





United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Klondike Gold Rush National Historical Park
P.O. Box 517
Skagway, Alaska 99840-0517

[N REPLY REFER TO:

Dear Reader;

I am pleased to provide you with a copy of “Klondike Gold Rush National Historical Park
Ethnographic Overview and Assessment” written by Thomas F. Thomton, with contributions
by Deborah McBride, Saurabh Gupta, the Carcross-Tagish First Nations, Chilkat Indian
Village, Chilkoot Indian Association, and the Skaqua Traditional Council.

The Coastal and Inland Tlingit and Tagish of the greater Chilkoot area have deep and profound
ties to the landscape now encompassed by the Klondike Gold Rush National Historical Park,
the Skagway Historic District and White Pass National Historic Landmark, and the Dyea and
Chilkoot Trail National Historic Landmark. Before, during, and after the Klondike Gold Rush
of 1897-1898, the indigenous peoples on both sides of the present international border lived off
these lands, surviving and flourishing despite the onslaughts of both nature and man. This
ethnographic overview and assessment aims to serve as a building block toward further
understanding of the rich Native history and cultural values within the park and as a catalyst for
further collaborative efforts with area tribes and First Nations.

We welcome your comments. If you would like additional copies or have comments, please
contact the park at the address above or phone (907) 983-2921 or visit our web site at
http://www .nps.gov/klgo/.

Sincerely,

J__,Q —

Jim Corless
Superintendent

Enclosure






A NOTE ON THE PRONUNCIATION AND SPELLING OF NATIVE WORDS

With onc exception, the spelling of Tlingit words conforms to the accepted popular
orthography first develtoped by Constance M. Naish and Gillian L., Story and revised by
Jett Leer and Nora Marks Florendo Dauenhauer m 1972 (Dauenbaucr and Daucenhauer,
Beginning Tlingit. Scealaska leritage Foundation. 1991). The exception concerns the uvular
(or “back of the throat™) consonants that in the earlicr orthography were represented by an
underlined g (g). k (k). and x, (x). Because ot difficulties in using the underlined characters
on maps and in databases, the underline has been replaced by an “h™ after the consonant,
Thus, g becomes gh, k become kh, and X becomes xh.

Coastal Tlingit has four long vowcels and four short vowels. represented and pro-
nounced as follows:

' Tlingit Vowel | Asinthe English | Tlingit Example

LA Was. tas (thread) |

Aa__ | Saab(aSwedish automobile) | taan(sealion)
E_ = Teny _ |_t¢ (stonge) . ‘J
Ei Vein | yeis (horse clams)
1 g i Hn ' hit (house)

L Ee Seek s’eck (black bear) |
L - APl | nakt (male grouse)
0o 1 Moon | iy Xoots (brown bear) |

Vowcels may be pronounced with either a high (a) or low (a) tonce. In northemn Tlingit the low
tone 1s unmarked. In southern Thngit both tones are marked.

Important Native concepts and names for places are italicized in the text. Personal
and social group names, however, are not.
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gits " ultimate demotion (or perhaps 1 should
say “fall,” given the Edenic iconography of
parks) in the park’s meta narrative from the
exalted status of capitalist controllers to a
mor¢ humble wage-laboring purgatory as
“packers™ for white stampeders as the gold
rush exploded in 1898. Still. anccdotes and
photos reveal Natives labored stoically, car-
ried large loads, and were often well-paid for
their work: Tlingits especially drove a hard
bargain for their services, sometimes leav-
g cheapskate gold panners high and dry
with their supplies. Thus the strong-backed,
cntreprencurial. indigenous packers take their
place alongside the white gold diggers, fron-
tier traders, bootleggers, gamblers, pimps,
whores, lawmen, and other cecentric charac-
ters in the Park Service’s pageant of frontier
history.

But ncither of the Native roles is
cxamined in much detail. and the packer role
proves 1o be short-lived. By 1900, with the
advent of the White Pass railroad, Thingit
packers are altogether out ol'a job; and Na-
tives are further marginalized on the border-
lands of history. They become, to rephrase
Eric Wolt, “The People with No More His-
tory.” It could be argued that, inasmuch as
the park commemorates only the gold rush
period. this s not inappropriate. But that is
a myopic and narrow view. Instead we must
ask: Why commemorate only the bricf gold
rush period in the first place”? What 1s be-
g celebrated, and what 1s being ignored?
A vood deal of what has been celebrated n
connection with the gold rush to date has
been bound up with prevailing themes of a
national identity —c.g., the frontier spirit,
rugged individualism, and so on- - at the
expense of minority peoples” identities and
histories. Recently, revisionists have begun

to examine the cultural and political forces
involved in the commemoration process
itselt, and how contests over meaning in his-
torical commemoration get plaved out along
cthnie, regional. national, and other lines (cf.
Camcron 2000, Neufeld 2001. 2002, Marsh
2001). Neuteld (2002:27) poses the key
question pointedly: “Has national commemo-
ratton actually contributed to the destruction
of aboriginal culture through its power ol de-
fining what has meaning and what has not?”

[n this context, the prospect of recov-
cring Native history may seem daunting and
the idea of “re-colonizing” the park hardly
worthwhile. But to local Natives (and hope-
fully to the parks, too) these are worthwhile
projects becaunsce. as Chiet Carvill suggests
for the neighboring Carcross Tlingit and
Tagish pcople, their history and identity arc
at stake-—a history and collective identity
that did not begin or end with the gold rush,
is not synonymous with U.S. or Canadian
history. and which continues to flourish
today. The imagined Indian may be an ¢xoti-
cally appcaling icon to the annual onslaugin
of 750,000 or so flceting tourists, eager to
consume the local flavor; but, as we shall
sce, the actual Natives arce really much more
imteresting and diverse than their commemo-
rated caricatures, and their stories ofter valu-
able 1deas about how to improve the park’s
interpretive, cultural and natural resource
programs.

As a prelude to this larger project. let
us briefly explore the lives of two legendary
gold rush figures, Lunaat” (*Chilkoot Chiet™)
and Keish (“Skookum JIim™), from multiple,
contesting perspectives.

In the “official™ gold rush history the
coastal Thngit chief Lunaat™ 1s a tragic foil
for the gold rush stampede heroes. He stands
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CHAPTER |: Project Background

Figure 1. Lukaaxh.adi clan leader Ray speaks to Elder Jessie Johnnie {seated) and other Alaska Native and
Canada First Nations participants at a Skagway Traditional Council intertribal meeting in Skagway. May 30,

2003. Left to right: Jeremiah Gatensby (hat), David Gatensby, lda Caimegane, Crystal Reid (standing), Ray

Dennis, Lance Twitchell, Jessie Johnnie {(seated), and James Kashuk, and unidentified participant {lower

right). (Saurabh Gupta photo)

Skagway (Lance Twitchell, Lilly Tuzroy-
[uke). Milestone 4 review was completed by
NPS staff in August 2003, With the Pl having
responded to the reviews and incorporated
the suggested changes as appropriate. the
completion of this final report marks Mile-
stone 5 of the project. Recommendations for
turther rescarch and implementation of the
rescarch findings are included in the conelud-
ing section ol this report,

THE GoLp RusH AND INDIGENOUS PEOPLES
IN THE CONTEXT oF WORLD HISTORY AND
(GLOBALIZATION

[n addition to making the history
ol indigenous peoples more complete and
relevant to the mission of the park, it also im-
portant to acknowledge the relation ot both
indigenous peoples and the Klondike Gold
Rush to larger events and processes in world
history, Although the Klondike Gold Rush
wis a singular and in many ways unparal-
leled event, it was hardly the only gold vush,
colonization, or stampedc for riches that took
place during that period. Indeed the nid- and
late-nincteenth and carly twenticth centuries
were marked by a number of gold rushes

6 Klondike Gold Rush National Historical Park Ethnographic Overview and Assessment

































CHAPTER II; Origins, Prehistory, Geography

“historical events, great ancestral deeds, and
the philosophy of the times.” These catego-
rics of myth are not immutable, nor can they
be casily correlated with Western chronol-
ogy. The issue is further complicated by the
fact that stories in the Early Mythic time are
sometimes re-appropriated and re-locahized
within local clan histovies and geographics
under Legendary Time, or in correspondence
with biblical events and chronologies (Kan
1991). Thus, although clan migration storics
suggest relatively late settlement of Chilkat!
Chilkoot country, stories of Early Mythic
Time and Raven Mythic Time are linked to
the arca. For example, Krause (1956:184-83)
recorded the following Larly Mythie Time
account of the origins of thunder and carth-
quakes during his stay in Chilkat in 1881-
[882:
A great chiet had a daughter who

was desired by many men as o wife, but

he was too proud to grve her to anyone

but another chiet. He owned an ugly

dog who one night in the guise of a man

went to the daughter and asked her if

she would have him as o hushand. Since

he had a handsome appearance, the girl

agreed and later she gave birth to pup-

pics, cight in all. The tather flew into

such a rage that he and his whole tribe

abandoned the daughter, destroyed the

food supplhies. and put out the fires in or-

der to [eave her to starve. A sympathetic

relative hid some embers and food under

the threshold so that the ehief’s daughter

could make a fire and have some tood

until she could catch salimon for herself

and her dog children. As long as she

was away from the house her children

played with cach other in human forim,

the seven bovs around the fire, while the

little @arl watched at the door for their

mother’s return. When she saw her com-

g they all returned to their dog forms.

But one day the mother quictly stole

home and saw her children in human

form with their dog clothing hanging on

the wall, She then threw these into the

fire and the children remained human,

The youngest of the sons was

Chikajago | LK avaak'w] and he was a

mighty hunter who Killed all danger-

ous antmals on land and in the sea.

Once Chikyago persuaded his brother

to play with the ring ot the great bear,

This was a shiny ring with a sharp cdge

which attracted people toward it agains

therr will, Cblkajago and his brothers

were cut in two by this ring, all except

the eldest who was a shaman. He took

the ring and broke 1t in two pieces and

threw it into the sky where it became the

ratnbow. Then he gathered the remains

of his brothers and brought them back

to life,

Chlkajigo was in love with his

sister and was ridiculed for it by his

brothers who tried to cure him of i, One

day they smeared therr elder sister’s bed
with pitch and when the tollowing day

they found the buttocks of their brother
covered with ity they Laughed at him. In

shame Chlkagago fled to the peak of a

high mountain near Sitka (Mt Edge-

cumbe) and here sard o his sister, “We

must part, but vou will hear my voree.”

The sister thereupon sank into a deep

hole to the bottom of the mountain and

the brother transtormed himselt into a

bird. and flew westward where, as the

thunder, he speaks to his sister,
In this case, the geographic clues, specifically
the reterence 1o the high mountain near Sitka
(Mt, Edgecumbe) and the fact that it is al-
mast identical to one recorded in Sitka by Ve-
niaminov ([ 1840;1984:412]. suggest that the
story does not originate in Chilkat country,
but migrated here along with the narrator’s
people from Sttka,

But the origins of other natural phe-
nomena are more ditficult to sort out, For
cxample, the myth of Kanagu. progenitor of
the north wind, 1s firmly localized in Dyca:
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CHAPTER 1I: Origins, Prehistory, Geography

Number  Correct Name Translation
122  Gheisan Top of Bay
123  Tan.aani Ghelyi Tan.aani Bay
124  Dukh X'aayi Cottonwood Point
125 Dakhheen Inland River
126  Tan.aani Lutu Fish Always Jumping Point
127  Janwu Ghil'i Goat Cliff/Bluff
128 Dei Wat End of the Trail
129  Nuktik’ Shakée Above Nuktik'
130  Yandeist'akye Place Where Everything Drifls Back Toward Shore
131 Nuktik’ Lutd Nukdik’ Paint
132  Gheisan Aan [Mt Ripinsky] Land
133 Nuktik’ Grouse
134  Deishu End of the Trail
135  Wulix'aasi Héen Cascading River or River that Has Waterfall(s)
136  Khaach Kulnux'akh'w ?
137  Agoon The Isthmus
138  Kaltsexhx'i Héen Kicking River
139  Ketlghaxhye Place Where Dog Cries
140  Jilkhaat wat Mouth of the Chilkat
141 Laxhach’ T'aak Back of Laxhach’
142  Khuxhdeinu Whiripool/Eddy
143 Xasdaheen Waterfall Creek
144  X'aas'aheen Wat Mouth of Wulix'aasi Heen
145 Laxhach’ ?
146  Dakhheen Shaa Inland River Mountains
147  Ghagaan Gooni Sun Spring
148 Ldeiniye ?
149  Yeill Haatl'i Raven Excrement
150 Naxhk'w Little Dwelling Place?
151 Leixh'w Noow Ochre Fort
152  Tlekhwxagu Berry Sand-Beach
183  Xixch' Kanduwataay) Yeé Place Where Frogs Drift in Bunches
154 Laneesi ' ?
155  Si.aati Goon Cold Spring
156  Lkoodaséits'k ?
157  Goon Heéeni Springs River
158 Naanaxh.a Jighei Northern Crook-of-Arm
189  Sit’ X'aayi Glacier Point
160 Yoo Lititgi X'aa Undulating Point (rocking like a wave)
161 Yeil Ax Sh Wulgheighi Y¢ Place Where Raven Swung
162  Ayiklutd Paint of/Inside It
163  Eexnaxh.a Jighei Southern Crook-of-Arm
164  Aanyakaxaat'i Island in Front of the Village
165  Ligooshi X'aal’ Island With a Thumb (or dorsal fin)
166  Yaana.eit Xagu Wild Celery Spit (or sandbeach/sandbar)
167  Kadagoon That Which Has Springs
168  S'alwan ? [Sullivan?|
169  S'alwan T aak Back Side of S'alwan
170  Chaas Heéeni Humpy River/Creek
171 Shakoéoxh' T'aak Back of Wild Celery Urnbrel
172  Shakooxh’ T'aak Back of Wild Celery Umbrel
173  Jilkhatka On (top of) Jilkhaat
174  Lkhootka On (top of) Lkhoot
175 Khaak'w Xhanselyi Area Below By the Little Man
176  Daxhanaak ? Between
177  Axh'aka (Daxhanaak Xh'aka) The Mouth/Estuary
178  Lkhoot Saayee The Crook of the Knee of Lkhoot
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Map of Native landmarks in the greater
Chilkoot area (Courtesy Southeast

Native Subsistence Commission, Map- §
Alaska). For Carcross-Tagish area sites, §
see figure 9.

Chilkoot Trail -_,,_..S‘;'e:-

15 kilometars

/ Kiondike Highway

| Y - A\ -* _.' Ed .o m,
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CHAPTER 11: Origins, Prehistory, Geography
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Figure 2. Interior trade routes (Neufeld and Norris 1836. P. 25, Courtesy Lost Moose Publishing, Whitehorse. YT,
CAN, and Parks Canada.)
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CHAPTER II: Origins, Prehistory, Gecgraphy

their origins in Thomas Bay, ncar Petersburg,

The fate Khaayaan was my aunt
[Florence Wright[. The name comes
from Araarx ‘waalt [ Village on Chilkat
River|. For some reason, they were very
rich. They also seemed to have a mind
of their own.. .which 1s how we gained
two other clan names. Khuyveikhadi and
Noowshakaayce.

The clan house we have now at
Haines comes from this house.

It too was first built at
Nhaatx waaltr and at [the] time was
Raven's Wine House,

Then it was moved to 3-and-a-half
mile and renamed Two Door Housce, tor
they had added another door.

Yeull Kyee Hir, and Daxx’awool
Hit. Those Sitka Kaagwaantaan also
have a house by this name. Finally one
of my great uncles was sitting [by the|
stde of the road cryimg. They asked
himt what's wrong. Ths reply. "Our clan
house-they re going Lo tear it down. so
they can build a road [Haines High-
way|. | They had al quick meeting [and
the] vote was o move it onee more, 10
Haines, It seems evervone had died oft
and the house stood empty for years,
Till my byother Austin [Hammond|
cleaned it up....

Khaadashaan [Paul Wilson’s name|
[was] a name we kept from the old
homeland, Thomas Bay. When we were
still called Taalkhweidi. We had had
a very bad war with Kake (my Aunt
lessie’s name [comes| from that time.,
Tinaaxhdust’eix. "Pound to Copper™).
When peace [was| made, they gave
us |a] new clan name. Lukwaxh adi
| Lukaaxh.adh]. Lekwaxh was the name
of a river in Duncan Canal.

Winter, {the] entire bay would
frecze solid, couldn™ get out, We've gol
1o find a new place,

We stopped many places, but no not
oood.

Lxcursion Inlet  Land Otter House
didn’t want to leave.

Okay [they said]. we'll just naune
vou Khuveikh,adr.

Their reply: “so we’ll name you all
Ghathinerdi [for] Ghatheenn, in Glacier
Bay [Bartlett Cove area)-some wanted
to stay there 0o,

At last Chilkat River.

They stay there too.

[hey studied the river-at last
they agreed [to settle] over there,
Yandeist ukfiyé was born. They say 1
looked Tike a natural fort. While there,
owr young men teenagers had gone on
|a] hunting trip.

They cante across a shaman 1 a
little Tean to. He was Iving next to a fire,
One of the guys says, "1 wonder if an
arrow would go mto his helly'?™

They were playing around, when
one of the arrows cut loose, so they all
let wo.

The body made it back to Klukwan,

Next thing we know there was a
war party there by us.

For some sirange reason no one
knew that the Ghaanaxhteidi were on
Chilkat Riwver,

There name at [the| time was
Thk aidi.

And on Clulkoot side [were the]
Chookaneudi.

[Their] village [was called)|
Aasnoowta.aan, lree Fort”

The trees were huge. and they used
it as a fort,

This was located on [the] north side
of |Chilkoot] T.ake.

There 1s a chitt named Ghaneia
Gil'l.

Ghaneix was hunting mountain
goat  he got stuck on a cliff,

[hey took his mother to the site.
He'd shout a question to lus mother:
“Mother when was [ born”?™ She stalled
tor as long as she could  finally she
sard, This s it my son, This isat” He
Jumpred trom [the] chff und a tree grow-
g out of [the| chitff caught him.

No way to get the body. Mother

26
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CHAPTER IIi: Origins, Prehistory, Geography

lalhed to Ravens: “Eat Ghaneix i two,

so we can have his body...” which s

how they got the bady.

They named the ¢hiff his [1e.. tor

i}, Ghaneix Gal 't

Although these narratives give us
some clue as to the origins and development
ol particular possessions and social groups.,
we still Jack many temporal clues as to when
the particular clans moved to Chilkoot and
Chilkat territory from Glacier Bay and other
locales,

INLAND TLINGIT AND SOUTHERN YUKON
FirsT NATIONS ORIGINS

The archacological record in the in-
terior of Southern Yukon i1s gencerally sinnlar
to that of Southeast Alaska in that it reveals
human presence in the arca dating back some
8.000-10.000 vears BP, But while no sites
of this antiquity have been found to date in
the Chilkat-Chilkoot arcas of the coast, an
8.000+/- year old site has been located near
Annic Lake in Southern Yukon Territory
within SO miles of the Chilkoot Trail (Hare
1995:129; Cooper 2001:5). Another 7.200-
year-old camp has been located in the south-
west part of the territory at Canyon Creek, on
the Aishihik River. The periodization of the
interior cultural sequence is different from
the evelution of the coastal cultural sequence
because it is less integrally linked to the
cmergence of salmon habitat, The compara-
tive cultural sequences are summarized in

table 1.

Despite similar antiquity of habita-
tion. as in Southeast, 1t 1s difficult to link
present-day peoples to the material remains
found at these carly sites. Like the coastal
Thngit. the interior Tagish and Thngit have
oral tradition that traces the emergence of

their environment to a Trickster figure that
brings daylight into the dark world. But in
the Interior it is Crow, rather than Raven,
who unlcashes the sun, moon, and stars by
opening the box of daylight (Sidney ¢t al
1977:1-21: Cruitkshank 1991:46) and also
brings fire and fresh water into the world
(Smith in Cruikshank 1991:14-17). Signifi-
cantly, the myth 1s usually not localized at a
particular place in Yukon Territory, perhaps
an indication of its origins clsewhere,

Other narratives, however. firmly
inscribe the inland Thogit and Tagish worlds
within the Yukon in mythic time through the
naming of places and thewr correlation with
historical events, such as the appearance of
moos¢ i the Southern Yukon. The opening
of Angela Sidney’s “Animal Mother's Moun-
tain” story 18 a good example of this:

After those animals were born,

[Animal Mother| made a big swing
[or them. a trampoline.

sShe called it akeys, that's denk o
Tagish language.

she made big sport day for them
because she's going to leave them.

IFallume, she made it trom bull
moose skin.

There's no moose before that!

Where she got that, T don't know!

Anyway., that's the story. It was a
bull moose skin,

She put it up right in the middle of
Bennett Lake.

[t had four strings.

One went to Grey Mountain,

Takaadi Tooch! 1 hat means “Charcoal

Mountam™ in Flingit,

One went o Fourth ot July Moun-
tain Medzilr Dzéle - that means “Caribou
Mountain™ [Tagish|

And one went to that mountaim
we call Chily Dzéleé” [Tagish]- “Gopher
Mountamn.”.. (Cruwikshank [991:29)
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CHAPTER II: Origins, Prehistory, Geography

Table 1. Environmental and Cultural Sequences in the S. Yukon and S.E. Alaska Coast

200-100 BP

1.000-200 BP

— —

Warming; glacial
retreat

Late Northwest &
Iistoric Periods
[Rock Shelter on
Chilkoot Trail;
historie period sites
showing Fura-
merican influence.

| trade goods, ete f:
depopulation from
10,000 10 4,000

1

Ll L] - r - i . L]
Date Coastal En- Coastal Cultural | Interior En- 1 Interior Cultur-
vironmental Sequence vironmental al Sequence
Sequence Sequence

Warming: Lake
Alsek formed

Bennett Lake,
(trade zoods);
'l Shilting empha-
. s1s from caribou
toward moose,

Little Jee Age

(¢. 1,300-1,800);
advance of glacicrs
at Glacicer Bay;,
emergence of the
Skagway Valley
floor

L.ate Northwest
Period, Tlingit

| expansion north to
Chilkat Yakutat and
| Interior, Population
1 of ¢. 10,000 by early
I8th century: use of
metal (copper), bas-
ket style fish traps,
ete.: mcereased
trade. and warfare
(fort sites)

Middle (3.000-
1,000 BP)

Warming period;
glacial retreat

5.000-3.000 BP

| Warming period,

development of

{ anadromous fish

riverine habitats

12,000+ -5.000
BP

Little fee Age (<.
1,300-1,800) K lu-
ane Lake drainage
shifl from coaslt
to Intersor (¢. 300
i3P)

Ashihik; addition
of copper arrow-
heads.

Middle Northwest
Penod. Perfection
of mass salmon
harvest and preser-
vation technigues:
Cnercased settlement

cand regional trade

Early Northwest

Period: population

expansion; devel-

| opment of mass

salmon harvest

techniques (weirs),

| microblades: cord-

age and weaving:

| p'opuluiim] CxXpan-
sS10n

Onset of neogla-

clation; eruption

- of White River

Yolcano (1.200
BP) covers much
of S. Yukon in
ash

Ashihik {¢. 1.200-
300 BP); addi-
tion of bows and
ATTOWS

Transition from

warmer drier chi-
mate to cool and
wet (¢. 3,300 BP)

Taye Lake;
notched point
blades; cold
weather adaptation

Retreat of Wiscon-
sin Glacier, onset
of warming period

Paleo-Indian:
maritime
adaptation :
obsidian

Retreat of Wis-
consin Glacier:
onset of warming
period

) B o Jmicroblades L
Sources: Cratkshank (1991), Davis (1990), McClellan (1987), Moss (1998), Moss an

d Erlandson (1992)

Old Crow. Palco- |
Indian: obstdian '|
microblades |

e
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Table 2. Carcross. Chilkat. Chilkoot Clans with Place Affiliations and Housce Groups

Crow (Inte-
1101

near hetchikany

Clan Moicty Translation Place Affiliation/ Khwians, Interior Chilkoot. Chilkat Major
Origin Villages Houses Crests
Awddokuhittaan | Raven People of the Dookulisttaan {Skin Teslin, Carcross? % ?
Crow i Inte- Dookuhittaan House)
ror)
( hookanedi Fagle People of Chookan- Chookanéen (Beach Carcross. No longer resident in Brown
Wolf héen Cirass Creek. Berg Creek | Huna, Sitka Carcross Bear
in Glacier Bay)
Dawhisdinau Eagle People of Daghis [a A Creck in the Interior. Chilkat. Dry Bay Xeitl Hitg Thunderbird Thunder-
Wolf creck | or Dukséet [a north of Skagway; or House). Shas’er Hit (Sap- | bird
Channel] Fastern Passage Blake ling Housc)
Channel ncar Wrangell
Dukhl"aw cidi Eagle People of Dakhleiw Dakhl'eiw (Glacial Sand- | Atlin Carcross, Chilk- | Cheet Pt (Murrelet Killer-
Woli bar on Stikine River) at, Anzoon, Teslin. House), Tleru Hit (Moth whale
Tongass. House). Kéet Gooshi Tl
(K uller Whale Dorsul I'in
House), Keet Khwaom
it (Kilter Whale People
House), Kéet L'oot’t Hit
(Killer Whale Tongue
House), Keet Deéxh’t Hit
(Killer Whale Backbone
[Touse}
Deishectaan Raven Peaple of Dershu it Deishu Hit (End of the Angoon, Athn, Car- Desho Hit (Angoon). Beaver
(Tukhweidi) Crow tInte- Trail Housce. village of cross, Teshin
T10r) Angoon)
Ghaanaxh.adi Raven: People of Ghaanaxh CGhaanaxh (Port Stewart. | Chidkoot, Takuy Ishhahit (Taku >Tesling Ish

Ghaanaxhtedi

Riven
C'row (Inte-
ror)

People of CGihaanaxh
Ta

Ghaanaxh Ta (Head of
Port Stewart)

Chilkat

Yaav Hit {Whale House).
Xhaakw Hit ( Freshwater
Sockeye House), Xhaak
Pt (Ras e House),
Khutis” it {Looking Out
House), Xixch’y Hit ilFrog
FHouse). Ishkahit (House
on the Salmon Hele in the
River)

Whale,
I'rog

Ishkahittan (or
Ishkataan)

Raven
Crow (Inte-
ror)

People of Ish

Ish (Fish Hole)

Atlin. Carcross, Teshin

Ishkahit

Ish.
Salmon!
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Clan

Moiety

Translation

Place Affiliation/
Origin

Kaagwaantaan

Eagle
Wolf

Peopic of the Scorched
House (Kaawagani
1)

Kax noowi (a House at
this settlement)

Khwaans, Interior
Villages
Carcross,Chilkat,
Chilkoot, Huna, Sitka.
Yahkutat

Chilkoot, Chilkat
Houses

Gooch Hit ¢ Woll House.,
[Chilkat]), Kéet Hit
(Killer Whale House,
[Chitkat]), Ligoosh it
(K iller Whale Dorsal
Fin House, [Chilkat]),
Xoots Hit ( Bear House,
[Chilkoot]), Chaak’

Hit (Lagle House,
[Chilkoot]), Kaawagazni
Hit (Charred House.,
[Chilkoat]), Not present
in Carcross since early
20th century

Major

Crests

e =
Brown

Bear. Wolf

Lukaaxh.adi

Raven
Crow (Inte-

rior)

People of Lukaaxh

Lukaaxh (Duncan
Canal)

Chilkoot, Chilkat

Yeéil Hit (Raven House,
[Chlkoot]). Yéil Ky
Hit (Ravens Wing
[House, [Chilkoot]), Shaa
Hit ( Mountain House.
[Chilkoat)), Keoshdaa
Hit (Land Ouer House,
[Chilkeot}]), Gersan Hin
(Mt Ripinsky House,
|Chilkoo])

Sockeye
Salmon

Kookhittaan Raven People of Kook Kook (Cellar) Atlin. Carcross. Tesim, ? Crow with
Crow (Inte- 3 young
Tior)

Naach unewdt

Raven:
Crow (Inte-
10 1)

People of Naach’ubéen

Naach™uhéen (a creck in
Whitewater Bay. Admi-
ralty Island)

Chilkat, Angoon

Noowshaka
auyl

Raven
Crow {Inte-
110r)

Noowshahi
aavi [People]

Nuowshaka aayi (Fort
on Top of the [Chilkin?)
lake

Chilkat

Shangukeid Fagle People of Shankw Shankw (Samnt Phillip Clhalkoot, Dry Bay, Kaawdlvaast Hit (House | Sun. Brown
Wolt [sland, near Klawock) Henyii, Kake, Tongass Lowered from the Sunj Bear

Yanveudi Fagle People of Yan Yan (Ilemlock) Athin, Carcross, Tuku, Yayuwaa Hht (House be- Grround-
Wolf leshn twueen the Forks [Teslin, hoy

Taku})?

*Source information: Hope and Thorntan (2000:150-181), Emmons and de Loguna (1991), McClellan ¢ 1975), Greer (1995).
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CHAPTER II: Origins, Prehistory, Geography

Figure 3."Indian Town" at Skagway, 1897 (East of the railroad. above the wharf)
(LaRoche, #2086, Library of Congress #L.C-USZ262-69436, KLGO SV25-1430)

adaptive to the exigencies of making a living
in this harsh subarctic environment. Flex-
ible subsistence patterns called for flexible
and mobile living arrangements. Thus scttle-
ments and their inhabiting groups were oflen
temporary and fluid in their make-up. Before
the gold rush, permanent house construction
was not common except in those arcas that
could support a higher degree of sedentism,
such as the upper Taku River, Otherwise
people moved with the ebb and flow of key
resources, often staying in lean-tos and other
temporary shelters or camps, As one of
McClellan’s (1975:233) consultants put 1t
“That’s why so many Indians traveled in the
old days 10 sce if they can improve. It the
people starved here, then they'd move, and
they'd never come back.”

Modem First Nation villages in the
Southern Yukon are a product of post-contact
consolidation of aboriginal peoples around

places that provided key services, such as
trading posts, schools, and rcligious wor-
ship. Some of these are villages that grew

up proxamate to traditional settlements, such
Carcross-Tagish, and others were butlt anew
for special purposes, such as the mining
town of Atlin, Modern villages include the
Southern Tutchone communitics at Aishihik.
Burnwash Landing. Champagne, Dalton Post,
Hutshi. Klushu, and Neskatahin, the primar-
1ly Tagish settiement at Carcross, and the
miand Thngit communities of Athn and Tes-
lin, Like the modern Thngit villages at Dyea,
[Hames, and Klukwan, thosc in the Interior
typically have burials and graveyards assoct-
ated with them. dating to the Christian ¢ra, or
i the casc of shamans, perhaps carlier. Other
important components of the butlt environ-
ment included the vartous storage structures
and racks tor preserving fish, meat, and other
goods for future use or trade. All three tribes
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2) suggests, “Such ownership was
nominal at best. Until the registration of
traplines, lands not being actively ex-
ploited lay open to anyone who wished
to move mnto them, for in such a small
group, Kin ties could casily be manipulat-
¢d to substantiate one’s hunting or trap-
ping rights.” Ida Calmegane (intervicw)
described Tagish territory this way:

My Grandmother, Marta Johns
lived until 1955, and she talked about
the Tagish Kwan country. Its trom the
top ol the Chilkoot Pass; and 1t goes all
the way to Pelly Banks in Selkiek. and 1t
goes mnto Ross River and to Watson Lake
around Liard, and around up into around
the Teslin arca, Johnson's town they
used o call it Tt used to be the big settle-
ment there, the Tagish people, Johnson
town they used to call it. People used
to have a big camp there, Tagish was
the main gathering place. They moved
to Carcross, the Tagish people, when
they put the ralroad through. It all went
around wwards Atlin and that arca. They
used to get o Taku River, But they gave
up that arca, the Duklawetdi people. This
was all Daklaweidi country at one time,
They gave that arca up to the Taku River
Indians because they had trouble that
one time, Long time ago when they had
trouble the whole clan was responsible
for it So they had to pay 1t back. When
W WCTC growing up. we were taught not
to insult anybody or talk to anybody or
anything like that. Right from the time
we were able to understand our tnibe
our clan, we knew that the head of our
clan was Unele Johnny, Johnny lohns.
We konew that if anything happened. my
morn always told us all of us had to pay:
everyone had to pay. We knew that we
had to be caretul, always.

o  Carcroxs (NataxA héen ), Going through
Narrow Water.,” Thagit; T odAzani,
“Sand Blowing all the Time,™ Tagish?),
on Lake Nares 1s a contraction of Caribou

Crossing. Herds of caribou used to swim
the waters at this junction, although few
have been seen in the area sinee 1920
due to changes in habitat and perhaps
other factors (McClellan 1975). Before
becoming the main village of the former
Tagish residents, Carcross was a camp-
ing place and subsistence site for fanulics
in the territory. Like Dyea, the size of
the town swelled with the gold rush, but
soon reverted to a size approximating its
original status, In 1950, McClcllan esti-
mated approximately 112 Natives living
in the village, The Tukhweidi branch of
the Deishectaan clan were said to "own™
Carcross and lands to the south accord-
ing to a territorial regime similar to that
of the Dakhl awcidi at Tagish (McClellan
1975:42).

Numerous other settlements are
recorded but, with the exception of those that
orew up in the post-contact period (such as
Athin and Bennett), most are small or less
integrally tied to the greater Chilkoot land-
scape. Populations of many of the smaller
scttlements are recorded in the Population
scetion below,

PoPULATION

Population figures are not avail-
ablc¢ for all communitics over time., but
table 3 hists available census data from
selected sourcees for Chilkoot Trail arca
communitics since the nincteenth cen-
tury. Generally speaking, census data
show two major demographic trends: 1)
severe population loss due to epidenuce
discases and 2) population consolida-
tion at major villages that provided
modem goods and scervices such as
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Table 3. Coast Tlingit and Select [nterior Tlingit, Tagish. and Tutchone Populatons, 1740-1990

: |
Community 1740 | 1838 | 1840 1861 | 1880 1890 1900 1910 1920 | 1950 1990
{ . (1898) J
-' '| |
| Klukwan | 500-600 320 245 167 | 9] 129
| : |
Katkwaltu Abnd™ a t.lcr
(Kbaatx waaltin 125 T | IR90s slide
Yindastuky Abnd’
| (Yeindust akhivé) 1S0-200 143 ¢, 1930 -
{06 (Haimnes
| Chilkoot 120 Mission) L i = _ 2
Kicking Horse
River
(Shkaltsexx'i .
Hcen) 3 £ - N : 5 ;! . 2 b I
_ ]
(5,000- ‘
N.000) 2-
Dyea 138 (1887) | Includes 3(post
: - - . non-Natives |18 Indians 1901)
‘ (K000- N7 (05 | 872145 | 494 (13
| 10,0010 Indians; Indi- Indi-
Skapway Includes 4 mixed) ans:12 ans: 11
e T non-Natives manedy | mixed) I58 692 |
TOTAL -
CHIL KAT . 0071 498 200 | 1616 O8N 812 694 |
| ] ] "
TOTAL | |
TLINGIT | 10,000 | 5455 4500 | 7839 £:,43] 4.50) 4458 15,000
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— |
Community 1740 | 1838 | 1840 1861 1880 1890 1900 1910 1920 1950 1990
(1898)
Carcross 112
Ti-Ki)
[aeish (1887
Bennett
| tmily
Hutshi 200 ( 1940))
{
199 (incl.
Haines
Junction
& Kloo
T 63 (1967) Lake)
Aishihik - 250
| Kiukshu 80
256 |
_Selkirk arca 3 200 (1067) E14
Neskatahin PO EREMD2)
| 16l
Atlin 58 (1G7X)
2350
Teshin 30 150 (1Y78)

Sources: De Laguna {1990). McClellan (1975, 1981), Spude (1980:x1), K. Gureke (pers. comm. 2002), Norris (1996), Spude (2002), and U.S.

Census data.
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Chart 2.
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Figure 4. Davidson's mapping of Chilkat-Chilkoot territcries (Davidson 1928)
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Table 4. Coastal Tlingit and Interior First Nation Resource Harvests with Scasonality

Sum-
Resource Tlingit Name Scientific Name Spring | mer Fall | Winter
FISH
Cod, black Ixhkeen Adnoplopama fimbeia X \ X \
Cod, ling Xaxw Opliiodiny clongatis % %
Tadny mmu‘m‘:’;ﬂm?u y
Cod, Pacific b H tifesiuy \ N X
Flounder Dzant Platriclnhy s siellatus X X X X
Hippaslossus stenolep-
Falibut Chaatl VS X X A X
(ulpea farengus
Herring Yikitw pallasi X X X X
Herring coas Crhitax'w Veloncivnnes X
LLulachon Sauk Fhalciclithvs pacificus X
Red snapper Lok w Sebastes vuberrimus X X X A
Salmon eggs Kuhidakw Al salmon species X X
Salmon, chum Teel Oncorbynclies ket X X
Salmon, coho L ook Oncorlivnclins disutch X X
(ncoriivnciues tsiw-
Salimon, King T4 visel X X X X
Oncorhynchus gor-
Salimon, pink ¢ "haas’ hrshika X
Salimon, red Gl Oncorlvnchuos nerka % . X X
Smelt Shaach’ Fhaleichthnes pacificns | x
Steelhead Aashat Neclmo gaivduerii X \
Lrout, Cutthroat X ¢Crtaa Oncarhiyuchus clacki X X X X
Trout, Dally Varden Nhvwaat’ Salveluns malnta X 5
LAND MAMMALS
Beaver S'igeidi Castor canadensis % X X
Blick bear S'eck {rsus conericanuys X % X X
Brown hear Xoots Lirsus arctos X X X X
Caribou Wilsix X X
Deer Ghuwakaan Rangifer tarandn X X
Fos Naaghas'él
Land otter Kuoshdai Lutra camnmadensin % X X
Lynx sk
Marmaot Saaxh X X X
Marten K oox Muries amiericarna X X X
Mink Nukshivaun Mustcic vision X A X
Maoose D7isk 7w
Mountamn goat Janwn Orecamnes americans X X X
Mountain sheep Wanadoo X X
Muskrat TIsin
Musk ox Xaas
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Resource Thingit Name Scientific Name Spring | Sum- Fall { Winter
mer
Alder, beaeh Keishish
Birch At Daavi
Carrots, Indran S'in Daucus carota L. X
Cedar, vellow (bark) Nhitav (Teey)
Crotlonwokd Dukh
Nus (Raawats,
Crabapple Oberg)
Nevil™s Club Shaxt Oplapanax horeedus X N X X
Ferns, (roots:
fiddlcheuads) K'witly Folvpodiaceae Cfamily) |
Firewaoad Gan Forions X X X X
Creosctongue Sukténl’ Trigtochiv wmaritinn X
Hemlock (bark) Yan (Sax7) Iuga heteropdlia X
thudson Bay tea Shikshaldéen .edum palustre X X X x
Maple N aalx'd
Mountain Ash Kalchaneit
Friillaria camschuat-
Rice, Indian Koox CONSis N
Saxifrage (heart- Saxiraga nelsontana
[eaved) Katkashaaya Naakw (s. punctata?) X X
Lvsieliton america-
Skunk cabbage Xhial’ ninm X X \
Spruce Shéivy Picea sitchensis X X
Wild (Tndian) celery
(Cow parsnip) Yaana.en Heracterm lanation X X
Wild sweet potato
(sweer-vetch) Tscu Hedysarwn alpinia X X
Wild rhubarb I'Taak 'wach’ Runiex s X X
Chaal (xvsis
Willow Oberg)
BERRIES
TBearherries (1 k.o,
stoneherries or K- Avetostaphylos wva-
nikinmek) Fmx nrsi X X
Blucherry. (generie
and oval-leaved) Kanat'a Vaccinminan ovalilolitam X
Tiaeherry, Alaska
(ripens later) Nianyaa Kanatauy: baccininm alakacrise A X
Tscekask™w o Tiax-
wlu (McClellan 1975:
Blucherry, bog 200 Vaceiniint wliginosim X X
Blucherrry, dwarf Kakatlaax Vacviniuny caespitosum X
NCX W o i
Kahaikw (" Salmion
Cloudberry. yellow Lpus™) Rubus cliameacimeriis N
(vycoccns
Cranberry, bog K ershkahiagn IECrOCAries N\ X
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[Resource Tlingit Name Scientific Name Spring | Sum- Fall | Winter
mer
Cranberry, highbush | Kaxzwéx Vibrium edule X N
Cranberry, lowbush
(duckberry? Oberg) IXaxw Vaccinium vitiy X X
Current, eray Shuax Ribes bracteosum X X
Current. swamp Kanciltsikw Ribes lacustre X X
Elderberry Yérl Sambucus racemasa X
Huckleberry Tlerkatink Vcciniian parvifolivm X
lacobberry K eikanetl'h Cornuy Canadensis X
At As (VeClellan
Mossberry 1975:201) Fwpetrum Nigrum L. X
Nagoonberry Newedon Rubres Areticus X
Nettleberry Naxivuleko? Oberyg X
Pigconherry Xeltaktsasi ? Oberg
Rubtis idacus (pedu-
Raspberry Tlckw Yadi res) X
STaki7bayolelho 7
Redberry (Oberg 1973) \
Khanyeilw.aas’s (Mc-
Raose hip Clellan 1975:201) Rasa species A
Salimonberry Was'x"aan tlé¢ighu Rubuys spectabilis shoats A
Gaaxw Wakhxh' (Mc-
Saskatoon berry Clellan 1973:201)
Scrviceberry Gaawikh
Saapberry Xikwl' Shepardiva Canadensis X
Strawberry Shakw [ ragaria chiloensis X
Swampberry Nuabh Y Oberg b
Thimbleberry Chieexh’ A

Sources: McClellan (1975, 1981), Cruikshank (1990, 1991). intervicws,
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Table 3. ("l_lilkat-(‘hilkool Arca Harvest (.‘alg_rﬁa_jr

Chilkat Moon
(Emmons
1991) / Oberg
(1973)

Chilkoot ﬁ

Moon
(Emmons
1991)

Asxukw it
(Iving mooni
Texa

datxhaan
fSmoking
valmon)

—

Month

| Coastal Subsistence

(Chilkat-Chilkoot,
Oberg 1973)

Interior Subsistence
(Carcross-Tagish) c.
1920s (McClellan 1975)

Related Ac-
tivities in the
Historical
Period

July |

Salmon and salmon

epg harvests at Chilkat,
Chilkoot, Taiya, Skaoway
and other local rivers,
berry picking and plant
vathering: ceremonial
gatherings, trade, and
sluve raiding

Lake fishing and berry pick-
g and plant gathering near
Carcross; small game hunt-

mg: “vacation” & ceremoni-

als

-

Shaaxeivi (New
SHOW On mot-
tains 2 Eskudisi

N aax Haa disi
(Groundiiay
nieher moon v
(Nuskeah

picking)

| cranber

Khnuk eet
(Berey

il

Navweix
(Hlighbush

ricy)

T ——————

Lhs Tlein (Big

| moan) Taknna

Khesi uat
K ack'w
(littic cald)

| August 2

Salmon harvesting with
mereasing emphasis

on storage at Chilkat,
Chilkoot, Tasva, Skag-
way; berry picking and
plant gathering and stor-
aee (salmon ¢ves mised

1 with berries); deer, black

bear, and mountain goat
hunting commence

Lake fishing and herry
picking and processing near
Carcross; small game hunting
and tur drying

Guiding for tour-
Ists and sport
hunting and
fishing: deep sea
subsistence fishing
assoctted with
commercial fish-
iy activities

Seasonal wage
cmployment; guid-
ing tor tourists and
sport hunters and
fishurs

s sm—

“of the greatest economic

importance™ (Oberg 1973

73). Intensive harvesting
and drying (open air and
smokehouses) of salmon
for winter and ceremo-
nial use: berry picking

Travel 1o Tugish and Lintle

Seusonal wage
cmployment; guid-

Septem- | and plant gathering and Athng fish for dogs: siall and | ing for tourists and
ber 3 provessing. Minimal | hig gume (gout and sheep), sport hunters und
ceremaoninlism process and ¢ache dned mea. | hshers
Coho salmon and other
late run fishing: short
trading expeditions to the
Interior;, peak hunting of
Jdeer and mountan poat,
memorial part s ("pot-
latching™) begin; shellfish Seasonal wage
' ecathering especially on cmployment: guid-
| large tides, Plant harvest- | Small and big game hunting, | ing for tourists and
October | ing and wood gathering: drying, and caching of meat; | sport hunters and
4 ’ birdd hunting fishers

marine mamma! hunting

e — e —
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Heen taanadx kay-
aani (Plants grow

Cod. halibut, and red
snapper and herring
fishing i inlets; trout
fishing i rivers: shellfish
harveshing,; bear hunting
and small game hunting;

Chilkat Moon Chilkoot Related Ac-
(Emmons Moon Coastal Subsistence Interior Subsistence tivities in the
1991) / Oberg (Emmons (Chilkat-Chilkoot, (Carcross-Tagish) c. Historical
(1973) - 1991) Month Oberg 1973) 1920s (McClellan 1975) Period
Complete drying and caching
of meat for winter use; set-up
Peak scason for memorial | food caches, tents, and brush
parties and ceremonies; camps in 10-mile radius;
some harvest & process- men trap wolf, coyote, lynx;
ing ol late coho salmon; wormen snare hares and trap
Khukaha Dieir deer hunting;: flounder, mink and weuasel, moose and
dis tdigging K ack'w herring: shellfish gather- caribou hunted throughout Seasonal wage
o scratching (Little Novem- | ingespecially on large winter; ceremontil pot- cmployment; com-
moan)’ Kistna snow) ber 3 tides latches.” mercial trapping
Ceremonies continue;
bark and root harvest-
- Ixaandxh disi ing, wool and weaving
- (Hair seal manu facture; porcupine
throusdh head Khukareit quill decoration; trees
[hair showy on (Digaing’ harvested tor canoe- Scasonal wage em-
young seals in | scratching | Decem- | making and Bouse posts: Trapping and winter hunting ployment; winter
wombfy/ Tledusa | furrowsy her 6 spearing flounders contimue: ceremontes held. trolling:; trupping
FFew ceremonials, Empha-
sis on manuftacturing such
She as weaving, basket-mak- Fow subsistence activities
awdk dis warchel ing, totem, canoe, and re- | other than opportunistic hunt- | Seasonal wage em-
gCianse maun) [?f fleavex | Janu- giala production: spearing | ing; emphasis on manufactur- | plovment; winter
Dagadusa fafling i ary 7 Mounders. ing and maintenance of vear trolling: teapping
Cod. halibut, and red
snapper and herring
fishing in 1nlets; lounder
Khnati and frout fishing in rivers; | Few subsistence activities
Kachh ' small game hunting and other than epportunistic hunt- | Scasonal wage emn-
Sha vana kluck (small Febru- fur-bearer pathering: ing; emphasts on manufactur- | ployment; winter
() Neskadusa weather) ary § shellfish harvesting ing and mamntenance ol pear trolling: trapping

Women sct out nwuskrat traps:
move to additional trapping
cabins: trading post expedi-
tions by young men with furs;
move along lakes lor beaver

Scasonal wage em-

undervater) / K uxw subsistence trapping: and muskrat trapping: fish for | ployment: winter
- Kasaka {Marten) March 9 | marine mammal hunting. | dog food trolling: trupping
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Sources: Lmmons (-'J'-*F)']_J,_ (?hm‘g (1973). McC lellan
(19735, 1981) and intery iew data.

phies: freshwater fishing

From these views several patterns
are evident. First, although the combined list
of tood resources exceeds 100 species, the

breadth was significantly lower among mte-

rtor groups. who relied on fewer resources
for survival, However, trade with coastal
groups allowed inland Thingits, Tutchone.
and Tagish groups to cxpand their portfolio
and thus mcrcase their ability to survive n
the challenging Yukon subarctie. Thngits, on

the other hand. werce less dependent on trade
tor food staples and, instead, pursucd mainly
luxury goods,

Sceond, the Chilkat-Chilkoot sub-

sistence patterns were more oriented toward
safmon than most other groups. This is

partly due to the bounty and diversity (five
species) of salmon available in the Chilkat
and Chilkoot watcrsheds, and the high trade
value ot dried salmon also increased its

o ——cia P N ;
Chilkat Moon | Chilkoot | Month | Coastal Subsistence | Interior Subsistence Related Ac- |
| (Emmons Moon (Chilkat-Chilkoot, (Carcross-Tagish) c. tivities in the @_
1991) / Oberg | (Emmons Oberg 1973) ‘ 1920s (McClellan 1975) Historical |
(1973) | 1991) Period |;
| | { Continye to run traplines, J
move lo additional trapping
i cubing; trading post expedi-
| nons (Cwhen there's a crust”
on the snow) by voung men
Cod, halibut, and red with furs: move along lakes
| Kuhaakw. snapper and herring for beaver and muskrat trap-
Il (f Bu- fishing 1 mletsy trout ping. fish for doe food; travel
lachon] | fishing in rivers: shellfish | to Tagish by ¢ached boat and
S harvesting: smull game toot; trade furs; net whitefish, |
Jinkaat aa trenth | st/ and bird hunting: marine trout, and sucker: dry them Scasonal wage '
| thing)! Tsinkada | hales) April 10 | mammal hunting for doas employment
't Fulachan ol praduction;
hemlock bark gathering
and processing; green
stem plant (¢.g.. salmaon-
berry shoots, wild celery),
herbs and root sather- ,
ing and processing: cod.
halibut, and red snapper
fishing and herring o1l
and egy vathering (where
{ Jinkaat wandh aa avatlable) in inlets: trout Continue trapping. dry g, Seasonal wage
(len and extra Kavaani fishing in nivers, Subsis- and caching muskrat, beaver ¢mployment and
onej’ Isinkadu- {Crreen | tence trapping; trading and other smal] game, tresh- commercial fish-
naia | plants) May [ Irips water fishing L oang
| Fishing, hunting, and
J trapping primarily for
Jinkaot wandk direct consumption; little
Cdends (len and processing for storage; Scasonal wige
| extra two) trade, teasting, warand | Move back toward Tagish and | emplovment and
Ixinkadunaxa- XNhaat | slave-rmding expeditions; | Carcross, trade Lur for sup- commercial fish-
dixa { tNalmon) June 12| honse building and repair. L ing
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In the Interior both men and women
tished for salmon. but the supply was more
limited. One of the tew arcas around Tagish
where salmon were plentiful was Marsh Lake
at the head of the Yukon and McChntock riv-
ors. Annic Auston (interview) recounts:

My mom used to tell me about when
she used to row trom Carcross o Marsh
Luke to put up salmon. That would
usually take about three days, stopping
along the way. My mom wis born down
i Marsh Lake. Coming back 1t would
take about 4 days, A long time ago the
people were strong and weren't affecred
by alcohol and things like that. They had
to think about everything.

Non-Salmon Fish. On the coast, the
most critical non-salmon fish resource for
(‘hilkat-Chilkool people was culachon (also
spelled “hooligan:™ candlefish). Chilkat clder
Joe Hotch (Betts 1994:17) tells the story of
how the first eulachon came to the Chilkat-
Chilkoot watersheds. The story suggests
an carly experiment in aquaculture and the
importance of shamans in the traditional
ceconomy:

A woman from Nass River was
married to one of our men here in the
village. The first vear she spent here.,
springtime came and she said, “Gee,

I wish [ was cating those hooligans in

Nass River,” and there was no hooligans

here n Chilkat or Chilkoot River. And

her husband says, “Well, maybe next

vear weSllwork on it So she explaned

what time of vear the hooligan appear in

Nass River. So even a month before then

this mun she was married to got g spirit

man [shaman|, and got his nephews, and
took ther down, traveled to the Nass

River: not just a days™ trip. it inust have

taken them a long time to get there, So

(lrey got there ust i tme and the hoohi-

gans were arriving at the Nass River, and

they zot therr supply 1o bring home. So

the spirit man says “Well, we're gonna

tow one home.” So he got a tendon off

an animal here and got ready to tow that

one hooligan up there, He tied it around

the head, and towed 1t up there. And this

s how our people understand how our

hooligans arrived on the Chilkat and

Chilkoot. through the spirit man; and

we werc just blessed at that time to have

such people to meet our needs,
Chilkoot elder Austin Hammond relates
another story that links the strength of the
culachon’s spirit to Raven and his release of
the box of daylight at Nass River.

Bat Raven asked for some. "Give

me some of your hooligan.”™ Nobody

cven listened to hun, Keep catehing that

haohgan. When he keep asking, he says,

i vou don’t give me some hooligan

['m gotng o break daylight on you.™

Some people talking: Gootxh Naas

Shagr Ytk u..."where is that Nass child

from?" That river they call Nass. So he

keep asking, he didn™t open. *No, don’t

give him any.” Then he pulled it the box

half way, the daylight came up, Every-

hady started velling...ahhh.run behind

the trees, some of them running up. Then

he pulh it back aguin, And that hooligans

qust thick there. And he keep asking. he

keep asking for some, Nobady pive them

any. That's why he openced that box. Ok,

You could sav, “You asked for it e

opened it Everything running up the

woods, ke hrown bear, tox, whateser

goes up to the trees, Some sca lon,

scal, killer whale, fish, they re jumping

in the water, And that hooligan, in that

dayhight. that's the reason why they ot

more spirit. Thev're i that daylight,
This 1s also why culachon have their disting-
tive color and composition. While other ani-
mals scurried upland or scaward, culachon
remained where they were and absorbed the
daylhight,

Eulachon have remained a central
component ol the fishing and trade cconomy
cver sinee. Oberg observed (1973:09):

Klondike Gold Rush National Historical Park Ethnographic Overview and Assessment 73






















CHAPTER ilI: Origins, Prehistory, Geography

Figure 5. Relative Time Spent (%) on
Key Activities (after Oberg)
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Figure 6. Time Spent (%) for Resource
Gathering c. 1930 (after Oberq)
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Figure 7. Time Spent (%) on Storage Activities
(after Oberg)
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Figure 8. Geography of Patty Goenetie's Subsistence Round, carly 1900s (from Goldschmidt
and Haas 1998)
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These are on the west side of the Take,
There is also a cemetery for Native
people at Skagway [Dvea?]

F go up to Chilkoot Village cvery
sumimer o see my cabin and to smoke
tish. 1 have not been there much lately
because | am too ald, Johnny Mark Thlu-
naut trapped there last winter and used
the cabin, which he bought from James
Klanotte about two years ago, There are
still smokchouses at Chilkoot. I haven't
smoked {ish there for three years but
have gone there since that time.

There used 1o be a smokehouse at
the head of Chilkoot Lake. at the mouth
of the strcam, but | think this 1s down
now. | butlt a cabin up there when |
staked a gold claim,

There 1s a cabin at Taryasanka
IHarbor, near the mouth of the Fercbee
River, on the cast side, James Klanotte
and his family camp at this smokeliouse
cvery stunmer. In the fall. they get fish
and hunt gouts there. The last time T saw
them was [wo years ago.

There are two log cabins for hunting
voats and hear on the upper sude, near
the mouth of the Katzehin River. Thesc
arc owned by [ ukaaxh.adi Natives trom
IHaines. 1 used to hunt, but have not been

hunting there for a long time and haven't
seen anyonge hunting there reeently.

Jack David's father has a log house
at the southern end of Sullivan Island
on a hittle cove. He uses this for hunting
seal, bear. and other animals. | hunted
there up to five or six vears ago. [ buy
scals from Jack Davad. and he tells
nie they hunt there all the ume. (Gaold-
schmidt and Haas 1998 108-109)

salimon and other fishing and fish processing,
berry picking, and dwelling. In a supplemen-
tary statement concerning Chilkoot-Chilkat
land rights made in 1947, shortly betore
his death, Goencette (1947) offers additional
details of traditional subsistence patterns at
Dyca and Skagway:
Our ¢lan [ Kaagwaantaan| also

claimed and used i putiing up food

Dyea and Skagway. There were three

fish streams at Dyvea and we had three

smoke houses. We didn’t live there the

year around but we used this place a

arcat deal. The laquakadi [1ukaaxh.ad)

{Raven) who controlled large arcas

of land claimed the three streams and

owrned the houses. We went to Dyea

usually m the fall of the vear to pick

high bush cranbernes and when we have

picked sufticient amount, we would rush

back to Chilkoot where the berries were

prepared and preserved in (oohigan a1l

During the hunting season, our stay at

Dvea was usually longer. as the meat we

seeured had to be smoked and dried.

As a boy. 1 remember an Indian

min by the name of Acgel [sp?] hved

at Skagway the year round becausce 1t

was casy to get food there. Acgel was

my tather's tribal grandson m Indian

custont. The Skagway area was claimed

by the Kagwanton [Kaagwaantaan |

clan. We hunted scals in the tall ot the

year i the Skagway area, There was

also a big smoke house at the Skagway

River where the stream comes in from

the southeast at a place called QuUhii

(N waar Heéendy  trout streamt. This

was also a good place to get mountain

This narrative s remarkable for its breadth of voal. A man by the name of Masug’ also
activitics and territory covered, but also m its hunted in this area, We used to po as tar
notes about changes in subsistence patterns as the above nientioned stream,

Below Skagway, there is a big talls,
“Qakagras” [Daved X akax aas]. The
Suqushadi | [Lukaaxh adi] clan had o

over time. from the pre-gold rush era to the
post gold rush era and into the mid- twenticth

century. It s also explicit about key activities house at this point which was ofien used
at Dyca and Skagway, including trade, scal for overnight stopping place. There were
hunting, cottonwood harvest, canoce making. smoke houses up where they hunted
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uscd for preliminary deving of meat to

reduce the weight tor packing out, We

used 1o go as far as the lake at the head

of the falls, ..

... I'he Athabascan Indians used o

come down here with thew turs to trade

with us for white man’s clothes, ete.

We would. in wrn. go mside by toot 10

trade with them, We would 2o as far as

Takiach { Fagishy Lake, T went several

times myself. This trading between

Athabascans and our people ended with

the discovery of gold mn Juneau,

The land and waters on which |

hunted and fished were also used and

accupied from time immemorial, [ have

been told by elderly people now dead.
According 10 Chilkoot clder David Light
(2002:28). Gaoenette, whose Thngit name
was Gun.éit (Kaagwaantaan, [Lukaaxh.adi
yadi), “was belicved to be [00 years old
when he died.”

Texr 2 This text 1s less a narrative
and more of a composite sketeh composed of
narrative excerpts and abstracts from clder
Angela Sidney’s (1980) work with the Yukon
Native Language Centre 1o document indige-
nous place-names for her book Place Names
of the Tagish Region, Southern Yukon. 1L was
composed by Julic Crutkshank (1991:66-67),
who worked closely with Mrs. Sidney and
also mapped the sequence of her activities
(higure 9). She notes, “liven though she [ Mrs,
Sidney] is talking about the year 1912, here,
she is deseribing a pattern of movement simi-
lar to that followed by her parents and their
parents during the nincteenth century,™

She begins by situating her account

ata partucular tme: “This s 1912 I'm

talking about. when we went to Black

Lake., T ooch ,-'fu_w'. She deseribes mov-

g i that year with her parents and

her older brother from Tagish (1) and

Carcrass (2) 10 Taagzhaln (3), then on to

Millhaven Bay (4). then to 7 ooch Aavi

(3). then back to Carcross and Tagish,

The tollowinge vear, 1913, she spent
the summer with her Macsh Lake cous-
s, camping at the foot of Marsh Lake.
where the MeClintock River enters that
lake (6). In auttenn, they moved up the
liuke 1o Judas Creek (7). then hunted up
the mountain behind that creck, then
crossed Marsh Lake o camp at Oner

Beach, Nooshdaa Xagn (%), where they

visited her uncle Whitchorse Billy's fam-

ilv hefore returning to Carcross, They

renmained there because her aunt, her

fither's sister. was il

In 1914, they went to Whitehorse

() m March or Aprnl, then returnaed o

Marsht Lake in summer to camp with

her cousins agaimn, By then, Angela

wias twelve, old enough to look ufter

children, so she was sent to Ten Mile.

Isrexchy "uavi (10), niear Carcross, to care

for her two smudl cousins while her uncle

Patsy Henderson and his wite worked

cach day on their fox ranch, At the end

of the summer. she retarned to Marsh

Lake untl her tather came, and they all

went up the MeClintock River (11) 1o

fishecamp. T reanember Telt just Like |1

wis home while 1was there” she savs,

Ihat sumimer, they went to

Whitchorse and clhimbed ngh up 1o Fish

[ake (12), where her sixteen-y car-old

brother Johnny was trapping. After a

brict visit, Angela and her mother took

the younger children and moved buck

to stay with [riends m the valley. near

Whitchorse, In 1915, they returned to

Carcross and m springtine Aneela was

“put away” i seclusion, as was custom-

ary for vouny women ol her age.

Her account goes on, incor-
porating, most of the 230 names tor
places she has mapped.

Together, these data suggest that after
the gold rush trade and travel between the In-
terior and the coast began to decline. despite
the tact that individuals and families both
on the coast and in the Internior continued
to travel widely in thewr seasonal round of
subsistence activities. The impact of the gold
rush and other post-contact events on subsis-
tenee and trade activities is discussed in more
detail in the sections below,
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88

Klondike Gold Rush National Historical Park Ethnographic Overview and Assessment



















CHAPTER II: Origins, Prehistory, Geography

(Lmmons 1991:55). Skookum Joc¢ noted that
trips were made once or twice a year, usually
in midwinter (January-February, accord-

ing to Emmons (1991:55)) when the “deep
snow of the passes was packed hard by high
winds.” Other sources suggest that these
trips were small-scale and preliminary to the
more substantial spring trips when the win-
ter fur harvest was complete (April or early
May betore culachon fishing). Trade trips
were also said to have been taken in summer
(before heavy salmon fishing, according to
Obcrg) and fall, especially October (Emmons
1991:55; McCleltan 1975). 1t may be that all
but the winter trade trips had ceased on the
Chilkat Trail within Skookum Joe’s lifetime,
or were carried out by other groups.

The time and placc of future trips
typically was agreed upon beforehand and
the Chilkat-Chilkoot would signal their pres-
ence by smoke signals or “firing a large tree”
(Emmons 1991:56-37). McClellan (1975
504) comments,

Actually, the crnana | interior

[ndhian] habit of moving about was very

mconvenient for the coastal trading

parties... It meant that i addition to

carrying trade articles, they also had o

pack a good supply of salmon for food.

The Chilkat experienced read hardships

and sometimes lost their hives in the

snow and tog of the mountain passes.

Throughout the journey, nobody was

allowed to wash. Possibly this was a

preventive magic against melting snow

and avalanches,

Krausc (1981) reports that other ritual prepa-
rations were also undertaken 1o ensure safety,
including fasting and numerous taboos and
behavior preseriptions to ensure good weath-
cr. The Krause brothers were sanctioned
several times for violating these rules by do-
g such things as “drag{ging| a dead porcu-

pine through the snow stead of carrying it”™
and washing a mountain sheep in salt water,
thereby “causing the bad weather™ (198 1:3R),

According to Skookum Jog, the trip
over the Chitkoot Trail gencerally took four
days to Bennett Lake (in contrast to about 20
days to reach Kusawa Lake via the Chilkat
Trail). “A fleet of unnak-like boats was kept
there and in them they voyaged to the foot
of the lake where lived the Tagish™.™ Qlson
(1936) suggests that the boats were per-
haps the only skin boats used by the Tlingit
(though we also find reference in Yakutat
Thngit oral history) and were made with
walrus hide secured in trade trom Yakutat,
although moosc and caribou hides may also
have been used (McClellan 1975:512).

Skookum Joe stated that some mem-
bers of the Chilkoot Trail expeditions would
continue bevond Tagish by means of raft to
the village of Tutkenkwa’n (King Salmon
Pcople). “a day’s journcy farther on,™ and
sometimes as far as “Xlick!'kakwa’'n (Paint
Pcople) or cven to the country of the Ayan
in the vicinity of Dawson™ (1936:214). This
was confirmed by McClelan’s (1975:515)
Southern Tutchone mformant:

[T]he “Chi)kat™ came inland via

the Chilkat Pass to Lake Kusawa and

then went on te Lake Laberee, where

thev bunlt skin boats and went down

the Yukon to the mouth of the Pelly

River.. However. he added that the

Chilkat would then go up the Pelly

River to Pelly Banks and cross the Pelly

Mountaims to McConnell's River, Here

they agam made boats in which they

floated down the Nisutlin River to Lake

Teslur, They finally went out™ again

by way of the Teslin River to Lake

Luberee, Kusawa [Lake, and the Chilkat

Pass. Sometimes they went up the Pelly

only as far as Ross River belore they
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morrow you 20,7 This was an order to go
to the hidden cuche of furs (usually 111 an
clevated storchouse) some mitles distant
and bring in the catch tor the year. Most
of the furs were piled na corner of the
house and some of the finer ones were
hidden away i a storeroom. The chiefs
again took the scats of honor and a son
or niephew of the host started piling

{urs in tront of the guest chiet. "1t used
to make us glad,” said my informant,
“whien we saw that half the pile of turs
was worth ten tmes the value of what
we had brought.” When the host thought
enough furs had been given, he said,
“What do vou say, partner?” [f there was
ne answer, he piled on more turs.

This was the cructal phase of the
trading, On the one hand the host did oot
wish 1o offend his partner by appearing
stingy and on the other the guest was
carctul not to seem greedy, When reluc-
tanee to give more tins became evident
the guest chief went to his pack and took
out such gifts as cloth shirts and dresses,
bundles of leaf tobacco, vermilion, mnd
su on. but carefully left other things n
the pack. These gifis he distributed to
vartous members of the houschold. The
host thereupon ordered that more furs he
added to the heap. He then asked. “What
15 it that which vou have lett m vour
puack, partner?” When shown the remain-
ing aifts he said, “Put it on my side.™ He

then went to the corner storeroom, where

he had concealed some exceptionally
fine furs. These he gave to his guest, Ths
wife would produce moccasin boots and
a cartbou-skin shit that she gave to the
guest to put on, Fmally she usually gave
him a robe of ermine skins for his wifc,
[t 1s noteworthy that the final exchanges
involved a pseudo giving back and torth,
cach party knowing tull well that he
would receive more.

During the time that trading was
progress the younger men ot both par-
ties were careful to take no part i the
proceedings. At best the voung Tlingit
were permitted to take along only a few

articles of themr own. These they might
trade with the younyg men of the vil-
lage, but this was done semi-secretly at
meetines out-ot-doors. Such unoflicial
exchangings often led to the formation
of “partnerships™ later in lite.

When the tradimg which had been
somg on i each house was completed,
cvervone feasted. After the feasting, as
many as could get in assembled in the
largest house in the village of the chiet,
There the Thngit ranged themselves
on vne side of the room, the villagers
on the other. Specches were made and
the hosts were requested by 1he guests
to teach them several songs. These the
Tlhngeit later sang at festivals in their
own villages, 1t bemng considered a great
thing among them to be able 1o sing a
“new’ song or perform a tnew’ danee.
After a day or two spent mastermg the
new songs, the Thneit punty made ready
for the return. Each host was expected
to supply his house guests with food tor
the trip. and his wife often presented
them with a quantity of spruce gum for
chewing. Arrangements tor a subsequent
tracing expedition were completed and
the party set out tor home,

Many of these imterior songs, learned through
tradce. are still sung on the coast. As a genre,
they are sometimes referred o as “trade
songs,” and cach song has a story. ~ Mec-
Clellan (1975:506) concludes, “There 1s no
question that story teliing was an important
feature of the general festivities attending
trading, and wc know that when the Stikine
Thingit traded with the Tahltan they too held
regular story-telling contests that lasted
scveral days (Teit 1917:428-429), 1t is said
that in these bouts the Thingit proved to
knaw many morce stories than did the interior
people.”™ At a 1999 gathering at the Sheldon
Muscum in Hames (March 12, 1999). Pete
and Dixic (Rachel) Johnson, Thngits from
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36) states, “If a sale had been consummated
i her absence., she might repudiate the trans-
action and demand the money back.” Trav-
clling in Alaska in 1877, .S, Wood (1882:
333) wrote of Thngit women’s authority

as “unquestioned™ and their veto as “never
disregarded.” citing examples of some his
own trade deals with Thingit men having
been nixed by their wives. He conceluded that
this behavior was part of a general code in
trade that allowed Thngits “to undo a con-
tract at any time, provided they could return
the consideration received.™ In one case, this
ivolved a Chilkat trader returning over 600
miles from his village to Fort Simpson to
revoke a trade deal made on skins, after fail-
ing to garner as much for them as he paid in
the Interior,

OTHER ELEMENTS OF THE HUMAN
LANDSCAPE

In addition to habitation, travel.
trade, and subsistence geography, graves
wcere another important element i the hu-
man landscape. In the pre- and carly post-
contact cra, most Thngits were cremated
and their ashes buried., often in ceremomial
boxes within (or beneath) trees behind the
village. Only shamans were treated specially,
their remains being placed in caves or open-
Imgs upon promontorics or natural lookouts,
Many of these grave sites are recorded 1n the
Scalaska’s historic sites survey (Wilsey and
Ham 1973). However, there are no shaman or
pre-Christian burial sites identified for Dyea
or Skagway,

With adoption of Christian customs.
burials and gravevards were established.
Paddy Goencette, of Haines, commented on
the change of customs and locations of key

Chilkoot graveyards in his 1946 statcment o
Goldschmidt and Haas (1998:109)
There was a graveyard for
Yeindust akhye people between the
military post and Hames Mission, When
1 was a yvoung man, bodies were cre-
mated. and the remains burted at Tanam
Point. behind the village. At the mouth
of the Chilkoot River. across from the
village, was a graveyard that belonged
to the Lukaaxh.adi clan. The fences can
still be seen there, There are also people
of other clans buried there. We used to
bury Indian doctors in the caves around
Chilkoot Lake. T saw one of iy uncles
buried there when [ was a young man,
These are on the west side of the lake.
There is also a cemetery for Native
people at Skagway | Dyca?|
The latter may be a reference to the cemetery
above the old IHealy & Wilson trading post,
According to archacologist Karl Gurcke (per-
sonal communication 2002), there are at least
scven cemeteries in the Chilkoot area:
At Dyca there ave/were at least four
cemeteries, The first was the wholly
Native cemetery located just above
the Healy & Wilson trading post. This
washed out along with the trading post
many vears ago. Then there 1s the Town
Cemetery (sometimes also called the Na-
tive Cemeteryv). Natives were buried in
it both during and after the ¢old rush. It
nught have been a segregated cemetery
during the rush but eertamly not atier.
This cemetery is mostly washed out but
remole sensing i 1999 has indicated
that at least 3 graves remain, Then there
18 the Slide Cemetery for the vicums
of the April 3, 189X avalanche on the
Chilkoat Tranl. A few others, who died of
other causes, were buned there alter the
avalanche but I think all the individuals
buned there are whites. Finally there is
the Relocated Cemetery. This 1s where
the marked graves trom the Town Cem-
ctery were move to i 1978, 1is located
just east ol the Slide Cemetery and some
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fur-trade era there was reportedly o ban on white men
mn the Chilkat termtory (Beardslee 1882): sumilarly.
when the Hudson Bay Company established a trading
post at I'ort Selkirk on the Upper Yukon in 1847, the
Chilkat [eader “Chatrich”™ (Lmmons n.d.. Davidson
1901) considered it an atlront to his trading rights and
sent a party Lo destroy 1t in 1832, On another pecasion
a Chilkat war party reportedly took possession of

a Hudson Bay Company ship in Pyramid Harbor
(LLmmons n.d.)

“ Fmmons (n.d)) also recorded another interpretation
of this name, meaning “hollow or empty referring to
an empty canog, as m winter when the float wee filled
the head of Chilkoot Inlet and those coming from the
southward had 1o leave the canoes here and travel by
trail to the village above. The canoe was then emptied
and turmed over on the gunwales.™ Though claborate
and revealing of the human geography ot the area,

no present day Thingits we interviewed transiated the
name this way.

* For more on Copper River trade, see Pratt (1998).

" As with gender roles, the evolution of indigenous
music during the gold rush period (in¢luding the
important genre of trade songs) is a topic worthy

of further study, although sources are limited. Fora
general reference to music tn the gold rush era. see
Murray (1999). Recently some works have been
published on Native sports and reercation during the
cold rush tc.g., Heine and Wansley 1996).

T another sesston at the Sheldon Muscum (I8 May
1998, Tape #98.042.2001), a similar version of the
story was told by Paulina Phillips with Dixic Johnson
singiny,

M, Marks also noted that the trade song contatned
“interior” [ Tagish? Tutchone?] words, which he could
not translate, When he performed the trade song

with the Gersan Dancers at the Lskimo Olympies in
Anchorage in the 1970s, an interior Indian approached
hiom afterward and stated 1t was also thewr song,

M Tor a crinque of TEK studies, with special reference
to Northwest Canada and Southeast Alaska. see
Nadasdy (1999), Cruikshank (2001) and Hunn et al.
(2003).
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CHAPTER 1il: Early Contact and Gold Rush Period (1800s)

My grandpa tried o tell hin to

come back [to Fort Selkirk]. But Robert

Campbell, the white man, was afraid. So

my grandpa Campbell gaye hin some

diy fish, That Hudson™s Bay man went

away and he never came back. T guess

maybe he went to butld a post some-

where clse.
In fact. we learn from the written record that
Campbell tried to muster support to recap-
ture and rebuild the tort. As Cruikshank
(1991:87) notes, “Robert Campbell walked
thousands of miles, first to FFort Simpson,
and then to Minnesota to try to convinee his
superiors, particularly Gowvernor Simpson, to
retaliate against the Chilkats and to resupply
his Yukon post. The company had alrcady de-
cided, though, that the Yukon operation was
unprofitable, and Campbell never retumned to
the Yukon.”™ The Thngits, in tum, held onto
their monopoly for another three decades.

Another matter that 1s not clear is just
what the Tlingit intended, Did they come
solely to “raid, plunder. and burm™ the village
as some written accounts suggest ( Jarvis i
Crutkshank 1991:87), or did they only burn,
and this only after diplomatic ctlorts failed?
We do know that they came bearing trade
goods, and letters. including a reprimand for
the commander of the HBC vessel the Bea-
ver (often anchored at Pyramid Harbor), who
reported that the Thingit “had been particu-
larly unruly and thievish, cven on the coast™
(McClellan 1975:503). But the Thingit may
have mistaken this as a letter of support tor
their rights. Did they attempt 1o present this
letter as part of a larger case for why Fort
Sclkirk should stop competing for trade? In
other words, was there some kind of mis-
communication that caused the Tlingit to
become violent? Some oral sources suggest
that Tlingits, although menacing, were actu-
ally not responsible for ransacking the fort.

Annic Auston states,
There’s a big story about the

Thingits chasing out the Hudson’s Bay

people, from Pelly. But they were dance-

ing they had their masks on and they

could scare unybody. Those guys really

didn’t know what was going on. They

had thetr war masks on. Those traders

got scared and they took ol They lefi

cvervtbing in that store, The Tlingits

didn’t ransack: it was the people from

down around that arca. After those guys

ran away and left that store there then

those guys went and picked up some

stutt. When the next traders came around

they started tearimg down the buildings

for firewoud, but they never came after

them with spears and stuff. That came

out in Rapert’s workshop we did about

twao vears ago [1996] at the Yukon Col-

[ege. 1Cs really ironic that the Thngits

were getting blamed for that tading post

i Sclkirk. They got blamed for it but

they just danced.
However, i not responsible for looting. the
Thngit were apparently responsible for sct-
ting fire to the fort, because, as Tagish elder
Patsy Henderson (Kulscen, MeClellan 1975;
511) states, “They were jealous of the store.™
George Davidson’s (1891) 1869 cthnogeo-
eraphical interview with Koh-Klux himsclf,
suggests that the Thingit party came via the
Chilkat Pass, sought support for their case
agamst the HBC among the people of the
Yukon, before confronting the HBC dircetly.
and later burning the fort and retuming to
Klukwan via what would become the Dal-
ton Trail. But unfortunately. the interview
1s silent on detatls of the actual encounter
and whether 1t featured dancing. I so, one
wonders. what dances? Perhaps Athabas-
kan dances obtained through trade, or the
“Dance of the Gunanaa™ (Gunanaa Leixhi)
or “Avan-ootca” (“"Imitating-famimite,”
Shotridge 1919:212-214; also recorded as
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a muzzle loader, you stand up silver fox
furs as gh as the barrel. 1f you didn’t
have silver fox, they woulde't trade.

Just gh skins-—-no muskrat or inink
were wanted at that time. No tee squirrel
market that time either. They heard about
people at Fort Selkirk  the H.B.C. came
and put up trading posts. It was before
me. And atler a while. the Indians went
trapping, Atter a while, the Thngit Indi-
ans from flaimes [Klukwan], they set fire
to the store that was there. The Thngit
were jealous of the store, because all

the Indians would go to the store, They
pack up from tHaines o Champagne and
down the nver. Lots of them starved
coing back to Haines, [Us a long way.
They would come to Tagish too, Lots of
them  mavbe a hundred. Fach man had
a pack on lus back, They traded out of
doors. They spread ot things all around
them, cach man.. They would just trade
skins, .. Beaver skin was o heavy for
them to puck back to the coast. They
woulld buy marten and Tvnx. These are
casy o pack and not heavy, One marten
skin would buy a cheap cloth shirt i my
trme. Before miy time it would cost two
marten skins for a shurt,

The same man would come hack ev-
ery vear. He would come to his friends,
You would keep vour furs for vour trad-
mg partners. He might come after other
people come to trade, but vou kept vour
turs for him. The older people still talked
Tlingit good then, We are lost like halt-
blaod now...

The Haines Indians did not ga to
Pelly. We went that way from Tagish. We
would pack our store on the back—gun,
shells. tobacco--things we could pack
on our back. They would pay lots of
turs 1o us for those things, T would gt
more for them than [ pard. 1 would buy
from the coast people when they come
i, and then I charge more for the things
at Pelly because [ had to pack the things
there. We got a foot tratl, Tt goes Teslin
way and then to Marsh lake. Pyve been to

Pelly Banks and Ross River. Ross River
Indiuns arc “Stick Indians.” We would
trade up there 1 summer or in the winter
with a dog team; then we would not have
o pack on the buck. The Indians there
would be glad to see us, They want to
sinoke. That time were lots of beaver
there. .. We leave them be. The skin was
100 heavy.

Daddy. it he got a lot of stufl, he
would have three or four packers, ile
would pay them in furs. Ths nephews
would pack for him. When they have
trouble, my daddy looks after them. A
man looks after himselt now, He doesn't
take care of his nephews any more, (Mc-
Clellan 1975:510-511)

Another account of this cra was recorded
by Mrs. Annic Ned (Cruikshank 1991:298-
301 n a narrative entitled “My Husband’s
Shagoon:”

My Husband’s tather had Coast In-
dian name  Goonxaktsay, Coast Indians
oave lnim that one when they came to
trade. ..

Those days one man had once
partner. First time Coast Indians trade.
they brought in different colored hlan-
kets  red blankets. yellow blankets, blue
blankets. No duty that time they pack!...

My father-in-law’s country, Paddy's
tather’s country. is right here. Steam-
boat Landing  Miwchigea, drittwood
creek.” 1Cs qust hike a bridge there where
the driftwood builds up. Two rivers
meet there  Lake Arkell River [ Takhin
Raver). Die Chie, and Mendenhall River
Chonk dla Clae. .. Long ume ago, King
salmon used to go up Chonk dGla Chi
to Ten Mile Lake, but in my time there
were too many beaver and king salmon
didin’t go through. My [ather-m-law
moved here when he mamed Paddy
Simith’s mother. e hived this side [north
side] ol Mendenhall Raver, Chenk ilu
Cha. Atter | stayed with my husband,
Paddy Smith, we had house other [south]
side of the river,

Long time ago, Coast indians usaed
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trade practices, prices. and routes traveled.
but also in affirming the role ot the Tagish as
intermediaries with the Pelly River Athabas-
kans. Patsy Henderson’s narrative suggests
the pattern of trade between these two groups
was remarkably similar to the Tlingit-Tagish
pattern, with trade partnerships and names,
ceremonial exchanges, and demand for Euro-
pean manufacturers, such as beads and calico
by the interior-most groups: importantly.
however, these trade expeditions included
women (McCleltlan 1975:514-15). The ac-
counts also suggest that the custom of barter
as opposcd to trade for cash persisted much
longer in the Interior, where. as Fanny Smith
(intervicew) recalls. “Everythimg was traded
for fur.” Another unit of value among furs
was the so-called “made-beaver.” a reference
to a dressed beaver skin (MeClellan 1975
S1). | |
The period between 1830 and 1880

was perhaps the peak of coastal Tlingit-in-
terior Native trade and intercourse. Demand
for furs remainced relatively high, and Tlin-

aits made healthy profits from trading furs
for coastal Tlingit and European goods.
We get turther information on prices from
the trader Frank Mahoney (1870:20), who
recorded the following in 1869-1870 (also
Emmons 1991:445; Greer 1995:36).

Depending on how you figure it.
Chilkat-Chilkoot profits could be as high as
2,000 pereent. As Greer (1993:35-36) points
out, however, strictly cconomic evaluations
as “exchange of goods only™ missces the fact
that interior peoples “had other motives tor
participating in the trade, and gained other
benefits.” She suggests “a more balanced ap-
proach to asscssing the benefits obtained by
the parties involved in the trade™ that consid-
crs sociocultural factors as well,

... It is unfair, bowever to refer to

all this as profit, given the work and

danger involved in carryving the Luro-

pean trade goods imto the interior and

packing the furs back to the coast, In fact

high profit margins were characteristic of

the entire North American fur frade. The

American George Davidson estimated

Table 6. Prices for Furs Negotiated by the Tlingit ¢. 1870

~ Chilkat-Chifkoot Buying

Chilkat-Chilkoot Selling

item Price from Interior Natives | Price to non-Native traders
Marten 050 $2-3.00 |
Mink 0.25 | T025-1.50 |
Lynx 0.20] —
Silver fox - 1a2h 400
| Red fox 00.25-0.50 0.75-1.00
| Cross f[ox o 0.25-0.50 1.50-2.00
“Wolverine = T 0.37 ==
Black bear 0.50-1.50  1.50-3.50 |
Brown bear 0.50 0.50-2.50
- Grizzly bear 0.50-1.50 [.00-3.00 !
' Beaver 0.20-0.40 | 0.80-1.00 per Ib |
Land otter 0.50 1.50-$2.00
"Hairseal | - - 0.08-0.10
“Deer hides = 0.15-0.20
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that the Hudson's Bay Company was

making at least 100 percent profit in its

fur trading etforts out of Fort Simpsen. ..
Indeed both the Russian-American Company
and the HBC found profit margins were not
s0 high when the expenses of running ther
operations, including gift-giving and ceremo-
mal exchanges, travel and defense costs, and
so on, were factored into the balance.

Jtis important o note that the Tlin-
ait, oo, were exploited and cheated in trade.
Krause reported 1881-82 prices showing
considerably smaller profit margins basced on
Tlhingit sales of fur 1o a local trader represent-
ing the Northwest Trading Company. There
were other monopolistic schemes as well,

The price ol goods is fixed by the
company in American money as well as

the value of furs offered in exchange.

However, they are not paid in cash but

eiven tickets of various colors, worth

one. one-halt. one-fourth, one-cighth

dollars. and which can be exchanged for

merchandise at any of the company’s
factories, Sinee the goods were twenty-

five to fifty percent above the prices

i Portland or San Franctsco, the price

actually paid for the furs scemed greater

than it really was, It was a common

practice on the part ol the traders in

dealing with the Indians to use substan-

dard weights and measures, An “Indian’

vard had thirty-live mches (instead of

thirty-six mches) and an “Indian’ pound

had fifteen ounces (instead of sixteen).

(Krause 1936:133)

Another key clement i the trade
after 1830 was alcohol. While the Russians
banncd alcohol trade. with the blessing of
many Thngit leaders. demand remained high:
and Amcrican and Enghsh traders furnished
supplics ot the contraband. By 1836 Rus-
stan-American Company Board of Directors
(ABT:290) were camplaining. “The losses
suflered by the Russian-American Company,

thanks to the violation of the Treaty by the
English, arce very important both from a ma-
terial and moral aspect. The sale of gun-pow-
der and rum by the English to the natives,
has not only diverted their trade from us to
the English ships standing in our straits, but
has caused the natives to turn against us and
call us oppressors. the opposite of the Eng-
lish who provide them with all they want.”
Thus, in 1835 the Russians withdrew the
privilege of {rec navigation of their waters by
Amecrican traders due to the “sale of fircarms
and spirits to the natives by unscrupulous
traders™ (ABT 1904:321). The situation only
worsened when the Tlingit learnced to make
their own brew. As Krause notes,

The Thngit have a great desire for
alcoholic beverages, although they only
became acquainted with them through
the Europeans, However, in his day
Fangsdorf sayvs that they refused brandy,
supposedly because they were atraid of
losing their faculties and talling into the
hands of the Russians, but soon affer-
ward alcohol became the most desirable
itemn of trade and the greedy fur taders
tound that with 1t they could break down
the shrewdness ol the Indians in barter,
Although later both the Russtan and
Anierican governnients positively pro-
hibited the sale of hquor to the natives,

of 1t through bootlegeing (smuggling),
but the worst situation 1s that they have
learned Lo prepare an intoxicating drink
themselves, A white trader, named
Brown, a discharged soldier, whao had
long manufactured liquor seeretly. taught
them the art, The distilling apparatus was
made of a petroleum can, and cither the
hollow stem of @mant kelp (Macroscvsteis
pyrifera Ag.y or even angular pipes of tin
picced together served as tubes. When
the agents of the Northwest Trading
Company no longer gave the natives
molasses, they used. in addition o sugar,
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day to day until New Year's day, when

he and a couple of other minor chiels

andertook to disarm the sentinel at the

muin entrance into the Indian village,

They suceeeded i wresting the musket

from the cuard and made of! into the

village... confined him and his principal

confederates i the aftamr in the guard-

house, where they sull remain,

Cholckeka [James Horch] is known

as the most powerlul and vindicuve

chict on the coast here. Knowing his

history and power, I have watched him

and treated him accordingly. | think |

have got him in the right place, and will

endeavor to bring him to u proper under-

stundimg of the authority of the United

States.
Smilarly, an editorial i the July 1869
Alaska Times complained about the lack of
docibity among the Chilkat Thngit who car-
ricd on a very large trading business. . .chict-
ly in furs and skins, the market, however, is
not accessible to every onc. The Indians rule
and therr fashions are law in that land. .. At
present the Indians govern to suit their own
interests” (in Neufeld and Norris 1996:34).

Disciphining the Thngit to accept ULS.
authority was to become the theme ot the
I880s. 1t began with a build up of military
and governmental surveillance in the arca, ¢
policy that had been recommended by nu-
merous visitors. Special Agent 11, H. M-
Intyre, tor example, noted:

[tis a well known fact that with

the single exception ol a villuge on the

Tehilkat River. there 1s not one In-

dian town on the coast that may not be

destroyved in a tew hours by an armied

vessel, and as soen as this has been ac

complished by the peculiur nature of the

country the natives unable to subsist m

the miterior are completely at our merey,

(in thnekley 1996:735)°
Sccretary of the Navy Charles Darling (ABT
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1904:361) stated i 1903, “For some years
it was the practice to have the naval vessels
stationed in Lynn Canal for the preserva-
tion of order,”™ and the vessel logs show this
m the form ol increased arrests, Koh-klux,
Daanawaakh . and numerous other prominent
Thngits were jailed or detained during this
decade. At the same time. the military pres-
ence facilitated penetration of the country.
Thus, i 1868 General Davis (ABT 1904
355) recommended “with the Chilkats to
send an exploring party up that river to the
Yukon and even down it with pertect safety.
This country has never to my knowledge
been explored.™ As a first step toward this
campaign to “open up’ the country, he noted,
“A discharged soldier from this command is
now with these tribes some distance up the
Chilkat River... an old miner ... the Indians
induced ... to go with them into their country
and prospect it. They assured me that they
would return him here all safe.™

The first step toward opening the
Chilkoot Pass came around 1874 when
prospector George Holt along with guide
Chilkoot Jack and two Indians slaves,
crossed the “Chilkat™ (probubly the Chilkoot)
pass to rcach Marsh Lake (Dawson [887-
88:179). Holt was likely the fivst white
man to traverse any ol the Chilkat-Chilkoot
passes and return successfully. How he
negotiated passage with the Tlingit is not
altogether clear, although it is obvious that
he sought permission from Chilkoot Jack
(Lukhaax.adi?) and paid the guide for s
services. Apparently he reached as far as
Marsh Lake and Teshin River, and upon his
return told grand stories about discovering
vold. But subsequent prospectors failed 1o
find its source "and Holt was killed by In-
dians in Alaska before anyone could extract
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g the trail as Daanawaakh became weaker
with age (Appendix A, List of Key Clan
Leaders). Although the trails were now open,
additional i1ssues arosc over prices for pack-
ing and other access. Again the U.S. govern-
ment intervened to disciphine the Natives,
Licutenant Nichols wrote to Daanawaakh
and Lundat™ in 1885 warming, “This country
is free 1o all white men to go through in the
pursuit of their business. .. I any of the white
men desire to do their own packing they must
not be interfered with., . and the white chief
who governs the whole country 1s very angry
with you for this 1ll treatment of peaccable
people passing through your country,” Two
vears prior, in 1883, E.C, Meniman (ABT
1904:429), Commander of the ULS.S. Adams.
wrote a letter of reference for Daanawiakh,
expressing that he had been disciplined for
charging high royalties to whites and would
not do so. The letter read in part that previ-

ously, Daanawaakh had “charged a royalty of

S15 for allowing white men to pass through
his country,” but. “After talking to him he
promises never to do so agam. He appears
to be anxious now to be recognized as an
especial friend of the whites. I would advise
white men to listen to him. as he has much
influence among his people. I have given
him a “talking 10,” and he expresses a great
desire to be looked upon as the protector of
the whites living in or passing through this
country.”™ Despite its dubtous contents, the
lcader otten proudly displayed the letier to
visitors as proot of his legitimacy and stand-
ing with the U.S. government. Krause (1956;
1 16) remarked on this tendency:
He |the Thngit] puts great value

on letters of recommendation of such

whites as are i his opinion in high and

mfluential positions, Such letters are

carctully put away and on occasion

CHAPTER lIi: Early Contact and Gold Rush Period (1800s)

shown to strangers to impress them with

the impartance of the owner. Frankly

sometines the contents of the letters

are not such as to help give the desired

impression, Among the documents of

chiel Don-¢-wak, which in good | huogit

tradition he did not bring torth until the

second ar third day. there was a state-

ment that he owed u certain tirm so and

so many dollars for tobacco; another

mentioned his weakness for making fove

to white women.

The quest ot Thingit leaders for legitimacy
and recognition in the eyes of whites ulti-
mately played into the hands of the disciplin-
g torees of the American military and civil
establishment. Key lcaders within the Native
ranks were co-opted as a local police forec
and as representative of the “Great Chief™
from Washmgton. Once co-opted, they
became casier to control with “carrots™ of
prestige and perks and “sticks™ consisting of
disciplinary measures or threats to withdraw
support.

At the same time, as demand for
packers increased with the opening of the
Chilkoot, local packers were naturally 1n a
vood position to prosper. Succeesstul packers
could carn as much as six to cight thousand
dollars per year, a large sum in the nine-
tecenth century, Lven rugged mdividualist
prospcectors. anxious to get to the gold but
unfamiliar with the terrain and saddled with
outfits averaging some 400 pounds, were
casily persuaded to hire the Thngits (Neufeld
and Norris 1990:44). The Natives” position
was cnhanced not only by the simple laws of
supply and demand and their territorial and
trade rights claims, but also by thewr unparal-
leled skills as packers and local knowledge
as guides. Iven seasoned military men and
explorers, such as Frederick Schwatka (1888
13, 23-24). who at first shuddered at hir-
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ing Chitkoot packers who would “take no
less than $9-12 per 100 tbs™ and yiclded no
bulk discount for his large party and load of
roughly two tons. quickly came to admire
their packing prowess,

T'he anount some of these packers
cany seems marvelous and makes esti-
mates for pack mules or rains therefore
scem superfluous, Their only packing
gear is a couple of bands. one passing
over the forchead. where it s flattened
oul mnto a broad strip. and the other over
the armis and across the breast, the two
muet behind ona level with the shoulder,
and are there attached to lashings more
or less intricate, according to the nature
of the material to be transported. 1fa
box or stfl bag. the breast band is so
arranged 1o regard 1o length that when
the elbow s placed against 1t (the box)
the strip fits tightly over the extended
forcarm across the palm of the hand bent
buckwards. The head-band s then the
width of the hand beyond this, At least |
saw a few Indians arranging their packs
and their harness according to this mode,
The harness proper will not weigh over
a pound. and the lashing according to
s length, The strip across the head and
breast is of untanned deer skin about
2 inches wide, with holes or slits
the ¢nds protected from tearing out by
spindles or bone or tvory.

Indeed. Thngits were trained from an carly
age to engage in the rugged physical tasks
involved in packing, Parties often consisted
not only of men. but also women, children,
slaves (at least through the 1870s) and dogs
(increasingly after the demise of slavery)
(figurc 10). Frederick Funston (1896:2-3)
reported that his expedition “divided our
goods into seven packs and engaged five
men and two women to carry these loads to
the summit of the pass.... The Indians sup-

ported the loads on themnr backs by the aid of
deerskin bands. passing across the forchead.

Several children carried on their backs light
loads, consisting of food and cooking uten-
sils tor the use of the Indians, while two of
the dogs also wore packs.” Pack loads varied
from 36 to 137 pounds, with boys carrying
the highter loads and men the heavier, ac-
cording to Schwatka. J.B. Moorc (in Greer
1995:50) recorded, “Native women and their
young daughters and sons from ten years

of age were also packing from fifty to sev-
enty—five and one hundred pounds on their
backs for miners, carning {from ten to twenty
dollars per day.” Ogilvie (1913:132-134).
the Canadian surveyor, made the crossing
with the legendary Tagish-Tlingit packer
Jim Mason (Keish, “Lone Wolf” [Johnson
2001:160]) and dubbed him “Skookum (the
Chinook term for strong) Jim™ for his feat
of carrying 156 pounds ot bacon over the
pass in a single trip. He noted, “This might
be considered a load anywhere on any roads,
but over the stony moraine of a glacier, as
the first half of the distance 18, and then up a
steep pass. chmbing more than 3000 feet n
six or seven mtles, some of 1t so steep that
the hands have to be used to assist one up,
certainly 1s a stuff test of strength and endur-
ance.” Perhaps the highest claim for a Native
packload was made by a very experienced
witness, John Healy, the co-founder of the
Healy and Wilson trading post at Dyca, who
credits men with carrving up to 223 pounds
and “whip[ping| the wholc business over in
two camps, camping the day at Sheep Camp™
(Healy 1929:115; Greer 1995:50). Years
later Berton (1983:244-245), without cit-

Ing a primary source, recorded. “An Indian
packer managed to reach the summit with a
three-hundred-and-fifty-pound barrel on his
back.” and also, “A Swede named Anderson
and a Siwash Indian called Jumbo cach made

124 Klondike Gold Rush National Historical Park Ethnographic Overview and Assessment



CHAPTER Il Early Contact and Gold Rush Period (1800s)

Figure 10. Barefoot Tlingit boy packer at Dyea (Courtesy of KLGO)

one trip from the Scales to the summit on a
bet with a staggering three hundred pounds.
They returned in a dead heat, whereupon the
Swede immediately hoisted a sccond three
hundred pounds on his shoulders. The Indian
stared at him in dismay and rctired from the
contest.”

[n addition to supporting tremendous
packloads, Thingit impressed their clients in
other ways. Funston (1896:2-3) remarked on
the Chilkoots™ mountamecring skills:

At the Scales "As soon as the Indi-

ans ascertained that the crust of the snow

was hard and unyiclding they divided the

packs, leaving nearly halt ot their loads

at the foot ot the aseent.. .. The two wom-

en who had accompanied us thus far

now returned to Sheep Camp, and one of

the men, producing a strong plaited Iine

of rawhide. about one hundred feet long,

which he had brought with him, passed

1 under every man's belt, lashing the

nine of us together about 10 feet apar,

The mam at the head of'the Line carned

i his hands one of our hatchets, and as

we advanced cut tootholds in the ice and

hard-packed snow.” They proceeded to

'zig-zag” up the pass, arrving 6.5 hours

after leaving Sheep Camp. After a half

hour’s rest the Indians returned for the

remaining packs and amved up the pre-

cut path two hours later.
Schwatka (1885:18) observed. “The stunted
branches of trailing vines and their roots,
and cven on their hands and knees, were
often used in the steepest ascents. Many of
them had rough alpenstocks cut in the Dayay
[Tarya] Valley with which they steadied
themselves in bad places, and on the snow
covering the mountain sides tratls were
made by advance parties arranging footholds
inclining imwards before essaying them with
their packs.™ In addition, he

noticed that day [June 1T, I1883] that
the Indians in followme a trail on snow
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up hill, oron a level, or even a shight
descent always follow 1 one another’s
tracks as much as possible, so that my
large packing train made a teail that
could easily be accounted tor by sup-
posing that only five or six Indians had
passed over 1t. When gomg down a steep
descent. however, cach one makes his
own scpanbe and distinet trail, and they
scatter out over many vards. [ thought
this worth recording in estimating their
numbers under sach circumstances.
(1883:20)
Tlingits were also experts in guiding canoes
upstream and i constructing raft and skin
boats for use  the Interior. Miner [id Lung
(in Spude 1980:61) in 1897 admired the
canoe handling skills of Joc Whiskers, an
uncle of the late Lukhaax.adi leader Aus-
tin Hammond (who also carried the name
Daanawaakh):

The next morning, much to the
surprise of all the stampeders, Indian Joc
W hiskers brought his canoc around 1n
front of our camp and helped us pack our
supplies. Then we started up the rushing
Tatya River. As the canvon narrowed
down and the water becamie swalter., the
Indian and Stacey got out and walked
along the bank., pulling with Tong ropes.
while I stood up in the canoe and pushed
and guided the craft with a long pole.
The Indian wore a carious harness
around his head and shoulders called a
“tuwnp Line.” With this contraption, he
pulled with great strength.

[altway up the canyon, we passed
severitl men who had heen deserted by
the Indian packers. They certainly were
in bad straits!

Thngits were well aware of the value
of their knowledge and skills and made cf-
forts to safeguard it when appropriate. For
example. while at Dyea. Ogilvie (1897)
heard about another pass [White Pass] to the
headwaters of the Lewes River and wanted to

send Captain Moore to explore it. However,
he could extract little information from the
Natives: “Nonc of the Chilkats appeared to
know anything of the pass, and I concluded
that they wished to keep its existence and
condition a secret, The Tagish. or Stick Indi-
ans...are afraid to do anything in opposition
to the wishes of the Chilkoots, so it was ditfi-
cult to get any of them to join Capt. Moore.™
Billic Moore (Captain Moore’s son) was able
to sceurce only the most cursory details about
the White Pass from Skookum Jim, whom he
first met in 1886, and who described to him
“a longer route through the mountains but
not so high a pass to cross. ... [but] would not
provide...any further information, protesting
that a great evil would befall him if he said
any more” (Minter 1987:21).

The problem of desertion or aban-
donment by packers. mentioned in Lung’s
account, Is a recurrent theme in the literature.
[t is another source of cross-cultural misun-
derstanding, Tlingit packers deserted Ogilvie
at the summit of the Chilkoot Pass, and he
and his men struggled mightily to move ther
goods even a short distance to Lake Linde-
man. with members sutfering snow blindness
and other ill-eftects (another seeret of the
Thngit and Tagish was to put a mixtare of
soot and grease, called Aatwar. on their faces
to reduce sunburn and glare) (Greer 1995:
50). There, he had a hard time convincing
the Tagish packers to take him onward, duc
to then fear of reprisals from the Thingit,
Fortunately for his party. Ogilvie was ablc
to prevatl upon George Carmack- - the white
soon-to-be co-discoverer of Klondike Gold.
who had married a Tagish woman (Kate) and
thus gamed influence among them- - to pro-
cure their packing services for the remaining
supplics at 85 per 100 pounds, approximately
half of the coastal Thngit rate. Though this
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price rated very lgh on the interior scale, the
would-be packers still balked until
After considerable ridicule of their

cowardice, and explanution of the fact
that they had the exclusive nght to all
working i therr own country, the coun-
try on the north side of the coast range
admitted by the coast Indians to belong
to the Tagish tribe just as the coast tibes
had the privilege of domng all the work
on the coast side of the mountains, and
that one of their number was already
working with me unmolested. and Likely
to cantinue to do so. pine of them came
over, and in fear and trembling began to
pack down to the Take.

While whites typically considered
such actions as examples of the Indians’
dishonesty, fatlure to abide by contracts,
laziness, cowardice, (raudulent and decceittul
iendencies, Thngits had their own reasons
for discharging their obhigations, As noted
above, In Thngit a contract for goods or
services was a “hving” exchange that was
subject to renegotiation, depending upon
certain condittons, such as weather, 1llness.
treatment by their ehients, and so an. While
packers could clearly be explontative. espe-
cially ina “packers” market,” just as whites
were ina “buyers’ market,” in other situa-
tions the impetus tor desertion or abandon-
ment was more likely eross-cultural miscom-
munication about the terms or the very nature
of contracts,

Al the same time, there are stories
of incredible loyalty on the part of Native
auides and feats above and beyond the terms
of any contract. Such was the case with Tom
Williams™ Chilkoot guide (“Indian Bob™).
who led Williams on a dangerous trip over
the pass to Dyea in the winter of 1886 to
sccure much needed supplies and relay the
message that gold had been discovered in

the Interior, Severe conditions led to hunger.
hypothermia. and exhaustion, as well as the
death of their dogs. Williams collapsed just
over the pass and would have died if his
guide had not carried him on has back down
the steep slopes of the summit to tree hine,
where a sled was secured from some pros-
pectors and used to drag Wilhams the rest of
the way to Healy & Wilson's trading post,
Untortunately, Williams died after two days,
never recovering enough to explain why he
had made the trip. But his Indian guide effec-
tively retaved the message by reaching into a
sack of Healy’s beans and flinging a handtul
to the floor: “Gold.” he said. “All same like
this!” (Berton 1938:10-17).

Conflicts over contracts became the
tocus of another important cvent, the Bishop
Scghers aftair, Reportedly the bishop was
assaulted by a Thngit chief (likely Lunaat’),
and the icident prompted Governor of
Alaska, AP Swincford, to take disciplinary
action against the Chilkoot Tlingit. Billic
Moore witnessed the ieident at Dyea in
| 886.

.Jack Wade, John Burke, and a

man called loe, came in from Haipes

Misston, which wus a short distiancee

below and across the bay, in a canoe,

They had gone over there to make ar-

rangements with the natives to pack their

outfits over the sunmnt, When the na-

tives arrived, they held a pow-wow, and

deaided that ten dollars a pack. they bad

contracted tor, wis not enough, They in-
sisted on getting thirteen dollars a puck.

Atter talking the matter over with all the

men i camp, Wade told the natives that

ten dollars was the price agreed upon,

“Take ttor leave 1t Being told this the

natives took to thewr canocs and went

back home,

Twao days Tater they returned,

Bishop Seghers, Father Tost and FFathet

Robaut, also arrived. Returning home,
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the native(s) had told the bishop, they
had decided to come back and carry out
their onginal agreement, but afier their
arrival, they again refused to pack for
less than thirteen dollars,

Quite an aregument ensued. The
chict then showed a large document,
with red and green seals conspicuously
displayed. that had been given him by
Captain Nichols of the United States
steamship Pinta, proclaiming him to be a
good and reliable nauve. Thereupon the
bishop told the chief. that he would tell
Captain Nichols. that the chicf was not a
cood man, “that he old hes!™

The chict became very angry. Ap-
proaching the bishop. he chucked him
hightly under the nose. At this, Wade. und
the other white men got their ritles and
pistols. Healy called Moore over to the
store and told him to wll the white mien,
not to et the natives surround them. as
he expected there would be trouble. He
said, “Have those that have no fircarms
come here and get some.” There were
one hundred and cight natives and only
cleven white men present. All of the
nutives had kmives. three had nifles, and
there were a number of pistols among
them. Atter much loud 1alk. the natives
all went off some distance and sat down
on the ground. Moore and all the white
men repaired to Healy's store, with the
exception of two. who remained outside
on guard, Afler about two hours and
much palavering among the natives., the
chief came over to the store and told the
white men that they would transter the
packs over the summit for twelve dol-
lars per pack. This price was accepted.
(Chase 1947:103-104)

...did not deny having had wouble

with the archbishop, whom [ personally

Know to be a most genial. Kind-hearted

gentleman, while he boldly asserted the

right to exact payment for the privi-

lege of passing through the country he

cloimed as belonging to hin and his

people. | theretore, atter explaining

him the reason, ordered him to be placed

under arrest, and knowing the disposi-

tion to suicide of these natives under

such circumstances, had him so secured

as to prevent him from doing himsclf a

personal injury. 1 then went on shore and

had a “talk™ with his people, to whom |

caplaimed the mtentions of the Govern-

ment coneerning them, assurced them

of my desire to deal justly and honestly

with them but warned them that they

must abandon ther pretensions ot right

to collect toll from white men passing

through the country mhabited by but not

belonging o them in a paolitical sense,

and received from them a promise of

(future good behavior. .. 1 concluded to

hring the prisoner on 1o Sitka. though

pertectly well aware that there would

be no evidence here upon which to hold

him for wal. (ABT 1904:483)
Nevertheless, The Alaxkan (8714/86) ap-
plauded the governor for his swilt eftorts to
cnsure that the Indians “behave properly.™
reasoning that his action “was expedient and
therctore right. .. The protection of whites
from Indian aggression is far more important
than any sentimental reverence of the red
man’s peculiar privileges.”

By this ttime, non-local Native pack-
ers were alrcady at work on the trail. On June

However, this was not the end of the matter. 5, 1886 The Alaskan reported that 93 miners
as the bishop reported his mistreatment to had gone over the Chilkoot divide and more
Governor Swincford, who, i turn, made a were landing below Dyea at Haines, courtesy
personal visit to Chilkoot to arrest (with the  of the Aucon.

help of Deputy Marshal Healy) and turther Many of these men, as we learn by

letter, get to the Chileaht [Chilkoot Pass]
“dead broke,” and bave to do their own
packing of goods over the divide to the

discipline the chiet, According to the gover-
nor, when questioned. the Chilkoot leader
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cxpedition went through. the Carcross-Tagish
people only got the contract to pack from the
summit to Bennett.” This division of labor
with the interior Indians probably arose as a
resull of Tlingit desires to shorten the labor
time required to transport goods to the Yukon
headwaters so that they nught return to Dyca
to service more clients, who were reaching
the shores of Dvea i ever greater numbers,
In 1886 alone, more than 200 miners went
over the pass.

Such an expanding and lucrative
market naturally inspired competition. Thus a
sceond key factor was rising competition for
both outfitting and packing rights. In 18K6
five independent trading posts sprouted 1n
the Dyea and greater Chilkoot arca to sup-
ply the scasonal rush of miners with their
needs (Neufeld and Norris 1996:44). The
most important of these was the Healy and
Wilson trading post, cstablished at Dyea in
1884, which transtormed Dvea from a sea-
sonal Chilkoot Tlingit scttlernent mto a more
pcrmanent and multicthnic community and.
morc importantly, the central stagig arca for
Chitkoot Pass expeditions. Though fearful
of the Thngit, the interior Indians™ desire to
trade was strong: and they were drawn to the
coastal trading post. But the consequences
for traders and tradees alike could be severe
i they were discovered. Carrie M. Willard
(1995:87). wifc of the Presbyterian mission-
ary Rev. Fugene Willard, reported that in
1882 her husband had purchascd a squirrel
robe from a “Stick™ Indhan in Haines “tor
the same price that he would pay cither a
Chilkat or the [white| trader.”™ Lunaat™ was
outraged: “He charged us with having robbed
the Chilkats, for, said he, *The Sticks arc our
moncy. We and our fathers before us have
cotten rich from them. Now yvou have taken

away our riches.”” Similarly, Mrs. Willard’s
daughter, Mrs. Kotzie Huntly, later wrote that
when a five member group of white prospec-
tors (including the “Day boys™) sought to usc
the pass to the Interior without hiring pack-
ers, ©...right in front of Haines House, Father
and Mother barely prevented a real massa-
cre.... The Chileats [through Lunaat™] said,
"No! You pay when you go into King George
country- -you pay us. BBesides the Tananas
are our slaves!™” (Auldridge 1959).

As a conscquence of these pressures.
the Chilkoots found it incrcasingly difficult
to maintan their packing monopoly: they
were no longer able to keep up with demand,
cven with the extension of limited packing
rights to thetr interior trade partners and rela-
tives. As Captain Henry Nichols (ABT 1904)
observed,

There are not Indians enough here

now to pack i over twenty five men al

a time, as the average is not less than six

packs per man; of the present packers,

nearly one half are mterior or *Suck™ In-

dians, many Chilcoots being out tishing

or in the mtenior on their regular trading

trips. Heretotore the Chileoots have jeal-

ously guarded therr hereditary privilege

of packing and trading over the Shasheki

[Chilkoot] pass, nol even allowing the

Stick Indians to come out. With the

small number of miners and others who

have gone m they have been able to do

this very satistactorily, but with the sad-

den and unexpected inerease they find

themselves unequal to the task: 1 think

too that they recognize the fact that the

white mian has come and subnutting o

the mevitible they are perfectly willing

that all others shall come inand help and

that this business shall be as free 1o all as

1s Juncau. 1t s expected that the Kakes

and Auks will come up with the rest

expected by the next Steamer,

ltching to get o the goldbcelds for the short
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mining scason, gold seckers were angered
by the delays and had little understanding
or sympathy for Thngit resource claims.
“Backed by the vocal Juncau press, they
began to work towards gaining control of’
transportation into the Yukon™ (Neufeld and
Norris 1996:46).

With Gatling guns once again em-

ployed for emphasis, U.S.S. Pinta Command-

¢r Nichols and Licutenant Commandecr .M.
Dombaugh (ABT 1904:400) had ordered the
C'hitkoots 1o stop charging tolls in 1880, 7/e
Alaska Free Prexs (5/14/87) fingered Lunaat’
as the
one that makes the demand for toll.

and all the miners pay rather than having

trouble with the Indians, as this tribe is

the strongest one in Alaska, Over 200

men have went in this spring, and com-

bined they have paid one, dirty thieving,

Indian about S300 for the privilege of

traveling about thurty miles through the

woads of Uncle Sam’™s domam., . I there

18 Class of men i Alaska who need the

protection of the government, 1t is the

miners, for it is they who go to the front

and cut the first tree and roll the tirst

stone out of the way.
A separate article in the same edition (p. 3)
complained. "It is certaily time that those
Chilkats were taught that Alaska 1s not
governed by Indians, We don’t find fault
with our civil officers, but ... We¢ would like
to know what all this Indian Police 1s for, if
not to prevent the Indians from commutting
crime among themselves. and from bemyg a
constant source of annoyance to the whites,”

To these arguments Lunaat™ respond-
cd, “We make our trail for our own use, if
others wish ta use it should they not compen-
sate us for our fabor? The white man builds
a wharf and all who lands goods over must
pay.” The Chilkoot fcader decided to seck
clarification of his people’s rights over their

tradittonal lands from the ULS. government,
making the following formal statement.

I. Claanot, Chief of the ot the
Chilkoot tribe, make the following state-
ment.

Mr Haley [Healy | wishes to take
away our road or tratl to the Yukon
which my tribe does not like - as we
made it long ago  and it has always
been o my tribe.

We hxed the road good so that the
miners would nat get hurt --and Mr.
IHaley 1s putting sticks or logs on 11, so
he can get pay for people going i over
our trail and we do not want to see that.

When the nuners come here [ talk
kindly to them but some of them begin
to swear, and then they say I began the
quarrel.

[ alwavs treat the miners kindly and
when they do their own packing 1 tell
them that they had betrer let the Indians
do their packing  so the mimers will not
hurt themselves on the trail-—-and some
of the miners tell me that it is not my
business, which hurts my feelings.

When the miners treat me right, |
will and do treat them as my children.

[goes on to detatl his faw treatment
and whites” mistreatment and lack of
respect {or Indian warl rights)|

When the nminers go T would
Like them to arrange with me instead of
the other men at my tribe 50 as to save
tme and misunderstanding-as the Indi-
ans come 1o me anvhow as Chiet’

My ribe claims the Winter trail
over by the River Schkat-Quay. We have
three trails to the Yukon. and we claim
all of themn. ..

I have na objections to Stick [inte-
riorf, Chileat, or any other Indian — or
white persons packing over our trails
but [ and my tribe do object 1o Halev or
any other person clamming our tratls and
monaopolizing the packing,

I ask (S10.00) wen dollars for a halt’
pack to pay me for my general supervi-
ston and responsibility ot the packing, as
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Figure 11, Mrs. Lowise George Davis, 1882-1972, daughter of Lunaat® (Klanot) and
grandmother of Hank and Larry Jacquot. Mrs. Davis was among the first o express ¢on-
cern over the croston of Indian graves at Dyea, including that of Lundat’, who was siid to
have been buried near the banks of the Taiya River after his death in the 1888 Packer War.

(Courtesy Tunk Tacquot)

[its own men o proceed 1o strap on their
packs, Sttka Jack's son was also there
with his father. a boy about sixteen years
old, and was about 1o strap on a hundred
pound pack. when Kla-naut went up to
the boy and slapped him in the face.

At this time there were about one
hundred Indhans (men), all told. assemi-
bled a few hundred tect above Healy's
store and dwelhug, which adjoined.

Sika Jack, on seeing Kla-naut strike
his son. jumped up and made a run at
Kla-naut, and a fierce hand-to-hand fight
ensucd between these two, Botl were
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wounded by cach other’s knives, When
separated, the Sitha chiet was escorted
and half-carned o a little house nearby
and placed in the attic, and a guard of
seveni] of his followers was stationed
around and near the cubin,

Chief lack lay up there in the at-
tc all night (this was on June 4%). He
wits attended by several of his men and
women who did all they could for him
in helpma to staunch the blood from his
wounds, and kept him posted continually
on what was going on oulside.

Chief Kla-nauat was also wounded
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Isaac’s and an Indian graveyard. Since
the town of Dyea was segregated. . 1t ap-
pears that the cemetery was located near
Indian-owned land. Lary Tacquot of
Skagwav reports that the graveyard nself
wis segregated with the white graves on
one side and the natives on anoether. He
took his mother. Ruth Donally of Hames,
to the cemetery in July 1977, and she
could recognize three of the gruves. One
was Jin Boss, a big chiet from Lake
L .aberge arca. but she did not idenuly the
burial place of Liry’s great-grandfather
or great-great grandbather [Tunaat™ ..
Indians..owere buried there until
at Jeast 1921,

In fact 1t appears that there were actually two
scpuarate cemeteries, one north of Healy and
Wilson and one south of'it, cach of which
came to be known as the Native Cemetery:
but the more southern one was also com-
monly known as the Town Cemetery. NPS
archacologist Karl Gurcke believes that most
victims of the Packer War were buried at the
Native Cemetery north of Healy and Wilson

and that

there were undoubtedly other Na-
tives buried there, as one eold rush era
photograph in our collection mdicates.
That print shows a Sparit House n Dyca
and the caption reads *Grave of Kluck-
Shaw, Tagish Chief, Dyca, Alaska.” This
photo was taken by E.AL Hegge in TRYR
and the grave was probably located in
this cemetery. It s also possible that
some. Hnot all ot the individuals me-
monalized i that stone recently placed
in the relocated cemetery, were buried
m this cemetery [figures 14 and 36 i
appendix B The Native Cemetery was
completely washed out by the niver vears
ago, .. probably in the weens although I'm
not at all sure of the date. The second
cemmetery  the “lTown Cemetery”™ was
located south of FHealy & Wilson, I'm
not sure exactly when the first bodies
were buried there but it was probably
during the gold rush. This cemetery

was part of the onginal townsite plot,

which was done i October 1897, At

first, T suspect only whites were buricd

i this cometery with the Natives being

buried in the cemetery north of Healy &

Wilson's, However, when that eemetery

washed away the Natives began bury-

ing their dead inthe “Town Cemetery,”

Probably around that same time. the

name was also transferred to the Town

Cemetery. When Larry Jacquot [in Grau-

man 1977 walks about takmg his mother

to the cemetery, he 1s talking about the

“Town Cemetery™ as the other cometery

wis completely gone by the 1970s,

When he talks about the cemetery being

scercgated, he may be referring to the

two entirely difterent cemeteries because

by the time the Natives started using the

Town Cemetery, | suspect there were not

cnough people out there to worry about

segregation, When 1arrived m 1984,

the Town Cemetery was also called the

Native Cemetery as Grauman indicates

which I believe mdicates the novement

ot both the name and tunction of the Na-

tive Cemetery to the Town Cemelery,
NPS historian Frank Norris (personal com-
munication 2003) adds, “Some people. not
knowing of the small Native cemetery. called
the Town Cemetery the Native Cemetery 10
distinguish 1t from the (all-white) Shide Cem-
ctery, which was established in April 1898,

Some sources. including Healy's bi-
ographer (unt 1993:125). report an alterna-
tive 1888 mcident between a “Stick™ Indian
named “Big Tom™ and “Kla-Naut™ that
crupted over packing rights. But from the ac-
count below, 1t appears that the Stick Indians
arc rcally the Sitka Tlingits and Big Tom is
perhaps Sitka Jack or his associate.

K Lot precipitated g tense encoun-

ter when he threatened the Stick [Sit-

kan?| Indians, Healy felt justified giving

work to the Stieks. He appreciated thew

trade at his store: *We pave the busi-

ness to the men who i return bought
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run was more important than taking a day of
rest on Sunday. Their willingness to refrain
from work only when 1t did not interfere
with important events reveals a degree of
superficiality |or perhaps practicality] m their
observance of the Sabbath. Only by changing
the basic subsistence economy of the Tlingits
could the Willards hope to stabilize move-
ments and assimilate them.

While the missionaries themselves
could do lirtle but encourage this change,
the cconomic institutions soon arrived that
offered the necessary jobs, Two salmon can-
neries opened near the mouth of the Chilkat
River in the years following the mission’™s
founding that began to employ Natives, Such
labor foreed the Tlingit cannery workers
to remain settfed for much of the summer.
preventing them trom taking part in many
subsistence activitics and allowing them and
their fannlies to regularly attend church and
school.

While the cconomy was slowly
changing. the missionarics soon opened
a new istitutton, which came to have the
arcatest influence on the local Thngits of
any work undertaken by the mission. While
school sessions helped to mstill Christian/
Western beliets in the young, Carrie dreamed
ol a boarding school where she could raise
Chilkat and Chilkoot children without the in-
terterence of their families. She complained,
“Lwvery superstition of the people, every tic,
imterteres with the plans of missionaries.”
as even the children whose parents had lett
them at the mission to be raised were often
reclaimed by their families, departed on therr
OWIL, OF Were given away as wives (19935:
194). Ior this reason, Carrie lobbied heavily
tor a local boarding “Home,”™ After gaining
support and funding, construction began in

1883. By that time, she was alrcady rais-

g a tew Native children herself, including
Lunaat™s nephew, and these children became
the first to live t the new facility (Willard
1995).

With the opening of the log Chilkat
Children’s Home, later known as Haines
House, the eflects of the mission became
truly profound. By cducating and raising the
children at the mission, tcachers and mis-
stonaries were able to instull in the youngest
generation of Thingit the values and customs
of Amcrican culture without as much influ-
encee from the families from whom they were
scparated. In 1883, Carrie wrote, “The girls
are becoming helpful in the house sweep-
g and chamber work. cooking and care of
the kitchen, They do these things well for
such young girls™ (1995:168). Whilc impor-
tant for nineteenth century white American
women, knowledge of such chores were
important only for assimilated Tlingits: by
denying them an indigenous education, the
missionaries began to sever the link between
the mission-cducated children and their more
traditional relatives. Knowledge of their
history as well as Tlingit values, beliefs, and
customs. were dimimished by hiving at the
mission as the children were immersed not in
Thngit culture but in Weslern culture.

In hght of the eventual foss of pre-
contact culture, the question arises as to why
parents were willing to send their children to
boarding school. In The Emergence of Tlin-
git Christianity, Bettridge posits that Native
parcnts were aware that such schools were
“the single most decisive tactor in the loss
of their cultural herttage™ but suggests that
sending Tlingit children to school was a cal-
culated move based on the belief that the ad-
vantages of a Western education outweighed
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THE Discovery oF GOLD AND THE

HumaN FLoOD THROUGH THE CHILKOOT
1896-1900

The discovery of gold in the Klond-
ike 1s one the key historical events celebrated
by both Native and non-Native historical
traditions. Although discoveries of gold i
the Klondike Yukon rivershed occurred well
betore the 1896-9% rush, the itial strikes
were rather meager, not the “bonanza™ re-
quired to set ofl'a gold rush. The bonanza did
not come until August 16, 1896,

Most versions of the story empha-
size the role of three mdividuals who were
present at the discovery: George Carmack,
Skookum Jim Mason. and Dawson Charlie
(somctimes referred to as Tagish Charlie).
The basic story and relationships between the
individuals is summarized by Norris (1996:
13-14) in the KLGO Administrative History.

Skookum T, the Tagish Indiin

who had accompanied William Moore

over White Pass nine vears hetore. was

the first 10 locate the pay dirt that com-

menced the gold rush. Jun had spent

much ot the time since 1887 1 the

company of Dawson Charlie and George

Carmack, The three were relatives; dim

was Charlie’s uncle. and Carmack. a

white prospector from Cahiforma. was

marricd to him's sister [Kate|. On Aogust

14, the three were i the Klondike dram-

age. meanderig west from Gold Bottom

Creek, Jim killed a moose neur Rahbit

(reck that wfternoon, then went to the

creek for a drnk. There he saw many

aolden {liakes 1 the shallow watcers.

I'xetted as hemust have been, he calmly

butchered the moose. then showed the

aold to hus two partners. Upon seeing

the size of their discovery., the three

celebrated. They then spent the next two

days perusing the creek for the most
valuable deposits. Carmack. arguing

that an Indian would not he allowed to

record a discovery clam, stepped offthie
largest clamu for himself, and sccured an
adjacent claim besides, His companions
took the Jund on either side.
In this version, Skookum Jiny gets eredit for
the discovery and George Carmack credit
tor the largest claim. This account is consis-
tent with that put forth by William Ogilvic
(1913:125-130). who gathered and weighed
the non-Native accounts of Robert Hen-
derson (who directed Carmack to the arca
and staked a nearby claim at Gold Bottom
Creek), and George Carmack agamst the Na-
tive versions of the discovery told by Skoo-
kum Jim and Dawson Charlic,

At the mouth of the Klondike [ Rob-
ert Henderson] saw George Washington
Carmac[k|, whom story has connected
prominently with the discovery of [gold
on| the Klondike ... Henderson.
accordance with the unwritten miners’
code, 1old Carmac of the discovery hie
had made on Gold Bottom, and invited
b to come up and stake, Caroae was
then engaged 1 salmon-fishing with his
Indian triends and asseciates, the male
members of whom were Skookum...im,
and lagish ... Charlie. As Henderson
tells the story. Carmace promised to take
it in [hs gold. to stake a claim|, and ke
his Indhan associates with him, but 10
this Henderson strongly objected, sayving
he did not want his creck to be staked by
a lot of natives. more especially natives
trom the upper river, Carmac scemed
to be offended by the abjection. so they
parted.

I have this story essentially the same
from both Fenderson and Carmac, the
latier. of course. faving a little stress
on the objection to the Indwans. [ have
had long mterviews with both Jim and
(harlic, and some of the others camped
with them on the Klondike at that nime,
and reduced the purport of our talks to
writing. As [ bave said, both Henderson
and Carmac gave me the sane story
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writings and the Daily Alaskan newspaper
(July 13, 1898), the only true discoverer
recognized 1s Carmack. Is this merely a case
of stratcgic misrecognition, as Ogilvie’s as-
sessment seems to nmply (in that Carmack
claimed right of discovery and Jim agreed
“on the eround that an Indian would not be
able to stake and record a discovery claim™)?
Or does such misrecogmtion indicate more
systemic problems in the representation. such
as racist “cultural erasure™ (ef, Cruikshank
1998) and the privileging of literate accounts
over oral ones? Even the greatest popular
account of thewm all, Berton's The Klondike
Fever, admus that “the record is blurred™
(1958:46-47).

The relationships among the protago-
nists arc important because Carmack was not
just a white man and Skookum Jim was not
simply his guide. As brothers-in-law they had
both a history together and responsibilitics to
cach other.

George Carmack
The canonical portrayal of George
Carmack mn the gold rush 1s that of the “white

man who wanted to be an Indian.™

At a time and place when everyman
wanted to be a prospector, Carmaick ap-
peared to be a mmsfit, He alone of all men
did not want gold. Instead he wanted to
be an Indian in [and where the natives
were generally scorned by the white man
and the word “Siwash” was a term of
opprobrivm, His wife, Kate, a member
of the Tagish tnibe. was the daughter of @
chief and 1t wus Carmack s ambition to
be chiet himselt. (Among the Tagishes,
descent 1s through the ehief's sister)
He worked with the other Indians as a
packer on the Chilkoot Pass, and by the
time he moved into the imterior with his
wife and her two brothers [Skookam
Jimand (nephew) Dawson Charley | he

had three or four half-breed children. He

had grown an Indian-type mustache that

drooped over his lips in Oriental style,
and when anybody sard to him: " George,
you're getting more like @ Siwash every

day.” he ook it as a compliment. e

did notin the Teast mind s nicknames

“Stick George™ and "Siwash George.” for

he consicdered himself a true Siwash and

he was proud of it

While other men scrabbled and
mucked i the smoky shafts of Fortymile
and Birch Creck. Siwash George was
slipping up and down the river with

his Indian comrades. His temperament,

which was indolent and casygoing,

matched that of the natives, whao were a

difterent breed from the fiercely com-

petitive and ambitious Thingit tribes of

the coast, (Berton 1938:41)

This 1s not a {lattering portrait. but on¢ con-
sistent with the derogatory vicw of “squaw
men’ hke Carmack who were typically
marginalized by non-Natives of the period
(Coates 1991:82-83).

George Washington Carmack had
first arrived in Alaska in 1882 as a U.S. Ma-
rine on hoard the ship Wuchusene at Sitka.
According 1o his biographer. James Albert
Johnson (2001:32). Carmack immediately
became enamored with the Tlingits.

The Thngtt Indians lived in [an]

area known as the “rancherie.” separated

from the town by a tall cedar fence, At

night. a gate was locked to keep the Thn-
gits away from the town people. Car-
mack enjoyed talking with the Thngis
and soon picked up the Chinook jargon
the Indians used to communicate with
white men, Carmack then tarned his
auention to the Thngit dialect. learning
cnough of that guttural language to carry
on an ordinary conversation. He seemed

o have a natural flaw for new Jangaages,
His facility with languages served him well
as he learned 1o negatiate with the Tlingits
and also to gather information about pros-
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looked at lm and Charley betfore reply-
mne.

“There is for you, George. But 1
don’t want any damn Stwashes [ Indians]
staking on Gold Bottom,”

Carmack’s hlue eyes widened
in disbelief at the callousness of Hender-
son’s remark. Jim's dark face flushed. He
clenched his hunds as he glared at Hen-
derson, Charley curled his hp and kicked
at the beach sand. Atler a long tense
sifence, Henderson pushed his boat into
the water and started up the Klondike. In
the days ahead he would have reason to
rezret his bigotry.

"What's matta dar white man?’
asked Jim as the three men walked back
to their camp. “Him killet Inchen moose.
Inchen cartbout, ketchet old Inchen
country. no liket Inchen stake clam,
what for, no good.”

*Never mind,” Carmack said. “We'll
lind a creck ot our own, and we'll stake
on it, you and me and Charley,™

This they did a short times later.

when, after selling logs to fund their pros-
pecting outfit. they headed up toward
Henderson's camp. On the way they passed
over the small stream that would come to

be known as Eldorado Creek and yield the
richest gold deposits in the region. Skookum
Jim also shot a black bear along the way.
steadying his Winchester .44 on Carmack’s
shoulder and caching the meat for the return
trip. They found enough evidenee ot gold in
the erecks Ieading to Henderson's camp that
Carmack told the racist miner of their pros-
pects. On their return trip, Carmack and his
partners decided to walk up Eldorado Creck
and try a few pans, As they moved down-
stream, gold began showing up in their pans.

About a half’a mile below the fork.
the creck made @ sharp tam to the north,
and the men elimbed the steep bank
ahcad of them, Carmack looked down at

the ereck, 50 feet away. A long, narrow
strip of bedrock showed its bed.

"Bedrock,” he [Carmack| shouted.
It this creck 1y any good at all, we'll
find gold down there!’

Carmack slipped oft his pack and
scrambled down the bank to the ereck.
There was something shiny in the shal-
fow water ﬂm\'ing_ over the riim of the
bedrack. Te reached down and picked
up a gold nugget the size and shape of
iaowrinkled dime, Placing the nugget
between his teeth. he bit it The nugget
bent, and staved bent. Gold! Carmack
held the nugget high m the air and
shouted to his companions on the bank.

"Hiyu gold! Bring pan and shovel
Hlurry!”

Charley grabbed the pan and shovel,
sliding down the bank so tast that he
tripped and tell. Carmack caught him
before he rolled into the water, Turnimg
over a flat picee of rock with the shovel,
Carmack saw flakes ot ¢old lodged in
the ereviee. He scooped up a shovelful
of crumbling bedrock and tossed it into
the pan. Quickly he washed it down, It
produced at least a quarter of an ounce
of flaky coarse gold.

“Alive-dollar pan,” yelled Carmack.
"We've nt it the golden pavstreak!”

Jim stared at the gold. He threw the
pan 1o the ground and leaped high in the
atr. . Charley stared too, slack-jawed
with wonder. ...Carmack., . . threw the pan
to the ground and leaped high mto the
air. Then he began dancing around the
pan. a dance remotely related 1o a Scot-
tish hornpipe, an Irish jig, and an Indtun
version of the hula-hula, Jim and Charlie

joined lum. doing their own terpreta-

tons of i Tagish ceremomal dancee. |
After a supper of bear steaks and
tea, the men sat around the camplire
simoking ther pipes, When the pipes
went out, the Indians began chanting
songs m Tagish, They sang of feasts and
famine wogether, of hunting for cartbou
and moose. of journeys together over
snow and ee. When the singing ended,
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That’s when my mother was looking
after him, Well, he's my Daddy's cousin,
Their [ Thngit] mothers were sisters. My
mother’s got three Kids - four altogether
with my oldest brother. And she's ot
one baby and twin girls, tour altogeth-
er... My mother was looking after them,

Skookum him's wife and my daddy,
they go pack, pack stufl. They re freight-
ing over the summit toward Bennett,
They get paid tor packing stuff. Flour,
soap, everything like that. And that’s
what my father was doing, and my
mother stayed home and looked after the
kids and my uncle Skookum Jint.

And here, one morning i June, his
stomach hroke out, Sun was way out al-
ready when my mother heard Skookum
Jun calling her.

“Mrs. John, Mrs, John. La.oos Tlaa,
La.oos Tha wake up. Come on,™

Welll she got up, She's young per-
son, She jumped up and went over there,

“[ ook at this thing here.”

Here he was oo hot, 1t was just
burning, thut sore place. So he hud
his blanket way up and his shirt way
open und he pulled ofl those bandages

Figure 12, Dyea Frog
(Boreal Toad—Bufo
boreas boreas) spotted
during lda Calmegane's
Plant Walk along Taiya
River, May 2003. (Sau-
rabh photo).

because 1t was too hot, He wants to air it,
open place.

And here he feels something tickle
there. That's why he looked down, Here
it was a frog licking that sore place and
that’s what it was that wakes him up. My
mother sees it. Then she just got a board
or something and put that frog on that,

It never jumped, nothing. just stays hike
that.

Well, my mother used to have silk
thread and beads and stutl oo, She was
good then. She wasn't blind then. They
gave him silk thread and some beads.
Swan down feathers, put it all around
him oo, and then she took 1t down to the
creek and lett it there. That’s payment
for Skookum Jim to that frog. They pay
him.

And here, two or three days atter
he's starting 1o teel better and that started
to heal up oo, So 1t healed up good in no
time. Just ina week or so, Hes all better
and he's able to walk around goaod agam.,

[ don’t know how long after that
he wants to see his mother, His mother
lives at Carcross, Naataase Heéen they
call it i Thineit, “water running throush
the narrows.” Tagish way they cull i
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Todezaand, "blowing all the time.™ He
wants to see 1f his mother is okay. It's
getting lall nme. The ground 1s trozen
alrcady, but no snow yel.

So he went through the pass here
(between Tagish and Carcross). Shesh
Zeitgi, grizzly bear throat™ they call it
because there's always north wind blow-
ing through there, I1's open there too,
Just like a throat,

So through there he went to see his
mother, down in Carcross. And here he
camped haltway, around the first lake
from here (Crag Lake) just rtght in the
middle. There's camp places there all the
tume, brash camp there all the time, and
here he camped there, He slept there.

That's the ume he dreamed a niee
looking lady came to him. Gee she's just
purc. just hike you can see through her,
qust like shining, gold shining. He said
that lady tells him.,

"l come for you, [ want vou to go
with nie. 1 come for you now. | want vou
to marry me,” she said.

And my uncle said, “No, 1 can’t
marry you. I gotwife already, my wife
and children is in Tagish.” That's what
he dreamed he told this lady, he said,

“Well,™ she said, “if vou cun’'t go
with me, I'll give you my walking stick.™
She gives it to him. Well, that walking
stick just looks Iike gold. Well, he knows
aold atter that! Just shiny as could be,
that walking stick. So he took it He tells
her, " Thank you.”

“You save me one tinte,” she sad, 1
was almest starving and 1 was just about
going to die. and here you saved me one
time. And ' the one that saved you
too when vou were sick. When you were
sick, T saved vou, [ helped you, T nedi-
cine vou, that's why you got better.™

That's what that lady supposed 1o
tells b, “cause he dreamed that.

And that Tady tells when she gave
himn that walking stick,

“You're going to find the bottom
of this walking stick. You'rc going to
find 1t this way.” So he fooked at it and

This ve

gee. evervthing is shining, looks like
sold. "Look this way™ she said pointing
towards Athn, "look this way.”

He looks and he sees just hke search
l1ight connng up.

“That™s not for you though; that’s
tor somchody else. You go down this
way and yvou're going Lo have luck. your
walking stick™ (toward Dawson). That's
what that Tady s supposced to tell him.

When he woke up in the morn-
ing, here there was snow on top of him,
about a fool deep, they say. It snowed
that night. I guess he slept open place.
He didn’t sleep under anything,

After he afe breaktust, he went
down to Carcross, e got to Carcross
that might, and his mother and those peo-
ple they're fine. [t's okay. That's after his
father died. [ guess, because they never
mention his father when they tell this
story. They just say his mother, Some
of her grandchildren are staying with
them. There are some other people there
too. I guess, But they just mentioned his
mother, She was fine, nothing wrong,
lots of wood, los to cat. Evervthing.

So he qust stayed one mght and he
started 1o o back and he camped on the
way back too, Then he finglly got home.
He thought he's gone four days,

When he got there they tell him,
“What kept vou so long then; vou're
gonge eleven days.” He can’t believe it

“No," they sad, “you're gone
cleven days.”

Well, after that he forgets about his
dream, About a vear later, though, that's
the nme he went down the (Yukon) river.
e didn’t think any more about 1t unnl
he went down the river and tfound gold.
(Sidney 19R2:81-87)
rsion of Skookum Jim’s encounter

with the frog is very similar to onc told by

her dau

ghter. [da Calmegane, upon ¢ncoun-

termg a frog (figure 12) while leading an

cthnobc

tanical walk at Dyca on May 31,

2003. Mrs, Calmeganc’s account goes as

follows
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ogy. This is partly due to their liminality or

“inbetweenness™ as ereatures of the land
and the water. As McClellan points out,

frogs are also a transitional specics between

the coast and the Interior. While said to be
plentiful at one time around Dyca, they are
comparatively rare today (Dorothy Dennis
STC interview 2002). On the other hand,

170

Frogs are not very numerous in the
Yukon, but many Tagish and Inland Tlin-
ait women seem to regard them with an
almost pathological fear, a feeling shared
by the coastal Thingit, For example. a
Tagish woman told how she once tound
a wonderful meadow 1ull of flowers aid
gophers, “like a farm,™ bat it was utterly
spoiled tor her when she caught a trog in
her gopher snare. She made her young-
est daughter take 1t out of the snare.
Similarly a yvoung Inland 1lingit woman
expressed a great desire to visit Haines
in Chilkoot country on the coast — only
o add with a shudder that she would
be atraid 10 go because of all the frogs
there.

Yet there s some ambivalence of
feeling. for the frog m some ways s a
position analogous to the owl, and is an
animal shaman, Thus, while both South-
ern Tutchone and Tagish say that frogs
bring bad fuck and ordinarily they must
not be hunted, they declare on the other
hand that if somcone is sick and “you
really offer lum [the frog| thines. . like
vou pay the Indian doctor™ it will help
the stck person. In fact, if it is unable o
make a cure, according 1o the Tutchone.,
when nobody is looking the frog will
bring back to camp anv beads which
may have been offered 1o it

Hut some do acquire the frog as
a yek Jyeik| and, indeed. the whole
Klondike Gold Rush may ultimately
be attributed to the frog helper who
appeared 1o Skookum lm. .. In Jim's
dreams the frog’s eves glittered just hke
sold nuggets.

Among the Infand Thingit, the frog
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15 2 erest animal of both the kogwhiltan
(Kookhittaun) and Ickitan (Ishkectaan)
sibs, but especrally of the latier. This
highly respected crest ammal is, how -
ever, still so evil in some of ity aspects,
that a white man who teased some Teshn
Indian wormen with frogs went temporar-
tly crazy soon after the incudent. Teslin
peopie eIl o, ot the terrible fare of

a young girl who married a frog man
and had & frog child, (MeClellan 1975:
178-179)

Perhaps the frog is symbolic of Jim's own
powertul vet liminal status too. Known
among his own people as “a man who

walked i two worlds™ this was doubly true:

Married to a coastal Tlingit Lukaaxh.adi
woman (Daakuda.cit, or Mary) Jim moved
not only between the coastal Tlingit and

interior Tagish worlds, but also between the

Native and non-Native worlds,

Ioncounters with Wealth Woman are

similarly portentous. Those who hear her
and find her may find wealth and become
rich. But Jim and Dawson Charlie sensed
her, but did not find her: thus they obtained

wealth—gald

but “1t didn’t last.” As An-

gela Sidney tell i,

When people go to SKagway,

Fhey always camp at that littde lake
back of the section house at Bennett |on
the White Pass railway].

It's toa little o have o name. that
lake

They were camping there on the
lakeside when they heard that baby
crying

Skookam Jim heard v~ then Daw-
son Charlie beard it

Here they got up o go atter i,

Patsy [ Henderson] went with
them

he went a litde way. but he got
scared, started erving- he was still a kid
vet,

“Crazy me,” he wells us Jater,
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[Henderwson. he's a white man,” We don™t
see, but George he do, but, George he tell
us vou know? George Carmack, and
Skookum Jim, Dawson Charlie and Bob
Henderson and myselt, first people n
Klondike, we find the gold, five of us, but
all these people. they all die. all dic
except a me, That time when we find
Klondike andt gold 1"'m just Kid, that ume.
['m an old man now. I just kid that time.
Well so George he el us, “That man he
went this a way months ago. Bob
Henderson. Let's go look tor hitm, maybe
he found lots of gold,” he tell us hke that
George Carmack. All right. so we go look
for him., so there's Skookum Jim and
Dawson Charlic and George Car-
mack that three people look for Bob
Henderson, but I stay home 1 the
camp on the Klendike, T stay home.
I look after fish trap, | look after
dogs. I stay home. When that three
people start off look for Bob Hen-
derson, same dav they left same day
to {ind ¢ gold, and Duwson
Charlice, he's the man who find em
first gold on the Bonanza Creck, on
the Bonanza Creck. No Bonanza
Creck yet, going to be a Bonanza
Creck pretty soon, When they start
oft from the camp. the first gold
they find erght miles from camp on
the Bonanza. Ten cents nugget, they
tind him, Charlic, that the first to
find him, en cents nugget on the
Bonanza, Well samce time they look,
they went same time they ook for
gold. They got some gold pan, they
gol some shovel too, and three
people. They went up the Crecek,
cvery time they try some place they
sce gold, but they look for good
place, they look for rich place,
nobody baother. but [7] half way up
the Creck, going o be Lldorado, no
Eldorado vet, gomng to be Fldorado
vet, but the three people they went up on
this Creek. First when they went up this
Crecek and they don't see no gold. 1s no
cold on the top, no. but lots ol gold on

this Creck too, on the Bonanza. When
they went to went up this Creek, no gold,
that the richest ereck, Eldorado, the
richest Creck. but no gold on top. Before
the rest come. 1 went up lots of times and
I’m prospecting, just play around, but
don’t see no gold. but a lot of cold this
one, that’s goad. So then three people,
then went up on this ereek, they look for
Bob llenderson. They find em BBob
Henderson on the way back, way back
some Creek, Hunker Creek, [don™t
kKnow where, Gold Bottom, [ don’t know
where, they find hino, Bob Henderson.
Bob Henderson| 's] 1s zood Creck. and
he prospect around there and he got a
hittle gold. He stayed there, Bob Hender-
son he's alone, he got eold too, he
prospect around there. So then three
man, the three man, George Carmack,
Skookum Jim and Charlie, they stayed
there Bob Henderson's camp one might,
Next morning they turn back, three
people, they turn back, but dilferent
Creck, they went up this Creck first,
when they turn back, but ditterent Creck
and they sec gold again when they
back, but different Creek and they sec
gold again when they turn back, the
three people, but they look for good
place, they look tor rich place, nobody
bother, they take ume. IFell they come
down but they been here, they went up
Russell Fall. they cook here, then going,
to cook this way they been here when
they come up. but they come back,
agaim, the same place them three people.
They don't (ind very 2ood yet, they don’t
find a good place yet. but a quarter mile
below the Fall, down below a quarter
nule they took a rest them three people
on top ot the bank. When they took o
rest one man go down the Creck, drank
water. Skookum Jum, he's the man, vo
down the creek, drunk water. When he
took a drink of water. he see gold an the
rack, on the rock. When he get through
drink water and he call a George,
*Gieorge! Come down here, bring down
cold pan und shovel, we try here,” he
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ing as the biological ones. As anthropologists
(c.g. Wallace 1956) have pointed out, periods

of rapid and mtense social change can be so
stresstul as to cause distortions in individual
behavior and cultural patterns. Among the

most devastating cultural distortions were in-

creased drunkenness and violence, the latter,
often bemg tacilitated by the tormer, at Jeast
according to non-Native sources. Between
1898 and 1919, ncarly half of alf storics
reporting on the activities in the Native
community concerned incidents of violence,
drunkenness, or witcheraft and shamanmsm.
with many stories recerving serial coverage.
The following Daily Alaskan story (July 135,
1900), ntied “Big Battle Fought in Indian
Town,” 1s emblematic of whites™ pereeptions
and reporting of Indian problems with alco-
hol and violence.
Indian town, on the beach below
First Avenue, was the scene of a lively
battle vesterday morning among the Red
men living there, Braves, squaws and pa-
poosces took an interesting part. They had
imbibed of the white man’s whiskey and
it made them quarrelsome and brought
on The war,
Dunng the unpleasantness Mrs.
lcugene Chonster, one of the members
of the resident tribe, was assaulted by
her mmebnated lord and husband and his
arrest followed. This led to an mvesnga-
tion of how the trouble started.
It wis found “longshoremen living
m the vicmity had sold the fire water to
the Indians. Two longshoremen, Harvey
Schofield and John Olsen, were arrested
on the charge,
Lugene, the revelorous brace und
the Tongshoremen were all taken before
Judze Scehlbrede. and found guilty, the
Indian of assault, and the pale taces of
selling hquor to the Indians.
Another front-page story from January 23.
1902, relates:
Indians from Smug

[

gler’s Cove

came over last night afier the LS.
Marshal. They related that an Indian
named Joe was shooting ducks near the
Indian Rancheries, A girl came out of the
house asked Joe to destst as there was a
sick woman in the house and shooting
annoyed her, Joe became enraged and
assaulted the girl with a club, breaking
her arm. He then tollowed her into the
house and clubbed the sick wonan, Such
15 the diift of the story as near as it could
be understood from the excited Indians
but the hour was too late 1o verify it
Marshall Snook went over to attend to
the casc. Whiskey is thought to be at the
bottom of the ditficulty,

And i another story from August 23 of that

year:

The Indians down on the water front
had a big fight vesterday and as a result
there will be busy times in Judge Rogers®
court today. Some one furnished the n-
cians some “hooteh™ and as o result Sam
Harns. the Chilkan silversimith attacked
and chewed up Magpie Johnson. The
latter rashed of1 1o the court house to
make complaint and betore she returned
with the marshal, a longshoreman named
Bruns appeared on the scene and beat
Sam Haros until he was blood from end
o end.

Bruns and Hars are i jal and the
whole gang will be in court at 10 o'¢clock
this morning. They were too drunk to
proceed vesterday.

[t may be significant that in all of these cases
the violence was carried out by drunken men,
against Indian women, as increased domes-
tic and gender violence 1s another comimon
manifestation of cultural stresses brought on
by rapid social change. Other factors besides
alcohol may have contributed to the height-
encd violence as well, including increased
crowding. discrimination. and scgregation of
Natives to “Indian Town™ or the “rancherie.™
Nevertheless, white portravals consistently
cmphasize the link between Indian violence
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Figure 13. "George Shotridge. George Kaushty, and Koo-too-at, The Three Chiefs Who Will Give the Big Potlatch
at Klukwan. Aug. 20th, 1900." (Skagway Museum & Archives E01-415)
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powerlul priest of witcheraft,

During the past two imonths 14
people have died. principally of con-
sumption at Kluk-Wan. The aged Indrans
ot the old village were firm n the belief
that some one was i leazue with the
hoosh-tak-Kas (imps). and suspicion
tell upon the vouthiul Indian friend ot
the misstonary. Fle it wus. they thought,
wha was bewitching the people to their
graves. He was warned by friends and

then stratghtway confided to the mission-

ary that at any time he might be missed
and never be seen again, At the time M,
Scllon pard hittle heed to what the Indian
boy had told him. But as the latter thyice
tatled to appear at the schoolroom, Mr.
Scllon had misgivings that this pupil had
met Toul play, With a voung Indian of
his school he started out in search. As
he had heard that burymg alive had been
decreed by the Ieht, were the witch ap-
prehended, they ok shovels with them.

On the out [sic!] outskirts ot Kluk-
Wan they saw imprints on the snow
thar denoted that a number of Indians
bad gone up a guleh and they followed
their tracks. They came to where clods
of frozen carth had been thrown back
into an excavation that had been dug.
Iamediately they went to work to throw
these lumps of carth aside and were soon
down beneath the rim of a long grave-
like hole that had been dug in the hard
carth. They presently came to where
boards separated the clods from some-
thing beneath and were horror-stricken
ot heanng low and mufiled moaning.
They rapidly pulled up the bourds and an
awlul and terrifving sight met their gaze,
There lay Mr. Sellon’s triend and pupil
with blood-shot eves rolling i insane
avony, his hair torn by handfuls from his
scalp, s face scamed with selt-mflicted
seratches and his fingemals torn m the
frantic attempts he made to free himself
from the aw ful doom to which he had
heen consigned. ..

The piiable victm ot savage su-
perstition was taken to the police station

where he s 1in charpe ot Dr. Frazier.
Rev Scellon then returned to the mission.
Passing Kluk-Wan hic was obliged o fly
for his life trom the pursuit of maddened
Indians who were engaged 1na witch
dance under the Teadership of the Ieht.
A follow-up story on February 12 revealed
much of this tale to be talse. Although the
bov victim, an interpreter for Rev. Sellon’s
mission, was accused of witcheraft and
interred alive for same nine hours, the ac-
cusations had nothing to do with shamanism,
This 1s because the local shaman, Skondoo
(figure 14), previously had been imprisonced
and exiled by law entorcement. Rather, the
accusations sprang from the iterpretation of
a drecam and the stress of tllness.
| The boy | had a dream which he re-
lated to some of his friends. This dream
spread the idea that he was possessed
of the powers of darkness. Skun-Doo, it
scems, had nothing to do with the casce.
Since his mmprisonment at San (hntan
[ sic] he has been cured o witeh doctor-
ing. [lis power was inhis long hair, so
he claims, and when it was cut at the
penitentiary, he, ke Sampson, was
shom of s nught as well as s long
locks.,
It was a siek person who lard the
complaint against the interpreter. ..
When Mr Sellon and his compan-
1on passed through Kluk-Wan on their
return from Wells the Indians were witeh
diancemg and raisig a barbaric racket,
but they offered no injury to eather the
missionary or his companion.
The paper reported on January 17. 1903,
that this same boy. known as Kluckle, was
tortured again for bemg a witch, this tume
“condemned to freeze o death™ before being
“rescued by a Salvationist,”™
Skondoo, ot the Daghisdinaa clan of
the Eagle moiety in Chilkoot-Chilkat, was
one of the best known of all shamans i the
region. The Reverend S, Hall Young (1927:
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Figure 14 Ki-sh-ak, Skondoo (shaman). and Swatka (guide).
(Courtesy Sheldon Muscam Collection)

56) characterized him as “the red-haired
Chilkoot doctor™ and rated him among the
most notorious of his profession (also Em-
mons 1991:412). The Navy's Ensign Coontz
(1930, Emmons 1991:411) had a brush

with Skondoo in 888 when Daanawiaakh
requested the Navy's assistance in rescus-

ing an Indian girl of about 14 years of age
who had been accused of being a witch and
was reportedly being held and tortured by
the “red-haired Indian witch doctor.” Skon-
doo managed to escape arrest, but was later
imprisoned for causing the death of another
young woman. Ches Oghk. in July 1894, Ac-
cording to Sackett (1979:412),

A death had occurred m the village,
and the relatives of the deccased em-
ployed his services, at a fee of 20 blankets,
Skondoo settle on Ches Oghk, suspecied
of being a witeh, as the cause of death,
Under his direction, the deceased's family
bound the woman for 10 days, and she

died from lack of tood and water, Be-
causc she had died. she was declared
to have been a witeh, establishing her
ouilt (7he Alaskan 1893). Gleh-Naw, a
member of the woman's family, made
a complaint to the white authorities
and Skondoo was arrested tor murder
and taken to Juneau to stand trial (US.
Court Records 1894: ABT 1904). As
an outcome of the wrtal, he was found
guilty and sentenced to 3 years at San
Quentin for manslaughter (The Alaskan
INOS).

Keithahn (1963:18, see Emmons 1991)
offers a shightly different version of the
story, suggesting that the witch had also
causcd another shaman to become 1ll, who,
i turn, engaged Skondoo to cure him for a
fee of 40 blankets. When this shaman, oo,
died, Skondoo was obligated to return the
blankets under Thngit law, since he failed
to cure the shaman, Skondoo. however,
rcfuscd and ways conscquently arrested and

184 Klondike Gold Rush National Historical Park Ethnographic Overview and Assessment



CHAPTER IlI: Early Contact and Gold Rush Period (1800s)

sent to Sitka, where “they cut off his hair
wherein lay his “power’ but it grew out again
in prison. There he composed his famous
“San Quentin Song™ and came back 1o
Alaska more powerlul than ever,”

Children, not fully socialized, were
often the targets of witcheraft accusations, as
were other marginal figures, such as ter-
preters. But the context for witcheraft aceu-

sations almost invariably mvolves a period of

cultural distortion or upheaval. In Klukwan
there was not only the prevalence of illness
and diseasc. but also a struggle going on
between traditionalists and Christians, which
spread to Dyea and Skagway, As the Feb-
ruary 12, 1900. Daily Alaskan article con-
cludes, with charactenstic hyperbole:
For the past three months Kluk-wan
his been o a boiling tervor of varous
kinds of religious excitement, The ortho-
dox aboriginese have been witch-dane-
ing and incanting. Indian George, and
his wite, Mary, are conducting Salvation
Army meetings and are pounding tam-
bourmes and makimg datly rockets, while
religionists ol some other brand are
nightly holding noisy prayer mectings.
George 1s the inspired Indian who
attracted so much attention with his
rances and isprrations, last winter. at
the Peniel Mission [probably refers to
the misston in Skagway . Mary, his wile,
now wears gold-nmmed spectacles, a
neat trimmed umilorm and is a good type
of Salvauon Army lassic. Both of these
well meaning natives carry smiling and
benten countenances and are lrusting,
more o providence for their hiving than
of yore. when they led a life of industry
and toil,
In the popular framing of this dramatic
struggle, the “good™ Christian Indian often
becamie the leading character and hero, and
the “demonic™ pagan Indian his nemesis,

As the “pagan Savage™ Indian gradu-

ally became domesticated or “civilized”
another potent stereotypical image began to
emerge, that ot the “Noble Savage.” This im-
age portrayed the Indian as a child of nature,
living otf the land and victimized by the
forces of civilization. It i1s noteworthy that
this image takes hold only after the Native
has been effectively disciplined and removed
as an obstacle to colonization (cf. Pearce
1988). No longer a physical threat, the Indian
becomes an object of pity. as he 1s stressed
and discmpowered by the inevitable forees
of “progress™ and the domestication of the
wild frontier. This image can also be found
in the popular press in Skagway, beginning
in the carly post-gold rush period. Thus we
find stories like the following trom the Daily
Alaskan of March 17, 1899, celebrating “Old
Chief Endi-Ank™ | Indayancik], better known
as Swatka (or Shwatk't), the Chilkat Eagle
(Daghisdinaa) clan Icader who had guided
Schwatka and others into the Interior.

Chict I'ndi-ank [Indayaneik] Tired
of White Mcen

They Spoil the FFace of Nature and
Getin Hhs Way

*Go da sek vorne?” was the cordial
salutatron of *Long Shorty ™ to a big low
squatty Indian with white hair, as the
two shook hands heartily. The red skin’s
features took on a still more ruddy glow
of pleasure.

"Ye so dey dotary yvase katsay wasa-
tive,” was the reply.

[1e had been asked where he had
been and replied that he had just come
from Five Fingers, after acting as pilot
for a party over the Dalton trail to Daw-
son.

Speaking still in the Chulkat lan-
euage the old man said he had had a
very bad trip: very bad, All the pame
had been scared out of the country; he
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this means but very tew fish can enter
the tiver when the weather s faverable.
The Chilkat and Chilkoot Indians have
requested me to make known their wants
to the Government. They claina to be the

1. Hcaly, who had competed directly with

the Chilkoot for control over the Chilkoot
packmg trade. felt compelled, at the Natives'
request, 1o report on the regrettable condition
and immediate need of the Indians tor a res-

crvation, liquor control, and a prison. In an
October 23 letter to Governor Lyman Knapp,
he wrote:

Dear Sir

As a citizen of this place 1 wish
to cull your attention to the condition of
the natives nhabiting this porton of the
territory. the resident native pepulation
of Chilkat and Chilkoot number about
cight hundred; they are confined w a
narrow strip ol country extending from
Pomt Sherman in Lvan Canal to the
boundary line. about ten miles now, of
Klaw-Kswan. the upper Chilkat village,
They are dependent for support on the
Salmon which run mn these waters from
June until October. In former years they
had a laree trade with the Tan-a-nab
Indians of the Interior, Indians belong
to the Brinsh Northwest territories:
This trade s rapdly [alling away
conscquence of 4 trading port being
established at the mouth of Pelly River.
a tobutary of the Yukon, The loss of this
trade had been balanced by the market
they have had for salmon sold to the can-
neries here for four years, The action of
the cannery men this vear alarms them,
and they are commencing o realize that
it will be but a short time betore thewr
means ot support is taken from them.
They object to fishermen entering their
river with nets as they stop the run of
salmon by the present system of fish-
tng, viz. tishing night and dav. Sundays
included. Six miles below the head of
tide-water the flats go dry at low water

and when the tide floods fishermen sl
1o the head, cast their nets and deoitt with
the ebb. getting off the flats only at low
water, at the nme when salmon cannot
enter the river. When the ude floods
again the same process is repeated. By

first settler in this country and that they
never ceded any portien of thetr country
to any one nor never received any of the
mongey the Umited States paid Russia,
They say that when their tishing grounds
won't support them they cannot leave
them tor other countnies like the whites
can: that they have to live here and are
here, They bep that something may be
done to save them before it is oo late,
They can support themselves now with-
ot the aid of the Government and can
always do so, providing the Government
will give them the small reservation they
ask, which don’t | sic] exceed 35 miles
in extent. They are not asking tor any
portion of their reservation to be i deep
water They wantthe S, Eastern Iine
drawn across the charmmel on the Chilkat
tats. which 1s entirely unnavigable at
low water even for a canoe, It their pres-
ent system of fishing 1s permitted next
vear. 1t will he difficult to keep these
natives from taking up arms against the
Government. [ am na position to know
their feehngs on the subject, and while

[ know them to be kindly disposed. 1f

[et alone. | beheve that should they be
torced 1o protect thenr food supply by
force of arms, 1t will be an expensive
and unfortunate war for Southeastern
Alaska as 1t may mean a war with the
cutire T.I%. Klinkit nation, They have
another cause of complaint, and cannot
understand why the government don’t
[si¢] protect them, and remove the cause.
They complam of mtoxicating hiquors
being permitted to be sold them at the
different stores here. Lemon Exnruct.
Florida water. Whiskey and other liquors
are sold to them in quantities and many
of ther people get Killed from the effects
ot drinking. They are very quarrelsome
when drunk and all thewr sprees end

with some cutting scrape. The Indian

Klondike Gold Rush National Historical Park Ethnographic Overview and Assessment 187









CHAPTER Il Early Contact and Gold Rush Period (1800s)

[Kitchtoo or Gua.ish?| spoke 1o Bert
Horton for the purpose of attracting his
attention. The moment Horon looked
toward hium, Jim Hanson. ..shot Horton
through the head. He tell dead wathout a
aroan,

At that moment Florence Horton ran
from the rear of the tent, and when some
twenty-five vards away Kiuehtoo fired
two shots at her, both taking effect. .. She
fell on her back sereaming and beaging
the Indians to spare her hife. The Indians
gathered around her and White Eagle
took out his long sharp hunting knife
that had killed many a bear and eave 1t
to another Indian called “Jim Williams,™

“You are the son of the White
Lagles,” he said, “take this knite and et
the white woman’'s throat!™

It had been agreed among the
[ndians that if .. news ever got 1o the
authorities. they would all combine and
swear that White Fagle alone was re-
sponsible and guilty as leader and chiet,
(lLatde 1939:27)

In Little’s account, the Indians next
buried the bodies i a shallow grave and di-
vided thetr money and valuables as the final
act of retributive justice. Jim Hanson then
went on with his hife, trapping and wrading
furs i Juneau and Skagway, until he had the
opportunity ta hear Salvation Army Adjutant
Thomas McGill and his wife preach in Skag-
way in March of 1900. Jim soon converted
with his wife, and the two were remarried
by Rev, Harrison of the Presbyterian Chureh
of Skagway. To Mrs. McGill, Jim confessed
his sin of murder and she counseled him
not to hide among his peaple in cowardice
but rather. if he truly believed in Christ, in
the salvation of souls, and the forgivencess
of sins, he would go and give himself up o
the Taw and suffer the penalty of his crime
like a true Chrstian™ (in Little 1939:11). Jim
followed her adviee and confessed to the

crime o Marshal Cy Tanner of Skagway and
the U.S. Commissioner. C.C. Schlbrede and
guided Tanner to the Hortons™ grave. Jim and
his cohorts were arrested and a Grand Jury
was convened in June 1900, returning two
imdictments against all 12 Indians connected
with the conspiracy. The trial was held in
Skagway and the procecdings commanded
a large attendance and many headlines over
the course of nearly a month, The trial nself
was brief and climaxed with Hanson’s taking
the stand to confess. In his testimony, he re-
marked on his religious conversion, stating:
I have always been i hunter of big
game. When a small boy I laughed and
mude faces at the grizzly bear, and when
he ran after me I Killed him and wore his
claws about my neck, When gamwe fell
at my feet, I smd, pointing my finger up
and bowing my head, “the Great Spirit
1s willing,”™ When my bullets hit nothing,
[ laughed and said, “The Great Spirit
stepped between.” But 1 had no religion,
[Last summer my brother was dying. lle¢
said to me:
“The white man’s ichigion is all
right! | see beauniul birds flying all
about me, and therr songs are as sweet
as those our mother used to sing. When
I am dead. brother, join the church that
you, too, may hear the birds sing when
you are dying!'™
So to please him | jomed the Salva-
tton Army. the church of the white man.
And now God seems very close to me,
and I can wanu my hands by 1is hire,
Stnee | contessed my sins and gave my
heart to God and heard iy white broth-
ers and sisters sing and pray. | under-
stand what it means 1o confess my great
sin to you and to God!
And when T am dead and my hody
gous back to carth und grass, | shall be
alad that I knew the white man’s religion
and felt lus God in my soul! (Little 1939;
24)
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Figure 15. Chief Isaac, Lukaaxh.adi leader (seated), with Chief Daanawaakh (standing at left)
and unidentified boy (right) at Dyea. "Known for their strength and business acumen, many
Tlingits were attracled to the one dollar per pound wage paid for packing supplies over the
Chilkoot Trail (c. 1827)." (LaRoche #2006, Library of Congress #MM 111-2, KLGO HW18-1436)
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pack animals. tramways, and the railroad.

..oaeveral Juncau business owners
began planning more advanced transpor-
tatton measures. In 1885, the Chilkoot
Pass and Summit Railroad Company was
organized to run a rat Iime through the
piss to the mterior, Although the ratlway
idea quickly faded. others sought more
immediate solutions, Peter Peterson of
Juncau designed a sled tramway tor the
patss; 1L was i operation by the spring
of 1894, In I893, Flealy brought n the
first pack horses. By the nuddle of 1897,
some 200 horses were hauling freight,

In the end of [RON, there was little tor

the packer on the Chilkoot Trail o carry

(Neufeld and Norris 1996:48),
By carly 1898 a wagon road reached Can-
yon City and pack trains extended to Sheep
Camp.

In late March it was reported that
whites had driven ofl the Indian pack-
ers: the natives probably returned soon
afterwards, Finally, in May 18938, the
Chilkoot Railroad and Transport Com-
pany’s [acnal| tramway opened. The
last of the five tramways Lo open over
Chilkoot Pass since the onset of winter,
the CR&T carmed goods all the way
from Canyon City to Stone Crib. This
tranway soon combined its operations
with that of the otber tramway systems,
and began charging the low, uniform
rate ot ten cents per pound to haul goods
over the pass, This undercut the packers’
rate. Combined with the general dropott
in business that spring, packers left Dyea
en masse, cither for the Canadian side off
the Chilkoot Trail or for the While Pass
Tral (Norris and Tavlor 19806)

Buftering the decline in the packing trade
was the emergence of alternative industrics
with opportunitics for wage carners. The
most important of these was commercial
fishing and the estabhishment of a fish can-
nery at Pyramid Harbor near Haines, The
first cannery 1in Southeast Alaska opened in

Klawock in 1878, followed the same year by
another in Sitka, The third major cannery in
the region, the Chilkat Packing Co.. opened
in Chilkat Inlct in 1882, Although this can-
nery lasted only 10 years, before burning
m 1892, it became an important source of
employment and commerce for local Na-
tives, Lven more important was the Pyramid
Harbor cannery, which opened in 1883 and
ran success{ully until 1908 (AK Fishenes
Board 1949 Annual Report.) Three major
canneries were operating in Lynn Canal by
I889, attracting hordes of Native fishers and
cannery laborers trom nearby villages and
schools, The development of this ecconomic
intrastructure had both positive and negative
ctfects on efforts to school Natives:
Durimg the feighteen| nineties the

swelhing presence of American institu-

tions  turther ballooned by the Klond-

ike gold rush after 1897—strengthened

the hand of pro-school Natives, Al-

though attendanee fluctuated and apathy

to the three-R curricalum (*four-R's™

with rehgion) remained widespread,

corollments did rise. Among the most

artevous handicaps contounding white

cducators was truancy. When the satmon

commenced to run. so did the students;

salmon remained «a family staple, At

the peak of the Klondike rush the job

opportunitics were so alluring at Dyvea

and Skagway that the Haines school shut

down. Pressure by District governors

and local Indian pohice failed o tum

these “*children of Nature™ into compli-

ant and punctaal pupils, Hinckley (1996

274)

At first the cannery competition helped to
drive wages and fish prices up, but Hinckley
(1996:234) notes,

The Chilkat appear to have had a
love-hate relationship with these [can-
nery| firms, On one occasion ¢annery ri-
valey raised the price ot a single salmon
from two to fiflcen cents; when the can-
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Figure 16. Bill Matthews overlooking grives of lus wife Sophia and daughters Juha and Mabel st Dyea, ¢ 1960,
(Pau) Sincic. courtesy of KLGO)

change were much greater on the Coast than self interest. As Jate as 1896, however.
in the Interior, where the aboriginal popula- most of the Indians of the Yukon had had

only minimal contact with non-Nutives.
The only major settlements were in the
borderlands area Fortymule and Cirele
1991:83) points out: City: the rest of the territory was lefl to
Nauves and non-Natives did not the Natives,
reach a social accommodation in the pre-
gold rush period. Alcohol and sex had,
after the trading post, become the pri-

tons remained relatively isolated until the
aold rush period. As Yukon historian Coates

(

With the ¢old rush, which for the coastal
Thneit really began in the late 1880s, all of

. N -“' ™~ ; l A ] . i il 5 a )‘, ¥ . o N
mary point of contact between the riaces, this ch méf'd The demc ‘C’rdpr_"(’ and ()IEY‘LI'
ety more closely were uenerally scomed both the interior Natives of Carcross and the
by other non-Natives in the arca. Mis- coastal Thngits of northern Lynn Canal. Al-

sionariesand policeclearly exuggerated though the geographic focus of the Klondike
the level of explortation and debauchery,

but non-Natives did approach social gold rush was limited and narrow in compar-
rolaifons with Nuteevauiot hortenm ison with other laree mining fronticrs (Coates
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1991). its intense focus on the Chilkoot Trail
magnified 1ts effects on adjacent communi-
tics.

The end of the mineteenth century thus
marked a period of astonishing change for
the Thngit and Tagish groups of the greater
Chilkoot arca, Although they had avoided
the Palm Sunday avalanche, there was no
overcoming the avalanche of foreigners
who mvaded ther lands, competed for their
resources, infected them with their pathogens
and vices, and ultimately sought to remake
them in their own image through the power
of arms, schooling. and religion.

At the dawn of the twenticth century. the
future for Native peoples looked grim. Thie
Klondike Nugger addressed the issue squarce-
ly inits April 1, 1900, editorial in response to
demands for compensation for Native lands.
raised by an Indian namced Silas:

(e will doubtless happen with these
Indians as it has happened with every
other aboriginal race that has come in
contact with what we are pleased to term
civilization. Civilization will ultumately
wipe the Indrans out of existence. This

is the whole story in a nutshell, and 1t

is apparent that the Indians themselves
have a very well defined notion that such
will prove to be the case. They see the
land, which they considered their own,
taken away from them without even
their permission being asked. The game,
upont which they have been accustomed
(o depend very largely for subsistence,

1s being driven back into the mountains,
and when the game has all disappeared
the Indians see nothing ahead for them
but extinction.

The case which Silas advanees on
behalf of Ins tribe 1s a strong one. and
the points are remnarkably well tiken,
Silas has a number ol innate ideas of
right and wrong which Icad him to
helieve that there should be some law
of compensation applicable in the casc.

Formerly the Indians owned all the
eround, all the fish and all the game.
Now they own nothing. Then they could
do as they pleased. with no one to inter-
fere with them. Now they are hable to
arrest for any breach of the law, just as 4
white man.

How they could lose all they once
possessed and get nothing m retarn s
something they can not comprehend.

The case 1s worth consideration from the

authorities. Whether or not the Indians

possess any legal rights in the prem-

1ses. there are certam moral obligations

involved which should not he over-

looked. It 1there is any danger of actual

want among them, the matter should be

promptly looked inte and reliet granted.
This sense of the inevitability of Indian
genocide was not shared by most Natives,
of course. but at fcast some were beginning
to accept the inevitability of ethnocide, or
cultural senocide-the extermination of key
aspects of their identity and culture, Among
these was the powerful Chilkat Chicef, known
as Kodowatt (a surname still carried by
descendants). who in the sumimer of’ 1900,
fceling the onsct of death, prepared for his
final patlateh.

Quite aware that the mission-
ary-teachers. civil authorities, and the
military frowned on the potlateh, the
dving man partially yusuficd s tradi-
tional tarewell by utihzing a Chrsnan
vesture: reconcetliation between the Sitka
and Stikie, He wished to unite them
after their long alicnation.” IFurthermore,
“he declares this to be the last great
potluteh, and that after it the Indians
shall be good and live as the whiteman,
and peace shall reign among the tribes.™
S. Weitzman, a Hatnes merchant, “sold
hundreds of boxes of pilot bread (hard
tack) and reported that in the coming
potlatch the Indians will also cat a great
deal of sugar, canned peaches, canned
grapes. cakes and candies.” October
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A prized iterm was tanned mooschide.

Henee. the color tan also representing

gold and many dying in its pursuit, the

red symbaolizing this loss,

A Canadian Indian. Susic Pringle.

was requested to sew the ANB Coogay-

nahs. In a picture of the Convention we

note seventeen Coogaynahs, the Sister-

hood had the honor of placing these on

delegates and Grand Officers.
The ANS adopted a similar sash but with blue and
white colors (sce Daucenhaucer and Dauenhauer 1994
731). The meoschide Koogeinaa was later replaced
by cloth, and the assoctation with Interior trade on the
Chilkoot and other trails was likewise displaced and
is not well known today. The history embodied in the
sash 1s important, however, as it signals that pan-eth-
nic [inkages and sacrifices that historically brought
peoples together are sull needed today in order to
overcome the modern stresses of living as indigenous
minorities 11 modern nation stales,

NATIVE COMMUNITIES IN SKAGWAY AND
Dyea

Skagway and Dyea were relatively
quict during this period. Accordingly, with
the steep population declines 1n these com-
munitics after the gold rush, resource stress
was reduced. Lacking commercial fishing
infrastructure, these communitics maintained
viable subsistence cconomies alongside and
in concert with the wage cconomices in these
fronticer towns. Beyond this, the destinies of
the two communttics were to diverge sig-
nificantly. While Skagway was to become
a commercial and transportation hub and
tourist destination, Dyea proceeded to revert
to its pre gold rush status as a small subsis-
tence-oriented community. Norris (1996)
notes,

Figure 17. Koogeina (ANB Sash) Commemorative of Inlenior-Coast Trade and
Gold Rush (Courtesy of Alaska State Museum)
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So dramatic was the dropot! in busi-
ness that a visitor in carly 1899 noted

that Dyea was “the deserted ¢ty Bven

50, the hingenne tramway trade allowed

the toswn to boast some 230 residents as

late as March 1900, By the tollowing

February, however, the tramways werg

gone and the town’s population had

dwindled 10 71, Two years later only

two or three residents mhabited the site,

It uscless for other pumposes, the land

undemeath Dyca was sulficiently fertile

to he used as farmland. and many of the

old buildies were torn down to make

way for rows of cabbages, wrnips and

potatocs.

Native tamilies who had traditionally har-
vested and smoked fish at Dyca returned

to thewr camps to do so, often complement-
ing traditional subsistence harvesting with
cultivated gardens. Howcever, some returnecs
were intimidated by whites attempting to
excreise control over the arca. For example,
A Duaily Alaskan article from April 28, 1903,
reports an incident between a non-Native
named Spanish Pcte. who beat up an Indian
named Joe Lee on April 27 at Dycea alter he
discovered Lee near a house that the Indian
had recently purchased but which Pete con-
sidered his own. The paper notes that Span-
ish Pete “regards Dyca as his own private
preserve,” and “resents visits from Skagway
as an mvaston of hus rights.” When Lec de-
nicd Pete’s ownership and refused to vacate
the property, the latter struck him with a
four-foot club “which he continued to wicld
vigorously™ until help arrived.

The Dennts family was another with
tics to Dyea, including Bert Dennis. who
was father of St Dennts and the uncie of
Paul Wilson (b. 1933), a Lukaaxh.adi elder
and child of the Kaagwaantaan Drum House
people, born in Skagway and currently resid-
ing in Haines. Mr. Wilson remarked that

his uncle had a smokchouse i Dyca and his
family had ties there. although he “never
heard anvone talk about them™ too much.
Mrs. Patsy Davis, a [.ukaaxh.adi witness in
the 1946 Native possessory rights investiga-
tion of Goldschmidt and Haas (1998:107),
noted that Paul Wilson (Sr.) “owns a smoke-
house at Dyca, He lives at Skagway. His
father had a place there before him.” With 1ts
low precipitation and wind circulation, Dyca
wus considered a tavorable place for air dry-
g fish, in addition to using smokchouses.
In addition to drying salmon and culachon,
which also ran in the Taiya River, Mrs. Davis
cmphasizes its importance for bernes, espe-
clally cranberries. In addition to smoking
fish, the Dennis family also hunted mountain
goats and trapped small furbearcrs up the
Tatya River and hunted scals in the coves,
bays, and inlets around Dyca, Haines, and
Skagway.

Paul Wilson Sr., a Kaagwaantaan,
hailed from Klukwan but moved to Skagway
to take a job with the railroad. According to
his son.

My father was a ratlroad ian. He's
from Klukwan, 1¢'s from, T guess

vou’d, now days they call them blue

bloads or something, they're a high

cahiber family, he was. But he married

my mother. They didn™t want him to do

that so he was kind of ostracized for that,

But he married my mother anyway, 1'm

elad he did. He went against the tribe.

he did what he wanted to do. . He's an

Pagle, he's trom the Dram [ouse, and

his name 15 Dowktunk, "There's a rock

up at Lake Lindeman named after him, a

areat hig rock, The name of 1t is Dowk-

tunk. Fmonot sure if 3t was after him,

hut that's the name of the rock. anyway,

Dowktunk. 1le has ties to the truil( going

up there. 1 know they have the, what

they call the hone yurd, a the south end.

All the ¢attle they brought up with them
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Figure 18. Pullen homestead claim at Dyea (Bureau of Land Management, Plat of U. S. Survey
No 1249, KLGO files)
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do it agamn when the occasion demands.,
She told me that it wasn’t for her sons
(who are of ngh rank in the imlitary
service of the United States) she would
have killed George and Bill Matthews
lona ago...
The trouble between Mrs. Pullen
and the Matthews seems 1o be a personal
quarrel over various matters connected
with the homestead. .. I believe the
affidavit of Mrs. Pullen, in so far as 1t
relates to her restdence on the homestead
and m 19151916, and 1917, 1s grossly
exagecerated.
... The Matthews bovs are half-
breeds, therr tather being a white man.,
They do not bear the best reputation
in the community and I helieve their
atlidavit is subject 1o a slight discount,
They categorically deny the charge of
itnidation made by Mys, Pullen and
make various counter charges. (Pullen
Homestead File, NPS copy)
There is some evidence to suggest that the
Matthews boys also may have had run-ins
with local Natives, including one referred to
as "Old Dennis” (Bert Dennis?) who one wit-
ness testified.
came running to me while | was
working, shaking with tear and said that
Billy Mathews [sic| had knocked him
down and shot his gun ofT' beside his car,
I asked b what he did thae for. he said
[ was fishing along side my house and
he said 1 could not fish there that it was
his ground and that | had to getout, 1
was born there and now I am an old man
of sixty years old and have got 1o leave
my old home... Dennis satd T am afrind
of my life for as they say (they will kill
me. As he was not allowed o fish or
cut wood where he lived all his life he
decided 1o move to Haines and last tall
he was fishing in the niver and he was
drowned, (Pullen Homestead File, NPS
copy).
It is not clear whether the perpetrator here
was young Billy Matthews, or his father. who
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was the owner and identitied as non-Native.

There was no doubt that Mrs. Pullen
mude substantial improvements to her Dyc:
property. as much as $9,000 in investments
she claimed, and that she envisioned the
Pullen Ranch at Dyca as an extension of her
tourist “resort” and package. In a brochure
from the period for The Pullen House she de-
votes nearly a fifth of the space to The Pullen
Ranch, which she describes as lying

Four miles trom Skagway at the

head of Dycea inlet. a branch of Lynn Ca-

nal, situated on the site of historie Dyca

City. Here in "97 and "98 was a modern

city of from [0,000-15,000. Areonauts

headed over the famous Chilkoot Pass o

the more renowned Klondike gold ficlds,

Now it s a fine ranch, the homestead of

Mrs. Pullen, and 1s stocked and culti-

vated so well that vegetables for the

Pullen House table, hay. grain and teed

tor the stock are ruised there. A fine herd

of Jersey and Holstein cows compose

the dairy which furnishes the mulk, but-

ter. butter-milk and cottage cheese that

has tended to make the cuisines of the

Pullen House noted over the entire globe

among tourists and travelers. A flock of

blooded poultry supplies the fresh eggs

and spring frvers.

There are a number of power boats

running between Skagway and the Pul-

len Ranch, and Patrons of the Pullen

[House are taken over where they can

hunt and fish or go mountain climbing

to therr heart’s content. Many of the old

buildings of Dyca City vet remain and

arc of great mterest o the curto or relic

sceeher.
In addition to these homesteaders and sea-
sonal Native scttlers, other homesteaders also
attempted to establish themselves i Dyea
after the gold rush. However, lack of access
from Skagway, exceept for small boats or 4
day’s journcy by foot, prevented all but the
mosl independent from dwelling there year
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Figure 20. The Fornance, provided passenger service to Skagway (Courtesy Sheldon Museum Collection)
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Figure 21. Marilyn Wilson's sketch of Skagway Native quarter in the 1930s
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teams together, not to mention three
bovs hackey teams, Anvivay, 1 teaim
sports we were elhow-to-¢lbow, shoul-
der-to-shoulder. After basketball or
hockey we all took our showers in the
decrepit lacker room of the WP & YR
athlenie club with all the usual camarade-
rie, joking. and towel-snappmy at naked
male bodies. (2002: 164-165)

This perspective was reinforeed by many
whites in the community, especially those
that attended the Pius X Catholic mission
school (figure 22), which opened in 1931

and operated until 1960, Former Skagway
Mayor Stan Selmer. a lifelong resident of the

community. also commented on the pres-

cnees of “covert discrimination™ and noted
that 1t was generalized to all of those kids,
Native and non-Native, attending the Pius X

Mission School.

222

Certainly over the vears there was
a lot of interaction between the Natives
and the non-nativ e populations of Skig-
way, | don’t have any other experience.
so | have nothing to compitre. other
villages or other towns, with Skagway.
1I"m from here and that's it But certainly
m Skagway we say, mayvbe. . T don’t
want 1o use the word covert bat 1 will,
coverl diserimunation, where 1t was kind
of seeretive. The Native population,
especially the males, couldn™ belong (o
the Blks Lodee. for instance, when [ was
a kid and | don’t know if that was a rule
of the Elks or it that wus a rule ol the
Skagway Liks, ['d Tike to think it was
a rule of the FIKs generally. | believe
Natives could join the Fagles and | know
that they did. But where it's havd for me
to discern which type of diserimination
[was seeing as a youth is whether it was
becanse we were Catholies or whether
because the Nafives were Catholies or
the Catholies were Natives, I'm not sure
that T know. But I went to the misston
school, Prus X mission school for a num-
ber ot years and a large population of the
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bouarding school students were Natives of
afl tribes from throughout Aluska. And
those trthes, mavbe they'd be here for a
couple of years, mayhe they wouldn 't
maybe they d be here for ten years, who
hnows, but there was always a large
population of Natives, They had a4 movie
theatre in town and the Natives always
used to 2o to the movies on a sponsored
chaperoned event, And | believe 1t was
once & week. it may have been once
cvery other week. Well, the Natives in
the Catholie Chureh got sick and tired of
being blamed for everything that would
ever happen in the theatre. So they just
decided, okay. we're no longer gomg
to let our students go to the movie on
FFriday or Saturday might, So some time
i the 30s they changed the night that
the Natives went  and | don’t want to
say Natives - they changed the night
that the Mission kids went to the theatre
to Thursday night, because all the other
kids in town, whites and'or Natives,
were not at the theatre Thursday mghts
so they cleared up an issue of whether
it was the Natives” fault or not. It never
really was, butit was a convenient way
to blame @ group of peaple. That's what
[ say; I don™t have much experiencee
with discrimination, so I don’t know if
they were diserinunating against thein
because they were Catholies or Natives,
But there was some diserimination,

Now discrimmation that | saw as
a kid wastn't amongst my peers but 1t
wus centainly amongst the parents of my
peers. It was not unusual to have one
of the parents say, “Well, 1 don’t want a
bunch of Native Rids over at my house.™
Never really thought why “cause we
didn’t care. It they didn’t come over o
the house we went aver to their house. |
certainly didn’t get that from my parents,
My dad grew up with the Natives in this
community and most of my dad’s peers
mingled with anybody that was in the
community and accepted them for being
therr friend or not bemg their friend, And
vou can have friends and not friends and
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Figure 22. Pupils at Pius X Mission School {(Skagway Museum & Archives 93.01.696.1)
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not have any race, creed. color, religion

be a factor. But there was some diserimi-

nation here and a lot ot it was towurds,

as | said. the Mission but T don't know

i it was Cathohe discrimination or it it

wis Natve discrimination,

Dahl (2002:165) also remarks upon dis-
crimination in the movie theatres, noting

that “Skagway's one movie theater. run by
the Tropea family who owned the grocery
store: but—cvidence of the soft caste sys-
tem— Indians usually sat upstairs in the little
balcony.™ Stores and shops. however, were
largcly accessible to both groups. though
Dahl lcarned “One Junc after [ retumed trom
college I fearned that during the winter a sign
had appcared on the door of the Caté: “No
natives served here.” But " The sign provoked
immediate protests from Dad, 1 believe,
among others. The sign came down the next
day.”

Natives also remark on the presence
of racial discrimination in Skagway. cspectal-
ly in the first half of the twentieth century.
Maric (Miller) Ackerman (Sheldon Muscum
interview), who grew up in Skagway and
attended the Pius X mission but also hived in
[Haines, Juncau, and Anchorage. stated:

The worst place | ever felt anybaody
being prejudice was Skagway., .. Well,

at that time. they wanted to be a non-

Native town. One time they had o New

Year's dance at the Eagles Lodgee. And

there were some Nauve men playing in

the band. And I wasn’t there then, There

was seven Native people came 10 the

dance and they were told that there was

no Nattves allowed. So half ot the Fagle

members walked out. And I came there

later and 1 stood there and 1 stared at

everybody, Nobady would took at me.

And then Jater on that spring, they asked

me i T wanted to join the agles Lodge.

[ told them. “No thank you.™ So, most

of thent, some of them, yvou could tell

by the way they look at vou, So 1f one

woman used (o stalk down the sidewalk,

I started doing the same thing too. |

treated them the same way they veated

e, S0,

She contrasted this interracial friction with
the more harmonious situation at Iaines
where Natives and non-Natives would
reaularly “share food™ together. In Skagway
it scems “the social boundary™ was lfess
permeable. According to Dahl (2002:1606):

[ndian boys and girls were never
myvited to parties that we white adoles-
cents held for our friends: nor. of course,
would they be asked 1o join the frequent
dinners and parties among the adulis, To
the town dances of the fall and winter
months-—when. as with some exaggera-
ton. we might put it the next day, “The
whole town turned out™  Skagway's
native people did not come. Nor, T think
would they have been welcome.

[f sociability stopped at front doors.,
so did courtship and marnage. Fora
man to court a Thmgit woman was to risk
almost certam ostractsin by whites -
quite possibly without his gaining ac-
ceptance among the Thngits themscelves,
The taboo forhidding marnage was
rarely violated. A man who did  and
almost certannly it would be a wiite
man marrving an Indian woman - auto-
matically acquired the epithet of squaw
man.” s children would be “half
breeds.” fullv aceepted netther by whites
nor, on the testimony of one I knew., by
the Thingits,

Mrs. Ackerman, like Mr. Dahl
and Mr. Sclmer. does not suggest that
racism was a problem between kids
within the Mission system, but she was
very aware of the broader deculturalizing
and assimilationist effects of being in the
Mission school.

When | iest went up there [in the
1930s]. 1 was seven. And my grand-
mother took me up there because at that

224
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Figure 23. Skagway school children in Indian garb (Alaska State Library, Paul Sincic Collection, #PCA75-
187. KLGO SP98-365)

nificant populations of Native students. The  were frowned upon and addressed directly in
Union Church, a non-denominational church,  the curricula. In mtegrated schools, such as

was dedicated on December 12, 1897, and those in Skagway, the pressures for Natives
by April 1898 housed a school. The Skagway 10 adopt all the values and trappings of the
News mentions Mrs, Morchouse running a white world were especially strong because

private school in January 1899. The Method-  they came not only from non-Native teach-
ist-Episcopal McCabe College operated from ¢rs and administrator, but also from peers.
1899 10 1900. The first City of Skagway pub-  Moreover. since the majority of Skagway s
lic school opened on October 2, 1901 (Spude  population arrived from other, faraway
1983:41; Karl Gurcke, personal communica- places in the U.S., Canada, and beyond--in-

tion 200)3) cluding Australia. Canada, China, England.
The world of school emphasized the  France, Germany, Italy, Ireland. Japan, Nor-

issues of faith and appearance as much as way, Poland, Sweden, and Yugoslavia-a key

mtellectual skills. Native “heathenism™ or function of public and parochial education

“paganism’ and their unhygienic appearance  in towns like Skagway was to reshape this

—— S — o —
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diversity ito a more unitied and disciplined
culture through cducation. This included
not only lcarning the three “R's™ in Lnglish.
but also classes on dress, hygienc. posture,
and even “pounding the subject *Stocks and
Bonds™ into our incomprehensive heads. . .:”
additionally, students noted the “terror”™ they
felt upon sceing the istructor’s “little yellow
book that keeps the records of the good and
bad,” often “wishing “that book would get
lost or burned up.”” (The Trail, [fivst Skag-
way [ligh School Yearbook], 1908).
Undoubtedly these pressures had
profound ctleets on young Native students,
who were often encouraged to view their
own past as a forcign culture, As an under-
privileged indigenous minority amid this vast
cultural diversity, local Thngits felt the need
to educate non-Natives. who were 1gnorant
and often disdainful of their culture and his-
tory, about their heritage. The article ex-
cerpted below, written by a young “grammar

orade” Tlingit girl, Cora Benson (figure 24),

for her 1908 Skagway high school vearbook,
represents one such cffort. Entitled “Life of
the Alaskan Native before the Arrival of the
White Man,” the article 1s striking in how
Benson adopts a strong ethnographic voice
and format, discussing pre-contact Tlingit
“character,” “manncr of dressing,” social or-
ganization, religion, shamanism (“the Indian
Doctor™), burtal customs, and “amusements”™
as if spcaking of another exotic culture in
the remote and primitive past from the per-
spective of an enlightened. educated. and,
ultimately, assimilated observer in the “civi-
lized™ present. Although written 1n a general-
izing way. the essay also includes important
information about spccific cultural patterns
of Skagway arca Natives, including their
trade trips to the Interior via the Chilkoot
Trail. The article 1s thus a fascinating excer-
cise in both auto-ethnography and salvage
anthropology.

Figure 24. Cora Benson (second row.
far left), Skagway public school, Class
of 1908 (Courtesy Skagway Museum &
Archives. 93.01.391)
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Figure 25. Lukaaxh.adi clan leader Ray Dennis (hidden) displays the Sockeye Point
Chilkat Blanket (Xh'aakw X'aayi Naaxein), a sacred possession of his clan, iflustrating
Lukaaxh.adi history in and claims to the Chilkool area, at a Skagway Traditional Council
intertribal meeting in Skagway, May 30, 2003. (Saurabh Gupla photo)

Religion

The natives huad a rude sort of
rehigion. They believed there was power
above that controlled their hives, Liars,
mischief-makers. and bad characters
were supposed to die sooner than good
persons, They behieved there are four
places to which a spimt may go after
death, [fa sood nutive died his spirit
was supposed 1o go to a happy place.
L.tfe there was the same as tite in this

world, but without pain or trouble of any

kind. This place was the native heaven,
Betore reaching this place a large niver
had o be crossed. The second place was
where the bad natives went; ltle there
was very fonely and miserable. The na-
tives believed that betore entering these
places they had to pass through ficlds ot
devil's-clubs and endure other hard-
ships. So the dead bodies were dressed

witcherafl, hie was supposed to enter

a region of clouds moving in diflerent
dircetions, Those killed m war went
through this place and mounted sull
hrgher, where all was peace. This was
another heaven.

The Indian Doctor

The native doctor was highly hon-
ored because of hus power. He was not
only i doctor but also a clarvoyant; he
forctold the numcerous wars, according
to the native behietl and also other events
of importance; he located lost articles
and the bodics of those drowned. Tle
was a prophet and the natives were often
on puard at s predictions, The natives
believed hie could cure sickness caused
by an ¢vil worker by commanding the
evil worker to release his victm.,

strongly and skin mttens were placed on
the hands: then funeral songs were sung,
which were supposced to clear the way

A footnote (o the article states: “Miss Benson
is the daughter of the Skagway chief and was
assisted in writing this article by her father”
The clan identity of Ms. Benson’s father is
not altogether elear. The family s listed in

and lessen the difbiculues.

The other places were in and above
the clouds. When one was killed for
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the 1930 census as coming from Chilkat,
and thus she may have been related to Mr.
and Mrs. John Benson, who hailed from the
Chilkat village of Klukwan, Mr. Benson be-
ing a well-known clan leader and Mrs. Ben-
son (Deinkhul.aty a famous Chilkat Blanket
weaver from the Ghaanaxhtetdi clan, who
adopted cthnologist Ronald L. Olson in the
1930s (Daucnhauer and Daucnhaucr 1994
598). Cora Benson remained in Skagway
after her graduation, and the 1930 Census
(Spude 2002) lists her as a dressmaker and
single head of her own houschold, age 30.
though she was probably in her late 30s.

Many Natives from Skagway as well
as clsewhere i the Alaska Territory atiended
the Pius X Mission School rather than the
public school. In their book North to Share:
The Sisters of Saint Ann Mission in Aaska
and the Yukon Territory, Sisters Cantwell
and Edmond (1992) chronicle the history of
the mission school, the brainchild of Father
Idgar Gallant. a Benedictine vicar who was
the first Catholic priest ordained in Alaska in
1918, the same year he came to Skagway.

Fver interested m education, Father

Gallant, who had heard of Holy Cross

Mission in the Interior, thought o

repraduce i Southeastern Alaska what

had been accomplished on the Yukon

River. When an opportunity arose, he

purchased acreage, SO0 by 300 fect.

near Skagway airport and the Skagway

River...

Jrather Gallant reasoned that the

territorial Indian school bemng planned

for Wrangell [ Wrangell Institute|, south

of Junci, could properly be balanced by

i similar school at Skagway, north ot Ju-

neau, Bishop Crimont, anxious o bring

the Catholic fatth 1o Native people ot

southeastern islands and coastal scrtle-

ments, understood that logie. (1992:172)

Funds for the school came fortu-
tously when, traveling on an oflicial visit
to Rome, Father Gallant fell into a game of
bridge with some American tourists. “As
the game came to an end. one man, John I
()’Dea of Canton, Ohio, drew Father Gallant
aside and oflered to donate $30,000 for the
building of the school on condition that it be
named after the late Pope Pius X, in grati-
tude for business favors obtained through
that saintly pontif!”s intereession™ (Cantwell
and Edmond 1992:179). Crimont Hall, as the
farge two-story mission building (figure 26)
was named, opened in December 1931, The
Pius X Mission was stafted by the Sisters of
Saint Ann and was “the most modern Na-
tive school in the Territory of Alaska.™ The
non-scctarian Wrangell Institute opened the
tollowing year. and i 1947 the government
opened a second boarding school, Mt. Edge-
cumbe, at Sitka, which still operates today.
Among the most thrilling aspects ot the
Skagway school’s sctting for children was
the trolley car that van up and down the street
and brought many of the children to school
cach day. Over 40 students were enrollied
by the first year, mostly Native children and
mostly non-Catholic. By 1939, there were 44
boys and 25 girls enrolled. with seven Sisters
of Saint Ann on staff. A visiting nun noted:

The words, “native children™ in-
clude a high percentage of those whose
parentage is hall white and halt Indian;
...these native children at therr pres-

ent stage of development mayv be classi-

tied as half and half. They speak English

with an Indian accent: they dress like

maderns and adopt the amenites of their

white associations. On the other hand,

they ching to their communad ife in

camps or hats, even to such as are bailt

on stakes on the heach, and they preter

the tloor to chairs and tables. The man-

ners which they pat on while in school
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Figure 26. Pius X Mission, ¢.1935. (Skagway Museum & Archives. L.B.Jones Collection-PX-1)

are castly discarded out of it. The writer,
while o guest at the Skagway institution,
was adopted by d charmung lLittle girl of
ten or su. She shewed me around with
the grace o a hostess; her English was
perfect, and when she failed to under-
stand. she would say “Pardon™ so nicely
that the tone and manner have remained
with me these many vears — all the while
the poor little Tady was just pining 10 be
with her grandmother., ..

I-ather Gallant's establishiment is
an ideal get-together. Here pupils sit at
oblong tables of eight. and invigorating
their youth with the tat of the land. dis-
cuss problems with the wisdom of therr
years. (in Cantwell and Edmond 1992)

By 1953, the year after Father Francis Cow-
gill arrived to assist Gallant, there were 65
students, including 22 ““town kids.” as they
were termed. Things were more relaxed after
World War 11, whereas in the carly days,
students were required to march everywhere.
Lven when going to the movies downtown,
the children were marched by the Sisters
(Andrew Beierly, interview). This so embar-

rasscd the senior boys, according to Fred
Mabhle (a Native from Kodiak, who settled
permanently in Skagway afier graduation),
that “they would not go”. Younger students
were not allowed to go downtown at all, and
those over 14 had to be back by 10 pm. The
sexes were also caretully scgregated. and
girls had to stay on school grounds or go to
town in an escorted group (Andrew Beierly,
interview), Despite the gender separation,
Fred Mahle relates that boys and girls stll
had ways of communicating, espectally at
mealtime: “If you had a girlfriend serving
yvou. she would crunch up the corn flakes on
the bottom of the bowl, and then fill up the
rest of the bowl so yvou'd get more™ (Skaguay
Alaskan 1985:12).

Life at the mission school was struc-
tured but generally rewarding. The curricu-
lum, like that of the public schools, empha-
sized cognitive and behavioral skills and vo-
cational as well as academice subjects, 1ealth
and hygiene were also stressed, especially
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all the way through graduation obscrved:

“It madc no difterence what nationality

you were, we became Catholies. . He had a
strong ruling and vou lived by the way he
ruled, but he was honest and fan” (Skaguay
Alaskean 1985:11). Ken Boynton (intervicw)
recalled that Gallant also had no hesita-

tion about “mixing 1t up” with the boys and
would roughhouse with them on occasion
for fun, Yet, he could also be a stem disci-
plinarian. “H onc got out of hand m chapcl,
some recalled, he would reach out over the
pews with his long arms and slap the boy

on the back of the head. But he cared a lot
for the kids, giving them allowances, taking
them downtown and on tund-raising trips,
and giving them a holiday every year on his
birthday, St. Patrick’s Day. He would sing
his favorite song, ‘Danny Boy, and laugh
like an old barking scal™ (Skaguay Alaskan
1985:11). The Sisters could also be strict,
and somctimes faulted Father Gallant for his
diosyneratic style of leadership and lack of
regimentation (Cantwell and Edimond 1992),
He traveled often and cschewed common ac-
counting and administrative procedures, but
always came through for “his kids.” More
than anything. according to assistant pricst
Francis Cowgtll, “He could take a look at a
child and sec nothing wrong, .. He would see
to 1t that the child was developed... He was
ready to takc on any child. There were tears
i the eyes of children when they called him
‘Father.” He really was the father to children
who had no tather” (Skaguay Alaskan 1985
L1).

Father Gallant also took concrete
steps 1o combat racism. and the soft-caste
system described above, For example, as the
Skaguav Alaxkan article notes, “Kids thought
a lot of Father Gallant for being color blind

CHAPTER IV: The Early Post-Gold-Rush Period (1900-1950)

at a time when prejudice toward Natives was
blatantly obvious in Skagway and throughout
the territory. He stood up for the kids — to

the point of starting the mission’s own scout
troop in the 1930s when his kids would

not be adnitted to the one i town.™ Such
ctvi¢ and recreational organizations were
important sites for integration, Gallant also
worked to find students summer employment
and to place graduates in good wagce-carn-
ing occupations, often coordinating with the
White Pass Railroad to place them i posi-
tions there, On this score the Pius X Mission
School was much more successful than the
Anglican residential schools at Carcross and
clsewhere 1n the Interior,

Fven so, the relatively colorbhnd
world of the school could not completely
shicld Native kids from the less tolerant com-
munity of Skagwav. As Byron Mallott noted
i a speech delivered at a school reunion in
1993, “There were times when things would
happen in the community, and at feast we
thought we were the first folks to be called to
task for some of those events™ (11 Skagway
News 1993). Like Stan Sclimer (interview),
Mallott suggests that the term “mission kids”
was often a polite cover for “Natives™ who
tended to be blamed for things just because
of who they were.

Prus X closed 1ts doors 1 1960, short-
ly after Father (now Monsignor) Gallant's
departure to Anchorage to build another
school. The Sisters ot Saint Ann took charge
of the mission after Gallant's departure and
attcmpted to return a higher order of regi-
mentation to the school. Both Byron Mallott
and Andrew Beierly scrved on the student
counctl at the time and attempied to persuade
the nuns to change the system back (o the
more liberal way of Father Gallant. But they
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Chief Kadanaha of Chilka! Tribe ot Kiakwan, 22 miles from Haines. Picture loken ove’ 40 years ago,
shows liftle girl, now Mrs. Edna Smith, of Haines. (Courtesy |. B, Hawsar),

Ma '?Z
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Figure 27. Maggie Kadanaha with Mike Kadanaha and Smith family from Haines {Sheldon Museum

Collection)

casins. spoons (including goat horn spoons),
mittens, mintature canocs, paddles, hand-
made dolls, and other handicrafis,

The handicraft trade was primarily a
women’s industry to the extent that it em-
phasized sewing and wceaving, two tradition-
ally female crafts. To mect volume demand,
howcever, women often coordinated family
labor. including both male and female ¢nl-
dren. Paul Wilson (interview) recalled. I
was kind of raised by my sisters. and 1 ended
up making little booties with *Alaska” on top
while [ was supposed to be playmg bascball,
I thought I was the only one that ever did
this, but I found out later there were a lot of

men folks selling [making items for sale].”
Similarly, Minni¢c Stevens (interview) related
that many female children were instructed

in how 1o make mocceasins “as soon as we
could work a needle.” Children specialized
in producing the so-called “doll moccasins,”
which, like adult moccasins, were sewn {rom
scalskin. lined with flanncl, and trimmed
with rabbit fur. They sold for 25 cents a pair
in the 1930s, Mrs. Stevens would travel with
her mother from Haines to Skagway on the
Captain James Fornance (figure 20). Her
mother (Mrs. Brown) would sell both to mer-
chants and directly to tourists on the streets
and wharf arca. Evelyn Hotch (interview)

Klondike Gold Rush National Historical Park Ethnographic Overview and Assessment 241



CHAPTER IV: The Early Post-Gold-Rush Period (1900-1950)

Figure 28. Maggie Kadanaha (center) with Marion Dennis (left) and Mary Judson (Courtesy
of Barbara Kalen, Dedman’'s Photo)

Figure 29. Maggie Kadanaha with Howard Warden, Louise Martin, and Sam Jackson

(Daanawaakh) (Courtesy of John Poling Trust)
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mittens from Maggic Kadanaha in 1938 and
wore them in the winter “everyday for forty
vears” before recently donating them to the
Skagway Museum (Judy Munns. personal
communication 2002),

Maggie Kadanaha hosted Natives
from all over Southeast Alaska and the
Interior on their visits to Skagway. and was
a mother and grandmother to Native and
non-Native children alike, who to this day
recall her with great fondness and affection.
Whenever interviewees were asked. “Did
you know Maggie Kadanaha?™ inevitably
the answer was. “Of course, everybody knew

Maggic!™ In 1975 Elizabeth Haakinen (1975:

7). longtime director of the Sheldon Muscum
in Haines, published the following recollec-
tion of Maggic's kindness:

For well over 50 vears, 1 have
ircasured an old totem depicting an cagle
and a bear, On the day it was given to me
[ was about five vears old, We were in
Old Wells [north of Klukwan), and 1 was
playing ncar the Chilkat River with my
new doll  a very splendidly garbed one
outhitted as a Red Cross nurse. Somchow
[ dropped her in the river and she floated
off downstream.

Of course, 1t was impossible to
reach her, and I must have been produc-
ing rather o lot of noise because Maggic
and Mike Kadanaha, who were staving
nearby, heard me and came to investi-
aate. I saw them exchange nods before
Maggie came and, taking me by the
hand, led me around behind a cabin were
she dug a small totem about a foot high
from the ground. She gave it to mie, ex-
plaining that it had belonged 10 her own
child who had died recently and didn’™
need it anymore,

I played with that totem, dressed
it in doll ¢lothes, and slept with it for
years. [Ustll has traces of the blug
Cravola which entirely covered it at one
time. It went to college with me and has

always been a part of whatever place |

called home,

Kenneth Boynton (b, 1944) spoke for a lot
of non-Native kids of his generation when he
stated: “She was a very gracious woman...
She really loved us kids: Kids were some-
thing she really treasured; it was something
she rcally tried to mvest herself into... She
took carc of us™ (interview).

Although many details of Maggie
Kadanaha's biography remain obscure, on
occasion she would regale local children
with stories of her carly days in Skagway.
According to Ken Boynton (interview),

I don’t know what town she grew
up or was born in, but her Dad was the
[Tcader] of one of the tribes, which made
her i queen or a prineess or something
like that., .af there is sueh a thing in
Tlingit...She always wore her head-
dress: [ got 1o put it on a couple of times
.l remember her headdress with that
kind of flower thing in red and her white
gown with the red stripes..

She first came to Skagway as a child, during
the gold rush.

The stary she told me that | remem-
ber was that she was in White Pass City
around 1896-97, Her dad was a packer;
he packed stuffup the hill for the miners
along the "I98 "trail. And Soapy Smith
and his gang was trotting down the hill
through White Pass City, and he seen
Maggie. He stopped his horse. got off,
went over to her, picked her up and gave
her a Kiss, set her back down and said,
“You are a pretty fntle girl,” and talked
with her a bit, then got back on his horse
and the gang and them took oft. And
she turned to somebody and said, “Who
was that?™ He said, “Well that’s Soapy
Sinith.” And she said, “Well who's
Soapy Smith?” And that’s how she
met Soapy Smith, Yeah, he was a very
gracious man, she sand. (Ken Boynton,
imterview)
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Figure 30. Maggie Kadanaha works in front of her house in Skagway, weaving baskets for tourists. She also
displays examples of her moccasins, as well as her clan emblems (including the frog). (Courtesy of Skagway
Museum & Archives. L.B. Jones Collection-MK-1)
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In addition to her connections with Skag-
way. Klukwan, and Yakutat. she also had
close ties to Interior Natives. Edna Helm (b,
1945) remembers making annual trips from
Carcross down to Skagway in the fall to visit
and trade. Her tamily would stay with the
Dennises and exchange moose hide and other
local products for seaweed. dried fish, and
other coastal specialuies. They would always
pay a visit to Maggie Kadanaha at her home,
where Mrs. Kadanaha would entertain them
and give the children hard candies that Mrs.
Helm thought were “colored rocks™ (inter-
view). Similarly, Ada Haskins (b. 1924), the
Yanyceidi daughter of famous Interior guide
Johnny Johns, remembers visiting Mrs.
Kadanaha’s home in Skagway when her tam-
ily traveled from the Interior to the city by
train. Maggic provided them with culachon
grcasce and dried fish i exchange for Inerior
gouds, such as moose hide (interview).

Paul and Marilyn Wilson (interview)
recall Maggie Kadanaha as industrious not
only in producing for the tourist trade but
also for subsistence. “She dried lots of cu-
lachons. We didn’t doat, I don’t know why.
Jees, 1Us L. [a] delicacy.™ Eulachon ran in
the Skagway River near Maggice’s home in
both winter and spring, though the spring-
summer run was much heavier. Paul Wilson
notes that in the wintertime he used to gatt
them, but “in the sumimer tune when 1t was
warmer | used to just grab “em!” Marilyn
Wilson remembers, “In the Skagway River
they were just thick. yvou could just almost
walk on them there was so many!™ Paul re-
called that the best place to harvest culachon
was not far from Maggie Kadanaha's house,
“Just where the old bridge [for pedestrians
across the Skagway River] used to be, the
old swinging bridge, right around there,” but

“They took it down for some reason. FAA |
guess.” Marilyn commented that this was “a
shame...everybody used to go through there
and go hiking.” Reflecting on her association
with Maggie Kadanaba as a child, she added:
“You know, I was small when I lived up in
Skagway, and 1 used to visit Maggic a lot |
guess. And [ was wondering, why did [ visit
her, you know, being so small? And [ think
i’s because 1 used to visit my grandmother
in Angoon and 1 must have felt at home with
her because, you know, they both speak
Tlingit,” Mrs. Kadanaha readily shared her
bounty with children, including berries, dried
fish. and other esteemed foods.

Mrs. Kadanaha was also a source of
oral listory and conncction between peoples
of the Interior and the coast. [For example,
Carcross-lagish Deishectaan elder Angela
Sidney recalls going to speak to Maggie
Kadanaha about a Kiks.adi-Deisheetaan
(Crow/Raven moiety clans) song that she
sang for her son, Pete. upon his return {rom
World War [I. Some clders from the op-
posite moicty, mcluding her uncle Patsy
Henderson, questioned her right to use the
Khaaxh’achgook song. To confirm her right
to use the song. Mrs. Sidney sought out Mag-

—
.

gic Kadanaha and Bert Dennis at Skagway.
I told her [Maggie] all about how
I sang that song when Peter came buck
and when 1 made that dinner for him, |
called everybady from across the river
to his welcome dinner, and [ sang 1t
before we started out that dinner and |
satd that Khaaxh'achgook song was our
song. And Unele Patsy didn’™ believe it.
So 'went to Skagway too, and | asked
Maggic Kodenaha [sic) and she tokd me
all about 1t. She wld me aboul the war
we made and that's how conme he gave
us that song. Khaaxh achgook made
lots of songs. He made songs for the sun
and hie made songs for when he shoved
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his paddle in their boar, and that song altered the fan-]ily‘s scasonal round.

he gave to . us in place of his brother.

That's why we use it That's why [ use Most of the ime the [Johnson] fam-

it That's why I gave 1t to Pete when iy was based at Bennett, with occasional

he came back from the army, because trips into Carcross for supplhies and at

he qust went through what happened to special times of the year,

Khauxh’achgook. He drifted away i the Mrs, Winnie Athin. one of the John-

ovean, but he finally came back. T asked son daughters, reported that at {irst the

all about that, teo... {before 1 used the family returned to Carcross cach summer

song]. (in Crutkshank 1998:38-39) to 9o to the fish camp on Tagish Lake.
There they put up dried and salt fish for

Born in 1873. M agg ic passcd away the winter. However, after the tounst

business piched up. the family spent the
summiers at Bemnett and only came into
Carcross at the end of the summer, after

in 1957 at the age of 84 and 1s buried at the
Pioncer cemetery. Capped by an angel, her

grﬂvcst(“lc pays l]lllng fribute 10 this HﬂgCliC the burr}.-picking and tourist Season.
“clan mother™ of the whole Skagway com- They would return to Bennett before
nmity. freeze-up. (Greer 1995:102)

While some Interior Natives {rom
Carcross-Tagish and other communitics
came to Skagway to sell their handi-
cralts, or worked on consignment with
Skagway merchants, many worked the
tourist trade on the WP&YR run in the
Bennett and Carcross areas. Perhaps the
most famous was Patsy Henderson, who
was hired by WP&YR to interpret Na-
tive history for tourists at the Carcross
Train station (figure 31). Inland Tlingit
and Tagish Women also sold moccasins
and other handicraits in the vicinity of
the train station and through local mer-
chants in Carcross. Bennett was also an
important site for tourism. Greer (1995:
101) provides an extensive analysis
of the Johnson family’s ¢xperience in
Bennett in the late nincteenth and carly
twentieth centuries. Scveral descendants
of this family, including Winnic Atlin
and her mece Edna Helm, sull retam
close ties to Bennett, and Edna Helm
maintains a home. trapline. and tourist

. .. .. Figure 31. Patsy Henderson at Carcross train station demon-
business there lOd{ly (sce bCIO\«\"). Slgﬂlh- strating subsistence techniques

cantly, the expansion of the tourist trade  (Courtesy Canadian Museum of Civilization. #2058)
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Figure 32. Skagway Traditional Council sponsored plant walk along Taiya River, May 2003, led by Carcross-
Tagish elder Ida Calmegane (center left, accompanied by STC President Lance Twilchell). (Saurabh Gupta
photo)

Rise oF TOURISM AND ESTABLISHMENT
ofF KLoNDIKE GoLD RusH NATIONAL
HistoricaL PARK

The decline in mining activities in
the Yukon and the closure of the WP&YR

in 1982 brought cconomic hardship to the
community, which was partially ameliorated

by a gradual expansion in tourism. especially

with the arrival of more and more large
cruise ships in the 1980s and the opening
of the Klondike Highway link to Skagway
in 1978, Tourism got an cven larger boost
from the creation of the Klondike Gold
Rush National Fhistorical Park in 1976
(dedicated June 1977), which spawned a
large tourist infrastructure and additional

cmployment through its four units: Skagway,
Dyea-Chilkoot, White Pass, and Seattle-
Pioncer Square. The city also established
The Skagway Historie District Commission
by ordinance on October 3, 1972, The focus
of the tourism remained squarely on the
gold rush, however, and the treatment of
Native history was superficial. Tlingils were
recognized for their ficree, “monopolistic™
control over the passcs before the gold rush
and as skilled but hard-bargaining packers
during the rush itsclf, The larger context of
Native history prior, duting, and after the
gold rush was not mentioned. An inscription
on a 1966 monument placed at the Chilkoot
Pass summit is emblematic of the focus that
informed visitors of the park’s founding;:
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IN 1897 KLONDIKE STAMPEDERS BY
THE THOUSANDS FUNNELED OVIR THIS
ANCIENT INDIAN TRAIL. ENDURING
INCREDIBLE DEPRIVATIONS AND
HARDSIPS. THEIR TENACIOUS SPIRIT,
DOMINATING ALL OBSTACLES,
CONTINUILES TO INSPIRE PIONELRS
VENTURING NORTH TO THE FUTURIL:.

Its rather exclusive focus has made the park a
“difticult symbol” for arca Natives, as noted
by Chief Carvill of the Carcross-Tagish
First Nation at his specch at the Gold Rush
Centennial at Bennett in 1998, Perhaps not
surprisingly, although Natives were hired
carly on as maintenance staft at the park.
including St Dennis Jr. and Andrew Beierly,
no Natives were hired for interpretation in
the early days of the park.

Howcever, there is no record of
formal objection to the park by Natives,
as was the case at Glacier Bay. with one
cxception. Members of the Mahle family,
including the remaining three Aleut (or
Alutiq) brothers from Kodiak who came
to Skagway to attend the Pius X Mission
school before World War [ along with
their descendants. objected to the park’s
interference with thewr allotment at Dyea.,
The three Mahle brothers: - Andrew, Harlan.
and Fred--had filed for their allotments in
1971 bascd on their occupancy and use of the
arca for hunting. trapping. and wood cutting
beginning in the 1940s. All three tracts lay
between the Dyea trailhead and Finnegan’s
Point on lands cither bisceted or bordered
by the trail, potentially affecting access and
maintenance and jeopardizing associated
cultural resources (Jesperson and Pittenger
1986). The park raised concerns about the
legitimacy of these claims and also attempted
to ncgotiate casements that would allow for

the management of the trail and associated
cultural resources. The Mahle brothers
received BLM approval for their allotments
in the fall ot 1988, with reservation of a 25-
foot right ot public access along the existing
hiking trail. But the National Park Service
filed an-appeal in November 1988 and was

Joined by the state of Alaska, Adjudication of

the case was still not complete in late 2002
as heirs of Andrew Mabhle, represented by his
son Jerry, were still sceking an additional 40
acres that was not deeded as part of the 1988
decision. Wrangling with the Park Service
both before and after the 1988 BLM decision
has also created some animosity on the part
of the Mahles toward the park. Although. the
primary author was ablc to talk with Fred
Mahle Jr. by phone, he politely refused to
cooperate with this study due to the park’s
contestation of his family’s allotment. The
Muahles were not particularly active in local
tribal organizations at the time of the BLM
decision, and there 1s no record of support for
or agamst their claims in the broader Native
community.”

Beyond this, there appears to
have been no other tormal opposition to
the creation of the park. Indeed, when
Representative Mike Miller held a hearing
in Skagway on March 8. 1975 (Norris 1996:
152-153), there was no testimony opposing
the bill to establish the park. It is possible
that dissent was expressed in other ways,
however, and 1t scems that some Natives
shared coneerns expressed within the broader
public about the hordes of potential visitors
interfering with their daily lives, and about
losing frecdoms and access 10 resources
due to federal restrictions over arca lands.,
especially at Dyea (cf. Wells 1978),
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talks and Icads workshops i the park on Na-
tive life in Skagway and Dyea, In addition,
the tribe also has grants for environmental
monitoring and other imtiatives, In light of
these developments, Twitchell is optimistic
about the future of the Skagway Native com-
munity:
Within that ¢ircle of history and

ongoing development, a tiny assembly

of Natuve people i the town of Skag-

way constitutes the Skagway Traditional

Council (STC), a Tribe that carnes the

vision of'a people reborn in their tradi-

ton. The STC builds community based

programs that foster wellness within the

community by caring for and focusing

on children and clders, and works with

other Tribes 1o the region and state to

care tor Native people by addressmg the

ilinesses that have crawled into our faini-

hes, Inoatown (that) 1s known 1o many

as only a gold rush town, sometling

wondertul 1s happening: a people are re-

alizing their potential and are empower-

g themselves through se-governance,

(www.skagwaviraditional.org/pages:

history history.htim)

Tribal politics in the Interior has also
moved to a new level with the recognition
of the Carcross-Tagish band as a First Na-
tion. In April 1999, there were S08 registered
members of the Carcross/Tagish First Na-
tion, about half of whom live in cither Tagish
or Carcross at lcast part of the year. The
Carcross/ Tagish First Nation (CTFN) also
is affihated with the Thingit Tribal Council.
The Carcross/Tagish First Nation is currently
ncgotiating their First Nation Final Agree-
ment and Sclt=Government Agreement with
the federal and Yukon governments. Their
final agreements will follow the outline of
the Umbrella Final Agreement concermng
sovereignty over lands and resources. Unlike
Skagway, Carcross and Tagish do not have
highly developed wage economics. Many

Natives remain sell-employed and reliant
on scasonal work in combination with sub-
sistence production. Similarly, in contrast to
the Skagway Traditional Council, the CTEN
1s among the community’s largest employ-
ers and 1s involved in numerous sectors of
the cconomy and community governanee,
arts and culture, and education, The CTEN
also trains and hires staff to carry out special
projects, including cthnographic rescarch, as
was the case for this cthnographic overview,
CTFEN has been proactive in devel-
oping a working relationship with Parks
Canada. which manages the Canadian side
of the Chilkoot Trail, and seeks to become a
central force in the developing tourist in-
dustry. The publication of Skookum Stories
on the Chilkoot/Dvea Trail (Greer 1995),
a collaborative project between the CTEN
and Parks Canada, helped present a detatled
history of the Chitkoot Trail from a Native
perspective and paved the way for further
collaboration between the First Nation and
the park in improving their interpretive pro-
grams and management ol cultural resources
and human uscs of the park. Partly as a result
of this upgrade, there presently is a striking
contrast between the interpretive materials
on the Canadian side of the Trail and those
on the Alaska side in that the Canadian
materials include a much stronger emphasis
on First Nations™ history and culture, includ-
ing contemporary lifeways. But there is
still work to be done. In a recent planning
document (http:/www.yfnta.org/community/
Profile.asp?First_Nation= 1#History). the
CTFN makes the tollowing observations
concerning the development of Tourism in
the Chilkoot Tratl and Carcross region:

[tis generally felt that local Na-
tive history and culture has not yet been
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in their own unigue ways during the past 50
vears. In addition to selling handicratls, some
Natives became mvolved in other sectors of
the tourtst cconomy, including starring roles
in the “Days of "98 Show™ (a local bur-
lesque-style portrayal of the gold rush) and
proprietorship over tourist souvenir stores.
One of the most successful m adapt-
ing has been Richard Dick. In addition to
working as a longshoreman for WP& YR, Mr,
Dick also bought and managed several tourist
businesses m Skagway. In addition to pro-
ducing and featuring Native art in his shops.
Mr. Dick also conducted live demonstra-
tions of his art that included oral history and
storytelling. as well as information on wood-
carving (figure 33) Thagit, Richard Dick
camc to Skagway from his Native village of
Angoon m 1942-43, during World War 11, in

Figure 33. Richard Dick (T. Thornton photo)

hopes of finding a job. He found odd jobs on
the dock. longshoring the freight that eventu-
allv moved over the White Pass into Canada
via the ratlroad. Altogether he spent 40 years
working for the WP&YR before retiring in
the 1980s. A fluent speaker of Tlingit, Mr.
Dick’s connections and knowledge of the
Thngit language allowed him to absorb much
of the local oral history, including Native
and non-Native songs, which he rearranged,
retranslated, and sang and even recorded for
entertainment. He also recorded albums that
were a mix of Tlingit and English songs.

In the 1960s and carly 1970s, M,
Dick worked as an actor in the local Gold
Rush theatre. where he entertained thousands
of visitors a year. including a Texan tourist,
who was to become s wife. He also became
a carver and founded several gift shops,
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Figure 34. Richard Dick’s tourist gift shop, east of Soapy Smith Museum, ¢. 1970
(Courtesy Richard Dick)

where he sold his own works and other lo-
cal Native manutactures from both sides of
the border, and told the stories behind them.
renewing yet another cconomic tradition and
carning i reputation as a local historian, One
shop. stratcgically situated near the docks
where visiting tourists disembarked, became
a S20.000 a week operation (figure 34).

Now oflicially retired at 76, Mr. Dick
is still hard at work in the tourist industry.
He has o workshop in his house where he
and a partner create woodcarvings and other
handicralts for the tourist trade. Mr. Dick
also has commenced giving demonstrations
of Native carving, augmented by oral history
presentations of local Tlingit culture, at arca
tourist shops. Some of Mr, Dick’s carvings

were featured in a recent Skagway Muscum
exhibit. Mr. Dick feels it is important to edu-
cate people about the Native historical and
the cultural context ot artifacts and crafts,
and thus secks a model of interaction with
tourists that 1s not just material but also per-
sonal. Tourists, it seems. are hungry for these
kinds of connections too, judging from the
strong positive response Mr. Dick has had in
his recent demonstrations and appearances
i local shops. In addition (0 being success-
ful. his personal and educational approach to
tourism is very consistent with the tradition
established by Patsy Henderson ot educating
tourtsts about Native history and culture at
Carcross.

On the Canachan side. Edna Helm
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1s an example of Carcross-Tagish First
Nation’s member with strong ties to the
Chilkoot Trail, She has sought a ¢reative
personal niche within the modern tourist-ori-
ented management of the park. Mrs, Helm
(Skhuxh.utin) was born at Beaver Lake and
raiscd in Bennett. where her grandparents

ran a traphine that encompasscd much of the
present day Chilkoot Trail region from the
American border at the stunmit down o the
trail’s Canadian terminus at Bennett. In 1978,
she took over the trapline from her uncle,
Dan Johnson, and continues to work it during
the winter months (November - February).
Mrs. Helm (figure 35) 1s a member of the
[shkitaan (“Iish Hole™) clan ot the Carcross

Tagish First Nation. Hers is the only occu-
pied home along the Chilkoot Trail. and she
considers her family the “Carctakers of Ben-
nett.” In addition to trapping, Mrs. Helm also
tans many of her own skins and manutac-
tures beaded mocceasins, mittens, shirts, and
other handicrafls, which arc available for sale
both at the trail terminus at Bennett and other
outlets. This 1s a tradition that she learned
from her grandmother, Martha Johnson.
Martha's daughter and Edna’s aunt, Winnic
Atlin (Greer 1995:114-115) recalls fanuly’s
activities at Lake Bennett during the 1920)s,
when trains from Skagway and Whitchorse
arrived daily,

Figure 35. Edna Helm (T. Thornton photo)
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graves were moved, and relatively Iittle

was done to stabilize the river in the vicin-
1y of Dyca Cemetery. Thus crosion remains
a threat and the Jacquot family continues

(0 voice concerns about the mtegrity of the
arca being compromised, and the possibil-
ity of this resulting in further desecration to
their ancestor’s grave. The descendants of
the Matthews family have sought to care for
their ancestors” graves at Dycea in the spint of
Bill Matthews. As noted above, in summer
2002, the family erccted new markers and
fence around the graves of Bill Matthews’
mother (Sophia) and sisters who died in
Dveaan the carly post-gold rush cra.

As another cxample of this kind of
activity, a commemorative potlatch was held
in Dyca in 1988 by Angcela Sidney’s family
in honor of their relatives buried there and to
restore therr grave markers (figure 36), which
had been “washed out.”™ The family made a
trip to the gravesite to install a stone memo-
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Figure 36. Grave marker placed by Angela Sidney's
family at Dyea, 1988 (NPS photo by Dave Curi, 2004}

rial and also rented the Legion Hall in Skag-
way to host local participants for a meal and
additional commemorative activitics. Angela
Sidney desceribes this memorial as follows:
Well, people used to go down to

deal with those Coast Indians, They used

to go down after beaver season ¢closed

in springtime; then they would go down

o Dyca. Then they would go over the

summit  they ve gota little boat-ev-
crybody’s goft] their own boat 1o cross
Lake Lindemann, [ guess, and when they
got o the other end. that's the time they
would go over the summit and down to
the coast, to Dyea.

My mother and father were there
one time.. . 1898 davs... And they lived
down in Dyca tor three years, she said,
The reason they stayed there is because
she lost all her children there - three
airls and one boy.

... They made a big spirtt house on
them [cf. figure 37 this report].

..My mother’s aunt, Mrs, Dyea
John, Aandaax™w, had a son, too, one
boy. Well, he died, too, and then another
one  that’s two boys of Mrs. Dyvea
John. The next one was David
Hammond’s oldest brother. .
my mother’s cousm, And then
they lost my mothers” broth-
et his name was T'oku ]
don’t know his English name.
And Aandaux’w built the spir
house. .. Those kids are the only
ones that hud a spirtit house on
them, she sad,

And then--I don’t know
what year it wius  we went
down to Skugway. my sister
Dora and me. We went down
and Mr. Matthew[s] took us to
Dyca cemetery. e waned to
show us his daughter’s grave:
thut's how come we went there.
And since my mother had told
me about the spint house, we
loaked for it and we found 1t I's okay
nothing wrong with it.,.but 1t was close
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Figure 37. Spirit house at Dyea. "Grave of Kuck-Shaw, Tagish Chief, Dyea. Alaska. (E.A. Hegg, Yukon Ar-
chives Print #2528, KLGO DC2-2385)

euess the lumber wouldn't be there,

And then when I came back [ started
thinking about it. thinking about it all
the time. Gee. ., .there’s no mark on those
kids. And 1t my mother was hiving, | bet
she™d do something about 1t. 1 thought
that way all the time. And pretty soon, |
started thinking about it ¢/ the ume. ..,

...So Talked to my daughier, Ida.

I talked to just my family first, and they
sard “All nnght.” We collected money first
for it and we sent out [for the gravestone,
designed by the tamily]. ...

SO we went on the seventh of
October...my brother and the rest- they
all came down there  even William
and Winnie [Athin] and Agnes. And we
made i party, In the meantime 1 wrote to
Austin [THammond]. . .to come and visi
ts in Skagway..,

to the water bank there. Well, it was all
right, I saw that spirit house: I knew that
my sisters were there, my oldest sisters.
And then another fime we went
down again - my daughter Ida and |
went down and we went to the cemetery
and that spinit house was sull there yet,
but the roof was kind of caving in. Not
very long after, we heard about the cem-
ctery washing out-—landshde, [ gucess.
Then about the year before Jast, we
went down agaim. Ida and 1 went down
to visit the cemetery and here we could
see that there's no spirit house there -
nothing! We just saw something swim-
ming around the grave. Just close by we
saw the lumber piled up there. Mavbe
it caved - mavbe 1t washed out., . we
don’t know  but if 1t washed out. |
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But anyway we rented the Legion
Hall: that’s where we got the party ., .,

And that day when we all got down
there, it was raning like everything!
And while st was caining, | just prayed
and prayed so 1t could clear up, And sure
cnough, it cleared up. It stopped rain-
ing tor an hour or two and we took that
stone over there...and we put it up.

Of course. I told some stories
there [ talked to people. And we sang
some songs. We sang Beaver song: that's
our song, the Deisheetaan song we sing
all the tme.

..And we put that many names on
that little stone [1.¢.. all the names of the
deceased] —it's just a hittle stone, though.
But we just want to know how many of
them were there,

People used to go down 1o Dyen
always all the ime belore Skagway-——go
buck and forth from Tagish to the coast.
It was just hike going to the store—that’s
the only place they used to get thew
outtit, like flour and sugar and tca and
studT. They get enough stutt there for one
whole winter’s supply.

Butit's not only my people [De-
ishectaan] buried there; my mother's
father bis name was Shaakoon that's
his Indian name, Shaakoon - he's
buried there, too. And that Skookum
Jim's oldest brother, Tlakwshaan — he's
buried there too. That Lucy Wren  Her
grandma and her aunt, that Susie. [ don't
know how many Wolf people are buried
there. My mother only told me her
tather's buried there, and thit Susie. and
Susi¢’s sisler.

Anywiy, altogether us Deishectaan
collected up a thousand dollars for that
potlatch.. .1t costs us a thousand dol-
lars to fix up that grave. (/n Crutkshank
1991:150-154)

This narrative 1s porgnant and illustrative of
how graves and places of significance long
abandoned remain alive in peoples” hearts
and minds, and continue to resonate with
their sense of history, identity. and purpose.
Mrs. Sidney, like members of the Jacquot
and Matthews tamilies, felt a strong obliga-
tion to care for her relatives” gravesites and
to honor their memories and social history at
Dyca.® It 1s likely that such commemorative
activities will remain an important aspect
of Native interactions with Dyca and the
Chilkoot Trail in the future.

As tourism in the greater Chilkoot
Arca approaches unprecedented levels, with
more than 750,000 visitors a ycar, the chal-
lenges of forging a sustainable and quality
tourist economy without sacrificing Native
mterests may become more difficult. This 1s
not simply a matter of preserving the integ-
rity of the existing landscape, but also of
respectiully allowing living Natives to nter-
act with the park through subsistence. recre-
ational, entreprencurial, commemorative, and
other activities that are consistent with their
own ways of being and cultural integrity.

(Faotnates)
“ This “streetear”™ was actually a 10-passenger bus or

jney that local entrepreneur Martin ljen had built in

the 1930s to haul tourists around.

" The local tribal organization itself may not have
been active, or only have been semi-active, during that
lime.

= This is despite the fact that burial of the dead was a
post-contact inmovatton among the Thnait, cremation
bemg the traditional mortnary practice, except for
shamans and slaves,
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were also evolving and both groups were
becoming more intimately linked with their
coastal Tlingit neighbors through trade.
intercourse, and marriage. Simtlarly, coastal
Thngits and interior First Nations people
also responded to contact in a wide variety
of ways including strong resistance. co-opta-
tion, and a varicty of individual and insti-
tutional adaptations that were strategically
syncretic. Most importantly, in the post-gold
rush era, the majority of arca Natives have
stayed on their fand and remained tied to the
greater Chilkoot landscape, 1f not the trail
itself. in material, social. and spirttual ways,
What is morc. it 1s the express desire of the
local tribes and First Nations to stay con-
nected with this kidscape m the future.

This objective is consistent with
KLGO goals to strengthen the park's rela-
tions with arca tribes and First Nations and
to improve its imderstanding and handling of
Native history, cultural resources and values.
and management concerns in the park, To
further progress toward the realization of Na-
tive objectives and park goals, this overview
and assessment recommends the following:

1) MOAs with focal Tribes and
First Nations. One recommendation toward
furthering these goals is to establish Memo-
randa of Understanding (MOUSs) and Agree-
ment (MOASs) with local tribes and First
Nations that outline cooperative goals and
protocols for interaction, A key element
this agreement should be the maintenance
of open communication flows both within
and between entities. A number ot respon-
dents complained that they did not get timely
information or responses from Parks Cunada

or KLGO on issues of importance to them, A

key strategic goat in this process should be
not only the mamtenance of cultural ties to
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the park but also the revitalization of valu-
able ties that may have been severed or dam-
aged as a result of historical developments or
management decisions. Supporting cultural
reintegration of sustainable Native relation-
ships to the park such as subsistence, educa-
tion, and commemorative activities would be
mutually benchicial. In addition to ¢nriching
the park and trail site as cultural resources.

it will support the maintenance of Native
cconomig, social. and knowledge systems.

2) Interpretation and Education. A
second recommendation is to improve statl-
ing. trainimg. and other means of support for
the development and delivery of educational
and micrpretive programs and matcrtals
concerning the Native history and cultural
heritage of the arca. Hiring of local Native
staft, Native student interns. and other cultur-
ally knowledgceable personnel would be an
important step i this process. Also beneticial
would be training and workshops. perhaps
co-sponsored or put on by arca Native
groups, such as the Shghagwér Traditional
Plant Use Workshop 2002, which was put
on by the Skagway Traditional Council with
Park Serviee support. The development of
multimedia traming and interpretive pro-
grams. which feature Native images, voices,
and themes, also would be usceful. An out-
standing example ol this is the recent video
biography of Skookum Jim, entitled Keish,
Skookum Jim Mason: A Man Standing in
5o Worlds. and significantly subtitled “*The
rcal story of the gold rush, as told by the
descendants ot the man who first discovered
Klondike gold™ (Keish 1999). The Chilkoot
Cultural Atlas prototype CD-ROM that ac-
companies this report s another example of
such material, developed usig Native place-
names and cthnogeography of the arca as a
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base. Further collaborative development of
such resources could yteld nunerous prod-
ucts, from multimedia interpretive displays
in the park to curriculum materials for local
schools,

3) Native-Run Visitor Industry. A
third recommendation is to encourage and
assist locat tribes and First Nations in their
own development of tourism opportunitics
and concessions m ways that will connect
Native orzanizations to the park and the visi-
tor industry to Native organizations as appro-
priate. Undoubtedly. this will require further
study of the present tourtsm industry as well
as prospects for developing and shaping it in
sustainable and multicultural ways. As the re-
port mdicates. both CTEN (Carcross/ Tagish
First Nation) and STC (Skagway Traditional
Council) arc cager to develop enterprises and
contracts that will employ members and vield
cconomic and other benehits to their mems-
hers through tourism, Compacting with tribes
to perform important park functions, such us
interpretation, maintenance, ccological moni-
toring, cultural resource management, and
so forth would support these efforts. Dyca
and Bennett are both arcas that could support
indizenous cffonts to deliver cultural heritage
programs, products, and scrvices that empha-
size their histone and contemporary associa-
tions in the park.,

4) Cultural and Linguistic Revitaliza-
tion. A fourth rccommendation is to sup-
port local tribal and First Nations efforts of
cultural and linguistic revitalization. Lven
it they do not scem central to park manage-
ment objectives, these eftorts are broadly
impottant and Native languages i partucular
are cndangered. Parks Canada teatures some
usc of Native languages in park literature
and displays. For example. every Chilkoot
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Traal hiker 1s ehgible to receive, in recogni-
tion of their completing the trail, a certificate
from Parks Canada that includes relevant
Native designs and place-names (figure 38).
Klondike Gold Rush National 1istorical Park
(KLGO) has nothing comparable. Sumilarly,
the park should work with Native tribes and
First Nations to ensure that place-names and
their cultural associations, including poten-
tially sensitive archacological sites, arc not
only properly identified but approprialtely
protected and conserved. Tribal and First
Nations could be tormally linked to park
informational networks, such as the ofticial
website, along with other relevant Native
organizations, such as the Skookum Jim
IFricndship Center, which are tied to the gold
rush legacy and have a mission that 1s con-
sistent with that of the Park Service in terms
of tostering understanding and respect for the
mdigenous cultures and traditions.

5) Protection of Sacred Cultural
Landscapes. Fifth, the importance of parts
of KLGO, such as Dyca. as sacred burial
grounds and ancestral landscapes can hardly
be overemphasized. Beyond trade routes and
subsistence sites, graves and burial grounds
have been consistently identified and de-
fended as resources of the highest value to
Native peoples. The value of and need for
protecting these sacred cultural landscapes

1s also recognized n federal laws, such as
the The American Indian Religious Freedom
Act (1966), the Native American Graves
and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA, 1990), and
Lxecutive Order 13007 (concerning access
to Indian sacred sites, 1996). In addition,
protection of cultural landscapes 1s provided
tor under the National Historie Preservation
Act through designations such as National
Flistorie Sites and Traditional Cultural Prop-
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criies. Protecting the integrity of key cultural
sites s critically important, as 1s support for
Native efforts to conserve and interact with
these tandscapes without undue regulation.
lceal encumbrance, or tourist interference.
Thus, 1t 1s recommended that KLGO work
with tribes to safcguard their interests in
this most important arca of hmman-cnviron-
mental relations, Protecting sacred cultural
landscapes requires a vital cultural resourcees
management program with the capacity not
only to protect existing sites, but also to
identuity and confirm non-registered sites, As
an example. the uncertainty over how many
Native settiements might have existed at
Dyea (and where and when) might be clari-
fied by further archacological investigations
and consultations with local tribes and First
Nations,

0) Assessment of Subsistence Needs.
Sixth, Native subsistence opportunities
within the park should be clartfied and, it
appropriate. enhanced. As a pre-ANILCA
park, subsistence rights within KGLO are
not subject to the priorities sct out within that
federal subsistence law, Yet, as this cthnogra-
phy has shown. there are sull strong material
conncections among Natives and non-Na-
tives alike to the grcater Chilkoot Jandscape.
Native organizations, such as the Skagway
Traditional Council, arc seeking to revitalize
subsistence links to the park through activi-
tics such as the recent plant workshops, held
in Dyea in May of 2002 and 2003. Given the
profound importance of subsistence ties to
traditional lands in maintaining individual
and cultural health and identity among in-
digenous tribes and First Nations, this would

seem a very worthwhile goal to pursue. The
success of the Dyea plant walks suggests that
subsistence activities can be revitalized
ways that are not only sustainable. but highly
cducational and of bencefit to the Native and
non-Natuve communities alike,

7) Collaborative Agenda for Future

agenda for future cultuval investigations
should be formulated through a community-
based model, using this report and other
relevant information as starting points. In
addition to addressing issues and gaps in

this study, the collaborative research agenda
could set prioritics for implementing the
results of this rescarch and organizing future
work, such as the production ot biographics
of important historical Native {igures beyond
Skookum Jim. There is still a strong role 1o
be played by professional scholars in this
process, but within a network of committed
Native and park personncl and organizational
support.

These recommendations will improve
existing relations between park and Native
cntitics and potentially enrich the experience
and benefits of tourism for all concerned.
Unlike more wilderness-oriented parks,
Klondike Gold Rush National Historical
Park already has a strong cultural heritage
cmphasis and legacy. The challenge 15 1o
make that cultural heritage more iclusive
of the rich multi-cthnic textare of historical
and contemporary human relations to the
greater Chilkoot landscape and especially to
bring Alaska Native and Yukon First Nations
peoples from the borderlands ot park history
and management into the corce.

272

Klondike Gold Rush National Historical Park Ethnographic Overview and Assessment



CHAPTER VI: Conclusipn and Recommendations

Fehicaratroim POUT SSLHT [EINCLUTY la pi\h: Chilkoot

whrieg thy wpera ol v Rdosshide Cakd Raadi 2 In e
I indown Timl “somemel |{eses v comewmors
it Sl Ty

Tl N e e

s S - T ——

¥ ornat T S S e | o - s

Figure 38. Parks Canada certificate of congratulations with
Native design and place-names (Parks Canada)
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APPENDIXES A, B, and C

APPENDIX A: LisT oF KEY CLAN LEADERS

Name [English Name] (Alternates)

Clan (Moiety)

Primary
Associations (Dates)

Lunaat’ [No Enghish Name| Klanot, Kla-
naut, Klanott. Klanotte, L.unat. Thlunaat.
cic.)

l.ukaaxh.adi (Ra-
ven)

Chilkoot, Dyca (18507-
188N)

Koh-klux [ Shotridge] (Clacach, Chatrich,
Chatrich’, Hole-in-the-Checek, Klaw-

KuKlutch, Kho Klutch, Kloh-Kutz. Klotz-
Kutch, Klotz-Klotz, Klokutz, Kohklux.
Koh-Klutch, Shathitch, Tschartritsch. ctc.)

kutch, Klow-kutch, Kilakautch, Ka-Klutch,

Ghaanaxhteidi
(Raven)

Daanawaiak [No English Name| (Dan-
'iwnk. Donawok, etc.)

Keish [Skookum Jim Mason|

I.ukaaxh.adi (Ra-
ven)

Chilkat, Klukwan
(18192-1889)

Chilkoot, Dyea
(18207-1880?)

Dakhl’aweidi

Carcross-Tagish, Dyca
(7-1916)

Indayaneik [Swatka] (Endi-ank, Schwat-

ka, . Schwatk’i, ¢1¢.)

Daghisdinaa

| Chilkat-Klukwan

(18502-1910?)
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APPENDIXES A, B, and C

Arpenpix B: List of Figures and the Map

Page and
Chapter

Figure Number and Caption

6, Ch. |

23, Ch. 1l

Figure [. Lukaaxh.adi clan leader Ray speaks to Elder Jessie Johnnie (seated) and
other Alaska Native and Canada IFirst Nations participants at a Skagway Traditional
Council intertribal meeting in Skagway, May 30, 2003, Left to right: Jeremiah
Gatensby (hat), David Gatensby, Ida Calmegane, Crystal Reid (standing), Ray Den-
mis, Lance Twitchell. Jessie Johnnie (seated), and James Kashuk, and umidentified
participant (lower nght). (Saurabh Gupta photo)

Map. Native landmarks in the greater Chilkoot area (Courtesy Southeast Native
Subsistence Commission, Map-Alaska)

24, Ch. 1l

Figure 2. Intenor trade routes (Courtesy Lost Moose Publishing, Whitehorse, Y1,
CAN. From p. 25, Chilkoot Trail. Herttage route to the Klondike. David Neufeld and
Frank Norris, 1996, Parks Canada)

55, Ch. 11

Figure 3. “Indian Town™ at Skagway, 1897 (East of the railroad, above the wharf)
([.aRoche, #2086, Library of Congress #LC-UISZ62-694536, KLGO SV25-1430)

62, Ch. 1l

Figure 4. Davidson's Mapping of Chilkat-Chilkoot Territories (Davidson 1928)

80 Ch. 11

81, Ch. 1

Figure 5. Relative Time Spent on Activities ¢. 1930 (afler Oberg)

Figure 6. Time Budget for Resource Gathering, ¢. 1930 (after Oberg)

82, Ch. I

Figure 7. Relative Time Spent on Storage Activities (after Oberg)

83, Ch. 11

Figure 8. Geography of Patty Goenette's Subsistence Round, carly 1900s (from
Goldschmidt and Haas 1998)

88, Ch. 11

Figure 9. Geography of Angela Sidney's Subsistence Round (from Cruikshank 1990)

125, Ch. 111

1 chives Print #2307, KLGO TV17-2409)

Figure 10. Barefoot Tlingit boy packer at Dyea, 1897 (Winter & Pond, Yukon Ar-

134, Ch. [11

Figure 11. Mrs. Loutse George Davis, 1882-1972 daughter of Lunaat” (Klanot) and
grandmother of [ank and Larry Jacquot. Mrs. Davis wias among the first 1o express
concern over the crosion of Indian graves at Dyea, meluding that of Lunaat™, who
was said to have been buried near the banks of the Taiva River after his death i the
[ 888 Packer War, (Courtesy Hank Jacquot)

165, Ch. HI

Figure 12, Dyea frog (Boreal Toad  Bufo borcas boreas) spotted during Ida Calme-
gane's plant walk along Taiya River, May 2003, (Saurabh photo).
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' Page and |
Chapter ' Figure Number and Caption *
182, Ch. 111 | Figure 13, “George Shotridge, George Kaushty, and Koo-too-at, The Three Chiets Who
Will Giive the Big Potlateh ar Klukwan, Aug. 20th, 1900.7 (Skagway Muscum & Archives
EO1-415) ]
[84, Ch. 1 Figore 14, Ka-sh-ak, Skondoo (shaman), and Swatka (guide). (Courtesy Sheldon Muscun
Collection)
195, Ch. I Figurce 13, Chief [saae. Lukaaxhadi leader (seated), with Chiet Daanawaakh (standing at
| left) and unidennficd boy (right) at Dyeua. "Known for their strength and business acumen,
many Tlingits were attracted to the one dollar per pound wage paid tor packing supplics
|\ over the Chilkoot Trail (¢. 1897)." (LaRoche #2006, Librury of Congress #MM 11-2,
KLGO HW18-1436) |
200, Ch. 1 Figure 16. Bill Matthews overlooking graves of his wile Sophia and daughters Julia and
Mabel at the Dyca Town Cemetery. ¢. 1960, (Paul Sincic, courtesy Norman L. Smith)
210, Ch. IV Figure 17, Koogeina (ANB Sash) Commemorative of Interior-Coast Trade and Gold Rush |
(Courtesy of Alaska State Museum)
214. Ch. IV Figure 18, Pullen homestead claim at Dyea (Bureau of Land Management, Plat of U, S,
Survey No. 1249 KLGO files)
217, Ch. IV Figure 19, "Indian Town™ by wharf, ¢. 1910 (Courtesy of Stan Selmer)
219.Ch. IV Figure 20. The Fornance, provided passenger service 1o Skagway (Courtesy Sheldon
Muscum Collection)
220, Ch. 1V Frgure 21, Marilyn Wilson's sketch of Skagway Native quarter in the 1930s,
223. Ch. IV | Figure 22, Pupils at Pius X Mission School (Skagway Museum & Archives 93.01.696.1)
230. Ch. IV Figure 23, Skagway school children in Indian garb (Alaska State Library. Paul Sincie
— - > L= -
Collection, #PCAT7S-187, KLGO SP98-363)
231, Ch, IV Figure 24. Cora Benson (second row, far lefl), Skagway public school, Class of 1908
(Skagway Museum & Archives, 93.01.391)
i k. C
233, Ch. IV - Figure 25, Lukaaxh.adi clan leader Ray Denais (hidden) displays the Sockeye Point
¢ Chilkat Blanket {Xh’aakw X aayi Naaxein). a sacred posscssion of his clan, illustrating
L.ukaaxh.adi history in and claims 1o the Chilkoot area, at a Skagway Traditional Council
intertribal mecting in Skagway, May 30, 2003, (Saurabh Gupta photo)
235, Ch. IV Figure 26. Pius X Mission, ¢. 1935 (Skagway Muscum & Archives, 1.3 Jones Collection- |
PX-1)
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Page and

Chapter Figure Number and Caption

241, Ch. IV Figure 27, Maggie Kadanaha with Mike Kadanaha and Smith family from Haines (Shel-
don Musceum Collection) |

242, Ch. IV Figure 28, Maggic Kadanaha (center) with Marion Dennis (left) and Mary Judson (Cour-
tesy of Barbara Kalen, Dedman’s Photo)

242, Ch. IV Figure 29. Maggie Kadanaha with Howard Warden, Louise Martin. and Sam Jackson
(Daanawgakh) (Courtesy of John Poling Trust)

245. Ch. IV Figure 30. Maggic Kadanaha works in front of her house in Skagway, weaving baskels

for tourists, She also displays examples of her moccasins, as well as her ¢lan emblems
(including the frog). (Skagway Muscum & Archives. L..B. Jones Collection-MEK-1)

, ; ; .
247, Ch. IV Figure 31. Patsy Henderson at Carcross train station demonstrating subsistence techniques
(Courtesy Canadian Museum of Civilization, #2038)

257.Ch. V Figure 32. Skagway Traditional Council sponsored Plant Walk along Taiya River, May
2003, led by Carcross-Tagish elder Ida Calmegane (center left, accompanied by STC
President Lance Twitchell). (Saurabh Gupta photo)

262, Ch. V Figure 33. Richard Dick (T.Thornton photo)

263, Ch, V Figure 34, Richard Dick’s tourist gift shop, cast of Soapy Smith Muscum, ¢. 1970 (Cour-
tesy Richard Dick)

264.Ch. V Figure 35, Edna Helm (T. Thomton photo)

266,Ch. V Figure 36. Grave marker placed by Angela Sidney's family at Dyca, [988 (NPS photo by
Dave Curl, 2004)

267.Ch. V Figure 37. Spirit house at Dyea. “Grave of Kuck-Shaw, Tagish Chief, Dyea. Alaska. (E.A.

Hegg, Yukon Archives Print #2528, KLGO D(2-2385)

213, Ch, ¥I Figure 3R, Parks Canada certificate of congratulations with Native design and place-names
(Parks Canada)
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AprPENDIX C: LIsT OF CONTACTS AND INTERVIEWS (*DENOTES FORMAL INTERVIEW.)

Name
Andrews. David®
Athin, Richard
Athn, William*
Atlin, Winnie*
Auston, Annic¥
Baker, Charlene
Boierly, Andrew”
BBenoint, Maria
(CTEN/SIFC)
Berry, Dave (CIA)
Berry, Don
Boynton, Ken™
Brady, Jeff
Brouillette, Charles*
Brown. Phylhs
Calmegane, 1da*
Carcross/ Tagish Fimst
Nation (CTFN)
Carvill, Andy
(C'TEFN, Kaa
Shaade Floann)
Central Council of
Thingit and Hada
Indian Tribes of
Alaska (CCTIIITA)
Chilkoot Indian
Association (CLA)
Chitkat Indian
Villuge (CTV)
Chisholm, Dianne
(Yukon Archives)
Cooper, Doreen
Cresswell, Danny
(CTFN)
Cruikshank. Julic
Dauenhauer, Nora
and Richard
Dennis, Dorothy
Denms, Ray?
Dennis. Siodre
Dick., Richard*
Dorthea & George
Charleston
(Northwest
Originals Co.)

Community
Hamnes

Carcross

Carcross

Carcross

Carcross
Carcross/Juncau
Skagway
Carcross‘Whitchorse

Flames

Skagway
Skagway/California
Skagwiay Nows
[amces

Skagway

Carcross

Carcross

Carcross

Juneau

Haines
Klukwan
W hitchorse

Skagway

Carcross

Vancouver
Juncau

Skugway

Haines

Skagway
Skagway
Skagway and WA

Name
Cratensby. David
Gatensby, Jeremiah
Kulp. Gladys (AK
State Jhistorical
[.ibrary)
Grant, Kitty*
Greer, Sheila
Hamson, Leshe
Haskis, Ada*
Hedgecock. Christinge
(Parks Canada)
Fleimmiller, Lee
Helm. BHdna*
[Henrickson, Steve
(AK State
Muscum)
[ope, Andy
[lotch, Evelyn™
[Hotweh, Joc*
Jackson, Dorothy
Jacquot. Ldith*
Jacquot, Hank™*
Jacquot, Larry
James. IFrank*
Jhmmie, Charles Sr*
Joe, Margaret™*
Johnson, Lidith*
Johnson, L.imda
(Yukon Archives)
Johnson, Peter
Jones, Cynthia
Jones. Tleather
Kalen, 13arbara
Kashuk, James
Kasko, Ruth*
Katzeek, Anna*
Katzeek, David
Kelm. Dana (C1A)
Kendall, Corinne
(C'I'T°N Project
Coordinator)
Kitka, Herman*
Light, David
Lochman., Dan*
Mahle, Fred

Community
Carcross
Carcross
Juncau

Carcross

Ldmonton
Whitchorse
Skagway
Bennett/Whitehorse

Flames
Bennett/Carcross
Junecau

Juncau
KIukwian
Haimnes/Klukwan
Juncau
Haines
IHaines
SKkagway
C'arcross
Haines
carcross
Carcross
Whitehorse

carcross
Iaimnes
C'arcross
Skagway
Carcross
Klukwan
Juncau
Juncau
IHaines
Carcross

Sitka

Hainess Anchorage
Carcross

Skagway
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The National Park Serviee cares for special places
saved by the American people
so that all may experience our heritage.

o
L

EXPLERIENCLE YOUR AMERICA,

NATIONAL
PARK
SERVICE

Axs the naton’s principal consenvation agency, the Departiment of the Interior has responsibility for most of our
nationally owned public lands and natural and cultural resources, This mcludes fostering the wisest use of our
Fand and water resources, protecting our fish and wildlife. preserving the environmental and cultural values of our
national parks and historical places, and providing for enjoyment of Life through outdoor recreation. The depart-
ment assesses our energy and mineral resources and works to assure that their development is in the best interests
of all. The depurtment also has 1 major responsibility tor American Indian reservation communitics and tor people
who live masland teremories under ULS administration.

Mention by the ULS. Departmient of the Interior, National Park Service of trade names or commiercial products
does not constitute endorsement or recommendation for use.

Thetus Smith of the National Park Service. Alaska Regional Office. provided editing, layout, and publication
SCIVICES.
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Figure 2. Interior trade routes
(Neufeld and Norris 1996. P. 25)
(Courtesy Lost Moose Publishing. Whitehorse. YT, CAN, and Parks Canada.)
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