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Definitions

Statement for Management

The Statement for Management (SFM) documents the park's purpose, significance,

management objectives, obstacles to achieving those objectives, owners of the obstacles, and

actions that need to be taken to overcome the obstacles.

Management Assessment Process

A three-day management assessment workshop is conducted at each park area with

participants from the park area, the regional office, and the public. The session clearly

defines the park's purpose, significance, management objectives, obstacles, owners, and

actions. This information has been incorporated into the park's statement for management,
and forms the basis for developing and justifying future regional programs and identifying

how funding and staffing will be allocated.

The management assessment process begins by looking at the park's legislation in an effort

to clearly define the park's purpose and significance. The next step is to identify

management objectives, which are broad, conceptual descriptions of what the park could be

like, based on the kinds of resource conditions, visitor services, and administrative goals the

National Park Service wishes to provide. Obstacles are then identified. Obstacles are

impediments or barriers to achieving management objectives. Next, actions and owners are

identified. Actions are steps required to remove obstacles, and owners are individuals or

groups that are identified as responsible for each action.

In the future, the SFM will be revised as necessary to ensure that it reflects a current view

of the park, both internally and within its regional context. The management objectives,

obstacles, actions, and owners will be reviewed annually by park staff.

Recommended by: /s/ Jack Neckels January 1995

Superintendent, Date

Grand Teton National Park

*$%- Regional Director, Date

Rocky Mountain Region

Approved by:
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Purpose

Definition: The reason or reasons for which Grand Teton National Park and John D.

Rockefeller Jr. Memorial Parkway were set aside as a part of the national park system. Purpose

statements are based upon legislation, legislative history, and historic trends.

The purpose statements below reflect what we believe is the legislative intent for Grand Teton

National Park and John D. Rockefeller Jr. Memorial Parkway. Other legislation affecting the

national park system, such as the 1916 Organic Act, National Environmental Policy Act,

National Historic Preservation Act, and Endangered Species Act influence management at

Grand Teton National Park and John D. Rockefeller Jr. Memorial Parkway and every other unit

in the system.

GRAND TETON

• To conserve the scenery and the natural and historic objects and the wildlife and to

provide for the public benefit and enjoyment by such means and manner to leave them
unimpaired for future generations.

• To insure the permanent conservation of elk within the park.

JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER, JR.

• To provide a desirable physical connection between Grand Teton and Yellowstone

National Parks and designate a symbolic parkway from West Thumb of Yellowstone to the

south entrance of Grand Teton.

• To commemorate the many significant contributions of John D. Rockefeller, Jr. to the

cause of conservation.

• To conserve the scenery and the natural and historic objects and the wildlife and to

provide for the public benefit and enjoyment by such means and manner to leave them
unimpaired for future generations.





Special Considerations

Legislation establishing Grand Teton National Park and John D. Rockefeller, Jr. Memorial

Parkway also contain special considerations and constraints that affect management of these

areas, they are:

GRAND TETON

• The park will designate corridors, including stock driveways, for movement of persons

nd property to or from national forest, state and private lands adjacent to the park.

Leases, permits, etc. will remain in effect until terminated.

No further extension or establishment of national parks or monuments will be allowed

n Wyoming without Congressional authorization.

The park will continue grazing and residences where legally occupied and used.

The park will be closed to mining.

Existing government licenses, leases or permits for mining, public accommodations and

emporary occupancy or uses will not be recognized for continuation.

The elk will be controlled and managed by qualified and experienced hunters in certain

geographic locations.

There will be no federal fee for hunting.

An annual plan will be required (by NPS and Wyoming) for elk management.

The park will provide for a state highway within the park.

The reservoir, built for reclamation purposes, will be maintained and improved.

Lands will be subject to valid existing rights.

Entrance and user fees will be collected.

The park will provide compensation/reimbursement of tax revenues lost to local

governments.



JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER, JR.

• The park will provide for hunting and fishing in consultation with the state regarding

regulations.

• Park lands will be withdrawn from mineral entry.

• The park may make minor boundary adjustments.

• Lands owned by the state or its political subdivisions may only be acquired by donation,

other lands and interests may be acquired by donation, purchase, exchange or transfer.



Significance

Definition: Significance is summarized in statements that capture the essence of Grand Teton

National Park's and John D. Rockefeller, Jr. Memorial Parkway's importance to our natural and
cultural heritage. Significance statements are not an inventory ofsignificant resources but rather

describe the importance or distinctiveness of the aggregate of resources in the park.

• Scenery- OOH AAH WAY COOL !!!!

• Grand Teton's unparalleled scenic mountains contrast with pristine alpine and piedmont

lakes providing breathtaking views that can move you to tears.

• The park's and parkway's darkness is broken only by millions of stars and the surprise

of a rising or setting moon.

• Landscapes of Grand Teton and the Parkway are ever changing with the weather, the

seasons and the time of day.

• The park provides an explosive experience for the senses—from sagebrush flats to forested

mountainsides and high craggy peaks.

• The Snake River, cold and unforgiving, is braided swift channels that demands respect.

Calm eddies provide refuge and quiet while the water bubbles, rumbles, gurgles, and

crashes, hitting rocks and full of life.

• The park and parkway have friendly, knowledgeable, committed park staff who create

smiling faces (put a ranger on the Wheaties box).

• The park is an explosion of color all year-round from the clear blue sky and explosion

of wildflowers of spring and summer to the burst of orange and gold in the fall and the stark

blanket of white landscapes punctuated by splashes of dark green and gray of winter.

• The parkway's winding road brings deep green lodgepole forests, fire-blackened ground

sprouting purple fireweed and the fresh green seedlings of a new forest right to the visitor's

car window.

Grand Teton National Park and the Parkway with their ecological diversity, unique

assemblage of threatened, endangered, and rare or sensitive species, and large expanses of

pristine habitat are essential components of the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem.

• Grand Teton National Park contains a unique combination of geologic features that

provide unparalleled scenic vistas.



• The park and parkway contain a diversity of geologic features, aquatic environments, and

plant and animal life within a relatively small area.

• The park's and parkway's diversity provides for unparalleled scientific research and

educational opportunities to study natural systems and processes.

• Grand Teton's concession development represents a broad variety of historic visitor

activities and services.

• The parkway acknowledges the philanthropic and philosophical contributions of John D.

Rockefeller, Jr. to the National Park System.

• Grand Teton's distinct periods of use and development are defined by prehistoric and

historic sites and structures.

• Grand Teton incorporates and preserves many historic uses of natural resources including

water, wildlife and vegetation.

• Grand Teton maintains one of the most significant ethnographic collections of North

American Indian objects and art.

• The creation of the park and parkway embodied the development of our nation's

conservation ethic that continues today.

• The rustic historic structures, sites, and cultural landscapes of Grand Teton and the

Jackson Hole Valley represent the ambiance of the symbolic "Old West" myth and its

market value to the community.

• The park and parkway provide year-round resource-compatible recreation opportunities

in a dramatic setting dominated by the forces of nature.

• Grand Teton offers a significant pristine wilderness with no trace of human impact, (i.e.

no bare-ground trails or campsites)

• Grand Teton provides year-round opportunities for visitors to experience quiet and

solitude—renewing, refreshing and recharging the human spirit. It provides a connection to

our natural environment.

• The backcountry of the park provides a range of opportunities from simple hiking to

mountaineering to extreme skiing. These opportunities are provided in a setting that offers

quality experiences and challenges personal limits.



• Grand Teton, the Parkway and Yellowstone are a cornerstone of the northwestern

Wyoming economy. The park and its concessionaires are the largest employer and taxpayer

in Teton County.

• Grand Teton offers a diversity of educational opportunities to a worldwide audience in

geological, biological and cultural resources. These range from NPS and concessioner

interpretive services, Teton Science School programs, self-study and university courses.

• The ability to travel around Grand Teton is an efficient and rewarding experience within

a dramatic background providing access within Jackson Hole Valley and connecting to

surrounding areas and communities.

• Within the park there are a vide variety of quality commercial services including lodging,

food & beverage operations, recreational and interpretive programs that are easily available

and accessible for a full spectrum of visitors.
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Glossary

Purposes are the reasons for which the park was set aside as part of the National Park

System. Purpose statements are based upon legislation and legislative history.

Significance is summarized in statements that capture the essence of the park's importance

to our natural and cultural heritage. Significance statements are not an inventory of

significant resources, rather they describe the importance or distinctiveness of the aggregate

of resources in the park.

Management objectives are broad conceptual descriptions of what the park could be like,

based on the kinds of resource conditions and visitor experiences the park wishes to provide.

Management objective statements describe desired ends, not specific solutions or means of

accomplishing ends.

There are obstacles or impediments to reaching management objectives. Obstacles identify

the problems, they do not identify the solutions.

Ownership identifies the responsible individual or group that can resolve the obstacle or

problem. Owners may be identified as an individual in the park, region, or Washington

office, as well as interests from outside the NPS.

Resolution of obstacles by owners are actions. High-priority actions are included in annual

performance standards to better measure implementation and success.

Evaluation and feedback evaluate accomplishments and provide direction to ensure

objectives are being achieved. Evaluation will be carried out through annual performance

standards and appraisals, and the regional office will oversee a master list of actions.

Management objectives are cornerstones of the Program and Project Formulation System

(PPFS). The PPFS ensures that all program and project requests are consistent with park

purpose and significance, biographic area strategies, and the Rocky Mountain Region's Five-

Year Vision.
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Appendix

To be added later
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