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City of Rocks
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INTRODUCTION

Aridity and aridity alone, makes the various Wests one. The distinctive western
plants and animals, the hard clarity . . . of the western air, the look and location
of western towns, the empty spaces that separate them, the way farms and
ranches are either densely concentrated where water is plentiful or widely
scattered where it is scarce, the pervasive presence of the federal government as
landowner and land manager, . . . those are all consequences, and by no means
all the consequences, of aridity. [1]

In September of 1994, Historical Research Associates, Inc. (HRA) contracted with the
National Park Service, Pacific Northwest Region, to prepare an Historic Resources Study
(HRS) of the City of Rocks National Reserve in southcentral Idaho (Contract No. 1443-
CX9000-93-03 1). [2] The following HRS is derived from research in primary and secondary
records related to travel routes, land use, settlement patterns, and infrastructure development.
It is designed to provide a foundation for the formal evaluation and nomination of City of
Rocks historic resources to the National Register of Historic Places. To this end, the project
included a field review and the HRS concludes with the identification of extant resources
within the boundaries of the reserve, arranged on the basis of shared historic association or
"property type."

The HRS is also designed to address deficiencies in previously completed City of Rocks
cultural resource studies. These deficiencies are the result of changing cultural resource
management theories and practices and of changing management needs arising from
increased use and an expanded land base.

In 1964, the National Park Service designated the City of Rocks a National Historic
Landmark for its association with Overland Migration, roughly spanning the years 1843
through 1869. Emigrant inscriptions and vestiges of the California/Oregon Trail represented
this historic use. Landmark status was expanded in 1974, with designation of the city as a
National Natural Landmark. And, in 1988, Congress established the City of Rocks National
Reserve, an area encompassing the city and California Trail ruts as well as land witness to the
Kelton-Boise stage route, the free-range cattle industry, range wars, the birth of forest
reserves, dryland and irrigated farming, and the growth of stable communities. This expanded
land base demanded additional research in postmigration land use. Increased tourism,
encouraged by establishment of the National Reserve and by the area's growing reputation as
a climbing mecca, also necessitated a more carefully considered identification of those
resources critical to our understanding of the historical use and significance of the region.

Finally, cultural resource managers are placing increased emphasis upon cultural landscapes
— on the totality of resources that formed a system of land use or that now form a multiple-
layer depiction of use over time. Natural features (as they influence cultural development),
vegetation, land use patterns, and circulation systems are a few of the important elements of
cultural landscapes. Addressing these elements resulted in a modified assessment of the



City of Rocks NR: Historic Resources Study (Introduction)

http://www.nps.gov/history/history/online_books/ciro/hrs0b.htm[1/2/2013 11:38:31 AM]

character of National Register eligible cultural resources within the reserve.

HRA's research and survey methodology is presented in Section 2.0 of the following report.
Section 3.0 contains a brief description of the physical characteristics of the reserve. The
historical context forms Section 4.0, and HRA's management summary and identification of
known extant resources is presented in Section 5.0. The report concludes with an annotated
bibliography (Section 6.0).
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City of Rocks
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METHODOLOGY

Historical Research

HRA relied exclusively upon secondary sources for information on American Indian use and
habitation and on the fur-trade era. Compilations of emigrant diaries, assembled during
previous City of Rocks cultural resource investigations (Haines 1972; Wells 1992), provided
the bulk of information on the emigrant experience and on the character and location of
alternate routes. The remaining information was derived from a variety of sources, including
published and unpublished manuscripts, aerial photographs, cultural resource reports, census
documents, historic maps, patent files, United States Geological Service and General Land
Office publications and archival records, oral histories, autobiographies, local histories,
historic photographs, and newspaper clipping files. These documents are described in the
Annotated Bibliography (Section 6.0).

HRA also relied upon a collection of oral history interviews conducted with residents of the
Grouse Creek Valley of northern Utah, 20 miles south of the project area. We deemed this
use appropriate for a variety of reasons. The topography, elevation, climate, soil types, and
agricultural orientation are remarkably similar. As importantly, Grouse Creek was the
southern component of the Raft River and Cassia stakes of the Mormon Church. Grouse
Creek residents remembered that "headquarters for all our religious layout come in from that
way . . . [We] had a lot of communication with Raft River but not so much from the South."
[3] Thus cultural and geographic boundaries of the City of Rocks region embrace Grouse
Creek; only political boundaries exclude it.

Although the boundaries of the national reserve define the limits to the field survey and to
the federal government's cultural resource management responsibilities, it was impractical to
confine the historic context study to this land unit. The City of Rock's most long-standing
usage has been as livestock summer range, the high-elevation component of a larger land-use
system that included the irrigable lower elevation valleys east and west of the reserve, as well
as the commercial and social hubs of Albion, Almo, Elba, Junction Valley, and Oakley. This
larger community forms the geographical parameters of the following historic context.

Field Survey

Information derived from a review of aerial photographs, patent records, and site forms
prepared by David & Jennifer Chance and Associates (1989) guided the HRA field survey,
completed in April and May of 1995. Field personnel attempted to locate and document
"potential" resources identified during this document review. Field personnel also assessed
the larger cultural patterns manifest in the landscape. HRA's investigation of setting and
landscape included documentation of natural features, vegetation, circulation systems, views
and vistas, landscape dividers, and site furnishings.
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Gaps in Current Research

Some details of the historical development of the City of Rocks National Reserve and the
surrounding area have yet to be clarified. Some questions will be difficult to answer, thus
care should be taken to present an unbiased accounting during interpretive efforts. Others
simply represent gaps in current research, which can be addressed through either additional
documentary or field efforts.

Long-time residents are as firmly committed to the veracity of Almo Massacre
accounts as historians are to its unlikelihood. Dialogue with the Shoshone/Bannock
regarding the incident should be continued and all interpretive use and discussion of
the incident should carefully acknowledge the conflicting accounts. The incident also
provides an opportunity to discuss the extent to which the "Indian Menace" came to
symbolize emigrants' fear of the West. Accounts of Indian depredations greatly exceed
those of death by disease or drowning, despite the fact that these latter fates were much
more common.

There is conflicting information regarding the actual route of the California Trail from
the Raft River Valley into the Circle Creek basin. It may be sufficient to say that
travelers on the various overland trails did not proceed single file along one alignment.
Like water flowing in a braided stream channel, emigrants followed a variety of
roughly parallel paths.

Patent files and oral histories clearly establish that City of Rocks residents left their
claims during the winter months (homestead legislation allowed a five-month absence
per year). However, it is unclear to what degree this absence was compelled by snow
and the need to secure schooling and wage labor, to what extent absence from the
homestead continued during the summer months, and to what extent this absence was
due to Mormon settlement patterns.

When writing their memoirs, the first Mormon settlers suggest that they settled in
southern Idaho at the behest of the Mormon church: "many of the families here have
been requested [by the church] to move to Oakley, Idaho and build up the Goose Creek
Country"; [4] "the Mormon church sent colonies of people into Idaho to establish
church communities"; [5] "my duties seemed to call me to assist in opening up some
new localities." [6] This pattern of carefully controlled expansion of the Mormon
domain is well documented in northern Arizona, in Utah, and in extreme southeastern
Idaho. However, there is little evidence in the secondary sources that Brigham Young
encouraged settlement of the Snake River region, and much evidence that these settlers
came of their own volition, at the behest of friends and family. This inconsistency in
the primary sources has not been resolved. However, there is no question but that, once
established, the church actively supported these communities.

The reserve once contained at least 15 residential improvements associated with
farming and ranching endeavors. Today, only two of these complexes (the James Moon
and William Tracy homesteads) contain above-ground building remains — and these
remains are in ruin. In all other instances, evidence of improvements and habitation are
limited to artifact scatters — sometimes in association with foundation remains.
Artifacts observed during the 1995 field survey include domestic and architectural
items that appear to be typical of the first two decades of the 1900s. These historic sites
possess some interpretive value as place-markers of human habitation. However, their
information potential, and thus their eligibility under National Register criterion D, has
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not been assessed. Data retrieval (controlled surface collection and/or sub-surface
testing) could determine the potential of these sites to yield information that is not
available from documentary sources.

Project Personnel

HRA Associate Archaeologist Janene M. Caywood served as the primary point of contact
with the National Park Service, directed the field survey, prepared the management summary,
and edited the final report. Caywood was joined in the field by landscape architect Cheryl
Miller of Amphion. Project Historian Ann Hubber of HRA conducted the historical research
and prepared the historic context. Carol Conrad of HRA produced the final report.
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City of Rocks
Historic Resources Study

NATURAL HISTORY OF THE CITY OF ROCKS

Erosional forms . . . carved in granite . . . [are] enclosed in a large basin . .
entirely hidden from view on the west and partly hidden from the east... [The
basin] is the site of a maze of weirdly carved forms scattered aimlessly about the
basin . . . Their distribution is not uniform, but resembles scattered villages or
hamlets with more widely scattered forms between. [7]

The City of Rocks National Reserve is located in southcentral Idaho, 30 miles south of the
Snake River Canyon and 2 miles north of the Utah border (Figures 1 and 2). It lies within the
southern end of the Albion Mountains, and is characterized by extreme topographic relief.
Steep, heavily dissected, north/south-oriented ridges and free-standing knobs typify the area.
Drainages are steep, rocky, and, for the most part, ephemeral. The summit of Graham Peak
(elev. 8857'), located at the north end of the reserve, is the highest point within the reserve.
Intermittent Graham Creek flows across the northeast corner of the reserve, to the Almo
Valley. The west slope of Smoky Mountain (elev. 7520'), a large, free-standing erosional
form, dominates the east boundary, and the Cedar Hills are located adjacent to the southern
boundary.

From north to south, the reserve contains two, relatively large, gently sloping, basins — each
drained by an eastward flowing tributary of the Raft River. Beginning at the north end of the
reserve, the Circle Creek basin draws water from three tributaries, North, Center, and South
creeks. This basin contains a large concentration of granitic outcrops and monoliths that
inspired the name of City of Rocks. It also contains one of the most reliable water sources
within the reserve, was a favored campsite location for emigrants on the California Trail, and
was the location of the earliest homestead withdrawal in the area.

The second, unnamed basin is located slightly southwest of Circle Creek — separated from
the latter by a wide, low, ridge. This wide basin (incorporating about 600 acres of gently
sloping land) is drained by several intermittent water courses, which join to form a single
channel that flows through Heath Canyon at the base of the south side of Smoky Mountain.
The moderate slope of the land, coupled with comparatively deep loamy soil, proved
attractive to the dryland farmers — the settlers during the historical period. At one time this
basin contained four homesites (on Enlarged Homestead claims), and various irrigation
improvements (associated with a Desert Land entry).



City of Rocks NR: Historic Resources Study (Natural History)

http://www.nps.gov/history/history/online_books/ciro/hrs1.htm[1/2/2013 11:38:52 AM]

Figure 1. Region map, City of Rocks National Reserve (map prepared by USDI
National Park Service, 1994). (click on image for an enlargement in a new window)
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Figure 2. Vicinity map, City of Rocks National Reserve (map prepared by USDI,
NPS, 1994). (click on image for an enlargement in a new window)

The Twin Sisters, a free-standing granite formation (known as a bornhardt) that figures
prominently in emigrant diaries, stands at the southern edge of this second basin (Figure 3).
The tallest twin (6838') rises 750 feet above the basin floor. This formation is located
midway along a narrow eroded ridge that extends southeast from the mountain that forms the
west boundary of the basin. A series of smaller monoliths outcrop along the eastern toeslope
of this mountain, forming an arc that rims the west edge of the basin floor. Pinnacle Pass,
lying one-half mile southeast of the Twin Sisters in the same ridge system, funneled
California Trail travelers into the next drainage south — out of the City of Rocks and
towards the junction of the California Trail and the Salt Lake Alternate. Emery Canyon,
flowing west from the crest of the Albion Mountains, provides a northwest entrance to the
City.

Utah juniper, mountain mahogany, Limber pine, piñon pine, and aspen grow
"promiscuously" on the low grass- and sage-covered foothills surrounding and encompassing
the City of Rocks. The aspen, found along streams and hidden springs, serve as neon signs to
water. Piñon pine provided American Indians with a critical food source; Limber pine,
juniper, and mahogany provided Euroamerican settlers with sources of fuel and fence posts.
At approximately 6,200 feet, Douglas fir, lodgepole pine, and alpine fir grow along the north
and east slopes of the mountains. The farmers and ranchers of Cassia County depended upon
this forest for building and fence construction and maintenance material and for employment
during the fallow fall and winter months. [8]

Once interspersed with abundant bunch grass, black or big sage (Artemesia tridenta) is now
the dominant vegetation in lower elevations of the reserve and on adjacent United States
Forest Service (USFS) and Bureau of Land Management (BLM) range land. Crested
wheatgrass, seeded during range improvement projects initiated in the 1950s, provides much
of the stock feed. With the exception of natural meadows along the creek bottoms, the range
is "fairly steep ..., [with] lots of surface rock." Historically, it supported livestock from late
April until November, with the high elevation extremes greening by mid-May. [9]
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Figure 3. View of Twin Sisters from Kelton Road, 1943 (Idaho State Historical
Society photograph).

The City of Rocks, at the center of the semi-arid West, has an average precipitation of under
eleven inches, three less than the minimum needed for profitable dryland farming. Much of
this precipitation falls as snow during the winter season that extends from October until April.
The growing season in the lowland valleys averages a scant 140 days; in the uplands the
season is even shorter, initiated by late June and terminated by the frequent hard freezes of
late September. [10]

The Mormon farming and ranching communities of Oakley, Elba, Almo, and Junction Valley
surround the city. Oakley is 17 miles distant and is accessed along a dirt road through the
City of Rocks and Emery Canyon, or by leaving the city by the south gate at the Twin Sisters,
and circling the west flank of the Albion Mountains along Birch Creek. Elba and Almo are
located eight miles north and three miles east, respectively, of the City of Rocks, in the
substantial Raft River Valley. A rough road running along the north slope of Mount
Independence connects Oakley and Elba. "Junction Valley" describes the scattered ranches
(once punctuated by the towns of Moulton and of Lynn) southwest of the City of Rocks and
across the Idaho border to northern Utah. The general alignment of the California Trail, now
a county road, connects Junction Valley with the City of Rocks.

<<< Previous <<< Contents >>> Next >>>

ciro/hrs/hrs1.htm
Last Updated: 12-Jul-2004



City of Rocks NR: Historic Resources Study (Historical Development)

http://www.nps.gov/history/history/online_books/ciro/hrs2.htm[1/2/2013 11:39:02 AM]

City of Rocks
Historic Resources Study

HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE CITY OF
ROCKS REGION

Introduction

History tells of 'Granite City' where the immigrant wagons rolled, indian
massacres, rattling of stage coaches and of hidden gold. I wish to tell of the
simple life and dreams of these settlers who came in around the year of 1910.
Water was usually dug for by a shovel and it wasn't far from the surface; and the
sage brush grew high and a horseman could ride through without being seen.
[11]

Distinct historic themes pertinent to the City of Rocks National Reserve include American
Indian habitation, the fur trade, westward migration, the development of national and regional
transportation networks, agricultural development, and recreation and tourism. Stories of
conflict between Indians and newcomers, stagecoach bandits, and range wars represented
fleeting moments in the history of the region. However, because they personify the Wild
West, these events captured the imagination of local residents and of visitors, and stories
thereof have been repeated and embellished accordingly. Overland migration was similarly
fleeting, yet ultimately led to the settlement of the West, to homestead legislation, and to the
growth of agricultural communities — the region's most consistent and long term land use in
the post-settlement era.

The local agricultural industry followed a progression witnessed throughout the semi-arid
West. The early open-range cattle industry was devastated by the winter of 1889 and
disrupted by the arrival of "wool growers" and farmers. Early (ca. 1880-1900) homesteaders
laid claim to irrigable land in the valley bottoms; small-scale irrigated farming was
supplemented with cattle or sheep ranching. Stock grazed during the summer months on
public land and were pastured (and fed) throughout the winter on the home ranch. Later
settlers were relegated to dryland and grazing tracts, patented under the terms of the Enlarged
Homestead, Forest Homestead, or Stockraising Homestead acts. The regional drought
beginning ca. 1917 and the depression of the 1920s and 1930s resulted in the whole-scale
exodus of this later community. By the 1930s, recreational use of the "beautiful" but
unwatered and unproductive land was seen as the logical economic alternative to farming.

Three threads link all phases of area development: Water (or the lack thereof) brought the fur
traders and the emigrants, and determined the physical characteristics and the success or
failure of area farms. Transportation routes (or the lack thereof) have had a causative and
resultant impact on the history of the region: the City of Rocks was at center stage of a
phenomenal national emigration. Yet the transcontinental railroad and the interstate highway
system — neither of which is dependent upon the presence of water, grass, or gentle grades
— have passed the region by. The unique natural features of the region elicited extensive
comment from westward emigrants. For those who settled and stayed, the City of Rocks has
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served as a community picnic ground, a point of geographic reference, and a cultural
compass bearing on the importance of their community in the history of the nation and of the
West (Figure 4).

Figure 4. Key Features, City of Rocks National Reserve (map prepared by USDI,
NPS, 1994). (click on image for an enlargement in a new window)
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City of Rocks
Historic Resources Study

HISTORICAL CULTURAL RESOURCES IN THE CITY
OF ROCKS NATIONAL RESERVE

The historical cultural resources within City of Rocks National Reserve most clearly reflect
two phases of Euroamerican expansion into the west: the westward migration of the mid-
1800s, and the settlement (homestead) era (1888-1929). Other themes important to the
exploration and subsequent development of the region (e.g., the fur trade and development of
the mining frontier) did not directly impact this small area at the southern end of the Albion
Mountains. Tourism and recreation represent the most recent trends that have contributed to
development within the area.

Although many different manmade resources are found within the reserve, their number is
small relative to the number of improvements that once existed there. The area that they
occupy is minor, compared with the expanse of open land that has never had, or does not
obviously appear to have had, any improvement. The upper reaches of the reserve, those
areas that consist mostly of rock, and slope, and timber, retain a wild appearance. The lower
elevation basins have been more substantially altered. Currently, these areas are relatively
free of structural components excepting various small scale elements such as fences and
corrals. The once-numerous residential/outbuilding clusters of the dry-land farms no longer
break the visual continuity of the two basin floors; remains of their presence consist only of
artifact scatters, sometimes in association with stone foundations. Perhaps the most dramatic
change within the lower basins is in the character of the vegetation. These basins no longer
contain the mosaic of sage and native grasses that the westward emigrants would have
encountered. The grubbed, plowed, and seeded fields of the dry-land farmers of the 1910s
and 1920s have, in most cases, reverted to sagebrush mixed with non-native weedy grasses
and forbs. In some areas, former cropland contains the ubiquitous sage interspersed with
crested wheatgrass — the latter introduced to increase the quality of the range for cattle.
[298] Questions of vegetative species composition aside, the current landscape character of
the reserve is much the same as it would have appeared to emigrants passing through during
the late summer months, after livestock from previous emigrant trains had grazed the lower
elevations of the basins.

The following discussion is broken into three parts. The first presents information regarding
cultural resources associated with westward migration. The second contains a description of
the cultural resources associated with the settlement period. The final section includes a
discussion of the configuration of historically significant resources within the reserve, and
suggestions regarding the manner in which they may be nominated to the National Register
of Historic Places. Figures for Section 5 are presented at the end of the discussions.

<<< Previous <<< Contents >>> Next >>>
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Ward, Cassia Stake, Historical Records and Minutes, Manuscript #LR5 123 2, Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints Historical Department, Salt Lake City, Utah.

260 Rhea Paskett Toyn, interviewed by Verna Richardson, October 21, 1973, Grouse Creek
Cultural Survey, pp. 8-9, 15.
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261 Anonymous, "Annie Durfee Cahoon 1860-1939," 1968, on file at the City of Rocks
National Reserve, Almo, Idaho.

262 Toyn, interviewed by Verna Richardson, October 21, 1973, Grouse Creek Cultural
Survey, pp. 8-9, 15; Weldon, "Homesteaders at the City of Rocks," p. 3. The Grouse Creek
Oral History Collection, Fife Folklore Collection, Utah State University, Logan, Utah
contains a remarkable volume of information regarding traditional medicines, death rituals,
and the impact of disease on Great Basin communities, ca. 1880-ca. 1940.

263 U.S. Bureau of the Census, Almo and Elba enumeration district, Cassia County, 10th
Census of Population, 1900; 11th Census of Population, 1910, National Archives Micro-film
Laboratory; Martha Opedahl Soniville, "Farm Life During the Depression," in Hard Times in
Idaho Between the Great Wars, p. 41.

264 Patent Files, Eames, T. Fairchild, Flower, National Archives, Suitland, Maryland; Lind,
"History of John, Emma, and Alex Lind's Settlement south of Almo," p. 98; Clifton Aird
Rooker, "Autobiography," [title assigned by HRA], manuscript #6887, Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-Day Saints Historical Department, Salt Lake City, Utah, pp. 7-11.

265 Mary Hadfield Betteridge, interviewed by Verna Richardson, October 10, 1974, Grouse
Creek Cultural Survey, p. 23.

266 Jensen, compiler, Elba Ward, Cassia Stake, Historical Records and Minutes, 1881-1904.

267 Toyn, interviewed by Verna Richardson, October 21, 1973, Grouse Creek Cultural
Survey, p. 2.

268 Ellen Sarah Ballingham Betteridge, interviewed by Verna Richardson, October 10, 1974,
Grouse Creek Cultural Survey, p. 6.

269 Taylor, "Some Historical Highlights of Almo and Raft River Valley," p. 17; Fairchild,
"History of the Basin," p. 5.

270 Henry R. Cahoon quoted in Andrew Jensen, compiler, "Almo Ward History," in Almo
Ward, Cassia East Stake, Historical Records and Minutes, 1882-1971.

271 Toyn, interviewed by Verna Richardson, October 21, 1973, Grouse Creek Cultural
Survey, p. 19.

272 Lind, "History of John, Emma, and Alex Lind's Settlement south of Almo," p. 76; Dale
R. Morgan, ed., The Diary of James A. Pritchard, 1899, p. 162, excerpt provided by City of
Rocks National Reserve. Lind sold flour, beef, hog, potatoes, cabbage, onions, carrots, [and]
butter to mine workers during the years of early exploration. His son Nathan later worked at
the mine, City of Rocks resident Nathanial Rice cut timbers for the mine, under contract, and
Basin resident Newell Dayley freighted supplies to and ore from the mine, ca. 1918-1923.

273 Ilene Fuqua, "Mine Car Still Waiting to be Dumped," South Idaho Press, Burley Idaho,
12/23/1969, File: Contacts and other Historical Data, Records of Minidoka National Forest
(1938-), Supervisor's Office, Sawtooth National Forest, Twin Falls, Idaho, p. 10.

274 Lind, "History of John, Emma, and Alex Lind's Settlement South of Almo," p. 106;
United States Geological Service, Publication #229: Mica and Beryl Pegmatites in Idaho and
Montana, (Washington D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1950), pp. 1-3; United States
Department of the Interior, Minerals Yearbook 1941, (Washington D.C.: Government Printing
Office, 1943), p. 1465.
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As late as 1978, Zon Lloyd, while selling the bulk of the old Mooso homestead, retained
ownership of a forty acre knoll containing "quite an outcropping of silica and mica." He
hoped that "mining of those minerals may someday be economically feasible ["Historical
City of Rocks for Sale," Times News (Twin Falls), 5/16/1978, vertical file: City of Rocks,
Cassia County, IHS, p. B-1].

275 Taylor, "Some Historical Highlights of Almo and Raft River Valley," p. 17.

276 Rooker "Autobiography," p. 6.

277 Diary of Frederick Hugh Ottley, 1880-1865.

278 W. Mooso, interviewed by A.W. and Lillian Dawson, March 29, 1973. Tape on file at
Cassia County Historical Society and Museum, Burley, Idaho.

279 Personal history of Cheney Vao Leroy, 1915-1991, manuscript #12988, Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-Day Saints Historical Department, Salt Lake City, Utah, p. 1; Toyn,
interviewed by Vema Richardson, October 21, 1973, Grouse Creek Cultural Survey, p. 19;
Weldon, "Homesteaders at the City of Rocks," pp. 1-2; Kimber, "Life Story of Bertha T.
Kimber," p. 9; Jake and Ida Bruesch, interviewed by A. W. Dawson, May 16, 1974.

280 Personal history of Cheney Vao Leroy, 1915-1991, p. 2.

281 T. C. Clabby, "Confidential Report Submitted at the Request of the Register of the U. S.
General Land Office, Hailey, Idaho," July 27, 1915, in patent file of Thomas Fairchild,
National Archives.

282 Claude C. Harris v. Meritt A. Osterhout, Contest No. 1491, July 6, 1917, in Meritt A.
Osterhout patent file, #671971, 1/1918, National Archives.

283 Weldon, "Homesteaders at the City of Rocks," p. l.

284 Carver, Minidoka National Forest Supervisor, 1920-1923, quoted in "The Minidoka
National Forest," p. 22.

285 Minidoka National Forest personnel, "History of the Minidoka National Forest," p. 15.

286 Jensen, compiler, Almo Ward, Cassia East Stake, Historical Records and Minutes, 1882-
1971.

287 V. Tanner, interviewed by Verna Richardson, August 22, 1973, Grouse Creek Cultural
Survey, pp. 33-34.

288 Twitchell interview with A. Hubber, May 1995.

289 Idaho Bureau of Mines and Geology, Bulletin #14, p. ix.

290 Taylor, "Some Historical Highlights of Almo and Raft River Valley," p. 17; A Pause for
Reflection, Virginia Estes compiler, p. 71.

291 Vertical File: City of Rocks, Cassia County, IHS, passim.

292 Taylor, "Some Historical Highlights of Almo and Raft River Valley," p. 17; Alfred L.
Anderson, Professor of Geology, to Mr. Charles Brown, President, Oakley Valley Chamber
of Commerce, 4/11/1938, quoted in "More Endorsements of Proposed City of Rocks National
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Monument Near Oakley Idaho," The Oakley Herald, 1938, Vertical File: City of Rocks,
Cassia County, IHS; "City of Rocks," The Idaho Statesman, (Boise), 4/22/1938, quoted in
"More Endorsements of Proposed City of Rocks National Monument Near Oakley Idaho,"
The Oakley Herald, 1938, Vertical File: City of Rocks, Cassia County, IHS.

293 Wells, untitled manuscript, p. 81.

294 Ibid., p. 82; Aubrey L. Haines, "An Historical Report on the City of Rocks in Southern
Idaho," October 9, 1972, unpublished manuscript on file at the City of Rocks National
Reserve, Almo, Idaho, p. 33. On June 1, 1971, the Cassia County Historical Society
sponsored the "Saga of the Silent City of Rocks," playing on the most theatrical themes of the
city's history and featuring a reenactment of the purported Indian massacre and a stage
holdup. The Saga drew 5,000 people.

295 Public Law 100-969; "Mules, Not Oxen, Pulled First Wagons into City of Rocks 121
Years Ago," Times-News, 9/20/1964, Vertical File: City of Rocks, Cassia County, IHS;
"National Park or Equal Status Sought to Save Historic Value in Silent City of Rocks," The
Idaho Statesman, (Boise), May 10, 1970, Vertical File: City of Rocks, Cassia County, IHS, p.
D. l.

296 Dave Bingham, City of Rocks, Idaho. A Climber's Guide, (Self published by Dave
Bingham: Ketchum, Idaho, 1989, 1995), p. 9.

297 Bingham, City of Rocks, Idaho. A Climber's Guide, passim. Like the campers and
picnickers, climbers were not new to the area: emigrants reported that many of those who
first signed their names on the city's monoliths "must have been shot up out of a gun or
cannon, or have had themselves suspended by ropes from the tops of the cliffs, to enable
them to record their names at a point so much higher than their less aerially inclined rivals"
["Forty-niners" by Hulbert, quoted in Idaho Historical Society (J. A. Harrington, compiler),
"Silent City of Rocks," June 1937, File: Contacts and other Historical Data, Records of
Minidoka National Forest (1924-1938), Supervisor's Office, Sawtooth National Forest, Twin
Falls, Idaho, p. 2].

298 Disturbances to the native vegetation (by both cattle grazing and cropping) has
accelerated erosion on the basin soils that are susceptible to wind and water erosion.

299 The character of the trail in this area, which appears similar to modern two-track roads,
may be due to uses that postdate westward emigration. Pinnacle Pass was also used by
regional freighters and probably by local residents prior to construction of the county road
along the base of the Twin Sisters.

300 Although the basin does contain improvements that date to a later period of development,
their scale is small compared to the entirety of the basin, and they do not impact the setting
and view. They would be counted as non-contributing resources within a rural historic
district.

301 Kathleen Durfee indicates that juniper posts deteriorate slowly; it is only necessary to
replace fence posts every 20 to 30 years.

302 The properties with Smithsonian numbers were recorded by Chance & Associates and
are discussed in their 1990 report. The Hanson and Mooso properties were recorded during
HRA's 1995 field survey and have not yet been submitted for Smithsonian numbers.

303 Charles Lorenzo Twitchell to Ann Hubber, letter dated May 12, 1995. Mr. Twitchell
indicates that the excavations on top of Mica Knoll represent the remains of a feldspar mine
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and the quarry from which the Tracys excavated their building stone.

304 Charles Lorenzo Twitchell to Ann Hubber, letter dated May 12, 1995.

305 Because there are no mineral withdrawals for either mine, it is difficult to establish the
sequence of historical development for the properties. The only information comes from local
informants, who remember the mine being worked.

306 Within the hierarchy of landscape organization, Tracy ranch (including the remnant
building cluster, the hayfield and the series of stock ponds) would be counted as a component
landscape within the larger City of Rocks cultural landscape.

307 Taken from abstract prepared by Jennifer Eastman Attebery for the National Park
Service, Pacific Northwest Region, 1992. HRA has ordered the report on inter-library loan.

308 Abstract prepared by Jennifer Eastman Attebery for the NPS, 1992. HRA has ordered the
report on inter-library loan from Idaho State University, Boise.

309 Abstract prepared by Jennifer Eastman Attebery for the NPS, 1992. The Technical
Information Center, NPS DSC, Denver Colorado, does not maintain a copy of this document
and it is not available on inter-library loan from the Idaho State Historical Society, Boise.
HRA will review the report during the course of our April research trip.

310 Only population figures are available for 1890. The 1930 manuscript census will not be
available to researchers until the year 2000.

311 The following descriptions are taken from Jennifer Eastman Attebery's 1992 "Annotated
List of Sources for the History and Culture of City of Rocks, Cassia County, Idaho, 1890-
1940" (available from the NPS, PNWR). The annotations are frequently shortened to include
reference only to that material presumed to be most valuable to the current study.
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City of Rocks
Historic Resources Study

ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY

Secondary Sources

Alexander, Thomas G., ed. Essays on the American West, 1972-1973. Provo, Utah: Brigham
Young University Press (Charles Redd Monographs in Western History No. 3), 1974.

Of this series of seven essays, only Eugene E. Campbell's "Brigham Young's
Outer Cordon — A Reappraisal" is germane to a discussion of Raft River/Cassia
County settlement. This essay questions the validity of the standard thesis that
Brigham Young protected Zion through expansion of Mormon settlement.
Campbell writes: "the so-called 'outer cordon' colonies were established for a
variety of reasons other than the encirclement concept."

Alexander, Thomas G., ed. The Mormon People; Their Character and Traditions. Provo,
Utah: Brigham Young University Press (Charles Redd Monographs in Western History No.
10), 1980.

Includes Lowell C. Bennion's essay "Mormon Country a Century Ago: A
Geographer's View." This essay expands on Meinig's description of a Mormon
Cultural Region, and includes census analysis and a discussion of the impact of
federal land laws (versus Mormon cultural traditions) on the pattern of Mormon
settlement. Several important graphics, including: Nativity of Utah's Population;
Brigham Young's Stakes, 1877; Distribution of Mormon Population by
Settlement, 1880.

Arrington, Leonard J. and Davis Bitton. The Mormon Experience; A History of the Latter-
day Saints. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1979.

General church history with maps showing the extent of the "Mormon Kingdom
in the West, 1847-1900" (boundaries markedly similar to Meinig's "Mormon
Culture Region"). This map includes Almo/Onkley as areas of concentrated
Mormon settlement at the northern extreme of the Mormon kingdom. Chapter 6,
"The Challenge of Building the Kingdom," contains useful discussion of
characteristics of Mormon land, church incentives for immigration, colonization,
and settlement. Only brief discussion of displacement of Native American
inhabitants. The "Bibliographical Essay" includes detailed description of archival
collections.

Barnes, Will C. Western Grazing Grounds and Forest Ranges. Chicago: Breeders Gazette,
1913.

Subtitled (and effectively annotated): A History of the Livestock Industry as
Conducted in the Open Ranges of the Arid West with Particular Reference to the
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Use Now Being Made of the Ranges in the National Forests.

Billington, Ray Allen. The Far Western Frontier, 1830-1860. New York, Hagerstown, San
Francisco, London: Harper & Row, 1956.

Classic exploration of Turner's thesis of a closed frontier. Includes chapters on
the Era of the Mountain Man — including the search for a beaver-laden river
road to the Pacific — the legendary Buenaventura; on the Overland Trails; and
on Mormons' Move Westward.

________. Westward Expansion. A History of the American Frontier. New York: The
Macmillan Company, second edition, 1960.

General text book study of the Colonial Frontier, the Trans-Appalachian Frontier,
and the Trans Mississippi Frontier. Includes discussion of Great Basin
settlement, the Indian Barrier, and the Cattlemen s and Farmer's frontier.

Carter, Thomas and Carl Fleischhauer. The Grouse Creek Cultural Survey. Washington D.C.:
Library of Congress, 1988.

Although primarily a methodological analysis, the chapter on findings is a good
overview of Grouse Creek folklife (an area similar to CIRO in its settlement
history and subsistence patterns). [307]

Chittenden, Hiram Martin. History of the American Fur Trade of the Far West. Stanford:
Academic Press, 1954. (First published 1902.)

General source on the political/economic importance of the fur trade, including
the importance of the Snake River/Bear River/Cache Valley trade and the general
boundaries to that trade network.

Chine, Gloria Griffen. Peter Skene Ogden and the Hudson's Bay Company. Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 1974.

Chapters III and IV ("John Bull Meets Uncle Sam" and "Our Man in the Snake
Country") concentrate on 1818-1830 explorations of the Snake River country,
including the Raft River Valley, and Ogden's 1825 discovery of the Humboldt
River (and subsequent impacts of the route of the California Trail). Three
detailed maps of Hudson Bay Company's Snake River Expeditions: 1824-1826;
1826-1828; 1828-1830 show excursions to or near the project area. This source
includes only brief references to American fur expeditions, including those of
Jedediah Smith in 1824 and 1827-1828 and of Sublette in 1825.

Dale, Edward Everett. The Range Cattle Industry. Ranching on the Great Plains from 1865 to
1925. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1930, second edition 1960.

A general history of the growth and decline of the ranch industry on the Great
Plains. Includes a discussion of the "Northern Drive"; the winter of 1886-87; and
the transition to winter feeding.

Dillon, Richard H., editor. California Trail Herd; The 1850 Missouri-to-California Journal
of Cyrus C. Loveland. Los Gatos, California: The Talisman Press, 1961.

Loveland, trailing herds to California mining camps, describes the Raft River
Valley as containing "Grass in abundance and plenty of wood." Goose Creek is
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similarly described. Descriptions of City of Rocks, Echo Gap, "Recorder's Rock,"
Novelty Pass. Loveland reports that the road just south of the confluence with
the Salt Lake Road was "first-rate and tolerable [sic] level but bounded on both
sides with a dreadful, rough and ragged country" (see Zimmerman for similar
description).

Dillon's introduction describes cattle drives into California (most along the
southern San Antonio-Los Angeles-Sacramento route) as frequent by 1854. By
the 1870s, Dillon reports, drives from California to Nevada and Idaho [through
City of Rocks?] were frequent.

Fradkin, Philip. Sagebrush Country. New York: A.A. Knopf, 1989.

Sociologist's account of past and current, and public and personal, emotional
responses to the western landscape. Includes an interesting, if undocumented,
account of the search for the Buenaventura River.

Francaviglia, Richard. The Mormon Landscape: Existence, Creation, and Perception of a
Unique Image in the American West. New York: ATM Press, 1978.

Oakley, Idaho is one of 44 Mormon communities detailed in this study of
ethnographic landscapes. Includes a discussion of those physical features
identifying a community as Mormon and a discussion of the historical/cultural
catalysts to this unique physical development.

Frazer, Robert W. Forts of the West; Presidios and Military Forts West of the Mississippi up
to 1898. Norman, Oklahoma: University of Oklahoma Press, 1972.

Includes discussion of Fort Hall's use as a military fort during the peak years of
overland migration (particularly in reference to conflicts between Shoshoni and
Bannack Indians and emigrants along the California Trail south of Fort Hall).

Gates, Paul W. with a chapter by Robert W. Swenson. History of Public Land Law
Development. Written for the Public Land Law Review Commission. Washington D.C.:
Zenger Publishing Co., Inc., 1968.

General reference book to Public Land Law, including federal intent and
requirements for filing and for patent. Descriptions of the "Advent of Dry
Farming"; Desert Land Act; Enlarged Homestead Act; and Stockraising
Homestead Act are especially relevant to the project area. Includes statistics
related to patent rate under various land legislation throughout the semi-arid
West (exclusive of California).

Goetzmann, William H. Exploration and Empire; The Explorer and the Scientist in the
Winning of the West. New York: Vintage Books, 1966.

Includes a discussion of the importance of early fur-trade and scientific
exploration on the development of overland migration routes — particularly Peter
Ogden's 1924-1930 exploration of the Snake River country, the Great Basin, and
the Bear River, including the 1928 discovery of the "Unknown" [Humboldt]
River that provided the critical link in the immigrant road to the Pacific.

Grover, David H. Diamondfield Jack. A Study in Frontier Justice. Reno, Nevada: University
of Nevada Press, 1968.
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Grover writes "a number of writers have made fleeting references to the more
spectacular events . . . but misconceptions and prejudices about the case still
exist. This book is an attempt to set the record straight" (p. 4). The book includes
a discussion of the extent to which the case divided the Mormon and non-
Mormon communities.

Guthrie, A.B. Jr., The Way West. New York and Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company,
copyright 1949, renewed 1976.

Winner of the 1950 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction, The Way West continues the saga
of The Big Sky, with retired fur trapper Dick Summers leading a train of settlers
west to Oregon, along the Overland Trail. Includes fictitious accounts, based on
historical research in emigrant diaries, of the push and pull factors associated
with the migration, of men and women's different roles in and responses to the
journey, of the dangers of overland travel, and of the sojourn at Fort Hall, when
part of the party opted for California.

Hanson, Sam et al. Hard Times in Idaho Between the Great Wars. Idaho State University
Press, 1985.

Includes an essay by Martha Opedahl Soniville, daughter of a Burley rancher, on
farm life during the agricultural depression of the 1920s and the Great
Depression of the 1930s. Description of local barter system, shared labor,
alternative fuel sources, entertainment. Also includes Sam Hanson's description
of the southern Idaho sheep industry during the 1930s.

Idaho (The) Encyclopedia. Federal Writers' Project of the Works Progress Administration,
compiler. Caldwell, Idaho: The Caxton Printers, Ltd., 1938.

Accounts of Idaho history, folklore, scenery, cultural backgrounds, social and
economic trends, and racial factors, organized by County. The Encyclopedia
includes a chapter on the "Physical State" with description of the City of Rocks
and of the Albion and Goose Creek mountains; a general chapter on agriculture
that includes a discussion of reclamation of the Goose Creek and Raft River
valleys; of Mining (void of any reference to Cassia County mica mining:
"deposits of commercial importance occur in Lahah, Adams, and Idaho
[counties)"; Lumbering, with physical description of the Minidoka NF;
Manufacturing, with reference to Burley industries; Transportation (very
general); Communications (very general); and County histories.

Idaho Historical Society. "City of Rocks and Granite Pass." Boise, Idaho: Idaho Historical
Society (Reference Series No. 136), 1993 (revised).

Includes discussion of general boundaries of Northern Shoshoni territory, of the
1862 attack at Massacre Rocks and near City of Rocks, and of federal response
to these attacks. Also discussion of first use of Raft River/City of Rocks/Granite
Pass as overland trail route and 1849 descriptions of City of Rocks by Geiger and
Bryarly, August Burbank, J. Goldsborough Bruff, and James Wilkins.

Idaho Historical Society. "Almo Massacre." Boise, Idaho: Idaho Historical Society
(Reference Series No. 232), 1971 (revised).

Collection of newspaper and journal accounts of battles between emigrant parties
and local Indians near Almo/City of Rocks. Although primarily a compendium
of primary documents, this document also includes a discussion of
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inconsistencies between accounts and of the general exaggeration of the degree
of danger and conflict.

Ingersoll, Chester. Overland to California in 1847. Letters Written En Route to California,
West from Independence, Missouri, to the Editor of the Joliet Signal. Fairfield, Washington:
Ye Galleon Press, 1970.

Descriptions of need to jettison private effects — a process begun as early as
Fort Laramie and completed on the final approach to the 40-mile Desert of the
Humboldt (Raft River/Goose Creek region). Detailed description (p.35) of the
road from Fort Hall to Raft River — "hilly, rocky and sandy — the water is
good, but grass is scarce" — and of the Raft River Valley where grass was
"plenty" and of Goose Creek "with a rich coat of grass along its banks." These
descriptions contrast sharply with overall impressions of land west of South Pass
as "one entire volcanic region, all burnt to a cinder. The rock and stone look like
cinders from a furnace." Ingersoll reports (1847) that, at Fort Hall, "only about
60 or 70 wagons, out of 750, except the Mormons, are taking the road to
California. The Mormons stop at the great Salt Lake."

Jackson, W. Turrentine. Wagons Roads West. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1964.

Evaluation of the role of the federal government in the location, survey, and
improvement of wagon routes in the trans-Mississippi territory before the
railroad era.

Johansen Dorothy O. and Charles M. Gates. Empire of the Columbia. A History of the Pacific
Northwest. New York, Evanston, and London: Harper & Row, 1957, p. 381.

General reference, primarily re: development of southern Idaho markets. Also
northwest transportation routes.

Madsen, Brigham D. The Bannock of Idaho. Caldwell, Idaho: The Caxton Printers, Ltd.,
1958.

An important work on Bannock ethnography, with a primary emphasis on the
period of contact, the Bannock's evolving response to the emigrant trains, the
treaty process, and the Bannock War.

Madsen, Brigham D. The Shoshoni Frontier and the Bear River Massacre (Utah Centennial
Series, Volume 1). Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press, 1985.

Includes good description (Chapter 3) of Indian Agent/emigrant reports of
clashes with Shoshoni and Bannack Indians in the region surrounding Fort Hall.
Also details federal response.

Meinig, D.W. "The Mormon Culture Region: Strategies and Patterns in the Geography of the
American West, 1847-1964," Annals of the Association ofAmerican Geographers 55 (June
1965): 191-220.

Seminal geographic study of an identifiable Mormon Culture Region,
distinguished by architecture and land use. Identifies Mormonism as a subculture
that has "long established its mark upon the life and landscape of a particular
area" and attempts to define the limits to this area or cultural landscape. Includes
discussion of farm-village pattern of development — relevant to agricultural
development of City of Rocks region, particularly relationship of historic
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homesteads with the communities of Albion, Elba, and Almo — and a discussion
of the three tiers (temporal and geographic) of Mormon "colonization." See also
Francaviglia (The Mormon Landscape).

Merrill, Irving R., editor. Bound For Idaho. The 1864 Trail Journal of Julius Merrill.
Moscow, Idaho: University of Idaho Press, 1988.

Merrill traveled west to the Idaho gold fields in 1864. Relevant to the City of
Rocks primarily for Merrill's response to and description of the Snake River
plain and Fort Hall.

Mintz, Lannon W. The Trail; A Bibliography of the Travelers on the Overland Trail to
California, Oregon, Salt Lake City, and Montana during the Years 1841-1864. Albuquerque:
University of New Mexico Press, 1987.

General Bibliography, listing over 700 diaries of travel on the California Trail.

Morgan, Dale L. Jedediah Smith and the Opening of the West. Lincoln, Nebraska: University
of Nebraska Press, 1953.

General source re: exploration associated with the fur trade. Includes specific
discussion of Smith's reconnaissance of the Bear River/Chalk Creek route from
Fort Hall to California.

Myres, Sandra L., ed. Ho for California! Women's Overland Diaries from the Huntington
Library. San Marino, California: Henry E. Huntington Library and Art Gallery, 1980.

Of the five women's diaries included in this volume, only those of Helen
Carpenter (1957) and of Mary Stuart Bailey (1952) reference the City of Rocks.
Of the two diaries, Carpenter's is the most complete and the most descriptive.
Carpenter describes Mormon blacksmith shops along the Raft River, describes
emigrant fears of Indian depredation, reports passing the grave of a man "killed
by Indians," and describes an Indian visit to their encampment along Goose
Creek: "they did not appear unfriendly." Her description of City of Rocks
includes a discussion of churches, dog houses, courthouses, large and small
houses, and concludes with general satisfaction at the interruption of the
normally monotonous journey. Like other emigrants, Carpenter describes the
area as heavily willowed.

Parkman, Francis, The Oregon Trail, edited by F.N. Feltzkog. Madison: University of
Wisconsin Press, 1969.

Of only limited use. Unruh (The Plains Across) reports that "the title is not very
germane to its contents." No descriptions of the project area (Raft River
Valley/City of Rocks) and only limited description of life on the trail. Feltzkog's
introduction (pp. 18a-23a) contains a narrative description of the various routes
and alternative "cut-offs."

Potter, David Morris, editor. Trail to California; the Overland Journal of Vincent Geiger and
Wakeman Bryarly. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1945.

Extensively quoted in the National Register of Historic Places Nomination for
the City of Rocks, this journal includes poetic descriptions of the "City Rocks."
It also includes more prosaic descriptions of the Raft River Valley, of emigrant
response to Indian threat between Fort Hall and the Humboldt, and of the
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exhausted state of teams and of immigrants as they approached the last leg of
their journey to California.

Powell, J.W. and G.W. Ingalls. "Report, December 18, 1873" in the Commissioner of Indian
Affairs, Annual Report, 1873. House Executive Document No. 1, Pt. 5, 43d Cong., 1st sess.,
1873, Serial 160l.

Powell and Ingalls' 1873 report to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs (pp. 410-
412) includes a description of Western Shoshone, Pai-Utes, and white settlement
in the area south of Fort Hall. Powell reports that "there is no district of country
with sufficient water and other natural facilities for a reservation, not already
occupied by white men . . . . The lands along the streams and almost every
important spring has either been entered or claimed." This report suggests that
project-area settlement predates formal survey and legal claim (ca. 1878) to
cultivable lands along Goose and Circle creeks and Raft River.

Read, Georgia Willis and Ruth Gaines, eds. Gold Rush: The Journals, Drawings and Other
Papers of J. Goldsborough Bruff New York: Columbia University Press, 1944.

Only Volume 1 of this two volume series contains reference to the City of Rocks
region. Within volume 1, the project area forms the geographic and
psychological demarcation between phases of Bruff's journey: Part 1 describes
"Washington City to Raft River," Part 2 describes "Raft River to Bruff's Camp"
in northern California. Bruff's diary includes important descriptions of Indian
encounters within the project area; of loss of livestock as trains approached the
Humboldt; and of the frequent jettison of personal effects. Also includes a pencil
sketch of the "source of Goose Creek and Val. Rock" and an oft-quoted
description of the City of Rocks. Description of Mormon traders in the region
predates Helen Carpenter's similar description by almost five years (see Myers,
Ho For California!).

Reid, John Phillip. Law for the Elephant. San Marino, California: Henry E. Huntington
Library and Art Gallery, 1980.

Account of role of private property in overland migration (an inherently
cooperative venture). Includes powerful descriptions of starvation along the trail;
abandonment of private property (and process by which migrants traded their
own belongings for superior goods of similar function found along the trail); and
description of the alternative routes available to travelers: including Lassen's
Cut-off or the longer, safer route through City of Rocks. (Suggests that after ca.
1850 many emigrants detoured through Salt Lake City to acquire needed
supplies, joining the main stream of travel just south of City of Rocks.)

Robbins, Roy M. Our Landed Heritage. The Public Domain 1776-1936. Lincoln, Nebraska:
University of Nebraska Press, 1962.

General source for information re: federal land legislation as it pertained to the
West.

Steen, Harold K. The U.S. Forest Service; A History. Seattle: University of Washington Press,
1976.

General source for information on western response to creation of the U.S. Forest
Reserves (1897) and the U.S. Forest Service (1906). Includes discussion of
evolution of America's conservation ethic and the administrative responsibilities
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of those charged with conservation of grazing (versus timber) land.

Stegner, Wallace. Beyond the Hundredth Meridian. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company,
1954.

Description of federal attempts to encourage settlement and development of the
semi-arid American West — includes critical discussion of the Desert Land Act,
the 160-acre Homestead Act, the Enlarged Homestead Act, and impacts of this
legislation on western settlement patterns and the western cultural landscape.

________. Mormon Country. New York: ??, Sloan, and Pearce, 1942.

The first comprehensive discussion of the impact of Mormonism on the cultural
landscape, including a discussion of physical characteristics of Mormon
communities (irrigation networks, the City of Zion plat, the prevalent lombardy
poplar), the role of the social network of wards and stakes, and trade networks
defined by Salt Lake City rather than state lines.

________. Where the Bluebird Sings to the Lemonade Springs; Living and Writing in the
West. New York: Penguin Books, 1992.

Series of essays describing the American West — "aridity and aridity alone
makes the various Wests one" — Americans' cultural and physical response to
that aridity — including attempts to irrigate and to cultivate western lands.

Sudweeks, Leslie L. "The Raft River in Idaho History," Pacific Northwest Quarterly (June
1941), pp. 289-306.

Mr. Sudweeks examines use of the Raft River and its tributaries "for three
surging streams of travel": fur traders; emigrant wagons; and the pony express,
stagecoach and freight wagon. Includes a description of the Almo Massacre and
of the Pony Express route through the area.

Unruh, John. The Plains Across. The Overland Emigrants and the Trans-Mississippi West,
1840-1860. Urbana Chicago London: University of Illinois Press, 1979.

This seminal work on overland migration contains few references to the project
area specifically yet provides essential background information on changing
public perception and attitudes toward the semi-arid West, the Mormon
migration, and the day-to-day experience of migrants, including a critical
analysis of the degree of contact and of conflict with Native Americans. Includes
an important discussion of the different phases of migration, from those who
intended to settle the best land, to Mormons in search of marginal unsettled land,
to the '49ers who planned primarily to make their fortune and return east (thus
creating a surge of eastward travel).

Utley, Robert M. The Indian Frontier of the American West 1846-1890. Albuquerque:
University of New Mexico Press, 1984.

Includes description of the "Foundation of a New Indian Policy" that guided the
federal response to conflict in southern Idaho between the Shoshoni and Bannack
and white settlers (focus on Fort Hall). Special emphasis on the impact of the
'49ers on federal Indian policy.

Zimmermann, Margaret Hoff and Erich W. Zimmermann, translators. Scharmann's Overland
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Journey to California; From the Pages of a Pioneer's Diary. (Translated from the German of
H.B. Scharmann). Freeport, New York: Books for Libraries Press, 1918, reprinted 1969.

Excellent account of travel beyond South Pass, especially response to the general
aridity of land west of Fort Bridger: Peak Basement (near Green River) "is the
only region during this part of the voyage that seems worthy of a farmer's notice.
The land for the rest of the way from Fort Laramie to California is not worth a
cent, I think. It consists of nothing but desert-land and bare mountains covered
with boulders and red soil which makes them resemble volcanoes. The best thing
the traveller can do is to hurry on as fast as possible from one river to the other."
See Stegner and Unruh re: cultural/emotional responses to arid West.

Thesis and Reports

Boothe, Wayne R. "A History of the Latter-Day Saint Settlement of Oakley, Idaho." M.S.
thesis, Brigham Young University, July 1963.

This thesis appears to be based upon a thorough search of newspapers and LDS
church records and upon interviews with local residents. It covers the period
1860 through the 1920s, discussing initial settlement, school and church
development, commercial development, transportation systems, and cultural life.
The final chapter offers four examples of local folk legend, including the City of
Rocks lost mine story. [308]

Chance, David H. and Jennifer V. Chance. "The Archaeological Reconnaissance of the City
of Rocks Reserve." Submitted to the Pacific Northwest Region of the National Park Service,
1990.

Includes a good description of the project area environment, including discussion
of changes in the natural landscape associated with decimation of the beaver
population, use of the numerous streams for irrigation, and cattle grazing.
Detailed accounts of rock inscriptions, trail vestiges, and prehistoric sites
discovered in the course of the survey.

The survey concentrated on: the Applegate/California Trail and the Salt Lake
Alternate corridors; six randomly selected forty-acre tracts; areas targeted as
likely to contain archaeological sites; areas encountered as opportunity presented
itself, e.g. while traveling to the randomly selected tracts. Ultimately, of the 65
sites encountered, 25 were included in an amendment to the existing City of
Rocks National Register Nomination.

Although historic sites were recorded, little historical information is presented.
Relevant pages of F. W. Lander's "Report of the Fort Kearney, South Pass, and
Honey Lake Wagon Road," (1859-1860), are included as Appendix D. (See also
the site forms associated with this report, available through the Idaho State
Historic Preservation Office, Boise, Idaho.)

Haines, Aubrey L. "An Historical Report on the City of Rocks in Southern Idaho." Prepared
for the National Park Service, Denver Service Center, October, 1972. Copies on file at the
Idaho State Historical Society, Boise, and Cassia County Historical Society, Burley, Idaho.
[309]

This report deals mainly with the trails period, giving an extended discussion of
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the supposed Almo massacre and other conflicts between Native Americans and
whites. There is a brief discussion of the first homesteads and ranches in the City
of Rocks area and a brief reference to Charles Brown's campaign to obtain
monument status for the area.

Hutchison, Daniel J. and Larry R. Jones, editors. "Emigrant Trails of Southern Idaho." Boise:
Bureau of Land Management and Idaho State Historical Society, January 1993.

This report provides a detailed discussion of the original route of the California
Trail and the Salt Lake Alternate in and near the project area, as well as a
discussion of extant trail segments.

Little, William J., Range Consultant. "A Historical Overview of Livestock Use in the Area of
City of Rocks National Reserve From Introduction to 1907," 1994. (Copy of report provided
by the NPS, Pacific Northwest Region, Seattle, Washington.)

This is a "brief overview of early livestock-related events in and around the City
of Rocks National Reserve with emphasis on the three country area of present
Cassia County, Idaho, Elko County, Nevada, and Box Elder County, Utah. The
period begins with the introduction of livestock and concludes in 1907."

Wells, Merle W. "History of the City of Rocks," with four Appendices. Report prepared for
David and Jennifer Chance and Associates, Moscow, Idaho, 1990. On file at the Pacific
Northwest Region of the National Park Service, Seattle, Washington.

Appendices are 1) City of Rocks and Granite Pass, 2) Diary References to City
of Rocks, 3) Almo Massacre Documentation, and 4) Annotated Bibliography

Thompson, Wm. H. "Cassia County, Idaho, 1849-1949," 7/27/1949. File: "Contacts and other
Historical Data. Records of Minidoka National Forest (1924 through 1938)." Supervisor's
Office, Sawtooth National Forest, Twin Falls, Idaho.

United States Government Reports and Bulletins

Bulletin #713. Geography, Geology and Mineral Resources of the Fort Hall Indian
Reservation. Washington D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1920.

Applicable to City of Rocks National Reserve only for identification of periods
of drought and above-average rainfall.

Bulletin #1055H: Tertiary Geology of the Goose Creek district [sic lower case], Cassia
County, Idaho, Box Elder County, Utah, and Elko County, Nevada. Washington D.C.:
Government Printing Office, 1959.

Information relevant to the City of Rocks National Reserve is limited to figures
re: mean annual precipitation rates (10.5 inches) and mean temperatures.

Bulletin #B530i: Mica in Idaho, New Mexico, and Colorado. Washington D.C. Government
Printing Office, 1913.

Cassia County is not identified as significant producer of sheet or scrap mica.
The bulletin includes a discussion of mica mining processes and of mica use.

Idaho Bureau of Mines and Geology. Bulletin #14: Geology and Mineral Resources of
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Eastern Cassia County, Idaho. Moscow, Idaho: University of Idaho, September 1931.

________. Bulletin #6: Geology and Water Resources of the Goose Creek Basin, Cassia
County, Idaho. Moscow, Idaho: University of Idaho, 1923.

Technical analysis of potential for artesian wall development in the Goose Creek
drainages. Includes valuable climatological data for the larger region, much of it
provided by the USFS (Bostetter and Hereford ranger districts).

Publication #229: Mica and Beryl Pegmatites in Idaho and Montana. Washington D.C.:
Government Printing Office, 1950.

Idaho's Avon Mining District, Latah County, identified as the state's most
significant mica producer. No active or abandoned mines identified in Cassia
County. Discussion of government incentives to mica mining during the World
War II years. Includes discussion of mica mining processes and of mica use.

United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service. Eligibility/Feasibility Study
and Environmental Assessment for National Historic Trail Authorization, 1985.

Includes brief discussion of historic use and significance of the trail systems, as
well as a series of useful maps.

United States Geological Society. Water Supply Paper #1460C: Ground Water Possibilities
South of the Snake River Between Twin Falls and Pocatello, Idaho. Washington D.C.:
Government Printing Office, 1962.

Identifies arable land south of the Snake River. Provides annual precipitation
records.

Land Status Records and Census

United States Geological Survey (USGS) survey plats and survey notes, 1878-1954
(available from the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), Boise Idaho.

The first USGS surveys show only limited development within the immediate
project area. In his 1878 survey of the east half of township 15S 24E, Allen
Thompson noted only an unnamed road along the general route of the California
Trail. The land is described generally as "gently rolling" with "second-rate [soil],
good grass and scattered sage." The north half of the township is described more
specifically as "agricultural land." Subsequent project-area surveys dated 1884,
1886, and 1892 note the "old California Road" — in apparent continued use —
roads "to Oakley," "from Canyon road to Junction Valley," and "to timber," as
well as scattered corrals and scattered buildings, their placement dictated by the
presence of water. Survey notes associated with these maps, also available
through the BLM, provide greater detail re: physical improvements and the
character of the land.

General Land Office, Tract Book Indexes, Township 15S 23E; 15S 24E; 16S 23E; 16S 24E
(available from the Bureau of Land Management, Boise, Idaho (microfilm) and the National
Archives, Suitland, Maryland (original).

Tract book entries for the immediate project area reveal concentrated settlement
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by the 1880s (most often under the terms of the Homestead Act) and expansion
of these claims under the terms of the Enlarged Homestead Act (1909; 1911) and
the Stockraising Homestead Act (1916). Tract book indexes also show extended-
family settlement within the project area.

General Land Office, Patent Files (various), Township 15S 23E; 15S 24E; 16S 23E; 16S 24E
(available from the National Archives, Suitland, Maryland).

These files indicates that barley and wheat were frequent area crops (vulnerable
both to drought and rodents), stock herds were of limited size and often grazed
on public lands, agricultural and domestic infrastructure was often limited to a
house, a corral system, carrels(?), spring development, and minor secondary
structures (such as chicken houses). Land was generally fenced with jack-leg
fences. Most homesteaders vacated their claims between November and May,
retreating to Almo, Oakley, or Burley where their children could attend school
and they could secure wage labor.

United States Census Office. Manuscript Census, Cassia County, Idaho (Territory)."
Available on microfilm from the National Archives Records Division, Atlanta, Georgia,
1880, 1900, 1910, 1920. [310]

The census includes information on area settlers' age, occupation, literacy and
home ownership. Information on place of birth provides a means of identifying
the presence of ethnic communities and also (by tracing the birth place of area
children) of tracing resident's emigration patterns.

United States Forest Service Documents

These records include but are not limited to mineral and homestead surveys, administrative
site withdrawals, special-use permits (mining and grazing), correspondence files, a Minidoka
National Forest history, and site-specific documentation (available at the Sawtooth National
Forest Supervisor's Office (Twin Falls), the Burley Ranger District archives (Burley), and/or
the Regional Office in Ogden, Utah.

Archival Collections and Oral Histories [311]

Sawtooth National Forest, Twin Falls, Idaho

Oral Histories

Stokes, J. W. Interviewed by A. R. Standing, Ogden, Utah, 4/19/1965, re: Mr. Stokes Forest
Service Career. File: "Contacts and other Historical Data. Records of Minidoka National
Forest (1938)." Supervisor's Office, Sawtooth National Forest, Twin Falls, Idaho.

Limited discussion of the Minidoka National Forest, primarily re: special permits
for small-scale timber harvests.

Historical Department, LDS Church, Salt Lake City, Utah
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Adams, John. Diaries, 1912-1934. MS8101.

Detailed diary written by an LDS farmer in the Oakley vicinity. Adams
chronicles farm chores, types of crops grown, church activities and official
actions, weather, local deaths, construction of farm buildings, and his interaction
with neighbors. This is a good source for information about daily life and farm
management (equipment used, harvest figures, irrigation systems, banking,
managing stock, maintaining a kitchen garden).

Jenson, Andrew. "Almo Ward, Idaho." LR10590. Typed and handwritten manuscripts, partly
on church survey forms, all on microfilm.

Jenson describes the geographic extent of the ward and compiles the history of
Almo Ward in annual reports beginning with its organization as a branch in
1882. The events chronicled include erection of buildings, changes in leadership,
missions, and deaths.

Journal of History of the LDS Church. Newspaper clippings, handwritten and typed
manuscripts, index.

The Journal of History is a multi-volume scrapbook compiling church president's
actions, events affecting the church and church members, and members'
activities. Occasional entries include information of more general interest, such
as reports on weather and crops, local celebrations, and new construction. The
Oakley correspondent to the Deseret News, for example, contributed several
general-interest reports beginning in 1883 and continuing through 1899. There
are a number of similarly valuable reports from Almo in July and August 1900.
The index to the journal includes town and personal names. For Oakley, Almo,
and personal names associated with those places, forty-six items are indexed
covering the years 1883 through 1945.

Oral Histories

King, Henry Edgar (Ted). Personal interview by Delbert Adams, 1961 (MS 6230 16.
Microfilm of 18-page typed transcript.

This interview was produced as part of the Oral History Program of the LDS
Church. Materials about Almo include conditions of ranching and a story about a
humorous misunderstanding between whites and Native Americans. Much of the
interview deals with establishment of Cardston, Alberta.

Cassia County Historical Society, Burley, Idaho

Coltrin, Ocea. Circle Ranch, oil painting.

This impressionist-style painting depicts structures at Circle Ranch and the
surrounding landscape.

Mooso, Walter. Family History File.

This file includes an undated manuscript by Alta Mooso Weldon entitled
"Homesteader's [sic] at the City of Rocks," a manuscript entitled "Life Sketch of
Walter M. Mooso," By Burdell Curtis, 1981; and an undated autobiography by
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Alta Mooso Weldon. See also, Oral Histories, Mooso.

Newspaper clippings pertaining to Almo history. "Almo" vertical file (13 clippings).

Clippings dating from 1971-1991 reflect the heightened interest in local history
that resulted from American Bicentennial and Idaho Centennial activities. Many
of these articles and columns were written by A. W. Dawson, editor of the
Burley South Idaho Press, on the basis of interviews that he and his wife Lillian
conducted with people knowledgeable about local events. The subjects covered
give one a good sense of what local people consider to be of significance in their
own history.

Oral Histories

King, Henry Edgar (Ted). Personal interview by A. W. and Lillian Dawson, 16 May 1971 (T
73-74). Not transcribed.

King discusses his father's role in settling the Almo area.

Lind, Philbert. Personal interview by A. W. and Lillian Dawson, October 1972 (T 73-75).
Not transcribed.

The Lind family were early settlers at Lynn (Moulton), Utah and maintained ties
with communities in and around City of Rocks.

Mooso, Walter. Personal interview by A. W. and Lillian Dawson, 29 March 1973 (T 73-62).
Not transcribed.

This interview is extremely useful for documenting the homesteading period in
City of Rocks. Mooso was among the first homesteaders within the City of
Rocks area and he was among the last to leave when the springs there began
drying up. Contents of the tape include Mooso's family history, names of other
settlers at City of Rocks, locating his homestead, crops raised, trapping, building
his house and other detailed accounts of everyday life. See also "Moose Family
History File."

Special Collections, Utah State University, Logan, Utah

Lewis, Lenore. "History of Oakley, Idaho," no date.

This local history relies upon personal interviews and diaries in private
collections. Topics include social clubs, schools, the Mormon Church,
transportation and communication systems, local families and their backgrounds,
economic development, and means of subsistence.

Ward, Bernus. "History of Almo, Idaho." ca. 1945.

This paper relies on personal interview with eleven members of the region's first
white families. Includes a hand-drawn map that identifies buildings and farms by
owner and locates the legendary Almo Massacre. Topics include social clubs,
schools, the Mormon Church, transportation and communication systems, local
families and their backgrounds, economic development, and means of
subsistence.
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Ward, Dwayne. "History of Almo, Idaho," [1936].

This paper relies on personal interviews with members of the region's first white
families. Topics include social clubs, schools, the Mormon Church,
transportation and communication systems, local families and their backgrounds,
economic development, and means of subsistence. Bernus Ward (see above)
draws heavily from this paper.

Whiteley, Robyn. "Pioneer Architecture of Oakley, Idaho," 1973.

This is a folklore collection compiled for an upper-division Brigham Young
University class — based upon interview with local residents. Contextual
information focusses mainly on builders and early owners. [May provide
information relevant to a local/regional context for evaluating area architectural
significance. Also for use in defining area vernacular architecture.]

Grouse Creek Collection. Fife Folklore Archives. 21 transcripts of taped interviews.
Archivist's permission required for use.

Interviews recorded with participants in the Grouse Creek study (see Carter,
Grouse Creek Cultural Survey) make occasional reference to the City of Rocks
and surrounding communities as a place to visit for recreation or subsistence
activities. Grouse Creek, in northern Utah, is near City of Rocks and very similar
to the area in settlement history and subsistence patterns.

Eli M. Oboler Library, Idaho State University, Pocatello, Idaho

"100 Years of Progress." (Burley) South Idaho Press. Special Centennial Supplement,
August 1970.

A compilation of articles pertaining to county history, most from past issues of
the SIP. Among the articles are items related to the first irrigation pump tried in
the Raft River area (1912), a summary of Almo history, the Almo store, a
description of the Matt Durfee log cabin in City of Rocks, and an account from
Anna Bruesch Durfee of a wagon trip to Almo in 1901.

Cranney, Ariel. "History of the Early Settlement of Oakley, Idaho." January 1935. MC
13/1/6.

This is a college paper based upon an interview with Mrs. A. J. Tolman, a
woman of 85. Contents include a general description of establishment of ranches,
stage road, and post office; house-building; subsistence; violence between cattle
and sheep ranchers; water shortages in the Oakley [Carey Lands] project; and the
effect of the Vipont, Utah, silver mine on the Oakley economy.

Dawson, Also William. Western Saga Guide Book. n.p. Dawson: 1974.

This is a compilation of anecdotes about Cassia County history produced during
the national Bicentennial with some guidance from the Idaho State Historical
Society. Most of the materials pertain to the trails era. Those that do not include
sketches about Diamondfield Jack, cattle ranching in the 1890s, the Raft River
lost mine, story, the Vipont Mine (Utah) of the 1920s, prohibition, and a stage
robbery of 1922. The anecdotes seem to be based upon personal interviews, but
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interviewees are not identified.

Estes, Virginia, ed. A Pause for Reflection. Provo, Utah: J. Grant Stevenson, 1977.

Biographic, autobiographic, and anecdotal sketches compiled by the Daughters
of Utah Pioneers, Cassia County Company. Some of the sketches include
valuable details about everyday life. Includes a brief passage from Emma Lucy
Mikesell in which she refers to locating a homestead in City of Rocks in 1910.
There are community sections devoted to Moulton, Albion, Oakley, Almo, Elba,
and Goose Creek.

Special Collections, University of Idaho, Moscow, Idaho

Idaho State Department of Agriculture. Idaho Agricultural Experiment Station Bulletins and
Circulars, from ca. 1900.

This collection contains bulletins addressing the irrigated areas of southeastern
Idaho and written at the Kimberly Experiment Station. Relevant data includes
county-specific information on the dry-land wheat movement, the impact of
drought and depression, changing tenancy and mobility rates, the evolution of
area agriculture, the role of women on area farms, etc.

Idaho State Historical Society, Boise, Idaho

Brown, Charles. "Eternal City of Rocks," The Mountain States Monitor March 1926: 26-27.

Brown's essay describing the geology of the area mentions recent completion of
the Oakley-Elba road by the U.S. Forest Service. The article includes a four-
stanza poem by Milo M. Thompson and black and white photographs altered
with pen to emphasize the animal-like appearance of the formations. This effort
may mark the beginnings of Brown's campaign to promote the City of Rocks as
a national monument.

"City of Rocks" vertical file:

Contains an eclectic mix of materials, including poetry inspired by the region's
geological formations (1920s); newspaper clippings from the Idaho Daily
Statesman and Oakley Herald (including 1933 article documenting completion of
road from Almo to CIRO); articles and editorials re: 1930s attempts to achieve
National Monument status for the City of Rocks; general reference sheets,
written in the 1930s and arranged by theme, including the fur trade and trails
period (WPA records?).

Idaho Gazetteer and Business Directory, 1891-1892. n.p.: R.L. Polk, [1892].

Brief entries for Almo, Basin, Elba, Oakley, and Thatcher (Goose Creek) provide
a description of businesses, churches, services, and population. Entries give a
good impression of the commercial, transportation, and communication networks
that these communities belong to.

Lind, John. History of John, Emma, and Alex Lind's settlement south of Almo. No title.
Manuscript 2/463. Idaho Historical Society, Boise, Idaho, no date, (post 1954).
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Additional Vertical Files

Cattle Association: primarily post-1970 pamphlets of Idaho; Cattle; Cowboys: miscellaneous
clipping file, ca. 1920s and 1930s accounts of the vanishing cowboy; also modern "human
interest" stories on cowboys throughout southern Idaho; Cattle History: contains "History of
Idaho's Range Industry," ca. 1948.

Oral Histories

Bruesch, Jake and Ida. Personal interview by A. W. Dawson, 16 May 1974 (OH 180). Typed
Transcript.

Includes information about settlement of the Almo area and establishment of a
dairy farm.

Dayley, Newell. Personal interview by A. W. and Lillian Dawson, 18 January 1968 (OH
182). Typed Transcript.

Contents include information about cattle ranches and grazing lands in the Raft
River and Dry Creek areas, range wars, and the Almo Massacre and the City of
Rocks stage robbery legends.

Eames, J. Roy. Personal interview by A. W. and Lillian Dawson, n.d. Two tapes,
untranscribed.

Eames discusses his father Henry's role in settling Almo.

Johnson, W.E. Jr. Personal interview by Mr. Robert Alexander and Mrs. Erwin Dobberpfuhl,
5 February 1970 (OH52). Typed transcript with restrictions on reproduction.

Johnson spent his childhood in Almo; the interview contains brief information
about farming and early houses in Almo area.

Private Collections of Merle W. Wells, Boise, Idaho and Jennifer Eastman
Attebery, Pocatello, Idaho

Horne, John Theo. "Autobiography." n.d. 34-page typed manuscript.

This autobiographical account of Horne's life includes information about
homesteading near Almo in 1915. Horne's account is valuable for details of
everyday life, including descriptions of housing, water supply, outbuildings, farm
chores, harvesting, spiritual life, buildings and facilities in Almo, and
transportation. Information is imparted through anecdotes that are nearly all first
hand.
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City of Rocks
Historic Resources Study

APPENDIX A:
Dairy References to City of Rocks

HISTORY OF THE CITY OF ROCKS
by

MERLE W. WELLS

Together with Four Appendices:
Appendix 1: "City of Rocks and Granite Pass"

by Merle W. Wells

Appendix 2: "Diary References to City of Rocks"
by Merle W. Wells

Appendix 3: "Almo Massacre Documentation"
by Larry Jones

Appendix 4: "Annotated Bibliography"
by Merle W. Wells

Submitted to the Pacific Northwest Region of the NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
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Appendix 2: Diary References to City of Rocks

An interesting variety of emigrant accounts of City of Rocks provide interpretive resources
for that area. As a guide to California gold rush diaries, Archer Butler Hulbert's Forty-Niners:
The Chronicle of the California Trail (Boston, 1931), 185-189, has distinctive merit. A
classic account prepared six decades ago in connection with Hulbert's pioneer California Trail
mapping project, it provides a consolidated presentation of contemporary gold rush literature
that recognizes City of Rocks as one of exceptional interest to gold rush parties. An inspiring
location for emigrant campgrounds, City of Rocks offered a site for celebration that Hulbert
interprets admirably with a fine sample of songs that were sung there. As they ascended Raft
River and Cassia Creek on their way to City of Rocks, Hulbert explains how discouraged
many emigrants could get:

As usual our pathway is along the bottom lands of the stream; on either hand
high hills rise abruptly, with black trap-rocks protruding; the hills are quite
destitute of vegetation except now and then a cluster of fir or cedar trees and odd
tufts of bunch-grass growing on the summits. Perhaps it is the despondency of
some at seeing things going to pieces; perhaps it is the monotonously drear
landscape on a part of the road far from any centre of human knowledge or
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interest; perhaps it is the absence of those insidious lures toward a welcome, or
intriguing, objective such as we have had so often — at any rate, Raft River is
not gaining a good reputation these days. Thieving by sullen and surly vagabonds
among us is becoming common, and we are warned again to place guards at
night to watch the horses lest white "Indians" make away with them. One entire
train, captained by S. N. Harriman of Howard County, Missouri, was surrounded
here by ruffians who took it bodily from the owners at the point of guns and
drove onward with it, leaving, so Mr. Thissell says, fifty women and children to
walk this burning road toward California until picked up by strangers. We hear
rumors of even worse things (if possible!) that are overtaking the migration, not
to be mentioned here until I learn the truth.

We try to enliven the way with songs, and have some success at times; but
denying beggar-brothers — or even acceding to their importunities — hardly
tends to encourage very much gaiety and song. The singing at our evening camps
is not what it was. We have trudged so long now in a column of dust, and the
days are so hot, that men eat supper and throw themselves prostrate, almost too
tired to attend to the wants of nature. Yes, Raft River may be forgotten, but you
can put it down as marking a turning-point in the life of this strange, great beast
— this unkempt army. The strongest outfits are now to be tested; the weakest
will surely crack.

References to City of Rocks in emigrant guide books provided information repeated in more
than one diary. These include:

City of Rocks (California Trail)

Monday, July 2d.—During the morning's march a cold, pitiless rain assailed us. Once more
Cashire Creek was crossed. About noon we struck the old Oregon trail, being the continuance
of that from which we diverged in the valley of Green River, and which leads past Fort Hall.
Near the point where the two roads meet were some peaks called the Three Towers,
conspicuous objects, which, under different circumstances, would have merited our
admiration. But almost under their shadow we met three men whose presence was as
unexpected as if they had been apparitions. They were riding in advance of a train some
distance back on the Oregon road, to which they belonged; and it was one we had passed
long since, eastward of the Rocky Mountains on Platte River, with no expectation of ever
meeting it again. From this fact it was easy to realize that still others left in our rear might
also be in advance of us, whilst we had been flattering ourselves that with the exception of
Captain Paul's pack train—and even this a matter of doubt—we were in the lead of all
emigrants.

The deception practiced by Vasquez, whom it will be recalled we had met at the South Pass,
was now painfully apparent, his object doubtless having been to turn the tide of emigration
past Fort Bridger, that he might derive profit arising from the sale of supplies. By far the
most toilsome part of our journey, crossing the Utah Mountains, was a result of this
manoeuvre. There we encountered difficulties innumerable, of which our attempt at
description falls immeasurably short of the reality. All this happened to us by listening to the
advice of a stranger, rather than following that of the experienced mountaineer, Hudspeth, as
we have hereto related. The latter, Stewart, from long acquaintance, knew as thoroughly
reliable hence it is unaccountable that he should have been so ensnared by the wily Spaniard.
When brought to face the facts thus forcibly revealed to him his wrath scarce knew bounds.
In his fury he talked of returning to the South Pass to punish the author of this deception, but
when his wrath cooled to permit his better judgment to be exercised, he announced it as his
determination once again to be in the lead of every wagon train.
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William G. Johnston
July 2, 1849

Entered into the mountain ridge that divides the waters into the Pacific and the Great
American Basin. We pass into these mountains through a gorge or ravine on either side of
which are ridges several hundred ft high, very rocky in the gorge; the rockiest & most
difficult road we have passed requiring great care with wagons. Here are rocks jutting out
near the road of peculiar shapes from 5 to 100 ft high. Some are hollow—this is a romantic
spot, the rock of course is of granite. Passed into a basin of several miles extent & camped
for the night.

Peter Decker
July 4, 1849

July the 8th was sunday and we laid over and thair was a bout one hundred and seventy
packed muels pased by ous and a bout fifty ox wagons this done in one day. I can see a
plenty of snow on the mountains. We have no rain of any a Count for som time except two or
three shours just a nouf to lay the dust

July the 9th we went 23 miles and camped on a small creek up next to the mountains we
crosed two or thre creek this fornoon and some in the after noon good camping places in
every few miles. the road to day has been good and we got sedar and pine to burn

July the 10th we left the campe and foled up this creek betwixt the mountains and we had a
bout forty rods of vary stony and rocky road and in seven miles of the plase whare we
camped the mormon road coms in from salt lake. From the junction of these roads to the
mormon settlement at salt lake is one hundred and seventy or eighty miles and from these to
fort hall is a bout one hundred miles. We had to day vary bad hills to go over and they were
vary bad for our oxons feet on the a count of the small stones and gravel the distance that we
traveled today is a bout 20 miles and we reached goos creek and camped by it and found
good grass and willow and sage to burn we struck a small creek in two or thre miles of this
creek a vary good plase to campe. Goos creek is about twelve feet wid and two feet deep.
And on the flats thair is wild flax.

Randall Fuller
Overland Journal

July 10, 1849

Wednesday, July 17. This morning we started early, at half past five o'clock, and nearly all
day traveled over rough roads. During the forenoon we passed through a stone village
composed of huge, isolated rocks of various and singular shapes, some resembling cottages,
others steeples and domes. It is called the "City of Rocks," but I think the name "Pyramid
City" more suitable. It is a sublime strange, and wonderful scene—one of nature's most
interesting works. The Salt Lake road, which turned off between Dry Sandy and Little Sandy,
and which we passed on the twenty—sixth day of June, rejoins our road at this point.

The altitude of Pyramid City is five thousand nine hundred seventy-five feet, being the
highest point between the top of the Bear River Range and where the emigrant road crosses
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the Sierra Nevada.

Eight miles from Pyramid City we recrossed, going southwest, the forty-second parallel of
latitude, which we had first crossed, going north, on the eighth day of June, near Fort
Laramie.

[Adventures]
July 17, 1849

This afternoon we passed some of the highest peaks of rocks that I have ever seen. Some of
them supposed to be 600 feet high. They present a magnificent sight. The Mormon City or
Salt Lake road, that leads at the South Pass, intersected our trail today, 100 miles this side of
Fort Hall.

Benjamin Hoffman
July 19, 1849

The road here lies between high & immense rocky mountains, with not a particle of herbage
or vegetation upon them, but being white & smooth upon their surface. Just opposite to
where we encamped was one which struck us as particularly curious. It was a perfect face
upon the highest cliff around . . . . The road continued between these & around these rocky
piles but the road itself was good. You can imagine among these massive piles, church
domes, spires, pyramids, &c., & in fact, with a little fancying you can see [anything] from the
Capitol at Washington to a lowly thatched cottage. Four miles brought us to the coming in of
the Mormon Road. Half [a] mile before striking it we passed through a narrow pass of rock,
just wide enough for the wagons, & which evidently had been made by some adventurers
before us. Three miles farther we came to another valley.

Vincent Geiger and Wakeman Bryarly diary
July 19, 1849

August 3. Took another cutoff this week called Sublets. Struck Raft River; from thence to
Swamp Creek. Passed some beautiful scenery, high cliffs of rocks resembling old ruins or
dilapidated buildings.

Sallie Hester
August 3, 1849

Passed on through what I called pyramid pass. The Grey Granite Rocks stand in pyramid,
mountain & dome forms, here & there towering aloft. The road winds along between them.
Emigrants names are written with tar-keel & on these curious structures. Here was truly
manifested in a temporial point, the figures used in the Scriptures like unto the Shadow of a
great rock in a weary land. The shadow was cool—inviting and brought to mind the Spiritus
1 illustration—of the figure—the Scenery was grand & the concave rocks at the narrow pass
was quite a curiosity. 4 miles on to the connection of the Salt Lake Road (the road named as
connecting yesterday was a branch of the same I presume). A number of Emigrants came by
the way of the Lake.
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Augustus Burbank diary
August 4, 1849

we encamped at the city of the rocks, a noted place from the granite rocks rising abruptly out
of the ground. They are in a romantic valley clustered together which gives them the
appearance of a city. I took several sketches of them. 5 miles from this comes in the new
Mormon road which goes by the city of the salt lake.

James F. Wilkins diary
August 13, 1849

An entire range on our left, of volcanic hills, for about 15 miles; and on our right, similar
formations for about 10 ms. when we entered a very extraordinary valley, called the "City of
Castles." A couple of miles long, and probably 1/2 mile broad. A light grey decripitating
granite, (probably altered by fire) in blocks of every size, from that of a barrel to the
dimensions of a large dwelling house; groups, Masses on Masses, and Cliffs; and worn, by
the action of ages of elementary affluences, into strange and romantic forms.—The travellers
had marked several large blocks, as their fancy dictated the resemblance to houses, castles,
&c.—On one was marked (with tar) "NAPOLEON'S CASTLE," another "CITY HOTEL,"
&c. We nooned among these curious monuments of nature. I dined hastily, on bread & water,
and while others rested, I explored and sketched some of these queer rocks. A group, on left
of the trail, resembled gigantic fungii, petrified, other clusters were worn in cells and caverns;
and one, which contrasted with the size and h[e]ight of the adjacent rocks, seemed no larger
than a big chest, was, to my astonishment, when close to it, quite large, hollow, with an
arch'd entrance, and capable of containing a dozen persons. This, from its peculiar shape, I
named the "Sarcophagus Rock."

J. Goldsborough Bruff
August 29, 1849

Sept. 14th. We were early in the saddle this morning, and passing through a rather barren
kind of country we made "Steeple Rocks" fourteen miles from camp where at a fine spring
and good grass, we took dinner. Here the old Fort Hall road, and the Salt Lake City road,
come together. Steeple Rocks looked to me more like battered and storm—beaten old
lighthouses than steeples. Here we overtook a company who were about abandoning their
wagons, and like us, packing. They made us a present of a sack of panola, which was very
acceptable, as, from the sulphurous unpleasantness of the water all the way from Salt Lake
City, we had used ours and reduced our stock of that article.

James Mason Hutchings
September 14, 1849

Last eve went to the City rocks. They are at the junction of the California & Salt Lake roads.
They are white & about 300 ft high running up to a peak. They are composed of a substance
resembling salts & are in a state of decomposition. A few more years & then will be leveled
with the ground. They look at a distance like a ruined city.
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Lucena Parsons
Covered Wagon Women, V. II, p. 279

April 23, 1850

At 3 oclock this morning we wer all stiring & shortly after we had commenced this days
travel. 3 miles from morning camp we crossed a low swampy, springy piece of ground. At
the head of this is a warm spring near the foot of the mountain where it boils up clear as
crystal. Half a mile farther there is a small spring and 3 miles from there the road turns up a
ravine between two high mountains, passing through Castle City (or Steeple Rocks) [City of
Rocks]. These are a curiosity worth the travelers notice, having the appearance [of] decayed
castels and lofty steeples, an ther are the names of travelers paointed in various coulars. 2
miles from this is the junction of the Salt Lake road with the California and Oregon road. 2
miles from this is a small creek. 5 miles from this the road ascends a high mountain. The
descent is about 4 miles long, and in some places verry steep. At the foot of this is Birch
Creek, and two miles from this brought us to Goos Creek, whee we encamped, having
traveled during the day 25 miles. Found good grass at our encampment. No wood but sage
and willow brush. Saw some men this evening that came by the way of Salt Lake. They
report that ther will be a great many emmigrants detained thee till after harvest, being no
provisons there to be had. White flour ther was to be had at first sale for 80 to 100 dollars per
hundred. They also say that it is 100 miles farther to come the Lake route.

Thomas Christy
July 1, 1850

During the forenoon we passed through a stone village composed of huge, isolated rocks of
various and singular shapes, some resembling cottages, others steeples and domes. It is called
the "City of Rocks," but I think the name "Pyramid City" more suitable. It is a sublime,
strange, and wonderful scene—one of nature's most interesting works. The Salt Lake Road,
which turned off between Dry Sandy and Little Sandy, and which we passed on the twentiety
—sixth day of June, rejoins our road at this point. The altitude of Pyramid City is five
thousand nine hundred seventy-five feet being the highest point between the top of the Bear
River Range and where the emigrant road crosses the Sierra Nevada. Eight miles from
Pyramid City we recrossed, going southwest, the forty-second parallel of latitude, which we
had crossed, going north, on the eighth day of June, near Fort Laramie.

Margaret A. Frink
Covered Wagon Women, V. II, pp. 120—121

July 17, 1850

August 3rd Saturday. Pleasant. A few clouds in the evening.

There is a high snowy mountain in front [Cache Peak, 10,350 ft.] and high hills on each side.
Crossed the creek and left it on the right, and by an easy ascent reached a summit and as
gradually descended to a valley of sage and sand sloping to the South East, the streams
running towards the Salt Lake and either emptying into it or losing themselves in the plain.
Considerable grass in strips where we nooned and we can see the Salt Lake road to the South
East. In the afternoon we crossed two divides. Passed some high isolated granate hills or
peaks, many of them single rocks standing in the valley, many of them rising from a level
plain an hundred or more feet. They are in curious shapes resembling spires, towers, forts,



City of Rocks NR: Historic Resources Study (Appendix A)

http://www.nps.gov/history/history/online_books/ciro/hrsaa.htm[1/2/2013 11:39:46 AM]

&c. One on the road is well covered with names and surrounded with a grassy field. Springs
issuing from near the foot. To the right these hills form a mountain range with high peaks of
the same kind. The granate is much decomposed, the earth mostly composed of the debris
and at the foot of the peaks quite coarse. I think that some call these Chapel Rocks.

Byron McKinstry diary
August 3, 1850

Then went through a Novelty Pass, distance of three miles, to Echo Gap. This pass through
the mountains is called Novelty Pass from the great mountains of singularly shaped rock on
either side of the road. There is a very large rock on the left, close to the road, that I named
Temple or Recorder's Rock. Here, upon its base, is recorded many an emigrant's name. This
rock may be one hundred and twenty feet high and runs up nearly perpendicularly. A little
farther and on the right is another with a small prong sticking up on its top that appears a
little like a cupola. I might give names to many of these monuments of Nature but they are
too numerous. Echo Gap is fifteen or twenty feet wide, with perpendicular rocks on each side
from fifty to one hundred and fifty high, and receives its name from having the loudest echo
that I have ever heard. One mile after leaving Echo Gap brings us to where the Salt Lake
Road comes in.

Cyrus C. Loveland diary
August 7, 1850

Camped at Steeple or Castle Rocks here is a sublime scenery to the Romantic the Rocks
resemble an old City of Ruins there are thousands of names here I registered Mine on a large
Rock which we named the Castle Rock hotel.

Richard Augustus Keen diary
June 22, 1852

leave encampment at last crossing of raft river and turn left through a large valley find small
branch this leeads me into a romantic place caled City of rocks—the Mountains tower with
sharp peaks, mostly of a sugar loaf shape—six miles from this point I find the junction of the
salt lake road

Jay Green diary
June 25, 1852

. . . encamped in Granite City one of the finest natural places of its kind in the World, I banter
the World to beat it This City is Walled in on every side with towering Granite mountains
some peaks shooting athwart the sky like towering domes. While hundreds of piles, peaks,
steeples & domes of all shapes posible in the distance looking like an old delapidated City. In
a south Eastern direction may be seen a large mountain made up of Mica schist This after
noon we passed through a most beautiful basin surrounded with fine mountains. To this
Granite City seems to be but two out lets, a narrow gorge where we entered, and a wider
space where we made our exite Here I obtained several specimens one from the Mansion
house as I call it, as a token or remembrance This City is situated near the half way place
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between Raft River and Goose Creek

Dr. John Hudson Wayman diary
July 12, 1852

July 13. Had a nice shower of rain to-day, which, greatly to our liking, settled the dust, and it
has cleared off cool and pleasant. We are in camp to-night at Steeple Rock. There are a great
many names on the rocks. Distance traveled, eighteen miles.

Francis Sawyer
July 13, 1852

19th, Monday — Made an early start and went four miles and crossed Raft River, a little
brook, nothing more. The other road is in sight. Went up the stream some distance and up
through a canyon opposite Steeple Rocks, magnificent, conical rocks as white as marble,
glossy and bright, several hundred feet in height.

Mariett Foster Cummings
July 19, 1852

Monday, August 9th. Traveled eight miles when we entered Pyramid Circle. This is one of
the greatest curiosities on the road. In some places a piller rises to a height of one hundred
and fifty feet, with smaller ones piled on the top and sides, looking as though a breath of air
would hurl them down. These pyramids are of various colors. The sides have been washed by
the rains in all manner of fantastic shapes, giving the place a most romantic and picturesque
appearance. The circle is five miles long and three miles wide, level within the wall around
and entirely surrounded by these pyramids or cliffs except an inlet at the east end of about
fifty yards, and an outlet at the western end just wide enough to permit the wagons to pass
through The rocks are covered as far up as one can reach or climb, with names of emigrants.
We left ours with date in a conspicuous place for the boys behind. We saw the names of
some of our acquaintances who passed here two years ago.

Tuesday, August 10th, 1852. Had some very rough road today. Came near getting our
wagons smashed coming down the mountain to Goose Creek. Traveled fifteen miles today
and camped on Goose Creek. Good grass and water.

Eliza Ann McAuley
August 9, 1852

Saw Mr. McGrew's people. Took a ride with them. We came over some very bad hills, very
steep indeed. [Granite Pass]

Mary Stuart Bailey
Ho for California: Women's Overland Diaries from the Huntington Library, p. 79

August 19, 1852
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At eve we encamped in Pyramid Circle, a delightful place indeed and one which requirs the
pen of the poet or the pencil of a painter to portray its beauties. It is a perfectly level plain,
surrounded by mountains which are covered with pine and cedar trees and studded
throughout with numerous tall white and green stones from sixty to one hundred and fifty
feet and from ten to twenty feet in diameter at the base. As we view it this eve, the full moon
shining upon it, our camp fires blazing near and striving, with their lurid light, to vie with the
silvery moon in brightness. Our tents and wagons grouped together and a merry party
tripping the light fantastic toe upon the green, whose cheerful, happy voices echo from the
hills around us, presents a scene altogether picturesque and novel.

Harriet Sherrill Ward
August 19, 1853

Aug 26th Rode on back in the morning in company with Maria Ducker. Passed through
Pyramid Circle. The Pyramids resemble more than anything else petrified hay stacks. Broken
the wagon tongue and we will have to walk, but we are accustomed to that

Aug 27th Had the worst roads that I ever saw. Up and down all day long, Sometimes on the
top of a high mountain, and then again in the valley Sometimes crossing creeks and then
wandering through mazes of luxuriant sage brush. Encamped on Goose Creek where there
was plenty of grass, although at some distance from the road.

Rachel Taylor
August 26, 1853

At noon we encamped near the so-called Monumental rocks. They are a cluster of rocks
forming a sort of semi-circle. They rise to a great height and are of a light grey color and
look like the ruins of some enormous structure. They are situated in an amphitheatre of
mountains, with snow capped summits. The rocks themselves rise out of a little plain covered
with velvet sod. A small stream issues from their base and glitters along down the valley. A
sort of thin mist hangs in the air, giving a dreamy appearance to the whole scene . . . . All
afternoon we travelled along the same valley among rocks of the most singular shapes, some
rising to great heights like the spires of churches, others of a more tower like appearance.
Encamped on a sage plain near a little creek with tolerable grass.

William Woodham diary
June 22, 1854

Passed the junction in the forenoon. Ironed. No water except a small puddle to wash hands in.
From the time we struck the junction till we encamped we saw 7 dead cattle.

Saw 8 or 9 more dead cattle. Awful roads, hilly, 5 miles descent, the last hill being very steep
& dangerous. Emigrants need to let wagons down by ropes wound round the alder trees at the
top of the hill. A mountain stream runs below as cold as ice water. In 2 miles we struck
Goose Creek & nooned. Rolled on 4 miles perhps & Hannibals wagon wheel broke off at the
axel in crossing a small run. Mended it with a cedar stick.

Mary Burrell
August 14, 1854
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Thur Clear an warm passed the Castle rocks [City of Rocks] the fore noon noon come to the
conjunction of the Salt river on northern roads traveled 6 miles further an camped in the
mountains raining this evening

Elizabeth Myrick
August 27, 1854

August 18th. All safe this morning. We are agreeably disappointed in not having a call last
night. Some report having seen Indians and hearing them singing. As we are sure they were
not far enough from camp to hear anything more than the rest of of us the story is
discredited. A few miles from camp we came to a stream which had but a scant amount of
water, but by noon reached another that supplied plenty. Here a couple of Mormons have a
blacksmith shop. In the next three miles passed considerable alkali. The ground is low and
has a marshy appearance and pools of dark coffee colored water are in among the scant grass
and weeds. It is a great deal of work tokeep the stock away from this water. In spite of all
that can be done, they get occasional sips. Another Mormon blacksmith shop.

Here we went into the mountains again but had a very good road. Two miles farther come to
a narrow way which they call a pass. At the entrance of this was a newly made grave filled
with stones. Near it a bit of board was picked up on which was written this brief account of
the unfortunate one. "This man was killed by Indians, Aug. 7th. He was from Iowa and was
traveling alone with a wagon and one horse." Emerging from the pass we came into what is
known as Pyramid Circle. There was perhaps an acre of partially level and with a good sized
stream flowing through it. On this level, and the hills which encircled it, were the most
beautiful and wonderful white rocks that we ever saw. This known as the City rocks and
certain bears a striking resemblance to a city. To be sure it was a good deal out of the usual,
for the large and small houses were curiously intermingled and set at all angles, but it only
made the place more charming. There was everything one could imagine from a dog house to
a church and courthouse. While the stock was being cared for the women and children
wandered off to enjoy the sights of the city. When they returned to camp a stern and well
merited reprimand awaited them. "How could you do such a thing? Did not yoou know there
might be an Indian behind every rock?" etc. etc We were so spellbound with the beauty and
strangeness of it all that no thought of Indians entered our heads. Some of us, at least, are too
young and thoughtless for our surroundings. The older ones did not forget to make all the
possible arrangements they could for the safety of the camp.

August 19th. A few miles from the City Rocks the Salt Lake Road comes in. A mile farther
came to a creek that has the appearance of being quite a stream at times but there was little
water running. Eleven miles from camp came to some fine springs that gush out from
underneath a rock. Nooned here and then started over the mountains. Very long, steep hills to
go down. One place in particular was so bad that the only wonder is that the wagons kept
right side up. Portions of the road were barely wide enough for the wagons. Steep mountains
on one side and an abrupt bank on the other and at time very sidling. [Granite Pass] Camped
on a small branch near the foot of the mountain. Good grass and plenty of cedar wood. This
has been a tiresome day.

Helen Carpenter
Ho for California: Women's Overland Diaries from the Huntington Library, p. 159-60

August 18-19, 1857
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After a few miles we entered the mountains and in 9 1/2 miles from last camp came to
Steeple rocks. Which are large while curiously shaped rocks scattered over a surface of
several acres. Some of them run up to a point like the steeple of a church, many names are
painted on their sides one mile from these rocks we came to where the Salt Lake road
intersects and now all three roads are one again.

James Berry Brown diary
August 21, 1859

The work now as not so ardous as we turned the [650] cattle loose at night, thus enabling us
to secure more rest and sleep, a most welcome and needed diversion after our long journey
and nights of watching. The plains of Raft River were covered with splendid feed, and after
passing the "City of Rocks," a great cluster of giant pinnacles that towered a hundred feet
high, decided to lay over for several days in order to rest our cattle before entering the Snake
desert. The mountains here afford a magnificent summer range, the bunch grass waving like
a wheat field, and with water abundant. Our camp was located at the foot of a high mountain
and where we herded the cattle and indulged in fishing and hunting during our spare time. At
the end of our rest, we had accumulated over 200 pounds of "jerky" which was a great luxury
on our long drives.

The Cattle Drives of David Shirk, p. 72
September, 1871
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City of Rocks
Historic Resources Study

APPENDIX B:
List of Improvements in Patented Claims at Time of
Patent

(Improvements generally completed three to five years prior to patent date)

Legal descriptions are provided only for those land areas with identified improvements.
Please reference Figure 14 (fold-out map of patented claims) for claim boundaries.

Charles Freckleton (patented 1916), Sections 23 and 26, T15S R23E
Sec. 23,
SE4SW4:
house, hen
house, shed,
carrel, orchard,
7 fenced acres
of wheat, oats,
or barley
Sec. 23,
SW4SE4: "All fenced"; 1 acre one acre of wheat, oats, or barley

Sec. 23,
SE4SE4: "All fenced"; 8 acres of wheat, oats, or barley

Sec. 26,
NE4NE4: "All fenced"; 5 acres of wheat, oats, or barley

Thomas Fairchild (patented 1915), Section 26, T15S R23E
Sec. 26,
NE4NW4:

80 rods of fencing with posts about one rod apart, one wire and a pole on
top. Nearly all cleared for cultivation

Sec. 26,
NW4NE4:

1/2 mile of fencing with posts about one rod apart, one wire and a pole on
top. All cleared for cultivation, with 10 acres planted with wheat, barley, or
oats

Sec. 26,
SW4NE4:

80 rods of fencing with posts about one rod apart, one wire and a pole on
top; single-boarded, 2 roomed, box, 14'x22' house with board roof covered
with tarred felt; cellar made partly of logs and partly dug, 12'x14' with dirt
roof; developed spring; and 8 acres planted with wheat, barley, oats, and/or
a garden

Sec. 26,
NW4SE4:

125 posts set for a fence, about 2 rods apart, all cleared for agriculture, 10
acres planted with wheat, barley, or oats
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Elizabeth Campbell Barker (patented 1921), Section 30, T15S, R24E
Entire claim fenced
Sec. 30,
NW4SE4: 15 acres of wheat

Sec. 30,
SW4SE4: 12'x20' sawed-log house, corral, well, and 35 acres of wheat

Thomas Shomaker (patented 1924), Sections 18, 19, 29, 30, 32 T15S, R24E
Entire claim: three-wire fence supported by posts averaging 1 rod apart with dancers in

between (along the east side of the tract), with some cross fencing
Sec. 18,
NE4NW4: house, stable, chicken coop, and pig pen

Sec. 30,
NE4NW4: corral and stockyard

George Lunsford (patented 1888), Section 31 T15S R24E
Sec. 31,
NW4NW4:

Reservoir on the North Fork of Circle Creek, built by William Tracy ca.
1901

Sec. 31,
SE4NW4:

Reservoir on the South Fork of Circle Creek, built by William Tracy ca.
1901

Sec. 31,
SW4NE4:

Reservoir on Circle Creek, at the divergence point of the North and South
Forks, built by William Tracy ca. 1901

Sec. 31,
NE4NW4:

George W. Lunsford's 14'x18' log house, 14'x20' stable, granary, and 1/2
mile of fencing (William Tracy purchased this claim in 1901 - see
reservoirs)

George Davis (patented 1900), Sections 30 and 31 T15S R24E
Sec. 30 and 31: 2 log houses of one room each, stable, corral, and fencing. (Patent file does

not provide location of improvements)

Mary Ann Tracy (patented 1905), Sections 30 and 31, T15S R24E
Sec. 30,
NW4SE4:

main ditch 1 foot deep by 1.5 feet wide, from Dry Canyon Creek, bissecting
the N2NW4SE4

Sec. 30,
E2SE4:

main ditch 1 foot deep by 1.5 feet wide from Dry Canyon Creek, dissecting
the W2NE4SE4, then curving south into the E25E4SE4. All but the
northwestern most comer of this tract may shows evidence of the
cultivation of alfalfa, oats, or barley. There may have been a house on the
W2NE4SE4 as well, as indicated by a black dot on one of the maps of
proposed ditches in the patent file, though no mention of such a structure is
made

Sec. 31,
SE4NE4:

main ditches running from the north and south sides of Circle Creek, 1 foot
deep by 1.5 feet wide

Sec. 31,
NE4NE4:

main ditch running through the SE4NE4NE4. Evidence of the cultivation of
alfalfa, oats, or barley
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Sec. 32,
NW4NW4:

main ditches crossing the W2NW4NW4 and the N2NW4NW4. Evidence of
alfalfa, oat, or barley cultivation

Sec. 32,
SW4NW4:

main ditches cross the south end of the tract. Two smaller ditches run to the
north from the main ditch, one in the W2SW4NW4, and the other in the
E2SW4NW4. Evidence of cultivation of alfalfa, oats, or barley

Charles Fairchild (patented 1918), Section 35, T15S R23E and Section 2 T16S R23E
Sec. 35,
NE4SE4: fence along south side of tract

Sec. 35,
SE4SW4: "All fenced" and 10 acres of oats, wheat, rye, or barley

Sec. 35,
SW4SE4: "All fenced" and 20 acres of oats, wheat, rye, or barley

Sec. 35,
SE4SE4:

"All fenced" and 20 acres of oats, wheat, rye, or barley. Three-room house,
barn, hog pen, hen house, and cellar

See. 2, Lot 1: "All fenced" and 6 acres of wheat, oats, barley, or rye. Spring with house
over it (aka "milk seller")

Sec. 2, Lot 2: "All fenced" and 7 acres of wheat, oats, barley, or rye
Sec. 2, Lot 3: "All fenced" and 7 acres of wheat, oats, barley, or rye
Sec. 2,
SE4SW4: 10 acres fenced and 10 acres of wheat, oats, barley, or rye

Sec. 2,
SW4SE4: 10 acres fenced and 10 acres of wheat, oats, barley, or rye

John Flowers (patented 1917), Section 31 15S R24E
Entire claim fenced
Sec. 31,
SE4SW4: 7 acres of wheat, rye, oats, or barley

Sec. 31,
SW4SE4: 6 acres of wheat, rye, oats, or barley

Sec. 31,
NE4SE4: house, well, shed, carrels, closet, and hen house

Sec. 31,
SE4SE4: 24 acres of wheat, rye, oats, or barley

Clara Campbell, (patented 1911), Section 32, T15S R24E
Entire claim: three-wire fence supported by good posts 2 rods apart, with 4 dancers

between
Sec. 32,
SE4NW4: one-room log house, 10 logs high with a dirt roof

Eugean Durfee, (patented 1919), Section 1 T16S R23E; Sections 6 and 7 T16S R24E
Entire claim fenced (not described)
Sec. 1, Lot 1: 1/4 acre of corn, beets, potatoes, barley, wheat, or alfalfa
Sec. 1,
SE4SE4: 9 acres of corn, beets, potatoes, barley, wheat, or alfalfa

Sec. 6, Lot 3: 4 acres of corn, beets, potatoes, barley, wheat, or alfalfa; house; carrel; hog
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pen; and calf pasture
Sec. 6, Lot 4: 8 acres of corn, beets, potatoes, barley, wheat, or alfalfa
Sec. 7,
NE4NW4: 16 acres of corn, beets, potatoes, barley, wheat, or alfalfa

Margaret Hansen, Sections 1 and 12 T16S 23E and Section 7 16S 24E
Sec. 1,
SW4SE4:

Reservoir on the South Fork of Circle Creek, 300 feet long, 10 feet high,
and backing water up about 150 feet. Also, main ditch along south edge of
tract, 2.5 feet across the top and 18 inches on the bottom, with a capacity of
about 200 inches

Sec. 1,
SE4SE4:

main ditch along south edge of tract, 2.5 feet across the top and 18 inches
on the bottom, with a capacity of about 200 inches

Sec. 12,
SW4SW4: Reservoir (see Section 1, SWSE, above)

Sec 12, S2S2: Main ditch (see Section l. SESE, above)
Sec. 7, Lots 1-
4:

Main ditch with smaller ditches, 1.5 - 2 feet wide across the top, 1 foot wide
across the bottom, and 1 foot deep, with a capacity of 50 inches each, and
cultivation throughout

John Hansen (patented 1917), Sections 1 and 12 T16S R23E
Entire claim fenced (not described)
Sec. 1,
SW4SE4: 9 acres of wheat and rye

Sec. 12,
NW4NE4:

9 acres of wheat and rye. Also house, barn, sheds, shop, granary, carrels,
hen house, pig pen, "meethouse", spring, and hay yards

Sec. 12,
NE4NE4: 30 acres of wheat and rye

Sec. 12,
SE4NE4: 40 acres of wheat and rye

Sec. 12,
SW4SE4: 12 acres of wheat and rye

Sec. 12,
SE4SW4: 37 acres of wheat and rye

Martha (Rogers) Garner (patented 1916), Sections 1 and 12 T16S R23E
Entire claim fenced (not described)
Sec. 1,
SE4SW4: 1 acre of wheat, oats, barley, or corn. Also, house, barn, and shed

Sec. 1,
SE4SW4: 30 acres of wheat, oats, barley, or corn

Sec. 12,
NW4NW4: 10 acres of wheat, oats, barley, or corn

Sec. 12,
NE4NW4: 5 acres of wheat, oats, barley, or corn

Sec. 12,
SW4NE4: 2.5 acres of wheat, oats, barley, or corn
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Henry Jones (patented 1922), Sections 11, 12, and 13 T16S R23E
Entire claim fenced with barbed wire and cedar posts
Sec. 11,
SE4SE4: 3 acres of barley or rye

Sec. 12,
NW4SW4: 18 acres of barley or rye

Sec. 12,
SW4NW4: 4 acres of barley or rye

Sec. 12,
SW4SW4:

18 acres of barley or rye. Also, log and frame house, cellar, and developed
spring - unclear whether Jones shared the reservoir built by Hansen

Sec. 13,
NW4NW4: barn, hay yard, hen house, and pig pen

Sherman Wilcox (patented 1919), Sections 10 and 11, T16S R23E
Sec. 10,
SE4NE4: 160 rod of fencing and 5 acres of wheat, rye, barley, timothy, or potatoes

Sec. 10,
NE4SE4: 80 rod of fencing and 10 acres of wheat, rye, barley, timothy, or potatoes

Sec. 10,
SE4SE4:

160 rod of fencing and 15 acres of wheat, rye, barley, timothy, or potatoes.
Also, 18'x35' rock and log stable, coops, pens, and corrals

Sec. 11,
SW4NW4:

160 rod of fencing and 5 acres of wheat, rye, barley, timothy, or potatoes.
Also, 24'x24' log house and cellar

Sec. 11,
NW4SW4: 80 rod of fencing and 20 acres of wheat, rye, barley, timothy, or potatoes

Sec. 11,
SW4SW4: 80 rod of fencing and 20 acres of wheat, rye, barley, timothy, or potatoes

Walter Mooso (patented 1916), Sections 13 and 14, T16S R23E
Entire claim fenced (not described)
Sec. 13,
NW4SW4: 6 acres of barley, wheat, or rye

Sec. 14,
NW4NE4: 10 acres cultivated

Sec. 14,
NE4NE4: 10 acres of barley, wheat, or rye

Sec. 14,
SW4NE4: 30 acres of barley, wheat, or rye

Sec. 14,
SE4NE4:

14 acres of barley, wheat, or rye. Also, house, cellar, well, pig pen, hen
house, carrel, and barn

Sec. 14,
NE4SE4: 6 acres of barley, wheat, or rye

Merritt Osterhout (patented 1919), Section 13, T16S R23E
Entire claim fenced (not described)
Sec. 13,
NE4NW4: 6 acres of wheat, oats, barley, or rye
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Sec. 13,
NW4NE4:

40 acres of wheat, oats, barley, or rye. Also, house, cellar, well, 14'x26'
shed, hen house, and closet

Sec. 13,
SW4NE4: 4 acres of wheat, oats, barley, or rye

Samuel Mikesell (patented 1917), Section 13 16S 23E and Sections 7 and 18 16S 24E
Entire claim fenced (not described)
Sec. 13,
NE4NE4: house; well; windmill; cellar; closet; hog pasture; and 36 acres of wheat

Sec. 13,
SE4NE4: 38 acres of wheat

Sec. 7,
SE4SW4: 40 acres cleared for cultivation (1917)

Sec. 18, Lot 1: barn; granary; shed; hen house; hay carrel; and 42.72 acres of wheat
Sec. 18, Lot 2: "all cleared on tillable land"
Sec. 18,
NE4NW4: 35 acres of wheat

Stella Holley (patented 1920), Sections 7, 17, and 18, T16S R24E
Entire claim fenced (not described)
Sec. 17,
SW4NW4: 1 acre of alfalfa and timothy; house; carrels

John Holley (patented by widow Stella Holley in 1919), Sections 17 and 18, T16S R24E
Claim partially enclosed with 320 rods of fence (not described)
Sec. 17,
NW4SW4:

2 acres in potatoes, sugar beets, or calf pasture. Also 14' x 18' hewed log
house

John Moon (patented 1916), Section 24, T16S R23E
Entire claim fenced with three-wire fence
Sec. 24,
NW4NE4: 20 acres of wheat, barley or oats

Sec. 24,
SW4NE4: 35 acres of wheat, barley or oats

Sec. 24,
SE4NE4: 5 acres of wheat, barley or oats by John W. Moon

Sec. 24,
NE4SE4:

house, granary, barn, shed, well, hen house, pig pen, closet, and hay carrel.
8 acres of wheat, barley, or oats

Frank Trunkey (patented 1918), Sections 22, 23, and 27 T16S R23E
Entire claim fenced (not described)
Sec. 23,
NW4SW4: 32 acres of rye or wheat

Sec. 23, 35 acres of rye or wheat
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NE4SW4:
Sec. 23,
SE4SW4: 15 acres of rye or wheat

Sec. 27,
NW4NE4: 30 acres of rye or wheat. Also house, barn, "well cellar," closet

Sec. 27,
SW4NE4: 30 acres cleared but not planted

Ernest Sparks (patented 1918 [Enlarged Homestead] ), Sections 23 and 24, T16S R23E
Entire Claim fenced with three-wire fence
Sec. 24,
SE4SW4: 35 acres of potatoes, wheat, barley, oats, sweet clover, or beets

Joseph R. Moon (patented 1925), Sections 24 and 25, T16S R23E
Three sides of claim fenced in three-wire with cedar posts
Sec. 24,
W2SE4: 40 acres of of rye and some barley

Sec. 25,
NE4NE4:

Dam and small spring "in a gulch which runs in a north-easterly direction.
This gulch is very steep, the slope being about 50 feet in 100 feet. [Moon]
built a dam across the gulch below the spring 10 feet high, 40 feet long, and
has dug a trench in the bottom of the gulch to open up the spring. From this
dam he built a ditch 2 feet wide and 1 foot deep to a point about and south
of the SE4 of the tract, whence one laterally runs westerly and one
northerly..."

John Eames (patented 1918), Section 24, T16S R23E and Sections 19 and 30, T16S R24E
Sec. 19, Lot 3: 10 acres of barley
Sec. 19, Lot 4: 10 acres of barley
Sec. 19,
NE4SW4: 10 acres of barley

Sec. 19,
SE4SW4: 20 acres of barley. Also house, barn, spring, cellar
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City of Rocks
Historic Resources Study

HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE CITY OF
ROCKS REGION (continued)

American Indian Use and Habitation [12]

The City of Rocks National Reserve occupies an area at the junction of two physiographic
regions, the Great Basin and the Columbia Plateau, at the northern margin of what
anthropologists call the Great Basin "culture area." The concept of culture area, as used by
anthropologists for some time, is generally defined as a geographical area within which
native inhabitants share similar cultural traits. Strengthening the concept of cultural
relatedness within the Great Basin culture area is the fact that all but one of the extant native
groups living within it speak "Numic" languages, a division of the Uto-Aztecan language
family. [13]

Of course, people inhabiting the periphery of "culture areas" often display a blend of traits
from adjacent areas. The Shoshone and Bannock people who occupied the upper Snake River
Valley at the time of Euroamerican contact displayed a blend of cultural traits typically
associated with Plains, Great Basin and Plateau cultures. "Just as the environment and
resources of southern Idaho were varied and transitional to other physiographic areas, so also
was the culture of the Shoshone and Bannock diverse." [14]

In September of 1776, Francisco Atanasio Dominquez and Silvestre Velez Escalante explored
the region extending from Santa Fe to Utah Lake (near what is now Provo). Here they
camped with the "Comanche" (Shoshone). [15] In 1805, the Lewis and Clark expedition
camped near Lemhi Pass with another Shoshone band. Lewis made extensive notes regarding
the material culture and vocabulary of the Shoshone people that they encountered. Lewis'
lack of comment on the presence of Bannock people has led to the assumption that the
residential integration of Shoshone and Bannock people occurred during the later part of the
1800s.

The relationship of the Northern Shoshone and Bannock, observed by ethnographers during
the first part of the 20th century, is described as follows:

The Fort Hall, or upper Snake River, Shoshone and Bannock formed into large
composite bands of shifting composition and leadership. The Shoshone speakers
were always the majority, but the chieftaincy was sometimes held by a Bannock.
Most of the Fort Hall people formed into a single group each fall to hunt buffalo
east of Bozeman, Montana, and returned to the Snake River bottomlands near
Fort Hall for the winter. . . The large bands split into smaller units for spring
salmon fishing below Shoshone Falls, and summer was spent digging camas
roots in Camas Prairie and other favored places. Deer and elk were hunted in the
mountains of southeastern Idaho and northern Utah. [16]
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Because of its excellent grazing resources, pinion pine nuts, rock chucks and game animals,
and vegetable roots, the upper Raft River and the City of Rocks served as a "Shoshoni
seasonal village center" and summer range for the Shoshone's extensive horse herds. [17]
Almo residents reported that as late as the 1970s,

The Indians [from the Fort Hall Reservation] used to come every fall gathering
pine nuts. They would gather the cones all day, then dig huge pits, fill them with
wood and set it on fire. Then when the coals were right, they put the sticky cones
in and covered them with dirt. By morning the cones would be popped open. The
squaws picked the nuts out of the cones. They would sell them for .25 a pint. . . .
every year, 'til the last few years, they come and traded back and forth with
people for hides and on the years that the pine nuts were good.... they come by
car. Then they first come, they come in a buggy and team, wagon and team. And
camp here, they'd have a camp right here, right above here for weeks at a time. .
. They'd come here and buy deer hides... They trades us buckskin gloves for deer
hides. See and then they make the gloves out of the deer hides. [18]

Years after their consolidation on the government reserve at Fort Hall, the Bannock-
Shoshone would return for "ceremonial dances. Their camp grounds were near the Twin
Sisters as there was a spring of cold running water close by." [19] Non-Indian settlers also
report an "Indian legend" centered at the City of Rocks, namely that "a bath in [Bathtub
Rock] before sunrise will restore youth to the aged." [20] Evidence of the city's traditional
significance thus continued long after ranching enterprises had transformed the area. [21]
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City of Rocks
Historic Resources Study

HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE CITY OF
ROCKS REGION (continued)

Conclusion

Awareness that this is a special place is the constant thread running through the history of the
City of Rocks, from the time of American Indian use and habitation to the current debate
raging about how best to perpetuate, enjoy, and honor the area's scenic, geological, and
historical resources.

Beyond this overriding constant are rich ironies that effectively illustrate westerners' changing
demands on land and water resources. The City of Rocks was once at the crossroads of
transcontinental travel. It is now on one of the back roads of America, accessed only by those
who seek it, who leave the interstate highway system, and travel along ever-narrowing roads,
through ever shrinking communities.

The historically significant and much-revered axel grease graffiti of those emigrants who
advertized "I was here" — in Oregon Territory, at the border of Mexico, three months from
home and two months from safety is joined by the less significant and often-impugned chalk
stains and bolts of modern climbers. These more ephemeral stamps also advertise "I was
here"; yet Here, now, means Up not West. And the Why of being Here relates to pleasure, to
thrill, to recreation rather than to economic imperative and the search for livelihood. A
similar shift in land values has occurred throughout much of the scenic West.

Despite over a century of land legislation, agricultural innovations, and reclamation projects
designed to conquer and to green the semi-arid West, the City of Rocks accords with
Fremont's 1843 assessment of land where grazing rather than farming "would claim a high
place." What was adequate water for emigrants and their stock proved inadequate for farmers
and their crops. What was a tolerable climate for those passing through, quickly, in August
proved intolerable for those hit by the heavy frosts of September and the frequent snows of
October.

Intensive cultivation of the lands adjacent to the Raft River and its tributaries, from the 1870s
to the present, has dramatically altered the physical landscape. This land has been leveled
and cleared of sagebrush. The willow that once lined the Raft River, providing sustenance for
the beaver and shade for the emigrant wagons, has been cleared. The once-volatile Raft River
no longer reaches the Snake, drained by extensive irrigation ditches and deep-well irrigation.
To a large degree, fields of grain, alfalfa, potatoes, and beets have replaced the early surplus
of sage and bunch grass. The City of Rocks stands in stark contrast to this modern landscape.
Within the reserve, evidence of historic use and occupation is found in faint shadows rather
than the harsh lines of ditch, field, and town: a worn inscription; hints of a wagon road; a
crumbled foundation; indistinct changes in vegetation, indicating a former fence line and
planted field.
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City of Rocks
Historic Resources Study

HISTORICAL CULTURAL RESOURCES IN THE CITY
OF ROCKS NATIONAL RESERVE (continued)

Overland Migration

Resources historically associated with westward migration include:

Trail ruts and topographical indicators of trail routes

Inscription rocks

Geological landmarks with cultural value and historically important viewsheds

Encampment sites.

The first type of resource, includes both small-scale elements such as discontiguous segments
of trail ruts, as well as areas where natural features (either grade or topography) define the
trail route. Trail ruts are sets of parallel tracks left by the wagon wheels. In some areas, only a
single pair of tracks is visible (Figure 19), in others (most notably in Section 23 T16S/R23E),
several pairs of tracks occur roughly parallel to each other. Single sets of tracks tend to occur
in topographically restricted areas, multiple alignments tend to occur in more level areas
where drivers were able to spread out and travel abreast of one another. Multiple tracks may
also be an indication of the need to avoid certain obstacles (e.g., a mud hole after a summer
thundershower, or an eroded boulder).
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Figure 19. Single set of trail ruts on north side of Pinnacle Pass - view to north.

The second indicators of trail alignments are topographic restrictions — usually ridge saddles
or canyons. The entry into the Circle Creek basin at the northeast edge of the reserve is a
good example of a canyon restriction. Here, the close alignment of three steep topographic
features restricts travel from the upper Raft River valley into the Circle Creek basin to two
narrow passages on either side of a small steep-sided knoll (Figures 20 and 21).
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Figure 20. Looking west to City of Rocks entrance near Circle Creek. California
Trail passed on either side of the small conical knoll in center of photo. View is from
county road west of the City of Rocks National Reserve.

Figure 21. Looking east from inside the Circle Creek basin to the small conical knoll
and the two routes of the California Trail. Raft River valley visible in rear-ground of
photo.

Within the reserve, Pinnacle Pass (10CA590) is probably the most prominent topographic
restriction — located in the middle of a long continuous ridge of eroded granite, and marked
on the west side by the Twin Sisters. Traveling east to west, emigrants would have faced a
gradual ascent on the north side, followed by a steeper descent on the south. A distinct set of
ruts is found on both the north and south sides of this pass (Figure 22) through an area
containing moderately deep soil and vegetated primarily with sagebrush, except at the
summit, where bedrock lies very close to the surface. [299]
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Figure 22. Trail ruts on south side of Pinnacle Pass - view to north.

The inscription rocks are primarily located in the vicinity of the Circle Creek basin. A total of
eleven monolithic granite outcroppings have been previously identified that contain
inscriptions (10CA564, 575, 585, 586, 587, 588, 589, 591, 595, 596 and 597). These include
the principal rock formations such as Camp Rock (Figure 23) and Register Rock (Figure 24),
as well as less prominent formations (Figures 25 and 26). Inscriptions are barely visible on
some rocks, having been badly eroded by wind (Figure 27). The most common inscriptions
include the name of the transcriber and the date of the inscription, and are painted on the
rocks with axle grease (Figure 28). A few inscriptions are incised — a more time-consuming
process.
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Figure 23. Camp Rock (10CA504) to right with "Elephant head" and "Pagoda"
(10CA585) to left - view to east.

Figure 24. Register Rock (10CA574). View is to south from County Road - formerly
the California Trail.
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Figure 25. Site 10CA591 - the "Monkey Head" - view to east.
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Figure 26. Detail of inscriptions at the "Monkey's Head" - 10CA591.
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Figure 27. Detail of eroded inscription at 10CA596, "Kaiser's Helmet."

Figure 28. Detail of inscriptions on Register Rock.

Within the reserve the most obvious example of natural features with cultural significance is
the "rock city" that rims the Circle Creek basin. The basin is reported to have been a
preferred campsite for emigrants, graced with a reliable source of water and a natural
meadow. Emigrants on the main California Trail would have seen the outcroppings above the
Little Cove while they were still in the main Raft River valley. However, it is within the
Circle Creek basin that the effect of the outcroppings is most strongly felt. Although it is
actually quite large (one and one-quarter miles east/west by three-quarters of a mile
north/south), the huge scale of the rocks makes the basin appear smaller and more sheltered
than it actually is (Figures 29 and 30). It is not until one walks from one side of the basin to
the other and stands at the base of a large outcrop that one realizes their great size. The
viewshed of the Circle Creek basin, incorporating all lands from the stream channel to the top
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of the peaks that encircle the basin, represents a historically important view and setting for
the Circle Creek encampment and the California Trail. [300]

Figure 29. Looking southwest into Circle Creek basin from main City of Rocks
access road.

Figure 30. Looking north across Circle Creek basin to granite formations that rim the
basin.

Another area that likely was used as an encampment is the basin northeast of the ridge that
contains the Twin Sisters and Pinnacle Pass. Although this area does not appear to contain as
reliable a water supply as the Circle Creek basin, several springs are located in the vicinity.
The broad expanse of the basin bottom would have provided forage for livestock, and the
area in general was a place to rest before the last uphill pull to Pinnacle Pass. As stated
previously, this basin is marked by the Twin Sisters — a prominent landmark — and by the
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rocky ridge and series of bedrock outcrops that rim the west side of the basin. Like the Circle
Creek basin, this area represents a historically important setting for the California Trail.

A separate discussion of the cultural importance of the Twin Sisters is warranted. Both
travelers on the main California Trail (Figure 31) and those using the Salt Lake Alternate
commented on this formation. For those using the Salt Lake Alternate, the Twin Sisters was
the only component of the City of Rocks observable from the trail (see Figure 3). It marked
the junction of the two trails, and for a few, the final point for choosing between California
and Oregon as their final destination.

Figure 31. The Twin Sisters viewed from the Twin Sisters basin - view to west.

The drainage that contains the junction of the two trails also represents a historically
important setting. Here, the Cedar Hills block further southerly progress; east/west progress
is facilitated by a breaks in the topography of the hills. The Salt Lake Alternate enters the
reserve from the east, through Emigrant Canyon. Westward travel along the combined routes
proceeds up a gentle incline, and then down into the valley of Junction Creek.

The historically significant viewsheds described above are integral to the City of Rocks
cultural landscape; their integrity is critical to the integrity of the cultural landscape as a
whole. Consideration should be given to enlarging the reserve boundary to include the
components of historically significant viewsheds that are located outside the present reserve
boundary.
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City of Rocks
Historic Resources Study

HISTORICAL CULTURAL RESOURCES IN THE CITY
OF ROCKS NATIONAL RESERVE (continued)

Recommendations Regarding the National Register Eligibility of Cultural
Resources within City of Rocks National Reserve

HRA recommends that the reserve be nominated to the National Register of Historic Places
as a rural historic landscape, representing two historical themes and associated periods of
significance. The district would qualify for listing under National Register criterion A, under
the area of significance entitled Exploration and Settlement. Figure 42 shows the principal
cultural and natural resources that contribute to its significance, including significant historic
viewsheds that should be considered for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places,
but are outside the reserve boundary. The historic district boundary is the same as the reserve
boundary.
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Figure 42. City of Rocks Cultural Landscape. (click on image for an enlargement in a
new window)

Extant historical cultural resources located within the reserve are associated with westward
emigration and with the settlement era. With regard to the theme of emigration, a discussion
of the character of migration trails is in order. The selection of a trail route is, in essence, a
human response to the natural environment. The individuals who pioneered and promoted
various routes did so on the basis of the needs of the emigrants who would follow. They took
advantage of the natural land contours to seek the path of least resistance (for wagons and
livestock) and, when necessary, diverted to access natural resources (water and livestock
forage), and human services (supply centers, blacksmith shops, etc.). Emigrants attributed
special importance, (cultural value), to various natural features observed along the trail —
usually features that broke the monotony of slow travel through a landscape that changed
little from day to day.

Within City of Rocks National Reserve, the California Trail does not appear as a continuous
set of trail ruts. However, where trail ruts are absent, other resources within the larger trail
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corridor (significant historical views, inscription rocks, and natural landmarks) delineate its
general route through the reserve. When considered as a whole, the resources discussed in
Section 5.1, form a continuous linkage of natural and cultural resources that constitute the
rural historic landscape of the California Trail corridor.

Nested within the California Trail landscape are smaller components representative of the
settlement period. Of the properties associated with this theme, the Tracy's Circle Creek
Ranch comprises a small historic district. This district consists of the ruins of the residential
building cluster, the circulation system of dams and irrigation ditches, and the hay fields.

The Tracy property exhibits several of the characteristics found in rural historic landscapes.
The selection of the original withdrawal, to incorporate the water source and natural meadow,
and the placement of the hayfield adjacent to Circle Creek represent patterns of land use
typical of the early homestead period. The southern property boundary, constructed with
juniper poles and barbed wire, reflects the division of property according to government
surveys, and thus the overall spatial organization of the homestead era. The response to the
natural environment is evident in the selection of construction materials for the buildings in
the residential cluster and the boundary fences, and in the placement of the complex near the
edge of the basin in an area protected from prevailing winds. The cultural tradition of the
former occupants is apparent in the presence of a Mormon hay derrick at the edge of the hay
field, as well as in the use of stone in the dwelling. [306]

Individual sites and structures that contribute to our understanding of the cultural traditions
that characterize the settlement period include the quarry on Mica Knoll, fences that mark the
boundary of homestead withdrawals, and the pole corral on the Eugene Durfee homestead
property. These cultural resources reflect human responses to the natural environment and
patterns of land use of the second period of historical significance.

Although modern, non-contributing improvements occur within the proposed district (e.g.,
the modern county road), they do not detract significantly from the overall character of the
area, which retains its historical appearance. Overall, the district retains sufficient integrity
for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.
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