~ Prepared by:

Approved by:

HISTORIC RESOURCE STUDY

FOR

HISTCRY C¥ PORTSHOUTH VILLAGE

CAPE ICOKOUT NATIONAL SEASHORE, NORTH CARCLINA

September 1970

S

George J. Olszewskdi, Historian
ESC, NPS

Regional Pirector, SERO







PREFACE

This report has been prepared to satisfy the research needs
specified in Eistorical Resource Study Proposal CALO-H-1, Historie
Resource Study, Portsmouth Village; Cane Lookout Néﬁ;ional Seashore,
North Carolina. The area's historic sites have been identified,
evaluatéd and plotted on the Historical Base lMap. Strvctures that are
to arpear on the list of classified structures have been identified,
as well as the lands and resources to be designated Class VI in the
Land Classification Plan., National Register Forms have been prepared
for structures and the historic district nominated for inclusion on
the National Register of Historic Places,

The dearth of information on Portsmouth Village when I began the
study has been overcome by the extensive use of colonial doéuments,
deeds, decennial censuses of the United States and other official doc~
uments, State records, personal interviews and a personal survey of

the area. Although limited by the scome 6f this historic resource

-

survey, the history of Portsmouth has become viable and suggestions are
made for further exploration of the subject.

Many versons were helpful with the preparation:of this report.
Outstanding were Senator EQerett B, Jordan and Representative David
Newton Henderson of North Carolina who provided.vital information on -
the political.organization and the whereabouts of State documents.
Their interest in the project was exceptional.

Particular thanks are due the master planning team consisting of
Team Captain William‘w. Smith, engineer-planner, Barron H. Bohnet,
landscape architect, both of the Office of Environmental Plamning and
Design, Eastern Service Center, Suﬁerintendent Dan Davis of Cape Look-

oub w.410na] Seashore, and Park Ranger Dave Fletcher of Cape Hatteras
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National Seashore (Ocracoke). All gave m=w unstintingly the sum of
their knowledge and experience in the area and provided documents
essential to the study. Much of it has been incorporated in the text,
Bill §mith was most helpful in permitting me to use his recent photo-
graphs of Portsmouth Village.

Mark Eckoff, Mrs., Hope K, Holdcamper, Joseph Howerton, Arthur
Hecht and Robert Kvasnicka ard others of the National Archives were
especially helpful in locating rarely used docrments,

Especial thanks are due all those North Carolinians who so willing=
1y aﬁd cheerfully aided me in my search for first-hand materials, Among
trese I would like to mention the Honorablé John T. Icenhour, Assistant
Attorney General; ¥r. E, O, Coker, Head Administrator, State Archives
and Library and his staff at Raleigh;‘and the administrators of the
Office of the County Commissioners, County Courthouse, Beaufort, N.C.,
including the Honorable A, H. James, Clerk of the Supericr Court;
ir, Elbert Davis, Tax Supervisor,and his assistant,Sterling Haan;k;
Mrs. Alma Tiighman, Register of Deeds, and her assistants, Mrs. Sharon
Piner and Miss EXZ% Charlotte Taylor. For their enthusidng in pro-
viding first-hand information on Portsmouth and life on the island I

wish to thank Miss Elma Dixon, and ¥r. Henry Pigott, the two survivipg
permanent residents; Captain Justin Austin, énd Mr., and ¥rs. George
Wilkes of Ocracoke; and Mrs. Ada Roberté Styron of.Arlington, Va.,
who as a child helped her mother in offering succor to the survivors

>

of the wrecked Vera Cruz VII.

My colleagues Ecdwin C. Bearss and F, Ross Holland were especially
helpful in providing information and copies of the excellent reports

- they had completed on Cape Hatteras and Cape Lookout, Hoth read
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preliminary drafts of the report and offered valuable assistance in

its completion., T wish to extend ry thanks to Frank B. Sarles for

proof-reading the final draft and to Dr. R. Hortensen for reviewing

my recommendations, Miss

excellent typing Job.

Washingfon, D, C,

September 10, 1970
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CHAPTER I
HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION

THE CEOCRAPHIC SZTTINGC

Portsmouth Village wmxa founded in 1753 lies in latitude BSOOh'llt‘

[

and longitude 760315511 on the northermmost tip of Portsmouth Island
which stretches about eight miles ke south to Core Banks. It is the

northerrmost
@ect pert of the chain of low, sandy, string bean islands known as the

Oﬁter Banks., They stretch for 10 miles in a southwestzyerly direction
to Cape Lookout at the southern extremity of vhich lieiShackleford
Banks that juts out into the Atlantic off the coast of the muinland of
North Carolina, Portsmouth Island is separated from Core 3anks, mostyrmptay
probably named for the Coree Indiaggé who once populated the area,
by Drum Inlet vhich opened in the 19305; and was formerly knovm as
Swash Inlet. Yhalebone Tnlet vhich cut through Portsmouth Island in
the 1860s closed in the early 19608. There is no road connection be~
tween Portsmouth and the other areas of the Outer Banks and the
mainland.

Portsmouth 1s separated on the north from Ocracoke Island,

the southernmost extremity of Cape Habteras National Seashore, by

YR

the wa turbulent waters of Ocraccke Tnlet discovered in 1585. It was
knovm earlier by its Indian namesof Vlokokon, Vosoton, toccock, Ckok,
Ocacock and Ocracock. It appears on the Vhite map of 1585, the Dudley
map of 1647, and the Yoceley map of 1733, The torm of Portsmouth ap-
pears for the first bime on the Collet map of 1770 and the liouzon map
of 1777 distinguished by a cluster’of about nine houses and'what appears

to be a church. A road runs from the village in a southwestly direction.

2 - . ALY o ie v 2em Rmman AT
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Ocracoke is the scene of the last days of Bladkbeard the pirate, knomm 'X

w5
as"iorth Carolina's ovm," The area is a isolated; it is primitive.

"2." Hugh F. Rankin, The Pirates of Colonial forth Carolina (Raleéizh,
1965), pe L3.

Portsmouth is considered to be one of the most important areas of the
Cape Lookout YFational 3Seashore now being estzblished to preserve the
primitive nature of one of the last-remaining seashores of our east—

ern seaboard.

EARLY EXPLORATION

The ard’ was undoubtedly known to the Spanish and French fleets of

YRR
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the:sixteentﬁ<d}ﬁtury as they tobk advantag ge of the trade winds and the
warm currents of the Gulf Strean vo beat thelr way back to Burope. It
vias in 1524 that the Italian navigator, Verrazzeano, then in the employ of
| the French king and using a French fleet left the first vritten record
s ... of the Outer Banks,mf0ineikz naming them "Werrazzano Isthmus,® Pamlico
Scind appeared to hinm to be an endless sea and he believed that the Atlen-

tic and Pzcific Cceans were separated by that narrow strip of land{ and

that the prize for vhich he was scerching — 2 route to India and China ~—

lay Jdst beyornd. This i1dea was accepted by ihe French i2z:: and other

|22

Buropeans for 2lmost 150 years.,

Eio David Stick, The Cuter Banks of North Cerolina {Chapel Hill,
1958), p. 13 ;

P

gt

It wvas aurlng the second eXptethF of Ralelgh thet left mngland
on April 9, 1585 under the commgd of Sir Richard Grenville, and with a
force of over 600 men, half of vhom were soldierw, that the area X%
to the English,
ek becane known( Grenville reached the Outer Banks at

Ocracoke and from there continued his exploration of the countryside

moving up the Banks to Roanoke Island where he established a fort and

N L

a settlement, Thereafter English ships regularly visited the area.
It was most probably during x¥e one of these voyages that Vhite
. prepared his map in 1585 showing ”Wbcoccn"Inlet[ with some degree-

of accuracy.
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OCRACCKE INLET

Once the Znglish were established in America and thelr settle-~
ments grew as trade and commerce expanded between the Colonies and the
lother Country, Ocracoke Inlet was to become the most important port
of entry for lorth Carolina, All exports and imports from her three most

. sex

important Apox’hs-—-—l‘fev: Bern, ‘ashingbon, and Edenton--were funneled across
the fresh waters of Pamlico (alsc knovm as Pambtico) Sound through its
narrow exit at Ocracoke Inlet. &nd it wes at this vital juncture mher-e
the fresh waters of North Carolina's rivers, lakes and sbreams met

the turbulent salt waters of the Atlantic that nature was to challenge

Malle
Dajly, according to figures furnished by the U. 3. Geologic Survey

Office at Raleigh, 15,000,000,000 gallons of vwater run off the mainlend
07
of North Carlina into its bays and sounds of vhich the most important

L
is Pamlico Sound.qr It is here that nature must keep her balance and to do thi:

) . T
the v*aters must mix, And it is the mixing of these waters w

the dangers at Ocracoke Inlet for the undercurrents @}he vast shoals
Twef ToO hinderg _ . )
and turbulence Eﬁ,(a ship's passage through these waters.

Jgt. Tbid., p. 5 fno

- Qurwiv AT Qice they had successfully defled

T IR L '.) e
the dangers drdrerend ~Lore the cold waters of the Labrador current mix vith

the warm waters of the Gulf Stream off Cape Hatteras in vhat has become
Imown as the "graveyard of ships," a shii:‘s captain would still have to
run the gauntlet of ‘Ocracoke Inlet, Hére shoals lured his ship aground.
If he successfully navigated the ship chemnel or Wallace's Channel off _

Portsmouth Island, he still had to stoer past the Aangers of running

-,







eground at Middle Ground, or Royai Shoal, or Sheep Island Shoal, or else

_ . . past ¥m Beacon Island, Shell Island and others in the area which had
. ‘ s
teen built up from oyster shells, remnants of the rich harvet of the
b £ ed
sea that abounded in 3% Pormlico Sound. Taham's map six¥Eof showf these

ool dangerous waters for the first time in 1808 as men sousht the
answer to conguering his environment.irzoocods Piloting ships through Cera-
coke Inlet and lightering cargoes into werehouses,after Porbsmouth was

e;tablished 2s z seapnort in l753£and the Shell Castle enterprise was

s S

gt i ,{. R - -
f&ab&ishe&.by.&lleun&-and.-,lia}lace about 1795} provided part of man's

v ansvier to the(furies)of rature. . It also was to furnish a livelihood

R eamiteseg

o
ﬁ. See copy in Appendix E.

that lasted well over a century for the fishermen, mariners, and pilots

of Portsmouth,
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One of the earliest descrintiors for safe sailirng into Ocracoke

1733

Inlet is from the Moseiey‘Map of ICZX~hich states:

C ' '
DIRECTIONS FOR OC%ﬂCg;i IHNLET in Lat. Bho g5t

If you harpen to £all in with Cane Hatieras which lies in Lat.
3503 N. the Cape land is full of low Trees. Your Course to
Ocrac?}; is We b.S. about 10 leagues cistant from the Cape.

\
When you cecme up with the Inlet, to the Northward lies a large
Tuft of Trees. In the middle of the Inlet lies 2 small Island
havirng two 1 arge Beacons on it. You must bring them in cne and
your Course will be W. b. ¥, Then Steer up with them, till
you corme within a Cables lenpgth of the Shore. Then stger up along
the said Beacon Island till you bring Thatch's Hole to bear IZE5E
E.N.E., then steer up with the. same and then come to an Anchor
in 5 or 6 fathoms water marked {[with an anchor on the map].

- €
You have, over Oc?écok% Bar, 12 fathoms at low water in the range
of the Beacons. A

S.EJb.E. Yoon, makes full Sea on the Bar, and the Tide flows 3
Feet. The flood runs in the Sound 3 Hours after High water.

If you happen to £z2il1 in to the Southward of Ocacock near Cape
Lookout, then will anpezr double land. Bubt if to the Northward,
then a large Sound within, and nothing but water will avpear ks
over thm Bank at Thaich's Hole, take a Pilol to go up the Country.

z

éi Edward Moéeley Map, 1733, photostat copy in Map Division, Library

of Congress.

sailing

. Note éhould be made in theseadirections of the variation which still

existed in the spelling of "Ocacock” and "Ocrac%&#."
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BLACKEERRD, THE PIRATE, NORTH CAROLIIA'S OUN

The colonial hiétory of the waters off Portsmouth Islard, the
site of the future seaport; would not be complete without looking
into the career of the pirate, Edward Drwmond of Bristol, England,
popularly known as Blackbeard, and considered North Carolinals ovn,
He is seldom knovm aader the name of Drummond for after he became a
pirate, he started calling himself Edward Teach sometimes spelled
in the records as Thatch, Tache, or even Tatch. His memory is pre—
served today under the name of “Teach" at Teache'!s Holé off the
southwest coast of Ocraccke Islandj where legends concerning him
add lustre to the eyes of &= modern day touristsg’and a jingle to

the ppckets of local tradesmen, It was at Teach's Heole that Black-

. in 171 of the sword of
beard!s mmze piratical career vas ende%(by 2 powerful slice of/Iieu~
It. YMaynard

tenant Robert Maynerd of the British warship Pearl ’%ﬁihugg the head

of the pirate from the bowsprit of % Ranger, the sloop on which

Mayna=d and his men had hoodiwrinked old Tedchy and threw his.decapitated
B ] .

body into the waters of Ocracoke Inlet,i Local legend says that because

Blackbeard was such a powerful person, his headless body sw_am seven &k

‘times around dzkdm his sloop, 23 Adventure, before it spnk out of

sight. It is also said that on stormy migkﬂx nights and in fog-bound

,strldent R
weather, the znarerizl gssg voice of Blackbeard calls oub, "O-crow-cock,

NS C,

and 1s heard abovn t“e boomln? of the surf -

;? : Pirates of North Carolina., Raleigh
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- were obliged to forward gimriongrzmet/designed for exvorts

CHAPTER II
THE FOUNDING OF PORTSMOUTH \

> toun of - ound 1
The teown of Portecmouth was founded in 1753 for the specific purrose o
. ‘ ‘e ' "
- . . . + + . -
of providing a site on Core Banks for whaﬁﬁéuses and wharves where com=-

modities could be stored that were used in the foreiyn trade of the Pro-

vince of North Carolina, _ - ] .
Pt L e S ST O né&Zyy years the

- — -

trade and cormerce of the vrovince had been greatly obstructed by

sewosnses the numerous shoals which lay within Ocaco¢ks Inlet. Kerchants

. smaller or barges
and traders were obliged to emnloy,vessels as lighters(to partially

lighten the load of heavier ladened ocean-going vessels over the swash.
This prbcedure not only added_to the éipense of goods and merchandise/
and lowered the shiprer's profit, ’
but also placed the heavier vessel in a vulnerable position until it
was 1ight?§n§ugh to pass cver the dangerous shoals of-Odécdﬁk?inlet,
enter the channel and ride safely at anchor in the harbor adjoining Core
Banks,

-~ Experience had shown that me£chants tradirg e ineTaaR RO BT
Remiisams a2t the three principal ports of entry-- Edenton on Albemarle

Sound, Washirgton onthe Pamlico River, and New Bern on the Neuse River-=-

2t least half of their cargo, at times the entirg
[cargo

to Ocacock Inzet or Core Banks, for shipment§ in vessels of any considqfr-g
able komwikemx size. The early Proprietors in seeking legislation to

establish the tevn of Portsmouth concluded:1

Tt is abzolutely necessary to have warehouses and other
conveniences on the said Banks, near the said harbor,
for the reception and safe keeping of the cormoddties
they are constantly a@bliged to send down, for com-
pleating [sic] the loading of their ships.

1., Walter Clark (Coll, & Ed,), Colonial FPecords of North Carclina,
25 (Goidsboro, N.C., 1906), 252-25L, cited Tereinaiter as Colcnial Fe=-
cords (CR). See especially Chp. II,"Laws of North Carolina, 1753."
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land grant made to John Kersey, an Enplishman, who was granted six hundred
aml forty acres of land by King Georre, II, of England. %he original
4

Vel
grant which is filed in the Officij£Secretary of State of North Carolin%/

reads as follows:

George the Second, ete., To all, etc., Know ye that we have
given and granted unto Joun Kersey a Tract of Land Containing
Six Hundred and Forty Acres Lying and being in the County Car-
teret, Beginning on the W side of Ocaceck Inlet at a2 Small
Creck., Running up the Creek S,S, L1 WZ# 320 poles to a poynt
of Marsh on Sheep Island Bay, the EV side thence S. L9 %hence
3%0 poles to a Hammock or Island in Great Pond, Then N° L1

E" 320 Poles to a Srall Gutt that Comes Out of the Harbour
called Beacon Island Harbtour., Then te the First Station fo -
Holdi¥ and Yielding & Paying four Shilling Proc.[Proclemation]
Money Yearley for every Hundred Acres [illegible] the Same
According to his rights, Clearing and Cujitivaeting ZZ3 Three
Acres for every Hundred within ZThree Years & Entering these
Rates with the Auditor within Six montKp¥s, :ﬁn Testimorny and
Witness & Dated this Eleventh Day of April Armo Dom 1753.

A

£ Matt Rowan™

Secretary of State,
“1.” Recerds of the Sxwwmyyascy/N, C., Land Grants, Book 10, p. 362,
file No. 2L7.:

T C§££9?§§fwere made to lay out the metes and bounds of the land granted
to Kersey without success. Owing tdvariations in the mx early maps such

as the Whiteyxt== map of 1585, the Collett map of 1778, etc., in which the
areas described are at variance with the descrintion of the originzl Kersey
land grant, it was suggested that in such a case 2% the "intent' inher-
ent inthe description of the proverty would be the guidir-g factor., i.e,
attempts to tie in the descrintion with a o0° angle to square off the
property would bring tzx<55rtsmouth Island within the score of the mefes
and bounds of this grant, .Interview,S.4, Gray, Civil Engineer, ESC, %
Olszewski, “ept. 2L, 1970. \ ,
'\¢hr*AQ

)

W“"”’“f”””“”"zzgaThe site of Portsmouth was established on the original
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The first cormissioners of Portsmouth were appointed by the Hone

PR ...“.—44

- ;
orable Mathew Rowan, Pre51cenu, bv and with the advice and consent of

his Majesty's Council and the General Assembly of the Province. They

were Joseph Bell of Cateret County, John Williams and Joseph Leech
and
of New Bern Tovn, Michael Coufitanch of Bath Town, John Campbell of
were given
Edenton. All or any three of them ¢&x¥/full power and authority to
for a town
lay out fifty acres of landf{on Ccre Banks at a poinit most convenient

" to the harbor and adjoining said Banks. The town was to be named

Portsmouth and the fifty acres were to be divided into lots of-half

an acre each, The Commissioners wire to lay oub comwvenient streets

e

as they thourht reguisite,

2. Ibid., Sec. II, p. 253.

town was laid out
When thejst-mmdtesennreiminty, the Cormissioners s were authorized
A

to sell,\j grant, convey and to acknowledge by deed to any person or per -
sons, and his or their heirs and éssigns for ever in fee simple shy Jot

or lots they mgy have selected upon paying 5 20 shilling proclamation
money, Lots were to be sold by the Commissioners to any person willing

to beCOneézp inhgbitant of Portsmouth and they were to be free to select .

L setecle. -

) any lot or lots they desired,

|".'l. '

H, Tvid., Sec. III,

The first treasurer to be appointed was Joseph Bell, one of the
payments ‘
Commissioners. He was to receiv%f all.&zmﬁs%(arising from the sale of

such lots and he was to credit them to a snecial fund for the use of
the original Y2 proprieter, John Kefsey, his heirs and assigns. Upon
the death of the treasurer or if he should leave his govermment post, the

other
Commissioners-~illiams, Leech, Corﬁténch and Campbell-- were to appoint







some other person in his place or county where the former Conmis-

sioner resided.h

L, Ibid., Sec. IV,

P} .
The Treasureréy and every Treapurer to be appointed by virtue of the

legislation was to post sectrity to the County Court of Carteret, deposit

(<

from time to time the womes rec8ived from the sale of the lots in Ports-

£

S AN

mouth, and to preﬁent a;& a\,comul*:g ysardy on krzed March 25 to John Ker-

sey or his helirs or assigns.

7L

4

5. Ibid., Sec. V.

: yt’-{q%ll purchasers of lots were obliged withe
' in eighteen monihs after their deeds had been conveyed to-them:
To build a good substantial habluablP framed -or brick house
or a good substantiz warehouse of not less than twenty
QE feet in length and sixteen feet wide
o

X

3:) otherwise such grant or conveyance would becomé void and of no effect

“z ?as if it had never been made. Under these circumstances the lot or

i.\)
\\ N \\) lots were to revert to ihe use of John Kersey, the proprietor, his

- \Iip heirs s s.6 |
: \g\ or assign | Ej?

“_?\ 3 iﬁ' 6. Ibid., Sec. VI. 3 | rﬂg{ ’_%e

Q
s

t ran/l {uocal historians have preserved the legend of /%/ k
% & A : havirg been el g

%

<

AR
? Fort Granville $§ MecmmApuilt on s&w of the several 2N

A~

SN
D
. (- |
islands existing amonz the sh,égrls of Ocracoke Inlet ard Pamlico Sound. j;; |
Legislation#or its cons’truction and money to complete it were provided ."\\ {

i [Leary

for in the same Act that authorized the i‘ound;é,éép‘;(ing af Portsmouth,

S e 0 o oo ¢ <
why Hs ZAMMMW S , wher %
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The idea for a fort at Ccracoke Inlet sorang frem the rractical
view that Portsmouth was an isolated martire town far out on the Quter

Banks and that it was deExdzd isclated foor frbm the the bulk of the
thus

- inhabitanis on the mainland, It‘wag HroowFmew subject to attack by

an enery in wartire and to being harassed and raided by pirates in

e 3 T + 3
peacetime, It therefcre required some measures for its defence.

au bl

’L“‘\*\sr,

An earlier Act o the Asserbly had appropriated two thousand
pounds vproclamation rwoney for building a foitor fortifications at
or near Oczccke Inlet but nothing had been done to carry it out. Un-
der ?he legivzlation 12,000 prpclamation money was "appropriated
towards discharging the Exvences of building and erectins the said

— 1
Fort or Forftifeations,"

7. Ibid., Sec. VII, p. 25

The Commissioners who had been named for carrying out the ear-

8

T~ Tl <
lier legislation wese discharged from t@;ﬁ?responsibility angs:

g,

The Cormander in Chief for the Tire being, the HoﬁE?bur- :
able Francis Corbin, and J7Z7¥ John Rieussett, Esgrs.,
Mr, Joseph Bell, Mr. John Williams, Mr. Joseph Leach
{sic], &= Mr. Michael Coutanch, and Mr. John Cambell
[sic], be, and hereby nominated Commissioners ... 0
compleat and finish the said Fort or Fortification; and
they, or the Majority of them, shall be and are hereby
invested with all the Powers and Authorities given to
the Commissicners i: the before mentioned Act, nominated
and appointed for {IF building the same; and that the
said Fort shall be called Fort Granville.

o

8., TIbid., Sec. VIII.

The fort was named after Lord Cranville, ore of the early Loré;%

Proprietors,kafmresd

et
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Apparently there was little enthusiasm for settling thé town of Ports- ‘

1

mouth, Téw years later, when the newly appointed Covernor Arthur Dobbs
set out on a tour of Bore Panks and reached Ocracoke Inlet on May 9, 1755,
he found that Portsmouth ard Fort Granville existed in name only.

Surveying the site of the town, Cov. Dobbs felt that Portsmouth harber

\a‘
was "so exposed that every Privateer siling aloiwy the ccast covld from

@]
3

their rast head see every vessel in the harbor, and go in am cut them out;
destroy them," To combat such a contingency he urged construction of g

Fort Cranville and fixed its site on Beaéon Island, Tt was described as a
Wfascine battery, secured by pi2es, with 2 faces; one to Secure the passage Iz

in coming down a Narrow Channel to this Harbour, and the other to play

across the Channal vhere it is not above 300 yards wice, “2 : ”~
- e e e ey e
. F. Ro=s polland, ur., A Survey Historv of Care TOO’“du Nationa 1 ‘
Seashorel¥x0“th Carolina (Washingion, 1968), p. 39.

3

v 2 W Dt.LC‘{ \)D' mjmv-npqmt;:’_ >3
 _Odldiindy /g . /
Vork as begun shortly thereafter on Fort Grznville and when in-

€.

4

aw‘/7

\\

spected by Gov. Dobbry in June 1756, he found the fort "almost oiled and

¢1p4/62%4
o

e
%v%a

§ filled, and the house ready to be.framed," Even thftown of Portéﬁouth was

Q;beglnnlng to iteke shape for the first lots bad been sold earlier that

1&

Ei¢> year in February, By 1757 Fort Granville was far enough along to be

“manned by a garrison of 53 officers and men as provided for by an Act

;W

'3 Jof the Assembly of 1?58 The strength of the Fort Cranville comulerment )

- varied yearly according to the exigencies of war, the state of the colony's

b S A SO, R

flnances, and the general attitude of the colonial Assembly. There were'

i

4&3
N
> 03

A

25 troops in 1762, only five in 1763, and with the signing of the Treaty

”«

s
low {

:Eg of Paris e:rding the French and Indian War in 176l the garrison was dis-

continued, znd the barrack were ordered to be rented to provide funds

\¥,
-

for taking care of the guns.3 Tne fact that troops were stationed there

73, Stick, ppe L1-L2.
most probably gave added impetus to the development of Portsmouth..







The First Deed.—~The first purchaser of lots in the new towm of

Portsmouth adcording to the earliest deed registered in the office of
the Recorder of Deeds mk of Carteret County at the County Courig}house;
Beaufort, North Carolina, is that dated February 13, 1756, and mmts:m
reg:tstered in the names of John Tweton, Villiam llartiner Denha}n, and
Joseph Tweton deeding to themv lots numbered 5 and 20 in consideration of
the payment of 40 shilling proclamation money. Because of ;'_ts historical
significance and to remove all doubt from the minds'.oi‘ locé.l historians,

it is here recited in full as it appears in Deed Book A-¥, folio 378
presents shall core, ’Thnreas

To A1l to whem these, by an act ol AzZsendly mede in
the Year of our Lord one thousand Seven Hundred & Tifty—
three Entitled an Act for appointing and lezying out a
town on Core Banks near Ocraccck Inlet in Carteret County
& for appointing Commissioners for compleating.the Fort

. at or near the same place & in virtue of the s~ Act Mr
Joseph Bell of Carteret County, lir John illiams & ¥r
Joseph Leech of MNewbern Tovn, Mr Michael Coutanch of Bath
Tovm, Yr John Campbell of Edenton or anyv three of ithenm are
hereby appointed Cormissioners with full power & authority to lay ot
to lay oyt fifty acres of land o ,Core Banks most conveniert
“to the s~ Harbour adjoining the 5 Banks for a toin by the
name of Portsmouth into lotts of half an acre each lott with
convenlent streets as they may think reguisite. 4nd vhereas
the s Commissioners or the major part of them are authorized
by the s% Act to grant convey & acknowledge by deed to any
person or persons vho is willing to be an inhabitant of the
s Tovn any lott pr lotts of land to him or their heirs and
assigns forever in fee simple upon payment of twenty shil-
lings prgclamatlon money. And tbg said Commissioners iIm virtue
of the s“ Act have 1lz2id out the s® Towm into Lots of half an
acre each lot accordingly. MNow Know ye that we Hoserh Leech,
John Campbell & John V/illiams, three of the s~ Cormissioners.
in the above recited Act mentioned and in virtue of the same
for .& in consideration of the sum of forty shillings proclama--
tion money to us in hand paid by llessrs John Tweton of the
Parish of Rowley Regis in Staffordshire in the Kingdom of
Great Brittain & William Martiner Denham & Joseph Tweton of
Bath Town in Beaufort County in the Province of North Carolina
Merchants the receipt vhereof we do hereby acknowledge &
for divers other good causes & consideraticns as thereunto es-
pecially movmg, Have granted bargained sold & confirmed unto
the s% Mess™ John Tweton, William Martiner Denham & Joseph
Tweton all those two lotts of land situate lying & being én
Portsmouth tovm abovementioned knovn in the plan of the s
Tovn by the numbers five & No twenty together with all priv-
ileges & appurtenances whatsoever to the s“ lots now belonging

RN







or hereafter to belong or,in any wise to appertain thereto,
To Have and to Hold the s two lLots above mentioned & every
part & parcell thereof wwith appurtenances unto the s= lessrs
John Tweton Villienm liartincr Denham & Joseph Tireton their
helrs & assigns to the only proper use & behoof of the sd
Mess® John f‘euon, TH1liam Vartiner Denhan & Joseph Tweton
their heirs & assignes forever., And the said Josenh Leech
John Campbell & John ¥Williams for theg,ubalr heirs & suc-—
Cessors CO”ﬂlSSlONGTS aforesaid the s™ two Lots & every part
thereof against them & their helrs and successors aforesaid &

against all and every cther person or persons whatsoever in vir-

tue of the above recited Act to the s lessrs John Tweton,
Williem Matines Denhem & Joseph Tweton their heirs or assigns
shall not within eighteen menths from the date of these pres-
ents build a good substantial habitable framed cor brick house
or a good substantial warehouse of not less dimensions than
twenty feet in length & sixteen feet wide on & upcn s? lotts
hereby granted then this grant or conveyance shall be void

& none effect as if the same had never been made & the Com~
missioners in the abgve recited Ach menuioned Shall & lay
grant & convey the s~ two lots hereby granted to any other
person or persons who shall or may apply for the same or in
& by the above recited Act is directed. In ¥itness the sd
Joseph Leech John Campbell & John iillizms have hereunto sett
their hands and seales this 13 0 Gay of February 1756,

Signed sealed and

delivered in the presence of us,
E. legardue, John Smith

P
John Cambell (Seal)
John Villiams (Seal)
. Joseph Leech {Seal)
Carteret County, March Cour 1756. Proved in open Court by
the oath of Jno Smith, pray® & ordered to be registered.
Registered 8 April 1756 Jdno Smith C. Cr.C.
Jno Smith D. Reg®

.The above deed has been certified as follqws:

North Carolina, Carteret County
Register of Deeds of aforesaid County

and State, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true

and exact copy as taken from and compared with the records

in this office, in Book "A, B, C, E & F,"Page "378",

Vitness my hand and official seal, this 31 day of

Aug. 1970, ,
ALMA TTIGH2UAN (Seali..‘

Register of Deeds ##.ovor

I

B TR

General Index to Real Estate Convevances, Carteret County, N.C.,
Grantors, pe. 5l. : .






Actually a John Tolson had bourht lot numter 28 the previous day
on February 12, 1756, according to the date of his deeq}but it wés foloe
registered until June 28, 1757 more than two months after the deed of
John Tweton et al. Furthernmore,.and perhaps this can be used as an in-
dication of whose dekd gzsxactually represented the first lot sold in
Portsmouth is the fact that Tweton's et al deed was registered in Book
A-F on vare 378, whereas Tolson's deed.although dated the ;i;z!frevious

was (.
to Tweton's et al @i® not registered in Book A-F until page hh§:>
{'fweton et al also bought lots 6 and 19 adjoining S and 20 on June 22,

1756, their deed being registered on September 11, 1756.1;:

[N . . o
i de Ibid., Deed Bock, 4A-F, pe 399,

Another group of lots was sold when Charles McNear kmatr bought lots &__
7 and 22 on Karch 19, 1757, both beiné registered on June 2, 1757, in |
Deed Book A-F; on pages h}; and h355reSpective1y. 8 Valentine Wade also
bought, lot %%*the same day on.Mar?2’19, 1757, the deed beirng registered |

. i2 . b
in the same deed book on page thogh Lot nué%r 2 was purchased for twenty

54 4
!v‘z. Tbid.

shillings proclamation money by a John Campbell on December 1, 1757, the

o yEe.

" deed being registered on March 3, 1758, in Deed Book A-F, on page h73.3's

RN

e Author's Note: _

t'3, Ibid.AAlthoush the certificate of the Register of Deeds which
this writer obtazined while on a recent trip to examine the Carteret County
records at Beaufort, N.C., gives the date of registration as"March 3, 1757,"
it is obvious that the date is in error for it would have been imnossible
to register the deed before the lot wasxwm sold.

, » , s
\;7 Valentinb-Wade~pnrchasgS another lot (numer 20)-on:
« L N : /,'/ v ™ /
but - did -not payXfor 3¢ until Jﬁneﬁg,,1759dlthe éEé Deing regiztered

b - / '
" #n-Deed Book/C-H n page 11,  Willlan qugi*mgy Have teen the earlien

[T
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. N
shillings until June 5, 1759.3’“ A William Baker also purchased a lot, number

ra
1. Stick, p. L2,

Wade apvarently was one of the first aggressive businessren of Ports=-

E

.
mouth for he irmediately ornerned a tavern in the town,while the construc-

were.
tion of Fart Granville was under way and workmengéiéi'SESEEBIm looking
_ activity of tme

for a place te relax at night after work. TheAgrowing town of Portsmouth

was\rost probab 7yan inducerent for the workren to row or sail the shert-

sout one and a half nautical riles

distance,from the ¢onstruction site of the fort on Beacon Island across
and N\ to

the shoalsfﬁx‘WallaceWs Channel xinRextexaxikyxx &omt Wade's Tavern. The

following year 1858'Lade bou ght another lot (number 30) from a William

Sibbly on October 7, 17“8 Sl“bly was a2 carpenter then living at Portse-

O “\

mouth who had bcucht the same. lot from Jawes Burns, a mariner, for forty
pounds, Burns undoq@ealy made a twdy proflt on the deal for he had bouﬁht

the original lot for one Pound (the stlpq/lated twenty shillings proclara-

AN 8y

tion roney) the year before on Cctober 7, 1757. Wade was noted in the
SN

. - ,," \\
-iéa.' Tv1d., Deed Book G ard H, p. 150. \\_

as being .
deed from Sibbly #ixodammi®/an Yinholder" so daae,hﬁﬁzxxzixx having al@o

ealing in rezl
(number 20)
estate as wellf/fbr he ronaeoorest-weexte purchasedanother lot(the following

been appointed a Justice cf the Peace,® was

yeaﬁfron March 28, 1759, Wade may have been running into financial difficul-

ties for the deed irdicates he did not pay fmexi¥® the stipulated twenty

[ I 4

e

Al

L )
50, the-samewdey, March 28, 1759, ¥mz-it xxyxxxm but there is no specific date
to indicate when his deed was registered other than a notation that it was
done during the session of the "June Court 1759." However, Baker's deed

is registered on page 9 of the sare dekd book (G-H)} and may be presumed to

. &
" have prececded the registration of Wade's'deed.ﬁi

12l Ibid.
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TABLE I

\ : From
EARLIEST DEEDS RECORDED FOR PORTSMOUTH:E

John Campbell

2

Name of Grantor: . Lot No,: Paid: Date of Deed: Date Registered: gee?
; ‘ ook
& Fol
John Tolson 28 £1.0.0 February 12, 1756 June 28, 1757 ﬁg,
John Tweton, William Martiner 5 & 20 D.i0.0  February 13, 1756 April 8, 1756 A-F,
Denham & Joseph Tweton - 378
John Tweton, William Nartiner 6 & 19 0.40.0  June 22, 1756 September 11, 1756 A-F,
Denham and Joseph Tweton 399
Charles .McNear 7 0420,0 March 19, 1757 June 24, 1757 = A~P, #
Charles McNear 22 0,20,0  March 19, 1757 June 24, 1757 A-Fy
- Valentine Wade 21 0,20,0  March 19, 1757 June 26, 1757 ZAJ:g )
0.20,0  Decemb@r 14, 1757 March 3, 1757 ﬁ75§{$—3—F,

,';-1‘;1”, Records of the Register of Deeds, Carteret County, Beaufort, N.C,

N Y






By now, however, Wade was running into trouble and afoul of the lawe
of raintaining decorum on the Lords day
It appears that contrary to public policy/and in violaticn of &mx

"An Act to prevent excessive and deceitful CGaming," coveri -y €m gambling

‘
losses £ of l‘orty éhllllnc in twenty-four houns,j’ John Bragg, an

Ocraccke Inlet pllot, and Joseph Ryall, a soldier at Fort Cranville,
had sworn out a complaint warrant against Wade,
The Council of the Colony was then in session at Wilmington, and

on September 1, 1759, charged that:

Upon Complaint being made that Valentine Vade one of his .
¥ajestys Justices of the Peace for the County of Carteret
and who keeps a2 Tavern in the Town of Portsmouth in said
County, Perrits suffers and encourages disorderly per=-
sons, to dance ard play at cards and dice in his house
upon the Lords Day and ypod reading the affid” of Joserh
Ryall and another 4ffid” of said Joseph Ryall and John
Bragg

It is ordered that the sa1d Valentine Wade appear be-
fore his Excellency the Gov® in Council on Tuesday the 20%th
day of -Nov' next at Wilmington to shew cause why he should
not be struck out of the Commission of the Peace for the
said County.

Pt CR, 6, 1759-1765, B2,
i~ o
A VYo
o A
(Wﬂ S had no chance of beating the case, failed to show up and subseguently
Oj¢W‘ Wade also assigned the deed to {ot 30 to David Wallace on A"ugust 27, 1759,

Was no longer Justice of the Deace at Portsmouth. thls case undoubtedly
o et
bukﬁé _%ﬁ%h%as the first indication of a sense of morality and rellgiion appearing
W

e

*%;Lzﬂu:blﬂvy Parish,-axx In 1766 Reverend Alexander Stewart Baptized 27 white and
surrounding

Z:;Eiikw&“p\colored children from the Eflards Evmywobaaxoonek in a baptismal ceree-

Wade, apparently, kncwing that he was guiliy as charged and that he

AIRE

pﬁiﬂgﬂﬂ/ Portsmouth for the next year, 1760, a reader was appointed by St. John's

. /gx money held on Portsmouth?. :9,”,&.,
.. 1 - d ’ -
Ljub&kf ~u:2. Vestry Book, St. John's Parish, ¥Z2, Department of Archives
and distory, taleirn, M.C.
5 3. !"1:2223 Holland, €~ 7 e i RN 4
g:v’ . w""fﬂ.":’,‘??":m,:,,,”;“'-.T",,"”‘“ e mkd p. 39.
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CHAPTER IIX

CRCJTH OF PORTSY.OUTH

Little information is avéﬁagle on the groYth or activity taking
place in Portsmouth/ up to the Revolution, However, tlie Collett map
tlhey could be
of 1770 shows what appecars to be eight Structuresr‘étlouses or viéérehouses

accerding to the terms of the origial amkos deed—- and the Nauzon map

' ”fo(“‘v /'"!6

of 1775 also shows eight structures, one larger than all the others in-

dicating the possibility that it may have %ﬁggea chvrchlalthough there

Lo,ﬁf
¢ e

;LS - is no record of one having been establishedfiaside from the fact that a
> N |
< 'ﬂ s reader of the Gospel was aprointed to Portsmouth as noted above.
L N G
¥ ‘@
>y . 1, William P, Cumming, Morth Carolina in Maps (Raleigh¥, 1966)
<t Plates VII and VIII. Photostats of these criginal waps are in the lap
i@\t 3 Division of the Library of Congress and copies are included in the appen-
X R dix.
< -
éf' it |
gf) 2 During the American Revolution it was reported that the British made
- [ a0
'.C:i. several forays into Pamlico Sound through Ockacoke Inlet and also attempt=-
g X
I § {? ed to close it to American shipping, However, there is no significant
Q m{i action that can be associated directly with Portsmouth during this per=-
N8 2 ‘
~ ‘} <& iod.” It was reported that the British landed a large force at Ocracocke
L \é; { _ :
:):TV\\:L \‘QQ 2. HOlland, Pe. ’JOQ
%03 ‘
< ) ,
o S } and Portsmouth while on their way to attack Yew Bern. They captured
R_} < seom sheep and cattle at both towns and shipped them north to the Chesa-
3 — .
% peake Bay area. This raid prompted the Governor of North Carolina to

. order Captain John Eelson in September 1777 to repel the British invaders

.
Jp,
(IR

3

R |







It is not until the taking of the first United States census in
1790 that we have any concrete evidence of the population of Ports-
mouth.aﬂﬂ;%n examination of the original census {eﬁurns makes that dif-
ficult to determine with any degre%é of accuracy.lfThis is due not only

to the 11lelibility of the records and the lack of systematic procedure

“+l. Povulation Schedules of the First Cens8us of the United States,

1790, North Carolina, Carterest County, in Reccrds of the Bureau of the
Census, Hational Archives, Record Group 29, cited hereafter as Census
of the U, 5, and the appropriate vear. -

but alsc to the fact that the population of Carteret County was taken
togather as a group., Holland lists 96 free while males, 92 free white

females and 3§ slavesiz David sallace, Jr., was. anpar[etly the lead=-

.
*2. Hollard, p. 20

.‘,1" n'. ; s

ing c1tlzen-di~h:a“i§$al of 16 slaves, William Williams was next with
The only -~
nine slaves, &naxgyznmﬁxafxxxx-name to appear. on the first census and
is, ) - is
which ere identifiable from early deeds ¥X Tolsin, but spelled with an

3" instead of an Yo" as in the origiral deed for lot number 28, Other-
family names are: Wallace, Gaskin, Salter, Bragg, Howard, Neale, and

Stiron,
The census of 1800 indicated that Core Banks and the neighboring

S T

Shell Castle Island which had become impor}ant to the economy of the
area as having a free white population of 165, including 25 heads of

?
families and 98 slaves. The census of 1810 which is much more legible

4 -~
437 Tvid., p. bl.

than earlier ones shows an increase in the population of Portsmouth.-

Undoubtedly by this time it was alsc beginning to grow beyond the limitations







of the original fifty acres provided for in the erifimed legislation
for laying out the town of Portsmouth, The total white vopulation E3
Qg’ had grown to 225 in addition to thich there were 121 slaves, David

ﬁ?f\u

j)?’g? &g a Hannah Wallace, possi cly a widow, the second largest slave holder

Wallace was still 55433 the largeést slave helder with 17 slaves, and

then
E{\gé with i, From the evidence it appears that xxmx there derg\HB heads
- N of families,

‘76'/((‘(;- Lg
(’K Ao

é?;gk The naie of ‘John Keroef new appears ar a head of family indi-
B

é?eéi\caulno that he had prob-dly returned to Portsmouth to live on a section

) A L T ——

\\§¥ of his original grant, he being tha\o 1g1nal oroprlgko . Qe pgeisb st

\__

Qi b s st s et It Tay also indiq:ate that a former

purchaser had not corforred to the>terms of the original sale for builde

ing a home or warehouse on 2 lot withiﬁ eighteen months of purchase,

There was also a Richard Kersey, possibly the son of the forrer Kersey

who was listed as being over hS +hereas Richard Kersey was beigeen the
male

age of 26 and L5 as was his wife. The older Xersey had threehphlldren

between the ages of 10 and 16 whereas the younéer Kersey (Richard) had

7;& ! four male children under 10 years of age. There was also a Thomas Kersey, aver
o 1 - [L5 vez
~Cpaﬂ yyw%“‘Jw& The name of a;W1lsonI!ade'aDpears for the first time possibly being ™~

‘ %p/y T T

‘related to the or1g1nal Valentlne ﬂggg)who had run afoul of the law. The

. largest families by number of fam*lres bearing the same name and p0551bl‘y

X
related ares .allace, seven;(Tolson, eighty/Dixen, five; Styron, four; -

-3

. \b‘rl' []

and Gaskill, three.:i

'y
, « Third Census of the United States, 1810, North Carolina, Carteret
_County, M&, RG 29, pp. L27-30.
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On February 2L, 1861, on the eve of the Civil War, Dr. S. Single=-
ton, who had replaced Dr, Cramer, tendered his resignation to the Sec-

1..
retary of the Treasury as physician to the Marine Hospital,

"1, USPHS, Treasury, Letters on Marine Hospitals, M-1861, p. 29, NA, RG 90,

‘e |
The last not”of record that appears to exist concerning the hospital

is a letter of R, W, Chadwick, collector of customs at Portsmouth,

dated Janvary 15, 1866, to W. Sargeant, Commissioner of Customs at Washe
ington, D. C. Chadwick submitted an account of Augustus Dudley for
suﬁplies which he claimed he had furnished the Marine Hospital according
to his contract of July 1, 1860, Dudley had furnished the supplies

from April 1 to May 11, 1861, and had ceased furnishing further provi-
sions éfter the inhabitants of Portsmouth had fled before the approach
of Federal troopse. ' |

Chadwick testified to the "umwavering fidelityY? of Kr. Dudley to

1
RS

¥

the govermment of the United States throughout all our troubles,®

'25* Tbid., M1B66.

He enclosed a copy of Dudley's account amounting to $271,20. Payment

was refused by the Secretary of the Treasury,

bbb

Following the end of the Civil War and the closing of the Ocracoke

Collection District in 1867, the Farine Hospital was abandoned and in

-

1894 it burned to the ground.” That same year the U, S. Life Saving

C e
“/s.30 Holland, p. LS.

Station was established on the shore of the Marine Hospital property.
Althbugh datajiled statistics of the number of patients handléd at the
hospital are not available, there was an average of 25 patients per
day during 1860,







»~ 1ing center, Vessels from the open sea could anchor at the Wallace and

THE SHELL CASTLE SHIPPING AND TRADING CENTER (

The increase in the popuvlation of Portsmouth was most probably due
to increaéggg shirp? ¢ activity resulting from the establishment of %EZ
trans-shipment‘busiﬁess oft She11'Castle Island by John Gray Blount of
Washington on Pamlico Sound and John Wallace, an entrepreneur of Ports-
mouth, In November 1789 they had securad state grants ‘o five islands
inside of Ocracoke Inlet and in 1790 they established a major shipping
and trading center on Shell Castle, one of the five islands, about 10

miles from Portsmouth harbor. The largest was Dry Sand Shcal about 50

acres in extent. "Bacon" or "Reacon! island was a 20-acre island of

: ' & >
mar¢h land., The other three consisted of formations of oyster rocks & T
TO¥ g
varying in size from LG=acre Lpng Dry Rock, to 25-acre 0ld Rock and f;bi? i
15-acre Remus's Rock. ‘fﬁ%i .
. T
- = L
Wallace and Blount had promptly changed the name of "Old Rock"™ to iy .. -
‘ y AT
"Shell Castle" and began to convert it into a major shipping and trad- é§‘.,
g D

o
1/)‘4)7
+

P ‘,/«’*“'ﬂ ’
;+~ Blount docks, unload their cargoes, undergo repairs, take on supplies, §5\€
. ’ . .. . Q ) "
and then load their outbound cargoes without having to cross Ocracoke. ?§;§*

5§£§§§; enter Pamlico Sound, or sail close to the old port{ towns up the -

oy g
¥

river,
IR
The two men were well suited td their business venture. Wallace, Q’i
— e T T T . Q )
a practical man, was the braims—end working partner of the organization .\ -
. i LA

He was a resident of the Outer Baﬁks and had accumilated consderable
property in the area. He was fully acquainted with the peculiar naviga-v
tion problems of Ocracoke Inlet., Blount was the brains of the OTgane
'zationo He was a former member of the Council of State, a representa=
tive to the North Carolina General Assembly, and a partner cf the pros-
perous merchant firm of John Gray aéd Thomas Blount. The latter had _ 
considerdigé land holdings in the vicinity of Washington, and operated

a small fleet of vessels trading with the West Indies and Europe.

A5 ) i i
mxa.i o






. . . :

Blount had been concerned over the difficulty in

cargoes to and from 4w Pamlico Hve%and

shipping his

was interested in sctting up a
shipping facility at Ocracoke Inlet where his own vessels could exchange

and lighter cargo. His fleet of small scows, flats‘ and lighters overated

in the sounds and rivers between Ocracoke and Washington, His larger

vessels used Ocracoke as a base Sor ocean voyages,

They started out by constructing wharves s & *,}iﬁarehouse » 8 grist
v

mil]t’&-nd a2 windmill and several residencés. Bu&iness prgpé,%”ed and they

added stores, operated a fishery, controlled riloting of the Ocracoke

. ety };h—é‘o,}a‘ aﬁl/y*a,';.i{:j"‘
ng service for vessels that ad/.lto cross the

, :
N 4 ’ Fa *? N
S i 1 w"(’/‘ »a LS AAN) \‘,‘\ o - ( h}‘
wash, Jj ¢y i ° ) ‘
E 5/'{‘ Local history states that Whllace was called "Gowernor" as a title,

but it is believed that it was p

Inlet and provided lighteri

‘o

b :
4 ™\ which the average Cockney or seaman applies to the British merchans,
. A'_{

urely the traditional term of respect

=" Wallace was rost probably called "Governor" by the seamen of the British
< . .

;; ships that tied up at the Shell Castle docks. However, it is revorted

L

At -

a feudal prince at times s tippihg :the

~ .

T

i that Wallace conducted himself as
% 111l without accounting for funds and often Just placing the cash in his
=3 A
8

o
~> DPocket. He also loved his rum and often tipped the b ottle. as ofige clerk
=~ )

} ibreported in a confidential letter to Blount i
4

VJ)J TR N ot o - -:SﬁCM f’;.’ff— ‘ﬁzﬁszepartmentF -
b "";'L;.;}f’_c X sl. See original letters in th5 Blount Papers at the Howéh—Caroiina
%“ % 4’;) }; Afchives and History, Raleigh, N,C.A : .
) . % "? Whe'ri’,&" severe hurricane struck Ocracoke Inle t in August 1795 and |
4
S .
'3‘3 %mfiﬁﬁgll'crastle survived the blow, Wallace and Blount were elated Jthat com=
. ‘E”“ | Feeling Ao Cu fop $Cnpipg

S '4;paratively little damage was done to their en rprise., _They added addte-

§ tiondl warehouses, a limber yard w@s>dtded, new wharves were built and

1S
2 {2 o whod didof 4
4§~ﬁ . ship chandlery,was completed in 1797. A porpoise fishery was added,
=
Q;PE.W they built more lightersg bouahf other types of boats and by 1800, when a
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slaves owned by Wallace. In 1806 me=m an official port of entry was

e

r) f /« l Per 20 1,‘/' A {!‘r ‘”" Qﬁ o) v ;
S q“VK t4 Lo gasns y GO T e~ L
AL ecnrdin 0T o f@é'uﬁ f(/u,v/'/\ (. -, m?»tw, ‘f/f,m,(vy LR
{'wa mw/’ ,91\\( g./ c;t ,(_J k)‘ (""».A) %1‘.’:—” I ’f" /} . l) l 3
tavern was built, the wain Warehouse atfShcil Castle was 300 feet long. waﬁ»&
7 v
7§ Stick, p. 79. ¢
S ¢
The Shell Castle pitcher in the collection of the North Carolina De- ?‘
e
partment of Archives and History, included herein asj@Jﬂstration 3 -

and which is used as the cover désign of the"preseht study szsmay be
considered indicative of the contemporary scene, The pitcher is most
probably trpical of what is called ik "Liverpool Chinaz sxetched and

? 22
painted to order for seamen visiting that vort, "

£
4 2e A comﬁanlpn pitcher was placed on exhibition at the Metropol-
tan Museum of Art, Mew York City, in May 196k, NV, ///
_ o

established port in North Carolina's growing maritime trade and Ocracoke

The Shell Castle lighthouse wasxgqppleted and lighted i 1798)and o~
when the government sought a site on which to build a fort to replace t%i
Fort Graﬁville, vWlallace and Blount sold the gévernment nearby Beaccn
Island for the purpose, Althoush little information is available on the

_ it is shown on \,f";
construction of this fort% Tatham's map of 1808 wnich he completed fol- ¥

—

lowing a survey of Ocracoke Inlet and Pamlico Sound, - . _
The Wallace-Blount enterprise continued to prgﬁ;er and the 1800 cen~ -

sus which included Shell Castle as a separate entry listed a total of .,1 N

25 persons living on the island, including five white males and fifteen
established at Shell Castle, When Tatham began his survey of the coast

between Cape Hatteras and Cape Lookout, Wallace provided him with private

rooms as office space., By that time Shell 8astle was an important and

Inlet was still the main rort of entry for a %eesemaazak the ports of

Edenton, Washington, and Bath Tawn,
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The War of 1812 seriously interfered with the Shell Castle enter-

~ceased to exist shortly thereafter. Governor Wallace died

i

GiESA8 e és buried on Portsmouth Island where a huge marble slab

lauds his ‘merits as "Gavernor" of Shell Castle., Although time worn,

it is still elglble to the v1s;tor. f)
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THE WAR OF 1812

Portsmouth, being é ma;time port, was to have its share of activity
during the War of 1812 which began on June L, 1812, and was ended by
the Treaty of Ghent o{{Decempq;_?h, 181k, When war broke out betwéen
the United States and,égéaé;é;dgi?;as the Outer Banks tﬁat provided
protection to the mainland of North C.rolina against British raids. It
also provided a base of overations for American privateers and Otway Eﬁ
Burns, a native of Swansboro, was to emerge from the conflict as the local
hero,

He fitted out a fast Baltimore clipper, named it;EEQ-Snap~Dragon and
armed it with four l2-pound/guns and a pivot gun, Though he sormetimes &
put in at Ocracoke, Burns used Fort Hampton as his main base of oper-
ations, The fort had been constructed in 1808 near the site of 0ld Fort

Dobbs on Bogue Banks just west of Beaufort Inlet. Burﬁs ranged from Newe
foundland to the Caribtbean inf{ésfégégzggéggg and British shioping was
»to pay the toll. 1In the first seven month#of his privateering Opefations
Burns captured ten vessels, 229 prisoners, and cargo valved at approx-
imately one million dollérs;:; ” Ef' ST m:ﬁ

Although anticipat§d since the outbb€ak of hostilities, a British

attack on the coast of North Carolina did not materialize until the sum-

K

mer of 1813, At daybreak on July 12 ‘the residents of Portsmouth, Ocra=-
coke and Shell Castle awoke to find a British fleet consisting of nine
large war vessels anchored just off the Bar, Two American privateers,
*E&8 Anaconda and tie Atlas, and a revenue cutter lay at anchor.

The British attacking force consisting of €% 19 barges carrying
4O men each, according to one observor, put off from the war§bips, ate

and captured [
tackedAfhe ;rivateers and fcreed the cutter to retrezt up the &ound%.

British troops then landed at Portsmouth and Ocracoke, seized hundreds






of head of cattle énd sheep, They spread terror on the Baﬁks and after
five days, the fleet weighed anchor and sailed away first announcing
that the entire coast of lorth Carolina was under'bi§?ckade.

| Meantire the cutter reached New Bern and word quickly spread that
the Outer Banks was in the hands of the enemy. Each towﬁ expected ime
minent attack by the British. lMrs., John Gray Blount, writing from the
toyn of Washington to the wife of the President, lbs, Dorothy Payne Todd
Madison, said: "We are in hourly expectation of the British coming up
here, I am so frightened that I scarce can write, the men flying to

A
armes and the drums beating," The British failed to retury , however,

P

52:1:' Cited by Stick, p. 8l, fcnz:thMérhﬂwGrgyf“‘”?“”"?“””“B

/('
and with the signing of the treatyof & in December 181l; attention

was paid to improving the navigational aids of the area.

Following the war Otway Burns returned to North Carolirna and sete

tled in Beaufort. He represented Carteret County in the Cenerzl %ssembly

for 12 years and orerated a shipbuilding business there, In 1842 he
méGed.to Portsmouth where he lived until he died in 1850, Part of that
Lome.

téim was spent as keeper of the Brant Island Shoals Lightboat in Pamlico

Sourd, One interesting fact developed frém a search of the records of

the Clerk of the Superior Court at Beaufort., In 1838, Dr. Samuel Dudley

brought suit against Otway Burns for the sum of $20,00 for the use of

Dr. Dudley's flatboat in transporting molasses from the cargo Schooner
Dr. Dudley
Palestine to the Schooner Wm, R. Srith lying in Core Sound. XXTGEII¥R

iXKXIEXxl”HkﬁELﬁXEI obtained Judgnent against the local hero on December

2, 1838‘2 The torb of Otway Burns is in the 0l1d Cemetery at Beaufort,

N.C., one of the guns of &im Snav~-Draron lying atop his marble moexemss

enclosed remains.

i.,2. Records of the Clerk of the Surnerior Court, Carteret County, N.C.y
* Judgrent #3277. Copy in avpendix,
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THE SHELL CASTLE LIGHTHOUSE

The dangerous waters and the lack of navigational aids for Vessels

attempting to o ral be k Jreen
Jenterizgr Ocracoke Inlet for Portsmouth wmxi=Sheii-Castde prompted Congresse
N led to the construction of a light house on Shell Castle but—ita. -

ional action that/alme—3ed to ithe—consinvetien—of the more imnmortant Cape

-
Lo -
Ry

Hatteras Light Station.17 Only the barest details of the latter are in=-

v 1, See F, Ross Holland, Jr., Care Hatteras Lirht Siation, lorth
Carolina (Washington, 1968), p. 1,fT Tor the Ziooeamxmm® history of

the first important aid to navigation: on the Outer Eanks,

cluded herein since the two lighthouses were built simultaneously by
the same coﬁgﬁractor.

In 1794 the United States Senate instructed the Treéhry Departe=
ment to examine the feasibility of ergctiné a lighthouse at Ocracocke
Inlet.l The Departmeb&%ook the opportunity to evamine the North Car-
olina coast as a whole to determine its nmavigational needs. WVhen the
study was completed, Tench Coxe, then Ccmmissioner of Revenue and con-
sequently responsible for navigational safety reported that the majorif:y
of those engaged in maritime activities desired a light at Cape ﬁ;tteraso
In view of increasing coastwise traffic, Coxe reported that a light at‘
Capé Hatteras would be beneficial to far more mariners than would a iy

light at Ocracoke Inlet, A light there would benefit only those traders

: the Pamlico and other
" using frxwmsies Inlet to enterczbsgsounds of North Carolina.

i

Coxe subsequently recommended that a lighthouse of appropriate size
be erected at Cape Hatteras and that a Smaller wooden beaéon be erected
at Ocracoke. Alexander Hamilton, thefSecrefary of the Treasury, concur=
red in the recommendation of the lighthouse for Cape Hatteras. As a re-xl
sult, Congress in April 1794 authorizeq the erection of a beacon on
Shell Castle Island at Ocraccoke and[xiztgéggg(gff%ore itportance nation =

. ally, a lighthouse at Cape Hatteras, However, ten years were to slip

by before a light shore at ei%%her beasen principally due to the difficulsy

I






of locatirg a builder who would undertake the contract for the two lighte
housesg'simultaneously.
: that was .
One of the minor delayskoccurred{when the legislature of North

Carolina ceded jurisdiction over land at Beaccn Island (the site of -

" Fort Granville) for lighthouse purposes at Ocraccke Inlet. Following

a delay of 6 rmonths the legiZslature_finally reredied the situation by
cedirg jurisdiction over a small piece of land on Shell Castle Island
in place of that on Beacon Island. The Federal Government then proceed-
ed to acquire the necessary laﬁﬁ, On_No%ember 29, 1797, John G. Blount
and John Wallace, co-proprietors of Shell Castle, sold to the Govern-
ment for $200 a lot 70 feet by 10 feet on the island and stipulated
tnat the government "Ehall not vermit goods to be stored, a2 Tavern to

be kept, spiri}gﬁto be retziled or Merchandise to te carried ¢n, on
said Lott....J}s This was to prevent any competition to their vast

money-raking enterprise on the islard,

I | | )
J*. 2.7 Ibid., pp. 2-3

o

ﬁhen the Govermment approached local contractérs, they showed lite
tle if ény interest in it., Accordimp to the 2eeed Collector of Cus=-
toms /igv’{ é‘a“é“cs"é‘v s local Yorth Carolina people felt their
money could be employed mere "advantageously in Comierce or Agriculture
and of course no one had a slrplusage to tempt him into more arduous

. o7
and less profitable enterprises.™*"

j{:’ i .
8. Ibid., p. 3.

Coxe thereupon had handbills posted in various govermrent offices
from Maine to North Carolina and instructed the collectors in'North

Carolina, Virginia, Maryland, New York, Connecticut, and Massaehusetts

R
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to advertise for bids in local newspapers. As a result bids were re=-
ceived from several sources. One bid care from an "English master worke
man" who gﬁ offered £o build the Shell Castle Light for $16,000, Coxe
corsidered the bid "dishonest and impudent" and filled with "misconcep-
tions and misinterpretations." Coxe attempted to interest a;?Qx ex=- |
perienced lighthouse buildeﬁg such as John McComb, a brickmason who had
built the Montauk Point and the Cape Henry lighthouses, without success,
Even an atterrt to elicit a bid from Thoras and John Gray Blount of qu:th
Carolina failed,

In the meantime further complications arose. The three-year limie
tation on the cesﬁ:ion of land by the State of lorth Carolina to the

L?’.’ 1_,(2 #C~
Federal Govermment expired in 1797, just as the time limit on theﬂapﬁro-

2 ,-l..'.~
Crd
Lats

priaticn for tuilding the light house dn Shell Castle expired. Coxe, ;?
thereupon, requested the North Carolina legislators for a new act of
cession which was agreed to in Decerber 1797. Earlier that year, in
July 1797, Congress had appropriated $LL,000 fer the lights at both

Cape Hatteras amd Shell Castle, Coxe now cast about for another contrac-

o —

tor.

- In July, Henry Dearborn, whb had just completed his second term as .-

a member of Congress from Massachusetts, wrote that he might be interested

o~ .
in EEGRERTNE SN contracting to build the Shell Castle lighthouse. _Coxe

e

responded immediately and encouraged Dearborn to submit his bid, ﬁearborgf

did so and in September his bid along with two others was submitted to Exmmidmn

yo
President John Adams for approval. Coxe felt that Dearbornfg would re-—
. - - - - - - - T -

ceive the contract, He felt so confident that Dearborn's bid would be

accepted that he ordered the Collector of Customs in Edenton to purchase
. . iy _

the land for the Shell Castle light house. But just ag this jpncture

Tench Coxe was removed from his post as Commissione$ of Revenue, and before






(~r

President Adams could take action on Dearborn's contract.
The newly appointed Commissiorer of Revenue, William ¥iller, Jre, had

s about the Sentract. He felt
f stone reculred for the lightho

it was too vague on transpor-

his ovmn idea
use, and the

‘tation charges, the amount o
1ler contended, favored the

This vagueness, Mi
8 President Adams disapproved De
The new EZmEES Commissionerd
act with

nature of the foundation.
arbornts

contractor. In February 179

contract on_Llller‘s recommendatlon.

thereupon yrote Dearborn and offered to draw up & new contr

more definitive wording and eliminabion of-éié—former raguenesse
In the meantime Miller wrote to 1cCormb vho, however, appeared to have

lost interest._ Miller cpntinugd to look elsewhere for a contractors. Sone-
time during_the spring he wrote the Customs Collector at the port of
There

Savannah, Georgia, asking if likely prospects vere in that citye
all of 1798 Dearborn finally submitted a satisfactory

were none., N the T
and on October 9, 1798,

Miller for--

proposal that the President accepted,

warded artlcles of agree

—

ment to Dearborn to 51gn.’ This he apparently did

on October 31,

3
! §A¥{ Holland, ppe 6-7e

N Y

e b






The site selected for the Shell Castlc lighthcuse was a svall lot
on the eastern end of the island with "Seventy feet fronting the north
side of Wallace Channel and running ﬁo?thward one hundred and forty
feet.ecs' According to Dearborn's proposal,'the Shell Castle light
station was to consist of a wooden, octagonal beacon towér, 6l feet
tall (including lantern), a wooden dwelling, and an oil vault and

o5y ?
shed,

oo

5. Ibid., p. T.

-

Even though the contract with a representative of the Federal Cova

ernment vas not signed until February 14, 1799, thus making it official,
began '
Dearborniwork on the construction of the Shell Castle light., In the

latter part of Nofember 1798 he requested and received a partial advance

of funds to begin the work., He hegan £G ixzwmymwk ship construction
from 3oston
materiali(to the Outbr Banks in the late spring, but owing to unforeseen
was ,

delays XEXRRICIIR he\gﬁt not gmk able to begin actual construction until

August of that year. His ship had barely cleared port when he was forc-
ed to return to Boston for a refitting due to an accident, Fértunate—
1y he was not delayed too long so that by the end of August Dearborn
and the construction materials had grrived at Shell Castle,

Dearborn stayed but a short time at the site and then went to Cape
Hatteras where he built the keeper's quarters., Leavig workmen to con=-
tinue constructioﬁ’;;;k of the light, Dearborn journeyed between the

two sites, At Shell Castle Dearborn met Samuel Tredwell the collector

.

ke

- o







of Customs at the port of Edenton, whom the Commissioner of Revenue had

appointed to sunerv1<e the work of the contractor. Tredwell indicated
to Dearborn..

»ythe” §ite that was desired for the Shell Castle beacon,

As work on the lighthouse progressed during the fall, Dearborn re-
d.M(A "- L
ceived/partial pgyment for his work and then most probably due to the

approach of winter left the Outer Banks with his crew,

He returned the following March (1800) with a—nother construction
‘crew“ibzfaﬁélhad:hixed and by July the workmen had erected Shell Castle
beacon, It lacked only the lizht to be complete, The keerner's house

was also nearing completion., Thereafter Dearborn concentrated on zzzue-
finishirg
g%xﬁﬁxx the Cape Hatteras Linhthousé afid worked on it during 1801 and

1802, In July of that year, June Dudley Hovart, Dearborn's represen-
the Shell Castle beacon
tative at the Cape Hatteras site, estimated that, Extieduxximxrould be

A

ready for lighting that month. It proved to be a pocr estimate for

the "raising of the light® as it was termed had not occupred by June
local
28, 1803, *.'ner/l/nm spapers were complaining about the delay. According
Shell Castle
to Holland it is not known just when the/light was "raised" but it was

o €f

iqxfperation,before October 29, 1803,

“?'ﬁv" Ibido, pp. 11“120
st
rg//“:e/’ sl
In the meantime Dearborn agreed to Huidr-un the foundation of the

Shell Castle lighthouse for iy appanﬁétly insvection must have shown
) T .
it} foundatioms to be deficient., He received an additional $l,200ﬁ

for the work sdxxmicammmsis

sbvek of building up the foundation "By rune
ning an outside wall at the distance of 12 feet from the foundation of
the Buildirgs 2 feet high, between the wall and the foundation, a sol-
id bed of stone was to have been laid gradually rising towards the

center € as to cover the foundation, and to extend as high as where the

YR
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Wood work of the Beacon and Dwelling commences."

L7, Tbid., pp. 12-13.

By the fall of 1803 Dearbogn obtained $39,300 of the total contract
price for the two lighthouses of $39,650, Bxmxmxs Due to litigation whiz-

develored when the Cormissioner of Revenue refused to goprove payment of
. overall
the final $350 on Dearborn's[@ontract{ his claim was not settled until

‘{‘j:a{r’
May 6, 182, It is not known whether Dearborn acdzd? the additional

stone the foundation of Shell Castle lighthouse required,  Apparently,

S .
& 87 TIbid., p. 13.

Lzarborn's reputation did not suffer for in 18?35 he was appointed Sec~

retary of War; ard about six years later in 1831 he contracted for and

~

erected the lighthouse on Plumb Island and two beacons in Ipswich Harber.

Tis97 Ibid.

g s 3

o

As Shell Castle light neared completion, the question of a keeper

for it arose. Dearborn and his agent, Hobart, recommended a RnmmzasSeie
John Mays '

4

X for the job, and he was'appointed to the Shell Castle light by the .
President in the autumn of 1802, Mays was to be paid $250 per year, but
declined the aéﬁnintment when he heard that the Cape Hatteras keerer was
to receive $333 per year.

Tredwell, the collector at Eden£on, in searching about for a re-
placement & for Mays, reported that John Wallace, one of the owners of
Shell Castle island would accept the job for the same salary'as that @

paid the keeper at Cape Hatteras ($333), Wallace received his appointm

. ment shortly thereafter and accepted the post. However, he had a misun=-
: : derstand’ - -






about the salary when he took the job., Tredwell claimed that he had
made it clear to Wallace that his salary would be $250 per year.

When Vallace claired his salary a year later he said he understood that
it would be $333., Albert Gallatin who was now Secretary of the Trease
wry gave Wallace the benefit of the misunderstanding but inforred him‘
that he would henceforth be paid at the rate of $250 pé;yéﬁiéﬁ year.
Wallace/dissatisfied with the offer)ihformed Tredwell shortly there=-
after that he had storped lighting the Sheall Castle beacon., Dismayed
at the news Tredwell aoparéétly visited Shell Castle and sec§ybd the
service of a John Willard who remained an duty for a year and was then

1,
X L

followed by a James Tauylor.{lL

%+10; Ibid., p. 15.

Several years later Tredwell recommended that the salaries of the
two keepers be equalized, Recognizing the fact that the Shell Castle
light was notras important as Capé Hatteras, Tredwell felt that it was
a more difficult place to live, The keeper at Shell Castle not only
had t6 bring his own wood in by boat but the station property was too &

small for the keeper to grow his own garden. Washington turned a deaf

ear to Treadwell's plea and the keeper's pay remained at $250 per year.

Several years later, on August 16, 1818, when lightnidg‘ﬁsxXxngxé struck
Shell Castle beacon and destroyed it together with the keeper's guar-
ters, the question became academic, It was replaced four years later

YA
in 1822 with the lighthouse now at Ocracoke:rl“?

?‘{};41}_" Ibido, p. 16.

it







/fc’i” 2 (Jw o7 oy o (-
. ,,,. J«f’/m, “’0 /V\
/f/k}”’bq c'it Y &) ¢ ,/ (lf

I‘ .y'l’?ﬁ-/‘k - .\'/51' o

cl‘a/ /} {Le census of 1890 showed a continuing 1ncrease inthe population

Corin
of Portsmouth for the number of dwellings had now "nch?Sed to 37. The
#mks¥ white population consisted of 139 sircm males and 126 waicem females,
reaching a total of 265. The slave population had fallen to 92 possibly

T
due to the closirr of the Shell Castle enterprise.

- Carteret County, N.C.,
q *.X. Fourth Census of the United States, 1820,/:A, RG 29, pp. 122, J¥
127"28.

:n’:'

v,
L L4
ﬁ“ fdgortsmouth continued to grow during the next decade and the census for

ac %P 1830 indicates there were S1 dwellings w1th a total white population of

a,ﬁ 0

J (& 3h2 persons, consisting of 173 males and 169 females., The slave populae
\/ﬂ O
QB' tion reached its highest figure of 120 to that time and was to taper off
L a. € b
\ i e
q) thereafter. Some of the leading family names continued topthe Dixons,

¥2, Fifth Census of the United States, 1830, Carteret County, N.C.,

Tolsons, Wallace, Styron, Geskins and Roberson, S;muel‘Dudley was the
general practitioner of Portsmouth and Joshua Taylor, the Collectgr of
Cﬁétoﬁs. The mumber of dwellings listed in the cenéus schedules is
generally taken to mean the nu%%r of indivddual residences containing
the head of a family, thus giving some idea as to the growth of a town.

For instance, according to the legislation which provided for 100 sites

A

for homes or warehcuses to be constructed on the fifty;acre§ limits

of Portsmouth,'it is obvious, even though there is a complete lack of
data to prove the point, that more housesAﬁere constructed for domiciles
thatl were warehouses nf-for’the storége of goods for transshipment from

the port,






L the
In 1835 the Boston firm of Witterage and Wyman applied for g lease

of a site on Beacon Island, the property cf the United States. The
lease was grjahted and a two-story dwelling house and a warehouse for the
stoarge of naval stores, staves,.etc., was constructed as part of the
firms lighterage business. In 1860, upon the death of Wyran, his heirs
requested permission to remove the buildings so that they could be disw
mantled and sold at a2 greater profit than they could be if sold on the

”o ."
. PN 5
site, Permission was granted, ¢

zafo 0. S. Dewey, Collectcr, to the Eon. Howell Cobb, Sec, Treasury,
April 7, 1860, in Letters on Marine Hespitals, M. 1866, NA, BG 90, p. 137.
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CEAPTER IV
PORTSITUTH THE SEAPCRT

The greatest period of Portsmouth's activity as a searort was

between the end of the War of 1812 and the outbreak of the Civil “ar.
. .

Its growth and importanch is reflgted in the number of vessels that

designated Portsmovth as their horme po“tj on the enrollrent na ers
Unfortunately, we do not have the complete story.
of ships registered at that poi:t.,{ An examinetion of the ship en~-
reveals that they

rollment records at the Mational Archives sdtzk are not only in very poor

) \
condtion,having been subjected to fire and other hazards, but that
3 and meny are presuned to be missing,

s they are 1rcomplete 4 llevertheless, what records are available

do give some indication of the activity of Portsmouth as a seaport,

1, Personal interview with Joweph Howerton, ArchivEist, Social
and Econcric Records, I'A, RG L1, Records of ithe Bureau of liarine In-
spection and Mevization, Septer Eoer 15, 1970

nts ¢t

The .enrollnant papers of ships enrolled ah ’che Ocracoke Collection
g, / .4 £
Distric(/ indieates thet seven ships salled out of Portsnout}*brm-le‘»w,—.,

On these papers, Portsmouth is indicated as being the ship'!s home port.
et

i

In 1816 Shere—were nine ships, enrolled. The dumber of enrollments for 1lgl7-1% 1

2. Enroll-ents from the Port of Ocracoke, 1815-16, ibid.

is considered to be too few to give any real clue as to the size of the

- Portsmouth flee’o.3 The information cont:;ined_ in the enrollments, however,

3. Burke, p. 31.

does not give a complete clue as to the real identity of ships for a

. ship's ovmer would apply for a new enrollment only when a change was

made in the owvmership, name, or build of the wvessel, Therefore, if /
it was not desired to show a ship as being from a certain port, or for

other reasnis !myra o]y to the ovmer, a ship could be registered from

any other port he desired.

N
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.

Practically all the ships enrolled from Portsmouth were single deck, $xo .

tvo masted schoomers, Their tonnages ransed from 21 to 60 toﬁ3§ each.
Tonnage was not the actuzal welsht of>tﬁe vessel, but rather a% srpiErary
computation for tax collection purposes, taxes being imposed’according
to the capacity of the ship's hold, in other words, its cérgo capacity.
A ship under €0 tons cargo spaée vias not considered to be an ocean~-going
vessel. Ships listed as &=eope having a LO-ton capacity were approxz-
imately 55 feet in length., Such #vessels drew from four feet, seven in-
ches to six feet, three inches of water. The logical conclusion would
be that these vessels were used chiefly in the lightering trade;fpp,it
wad a’ common practice and é/nécessi%y to gét the sh;pé over the shoals

. oxd
of“Ocraccke Inlet,

o’ - :

o . 1 ] .
1. Letter of Thomas Singleton, Collector at Ocracoke, to Villiam
H, Crawford, Sec. Treasury, June 21, 1817, in Letters toc and From the
Collector, Ocracoke, 11,C., IIA, RG 56,

From 1822 tc 1829, 36 ships were enrolled from Portsmouth. This
is considered to be a conservative estimate for the reasons stated
: 70).
above, During these years, the enrolled ships EQWed greater tonnage

capacity. Thirteen of the 36 vere over 60-ton vessels, The érig
, ‘_'.‘,‘,.E:"_..t, {( i

Galaxy , Thomas Robinson of‘Portsmouth owner, was calculated to be over
111 tons and of 75 feet, 5 inches length. Its master was f} John S,

e il
N

Hunter.

€27 Tbid., 1522-1829,

No one man or group appears to have ovned a disﬁ?}oportionate share
. 4 ¥
of the Portsmouth vessels, !any masters were part-otmers of the ships

they commanded. The Elizabeth, one of the larger ships of 74 tons €=mw






. f

capacity was built in the Portsmouth yards in 1826. Certainly, if 2 ship
of this size was built at that port, it is a fair indication that Portsrmouth
had an active~shipbuilding inQustry.

During the decade from 1829 to 1859, 25 ships were enrolled from Ports—
mouth, showing a definite decline in enrollments from that port, On thé
average at least f 12 ships a year were enrolled and it can be calculated
from the file numbers that many papers are missing. Horrever, there tas
a continuzl increase in the size of vessels based at Portsmouth. Yearly
twenty-five percent of the ships enrolled during ihe decade were over
85 tons, and Portsmouthers had a definite interest in these ships, Dr.

Samuel Dudley, one of the most affluent of its residents acquired an in-

terest dn at least fourfﬁhipé} Other Portsmouthers, vhose names appear
dy; .
regulan in the census population schedules,such as Thomas Robinson,

John C, "allace, and Villiam V. Dixon each had an interest in at least

three ships[“: But lightering, rather than ship building or owming, vas

§i; Enroliments frem Port of Ocracoke, 1830-1839.

the great source of income for the many pilots of Portsmouth for reemxgy-

2
between 1836~37 over 1,400 vessels pé%ed through Ocracoke Inlet and the

great number requiring lightering is obvious, But the beginning of the

erd of the great hey-dey of Portsmouth was undoubtedly marked with the

YR

opening of Hatteras and Oregon Inlets izexkits a few years later in léhl.
-—-._—-—’“"""—'—“

- Ay o

S 2. / £ .500.
As late as LS / ho'ever, veségig‘were bullt at Portsmouth as proven by
1< &

‘the enrollment papers of the Schooner Alice 3., Hill, John Hill, owmer,

and Joseph A. Hill,-master, which was registered at New Bern, October

<€ nmm S 4,
12, 1869, The vessel was i single deck, two masted w1th a sgquare

e
stern and billet head., s lenvth was 43 and 2/10 feet her breadth

15 ot feet, and her depth four and 7/10 feet. She measured 21 tons






o, ‘

and 34/100 cubic feet of carso space.l

.’In this analysis of such an impor-
tant activity as ship building, vital to any seaport, it is indeed strange
that not a single resident of Portsrouth ever declared himself to be a
shipbuilder on any of the census.records of the nineteenth century, One
or two carpenters appeared in the census for 1860 and 1870, but that ap~
pears to be the limit of vhat can be associated with ship building, ,
Undoubtedly, further swhemmixm research, perhaps in the thaling liuseum
/}?egi;’!.-,"cﬁ,eifti 4

at New Bedford, Mass., vhere over 600 ships logsA?re collected would

produce vital information on the subject,

ar)

}m Ship Enroll ments from the Port of lew Bern, Registry No, 1833,
N4, RG 41, ‘ . :

The increasing importance of Portsmouth as a seaport was shown when
a U, S, Post Office was established at the town in 1840 by the federal
govermment, It was located in the general store on the island and its

site still exists as shown in Illustration 8, John Rumley was the first
24

postmaster and he was appointed September 3, 18&0:’

: . . b1
- 9 . ob
tZs See Table of Postmasters, Portsmouth, N.C., in Appendix ’. -E?
compiled by the author. AT
) Accordin to the census of 1EL0O there was a slight drop in the o
B —~ o~ ’/
_.3Q ki population of Portsmouth when it was reported as beingiéEZ;com-

Lo o,

*$=§§?535€g’&§é in 1830.)White males registered a very slight gain whereas.

b

white females increased by 35. There wés a drop in the slave population

.”
from 120 in the census of 1830 to 90 in the census of l8lr,O.3 Perhaps the -

|
effects of the Panic of 1837 was even felt on the Quter Eanks., Even ‘ |
the fury of nature had increased during the 1830s, when hurricanes

became more frequent.

. =5
A $. Census of XEe® the United States, 1840, Ncrth Carolina, Carteret
County. TN&, =G Z9. .







On August 10, 1835, a particularly severe hurricane struck Poris-
mwouth, Although it was of short duration, it did considerable darage

to shinping anchored in the roads. Portsmouth could do little to

protect ships at anchor in such storms., Vessels ususlly anchored on the

Pamlico Sound side of Pertsmouth in an area atout due north of the
town, Ths—s%orm.bweeping down on the island from north norht east
crossed the unbroken waters of the sound and buffetec the ships at
anchor.l Po»srouth Island could offer 11tt1° safety against such a
storm,

VOn,giugust 29 and 30, 1839, a far rore seve;e_gale struck Porismouth,
To old inhabitants it was the worst since‘1795.' During the height of the
storm, the tides cornletely inundated.the island sweeping everything
before it. The water was revorted as rising to‘an unbelieveable height
in many of the homes of the Portsmoutﬁers. Al1 gardens on the island
were destroyed a:id most of the livestock ﬁas swept away. Several houses,
including one belonging to the U, S, Government vanished befere the |

Storm. Fortunately, only 15 vessels wére anchored in the roads at the

-

time, far fewer than usual, Four vere totally lost; seven were driven
ashore., Two were saved by cutting the rigging; two rode out the storm.
¢4 ’

14
One master was lost with his ship.2‘TEKEXII§§X§IX£KX;

. .’:‘a!,.

I . .
{i Letter of Sylvester Brown to Hon., L. Woodbury, Sec., Treasury, .
Avg. 1L, 1835, in Letters from Collectors, NA, RG 56.

,vé!. Tbid, Aug. 31, 1839.
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THE PCRTSHOUTIH MARIINE HOSPITAL
The succor of its seamen has been cne of the constant problems
of civilization since rman first went to #xm sea in ships. The bar-
barity and cruelty with which ship's captains flung sick and injured
searen ashore in strange lands or overboard to a watery grave led to ixx
internaticnal recognition of the problem, The rise of nationalism and
international law led to worldwide agreerments for rending aid to these
unfortunates so that they could be brought back to health and even-
tually returned to their native lands and'homes.

the
With the founding of Portsmouth, Ocracoke, and, Shell Castle en=

terprise as colenial trade and commerce grew, steps were taken ona /.

Jis

local basis and eventually by the federal government to see that some /QAZ?QQ |

assistance was provided for these seamen, It was also realized that
the lack of facilities--most lacked a'ship's doctor-~zboard the many
types of sai}ing ships which plowed the ccommercial highways of the
seas could lead to the spread of uncontrollable diseasi The locaticn
of the Portsmouth-Ocracoké area at the.veryvcore of the "Graveyar&

of the Atlantic" finally brought acticn from the federal govermment
as it no longer became feasible to handle sick and injured seamen on

a community basis,

N I
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In 1842 the Commerce Committee of the House of Representatlves
issued a factual report on the status of shipping passing through Ocracoke

Inlet, The report stated that "Ocracoke Inlet is the outlet for all the

commerce of the State of North Carolina from the ports of Newbern, Washingtol,

Plymouth, Edenton, and Elizabeth City and the vhole extent of country for
many miles around. MNore than two-thirds of the exports of the State of
North Carqlina pass out to sea at this pointe." Statistics were comoiled
for a year and showed that 1,400 sail:zef loaded vessels paséf%hrough the
aforesq@y'inlet in the space of twelve months, bound for various ports,
Because vessels were frequently detained at the inlet by adverse winds or

tides, it was "not uncommon to see from 30 to 60 sail of vessels anchored

L
e

in the roads at the same time M ™

. .

,5;1; ‘,i\:“:,'f '?

Inevitably there was a certain amount of .sickness in such a wvast
accumlation of ships. The question of vhat to do with sick seamen at

Ocracoke Inlet had been a matter of great concern iorﬂzfny years,

drators, hdsf‘ Fals

federal government at first entered into individual contracts to yakxx

-care for them at the rate of $1,500 per annum. Later it became the re~

sponsibility of the port collector to secure room, board and medical at-

BRCNEE

tention for any sick seamen in his district. steecex The collector was
authorized.to pay "$3,00 a week for board, 25 cents per day for attendance
-«se and apothecary rates for medicine.'l

In 1841 the collector at Ocracoke ®aY¥e¥, S, Browm, informed Represen-
tative Villiam H. Worthington of the-difficulties experiénced under this

system, He complained that ship's masters who found sick seamen aboard
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..dector of Customs for the Ocracoke District .2; Despite comparatively rapid -

their vessels feared "to take them to sea lest they should be quarantined
at. Lheir ports of destination?w%ill land them here regardless of conce-
quences.” “sst of the houses at Qcradoke and Portsmouth yere small vdth .
but two rooms and ofte%iii%xone story high. They vere sui%égiégéo;lég;lgg”
for sick seamen., Brovm said that he frequently had trouble securing a
place for the men to stay., "I have, on one occasion," he wvrote, "having

7 kck seamen on my hands, been compelled to fit up a common boat-~house

.;f“frcould and put part of them in that-——a situation not gt all cal-

sLoeniatod T;T'a person in the best of health, much less one laboring under

severc'b:ilous fever or some other dangerous disease, At another time I
was under the necessity of procuring an old house built on a shell rock,

two miles or more from any inhabitants to accommodate several seamen throwm
Lo s
out here having small-pox." The inhabitants udsl refused to al%low them

"-’

- :de be landed on either Ocﬁacode or Portsmouth Islando‘

Y
i1 stick, p. es,

o

&

- The cause was promptly taken up and Congressman Wofthington secured
marine
leglslatlon for alhospltal'ﬁn at Ocracoke Inlet to accommodate all sick sea~

men in northeastern North Carolina, In lBh* the hospltal was~bu14b at

V

~Portsmouthgr;$d placed under the administration of the Office of the Col-

L3 adiad

}"'2. USPHS, Treasury Department, Letters from lMarine Hospitals, Vol.
MlBBh, June 30, l85h. NA, RG 29,

action on the part of the Congressf in passing the legislation, it was to

be six more years (1841~-1847) before the basic medical supplies, furniture,

a t 14d »
and medicines were to be delivered to the Marine Hospital f&f ,ggyﬁx_iﬁfig&kix J

be opened to perform the function for which it was authorized,







when it built the Marire Hospital on the same grounds,

The site of the Marire Hospital at Portsmouth insofar as it has
been possibde to trace the deeds was known as the "Burns" place. It
is possible that this was the site of ¥z original lot mumber 30
laid off when the town was first foundéd. A James Burns, a mariner,
had purchased the site for one pound in October 1757 and had sold it to
a William Sibbley, a carpenter, a year later for forty pounds. Sibbley
in turn deeded the‘proég} over to the notorious Valentine VWade when he
ran afoul of the law in 1759 and lost his post as Justice of the Peace
for Portsmouth, |

VWade, who was undoégadly a promoter, fassigned the deed to a David
Wallace in August 1759 most probably to avoid having the property seized
bv the guthorities. It is believed that David Wallace was related to
Goveriggi?allace who operated the Shell Castle enterprise. But the
property remained known as the "Burns Place®" and in 1840 Otway Burns, &
the local hero of the War of 1812, had built a home and made other im;
provements on the property at an expenditure of $1,500. The hospital
building was built as a separate unit énd the Burns house was to’;e
ﬁ;éd in later years as a residence by the hospital surgeon and his fam-

1ly.exs Litigation involving the federal government was to arise for it

was not mimsm known if the govermment had a clear title to the property

The site of the Marine Hospital consisted of eight acres of which

S TP I

two were enclosed as the hospital grounds and surrounded by a common

paling fence. The land was on the highest and most level part of %o

Portsmouth Island and was susceptible to improvement by planting trees,

shrubbery and grass.l*‘

fiﬁl. 0. S, Dewey, Collector to Sec, Treasury, Hon, Howell Cobb,

-







Although its specifications could not be located after'considerable
research, it is possible to reconstruct the size of the hospital from
reports to and from the Collectors Office, 0. ®, Dewey reported in
Apgil 1857 that the Marine Hospital at Sortsmouth was a "fine" building
with four wards in the main building and twd upper rooms with a wing on
each side containing four rooms each with piazzas in the front and rear.
Two cis£erns for fresh water were constructed of wood, one being on the
east side and the other on the ﬁes% side.of the hospital. Heat was sup~

Xi
plied by coal stoves in each ward.e '

3

{7 Ipid.

Furnishings, beds, linen, chairs, medicine, etc.,, for the hosrital
were purchased from Fhelps and Kingman, 118 to 120 Chatham Street, New
York City for $1,160, as shown in Appendix F which includes the complete
invoice for the materials, their quantities and prices. Dr. Wm Cramer

was the hospital surgeon at the time.

. l"{‘"-






Operating perscnnel of the hospital censisted of a physician, a white
one male servant
ratron, aménxﬂm,colored(slaveg and two female servants, one a free white
a ‘i ‘
and the other,colored slave. Incommenting on thef} efficiency of this

A
staff, 0. S, Dewey reported that "the slaves are much the best servants,
for when a patient enters the Hospital with a contagiocus disease, the

white servants leave irmediately and it is difficult to supply their

. 1%’:"
places at that time., This is rot the case with slaves,"

L »
‘Lgl;’ Letter to Hon. Howell Cobb, Sec, Treasury, dated April 1, 1857,
ibid., Mel857.

Dr. S, Singleton commented in an earlier letter to the Secretar;

nNe

of the Treasury of the lack of rersonngl for adequate staffing of the
hospital, sayirg, "In the organization of the Hospital I am allowed no
Steward or Apothecary and but one wan Servant-~the Fatron and this ser-
vant are the only nurses I have a2t command and when (as in the case at ‘g
the present time) contagious diseases are in the institution, I am wholly

depraved of any service from this servant tut such as are bestowed upon

the patients suffering with the contagion,” He suggested the additicn

: 3y
i” 5
of a boy to the staff. ’

‘i;f}Z’. Ibid, March {gzs, 1857,

Wagés for the hospital staff were fixed when the hostital was xzzxkﬁ
7/ and .
first organized, The male servant was paid $10 per month} $5 each per

month for the female servants, The Collecter felt their wages should

‘be increased for “considering the great advance in the price of labour

(r#52-37
within the last five yearﬁé the wages are inadequate to secure good and

efficient servants, as a good cook will now hire for $80 to $100 per
monthe" Devey faieg reccrmended that the wapes of the matron be raised

1
thob v -

to $12 per ronth andﬁfhe‘two female servants to $8 per month each, He

L

b






also recormended that a boy be added to the servants staff with wages

3.7
from $6 to $8 per month,. Up to the eve of the Civil Var no changes

«
o &

** 31,  letter of O, S. Dewey, Collector, to Hon. Howell Cobb, Sec.
TreasurX% u*u57, M, RG 59.

are recorced in the size of the hospital staff,
T Modern day red tape upon entering a hosn1tal is arparently

nothing new for Dewey complained that Regulations Yo. 68, the basic reg-

ulations for the egministration of Marire Hospitals, had materially in-
He

- - f’ 3 -
creased his labors.ssd/Suggested that blank forms be furnished "as a sick

A .
seaman must be examined and wait until the Collector can write out a

perrit, requiring a whole page of letter paper before he can enter the

J2
Hospi‘bal [ "

A fl. Ibid.,

Y






for yearly
Provisions kxxfhe Marine Hospital wvere supplied undeg/contract between
' local *
the District Collector and§merchants}.fzxxnxhymg&zmiyxmmmﬁnsnﬁnxm They were
y £ vl

RS AT
; B

entered into following advertising in‘lﬁfég.local newspapers for a period
of 90 days! by the District Collector._ Bids were then opened and the name
of the lowest bidder was selected and forvmarded to the Secretary of the
Treésury for approval., Although few bids viere found in the officialf re-
cords of the Secretary of the Treasugéz;figé'bid for fiscal year 1856 is
herewith given as it is most probably typical of those recdived and will
give concrete evidence of the trend of the economy in Portwmuouth for

that year.
of
On June 9, 1855, Oliper S, Dewiiﬁ)Collectoyithe Ocracoke District

and Agent for the Marine Hosp: gt [Portsmouth forwarded the following

agreenment between him and Augustus D‘dley of Portsmouth, N.C., to furnish

T TG
provisions to tle hospital as enumgrated znd at the prices cited.z? 4. Dud-—
ley had been the contractor for thé previous fiscal year as well,

7> X1 Ibid., Letters to and ffom Collectors of Small Ports, FA, RG 90.

The agr%%ent read:

This agreement made the first day of June 1855 by and between
Augustus Dudley of the County of Carteret, State of lorth Car-
olina,and(Oliver 5, Dudley,\Collector of the Custems for the
District of Ucracoke, L.C., and Agent of the lfarine Hospital
in &ftmx said District, on behalf of the United States, Vit
nesseth that the sadii Augustus Dudley doth hereby bind himself
to supply said llarine Hospital for the term of one year, from
the first day of June 1855 with the articles named in the an-
nexed list, at the prices set opposite each, and also to fur-
nish any and all articles that may be required, not enumerated
in sfad list, at the lowest market prices. All of said art-
icles to be of the best quality, ard to be furnished at such times
and ek in such quantities at the Hospital, as onf the requistion

rf? ef i xatd of the Collector may be required; to be paid for

' at the expiration of each quarter as they shall have been fur-

nisiied, It is further understoocd that any of the articles so
furnished, which may be considered inferior by the Collector,

bk







shall be exchanged by the said Augustus Dudley for others of
suitable quality, so that othergwise said articles shall be ovur-
chased by the Collector at the expense of said furnishing party.

In testimony whereof the parties to this agreement have hzreto
set their hands and seals this 1st June 1855,

Signed, sealed & delivered AUGUSTUS DUDIZY (SEAL

in presence of 0. S. DEEY, CCLLECTCR (SzZAL)
THOS, C, JCLES . Agt larine Hospital

I herchy gusrantes U1 f000 20 DAt oo Tiruvaze of the

above Contract on the'part of Au;ustus Dudley
SAMUEL DUDIEY /LS/
The 1list of articles to be furnished the larine Hospital according to the

above Contract vith the prices set opposite each articlej was as follows:

Mess beef per bbl $20,00 . Soap per pound 80
Mess pork do 21,00 Candles n 220
Flour " 14,00 Lard n 15
Hams pet pound 15 Dried apples " M 12
Fresh beef " .16/:23‘ Cheese " " 15
Dried do " M 16 Keal per bushel “1.15
Brovm sugar"® " «09 Irish potatoes:« XEFLEE2,25
Crushed-* " 0 121 lolasses, per gal. 35
Coffee noon 15 Vinegar " 0 25
Rice "o 07 Sperm oil % " 1.75
Butter nen «35 Chickens, not less -
Tea (black)" ™" 1,00 ~ than half grovn, ea. 40
— Tea (green)t 1,00 Milk, per gal, L0
Crackers (butter) " " .10 Eggs " doz. Nty

From the gbove one can surmise that the diet of the people of Portsmouth

was as well-balanced for the day as it could have been elsewhere. Augustus

His suretyf was Dr. Samuel Dudley both of whom were Portsmouthers their>

Dudley was a grocer or merchant at Portsmouth./’ “hat supplies were not

Xnanes being listed in the census of 1850, Perhaps they were related.,
available from the mainland were shipped in by coastwise vessels from New

York and Boston ship chandlers. Sugar and coffee came from the Vest In-
OJ“ -“ ﬂ."\":’ ~ fresh :

dies, ‘hat the above foods lacked in freshness,\uas supplfced by,garden

L.

vegetables such as lettuce, tomatoes, ;adlshesf carro’cs which grow in
practically any type of soil, lost probably there was also a garden

someplace on the hospital grounds, surrounded by the typical white picket

’ -

‘fence, Any seaman recuperatlng at the hospltal uas »z}suam more than

willing to tend to the garden a short tme each day. Often, it would remind
\‘hém of home. ,

et
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U THz CIVIL WAR AND ITS AFTERNATH

g:*;he eve of the Civil War the population of Portsnouth reached -

+s heirht as revealed by the census of 1860 which gives a corprehensive

Q;

breakdoun of the economic activity of the veople. From ié &2 it is pos=~
sible to give 2 comrrehensive and definitive cross section of the age
of'the §cpu1ation, the leading families, the various age groups, the
occupztions and other statistical data that is cowrrrehensible in a medern
sense, It is believed that the cross section bfiPortsmouth as present=
ed in this 1860 census and analyzed herewith should be used as a median
for interpretive and administrétive data for the future role of the toun
when it is absorbed into the Cape Lookout Hational Seashore. Sufficient
information is included from which to prépare contemporary exhivits,
charts, tables and displays that should prove one of the more inter-
esting tourist attractions, Based on this analysié and the inferma-

tion it produces, this basic data study could be used for further in-

vestigation when more time and funds are available for sl a futwre study.

According to the eighth census of the free and slave inhabitants

of Portsmouth. emmerated on July 5 and 6. 1860, a2nd certified to .
by D. He Lo Bell, Portsmouth Postoffice, the following facts are deduc-

ible therefrom: The free vhite population of Portsmouth consisted of

263 males, and 305 females or a total of 568 persons occupying 109 sep-.
arate or individual homes or dwellings. The Negro slave population

was 117 and although the majority were usually considered to be household
servants, it is obvious that some must have been employed in economic
activity. Some may even have had their own dwellings counted in the
above ¥¥X¥XX figures, the total white and black population fof Ports—-
}wuth‘being 685 persons. |

Considering the original limits of the tovm of Portsmouth when it

J"H 'K






W, H, Vheeler, age 22, pastor of the liethodist Episcopal Church, who re=~

- sided at the home of Dr, Dudley; Dr. Samuel Dudley, now age 70, towm

- Portsmouth; Thomas C, Jones, age 39, light boat keeper, and John Vallace,

vias first laid oubt in 1753 of fifty acres divided into 100 lots of half

and acre each it is obvious that the torm spread far beyond its original

limits.3=d The population must have been spread over a goodly portion
rmust have been

of Portsmouth Islan@fgxm.the segport 1tself<ﬁhe scene of nmuch social

and econonic activity to support a population of this size. Yet many

North Caﬁ%inians to whom I spoke on the mainland in Raleigh, Beaufort

and Kbrehead City expressed their skepticism that Portsmouth could

have had such a large population at any tim Even an authopity such

/-f;f’{‘»
as the Administrative Head of the Her%r*@:f**na Department of Archives

and History, E. M, Coker, refused to believe that Porismouth cculd ever

have been of such a size, even vhen this vrilter presented him with the

facts shotm in the 1860 census. 3But then again hardly any of the people
interviewed on the mainland had ever heard of Ports outh,

The social and econonic act1v1ty of the populatlcp I5 reflechad

- in the type of wnrk indicated according to the following tsbulaticon:

FishermenIZSl, marinersfisa, domesticsli;é, piiotsgtf, seamstresses/f%,
farmers-3, merchants-3, mechanics-2, and one clerk. |

Adninistrative and federal employees were the following: Reverend

NN

physician; Dr. Spyer Singleton, age 40, resident physician of the U. 3.
Marine Hospital; O, S. Dewey, age 52, Collector of Customs for the port

of Ocracoke, Sylvester Styron, age 26, deputy collector of customs at

age 28, also a light boat keeper; and tvo teachers at the local school,

Love Ireland, age 27, and liargaret lLiayo, age 30.







_ Lupton-6,
The most nunerous families were the Styrons-10,/Roberts-6, Rebinson-

6, Dixon-5, Gaskill-5, Geodvin-5, Tolson-L, Villis-l, Daniels-3, Ireland
-3, Wallace-3, Jones-2, llason-2, xak liayo-2, and Salter-2, These fam-
ilies were descended from scme of the original settlers on Portsmouth
and accounted for the majority of the population., The mejerit~of-the
IO ‘
balance vere:single familtes.
In analyzing the reasons for the demise of Portsmouth, messcormonridee

» . consideration

&y was given to the possibility that it was an aging or over-age
-effects of the
town and that the population rapidly died out from thex?rimitive life’
of the area. Such is not the case for the census when znalyzed on the
o~

basis oéf age groups reveals the fmkimmimg:festmn vitality of the Ports—
mouthers, perticularly of some of the families who were in their fourth

and fifth generation.

Age Croun: Haie: Femnale: Totals
Infants to 5 5, - - 65 o =g 119
6-18 85 07 192
-~ 19-34 78 . 156
35-50 37 11 8L
51-59 1% 1 29
over 60 5 5 ‘ | 10
over 70 1l 1 2.
1 1 2

over 80

ki
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During the year 104 children attended schbol at Portsmouth of whom
L9 were boys and 55 were girls., They ranged in age from 6 to 21 years,
mizxgsre Figures compiled on illiteracy reveal the folloving: Illiterate
in the over 20 age group: 30 male, 55 fémale; husvand and wife, ybth 11~
literate, 16; husband only,illiterate, 6; vife illiterate, 295:? Illiter-
acy in the vork groups reveals the following: fishermen, 22; mariners, 6;
domestics (female), 15; and housewives, 4l. One mechanic and one pilot
were 1l}iterate. There was one deaf and dumb male, aged 26, No idiots
or paupers were repvorted. Three marriages were pérformed during the year.
The total value of 2ll real estate was computed at $33,320. for the
entire population of Portsmcuth, Of 4O fishermen vho ovmed real estate
valued at from %50 to %800, they ormed a total of £8,495, or an average
of $212,25 each. . Gaskill, age 41, ovmed %600 in real estate. The Gas- )
kills were one of the earliest settlers a2t Portsmouth, Christopher Lupton,r
age 60, was the most affluent fishermen vhose versonal estate was valued at £2,
0. S. Devey, 2ge 52, y==zxthe collector of customﬁjwas the nost af-
fluent member of Portsmouth society. Eis real.estate holdings were val-
ued at $10,000; his personal estate at %30,000, Rebecca Gaskill, age 82,
ﬁ;A*a personal estate val;gjat $16,000, but had no real eétate holdings, |
Dr..Dudley‘s real estate was valué’at $2,500, and that of both Earl
~Ireland, age 60, ard Valentine Robinson, age 54, ¥edh mariners, at $1,000

each. The latter two also had personal estates valued at 55,000 each,

R

A pilot, Francis C, Dixon, age 55, also had a personal estate of 35;000;
Others with personal estates in the upper brackets, $1,000 or more, were:
‘Dr, Dudley, $3,000; Susan “allace, age 60, $3,000; Dr. Singleton, age 40,
32,500,. Portsmouthers in the 22,000 bracket were: Thomas C, Jones (39)
and John G, Vallace (28), both keepers of light boats; I, C.Dixon (44),
pilot, and John Hill (43), a marviner, BOth Winifred Dixon (50) and

. Ellender Dixon (59) had rersonal estates valued 2t $1,000 eacho}
Eighth lo;ACensus of the United States, 1860, NA, RG 29,

\_V,J/
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PORTSLOUTH AND THE CIVIL VAR
L. S
'{:’:Jj; frcl (,-‘f «/';:lt;f ..’r\ /'4";{1\‘,.’.,4/&05

Although the £Z¥% shot,of the Civil Var was fired at Fort Sumter on
April /2, 1861, North‘ Carolina did not formally secede from the Union un-
til lMay 20, a month after Lincoln had issued his call for troops to suppress
the rebellion., The formation of the Confederate States of America in Feb;
ruary 1861 had kept Yorth Carolina walkinz the tight-rope of neutrality
as she prepared for eventual conflictégunder Governor™ Ellis, a se~
cessionist. 2% He acquired military supplies, equipment and stores so
that in the early stages of the conflict North Carélina troops were said to

L %8

be the '"best armed, and best clothed men that passed through Richmond."‘ﬂ

73 Stick, p. 117.

At the outbreak of the conflict Confederate troops moved quickly to
occupy the Outer Banks, including the key pointfto North Carolin;iforeign
trade and commerce, Ocracoke Inlet and the forts on Beacon Island and at
Cape Hatteras. One of the most significant espects of Lincoln's strategy
was to blockade the South and appropfiate steps were taken by ?pe Union

GeneralawﬂngéfBurnﬁide, vhen he attacked Fort Hatteras on August 27, 1861,

It fell a few days 1aterfs Portsmouth vas quickly to became a casuglty of

ki

the war from vhich it was never to recover.
' and Fort Ocrgcoke
Fort Morgan, also knovn as Fort Beacony’bn Beacon Island had been con-
Fa S

‘structed to replace the earlier Fort Granville., It was pentagonal shaped

and constructed of thick mud sods. There was an earth bomb-~proof protecting
a large cistern and a stockpile of munitions. Nine guns were at the fort
but had not been mounted. Four rusting guns lay on the beach at Portsmouth
never having been installed in Fort lMorgan, '‘ith the fall of Fort Hatteras,

-






Confederate troops abandoned Fort Morgan and evacuated Portsmouth causing
consternation amorg the inhabitants who now reala.zed they vere defenseless.
Portsmouth was abandoned as the population fled before Union troops, Tréd-'
ition states, however, thot one Pc;:"tsmu?;hrzr rencincd for she was too fab

to get t‘u‘ouvh the door to her home in her attempt to escape. In her excite-
nent she forget to go through the large rear door of her kitchen which had
been especially constructed for her. Vhen the population returned after

the var she still lived on Portsmouth and reported that she had been treated

-

X

Yery kindly by the Federals. Union forces, hoviever, had found Portsmouth

;flo Holland, pp. L6~7; Stick, pp. 117 £f.; and Burke, p. 47.

\
of the Civil War is shrouded in darmess§ zéw, if any, records of the flight

-
of the Por’c omouthors hann" been fmmd.

""2' Ibid., See also John G, B&re‘b‘b The Civil Var in North Carolina
(Chapel Hill, c, 1963), pp. 33=4, 38, L9, cited by Holland,

But the Civil War accented a trend vhich had been going on at Ocracoke

Inlet since the 1840s when Hatteras Inlet openedszmgk Being more convenient to

coastal shipping and port facilities, almost all shipping through ‘bhe-Oufcer.i

-

Banks had switched from Ocracoke Inlet to Hatteras Inlet by the end ’of the.

£t

Civil Var.” The effects of this trend on the econonty of Portsmouth will be-

come more evident when the census for 1870 is analyzed below.

t 3.""’Hollarxi, Pe 47,

' 4

Although attempts were made to breathe new economic life into the

community such as the establishment of a menhadden processing plant in 1866,

that industry soon failed., A further blow was given to the Portsmouth






economy vhen the Trengyry Department abolished the Ocradoke Collection Dis—
its

trict in 1867 thus certifying to iy lessening importance as the Portsmouth

office was closed; and the Pamlico District was created vdihgﬁﬁmsﬂew Dern

if:

_ becoming the port of entry.

‘.. .
e Lewis Heyl (comp.), Statutes of ths United Steies Relating to
Revenue, Cormerce, Navication and the Currency (Boston, 1868), p, 510,

The census of 1870 gives the first concrete evidence on which to
the
base the emxmrwikom conclusion that Eoxismmodicks decline of Portsrouth

[ S
L

definitely began with the Civil War, Most probably sore of the res-
jidents felt that they had had enough of the primitive life of the towm
and settled on the mainland.. However, the census reveals tbat the pop-

wlation had declined to 323 persons occupying 60 dwell ings as compared
the pre-~Civil VWar
to,{;xmmlatlon of 568 perscns occuuv1ng 109 dwellings. This figure 7
Negro S e e e e /\,/UW"’

did not includz the\1l7/slaves of uhom rone are listed as return;nc/ /\a(}r kf
\.}.

tot |

to Portsmouth after the conflict. Dr.. Dndley, nov 80, returned to )'

continue his medical practice. There were four lighthouse keepers

and their assistants, this figure undoubtedly including keepers of the

Py . \

¥efe boats, Occupations still reflected the majority as teing commected
there were
" with the sea:/nine pilots, 37 mariners or seamen, and 36 fishermen,

This represents a decline of 60 from the pre-war figure of 142 being

. “”;‘W—-‘.ﬁ
R

associated with the sea, Two school teachers, two grocers, two store

clerks and one gardener and one brick rason, the latter being noted /

for the first tire, completes the trend of the working force of Ports-

mouth, ‘

—— .

By 1880 the population had fallen-to 222 white persons{ slaves

nqﬁ begng indicated esy-dencen) occupying LU dwellings. James W, Lumly, |

Yo Ninth Census of the United Stgtes, 1870, M, RG 29, |

]
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tj , age 30 and illiterate was the new mimister., Nine sailors or seamen were

listed with 31 fishermen. Piloting ships through Ocracoke Inlet appears

,‘:‘”' -,
< .
e py,y P

i 8 s . ‘)
% } %F%o have come to a definite end as an nccuration for HO”E are listed in
J 1 the Poritsronth pilots
this census,® Most prebably all EROHEXL 28 FnSroerd e Rl rrtremath ARTIEr ERpRat

“« /kf
e

;;;/4
&

S

J A istgm had moved to the vicinity of Hatteras and Bregon Inletsf for all

ég ships entering North Carolina harbors wicz sailed the shorter rcute. Un-
§§ fortunately we cannot follow the trend of the Portsmouth population for

¥
3\5\

2%

.4/ /‘/"' ((’;r//‘_‘.‘/, ,:f':‘?

c;qw

Q§3} the census records of 1890 hade been destroyed by fire and those from
1900 on are inaccessible,
However, it is reported that the trend of the population for the

o

next 30 years [1880-1910] was fairly staticfk’éOne indication that the

{ %" Tenth Census of the United States, 1880, M, RG 29,

L
2
‘?. Burke, p. 59
i

life on Portsmouth was continuing was the discovery of records of the

Census of Schecol Chiléren at Portsrou th which Gaa known as School Dis-
~thiiete County

trict Yo, 1, These nare~fourdfarong mlscellaneou54records of the office

of the Register of Deeds at Eeaufortiﬁurlng a recent trip to the area,

Althbugh incomplete they do fill part of the gap in our knowledge of the

- popwlation.,
The school chlldren were mxmd from 6 to 21 years y=&=3 of age and

{52
their attendance ¢ was as follows. j

Yéar:' No. of Boys: No, of Girls: Total:
189L L2 33 15
190k 30 25 55
' 1907 ‘ 37 26 63
?f U 1912 30 » 17 L7
! : 1913 28 . 20 L8
11915 32 21 53
1916 32 23 ' 55
1917 20 16 36

PR

3. bBeoxok Census of School Children, Portsmouth, Records of
C Arteret County, Leauiort, .G
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The Portsmovth Tife-Saving Station wac established on Portsrouth
Islard in 1895 on the gxssemeéts northeast corner of the grounds of the
former Farine Hospital which burned to the ground the previous year,.

It was one of the three established on Core Panks the others being the
A
one at Cape Lookout which had been authorized in 1878 and the oikhewr

vk

Op_posité Hunting Quarters in 1897.1‘ The Portsmouth station was active

Va0 v, o, Life~Saving Service, Annual Revort for 1878 (Washington,
1878), p. 35; Ivid. for 1888, pp. 12, 37L; Ibid.for 1595, p. 3L3; Ibid
for 1897, p.(3%9.)

\«

f

e
Q\,{ s z;/v Lr ;‘) .
‘%%‘.‘3‘ . %. . Excellent histories of the founding of the U, S. Lifesaving
Service and its transition to the U, S, Cozst Cuard are given in Edwin

. &P O C. Bearss, Rescue Orerations from *the Chicamacormico Station, 187L-193)
T %‘ (Washinzton, 1965), and/Rcss Hollandp Cave natteras Lirnt Station,

&9 @r. A History of tne,
North Carolina (Washington, “1968), &=x to wnich the reader is referred.

were de-activated prior to World VWar II--the one at Portsmouth being

2

deactivated in 1938y~due to the improverment of ships cormunications and

s

navigational instruments which made the stations:unnecessary. The duties

of the Portsmouth station were taken over by the Coast Giaard station at
. e
Ocracoke and today are still being performed. A few historical notes

f:}."‘" U, °, Coast Guard, Rerister of the Cormisioned and Warrant Of=-
ficers and Cadets, and Shirs anc {tatiors of the U, S, Coast Guard,
July 1, 1933 (Jashington, 1936), Pe 105. .Aational archives and necord
Service, uuide to the Fecords ia the dational Archives (Washington,
1948), op. 99, Sl.

Indicate xix the stirring events of the Portsrouth station.
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The hurricane of 1899 /‘was one of the fiercest to rage gu¥ over the .

i lg .

04 IR,
. banks and Portsmouth Village. The J2{onal of the Porbsmouth Lifezaving-
'7‘““

Station records the events of Auguét 16 and 17, 1899, and are here given with
ér'fs LA
all thelr dramhitic=impiications,

The surf was running high from midnight to sunset. The winds were blow-

A 00N , v et
i - po 'j ’4 X 3 o v . . é
ing from iing rast jortheast, / Tcyardjz/ evening t}}ey hadﬂgale force }and there

was a heavy rain. The crew of six surfmen were abcard with the-Kepper, F. G,
Ferrill. The "General Remerks" for the day were about as follows vith

. : : N 52
certain entries beinz eocmpietely illegible:™

Patrol vas out on duty. Sunrise lookout was taken. House dub-
es had been performed. Day patrol was out on duty. G. ¥, Gilzo
surfren no. 3/ on Az -mateh frea ziieice 2o 10 a,me  Washington

Roberts /Surfren no. 2/ 10 a.ms o 2 pems; Geoe W, Gilgo 2 poms

to sunseb, Sunset lookout taken, patrol out on duty. 3Blowing a

gale, 3% /Fortsmoutll/ Island under viater, part € fence washed -

dowm, boat hause at hill settling & 4:30 p.m, north keypost :
floated near station, picked it up. Unlocksd safe and took out
keys ﬁ;reparatory t0 apandoning statio;nj + 5 peme south key wai-:-
gone, Surfien ro, 1 and 2 /Dennis Mason and Washington Roberts/

could not meke their patrol, also no. 3 /George W, Gilgo/ ard X

failed /Teonerd W, Yelson/. )

YA, lifesaving Service Lozbcoks, 187/-19.2, Korfolk District, Ports—
mouth, Sept. 189-lov, 1918, 1A, 7G 26, U.S, Cbast Guard, Station J&ade#l.OG

USISS, Nov, 13, 1898-Nov. 13, 1899, .

All night the gale contFE T inued , winds blowing from the N.E,) changing

b

to N.H.E. with a heavy gale and thick rain, The surf was high at midnight.
\ L ’

By sunrise it was "very high," The barometer vas 29,62 at rrﬁ.dnjtt\e'and fell
to 29.05 during the day. There was only a three degree change in the tem=- ‘
perature from 74 degrces at midnivt,‘e to 71 degrees at sunset., Among the
"Gemnral Remarks" for the 17th are the following:

Leonard ', Nelson on day watch sunrise to 10:40 a.n., Villiam

T, Willis, 10 to 2:40 pam., Leonard ¥, Nelson, 2:40 p.m, to sunset,

Patrol out on duty. No. 5 Daniel S, Villis sub_/_‘s'titutg and llo.

one could not make their patrols, blowing a gale of wind, beach,
all under vater. Sunrise lookout taken, tide very high, still

S——






|
|
|
|
|
1
|
|
|
|
|
|

e\
' '_-j

{(,L \‘\.\L “v

v\\\\
rising. 11:40 flagpole fell, fence vashin~ dovn., Veather
gettinz worse, took cre of the surfren' skiffs——bent ($trom~
dbley to her and went & gobt two families from there (sic)
Houses seven all tecld, brought them to the station, sunsele—
lockout taken impossible for surfrmen to nake patrols, tide still
risingrising, 8 B (scubtled) station 8:15 tide in staticn still
rising 9:35 Fil water 9 inch high on floors 9:45 tide falling
(illegible) and surfmen!s stables gone with horses in them,

F. G. TERRZLL /LS/
Keeper b

id, Toid.

Thus ve have bire mute testimony of nature vs the Portsmouthers.,
How many of the residents lost their lives in these periods that nature was

running amuck will never be knovn, Few, if any, records have been preserved

| by them, Generations have come and gone. Thanks to the preservation of

official records such as the fbregoing dm we have some knowledge of the
primitive life they led. But the record sh.ows among other things, the
valiant work of the men of the Portsmouth ;;fe-géving §tation and after
1915 of the men of the Coast Guard. Here ;g a ;artial‘list of the ships

during ,
that were lost at PortsmouthAiﬁx:almost a quarter of a century.

b
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TOTALLY LO3ST AT PORTS.OUTH

Name: Trpe: Date: Lives Lost:
Etta M, Barter Schoone:r Feb, 27, 1895 0
Sallie Bissel Schooner March 4, 1895 0
S, Yarren Hall Schooner April 5, 1898 0
Charner Schooner Karch 4, 1899 0]
Fred ¥alton Hulk Aug. 17, 1899 0
Lydia A. Willis Schooner Aug, i7, 1899 2
06 Henrietto Hill Schooner Aug. 2%, 1899 0
’ ) Three Friends Schooner Feb, 9, 1900 0]
Leadin~ Breeze Schooner Nov. 23, 1901 0
Vera Cruz VII Brig Yay 8, 1903 1
John I. Snov Schooner Jari. 14, 1907 0
Arroyo Steamer Feb. 20, 1910 0-
Luna Schooner July 29, 1918 0
i X Wd;/ Gl wae P S
* 17 Ibid. The S&5ii ipiig Alroughout this period give the drama-—

tic story of these rescue operatlons.

N Y






VERA CRUZ VII

Of all the dramatic events which have ocecurred rithin the memory of
EEmEroThdces stirring
Portsmouthers vho are still alive, it is tha/rescue of the 421 shipirecked

;
-

. persons from the 605~ton brig Yera Cruz VII on lay & and 9, 1903, lrs.

C@ﬁ(p Roberts jof Arlington, Va., now 74, reaffirmed the events depicted

le Portsmouth Life-Saving Station by Keeper F, G, Terrell,
prepared

oritsnouthers try to clothe them, but they also f=z

in the Log of
Not only did the

rmmmgover 1,248 mealsN\for them, using practically all the flour on the

island. rs, #gge Roberts\recallied that as a girl of nine, she had

l,: :

T

helved her mother bake biscuitl,

s'\"‘ ' . ; <A [ . = ~ .\_\

¥ Phone dnterview vith{rs. Wm. A’. m.,:f”:i‘*‘ Styrond born on Portsmouth, now
Arlington, Va., = Oct. 1T, 1970, wuxmavmecmacem¥ David Stick, Grareva?‘d
of the Atlantic {Chapel Hill, L952$, PP. 180-81, .

The Vera Crug VII vas a 29-year old vessel which‘ hailed from the Cape’
Verde Islands. thile trying to enter Ocracoke Inleb, it stranded on Dry -
Shoal Point about 2 pem. on lMay 8. Uhy the briz exmmis ran ashore at this
point 1is a2 mystery to this day for she hadr sailed from the Cape Verde
Islands and was en route to New Bedford, Mass., and Ocracoke Inlet was
considerably off course, Her‘Cap’cain,Ju.-lius e, Femaﬁdez J claimed that he was

" running short of fresh vater and that he headed for Ocrac_oke to replenish
the supply. It has been generally believed in Ocracoke ever since that in:j_-
reality he vas at‘bempting to smuggle‘?cm'e 399 Cape Verde Islanders intc the |
United States throuszh the sounds of eastern MNorth Carolina, Local legend
‘adds details to the story by saying that Captain Fernandez escaped the
authorities at the time of the shipwreck and that he later had smu;gled h].s LY

M‘A&‘&;
naboard a lewr Bedford vhaler in a sperm-oil barrel,

. "s‘.\ s ‘
Vhen the “collors" v ere seen by the watch at the Portsmouth Life~ |

Saving Station, Keeper Ferrell and his surfmen approached the vreck, throving

|






: 5

a line sboard her. lot getting much satisfaction from the Captain and the

first mate, Ferrell rescued the passengers, hauling them over to the sta-

tion even thoush his querters were limited.¥The word sson spread and &x

Ferrell comnondeered every available boat on the island,.

Portsnou*hr’rs immediately provided care, aid and sustenance for the
passengers

;&’D’ }lfstranded Grsmpesrhosiiohone,  leantime a fight broke out aboard the Vera

and »is nray

*/éw Cruz VII vhich Ferrell’helped to quell, T+ =»3 no enr ozl to transport

the 421 passengers, including 23 vemen and three children from the wrecked
vessel to safety on Portsmouth Island, A strong northeaster vwas still
blowing and the t:Lde was still high encuzh to keep the beach flooded dur-
ing the rescue operations.

When Ferrell reburned to the stranded éhip and asked the first mate
vho was going to pay for the expenses-involved vith the rescue operations,
he was told that no one would. Ferrell thereupbn placed members of his

/‘w!,‘r -’l

crew aboard her and spent se»eﬂ"hdavs unloading the cargo of 214 berrels

o

3
of sperm oil valued at £6,000." The hulk of the Ver;Cruz VII lay on the

beach- :

ghexk: for years, giving its name to the shczal, until it eventually dlZSap-
o navigation

peared beheath the waters of the Atlantic, For years,maps carried the

name of the Vera Cruz shj/al on them, and Portsmouthers recount the story
t f?’“?
of the rescue as another (\eploode in the life of their tovm.

D e
lz,l Loz, Portsmouth Life-~Saving Station, Nov, l/qé 1902—Ive%:r—.1_§, 1903.
NA, RG l;l. .
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The history of Portsmouth during the first half of the twentieth
century is indeed meager with the exception of the material which has

already been cited, .

In 19213 the lethodist Episcopal Church was kaurows destroyed by a

storm but by 1915 the inhabitants of the ##p)n had erected the pre;ent

church building in which cccasional services take lace .s"mhcmﬂe'* 6{3

!/ 7, v;_."t

The finzl cou;yoccurred in 1933 when what was teemed the "most

‘»’C",«“

(.

severe hurricane in the memory of Portsmouth," accordig to Henry Pigott,

practically wiped out the island and all its keom dwellings. Lenry

Pigott, who was then a -young man of 22, said, "Everybody just left."

:mrg'!rnm oL "';-"‘_""' _ - '. ~ - - PN
g £7S70R BHETE TR Tarely o dozén tesidents” cf”“07v~r ufzé

e Sy R i s b p——

- e

& Tt vhich dwindled therecafiern so. that in 1050 there was fgiynln-fg

[ i

FENRPSIS Lt S e

4 The postoffice
fice continued to be served regularly untll 1959 vhen the last postmis-

-

sress, Dorothy M. Salter, clesed it on April 11y==20ap of that year.

Postal eervice was eplt up for_thejfeﬁﬂremaining pesidents of Ports=
’mouth whose numbers had fallen to but eéi;n'persons in 1950 by a villaéer
named fen Bragg who would meet the rail boat from Atlantic. Recently
the schedule has been changedZ?;.g;g:; Island dizees to Ocracoke, g
stops no longer being made at Portsmouth. Henry Pigott, now 72 ‘and the
lasi surviving Negro resident of the islard, poled over to pick up the
mail and suppllee fer a time but it is now nhandied by a uap Ja
Austin of Ocracoke, who has assumed the role of caretaker of the island.
Pigott only spends the months of June to September at Portsmouth now
passirg the remainder of the year with Captain Austin at Ocracoke. The
other surviggving resident, lMiss Elma Dixon, now 66 and who was vecting:
-Registrar for Po”tswouth in the 1950s, spends the summers on the island

. r%.
_and the balance of the year with her niece at Beaufort.

= C N C., t)
éi. 1, Personal interview, Dawe Fletcher, NP5 Ranger, Ocracohe, Aug.

N S
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In retrospect it may be sald that v 70a.,

Undoubtedly many of the Portsmouthers left the town after the chain

of events which deprived them of a livelihood and settlecion the =d=didox

whereabouts of the' descendants

mainland, if names are any clue to the/mr:xmmm of the rwmdorisoot

in the records prior to

LRt Pax original families whose names anpeared rrior-to and in
A ‘ N

the population schedules of Cateret County as reflected in the decennial

censuses, the information gleaned from the 1970 edition of the Carolina

Telephon‘e Directory for Forehead City, Atlantic, Beaufort, Marshallberg,

Newport, and Ocracoke may be useful., It is entirely possible that an
investigation and subsequent interviews with some of these fymilies may
produce primary source material which, if not looked into, may be lost
forever thus depriving the Service of valuable historical material,
Among thesk families now living in the area and whose names appear
to have been associated with Portsmouth are the following: Morehead
NeCot Fulcher, 20;
__x7~fey, 11;/Gaskill, Zive four; Gaskins, five; Lupton, four;
Roberts, 13; Robi/;son, 13; Salter, 18; Styron, 25; Wade, 18; Willis,

103.

Atlantic, V.C.,: Fulcher, 263 Gaskill, 15, Gilgo, f six; Styron, 18.

Beaufort, N,C,: D:onn, 10; Dudley, 11;

Eubanks, nine; Fulcher, 13; Gaskill, 11; Lupton, seven; Mason, 23;
Pigott, twoj Robinson, three; %‘fa%er, nine; Styron, nine; Taylor, 30;‘ and
. v :

Wallace, fougp,

N STR TN

M¥arshallberg, N.,C.: Fulcher, four; Pigott, seven; Salter, eight;

Styron, eight; and Wade, six,

Ocracoke, N.C,: Gaskill, 'ten; O'Neal, 13; Styron, four; Tolson, fam
four; and Wahab, three. |
Common names such as Brown, Jones, and Smith are too numeréus tog mention,
but undoubtedly the potential information on Portsmouth is unlimited
within the areas mentioned above which- also includes Harker, ‘Cedar,.

B

and other islands of Pamlico Sonnd,
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CHAPTER SIX
PORTSMOUTH TODAY

Portsmouth today lies alone and desolate. The memory of her active
and turbulent history is kept aliverin the records of Canteret County,
at Beaufort, N.C., and by the federal govermment in its records at the
Nationai Archives, Few, if any, personal records of the Portsmouthers
are available as they did littlc correspondence. From the evidence of
numerous interviefls, however, and current investigations carried on dur-
ing this study it is evident that existing gaps can be filled.

A few of the old structures such as the late ninetéenth century
clapboard Post Office, the Coasd Guard Station, one or two other weather
beaten buildings dating back to the lést quarter of the nineteenth cen-
tury and several frame dwellings from the early twentieth céntury as
shown on the illustrations still stand. The latter are used for weekend

& si..
and seasonal v1t1ng srodoocorx from the mainland; the Post Office

stands kdle, the nearest one being at Ocracoke; and the Coast Guard Sta=

tion is used as a weekend and seasonal gun club. Divine services are
conducted occasionally in the Methdist Church.

The remnants of Portsmouth Village are in a fair state of preser=
vation, some of the buildings being recently painted as is that of
Elma Dixon and Henry Pigott., It would lend itself to historic stablll-
zation for the buildings could be used for a cultural exhibit depicting
the 1ifé of the village and of the Quter Bankers.

The finlal phase of the history of Bortsmouth is now being written
in the Office of the Attorney @eneral ,of North Carolina. As a result of
congressional legisla$ion authorizing the}establishment of tﬁe Cape

REIEE
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Lookout National Seashore,1 including the authority to appropriate
$3,200,000 for the acquisition and development of the seashore in ace
cordance ﬁith‘the purposes of the'Act,z the Honorable John C, Icehhour,
Assistant Attorney General, has been acquiring the land clearing the

titles to all properties not only witain the boundarg of the original

50 acre site of Portsmouth Village but also of the entire Portsmouth

Island, Mr. Icenhour has had a staff of legal assista+its searching
the Carteret County recordé books consisting of deeds, transfers,
grantors; grantees and others in an effort to establish ownership of

the various parcels many of which have had a mixed history oveik the

years,

o .

1, Public Law 89-366, March 10, 1966, copy in fpvendix .

25 Ibldc, Sec 7}, Pe 30
3. Personal Interview Mr. Icenhour with Olszewski, Ralelgh, N. C.,
Sept. L, 1970.

One interesting point that developed during a receni trip to the
area is that the entire complexion of the study has changed, Instead
of the basic data being restricted to the original site of Portsmouth

Village and to its two remaining residents, a completely new set of

- owners, practically all non-resident, hasgf been uncovered,

N Y
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&mi:;@\the 195Cs, various trgg.cts of land of Poritsmouth Téx-rnship

rot

were MRIAXGETERKIIR surveyed/ "sold to the following persons or organ-

jzations and registered in the deed books of ERBYREFEEYFERIXTERBETY
. 2

Sy P

Carteret CountyysRzmxerpiyxiyiyyxas herewith notedr

Deed Book: Page Vot Date Repistered: QOuners Hare:

2 157 ‘T October 10, 1951 Eugene B, Reanms &
Chas. F. Driscoll

N 159 March 26, 1952 Stanley Wahab

2 185 May 20, 1952 C, H. Case

2 210}3{’ ) Jinuary 5,. 1953 . T, T, Potter

3 16 July 31, 1953 lorgan Bisette

3 i Sepi;émber 16, 1954 T. Y. Potter

3 19 \ farch 29, 1956 - -#. L. Holt & C, Roy
Eubanks

(e
wm

August 2, 1962 Long Rock Club, Inc.

6 2l Jamary 6, 1964 R. S. Wahab
’

Y. office Register of Deeds, Beaufort, N.C.

R

Tn addition to all the tracts which have been under imvestigation

- and eventually will lead to acquisition of the entire island of Ports=-

mouth by the State of North Carolina prior to transfer of their juris-
PRE

diction to the United States and the National Park Service, bot_h‘ Elma

Dixon and Henry Pigott have donated their larnds and the :’urprov_er.ents

oUTY

thereon to the state of Nerth larclinmas, ut +ill coatinve te ccous

the rradses wrtdl tledy Ceuths,

Tor

-
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CHAPTER VII

CONCLUSIC"S AND RECQUMENDATIONS

Cornetedt fos &
A—ffe&%~deal.of privary source material has been uncovered in the

LTt s smenite.

course of this -basic—data,study. It has brourht to lirht much that was-
unknown, It is obvious that further historical research is needed to
f£il1 in the gans which the study has accented, The story of Portsmouth
Village is stirring in that it shows man's determination to dominate a
primitive environment. That he did it for more than a century from i
1753 to the 1860s is proof of man's determination to live the way of
life he desires, That he pradually was forced to seek his livelihood
elsewhere 1is proof of wman's reaction to conterporary social and econ-
omic chanres, Earlier concepts that the s§ory of Portsmouth involved
only the history of the site of the original town have given %way to
the realization that it is possible to reconstruct the history of the
vitality of the‘peocle, and of the social and economic chanses that
took place at Portsmouth as rart of a‘u§i§&a history that primarily
involved man and the sea, )

This undoubtedly is the broad historical theme that éhould dominate

the establishment of Cape Lookout National Seashore, It is the same theme

that’ ﬁmxxmzkﬂm prevalls at Cape Hatteras National Seashore, However, differ- |

|

ent facets of this comprehensive theme should dominate each area. At i

Cape Hatteras the main emphasis is on the story of the efforts of the United
States to provide lighthouses and life~-saving stations to make the lot of ,é
the mariner safer. Less stress is placed on the cultural and econonic
history of the Outer Banks,

At Cape Lookout just the opposite should prevail, Portsmouth should; ?
be restored modmoa to accent the cultural and econom&c life of the

Bankers. At Portsmouth the story cou*d be told of hom the people lived,

"earned their daily bread, raised their children and adapted to their

environment., Econome activity centering around Ocracocke Inlet should be |
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Aprimary source material has been uncovered in the

Lol aie pnseoeilc™
course of this bastc—data study. It has

that fprhher historical research is needed to .

brourht to lirht much that was

unknown. It is obvious

£411 in the gaps which the study has accented. The story of Portsmouth

Village is stirring in that it shows man's determination to dominate a

primitive environment., That he did it for more than a century from

(,—;;;g’:-'-ﬂ

1753 to the 1860s is proof of men's determination to live the way of

1ife he desires. That he gradually was forced to seek his livelihood

elsewhere is proof of man's reaction to contemporary social and econ=

omic changes. Earlier concepts that the story of Portsmouth involved

only the history of the site of the original town have given ;way to

the realization that it is possible to reconstruct the history of the

vitality of the peorle, and of the social and economic -changes that

took place at Portsmouth as part of a uniéae history that primarily

involved man and the sea.

This undoubtedly is the brozd historical theme that should dominate

the establishment of Cape Lookout National Seashore. It is the same theme

that mecoedas prevails at Cape Hatteras National Seashore. Hovever, differ- i

ent facets of this comprehensive theme should dominate each area. At

Cape Hatteras the main emphasié is on the story of the efforts of the United

States to provide lighthouses and life-saving stations to make the lot of

the mariner safer., Less stress is placed on the cultural and econoriic

history of the Outer Banks.

At Cape Lookout just the opposite should prevail. Portsmouth should

be restored msowoos to accent the cultural and econor$c life of the

Bankers. AL Portsmouth the story could be told of hom the people lived,

earned their daily bread, raised their children and adapted to their

environment. Econome activity centering around Ocracoke Inlet should be

emphasized since it relates so closely to the life of the Portsmouthers.

[P



y
Il N N B e BN N B I BN A B BN B B B O e e



' ,.e.aﬁyaﬁm St bhovruta
7 ﬂfoﬁ}ﬂ;b& mé%f #“O fe ‘”’Fﬁ"‘jzg

For ese rea%ono, it is sucgeqtrd that the area within the confires

7,

of the boundary shown on the map of Appendixé?tm:declared the Portsmonth

Wt /\B/

Within thls district the following features should be included:.
" theYU, S, Farine Hosrital,

Methodist Episcopal Church, the Coast Guard Qtation,//he *osuo*flce,

e

Villare Historic District,

Y/
Mﬂjﬁw‘

o
0

the Portsrouth School, the 0ld Building (1875), the Portsmouth Ceretery,
Cottage Cottage
the Elma Dixon ¥zxmzs, and the Henry Pigoit Hemizea,

!./
AL

&

:“ (v #ﬁf
0. teps Plomn
Lo
Lol

\SITE EVALUATION AiD RECG.AEWDATIG“S

le The Methodist~FEriscenal Church

Cocdle
(«é” 7%

‘»&0/

The Methodist Eoiscooal Church was the scene of much community

<

af%
A
e G
;kf

g and social life for the women of the village, It gave 1life and meaning

2,

'ig an otherwé%e drab existence. It brourht them together in meaningful
socizl gatherings. This historiczal reséurce should be interpreted to
give depth to the weaﬂln? of the life of the Portsmouthers to the vis=-
itor, 4kﬂ%£hﬂAShOUld mﬁsizgzc:3%%§ indicate the hlsto*3 of the prev-
ious church building and list the names of the mlnlsters.

2« The Po*tsmcuth Coast Guard Station

e

The stlrrlrv events of:ﬁ%*ﬁwﬁa—es-the earller ll¢e-sav1ng
stat:on in asskting the Portswouthers in tirmes of distress and in the

many rescues of crews of ships that had gore ashore on the shoals of

S TR I

Ocracoke Inlet, imcludi:g the later work of the Coast Guard statiocn

should be interpreted for the benefit of the visitor. The building
should be preserved, ‘
3. The U, S, Marire Hosnital

The site of the Marine Hosbital should be located and its role
in providing aid to sick and injured seamen stressed in its interpreta-

tion perhaps at a nearby Visitor Center,

-9
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L. The Post Office and General Store

The Post Office and general store as an active scene of the
daily life of the Portsmouthers. Here they came for their mail and té.
do their general shopping for gréceries, dry goods, and most probably
drugse. The site should be recreated to.gizwoortray the type of goods
and services, including the mail hahdling facilities that were avail=-
able so far from the conveniences of the mainland, This historical
source should be interpreted in a colorful and meaningful fashion for
the visitor,

5. The Porismouth Elermntary School

Here was the scene of whatever intellectual deveiO“ﬁent was availe-
able to the villager. The appearancé'of the schoolroom shoild be re=
created and if possible contemporary school books should be located by
the Park staff to bring this historic resource to ité daily appearance,
to bring a meaniﬁgful experience of this phasé of the village'!s history.

6. The Oldest Buildirz (c. 1875) -

— Since this building is one of the oldest of the village, re= ‘
flecting construction technicaves of the island for resisting the storms ' 1

of the area further investigation should be made, if possible,to pin- l

. point its original avpearance, This historic resocurce should be made

Kt

one of the highpoints of the visitor's experience, possibly with full
restoration or at least partial stabilization to prevent further deter-
ioration.

7. The 014 Portsrouth Cemetery)

Here lie buried many of the early Portsmouthers, Further inves-
' them
tigation should be made of the headstones to identifyhso that interpre-

ters nay point out some of the histeiic pcrsonalities,
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\’&8. The Elma Dixon Cottage

Uptrl the death of the present inhabitant when the site becores
the property of the State of Morth Carolina (cr of the National Park

Serv1ce), every effort should be made to preserve this historical re-
et ARV ia o l\'i

source, as evidence of the manner in which her last days and her life

was spent.

9. The Henry Pigott Coitere }/za a VY jﬁvé) /mv*cfre-i«“y%

Lo T Lens ¢ H K g,
For the same reason as enumerated undev‘ 8. abvove, the site <& g,

k,_ .

&
should be preserved as a historic resource and interpreted for the A(}Ma,%
benefit of the visitor. If po'ssmle, all furnishings presently with- fzfﬂ‘l?u
in both cottages should be retained,

7[ v
Wi

¥

ADDITICIHAL RESEARCH

Based on the above recormendations and in view of the rapid
deterioration which maght possibly occur under the adverse weather con- ‘
ditions of the area, it is suggested that Historic Struchures Reports

for the fcllowing structures
be immediately programmedfto preserve this vital and prime historical

fesource of Cape Lookout National Seashore:
1, The Methodist Episcopal Church,
2 The Portsmouth Coast Guard Station ‘

3, The Post Office and General Store

S Y

lis The Portsmouth Elementary School
5. The Oldest Building (c.1875)
6. The Elma Dixon Cottage

7. The Henry Pigott Cottage.






Historical Base Map, Portsmouth Village, N.C,
Proposed Boundary Portsmouth Village Historic Site
Nomination Form: Portsmouth Village Historic Site
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Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE .
{July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE North Careclina

COUNTY

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Carteret

PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

. - . R 3
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) ENTRY NUMBE OATE

[1. NAME

commoN:  Portermouth Village H

AND/OR HISTORIC: pcrtsp:outh Vfll s

{2. LOCATION

o ded bl L

STREET AND NUMBER: That, portion of Fortsmouth Island surrounding the site of
the original Portsmouth Village

CITY OR TOWN:

TATE North Carolina cooe [SOVNTY'  Carteret c2et

(3. MAP REFERENCE

SOURCE:
UeSGeSe ~ Portsmouth, N. C, Quadrangle

INSTRUCTIONS

scave: JL:2ail, 000

DATE: 1950

SEE

REQUIREMENTS

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference. . g

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE .
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

COUNTY

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES,

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM ) FOR NPS USE ONLY

. . E
Type all entries - attach to or enclase with photograph) ENTRY NUMEER el

AND/OR HISTORIC:

OCATION . -

ISTREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

Aol

STATE: CODE |COUNTY: CODE

B. PHOTG REFERENCE

INSTRUCTIONS

PHOYO CREDIT:

IDATE OF PHOTO:

NEGATIVE FILED AT:

l4. IDENTIFICATION

SEE:

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.
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Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ATEY :
{July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Yorth Carclina
COUNTY: .
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Carteret
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM FORNPS UEoniy
ENTRY NUMBER DATE
(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)
F1. NAME o T ' T
C OMMON: . . . .
Portsmouth Village Historic Site
AND/OR HISTORIC: . . .
Portsmouth Village Historic Site
f2. LocATION T e T
STREET AND NUMBER:
CITY OR TOWN:
Portsmouth
STATE copE |COUNTY: cooe
North Carolina Carteret
I3, CLASSIFICATION SRS T e : R s R
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
(Check One) OWNERSHIP STATUS TO THE PUBLIC
gDisfric' (7] Building | Public Public Acquisition: X1 Occupied Yes:
Fperint tungy 1 Structure | Private Q. An Process (O Unoccupied - & 55‘_"2.321’.
[7 Object X1 Both {0 Being Considered [ Preservation work [ Unrestricted
: . in progress 8 Ne

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[ Agricultura! X1 Goverament 3 Park [0 Transpertation [ Comments
[ Commercial 3 Tndustrial @ Private Residence - {] Other (Specity)
[ Educoetional 3 Military O ﬁeligious

F4. OWNER OF PROPERTY

{7 Entertainment 1 Museum [ Scientific

OWNER'S NAME: | Z :
’ - . . L3 . o »
Varions private; National Park Service, State of North Carolina e N
STREET AND NUMBER: oyl
o
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: R CODE rcg’
Portdmouth ' North Carolina g-,
LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 5
COU'RTHQUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: Ll o)
Office, Register of Deeds o
r4
STREET AND NUMBER: %3
Carteret gounty Courthouse o3
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE :3
Beaufort : : North Carolina <+
REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TlTll-E OF SURVEY: g
Basic Data Study, "History of Portsmouth Village, N.,C.% =1
DATE OF SURVEY: 1959 [ Federal X State ] County {1 Local ; 2
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: (;: %
Office of Archeology and Historic, Preservation , National Park Servide [al|&
STREET AND NUMBER: 2 &
801 19th Street, N4 g
CITY OR TOWN: _ JsTATE: cooE e
Washincton ' D.C, S
-t
m
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{7. DESCRIPTION

TUDESCRIBE THE PRISENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
. M )

{Check Ot"m)
[ Excellent {J Good @ Fair ] Deteriorated [ Ruins ] Unexposed
(Check One) (Check One)
‘1@ Altered ) ] Uncltered [ Moved [_z Original Site

CONDITON -

Portsiwich Village today consists of abeut 12 houses in fair condi-
tion including the former Coast Guard Station, the old Postoffice, and
the liethodist Episcopal Church. The original site consisted of 50 acres
and hes since expanded to take in almost the entire islarmd. Although
there are only two surviving permenent residents of Porismouth, the
najority of private otmers are non-resident. Unless these areas are in-
cluded within the site as recormended, it will be impossible to present

- a true picture of Portsmouth at the height of its greatest population.

Lore i Peptsmouth was originally founded in 1753 as a seaport and consist

. ed ‘of 100 helf-acre lots., Bxd 1861 its population had increased to more

- hian 560 residents and the-ponuletion had spread over a considerable
area of Portsrmouth Island invplvﬁing hundreds of acres.
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Form 10-3000 " UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
{July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

{ ' NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
4 INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Continuation Sheet)

STATE
North Carolina

COUNTY
Carteret

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

{(Number all entries)

area as a prire example of American heritage.

Portsmouthers to the last,

The two remaining residents, one a white woman, ¥iss Elma Dixon,
.’ now Fu, and’'a’ ¥egro, Henry Pigott, now8@ (both descended from two of the
¢ { early families to reside tnere), continue to live at Portsmouth refuse
ing to quit the area. They have donated their lands and its improvements
to the State of Horth Carolina and will live there until they expire=~-
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INSTRJUCTIONS

SEE

't

B SIGRIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

¢ [J Pre-Columbieni {T] 16th Century ¥] 18th Century K] 20th Century
<7 18R emtury [ 171th Century X] 191h Century
. SPEC!F!{‘ir.!)AT.'_"._s‘,»(,"Apphcable and Known)
AREAS OF SIGNI’:"--‘"‘,ANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Aborigin-i- [ Education (O Political {1 Urban Planning
[ Prehistoric (7] Engineering [ Religion/Phi. T} Other (Specity)
3 Historic 3 industry losophy
[ Agriculture [J Invention 1 Science
[} Architecture [ Londscape 3 Sculpture
O An Architecture X1 social/Humon-
g Commerce 1 Literature : Titerion
[0 Tommunications © [ Military O Theater
[J Conservotion " O Music X Transportation
Y 1ENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The story of the people of Portsmouth is of a pOpulatlon deterrnined
to establish their homes and families in an area buffeied by all the prim-
itive forces of nature. Established as a seaport in 1753 with the admon-
ition to build either a wooden frame house or a warehouse suitable for
the storage of goods in transit to aid in the economic growth of North
Caollna, the people of Portsmouth gradually gained a dominant position
at Ocracoke Inlet in the lichtering trade., Hundreds of ships, coastwise
and foreign, anchored in the vicinity, had their cargoes lightered, and
goods stored in the warehouses of Portsmouth so they could continue to %
the main vorts across Parmlico Scund on the mainland. The Wallace-Blount
Shell Castle enterprise (1798-1818) was an important constituent of this
activity and %= Portsmouthers aided in its success.

The cclenial government recornized the inmportance of Portsmouth and

in 1764 eszizblished an official comodity insmection station at the no"tg
From 1799-1806 Portsuouth was the official customsccllection district Ior
the port of New Bern. Retween 1836-37 over 1,400 vessels passed through
Ocracoke Inlet. In 18L0 a U, S. Postoffice was established at Portsmouth,
In . 18L1 Hatteras and Oregon Inlets opened depriving Portsmouth thereafter
of much of its maritime trade. In 18L7 a Marine Hospital was established
on the island, From 1876-8% a U, S, Weather Bruean station operated there,
In 1894 a U.S. Livesaving Station was established to becore a2 Coast Guard
Station in 1915, Earlier in 1880 z telegraph station had been cpened,

Durirg this entire pericd the Poritsmouthers gave assistance and succor
‘to those in need or shivwrecked in the vicinity. In 1903 for instance,
when the Vera Cruz fcundered on the shaals at the entrance to Ocracocke
Inlet, Portsrmouthers rescued and fed its 371 Passengers. ‘

Time after time and despite all the adversity which the Portsmouthers
had to face by the frequent storms and hurricanes which swent their island,
they returned to rebuild their homes. Some of these were the severe gale
of 1795, the frequent hurricanes of the 1830s, especially the one of August
29, 1839, when the sea swept over the entire island inundating the houses

watesy and the hurricane of San Cirizco of 1895 which de=-
stroyed almost everything on the island. But the climax aprears to have
occurred in 1933 when the greatest hurricane of all swept the island to
disaster, After this most Portsmouthers left their homes to settle on
islands and other areas of the mainland.

Even with the loss of their piloting business after the opening of
Oregon and Hatteras Inlets, Portsmouthers turred to the sea and continued
to live as fishermen and mariners while their wives continued to bear childr

The history of these sturdy reople should not be lost and ever"th%

Elle

possible should be done to recanture and retain the primitiveness of

v -
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“GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 0

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

CORNER

LATITUDE LONGITUDE

LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
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SE 38° L & | 76 3+ 30-
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APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:
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. Washington D. C. :

TATE LIAISON OF FICER CERTIFICAVTION vt

c-NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures se€
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:
’ National {7} State [ Local [

Name

Title

Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chieft, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Register

Date
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Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STHATE: .
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE florth Carolina
co NT{:
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES arteret
INVENTORY -~ NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
EHNTR_Y NUMBER OATE -
(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)
1. NAME R '
COMMQON:
Portsmouth Coast Guard Station
AND/OR HISTOR!IC:
Portsmouth Cecast Cuard Station
{2. LOCATION T iy Rk
STREET AND NUMBER:
01d Coast Guard Station
CITY OR TOWN: -
* Portsmouth
STATE cobE JCOUNTY: CODE
North Carclina Carteret
LCLASSIFICATION ' T 7 ™ - T
CATEGORY ' ACCESSIBLE
T
(Check One) OWNERSHIP STATUS TO THE PUBLIC
] District X1 Building X0 Public Public Acquisition: ‘ [3 Occupied Yes:
O Site [ Structure |1 Private {3 in Process X1 Unoceupied ] Restricted
[ Object ] Both ) {7] Being Considered ] Preservation work [0 Unrestricted
in progress 3 No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

{7 Agricultural ] Government [ Pork ] Transportation DCor:nmenfs
[ Commercial 3 Industrial {1 Private Residence X Other (specity)

[0 Educeational [ Military {1 Religious . H ted

) Entertainment O Museum {1 Sscientific -

}4. OWHER OF PROPERTY RN B R hes

OWNER’'S NAME: z ‘-’;
. [o]
- State of North Carolina 5 2
STREET AND NUMBER: 5 0
&
CITY OR TOWN: ISTATE: CODE *1
o
e
{5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 5
COURTHOUSE, R.EGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: Al n
[o]
Office, Register of Deeds &g
STREET AND NUMBER: , 3 2
ok W
Carteret County Courthouse . ' e
CITY OR TOWN: STATE coDE | @
. o
Beaufort North Carolina

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE OF SURVEY:

Basic Data Study, "History of Portsmouth Village, N.C."

DATE OF SURVEY: 1040 {7] Federal (3 State {7} County ] tocal
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

X¥k8 . Office of Archeology & Historic Preservation, Mationdl Park Sv

STREET AND NUMBER:

801 19th Street, MW

HIAAWNN A¥LNT

ATINO 35N SdN 404

CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE

Washington ' - D, C.

Adva







7. DESCRIPTION

(Check One)
. [} Excellent [J Good K] Fair ] Deteriorated ] Ruins ] Unexposed
CONDITION (Check Ore) (Chock One)
] Altered " (X Unaltered ] Moved [ Original Site

DESCRIBIE ™ ESENT AND ORIGINAL (lf known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
n %93

- servedo

the U, 5, Life-Saving Service established a life-saving station
at Portsmouth., This building dates back to 1505 as indicated by its archi-
tecture. It is a two-story wood frame structure with a cupola watchtower,
The first flocor is divided into two gectloqs, one 32 feet by L2 feet for
living quarters, the other section 28 feet by L2 feet has a concrete floor
and was used as the-boathouse fronting on Station Creek, The second floor
was used for slecping cuarters and has two baths., There is an L-shaped
porch 8 feet by 52 feet on the south extending part way on the east side
to 10 feet by 28 feet., The foundatidn is solid masonry. The gabled roof
is shingled. The floors are of softwocd; the interior is of dry wall con=-
struction, It has no heating apparatus and the building is in fair conditioko
Located on Station Creek, the Portsmouth Cozst Guard Station is
a good example of a facility of this period located on a cove, bay or sound,
This was opposed to a station, such as the one located on the beach at Cape
Lookout. In answering calls for assistance during storms, it was freguently
1pps51ble for crews of beach stations to launch their surfboats through
the breakers, while Coast Cuardsmen posted at a station such as at Povtsmoutﬁ
could take their craft through the comparatively calm waters of Station
Creek to Ocracoke Inlet.
-~The station was deactivated in 1938, when its duties were taken over by
the Coast Guard Station at Ocracoke. As the other structures such as the
wharf, walks, garage and cistern complement the station, they must be pre-
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SEE

[T SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More asa Approptiate) ‘ ‘
[} Pre-Columbian| " [3 16th Ceatury ] 18th Century 3 20th Century
{3 15th Century 3 17th Century ] 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal ] Education {0 Political : [ Urban Planning
{0 Prehistoric ] Engineering ' [ Religion/Phi. [ Other (specity)
[ Historic O industry losophy

O Agriculture ] tavention [[] Science

1 Architecture [3 Londscope {1 Sculpture

0O Art Architecture " [ Seciol/Human-

{O Commerce {3 Literoture itarian

) Communications [ Mititary [ Theater

{3 Conservation 1 Music ) Transportation

INSTRUCTIONS

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The Poritsmouth Coast Cuard Station is a historical resource that is closely
identified with the life of the sturdy people of Porismouth living their
lives under the most adverse conditions as they were buffeted by all the
primitive forces of nature. At the same time they extended their hos-
pitality to the unfortunates who were ship-wrecked in the vicinity at
Ocracoke Inlet or suffered through the numerous storms, gales and hurri-
canes that swept over the island. And it was the men stationed at the
Portsmouth Coast Guard Station vwho were instrumental in rescuing and pro=-
viding assistance and succor to the victims of the seals fury, Of more
than a dozen schooners and other types of vessels which came to grief on
the shoals at Ccracoke, there was a minimum loss of life, only three aeaths
being recorded in almost a quarter century of service,
Among the vessels whose cre§ were brouzht to safety were Etta M, Bartern

(1895), Sallie Bissel (1895), S S, Warren Hall (1898), Charmer, the hulk of

ro—

Fred Walton, Lydia &, Willis, and Henrietta Fill (all in 18§y), Three ~riends

(1900), le-dins Ereeze (J OOI), Vera Cruz vil (1503), John I. Snow (19077,
Arroyo (I510) and Luna (1918), ~The most stirring of all these events was
that of shkz Vera Cruz VII when the station crew rescued its L2l passengers
and crew without loss or life, the Portsmouthers providing fooc and cloth=-
ing for them to the best of their ability,

Noteworthy assistance was provided to the peonle of Portsmouth when
the town was struck by the San Ciriaco hurricane in 1899 anu the hurricane
of 1933 when the entire island was inundated, These events should ¥z not
be lost sight of for they will provide the visitor with a prime example
of man's courage in the face of the furies of nature as he conquers his
enviromment, :

Yook,
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