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A REFORT ON THE GROUNil> SURROUNDING THE SECOND BANK OF THE UNITED STATES 

WITH EMPHASIS ON CO~ffiiTIONS DURING THE PERIOD FROM 1819 to 1836 

By James G. Kiryakakis 
Landscape Architect 

CAST IRON FENCE.- Along Chestnut Street -- -- - -- --- -- -- ---

A cast iron fence , similar to the fence existing on the Library Street 

approach, existed on either side of the terrace a.lDng Chestnut street. 

East Side of Terrace on Chestnut Street 

On the east side of the building terrace along Chestnut Street, the 

cast iron fence was divided into three sect ions occ11pying 19 feet of space. 

One section, taking up 4 feet 9 inches, was attached to the Browne and Robb 

e building (later the Western Bank); the center section using 8 feet con­

sisted of two gates; and the third section, using 6 feet 3 inches, was 

attached to the terrace wall. There were 4-3/4 units of large, circular-

pattern cast iron fence in the three sections: 1 unit in the section 

attached to the Browne am Robb building, 2 units in the two gates making 

up the center section, and 1-3/'4 units in the section attached to the 

terrace wall. 

A row of small rings, similar to those on the existing gates on 

Library Street, was added to the large, circular-pattern wrlts of the 

fence on the east side. Chestnut Street sloped from vest to east, as it 

still does, and the rings served to compensate tor the grade change, 

bringing the top of the cast iron fence level With the top of the terrace 

wall. The fence was secured to a stone curb llbich extended about 4 inches 

e above ground level. {Figures 5, 6, 8, 12, 13, 15' 17, 19, and 20 show 

the construction details of the cast iron fence and its placement.) 
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West Side of Terrace on Chestnut Street 

The cast iron fence on this aide vas a.J.n.:>st identical to the fence on 

the east side. It vas divided in the same vq, into three sections of 

corresp;>nding widths which extended l9 feet .from the terrace vall and 

contained h-3/4 units of the large, circular-pattern cast iron fence. A 

eection ot 1 unit 4 feet 9 inches long vas attached to If orris Rov (later 

to the united States Pl:>st Office). Two gates constructed of 2 units made 

up the center section running 8 feet. The third section contai.ning 1-3/4 

units _,uld have extended 6 feet 3 inches, as the total distance from the 

terrace vall to the property line (or the width of the passageway on the 

vast side ot the building terrace, per deed description) vas l9 feet. 

e (See footmte 5.) .Unr>st all or the drawings on this subject show 5 units 

ot cut iron circular-pattern fence on the west side of the building 

terrace, but the width of the passageway spanned by this fence permitted 

onlJ" 4-3/4 units to be used. 

The suall rings attached to the large, circular-pattern units used in 

the construction of the fence on the east side of the building terrace 

were oJiitted in the construction or the fence along the west side. As bas 

been Jrevious]J" mted, Chestnut street slopes tro.11 vest to east on this 

site, arn the ri.Dg8 vare mt required to keep the fence level vith the top 

ot tbe terrace vall. There vu , !»wever, a stone curbing to vbl.ch the 

tence vas secured. 

Tbe height trom present gt"ade to the top ot tbe terrace wall on the 

west side of the builcting terrace is 39 inches, vhil.e on tile east side 

e) it is 5h inChes. 

(See tigares 4, 9, U, 12, l3, lS, and 17 'llbich shov the teooe on 

the wst aide or the building terrace.) 
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- CAST !RON mCE - cnl'TINUED 

Along Library Street 

A cast iron fence extended all along the top of' the terrace wall and 

oYer the passageways on top or wing walls, being disrupted onlJ' by gate-

V'lqB to each passageway and a gateway in the center of the terrace wall lead-

ing into the Library street entrance to the building. The gat.cnra_ys , sildlar 

to the present gatewa.y orr Library street ' were 8 teet wide and tashioDed or 
two gates. Each gate vas oonstructed or 1 unit of' the large, circular-

pattern cast iron fence , to which was attached a row of flllall rings, followed 

by a row ot bars and a second rov of the small rings. Close examination of 

the gates opening into the east passageway revealed that they had been 

widened; probab]J" to make the gateway wide eoough to acco,.,date present ~ 

Yehicles. 

rile original curbstone is still in use although it has been .,ved and 

centered on the gates. It is believed that the section of terrace vall and 

wing vall running from tb.e center gates to the east gates was 59 feet 3 inches 

long, that it has mt been alterQd, and that it contains the original 18 UDita 

used in this portion of the cast iron fence along Library Street. {See 

figure 1.) The section of the terrace vall and vi ng wall running fran the 

center gates to the west gates has been altered. It is thought that this 

section also was 59 teet 3 inches long and contained the S&IIIIS maber of 

units of' the cast iron fence. 

Since the three gateva.ytJ, each 8 teet vide , occupied a total o t 24 teet 

ot space and tbe two terrace walls mentioned above occupied 11.8 teet 6 inches, 

the rauining lS teet 1/2 inch was dirlded between the nst wing wall vest 

e) or tm west gates and the east wing wall east of' the east gates in this 

manner: 7 teet 1-1/2 inches on the vest, as this vas the ~DWJunt or apace 
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remaining fr0111 the property line to the vest gates, and 7 feet 11 inches on. 

the east side of the east gates to the east property line. The east wing 

vall east of the east gates had two complete unite of t~ fence with the 

two-part arcs on the ends. The west wing wa.ll west of the west gates also 

had two complete units of the fence but onlJ' one -part arc. (See tigm-es 

1, 6, 13 , 18 , and 19 and tootmte 2.) 

TERRACE W'ALL 

The terrace wall ran completely arotmd the building except vbere it vae 

disrupted for the Library street cellter entrance and the ceater openings on 

the east and west sides of the OO.ilding used as service entrances to t~ 

e basement. Its construction was similar to that of the terrace vall existing 

on "the east side of the building along the east passageva;,v. 

Terrace Wall along Cbe stnut street 

Along Chestnut street the terrace vall ran across the entire front ot 

tbe building to p:>ints 19 feet from each side boundary line. There were m 

steps then exteOO:ing along the tront of the bu.ilding leading troa Chestnut 

street to tbe top or the terrace vall. The origi.nal steps wre located 

just inside the cast iron fence on either side of the building and led to 

the top or the terrace valls. On the vest there were 6 or tiB se steps, the 

sixth step becolling the terrace vall. ( Footnote 2. ) On the east there 

ware 7 steps, the seventh necessary because or tbe gl"ade. (Figures 4 

tbrou.gh 9 show the terrace vall across the front of the building, as vell 

e ae other details' prior to 1838.) (Figures 4, , , 6 J md 7 show the steps 

on the sides of the bu. ilding terrace . ) 



•• . !DRACE WALL -CONTINUED 

Terrace Wall along the East Passageway 

!he terrace wall along the east passagewq is located on the original 

site, but the opening in the wall leading to the cellar vas enlJJ.rged (mgled) 

BOIIStiM around 1868 to permit easier loading and unloading of !J>Ods. (See 

figure 2).) The wall extends 13 feet 6 inches from the blilding proper. 

This distance corresp:>nds with the measured distance from the building ot 

the vall foundations uncovered on the vest side recently during excavatioiUS 

to install a steam line. The opening at the baselllent entrance was 8 teet 

7 inches Vide. This measurement alro was recorded during the recent exca-

vation. (See Field Notebook, Second Bank of the U. s., 1954.) (Figures 

2, 5, 6, 7, and 15 through 19 show the terrace wall along the east passage-

- way.) 

Terrace Wall along the West Passagewa.,v 

Recent excavations for the installation of a stem line uncovered the 

foundations or the west terrace vall. It was mted that the terrace wall 

utended 13 teet 6 inches from the 'OO.ilding proper and that the opening 

leading to tbe cellar doors at the center of the blilding was 8 feet 

7 inches vide. These 118&surements are recorded in a field notebook 

titled "Second Bank of the U. S., 1954." (Foat:.note 4 evidences the 

r&IIOftl Of the terrace wall around 1881.) (FigareS 2 J 4, 71 ]2 J 13' 15 J 

17, and 18 smw the terrace vall along the vest passagewq.) (Figure 18, 

as well as figures 2 and 7, shows the opening leading to the baseJ~ent 

entrance in the center of the building.) 



Terrace Wall along Library Street 

&mept for the portion of the vall cut ott on the west side of the 

building alDng IJ.brary Street , the terrace vall on this street is the 

saM u the original. (See figures 2 and 18.) 

CHEEK W.lLIS 

Cb.eelc Walls on Chestnut Street 

On the steps leading up .f'roa the terrace to the portico there were 

cheek wal.l.a sill:ilar to thoae existing mw on tbe Library Street approach. 

ClDse e'X811 nation disclDses that changes haYe been aade to the Chestnut 

street steps. The side stones haTe been cut and stepped; and the treads 

• on either end of the stairs are of the approx:i.Jiate length, or width, ot 

the cbeelc nll, and IIUCh shorter than tbe aTerage length of tbe other 

treads in the stairs. (Figures 1 through 10 show these cbeelc walls on 

the tront o t the bailding.) 

• 

Cheek: Wal.J.JI on Library Street 

'rhe cheelc valls on Ubrary Street are original. 

FENDJ5R POSTS 

There are at preseDt two fender posts on the Library Street aruroach 

to the east pusagevq. It bu been noted that fender posts were located 

on this aide of the building as early" as 1868, and possibl;r u ear:q u 

1824. (See footnote 3.) It is tlnugbt that Yehicular tratt'ic approached 

the bu.ild1Dg ~ onJT t.roa 1J.br&r1' Street and that therefore 

feDder J»ste existed also on tbe west paasagevq entraDCe. Dr'ai.Dp ad 

J;ilotogroaphs of the ChestDUt Street entrances do not l!lbov C17 fender posts, 

eo it 1• beli eY'ed that uone «<isted. 

6 
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Carriage Bloclcs on Chestnut street 

A carriage block of hexangular shape vas located vest of the center ot 

the bail.ding on the paveaant along Chesbmt Street. (See figures 3~ b~ ll, 

12, and 17.) ODe rectangular carriage block: can be seen in figures ll and 

17 to the vest of the hexangular bloek:. 

Carriage Blocks on Librar;T Street 

Ve haTe m direct evidence ot the presence or carriage blocks on 

Library street in the vicinity of this building; however, a pbotograph, 

(figure l.8) moVing buggies pa.rbd on this side suggests that carriage 

blocks did exist on IJ.brary street. 

LAMPS 

Lamps on Chestrmt Street 

A stre~t lamp once stood along the curb on Chestnut Street east of the 

center ot the building, about 60 teet f'rotll the east property line. (See 

figures 3, S, 17, and 19.) 

Lampe in the East Passageva:.y 

AD:>ther lamp vas located inside the east passt!geva;y south ot the 

steps leading up to the terrace. (See figures 4, 5, and 12.) 

Lamps in the West Passageway 

A third lamp was located on the section o! the cast iron fence attached 

to llorris Row. The design or this lamp may be fomtd in •Colonial Iron Wort 

in pbiladel.Prla" (tootuote 1). The laJIIp vas attached to the top ot the out 

iron fence between an arrowhead. (See figures 4, 9, 12 ~ and 17 and tootmte 1.) 

tamps on Librar.r Street 

Between 1863 and 1.881 there vas a lamp on IJ.brary Street similar in 

7 



__ ; 

__ - .-::::-. - --:-:--~-:----::--:------------------, 

lUPS - OOI'l'D OlD 

desip to the o:oe which stood on Chestnut Street troa 1827 to 1.839. Tile 

lap vu located 10 to l2 teet west ot the center of the bdlding along 

the curb on Library Street. (See figures ) , 7, 18, and 19.) 

In his pablisbed report titled, •coloni.al. IroiJII)rlt 1n Phil.DJpna ,• 

ys111• A. Dmm ISta1ied t.bat there were lupe attacbed to the top ot the 

fuce aloDC Librar;y Street, and he illustrated thea in a ~ dra1.Dg 

~l.uded ill the whiM. Ve totmd it possible to contact xr. Dwm duriDg 

our r.search on the subject. .&a a result, Ill". Dmm, by latter dated 

March 24, 19)), addressed to I.Ddependenee latioual Historical Parle, 

reatti.rllad his stataents regarding the uisteDCe ot such lup8 on the 

face at tba t.illa he recorcMd the fence tor hie publillbed report between 

1.929 aDd 1930. Be clid •t reoord the Dlllber ot laps uisti.Dg JDr their 

uact location. 

A drawing ot a Y.Ww ot Chest.Dut street by st.ricklaa4 (tiguN 3) st»wa 

two l.aJM attacbH to the top of tbe teDOe on that side o t tba b111l.ding. 

llld.l.e it is know tbe' ttnce . ._. nenr constmcted 'aa auch- on Cbel!ltlmt. 

street, the dra:l.Dg doea aqgest the posslbJ.e location Of tbe t.lps Oil tbl 

fence along Libr&rT street. Iupection ot tl8 meting aection ot teace 

aloDg LibrU7 street iDdicated that a lap aigllt haft beea attached to the 

feDOe at. the p:»int where the terrace wal.l.e eDd and tba 111ag walla begin. 

~ ·• !llo bol~ can be seen at this point (bolts :t.rger tllan tboae uaed to 

cozmeot the renee sections) spaced the proper cl1.tac. apart tor attach1 ng 

tend.ul po1nts ot tbe aide ternce wal.ls ar. mt awn iD -r of ov 

Y1wa of tbe Library Street t&CW or the baild.iDg, ware 'ld.tmn ~ 

pbet.oJNPlic reoord to npport 011r imllnation toward tb1a ooacluioa. 

8 



Eut Pas11apwq 

1'be passageway on the east side or the blildl.ng ill l9 teet Wide at 

Cbeetmlt street and 22 teet 10 inches vi de at Library Street. The 

difference in width at tbese taro points is dll8 to the jogs -.de b,y the 

pl"Op8rt7 l1De along the east aide. 1'he puac~ were p&'ftd, aocordlq to 

a report by Striclcland (see tootmte 2). In a letter dated Kq 28, 1.868 

b7 Charles Close (footnote 3) "consideration ie being •de tor the repaYi.Dg 

ot the pueagwq md it 1e suggested t!aat the Jorth aectioD or the J*88ap­

wq reEizl 1n the old paYing briclat wbich vare laid 1n a heri.DgboDe pattern 

edcna;ra." 

e AJI)ng the original wucbers still preaerftd at tile Ridpa;y Lt.brar;r 

there ill one tor August 31, lB21 which reade: "Kicb.ael and S..l lox on 

acct. ot bricks deli'Yered tor p&'ftMnt, &e. ISOO.OO." 'l'here is also record 

ot a cbeck i11ned on ~ 6, 1821 to "JobD St1111 in tU1 tor diggi.Dg 

foundation tor pavaent, poa'Yel tor ditto, aDd. hauling dirt 72.20.• Tbe11e 

~nte, together Vi th the letter referred to in footnote 3 , •• to 

authenticate Strick:land1 s stateamt that the puaapvqs were paved. 

Trees lining the pueagell'&l' were out about 3 teet .troa the baee ot the 

terrace Walle. (See .figures 5, 10, 1), 14, 16, 17, lB, aDd 19.) 

West Paasapva;r 

The paasagevq on the vest side ot 1M bail.ding is l9 teet Wide at 

Cbeatnt Stl: eet ( eee tootmte 5) ad 21 teet 10 illcbea ~ at LibraiT 

street. The ditterence in width on this isict. 111 due to tbl tact that the 

e) baild:lng 1IU placed parallel to Chestnut street ad tbe west ~ 1.:1M 

is DOt at · ript angles to Chestnut Street. 1e •ntioned ahow , acoord1Dg 

to a report b7 strickl.ancl, thie pua~ wae &Uo paved. 

' 
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Trees aleo liDed this paaeagfiq. They were out about 3 teet troa the 

terrace wall, the reuon being that this vaa the approxUiate center ot 

the open area between the bank buil.diDg and the buildinge nei~boring 

the property. (See figures 4 , 5 , 7 , 9 , 10 , and 12 through 18.) 

PAVING 

Pa'rlng -Walles along Cbestaut ad L1.bru"7 Street. 

'!'be sidenla iD tront ot tbe building and in back or tbe buildf.q 

along the terraee walls were p&ftd with large bloclce or .f'laptooea joiDtecl 

to getber. (See figures 4, 8 , 11, 13, l5, and 17 through 20.) To nb­

etanUate this etat .. nt there i8 a record ot checks (in reee_.cb til.H, 

•Second Bant o£ U.S.• IIHPP) u.de pqable as tollon: to "Sane1 Ba.i.Des 

tor regulating curb stone 4.50" dated June l5, 1821; to •George G. Leiper 

tor l.SO ft curb stone e 75¢ 112. 50" dated August 24 , 1821; to "11'lag stoDe 

Cutters bh.86t" dated October 13, 1820; and to "Hicbolu Struck: porterage 

ot tlagg:tag, Jl&'"ble, poles, etc, 66.31• dated Joftllber 10 , 1820. The 

150 teet of curb stooe is the t:rontage ot tbe property along Chestnut Street. 

PaYing - Passagewqs 

The passagewa;rs were paYed vi th brick laid edpviee in a herringbooa 

pattern. (See rootmtea 2 and 3 and stateaents aade regarding pui.ug 

under •PJSSAGEWAIS" in this report. 

Parlng - Terraces 

!he terraces wre paT&d Vi.th large tlagstones jointed topther (foot­

DOte 2). 1 record of checb isned at the taa ot construction (in reaearch 

• t.Uea, •Seaond Bait ot u.s.• IJHPP) supports this assertion. TWo such 

abecb are Jl8ntioDed 1D tim italization above UDder "PaYing - Wallas along 

1D 



P.lVIBG - CONTINUED 

Chestnut and Librar;r streets." 

Trees on Chestnut and Library streets 

Originally, there vere no trees along either Chestnut Street or Library 

street in the vicinity o! the Second Bank ot the United states. (See 

tigares 1 through 20.) 

Trees in East and West Passagewa;ys 

There vas a single row of trees on each side of the building 2 or 3 

teet. out fr011 the terrace vall. 'l'he nuaaber of trees in each passagewa;r is 

not known but is believed t.o be 8:i.X. By stud;ying the drawings and }ilot.o­

e graphs available we determined that the trees started at a point opposite 

the cmter of the porticos on Chestnut Street. As there vere buildings 

on both sides of the banlc building along Chestnut Street at least until 

1910, the space for planting trees was limited to the l9-foot area in each 

passagewa;y and the 13-1/2-foot area of the terraces. (See figures 4, 5, 

and 8 through 19 for trees.) 

BRICK WALlS 

Briclc Wall -West Side of the Property" 

1 briclc vall with a marble coping was built in 1820 on the vest side of 

the property line on the property of Mr. H. Kuhn on Bon-is Bow. Tbl.s vall 

vae 133 teet 9 inches long (f'ootmte 6). F'rolll the Horace Wells Sell.ers 

collection {figure 14) ve obsern that a briclc vall enclosed part of' tbe 

e,baclc yards of the Norris Row bmlding. By measuring troa the Library 

street Freestanding Wall w:L th the cast iron fence 133 feet 9 inches, we 

co• t.o a point approxiaately 26 feet f'roa the rear of' tbe Norris RPv build-

ll. 



BRICK WALTS - CONTINUED 

ing. This is also the salfte approx:laate point of intersection as t!bovn in 

figure 14. It is believed that the vall i.Eediatel.y to the rear of Norris 

Row wu in existence at the time the Second Banlc was being b111lt aDd that 

the Bank obtained permission to build tbe vall on Kr • Kuhn 1 s propert,y tor 

the purpose of enclosing the pusa~ OOJIPletel.y. 

As 1n the height of tbe wall, it vas noted in the deed description 

to the property vest of the Second Bank that a restrictive clau.se ~~en­

tioned 8 feet. "Restriction: And subject also the express restrictions 

and positive prohibition that oo blli.lding or obstruction whateTer shall at 

an;y time or times hereafter be built upon the hereby granted lot of ground 

in the rear or south of the building oov erected thereon exceeding in 

e height the present partition vall being 8 I f'rC. the surface Of the ground 

on the East line of the said lot. 11 

Brick Wall - J;ast Side of the Property 

.Uthough there is m evidence that a brick vall existed on the east 

side of the banlc building, it is believed that one did in !act e:xist at the 

tillle the Second Bank vas being .built or was erected at the 88119 tiE. It 

eeelll8 logical that both passageways would htn"e been enc1oaed since the 

front and back of tbe building had been enclosed by a fence, and also as 

the Second Bank had paid for a wall on the west side of their property. 

Exam nation of the existing wall on the east side of the propert;r has 

disclosed that the wall is not on the property of the Second Banlc. Tbe 

situation here is sildlar to that on the west side where the briclc vall 

was built on the pro~ ot Mr. Kuhn and not on tbe propertJ of the 

Second Bank. 

12 



r have written this report atter Eld.ng a caretul study of all the 

material available to me on the grounds surrounding the Second Bank o! 

the um ted States. I did not al1faYs .find nidence to support liT con-

elusions, but where r han dl"8'WD. conclusions I bave taken care to 

distinguish th81l !rom the !acts. 

Discrepa.ncies were observed in the report by llilliaa Strickland in 

•The Port Folio• (footnote). The d11P8nsions be gan for the terrace and 

other features were in error. His report was published during the tim 

the Second Bank was baing built, and it is logical to aasu. that ch&Dges 

did occur in the course of construction 'Which would account !or his 

e errors in dimensions reported. 

Between 1.836 and 1838 major changes took place on the grounds around 

the Second Bank. It was during this period that the building ceased to 

be the Second Bank of the Un1 ted States and became the UDl. ted States Bank 

o! Pennsylvania. In her book titled, lllftlliam Strickland, • and in the 

aupplemerrt to it, Agnes Gilchrist states that William Str!.cklaDd waa 

called in to do the remodeling of tbis building between 1.836 &Dd. 18.38* 

Although her reference to the source for this state•nt 1• 1nconcluai n, 

1 t '&.1 be reasoned that Str1.c1cl.and. was the logl.cal penon to superrlse 

the remodeli.ng of the buildi.Dg since he had supervised 1 ta conn ruction, 

aDd be had, during this period o! change, desigDed and bailt !or the 

Pb:l.ladelpbia Bank, a DB'1I' building on the eut side o! tbe UDl. ted States 

Bank, and he bad also •upem•ed the remodeling of the Second Bank in 

e· 1844 for use &8 the eu.to• Reuse. 

*** 
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Figure• -Second Bank ot the united States 1819-1836 

1. Elevation o! the Bank or the United States, Designed by Williaa 
Strickland Arch. "Port Folio" 1821 Plate 150 

2. Plan of the Bank of the United States, designed by William 
Stricklaad Arch. "Port Folio" 1821 PlAte 1.49 

3. United States Bank, Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Strickland del. 
Tucker Sc. (most probably an early sketch of the building since 
fence was never built in this manner on Chestnut Street) 

4. United States Bank at Philadelphia, 1831, Burton {copy at the 
American Philosophical Society ldbrary) 

5. Second Bank of the United States, J. Tingle after ·w. H. Bartlett, 
"Historical Philadelphia11 (Vol 43, pt. 1, 1953) American Phil6-
sophical Society, 1839 

6. Bank of the United States, Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, George 
Strickland del. engraved by c.c. Childs 1828. 

?. Bank of the United States, Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, George 
Strickland del. Thos Birch publisher 1827 

8. The Custom House, Alexander Jaekson Davis, • American German Review" 
April 1940 

9. Uni.ted States Bank, Philadelphia 18.40 from l&ap 205A P.L. Phillips 
1552B 

10. The Gold and Si1Ter Artificers o! Phila. 22 Feb. 1832 by M.E.D. 
Brown. 

ll. Chestnut Street woking East after 1836 Print Collection Free 
Library 

12. United States Bank, Philadelphia IJ.tbograph by J. C. Wild 1838 

13. Drawing of the Secooo Bank of the United States attributed to 
Wm. Strickland dates post 1838. Historical Soc. of Phil. 

14. Panorama. of Philadelphia from the State House Steeple, Looting 
East 1838. (Horace W. Sellers Col. ) 

15. Custom House, South side Chestnut St. between 4th and Sth Sts. 
1851 B.R. Evans del. 

16. Custom House, Ta.lbotype Photo by Wm & F Langenheim Ju.J..y 1850 

17. Custom House, Old Photo dates between 1850 and 1863 

18. Custom House, Old photo, probably by Rf.newell Landscape Photo­
grapher, dates between 1863 am 1881. 

~-
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! Figures- SeooDd Bank of the United States 1819-1836 Contizmed 

19. Custom House, Photo taken between 186J and 1888. 

20. Custom House, Photo dates around 1910. wts Collection · 



FIGURE 1. · Elevation of the Bank of the United States, 
designed by William Stricklaad Arch. nport 
Folio" 1821 Plate 150 
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l'~IGURE 2. Plan of the BanJ:t of the United States 
designed by William Stricklaad Arch. 
"Port Polio" 1821 Plate 149 

e . 



. InTtitY I'ernra 

' .. ,· 
i ~ 

.. .ilL .. . .,. .. .. . ' .':'::if.':':':c:::=::lf.:' :.:::: 
.. 

:: 
:· ~ 

:: 

I . 

: . ~ 

. · ·.:: : ·.: ::~:- ·.·: .·. ~ . ::: cw .... :·. '-~·.· .:::ti ·· · . ~:.:ii ·.:·. ·.· 

l 

• lP'D.AN O!Ji' TIEDIJt~ .BANK OF THE 'UNJI.TJIID STA'I"JE §. 

· ~ 
. f ' 

I 

t ~J 
\. ,.,1 



FIGURE 3. United States Bank, Chestnut Street, Phila. 
Stricklnand Del. Tucker Sc. (most propably 

an early sketch of the building since fence was never 
built jn this manner on chestnut Street.) 
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FIGURE 4. United States Bank at Philadelphia, 1831, 
Burton (copy at American Phil. Soc. Library) 
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FIGURE 5. Second Bank of the United States, J. Tingle 
after W. H. Bartlett, 1111istorical Philadelphia" 
(Vol 43, pt. 1, 1953) American Phil. Soc. 1839 
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Fll!GURE 6. Bank of the United .States, Chestnut Street 
Phila~. George Stricklnand del. engraved by 
C.C. Childs 1828 
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FIGURE ?. BanK: of the United States, Chestnut Street, Phjla. 
George Strickland del. Thos. Birch publisher 182? 



• 

l'llllk..rt lw t'nited Stnlf'H, 
IHNflfHI .il'm'l PIHimlt/plnil 

,.. ..lo.,flpl• ....... 



FIGURE S The Custon1 House, · Alexander Jackson Davis, 
"American German Review", April 1940 
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FIGURE 9. . United States Bank, Philadelphia 1840 
from Map 205A P.L. Phillips 1552B 
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FIGURE 10. The Gold and Silver Artif~cers of Phila. 
22 Feb. 1832 by M.E. D. Brown 
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FIGURE 11. Chestnut Street Looking East, after 183~ 
Print Collection Free Library 
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lUGURE 12. United States Bank, Philadelphia 
Bithograph by J. C. Wild 1838 
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FIGURE 13. Drawing of the Second Bank of the United States 
attributed to Wm. Strickland , dates post 1838 
Phila Hist. Soc. 
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FIGURE 14. Panarama of Philadelphia from the State House 
Steeple, Looking East 1838. (Horace W. Sellers 
Col~ection) 



• • 

1'.\,IIH_\\I.\ Or PIIII..\IJEI.I'III \ 1-'Htr\1 Till~ l-\T.\'1'~: IIOI'Sl STEI·:PLJ· .. l.tiOI\1:\·n 
E.\...;T, ISJI:! 

• 



FIGURE 15. Custom House, South sjde Chestnut St. between 
4th and 5th sts. 1851 B. R. Evans del. 
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FIGURE 16. Custom House, Talbptype Photo by Wm & F. Langenheim 
Uuly 1850 
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FIGURE 17. Custom House, Old Photo dates between 1850 
and 1863 
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FIGURE 18. Custom House, old photo. probably by Rinewell 
. Landscape Photograpner, dates between 1863 
and 1881 
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FIGURE 19. Custom House, photo taken between 1863 and 1888 
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FIGURE 20. Custom House, Photo dates areound 1910 
Illtz collecti>on 
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We!.st- half - PhU.t:lelphla !JL'1k after re'IOdelllRJ!:- Old photograph- UUt or to'.r. L\lt.a 
to A.roriean Philoaophieal Soeif'tJ - Lt.t.a Coll. eetion - c. S/19/S'J 



-J FOOTI«:>TES - Second Bank of the United States 1819-1836 

• 

1. "Colonial IrolTifork in Philadelphia• page 39, 1930 Architectural 
Publishing Co., New York. 

2. "The Port Folio" Vol ni July-Dec, Philadelphia 1821 pp 204-20? 
Art nx New Bank of the United States in Philadelphia. 

"We are iooebted to the publisher of that nluable me.rual, 
"The Builders Assistant", for the annexed representation& of 
the interior and exterior of the splendid edifice which is de­
scribed in the following article. The description is from the 
pen of the ingenious architect Kr. William Strickland, by whom 
the plan was designed.• 

"In the design and proportions of this edifice, we recognize 
the leading features of that celebrated work of antiquity, the 
Parthenon at Athena. In selectin;; this exB.IIlple as a model for 
a buildi ng such as a bank, requiring a peculiar internal arrange­
ment and distribution of space am light, it becomes a difficult 
task for an architect to preserve all the characteristics of a 
Grecian temple, whose original and appropriation was solely tor 
the worship of the Gods, and for the depositories of public treas­
ure. The peripteros or flanking cilumns of a Grecian building 
produced a decidedly beautiful feature in architrave. But they 
cannot be applied with their proper effect to places of business, 
without a sacrifice of those principles which have a constant 
application to internal uses and econo~. 

The design before us is of the Grecian Doric, characterised 
as HYPAETHEOOS, having eight fluted columns 4 feet 6 inches in 
diameter, embracing the whole front, taken from the Parthenon, 
or temple of Minerva, Hecatompedon at Athens, being divested of t 
the columns of the peripteros and pronaus, of the sculptured me­
topes of the freize, and the basso-relievo figures in the Humpanum 
of the pediment. 

The columns rise from a basement 6 .feet in elvation supporting 
a plain entablature, extending along the sides of a paralleil.ogn.m 
86 by 16o feet including the body of the building and porticos that 
projectlO feet 6 inohes from each ot the froats. The Tertical 
angle of the pediment is 152 degrees !INfilling an uninterrupted line 
from end to end of the ridge or apex of the roof. 

The ascent to the porticos from the street is by a flight of 
six steps, to a terrace or platform, extending 16 .feet. on each 
flank, and in front of the edifice. 

It is on this terrace that the building is reared, and from 
1rhich it derives a great portion of its effect. The gateways on 
the right and left, open into paved averru.es, which extend from 
Chestnut to Librar,V Streets, along each of the flanks serving to 
insulate the building from surrounding objects, it being tnclosad 
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FOOTNO'l'IS - Second Bank of the United State• 1819-1836 Contimed 

2. Cont. 

along these aTenues by a return of the iron railing exhibited 
in the front elevation. 

This edifice is situated in a north ard south direction 
fronting on Chestnut and Library Streets. 

Its length including the portico, is 1.61 feet, and brea&h 
in front 87 feet. The floor or the principal or gwou.Dd stoey is 
eleT&ted 9 teet, surrounded on all sides by a terrace 14 feet 
wide, ard rising 3 feet wide, and paved With large flag stones 
jointed together. The main entrance is from Chestnut Street, by 
a flight of marble steps exten:iing along the whole front of the 
portico". 

3. Letter dated .May 28, 1868 written by Chas. S. Close, Supt .A.pp Stnea. 

II 

Sir 

U.s. APP STNES 
Phi la. Yay 28th 1868 

I han had interviews with several persons who are in the 
paving line and the best offer to have the Easterb A.ve.me along­
side the Custom House paved is $2.?5/100 dollars per yard for 
Cubical Granite blocks, similar to \hose in the annue on the 
West side say 4)6 yants- I would suggest a more eco110mical am. 

sui table plan would be to leave the present herring bone edgeways 
paving south of the turning places as it is, put the granite 
blocks where the unloading is done, put Flag Tram way for the 
wheels to track south of the turning place and fill in and 
ptside the tram ~ w1 th the best of the brick that are now 
there. Please see rough plot on 2nd lea!, A represents 2 fender 
posts, one of which is broken off, - B represents the tram way 
for wheels to track on, Three of the Cs represent the portion 
to be repaired with brick laid Herring bone edgeways, Cr represents 
the portion that is not in bad condition, D represents the portion 
where the turning and loading and unloading is done, which I 
propose shall be done with the Granite- or Belgian pavement, E 
shows the opening to be *nlarged to adm1 t goods, FF show the 
raised platform the corners of which are to be remved aa shown. 

signed 

A.B.16lllet Esq. 
Supervisor,y Architect 
Treas • Dept. 

Very respecttu~ 
Chas. s. Close 
Supt. App. Stnes. 
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FOOTNOTES - Second Baru~ of the United States 1819 -1836 

4. Letter from John McArthur Jr., Supt. of Repairs April 25, 1881 

"Office of Superintendent of Construction 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

April 2 5, 1881 

James G. Hill Esq. 
Supervising Architect 
Tft88ury Department 
Washington, D.C .. 

Sir:-

In accordance with the request contained in your letter of 
the 13th inst., I have estimated the cost of 'Widening the Alley­
way between thfl Custom House and the U.S. Court and Post Office 
Building, in this City, and find that the proposed alterations 
may be executed, as shown on the annexed diagram, for a sum not 
exceeding.$695. 

The said alterations to consist of removing, redressing, and 
re-setting the marble coping; taking down the stone wall, which 
is 3 feet in height and re-building j t on the new U ne of terrace; 
reJOOving the earth to the depth of 8 inches below the surface of 
the pavement; concreting the space, and finishing the same with an 
asphaltum roadway 4 inches_ thick. 

I am of the opinion, that these alterations will not injure 
the architectural appearance of the Custom House, while at the 
same time they will facilitate the prosecution of the Public 
business connected with the Post Office, which is now greatly 
impeded by the want of space for the mail wagons. I therefore 
respectfully recommend that I be authorized to have the same 
executed at a cost not exceeding the same .SoYe stated. 

Respectfully 

(signed) John Me.Arthur Jr. 
Superintendent of Kepairs 
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F60TNOTES - Second Bank of the United States ~819 - 1836(ContiDQed) 

5. •Appraisal - Project ".l" - Parcel II 20, Drexel Building. 

Land Discription 

Parcel "D" 

ALL THOSE CERTAIN buildings formerly kmrwn as the 
Philadelphia Post Office, but now designated as the Old Court 
House am Post Office and lot or piece of ground SITUATE IN 
the 5th Ward of the City of Philadelphia described according 
to a resent survey thereof made by w.c. Crammer, Surveyor and 
Regulator of the 3rd Survey District of the said City hereto 
attached and made ~art hereof as folloWB, to wit: Beginning 
at a point on the ~outh side of the new line of Chestnut Street 
and the West side of said passageway 19' in width above men­
tioned thence extending Southward along the Wast line of the 
said passageway 220 16 3/4" to a point in the North line of 
Library Street, thence Westward alon the North line of the 
said Ubrary Street 53 12" to a po.i.nt in the line of land of 
the said Anthony J. Drexel, said point being at the distance 
of 88'9" Eastward from the East side of &aid 5th Street thence 
Northward along said last mentioned land 73' to a point, 
thence Westward still along said last mentioned land on a 
line parallel with the said Library Street 5' to a point, 
thence Northward still along said last mentioned land and 
land of the Independence National. Bank 147 1 6 7 /8" to a point 
in the new line of the said Chestnut Street, said point being 
at the distance of 83 1611 Eastward from the East side of the 
said 5th Street and thence Eastward along the said line of 
the said Chestnut Street 57'1Di" to the West side of the said 
passageway the first mentioned point and place of beginning. 

Easement 
TOGETHER 1rl. th the use and enjoyment of the said 

passageway in common with the said u.s.A •• ~ 

6. Check for the Second Bank: 

11 Bank of u.s. Check No 330 
in Folder l3 Box 55 

(Yi 27361 F) McAllister MSS, 
Ridgeway Library 

Bank of u.s. 2m 
Erection of Nov. 17 1820 

Amt. paid for work 

(Reverse side of Check) Office of the Building of the Bank 
of the United States 

Alexander Pampton in full for 133 ft. 9 in. of marble coping 
for will between Bank and Mr. Kuhn's house $ 133.75 

Wm. Strickland Archt. (Signed) Thos. P Roberts 
Clerk of the works 
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Poo~- Second Bank of the United States 1819-1936 

Elevation of the Bank of the United States, designed by 'Cilliam Strickland .. 
Arch. ttport Foliott 1821 Plate 150 { -+~ ~ {}·c .. :J 6'-~ d_:;4 ...f- (J..~.~) 

\ Y ' ./ ' . ' 

Plan fo the Banlc of the United ~tates, designed by •:,llliam Str;._· ckland .Arc? •. 17 p_ 
Port Folion 1821 Plate 149 (~ ~-r-lf- d... ~ ~:~~f •J.~..:rf ~-~--1'· 

United States Bank, Chestnut Street-Philadelphia, Strickland Del. Tucker Sc. 
(l.ios t probably prior to the com_?letion of t he building, since fence was never 
built in t :-:is r.rannor on Chestnut street side.) 

United States Bank at Phj ladelp~1ia, 1831, Burton- copy at American Philosophical 
Society Library. 

5.. Second Bank of the United States, J. Tingle after T! .H. Bartlett, nEistoric E1ila­
delp:--:ia't(Vol 43, Pt.l, 195~) Arr.erican Philoso:;;i: ical Society tS3'!, 

c~w()..~~ 4.-@k~-ff) 
6. Banlc of the United S-~&t6s, C:.estnut Street, Fhiladelp::.ia, George Stric1~lan<i del. 

engr aved by 08 Childs 1828. 

7 Bank of tl:re United States, Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, George Strickland del. 
'rhos. Birch p1..'.blis~1er 1827/ 

8 The Custor.1 }=ouse, Al exander Jad:somDavis, ttAmerican German Review, t~April 1940. 

9. United States Bai1k, Philadelpl1ia - 1840 from ~ . .:B.p 205A P.L.Phillips 15523 

10 . The Gold and Silve r Artificers of Phila. 22 Feb. l$32 By ME D B • • • rown 

11. Chestnut Street looldn~ Last, after 1836 - Print Collection Fl~ee Library. 

12. United States Bank, Philadelphia, Li t~1ograph by J. C. -:-1ild 1838 

13. Dra'.Ying of the SeGTond Bank of the United States attributed to ~'im. Strickland 
dates post l$38 

v 

14. PanoraEa of PhiladelphiA from the .State :douse Steeple, Lookir..g Z~st 1838. 
li'r oT!l the ' :orace •:T . Se:·_1ers Collection. " 

15. Custom I-ICuse, SoL1.t1: s:.de Cl:1estnut Bet·ween 4th and 5th St. 1851 E . J .• Evans Del. 

16. Gt.,_ston I-IOl:se, Talbotype p!1oto by Hm & F. La.ngenheim 1850, J l.lly. 

17. Custor.1 House, Old photo , dates between 1850 2nd 1863. 

18. :Justom House, Cld pi16to, probably by ~hnenell Lanc_scape p:1otogra:!_)her, dates 
bet .. ee n 1863 and 1881. 

19. Custom '-{~use, ?: oto t.ake bet',;reen 1863 &nd 1888. 

1.; 

20. Custom House, photo date around 1910. Lutz Co l lection 
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Foot~1otes o:1 t!1e Second :ua~1lc of t~1e United States ~:tm~a 

tn. ncolonial Irorr.-rorlc in p:1iladelpD.ia11 page 39, 1930 by the [~c~1itectural 
Publis":in,::; Co., :;evr Yor!c. 

,2. ttTne Port Folio11 Vol Xll July-Dec, Philadelp~1ia 1821 pp 204-207 Art. XIX 
i'Jew Bank of the United States in Philadelphia. 

nr,·e are i:ndei::rGed to the publis~1er of ti1at valuaole manual, 11The 
Builders fu>sistant, n for the aL·aexed rep:cesentations of ·t:.::.G interior 
and e~cte:;.~ior of t;:e sple. :did. edifice '.':-:lie~ is desc:i:'ibed in t he follow­
ing article. T~--:e descript:i.on is frou. th:: pe:1 of the j_:'lgenious archi teet 
:..:r. ~-.illiar,.,_ Strickland, by -..-::-:om t he pla.n vras c~esigned.) tr 

11In the design anc~ propoj:tj_ons of -~!lis ed:l.fice, v.re :recognize the 
leadi:ng featm·es of that celebrated YVOl'k of ant::.gq:L ty, tJ.:e Pal·thenon at 
Athens. In selecting this mcample as a r,:odel for a building such as a 
bank, requir::.ng a peculiar internal al·:.:·angeme:1t and distribution of Sfilace 
anc) lis:C~t, it oecOlr.es a cEfLi.cult tas:c for an arci1itect to preserve all 
t~1e c~1aract.erist:L·_es of a Gre\cian ten':_,~ le, ·:r;10se orisLJ.al and ap::_::;ropria­
tion :,·as solely for t~1e wors - ~ip of t~:.e Gods, and fo1~ the depostiories of 
public treasure. Ti1e per:i.pteros o-· flanking colurr~l'1S of a Grecian 'ou:i.ld­
i.ng procluces a decidedly beautiful feature in arc!:.i trave. 3ut they can­
not be applied -r:i t~1 ti1eir proper effect to places of l.::usiness, 1'li ti1out a 
sacrifice of t:C10se principles c·~: . :~ ch i1ave a cc:astant ap) lication to in­

ternal uses and erronor.nJ. 
The design before us is of the Grecian Doric, characterised as 

:-IYPAZTHJ:.-.os, having ei;;ht fluted columns 4 feet 6 inc:1es in· d:Lameter, 
er.Jbracing the Yviwle fror1t, talc en from the Parthenon, or temple of :;linerva, 
Hecato;·~lpeclon at Athens, being 0i vested of t:i1e columns of the peripteros 
and pronaus, of the suu.lptured metopes of the freize, and the oasso­
rehevo f .. gu:tes in the Humpanur,1 of t~1e pedin:ent. 

Ti1e colurni1S rise from a basement 6 feet in elevation su~Jporting 
a planin entablature, extencl.iDg along the sides of a para:aelogram 86 
by 160 feet including the body of the bu~_ldint:; and porticos that pToject 
10 feet 6 i.:1c:1es fro;,_ each o.t th.: fronts. The ve:."tica.l a:1gle of t~1e 
pediL::ent is 152 degrees forE:inc; an uninterrupted 1 :'.ne from end to end 
of the ridse or ape:~ of the roof. 

T;1e asce;.1t to trl8 proticos fror:1 the street is by a flight of six 
steps, to a terrace Ol' platform, extendi:ng 16 feet o:1 eaci1 flank, and 
in front of the eclifice. 

~t is on this terrace that the bu ~dir:;:; is reared, and. from v.ihich 
it derived a great ~..)ortion of its effect. The gateways on the right and 
left, open L1to paved .s.venues, l!l'!ich extend from Chestnut to Library 
streets, along eac11 of the flanks se1·ving to insulate the buildinG fl~o:·.l 
surrounding objects, it iJe~_ng inc ~_osed along thesesavenues by a l'eturn 
of the iron railing e.xl1ibi ted in the front elevation. 

This edilice is situated :)_n a nol·th and south direct:'.on front:..ng 
on Uhestnut and Liorary- St:teets. 
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Footnotes on the Second Ba Jclof the United States C;ontlimued 

"12. Continued 
Its length includ:..nc; the prtico, is 161 feet, and '...J readihh in 

front 87 feet. The floor of the principal or ground story is eleva­
ted 9 feet, surrounded on all sides by a terrace l4 feet wide, rising 
3 .:eet vJide, and paved -vvith large flag stones jointed tegether. The 
:r.·B:Ln entrance is fron Chestnut .Street, by a flight of marble steps 
extendL1g alons the -.:hole fro .t of the portico .u 

'1-3. Letter Dated ~:J8.y 28, 1868 T-:ritten by Chas. S. Close,S:.lpt • .App Stmes. 

U.S. APP S'.eNES 
E1ila. r:.ay 28th 1868 

Sir 
I have had interviews -with several persons who are in the paving 

line and the best offer to have tl1e Easterh Avenue alongside the Custom 
House paved is : ;~2.75/100 dollars per yard for Cubical Granite bloclcs, 
similar to those in the avem:_e on the -.,·est side say 436 yards- I -rmuld 
suggest a uore el&:onornical and sui table plan T:ould be to leave the present 
herring b one edgeways paving scuth of the turning plc.ces as it is, put 
the granite blocks 1'fnere the ~_-_nloading is done, put Flag Tram way for 
the r;heels to track south of truning place a:1d fill ::.n and outside of 
the tram way with the best of the brick that are now there. please see 
rough }:·lot on 2nd leaf, A represents 2 fe11der posts, one of vlhich is 
broken off, - B rep1·esents the tram vray for wheels to trac;: on, Three 
of t:-:.e Cs represent t.~1e portion to be repaired -;;ith brick laid ~{erring 
bone edgeways, Cr represents the porti_on that is not in bad_ co:1c.h t:~on, 
D represents the orption -rtne1·e the t,_,_rnig and loading and un:oading is 
done, wmch I propose s.>1all be done with the Granite- or Blelgian pave­
ment, E s ~o-r;s the opening to be enla!'ged to admi.tK goods, FF s . :ow the 
raised pJa tform the corners of vr~ _ich are to be removed as shoV1lJl. 

A.B. i:Lullett Esq. 
Supervis ory Arcni teet 
Treas Dept. 

Very respectf1.:.lly 
signed Chas. S. Close 

Supt. Ap). Stnes. 



Fottnotea on the Second Bank of the United States Continued. 

41'4. Letter fror.1 John Li:cArthur Jr., Supt. of ii.epa~~s April 25. 1881 

Office of Superintendent of Constructt6n 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

James G. Hill Zsq. 
Su::,:Jervising Architect 
T~easury Department 
1':"ashington D.C. 

Sir:-

April 25, 1881 

In accordance with the request contained in your letter of the 
13th inst, I >.ave estimated the cost of ridening the Alley-way between 
the Custom House and the U.S. Court and Post Office Building, tn this 
City, and find that the proposed alterations rr:ay be €xecuted, as sJ.1oTm 
on the annexed dia ::._ram, for a sum r..ot exceeding ii;695. 

The said alterations to consist of reE;oving, redressing, and 
re-setting the marble coping; taking dmm the stone -rrall, I'Jhich is 3 
feet in height and re-buildinc it on the new line of terrace; removing 
the earth to the depth of 8 inches below the surface of the paven:.ent; 
concreting the s ~-:ace, and finis ing J.:.!1e same with an asphaltum roadway 
4 inches tl1ick. 

I am of the opinion, that these alterations vrill not in;·ure the 
arc hi te ctural ap:_-;earance of the Custom HOuse, whiile at the sa:rre time they 
·will facilitate the pl".Jsecution of the Public business connected with the 
Post Office, Ylhich is now greatly j_mpeded by the want of space for the 
maLL wagons. I therefore respectfully recommend that I be authorized to 
have the same executed at a cost not exceeding the some abave stated • 

.Respectfully 
signed John &cArthur Jr. 

Superintendent of :tepa±rs 



~5. "Appraisal - Project "A" - Parcel #20 , Drexel Building.n: 

Land Biscription 
Parcel "D" 

ALL THOSE CERTAIN biildings formerly known as the Philadelphia 
Post Office, but now designated as the Old Cout Hoase and Post Office 
and lot or piece of ground SITUATE in the 5th ward of the City of 
Philadelphia described according to a reeent survey ohereof made by 
W.C.Crammer, Surveyor and Regulator of the 3rd Survey District of the 
said City hereto attached and made part hereof as folliws, to wit: 
BEGINNING at a point on the South side of the new line of Chestnut 
Street and the West side of said passageway 19' in width above mentioned 
thence extending Southward along the West Line of the s_.d ~safeway 
220 16 3/411 to a poi~ in the North line of Library Street, thence 
Westward along the N rth line of the said Library Street 53 •2tt to a 
point ill~e in the line of land of the said blthon:y J. Drexel, 
said point being at &he distance of 88'9" Eastward from the East side 
of said 5th Street thence Northward along said last mentioned land 
73& to a point, thence Westward still along said last mentioned land 
on a line parallel with the said Library Street 5' to a point, thence 
Northward still along said las t mentioned land and land of the Indep&nd­
ence National Bank 147 1 6 7 /8" to a point in the new line of .A the said 
Chestnut Street, said point being at the distance of 83'6" Eastward f.om 
the East side of the said 5th Street and thence Eastward along the said 
line of the said Chestnut STreet 57 1loi" to the West side of the said 
passageway the first mentioned point and place of beginning. 

Easement 
itaixu:la TOGETHER w1 th the use and enjoyment or the said passageway 

in common with the said u.s.A •• 

' ( ~ 



6 
Footnote 4lt 

Bank of U.S. Check No 330 
in folder 13 Box 55 
(Yi -2'7361 F) McAllister 8, 
Ridgeway Libraray 

Bank of u.s. 2nd 
Erectio of 

Amt. paid for work 
Nov. 17 1S20 

(Reverse side of Check) Office of the Building of the Bank 
of the United States 

Aleander Pampton in .f'ull 6er 133 ft. 9 in of marble coping for wall 
between Bank and Mr. Kuhn's houwe $ 1.33.75 

Wm. Stricklaad. Archt. Thos.P Robelrt& Clerk of the works 
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A REIBORT ON TilE GROUNrB SURROUNDING THE "SECOND BAN{( OF THE UNITED STA~ES" 
WITH EMPHASIS ON CONDITIONS IlJRING THE . PERIOD OF g( 1819-18.36)E:0 · • . : 

~'-" -- -...,.-~~. ". • .f F- - \ f 

CAST IRON FENCE !~I ·' ! , , ,j .. ' 

CHESTNUT STREET 

A cast iron fence similar to that exisitng on the Library 

Street approach, existed on either side of the terrace along 

Chestnut Street. 

EAST SIDE OF TERRACE, CHESTNUT STREET 

on the east side of the building terrace along Chestnut Stree~' 

the cast iron fence was separated into three sections. One section 

was attached to the Browne and Robb building later the Western Bank. The 

center section consisted of two gates and the third section was attached 

to the terrace wall. The space occupied b;y these sections was ~JJ 

Ot..~J' 
19'0" broken down as foll~ '4'9", 8'0", and 6'.3" respective~. 

. ' 
There were four and three quarter units of the large circular 

part of the cast iron fence pattern used in these three sections. 

One large circular part was attached to the Browne and Robb bu1ding, 

the two gates eensisted of onte circular unit each, and the sect'on 

attached to the terrace wall consisted of one and three cquarter units 

of the large circular part of the cast-iron fence. 

A row of small rings was incorporated along th~ bottom of the 
A, ' ~, : ~ J ~ ~ ~ : f ;' ~ f i J ' ·~ 
' • ; I 

large 'circular units of the cast--iron fence on this side of the building 

terrace only. These rings were similar to those appearing on the 
!.".~~, '• 

existing gates on Library Stree~. ~ purpoae and function was to 

bring the top of the cast iron fence level with the top of the terrace 

wall. Chestnut street sloped from west to east as it still does and 

the rings were addOO to compensate .for the grade change. Below the 1""~~:~,,:": 
Castriron fence and on which it stood, was a stone curb which was ·. ·• \ ' ;t .':''' 

\ ~ - .. 
Ft1flltl: s ~··111~tS·' 

exposed about 4" above gpuund level. ~~Retea 5,6,8,12,1.3,15,17,19j2o, 

show the construction details of the ~ +~·i 
~as~ ron fence and its placement. 

1. 



r 
CAST ffiON FENCE CONTINUED 

\ 
WEST SIDE OF TERRACE, DIESTNUT STREET 

On the west side of the building terrace, along Chestnut Street, 

the cast iron fence ~R was again broken into three sections~ One 

section1 co~ting of one unit of the large circular pattern of the ~as~ 

iron fence~ occupjing 4'9", was attached to Norris Row and later to the 

United States Post office. The center unit consisted of two gated and 

occupied 8'011 leaving W. 6•.3" utc«x or room for one and three quarter 

units of the cast-iron large circular fence pattern. The total distance 

from the terrace wall to the property line was 19'0" or the width of the 

paasage~y on the west side of the building terrace as per deed discription. r i.illl~F~ 
(see B:&~ te a5) This total number of sections c~rresponde with that on 

the east side of the building terrace and occupied the same amount of space. 

Most drawings show five units of the cast iron circular fence pattean on 

this side of the building terrace, but the space spaned by this fence wouid 

Allow room for four and three quarter &Btts • 

The cast iron fence on this side of the buiJding terrace conilisted 

pmllr pf tte }.arge ctlrcllJ.ar felloe pattern and did not have a row of small 

rings on the bottomtas that on the east side. This was due to the fact 

that~ Chestnut street slopes from west to east on this site, 

and in order that the fence be level with thet top of the terrace wall, 

the small row of tings were eliminated. However there was a stone curbing 

on which the fence was secured. The height from present grade to the top 

2 . 
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CAST IRON FENCE Continued 

IlBRARY STREET 

The Cast Iron Fenci ran c&mpletely along the top of the terrace 

wail and extended over the passageways on top of wing walls being disrupted 

only by gateways on each passageway and one in the center of thi terzice 

wall leading into the Librasy Street enbrance to the building. The gateways 

were 8 '0" wide and contained ~ gates, similar to the oneo existing in 

the center entrance on Library street. Each gate contained one large circular 

fence pattern along with a row of small rings kBi immediately below them, then 

a row of bars, and the small row of rings repeated again. Upon close examin-

ation of the gates leading into the East passageway, it has been observed 

that the gateway has been widened as have the gates to permit passage of 

present day vehicles. The original curbstone is stiil in use although it 

has been moved and cente~on the gates. It is believed that the section 

of terrace wall and wing wall runqing from the center gates to the East 

gates has not been altered and is 59'3" long and contains the original 

~ units of the cast iron fence. 
..(,r,p (,. 1. 

(see fcet&9te 1). The section of 

the terrace wall and wing wall running from the center gates to the West 

gates has been altered and it toois believed to have been ~ 59'3" long 
I I 

and contained the same number of units of the cast iron fencw. Since 

there were three gateways occuping a total of 24 fee:,and the terraee 

walls mentioned above occupied 118 feet 6 inches) the remai~l5 feet 

i inches was divided between the west wing wall west of the~gates and 

the east wing wall east of the east gates in this manner; ?•li" on the 
~ 

west as it was the amount of space remaining from the propertj line to 

the west gates;and 7' 11" on the east of the east gates to the east 

property line. win 11 eas tes had two compietea 

unitea of the fence with the 2 part arcs on the ends , The wi~ wal of ()l.i ~ 

t t h <J!; sr ,;~~;'r~ wes ga es ad two complete units3also)b)rt only one part arc.(see 'I ,,,,,., t/
9
1 
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TERRACE WALL 

"' The terrace wall ran completely arond the building~ excepting for 
~~ '\ 

the Library i}reet center entrance, and ~a:p::~~~:~~ ~EC::~~ ~ U~ 
and west sides of the building at: the ceubaP liRere leaeii:ng and as:d:oa6l£Rg fv.-<lC4tM!.,:t 

!tonto t11e cellar took plare. Its construction was similar to that (,:~./ /t;/ ... } 
f ';' +·"' \.\t· ·. ~~ ~.. ." __ . . ·,.> 

existingfon the East side of the building along the East passageway. 

~ Ter.;ace mall a1eRg Cbestnut Street 

Along Chestnut Street,tthe terr 
• 

frorr}-of the buildiM t~oi~s 19' from each side boundary ine. There 
~ <t~Jw.bt,_, 

wereaH y steps along the .t'rontof the building leading from Chestnut 

Street to the top
11 

of the terrace wall. Ih:~;! were located just insdl.de 
1 

~ the cast iron fence on either side of the building and led ~ to the •
1 /)n f/~c INtJ t- 1.~o4,. th~ JIJ< h 

top of the terrace walls, ft om cue passage df~h ( AHeSt were six feading 

to the top of the terrace wall,i~ the tegace wall itsell,alilng tM 
-f·~.;rt.. (; ~ ~i't~ f1r« !tl)l ~dh 

nresb pas:sa~a.&yw (see :f'ee1i ate 22) Jhere were seven st~ps1 H tbe elilst. siAe 
h ~ ~ '~ CH '-1 b t CA 1..4.) (.. Cl t I h (£, /',q f-0. t) q, ' ;::, 'f ~ t;t,.,__ 

~~ tali t.euac.p, thiS &gain &as due bo 'W!e:Stgee:6 grade. ~eetBQtes 4,5,4, 

~9, show the terrace wall ac,ross 

de.fQt7S prior to 4!M 1838, i-R t:Re'r d•phrtion. 

the sides of the building terrace~ 

o.r wd/ IHJ :,;1he.1' 
the front of the buildimg aAd da~ 

~,.;v•<i_ 

Jilt o+ as. 4, 5, 6, 7, sh~;the steps on 

Terrace Wall along the East Passageway. 

'.1'he terrace ,wall eftsti138falong the East passageway is locat,ed 
. . ~,...,;- A.ta) f€.tt-

on the orJ.gJ.nal site. lround 1868 the opening leading to the cellar was 
p~t-na 1- )'I.-f.. 

enlarged(angled) to ~easier loading and unloading of goods. (see fooenote l)r• I( rr~s I 

23t, Th~eei"""h~~etP!Ifll&ltC!t!er'l*ffitwl~l~ii.&,Q 13 •6" "'MiC from. t~1e s. 1d:e '0!'. t.he pup~ing prop er. ' 

fc 
ciwJA-O.fJf'C f' 1M-\ Uu; ~bd-i Mt ~ tkic ~ QR 

This distance corresponds with the oundations uncovered.·A. on. the west side. 
,.,,1!1'1#/Jb 

.,£ blf:S baiJ di.J:lg(duri.ng tic •uitiil't exca1Jatj~ons t~ .j nstall a steam Bn,. l'he 
. . ~ -u..... ~-{.l"~ct Wl.~~. 

W1dth of the open1ng to allow goods to be atrloaaea was 8'7". This again 

is~ evidencedrecorded u~n the recent excavation. and Qaft be seeR~~ 
f b~ 
~ the Field notebook titled "Second Bank of tae u.s., 

'i w. ....... ) 
2,5,6,7,15,~,,1~,~19 show this terrace wall. 

~''iUI't.!/ 
Fee•ua:t:es 



TERRACE WALL( CO~INUED} 
TERRACE WALL, WEST PASSAGIWAY - ' Recent excavations for the installatlon of a steam line uncoverea 

the foundationx walls of the west terrace wall. It 'WaS noted that the 
' 

terrace wall was 13~6" out from the bui1ding proper and the opening leading 

to the cellar doors at the center of the building was 8'7"• These figures 

are4 recorded in a field notebooli titled "Second Bank of the u:s. 11954n 
~~ , I r. ~~ 0.1/Uht::ces r t~ 
l"u • J.e .4 isd:lt 11 the removal of the terrace wall around 1881, Ptiob:Mw 

( ,q.JI(, 

2,4,7,12,13,15,17,18 show the terrace wall on this side. ~ee* =~e 18 
'·~.;;(tJ 

also show the openigg leading to the center of the buildigg as do fuut•••es 

2 and 7. 

TERRACE WALL, LIBRARY STREET 

Except for the portion of the wall cut offon the west side 

of the building along Library Street, the terrace wall on Library Street 
,._,. ...... .,;, 

is the same as the original. See .su•!l;tas 2 and 18. 

CHEEK WALLS 

CHEEK WALIS, CHESTNIIT STREET 

On the steps leading up from the terrace to the portico, there 
I 

were cheek wallS<similar to those existing at present on the Library Street 

approach. Upon close examination of the Chestnut Street steps it can be 

seen that there have been changes made to the~~. The side stones have 

been cut and stepped, and the treads on either end of the stairs are of the 

approximate length or width of the cheek wall.and much shorter than the 
(-,~v~~~ ~ 

average length of the other treads in the stairs. Pabba:t86 1,,.8; t; Ftc, 

1;1;~ 10, show these cheek walls on the Chestndt street frontoof the 

building. 

CHUikWJ.LIS, LIBRARY STREET. 

THE cheek walls on library Street are original. 



FENDER POSTS 

THERE are at present 2 render posts on the Library Street approach 

to the East passageway. It is noted that there were fender posts located 

on bhis site as eaily as 1868 and possibly as· far back as 1824. See 
"'i p11 1 .fllc'•!~M: 

f6otnote -3. It :l!s ~ that vehicular trafti:c approached the buil4ilng 

passageways only from Library Street and therefore that there were also 

renderposts on the West passageway entrance. The Chestnut street. entrances 

do not show any fender ~osts in any of the drawings or photos and therefore 
~~ :·{>~( ~ 

it is ~ that there weren't ~· 

CARRIAGE BLOCKS 

CIRRIAGE BLOCKS, Chestnut Street 

A carriage blokk or hexangular shape was located west of the 

center of the building on the pavement along Chestnut Street. 
" . 

r/· ·t\~~ {( 
( 

~ ' I sees u u• .e 

3,4,1~,12,17) Oqe rectangular carriage 
-f,4,rd'El 

block can be seen in ~ee*notes 11 and 

17 to the west of the hexangular block. 

U.RRU;l!EI BLOCKS, LIB-;.ARY STREET 
.. 1"1~ dittt'f {or fhe fY'tiCVJfC 

wE_ ~ have .,- evidence/\ of ~ carriage blocks ,.; e+i:ng on 
A how!fvtH'J .f,~vft. 

Library street in the vicinity of this building' aut fu·m a photo (J!ri iaete 
ShqWI~ 

18) tm" are--~:tea to believe tha 'b \ftepe wePe s:h~~ buggies ._ parked on this 

side. FI~J?tll. 1® ft.ift?C.{i +his, 
LAMPS 

LAMPS, CHESTNUT STREET 

Th a s was ,4. street lamp 1• hd along the curb on Chestnut Stnet 
A 

East ot the center or the building about 6o feet from the East pmoperty 
f.~vr~~ I 

line~ (See £w' •mtas 3,5,17119.). 

I.,amps 'hAST PASSAGEWAY 
~~tfht¥" WCIJ 
~i•t ..... lamp located inside the East Passageway south of 

II _f2:4\l "(~~ 

thesteps leading up to the terrace. (See .hd ZS"'es 415112} 

6, 



LAMPS 

LAMPS, WEST PASSAGEWAY 
A 1hnil - tf!/tl ·;· 

Tftere wa1 a lamp locatedQn the sect~on of the Cast iron Fence 
. ~ ~a~ 

attached to Norris Row.' Th~ design of this lamp cantbe found in "Colonial 

Iron Work in Philadelphia". (see footnote •1) The lamp was attached to 

the top of the cast iron fe~ce between an ar;ow head. Vee f?t~;~#!s 4,9, 

12, 11, ,. +~I , 
LAMPS, I TM ARY STREET - / ~• . 

Between 1~63-1881 :he[,e .;;,s ·t~, , ~~~ lca•a~att 1 • library Street/ 
..,~~ H\ ,.b .n-v· ~ - ' · , 

The lamp iliillt similar design .as cilif'c une i!li:hiz ms 1 44411111;;ed- ~n Chestnut Street 
~ e:l ween. . ,., 

~ 1S27 and 1839, and~ located about 10 to 12 feet west ofthe center of 
.-(. 'h,. !> 

the building alone the curb on Library Street., (see :f'l a: I ws 5, 7, 18, 19.),. 
··'·ttt-cs ,., ' · 

IMes ts~~ndieat-e4 by Mr. Wm_ A.~.~~:~fu &X ;u that there· were 

lamps attached on t,he to:p:. of the fence along ~8rary · Street. A measured 
t& . ! !: u~ ~s !::':.-~ ··'"'~' · tcYJ<J·· •• : -········,.-.._,~~~ • 

drawing of them !!JIJ n\::~~onial Ironwork in Philadelphia') I .ln a leeter 
-~~-~- -" P.~ 

to Independence National Historical Park, dated March 24, 1955,Mr. Dunn 

. r_eeoofirms the existance of such lamps on the fence at the time of his 

recording of the fence in 1929-1930. Th6tr exact location and number is 

not known -~!Jill; 'fifiil .. mt. • 
- (t~l}t·e. 

From a drawing by Strickland(:£'l'itttwtv 3) we note 
~cJJ 

that Q lamps are attached to the top of the fence in a view of Chestnut 

it does suggest the location of the Lamps on the ·fence mn Library Street. 

This location seems to be at a point which is the terminus of the terrace 

walls and at which the wing walls begin. Upon inspection of the existing 

section of fence at this point, tbere can be seen two bolts,larger than 

those used to connect the fence sections and space the p~per distance 
\ 

apart necessary to attach the wrought iron lamp to the tepQ~~~ee footnote 

#1), Every view we possess of the Library street facade of the building 
dc(Jf~ C. ~ t r: 

.&Xi§_ .~' _ show the terminal points of the side terrace walls and there-
~·no't 

for we ~-have any photographic r~cord to substantiate tlds matter. 



PASSAGEWAYS 

EAST PASSAGEWAY 

The passageway on the East side of the building is 19 • wide at 

Chestrnlt Street and 22 '1011 wide at Library Street. The difference in Width 

at thewe two points is due to the jogs made by the property line along the 

east side. According to a report by Stricklaad(see footnote 12) the pass-
'£ 

ageways were paved. Ina letter dated May 28, 18 68by Chas. Close(~ote 

,3) considerati ~n is being made eet the repaving or the passageway and it 

is suggested that the No~h secttiDn of the passageway remain in the o~ 

paving bricks which were laid in a heringbone pattern edgeways. 
~Vt'rn.. /" Tree s were placed within the passageways about 3 feet out feM 1the 

.(( base of the terrace WB;ll~. (sea ~ 5,10,13,14,16,1? 18,l9J , L ,.A,·?t 
' ::, Am011q fh~ .:J~tqltl~l' vcc.u'h~~~~ y:r~ rvrve.f ed ~l1r 7(; ~W(J\1 .. ') .'1)' 
: Ift i)lse fecozds o£ eAescks ga t:i:b :i:R 11ft& ~e+na seeM:eR ef ~is of~e, 

HH~~~ Is 1,;\ \1~ f:rJr td t-t#<-h ~',· 'Y rh ';, 
-i-t is J:I.Qt&a tltab a sbed da-eeQ Aug ll, 1 821 Jitttde wt: as fe~91AiJ: "Michael 

and Samel Fox on acct. of bricks delivered for pavement, &c. $500.00". 

and also a cheek was issued on July 6, 1821 to "John Stull in full for 

digging foundation for pavement, gravel for ditto, and hauling dirt ?2.2~ 

This plus the letter concerning the brick pavement seems to authenticate 

Stricklands statement that the passagewasy were paved. 

\....::-) WEST PASSAGEWAY 

The passageway on the west side or the building was 19' wide 

along Chestnut Street (seefootnote «s) and 21 110" wide along Library Street. 

The difference in width was due to the fact that the building was placel 

parallel to Chestnut Street and the West property line is not at right angles 

to Chestnut Street. This passageway was alee paTed as stated above. 

Trees also lined this passageway and were about 3 feet out from the 

terrace wall, the reason for this being that this was the approximate 

center of the open area between the buildings neighboring the property 
.ftqc.;~t(e .... ~lf 

and the building itself. See~ 4,5,?,9,10,12,?!Jifs }4,1 ,,lE;lR,lS.. 

8 
------ - - - - - -



PAVING 

PAVINm, WALKS ALONG CHESTNUT AND LIBRARY STREETS 

The sidewalks in front of the.building and in back of the 

building along the terrace walls was paved with large blocks of flagstones .. ,I ~ .. y ~(} 

jointed together. see ~ll....SS 4,8,11,13,15,1$,18,19,20. In substantiating 

this, we aave a record of che~cks made out to "Samuel Haines for regulating 

clirb stone 4 • .50" dated June 15, 182ljone made out. to "Geoarge G/ Leiper for 

1.50 ft curb stone @ 75¢ 112.50" dated Aug 24, 1821 (this is the frontage 
. ~0 

of the property along Chestrrut Street). A check was ~ made · out to "Flag 
" 

stone cutters 44.86! " ~ated October 13, 1820 and....., _to"Nicholas Struck 

porterage of flagging, marble, poles, etc, 66.37" dated November 10, 1820• 

P*VING, PASSAGEWAYS 

The passageways were paved of brick laid edgeways in a herring­

bone pattern, see footnotes p andl3 • and also the statemaat made regarding 

the passageways in this report• 

PAVING, TERRACES 

The teraaces were paved with large flag stones jointed together~ 

(see footnmt~). A record of cheeks issued at the time of construction 
1/IJ rP6 ~ "rtl. t'~S 1 ' 1~11 ~1/~·~~'JIIt/PP) ~~ C.,/,A.S ~ . · . 

("OA i!ile :i:!t bhe !de b<>.P,.:csex !J oa e~e srlici\e ae :ielie•Fftd. "Flag stone cutters 
q~>& ._ 

44.86!" dated. Oct 13, lB20 and a lfa,k dated November 10, 1820~elp < 

substan\tiate · the fact that flagging was u~ on the terraces._\ ~Nickolas : 

·.struck porterage of flagging, marble, ~~ etc, 66,37''l· 
f'OIS~ ~~ 



TREES 

TREES, CHESTNUT A!I:'D. LIB~REETS 
c:t,.IQli'H'l "'f 

There were no trees lining either Chestnut Street or Livrary 
~ . 

Street in the vicinity of the Sectmnd Bank of the UnitedtStatea (see 
~.,~.b . 

· ~10&s 1 thru 20). 

Trees, EAST WEST PASSAGEWAYS 
.f- fl 

.. } ... ,~ ... t.' t,.J..-1,~ .... 7 <i 0 " ""-• ; tf~ 

~~ iHi~etiNGLE row of trees on each side of the building 
1 ~t ~ ~~· · -·- " '~~_,.,-:~·~ ~~ df) ').,;.k ~~!" 

about/ to$ feet out from the terrace wall. ~·the number of trees 
- b~ ,~, 

in each passagewa~-~dfl •Ls=ew, but frn 1 _study '-' the dra,wings and 

photos available, we mote that the trees started at a point opposite the 

::::r o;f t::• b:t~::d::g :::;~::::: • :::::a~:: .. ~~~::; ::;:\ 
~is 1 the space was limited to planting in the 19' area in the passageway } 

and the 13! foot area of the ter~ac:s. )Fr~m all available evid~nce it ~~ 
1 

believed that the trees were .~- :ln lmmber in each passageny and that ) 

f they were ppaced 30 feet apart. (Mr~J,fS';,~i6,-~l:#j9$) · ~ / 
i fc ~')~.)-\'<'~ 
~ee ~etae~ee ~s,~,Y>,ll,t:t, 1.,,1:4,15,16,l:9,181l.g: for trees,) 

~I s; 8 +J.- I., ·fc,_ -ircc..c, . ·.· ·-· . 

10 



Brick Walls 

4
West Side of the Property ---. 

8 t 'tflrick wall with a marble coping was built in 1820 on the 
:est s lie of the property line on the property of lr. H. Kuhn 

on Norris Row. This wa.l;t Wa.s. 1.3.3 'f" long (see footnote JS). 
111 •1~"' 

From the Horace \tklls Sellers collection(footz:~,ote-14)we observe 

that a brick wall enclosed part of the back yards of the Norris 

Row building. By measuring from the Library Street Freestanding 

Wall withtr~aat iron fence 133'9" we come to a point approximately 
1\ 

26' from the rear of the Norris Row ·building. This ,.,PO}at is also 
.f1 ;:+t. 

,the same app~e point of intersection as shown in r~ote 14. 

0f f- ~elieve~that the wall immediatil.y ~o the rear of Norris row was 

in existance at the tine the ~econd ~ank was being built t.al'ld--'that-' 

jn order to enclose the passageway completely the Second Bank . a;kc:~ 
~:~ re~~vea permission to build the wall on the property of 

ktJ)V;v ? f). ·' 
Mr Dhn. As to the height of the wall, we note that in the cieild: di.Jl.Le"l 

description tb the property west of the~econd !ank a restrictive 

clause mentions the height of S'. nRestriction: And subject also 

the express restrictions and positive prohibition that no building 

or obstruction whatever shall at any tite or times hereafter be 

built upon the herby granted ilot of graund in the rear oP South 

of the building now erected thereon exceeding in height the present 

partition wall being 8• from the surface of the ground on the East 

line of the said lot". 



Brick Walls Cont. 

East side of the Property Line. 
. 1<1)1'-f4 ;;; '7<v-f1 ~.('... 

Although I-have-be&n-unabl&-to-..,find. -any mention" of a brick wall " . . elf ,;o +•A--v- '•: . {W 
on the East side of the building, bT!mi!y believe! that said wall was in 

~~~" ~~ 
existlance _.~ eaiag 7 $- prior to the" Second Bank or~ at the same 

time. It seems logical that poth passageways be enclosed since the fromt 
H:l~tMl, ~() M 

and back or the buiding ~ and ~ the Second Bank paid for a wall on 

the west side of their property. Upon close examin*tion of the existing 
..;l> M..C h.-J ~v 

wall on the east side of the property, ~" observed that the wall is 
h:~e, ' 

not on the property of the ~econd ~ank and .a.. iw'"' a simi.J.ar1~,!_,~ll«Uon to 

that on the West side1-in that it is not on the ~OOn~ property~{ r:t~ 
- '~ - ·-·- .•.. ··--- ·- . .- .~ . 



. . ' ... 

OBSERVA'I'Icm3 

After making a study of the grounds surrounding the second Bank of 

the United States from all material& available to me, I find that in the 

report made by Wm Strickl~nd in "The Port Folio" tf6otnote ~) that there 

are discrepancies in the dimensions he gives for the terraces and like. 

Since the report was published during the construction of the building 

it seems logical that changes occured in the course or -construction and 
1:~ .v. •)'"A~!.k~6 'p 
t~e report has erronious dimeniions. · 

Between 1836 and 1838 major changes took place mn the grounds around 

the Second Bank. ~his was the period during ~bh the building ceased to 

be the Second Bank of the United States, and became the United States 
~'f 

Bank of Pennsylvania. In likes Qtilr i&t 1s b9ok "William Stricklaad"J and 
Hv tt: 1-l'l»~Hl G,/lchr;~l: I 

again in her suppleaant to t~ook states that William Strickland was 

called in to do bbe remodelling of this building in 1836-38. Although 

her reference to the source for this statement is inc~nclusive, we feel 
t.: ~, 

that it is a very logical statement in that Strickland supervised the • , \'-. 
--~ . - ,. ·-- -~~ ---~- -· ·- ..... - .. tl~, _·, , ' "' .•' ' 

constructiubn of this_ bu~lding~- was ca7_i~d - ~pon in 1844 to· ~-pervisi{ ~i'_r~' ~:·~ . 
. - . ·. •. ,r_ t~t' t1~ ~ q '* \ "~ < 
~.!:e~~~.::~ng of t)Mt"'~ng-.~_o __ th_e_ ~s~~~- ~o~~~ :J During this v 

period of change, Mr Strickland designed and built for the Philadelphia 

Bank, on the East of the United States Bank a new building
1
•and there 

~ .• • ~""'\ 1:, 1 ~-tta~~~ . . ., :~ f\ 
fore it makes it even more logical that he would undertake the remodelling 

~ ~1~ (). ,\ ' ~~ ... ~ ·/~ ""' ,, 

of this building at this time. 
~ -

'.There haa been some conclusions dr c-.wn by me after studying ~this 

report, but I have been very careful in trying to keep them separate 

from the facts. It is hoped that maybe in the future more material will 

do~ to the fore, but until then, we feel that we have done all we couild ~ 

on this matter. 

. i ... 



\) \'. \. 
.\ \\' . \ H 











Old PhiltJdelphia Cmtom Home 



bE Corner Stone 
for the Second Bank of the United States 
was laid October 19, 18J-9. The building was 
completed and opened for business in 1824. 
William Strickland was the architect and his 
name is engraved on the inside of one of the 
front porticos. 

All the marble in and outside the build­
ing is probably of Pennsylvania origin. The 
marble columns inside are of the Ionic order. 
The clock-face is surrounded by an Isthmian 
wreath carved in one entire block of Penn­
sylvania white marble. Most of the inner 
door jambs, sills and imposts are marble. 

It was during the time when this building 
was used as the Second Bank of the United 
States that the great controversy over the es­
tablishment of the Federal Monetary System 
took place between President Jackson and 
Nicholas Biddle, the President of the Bank. 
The charter was not renewed and the bank 
was then re-organized as the Second Bank 
of the United States of Philadelphia. Follow­
ing the great panic of 1837 the bank went 
out of existence. Later, the building was 
taken over by the government and for 89 
years, or until 1934, it was used as the 
United States Custom House. 

Rather than allow the edifice to be torn 
down or commercialized, several people in 
Philadelphia who were primarily interested 
in preserving it because of its architectural 
and historical features, succeeded in getting 
the building transferred to the United States 
Department of the Interior and set aside as 
a National Historic Site under the supervi­
sion of the National Park Service. 

In 1940 the Old Custom House was reno­
vated with WP A labor and with the assist­
ance of cash contributions from the Carl 
Schurz Memorial Foundation. It was, with 
the exception of a few of the rooms, restored 
to the condition in which it existed in 1824. 

The building was leased to the Carl 
Schurz Memorial Foundation, Inc., as cus­
todians, under the stipulation that they 
would be responsible for minor repairs and 
keep it open to the general public as a Na­
tional Historic Site. In return for this serv­
ice, the Carl Schurz Memorial Foundation has 

the use of the Old Philadelphia Custom 
House as its national headquarters. 

CARL ScHuRz MEMORIAL FouNDATION, INc. 

Custodiaus 



TilE SECOND BA. K 

or TilE U'IITED TATES 

llr <Arnt'r '\rom for tM Sl<onJ lbnk 
oltlu Unitnl St;J.IC\ •K..u bid O..:tober 1'1 

1<'11'1 T~ bui!Jm12 .,.,.s completed .l.od 
g~Jentd tur bu•mc-.~ in 1814 Willi;~.m 

l:imckb.nJ ... as tltc archrtect and hrs rume 

is tnRr.l\td on rhe insrdc of onc- or the 

trom portu:m. Thi~ bulhlln~ i~ the best M­

chitt<:u.uod <QI!Iplc of Cr«k rt\·iv:al in the 

Unitttl Statts. ;accordinfl to the ~arion.:.! 

P.uk Sendee. h i5 Kt:oblisMd ;~.s .1 ...;;~. 

uorul llr~tont Sne rn the c:ustooh ol tht­
Cul Schurz. \lnnori;d r"OUncb.11on lnl 



Till IIAI.I 

Tl•clouotclo.r//rnllttHnlnr>/ll•c fl/,11'/or/,r,/tl/rl'ldiii\IOm?-l"'HI.' 
rl rill r./t,r/ pLre".- I~• l>r.•l.l t"IIM l'fiUr.J/ a{follri ,---<On,trfs, I'IIIUKII/ 

ti'C:rtll!•h ,/,i•un 111'-'llP lllfl'llrtlll lcrlllrt• drtol rlrtnii'C'f\11"11.'1 

wa~ Junn~ the time when thi~ huildin~ wa-. u-.ed :h the 

~ecnml Hank 1rf the Unlletl State-. that the (Creat contro\"er-.y 

over the e~tahlr-.hment uf the redernl \tonet;~ry Sy-.tcm mnk 

piau: I"H.'ty,·ecn Pn.-...itlcnt J;u.k')nn and Nich~las Biddle. the 

Prc-.rd~..·nt nf the Hank The charter Wil~ not rcnt!wed and the 

Bank wa' 1hcn re-organized .1-. the Scccml Bank of the United 

Statt..., nf Philadelphia follnwin~ the ~rcat panic ol UB7 the 

h;mk \1·ent nut nl c,i-.tcm:c later, the huildin~.t wa~ taken m·cr 

lw the $!tWcrnmcnt and fur JN year-.. or umil JlH·I it wa-. u~ed 

a~ the UrHil'tl St.llcs C":u .. tnrn llnu~e 

1[: 11 Philadelphia "'-Jawrnal Uank made ~uth u~c of 

it y,·hen Pre .. idcnt Puu~ rrokc tn the hank pcr;unncl 

un the <~hcmuon nf to-lay h, 19·17 The Penn Mutu<~l 

ln-.uranc:e mnpan)· ha .. a o.;uo.;tamm~ mcmhc,-..htp in 

the Carl Schurz. Memuri.1l ruumlatum "hit·h allows 

the me of e~ur hall for thl'ee affairs durin~ the year. 

You may he lntcrC)tcd in a '!timil;ar arrangement. 

In adJ11ion 10 the u~e t'f th is fine hall for o.;oc.;ia l (unc­

tion:., y,·c tl'tc it <:On!>tantly for art cxhihih and for the 

displa) of old coin... You will be lnterc<,ted in the 

t:umplttc 'et of U.S. frawon parer mr1ncy u'cd hy our 

(I:O\"emment after the Civil War whith has bcc..'ll 

luanetl t-:l u, hy juliu~ \'i'imlner 

Your ur~aniz.atiun ma} be IHokinM (...r ~uc..h a hall to 

at:commodate extra mural intere~" in thi .. cuion of 

the ,,!d city Write or phone I Omh.:ml 3-noH either 

h1r a rc-.en.;uion or Su,taininK ~lemhcro;hip. 

lPI'CHU\lO//•_,/lfloHIC1 d'l'ftll 

Cu~tod•.1l ch.11'1f~ lnr .an ~"~"''"* :.tf.atr 

CW>ta.dloll .:h.u11" for .1n afrrrnnon .llf.11r 
$2HW) 

Sl,-.00 

CARL ScHUM/ .\lt MOktAI hlll/o.;IIATIO~. ' "{ 

Ho Clll:ST/o.;UT STitt fT l'llll.AIIHI'IIIA 1> I'A 



ROBlHT \!ORRIS 




