
Craters of the Moon National Monument 
Arco, Idaho 83213 

N-1419 

Dr. O1i ver Ir. Scott 
431 East 13th St. 
Casper. Wyoadng 82601 

Dear Dr. Scotti 

Decellber 4, 1969 

I regret that I neglected to send you a r~port tor the sU1ll1ler season; I 
actually had little to oollllent on tor that period. In regard to your 
report in the JUDe 1969 AFH, I round the Pied-billed Grebe wintering on 
SUver Creek not SUver Lake (page 50». Also I doubt that aJl1'One could 
locate Niagara Springs on a _p, and to say that it is in central Idaho 
is quite misleading. It 18 looated south ot Wendell, on the Snake River 
in Gooding Count,.. The tact that the location is in the Snake River Canyon 
rather than in the central llOuntains or high desert is inaportant. 

Weathers MUd, d.ry weather prevailed this fall. Some cold, wet weather 
in Ilid~tober seemed to give presage or an early winter, but it was a false 
&lara. Fi va inches of snow tell at Craters ot the Moon, November 7, but none 
has fallen since, and the ground was bare (except on north slopes) at the 
end or the period. 

Idaho Records I 
eo..on Snipe - One observed at a beaver pond in Cottonwood C&n1On, October 

25 &: 30 and November 2 was the first recorded at Craters of the Moon. 
Mourning Dove - One in CoMomIood Canyon, CRMO, November 15 was quite late. 
Saw-whet Owl - A recently kUled bird was picked up troJa the highway 

in the Monument, October 18; it had apparently been hit by a car. 
Clark's Nutcracker - nocks ot several. hundred vera present in the Monument 

through early Septe1Jlber, but numbers dilainisbed after that. They seell 
to llOVe into this area in numbers to teed on limber pine nuts. A few 
are always present. 

Coumaon Bushtit -1, wer~ found on the Snake River at Niagara Springs. 
Gooding County, October 20 and six, Novel8ber ll. The species apparently 
occurs regularly in this locality. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch - NUJIOrous at Craters Of the Moon in late August but 
disappeared in earlT Septellber. 

Dipper - One at a beaver pond in Cottonwood Canyon, October 26 was the first 
tor the Monument. It would have had to have flown overland to reach this 
site. 

Sage Thrasher - A dozen or more frequented the Visitor Center area at cre10 
in late August. 

Pine Grosbeak - One was seen at the Craters ot the MOon Visitor Center, 
October 2l, and the species vas present in the Konu11I8nt untU at lr>ast 
Novelaber 16 with a high count ot 20 in Cottonwood Canyon, NoveJllber 6. 
I had not seen it here previously, although there are a tew other records. 



"-- .. 

Gr~-orowned Ro~ Finoh - ! flook ot about 400 was seen in Cottonwood 
Canyon, CRMO, Ootober 30. 

C01ll!lon Redpoll - Three were seen at the C,aters of the Moon Visitor 
Center, October 19 and one, November 22. 

Red CrossbUl - This speoies invaded the Monul\vmt tor a brier tw in 
late AugustJ the high oount vas about 22, August 21. They had 
apparently departed by September 1. 

~ing Reoords. I made some trips to the Jackson Hole area this fall 
and obtained some interesting records there. 

C~n Loon - One was on Je~ Lake, Grand Teton National Park, October 14. 
Catbird - One was seen at Jackson, September 22. 
WUson's Warbler - One obsorved at close range at Jaokson, October 14 

seemed very' late) it was not injured. 
American Redstart - One vas seen at Jaokson, September 22 and again 

September 23. 
PiDe Grosbeak - A flook of about a dozen was observed siong the Je~ 

Lake TraU, October 14 and again November 3. 
Red Crosb1ll • .. small nook ot about 6 W88 tound along the Jenny Laka 
"lraU, Novellber 3. 

White-winged Crossbill - I was thrUled to tind a nock of about 50 
feeding in Enge11llann apruoe at Hidden Falls, near Jenny Lake, Grand 
Teton National Park, October 14. Both males and te'1l8l.es were present, 
and I watohed them tor about 10 minutes. All field marks, espacially 
the white wing-bars, were olearly seen. I had Observed this species 
previously in Alberta and Minnes~ but never in the western U.S. 

I hope that TOU and your wir. wUl have an enjoyable holiday sasson and 
a 8uooesstul Christmas Count. 

'I 

Sinoerely, 

Dennis L. Carter 
Park Natur'allst 


