~:: 
Marttn Luther KtngJr. trect. I hope 
}OU ha\t e:n •Hd thl"' bncf tntroduc­
uon 10 the ::.elm!! \\elcomc and fntcr­

preU\"C ( ~ntCT 1tcrc a the. ,- "' of the 
Edmun,l Petrus lind c n drna. l'lea e 
come back li!!'Aln and br .. rend \rc 
there am que~uons? 
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H r. I'm "-2uonal Park R mgcr ua 
m•nctl ar rhc l..ou·m.k<. ( •lllnt\ lnrc:'rpn.' 
ti\C Center :tn\1 Rc<.t \r~'ll on th~ !)dnu 
to ~h•ntgomcn "-.1 1 mall hswnc Trasl 
\\e'r~ luc:ncd u~t' If th~ hsstom march 
tnutcandcan be reached h\ tolln\lmg the 
sgn~ along the hsghwa\. 'I ''u C1ln'r cc 

our center trom the march route It', 
screened b~ those tree" to protect the 
lu~tvu~ ~lei«: :md land~l:.tp• n much 115 

po 'rblc. You can aJ,o rt":~ch the: center 
from the lugh·<.pccd b\ pass to the -outh 
11w brpa~s :ill(nn 11~ rn prorN"r 11 long 
stretch ot thc(>ngtnal m:udl route"hcrc 
lmk h:t' changed overt he pa t thtm fiH~ 
)C'atS. 

I )ur center tells rhc ~mn of the gus' 
fO(H' orgaruzm£ cff(lrt thnt wok pl:lce 
he rc tn l..owndc-. Count} a'> a result of 
thcnurch. \\calsnha":mu rumcxl11lm., 
11nd audtm ssual pre:>cmauons th;~t tell 
~~tbnutthc march kgac\. Thcc~ntc rrs the 
m.IJOt .!CCC'' pOint fur I tUtlft'>nr :lCtl\ llJC\ 

::tlong lill' on!,'lD-U r<lUit'. 'ou can brn de 
.l.longthc on2inal march route h~:rt. "''' 
ror ma\ '' .llk qurc:r 'ccnons 01 rhc road 
.tnu •~:c somt ot the: ht,tortr 'lructurc•, 
l.m.J,c:tpcs, and ,·sc:w.s from 1965. lr 'san 
opportumt} to think abvut the c\ c:nt and 
liS pllCC In \menc-an htSHH} 

I 1 \Ou'rc JU'l p:ts<mg through, the: 
l..m~o mlcs r.ounn lnterpn:U\'C r cntctnnd 
Rc~t \rca pro' tdc• a chance to mtph 
trc~tch } ur lc~ walk the dog. lu\"e a 

ptcruc, find -,orne brochures on uitat to 

~c-c: and dow the area. and ma\be C\cn 
look O\'Cr our c::s:htbst' \X hcthc:r' u 'rc :a 
tudcnt of the 1965 march trA\dmg • n 

the ruqonc route or ln\ dmg throu !h the 
IHt':l on the wuth h\'Pas~.you'll find our 
c·cm~r a comcnrc:numd mtornuun~ pbcc 
tO StOp 

. Htemotive B 

1965 h1stonc marcn routo lanes L 
(pedestrian and brcycle use only) I 

Non-hlstork: lane.s oJ US Hwy 80 used 1 
!of vehicle traffiC at reduced speeds ~ 

_j Road al~nment altered 
1 to confine vehicle traff•c to 

non·hrstonc lanes ol US Hwy 80 

Proposed sceniC easement 

I Proposed trail system 

'----l lnterprebvG wayside and pa!IUng 

'------f1Propo$ed ~tab.,. S<:reenmg 

Lowndes County / Tent City 

• c;:om~, uC1 OOII"brred n•erprewe c:ente!'!Ngtrway rest area screened 
from vtOw ollhe his:Dnc march rou'E'I 

• nlerp«!tl\\e exh botsand adjoiolng mtOIJ)fiiiiVC trail to IOCUG on tho 
wor; of grass roots effons nl.aMldes Counly aroa ana relabonships 
olltoole !loll5 lo 1ne mardl ano 10 QOSI-march civil nphtsorgalllZIIlg 

• 5tall•~ opera lion l:ly lhe State ot Alabama. NatiOnal Parit Service, 
ai'ICI fri nOrr. group \I'OiuniM'5 
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Dear Grandma, 

I 011· 01 Sl JIK» 
'-------1 At..Mum Mod..,._~ 

Montgomery 

Cty of St Jude 

• uuerpmllve locus on rotes of the Coty of 
St Jude tne CathdiC Church and the 
adtacent oetghborhood on the march 

• rnterprwt111e &llhoblts YliiU be lOcated m a 
rehabilitated poruon of the apartment 
bUilding (ongmal nosprtal) 

• selfiJUoded tours ol !two St Jude grounds 
and adjacent ne1ghbortlood leatunng 
wayside exhibits and mafter5 

• stattrng. operation by C1ty ol St Jude and 
tnrnds group VOiunteer5 

Alabama State Cuprtol 

• mterpretN& axniblll on ooilclrng mteoo to 
fO<:US on events In Montgomery laad1ng 
up to the march and tho march at&ermath 
and unpacts onctudmg the VobnQ Atghts 
Act o11965 and soe~al and polo Ilea 
change •n Montgomery 

• ways•de exhibit to locus on amval of 
mardwrs at State Cap~tol 

• e:~<hll)its w111 be unstatted 

Hm\ arc ,-ou? I ;un ii.ne \h da" took 11 mp :u \I m.v met rht~ \\cek. \\c h:td tun on rhc bu5, too. Our 
rnchcr w:mrc.! • ._1 ~~about \OUI f:mtc•U' marclt fr• m In :110 \lontgomcn llter '' c~ ~;monallltqonc 

rrail gotng lrom "dnl.l to \1ont~omen fir L \I.C !Ot •ppt;d In pl:~ce ~led the Cm ~t I tdc. The rrutrchc~ 
c 1mp.·d [here h r '1'1c mght and had a btg conccn wuh lots ot tamous people. I rcalh lit .. d th must:um and \1dc:o. 
\\c C\CO 52\\ \OUr ptclurc \\1th the other mnchcr- You looked \Cf) )<>Un~ \\eu !ked all m-er the •rounJ~ :utd 
•;~.u· mam cxhthu~ alon • thc trail~ \\e lud a gurde \\ ho took u~ Into lhe \\a~hin~wn Park nctghborbood. 1 w.uttcd 
t<' know "here you lcpt that mght, hut he ,atJ he onh kncu \\ hc:rc thr famou !X'ople sr cJ 

\'<; c had n p1cnH: ar the Cn\' ot ::;, Jude and then follou cd the m:arch route to the \bbam '\rue Cnpnol \\ h:~t 
a bc.'suuful budding. I. \en-one COJO\cd dte tour. I t-F(" to ~tand nghr where :\fllrun l..urhcr t.. n.,.Jr .:a'c h1s -pcc:ch. 
\\c liked the mu<cum cxhtbltS, too. 

\\ell, I ha\'C hontC\\urk to dn nu.nk 'ou for bemg on thC' !lUrch. rm sorn the man dldn't kno'\\ \\here \OU 

5tn\ cd b«awoe I thrnk \ou'n= pn:tl) fnmou, attcr all. ~at umc I come to Halnmore. ma) b~ \"Ou C'llJl rcll me murc 
stone< about )'OUr walk. 

L.o,c, :\ltclud 
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Alternative C includes the stories presented in 
Alternatives A and B and provides a national focus by 
interpreting the evolution of citizenship rights in the 

United States. African-American efforts to achieve voting 
rights at the local, state, and national levels would be 

discussed in the context of the civil rights movement and 
the larger national experience, including efforts in the 

cities of Marion and Tuskegee, Alabama. Providing such 
historical context would help visitors understand that the 

Selma to Montgomery march, rather than being an 
isolated event, was integral to the African-American quest 
for civil rights and the evolution of American democracy. 

Trail Ctl&rec;ler 

Trarl naractor w I be detrned by lhe followrng etem,,nts 

• two'"'"' lanes wIt bo c:onstruc:led near the ex.sllng lanes !o provrdo 
a modemrzed four 11011 US Hrgnway 80 

• sections of tho ongrnal march routo wrlh lh~ hrghe•tlevPI of h &fOliC 
rntegrlly will bll 1111arned for commf!moralrvf! ptHJln"•o; aM mArtn 
acccssrote for a btoad vnrrety of cultural natural And •ecrealtt•nal 
u 

VIsitor Experlenc:e 

VrG•to• " ve op0>0rtunrt os •or me tollo.v ng f!>JlAr ~~., 

• robe ommersed n the march story ootn physiClllly anc emo1 onatly 
by v.ot• ng bteyclflll 011<1 or dnvong &I low speeds along portrons 
of the ong nat •outo 

• ' undorsta."ld the r~arcn anc ts people places nne events 1111ho 
c:ontewl of the CtYI nghts movemor>l ono lho ovoluhon or at ~en£hrp 
nghts ,. ft\e U led States 

PartnerahopaiK-v Acllv rtl&siResponsobtlllies 

• spoctfOC act.Mt~es nod respons ble pa'l esare !he wme as !lose n 
A remat ve 0 e• epllor the add~ n o• urorovomo 1!: sudl as th!l 
u5e or tancscapc plan' materm n the rnOOm'llo proVIde a sc:enoc 
P.1~"'"Y expeneoce based on rura cl'larac:ar 

• loea1 c unty sUit nnd Ieder agonctes and organiZ.Btoon& and 
nd vidu 1$ may partn rto further develop lhe nodtls along US 80 

• lhe c ty ot Mon1gomo') and ott om r •.,,htud ga zat ons and 
1n0 Vldu Is may pal'\n r t:> mprove •ne oommun ty Arotmd Mount 
Zion Cnurct-

• r spons.llt ty tor plann ng OOSIIJn and cons1rue110n rests -. !h lhe 
Alabama 0epaf1111(lnf of TransportatJonusmg SceOICByv.ays lund 
from u o US 0 !Jill I''' ol ol Ttonsponaloor. 

Treatment 1nd Use of Hrslortc March Route/Rolo of Sc:entc: Byway 
1nd AII ·Amcrlcan Rood 

The tot ow ng troalmonts to the US Hoghway 80 corndor wtll be bilsed 
on a ctosrlln study tor lho doloneotoo11 lind development of a serros of 
node~ A nOde Is il sogmont olthe orrgrnal march rout• to be sol asrdr 

lor pro&t'l\laloon and roc•catoon uso All of ll'le work desc:nba<l horoon 
wourd be tundo<~lluou 11• the Sceoooc Bywuy:o pouytdoro 

Spec he otcmonts or 11115 troatmcnt Include 

• construct on ot lw now hlnes near the exosl og lanes of US 80 
1tnc ud s most o! tho road coroidOf on Lowndes e 1stern Dallas and 
.vostorn Mon'{lllm ry c:ourt os) 

nd c:ape plant mator a1 used n the medliln and Olher pen ons of 
lh r ght of-wav" mamra n tne rura character ana ProVIde lor low 
mil ntonariCC 

• remarungportJOn 'US80on0 andMllntgomorycounues~ 
bo uograd :l 1 m c: Curreri ofety standards " !h some 
mprovoments mod 1 e• • ng lanes otlhe ong nat march rout 
nc:lud ng Dnd$Cllptng !Of a sc: tG parl\"'av C•pcnenor; 

. 0 

• od m y be capardod 10 r>dudo rest areas nd OOPOrlurntms 
t r park and recr o• on devo pmcnt by loca sra:e or ledo•o 
ag es 

• With n Selma and Montgomery treatments locus on bu l.l ng and 
!r •.sc:ape r oscrvntoon ana nsta on I oanners !ealunng tho 

Ira I logo a ong thel'\llr h routc 



W.ltor Eltpelltmt:e Narn~fltlfl 
her~ n ~"as. Thegn\ green archc-. of 
the [ dmuml P~nu-. BnJgl' appc:trcJ sud 
dcnh l~ \\C rounded the: cur.< on L <:; 

0 hC11dtnc WC$1. The brochure we ptcl(c.. 
uporhcrm :\lomgom<"' ldu~wc:rould 

~rene! .u lc:aM ~ day m ~clma cxplormg 
the •Itt'> .l'")("l:ued vo ~nne of the: mo't 
<.Jgmficam CJ\ tl n~hts c:\cnt<. m \men 
c:Ul ht"l"t')· \s we dro\ c m·u tht· bn~c. 
the '' dcomc: and mrcrprcun: cent~.: r. on 
the curncr ol ~road Street and \\:ucr 
\\cnuc, \loa' an nb\"1ou first ~tO!' for us. 
\ hdptw "lstn d1rccted u~ w the Broad 
tn:c t puking deck. de\ c:rlv Iudden bc-

h;.n :1 the lu~mnc facade of a -ton.-. 
Thc parkmg deck clc\·aror Joon 

OfXOCd to I'C\ C':l):. udcomcand mtcrpre 
me cemcr fillc·d \\1th a \-an en of cxpcn 
cncc~ lor all kmd~ ot '•~tor< \ •mall 
tour group SW•l<l 111 the "'elcornc center 
d~k mlkmg \lo'lth ru·o r"' nu HUSts \OOUt 

rour' . nd uurncuon~ n "t.:Jm:t ami Dal 
Ia~ ( (IUOt). 1 he gw p lrncd ahout 
..,cln :a'< ht~tonc down to\\ n ccmetcn, 
shnppmgat ncadn·annquc: qorc anJ got 
an om:ntntton to thr ht~tunc ~ne:. ao;'lt­

cutcd \\lth the march ln<tc-.td ot a ~elf. 
gwding tour of sclm3, \\'f: cho-~ 11 ~;utdro 

tour, bo'lu •ht our ucket~ and mo''ed tnto 
the muscum cxluhn aero ~ thcb'llthcnn~o: 
.trea trom the mtormauon dc•k tnr some 
urientauon. ~C'llrb\, 2 gruup uf' chool 
children hstcncd to a talk b) a \'Oiuntttr. 
\'\'e \\ere plCllscd to see that voung people 
could lt"arn a hom the: march and ItS pl:tC'c: 
tn \mem:an hhton. 

of us wnh tht 'clrna to Montgomcn ston. 
}. bnef tnrr ~~ auon cxhthu ~ok cnbcd 

t'\l!nt• 10 the cnil nj:tht<; aru.l \lt,nng nghts 
movement' lcau1n~ up tl) March 21-25. 
1965. \ te'l\ more step!> and \'\"e mo'cd 
m·oquttc:anc:xpcn~ It \1.';1.' 19652!,"llln 
There \\'lie; 0(.'\\.; nf \mt"nca '.; fir~t twn 
ma.n vcmun- 11110 :.p.11.c, j\n ~no-\ ICtnam 

\X .a.r ~11-1n at ;.he L nh~rsm ot" \hchagan, 
and a pacrun::oof J!lcktc Robm- •n who luu 
JU"l lx~.nmc the tir<t \tncan \mc:ncan 
hm:d b\ :1 tde\lsron nc twork ro hroad­
ca,tbascb:ill. \\chnrd the marchcrsund 
the un,.noq·)dbof anti march prnu.'!'t· 
ors blanng trom the 'pc:tkc-rsmthc d.uk­
ness bclund the ahibrt' ·men the caund~ 
of hor:-c, durgu~ tmo ~rc:unmg cm\\'tb, 
the tamt smell of tc:-Mh'2S,anllln the: end, 
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Selma / Dallas County 

Oov.n:own 
• welcome and rl1terprewe cenler established 

at the Intersection o' Broad Street ano 
Water Avenue uuough rohabdttallon and 
adaptive use ol histone sti\ICtUtes 

• v.elcome center to provide lr!froduc;Uon to aU 
tours aoo anractJOns tn Selma and Dallas 
County and orientation to slgnlfrcant histone 
bulld.ngs. Sites assooatacl wtth the march 

• mterpre!Ne center prollides exh<Dits on the 
t>road hiStory of Selma and Danas Coo my 

• overvtew of vohng and other eM I nghts 
mo~~ement actlvthes as conteltl to help 
11\Sltors understand v.tty march began in 
Setma Selma to Montgomery VOtlflG nghts 
march and all related events 

• center to sen.-e as stagu~ area lor 5huttle 
and v.arKJilQ tours (guided nd sell-guided) 
to National Vot<ng R.ghts Museum Matlin 
Luther King Jr Street, Lapsley Street 
features (1 e Jackson Home Boynton 
Home. R B HUCI50111i!Qh School. etc ), and 
other Selma h<stonc diStncts and anrecllons 

• Nat1011at Pan< SeMoe to provide suppon 
and lead voting nghts march tours from the 
Cl!n!OI 

Martin Luther King Jr Street! 

• YISitor c:ontaCl stat ton between Selma end 
Alabama Avenue to provi(Ju 

- G::&ntat.on lnlocmation and stagtng !Of 
wa -.mg tours o' MartJn Lutner K•ng Jr 
Street nelghborhOOCI tncludtng Brown 
Chapel and First Bapust Church 

- 5hutlle service to welcome and 
mterpreuvG center 

- rest rooms 
- parlung tor cars 

e potontlill Sties fOf VlSIIOI COOlacl stBIIOII 
rnvol\l1ng reflabthtaoon and adapltVII use of 
extstlng hrstor1c b\Jtldmgs ln consultation 
wrth Alabama Htstancal CommtSSlon 
lllduda 

former Salv' .. tiOll Atmy property owned by 
thO c1ty of Selma Stte contatns small 
paved parlung area 

- ea~&llng residential structute at comer ot 
Selma AV@nue and Martlf'lluthGr Kmg Jr 
Street and pol110n of e~1s1tng par~1ng at 
1705 Selma A~renue 

two ex,stJng houses at 1513 and 1517 
Alabama Avllnue V'rs tor parlong across 
street ar fonner SalvatiOn Army property 

• •nformatiOII ld06k and vlsltor parlOng area 
on nortttwest comer of Jeff DaVIS Avenue 
and Martln luther Kmg Jr Street. 

• onentatton lor sctf·guoded walktng tour and 
shulllu l>tu!) 

• upgre<'ed and expanded ""aysoae oxhJDits 
along Martin LllttlOr King Jr Stroot 

• facdtltt•s to be owned by the c1ty of Selma 
and C'Oerat!ld by the Natoonal Park Service 
and 1t1e Selma and Dallas County Fnends 
ASSOCI a t.on 

March Route 

• tnte~uve man<ers and waySide exhlt;Mts at 
histone ouilc:lngsfs les alOng the marcn 
route 
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lnlaiJ)rerNe wayside I 
a'ld parloog 

1965 hrstortc march 1'01./la ~ 
lar~es (m•xed motor tour, 

pedestrian, anc1 bicycie use) 

Road alignment aftered ~ 
10 divert 11\rougflll'afllC 10 

non·hls:onc Jane~ or 
US Hwy 80 and two ,_ lanes 

_JUS Hwy80 
I (1\110 new lanas) 

. 11965 h•stonc march 
\1 route VISUally marked 

' as 11 crosses mediMI 

Lowndes County I Tent City 

• combined nterprehv centerihlghway re5t 
area 

• •ntarpretJve exh1bfl!i to locus on the 
evolutiOn of c•tJzenshtp ngms •n the Un•ted 
States •ncluo•ng voung ngnts ettons at tnn 
local state and nauonattl!\lels '" the 
conteX1 of !he CIVIl rlgt-.ts moverr.~mt 

• e~nded Tent C•ty node to proVide greatt'!r 
CP{)OilUntbos tor rocreabonal ulie mdullmg 
piCnlcfllllg and loop tra•ls from the 
Interpretive center to neart>v cultural 
resources 

• Tent Cny slte teatuf'8110terpi'CWe tra Is, 
wayside exhobrts and symbOliC treaunent fOI 
ltl.: tent struclurel> 

• tactl•hes oM~ed by ALOOT Operation/ 
stafl1ng by ALOOT, Alabama Bureau or 
Tounsm and Travel and the lowndes 
County fnends group 

1
1965 h•stonc mardi route lanes 
tpedesu1an and bicyclu u!W) 

I \\'2' angT} then. I'm angn nou~ In the 
~pnng of 196-, I U':l:i a soul m orch ol 
tdcn111\ m '' h:u ~=ed a ic•I)?Otu:n bnd. 
~h parent' had ~pent thc1r enure 1J,c, 
workmg hard to kct p u' tugcthcr a~ .1 f.tm· 
tly here 10 l..o\\ ndc:s I...<Hmf), bur thC\ had 
ltrdc 10 ~how for thctrdtorr< \\lute people 
l)\Oned the count\ and the\ tntended to keep 
n tlut \\11). :\h parents !>hO\\"'X' n•lc ntc.r 
c;st n the:\< n,.; pcopl• from ,I e: ~ruJent 
~OO\'lolem ( uordmaung Commmcc. ~ut 
the rchtldre!l- tn·c of u.-.....-lL~tencthntcntl). 
1"1~.: bc.aang and bli)O(}<hcd 10 ;\l:l.n<tn and 
~cl!r;t earl} that \car c:rt.>ded our pauc~ncc 
.11'- iortttied uur hope. Thutgs had to 

change 
~I) rcnceuun stares back at me fnlm the 

glas• tn the ~xhtbn C!ISC. I'm SL'lmlmg m 
the museum msidc the Lo\\ nde>< Cnunn 
Tent Un lmcrprcu\c Cent a If \'OU want 
to learn •omethtng about the e\'Oluuon of 
o L =n~htp ami \OWl' nl!hrs m the L nncJ 
St.11c5o, thi~ IS the pbcc. 1bc: exhrbtts, 10 

tcr CU\ c mcd1a. n,ko<-, arc hi\ e~. and sale~ 
ai"C'a prondc tnfornunon on th< loa!, stat\:, 

llllO o. uonallen~ls tn the cont :u ot the Cl\'il 

nghrs mmancnt. The ~tall on dun can 
an!.\\cr g\:ocr.d quc!<IIOO' ~h()ut tr.&\cl in 
\lllbnm:~,gl\'e an cxcdlent oncntlllton and 

!:,>utc!cd wur through the ~htbm:, or hclp 
\OU find «ourrr:.<i rm a term paper or thc­
<IS. 

OuNde the mterprtU\c center,' 1snor~ 
c.1n ~cc an 1nteresnng, S£1 hzcd rcprc~'cnr:~ 
uon ofT( nt Cit\, a housmg alternlltt\ c for 
\fucan- \mencan u.:mm farmero:dt•placed 
for' oong after the p.a<sa •c of the \'ounc 
Rtght~ Act of 1965. Trmls allou \"JSHor 
10 \\ alk inro the: ~ae "here thC'. C'lln '' p :u 
\\'D\ ·1dC' cxhtblts. \ lull) equ&ppcd ptc-nic 
area nnd lon~cru':tlkmg wd b1ktng u:uJ, arc 
a\ aibble fi r tho;;.c ~cckw£ more dun a bon 
rt'~t <top. Other wullang trail' uJ..c \"ISH or-. 
to ncarl>\ histone tructures or SttC$ a•:\0-
ct.ared \\ nh the gr:t' roms ortr.tnt7Jng con­
ducted b) the Student ::-.:on\ 1olent 

36 IJ!i§M itH\j+l Selma to Montgomery NatJOOal HIStone Trail 

Coordin:1un~ Commmcc 11nd othcrgrourn­
\ 'ccuon oi the onguul march COUIC hn~ 

been prcscnc:d tor vts1rors wtm wanr rhe 
c:o.;pcn(n~e ()i drh1ng, btkmj!. (>r wnlkmg 
on 11. 

Yc• Tlun~ han ch;Ul~C'tl. Concn. ~c n 
crt"ate Ia\\ tn an tnsuam b, pas~tnc e:~ I. 
uon, but a :,ooc:n may rake :1 century to 
du~c Tlurn-rn-c \C2r.> ago. l remember 
walking b\ thi<~ pbcc on :\larch 22 ·when 11 

Wll~ lntk more th.an w open tield. Iociu, 
u·, a Lmdnurk tur toun:>t• and :m sncc:n­
mt' fi1r c·c:uno!DlC' 1.' rowth and de\ clopmcnt. 
Hut there rs <o much 10 be done. The pa· 
ucncc nnd hope, so much a part of m\ lite, 
h:t' ,oftnted the an~ cr. But I'm 'nil ang11. 

You kno\\, I \\1Jtkc,! as an snrorn.. t 1>r 
thu:f) \cars IUld n~' er ~wpp.:d ralktng '\o\\ 
l'mrcuredan~hulumccnngherc. Snl t.1l 
t• C\"enunc about people lllld la\\ anthdut'<. 
best for mcDC'allS.. In illet, rn be leading 
the next musC"Um tour \\auld \'Ou hke to 
Jotn me, 



S \Cral ueck before: ur tidd mp, J 
all( t 1<. \1 mrgomcr) \ s~uor Center at 
U nl• on '•.tuon for antorm:111on un the 
dn · \! nrgomc:r} :-.:auonall h$tonc 

Tratl :'\h msddle chool curnculwn caD 
lor trrst hand lca.min about n c a pcct 

1 the pohua1 procc I th u •ht a \"Ult 

t :>the trall and n cl\'11 and human nghts 
tOne$ uould be most :~ppropn<~tc:.. In 

deal 11 was. Let me teU \ uu more o \"OU 

an p an :1 tnp for rour cb 
We: arm-ed at the:' n reenter, a turn 

of the ccmun structure plc:uamh 
ad. prcd formodctnusc:. lnssdC',ueptckro 
up some :~dwu .. nal d~ t.ltls aiM •ut our mp, 
lookcJ at thconcnwunnexhtba, nddrovc 

lcu msJe, ro the ( l\ ol ~~ Jude: as the: 
first top on our rour The: c:xhsbu and 
'sdc:o prcscntauon an she old hos 
pn 1-n0\1. an apanmc:nt buil~ve 
u a world uf mformauon hour the: has 
tor) of the "r Jude: complex 11nd the 
broader rmc: 01 the I.Athohc I burch tn 
the: human and CJ\"11 nght trugglc an the: 
AmcnClUl ~outh. \Xc learned about the 
marcher .. arrr\1.n~at St Judc,thco\c:rmglu 
C<IOlf' nn the grounds. amlthe nun·dou~ 
,r,ar lOr I rccdom Rslh. \\ li)Side cxhll1 
11 at the complex and an ad,;~ccnr \X ash­
mgt n Puk linked amportant ~tc:s and 
prop c:mthcst n Bcti rc:lcmng 1 Jude:.. 
we toppt"d at the mcrnonal u<~U honor 
tn • the nurcher5. The mcm nal SJte u-..~ 
qu•et, butu C\oked all of the cnc:rg ~ur 
n undtngthcr:uh hcldonth.1t''t'T)ground 
more th:m th1rn \Cars go. 

On our arm:tl at the Mount Z10n 
Church lnt~rprcU'ic: C enter, m\ fello\\ 
teacher~ \\Crc ~urpn,cd '" see not onh 
1111 aura em e center, hut al'o an amprO\·cd, 
ufc, and vublc: oommuntt} In the place 
of a dcprc~-cd lmd!SCllpc; a naghborhood 
full of hopeful pooplc: nou tuod Toda\, 
It I~ a plea ant pb~ lO \\ ruch 10m C:. \1. rk, 
and' a st. ('Or a btc: lunch, \\'t' ~topped llt 
one of the ncarb\' aft'5, COJO)c:d d~sc:n. 
and lound ~ome 'OU'I.'C:OIIS as \\ell 

I 'I."C:rronc liked the mul'Cum cxhtbll~ 
about the: gra~,root!. org11m7.mg effort 
that occurred m Momsomcr\ ~h ~tu 

dcrus cnJOI ed hcanng the: stones I rom a 
\"C:T) '-P<:aal \oluntecr, a member of the 
old Mount Ztoncongrtt,>nnonm the: 1960s. 
\Xe do c:d our \"UJt there u1th a ncagh 
borhood milk where u-c: murals rc 
cre~ung the h1 tone arect cape and 
e habn and mcmonals to the people:. or-- .... -• 

Alabama State Capitol 

E.JIJ1 r ~, 1nleoc>!) 
Voting Righ:s Memorial 1---------, 

March Route 
lnterpre:~~~e ma "'' • 

Wayside exll bits I 
Walkong tours 

Pnmary end secondary 
walking lrads 

..-ec...o­
t.Jontgomety 

City ol St Jude 

• ompl~mentatlon of Coty of St Jud ma&t81 plan 
lllrougll a Ylmely of tund•ng sources 

• museum end wayside exlllblls focui on roles ol 
Cl:,. ol St Jude me Catholic Churdl ad,acent 
WBsrungtOn Pai'K community and Carver HJg!\1 
Jon.or High Senoollll ti'IO rna~ 

SeU-gulded I.)UT of grounds ond ~­
hood 

- "Stars tor Fteedom Rally" c:ornmemotlloon 
.vltn arnphltt"leater to provides lefor reen­
ec.unents and Wan cl Honor IISII!lg marcll 
participants 

• w!f fl!J'operaoon by c ry ol St Jude and tne 
Montgomety lnends group 

Mount Zion ChurCh 
• FllerpretiVe center "''Ill &l!h b(:s tOCIJSing on vol· 

1ng ngt"lts ano CMl nghts ectlvuoes rn Montgom­
ery 

• visi!Of par!Qng lor ears ond tour buses 
• ladlily to be <M'I'Ied by tile city ol Montgomery 

wt::'l je:nl CI;!Qflltio:Vsta"..:ng by the ~ 
l!iends group National Pallo; SeMce and Ala­
bama 8UTNU ol Tourism Dnd Trov 

• cornmlllnenl to proviOe ScCtiiC Byways lunas 
lor rehobillta!Jon of historic M.:~unt Zloo Cnurch 

as m•crpr IJvCI center to De cooungent on public 
sa!ety and ctner oornmuntty 1rnprovemonts to 
be made by lhe oty ol Montgomery as part of 
revtlaflzat•on plan lor tho aroa 

• ne1ghbofhood nur the churcllto 1nctudo wal~-
1"9 tours. murals oop~c:tong the hlslonc street 
scape and commernoratooo ... a hoooong koy 
people orp.lfiiZA!JOns ano iiiCW•P8S USOCIA'od 
"' :n the marCh ono the voting ngnts eMI ng~~:s 
movement 

Marctl Route and Primary Wa King Tra I 
• int<!rpro vo 11\4rkers and waystde exh bits at 

his • one bulldtngslaitB!I w :htn Montgomery 
County, Including those on Fa :Mev< Avenue 
Oak Stroot, J It Davis Avenue, Holt St-eel.. 
Oa~ o Str I Monroe and NO!th 
La ... wnce FloJe POint HoU, and Montgomery 
Street so tile Alabama State Capdol bUIId•ng 

Secondary Walk.lng Tra•ls 
• 1ncludo a.toallocallo~a of other related CIVU 

rights ac!Mil rn Molllgomery to cornpfemern 
the stofy ollho rna!'Ch and vot:ng rlgt1ts rnov 
men1 

• mterprawo rnarlu!rw nncl ways>Oe exh:bits uti­
hzlng a spocle!ly dosignod logo along Rosa 
Pa~ s Avenu Jackson Street, and Oorice•o 
Street 

Alabama Stato Capllol: 

• mtnrpretMI oxh:nlts on bulla !>Q·s lntunor to k>­
cus on tho !termatn and ImpaCtS ol thfl 
marCh lnclud111g the VObng Roghts Act or 1965 
ano rosulltng SOCial and pol<:x:al Chango 

• waystd e• h b!t on Cap1tol grounds to n:erpret 
the slaty ollh march alliS term1nus 

• plaque to rna~ tnelocahon of Dr Kings 
SllOOCh 

• voting rights rnornorial on Capi1ol groundS 

M:>n:gomery v~ Cemcr at Union Station 

• 1nformat:or~ and orientation exnlb•t and d<stn­
bii!IOn of brochures focus ng on NHT •ntorpre­
uve lac ucs 



Dr. :\lamn l.uthe-r ~mg Jr 's doqucm li(:K:e\ h lH the C'~pu >I 
bu1ldmg m 1\lontgomcn. 'Inc c:xluhu filled us" 1th emouon 
and cmp.tth\ and\\ o:"" ere\\ c:JJ prepared to tour the TTUrch ro ate 
through "clnu. 

Our huttlc: t •ur began JUSt ott the cntnmcc to the mter 
prco~c: and \\'clcomc et:ntc:r The tour ga\e u' a chance to nuke 
note ot pbc~ to c::xpl rc:. From our comtort::ablc: mtm bu!, 
... l ~ w the ~auonal \oung Rsghts ~luscum hwldsng,l..ap In 
'>trcct, all"\\ hsSI«~m dt~tnct!.oand \ tarun I uther Kmg I• Strclt. 

\IJrun I uther 1-:mgJ r. ~meet filled us 'luth o;pcct::auon \\e 
deadcd to\\ lk &rom thc msorm:mon ktu k and huttlc stop 
at ltr:>t lbpusr Church .md rcad C"<u:h of the ""il\ 5tdc: c"hthtu 
alone the wa\ \\e rcachcd the nsuor ctmuct suuon nor BrO\\ n 
( -IX \\II < hurch and enJD\ cd talkmg \mh the :-..: ;mnnal 
P r " cc: nm •cr on dut} I :.xhsbu tn tde--photogr:~phs. 

li <:..a:... ~ spcccho., and tc:lc~,,, on ne\\ • cltp"-hdpcd u 
undc~und more dct:uls about the: C\ ems that occurred mthc 
\C:r} street \\C \\'lllkt'd. \ inc.-ndh member or thc cungrcg t 
uon1...>:~\eu H•h"ugtudcdtourot Br~nChapd \:\11 < hUich. 
\~hurtle armed prompth w return u~ to the mterprett\e and 

\\"clCOmt' cente-r \\ e ended our d:n at an enJO\ .Wie rc:swurunt 
m to\\ nand deaded to pend the rught,as \\-ell t:.arl) the to I 
lo\\'UI(! monung \\ t' eros t'd the bndgr: hc.-~ng cast thmlan • 
abour tho < '' ho had \\alkcd 111 fhc d3H \\hat \\e \\ere about 
111 dn\'c 111 (In~· hour. \\ r: rhoughral" •Ill thl'lr I ega~} •. 111d .thi"lut 
h<>\\ thcrr .rem mn had made: a dllicrcncc tor :all of IS, nd rur 
chc future: ol the tlllUon. It rmundcd us that \\C, too. could 
do the -amc. Our tnp ended u1th \O\\ to return agllln \\llh 

nC\\ incnds \\ ho could help u~ kn:p the ston or the Sdm;a 
to \lomgomcn mar\h prc~c t\ l'd, nd under!;tood for all umc 

-lmm---V 
b>lllll7.llllun~. nnd lllll\ rue~ asst>t t:ucd \\ 11h the mn\ cmcnt rn 
\lontgomcn. Thr broadcr \IC\\ rm ludcJ Ro~ Po~rk~ nd th< 
\lont ·omen hu bo)coa. Dr Kmg and Dexter \\'Couc Hap 
uq Church, l>a\ "trttt Bapu t C..hurch and the fnc:m AnlCnGUl 
bu<tnc:ss dtStnct. and mam other 

B) mrd afternoon, \\c: armed at the \bh:una ~tate I apsli"ll 
\\her( we ~.1\\ :1 \\l\'ltk cxluhn 111 dw nt.lr<h trrmtnu' 1nd 11 

pla"\uc m:ukmg the loc:ltu>n ot Dr "utg'~ ~rec:ch . \\c tourc:,J 
the butlding and ~ IC\\'Cd more cxhsbn on the :aitcrm:nh and 
rmp:actS oi the nurch, mcluding the pa~~:ageof tlu- \'oung Rt!,oht 
Act or 1965, pol ual cmpowcrmcnt, and cxumplc:s or soct;al 
ch:mge. Our Ja,t I• •p on the Cnpll<ll grnund• wns n <JUtct \ tsn 
m the \'oung Rs •hts \lcmonal \I) ~tudcnts had lmlc 10 :n 
The· looked 111 the bronze, touched the stone and \\'ater, nncl 
talked nfth It \\.ts a ~ood 1gn I think the\' le-arned some 
ilitn~ahuut pohucal procc:-~ \nd ~umcthtngahout them ch~. 
too. 

Mart n l.U'the K Jr Ma ch 25 1gss 
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Notes 



"So it was at Lexington and 
Concord. 

So it was a century ago at 
Appomattox. 

So it was last Jveek in Sel1na, 
Alabanla. '' PresldentlyndonB Jonson M !'Ch 5 1965 
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