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PREFACE 

The Edmund Smith House on Lot 53 in Yorktown was a part 

of the late col oni al and 1781 Yorktown scene, having been 

standing since 1751. The Federal goverrDent acquired it as 

part of the Blow proper ty i n October 1968 and aaade it a part 

o~ Colonial National Historical Park. It is adj acent to the 

z 
Nelson House and for a ora than a c entury and a half its occu-

pants were close neighbors of the Nelsons. A study of tbe his-

tory of the house was called for in Colonial 's Historical 

Resource Study Proposal No. COL-H-l3a. 

The res earch proposal calls for "a general background 

s tudy involving a comprehensive summary and evaluation of data 

about thi s resideuce, its uses and associations, partic ularly 

in the 18th century" wi th concern also to "the grounds and 

setting as well as the structure." These have been the objec-

t i ves of t his report. 

Without the c areful work of Mrs. Frances McLawhorn of the 

Colonial s taff, who prepared the initial typed draft, and of 

Frances Gastellllll of tbe Division of History, who put the aanu-

script i n i ts final tom, this study would not be in tbe usable 

state here presented. 

Yorktown, Virginia 
Charles E. Katc h, J r. 

August 29, 1969 
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Some Early Lot 53 Ownerships 

So~ae six aonths be.tore Tboaas Nelson acquired Lot 52 on 

Main Street in Yorktown where he built tbe Nelson House that 

still stands, "J..awrence Smith Gen! o:f ye psh fjaris'!J? & 

county" o.t York took title to Lot 53 di rectly behind and south 

o.t the Nelson property.1 Smith purchased this half acre lot 

on February 10, 1706, and though the deed contained no r eference 

to earlier grantees, there had been one in Septe~aber 1699 i n 

tbe person o.t "Williaa Simson of Yorke Towne & County 

Taylor." Si~ason failed to build the prescribed house of at 

least twenty feet, however, and .forfeited the lot. Evidently 

J..awrence Sm.i th paid his 180 pounds of tobacco to the "Feoffees" 

and proceeded to build the required structure, .tor he :re•a.ined 

in possession o:f the lot . 2 

Softe thirty years later (January 1734) , Lawrence Smith , 

still of York County and York-Hampton parish , conveyed this 

property to Edrlund (SOiletimes Edmond) Smith, his "Son and Heir 

apparent." The deed description cited it as "joining one Side 

1 . York County Records, Deeds & Bonds , No. 2 (1701-1713), 
p. 227. 

2. Deeds & Bonds, No . 1 (1694-1701) , p. 193. 
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upon Mr . ThOtaas Nelson {.Lots 52 and 4'l7 and on tbe other side 

upon Capt. Jobn Ballard {.Lot ~ and known • •• by the figures 

(53) . " 3 

Edmund Smith in due course, though he did not live here, 

found it necessary to undertake a new, perhaps better, house 

on Lot 53; it was the one now standing there. He likely built 

it expressly for his daughter Mildred, who married David Jaae-

son, a Yorktown merchant. It was under construction at the 

tiNe of Edmund's death early in 1751. In his will, made on 

the preceding DeceNber 18, he had written: "I give and bequeath 

unto my Daughter Mildred S..ith my Lot of Land in York Town where-

on I am now building. It is my Will and desire that the House 

should be finished out of my Estate. n 4 

Perhaps for business reasons, David Jameson and his wife 

Mildred Smith, on January 17, 1753, conveyed this lot "by their 

Indenture of Lease," to Ja.es Tupley, a WilliaMsburg merchant. 

Nine months later Jameson repurchased the property tor 10•; at 

3. Deeds, No. 4 (1729-1740) , p. 332. 

4 . Wills & Inventories, No. 20 (1748-1759), p. 212. The 
will was proved on March 18, 1751. Edmund's son Lawrence inher­
ited all of the "Tract of Land whereon I now live" near Yorktown. 
His will also contained provision tor another son, Thomas, and 
tor a daughter, Mary, as well as for his wife Agnes. A later 
deed recites that lidlaund "devised the same Lot 53 to his Daugh­
ter Mildred now the Wife of the said David Jameson." Deeds, 
No. 5 (1741-1754 ) , P• 560. 
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that ti.aoe it was de$Cribed as "the same Lot whereon the said 

David Jameeon now dwelleth and all houses, etc: . '.S 

5. Deeds, No. 5, p. 560. 
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Lawrence, Edlllun<l, and 
Mi ldred Smith 

Major Lawrence Smith of Gloucester County was a aan o~ 

considerable consequence i n his day. He participated in the 

Indian wars and had led Gloucester aen against Bacon's rebels 

in 1677. Eleven years later he was surveyor for York and 

Gloucester counties when he acquired the Ludlow property north 

of Woraley Creek and southeast of the area of Yorktown. He 

laid out Yorktown in 1691 1 and in 1699 he was recoaaended 

among "the gentlemen of estate and standing" who were suitable 

for appointaent to tbe Council ; be died in 1700 and the honor 

went to his son John, of Gloucester, who inherited his father's 

lands there and who also was county lieutenant-colonel of 

ailitia. 

Another son, Col. Lawrence Smith, inherited his father's 

holdings in York County, where be e stablished himself. He 

served the area well as a i l itia officer, a justice and aeaber 

of the county court , county sheriff, a trustee (feoffee ) of 

Yorktown and aeaber of the House of Burgesses. He aarried 

4 



twice--~irst Mildred Chisaan, 6 and aecoDd Mildred Read. 7 All 

told he ~d eight children. 8 

Colonel Lawrence 's will disposed of his estate with pro-

visions ~or his children and his survivin9 wi fe . l!danmd, the 

oldest son, recei ved property southeast of Yorktown adjoining 

the home site (which was earaarked for son Robert ~ter tbe 

l ife interest~ his step-mother) , an interest in h is father ' s 

mill plus "all the negroes, stocks, Goods, House-hold stuff 

and all other personal Estate that I have forserly Possessed 

him wi thall." Several years prior to his death Lawrence bad 

conveyed Lot 53 in Yorktown to Bdnund. 9 

Edmund Smith married Agnes, the daughter of Richard 

Sclater of York County and Mary Nutting, and lived j ust outside 

of Yorktown. They bad ~our cbildren--~tildred, Lawrence, Thomas, 

6 . Mildred Chisman was the daughter of Capt . Thomas 
Chiman and Elizabeth , daughter of Col. George Read. 

7. Mildred Read was the daUSihter of John Read, eldest 
son of Col. George Read, and Mary, daughter of John Lilly. 

8. Edmund, Lawrt>nce, and Robert by Mildrt>d Chisaan, aDd 
Margaret , Catherine , Robert, Lucy, and Lawrence by Mildred Read . 

9. This account is drawn in large measure, except as 
noted, from Lyon c. Tyler's "Telllple Farm," in The William and 
Mary C~2_e_guarterly, lst Series, !!• 5-15. 

5 



a.nd Mary. Mildred inherited Lot 53, on wbicb Bcalllld was 

building the house at the time ot his death early in 1751.10 

10 . Wills & Inventories, No. 20, p. 212. Aaong other 
property, Edmund had lands in Spotsylvania. Tbese he wanted 
to be sold tor the use of his estate and tor paying his 
"youngest daughters legacy." This was 1.300 to Mary. 

6 



David Ja.eson and His 
Nephew, John 

David Jameson of Scottish faaily, was the son of Ja.oes 

Jameson of Essex County, Virginia. He moved to Yorktown, where 

he became a respected citizen and one of the aore successful 

merchants in this then"busy port town. He was in Yorktown at 

least by June 1751, for be advertised in the Virgini.a Gazette 

that ''Mr. David Jameson in York, Merchant" was available to 

book cargo for a ship freighting tobacco for Liverpool at •1 

per ton.ll Virginia Gazette entries through the years show 

Jameson to be a aan of varied business and aercantile interests. 

He was concerned with the sale of lands, slaves, and indentured 

servants, with tbe settlement of estates, with freighting ships 

with cargoes, and, froa tiae to tae, with the management of 

lotter ies . 12 

Jameson married Mildren Saith, whose brother, Lawrence, 

apprenticed himself to Jameson "to learn the art of aerchantdize 

11. Issue of June 20. A similar notice appeared on 
June 12, 1752, regarding the ship Alice, a new vessel with a 
300 hogshead capacity, which was then "lying at West-Port up 
the York River." Cust011ters could, the announce-nt said, 
freight their "Tobacco at 6• per Ton" with "Liberty of Consign­
aent, to any Merchant in Liverpool." Virginia Gazette, June 12, 
1752. 

12. Virgini.a Gazette Index, 1736"1780 by Lester J, Cappon 
and Stella F. Duff (Williamsburg, 1950), I, 614. 
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and book keeping • .,l3 He and Mildren aade their hoae on Lot 53, 

though he came to own other property as well. In 1754 he 

acquired froa ThODas Archer a 28 by 20 foot store, or store­

house, "at the •aterside. "14 Perhaps it was near this place 

that "Mr. David Ja~~eson 's lower garden," mentioned in 1770, 

was located.l5 It was not until 1784 that he bought Lot 42 

and its development fr011 Dudley Digges and his wife Elizabeth . 

The purchase cost hia 1.175 and included the old brick store­

house and two shops, one of thea occupied by a tailor . 16 

In his time Jaaeson was active as aerchant, scientist, 

and statesman. In 1773 and 1774 he was treasurer of the 

"Society for the PrODOtion of Useful Knowledge," organized at 

Williamsburg in May 1773 with John Clayton, the botanist, as 

pres ident. Ja.eson and John Page of Rosewell, who succeeded 

Clayton as cbairaan of the Society , conducted exper iaents in 

the ~~easurement o! dew and raint'all with an instrWDent of their 

13. Tyler, "Te11ple Farm," William and Mary Quarterly , lst 
Series , II, 11-13. 

14 . Charles S. Hatch, Jr., "An Historical Report on Archer 
Cottage ••• , (mimeographed National Park Service report dated 
December 15, 1957), pp. 76, 111. 

15. Virgini a Gazette (Purdie and Dixon) , April 5 issue. 

16. Deed Book, No. 6 (1777-1791), p. 223 . A report on 
Lot 42 and the Thoaas Pate House i s in preparation by the 
author of this study. 
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own invention. These are said to have been the first s1aeh 

e.xper:l.ents of their kind in "-erica and, accord.ing to Page, 

"the fir st with such an instru.ent in the world. ul7 

Jameson remained active in Revol~tionary War aattera 

througho~t the conflict, being elected to the Virginia Senate 

in 1776 and also aade a manager of Virginia's salt works. In 

1777 be was naaed to the Virginia Council, Patrick Henry's 

Privy Counci1.18 He contin~ed his long-established -rcantile 

activities, being interested in both public trade and private 

s~pply, and d~ing this period s~pplies !or Virginia were di!­

fic~t to obtain. 19 In 1781 be beca.e Lieutenant-Governot 

~et Tb0111as Nelson, Jr., and when Nelson becaae ill and ~ble 

to attend to b~siness it devolved ~pon Jameson to carry on !ot 

11. Lyon G. Tyler , Encyclopedia ot Virginia Biography 
(New York, 1915), II, 329; Frances N. Mason, ed., John Norton 
& Sons • , • Merchants ••• Papers (Richmond, 1937), p. 510. 

18 , Tyler , Encyclopedia of Virginia Biography, g, 329; 
Virginia GazeUe Index, !• 614. 

19. This comes thro~h to some extent i n a letter which 
Jameson wrote to "J~ynal & Co . " on November 11, 1777. In this 
it was explai ned that: "It /;hen this was teceivecl7 there is 
no war between France and england goods sbip'd by yo~ to Cape 
Francois in French Bot toms and as French Property will be sate 
and will be insured at a low premium. When the goods arrive 
at Cape Francois and are delivered to our Agent there Rawleigh 
Colston Bs~ he will send them in our fast sailing Boats i nto 
the waters of North Car olina at vety little risk and they will 
be safely conveyed inland to Virginia. " Virginia Mag~Uine of 
History and Biography, ~· 285 . 
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a period of several weeks in August 1781. Later when Nelson 

left Ricbaond and joined the araies for the duration of the 

Siege of Yorktown, Jaaeson remained ill the capital to work with 

the governaent, especially wi tb the Council . Lacking any real 

authority, be bad a very difficu.lt tiae, and be urged Nelsoo 

to return to Ricbaond, but Nelson wanted to remain at Yorktown. 

After the Revolution Jaaeson remained politically active to 

some extent, being in the Virginia Senate in 1781, 1782 and 

1783. In this period, too, be was considered one of two 

"Senior magistrates" of York County; tbe other aagiatrate was 

General Nelson.20 

Jameson was also active in the incorporatioo of Yorktown 

in 1787 following the enabling legislation of the Virginia 

Assembly passed in 1785. He acted as recorder at the organiza-

tiona1 meeting of the new Borough of York's Comaon Council on 

March 16, 1787,21 and "adainistered the oaths prescribed by Law 

20. A Register of the General Assembly of Virginia, 1776-
1918 by Earl G. Swem and John w. Williaas (Ricbaond, 1918), p. 
391; The Calendar of Virginia State Papers , III, 263 ; Baory G. 
Bvans, The Nelsons : A Biographical Study of a Virginia Faaily 
in the Eighteenth Century (University of Virginia Dissertation, 
1957 , reproduced in "0-P Book" form, 1967, for Colooia1 NHP ) , 
PP• 331-32, 336ft . 

21. This meeting "at the Court House" was the day after 
the election of tbe councilors by "The Freeholders Inhabitants 
of the TOWD of York." 

10 



~or the elected o~~icials. 22 Aaong the twelve aeabers elected 

to the Council was John J-eson, David's nephew. John, also a 

resident o~ Yorktown, would the next year be elec ted "Recorder" 

by his ~ellow councilors. 23 

John had had a long Revolutionary War Mrvice, having 

bec011e a captaiD of the Virginia Dragoons in 1776 and a 11ajor 

in the First Continental Dr39oons in 1777. That s-e year be 

was tranuerred to tbe Second Continenta.l Dragoons. Wounded 

at Valley Forge in January 1778, be became a lieutenant-

colonel in August o~ the ~ollowing year. He served in this 

rank until the close at the war. Reportedly, he participated 

in the capture o~ Major John Andre in Septe11ber 1780 . 24 

At her death in 1778 , Mildren Jameson was buried in the 

Saith ~amily ceaetery on the old "Ludlow Tract" on Woraley 

Creek, then owned by Augustine Moore, who had married Lucy 

s.ith, her aunt . Mi ldren's t0111b carried the Jaaeson aras,25 

22. York County Records, Husting Court Records (1787-1793), 
P• 3, 

23. Ibid., PP• 43, 57. 

24. John H. Gwatbaey, Hist orical Register o~ Virginians in 
the Revolution .• • 1775-1783 (Ricbaond, 1938), p. 413; Virginia 
Magazine o~ History and Biography, !!!• 92. John received 7,416 
acres o~ land ~or his service. 

25. The aras on the toab include the Jaaeson ( "az a sol tier 
cantoned with 4 sbips under sail, ar. ") iapaled with the Saith 
( "az. a chevron between three acorns leaved and slipped, ar. ") . 
Virginia Maoazine o~ History and Biography, ~. 285 (Note). 

11 

-------------· 



featuring ships under sail with pennants and a aotto "vive 

ut vivas. ,.26 David l ived on until 1793 and by his wi ll, :tiled 

in the Hustings Court Records of Yorktown, 27 he bequeathed 

"o- aoiety of my Estate both real a. personal" to Jobn Ja~~~eson 

of Yorktown and one "moiety to David Jameson o:t Culpeper and 

David Jameson, Jr. , of Caroline ." All were nephews ; he and 

Mildred left no sons or daughters. 

Jameson had IIIAde his will on October 14, 1792, "being of 

sound mind, but at present of indifferent health." Since he 

did not hold office i n the new town government and since he 

disposed of waterfront business property i n 1788, 28 it aay be 

that his poor health was chronic . Perhaps there is a reflection 

of the man in the codicil to his will that was accepted in court 

26. The inscription on this tomb in the Moore House buri al 
ground reads: 

Underneath this aarble lies the Body of 
Mi ldred Jaaeson, 

Wife of David Jaaeson, 
and Daughter of 

Edmund and Agnes Smith 
of York County 

She depa.rted this Life 
the lOth Day of Dec ember, 1778, 

in the Forty-sixth Year of Her Age 

27. Page 39. 

28 . In March 1788 he sold his lots 90 and 91 to Sarah 
Cooke for 150 pounds. This was property to which he established 
~ership by £Urchase froa the trustees when the waterfront 
/town co1111110ns/ was surveyed for release to private ownership 
}ust three aouths before . Husting Court Records, P• 2. 

12 



on July 22, 1793 , &tter his death . It made disposition of 

three slaves--"a Negroe Man," "a Negro Girl," and "a aulattoe 

Boy." 

Mr. David Jameson of York desired me /william 
Reynolds, a friend and neighboi7 to add by-way of 
Codecile to his Will that Cupid & Frank two of his 
Slaves should at his decease be Eaancipated the 
last mentioned to be bound out to soae Trade by 
the administrators of his Will and that Grace a 
Girl at present !~ut the House should be given to 
Mr_! Mary Mennis. 

His administrators were three nephews who gave "Bond in the 

sum of Thirty thousand pounds with William Goosley, Williaa 

Cary and William Reynolds L.'ill of Yorkt<>III!V as their sec uri ties." 

29. Ibid., pp. 39-40. Evidently Jameson and William 
Reynolds had been friends and neighbors for many years and 
often worked together as in 1782 when they were to secure tim­
ber for "the Barracks. " But in this instance, at least prior 
to August 19, they had been unsuccessful. Those who earlier 
had supplied timber had now lost their "sawyers" and others 
had a pile of back orders. Calendar of Virginia State Papers, 
!!!.· 263 . 

13 
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Insurance Records and Lot 53 
(a lot of dependency chanpes) 

As in the case of t .he Nelson House and Lots 52 and 48 io 

Yorktown, there is good coverage (seven policies) 30 for the 

Edaund Saith House and Lot, but unfortunately it is for a 

shorter span of tiae. The earliest policy is dated 1819 and 

details five structures, each of tbea a kind typical of the 

eighteenth century. Perhaps all, or most, ot them could be 

survivals froa the period of the Siege of 1781 though there 

had been a lapse of forty years. The 1820 policy adds a sixth 

unit--an "old stable, wood. " The language of the policy is 

such that the stable obviously existed before 1819. 

The aain residence on Lot 53 was located near the east 

corner of the lot with the dependencies on the southwest halt, 

aore particularly in its south quadrant. The units in the 

group weft: 

1 (A) Dwelling ( listed as "Dwelling & Tavern" in 1838) 

2 ( B ) Lav.Ddry 

30 . Mutual Assurance Society of Virginia Policies Nos. 
1401 (1819); 7611 (1820); 5047 (1823); 10767 (1838); 14 , 293 
(1846) ; 17298 (1852) and 21355 (1860). Society records are i n 
the Virginia State Library. The plot drawing froa each of the 
policies in 1819, 1820, 1838 and 1852 are reproduced as Illus­
trations Nos. 2-5 ot this report. 

14 
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3 (C) Kitchen 

4 Dairy 

S S.Okehouse 

6 "old stable, wood" 

The 1819 polic y also carried this notation: "The Buildi ng A 

is contiguous within thirty feet to four wooden buildings. 

The Buildings 8 and C are contiguous to three wooden buildi ngs , 

and to one Brick building covered with wood. " 

1 (A) , In 1819 the "Dwelling," the principal unit i n the 

group , was described as "Brick covered with wood-one story high" 

aeasuring 40 by 28 feet, though in 1830 t he aeasure~ents were 

given as 44 by 21. 31 Beginning in 1838 the policies list the 

house a s one and a half stories high. This statement need not 

nece ssarily suggest building alteration as it was not accoa-

panied by any s igni.ficant change in insurance evaluation. A 

case can be aade that the "one story" designation i n earlier 

policies actually could, and did, include a full s tory plus a 

dor~~ered second floor. It is also true that in 1838 the struc-

ture was listed as a "Dwell i ng a. Tavern, " and this innovation 

was accompanied at least by some dependency c hanges on the 

property . 

31. The 44 by 27 was repeated i n 1838 but in 1860 i t was 
described as 44 by 28. 

15 



There was a significant increase in the evaluation of the 

"Dwelling House" in 1852, up to $2,500 fro10 $1,500 in 1846. 

Part of this evaluation, perhaps, was the now developed "Front 

yard, Porch, & C" between the residence and the "Cross Street ... 

2 (B). The ,.Laundry,. was not wood entire,. and measured 

16 by 18 feet in 1820, being located southwestward, or diago-

nally westward, of tbe aain house. It was shown beyond the 

dairy. In 1838 its measurements were given as 16 by 16. 

Likely it perished as tbere is no reference to it as such after 

this date. By 1846 it bad been converted to a ,.Wood Kitchen," 

(now listed as "C"), or replaced by it. 

3 (C) . The Kitchen, too, was i nitially listed as "wood 

entire, one story" and aea suring 16 by 20 feet. It see11ingly 

continued in use as a kitchen until some tiae prior to 1846.
32 

At this date it was listed as "B Wood Work Shop" and then it 

disappears. Prior to 1852 there was a new "Kitchen /B7 of Wood 

. 33 . i with Shed 18 by 30," the shed be1n9 on the back. Th1S bu ld-

iog, sooae 17 feet distant frOfll the west corner of the residence, 

occupied the for .. r site of the dairy. 

32. It was listed in 1838 as ' 'C Kitchen of wood, one 
Story 20 by 16." 

33 . In 1846 the kitchen 11ay have been te~aporarily in the 
old laundry with the forlller kitchen building being the now 
"Wood Work Shop." 

16 
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4. In 1819 the "Dairy" was a small, square, structure 

between the laundry and the residence, bui lt altogether of wood. 

Bvidently it retaained through 1838, when it was described as 

"f'" -•suring 10 by 10. There is some illdic ation from the 1846 

policy that it was then used as a saokehouse. In 1852 it was 

moved, or replaced by another 10 by 10 structure of wood . It 

was now in the area of the for•er laundry. A't 'this date, and 

in 1160 , it was carried with a building "C" listiDg and located 

six feet from the south corner of the new k i tchen. 

5 . The "SII.oke House" stood near the south corner of the 

lot between the kitche n and t he cross street. This too was of 

al l wood construct ion. It remained here through 1818, when it 

was de scr ibed as "SII.oke house and sheds of wood 16 by 16 feet ." 

By 1846 it appears to have either vanished or been relocated to 

the area beyond the west corner of the residence where the dairy 

had been. In 1852 it evidently bad been replaced by a new str\IC­

ture in the old location , being then described as "D. Slloke 

house & shed 10 x 27" to which was attached, on the southwest 

end, a "Crib for Corn . " 

~ The "old stable" was near the southwest lot l ine, 

between it and the kitc hen, and in 1820 must have bee n near the 

end of i ts u seful.ness , though in 1823 it existed by iaplication 

since five structures were said to be on t he lot . It was one 

17 



of the "two other wooden bui~dings." In 1838 a new "stable, 

wood" {"B") see111s to have been bvilt in the very south corner 

of the lot. 

Insurance 8valuations: 

1819 ill2. 1823 ill! 

Dwelling 3050 1700 1500 1700{A) 

Laundry 350 175 200 100{8) 

Kitchen 350 150 200 lOO{C) 

Dairy - f' 

S~:~okebouse - 0 

Old Stable--
1820 

Stable--1838 • E 

3,750 2,025 1,900 1,900 

~ 

1500 

100 

100 

1,700 

2500 2000 

250{8) 250 

lOO(C) lOO{C) 

100{0) 

2,950 2,350 

34, This policy was reduced in total values in 1866 to 
$1,600 for the dwelling and $280 for kitchen and dairy c0111bined. 
Ten years later it was dropped to $1,200 on the dwelling and 
nothing on the dependencies. It reNained at this level in 1877. 
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Survival and Refitting 

The Bdmund S.ith House is the aost precisely dated one 

in Yorktown, since it was under construction when BdDund Smith 

died early in 1751 and he provided in his will for its comple­

tion. It was first occupied by David Jameson aDd his wife 

Mildred, who resided here until their deaths in 1793 and 1778 

respectively. Alexander Berthier shows it on his plan of York­

town, which he evidently detailed for billeting purposes for 

French troops in the winter of 1781-1782.35 He shows the resi­

dence and two outbuildings, or dependencies. The buildings 

generally correspond in location to tbe "Laundry" and ''Kitchen" 

of the insurance plan of 1819.36 For some reason the Bertbier 

plan indicates an enclosure, or fence, eabracing this house, 

its two dependencies, the Nelson House, and one Bide of the 

Nelson House kitchen. This must have been for SOllie particular 

ailitary use as the Nelson and Jameson properties were never 

under a single ownership until this century when the Blow 

family acquired it. 

35. See Illustration No. 1. 

36. See I~lustration No. 2. 
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On the death of Jaaeaon, tbh reaidence bee ... the h011e 

in 1796 as "the house of John Jaaeson," and in 1810 notations 

on another policy stated that the lot was Jaaeson property and 

i .ncladed "John Jaaieson buildiags. •.37 

Fro11 Jueaon the property passed, by 1815, to Major th011as 

Griffin of Yorktown.
38 

He was a leading town citizen at that 

tU.e and bad served in Co119re .. in the 1803..05 seasions. Also 

be often served in the Virginia House of Delegates in the period 

between 1793 and 1830. Griffin bad participated, too, in the 

battle near Hampton wben the ailitia clashed with the British 

on June 25, 1813, during the War of 1812. He had married his 

cousin Mary, the daughter of Judge Cyrus Griffin.
39 

The insurance policy for the house and dependencies on 

Lot 53 was drawn for Thomas Griffin in 1819. He was described 

as the owner, but the property was "now occupied by no person" 

37. These are froca Mutual Assurance Society policies 
covering adjacent Lot 52 and the Nelson House. 

38. Other policies for Lot 52 substantiate Griffin owner­
ship of Lot 53 and its buildings in 1815, 1823, and 1830, and 
in 1838 note it as "Frederick 8. Powers lot late Griffins." 
It contiDuad in the Power estate at least into 1846. 

39. Tylers QuArterly Historical and Genealogical Magazine, 
!• 151; Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, !• 256. 



and the bounds -re listed as "Burts lot" on the southwest, 

Nelson "lots" on the northeast and northwest, and "a Cross 

Street on the SB. " By the tilae of the drawi ng up of tbe 1820 

policy Griffin evidently bad found a lessee f or "•y buildings 

on a cross street in York Town" as tbey -r• "now occupied by 

one Willi a. Fou1hee." However , by 1823 Griffin hila self h&d 

aoved to tbe property, as it was stated that tbe buildings and 

preaises "are occupied by bia ." He died on October 7 , 1836. 

By 1838 the property had passed to Frederick B. Power , 

wbo seeaingly bad opened a tavern here and done SOIM reDOVation. • o 

There was no reference to tavern u se in 1S.6, when the property 

was occupied by Jaaes F. Power. It re&ained bounded by Williaa 

Nelson lots, Samuel Sbeild' s estate, and tbe cross street. In 

1852 tbe "underwritten" was Wi lliam s. Nallicote, wbo seeaingly 

had -de a goodly n-ber of chaft98S in the structures on the 

property. • 1 Mallicote t ook another policy in 1860 whic h was 

continuP.d at a reduced evaluation i n 1866, 1876 and 1877.42 

40 . There bad been a change of neighbor on adjacent Lot 
54. Tbis was now "Saauel Sbeild formerly Burts l o t s.w." 

41. Neighbors then were (1) "Nelsons Dwelling &<: 120 feet 
ott " on tbe northeast, (2) ' 'Nelson 's garden and o pen l o t s" on 
the northwest, and (3) tbe ' 'W.H . Sbeild ~lli119 &c" on the 
southwest. 

42. A Nels on Hous e insurance policy in 1853 aentions that 
" Williaa s. Mallicote 's bouse and Lot" forll8d its iaaediate 
southwes t bound, Policy No. 21355. 
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Becau11e of his l ong a ssociation with tbe residence, the hOlM 

on Lot 53 becaae known as the Mallicote Hou se , a usage that 

continued into this century . 

After the Civil War the Edmund Saith House continued its 

quiet and unpublicized way, seldom being mentioned i n the 

record and evidently seldom a photographer ' s subj ect . The York 

County Land Books indicate little change except decline , j udgi ng 

by the monetary value assigned for tax purposes, This saae 

situation is reflected in insurance value drop as mentioned 

earli er.43 

Mr. J . R, Chandler, who was a youth at the turn of the 

century, remembers the house very well at t hat tiae. He reports 

that i ts c ondition was not particularly good. At one time, when 

the "Hudgins" family was in residence, the kitchen and living 

r oom were in the full basement . He remember s , too, a small porch 

on the front aucb like tbat now on the old Sessions (Sbeild) 

House close by. Likely this porch was the one added by Mallicote 

in tbe aid-ninet eenth century. Chandler knew the Mallicote House 

43. Its taxable value i n 1879 was l isted as $500 ($50 for 
the l ot , $450 for the bouse). It then was a part of the Alexan­
der Tabb Estate. The 1880 evaluation was the same, as it was 
again in 1883, By 1891 it had droppt!O to $300 and in 1911-12 
t o $200. To admit of soae c omparison, in these saae yeare, the 
Nelson House and lot was $1,250 (1880), $800 ( 1891), and $1,150 
( 1911- 12). 
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nane, but did not know its origin.44 Mrs. "'· L. Scott , another 

who was born and reared in Yorktown, indicated that the house 

in 1913, when she was a first grader, saw t .. porary service as 

a school that year due to overcrowding i n the regular school 

building . She remembered, too, that one of the fireplaces was 

"burned through" and "there could be a :tire only i n the corner 

of it . "45 Neither Mr. Chandler, nor Mrs. Sc:ott, bas recollection 

of the dependent structures for the bouse, and lack of reference 

would indicate their disappearance before the turn ot the nine-

teenth century . 

In due course the heirs o:t A. C. Tabb, whose ownership 

.followed that ot Mallicote, i n November 1911 sold "All that cer -

tain house and lot (53)" to George L. and Herbert L. Smith for 

five hundred dollars. Four year• later the Smiths sold part of 

the lot "tooether with the building thereon which said building 

is known as the 'Mallecote House'" to George P. Blow of La Sall ..- , 

Illinois. Two years later Blow, i n a s..-cond transaction with 

44. Mr. Chandler, a long-tille resident of Yorktown, 82 
years of age, was i nterviewed by the writer in August 1969. He 
also related a ghost story that the old-tiaers, especially th..­
Negroes, often mention wben he was a youngster, and later as -u. ~e a year or so, a •all light appears on th..- wall at 
night and with it a hand that writes. 

45. Mrs. "'· L. (Let t ie Sh..-ild) Scott. 
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the Saiths, acquired the reaainder of the lot.46 This 

incorporated the old lot and house into B~ow 's York Hall 

Estate. Estate plans and development .ere the work of the 

architectural firm of Griffin & Wynkoop (particularly Percy 

Griffin ) of New York. Landscaping and grounds treatment was 

the work of Charles F. Gillette of Richmond.47 

In a published account of the restoration of the Edaund 

Saith House, the architectural fira reported: 

The grounds of York Hall include a Slll~l building 
once used as a school house ••• recalling in its 
lines the early English cottage, and this has been 
fitted up as a guest house. Origin~ly fronting 
upon the road its entrance has been changed so that 
it now faces i nto the grounds about the Hall from 
which it is reached by a broad walk. The formal 
garden has been restored L!7 and in its arrangement 
.-d in the setting of the guest house the landscape 
architect has used much ot t he old box which was 
originally upon the grounds .48 

46 . The sale pric4.'s were five hundre<l and a thousand 
dollars respectively. Deed Book, No. 31, p. 31; No. 34, p. 
117; No. 35, p. 387. 

47 . For a mor4.' co.plete account of the York Hall Estate , 
see Charles E. Hatch, Jr., "The Nelson House and the Nelsons" 
(National Park Service report now in process in the Division of 
History, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation), par­
ticu.larly Chapter IX. 

48 . "Re storation ot a Southern Colonia.l Estate, 'York Hall,' 
The Residence of Captain George P. Blow, Yorktown, va." by Grif­
fen & Wynkoop, Architects, The Architectural Forum (Rogers and 
Mason Co. , publishers), December 1921, pp. 219-20. 
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The account includes illustrations with one before (a rear 

v i ew) and several completion views, all exteriors. Convert ing 

the house into a dependent structure gave the ba.e a character 

that it never bad in colonial tiDes, when it was a residence 

property in its own r ight. It also led to adding two aore 

dormer wi ndows on tbt- rear (tbe new froat) to bring the nWIIber 

up to four ,49 to equal the nuaber on the street front. Archi­

tectural study will likely indicate other changes in fenestra­

tion and otherwise produced by "the restoration. " 

4 9. Ibid., P• 216. 
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No. ~. Tbe A~exaDder Bertbier P1UI cd Yorktown, 1781. 
(Added arr- poiuta to tbe Edllund Saitb HouM 
Uld ita two de1iDeated depeDdenc i .. ). 

Tbia ia doc-t No. 29 ill tlle Bertbier Papers, 
PriDCetOD UDiveraity Library. 
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No. 2. Plot Plan t'roa Mlltll&l AaauraDCe Society Policy t'or 
(16571) Lot 53 iD 1819. 

(Froa negative pbotoatat ot' docuaent in tbe Society 
Papers in the Virginia State Library) • 

• 



Illustr ation NO . 2 



No. 3 . Plot PlaA ~r<* Nataal A•sw:ux:e Society Policy ~or 
(16.570) Lot S3 ill 1820. 

(Fr<* aegative pboto•tat). 



I11us~ration No . 3 



ItO. •· Plot Pl- ~J:- Mat.al AaRJ:aDCe Society Policy ~or 
(16572) Lot 53 iD 1838. 

(Proa aegative pbotoatat). 



lllustration No . 4 



Mo. s. Plot Ple ~ro. *t.-l. Aa.araac:e Society Policy ~or 
(16573) Lot 53 iD 1&53. 

(Proa negatiYe pbotoatat) 



Illustra~ion No. 5 



Mo. 6. Mela- HOUM and KitcbeD Cbt.ney with Cbianey Stacka 
oL Bda~d S.itb Houae on Extre .. Right . Mote privy 
juat behind S.ith House. 



tllus~ration ~ . 6 



Mo. 7 
(16543 ) 

Jl'xont (Str~) Vi- fd 114amld Sahb Hoaae J\la"t Pri or 
to Ita R-cwation aa a York Hall Batate Gaeat CottA94f. 

No te r_.i.na fd ~1 ~ront porcb, probably tb&t 
added at aid-at.eteectb ceDtary by Williaa s. Nallicote. 



Illustration No . 7 



No. 8. llda'IIDd s.itb HcNM (Hehoa RouM iD backgromad) .hast 
Atter Its Coaversioa to a O..st Cottage. 

(Aboat 1920, a print tr- a Mgative ot w. L. SCott, 
Yorkt-, Virgillia). 

lintr&DCe bas bee ch•nged tr- street trout (rigbt) 
to growada ii'Oilt (bue). two clol'aeu bave buD added 
to tiM two that -1'• oa tiM back (SII'oaDda tl'oat -). 



Illustration No . 8 
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