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Howard Chandler Christy's rendtion of the signing of the
Constitution, which hangs in the U.S. Capitol, captures the spirit of

the historic event. (Oil (1940) by Howard Chandler Christy. Courtesy, Office of
the Architect of the U.S. Capitol; color separations, U.S. Capitol Historical Society
and the Eastern National Park and Monument Association.)
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Historical Background

FOR GENERATIONS the people of the United States have revered
the Constitution— and rightly so. It has provided an enduring and
evolving framework for aimost 190 years of national development. In
some respects, it reflects the time of its creation, for it incorporates
basic American tenets of the 18th century. These include the theory
of the state as a compact between the people and the government
and the idea that fundamental laws should be written. The
Constitution aso reaffirms the strong belief in the traditional rights
of Englishmen to the protection of life, liberty, and property that
Americans defended in their rebellion against Britain.

Above all, the document expresses, both in its provisions and in the
process by which they were formulated, the Founding Fathers
abiding faith in man's willingness to reason—his ability to surmount
political differences by means of rational discusson and
compromise. Men sometimes disagree over the meaning of specific
provisons of the instrument, but within its broad outlines and
mechanisms for compromise lie means to reconcile disagreements.
The Constitution expresses the concerns of a past age, yet it is the
embodiment of a spirit and a wisdom as modern as tomorrow.

LABORING at Philadelphia from late spring until early fall in 1787,
the 55 delegates to the Constitutional Convention created a new form
of government for the United States. Few of them could likely ever
have imagined how successful and enduring their efforts would be,
for the flexible instrument they produced to replace the Articles of
Confederation has persevered through the intervening decades as the
foundation of our Nation—though it has been buffeted by a civil
war, two world wars, domestic conflicts, and economic depressions.
During these years, amendments to and judicia clarifications of the
Constitution have adapted it to a continually changing national mode
of life. And today it serves as a symbol of democracy to the world,
whose history it has immeasurably influenced.

The constitutional achievement is al the more remarkable when the
vast social, economic, and political differences between the present
age and the era of the framers are considered. While the country has
evolved from a weak and basically agricultural collection of almost
independent States into an industrial colossus that ranks high among
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the sovereign nations of the world, sweeping changes have occurred
in American life, thought, and attitudes.

Living as they did in another day and serving far more restricted
constituencies than our governmenta representatives today, most of
the Founding Fathers entertained some views that differed from our
modern concept of democracy. These views reflected those of the
aristocracy, the ruling-elite group to which the majority of them
belonged. As legidators, politicians, lawyers, merchants, business
men, planters, and landed gentry for the most part, they were
predominantly conservative men of property.

Few of the Convention delegates would have acknowledged they
were "democrats’; to most of them, "democracy" was virtually
synonymous with "mob rule” They favored "republicanism,” in
which the aristocrats would be dominant. The framers were not truly
seeking to establish a government under direct popular control.

Yet, though in some ways the Constitution originally demonstrated
the self-interest of its creators, contained certain antidemocratic
concepts, and sanctioned slavery, practically all the men who wrote it
believed in the precepts of representative government and felt the
people were its ultimate custodians. Thus, the document's underlying
philosophy is essentially democratic.

To most of the founders, the issue was not simply "democracy"
versus "republicanism” but national union versus disintegration. As
pragmatic politicians for the most part rather than political theorists,
they did not seek so much to impose a fixed governmental
philosophy as to find a way to reconcile conflicting political and
economic theories and redlities within a framework that would
facilitate the orderly and stable growth of the Nation and insure its
Security.

Americans have always revered the basic documents of the Republic.
The Constitution and the Bill of Rights, as well as the Declaration of
Independence, are displayed in Exhibition Hall of the National
Archives Building.

Actualy, the motivations of the framers were as diverse and
complex as those of humanity. If most of them were committed to
the preservation or improvement of their own economic situation,
they also sought to better that of all citizens. Some of the makers of
the Constitution stood to gain financialy from the fiscal stability the
new Government would provide, but others stood to lose. On key
issues, individuals often voted against or compromised their personal
interests for what they believed to be the common good.

The delegates were also obviously swayed by their own political
views and factions, the attitudes of their constituents, and the
situations in their States. In a humanitarian vein, the Founding
Fathers strove to foster the genera welfare and prevent tyranny from
any source. Psychological factors were also apparent. Frayed
tempers, jealousies, animosities, ambitions, and friendships had a
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major impact. Many of the framers aso recognized they could likely
attain positions of power in the new Government. Finaly, intellectual
factors guided these men. They employed many logical premises and
techniques, utilized rational dialogue, and drew on the lessons of
history and political theory.

1
et iy |

Americans have always revered the basic documents of the
Republic. The Constitution and the Bill of Rights, aswell asthe
Declaration of Independence, are displayed in Exhibition Hall of

the National Archives Building. (National Archives)

HISTORIANS have long debated the motives and aims of the
founders. Some scholars contend they were often guided by selfish or
even sinister interests, particularly in the economic ream; others
maintain that most of them were basically altruistic; members of a
third group take positions somewhere in between the two extremes.
Such dichotomy is at least partially explained by the diversitiesin
personalities, backgrounds, and goals of the framers; incomplete
biographical data; inadequacies in primary historical sources,
historical semantic differences in the definition of the word
"democracy”; the conflicting political and socioeconomic elements
that went into the making of the Constitution; the pronounced
differences between the modern and 18th-century milieus; and the
biases of historians themselves.

If the Founding Fathers had a contrary intent, they nevertheless
devised an instrument that ultimately resulted in a democracy. As
leaders of the day, they possessed the required education and
political and economic experience to understand the needs of the
Nation and bring about the changes in Government so necessary for
its survival. Certainly it is unlikely that the framers would have been
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able or willing to transcend their background and experience and
prepare a document surrendering the reins of power to and reflecting
the needs and desires of another group.

Legitimate channels were followed in convoking the Convention,
which the Continental Congress had authorized. The only State not
in attendance, Rhode Island, had rejected the invitation to take part.
All the other 12 legidatures elected delegates in the approved
manner. Most of these bodies, though they were not representative of
the entire populace because of various voting and apportionment
restrictions, were recently elected and broadly represented most areas
and economic and social groups of the Nation. Furthermore the
legislatures as a whole were more democratic than perhaps any other
governmental assemblies in the world at the time.

The men at Philadelphia feared any form of tyranny. During their
careers, a number of them had espoused human rights, protected
economic and religious minorities, and sponsored anti-slavery
legislation. The delegates were not totally alienated from the masses,
with whom they had shoulder to shoulder recently overthrown
British rule and with whom they identified in many other ways.
Americans in mind and spirit, they were guided by a strong sense of
public service.

Furthermore, the Founding Fathers based the proposed new
government on popular, as well as State, sovereignty, though not all
people were eligible to vote at the time. The Constitution |eft the
determination of suffrage to the States, where this responsibility had
been lodged. For Federal officeholders, no property qualifications
were imposed and religious tests were forbidden. Titles of nobility
were aso prohibited, on both the State and National level. And
provisions for amendment of the instrument were far easier thanin
the Articles of Confederation.

Then, too, the founders were aware they would submit their work to
Congress for whatever action it cared to take and specified that 9 of
the 13 States would need to ratify the Constitution before it went into
effect. Thus, opponents gained an opportunity to voice their
objections. Had this group been better represented at the Convention,
perhaps the Congtitution might not have been created. Some
individuals in this category had been elected as delegates, but chose
not to participate. Had they done so, because voting was by State and
most delegations were small, they could have made a substantial
mark on the proceedings. One such person, Patrick Henry, wasa
spokesman for a group that had dlight voice at Philadelphia, the
small farmers.

Representation in a democracy is never perfect. At least one-third of
the country's population today does not vote. Even those people who
do can never be precisely represented because of a host of social,
geographic, and political factors and the existence of individual
shades of sentiment on particular issues.

How could the 55 delegates to the Constitutional Convention
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conceivably have spoken equitably for al the diverse elements of the
Nation? And, as a matter of fact, considering that the framers were
apparently better educated, wealthier, and possessed more political
experience and power than most of their fellow aristocrats, they
probably even imperfectly represented their own class. Also, some of
the rich delegates had come from poor or humble backgrounds and
thus likely possessed some understanding of the needs and problems
of this group. No blacks attended the Convention, yet some del egates
vehemently argued against slavery.

The Founding Fathers were acutely aware that the fate of the Nation
would probably hinge on their success or failure at the Convention.
Heading a new and economically and militarily weak country that
had few allies and was vulnerable to foreign and Indian intrigue or
attack, they were genuinely apprehensive about nationa security.
Autonomous acts of some of the States in the field of foreign affairs
threatened to involve the country in war. Further undermining
international prestige was the lack of economic stability. For all these
reasons, the framers granted control over foreign relations to the
Federa Government and even went so far as to risk creating a
standing army—in a country where such an institution was bitterly
resented because of the recent experience with the British.

Critics of the founders have formulated numerous arguments. The
principa ones, some of which reflect modern attitudes and
retrospective judgments, are as follows. personal economic interests
clearly guided some of the delegates; the mgjority of them were
well-to-do aristocrats; fear of socia radicalism and "democracy”
spurred congtitutional revision, especialy after Shays Rebellion;
many of the framers felt a strong central Government offered
protection against majority rule; a large number doubted the stability
and intelligence of the genera populace; small farmers workingmen,
daves, indentured servants, women, youth, and the poor were badly
represented in Philadelphia or not at all; the Constitution did not
outlaw slavery, reduce its effects, nor help blacks win the rights of
citizenship; Rhode Island did not take part in the Convention; New
York and New Hampshire were not officially in attendance for
extended periods, most creditors favored and most debtors opposed
the Constitution; the bulk of the antinationalists who participated in
the Convention departed before it ended; and certain aspects of the
Constitution are intentionally nondemocratic.

It is also true that, though public opinion polls were not conducted in
1787, a substantial number of Americans would likely have preferred
continuance of the Confederation. The central Government was only
a distant and faint presence in the lives of most common men, who
were inclined to resist any changes that might jeopardize their newly
won freedom and whose basic allegiance was to their State
governments. Furthermore, most of this group opposed any system
resembling the British that would enjoy taxing power and maintain a
standing army. Sharing this attitude were the State and local
governments, which were not anxious to relinquish any of their
powers.
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WHATEVER their motivations, the Founding Fathers boldly and
resourcefully created an instrument of Government that fostered the
growth of a democratic and prosperous Nation. By so doing, they
have earned the perpetual gratitude of the American people. Many of
the men at Philadelphia had played a key role in the Revolution, and
in their view they were completing it. Even though they supplanted
the Articles of Confederation, which had been its product, they
firmly adhered to the republican ideals that lay at its heart and have
attracted the allegiance of Americans ever since. At the end of the
grueling 4-month Convention, perhaps none of the delegates were
fully satisfied with their accomplishments. Y et posterity has learned,

and continues to relearn, their true magnitude. Today the
Constitution—an emblem of the viability of our Union and a beacon
to al humanity—is enshrined at the National Archives Building in
Washington, D.C.

‘PRE‘JICLIS NE)(T)
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LIKE THE 55 delegates who attended the Constitutional Convention,
the 39 signers as a whole were a distinguished body of men who
represented an excellent cross section of 18th-century American
leadership. Almost all of them were well-educated men of means
who were dominant in their communities and States, and many were
also prominent in national affairs. Virtually every one had taken part
in the Revolution; at least 23 had served in the Continental forces,
most of them in positions of command.

The practical political experience of the group was extensive. At the
time of the Convention, more than four-fifths, or 33 individuals,
were or had been Members of the Continental Congress. Mifflin and
Gorham had served as President of the body. The only ones who
lacked congressional experience were. Bassett, Blair, Brearly,
Broom, Paterson, and Charles Cotesworth Pinckney. Six men
(Clymer, Franklin, Robert Morris, Read, Sherman, and Wilson) had
signed the Declaration of Independence. Five (Carroll, Dickinson, the
two Morrises, and Sherman) had affixed their signatures to the
Articles of Confederation. But only two, Sherman and Robert
Morris, underwrote all three of the Nation's basic documents.
Practically all the 39 individuals enjoyed experience in colonial and
State government, Dickinson, Franklin, Langdon, Livingston, Read,
and Rutledge as Governors, or State executives, and the majority had
held county and local offices.

Among the signers, the range of occupations was wide, and many
men simultaneously pursued more than one. Twenty-two were
lawyers or had benefited from legal training, though not all of them
relied on the profession for a livelihood. In this category were
Baldwin, Bassett, Bedford, Blair, Brearly, Dayton, Dickinson, Few,
Hamilton, Ingersoll, Johnson, King, Livingston, Madison,
Gouverneur Morris, Paterson, the two Pinckneys, Read, Rutledge,
Sherman, and Wilson. Some had become judges.

At the time of the Convention, 11 individuals were businessmen,
merchants, or shippers. Blount, Broom, Clymer, Dayton, Fitzsmons,
Gilman, Gorham, Langdon, Robert Morris, Sherman, and Wilson.
Six were major land speculators: Blount, Dayton, Fitzsmons,
Gorham, Robert Morris, and Wilson. Eleven speculated in securities
on a large scale. Bedford, Blair, Clymer, Dayton, Fitzsmons,
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Franklin, King, Langdon, Robert Morris, Charles Cotesworth
Pinckney, and Sherman. Eleven owned or managed slave-operated
plantations or large farms. Bassett, Blair, Blount, Butler, Carroll,
Jenifer, the two Pinckneys, Rutledge, Spaight, and Washington.
Madison aso owned slaves. Broom and Few were small farmers.

Nine of the men received a substantial part of their income from
public office Baldwin, Bedford, Blair, Brearly, Gilman, Jenifer,
Livingston, Madison, and Rutledge. Three had retired from active
economic endeavors: Franklin, McHenry, and Mifflin. Franklin and
Williamson were scientists, among their array of other activities.
McHenry and Williamson were physicians, and Johnson was an
educator-university president. Baldwin had been a minister, and
Williamson, Madison, and possibly others had studied in thisfield
but had never been ordained.

A few of the signers were rich. Washington and Robert Morris
ranked among the Nation's wealthiest men. Carroll, Jenifer, and
Mifflin were also extremely well-to-do. The financia resources of
the majority of the rest ranged from good to excellent. Among those
with the most straitened circumstances were Baldwin, Few, Brearly,
Broom, Madison, Paterson, and Sherman, though they all managed to
live comfortably.

A considerable number of the men were born into leading families:
Blair, Butler, Carroll, Ingersoll, Jenifer, Johnson, Livingston, Mifflin,
Gouverneur Morris, both Pinckneys, Rutledge, and Washington.
Others were self-made men who had risen from humble beginnings:
Few, Franklin, Gorham, Hamilton, and Sherman.

Most of the group were natives of the 13 Colonies. Only seven were
born elsewhere: four (Butler, Fitzssmons, McHenry, and Paterson) in
Ireland, one (Robert Morris) in England, one (Wilson) in Scotland,
and one (Hamilton) in the West Indies. But, if most of the signers
were native-born, many of them had moved from one State to
another. Reflecting the mobility that has aways characterized
American life, 13 individuals had aready lived or worked in more
than one State or colony. They were: Baldwin, Bassett, Bedford,
Dickinson, Few, Franklin, Ingersoll, Livingston, the two Morrises,
Read, Sherman, and Williamson. Others had studied or traveled
abroad.

The educational background of the Founding Fathers was diverse.
Some, Franklin for example, were largely self-taught and had
received scant formal training. Others had obtained instruction from
private tutors or at academies. About half of the individuals had
attended or graduated from college, in the present United States or
abroad. Some men held advanced and honorary degrees. All in al,
the signers were a well-educated group.

Most of them were in the prime of their lives during the Convention,
and as a whole they were relatively youthful. The average age was
about 45 years. The youngest, Dayton, at 26, was one of three men in
their twenties, the others being Spaight and Charles Pinckney.
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Eleven were in the thirties, 13 in the forties, and 8 in the fifties.
Jenifer, Livingston, and Sherman were in the sixties, and Franklin
wasin his eighties.

For their era, the signers of the Consgtitution, like those of the
Declaration of Independence, were remarkably long-lived. The
average age at death was almost 67. Johnson reached 92 years; and
Few, Franklin, Madison, and Williamson lived into their eighties.
Passing away in their eighth decade were 10 or 11 (because
Fitzsmons was either 69 or 70 at the time of his death); and in the
sixties, 13 or 14. Seven lived into the fifties, and three into the forties
—two of the latter (Hamilton and Spaight) dying as the result of
duels. The first to succumb, in 1790, was Franklin; the last, Madison,
in 1836.

Severa signers of the Constitution attended the College of New
Jersey (present Princeton University), shown here about 1764.
Nassau Hall, the main building, is on the | eft; the President's

House, on the right. (Engraving (undated) by Henry Dawkins, after W. Tennant,
in An Account of the College of New Jersey (1764). Library of Congress.)

Most of the individuals married and fathered children. Sherman sired
the largest family, numbering 15 by two wives. At least seven
(Bassett, Brearly, Johnson, Paterson, Charles Cotesworth Pinckney,
Sherman, and Wilson) married more than once. Three (Baldwin,
Gilman, and Jenifer) were lifetime bachelors. In terms of religious
affiliation, the men mirrored the overwhelmingly Protestant character
of American religious life at the time and were members of various
denominations. Only two, Carroll and Fitzsmons, were Roman
Catholics.

The later careers of the signers reflected their abilities as well as the
vagaries of fate. Most were successful, though five of the men
(Fitzssimons, Gorham, Mifflin, Robert Morris, and Wilson) suffered
serious financial reverses that left them in or near bankruptcy. Two,
Blount and Dayton, were involved in possibly treasonable activities.
Yet, as they had done before the Convention, most of the group
continued to render outstanding public service, particularly to the
new Government they had helped to create.

Washington and Madison became Presidents of the United States,
and King and Charles Cotesworth Pinckney were nominated as
candidates for the office. Hamilton, McHenry, and Madison attained
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Cabinet posts. Sixteen men became U.S. Senators: Baldwin, Bassett,
Blount, Butler, Dayton, Few, Gilman, Johnson, King, Langdon, the
two Morrises, Paterson, Charles Pinckney, Read, and Sherman.
Eleven served in the House of Representatives. Baldwin, Carroll,
Clymer, Dayton, Fitzsimons, Gilman, Madison, Charles Pinckney,
Sherman, Spaight, and Williamson. Of these, Dayton served as
Speaker. Four men (Bassett, Bedford, Brearly, and Few) served as
Federal judges, and four more (Blair, Paterson, Rutledge, and
Wilson) as Associate Justices of the Supreme Court; Rutledge also
held the position of Chief Justice. Four others, King, the two
Pinckneys, and Gouverneur Morris, undertook important diplomatic
missions for the Nation.

Many other persons held important State positions, including a large
number as Governors (Blount, Franklin, Langdon, Livingston,
Mifflin, Paterson, Charles Pinckney, and Spaight) and legidators.
And most of the signers contributed in many ways to the cultural life
of their cities, communities, and States. Not surprisingly, many of
their sons and other descendants were to occupy high positionsin
U.S. political and intellectual life.

‘ PREVICLIS
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LIKE al the residences and buildings of early periods of U.S.
history, those related to the signers of the Constitution have been
ravaged by time. War, urbanization, and fire, among other causes,
have destroyed every one of the structures associated with 19 of the
39 men. The deleterious effects of weathering, aging, and neglect
have damaged many others. Some have been extensively atered,
including major revisions in architectural styles.

In addition to these factors, which of course are detrimental to all
historic buildings, two special ones have hampered the marking and
preserving of signers sites. Not until modern times has special
reverence been bestowed upon many of these individuals, and those
who did not enjoy national reputations other than assigners have
received little historical recognition. Fortunately, the recent surge of
interest in the formative era of our Nation, particularly that generated
by the Bicentennial celebration, has spurred preservation and
restoration activity.

Many of the surviving structures are of prime importance. Not only
do they recreate the settings in which the signers lived and worked
and demonstrate their lifestyles, but they aso illuminate many
aspects of the creation of the Constitution. The most notable survivor
is Independence Hall (Independence National Historical Park, Pa.),
in which it was conceived, debated, approved, and signed. The
National Park Service administers the park in cooperation with the
city of Philadelphiaand various private agencies.

Three other sites are also in the Park System: George Washington
Birthplace National Monument, Va.; Hamilton Grange National
Memorial, N.Y.; and Federal Hall National Memoarial, N.Y. The
latter commemorates the building where the Continental Congress
issued the call for the Constitutiona Convention, reviewed the
completed instrument, and forwarded it to the States for ratification.
George Washington was also inaugurated there as the first President
under the Constitution.

Nearly half the surviving homes of the signers are owned by private
individuals. Therest are owned and maintained principally by States,
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cities, and diverse nongovernmental institutions, such as patriotic-
civic and fraternal organizations, memorial associations, local
historical societies, and foundations. Most of these individuals and
agencies have ably advanced the cause of historic preservation and
restoration.

Extant homes or residences with which the signers were significantly
associated have not been located for 19 men, though many of the
sites of such places have been marked. In this category are Baldwin,
Brearly, Butler, Carroll, Few, Fitzsimons, Franklin, Gorham,
Ingersoll, Johnson, McHenry, Mifflin, the two Morrises, Paterson,
Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, Sherman, Spaight, and Williamson.
Two signers, Bassett and Jenifer, are represented in this volume by
structures (Bassett and Peggy Stewart Houses) they owned but in
which they probably never resided. Ellerdie plantation was Jenifer's
birthplace, but he may not have lived in the existing house, which
belonged to his older brother.

The signers have been honored in many other ways than by the
preservation and marking of appropriate residences and buildings.
The extent and form of such commemoration differ from signer to
signer and from State to State. Monuments and memorials range
from simple plaques to the Washington Monument, D.C., in the
National Park System. Statues of several men are located in the U.S.
Capitol. Not only is Madison, Wis., named after the "Father of the
Constitution,” but the principal streets in the older part of the city
also bear the surnames of the men who subscribed to it.

Numerous other cities, notably Washington, D.C., Dayton, Ohio, and
Paterson, N.J., as well as the State of Washington, and various
counties, schools, and natural features throughout the Nation also
recognize specific individuas. Fort McHenry Nationa Monument
and Historic Shrine, Md., also in the Park System, honors a
Maryland signer.

‘PRE‘JICLIS NE)(T}
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Text and History of Constitution

Text of the Constitution

WE THE PEOPLE of the United States, in Order to
form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure
domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defence,
promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings
of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and
establish this Constitution for the United States of
America.

ARTICLE. I.

SECTION. 1. All legidative Powers herein granted shall be
vested in a Congress of the United States, which shall consist
of a Senate and House of Representatives.

SECTION. 2. The House of Representatives shall be composed
of Members chosen every second Year by the People of the
several States, and the Electors in each State shall have the
Qualifications requisite for Electors of the most numerous
Branch of the State L egislature.

No Person shal be a Representative who shall not have
attained to the Age of twenty five Years, and been seven Years
a Citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when elected,
be an Inhabitant of that State in which he shall be chosen.

Representatives and direct Taxes shall be apportioned among
the several States which may be included within this Union,
according to their respective Numbers, which shall be
determined by adding to the whole Number of free Persons,
including those bound to Service for a Term of Years, and
excluding Indians not taxed, three fifths of al other Persons.
The actual Enumeration shall be made within three Y ears after
the first Meeting of the Congress of the United States, and
within every subsequent Term of ten Years, in such Manner as
they shall by Law direct. The Number of Representatives shall
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not exceed one for every thirty Thousand, but each State shall
have at Least one Representative; and until such enumeration
shall be made, the State of New Hampshire shall be entitled to
chuse three, Massachusetts eight, Rhode Island and Providence
Plantations one, Connecticut five, New York six, New Jersey
four, Pennsylvania eight, Delaware one, Maryland six, Virginia
ten, North Carolina five, South Carolina five, and Georgia
three.

When vacancies happen in the Representation from any State,
the Executive Authority thereof shall issue Writs of Election to
fill such Vacancies.

The House of Representatives shall chuse their Speaker and
other Officers; and shall have the sole Power of Impeachment.

SECTION. 3. The Senate of the United States shall be
composed of two Senators from each State, chosen by the
Legidature thereof, for six Years, and each Senator shall have
one Vote.

Immediately after they shall be assembled in Consequence of
the first Election, they shall be divided as equally as may be
into three Classes. The Seats of the Senators of the first Class
shall be vacated at the Expiration of the second Year, of the
second Class at the Expiration of the fourth Year, and of the
third Class at the Expiration of the sixth Y ear, so that one third
may be chosen every second Year; and if Vacancies happen by
Resignation, or otherwise, during the Recess of the Legislature
of any State, the Executive thereof may make temporary
Appointments until the next Meeting of the Legidature, which
shall then fill such Vacancies.

No Person shall be a Senator who shall not have attained to the
Age of thirty Years, and been nine Years a Citizen of the
United States, and who shall not, when elected, be an
Inhabitant of that State for which he shall be chosen.

The Vice President of the United States shall be President of
the Senate, but shall have no Vote, unless they be equally
divided.

The Senate shall chuse their other Officers, and also a President
pro tempore, in the Absence of the Vice President, or when he
shall exercise the Office of President of the United States.

The Senate shall have the sole Power to try all Impeachments.
When sditting for that Purpose, they shal be on Oath or
Affirmation. When the President of the United States is tried,
the Chief Justice shal presidee And no Person shall be
convicted without the Concurrence of two thirds of the
Members present.

Judgment in Cases of Impeachment shall not extend further
than to remova from Office, and disqualification to hold and
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enjoy any Office of honor, Trust or Profit under the United
States. but the Party convicted shall nevertheless be liable and
subject to Indictment, Trial, Judgment and Punishment,
according to Law.

SECTION. 4. The Times, Places and Manner of holding
Elections for Senators and Representatives, shall be prescribed
in each State by the Legislature thereof; but the Congress may
at any time by Law make or alter such Regulations, except as to
the Places of chusing Senators.

The Congress shall assemble at least once in every Year, and
such Meeting shall be on the first Monday in December, unless
they shall by Law appoint a different Day.

SECTION. 5. Each House shall be the Judge of the Elections,
Returns and Qualifications of its own Members, and a Majority
of each shall constitute a Quorum to do Business; but a smaller
Number may adjourn from day to day, and may be authorized
to compel the Attendance of absent Members, in such Manner,
and under such Penalties as each House may provide.

Each House may determine the Rules of its Proceedings, punish
its Members for disorderly Behaviour, and, with the
Concurrence of two thirds, expel a Member.

Each House shall keep a Journal of its Proceedings, and from
time to time publish the same, excepting such Partsas may in
their Judgment require Secrecy; and the Yeas and Nays of the
Members of either House on any question shall, at the Desire of
one fifth of those Present, be entered on the Journal.

Neither House, during the Session of Congress, shall, without
the Consent of the other, adjourn for more than three days, nor
to any other Place than that in which the two Houses shall be
sitting.

SECTION. 6. The Senators and Representatives shall receive a
Compensation for their Services, to be ascertained by Law, and
paid out of the Treasury of the United States. They shall in all
Cases, except Treason, Felony and Breach of the Peace, be
privileged from Arrest during their Attendance at the Session of
their respective Houses, and in going to and returning from the
same; and for any Speech or Debate in either House, they shall
not be questioned in any other Place.

No Senator or Representative shall, during the Time for which
he was elected, be appointed to any civil Office under the
Authority of the United States, which shall have been created,
or the Emoluments whereof shall have been encreased during
such time; and no Person holding any Office under the United
States, shall be a Member of either House during his
Continuance in Office.

SECTION. 7. All Bills for raising Revenue shall originate in the
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House of Representatives, but the Senate may propose or
concur with Amendments as on other Bills.

Every Bill which shall have passed the House of
Representatives and the Senate, shall, before it become a Law,
be presented to the President of the United States; If he approve
he shall sign it, but if not he shall return it, with his Objections
to that House in which it shall have originated, who shall enter
the Objections at large on their Journal, and proceed to consider
it. If after such Reconsideration two thirds of that House shall
agree to pass the Bill, it shall be sent, together with the
Objections, to the other House, by which it shall likewise be
reconsidered, and if approved by two thirds of that House, it
shall become a Law. But in all such Cases the Votes of both
Houses shall be determined by yeas and Nays, and the Names
of the Persons voting for and against the Bill shall be entered
on the Journa of each House respectively. If any Bill shall not
be returned by the President within ten Days (Sundays
excepted) after it shall have been presented to him, the Same
shall be a Law, in like Manner as if he had signed it, unless the
Congress by their Adjournment prevent its Return, in which
Case it shall not be a Law.

Every Order, Resolution, or Vote to which the Concurrence of
the Senate and House of Representatives may be necessary
(except on a question of Adjournment) shall be presented to the
President of the United States; and before the Same shall take
Effect, shall be approved by him, or being disapproved by him,
shall be repassed by two thirds of the Senate and House of
Representatives, according to the Rules and Limitations
prescribed in the Case of a Bill.

SECTION. 8. The Congress shall have Power To lay and
collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts and Excises, to pay the Debts
and provide for the common Defence and general Welfare of
the United States; but all Duties, Imposts and Excises shall be
uniform throughout the United States;

To borrow Money on the credit of the United States;

To regulate Commerce with foreign Nations, and among the
severa States, and with the Indian tribes;

To establish an uniform Rule of Naturalization, and uniform
Laws on the subject of Bankruptcies throughout the United
States,

To coin Money, regulate the Value thereof, and of foreign
Cain, and fix the Standard of Weights and Measures,

To provide for the Punishment of counterfeiting the Securities
and current Coin of the United States,

To establish Post Offices and post Roads,
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To promote the Progress of Science and useful Arts, by
securing for limited Times to Authors and Inventors the
exclusive Right to their respective Writings and Discoveries,

To constitute Tribunals inferior to the supreme Court;

To define and punish Piracies and Felonies committed on the
high Seas, and Offences against the Law of Nations;

To declare War, grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal, and
make Rules concerning Captures on Land and Water;

To raise and support Armies, but no Appropriation of Money to
that Use shall be for alonger Term than two Y ears;

To provide and maintain a Navy;

To make Rules for the Government and Regulation of the land
and naval Forces,

To provide for calling forth the Militia to execute the Laws of
the Union, suppress Insurrections and repel Invasions;

To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining, the Militia,
and for governing such Part of them as may be employed in the
Service of the United States, reserving to the States
respectively, the Appointment of the Officers, and the
Authority of training the Militia according to the discipline
prescribed by Congress,

To exercise exclusive Legidation in all Cases whatsoever, over
such District (not exceeding ten Miles square) as may, by
Cession of particular States, and the Acceptance of Congress,
become the Seat of the Government of the United States, and to
exercise like Authority over all Places purchased by the Consent
of the Legidature of the State in which the Same shall be, for
the Erection of Forts, Magazines, Arsenals, dock Yards, and
other needful Buildings, And

To make all Laws which shall be necessary and proper for
carrying into Execution the foregoing Powers, and all other
Powers vested by this Constitution in the Government of the
United States, or in any Department or Officer thereof.

SECTION. 9. The Migration or Importation of such Persons as
any of the States now existing shall think proper to admit, shall
not be prohibited by the Congress prior to the Year one
thousand eight hundred and eight, but a Tax or duty may be
imposed on such Importation, not exceeding ten dollars for each
Person.

The Privilege of the Writ of Habeas Corpus shall not be
suspended, unless when in Cases of Rebellion or Invasion the
public Safety may require it.
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No Bill of Attainder or ex post facto Law shall be passed.

No Capitation, or other direct, Tax shall be laid, unlessin
Proportion to the Census or Enumeration herein before directed
to be taken.

No Tax or Duty shall be laid on Articles exported from any
State.

No Preference shall be given by any Regulation of Commerce
or Revenue to the Ports of one State over those of another: nor
shall Vessels bound to, or from, one State, be obliged to enter,
clear, or pay Dutiesin another.

No Money shall be drawn from the Treasury, but in
Consequence of Appropriations made by Law; and aregular
Statement and Account of the Receipts and Expenditures of al
public Money shall be published from time to time.

No Title of Nobility shall be granted by the United States: And
no Person holding any Office of Profit or Trust under them,
shall, without the Consent of the Congress, accept of any
present, Emolument, Office, or Title, of any kind whatever,
from any King, Prince, or foreign State.

SECTION. 10. No State shall enter into any Treaty, Alliance, or
Confederation; grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal; coin
Money; emit Bills of Credit; make any Thing but gold and
silver Coin a Tender in Payment of Debts; pass any Bill of
Attainder, ex post facto Law, or Law impairing the Obligation
of Contracts, or grant any Title of Nobility.

No State shall, without the Consent of the Congress, lay any
Imposts or Duties on Imports or Exports, except what may be
absolutely necessary for executing it's inspection Laws. and the
net Produce of all Duties and Imposts, laid by any State on
Imports or Exports, shall be for the Use of the Treasury of the
United States; and all such Laws shall be subject to the
Revision and Controul of the Congress.

No State shall, without the Consent of Congress, lay any Duty
of Tonnage, keep Troops, or Ships of War in time of Peace,
enter into any Agreement or Compact with another State, or
with a foreign Power, or engage in War, unlessactualy
invaded, or in such imminent Danger as will not admit of delay.

ARTICLE. Il.

SECTION. 1. The executive Power shall be vested in a
President of the United States of America. He shall hold his
Office during the Term of four Years, and, together with the
Vice President, chosen for the same Term, be €elected, as
follows

Each State shall appoint, in such Manner as the Legislature
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thereof may direct, a Number of Electors, equal to the whole
Number of Senators and Representatives to which the State
may be entitted in the Congress. but no Senator or
Representative, or Person holding an Office of Trust or Profit
under the United States, shall be appointed an Elector.

The Electors shall meet in their respective States, and vote by
Ballot for two Persons, of whom one at least shall not be an
inhabitant of the same State with themselves. And they shall
make a List of al the Persons voted for, and of the Number of
Votes for each; which List they shall sign and certify, and
transmit sealed to the Seat of the Government of the United
States, directed to the President of the Senate. The President of
the Senate shall, in the Presence of the Senate and House of
Representatives, open all the Certificates, and the Votes shall
then be counted. The Person having the greatest Number of
Votes shall be the President, if such Number be a Mgjority of
the whole Number of Electors appointed; and if there be more
than one who have such Mgority, and have an equal Number
of Votes, then the House of Representatives shall immediately
chuse by Ballot one of them for President; and if no Person
have a Majority, then from the five highest on the List the said
House shall in like Manner chuse the President. But in chusing
the President, the Votes shall be taken by States, the
Representation from each State having one Vote; A quorum for
this purpose shall consist of a Member or Members from two
thirds of the States, and a Magjority of al the States shall be
necessary to a Choice. In every Case, after the Choice of the
President, the Person having the greatest Number of Votes of
the Electors shall be the Vice President. But if there should
remain two or more who have equal Votes, the Senate shall
chuse from them by Ballot the Vice President.

The Congress may determine the Time of chusing the Electors,
and the Day on which they shall give their Votes; which Day
shall be the same throughout the United States.

No Person except a natural born Citizen, or a Citizen of the
United States, at the time of the Adoption of this Constitution,
shall be eligible to the Office of President; neither shall any
Person be eligible to that Office who shall not have attained to
the Age of thirty five Years, and been fourteen Years a
Resident within the United States.

In Case of the Removal of the President from Office, or of his
Death, Resignation, or Inability to discharge the Powers and
Duties of the said Office, the Same shall devolve on the Vice
President, and the Congress may by Law provide for the Case
of Removal, Death, Resignation or Inability, both of the
President and Vice President, declaring what Officer shall then
act as President, and such Officer shall act accordingly, until
the Disability be removed, or a President shall be elected.

The President shall, at stated Times, receive for his Services, a
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Compensation, which shall neither be encreased nor diminished
during the Period for which he shall have been elected, and he
shall not receive within that Period any other Emolument from
the United States, or any of them.

Before he enter on the Execution of his Office, he shall take the
following Oath or Affirmation.—"l do solemnly swear (or
affirm) that | will faithfully execute the Office of President of
the United States, and will to the best of my Ability, preserve,
protect and defend the Constitution of the United States."

SECTION. 2. The President shall be Commander in Chief of
the Army and Navy of the United States, and of the Militia of
the several States, when called into the actua Service of the
United States; he may require the Opinion, in writing, of the
principal Officer in each of the executive Departments, upon
any Subject relating to the Duties of their respective Offices,
and he shall have Power to grant Reprieves and Pardons for
Offences against the United States, except in Cases of
I mpeachment.

He shall have Power, by and with the Advice and Consent of
the Senate, to make Treaties, provided two thirds of the
Senators present concur; and he shall nominate, and by and
with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, shall appoint
Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls, Judges of the
supreme Court, and al other Officers of the United States,
whose Appointments are not herein otherwise provided for, and
which shall be established by Law: but the Congress may by
Law vest the Appointment of such inferior Officers, asthey
think proper, in the President alone, in the Courts of Law, or in
the Heads of Departments.

The President shall have Power to fill up all Vacancies that may
happen during the Recess of the Senate, by granting
Commissions which shall expire at the End of their next
Session.

SECTION. 3. He shall from time to time give to the Congress
Information of the State of the Union, and recommend to their
Consideration such Measures as he shall judge necessary and
expedient; he may, on extraordinary Occasions, convene both
Houses, or either of them, and in Case of Disagreement
between them, with Respect to the Time of Adjournment, he
may adjourn them to such Time as he shall think proper; he
shall receive Ambassadors and other public Ministers; he shall
take Care that the Laws be faithfully executed, and shall
Commission all the Officers of the United States.

SECTION. 4. The President, Vice President and all civil
Officers of the United States, shall be removed from Office on
Impeachment for, and Conviction of, Treason, Bribery, or other
high Crimes and Misdemeanors.
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ARTICLE III.

SECTION. 1. The judicial Power of the United States, shall be
vested in one supreme Court, and in such inferior Courts as the
Congress may from time to time ordain and establish. The
Judges, both of the supreme and inferior Courts, shall hold their
Offices during good Behaviour, and shall, at stated Times,
receive for their Services, a Compensation, which shall not be
diminished during their Continuance in Office.

SECTION. 2. The judicial Power shall extend to all Cases, in
Law and Equity, arising under this Constitution, the Laws of
the United States, and Treaties made, or which shall be made,
under their Authority;—to all Cases affecting Ambassadors,
other public Ministers and Consuls,—to all Cases of admiralty
and maritime Jurisdiction;—to Controversies to which the
United States shall be a Party;—to Controversies between two
or more States,—between a State and Citizens of another State;
—between Citizens of different States—between Citizens of
the same State claiming Lands under Grants of different States,
and between a State, or the Citizens thereof, and foreign States,
Citizens or Subjects.

In all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public Ministers and
Consuls, and those in which a State shall be Party, the supreme
Court shall have origina Jurisdiction. In al the other Cases
before mentioned, the supreme Court shal have appellate
Jurisdiction, both as to Law and Fact, with such Exceptions,
and under such Regulations as the Congress shall make.

The Tria of all Crimes, except in Cases of Impeachment, shall
be by Jury; and such Trial shall be held in the State where the
said Crimes shall have been committed; but when not
committed within any State, the Trial shall be at such Place or
Places as the Congress may by Law have directed.

SECTION. 3. Treason against the United States, shall consist
only in levying War against them, or in adhering to their
Enemies, giving them Aid and Comfort. No Person shall be
convicted of Treason unless on the Testimony of two Witnesses
to the same overt Act, or on Confession in open Court.

The Congress shall have Power to declare the Punishment of
Treason, but no Attainder of Treason shall work Corruption of
Blood, or Forfeiture except during the Life of the Person
attained.

ARTICLE. IV.

SECTION. 1. Full Faith and Credit shall be given in each State
to the public Acts, Records, and judicial Proceedings of every
other State. And the Congress may by general Laws prescribe
the Manner in which such Acts, Records and Proceedings shall
be proved, and the Effect thereof.
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SECTION. 2. The Citizens of each State shall be entitled to all
Privileges and Immunities of Citizens in the several States.

A Person charged in any State with Treason, Felony, or other
Crime, who shall flee from Justice, and be found in another
State, shall on Demand of the executive Authority of the State
from which he fled, be delivered up, to be removed to the State
having Jurisdiction of the Crime.

No Person held to Service or Labour in one State, under the
Laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in Consequence of
any Law or Regulation therein, be discharged from such
Service or Labour, but shall be delivered up on Claim of the
Party to whom such Service or Labour may be due.

SECTION. 3. New States may be admitted by the Congress into
this Union; but no new State shall be formed or erected within
the Jurisdiction of any other State; nor any State be formed by
the Junction of two or more States, or Parts of States, without
the Consent of the Legislatures of the States concerned as well
as of the Congress.

The Congress shall have Power to dispose of and make al
needful Rules and Regulations respecting the Territory or other
Property belonging to the United States; and nothing in this
Constitution shall be so construed as to Prejudice any Claims
of the United States, or of any particular State.

SECTION. 4. The United States shall guarantee to every State
in this Union a Republican Form of Government, and shall
protect each of them against Invasion; and on Application of
the Legidature, or of the Executive (when the Legisature
cannot be convened) against domestic Violence.

ARTICLE. V.

The Congress, whenever two thirds of both Houses shall deem
it necessary, shall propose Amendments to this Constitution, or,
on the Application of the Legislatures of two thirds of the
severa States, shal call a Convention for proposing
Amendments, which, in either Case, shall be valid to all Intents
and Purposes, as Part of this Congtitution, when ratified by the
legislatures of three fourths of the severa States, or by
Conventions in three fourths thereof, as the one or the other
Mode of Ratification may be proposed by the Congress,
Provided that no Amendment which may be made prior to the
Y ear One thousand eight hundred and eight shall in any Manner
affect the first and fourth Clauses in the Ninth Section of the
first Article; and that no State, without its Consent, shall be
deprived of it's equal Suffrage in the Senate.

ARTICLE. VI.

All Debts contracted and Engagements entered into, before the
Adoption of this Constitution, shall be as valid against the
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United States under this Constitution, as under the
Confederation.

This Constitution, and the Laws of the United States which
shall be made in Pursuance thereof; and all Treaties made, or
which shall be made, under the Authority of the United States,
shall be the supreme Law of the Land; and the Judgesin every
State shall be bound thereby, any Thing in the Constitution or
Laws of any State to the Contrary notwithstanding.

The Senators and Representatives before mentioned, and the
Members of the several State Legislatures, and all executive
and judicial Officers, both of the United States and of the
several States, shall be bound by Oath or Affirmation, to
support this Constitution; but no religious Test shall ever be
required as a Qualification to any Office or public Trust under
the United States.

ARTICLE. VII.

The Ratification of the Conventions of nine States, shall be
sufficient for the Establishment of this Constitution between the
States so ratifying the Same.

DONE in Convention by the
Unanimous Consent of the States
present the Seventeenth Day of
September in the Year of our Lord
one thousand seven hundred and
Eighty seven and of the
Independance of the United States of
America the Twelfth. IN WITNESS
whereof We  have  hereunto
subscribed our Names.

AMENDMENT |

Congress shal make no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a
redress of grievances.

AMENDMENT II

A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of afree
State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be
infringed.

http://www.cr.nps.gov/history/online_books/constitution/constitution.htm[3/5/2013 4:52:11 PM]



National Park Service - Signers of the Constitution (Text of Constitution)
AMENDMENT 11

No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house,
without the consent of the Owner, nor in time of war, but in a
manner to be prescribed by law.

AMENDMENT IV

The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses,
papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures,
shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but upon
probable cause, supported by Oath or affirmation, and
particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons
or things to be seized.

AMENDMENT V

No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise
infamous crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a
Grand Jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or
in the Militia, when in actual service in time of War or public
danger; nor shall any person be subject for the same offence to
be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled
in any crimina case to be a witness against himself, nor be
deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law;
nor shal private property be taken for public use, without just
compensation.

AMENDMENT VI

In all crimina prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to
a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the State and
district wherein the crime shall have been committed, which
district shall have been previously ascertained by law, and to be
informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be
confronted with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory
process for obtaining Witnesses in his favor, and to have the
assistance of counsel for his defence.

AMENDMENT VII

In Suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall
exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be
preserved, and no fact tried by a jury, shall be otherwise re-
examined in any Court of the United States, than according to
the rules of the common law.

AMENDMENT VI

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines
imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted.

AMENDMENT IX

The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not
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be construed to deny or disparage others retained by the people.
AMENDMENT X

The powers not delegated to the United States by the
Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to
the States respectively, or to the people.

AMENDMENT XI

The Judicial power of the United States shall not be construed to
extend to any suit in law or equity, commenced or prosecuted
against one of the United States by Citizens of another State, or
by Citizens or Subjects of any Foreign State.

AMENDMENT XIlI

The Electors shall meet in their respective states, and vote by
ballot for President and Vice-President, one of whom, at least,
shall not be an inhabitant of the same state with themselves; they
shall name in their ballots the person voted for as President, and
in distinct ballots the person voted for as Vice-President, and
they shall make distinct lists of all persons voted for as
President, and of all persons voted for as Vice-President, and of
the number of votes for each, which lists they shall sign and
certify, and transmit sealed to the seat of the government of the
United States, directed to the President of the Senate—The
President of the Senate shall, in the presence of the Senate and
House of Representatives, open all the certificates and the votes
shall then be counted,—The person having the greatest number
of votes for President, shall be the President, if such number be
a majority of the whole number of Electors appointed; and if no
person have such mgority, then from the persons having the
highest numbers not exceeding three on the list of those voted
for as President, the House of Representatives shall choose
immediately, by ballot, the President. But in choosing the
President, the votes shall be taken by states, the representation
from each state having one vote; a quorum for this purpose shall
consist of a member or members from two-thirds of the states,
and a mgjority of all the states shall be necessary to a choice.
And if the House of Representatives shall not choose a President
whenever the right of choice shall devolve upon them, before the
fourth day of March next following, then the Vice-President
shall act as President, as in the case of the death or other
constitutional disability of the President.—The person having the
greatest number of votes as Vice-President, shall be the Vice-
President, if such number be a majority of the whole number of
Electors appointed, and if no person have a mgority, then from
the two highest numbers on the list, the Senate shall choose the
Vice-President; a quorum for the purpose shall consist of two-
thirds of the whole number of Senators, and a majority of the
whole number shall be necessary to a choice. But no person
constitutionally ineligible to the office of President shall be
eligible to that of Vice-President of the United States.
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AMENDMENT XI1I

SECTION 1. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as
a punishment for crime whereof the party shall have been duly
convicted, shall exist within the United States, or any place
subject to their jurisdiction.

SECTION 2. Congress shall have power to enforce this article
by appropriate legislation.

AMENDMENT XIV

SECTION 1. All persons born or naturalized in the United
States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the
United States and of the State wherein they reside. No State
shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges
or immunities of citizens of the United States, nor shall any
State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due
process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the
equal protection of the laws.

SECTION 2. Representatives shall be apportioned among the
several States according to their respective numbers, counting
the whole number of persons in each State, excluding Indians
not taxed. But when the right to vote at any election for the
choice of electors for President and Vice President of the United
States, Representatives in Congress, the Executive and Judicial
officers of a State, or the members of the Legidlature thereof, is
denied to any of the male inhabitants of such State, being
twenty-one years of age, and citizens of the United States, or in
any way abridged, except for participation in rebellion, or other
crime, the basis of representation therein shall be reduced in the
proportion which the number of such male citizens shall bear to
the whole number of male citizens twenty-one years of age in
such State.

SECTION 3. No person shall be a Senator or Representative in
Congress, or elector of President and Vice President, or hold any
office, civil or military, under the United States, or under any
State, who, having previously taken an oath, as a member of
Congress, or as an officer of the United States, or as a member
of any State legidature, or as an executive or judicial officer of
any State, to support the Constitution of the United States, shall
have engaged in insurrection or rebellion against the same, or
given aid or comfort to the enemies thereof. But Congress may
by a vote of two-thirds of each House, remove such disability.

SECTION 4. The validity of the public debt of the United States,
authorized by law, including debts incurred for payment of
pensions and bounties for services in suppressing insurrection or
rebellion, shall not be questioned. But neither the United States
nor any State shall assume or pay any debt or obligation
incurred in aid of insurrection or rebellion against the United
States, or any claim for the loss or emancipation of any slave;
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but all such debts, obligations and claims shall be held illegal
and void.

SECTION 5. The Congress shall have power to enforce, by
appropriate legislation, the provisions of this article.

AMENDMENT XV

SECTION 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote
shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any
State on account of race, color, or previous condition of
servitude.

SECTION 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this
article by appropriate legislation.

AMENDMENT XVI

The Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes on
incomes, from whatever source derived, without apportionment
among the several States, and without regard to any census or
enumeration.

AMENDMENT XVII

The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two
Senators from each State, elected by the people thereof, for six
years; and each Senator shall have one vote. The electors in each
State shall have the qualifications requisite for electors of the
most numerous branch of the State legislatures.

When vacancies happen in the representation of any State in the
Senate, the executive authority of such State shall issue writs of
election to fill such vacancies: Provided, That the legislature of
any State may empower the executive thereof to make temporary
appointments until the people fill the vacancies by election as
the legislature may direct.

This amendment shall not be so construed as to affect the
election or term of any Senator chosen before it becomesvalid
as part of the Constitution.

AMENDMENT XVIII

SECTION 1. After one year from the ratification of this article
the manufacture, sale, or transportation of intoxicating liquors
within, the importation thereof into, or the exportation thereof
from the United States and all territory subject to the jurisdiction
thereof for beverage purposes is hereby prohibited.

SECTION 2. The Congress and the several States shall have
concurrent power to enforce this article by appropriate
legidation.

SECTION 3. This article shall be inoperative unlessit shall have
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been ratified as an amendment to the Constitution by the
legislatures of the several States, as provided in the Constitution,
within seven years from the date of the submission hereof to the
States by the Congress.

AMENDMENT XIX

The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be
denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on
account of sex.

Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate
legidlation.

AMENDMENT XX

SECTION 1. Theterms of the President and Vice President shall
end at noon on the 20th day of January, and the terms of
Senators and Representatives at noon on the 3d day of January,
of the years in which such terms would have ended if this article
had not been ratified; and the terms of their successors shall then

begin.

SECTION 2. The Congress shall assemble at |east once in every
year, and such meeting shall begin at noon on the 3d day of
January, unless they shall by law appoint a different day.

SECTION 3. If, at the time fixed for the beginning of the term of
the President, the President elect shall have died, the Vice
President elect shall become President. If a President shall not
have been chosen before the time fixed for the beginning of his
term, or if the President elect shall have failed to qualify, then
the Vice President elect shall act as President until a President
shall have qualified; and the Congress may by law provide for
the case wherein neither a President elect nor a Vice President
elect shall have qualified, declaring who shall then act as
President, or the manner in which one who is to act shal be
selected, and such person shall act accordingly until a President
or Vice President shall have qualified.

SECTION 4. The Congress may by law provide for the case of
the death of any of the persons from whom the House of
Representatives may choose a President whenever the right of
choice shall have devolved upon them, and for the case of the
death of any of the persons from whom the Senate may choose a
Vice President whenever the right of choice shall have devolved
upon them.

SECTION 5. Sections 1 and 2 shall take effect on the 15th day
of October following the ratification of this article.

SECTION 6. This article shall be inoperative unlessit shall have
been ratified as an amendment to the Constitution by the
legislatures of three-fourths of the several States within seven
years from the date of its submission.
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AMENDMENT XXI

SECTION 1. The eighteenth article of amendment to the
Constitution of the United States is hereby repealed.

SECTION 2. The transportation or importation into any State,
Territory, or possession of the United States for delivery or use
therein of intoxicating liquors, in violation of the laws thereof, is
hereby prohibited.

SECTION 3. This article shall be inoperative unlessit shall have
been ratified as an amendment to the Constitution by
conventions in the several States, as provided in the
Constitution, within seven years from the date of the submission
hereof to the States by the Congress.

AMENDMENT XXII

SECTION 1. No person shal be elected to the office of the
President more than twice, and no person who has held the
office of President, or acted as President, for more than two
years of a term to which some other person was elected
President shall be elected to the office of the President more
than once. But this Article shall not apply to any person holding
the office of President when this Article was proposed by the
Congress, and shall not prevent any person who may be holding
the office of President, or acting as President, during the term
within which this Article becomes operative from holding the
office of President or acting as President during the remainder of
such term.

SECTION 2. This article shall be inoperative unlessit shall have
been ratified as an amendment to the Constitution by the
legislatures of three-fourths of the several States within seven
years from the date of its submission to the States by the
Congress.

AMENDMENT XXIII

SECTION 1. The District constituting the seat of Government of
the United States shall appoint in such manner as the Congress
may direct:

A number of electors of President and Vice President equal to
the whole number of Senators and Representatives in Congress
to which the District would be entitled if it were a State, but in
no event more than the least populous State; they shall be in
addition to those appointed by the States, but they shall be
considered, for the purposes of the election of President and
Vice President, to be electors appointed by a State; and they
shall meet in the District and perform such duties as provided by
the twelfth article of amendment.

SECTION 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this
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article by appropriate legislation.
AMENDMENT XXIV

SECTION 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote in
any primary or other election for President or Vice President, for
electors for President or Vice President, or for Senator or
Representatives in Congress, shall not be denied or abridged by
the United States or any State by reason of failureto pay any
poll tax or other tax.

SECTION 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this
article by appropriate legislation.

AMENDMENT XXV

SECTION 1. In case of the removal of the President from office
or of his death or resignation, the Vice President shall become
President.

SECTION 2. Whenever there is a vacancy in the office of the
Vice President, the President shall nominate a Vice President
who shall take office upon confirmation by a majority vote of
both Houses of Congress.

SECTION 3. Whenever the President transmits to the President
pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of
Representatives his written declaration that he is unable to
discharge the powers and duties of his office, and until he
transmits to them a written declaration to the contrary, such
powers and duties shall be discharged by the Vice President as
Acting President.

SECTION 4. Whenever the Vice President and a mgjority of
either the principal officers of the executive departments or of
such other body as Congress may by law provide, transmit to the
President pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the
House of Representatives their written declaration that the
President is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his
office, the Vice President shall immediately assume the powers
and duties of the office as Acting President.

Thereafter, when the President transmits to the President pro
tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of
Representatives his written declaration that no inability exists, he
shall resume the powers and duties of his office unlessthe Vice
President and a majority of either the principal officers of the
executive department or of such other body as Congress may by
law provide, transmit within four days to the President pro
tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of
Representatives their written declaration that the President is
unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office.
Thereupon Congress shall decide the issue, assembling within
forty-eight hours for that purpose if not in session. If the
Congress, within twenty-one days after receipt of the latter
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written declaration, or, if Congress is not in session, within
twenty-one days after Congress is required to assemble,
determines by two-thirds vote of both Houses that the President
is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office, the
Vice President shall continue to discharge the same as Acting
President; otherwise, the President shall resume the powers and
duties of his office.

AMENDMENT XXVI

SECTION 1. Theright of citizens of the United States, who are
eighteen years of age or older, to vote shall not be denied or
abridged by the United States or by any State on account of age.

SECTION 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this
article by appropriate legislation.
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Doris Jackson, Director, Public Relations, New York Eye and Ear
Infirmary, New York City.

Jack Jackson, Assistant, Art Department, Library of the Boston
Athenaeum.
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Jane Katz, Assistant Librarian, John Work Garrett Library of the
Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore.

Jerry L. Kearns, Head, Reference Section, Prints and Photographs
Division, Library of Congress.

William H. Leary, Archivist, Audiovisual Archives Division, National
Archives, Washington, D.C.

Jacqueline L. Lewis, Secretary to the Assistant Director, Baltimore
Museum of Art.

Mary Walton Livingston, Archivist, Records Appraisal Staff,
National Archives, Washington, D.C.

Mary C. Long, Art and Reference Division, Office of the Architect of
the Capitol, Washington, D.C.

William J. MacArthur, Jr., Head, McClung Historical Collection
Knoxville-Knox County Public Library, Knoxville.

Charles S. Marshall, Executive Secretary, Eastern National Park and
Monument Association, Philadelphia.

L. Porter Moore, Secretary/Executive Director, American Scenic and
Historical Preservation Society, New York City.

Walter J. Mordaunt, Information Officer, New York State Court of
Appeals, Albany.

Bridgett Paddock, Assistant Director, Lamont Gallery, Phillips
Exeter Academy, Exeter, N.H

Peter J. Parker, Chief of Manuscripts, Historical Society of
Pennsylvania, Philadelphia.

Marilyn K. Parr, Manuscript Reference Librarian, Library of
Congress.

Alan F. Perry, Archivist, Center for the Documentary Sudy of the
American Revolution, National Archives, Washington, D.C.
William M. Pillsbury, Curator of Collections, Albany Institute of
History and Art.

Virginia Purdy, Chief, Office of Educational Programs, National
Archives, Washington, D.C.

Leonard Rapport, Deputy Director, Records Appraisal Saff,
National Archives, Washington, D.C.

Katharine M. Ratzenberger, Reference Librarian, National Portrait
Gallery, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C.

Bernard F. Rellly, Curator of Prints, Library Company of
Philadelphia.

Lois S. Riggins, Curator of Extension Services, Tennessee Sate
Museum, Nashville.

Ellen M. Rosenthal, Reference Assistant, Frick Art Reference
Library, New York City.

Jane Sabersky, Curator, Office of Art Properties, Columbia
University, New York City.

Mark S. Samuelson, Archives Technician, Office of Educational
Programs, National Archives, Washington, D.C.

Katharine B. Sanborn, Picture Consultant, Alexandria, Va.

Frieda Siedman, Secretary, Historical Society of Pennsylvania,
Philadelphia.

Barbara L. Sloan, Reference Assistant, Frick Art Reference Library,
New York City.

Murphy D. Smith, Associate Librarian, American Philosophical
Society; Philadelphia.

Louise Stockdale, Manager, Gunston Hall Plantation, Lorton, Va.
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Keith D. Strawn, Curator of the Collections, North Carolina
Museum of History, Raleigh.

Ronald Swerczek, Archivist, Diplomatic Branch, National Archives,
Washington, D.C.

Nancy R. Tarwater, former Furnishings Chairman, Blount Mansion
Association, Knoxville.

Jean M. Thill, Assistant, Picture Collection, Virginia Sate Library,
Richmond.

Katy Thomsen, Graphics Assistant, Maryland Historical Society,
Baltimore.

Robert S. Williams, Executive Secretary, Sons of the Revolution,
Fraunces Tavern Museum, New York City.

Howard W. Wiseman, Curator, New Jersey Historical Society,
Newark.

Kathleen Zickler, Photography Department, Pennsylvania Academy
of Fine Arts, Philadelphia.

Art and Picture Credits

The National Park Service gratefully acknowledges the assistance of
agencies and individuals furnishing illustrations and granting

permission to reproduce them. Except where otherwise indicated, all
oil paintings are on canvas. Where available, names of photographers
of historic sites and dates of photographs are indicated.

‘ FREWVICLIS
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