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Although the first edition of this mimeographed pamphlet 
has been exhausted for several months, a lively demand for 
additional copies has persisted. It is in response to this 
decand that a second edition has been prepared. 

The editorial supervision of this edition has been 
graciouslY assumed by Hazel I-!unt Voth end Vlilliam Lippincott. 

May 1, 1938 J"olm C. Ewers 
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INTRODUCTION 

_________ !_ 

A. century ar.:o 8 lerge port ion of the high plAins country east 
of the Rockies was inhebited by a powerful, nou9.dic tribe of Indians 
known to ethnologists as th"! Teton I)<l.kotu·. The wide expanae of 
ter::-itory included in vm.at is now South Inkot3. fron:. the Missouri 
Valley westward, together with adjacent arees in Neb:raskn and \'.'Y­
oming north of the North Platte River, and smaJler portions of .routh­
v:estern North D:l.kota and southeastern Mor.tane., •Na:> ozcupied by the 
Teton and jealouslY guarded by them aP,eins t encroachment by surround­
ing hostile tribes. 

Over this country moved vast herds of Alr.eri~M bison, cOJII'llonly 
referred to as buffelo; f'eedine upon the luxuriant grasses native to 
the hi$ p1:UD.s rer;ion. For the Teton the buffalo constituted the 
staff of life. Their mode of lif'e was peculiarly ad~pted to buffalo 
hunting. Their major problen~ of food, clothing, and shelter all de­
pended on the buffelo for their solution. To tiD Teton of a century 
ago the presence of the buffalo was naturally ta%en for granted: it 
seAmed as_ much a p3.rt of Nature's plan as were the s1m in sumr:ter and 
the sn<Ws of winter. Up to this time the tribe's knowledge of the 
white man hod been limited to contacts 1ritha r8lo.tivel~r small number .. 
of explorers, traprers, nnd traders. SUch contacts ~•ere generally 
mutu.::U.ly satisfe.ctory and beneficial • 

In the years that :f.'-ellowed, thousands of VJhite i:no.igrants and for­
tune hunters ~3Ssed through the 1Bton country, killin~ lar~e numbers 
of buffalo an.d driving the remainder farther and farther from the well­
worn irmnieront tmils. The Teton were not slow to recognize the disas­
trous cultural implications of this destruction of the Bllimal which was 
so important to their way of living. They sour-ht to prevent white pas­
sage through their country, f'irst by force of argurr&nt; then, finding 
this of no avail, they resorted to armed resistance. Force did not 
solve the problem for the Teton; it only brought down ·an their heads 
large nwnbers of better equip:red fighting men of the United States 
Army, while the migrants' trains continued to roo~ thrOugh the Teton 
country, and the buffalo continued rapidly to decrease. The battles be­
tween soldiers ann Indians in thP. sixties and seventies were savagely 
fought by both sides. Finally, with the buffalo near:lnsextermination, 
and the possibility of cant inuirg their old way of life thereby made 
hopeless, the Teton accepted the Government's proposal to lay dOwn their 
arms and settle upon reservr,tions as wards of the United States. Here 
they have remained to the present day, trying to J:erform the difficult 
task of adarting t!'!emselves to a new way of life as sedent<:,ry agricul­
turists or cattle herders. 

The old nomadic life is gone forever. 
memories of a fe·.v old men and women of the 

It exists only in the 
tribe and in the liter-
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() Yellow - Ha.ti tat. 
Red - 1Iationul l'llonuments. 
Green - Natior:al 1'a=-k. 
Elue - State Parks. 

Ther8 arc tod.:y four National h.onuntP-nt::o, onP­
National Park a:td two Statf: r·arks wLich have muse­
·.ur,s in th~ area fcr::,erl-; ec·.~upiPd by Teton Dakota. 
'I'he habitat of the 'l'8tor. in the rr.id-ninetA.;-r.th cen­
tury is silowu on thP r.:&fl in yellow. 
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lliTROIXJCTION 

a.ture of the vr'~->ite uan. 3nt t"J.e stor~· of t~e Teton in the first 
three-quarters of the nineteenth century !'er.lfl.ins as t'ascinatinp; a 
bit of histor,r us eve:::" v;as written. 

Today, tl-tere n'"ly be formd wit~in the old Teton country one 
national park (Wind Cave}, four national monm1ents (Scotts BJuff, 
Devils Tower, Jewel Cave, e.nd Fossil C;.'cad), several pro :Posed or 
Sl.J8Seated Jllonur<cent sites, nnd two ver:r interestine stn.te parka situ­
ated in locations of peculiar historical sil;!lifica'1Ce (Guern.sey B.!ld 
Custer). {See }':~p No. 1, which locates these parks and r.lOUl.lF•ents.) 

It is fitting that t?le stor:r of the Teton should be graphical)y 
interpreted to an inteJ.•ested pubJ ic in the :r.mselElS of' these :parks 
and monur.lents. Although the hietory of the Teton \111) constitute but 
a small chapter in the tote] story to be interp~eted in most of these 
museums, it would be well to include e. series of exhi~i ts on the 
Teter.. in at l3ast one nuselll!l. The nuseu.'"'l at Custer State Par!( seef"...a 
to the writer to be the bsst Jocntion 'i'o!" t!li:s nore detailed museum 
treatreent of the ':"eton star~!. This Pftrl( is situated in the Black 
Hills, the ver:· heart of tr_e 'T'eton c our>_t~.r ·in t~e nid-nbeteenth 
ce!l.tltr:'!; its nano is h.se}18.ru'hl:' Jin1:cd ':lit!: the sto:.·:-r of the In­
dian wars in \i1hic1:. the na.jor :p;:~rt of the hostile Iudilm forces was 
made up of Teton; and it is in close _:1roxir:ity to tto Fine 1idr;c 
:i:oservation, pr-esent hone of the Oglala, the largest_ band of the 
Teton Inkota. · 

Before plannin~ l'lUseu;::. e:-:hibits on any subject, it is well 
to secu:re a corlJX"Wt, ordered, accurate corJrilation of factual in­
fomntion on the m,_bject in questiou. For rnav-:r subjects this in­
foms.tior> is obtDil"!able in a single pub] ication or a lin.!i ted se::"'ies 
of public::Itions. Such so'Jrces are av:1ihlble for a nunber of no1·thcrn 
Plains tribes. Z's~ecia..l]~r is this truB of the Blackfoot, Crow, 
Assini boine, Che:.ren"l.e, .Arapaho, <'.Il~- Or!tlha. ::Rtt such is _'lot the case 
vrl t!l the "1,oton ::Jnkota. r!o coL pact monograph or series of monographs 
is avnilable to cover adequately the et~~oJogy and history of the 
Teton. The data are scattered throueh a lar~e number of publications, 
some of which are more or less inacce~sible to the general reeder. 
The purpo3e of this paper is to brin~ together for the use of museum 
tcehr.ieians anrl artists data on the Te:::on which I:lfl.:/ be o~" vn1ue in 
rJ ann in~ a"'1<i c;:8>Jtir.r; P..useur_~ cxhi bit items to interrret the Teton 
story. This is not in"'enoiecl to be H r.>omp1ete etrJloJoc::· and history 
of the 7eton. It is merely a col'lpiJuti(,n of data on those o.spects 
of Teton cultu:-e .-:hich v:ilJ lend thets'3]Vns to :'U'RPhic p0rtrayal in 
nusoUI:".s. l!lnph!.!.sis is therefnre placed on the rtaterir>l c·.1] ture of 
t!"-.e tribe, and r0fe::-ences to i]}ustroticns wC1ich !"'13-~' 0e of value to 
r::.usetu-:1 rreronrators nre cited \it".ere it is felt such illustrations will 
be of value . 

v 
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.A la1·ge portion of the UniteU States east of 
the Rockies VIas oc('.upied by Siouar.. speo.kint; 
peoples at the tiwe of the first \7hite contact • 

( 1..fter Suanton' s da·"tA in Paullin Plate 33·),.-
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WHO WERE THE TE!'ON? 

It ia customary for students of the American Indian to identify 
tribes on the basis of the native languages spoken by them. On this 
basis the Teton may be prtmari~· classified as a Siouan-speaking group, 
since they used a dialect of that language. At the time of first white 
contact with the Indians of North America, more natives spol;re dialects 
of the Siouan tongue than any other language, with the sincle exception 
of Algonquian. ~1t juat as all English-spanking people today do not 
occupy a geographically continuous territory, so the Siouan-speaking 
Indians, when first encountere·d by Whites, did not inhabit a sinGle con­
tinuous area. {The distribution of Siouan-speaking peoples at the time 
of first contact is shown on Map No. 2.} 

West of the Mississippi the larr;est division of Siouan-sp3akin~ 
people was the l)lkota, comonly knovm as the Sioux. 'Tile Dakota were 
divided into seven groups: The Mdewnko..'"lton, i'lahpeton, Wahpekute, 
Sisseton, Yankton, Ye.nktonai, and Teton. The first four comprised the 
Santee or Easte:Fn D::lkota, \<tlo lived in Minnesota in th~ first half of' 
the nineteenth centUr"J; the Yankton and ·the Yanktonai held the eostern 
:portion of South I:nkota; and t-he Teton, the largest of the seven groups., 
occupied the portion of the Lnkota country from t!issouri River west­
ward. Much of the published I!lB.terial on the general subject of the D:t­
kota in reality deals only with the Eastern Ibkota, whose culture dif­
fered considerably from that of the Teton. This fact !!lUst be kept in 
mind in connection with res_earch on the Teton J)3.kota. 

The Teton also were divided into seven bands: Oglala, Brule, Black­
foot, Hinieonjou • Sans Arc • Two Kettle, and Hun!cpapa. These were in turn 
divided and subdivided into SMaller bands or village groups. 

{If further information on the identification of the Teton is de­
sired, consult Hodge, P..1rt II, pp. 736-37.) 

• • • • 
• • • 

• • 
• 
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PREHISTORIC MOVEMENT OF THE SIOUAN SPEAKING PEOPLES. 

Location of the Siouan speaking peoples several centuries 
before Columbus. 

Later no'rtheastwal"d movem~nt of Iroquoian peoples. 

Location or Siouan spebking peoples at the beginning of 
the 16th Century after the rcrent group h('.d bel':n .brckf1n 
up by the movement of the Iroquoiun peoples • 

Indicating overlaping area • 

Aft~r Bushnell, 1934) 
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THE ORIGTii M:D I.:IGRATIO!·J o:w TilL TETOI! 

The scattered location of groups of Indians spealcinp; dialects 
of a co~on lansuage (Siounn) at the be~inni~ of the historic 
period (as indicated on Map No.2) has n;iven rise to considerable 
speculation or.. the orir;in of these scnttered r:;roups. Obviously all 
of them must be descended fran a cannon g~oup of Siouan-s;enking 
peoples who at one tine inhabited a single ceor.;r-aphically continu­
ous area. Most serious students of the proble!'l believe that at one 
time this ancestral group occupied a continuous area east of the 
Mississippi and probably west of the Appalachians. Bushnell has 
placed this area in the Ohio Valle:•, with the greA.ter part of the 
early Siouo.n peoples Uvir..f': north of the Ohio in the present states 
of Illinois, Indiana, and Ohio, Fhile a sr.Ja.ller number were south 
of the Ohio ir.. Kentuck"J and West Vir~inia. {See J.~p J.To. 3.) '!'his 
i:!'lust have been several c-enturies prior to Colu."1bus' epoch-rnaki:.tc; 
journey to America in 1492. At a later, but still prehistoric, 
period a northwestern novenent of the powerful Iroquoinn peoples 
from west of the Hississippi split the Siouan peoples i11to sma.Jler 
grours, sOI!le of then novine eustvmrd and others westward. By the 
':leginnine: of the sixteenth century the Siounn peo:rles inhabited sev­
eral distinct nreP.s SOI"!e of which ·Here hundreds of r:iles apart. 
{See Map Fa. 3.) The D3.lmta \..rere then a nar"t of the northwestern 
Rrour • 

At the ber-inr.inr-; of the historic peri_o_d, vmstward expansion of 
Al~onquian peorles, :partic~l,_!'l;• the Ghip·;_.-e•.va, was forcinf' the r:nkota 
still farthe'r toward the '.'rest. Uhen f'irst '9ncountered by Whites in 
the r:idd.le of the l7t3 ce!ltUr'J, the D1ko~a were livinr: in the timber­
ed country at the western end of L<ke Su:perior, in Wisconsin a.nd 
~~innesota. ~e :prRssure fron the Chippewa increased after those In­
dians P..cquired firear~::s fro"' the Whites. Al thourch the Ihkota have 
steadfastly denied it, this }"lre.ssure from the east is @:enerally re­
garded by students of the :probleL as .::t str0nc·; factor in the movement 
of the rn.ajori ty of the D:tkota peoples fron the tinber out onto the 
Plair_s, 

In the van·;ue.rd Of the west;w:ud-no-;inrc Dl!(Otu we:.:·e the Teton. 
When first met by o1hite J.'len, the :'eta!"!, as the ~·testeTI:.!.Ost divisioli. 
of the IBkota, \':ere "llrer:ld.y ler:.vinr: the tinbered country for the 
prairie pleins of southwestern t~innesotu. Hennepin, who met sor.o..e of 
them in 1680, )laced the!'l in the nd<;hborhoud of Mille lEJ.cs in east 
central Minnesota, LeSueur, in 1700, found_ theu ne:u the present 
l.1ankato in the south central part of thoz state. He wo.s told that nt 
that tine the:.' lived entir-ely b;.· the chr:tse on the prairies, resided 
in lodr,es of skin, which the:- c~~r:c·ied with then, 11nd F.ade exrert use 
of the bow and a~row. (l:0bir-.sry-, }9Qil., p.4G.) 
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ORIGIN AND MIGRATION 

During the succeeding 125 years the Teton pushed gradually west­
ward, always seeking more favorable buffalo hunting grounds, wresting 
the territory from hostile tribes as they proceeded. This movement was 
facilitated by the acquisition of the horse, sometime prior to 1742. 

The sequence of the Teton movements westward within the historic 
period was as follows: (1} Big Stone Lake, between Minnesota and South 
Dakota {Robinson, 1904, p.22); (2) Eastern South Dakota, the valley of 
the Sioux and James Rivers (Robinson, 1904, p.23); {3) the Missouri Val~ 
ley (Robinson, 1904t p.24); (4) the Black Hills (Mallery, 1893, p.266); 
(5) Eastern Wyoming and south to the North Platte {Robinson, 1904, p.l4l). 

'lhe movement to the vicinity of Big Stone Lake seems to have been 
made without serious conflict with other tribes. But the valleys of the 
Sioux and ~ames Rivers were only secured after the Omaha had been driven 
south of the Missouri. During this migration the Teton learned of the 
superior hunting grounds beyond the Missouri and continued to move west­
ward. By the middle of the 18th century they had reached the Missouri 
Valley, only to find their way blocked by the Arikara. ~e ~issouri 
Valley was secured after a l.ong period of warfare 'When the Arikara- with­
drew up the Missouri River in 1?92. The Teton entered the Black Hills, 
favorite winter home of the buffalo, about 1765 and proceeded to dis­
possess the Cheyenne and Kiowa whom they found there. 'lb.e final west­
ward movement into Wyoming followed the defeat of the Crow in 1822-1923 
by the Teton and the Cheyenn~. 

Shortly after their conquest of the Missouri Valley the Teton turned 
over their former hunting territory in eastern South Dakota to their 
relatives, the Yankton Dakota. After about 1900 the true home of the 
Teton Dakota must be regarded as ~ of j;he Missouri Valltily • 

. ~-. (The origin of the Siouan peoples is discussed by: Mooney, 1894; 

" I 
' ,, 

Swanton and Dixon, pp.38?-389; J. 0. Dorsey, 1886; and especially Bush­
nell, 1934. Robinson is the principal authority on the migrations of 
the Teton.) 

"' "' * * * • • 
• • • 
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PHYSICAL APPEhRANCE OF Tllli TEIDN DAJ:OTA 

The Dakota or Sioux Indian has long been regarded by anthropol­
ogiets as one of the finest physical types of Inan. In appearance he is 
tall and well built, with skin color of reddish chocolate. His face is 
lo~, clear cut, and strong, with eagle nose and prooinent cheek bones. 
The countenances of many Teton individuals suggest both dignity and poise. 

In 1893 a total of 1431 Dakota individuals were observed and measured 
under the direction of Franz Boas. Many of these were Teton. The- data 
obtained were studied by L.R. Sullivan of the ~rican Museum of Natural 
Histo~y and prepared for publication in 1920. Although some findings are 
given for the Teton separately, the average measurements so nearly approxi­
mate those for the entire Dakota group that we may well ~~e the more cam­
plate data for the Dakota in the brief summary below: 

Hair color: almost uniformly block and straieht 
Eye color: usually dark brown to black 
Stature: male: 1?2.4 cm.,averaee 

female: 160 em., average 
Average difference in male and female stature: 12.4 em.. 
Range in stature: male: 152 em. to 190 em. 

female: 146 em. to 174 em .• 
Shoulder width: mule: 38.8 em., average 

female: 35.5 cm.,average 
Cephalic index: male: ?9.6 cffi.,&vera~e 

femc.le: 80.5 Cfu;; <t"Verage 

Comparative d~tu: 

Height: The Dakota are among the tallest of the American In-· 
di~lns, among whom the average stature ranges frol!l 153 centimeter.:; to 1?5 
centimettJ:rs. They are exceeded in stature only by the Maricopa, Creek, 
Winneba~o, Iroquois, Tlingit, ~nd Bororo outside the Plains, and by the 
Cheyenne, Arupaho, Crow, und Oooha of the Plains Indians. 

Head form: In heed form the Dakota ere classified ;:;.s 
:ro.esocepht~lic, their he[ldS being neither extremely long nor markedly 
broad. In this anne clussificr:tion c.re o lhl'Ge number of other North l".rrl 
South Americc.n Indian groups, DIDong which ure th0 m.jority of the tribes 
of the Plains, the Eastern Hoodlands, Muckenzio urea, t~nd n number of 
tribes in Southern California end Southwestern United Sktcs. 

(Should more deteiled datr:. be desired for ::m exhibit on the Teton 
physi eel type, consult Sulli vr~n 1 s 'Jillthr0pometrY''of' the Siomm Trib•::s. 
!>k..ny Teton indi vidu~ls, both m:-Ue <md fcoole, <:rc portrayed in Densmore's 
"Teton .Sioux Music~) 
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POPUlATION 

For the past century and a half., the Dakota have compL"iscd a large 
proportion of the Indian population of thB Grent Plains region. In 

? 

1?80, on the "basis of Mooney's careful estir.w.te, the D:lkota represented 
over one-sixth of the entlre Plains Indian population. In 190~ they 
formed over one-half the total population of the Plains tribes. (Mooney, 
1928, p.l3.) Tcday the Dakota conprise approximately one-tenth of the 
entire Indian popula.tion of the ·-United States. (See figures in Annual 
Report of Secretary of Interior, June 30, 1936.) The numerical strength 
of the I:Bkota over the entire period would aear.J. to avera~ abrut 26,000. 
(See Wissler, 1936, p.l4, for a table giving the best avnilable fip,ures 
on the number or the Dlkota at vurious dates since 1780.) 

The Teton were the most n,unerous of tte Dlkota divisions, compris­
ing fully one-half of the entire IE.koto. population. In 1840, Colin 
Campbell, in charge of the tro.di ng poSt at Fort Pierre, estimated their 
n1..lmber at 13,000. (Robinson, 1904, p.l9?.) Culbertson estilmted the 
Teton population in 1850 at 2280 lodees, which, computed on the basis 
of eight persons to a lod~, gives a total of 18,240. (Culbert3on, 
p.l4l.) Lieutenant Warren gives the fi[Ure, 14,800 {Warren, p.l20), 
in 1858, and Gen. D. S. Stauley lists 12,900 fa? 1869 {Robinson, 1904, 
p.391.) It appears that t:te Culbertson figu:-e is exccssi ve for the 
date 1850, although the Teton numbered l8,04S in 1899. (U. S. Statis­
tics of Indian Tribes, 1899.) 

Sone figures are uvaileble·--on the population af' the seven Teton 
bands, but for the early years of the 19th century this inf'armation 
usually appears in the fom or the number Of lodges occupied; and there 
is rome differ<:nce of o:rinion as to how many individuals S'lould be 
ascribed to each lodge. The figures do t;ive SOlll.e idea of the I'f.llative 
nrunericul str8r1gth of the bands, however. 'IWo such estiHA.tes appear 
below, toecther with lo.ter numerical estimates: 

Band 1833 Lodr;es ~ 1858 Individuals 1869 -- 550 3,040 3,000 Brule 500 
Oglala 300 400 3,6eo 2,000 
Hunkpapa 150 320 2, 920 2,000 
Blackfoot 2<."0 450 1,320 900 
Miniconjou 260 2?0 l, 600 2,000 
Two Kettle 100 60 800 1,500 
Sans Arc 100 250 1,360 1,500 

{The figures for 1833 are fran Hayden, p.37l; for 1850, from Cul­
bertson, p.l4l; fOr 1858, fron w~rren, p.210; and, for 1869, fro~ 
Robinson, 1904, p.391.) 
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There seam to be considerable differences in regard to the rela­
tive number of members of the seven bands as expressed in these esti­
mates~ However, it appears evident that the Brule and the Oelala. Were 
among tho largest bands. 

Gen. D. s. Stanley also ~ives same interesting figures on tho num­
bers of the various bands rennining hostile to the Goverl1.tlent in 1869: 
Minicflnjou. 1,600· {or 80%); Oglala, 1,500 (75%); Hunkpapa, 1,500 (?5%); 
Sans Arc, 1,000 (61%); Bruls, 800 {27%); Blackfoot, 200 (22%}. 
(Robinson, 1904, p.392.) 

Figures on the population of the Teton, by reservativns,ere Given 
in the annual i:-eports of the COP.mJ.issioner of Indian Affairs from 1876 
to the present. 

* * * * • • * • • 
* 
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This map· shows &ppro:ximate locations of thB 
seven Teton groups in the mid-ninete<::nth century. 
Boundarie:s between the groups were never .sharply 
defined. 
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NES. 



•••• ..t. D. 

' 

B 

• 

f 
. . . 

. 
' . 

'' . ·~ 

~ 
l 

l 
l 
I 
' ·.') 

' ' l 
I .. 
'~ 

l 
~· 
~ 
' 
i 
~ 
' 1· 
i 

~ 
! 
' l 

v 

LOCATION OF THE VARIOUS TE'I'ON BANDS 

The:re is great difficuJty in loc-:ttinr: on the mnp t.he diotinct 
hAbitats of the seven Teton bands prior to their settlenent on reser­
vations in 1876. Early travelers who !'"!.ight have been interested in 
such matters lorr;ely confined their movements to the tHO p,D.Jat river 
vnJle~rs, the Missouri and the Platte; hence their knoulerl..":e of the 
interveni!l{'; Teton country was extremely limited. Lewis and Clu:rk in 
their explorations of ]804-1806 contacted three, possibly four, Teton 
bnnds on the l'!issouri :liver; the Brule on both sides of the r.:issouri, 
White, and ':.'eton :livers; Oglala on both sides of thE'I 1!issouri belo\'1' the 
Cheye!llle River; tiiniconjou on both sides of the Mi:::;souri above tho 
Cheyenne River, and a f'ourth p:roup, which may possibly have been the 
Sans Axe, farther north on both sides of the 111issouri. The probabil­
ity, however, is thnt this was a Yanktonai, rather t.l-tan u Teton, (;roup. 
{I.ewis nnd Clark, Vol .1, pp. 99-101.) 

The best avnilable description of the loc:.1tion of the separate 
Teton bands prior to their settleme:r..t on rescrv~J.tions is eiven by 
Haytien, who traveled extensively in the Teton countr:r in 1856. His· 
observations are r;iven beJow: 

The Brule were located on the heart•.o;~1ters of the White and Niobrara 
Rivers, extending down t!lese rivers u'JoTt h.llf t!J.eir length. The Teton 
River formed their northern Jil'lit.. 

The Oglala ranged- -:rrom. Fort Larn.r~ie, on th<~ Platte, and towards the 
northeast, including the Black HiJJs nnd tho sources of the Teton River, 
and as f'a.r down as the fork of the Cheyenne. They sometimes roamed as 
far west as the head of Grand River. 

The Miniconjou were usually foun0. frOJ'l Cherry Creek on the Cheyenne 
River to Slender Butte on Grnnd River. 

_Til!:_~ Kettle confine(\ themselves to the Cheyenne ant.':. M:oreau Rivers, 
seldom going higher on the f'onner than the nouth of Cherry Creek, but 
passing up and down the Cheyenne, Moreau,. and Grand Rivers. 

The Hunkpapa, Blackfoot, o.nd Sans Axe occupied m11rly the snme dis­
trict, and were so often encen~ed mar each other, and otherv_.-i_se 30 con­
nected in their operations, as scarcely to ndt'ii t of being treated sep­
arately. Their cou_ntry lay Alon:;; the !,lore'lu, c~mrwnball., :!!e.J.rt, ::md 
Grand Rivers, seldom cxtcndin~ very ;li{J'.,.l). up on Grana River , but in later 
years reaching to the Little HissourL (Hayden, :pp.3?2-374.) 

See Map No. 4, which is bnsed on Hayden's data. It must be kept in 
mind, hol"lever, that these areas Here in no sense absolute; there vre.s 
great freedar.l of movement for rill thr-: r;roups. ·N11r, huntinp:, and trudint; 
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parties traveled many ~lea in any direction conditions would suggest. 
For emmple, Talbot, w1 th Fremont, in 1843, encountered n war party of 
V.iniconjou proceeding against the Craw in sweetwater Valley, central 
wyoming. (Talbot, p.38.) References to Oglala and Brule mavemente 
south of the Platte are numerous. 

In 1890 the bands were located on the following reservations .in 
North Dakota and South Dnkota: 

Oglala: Pine Ridge 
Brule: Rosebud or LOwer Brule 
Miniconjou: Cheyenne River 
Ts"o Kettle: Cheyenne River and Rosebud 
llunkpapa: StandiDt'?: Rock 
Blackfoot: standing Rock and Cheyenne River 
Sans Arc: Cheyenne River 

{Report of u.s. Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 1890.) 

More recent repo!'ts of the Corrmissioner of Indian AffairS do not 
bre-ak down the data on the basis of Teton bands • 

* * * • • • • • • 
• 
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NATURAL ENVI!lONMENr OF THE =oN COUNTRY 

n 

The country inhabited by the Teton in the 19th century is ~ener­
ally referred to as :part of the high plains. This re.r~ion is character­
ized by a scarcity of rainfall, cold winters,and hot s1.lttli!lers. There 
are, however, local peculiarities of surface, clir.tlte, and plant and ani­
ron! life that Mould be understood by anyone concerned w1 th problems 
involving the mode of life of the Teton Dakota. A brief swmrnary of con­
ditions in the Teton na. tura.l enviroll!"lent is r:i ven bel ow: 

Surface: In the Toton country there is a :;enere.l land slope from 
the Missouri River upward toward the west. In western South D:lkote., and 
extending over the western boundary of that state, nre the Black Hills, 
rising above the plains to an altitude of ?,240 feet (Mt. Harney}. 'Th.ere 
are several sumnits in the Black Hills over 6,000 feet in hei~ht. None 
of them are snow-capped in Sinner. 

Extendinr; s outhwesterly frOI:l the Black Hills are many detached spurs 
and isolated uplifts which mr!;e together in the rep,ion along the upper 
North Platte and Laramie Rivers. Smth of the Platte in Wyomine are the 
LarBl!l.ic Mormt'lins with Larror.ie Peak risin<1 to a hei;:ht of 10,2?1 feet. 
This peak served as a land:r:>..ark to overland travelers as it could be seen 
from the plains :mc."l.ny r.1iles farther eastwa:-d. In the first half of the 
19th centu11r the local uplifts fran the Black Hills to the Laramie Moun­
tains were all lmovm as the Black Hills. This fact should be kept in 

~ .. mind· in referrinr; to accounts of .. the early tro.velers overland by the 
Platte Valley route. 

South and east of the Black Hills is a stretch of picturesque but 
barren country known as the B::ld Lends. Here erosion has carved many freak 
fo:n:oo.tions resenbling towers and grotesque foros in the soft sandstone. 
S:'laller bndland sections are also to be found in otrer portions of the 
Teton country. 

Rivers: The two principal rivers in the Teton country are the Missouri 
and the North Platte. Only the fanner is navig~ble. The principal tribu­
taries flowillP, into the Missouri f'rom the Teton country west of that r1 ver 
are, from the south northward, the Niobrara, White, Bad (or Teton), Moreau, 
Grand, and Heart Rivers. There are no sizeable tributaries entering the 
North Platte frCI'!l the north in the Teton country. The laramie River, a 
tribut~'~ry from the sou_th, is of impo:rtn.Ilee to the Teton st.ory~ Numerous 
small streurr.s, sane of which are dry during a larr;e part of the year, may 
be found in the Teton country. 

Temperature: The averace teF!perature of 46 de~rees 11t both Pierre 
and Rapid City is rather poor indication of the weather in the Teton 
district. The extrenes of temperaturt: are significant: In sumner, tero­
perntures in excess of 100 de~rees are common; ~n winter the teMperature 
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drops to 30 degrees below zero. On the whole the extrenmexperienced on 
the plains are not found in the Black Hills. This fact was largely re­
sponsible for the ·gat baring at latge herds of buffalo in the Black Hills 
in winter during the years wl:en but:falo roamed the western plains. 

Rainfall: A scare! ty of rainfall is typical of the ont ire Teton 
area. Less than 20 inches or rain a year fall in even the moat favored 
spots. Precipitfiticn in the Black Rille is san.eMlat greater than ihe 
average annual rainfall of 17 inches recorded for western south Dakota; 
but the figure for the plaiD.s is slightly lower than tba t avera~. 

On the plains tbe predominant plants are grasses, espeo~Iy 
the grass end buffalo grass., Along the borders of streams narrow 
fringes of cottonwood, wiDow, and box elder trees may be found. A con­
siderable variety of wild food plants grow on the plains or in the stream 
valleys. 

In the Black Hills, so named by the Indians becwse of the thick 
growth at trees in this area, are fine stands at western yellow pine, red 
cedar, white spruce, ash, and ather trees. 

In the Bad Lands even grasses are scarce, gr<7Rint1 in small, isolated 
clumps • 

ll'auna: :- T):l_e __ i)J.u,na of the plains and Bad Landa are principally. species . 
requiring little water and thriving on grasses. Of the plains willla.ls the 
bison was the la.reest and most important in the 19th century. Other plains 
animals in the Teton country are the antelope, plains coyote, plains pocket 
gopher, mouse, prairie dog~ badger, jackrabbit, skunk, gray wolf, kit fox, 
and the long-tailed weasel. 

In the Bad Lands were the antelope, bighorn sheep, mule deer, moun­
tain lion {puna), gray wolf, coyote, bobcat, gray rabbit, and the striped 
chipmunk. 

The Black Hills furnished the favorite winter home :fbr the buffalo, 
and were the proper habitat of the V{hite-tailed deer, mountain liont 
black bear, porcupine, chipmunk, woodchuck, wood rabbit, bobcat, ana 
pocket gopher. · 

In the streams and rivers beo:ver were found. 

(If :rurther infat"mtion on t:OO natural enviroJll":'ent is desired, see 
Visher, 1918, and Chittenden, 1935, in addition to the interesting dis­
cussion in Webb, Chapter 11.) 

• • • • • • • 
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VII 

mE IMPORTANCE OF THE BUFFALO TO PLAINS INDIAN CULWRE 

The Great Plains region lying between the Mississi-ppi River and 
the Rocky Mountains anC extcndim: from south central Canada almost to 
the Gulf of Mexico ::s often referred to by :1nthropologists us the 11bison 
area," Fo:. the many tribes of nomadic or semi-sedentary Indians in this 
nrea, comrrisinG e total population in excess of 55,000, tile bison was 
the stuff of life at the time when the white man first encountered these 
peopl8s, 

~buffalo range: In pre-Columbian times, and for nearly WO years 
after the tiiscovery of America, the buffhlo ro~.ed over a wide expanse of 
territory stretching from the eastern shores of Lake Erie to northeastern 
Mexico, and from the present state of Geo:"gia to Great Slave: Ulke in 
Northwestern Canada. From north to south its range extended more than 
3,600 miles and from e•.:st to west over 2,000 miles. The town of Kearney, 
in south central Nebraska, is considered the center of the bison area at 
the timG of 1 ts widest extent; but after 1800, until the virtual extermin­
ation of the bison in 1883, the center would be placad in the Black Hills, 
the very heert ot the Teton country. (See M:.,p No. 5.) 

Peculi(tri t"ire of the buffu.lo: Over the broud pr::liries the buffalo 
roamed in larce, compfrct herds, subsisting on the native grasses and re­
quiring little ~ter. This uniu~l was slow, cumberson and stupid in 
spite of its size. It lacked both the intelligence to sense and avoid 
danger and the fighting qualities to defend itself unless enraged by 
wounds. These characteristics of the Gnimal itself must be regarded as­
important ;f'acto"rs in the extermination of the bison. (Further observa­
tions on the habits of the Ar:1erican buff ale, with excellent photographs 
Of the species, may be found in Hornaday.) 

Uses of the buffalo: It has ba~n said that in no other section of 
the w:::.rld has the culture of a people been so strongly moulded by the 
presence of a single species of animal as in the Plains of North America. 
The buffalo not only furnished the Indians with shelter, food, clothing, 
and many other articles in their material culture; it held a prominent 
place in the mytholoe;y, r.zligion, and ceremonial organization of 1he 
plains tribes. 

The buffalo furnished, first of' all, food. HOw mtwh of the carcass 
would be used for food E.t any time was larg-;,ly d•:;pendent upon the" eaa·e- -
with which the anilll8.ls could be procured. When buffalo wore plentiful, 
often only th;:; choh.e parts were eaten; but in times of scarcity all of 
the anin:.al but the glands of the neck, sir.ews, bull's pi?.zle, horns, 
hoofs, end h~ir furnish~d food. {Denig, p.584.) 

For clothi~ the buffalo hide, with pelage attached,wes used as an 
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------------------------------------------~14. 
outer wrapper which amply protected the wearer in sub-zero weather; 
hides without the hair were worn in wanner pel-iods of the year. Moc­
casins were also of buffalo hide. 

For shelter throur,hout the year the nomadic tribes used the tiVi, 
covered with dressed buffalo hides carefully pieced· toget. h~r, tmd lined 
with the same ln!lterial to keep out wind and weather. Other hides .served 
as bed coverings. Semi-sedentary tribes used the tipi while on buffalo 
hunts. 

TO facilitate water transportation, buffalo hides were sometimes 
stretched over a wooden framework to form the so-called bull-boo. t. 

Buffalo hide had meiny other uses. A large variety or conta.iners 
of differ-3nt sizes, shapes, and ua--e3were made of it, including the 
parfleche, quivers, medicine cases, saddle-bags, pipe and paint bags,· 
and _so on. Fire-hardened hide was used for 1hc ::bield base, and rawhide 
for bindinr, and hafting. 

The sinew from the larr;e tendons of the back and legs were twisted 
for use as thread; bowstrings, snowshoe webs, and rope. Momy bows were 
be eked with sinew • 

As household utensils, buffalo-hom spoons and ladles were used. 
The intestines and bladder served as water contniners, and stone boiling 
in bui'falo paunch containers was a comnon mthod or cooking. 

Hoofs and horns of the bui'falo were cut u~ and made into ceremonial 
rattles, or used to hold tobacco, medicines, and gunpowder. 

The bones were used for tools of various kinds: awls, chisels, 
hide flashers, scrapers, end paint brushes. 

Buffalo hair was sanetimes twisted into yarn and braided into begs, 
belts, garters, leggings, girdles, and ropes for tying materials; into 
ceremonial costumes as headbands and necklaces, and incorporated into 
blankets, saddle wadding, winter moccasin linings, halters for horses, 
additional artificial head-hair, and so forth. 

Finally, even the droppin~s ware extensively used by the Indians as 
a sun-dried fuel~ In a country where. timber was scarce these "buffalo 
chips" wore valuable. They gave a clear, hot, relatively ::m:.okClcss 
flame, the last characteristic being a real advanta~ to warring Indians. 

In the field of art, the buffalo made ~ less prominent contribution. 
The creature was rare~represented in the three principal Plains tech­
niques, J'Ri.nting, quUlwork, and bendwork; but buffalo hide articles 
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served as fields for decoration on r~bes, parfleches, moccasins. shields, 
tipi. covPrs, and the like. Sinew for sewiug the beads and attaching the 
quills, bone :paint bru3hes, and the glue sizing used in :painting, all 
were furnished by the buffalo. 

Tnis c~ature likewise strongly influenced the ilm"..a.:!:!E,~ ~ o~ 
Plains Indian life. Societies and ses.sons or· months--of" ·i;be year were 
named al'ter the buffalo. It ap:t:ears as n favor! te topic in the myth­
ological animal stories. It was given a place in the Dakota religious 
hierarchy. Buffalo-callinr, ceremonies and buffalo dances were observed, 
and materials taken tran the buffalo were endowed with sacred neaning 
when used in ceremonial activities and msdicine bundles. 

Influence of the_btJf!al~ on occupations: Nothint.- required the at­
tention of the Plains Indians of both sexes so nuch as preoccupation 
with the buffalo. While we rmy look upon buffalo hunting as a romantie, 
exciting fonn of sport, it was none the less a serious business to the 
Indians. It was rents work to find and kill the buffalo, ar..d women's 
work to dress the hides and fashion and decorate the greater part of the 
objects made f'rom them. The work of the women was hard and of' lone 
duration. 

His~rical significance af the buffalo: We have already seen how the 
search for favor~ble hunting grounds influenced the mieration of the Teton. 
As the number of buf:falo dill!inished ond the distribution of t.he herds 
contracted, -this search led to nany bitt-er conflicts between tribes over 
hunting grounds. In the 19th century +.he derw.nd for buffalo hides in the 
east and in liu1~pe encouraged the Indinn trade of the Plains. The period 
of Indian a trod ties, and later open warfare with the Whites from 1841 
to 18?7, was largely the result of tho Indians' desiTe to preserve their 
hunting grounds. The final settlement of the Teton on reservations wns 
only effected after the number of bison had bec0t1e tao feH to permit of 
their subsisting by the chase. The Ghost Dance craze of 1890 had as one 
of its princip1l motives the desire for the return of the buffalo. But 
it was then too late --the great herds were gone forever, and with their 
extArmination the old culture was doomed • 

* • • • • • • • 

• • 
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JroODS OF THE TEJ'ON I>\!{OTA 

Within the historic period, but before their settlement on reser­
vations, the Teton relied upon wild food tor subsistence. Their chief 
dependence on the buffalo and secondarJ use of other animal foods and 
~lant foods are traits shared by the other nomadic tribes of the Plains. 
They did not· practice agriculture, as did many of their neighbors on the 
Missouri, the Pawnee of centra-l Nebraska, and other semi-sedentary 
Plains tribes. (See Map No. 6, showing location of agricultural and non­
agricultural tribes of the Plains.) 

ANlMJ\L FOODS 

The buffalo as food: Buffalo meat is juicy, tender, nutritioUs, 
digestible, and has a pleasant, "gamey" taste. White traders, trappers, 
immigrants, soldiers, nnd visitors to the Pleins learned to like it, 
.1<;-:(. the Indians con.!lumed unbelievable quantities at a single sitting. 
(An interesting statenent in praise of buffalo neat Uf·l'eara in Stansbury, 
p.38.) The Indian preference for buffalo meat must be regarded, there­
fore, as due to the quality of the meat itself as well as to the abun­
dance of the buf:falo in the early days. 

The meRt was eaten raw, boiled, or roasted; by itself ar lnixed with 
other animal or plant foods. !2nig lists the parts of the ceJ.--cnss eaten 
raw by the Upper ttissouri tribes: liver, kidneys, gristle of snout, eyes, 
brains, marrow, manyplies, testicles, feet of calves in embryo, and 
glands of the calf envelope. (!><'mig, p.581.) The f'at buffalo cow was 
preferre-d f'or neat und certain parts of the animal were rec;arded as 
delicacies--the tongue, tenderloin, bass, murrow bones, and hump. When 
buff'alo were plentiful onlY these portions were taken, the rest being 
left on the ground for the wolves. (Stansbury, p.38.) But in times of 
food shortage all parts of the buffalo, save tre c;lands af the neck, the · 
sinews, bull 1 s pizzle, horns, hoofs, and hair were eaten. (Denig, p.584; 
Hayden, p.371.} 

Bu:ftalo meat was dried,· and oixed with chokecherries ar other berries· 
and preserved for future use. When pnclrod in parfleches, this l'lixture, 
kno-wn as :perrmican, 'M:>Uld keep for severnl years if necessary. 

Some favorite mixed dishes of tre Teton in which various :rarts of 
the buffalo we!fe important int;redients were: (l) blood boiled vlith brains, 
rosebuds, and the scrnpin~s of rawhide, U.l'ltil the v.hole assumed the con­
sistency of "l.'rarm glue; (2) pounded cherries boiled with meat, SUMT, and 
grease; {3) prairie turnip boiled with the dried stomach of the buffalo. 
(Hayden, :p.370.) 
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The dog as food: The dog was eaten by the Teton as a particular 
delicacy ru~<l th._,-_,pfo~~t was reserved for special occasions• Jn:lOO::., dog 
feasts were frequently given in honor of VisitiilG white ron. Dog vms 

? 

also served at many dances. Catlin wrote tlv:'l t the best and favorite dogs 
of the Teton were fattened for these feasts. The l'!l)at was boiled am serv­
ed in wooden bowls. (Ji\trlher detailS on the eatine; of dof,S by the Teton 
m..''Y be fauna. in Lewis t'l.n:l Clark, VoL 1, p.l6? 1 and Vol.?, p.65; Catlin. 
Vol. 1, pp.230-231; and Parkman, pp.l86-18?.) 

Other anir:sl foods: ll'iany other anii'lBlS of the Teton re~ion were eat­
en boiled or roasted; but little infanaation is available on the details 
of preparation. Dmig lists the animals eaten by the Indians of the Upper 
Missouri in the middle of the 19th century. In addition to tre buffalo 
and dor;, the following were eaton: 

antelope badger beA.ver 
elk skunk tmskrat 
deer rabbit Glutton 
bear hare lynx 
wolf em.ine mou~ 

foxes (red and gray) otter ground squirrel 
porcupine mink water turtle 
horse terre pin 
mule (Denig, Po583.) 

He also lists the birds eaten by the Uppe'r Missouri tribes at this 
period: 

crow 
raven 
magpie 

owl 
duck 
goose 

The eagle was not eaten. {Deni~, p.583.) 

crane 
pelican 
small birds of any sort 

Fish: Wissler states that :mone the Ib.kota, fish "sol'ietirnes formed 
a conS'i'derable part of their winter food, thow1:i appll'ently from neces­
sity rather than choice •••• " (Hissler, 1910, p.44.) This probably 
refers chiefly to the Eastern IE.kota ratrer than the Teton. Certainly 
fish was a very rndnor item in the food supply of the Teton after their 
roovenent to the Hissouri Vnlley and westwcud. 

PLA.N'.i' FOODS 

Wild rice (Zizania aauatica L.): Although definite info~tion is 
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not obtainable, it seems probable that in prehistorl c times, before 
their movea:1ent out of the timber onto the plains, the Teton gathered 
wild rice much as did their relatives, the Eastern DaK.ota, in more 
recent ti!'les. A detailed, well illustrated account of wild rice 
gathering may be found in Jenks' Wild Rice Gathe~.ers of the U;e;pe!. 
Lnkes. These data, carefully sifted to elininate possible post-con­
tact elements, may well be used in case it is desired to shovr some­
thing of Teton activities durinr; their" pre-plains existence. 

Sine~ their l'ligration to the Missouri Valley and 
Teton Mve :r>nde use of plant -roods of reny varieties. 
brour;ht out, hoviCvec-, that the plants used erew wild. 
were cuJtivated. 

westward, the 
It s!:tould be 
None of them 

Plant foods forr.;ed a r:a.rt of the Teton die"'; throughout the year. 
This is especially true of the ,<;rowing see,sor, from spring to f.::tll, but 
food phmts \·;ere also dried for winter consur:,ption. In periods when 
buffalo were scarce the Teton relied upon wild fruits and edible roots 
to prevent starvation. 

So much stress has been placed UJlOD the buffalo us food that 
there may be n tendency to no ":lcct :plcnt foods in museum interpreta­
tions Of the Teton stor~r. It would be w,;ll to brin<:~ in th:; usc of 
these foods, as they form an important and int;}~r;.1J. part of thr; stor~r 
of Teton subs is~_;;_nco. . A number of the most importo.nt: but not al"l., .. 
of the plnnt foods used by tho T3ton in tho 19th centur"J aro d3scribcd 
bolow: 

'Prairie turnip (Psorale'l csculcntn Purs:·t): This was perhaps the 
most important plant fO""OdOr the Teton Dlkotu. The roots were peeled 
and eaten raw or boiled. Large quantities were dried to augment the 
winter food supply.· This pktnt was found everywhere on the high prai­
ries. It \ms dug in June P,nd early July by women and children. The 
root h~s B palatable taste similar to that or the bean. (HUyden, 
p.369; Gilmore, pp.92-93. Photographs of the prairie turnip appear 
in Gilmore, Plates 15 tmd :I£.) 

Chokecherry {Pl~us virgini~ L.): This rlant grew in great 
quantities in the Teton country, along the banks of strer!F:S. The 
fruit was dried, and pounded on stone r:.ortars. Although SO:r:lBti.mes 
made into soup, these cherrie~ were more often mixed with dried buf­
f8lo meat and marrow grease to make the nutritious pemmican. {Hayden, 
p.370; Gi~ore, p .. B8. Photor,raph of a Teton WOI'1.'l.fi poundins chote­
cherries appears in GilmOTe, Plate 13.) 

8 

Wild plum (Prunus americana Marsh): This fruit,. v.hich ~re.w abun­
d:'l.nt.1y Rlon~ thf' Niobrara and Vlhite Rivers in the Teton country, usually 
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ripened in October. It was eaten 1'resh and ra.w,or eooke·d as a sauce, 
or dried for winter use. W0r:1en gathered the plU!!!s and sucked out the 
stones before drying the fruit, which was hip;hly ~lued by the Teton. 
(CUlbertson, p.l07j Hayden, p.S70; Gilmore, p.87.) 

Buffa] a-berry (Lepargyra argentea (Pursh) Greene): These were 
eaten fresh in season or dried for winter use. They were often made 
into soup, or.took the place of chokecherries in pemmican. {Hayden, 
p.370; Gilr,l0ro 1 p.l06. see illustrntion in Gilnore! Plate 20.) 

Wild strawberries {~ia virginiana Duchesne, and F. anericana 
Britton): The Teton were fond of wild strawberries. This fruit was 
not plentiful enoush to be De lied upon substantially, however; nor 
could it be dried for winter use, bein~ too juicy. (Hayden, p.3?0; 
Gilmore, p.84. See photogrB)'lh of wild atrav1berrie s in Gilmore, Plate 
13.) 

Ground bean (Ftt.lcata cosmosa L •• Kuntze): This plant grew abun­
dantly in stream valleys .an:lin the fall, field nice gathered large quan­
tities of the roots for their winter stores. These were robbed by the 
Teton women, who simetimes secured half o bushel from a single nest. 
The beans vrere boiled with dried buffalo neat to make a tasty dish. 
(Hayden, p.569; Gilmore, p.95 au6. Plate lB.} 

Wild rose (Rosa pratincola _Greene): The seed-ve_sools of tre wild 
rose, v.!hich- remained on the bush· ·in winter, were eaten raw or boiled. 
Although not very palatable, the wild rose grew in abundance in 'i'eton 
territory and furnished a ready supply of fbod in tin': a of scarcity. 
(Hayden, p.370; Gilmore, p.85.) 

Indian potato (Glycine apios L.): These tubers were boiled or 
roasted. {Gilmore, p.94 and Plate 1?.) 

Wild onion {Allium rru.tabile Uichx.): These 
relish or cooked as flavoring for meat and p_.oup. 

were eaten raw as a 
(Gil:more, p.?l.) 

Arrow leaf (SS.gi ttaria latifolia Hill d.): The tubers were boiled 
or roasted. (Gili!J.ore, p.65 and Plate U..) 

W1ld artichoke (Helianthus tuberosus L.}: This plant, Which grew 
in abundance along the narshy bw1ks of rivers, n"'US e:;>,ten uncooked, 
roasted or boiled. (Hayden, p.369.} 

E~ cap {Pleurolus ulmarius Bull.): This funsus, when youne and 
tender, was relished by the Teton. (GilHore, p.Sl.) 

--: :_;'-
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Cottonwood (POPJ.!-£!.s~araentii ])Ode) : 
sprouts and ate the inner bark because of 
nutritive value. (GiJJnore, p.?2.) 

The 'i'eton pee led the young 
its pleasant sweet taste and 

The methods of gatherinG wild plants were probfl.bly stmilar to 
t:tose 1 Tl use among the Bh.ckfoot (described in Wissler, 1910, pp·.21-22.) 
The Teton used the digging stick for tubers and cathered berries in raw­
hiile bags or beat them into hides to be e:rrptied into storap.e sacks. 
(The dryiDg oi meat nr~ preparation of pemmican is described in Wissler. 
1927b, pp.27-29.} 

COOKIJJG AJ:~ SERVING FOOD 

For £roilin?.;,nea.t was impaled on a stic~-:: and held over the fire; 
or the butt en·a af the stick we.s buried in the ground at on angle in 
such wise ns to hold the meat over the fire. 

Boiling in a buffaJo pau~ch or skin vessel stretched over sticks, 
using hot stones for hertting, was practiced by the Teton, chiefly by 
war parties. (Wissler, 1910, p.,15. For illustrntions of this method 
as used ru:nong the Blackfoot, agreeinr; in all essential details with the 
Teton reethod, see Wissler, 1910, Plate 1.) 

However, iron kettles, obtained from trailers, were early introduc­
ed among the Teton. Maximilian, in 1834, found that " ... they now all 
use iron kettles •••• " (Ma.-,;:imilian, Vol. 22, 1'•3::>...2.) 

Food was eerved in v,rooden bo;•Jls. }~ountain sheep-horn ladlBS were. 
used for dippine, skimming, and other culinar:l purposes, and buffalo­
horn spoons for eating. Wooden SIJOons en' ladles also nere sometimes 
used. Wissler states that the finest 'bG'rls a.nd spoons of the Plains 
tribes were made by the Ihl~ota. {Wissler, 1910, p.4?; l927b, p.79; 
Lewis and Clar~. VoJ. l, p.J69, mention Teton use af spoons of raountain 
sheep-horn in 1804. C-aod il.lustrations Of a l1andan wooden bowl and 
horn spoons, o·.tJich mny be taken as r.:o:lcls for Teton ones, aprear in 
BUshnell, 1922, Plates -tl and 42.) 

The Teton carri~~d vatcr in buff"alo- or deer-paunch 
custom wns noticed as eurl.Y as lS04 by Lewis and Clark. 
p.47; Lewis a~d Clurk, Vol. l, p.l40.) 

FOOD OF lATER :M:tror:s 

containers. This 
{Wissler, 1910, 

As the number of buffolo decreused and they becaoe nore and more 
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difficult to find in the Teton country, the Teton vrere faced with the 
choice between starvation or coming in to the Government agencies to 
receive rations. NecesRity thus brought the Indians to the :1gencies. 
In the le60' s the Teton were able to Sltbnis t by receiving rations at 
the agencies during the Mrd winter months, and th'3n, rupplied with 
arms and anuaunition, to continue their free existence by the chase un­
til the return of winter. It was the rapid extenn.ination of the bison 
tllat soon made even a periodic reliance on the chase an ir:1.possibility. 
As a result, the Teton bec~e willine to settle on reservations. SUch 
settlement tool: place on a large scale ebout 18?6. 

When the Teton came in to the agencies they received rations which 
consisted :prinarily of beef, earn, and flour. 'They soon became fond of 
coffee ro:.U SU[;ar, an0_ t!·e tobacco of the white illLlD. had long beon favor­
ed by them. Brackett found some of the squaws at the Red Cloud Agency 
to be good cof:fea-ma!-::err; in 18?6. {Brackett, :p.468.) 

D3spite the c;cverru:lent's efforts throup;h the succeeding years to in­
terest the 'reton Inkota in aGricultural pursuits, these Indians have 
never shown much hterest in fnmin."';. E\ren today ·they prefer the life 
of the cowboy to thn t of the famer. Mekeel rerJD.rks Upon tre modern 
diet of a portion of the Teton on Pine Ridge Reservation in 1931: 
"Aside from horse-flesh, chokecherries, and garden -produce in season, 
the food sta:p1es are coffeS, the grounds of which are often used :many 
times, flour, and pork fat. The flour is either boiled with chokecher­
ries or vegetables, or mi:md with water to IT£ike n fried '"bread'"'· 
(Mekeel, 1936, -p.J.O.) 

• 
• • • • • • • 

• • 
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The clothing of the Teton within the historic period, and rmtil 
their adoption af ~ite man's dress in the late 19th century, Was large­
ly made frow. the skins of animals. Men's dress consisted of the buffalo 
robe, breech-cloth, leggings, and moccasins, with the skin shirt same­
times added. Women wore the buffalo robe, long skin dress, leggings, 
Rnd moccasins. Details or the various garments are given below: 

The Buffalo robe: The hide of the buffnlo, with hair attached, 
served Indians of both sexes as an outer gar.nent comparable in function 
to our modern overcoat or topcoat. The hide of the adult buffalo cow, 
taken in fall or winter when the hair was )eng, was preferred. smaller 
robes of buffalo calf were worn by children. These robes were not trim­
med but retained the natural form of the hide as taken tram the dead 
animal. In winter, robes were worn with the hair next to tre bcdy, In 
warmer weather they Vlere reversed. In either case the garment was w:eap­
ped around the body of the wearer horizontally with the head of the w i­
mal at his left. 

These robes 
painted designs, 
were very rare. 

were often decorated with geometric or pictographic 
or with quilled decorations. Beaded designs on robes 
(See section on Decorative Art.} 

HEN'S -DRESS 

Breech-cloth: Doubt has been expressed as to whether the breech­
cloth was worn by the Plains Indians be:far"e contact with white traders. 
A kilt, or possibly no covering of the f!rivate parts, '!IJJlY have been 
customary in prehistoric tines. (Wissler, 1910, p.l53,) In the 19th 
century the breech-cloth of soft deerskin or trader's cloth was used. 
Lewis and Clark, in 1804, saw a Teton uar party whooe members were 
described as "naked except for the breech cloth." (Lewis and C)Jlrk, 
Vol. 1, p.202). The cloth was passed between the legs and under the 
rawhide striUG or belt worn nbout the waist, with ends banging loose 
at front and back. 

Moccasins: Teton moccasins were eenerelly of the hard-soled, three­
piece variety. (:r~scri bed, p.l40, and illustrated, Fig. 83, in Wlssler, 
1910. The lacine is illustrated in Fig. 100 of the same source.) Moc­
casins were decorated VIith quillwork or headwork designs~ (See Wissler, 
192?a, for patterns of moccasin decorations. Illustrations of de<::ar~ted 
Inkota moccasins may be found in Wissler, 1902a.) 

Leggings: Men wore leg~n.r>:.s of skin, closely fitting the leg, e:x­
tendinr, from moccnsins to crotch on the inside and higher on the outside 
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of the leg, attached 23 
outside'of the leg wa!o a belt at_ the -tnp. The vertical setUD. on the otri~• (Bodmer', d often ornamented w1 th rawhide tring<l or a quillod 
milinnts Atlas, Plo.te ~wing or a western rnkoto hOrse rnce in Ma.xi-

30' shows the Teton lep,gins to ndvnntar.e.) 

Shirts: Men usual fnlo robe outP.r g ly went naked from tho vnist ur suv0 for the buf-
. annent Th . ned larc;ely for <.tress • e typical roan's shirt of poncho type was don-

Wissler, 19le PP .
13

« -up occnsions rather then tor general wear. {See 
' • ..r-36·) Th sk r.J.ountain sheep or oth · • e shirt was mada of two wholo ins of the 

be~inc heraldic dev1 er animaJ; frequently pninted in two g~ound colors~ 
strips, or hair (F ces, and ar-namentod vlith rawhide tringos, quilled 
with illustruti;ns or details of construction of the shirt, together 
tions, see Wissler' laee Wissler, 1915a· for description of shirt decora-

• I 916-· l O appear on Plate LII • pp. 02-104• Illustrations of beaded shirts 
and Fig. 95 of Wissler, J902a.) 

Some old Plains I collected by Catli ndian shirts bearinr quilled nnd painted decorations 
lustrated in Krie~ in the l83C's, and po;nibl~ of Teton origin, are il- ' 

r, 1928, Plate 29. 

D.lring the Ghost shirts decorated with Dance excitement of 1890 the Teton made use o-r 
proof. SUch shirts weprotec~ive designs believed to render them bullet­
covered with painted d~e usually of' cloth, t'ringed with rawhide, and 
also Mooney_ 1B9S. "" signs. (See Wissler 190?b, pp.:n-40, illustrated; 

I. --- -~ ....... r ... p ...... cn and use. with 111\lstro.tions, Plate XCII } • -• ,n,.. rio .. ,.. -( 4-{ ' 

Hairdress· ':r:l was told that the ~~d Teton devot:d much attention to their h~ir. Wissler 
close or sh8.ved at til people beheved that r.J.(::nt 8 ho.ir Wrl.D nt one time cut 
1910, p.l52.) 

19
th 8 £ides, leaving ridges or tufts on top. {Wissler, 

style, wi tr. artifici c~ntury studies indicat8 that lone hair was the 
Maxil!J.ilian describe 8 hair sometimes added to 13ecurc srcater length. 

the 

s the Teton man's hairdreGJJ in 1834! 

" ••. These Indiang 1 and plait it b<>h et their hair f!J'OW an long e.s possible 
with round pie~e!nd in a long tail, which is ornamented 
great length a<>- of brass, and often hangS down to a 
have three s~ch ~ "U~ng the Chinese. Jl&nY of th13 I)lcotas 
for the Indian · ls, one behind, and ()lY; at each side, 

l 
sontheU i one hair whe pper Missouri tel::"' much prl de n 

i 
' :reo.s t!"!.ose - th · h r ver, cut 1 t 

8
,. - J.n e count!"Y l0t7er d<NI1l t e 
.• art.· •" (!11aximilian, Vol. 22, :P•325.) 

--- 1!:: Maxir.rilian's Atl'-::3. p]Btea 41, 45, and 44.) (See i llust ~.-ions 

Feathers· •it• .. use of the -•-~.-.- -"""· e vrearins of ea'1"1~ rer.:.th1'3rs in the hair and • ~ h01.:...">'~ th 
,_ .. __ ,_.:-esque feather- bormet ;..,~; ?eton cu:=~tor:JR. the numh~r 



• 
:· 

• 

• 

MEN'S CLOTHING 

and orientation of feathers was not a matter of personal choice. Fea­
thers served as symbols d war honors·, and as rueh their use was 
strictly regulated. The feather bonnet was a high and rare honor. 
(See Warfare, this ,paper, for a more detailed discussion af 1'ee.ther 
ornaments. ) 

Face S.nd body painting:. Teton men painted their :faces and bodies, 
but information On this subject is scarce. There seems to be a close 
connection between same t~?eS of :face and body painting and war honors. 
(See Warfare, this paper,} Wanen also painted their :faces. Special 
paints were used for ceremonies. 

Illustrations c€ nen's dress~ The. costume of Western D3.lrota men 
of the 1830's is illustrated in Catlin, 1876, Vol. I, Plates 91, 92, and 
93; and in Maximilian's Atlns, Plates 41 1 44, and.45. An illustration 
of a warrior's costume of somewhat later date appears in Krieger, 1928, 
Plate 00. 

WCII'IEN' S COS'rult'IE 

Dress: Next to the buffalo robe, the largest article of Teton 
fendnine costume was the long, sleeveless dress made of two skins of 
deer, antelope, or elk, and fringed with rawhide at sides am bottom • 
The Teton WOD1@ 1 s dress had a caPe attached which was characteristi_cally 
heavily beaded. The dress :fell below the knees so that the cut fringe 
ne~rly touched the ground. (see description in Wissler, 1915a, and il­
lustration of typical woman's dress in Wissler, 1902a, Plate XLV.} 

Moccasins: Women's moccasins were similar to men's, of the hard­
soled variety w1 th quilled or beaded decorations4 (See Men's Dress.) 

Leggings: Women's leggings were short, extending fran the ankle to 
the lalee, and confined by hide garters. They were decorated with quilled 
or beaded designs, (See illustration in Wissler, 1902n, Plate Ll.) 

BeltS; Women Vrore rawhide belts at tl:e waist. In the ·19th .century 
these -;;ere_ ·.often :Hudded w!th -netal decorations. 

Hairdress: Teton wauen w:>re their hair p:trted in the middle with 
braids falling at Pither side~ (~e Wiaaler, 192?b, p.,48; and Maxi­
milian's Atlas, Plate 42.) The part was often painted with vennilion. 

Ear orner.tents; 
tended sonetiJ.ms 8$ 

strings of shells were worn from the ears and 
tnr as the wai'_stllne. (WissJ.er, l9a'7b, p.35.) 

e·x-
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Illustrations l,f women's costume: The oostl..l!OO of ~·rr;-stern tnkota 
women- of the 1830's is illustrated in Catlin, 1876, Vol. I, l~b.tes 94 
cmd 95; nnd Maximilian's Atlas, Plates 42- and 44. Dress of somewhat 
later period is mown in Wissler, 192?b,. p.4B, and Krieger, 1928, .Plate 
2?. 

CHILDREN'S DRESS 

YOUDG children went naked or ~re only the breech cloth. (See 
Maxir.J.ilian's Atlns, Plate 44.) As they ~rew older, chiltiren w0re dressed 
in miniature man's or woman's costume accordine to the sex of the near-~ 
er. (Beaded girla' dresses are shown in Wissler, 1902a, Plate XLIV.) 

DRESS OF LATER PERIODS 

The white trader introduced articles used for clothing by tre Teton. 
Chief among· these were the blanket and a kind ·of cheap cloth (known tLS 
strouding}, used for making shirts or dresses. Talbot mentioned that some 
of the Teton women seen nee:- Fort Laranie in 184-3 nore "cloth enrnents" 
(Talbot, p.321. It seems, hm'.'ever, that on the whole the trade blankEt 
and cloth shirts and dresses were not cor:monly oorn by the Teton until 
animal hides becrure difficult to secure. (Cloth &host shirts, y;orn in 
1890, are illustrated in ~,looney, 1896, and Wissler, 1907b; a Brule wo­
man's dress of blue stroudin3 is shown in Wissler, 1915a, Fis. 21.) 
The heavily beaded vest v1orn by Teton nen srems also to have been a late 
19th century innovation. (See illustration in Wissler, l902a, Plates 
LVl.) 

Bracket described the Teton dress as seen by hir.l at Red Cloud Agency 
in 1876 (:erncke.tt. p.169}.. At that time the buffalo robe, Ill9.n's shirt, 
and wona.n's dress of skin, ru1d moccasins were still much in €'vidence. But 
blue trade blankets, black hets, and a. variety of silver and brass orna­
ments obtained from the Whites were also worn by SOI'l.C Indians. 

'Th.e Teton were slow to adopt v.hite rum's dress after their settle­
ment on reservations. The Coi"!T.I.issioner's Report for 1880 indic.3tes that 
less thnn one-third of the Teton wore white man's clot!1ine. SJ• 1£39·) 
nbout one-l"mlf' of the Teton were still but partially so clothed e.nd it 
was not until after 1900 that all the Teton had adopted tre complete 
dress of the \\hi te :r.Jan. 

Today Teton men generally wear over~.tll trousers and a shirt. Women 
wear simple calico dresses of their own nnke and shawls. Missio!illry e;ifts 
oi' old amy supplies ~elp :provide wn.rm -.;dnter clothing. (M"0l~e~J •. l'J3G, 
p.lo), 

* • * * • • * 
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Within the historic period the Teton resided in conical tents con­
sisting of a framewOI"k of poles over which a buffalo hide cover was 
stretched. This type of structure, known as the tipi, was used by all 
the nomadic tribes of the Plains as a year-round home. The ease with 
which it could be taken d<Wn, transpOrted. and set up again in a new lo­
ca.tion made it peculiarly well adapted to the migratory life of the 
Teton. 

PREHISTORIC HABITATIONS 

It is probable that vbile dwelling in the timbeired country before 
their migration out into the plains, the Teton inhabited structures sim~ 
ilar to the Central Algonquian houses of more recent ttmes, made of pole 
fram.ework covered with :mats of burk. {Bushnell, 1922, p.44.) When LeSueur 
met the Teton in 1700, however, they were already using" skin-covered 
lodges Which they carried with them as they moved about. (Robinson, 1904, 
p.46.) 

THE TIPI 

The tipi was made• erected, taken· daom, 
it was owned by the woman v.ho re.s~ded in-it • 
of the tipi follows: 

and t~sported by women, and 
A more detailed description 

Tipi poles: The lodgepole pine (Pinus My.rra.yana,OreF;. Com.) or 
spruce were used for mal: ins tipi poles. They were cut down with lrnives 
or hatchets, the bark peeled off, and allowed to dry and harden in the 
sun before use. {ParkMan, p.240; Gilmore, p.63.) 

Buffalo hide cover: The cover was made of dressed buffalo hides fit­
ted together and sewn with sinew. The pattern of a Blackfoot tipi cover 
similar in shape to two native-made Teton tipi model~ described by Wiss­
ler is shown on p.l03 of Wissler, 1910. The nu.TJber of skins varied. 
Maximilian stated that 14 skins were generally used in 1834 (MaxiMilian, 
Vo1.22, p.32?)f stansbury remarks that a very large tipi seen in an 
Oglala village ncar Fort Larrun.ilil in 1850 was made of 26 skins stretcffi d 
over 24 poles, ·rorming a tent 30 feet in diameter on the ground and 35 
feet in height. It vms used as a trader's lodee, and hence was abnormally 
large. (Stansbur'J, p.-255.) Tipi cover3 were soratimes decorated with 
painted desiens. (See Decorative Art, this paper.) 

were 
Tipi doors: The doors of two Teton 
of skin, u-shaped by £1. bent w:i llow. 

tipi models mentioned by 
(Wissler, 1910, p.l09.) 

Vlissler 

Tipi "ears": On either side of the 8lli.Oke hole at the top were two 
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flaps, or '"'ee.rs 1', which could be moved to ref{Ulate the course of the 
snake as the >'lind shifted. These flaps were k~pt in place by two poles 
outside the tipi which fitted into pockets at the earners of the ears 
A.t their uprer ends. {Wissler, 1910, p.109.) 

Pees: The lower edges of the tipi were usually held down by wooden 
paGs driven into the ground nt a distance of about two feet. In the 
high plains are found circles of stones vb.ich are believed to have teen 
used to hold down the edges of tipis in winter. Mathews saw such stones 
used by Dakota in 1866. {Lewis, 1891.) 

Erection of the tipi: 
erectinr; the tipi. Wissler 
observed it: 

The Teton wed the three-pole foundation in 
describes the erection of a Teton tipi as he 

"The cover of the tipi is laid out, folded in half and 
three poles laid upon it; 'bll'o parallel tl!ld the other cress­
in~ between them at the proper place. 'i'his is so that the 
proper heig_h.t of the crossing may be taken. These poles are 
tied nt the crossint by the end of a long strap or thong. 
lfnlen set up, these poles fonn a tripod, one leg of vhich is 
to be on the left side of the door. The two rear legs of 
the tripod are nearer toeether then they are to the forward 
leg. Poles are then laid in, on the left of the door pole 
and then on the ri~t. Two turns or the cord are made by 
walking around the poles twice (usually to the right) and the 
ani tied down to the forwo.rd leg of the tripod. The rear poles 
e:~enow put in place. The pole for the cover is often the 
longest and m~v bear a scalp-lock at the end. The cover is 
tied to this and raised in place, after which the cover is 
pinned above the door and staked dcr.om. The poles are so ad­
ju3ted that the back of the tipi is usually steeper than the 
front ••.• Among the Teton .•• the end of this cord is often 
fastened to a stake in the center of tho tipi to prevent the 
wind t'roro overturninP, the structure." (Wissler, 1910, p.lll,) 

(The Teton tie used in binding the three foundation poles at the 
top is illustrated in Fie. £9, p.ll3, of Wissler, 1910.) 

Illustrations: Illustrations of Teton ti:pis as soon in 1834 appear 
in tmxiroilian's Atlas, Plate 44. Tipis seen in 18?0 are shown in the 
photograph• Pltite 5, ~ushnell, 1922. Other Indian tip1s at Fort Lara­
mie in 1868 (possibly Teton) are shown in photo~aph, Plate 24, BUsh­
nell, 1922. (FUrther data of value on the Plains tipi appear in Wiss­
ler, .lPlO; aP..d HodGe, Part 2, pp.758-?59.) 
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The interior of the Teton tipi has not been well described, but we 
may infer that it wns similer to that of neighborirlg Plaiils tribes, 
among vhom there is great sil'lilarity. (A ground plan of a Blackfoot 
ti:pi appears in Wlssler, 1910, Fig. 64. Dascription of the Cheyenne 
tipi interior may be found in Grinnell, 1924, pp.224-235.) 

The lodge lining: A curtain z£dP- or-pieCes o! buff6lo hide sewn to­
gether extended frcn~ the ground upward ·ror about 3!? feet and was tied 
to the tipi poles at the top bY rawhide thonr,s. This curtain served to 
keep out "the drau",ht and my water that miGht crnr in from the top of 
the tipi. These lininc:s were often decorated with geometric or picto­
graphic painti:nr,s. (See Decorative Art, this paper.) 

Fire and fire-nakina: The fire pit was in the center of the tipi 
directly below the smol:e hole. Over it the paunch or kettle was support­
e'd on a tri"Pod.. {See illustration of Teton tripod with paunch for stonE.!-' 
boiling, Rough, Plate 11.) 

Fire was originally me. de with the palm drill, but among the first 
materials introduced by traders were bits of steel for fire l';la~:in(",.. The 
Indians soon discarded the old fire· making implements in favor of the 
flint and steel l.!lf:thod. GilLlore mentions the use of a fire drill made 
from the Yucca elauca as a ter.i.pora.ry method of fire making by the Teton 
(Gilmore, p.?l, and Plate 8} • 

Beds: "There v.Bre cOi".unonly three beds or seats, one at each side 
and o~t tho back of the ti·pi, euch consisting of a long platform cov­
ered with a sort -of mat of lif")lt willm; reds, ·t:Ner v.hich were thrown buf­
falo robes or blankets •••• u (Hodge, Part 2, p,?59; illustration, Part l, 
p.477.) 

storage: Sufficient roan remoincd in the tipi for storage of the 
limited number of household and rersonul effects carried by the nomadic 
Teton. In addition, outside the lodge near the doar, stood a tripod of 
slender poles about 10 feet long. Here the warrior hung his boW and 
qUiver, his lance, shield, and medicine case. {:Maximilian, Vol.22, 
p.322; stansbury, p.45 .. ) 

SHELT3R OF LATER YF.ARS 

As the buffalo be~c scarce, tipis af canvas material obtained 
frCII!l the white men eeme into use. This chan~ took place about 1870 .. 
Brackett saw both canvas and buffalo hide tipis at Red· Cloud .Ar,ency in 
18?6 {Brackett, p.46?). The canvas tipi remained in use for nany years. 
As a st111m10r residence it still finds favor m:1ong many Plains triOOs • 
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After their settlement on reservations iri the 1870's the Govern­
ment encouraged the Indians to build houses of loe or frame constr~c­
tion. The Teton were slow to adopt this new form of residence, however. 
From the ComMissioner's Reports we may infer f:tor.1 the data on house 
building nnd house occupancy that a considernble portion af the Teton 
did not live in houses until about the year 1890. 

Mekeel, in his study of the Teton of White Clay district in 1931, 
fmmd 154 houses or which "• •• fourteen are frame and two-roomed; 133 
are lac and nostly one-roamed; 3 are a combination of log and frame; 4 
are crude shacks (built and lef't by fanner white renters for summer 
residence while tendirw, crops). For roofs 86 of these houses have 
earth, 62 8re shing.led, and 6 are tar-papered. Board tloorinG is laid 
in 110 houses, while 44 have dirt floors." {Mekeel, 1936, :p,lo.-) His 
data on the furnishin~s of 133 families indicate an uveraP,e of 2.4 beds 
per family (almost all druble); 2.7 chairs per :!h:nil.y (muny houses hc.ve 
benches); one sewi~ machine to every 1.3 farUlies; and one timePiece 
(alarm clock or watch) to every 1 .. 8 fm:rl.lies (He keel, 1936, p.lO). 

THE SWEAT HOUSE 

A special structure used for hygienic treatment, and for purifica­
tion in cmmection with relisicus rites and ceremonies, was the svmat 
house. The use of the sweat house was both old and widesprea4 among 
the Indians. It has been slow to disappear among reservetion India~s. 
Mekeel found an avera~e of one sweat lo~e to every 22 frunilies in ex­
istence on Pine Ridge Reservation in the White Clay district in 1931 
(Mekeel, 1936, p,lO), 

Mooney gives a detailed description af the construction nnd use of 
the Teton sweat house: 

•
1.''T.'he svreat-house is a small circular franev-'ork of willow 

branches driven into the ~round and be:r..t over and brour;ht tor;ether 
at the top in such a way that \'hen covered with blankets or buf­
falo robes the structure foms a ilimir.utive rotmd-top tipi just 
high enough to enab]e several persons to sit Or' to st fllld in a 
stooping posture inside. The doorwny faces tho enst, as is the 
rule in Indian structures, and at the distAnce of a few feet in 
front of the doorway is a snall mound of e.'lrth, on which is placed 
a buffulo sku.ll, v:ith the head t1.1rned as if looking into the lodge. 
The earth of which the mound is formed in taken from a hole dug in 
the center of the lodge. Near the sweat-house, on the outside, 
there is frequently e. tall sacrifice pole, from the top of which 
are hung (;t':ti-p.; of bright-colored cloth, packages of tobacco, or 
other offerings to the deity invoked by the devotee on any }Xlrticu­
lar occasion • 
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11 Fresh buudles of the fragrant wild sar.e are strevm 
upon the r,round inside af the sweat-house, and a fire is 
kindled outside a short distance awo.y. In this fire stones 
are hented by the :r:~edj.cine-nen, and vtien all is reany the 
patient or devotee, stripped to the breech-cloth, e;:1ters tl"e 
sweat-house. 't'he stones are then handed in to hiP by the 
priests by r:~eans of two :t'orked sticks 1 cut especiell~{ for the 
purpose, and with two othe::- forked 3ticks he ruts tre stones 
into the hole already mentioned as lwvinr, been duf, in the cen­
ter of the lod~e. Water is th8n passed in to hir-1, which he­
pours over the hot stones until the whole int.;rior is filled 
with steam; the bJ.ankets are pulled tirtht to c)ose every 
opening, and he sits in this aboriginnl '1\lrkish bath until 
his nnked body is dripping with perspiration~ During this 
tine the doctors outside are doinc their p<'.rt in the way of 
praying to the GOds nnd keepinc; ur: t!w sup:;JlY of hot stones 
and v.e.ter until i:r.. their estimation 1£ ll."'ls been suf.ficient-
ly purified, physically or mor&.lly; htcn ~u emerges and re­
SUI"l.Cs his Clot'tin·;, sDr::.c:ti!ms first ch.Jck'i!l[;·· the pcrspirati on 
and induciDt:: a reaction hy n plunr,e into the ncir;hboring 

t 1- l OG R""> -~,.,,.. I s rema •.•• '"' i:00ilf;'J, .·v • ")_lo..>•-',-~ . .:::. 

(An illu3trttir)n :ilcr:vin.3 tfe willow found,Jtion of a ~cton sw81.1t 

hous6 and the ndJ'nccnt sacrifice pole appears ~n "ooncy 1e97 Pl t .... m ,-,·1.'J 
XCIV.) 

30 

Another structure, t dMporn::..--y in chrtiuctcr, but of r;rca t irlporbmce 
in Teton culture, wa.s the Sun Dmcc Lodge. (See section of this p::.per 
dcalinr:; with the Sun Ibncc.) 

• * • • • • • 
* • 

* 
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'I'RA!!SPORTATION 

In the rn!gratocy lifo of the Teton prior to their settleroont on 
reservations, great stress was placed upon rRpid and efficiont means 
of transportation. The Teton trnveled by land and their rrethods con­
sequently were adjusted to oovemcnts on foot or on horseback. Water 
transportation therefore was weakly developed. 

31 

Bei'<re t.lts Teton ncquirad the horse, the dog was their only beast 
of burdon o.nd heavy loads v,·erc carried h:,• OO,;"t:r,l~J~. l'!::'iximilian de­
r_;-z~i0r"!ro the dogs of the Teton as larr:;e and stron['., differing little frau 
the wolf, save that the tail was turned up more.- Somo wore "wolf color; 
others black, white, or sn.ottcd with black and \lhitc •••• " (Ha.ximilian, 
Vol. 22, p.310). 

The dar; travois: The tm.vois, on which tle load was carried, was an 
ingenious arronger'_ent cOnsisting of two poles abrut 15 feet in length 
(Catlin's estii:J.lite, Vol. 1, P.45), lashed tor:ether with sinew at one end. 
resting at an angle over the dog's neck, und -fastened securely to the 
animal by r.1eans of a sinple harness; while the other ends of the poles, 
spread out in a V-ahape, dra~~d on the 3round behind. About midway be­
tymen the poles was a netted crosGpiece, which was usur.lly wa 1 in shape • 
{This trre of travoia is .f.Jlustroted n.t tbe tOp of pa.je 34. Uissler, 
l92?b; Kurz's drawir..g of r:--·Plains dOg harne~::.ed to a -travois, sh<JNing 
detail of harness, appeu.rs in Bushnell, 1922, Plate 26.) ThetiDiC".ovs·w_e 
folded into a cOl!l.pact bundle and securely tied tot~ netted crosspiece­
with rauhide. On top of it Here placed articles of hou3ehold equipment. 
Ai'ter the acquisition of the horse, only lighter articles, as a rule, 
were carried on the dog trnvois. 

(For a detailed description at the d~ travois in u:.:;e, as obserTed 
among the Oglala in 1849, see Stansbury, vr.46-4?. For an earlier des­
cription, see Catlin, Vol. 1, p.45, and plate in Faceant 2£ America, 
Vol. 1, p.45.) 

HORSE TRANSPORTATION 

The horse is so clorely us~ociated in the popular imagination 
with the Indians of the Plains that it nay be scrre ... mat of a surprise to 
some museum visitors to ler.rn thnt tho India::1s had no horses in prehis­
toric tirn.es. we know that horsen were not seen by the Amari ren Indians 
until Spanish explorer::; apr.eared on this conti!lEmt in the early years of 
the 16th century, The first horseG to come into tre possession of the 
Plains t riOO s wef.e ntr;tys or abandoned a.."1 innls from the f'.L~ ~::-•'PQ.'in:; capOO.i­
tions into the southern· plains which begun in 1540. Thence the une 0f 
the horDe spread northwnrd! So rapid t'Ds this diffusion that many 
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tribes had obtained horses before they were first met by White men. 
{See Map NO. 7, which gives dates of first mention of horses among the 
various plains tribes.} 

The Teton appear to have secured the horse between 1700 and 1742 
(Wissler, 1914, p.5}, or, in terms of Teton history, "about the time 
that the emigration fran. the tii!iber began." {Robinson, 1904, p.28). 

2 

The acquisition of the horse was a great boon to this nomadic tribet It 
meant.that hunting could be pursued over a wider area and game could be 
secured with much less diffiyulty. 

By the 19th century the Teton possessed large numbers of horses, 
but there was always e. lively den.and for roore. Horses could then be 
acquired in one of four ways: by catching them on the prairies, by 
trade, by gift. Or by stealing thalli from enemy tribes and later from 
white iu.t•~ante. 

Catching wild horses was an 
by the young men of the tribe. 
Brule: 

exciting and dangerous sport favored 
Hayden describes an expedition af the 

"Every summer, excursions were :made by the young rr.en intc 
the Platte end Arkansas country, in quest of wild horses, which 
abounded there at the ti.rr..e in large numbers. Their mode of 
catching them was by surrounding them, end running them down on 
their horses. Taking positions ct different points, they pur~ 
sued them from one to the oth0r, until they became so fatigued 
as to be lassoed, after which they were thrO\"ID down, bridled, 
and packed or rode by these fearless cavaliers. Often 40 to 
60 of these wild horses were brought home as the results of a 
single expedition." (Hayden, p.372). 

The Indians were fine judges of horses and keen horse traders; the 
gift of a good horse was always keenl~r &Pl'reciated. Horses were e.I!lOng 
the few valuable possessions of the Teton, and he who poss~ssed-a large 
number of them was consider~d wealthy. 

Horse stealing was one of the principal motives for warfare between 
the tribes. So long as the aniwals were tal~en from the enurr,y the theft 
of horses was considered praiseworthy. Expeditions set out on fact for 
the purpose of stealing·horses froTh ~nemy camps. It was a dangerous 
undertaking which oftun led to expeditions of r6venge on the part of the 
enemy. {See section on Uarfare, thiS paper.) 

The horse travois: The horse travois is similar in principle to, 
but somewhat diff(jrt:nt in detail from, the dog travois. 'lb.e tipi poles 
were bound together with ra\1hide into two bunches £Jnd "tie.d on ei the!' side 

I 
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of the horse with a rope of rawhide passing in front of the saddle in 
such a way that the upper ends of the poles rested about the animal's 
3houldera. The netted oval f»amework of the horse travois was some­
times surmounted by a liGht wicker canopy, open on one side and cover­
ed with a buffalo robe. {See the Cheyenne travois, Plate 14, Bushnell, 
1922, similar to that described for Oglala seen in 1849, Stansbury, 
p.46.) The horse travois not only transported household e~uipment, but 
it was used also to carry the aged, the sick, the wounded, and women or 
children Who tired of walki~. (A modification of the truvois used for 
~arrying the infirm is described in Hodge, Part 2, p.802.) 

The native horsetlB.n and his riding gear: T'ne Teton were excellent 
horse trainers and riders, learning to ride \·rhen very young and spending 
much tUne on horseback. General Crook rr£rvelcd that the Teton war­
riors' horses were so well traine·l that they could be safely left to 
graze near their :masters when the latter dismounted. (DeLand, 1930, 
p.294.) No ohel ters were used for horses; they were left in the open 
to graze on the nativu grasses. You~ cottonwood branches were some­
tiffieS given them as a delicacy. (Giluo~e, p.?2.) 

It should be noted that Indians of th,} Plains mounted their horses 
from the right side, Which is opposite to the customary n:ethod of mount­
ing used by Whites. They used a rrdnimum. of riding gear, the essential 
elei!ients of Which were taken over from the Spaniards and Silllplified to 
suit the Indian's needs • 

Saddles: '!Vm types vwr~ used: {1) the pad saddl.;, simply a bag 
of soft skin stuffed with hair or other soft IlliJ.terials (s'3a illustration 
in Wissler, l915b, Fig. 8); and {2) tha frame saddle, consisting of two 
parallel wooden side bars, supporting t\ro forked or bowed uprights 
{ponmel and cantle) betwet~n which was suspended a hammock-like s<Je.t IIiS.de 
of a broad bend of hide. 'The side bers of .Teton saddles were decidedly 
curved (following pattern in i.''ig. 3b in Wissler, 1915b). Pommel and 
cantle were often identical in shape. Same porumels were horn-shaped 
with hooks in front for the quirt, or they might be Y-shaped. {See 
Fig. 2, Wissler, l915b. This is b. Shoshoni frame saddle, but very like 
that of the Teton.) 

The pad saddle is usually regarded as a man's saddle and the frame 
saddle as a v.Dme.n's. But saretimes w:>men used the pad saddle and men a 
low-bowed frame saddle with poL1I!lel and cantle rising fully 18 inches 
(Parkman, p.84). 

Stirrups: As a ru1e saddles had stirrups of bent wood• covered with 
buffalo· hi de. (See :iiss ler, 1915b, Fig.l3.) U sue.lly, however, the stir­
rup straps were tied, •·•ith no devices for raising oro lovll'ering them. • 
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Cinch: A single cinch was used, so adjusted as to beftl' upon the 
middle cf the saddle. It was usually made of hide, but was sometimes 
of w:~ven hair. (See Wissler, 1915b,} 

Saddle blankets: Saddle blankets were of buffalo hide, B.lld for 
t:ten 1 s use we1·e usuuily plain. Homen somet1L1es used a highly Ol'nOlliented 
soddle blanket, (See V!issler, 1915b, :E'ig, 18,) 

Saddle-b~gs: The Teton used 
Wissler, 1915b, Fig, 18.} 

paired sad(i.le-bags of buff&lo skin. 
(See 

Cl'UPi.Jers: The ~rUpJ)er was used by many Teton Dakota mn;en riders, 
It was often decorated '<11th painted designs. (See illustrntion of 
crupper in Hissler, l915b; although not Dakota, it is representative of 
the general Plains typt:,) 

Spurs: In the early days spurs 
Indians. Metal Epurs were sometimes 
trations in Wissler, 1915b.) 

were probably not used 
obtained from traders, 

by the Plains 
{See illus-

Bridles: The Indians used no bit, und seldom a bridle or halter, 
'!'he horse,was controlled by &.cord looped about its lower jaw. Catlin 
stated th~t thi,s was Gener&lly used ttto stop rather than guide the 
horse." {Catlin, 18?6, Vol. 1, p.252. See also l'Jissler, l915b.) 

Ropes and lasso: For t·8-thel--ins hor::;es 1 ropes of buffalo hide, or 
braided cords of hair, or le&t~ern thongs were used. The lasso used to 
catch wild. horses is described by Catlin :;.s "a lout_~ thong of rawhide of 
ten or fifteen yards in lenGth, rr.ade of several braids or twists." 
{Catlin, Vel. 1, p.253.) 

Quirts: The whip wes a wooden- or antler·-h&ndled quirt with 
leathern lash and J.eatl:Jern :'il'ist holder. It was carded about the 
right \'lrist. (Description in Catlin, Vol. l, p.23?; illustrations 1 

Plate 99; illustration of Bleckfoot whip si.miler to th:.:.t used by the 
Teton in !'{1ssler' 1 l915b, FiE;. 23, left.} 

A fine dr·.1wing 1 11iede 'bet·wet:n 1832-34, vf' c1 Plains Indian on horse­
back 1 showing son,e of the de~ tails of the equipJ,ent 1 appears in Wa:lXi­
rnilian's Atlns, Plate 19. 

Horse races were a favorite sport urucug the Teton and a means of 
testing the speed of their best mounts. MhXiJailinn'~ Plate 30 shows a 
Vlestern Dakota horse race. The riders are be.reback 0r usi!:g only hide 
saddles without stirrups. 

For hunting the buffalo u sinr.ple pr.~ only is shown in Bodmer's 
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drawiri.g (:.1e.ximilien• s Atlas, Plate 64). There is no- indication of 
stirrups. 

In tr,e l84C's the Teton bee;en to acquire mules, either by trade 
or thef"';, ~'rorr1 •;ra'Telnrs s.long the Overland '!::"ail. Parkman mentions 
that the C'glnla had :;-,uJes in 1846, and Stansbury 1'cund them poesef.s­
ing 11 a gocd 1~r.y excellent r:1ules" in 185U. {Parkrrilln, p.85; St&nsbury, 
p.25?.) 

5 

Many fine i:lustrations cf Indians on horseback ap?ear in the draw­
ings and po.!..ntin~:,s of Frede'.'ic Remington and Charles RusselL 

A:'ter t~-:.8:ir sei;tlemont on reservations, the Teton continued to 
l'aise larr;e l1'!i'"iber::: ot h·::rses and mules. The Comnissioner1 s Report for 
1900 :tn<ii..:.a%.5 t:·,p,_t o'/e!' SO,OOO horses &nd mules were being raise6. on 
the varJ.cus -reton r~s,~;-vatio:r..s at that tirr.e. 

T:.e Teto~'s ~e2t love of horses has survived to the ~resent day 
and the CNJbGyls lil'e is his ideal. He likes to attend rodeos and to 
tall;. ab.:,ut h.orses , (;/K,keel, 1'336, p~. 5-?.) 

S!l( .. wshves: ~1e :<::!CW that snowshoes were used by soue of the northern 
Plo.inS-:-tr~~:~-in ;-·;in teT, but the extent to which tl'wy were usod by the 
Tet0n, if at all, :is :1-ot clPbl'. The pattern oi' a F:l.uins Im"lian snowshoe 
is illust"·dted in i·:::et::::illli:..icn's Atlas, Plc~te 54, 

!lw_"o_~)l_:i-~;_!: 'I'l~e t>u~~---ooat was u frflTf.Leworl: of wood over which a--­
buffalo :ta.::e ~O"t:t' '\\rf'.n f:tretched. It wnfe u.':!ed to so::>.e cxt·:mt by the 
Western l)nXot<: v.craB:--o tr. transport ther.:;sej'_ve.s 0-nd their h~U:.~ehold goods 
over rive:r·s (l,cf'.l:!e, p,l72), hut the Teton used it less cr_.r:rucnly tLan did 
the villuce :Ind.:.ans G!l. the TJppar lhssouri. (A gocd 1llust:ration of an 
Eidutau bull-bO!!t and :paddle a:PJ'ears in Bushnell, :!.922, Flste 35.) 

Swi:milj.!W: l~en, wome1:, E.nd children were generally good swimmers. 
(McGee, p.l'/2). 

C:radles: Inft.nts were ca!"ried in cr&dles. Mexin.ilian, in 1!:34, 
describedthose crt:;.dh:s a;:; urno.Ir,ented board..s tc v1hich the infants were 
fastened with broad le!:lti1ern straps, one passing e-ver the head, and the 
oth~r over the ruiddb cf the body. The cradle wa~· entirely covered with 
porcupin·-~ quill dtH.:c..ration. Mason, in his r;;onogruph on Indian cradles 1 

quotes C<J.tlin's descrip-tion for the Sioux.. (:Mason, 128?, pp .. 200-203; 
illustrations of oclala cradle-, _p.200; an old SimJx cradle, p.202. See 
also illustretic-ns in Krieger, 1928, Plate 27; Wissler, l902a, Fig.?9; 
Sydow, Plate XL'<.) 

HP.fl.d Qpfoanati.cn was unknown to the Teton • 

:i 
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After the tribe's settlement on reservations, the farm wagon se­
cured from the Government began to take the place of the picturesque 
travois of the nomadic days. 

At the present time there are many automobiles in use. Maleel's 
statistical studies of the White Clay conm.mity reveal that there was 
one automobile to every 4~1 families in 1931. Almost all of these 
were model-T Ford:J {Hekeel, 19:36, p.lO). 

* * .. * • • • • 
• 

• 
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WEAPORS USED IN HUNTING .AllD WARFARE 

'lbe bow and arrow, lance, club, and stone knife were native Teton 
weapons. FireB.l."mB and metal knives were introduced by traders at an 
early date. For defense the Tetcn warrior carried a circular sh1eld 
of buffalo hide. 

'l1lE BOW AND .ARROW 

37 

The most useful. native weapon of tn.e Teton. whather for war or the 
chase, was tho bow and arrow, in the use Of which the Indians were most 
proficient. LeSueur found them to be expert bowmen in 1700 {Robinson, 
1904, p.53} • and indeed this weapon remained the favorite for hunting 
buffalo until after the middle of the 19th century. One cld Teton pre­
ferred his bow and arrow fur the burtcl.o -hunt oven t.; the .improved 
rifles of 1881. In warfare the bow and arrow we.s never really super­
seded by firearms until breech-loading Titles were seeured by the Teton 
in the sixties. 

Bows: Teton bows were of two kinds; the selr, or one-piece, bow, 
an4 t~mpound bow~· made c~ two or moro pieces carefully joined to­
gether. Self bows were moat commonly made of ash, a mod native to the 
Teton country. 'lbe Osage orange bow was highly favored, but this wood 
had to be obtained in trade from natives on the Arkansas River. {Gil­
more, p.lOB; Mason, 1893, pp.640,644; Standing Bear, 1931, p.20.} Most 
self bows had a double ~ve, and were relatively short to facilitate 
their ~se on norseback. --'lbree-and-one halt feet is a good length for a 
Teton bow. (See illustrations in Mason, 1893, Plates 83, 84, and 85.) 

Compound bows probably first came into use because of a searci ty 
of gcod wood for Jmking one-piece bows, Teton compound bows were made 
principally of the horn of buffalo or mountatn sheep, with pieces care­
fully fitted together and the joints wrapped with buckskin; flannel, 
also, was sorr.etimes used. Mason calls the compotu1d bows of the Sioux 
"the most beautiful in shape of any among savage tribes." (Mason, 1893, 
p.642. See also illustrations in same, Plate 82.} 

Many Teton bovm were sinew-backed and bow strings likewise were 
made of sinew, twisted. 

Arrows: Teton arrow shafts were fashioned of ash err other hard 
wood~ were approximately 25 inches in lengtht were fitted with three 
eagle feathers, and had a characteristic fisQ.teiled nock at the end~ 
Shafts were grooved, marked with lightning furrows, and banded with 
from one to three strir;es near the nock. The points were attached with 
glue from the buffalo and with sinew • 

\, 
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WEAPONS 

Aboriginal Teton arrowheads were of stone or bone, but points of 
these materials were early replaced by metal ones made of iron secured 
from White tradBrs. Mason, writing in 1893, was very suspicious of the 
authenticity of any so-called Sioux stone arrowheads. Nevertheless, I. 
Allen, a pione•n· resident of Montana, describes in detail the aboriginal 
IJlethOd of making stone and bone points. (Q.uoted in Mason, 1893, pp.6?2-
873.) 

However, the t,:pica.l 19th-century Teton arrowhead would be an iron 
one. Parkman, descr 1 bin.g; tll:30gle.la weapons of 1846, mentions only 
iron e.rrowpoints {Parkman, p.l80). Metal points varied in size end 
shape. (See illustrations of rr.ete.l-pointed arrows in MaSPl\i·. 1893, 
PlQtes 47, 83, and 85; so~e stone-pointed arrows of doubtful authenticity 
are shown on Plate 46.) 

There az~ many references to the fact thst a skillful hunter,arrr£d 
with a strong bow, could shoot a metal-tipped arrow completly through 
the body of a buffalo~ 

Arrow release: Teton hc.nters or warriors in the act of shooting 
the bow and arrow-should be using the so-called tertiary release. (Il­
lustrated, in Hodge, Part I, p.93.) 

Quivers and bow cases: Both bow ~nd arrows were carried in hide 
cases when not in use. These cnses were two separate compartments, but 
were attached to each other. Bow cnses were about 42 inches long, 
quivers about 26 inches. The latfer we.re Usually made of buffalo hide 
or otter skin. Both were ornamented v!ith cut fringes, sometimes with 
fur, or quilled or beaded decorations. {See illustrations in Mason, 
1893, Plates 83, 84, 85.) 'l'he quiver was slung over the left shoulder 
by a skin strap, and hung at the beck of the wearer. 

WE LANCE 

The spear or lance is probably the oldest of the weapons used by 
the American Indians. Yi'ithin the historic period the Plains Indians 
used the lance for hunting the buffalo on horseb~ck or for fighting at 
close quarters f1·om the mounted position. As a rulB hunting lances 
had shorter, heavier points than those used in war. (Hodge, Part I, 
p.?55.) Mounted warriors carried the lance in addition to the bow and 
arrows, rather than in place of them. Such lances were made of long 
shafts of hard wood (Culbertson, on p.lOO, remarks th3t those se~n by 
him in 1850, "were about ten feet long"), tipped ~~ith stont>, e.nd later 
with iron, points. As ~~us th2 case with a:r·row points, iron replaced 
stone lanceheads at an early date. Parkman rr.~ntions·:only iron points 
on the lances of Oglala vmrriors seen in 1846. (P'3I'kman 1 pp.142;180 • ) 
Lances were ornamented with colored feathers • long scalp-locks, or bits 
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of colored cloth. (Culbertson, p.lOO; Parkman, p.l42.) 

Catlin illustrates typical mete.l-pointed lances used in the nor'th• 
ern Plains in the 1830's on Plate 18. (Catlin, 1876, Vol. 1.) 

!liE 1Wl CLUB 

Clubs used in combat at close quarters were, under aboriginal con­
ditions, fitted with etoue haads. The club with stone bell head wrep­
ped in buffalo hide was used.by the Dakota. (Wissler, 1910, p.l63 and 
Fig. 10:3.) Wooden-handled clubs fitted with metal heads or a metal spike 
were early introduced by fur traders. (These types were seen by Catlin 
in 1832 and illustrated by him, Vol. 1, 18?6, Plate 99, Figs. d, e, f. 
See also the iron-headed tawahawk in the hand of the WeStern Dakota man 
on Plate 41 of Maximilian's Atlas.) 

ICnives were used in hunting for skinning and cutting up the slain 
anil!lals. :tn warfare they served for scalping the enemy, or occasionally 
as wee.IJOns in hand to hand combat. Although originally of stone, metal 
knives of European DIDce were traded to the Indians at e.n early date, and 
remained favorite articles of trade for many years. Men carried their 
knives in gayly decorated cases attached to the belt; women wore theirs 
·in wide belts of leather, ornamented v:ith brass nails. (Brackett, 
p.469;· Catlin, Plate 99, Figs. a, b, illustrates metal knives of the 
type seen by him in 1832; Maximilian's Atlas, Plate 54, shows a knife 
case of the sem.e period. A number of Dakota beaded knife cases are 
shown in Wissler, 1902a, Plate XLIX.) 

FIREARMS 

Although the Teton acquired fireerms at a later de.te than the tribes 
farther east, they were armed with rifles earlier than many of their 
neighbors on the Plains to the north and west. Trudeau found the other 
Missouri River tribes to the north fear:ful of the "Sioux oa.tion.s" in· 
1794 because the Sioux had firearms and they had not. (Trudeau, p.455.) 
Lewis and Clark remarked that the Teton men seen by them in 1804 were 
"badly armed with fUsees" (matchlocks)(Lewis and Cl~k. Vol.!, p.l66). 
Many of the Missouri River Indians illustrated in Maximilian's Atlas 
are shown carrying !iree.n:ns, the details of which are fairly well in­
dicated. 

The old muzzle-loader, however, never displaced the bow and arrow 

I 
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for hunting buffalo or in mounted warfare. The difficulty of reloading 
on horseback was a detriment to its efficient use. The· mounted man 
carried the muzzle-loader in addition to the bow and arrow, if he carried 
it at all. (Its use in this combination is indicated in P~kman's de­
scription, p.l53.} For hunting smaller geme on foot and in warfare 
afoot, the muzzle-loader was most useful. (Denig, p.555.) 

Muzzle-loaders were furnished the Indians by the Government for use 
in hunting g~e troru about 1835 to the 1060's. They were ei~her flint­
lock or cap lock, and varied considerably in both caliber and barrel 
length. (Rifles of this type are illustrated and described in Sawyer, 
p.5~, Plate 7, Fig. 1.) 

The Indians took very poor care of their guns. After a short period 
of use, guns often bec6me rusty and broken, a~d s~times · broken pieces 
were tied with rawhide in an e~fort to mend them. {See Sawyer, p.56, and 
illustration of broken gun mended with r~whide, Plate?, Fig. 2.) 

In the middle sixties the Teton begen to acquire breech-loading 
rifles. So~e of them ~~re acquired from unprincipled traders, others 
were taken from fallen soldiers in the Indian VTars, and still others 
were obtained directly from the Goverw1ent. The Interior Department fur­
nished the Teton with rifles end amrr..uni tion for huntir.g which, ironically 
enough, were used by the warriors in their battles with United States 
troops. (De Lund, 1930, p.193.) It is known that Henry rifles and Spen­
cP.r-·-and Winchester carbines \'Jere obtaine1 by Indian warriors prior to 
the Vlagon Box Fight in 186?. {Birge, p.l9l; De Land, 1930, pp.l50,166, 
193.) Dodge considered this battle as a transition event,at a time when 
few Indians had acquired the breechloader; but thereafter the use of 
this type of rifle was more common. Charles King is authority for the 
statement that by the SUiiFler of l8?G, "nine out of ten of the warriors 
known to be on the warpath had.uthe magazine rifle'' {lio.L~ : •• A. Graham, 
~Story of the Little Big .!!2!.!!• quoted in De Land, 1930, p.3l?.) 

The importance of the introduction of the breech-loading rifle, 
single shot or repeater, can_ hardly be overe~phesized. With the breech­
loader, the IDOWlted warrior c auld load end fire from his horse with per­
fect eas~. General Crook has stated his opinion that the mounted Indian 
warrior with the breechloader and n::..etallic cartridges was much superior 
in marksmanship to the soldier used against him in the Indian Hors of the 
1860's and 1870's. The mounted Indian could kill a moving wolf while 
riding at full speed; but the trooper was lucky if be could hit ~mount­
ed Indian even though the soldier stood on the ground. (De Land, p.293.) 
This explains the trained army ~hn's respect for the Indian warriors 
(rua~ly Teton end Cheyenne) of this period. 

Less infor~tion is available on the use of pistols by the Teton • 
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Hhile a. few rr£>.y have bf1c:..L traded to the Indians et eal' 1:1 er :pericds 1 

tl-.a pisco). wa3 ;J.Ot in (:.O::T'lcn use until the Ind:;.a.n War.<> cf t'r'JC t~.ec<.de 

1867-1.':5~'7, Charl_es Kir.'!, :;'tntes that by H~?? tlJ.A wer:-icrs C'-'.IT:te4, 
"as a rul9, two reY:>lvurs--Colt 1 s Nftvy preferred. 11 (Col- \i, ;.., Graham, 
~ St.0r:,: vf the L:!.~.;lli £~&.£lorn, q_uoted in De Land, 19.30 1 p.318.) 

It should be kept in mind that the use of the most up-to-dete re­
peating nfles did not rr.eP.n the discard of the more ptinn tive forlllS of 
weup0ns.. The bow ar1d urrows, lance, and war c.Luo ·were also used :,y the 
Teton to ~dvantage in the Indian Wars. lDe Land, 1930, pp. 88, 95,153, 
158' 189.) 

SHIELDS 

The Tetc~1 ::lij net W'3tr.r armor. Their sole d<:lfensive v1eapon was the 
thick bu:ffalo-hide s!;i ~ld~ carried. on the lef"t arm by a sir.pl2. buckskin 
strap. 'i'he shi.eld ~uasisted of a fire-hardene<l_ b.~:::·ra~.o 3_~j~ ;:-a.s'3, cover­
ed with tha C.re~!'.':f:,'l.. s:cin of buffalo, elk, or dBer tnc ef,~e& b6-iug char­
acteristic.ully ho:-d~::reC wi.th eagle feathers. Sh::.ol--.i~;; averf!geC. ab<:"ut 17 
inc~~s in Jifln:.e':..,;r T:tey furnished adeq_uate pr:1teo::-ti-::m 8fc..C.'Ln3t. lances 
or clubs, hut could not withstand the power of bulh-"ts f':tcl.'l .~.cproved fire­
arms. However. even in the early days, the shi~ld ~:wr:er ::-elieU for pro­
tection on the !:zy'Stic design painted on the covf"r ra!<t>er t.~an the thick­
ness of the hide itself. A."ld for this reason shielC.::~ were not ~bandoned 
duricg the Iudian \lers of' the 1860's and 1870's. (Mention of the use of 
the shield at the Uc.gon Box Fight, Aut:,ust, 1867, appeers in De Land, 1930, 
p.158.) 

ActuC1l shields of buffalo hide are rarely found in n1useum collec­
tions, but nutive-n~db reproductions ore common. (A detailed discussion 
of the Dakota shield may be found in !'iissler, l907b. Illu:::tra.tions of 
shields &ppear in Catlin, IIIJaximilian, Hissler, 1907b, and IlalJ., 1<?26b.) 

{.A descripticn of Teton shield-naking which might serve as the basis 
of E>n illnstration of this f:I.Ctivity appeors in Catlin, Vol. 1, p. 241.) 

* • • • 
• • 
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• • 
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!1\fllTlliG METHODS 

Two very important activities of the Teton men were fiehting and 
hunting. During the period of the fur trade, (;reat effort was ruade to 
secure large numbers of suituble pelts to exchange with traders for 
their many useful or ornamental articles. The Teton continued to make 
periodic hunting excursions as long as game was available. 

HUNTlliG THE BUFFJ\LO 

4 

The Tetons t_ hunting ucti Vi ties were largely concerned w 1 th the 
buffalo. Their nethods of hunting this animal v;ere numerous, ingenious, 
und devastatingly effective. It is not known what means were preferred 
by the Teton prior to their acquisition of the horse, but they probably 
had knowledge of several methods, both individ\lal and collllllUneL 

{l) Stalking the bu~falo afoot: Probably the oldest method of bi­
son hunting kno'm to the Junerican IIidi<ms was that of dispatching tho 
animal with a spear 'thrown from an atlutl, or spe9X thrower. 'Ihis was 
probably the favorite mothod employed by Folsom rr~n in hunti~~ tb~ now 
extinct species of bison. L'iter the bow end errow came into usc. We 
may distinguish three methods of individual and collective hunting afoot 
With spear or with bow and crrow: 

o. By. Surprising th~ buffo.lo bc:Jide o. strec.m or.o. wo.tar hole, 
u group of hunters on f'oot, and armed with their native weapons, would 
reodily kill several animals. 

b. Indian hunters, bow and arrow in hand, approached the 
buffalo on hands and knees, disguised with wolf skins over their heads 
and backs, and when close enough to the herd to get accurate shots, 
they rose and with dispatch killed as many animals as possible before 
the herd becaree frightened. Catlin describes this method used by the 
Missouri River tribes in 1832, and illustrates it (Oatlin, Vol. 1, 1876, 
p.254 and Plate 110). This ~nimal pelt disguise was widely used in hunt­
ing in native North America. Le Moyne, the French artist, pictured the 
use of e deerskin disguise used by Florida Indi~s in hunting deer as 
early as 1563 (See Dengler, Plate 2). 

c. Catlin found that He-won-je-tuh ( 11 the one horn••), a 
Miniconjou chief whom he met in 1832, was proud of the fact that he 
could run down a buffalo on foot and kill it with the bow and arrow, 
This method of trackiilf, the buffe.lo I!lO.y h(We been more conmon e.mng the 
Teton before they secured the horse. (Catlin, Vol. 1, p.2ll,) 

(2) Hinter hunting on snovJ~: Catlin describes a ruethod of 
winter huntinc by which Indians on snowshoes drove the buffalo into 
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deep dr~.fts, from whlch they were unable to escRpe, end kJ.l.lod. them 
with the la:::ce or with the bow end arrow. UsuE.lly only the pelts were 
te.i~en wf,l-1r this method was used. (See Co:tlln, Vol.l 1 p .203, uil.d.:: j!l;1:nstra­
tion, Pluta 109; or Hornaday, p.484, and Plate XVIII, in which Catlin's 
description and paintings are reprinted.) Catlin himself never saw this 
method in uaf\. 

(3) Grass burning: A method of group hunting used by the Eastern 
Dakota in ruOre Fecent tUnes, and probably also by the Teton before they 
sP-cured the horse~ was that of burning the grass surrounding a herd of 
buffalo, preventing their escape through the flrumes, and killing all the 
animals within the burning circle. Perrot's description of this method, 
as observed in the early years of the 18th century, is quoted in i'lissler, 
192?b, p.24. (Mentioned for the Santee Dakota in Wissler, 1910, p.50.} 

{ 4) ~£!!dine;: A method of' securing the buffalo by driving them 
into enclosures is kncwn to have been used by several northern Plains 
tribes in the early days. It undoubtedly dates back to the pre-horse 
period. 'Ibis method as seen among the Assiniboine Prior to 1?76 is de­
scribed in detail by the elder Henry, p.286. Wissler states that the 
Teton Dakota practiced S orne form of the impounding method. {Wissler, 
192?b, p.23; also 1910, p.33.), 

(5} Driving over cliff's: Another method of buffalo hunting which 
probably dates back to the pre-horse period was that of decoying them 
and driving them over cliffs. It is described by Lewis and Clark, and 
reprinted by Hornaday, pp.483-484. In the Teton country west of the 
Missouri there are sevel-al sites where this method is said to have been 
used in the 19th century. '!he Chugwater, a s~ream in southwestern Wyoming, 
is said to have acquired its pictureBque name from this method of hunting 
practiced there. (Guernsey, p.l82,) 

It is certain, therefore, that before the Teton secured horses they 
did not \·;ant tor varied and effective methods of hunting the buffalo. 
In fact some/them (grass burning, impounding, aud driving over cliffs) 
were extrer~ly wasteful. 

After the acquisition of the horse, most of these early methods were 
discarded in favor of hunting on horseback. The method of driving buffalo 
over cliffs, however, continued in use. Two principal methods of buffalo 
hunting on horseback were practiced: 

(6} The surround: As the name tmplies, the mounted hunters encircled 
a herd of buffalo and rode &round it, killing off the animals with the 
lance, with bow and nrrow, or rifle as they rode, until a large numbex-­
perhaps the entire herd- was destroyed. (This Xll3thod is described in 
Catlin, Vol. 1, pp.l99-202j and by Stansbury- p.257 --who witnessed its 
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use by the Oglala in the fall of 1850. See also Hornaday, pp.480-483, 
with reprint of Catlin's description and illustration, Plate XVIII.) 

44 

(?) The individual hunt on horseback: A most exciting method of 
buffalo hunting was that of singling out an animal· and riding it down, 
approaching from the right side and killing with lance, bow and arrow, 
or rifle. '!his is the method most often pictured by white artists. It 
was the most thrilling and hence the method favored by white ~ortsmen. 
(See Hornaday, pp.4?0 ff.) 

In setting out on a buffalo hunt, the Indian hunter rode ~n in­
fer!or a~irr.al, leading his swift buffalo horse by a rope. When buffa­
lo were slghted, he mounted the fresh steed, which was usually covered 
with a b~ifclo robe rather than a saddle. The rider himself usually 
wore only breech cloth and moccasins, carried his bow in the left hand, 
his quirt around his right wrist, and his quiver across his back, leav­
ing his right he.nd free for handling and discharging the arrows. 

Wherever the buffalo happened to fall. it was skinned and the meat 
cut into convenient sizes for packing on horseback. (The method of skin­
ning, cutting, and packing is described in Deaamare, pp.443-444.) 

The communal buffalo hunt was a well organized undertaking wit~ a 
recognized procedure. {Very complete descriptions may be found in Dens­
more. pp~436-44?; and T. L. Riggs~ entire.) 

THE EXTEllliD!AXION OF Tim BUFFALO 

The fact that the Indians found uses for nearly every part of the 
animal does not mean that they were always deeply concerned with the 
conservation of the buffalo. When buffalo were scarce, it is true 1 they 
made good use of nearly every part of th3 carcass; but when the animals 
were numerous the Indians were often eXtremely wasteful. Not only did 
they kill more than they needed by grass burning, impounding, driving 
over cliffs, or in the surround, bUt they fr~quently killed for the tasty 
tongues or useful hides alone, leaving the re!IiBinder of the kill untz:>uched. 
Catlin was told of a party of Teton near Fort Pierre wac, in the spring of 
1832, took 1,400 buffalo tongues in a few hours without bothering to re­
move a single hide (Catlin, Vol. l, p.256). The Indion's preference for 
the female buffalo was also extremely destructive. 

Wasteful hunting practices, therefore, must be regarded as playing 
an important pert in the final extermdnation of the buffalo. White men 
began to predict its end as early as 1820. It is of int8rest to note 
that George Catlin suggested that in order to preserve both the buffalo 
and the Plains Indians, the entire Plains region should be declared a 
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national park (ca.tlin, Vol. 1, p.26l}. 

However, no conservation prograiD was set up, and as a result- the 
range and number of the buffalo continued to diminish. By 1883 this 
noble creature was no longer to be found in the northern pla.i ns. For a 
very complete and able description of the white man's part in its exter­
mination, see Hornaday, 1887. 

HUNTING 01<' O'll-I:ER .AND:1AI.s 

There is little available information on the method used by the 
Teton in bunting other animals and birds. .Judging tram facts kn011n 
about the Cheyenne, close neighbors who had many traits of n:aterial 
culture in common with the Teton, we may surmise that deer were gen­
erally hunted with bow and arrow; elk were caught with rawhide snares 
or driven over cliffs; mountain sheep were caught in snares or pit­
falls; wolves end foxes likewise were taken in pitfalls; and antelope 
were driven into enclosed pits. {See detailed description on the 
Cheyenne hunting methods in Grinnell, 1924, pp.273-299.) 

Hayden describes the Brule method of driving the antelope in the 
broken country near the source of White River: 

"The anirr.als, being surrounded by several hundred people, 
are driven through some .gup in the hills, beyond Which- t-s-- a :Per­
pend.iEUlrii- -descent of many feet, inclosed around the bBSe with 
logs and brush, raised to a sufficient height to prev~nt them 
f'rom jumping ov;;r. 'Ihe antelope, once through the gap or pass, 
cannot recede, and the pressure of those from behind forces 
those in front over the descent, the rear being followed up 
quickly by the pursuers." (Hayden, p.3?3). 

The Cheyenne ~ethod of catching eagles by hand from a specially 
constructed pit was used by the Teton. {The method, accompanied by a 
drawing of the pit, is described in Grinnell, 1924, pp.299-308.) 

FISHING 

Standing Dear statt:s that boys caur,ht fish with a bit of raw 
buffalo meat tied to the end of a horsehair line, or- vt th a willow 
pole having a looped end. (St&nding Bear, 1931, pp.65-6?)~ 
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The most certain way for a Teton man to win the admiration and 
respect of his fellows was by the performanCe of brave deeds in war. 
The Teton share with the Cheyenne the reputation of being the mos i dar­
ing and capable warriors of the northern plains. 

Enemies and ~tends of the Teton: We have seen that in their suc­
cessive migrations westward in the 18th and early 19th centuries the 
Teton wrested territory from the Omaha, Arikara, Crow, Kiowa, and Chey­
enne. 'Ibeir principal enemies in the 19th century were the Arikara, :Man­
dan, Ponca, Pawnee, Crow, and Shoshoni. Their relations with the Chey­
onne, Arapaho, and the other Dakota groups during this period were on the 
uhole friendly. Nothing like a binding agreement, however, allied these 
tribes! They aided one another in war only as mutual interests were in­
volved. As the years passed the economic interests of the Teton grew 
farther and farther apart from those of the Eastern Dakota and closer 
to those of the Cheyenne and Arapaho. 'Ibis is evidenced by the Tetons' 
refusal to aid the Eastern Dakota in their 1862 uprising; Whereas, they 
united with the Northern Cheyenne and Northern Arapaho in the warril 
against the \'lhitea from 1866 to 1877. During the conflicts of the 
sixties and seventies the Indian enemies of the Teton were generally 
friendly to the Whites. {See Me.p No. 8.) 

Mo1:11:es for warfare: The Teton went to wer to extend or to pro­
tect their hunting grounds and to obtain horses. 'Ihese seem to heve been 
their principal motives for :f'ighting,so far as rr.otives were needed. The 
fact that glory was to be won in battle was itself a €',reat encouragement 
and little further cause was necessary to send the Teton into battle 
against any wandering parties of Pawnee, Crow, or Shoshoni Which they 
might meet. 

The conduct of war: War expeditions were individual or tribal. In 
the latter the tribe acted as a uni t,'tnlt:in either case the parties were 
well organized before setting out. If securing horses was the objective 
the warriors went on foot, carrying extra moccasins, and perhaps cooking 
utensils and medicines. Boys were sometimes taken along to do the cook­
ing and to perform menial tasks for the warriors, at the same time learn­
ing the art of war. All• celebrations were postponed until the return of 
the warriors; then, if they had been successful, the scalp dance was per­
formed. (See Dancing, this paper. For detailed descriptions of the con­
duct of war parties, see Densmore, pp.332-418, and illustrations, Plates 
44, 48, 49, 50, 51, 52, 6lj also Talbot, pp.38-39.) 

Scalping: 
warrior was not 
was painful but 

Scalps were taken but the number of scalps obtained by & 
considered indicative of his prowess in war~ Scalping 
not necessarily fatal. The scalp-was taken by grasping 
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the hair on the crown of the head with the left hand and passing the 
knife around it through the skin, taking a piece of skin with the hair. 
It was not a genuine scalp unless it showed the crown of the head vtl.ere 
the hair divides and radiates from the center. Scalp locks, as dis­
tinct from the scalp, consisted of other pieces of hair. These were us­
ed to ornanent seams of shirts, leggings, tipi covers, lance shafts, and 
other articles. (See Catlin, Vol. 1, p. 238, and Plate 101. _Densmore, 
Plate 52, shows a scalp.) 

War honors: War honors were highly prized and were graded accord­
ing to the degree of bravery shown by the warrior. Thus, to touch a 
live enemy was considered a great deed, whereas to take the scalp of a 
fallen enemy, who might even have been killed by some other warrior, 
was of no great consequence. The successful warrior recited his honors 
at social gatherings, wore feathers or face paint, and painted his buf­
falo robe and tipi. cover to illustrate his brave deeds. His fellows 
saw to it that he did not lay claim to more or greater honors then he 
had justly earned. 

Amximilian describes the system of regulating the wearing of fea­
thers by Teton warriors in 1834: 

"He who, in the si~ht of the adversaries, touches a 
slain or a living enemy, places a feath8r horizontally in 
his hair for thi !'; exnloi L Thev look upon this as a very 
distinguished a~t,- f~r many are. often killed in the attempt, 
before the object is attained. He who kills an enemy by a 
blow with his fist, sticks e. feather upright in his hair. If 
the eneoy is killed With a musket, a sr::e.ll piece of wood is 
put in the hair which is intended. to revresent a rar;.u:cd. If 
a warrior is distinguished by many deeds, he has a right to 
wear the greet feather-ca~, with ox-ho~ns •••• Whoever first 
discovers the enemy. und gives notice to his comrades of their 
approach, is allowed to wear a srwall feather, which is strip­
ped, except towards the to:p •..• He who takes a prisoner v;ears 
a particular bracelet •••• '' (I.Iaximilian, Vol. 22, pp.326-327; 
see also illustrations, p.323). 

This description differs somewhat frow the information secured from 
old members of the Teton sor.:.e eighty years later by Densmore: 

"It was &Sid tliat if a party of warriors attacked 
the enemy and killed several l!ien, the first warrior who 
killed an enemy had a right to wear the 'black fuce paint'; 
thus many of the war songs contain the WQrdQ 1 the black 
face paint I seek.' '!his paint <ms worn by the roe:n in the 
dances which followed his return f: • .-~~ \:.rar .• Usuully it cove:r€d 

; 

' 
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only the face, al thot!gh e. man might. paint his entire 
body if he so desired. The second warrior to kill an 
enemy might 'strike the enemy,' for doing which he D.igh t, 
on his return, let his hair hang loose, but not paint his 
face. The time for continuing this practice va~ied ac­
cording to the individual, but was usually about a month. 
If a war party defeated the enemy without loss to them­
selves, it v:as permitted to the first four wUo killed 
enemies, and also to their women relatives, to use the 
black face paint. In such an event speci~ scngs would 
be sung, and at any large gathering these four men woulO. 
appear, the tribe considering them all to be equally en­
titled to the honor of using the bleck paint. 

"If a man had killed an enen:.y without injury to 
himself he was entitled to weHr a feather erect at 'the 
back of his head. If he killed two or mare he could 
wear a corresponding n~iller of feathers, but the ene-
mies must all have been killeG in the s~0 b~ttle. If 
he succeeded in striking an enemy he could wear e fea­
ther horizontally at .the back of his heed. Four men could 
•count coup' by striking the s2111e eneny." {Densrr..ore, 
p.359.) 

This was done by touching the victim with a stick, notched to de­
note the number of coups counted _(Mallery, 1893, p.22?). 

The ble.ck paint W&S seen on Teton o...arriors by Lewis and Clark in 
1804 (Lewis £.nd CL.:.rk, Vol. 1 1 p.l66) and by ?o.rklll&n, in 184!6 (Park­
roan p.l04). 

Tbe feather boJmet wc..s described by Ma~~imilinn from his observa­
tions in 1834: 

"This cap. composed of eagle's feathers, vtl.ich ure 
fastened to a lOilf, strip of red cloth, hdnging dovm the 
back, is highly valued b::r 2ll the tribes on the Nrissouri, 
and they never part with it except for a good horse •••• " 
(Maximilian, Vol. 22, p.326). 

Brackett gives an almost identical c'.escription or feather bonnets 
seen e.t Rad Cloud Agency in 18?6 {Brackett, p.469). T3lbot tllld Park­
llJan saw Miniconjou end Oglale. vm.rriors in fe~th.<::r Oorw.ets in the forties 
{Talbot, p.39; Pe.rkman, p.l4-2. A good ntotogrt~ph of a Tc~tnn feather 
bonnet appeurs in Densrr1ore, Plr: ta GO,) In the Wild \lest shows of a 
later period the feather bo~net bocame ~o comMOn as to lose ~1 meaning • 
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As a result its peculiar significance is not realized by the- public to­
day. This bonnet wns characteristic of the Dakota in the old days. To­
day we find Indiann all over the country assuming feather bonnets at ro­
deos and on dress occasions. 

Parkcan gives sou£ fine descriptions of the dress and equipment of 
Oglala warriors seen by him in 1846 (Parkman, pp.84, 142 1 153). 

Last intertribal conflict: What has been termed the last inter­
tribal Indian conflict in this country was fought between a party 6f 
some 1200 Teton warriors {Brule and Oelnla) and a buffalo hunting party 
of 400 Pawnee {of which only 250 were men) on August 5, 1873, in the 
place since known as Massacre Cunyon in southwestern Nebraska. lhe 
Pawnee, after a brave and stubborn resistance, were badly beaten, suf­
fering a loss of more thnn 200 individuals. (This battle is described 
in detail, with illustrations of the site and participants, in the 
Nebraska History ·Maguzine, Vol. XVI, No. 3, 1936. It would make a fine 
subject for a striking paintini~ for museum use.) 

Wars with the Whites: J..l though the Teton began to ba.re.ss travel­
ers on the Overland '!Tail through Nebre.sku and 1'/yOni.ing in the forties, 
their first conflict with United States troops wus in 1854. In this 
year Lieutenunt Grattan end his men were massacred east of Fort Laramie. 
There followed periods of intermittent peace and bitter warfare until the 
settlement of the Teton on reservations was c~pleted in 1877. (See sec­
tion on History, this paper.) 

Again, in_l890, as u result of the Ghost Dance excitement, the 
Teton met the Whites in the Battle of Wounded Knee on Pine Ridge Reser­
vation. This marks the end of an era, the last Indian-White warfare 
in America. {See section on History, this paper.) 

• 
• 

• • • 
• • 

• 

• • 



• 

XV 

WORK IN HIDES 

It was woman's work to dress the hides and to make and decorate 
nearly all the many articles made of hide used by the Teton. A woman's 
worth was to a considerable degree dependent upon her ability to dress 
skinsJ especially was this true during the period of the fur trade, 
when many hides were needed to exchange with the white trader for er­
tiGles desired_by the Indians. 

SKIN mESSING 

Hides were dressed in the open air, since sunshine was deemed 
necessary for the best results. Women dressed several hides at a time • 
.A.s soon as possible after the skin was taken 'from the dead animal it 
was pegged out on the ground, hair side down, and the work of dressing 
began. 'lhe general order of processes followed by the Plains tribes 
was as follows: 

( 1} Fleshing: All particles· of flesh, fat, and muscular_ tissue 
adhering to the inner suface of the hide were hacked off with a sharp, 
toothed instr1..llllent. 'Ibis tool was made originally of bone, but was 
later fitted with iron teeth or made entirely of iron, with a strap 
attached to the handle and fitting around the woman's wrist to give in­
creased _power to the s_craping movement. {Described for the ~ton of 
1834 by Maximilian, Vol. 22, pp.309-322; instruments .pictured in Wissler, 
l92?b, p.64.} 

(2) Scraping: After the hide had been left in the sun to cure for 
several days, it was scraped to &n even thickness with an adze-shaped 
tool havinc a wooden or antler handle to \ohich a blada of stone--later 
iron--~s bound with rawhide. (See picture cf instruments in Wissler, 
l92?b, p.63. Mason, 1889, lists two Sioux specimens, one 14{· inches 
long, the other 12 inches, both of antler, p.5B9.} 

If the hide was intended for a robe, only the inner side was 
scraped; if to be used fo~ such articles us bags or tip! covers, it 
was turned over and the hair scraped off. 

(3) Braining: A mixture of' cooked brains, fat, and liver of the 
buffalo was rubbed into the hide with the hands and smooth stones. 
(Maxmilian mont ions the use of p~ce stones by the Teton in 1834, Vol. 
22, p.322.) The hide was then soaked in water ovzr night. 

{4) Strippi~: The hide was next stretched out on a wooden frame, 
or again on the ground and the surplus bruins and moisture removed with 
a straieht edged tool resembling a hoe blade • 
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(5} Grainin&: After the hide had dried it was scraped with a rough 
piece of buffalo bone to remove all irregularities in the surface. {A 
Sioux graining tool of iron is illustrated in Mason, 1889, Plate XC, 

Fig. 4.) 

(6) Softening: Finally the skin was softened by pulling it back­
wards and forwards over_ a line, to make it pliable. Maximilian saw this 
process among the Teton in 1834. {~~ximiliun, Vol.22, p.322.) 

(For detailed description_of Plains skin-dressing processes in gen­
eral, see Hodge, Part 2, pp.591 .. 593; Wissler, l927b, pp.59-66; Mason, 
1889. Description of the Blackfoot methods appears in Wiesler, 1910, 
pp.63-70, with illustrations, Figs. 32 1 33, 34, and fletes I, III, IV, 
and V. Cheyenne methods described in Grinnell, 1924, Vol. I, pp.213 ff., 
and Plates opp. pp.l?6, 208, and 224.) 

.ARTICLES OF HIDE 

In addition to numerous articles of hide used for clothing, in con­
nection with the tipi, with warfare,qnd transportation, the Teton made 
many containers of hide materials in various sizes and shapes. 

Parfleches: The hide container of envelope construction known as 
the parfleche, used especially for carrying pemmican, was a character­
isti-c--Teton product. Teton parfleches average 63 centimeters long by 
3? centtmeters wide and have three pairs of tie holes on the side flaps. 
{Illustrations of parfleche patterns appear in Wissler, 192?b, p.68. 
See also \'lissler, 1910, pp.?9-82; and Spier, 1925). Parfleches were 
decorated with colorful painted d0signs. {See section on Decorative 
Art, this paper,'Plate 9 a.) 

Rectangular hide bags: Rectangular cont~iners, made of rawhide or 
softened skin, in various sizes and opening on either the lons or the 
short dimension, were used by the Teton. (See illustrations in Wissler, 
l902a, Figs. ?5, ?7, 86; and Wissler, 192?b, Figs. 25, 27; also Krieger, 
1930.) They were decorated with painted, quilled, or beaded designs and 
cut fringes, which were sometimes wrapped with quill or metal. 

Medicine cases: Tubular medicine cases of rawhide, decorated with 
painted dcsiGTIS and fringes, were also utilized. {See section on 
Decorative Art, this paper. Illustrations of Plains medicine cases ap­
pear in Wissler, 1910, Figs. 43, 44; and in Krieger, 1930.) 

Pipe-and-tobacco-bags: Narrow bags, ranging in length from 80 to 
150 centimeters, wore used to hold smoking equipment. They were decor­
atPd with quilled or beaded designs and fringed at the bottom. The 
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Dakota pipe-and-tobacco bags are the finest made by the Plaine tribes. 
(Illustrations in Vlissler. 19028., Plates XLII, XLIII, XLVII, XLVIII• LV; 
and Figs. 99, 100.} 

This type of bag is believed to be quite recent-- about mid­
nineteenth century. The Teton claim previously to have used entire 
skins of the young antelope, deer, beaver, end other animals for 
smoking bags. {Such receptacles were seen by Catlin in 1852: catlin, 
Vol. I, p.242 end Plate lOlt, Fig. C.) 

Strike-a-lisht pouches: · A leather-pouch, decorated with beaded de­
signs, was used to carry the smoker's fire lighting equipment. (Illus­
trated in Wissler, 1902a, Plate XLI.) 

Paint b~s: Paint for the face and body was kept in 
which in many cases were decorated with beaded designs. 
in Wissler, l902a, Plate L). 

Small pouches: Women and girls carried small pouches 
heavily headed and fringed. (Illustrated, Wissler, l902a, 

skin bags, 
(Illustrated 

which were 
Plate XL.) 

Awl cases: 'llie awls used for n:aking holes in skins While ·sewing 
were curried in heavily beaded cases. {These are similar to the Black­
foot specimen illustrated in Wissler, 1910, Fig. 38, except the Teton 
ones have closing flaps. 

* * * "' 
* * * 

* * • 
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THE USE~F N.RCOTICS BY THE AMERICAN INDIANS. 
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TOBACCO, PIPES, AND SM:lKlllG CUSTOMS 

Like most other Indian tribes north of Mexico, tne Teton had al­
ready acquired tobacco when they first met white men; they were pipe 
smokers. LeSueur in 1?00 noticed the Tetons' custom of "swallowing 
their smol{e." {Robinson, 1904, p.46). Details of the Teton Sllioking 
complex follow: 

IDBACCO 

Two species of tobacco appear to have been used by the Plains 
tribes aboriginally: Nicotiana quadrivalvus Pursh, was cultiva.ted by 
the Mandan, Hidatsa, Arikara, and possibly other Missouri River tribes, 
and Nicotiana attenuata Torrey grew wild over the southern and central 
Plains and was cultivated in the north. (West, Part I, pp.63-64:; Map, 
Part II, Plate I; Gilmore pp.ll3-114, illustration of quadrivalvus, 
Plate 2?.) It is not certain whether the Teton themselves ever raised 
tobacco. 

Smoking tobacco wus mixed with the inner bark of the willow (Salix 
nigra) and sumac leaves {Rhus trilobate). Dried laurel (KAlmia latifolia} 
and the bark of the ironwood (Carpinus caroliniana) were substituted for 
tobacco vmen that article was scarce. ('tlest, p.l07; Maximilian, Vol. 
22, p .313; Parkman, p .240.) 'Ihe term "ki-nnikinnick" was applied not 
orily. to tobacco but also to' the mixtures and substitutes. (West, p.32). 
Hhite traders at an early period began to offer tobacco in bartering with 
the Indians and it became a very popular medium of exchange. 

PIPES 

1~. G.A. West places the Teton in the region which he terms the 
rtFleins Pipe Area" in which the simple elbow· pipe and calumet were 
used. (West, Pert II, Maps 12, 14, and 15.} The use of the calumet he 
particularly identified with the Siouan peoples west of the Great Lakes 
{Ibid., p.35?). Maximilian terrred D~kota pipes "the most beautiful of 
all the North American Indians." (Maximilian, Vol. 22, p.321). 

Pipe bowls: The favorite material for Teton pipe bowls was catlin­
ita, a sof't claystone IUUl'tCd after George Catlin, who first brought it 
to the attention of mineralogists. It was taken from the famous quarry 
in southwestern Minnesota near the present town of Pipestone. Here the 
outcrop of catlinite occurs in a broad, shallow valley, the pipestone­
bearing stratum being only from 10 to 20 inches in thickness but nearly 
a mile long. Indian use of the quarry is believed to date back to rela­
tively recent prehistoric times. According to tradition the site was a 
neutral ground where warring tribes obtained pipestone together and in 



i,· 

.:; 

Sl&lKING CUSTOJ\5 54 

peace; but in the 19th century the Dakota claimed sole right to the 
quarry. It is noteworthy that the site is located in the region occu­
pied by the Teton in 1?00 and by the Eastern Dakota in later times. 
(For·4eta1led descriptions and illustrations of the quarry, see Catlin, 
1876, Vol. 2, pp.lG0-187 and Plate 270; and Holmes' illustrated account.} 

Catlinite is lOft and could he finely worked with stone tools. 
Catlin describes the drilling of the bowl: 

" ••• the Indian makes the hole in the bowl of the pipe, by 
drilling into it a hard stick, shaped to the desired size, 
with a quantity of sharp sand and water kept constantly in 
the hole, subjecting him therefore to a very great labour 
and the necessity of much patience." {Catlin, Vol. I, 
p.234). 

Some pipe bowls v:ere carefully carved into life forms, and in later 
·years many were tastefully inlaid w1 th pieces of metal. 

Pipe sterns: 'Dle broad, flat pipe stem was made of ash wood 
(Fraxinus pennsylvanica Marsh} {Gilmore, p.lOS). Catlin describes the 
drilling of the stem hole: 

" ••• the stems are uniformly made of the stalk of the 
young ash, which generally grows straight. and has. a 
·small pith through the centre. which is easily burned 
out with a hot wire or a piece of hard wood, by a much 
slower process.tt (Catlin, Vol. I, p.235}. 

Pipe stems were decorated with tufts of dyed horsehair and wound vrl.th 
strips of dyed porcupine quills. (Maximilian, Vol. 22, p.322). The 
sacred calumet bore feathers and other decorations. It should be noted 
that the stem, not the bowl, was considered the sacred part of the 
Siouan calumet· (West, p.l28). 

(For illustrations of Dakota pipes, see Catlin, 1876, Vol. I, 
Plate 98; West, Part II, Plates 1?8 ff; and McGuire, 189?.) 

\illiTE INFLUENCE ON PIPES 

White traders manufactured catlinite pipes for sale to Indians or 
to white souvenir hunters. Burnett esttmated that in 1892 not one p~ 
cent of the pipes then being made were of Indian manufacture {Holmes, 
p.264). 

The long, detachable stem of stone was developed for the tourist 
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trade in the latter half of the 19th century (We~t. p.24B). 

O'IIDR SMOKING EQ1.JITh!ENT 

The elaborate pipe-and-tobacco bags·used by the Dakota, as well as 
the strike-a-li~ilt pouches in which the flint and steel for lighting 
purposes were carried, have been described in the sect.i.on Work in Hides. 

SM:lKING CUS'!OMS 

Smoking was either a recreation or a sacred act for the Teton, de­
pending upon circumstances. Catlin remarked that the Indisns were ex­
cessive smokers and that some of them "would seem to be smoking haJ.f 
their lives." (Catlin, Vol. I, p.234-). The smoke was generally inhaled 
{Maximiliun, Vol. 22. p.313). It was the custom tor the host to offer 
the pipe to his visitors. In social smoking the pipe passed from right 
to left, but in the medicine smoke of reconciliation it passed from 
left to ribht around the circile (Parkman, p.233). 

Catlin mentions the use of the sacred cslumett 

"The calumet.4.is a sacred pipe, and never allowed 
to be used on P.ny .other o?casion than the,t of peace making •••• 

"The mode of solemnizing is by passing the sacred stsm 
to each chief, who draws one breath of smoke only through 
it, thereby passing the most inviolable pledge that they em 
possibly give, for the keepin~ the peace4 This sacred pipe 
is then c~refully folded up, and stowed away in the chief's 
lodge, until a similar occasion calls it out to be used in a 
similar rr~nner4" (Catlin, Vol. I, p.235). 

(See also Lewis and Clnrk, Vol. I, p.l67; Denig, p.446 ff; Mooney, 
1896, pp.l062-1064; and Densmore, p.l02, and Plate 14, describing the 
use of the pi:pe in the Sun Dance of the Teton.) 

• • • • • 
• • • 

• • 
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DECORATIVE ART 

In the old days, the Plains Indians decorated many of their func­
tional u.rticles with painted, quilled, or beaded designs, using both 
decorative geottetric and life forrr~. The Teton excelled in these arts. 

Painting is probably the oldest of the Plains decorative techniques. 
11any exarr~les of Teton art possess a striking quality attained by compo­
sition of simple elements in line and color. Ge~tric painting wee the 
work of women, whereas n;.en usually painted life forms. 

The painter's "canvas": The native painter's "canvas" was usually 
an animal hide --buffalo, deer, elk, antelope, or horse in the early 
days, and later, the d~esticated cow. The many articles made of hide 
by the Teton--robes, tipi covers, parfleches and other hide containers, 
tipi linings, shields, shirts, drum heads, and so on-- were f'requently 
painted with brightly colored abstract designs or life forms. 

Paints: The colors used in painting on hides were principally 
earth pigme~ts. Shades of brown, red, and yellow, found in the form 
of ferruginous clays, were corumonly employed. Red paint was sometimes 
made by treatingnyellow ocherous substance with heat, while earth and 
charcoal w~re sources of black. 'Ihere is doubt as to the Tetons' 
possession of blue or green pigments before their association with 
white men. Commercial colors were introduced at an early date. Mal­
lery listed the trade colors employed by the Plains Indians about 
1880: ~ermilion, red lenJ, chromate of lead (yellow), Prussian blue, 
chrome green, ivory black, und lnmp black, Chinese white, and oxide 
of zinc. All these are in the form of powder or in crude masses.ff 
{Mallery, 1886, p.221}. In the mid-nineteenth century the prime.ry 
colors, red, yellow, and blue, were preferred, with green next in or­
der. {See A~llery,l893, pp.220-221; Densmore, p.ll6; Orchard, 1916, 
p.ll.) 

Preparation of colors: Paints were ground to a powder in shallow 
stone mortars and D'.ixed for application with a thin, gluey substance 
obtained by boiling hide scrapings or the tail of a beaver (Mallery, 
1893, p.22l). This substance served to wake the colors adhere to the 
.akin surface and also increased the luminosity of the paint. In some 
instances the color was simply combined with water, and the boiled mix­
ture applied as an overcoat to set the paint. 

Color containers: Uomixed paints were kept in skin bags when nOt in 
use. During the process of painting, hollow stones or a tortoise shell 
served as a palette {Standing Bear, 1931, p.l26) • 
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Brushes: The Tetons' "brushes'' were made of bono, horn, or wood. 
A favorite material was the_ spongy, porous section of the buffalo's leg 
bone. One edge of such n tool vms sometimes pointed for making fine 
lines, while the side was commonly used for spreading color over larger 
surfaces. Shorp, pointed pieces of willow or cottonwood, or mountain 
sheep horn also served for out lining forms. The wooden pieces were 
sometimes chewed to make a loose, fibrous brush. Mallery mentioned the 
use cf tufts cf antdope hair tied to a stick in approximo.tion of a true 
'hair paint brush {Mallery, 189!3, '·p. 221}. ----A sepiii'ate brush was employ­
ed for each color. Thin pieces of bone with a sharp edge, or sharp­
pointeC.. sticl{s, were used for outlinins forms on the hide in preparation 
for painting. Standing Bear mentions the use of a sort of ruler for 
making straight lines (Sknding Bear, 1931 1 p.l26). 

Tecf.!!_ique of painti!.l£.: The hide was stretched out on the ground 
and the l:".r"t-ist knelt or ~rouched over 1 t on his knees or haunches. 
Son:.etil:J.e:..: in the case of representative painting, lllOI'e tl.an one artist 
worked en e single hide, Geometric patterns were first pressed into the 
hide wi+t. c. wooden or bone piece, end paint wa.s applied Qver them; 
finally glue sizing was put on over the paint as a fixative. On robes 
of georrH t.,..1cal design, colorless glue sizing was often applied around 
blocks uf color. Its levish use on hides as an outline for painted 
forms set th-e colc::-s off and produced very striking contrasts. This use 
of sizing is never found on hides decorated only with life forms. {See 
also Ste.nding Be:.r, 1931, pp.l26-12?.) 

Decorative style: ~'lhile representetive --that is, life --forms 
were similar in style, whether painted on robes, tipi covers, shields, 
or shirts, the pattern of geometric design was adjusted to fit the form 
of the article to be decorated. Thus, for example, the same patterns 
were not used on both robes and parfleches. 

Representative style: Teton representative painting depicts human 
end ~nimal figures, usually in profile, in flat color, and without back­
ground. The warrior's desire to represent his principal war deeds on 
his buffalo robe or tipi cover accounts for the predominanc~ of 1he 
figures of horse and mnn on these objects. Counting coup on the enemy 
and horse steeling wer2 fi:',VOrite subjects. In spite of its import&n.ce 
in Teton culture, the buffalo was rarely painted. Realism seemed but 
slight incentive to the Teton painter. His figures at best were decor­
ative rather than realistic, aDd hie choice ot color was rotivated by 
aesthetic rather than realistic considerations. A blue, green, or 
purple horse, for example, is unknown in nature, but it is not at all 
uncon:..'llon in Teton painting. 

Figures were usually drawn in outline and filled in with solid 
colors. Favorite outline colors were brown und blacki blue was less 
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Plate No.9A 
DAl<DTA PARFLECHE DESIGNS 
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oOIIIllonly used. Complex :problems ot' perspective were avoided by repre .. 
senting figures in-side view profile; consequently, figures in front or 
tbreequarters view are rare. Action, too, was stylized: horses in 
action generally have both fore legs exteDd1ng frontward and both hind 
legs rearward. 

'lbrough the years there was a development of forms from rather 
crude types of horse and human, figures in the early years of the 19th 
centui'y to a well dr8Wn; highly styliZed type of r8presentat1on common 
among the Teton in the second half of- the century. It deBs not appear 
that this development was due to White influence; nor is that influence 
indicated in the choice of subject matter. Subjects remained the $ame 
from the early years of the century until attar the Teton were confined 
on reservations. 

(An excellent example of a robe painted with 'life forma is illustra­
ted in color in HB11,·1926a; see also Krieger, 1930, end Tatter, 1927.) 

Robes: Twopr.rtter.aaof Siouan geometric painting on robes ere cOIIIIIlOn 
in muset.m collections: a woman's robe pattern (illustrated in Max~ 
milian's Atlas, Plate 42, and Wissler, 1902a, Fig. 83; also Densmore, 
Plate 5); and a man's {illustrated in ~milinn's Atlas, Plate 50 1 
and Wissler, 1902e., .Plat;e nVI) • Both these patterns were already Well 
developed in 1834 and continued to be painted in early reservation day_s 
on hides of the domesticated cow. 

Parfleches: The rectangular flaps of parfleches were painted with 
geometric decorations made up of simple elements produced by a continu­
ous subdivision of the area, the design alvmys maintaining at least a 
bilateral symmetry on the long dimension and, in most cases, a quadri­
lateral symmetry on both long and short axes. (See example, Plate 9a, 
this paper. See also ~awings of parfleche designs in Spier, 1931, and 
Wissler, 1902e.) 

Tipi covers: The earliest mention of Western Dakota painted tipis 
{as well as painted buffalo robes} dates from the Lewis and Clark Ex­
pedition in 1804 (Lewis and Clark, Vol. 1, p.l2B). Details of painted 
tipi decorations are, however, scarce. It seems from observations of 
several tipi models, and the illustrations of painted tipis in Dorsey 
(1894), that horizontal, banded areas of color were used near the base 
and top of the tip!, the central portion being reserved for cult s,rmbols 
or the record of the tip! owner's war deeds. {Ses also Standing Bear, 
1931, pp.127-128.) 
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Tip! linings: The single painted tipi lining of Sioux origin 
seen by the writer bore representative figures rather than geometric 
decorations. It was painted by Pretty Hawk in 1864 and portrays his 
deeds of bravery. 

Shields: 'lhe circular form of the shield, and the fact that· it 
was carried in a set position, influenced painters to consider the 
shield as a circular, decoratiye t+eld lending itself to the grouping 
of figures about ~ central point or to a bilaterally symmetrical ·com­
position divided on the vertical axis. Teton ahield paintings were 
sometimes entirely geom8tric (See Wissler, 1907, Figs. 2, 7 1 and 9), 
but these protective shield decorations more often included mythical 
or real animals. {See Wissler, 1907, Figs. 1. 3, 4, 5, 6, 8 and Plates 
V end VII.) 

Paintings on introduced materials: The white man introduced ad­
ditional materials on which paintings were sometimes made in the late 
years of the 19th century. The canvas tipis and tipi linings which 
replaced those of buffalo hide continued to be thus ornamented. War 
deeds were sometimes painted on separate pieces of the same fabric. 
(Some of these e.re illustrated in Densmore.) During this period 1 

army officers and other white visitors sometimes collected on paper 
or in little note-books samples of native drawings and paintings • 

QUILD'IORIC 

Another decorative technique of the Teton, aboriginal in origin, 
was t·hat of porcupine-quill embroidery. This technique also was no'l 
peculiar to the Teton, or even to the Plains tribes. It was almost 
universal throughout Canada and the United Stutes east of the Rockies. 

The quills: ·porcupine hunting was man's work. One method was 
to trace a porcupine up a tree by means of the marks of gnawed bark 
and dislodge it with bow and arrow or gun. Another method was to dig 
the porcupine out of its burrowa The animal was wrapped in a soft­
tanned skin to prevent its escape. 

The quills were somet~es plucked from the living animals; in any 
case, this operation was performed before removing the skin. Four 
sizes of quills were recognized and graded: (l) the largest and _______ ... ···--- -D--- ....... _ ... _.~ __ _,. ···--~ ··--..1 ~- .... ___ _,._ __ ,..~,...~ ,..f- ., ... 
<.;Ut1J."OI:'Q t.. WI:'J."I:' J. J."VOU t..J1<:> l..t1.._..1. t t1llU no;:;.._ <:> UO<>"U ......... V..l. VO.U ......:::tO<>Q<> v ._ o.,.= 

broidery, where a large surface was to be covered, or for wrappings 
for club handles, pipe-stems and fringes; (2) the next size was from 
the back; {3) a still smaller size was :from the neck; {4) the finest 
were from the belly, and were used in the most delicate line work. 
After grading 1 the various sizes were kept in separate containers made 
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from the bladder of an elk or a buffalo. The hair was singed off and 
the animal cooked for eating after the quills had been extracted 
(Orchard, 1916, p.6}. 

The color.!!: The quills were dyed by boiling them with selected 
plant materials. Orchard obtained the following information on the 
sources of aboriginal color~ for red, the buffalo berry was preferred; 
for black, wild grapes; for yellow, the wild suni'lower ar::..U the cone 
flower. Blue was unknown to the Dakota in early days. 

The white trader introduced aniline dyes which soon replaced the 
native dye stuffs listed above (Orchard, 1916, pp.G-9). 

Equipn:ent used in quillwork: Q.uills were kept in pouches of elk­
or buffalo-blb.dder. A bone marker was used for tracing the designs on 
the le&ther surface to be quilled. Awls of bone or metal served for 
making holes in the leather, while sinew strands fastened the quills 
to the leather. A Knife was employed to cut the quills. Quill flat­
teners of bone or antler vtere sometimes used, but the embroiderer prob­
ably more often flattened the quills b~r simply holding one end between 
the teeth and drawing 1he thumbnail, pressed tightly, lengthwise of the 
quill. (Orchard, 1916, pp.9-10; illustrations of Sioux quill worker's 
equipment, Plates IV and V.) 

Sinew from the back of the deer or buffalo wa.s used for thread • 
It was I!lOistened, one end twisted between the thumb and forefinger. and 
then allowed to dry. The point thus made would easily follo'<t an awl­
hole in the leather (Orchard, 1916, p.ll}. 

Q.uillwork techniques: The types of stitches used, methoUs of spli­
cir~ quills, of en;broiderin.':', wrapping, and so on, ere described by 
Orchard {1916, pp.ll ff.), with numerous line illustrations. \1issler 
and Orchard found that two t~chniques were primarily used on the Sioux 
specimens in the American Museum: a plaiting technique, used on flat 
surfaces {1'/issler, 1910, Fig. 19 and p.62), and a wrappine; technique, 
used on fringes, bands, and lacinr.s llbid., Fig. 20, and p.62. There 
are illustrations of a Cheyenne woman working on a moccasin --apr~ 
p.l60-- and usinc a smoother on quills-- opp. p.64-- in Gribnell, 1924, 
Vol.I.) 

Materials quilled: Q.uillwork was done by the women. 
such embroidery to flat surfaces o~ as already indicated, 
quills about fringes, bands, end lacings. In either case 
surface was leather. 

They applied 
wrapped the 
the foundation 

Two excellent examples 
color in Sydow, Plate XIX • 

of Teton quillwork are illustrated in full 
One is a cradle, the other a tobacco pouch. 
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Other materials quilled, together with references to illustrations 
of specimens reproduced in line or halftone, are mentioned in the fol­
lowing sources: 

MOccasins: Orchard, 1916, Plate VIII; Wissler, 1902a, Plates 38, 
39, 54. -Robes: Orchard, 1916, Plate VIlli Wissler, 1902a, Fig. 81. -
Pipe stems: Orchard, 1916, Plate XVI. -Saddle blankets: Wissler, 
l902a, Fig. ?8.- Soft bags: Wissler, l902a, Fig. 77; Wissler, 1927b, 
Fig.27 • .,... Pipe-and-tobacco-bags: Vlissler, 1902a, Plate 55. - Cradles: 
Wissler, 1902a, Fig. ?9# -Men's shirts: Krieger, 1928, Plate 29; Wiss­
ler, l902a, Plate 53. 

DeSign motives in quillwork: See general discussion of quillwork 
and headwork below; also, Plate 9 b. 

BEADllORK 

Beadwork among the Teton must not be considered as a wholly inde­
pendent decorative technique --the glass beads introduced by fur traders 
merely supplanted porcupine quills. The materials embroidered, and to 
a considerable extent the techniques and designs, remained the same ~s 
for quillwork. As the 19th century passed, quill embroidery besan to 
disappear end beaded designs remained. 'llle ease vli th which beads could 
be secured s.nd the siniplicity of a:;.cplying them were in their favor. As 
a result, quillwork virtually disappeared in the late 19th century, 
whereas some beadwork is done for the tourist trade even today. 

Beads: Beads are among the oldest articles used by white men in 
trade with the Indians. Those made in Venice were favored by early 
traders, but American-made beads were soon available. It is of in­
terest to note that one of the oldest factories in America was estab­
lished at Jamestown, Virginia, in 162~ 1 for the manufacture of glass 
beads for the Indian trade. 

The most col:l1li!Cn type of bead used in embroidery by the Teton was 
the small "seed.,. be~-~1' a flattened globular piece rang in& in size from 
about one-sixteenth to one-eighth inch in diameter. 

There wus un almost unlimited range in colors, but ~·ight red, blue, 
yellow, green, and opaque white were pruferred (Orchard, 1929, pp.B2-
85). 

Equipment used in beadwork: The bends were originally strung on u 
piece of sinew --later, on whi-te man's thread -and sewed dmm to the 
skin --later cloth-mater1el through holes mude by an awl or e. metal 
needle • 

-·.' 
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Beadwork techniques: 01·chard dis tinf',Uishea two :t\lndeman tal tech­
niques of applying bead embroidery: (l} the "overlaid" or "epot" 
stitch, by which the threaded beads, laid in the desired position, are 
sewed to the rmterial by an overlaid stitch between each t'#O or three 
be~ds (described and illustrnted in Orchnrd, 1929 1 pp.l28-129); end (2) 
the "lazy" stitch, by which beads are applied in a series of bands of 
transverse strings of beads, usually about 10 to 12 beads in ench line 
(described and illustrated in Orchai-d: 1929: p.l29). Both of these 
stitches were used by the Teton. 

Materials beaded: The foundations were, for the most part, the saroo 
as those to Which quilled decorQtions were earlier applied. References 
t-o photographs of bead-worked specimens follow: 

Moccasins: Wissler, 19028, Plates 38, 39. 52, 54. - Women's 
and girls' dresses: Vlissler, 1902u, Plates 44 and 45. - Women's 
small pouches: Wicsler, 1902a, Plate 40. -Strike-a-light pouches: 
Wissler, 1902a., Plate 41. - Pipe- and-tobacco bags: \'lissler, l902a, 
Plates 42, 43, 4?, 48, 55, and l''igs. 99 1 100. -Women's leggings: 
Wissler, 1902, Plate 51. -Men's vests: Wissler, 1902o., Plate 56, -
Knife cases: l'lissler, 1902n, Plate 59. -Paint bags: Wissler, 19028, 
Plate 50. -Navel amulats: ULsler, l902a, Fig. ?6. -Cradles~ 
Kricgo:x:, .1928, Plnte 2? • 

DES IGN;i rn '<.U ll.Ll'IORK MiD BlliillS'ORK 

The larger surfaces decorated with quill or bead embroidery were 
usually treated as monochrooe backgrounds far designs made up of small, 
simple elements. In the headwork of the early days the backgrounds were 
usually light blue; in th~;::.t of the late 19th century &00 the present cen­
tury these backgrounds have generally been white. 

Professor Kroober has portrayed th~ most common Plains design ele­
ments used in quill and bead embroidery (Kroeber, 1908, Fig. 1; re­
printed in Wissler, l92?b, Fig. 46). Of thuse the Sioux used most fre­
quently those indicated on the cut as c, d, e, f. g. and h. Elements u 
and b were less commonly used, while 1, j, k, 1, m. ~nd n wcro gener­
~lly lacking in Sioux embroid~ry (Kroebcr, 1908, pp.l53-154. See also 
Plat'-' No. 9'b, this paper.) 

Wissler h'lS portrayed the most corr~on Glements in Sioux be(:_dwork 
{ \'lissler, l902a, Fig. ?1. Hcproduc..:d in this p<>.per, Plu te No. 9b). 

For further inforn.:ltion on Sioux er.-,broidcry in quills e.nd baads, 
see: ~-Jissler, 1902a (gr:m2ru1); Wissler, 1'.116 (use on o.rticl~s of cloth-
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ing}; Wissler, 192?a (moccasin decoration); Wissler, 193la {general 
beadwork); Lyford; Boas, 1927 (general); Krieger, 1930 (general). 

S'IMBOLISI! 

It was a comrr10n custom for Sioux workers in quill and bead em­
broidery to g1 ve nmnes to their design elements •. _'!hess names must not 

·be interpreted as meaning that the .individual designs were intended to ~ 
be conventionalizations of those forms in nature -that have "the same names. ,. 
Adcftualf ly, thad same form of· design was sometimes given various names by '. 

i erent in i~u~le,and different individuals sometimes gave the SEme 
name to quite differ~nt forms. There was, therefore, no tribal system 
of symbolism for abstract forms in decorative art. (See Wissler, 1902a, 
and Boas, 1928.) 

• • • • • • • • • • 
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'lhe Teton Dakota did not want for pleasant· ways of passing their 
leisure hours - they pleyed camas, tOld stories, ·sang, and danced. 

A considerable number of ga)ii.ijs of skill cr ch,..nce tar persons of _all 
ages and both sexes were known to the Teton. Darsey describes over fiftY 
children's games alone {Dorsey, 1891}. An exhibit showing how several 
gam.es were played would interest the museum visitor. Five typical Teton 
games, with respective illustrated references to their rules and e~ip­
oent1 are given herewith: 

The Dice Game: {Culin, pp.l?9-182). 
The MOccasin Guessing Game: {Culin, pp.364-365). 
The Hoop-and-Pole Ga'll_!: (Culin, pp_.503-508). _ 
~m: (culin, pp.6~7-639). · · · 
:Archery: (Culin~ pp.391-393, gives· details)_. 

l;)escriptions of other Teton games my be ibund in Culin, Meeker, 
Walker {1905), and Dorsey {1891) • 

FOLK WRE 

The Teton possessed a lurge body of myths end legends handed down 
by word of mouth from generation to generation~ Many of these were ani­
mal tales dealing with real or imaginary creatures and explaining the 
origin of natural phenomena. Such tales were not peculiar to the Teton. 
Many were shared with surrounding tribes, azW. some were widely distributed 
throughout North America. The relating of these stories was a pleasant 
pastime, and it was a duty of the elders to keep the legends alive, {See 
Dorsey, 1889c, and Wissler, 1905 and 190?a.} 

I!!JSIC AND DANCING 

MUsic was made by singing, with rattle, Whistle, drum, or flute. 
Many songs were suited to pBI'ticular occasions. '!here were songs for 
war or the hunt, for love.-mnking, healing the sick, iiiOUI'rJ.ng tl:e dead. 
for ceremonies, games, or donees~ (See Densmore's Teton Sioux Music.) 

Rattles: Densmore illustrates and describes three types of rattle: 
(1} a gourd (Plate Z2)j (2) a ~awhide receptacle (Plate 45); (3) dew 
claws (Plate 46}. The second type is mentioned and illustrated by Catlin. 
It was of rawhide, with pebbles inside (Catlin, Vol. 1, p.242, and Plate 
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lOli, Fig. d). 

Whistles: Densmore illustrates a number of bone whistles which 
had different uses {Figs. 21, 23, 30, 39, and Blates 18 end 61). Catlin 
I:l.entioned a war whistle having two notos, one for battle, the other to 
sound retreat (Catlin, Vol. 1 1 p.242, and Plate 101!, Fig. h). 

Orums: Drums were of tha single-headed, taJL.bourine type, with raw­
hide cover, (beaten with a kin4 of rattle}, cr tho taller keg type, With 
two rawhide heads. (Catlin, Vol. 1, p.242, Ple.te 101t, Fig. e). Dens­
more illustrates a single-headed drum and stick {Plates 38 and 39). 

Flute: Catlin mentions the uae of a "flute11 , blown at the end and 
fing0red on holes, of which there were from three to six in the side 
(Catlin, Vol. 1, p.243, ~nd Plate 101!, Fig. g). 

Dances: The Teton had a number of social dances in the early years 
of the present century; most of them, however, proved to have been de­
rived from other tribes within the memory of natives then living (These 
dances are described by Densmore, pp.468-482, with illustrations, and 
Wissler, 1916, p. 75 ff). Nevertheless, social dancing was an,.)ld Teton 
custom. Lewis and Clark mBntionad the dancing of Teton whom they visited 
in 1804 (Lewis and Clerk, Vol. 1. pp.l30 1169), and Catlin described the 
dancing of the Western Dakota in the 1830's (Catlin, Vol. 1, pp.244-246) • 

For museum purposes, some of the special dances would be more im­
preGsive: ~or example, the great Sun Dance, the Beggar's Dance, the Bear 
Dance, or the Scalp Dance. {For the Sun Dance, see section on "Religion," 
this paper.) 

The Bear Dance: This event occurred on several successive days 
before a party set out Dn a bear hunt. The chief medicine man wore an 
entire bear skin, other dancers wore bear-heed masks, ani all i.mi tated 
the anirr~ 1 s actions. (Catlin, Vol. 1, p.244, Plate 102). 

The Beggar's Dance: This was given by the young men of the tribe to 
solicit contributions for the needy. The dance, as noted by Catlin in 
the 1830's, is described by him in Vol. 1, p.245; and illustrated in Plate 
103. It was still practiced in 1931. (See also Densmore, pp.481-482, 
and Mekeel, 1936, p.l2.) 

The Scalp Dance: Dancing by torch light, the participants celebrated 
a victory in war by brandishing their weapons and boasting of their prow­
ess. Several young women stood in the center of the circle with enamfeS' 
scalps raised on poles, while the warriors distorted their faces, shouted, 
and jumped simultaneously 0n both feet. (Catlin, Vol. l, p.245, and 
Plate 104) • 
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IJ\NGUAGE AND COMLIONICATION OF IDEAS 

The Plains Indians lacked a written language, but their methods 
of communicating ideas were nevertheless many and varied, end by no means 
limited to oral conversation. Their use Or the sign language, picture 
writing, and a variety of methods of signaling with objects are subjects 
which can well be graphically interpreted • 

Oral la:ogue.se: 'The Siouan language. o. diale.Ct of ~ich was used by 
the Teton, was spoken by a considerable number of the Pl6.ins tribes 
(Assiniboine, Crow, D~ota, Hidatea, Iowa., Kanaa, Mandan, Missouri, Omaha, 
Osage, Oto, and Ponca}. The dialeeticdifferences within the language 
were considerable, however, and, from the point of view of practical com­
~unieation, most important. The Teton could converse with the other Da­
kota groups and to some extent with the Assiniboine, for instance. How­
ever, the differences between Teton and Crow were too great to make prac­
tical conversation possible. There were nevertheless many individuals in 
neighboring tribes Who could speak the Teton dialect to some extent. 
Clark has stated: 11To such an extent is the language used in the inter­
communication by tribes that it nay be considered the court language of 
the Northern nations.~ {Clark, p.343; Wissler, 1927b, pp.l39-143; Boas, 
1911). 

The sign language: A sign language consisting of certain formalized 
m~nual gestures was used by the Teton and the Plains Indians generally 
for communication between groups speaking d1ffe~ent lauguages, ond between 
members of the seme tribe, and for communicating at a great distance or 
under conditions-where the sound of the voice was undesir~ble. This me­
dium was useful to white traders in communicating with many tribes of 
Indians. Stansbury mentions a conversation carried on entirely with 
signs between Bridger and some Oglala near :Fort Larrunie in 1849. The 
comnrunication lasted more than an hour, with COl!lplete understanding on 
both sides (Stansbury, p.254). 

1m11ery (1881) compiled a dictionary of Plains Indian signs, des­
criptions of sili9J.s used for tribal names, sample conversations, and so 
forth, illustrated with many line cuts,. (See also H. P. Clark.) 

Picture writing: The Teton, like other Plains tribes, conveyed 
ideas by means of pictures painted on hide. Two principal varieties of 
these pictures may be mentioned~ {1) The winter count, in which a cal­
endar record Of the years was kept in ter!:·.s cf pictures, each one symbol­
izing a significant event of one winter. Such pictorial cal~ndars seem 
to have been limited to the Dakota and Kiowa tribes. lSee description and 
illustrations in Mallery, 18??, 1886, and 1893; Mooney, 1898.) (2) Pic­
tures painted on robes or tipi covers symbolized the brave deeds of the 
warrior who wore -the robe or occupied the tipi. In the early days the 
forms used were simply suggestive rather than realistic. The style of 
this pictorial shorthand was well understood by members of the tribe, so 
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they could interpret the number and importance of the accomplishments by 
observing the pictures {See Mallery, 1886 ~nd 1893). 

Signaling with objects: 
those at a distance by ~ans 
below: 

It was customary to convey knov1ledge to 
of signnls. Some of 'these are described 

7 

{1) Smoke signals could be seen from a distance of 20 to 50 
miles. A smell fire was built, over which green grass or weeds were placed 
to smother the fire and create a dense smoke. The robe or blanket was 
spread over the pile to confine the ~>moke, then, by rapidly displacing the 
blanket, the operator could regulate the dischBDge of a column of smoke in 
such a manner to convey different meanings to his distant allies. {See 
G.A. Custer, pp.l87, 217; and Mallery, 1881, pp.536-53?.} 

(2) Blanket signals were given by the scouts on buffalo huhts­
to indicate to the main ~arty that burfalo had been sighted~ There were 
also other blanket signals. {See Mallery, 1881, p.532 ff, and illustra­
tion, Fig. 33?.} 

(3) Borse signals were used to convey to distant companions the 
discovery of g~e or enemies. The horse was rapidly ridden back and fbrth 
or in a circle. (See Mallery, 1881, pp.533-534, and illustration, Fig. 338~) 

{Mallery, 
(4) Mirror si~ls were used by the Sioux on bright days. 
1881, p~536.) 

{5) Dust signals, made by throwing handfuls of dust in the 
air, were used to signify the discOvery of an enemy or game~ {Mallery, 
1881, p.54l.) 

Feathers as symbols.of achievement: By the number and position of 
feathers in the hair of a warrior, the number and kind of brsve deeds were 
told. (See section on "Vle.rfare't) 

• • • • • • • • 

• 
* 
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The political and social organization of the various Teton Dakota 
groups were not identical in detail; nor are these subjects susceptible 
to facile interpretation in museum eDlibits. Nevertheless, the techni­
cian or artist employed in planning and preparing itans interpreting 
Teton culture should have a general idea of these subjects. 

Political Relations ~~·:een the DakotA Tr1hAS! The Dakota recogniz­
ed as "The Seven Council Fires," the prill.a.ry divisions, Mdewakanton, 
i'lahpeton, '_.'ehpekute, Sisseton, Yankton, Ya.nktonai, and Teton. 'lbese di­
visions were politically independent, but did not make war on one 
another. At one time they orunped together, the four eastern groups in 
four concentric circles, with Yankton, Y<>.nktonni, and Teton arranged 
likewise in three. Dorsey believed these seven divisions represented 
seven original Dakota gentes (See Dorsey, 1889a, 1889b, and 1897). 

Relations between the Teton grou~: Dorsey believed the seven 
Teton groups to be developed from the original Teton gens. Each of these 
in turn developed gentes, and some of tile latter sub-gentes (Dorsey, 
l889b}. 'lh;~re was no central Teton government. Each of the sevzn groups 
had its camp circle, with each gens its location in the circle, the num­
ber of gentes differins with each group {See Dorsey, 1897, pp.219-221, 
for diagrams of camp circles of several groups) • 

Government: The details of Teton government are available only for 
a few Oglala sub-groups. i'/issler describes the organization of one of 
these sub-groups as it existed in reservation days. This may be brief­
ly sU!!ilUB.rized: 

The Chiefs' Society was 
cient men of 40 years and older. 

composed of the majority of the effi­
It elected its own members and also: 

The Seven Chiefs, who held office for life. Tbe position was 
often hereditary inasmuch as it was customary for a son or relative of a 
former chief to be elected to the office. The chiefs delegated their 
powers to: 

The Four "Shirt-Wearers," or councilors, who also served for 
life, but could resign at nny ti:c::e. They might or lllight not be members 
of the Chiefs' Society, but the seven chiefs themselves were not eligible 
to this position. On investment with office the incUw.bents were given a 
speeie.l hair-fringed shirt; hence the name 11Shirt-Wearers." They were 
supreme councilors and executives, charged with caring for the general 
welfare of the group. 

The Four Wakicun were officers elected by the Sev-en Chiefs -
often aosis ted by the Four Shirt-17earers and the whole Chiefs' Society 
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to organize and control the camp. They held o~fice for one year, though 
usually two or three were re-elected at the spring encampment. The 
Vlakicun appointed two orderlies, a herald, and: 

Two Head Akicita. These last in turn selected 
with them as heads of the ewmp police organization. 
ed eight or ten men to act as: 

two others to 
Jointly they 

serve 
select-

Akicite., the camp police or marsr~ls, whoee duties were to keep cr­
der in the camp, oversee the buffalo hunt, prevent murder, or punish 
murderers. They served one year. 

The organization thus providP.d for a series of permanent officers 
and a series of temporary officers chosen for a yearlY period by the 
permanent group. It is possible that the office of chief is of post­
\ihite origin, and that the originalepvernment was vested in the Wakicun. 

The democracy of the system is apparent. Parkman was impressed with 
the limited power of the chiefs and the authority of the ttsoldiers" 
(Akicita}, who "could venture without risk to their lives to strike or 
lay hands upon the meanest of their people." (Parkman, pp.l36, 235}. 
Lewis and Clark mention the Teton ffsoldiers" in 1804 {Vol. 1, pp.l68, 
171). 

For details of political organization, see Wissler, 1912, pp.?-12. 
On 20th-century changes in political organization on Pine Ridge Reserva­
tion, see Mekeel, 1932. 

POLITICAL ORGANIZATION AIID RELATIONS ¥/ITI! TilE GOVERNMENT 

Government relations with the Teton were based upon the theory that 
the chiefs were the important native officers who could decide matters 
of policy, make treaties, and cede land, for their people as if they 
were unlimited despots. 'lhis, of col.l!'se, was not the case, and mis­
understandings and broken treaties resulted in the second half of the 
19th century. 

Social Organization: The Teton had the gens type of organization; 
that is, descent was reckoned in the male line. Picturesque aspects of 
Teton society that might conceivably be objectified iu a museum are the 
sororatcl and mother-in-lew avoidance. 

For further details on social organization, see Walker, 1914; and 
Spier, l925b • 

o_;-' ::,,< .-·;' 
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THE LIFE CYCLE 

A brief summary of the important events or periods in the life of 
the Teton Dakota man and woman from birth to death is given below: 

The·wife usually, if convenient, went to reside with her family 
for the birth of her baby. Her women relatives attended her in child­
birthe The event was announced in the village by a crier, and the 
father often gave away a horse to celebrate it (Standing Bear, 1933, 
pp.11, 117-119), 

INFANCY 

The baby was placed in e. cradle which was carried on the mother's 
back or securely set up on end while she was occupied with her various 
tasks. In moving camp, it could be placed on the tr~vois. 

Standing Bear mentions the nemine ceremony which took place a few 
dnys after a child's birth, and the ceremony of piercing the baby's 
ears that was held during the Sun Dance period. On both these occasiOns 
the father might give uwny horses {Stnnding Bear, 1933, pp.ll-12}4 

CHILDHOOD 

The child was taught manners and morals by its father and mother, 
learning early the Teton virtues of courage, industry, and generosity. 
Aa a boy grew older he learned to mak~ and use the bow and arrow, to 
ride skillfully and to hunt. On approaching adolescence, he was taken 
on a war party to assist with the menial tasks and to learn the arts of 
war. The girl was taught to dress skins, make clothes, prepare food, 
care for the tipi,and to perform the many other women's tasks. {See 
Standing Bear, 1931, for an account of his own Oglala boyhood• written 
with simple charm.) 

TilE J!UNKA CEREMONY 

The most important event in the life of the Dakota child was the 
Hunka Ceremony, by which he or she acquired an older person for a per­
sonal helper and guardian. Standing Bear was nine years old when this 
ceremony was performed for hirr1 1 and his father gave horses away in 
honor of·the occasion. (Standing Bear, 1933, pp.27-32, and Densmore, 
pp.6B-77, describe the ceremony in detail. The latter has illustrations.) 
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TilE LIFE CYCLE 

COUR1SHIP AND MARRIAGE 

The Teton beau was shy and reticent, speakine to the e;irl of his 
choice from under his blanket in moments v1hen she might be somewhat 
apart from others. ElopeLlents were SOllie times resorted to but were gen­
erally frowned upon - it was better that the couple go at once to the 
fmnily of the young man. Tbere were neither ceremony ~or vows, and 
only mutual consent formed the basis of the marriage. 

Divorce was a simple matter for either party, but it was not common. 
,The marriage could be dissolved by mutual consent if the wife was quarrel­
some with her husband's relatives, lazy or unfaithful; or if the husband 
was cruel, unfaithful or cowardly. 

Good providers might have several wives - often sisters - vmo lived 
together in the same tipi, or had separate tipis. The demands of the 
fur trade for many hands to dress the hunter's skins encouraged polye~Y 
in the late 18th and early 19th centuries. 

For details of courtship and ma.n·ia?e cus~oms of -the Teton, see 
Standing Bear, 1933, pp.98-l17 • 

D!J\.'IH hND BURIAL 

The dead were usually placed in trees, on a scaffold, or buried on 
a high hill. The individuals, ac1~crdin:~ to M(l:-::iuUlian, expressed their 
choice "•• .whether they will be buried, cr be placed o:O. a sta.'·:e, or in a 
tree." {Maxirr..ilian, VoL 2<::, p.327. See also illustrations of methods 
of burial in Bushnell, 1927; anG. Maxiii:ilian's J,tlas, Flute 44.) Cul­
bertson implies that the Uf;jeU were comucnly ab~ed on the prairie 
(p.ll3}, and Stansbury mentions finding, laid cut on th..; ground ~nside 
tipis, bodies of individuals whc• had di0d in 1849 of the cholera. It 
BPlJE<arS that their relatives, fer:.rinr; tli.e disoase, had left them with­
out the usual burial (Stansbury, y.43). 

The dead warrior's f&.vorite horse was killed, and- his arns, clothi:r.~, 

pipe, or other personal effects were pluced n·~ar th-.> dece::tsed {Dorsey, 
1889c, p.l44; Brackett, p4470). 

It was the custom for n ::nan tc IIlC'urn the loss of a dtB-r cn0 by giving 
away possessions. Sorr.etiL:lUs a man eava aw'J.y ev.;;ryt!1i~ h,J owned, l08Ying 
hinlself utterly :poverty-strickfm. This custom is still observed by the 
Teton in the White Clr...y District on Pin<.:' Ridg.;; Reservation (lJ.ekecl, 
1935, p.12). 

lf_ 

' ' 
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Brackett describes Teton mourninc customs as observed at Red Cloud 
Agoncy in 18?6: 

"{The man), for n:.any days holds no communication VJith 
o.nyone, but sits bowed d0wn with grief, and <:tlono. He bears 
his scrrow in silenco. 'lha squa.ws, on tho other hand, howl 
and mLke thu mcst dismal sounds, tearing their hnir, and 
c-:ohin~ .thlir bodies with knives. I have seen scme Indians 
wh0 oven cut off th~ j0ints 9f their fingers in the exoBsS cf 
their grief. Wtwn Red Dcg's s(n died in March, 18?2, he sat 
beside the body tho whole d&y, naked, with his flesh cut and 
slushed, and blc-:-,d running from. ovory wound." (Brnckett, p.4'?0). 

* 
* 

* * 
* 

* * • 

• • 
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MEN'S SOCIETIES 

Among the Teton there ware a number of men's societies whiCh, if 
the analogy is not carried too far, may be compared to the modern white 
man's lodges or fraternal organizations. It was the purpose of all the 
societies to enhance the social and fraternal relations of the members, 
and to perform certain charitable acts. 

That such societies are of some antiquity among the '1\oton is attest­
ed by Lewis and Clark's mention of their existence in 1804 (Lewis and 
Clark, Vol. 1, p.130). 

The Teton societies differed froM those of some of the neighboring 
Ple.ins tribes, however, in that they were -not ago-graded organizations; 
that a man could belong to several- at the same time; and that there were 
no corresponding women's organizations. 

Wissler, from his investigations among the Oglala on Pine Ridge 
Reservation, believed he obtained information on all the men's soci_­
eties in existence among the Oglala during the preceding 100 years 
{Wissler, 1912). He divides the Oglala societies into three groups·: 

(1) The Akicita Societies: These were made up of able­
bodied young men who nJe~t b~ called into akicita service • 
A society as a body might be given this honor {See "Akicita" 
in section on "Political Organization", this paper). The 
akicita societies referred to by Wissler are: Kit Fox So~ 
ciety (pp.l4-23); Crow Owners {~p.23-25); Braves (pp.23-31); 
Badgers (pp.31-32); Sotka (pp.3::.-34); ~fic'iske. (pp.34-36) i 

(2) The Headmen's Societies; maU:o up for the m:>st 
part of older men v1ho did not perform akicita service, were: 
The Chiefs' Society (pp.3b-4l} j Ska Yuba (:!,).41); l,Uv1atni {py. 
41-48); Omaha (pp.48-52); 

(3) The War Societies; made up of able-bodied warriOrs 
who vied with one another for Whr honors, were: Dog {pp.52-54); 
Blotaunka (pp.54-6l); Sotka Tanka (pp.6!-62). 

Each of the men's societies had its own songs, dances, parapher­
nalia, and ceremonies. 

Wissler lists th following common chn.racteristics of th~ Oglala 
menrs societies: 

(l) All were assumad to have originabd in mystic ex­
periences of shamans • as e. result of which certain medicine 
attributes were associeted with various rituals • 
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(2) All had from two to four leaders of equal renk, 
supported by a definite number of officers or councilors. 

{3) With one or twc possible exceptions, all selected 
their members in secret meetings. 

(4) No women were admitted, except a few to assist 
in the singing. 

(5) All were independent in that membership in one was 
not a stepping stone to any other society. 

(6) Age qualifications were similar, except thet boys 
and very young men rarely were taken into the ChiefS' or 
Ska Yuha organizations {Wissler, 1912, pp.62-63). 

Densmore gives some descriptions of the menrs societies she found 
among the Teton on Standing Rock Reservation.· She IOOntions the Fox, 
Crow Owners, Strong Heart tiHssler's "Braves"), Badger, and Miwantani 
organiz&tions (Soe Densmore, pp.3ll-328, which include a number of il­
lustrations of society paraphernalia) • 

• • • • • • • 
• * 

* 
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MEDICINE AND CURING 

The Teton Dakota had a number of home remedies to relieve their 
aches and pains and cure their minor ailments. They also were experts 
at curine wounds, but when faced with a very serious therapeutic 
problem, they called upon the medicine men. 

For abdominal pains: 'lhe flowers and leaves of the horsemint were 
boiled together to make a drink (Gilmore, p.lll). 

For cold in the head: The dried root of the purple mallow having 
been comminuted end fried, the smoke was inhaled (Gilmore, p.103). 

For colic and d¥sentery: A concoction of leaves of the Parosela 
aurae was taken {Gilmore, p.94}. 

For constipation: The bark of the root of the Kentucky coffee­
tree was dried and mixed With water, pulverized, and used as a rectal 
injection. It was said to be an infallible remedy (Gilmore, p.89). 

For cons~tion: The root of Psoralea tenuiflora Pursh was boiled 
with other roots {Gilmore, p.93). 

For cough: 
chewed- (Gilmore, 

The rootstock of the calamus {Acorus calamus L.), was 
p.?O). 

For fever: A decoction of the above plant was drunk, or the root 
of the wild four o'clock was boiled to make a drink (Gilmore, pp.?0-78}. 

For intestinal pains: The fruits of wild hops were steeped to make 
a drink (Gilmore, p.??). 

For irregular :menstruation: The little wild sage plant was taken 
internally in the form of a decoction (Gilmore, p.l34). 

For stomech ache: 
make a drink (Gilmore, 

'lbe leaves 
p.lll). 

of the wild verbena were boiled to 

For toothache: The roots of the wild licorice or calamus were chewed 
(Gilmore, pp.?O, 92). 

Ma:xim.ilie.n remarked: " ••• the Sioux do not understand the treatment 
of diseases, but generally cure wounds very well •••• 11 {Vol. 22, p.32?) • 
The natives were helpless against such scourges as the smallpox, ven­
ereal diseases, and cholera, brought into the Pluins by the Whites.. In 
reservation days tuberculosis developed and could not be checked by 
native means • 
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MEDICINE MEN 

Medicine men became such as the result of dreams in which they re­
ceived inatructions on the treatment of specific ailments. Each man 
treated only the illness for which his dream gave the remedies; many 
therefore were specialists. 

The sick were tre~ted by the use of sacred atones,by conjuring, 
or administering herbs. A man might use more than one method, but he 
was best known for the one he used lliOst. 

For descriptions of the work of Teton medicine men, see Densmore, 
pp.208-283. This source includes portraits of medicine men and illus­
trations of sacred stones (Plates 29 and 30); a medicine man's rattle 

Wlate 32); medicine bogs (Plates 33, 34, 35, and 36}; a splint and 
matted deer hair used in treating fractures (Plate 37); medicine man's 
drum and drumstick (Plates 38 and 39) i and a necklace v.orn when treat­
ing the sick {Plate 41). 

• • • • 
* 

* * • 

• 
* 
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RELIGION 

The popular notion that the Plains Indiens worshipped o Grei::l.t 
Spirit correspondinr closely to our conception of e God is erroneous. 
Nevertheless, the Dakota recognized certain supernatural powers. 

"'Ihe Dakota use a term 'waken tanka' which se0ms to 
moan, the greatest sacred ones. The term has often been 
rendered as the great mystery 1 but this is not qui tc: correct. 
It is true that anything strang8 and mysterious is pronounced 
waken, or as having attribut0s analogous to waken tanka; but 
this seems to mean supernatural. The fact is, as demon­
strated by Dr. J". R. Walker, that the Dakota do recognize 
a kind of hiera~C~in which th8 Sun stands first, or as one 
of the wak&n tanka. Of almost equal rank is the Sky, the 
E~rth, and the Rock. Next in order is another group of 
four, the Moon (female}, ~linged-one, Wind, and the 
'Mediator' {female}. 'lhen come inferiOl' beings, the buffalo, 
bear, the four winds, and the whirlwind; then come four 
classes or groups of baings and so on in almost bewilder­
ing complexity. So far as we know, no othar Plains tribe 
hus worked out quite so complex a conce:ption •••• " (Wi~sler, 
l92?b, p.no.) 

77_ 

These conc8pts are, of course, difficult of mllSGum intarpretaticn. 
Here susceptible to such treatmvnt ar~ the vision qu.;st, cult ccren;onies, 
and the grBat annual tribal ceremony, tht Sun Dance. 

THE VISION ~UEST 

Each Teton male had his individual guardian spirit or super­
natural helper, who he believed conferred great power on him and pro­
tected him from harm. 'Ihe youth, after ho hnd receive;d instructions 
from the shaman, went alone in quast of the spirit to some secluded 
spot on a hill, or on the prairie where he could fast and pray until 
the idP-ntity of his guardian spirit was made known to him in a dream. 
This spirit often took the farm of some animal of known or imaginary 
species. He returned from such a quest with one or more songs, special 
taboos to be observed, and th3 designation of some object of convenient 
size to be carried and used by him as a personal charm or medicine 
bundle {IVissler, l927b, pp.lll-ll2; Dens:"lorc, pp.l57 ff; Dors0y, 18B9c, 
p.l55; Dorsey, 1894, p.475). 

ffiEAM CULTS 

Dream cults were societies made up of groups of ruen who in their 
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dreon~ had seen the same animal. For edmission to a cult the dream must 
conform to a certain formula ( e:q·lain~d in Wissler, 1912, p .. Bl). The 
individual havint such a dream return8d to the village to make a feast, 
sent a herald to invite all those who had had similar dreams, and they 
went through the ceremonies prescribed by custom for their particular 
cult. Each cult had its own songs, dances, paraphernalia, and ceren1onial 
procedure. 

For further inforffiation on the individual cult customs, refer to 
sources given below. V11ssler (1912} describes in more or less detail 
those of tha Oglala. 

Heyoka (pp.82-85); Elk (pp.85-88); Bear (pp.SB-90); 
Black-tail Deer {p.90); Wolf (pp.90-9l); Buffalo {pp.91-
92); Berdache (p.92); Double-Women (pp.92-94); Dream-Pairing 
(pp.94-95); Mountain Sheep {p.95); Rabbit (p.95); Horse 
(pp.95-98); \loman's Medicine (pp.98-99); Mescal (p.99); 
Dog (p.99). 

Densmore describes throe cults of tile Teton on Standing Rock Res­
ervation: Buffalo (p.285); En (p.293}; Horse (p.298). A shield 
used in the ceremonies of the Buffalo Cult is illustrat2d in Plate 43. 

'IHE SL~~ DANCE 

The Sun DancB was the only tribo.l l,_·f:th<,ring of a religious nature. 
It was held each year at the full moon of I'lidsummer. Each yoar it was 
held at a different place, bands r.;ath•.:ring to form a camp circl3 in the 
center of which the dance lodgu was to be erected. Each band had its 
swuet lodge and_ large tipi in which the participants assembled before 
and o.ft8r the ceremony. 

For four days before the Sun Dane~ b.:~an th2r~ were careful prep­
arations and r(.·hcarsals of tb0 !Xl!'tS individuals wcr0 to play in thu 
ceremony. The men's soci'3ties J;,·.ot tog~thr.or to elect the Int0rccssor 
(who offered prayers on behalf of the people, performed certain cere­
monial acts, painted the sacred pole, and prepared the sacred place), 
the Leader of the Dancers, the four young men who were to select the 
sacrdd center pole of the dance lodge, and the four young women who were 
to cut it down. 

An important, highly formalized procedure were the selection of the 
secred center pole (usually a cottonwood tree), the cutting of th0 trBe 
and bringing it into carrip, its preparation end erection in th£ canter 
of the ca.m.p circle. Rigid regulations were followed and tile dance 
lodge was constructed with meticulous care. 
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RELIGION 

Participants in the Sun Dance were principally those men who had 
at some time during the preceding year vowed to take a definite pert 
in the ceremony. This part might consist siroply·or dancing, with bodies 
specially painted and clothed in the customary garb, or it might extend 
to one or rr~re forms of exc0edingly painful. self-inflicted torture. 
The dance lasted two days. 

It is not-necessary here to go into the multitude of details con­
cerning the Sw1. Dance. They are Vv-ell described in Densmore {pp.98-
15l, including Il'i3llY illustr8.tions of paraphernalia); Walker (191?); 
Fletcher {1883); Dorsey (l894);with illustrations). A fine photo-
graph of the torture feature appears in \'Jellman, p.l33. A comparative 
discussion of the Plains Indian Sun Dance appears in Spier, 1921. No 
illustrations or models showing Sun Dance activities should be attempted 
until the technician in charge has made a car~ful study of these sources. 

'Ihe last Teton Sun Dance was held in the summer of 1881. It had 
been for some years strongly oppo~ed by missionaries and Gover~ent of­
fials prior to its discontinuance. 

lliE GHOST DANCE 

The Teton heard of the doctrine expounded by Wovoke, the Paviotso 
Indian originator of tb.a so-callc:d Ghost Dance, in 1889. '!hey sent a 
delegation to Nevada to learn more of his ideas and theso men returned 
to encourage the practice of the dru1ce with 1 ts accompanying beliefs 
among the Sioux. According to Wovokats doctrine, the Indians, by danc-
ing and observing the formalized ritual of the Ghost Dance, could cause 
the Whites to disappear and the Indians to be restored to their old way 
of life, reunited with their departed friends in a country filled with 
buffalo. Among the Teton the excitement of this new doctrine, aggravated 
by local grievances, led, in the v1inte:r of 1890-91, to en outbreak the 
principal events of which were the killine of Sitting Bull and the J:iB.ssacre 
at Wounded Knee. 

For a completE! nccount of the Ghost Dance, with particular crnphasis 
on its relation to the Sioux outbreak. se~ Mooney (1896). This source 
contains many fine illustrations of the dance, pnraphernalia worn, and 
the affair at Vlounded Knee. {Sec }i.."l.p No. 14, this paper, for distribu­
tion of the Ghost Dance.) 

CHRISTIAN ~iiSSIONS AMONG THE 'IE'!ON 

Very little progress tGward Christianizing the Teton was made prior 
to their settlerr.cnt on reserve.tions. Tho notud Protestant tJ.issicnary to 
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the Eastern Dakota, St~phen R. Riegs, visited Fort Pierro in 1840, 
preached a sermon, talked with some of the Teton, t:.nd recommended that 
a mission be established in th8ir country. Bu~ it was not until thirty­
three years later th!lt his ovm son, Thomas L. Riggs, was able to found 
the first per~anent mission among the Teton (Robinson, 1904, pp.l95-
l97}. The Catholic nissionuries Ruvoux and DeSmet also visited the 
Teton in the 1840's but established no p~rrr~ent missions. 

The Reports of the Commissicner of Indians Affairs indicnto how slow­
ly the wcrk cf missionaries progressed nLJOD[!" the Tetcn. In 18?5 there 
were sixteen miilsionaries on the Teton reservation, and in the y.;)ars thl.!t 
followed churches wore built, norc missic..naries arriv()d, and schcols wore 
set up. But by 1900 the figures nn church membership, when CO!TJpared with 
those on the total pcpuluticn, shewed th9.t cnly & small part of tb(-; Toton 
had become Christians. 

• • • • 
* • • • 

• 
* 
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PJmiOOO lN TEIDN HISTORY 

The history or the Teton Dakota may be divided into four principal 
periods, some of which overlap in years. A brief summary of the 
characteristics of each period.is given below: 

~ PRF.BISTORIC PERIOD: TO 1680 

At the tinie of first White contact, the Teton were leaving the timber­
ed country to the east for the broad prairies. Authorities believe that 
this movement resulted in significant cultural changes for the Teton. 
While living in the timbered country their diet probably had consisted 
largely of wild rice, berries, fish, and timber game. They traveled to 
a consi·derable extent by canoe, end lived in homes with foundations of 
poles and covered with earth, matting or bark. On the prairies they be­
came more accustomed to a diet consisting largely of buffalo beef end 
prairie plant foods, traveled almost entirely by land, using the travels 
for lqads, and made their homes in skin-covered tipis (Robinson, 1904, 
p.29}. In the prehistoric period they had no irori tools, and made use of 
the stone-tipped lance or arrow {See section on "'lhe Origin of the Teton'', 
_this paper) • 

PERIOD CF LIMITED W!liTE CONTACT: 1680-1841 

Father Hennepin met some of the Teton in 1680, but the first record 
giving any details of their culture is th&t of LeSueur, who in 1?00 
found that they did not then use canoes or gather wild rice; that they 
lived in lodges of buffalo skin which they carried about with them; 
that they were experts with bow and arrow, being able to kill ducks on 
the wing; that they swallowed their smoke or blew 1 t out through the nose; 
and that they practiced polyg~y (Robinson, 1904, p.46). 

The recorded history of the Teton in the 18th century is very meager. 
We do knqw that during this period they acquired the horse {sometime prior 
to 1?42) and moved westward into South Dakota to the valley of the James 
River and finally to the Missouri Valley. The brothers La Verendrye may 
have met some of them on the east side of the Missouri near the present 
town of Fairbanks, South Dakota, on April 9* 1?43. By the close of this 
century their proper hilille was the Missouri Valley in South Dakota, 
which they had driven the Arikara after a long period of warfare. 

Toward the end of the 18th century French fur traders began to creep 
up the Missouri from St. Louis and to establish posts in South Dakota. 
Trudeau met the Teton on the east bank of the ~lissouri in September, 
1?94, at which time they were supplied with firearms and were much feared 
by both traders and neighboring Indians. He lll'lntions· .. that the Teton 
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hunted on both sides of the Missouri at this time {p.419). The Teton 
v;ere very troublesome in the early years of the fur trade, annoying 

2 

bout parties ascending the river to the Upper Missouri tribes. Lewis 
and Clark, who met them on both sides of the Missouri in 1804 and 1806, 
were very careful in their dealings with the Teton lest they arouse 
their enmity (See Lewis and Clark's Journals). But already Loisell had 
est2.blished a post in the Sioux country on the Missouri {Chittenden, 
p.B29), and as the trade continued the Teton became more friendly toward 
the traders. 

Chittenden lists tw8lve fur posts on the Missouri RiVer in Teton 
territory, most of which, however, were active only for limited periods 
(Chittenden, pp.92?-931). The most tmportant trading post for the Teton 
was Fort Pierre (1831-55, three miles above the mouth of tile Teton 
known also as Bfid River}. This post had succeeded Fort Tecumseh (1822-31), 
operated by the American Fur Company. There were many subordinate houses 
of this company scattered throuch the Sioux territory on both sides of 
the Missouri. Many temporary houses were built along the streems west of 
the Missouri toward the Black Hills, on the Cheyenne, Cherry, Vlhite,and 
Niobrara Rivers in particular. Little is known of these places (Chi tten­
den, p.93l). 

For history or Fort Pier.-re, see Chittenden and also Vlilson. The 
post is described and illustrated by many white visitors to the Missouri, 
including Catlin, Y./lexi:rr.dliar., and Culbertson. Catlin, Plate 85, Maxi­
milian, Plate 43, e.nd Ku:-z {in Bushnell, 1922}, Plate 23: illustrate 
the fort. 

In the early years of the 19th century the valley of the Platte 
River became a favored route for fur tr~ders between the Rocky Mountains 
end St. Louis, which city was the centrs.l shipping and outfitting point 
for the fur trade of the Rockies. 'This land route, first used by Stuartfs 
party cf returning Astorians in 1512-13, became the principul road to end 
from the Rocky Mountain rendezvous of the traders. In the second decade 
of the 19th century French fur traders were active in eastern Wyoming 
near the Platte River, and in 1834 the first of the complex of posts that 
later became known as Fort Laramie was established on Laramie River near 
its confluence with the North Platte. It was established for trade with 
the Oglala and Cheyenne (Chittenden, p.940, and Couta~t). Fort Laramie 
was the principal post for trade with the Teton on the Platt~. It re­
r;,ained a fur post until 1849. 

}'or history of this fort, see Coutant, whose account has illustra­
tions. For descriptions at wrious periods, see Fron:..ont, Parkman, Stans­
bury, end others. The best pictures of Fort Laramie as a fur post are 
those made by Miller in 183? 1 photogra.J:hs of ·which are in the files 
of the National Park Service's Viestern ~.luseum Lnboratories • 
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PERIODS IN TETON HISTORY 
---------------------------------------------------------- 83 

In the early years of the fur trade the smaller~ more expensive 
pelts (especially beaver) were sought. Chittenden states that the Sioux 
were good beaver hunters (p.852). A8 the number of beaver began to de­
cline, concentration on the less val ue.ble buffalo hides followed. These 
hides were shipped to eastern and European markets for use as overcoats, 
wagon and sleigh robes, and so forth. The Sioux traffic in buffalo robes 
was very heavy. Chittenden rates the Sioux as the most important Indians 
in the western fur tr:1de, and places the number of posts am::>ng them, large 
o.nd small, ,in excess _of one hundred {p .. 852). 

The great period of the fur trade, about 1820-40, was the period of 
greatest prosperity for the Teton. In this period their native culture 
was enriched by the use of the horse, guns, and a variety of metal tools 
and utensils furnished by the white man. The Teton were free and inde­
pendent, with a ready market for peltries and a bountiful supply of 
healthful fo0d. 

The relations between traders and the Teton were, Tor the most part, 
friendly. Many traders took wives from among the Indians and adopted 
to a considerable degree the clothing and habits of the natives. The 
\lhi tes were too few in nl.Ullber to afford to take great advantage of the· 
Indians or to treat them harshly. However, liquor was given to the In­
dians to facilitate trading, and iilliure the white man a certain advantage 
in the bargaining. Lewis and Clark found some Teton chiefs, in 1804, al­
ready fond of liquor. In the Aarly days it was usually diluted with a 
great deal of water;. but as the Indi_ans .became more accustomed to it the 
proportion .. of liquor in the mi:xture·fiad t'o be strengthened. In 1823 the 
Government prohibited the use of liquor in the Indian trade, but this pro­
hibition could not be strictly enforced. The P-pidemics of smallpox and 
cholera which swept many neighboring tribes (the smallpox epidemic of 183? 
nearly exterminated the Mandan) did not greatly harm the Teton. 

On the whole, the period of limited contact with Whites down to 1841 
was one of the mutually profitable relations between the races cliring 
\mich the TPton grew in power and numbers. The buffalo were plentiful 
and the Teton were happy {See Robinson, 1904, p.29). Chittenden is the 
classic authority on the conditions of the fur trade in this region. 

{See Map No. 11, this paper, showing principal routes Of the fur 
traders and loce.tion of principal trading posts in the Teton country.) 

PERIOD OF Th'DIAN-i','HlTE COHFLICT: 1841-1877 

'e have seen (in the sectio::1 on "Migration of the Teton"} that be­
tween 1700 and 1830 the Teton were much concerned with securing the best 
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Ma:p No. 13. 

PRINCIPAL CONFLICTS BE'r.'iEEN TE'ION AND imiTES 

1854-1890. 

--- ------
Mor~r.--,-- N-D ----­

• AI(. 

, 

@)GRATTAN MASSACRE, AUG.l9,1854. 

® ASH HOLLOW, SEPT, :3 ,1855 .. 

eBUFFALO LAKE, JULY 26,lllli3. 

(IWHITESTONE HILLS, SEPT.3,1863. 

-$KIUDZER MTI'l., JULY 28,1864. 

eATrACK ON JULESBURG, JAN., 6,1865. 

0 PLATTE BRIDGE, 

() FE'ITERMAN ;~1ASSACRE, DEC, 21 -~tlt>O.c 

f) 'flAGOl'~ BOX FIGHT, AUG.2,1867. 

r BR.SC?..i'.:R 'S ISLAt'IJD, SEPT .1 

~ROS113UD, JUNE 17,18?6. 

()CUSTER l'iiASSACM, JUNE 25.,1876. 

• WOUNDED KNEE, DEC. 29, 1890. 
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PERIODS ill TEWN HIS'IDRY 

of Fort Laramie, Lieutenant Grattan and 32 men were killed in a dispute 
over an emigrant's cow. General Harney followed the Indians in 1855 
and gained revenge by killing 86 Brule man, women, and children at Ash 
Hollow, Nebraska. {See Hunton, end Grinnell, 1915 1 pp.lOO ff.} 

This marked the beginning of the bloody wars between the Teton (often 
assisted by Cheyenne end Arapaho"allies) and United States troops. The 
period from 1854-?? w~s ~rked Qy brief tntervale of vicious fighting and 
longer ones of ·rele.ti"ve peace. 'Th.e principal motive of the Teton through­
out this period was the·desire to protect their hunting grounds from tree­
pass by white travelerS, prospectors, soldiers, an::l railroad men. Prior 
to 1865 it was the Overland Trail tra1'1'1c and the construction of the 
Union Pacific Railroad that roused Indian opposition; from 1865 to 1868 
the Bozeman Trail, trom Fort Fettenr.an to the Montana mines, :ftn'nished 
the irritation; and in the seventies the Northern Pacific Railroad survey 
in Montana, and the Black Hills gold rush sent the Indians on the war­
path. {See Map No. 12, this paper, for principal routes o:f the Whites 
through the Teton country. l..fe.p No. 13 iu.dicates sites of "the principal 
armed conflicts between Teton and Whites in the period 1854-90.} 

The Indians were aided by the peculiar policy adopted by the Whites. 
The army was compelled to make peace when the Indians asked for it, with 
the result that the Indians were able to come into the agencies to be :fed 
during the hard winters, procure guns and ammunition from the Interior 
Department, supposedly for hunting, end theii turn against the Government 
forces with their newly acquired weapons when the -weather was again favor­
able. .Again, it should be noted that the gr-oups of Teton engaged at va­
rious periods dif:fered. In the wars of the late sixties the Oglala were 
the principal contenders, while in the \eventies, after Red Cloud, the 
leader in these wars, had settled down to peace:ful reservation life, the 
Hunkpapa were most troublesome • 

For details on the Indian ·wars, 1854-77, in which the Teton took 
part see: Birge; Brady; Brininstool {1926a, 1926b); Brown~~; 
Coutant; Crawford; E. B. Custer {1885, 1889 1 1890); G. A. Custer; 
DeLand (1930); Dodge {18?6, 1882); Gabriel {Vol. 2); Graham; Hunton; 
Keim; King; Macleod; Miles; Paxson; Robinson (1904); Sabin; Seymourj 
Vlellman; and Vestal. The most val ue.ble source'S"'above are underlined, 
(See also section on "Chronologyff, this paper.) 

The 
1890-91, 
decade. 
conflict 
than the 
1896.) 

last armed resistance of the Teton occurred in the !'!inter of 
after all had been settled on reservations far more than a 
This outbreak, resulting in Sitting Bull 1 s death and the bloody 
at Wounded .Knee, properly belongs with the Ghost Dance rather 
Indian Wars in a discussion of Teton history. {See Mooney, 
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RESI:RV!<.TIONS IN THE TETON COL'NTRY T~D,.Y. 
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PERIODS IN TEIDN HIS'IDRY 

---------------------------..';\.\\\ 
TI~ RESffiVATION PERIOD: 1865 ID THE PRESi:NT 

White men's desire tar Indian land has been the principal reason 
for confinine Indians on limited reservations in the United States. '1'11-., 
land occupied by the Teton was not found desirable by Whites until a 
relatively late date - less than seventy years ago -when the cettlerne,1 
of Wyoming desired to extend their activities north of tile Platte, and, 
prospectors rushed to the Black Hills far gold. 

The thousands of pioneers who passed over the Ore ~n Trai 1 priOl• 
to this time evidenced no desire to settle in the Teton country. Thetp 
hearts were set on Oregon, California, or Utah. So the first treaty 1 11 _ 
volving lnnd made wi. th the Teton in 1851 was only aimed at securing tllh 
white manfs right of way through the Teton country. Again in 1866, vn1,. 11 
the great Sioux Reservation was established in western South De.kota (ii~~~~ 
Map No. 15), the Teton were permitted to retain the right to hunt in 
their old territory to the westward. This territory remained unceded 
Indian land until 18?6, when, togE>tber with a considerable portion of 
far western South Dakota containing the Black Hills, was ceded. In l11n\l 

a large portion of the remaining Teton country was relinquished. In 
1890 the Teton were confined on five smaller reservations in South Du .. 
kota - namely Standing Rock, Cheyenne River, Lower Brule, Rosebud, ar.r1 
PinE! Ridge. (See Map No. 15.} These reservations, v11th somewhat dift-,,1', 
ent boundarl.es because of minor lar.d · cessior~s sil:ice )890, · reiilHin todsv. 
{Se-e· :t.m.p No, 16.) ' 

Government attempts to civilize the Teton were intensified with 
their settlerrent on reservations. They '':ere encouraged to adopt the 
white man's clothing, language, shelter, religion, education, and mett11111f:, 
of making a living. hgricul tlll'e we.s suggested but soil and climate (;1 11 ,1 •. 

bined with the Indian's dislike of the f;.;.rmer's life to make·progrest: _11 , 
this direction difficult. The old hunting oconomy was doomed with tl;.o, 
virtual extermination of the bison in 1883, and the Teton becarre entl"'•-· 
ly dependent on the Government for the necessities of life. 

The progress of the Teton on reserv<::tions has been slow, imped.;f; 1,:1 
periods of maladministration, ill health, nnd disease (tr~J.Choma., tut·~,. 111 ._ 
losis, and syphilis in particular), m1d the Indien's dislike of farm:,w 
his unhappiness, and a defentist attitwle growing out of his parasit:,, ., 
existence. 

The present adn..inistration, through certain sweepin(:~ reforms, ic .!. 

ten;,pting to readjust conditions mora nearly to suit the temper end r.·-··IJ;, 
of the Indians. But it is a difficult te.sk requiring much study, p~-­
ti8nce, and time. (See Mekeel, 1932 and 1936, on modern conditions '~' 
Pine Ridge Reservation.} 



A TEIDN DAKOTA CHRONOLOGY: 1680-1890 

1680 father Hennepin first met some Teton on Mississippi River about 
70 miles above present site of Minneapolis. Suggested neighbor­
hood of Mille Lacs as location of Teton. 

1700 LeSueur met Teton on Blue Earth River, near present Mankato,, 
Minneapolis. He was first to mention Teton culture traits. 

1722 Pachot located the Teton 80 leagues west of Fells of St. Anthony. 

1?42 Sometime between 1700 and this date the Teton acquired horses. 

1743 La Verendrye brothers met band of the "Gens de la 7leche Cellae," 
possibly Teton, April 9, on east bank of Missouri River at point 
believed to be just south or ~esent Fairbanks, Sully Co., s. D. 

1765 Indian winter count places Teton at the entrance into Black Hills 
at this date. 

1766 Jonathan Carver met at least part of the Teton in the extrane 
western boundary of his. journey up Minnesota River about 200 miles 
from 1 ts mouth. 

1?80 About this date the Yankton and Yanktonai, having been driven from 
western Iowa by Otos, settled in James River Valley, S.D., at in­
vitation of Teton. 

1?92 Teton finally conquered the Arikara and gained possession of the 
Missouri Valley in South Dakota. Arikara forced to retreat up 
the Missouri to moutb of Grand River. 

1?94 Trudeau met Teton party on east side of Missouri River at site of 
Crow Creek Agency, Sept. 30. He found than well supplied with 
firearms. 

1796 Loisel built fur-trading post on Cedar Island, between Pierre and 
Big Bend--first recorded post in South Dakota. 

1800 Younger Alexander Henry found Teton on the upper Missouri River. 

1804 Lewis and Clark met two bands of Teton at rnouth of Teton River, 
west side of Missouri, Sept. 23. (Clark's map, reprinted in 
Robinson, p.?l, locates Brule, Oglala, Miniconjou on the Missouri.) 
They gave first scientific ~ntion of the Black Hills. 

1811 Wilson P. Hunt and party of fur traders pa::.:sed up Missouri River 
and overland westward, skirting the Black Hills on the north. 

' " 

, I 



A TE'ION DJ;IDTA CHRONOLOGY: 1680-1890 

1813 Uenuel Lisa made U. s. sub-agent for the Missouri River Sioux and 
,kept the Teton friendly to ~ican interests duribg the struggle 
vrith the English farther east. 

1812- Robert Stuart end party of returning Astorians first to use the land 
13 route later known a·s the Oi'egon TraiL 

1815 First Teton treaty with the United States Government, :ruly 15, at 
Portage des Sioux, near mouth of Missouri River. Teton ecknowledgad 
allegiance to the United States. No land claims concerned. 

181? Joseph La Fremboise built Fort Teton at site of later Fort Pierre. 
First continuous settlement in South Dakota. 

1823 :ntertribal wars: Teton and other Sioux groups against Crow, 
Ariker3., and Mandan. Teton forced Crow westward and wrested from 
them. the region from Missouri River to Yellowstone end Big Horn 
Hivers. 

1825 Teton signed trade treaties With United States Government to assure 
traders authorized by United States a monopoly in Indian trade and 
thus shut out British influence. Sixteen Teton signed. 

1831 l'he Yellowstone, first steamboat on the upper Missouri i proceeded 
up river to l!'ort Tecumseh, thus revOl'.ltionizing the Missouri River 
fur trade. 

1831 Fort Pierre founded, thrae miles above mouth of 
This was most important fur-trading post in the 

Teton (Bad). River. 
Teton country. 

1832 George Catlin visited the Teton at Fort Pierre, painted a number 
of portraits end scenes, and gathered materials for later 
publication~ 

1834 !:!e.:rimilian and Bodmer visited Teton at Fort Pierre, gathering in­
i"crmation for Maximilian's "Atles". 

1834 Fort Laramie founded near mouth 
trade with Oglala and Cheyenne. 
the Teton on the Overland Trail 

of Laramie River, l'lyomine;, for 
Most importent trading post wi. th 

route. 

183? Great smallpox epidemic on the Upper Missouri River. 

1840 Colin Campbell, in charge of Fort Pierre, estimated the Teton 
population at 13,000 and total Sioux ~opulation at 24,000. 
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A TE'!UN DAKOTA CHRONOLOGY: 1680-1890 

1840 Reverend Stephen Ri~ visited Fort Pierre and preached first 
mon in South Dakota. Recommended a mission to the Teton. 

1841 Beginning of large seale migration of peoples westward over the 
trail to Oregon and California. 

1842 J'ohn c. Fremont's first w~stern eXpedition via Fort IJ3.ramie. 

1846 Francis Parkman followed the trail to Fort laramie and joined e. 
hunting party of Oglala west of Fort laramie,, making many interest­
ing comments on Oglala culture of the period in his classic w:>rk, 
~The Oregon Trail." 

1847 First White woman entered South Dakota via the Missouri River. 

1847 First large party of Mormons followed the Overland Trail to Utah. 

1849 California gold rush over the Overland Trail. (Gold had been dis­
covered at Colome in 1848.} 

1849 Government bought Fort Laramie for a military post. 

1849 Cholera epidemio on the Plains. 

1849 Father De Smet spent greater part of the smmner muong the Oglala 
and Brule. 

1849 Stansbury led exploring expedition westward via Overland Trail; 
made many interesting observations on Oglala culture. 

1849 Dr. John Evans led scientific expedition into the White River Bad 
Lands southeast of the Black Hills; published map in 1852 showing 
details of the region. 

1851 First Fort Laramie Treaty, by which Indian tribes along Overland 
Trail agreed to respect white right of way 1n return for annual 
payments. Boundaries of Western Dakot8 and neighboring tribes 
defined. 

1854 Lieutenant Grattan, 30 men, a sergeant, and a corporal killod in 
misunderstanding over an emigrant's cow, nine miles east of Fort 
Laramie, by combined camp of Brule, Oglala, and Mlniconjou, June 
1?. The soldiers were members of Company D, 4th Infantry, station­
ed at Fort Laramie. 

1855 General Harney revenged the Grattan Massacre by defeating the Brule 
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A TgcroN Di\hO'll\ CHRONOWGY: 1680-1890 

at Ash Hollow, Nebraska, killi~; B6 men, women and children, 
Sept. 3. Harney's force included dragoons, artillery, and 
infe.n try. 

1855 Fort Pier1•e purchased by the GoverDI:l8nt for military post. General 
Harney brought his force of 1200 men there following the Ash Hollow 
conflict. 

1856 General Hf!.I'ney made a treaty with Teton at Fort Pierre by which they 
agreed to respect white right of travel over Oregon Trail and a 
trail bettseen Fort laramie and Fort Pierre. Treaty never rEtified. 

185? Lieutenant Warren sent to m.aY..e preliminary survey of the Black 
Hills. He was accompanied by the eminent geologist F. V. Hayden, 
who made first reliable study of Black Hills geology at this time. 
Teton objected to the expedition on grounds that it would frighten 
away tho buffalo, but there was no bloodshed. 

1862 Report on the Indians revealed that only thG Yanktonai and Teton 
of the Dakota group were still "wild" at th::,_t data. Other De.kota 
,g;rouiJS settled on reservations. 

1862 Teton refused to aid the Eastern Dakote. in their Mlnnasota uprising • 

1863 ~bout 650 F.unkpapa nnd Blackfoot Teton joined the ~astern Dnkcrta in 
ccnt'licts ngainst General Sibley at Buf'f..:J.o lake {July) and Vihi ta­
stone Hills (Sept.) in North Dakota. In th0 fall they returned to 
the Bl~ck Hills to hunt buffalo. 

1863 The Brule nnd Oglala, \'oilO h&d been r.::latively well behaved since 
1856, beg~n attacks on Overland 1rail ifuffiigr8Ilts, stage pcssengers, 
c:nd telegrc1ph operators. 'Ihese &tts.cks increased in numbBr and 
severity in 1864 ond 1865. 

1863 Fort Sully built on east sid0 of ~~ssouri Riveri six miles below 
present town of Piurre. 

1864 General Sully with 2, 200 n..en opposed combin<.Jd force of' Santee, 
Yenktonei, and somo Hunkpr..pa, Ble.ckfoot, Sans i..rc, arrll.;iniconjou 
in cnmp&ign during Vlhich the battle of Killdeer Mount::.in.s ,in North 
Dakotn, occurred, July 28. Th0 Teton involvod, c.g:::.in r-;.turi,ed to 
the Blf~ck Hills in th.:.: f(~ll. 

1865 United Teton, Cheyenne, and Arapaho kill0d 18 so).diers and plund,)rud 
Julesburg St~tge St:::..tion, Jan. 6. IP.tur in month completely wr·3ckcd 
:.1bout ?5 milos of roe.d--burnin,7. stntior.s, r:.trJchcs, c:~pturing wc:.gon 
tr:lins, nnd destroying t-.o:losrc:.ph lin-::s. 
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A TEIDN DAMTA CHRONOLOGY: 1680-1890 

1865 Tho Government voted to est'Jblish u -rosd from the Overland Trail to 
BozciOOn, !1-~ont., Mclrch 1. In cerly spring, Colonel S:1wyer set out 
freD; Fcrt LHremio to survey the rcuto. Red Cloud scught to dissuade 
him through Wf'.rning, but no bloodshed oc'c.urrwd. UnsuccessfuL 

1865 About 3,000 wcrriors of combined Sioux-Arnpo.ho-Choyenne ctte.c:~ed 
Platte Bridge near present Casper, Wycming, in late July. Soldiers 
succeeded in holding bridge and stockade with only eight men lost. 

1865 Treaty of Fort Sully. Separate treaties with each of seven Teton 
bands. Agreed to pe3ce, submission of troubles to the president, 
and t0 res:rect right of way of roads, in return for unnuit:,es. 
Terms generally m.isunderstood by Indians. Lower Brule at this time 
agreed to go on reservation near old Fort Lookout. 

1866 Fetterman Massacre. Eighty-one Vlhi tes killed by combined Teton­
Cheyenne-Arapaho near site of Fort Phil Kearney. Wyo •• Pee. 31. 

1867 Wagon Box Fight--Aug. 2--the most disastrous Indiun defeat of the 
wars in which the Teton took part. Indian losses estimated at 
from 1000 to 1500. 

186? The Union Pacific Railroad was begun across Wyoming. Town of Chey­
enne founded as western terminus of the road in winter of 1867-68 • 

1868 Beecher's Island Fight on Arikara For~ of ~epublican River, Colo., 
Sept. l?-24. Party of 51 frontiersmen, under Major Forsyth, held 
off large force of combined Cheyenne-$ioux-Arepaho. 

1868 Second Fort I.aramie Treaty ended the Red Cloud ·war, in November • 
The Government capitulated to Red Cloud'a demand that road to 
Mont&na be closed and forts removed. Great Sioux Reservation es­
tablished, contuining all of western South Dakot~, with hunting 
privileges farther west. Teton relinquished all claim to terri tory 
east of Niissouri River. 

1869- These were years of entire peace in the Teton country. 
70 

18?0 Red Cloud visited Washincton and New York in the summer, and agreed 
to settle near Fort LaraiUie on a reservation which became known as 
the Red Cloud Agency~ 

18?1 Sitting Bull bes;s.n to le~.1d the 'I'wton op:posi tton to the Northern 
Pacific Rai l:r"oad through country claimed by Teton on south bank of 
Yellowstone River, Montana • 



A TETIJN DAI~OTJ, CliRONOLOGY: 1680-1890 

lB73 First Protestant ~iss ion to the Teton established by Reverend 
T. l... Riggs. 

92 

1873 Red Cloud Agency moved to White River, 80 miles northeast of Fort 
L&ren.ie, near Fort Robinson. 

1873 Lest intertribal war in which· Teton took part; conflict betwe~n 
Brule ~md Oglala war party of 1200 and Pawnee hunting party of 
400 in Massacre Canyon, southwestern Nebraska. About 200 
Pawnee killed. 

1874 In July, Custer with 1000 men sent into Black Hills to investigate 
possibility of establishing. an army post the:.:e for better handling 
of Teton problems. Indians inc€11sed over tt.is vi o:ation of t~e 

1868 treaty, but no op"ln conflict. Custer ret"o.lrn•Jd to ~art Abraham 
Lincoln on Aug. 22, to report discovery of gold in Black Hills. 

1875 Treaty comr!:iission failed to gain Indian consent to cession of the 
Black Hills~· Miners rushed on to the Hills without legal right 
to do so. 

18?6 Jo'ollowing General Crook's attempt to ptmish Indians for raiding 
white prc<;pectcrs in the Black Hills, he r.1et combined Teton­
Cheyen.'le force on Rosebud River, Uor;. tana, Jur.e 17. 

1876 Custer ~.1assac~e on -!;he Li t.tle Big Horn in which 265 ~·fui tes were 
killed by Teton-Cheyenne-Arapaho forces. 

18?6 Teton ceded Bll clc.ili!S to Black Hills and their hunting grounds 
farther west, Sept. 26. All Teton, except Gull's and Sitting 
Bull's b!-1nds, which fled to Canada, becWle thereby settled res­
ervation Indirrns. 

1881 The lest Teton Sun Dance was performed. 

1882 The last great tuffalo hunt of the Teton was held. 

1883 The last bufl'elo was killed by Teton in November or this year. 

1889 Greet Sioux Reservation broken up und five smeller ones establish­
ed by Con~assional !..ct of March 2. The new reservations-­
Standing Reel(, Cheyenne River, Lower Brule, Rosebud, and Pine 
Ridge--exist today, although some boundary changes have been made 
since 1289. 

1889 The Teton sent a delegc;.tion to visit 1'/ovoka, the Ghost Dance 
prophet in Nevada, in fall of this year. They returned to eneourage 
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the Ghost Dance on Sioux Reservations. 

1890 Messiah \'Jar on Teton reservations, growing out of Ghost Dance 
exci ten:.ent and local grievances, during which Sitting Bull was 
killed {Dec. 15), and conflict at Wounded Knee took place (Dec. 
29). Disturbe.ncB lasted into Januery, 1891. Has last armed 
conflict bet\veen Teton and Whites. 

* • • • • • • • 
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A number of strong individuals played an important part in deter­
inining the course of Teton history in the 19th century. Little informa­
tion is available on the Teton leaders prior to the sixties, but the 
names and deeds of later leaders such as Red Cloud, Gall, Sitting Bull, 
Crazy Horse, and Spotted Tail are well known to students of American 
history. These men differed in traits of character, in abilities, and 
in attitude toward the Whites. Some gained recognition as warriors, 
some as diplomats, orators, or peacemakers. A few combined several of 
these abilities. Nearly all were self-made men, rising from obscurity 
to positions of prominence and leadership among their people through 
their own abilities • 

The One Horn: Catlin stated that this man, a Miniconjou, was the 
principal chief of all the Missouri Sioux in 1832. He was renowned as 
a warricr and hunter, and could run down a buffalo on foot and kill it 
with a bow and arrow (Catlin, Vol. 1, p.2ll. Portrait in color, Plate 
91) • 

Red Fish: Prominent as an Oglala chief about 1840. Met by DaSmet 
at Fort Pierre in 1841, in which year he had suff8reC. a severe defeat 
by the Crow which cost him his leaderchip. (BAE-B 30, Pt. 2, p.359; 
DeSmet) • 

Whirling Bear: A Brule chief 1 leader of the Indians in the Grattan 
Massacre, Aug. 19, 1854, as result of which he waB killed (BAE-B 30, 
Pt. 1, p.?89). 

Little Thunder: J... Brule Chief, present at the Grattan Massacre; 
assumed command after death of Whirling Bear; took part in battle of 
Ash Hollow in H355; died some years later. He was fully 6 ft. 6 in. 
tall, large in proportion and of superior intelligence (BAE-B 30, 
Pt. l, p.??l}. 

Red Cloud: (1822-1909) Oglala chief', probably the most able Teton 
leuder of the late 19th century. Not an hereditary chief, but rose to 
prominence through his own efforts and was renowned as v~rrior and states­
man. Headed the o:pposi tion to the Bozeme.n Trail in 1865 and led Indian 
forces in the Fetterman ~.ie.ssacre and Wagon Box Fights in 1866 and 186?. 
Made peace at Fort Laramie in 1868 only on condition that the Bozeman 
Road be ubandoned and forts evacuated; from that date he took rt·~, p::.tt in 
wars against '!,!lhites. Visited ~'fashine,ton in 18?0 and agreed to settle on 
reservaticn kno\'m as Red Cloud Agency near l"ort laramie. Agreed to 
cession of Black Hills in 1876; opposed the Sioux outbreak of 1890-91 
(BAE-B 30, Pt. 2, p.359; Dictionary of American Biography, Vol. 'l!V, 
p.43?}. Portraits are nUllierous in bocks on Indian Wars, but see es­
pecially Ccr:k, whc gives several rare views. Captain Cook of Agate, 

L 
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Neb., was Red Cloud's closest friend among the Whites and has in his 
private museum at Agate, N~tb., many personal articles \1411ch f'orm.erly 
belonged to Red Cloud. 

Spotted Tail: ( 18'3'3-81}, Brule chief; not an he.redi tary chief, 
but attained prominence through personal qualities. TOok conspicu-

5 

ous part in Grattan Massacre, and battle of Ash Hollow, after which he 
gave hims9lf up to the troops at Fort Laram1e in order to spare his 
people. but was later freed. He favored the cor.structicn of Bozeman 
Trail and forts, which attitude lost him many followers to Red Cloud; 
signed treaty of 1868; went to Washington with Red Cloud in 1870; fa­
vored sale of Black Hills; in 1876 appointed chief of all Indians at Red 
Cloud and Spotted Tail A~encies; negotia~ed Crazy Horse's surrender in 
1877; killed by "Crow Dog" in 1881 {BAE-B 30, Pt. 2, pp.626-627; Dic­
tionary of .Ame:ri can Biography, Vol. XV'II, p. 469; portrait in BAE-B 30 , 
Pt, 2, p.627), 

Crazy Horse: {1842-7?} Oglala chief; with Sitting Bull, was a 
leader of the hostiles in the seven·~ies; op!Josed Crook on the Rosebud, 
and Custer on the Little Bighorn in 1876; pursued by General Miles in 
following winter; SUI'rendered in spring o-r 1877 with 2,000 followers; 
arrested under suspicion of stirring up trouble in Sept., 1877, broke 
away and was shot to death {BAE-B 30, Pt. 1, p.358; Dictionary of Ameri­
can Biography, Vol. IV, pp.530-53l; Miles, pp.l93,244; Brininstool, 
1929; portrait in Wheeler, opp. p.l04). 

Sitting Bull; (1834-90) Hunkpapa leader; his father a sub-chief; 
took .active part in the wars of 1860's in North Dakota; first becrume 
widely known When he led raid against Fort Buford in l866i on warpath 
almost continuously from 1869 to 1876 against Hhites, or Crow or Sho­
shoni; refused to go on reservation in 1876; leader with Crazy Horse in 
Custer Massacre; fled with a number of followers into Canada, where he 
remained until 1881 when he returned to surrender at Fort Buford under 
promise of amnesty; confined at Fort Randall until 1883; influenced 
Sioux refusal to sell land in 1888; encouraged the first Ghost Dance on 
Standing Rock Reservation; killed by Indian police trying to arrest him 
in 1890. He was renowned as an organizer and medicine man {BAE-B 30, 
Pt.2, pp.583-584; Dictionary of American Biography, Vol.XVII, pp.l92-
l93; Vestal, 1932, entire, contains several portraits; Mooney, 189?.} 

Gall: {1840-1894} Hunkpapa chief; not an hereditary chief; fought 
in battles in North Dakota in 1863-64; a leader in the Custer I>lassacra; 
fled to Canada with Sitting Bull but returned to surrender in 1881; 
settled on Standing Rock Reservation.; denounced Sitting Bull and becatle 
friendly to Vfuites; encouraged Indian education; influential in secur­
ing the land cession of 1889; from 1889 was judge of the court of Indian 
offe~se at Standin~ Rock Agency. A great war leader in the 1870's, he 
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became potent influence for peace and proGress from 1881 till ·his death 
(BAE-B 30, Pt. 1

1 
p.4B2; Dictionary of American Biography, Vol.VII, 

pp.lOl-102; portrait, BAE-B 30, Pt. 1, p.482.) 

John Grass (or Charging Bear): (1837-1918) Blackfoot chief; son of 
chief of same name; renowned as a councilor and orator rather than war­
rior; opposed warfare of the seventies; a leading e~onent of progress 
in reservation days; wa.s chief justice of Indian court at Standing Rock; 
opposed the cession of 1889 until more money was offered; becams member 
of Catholic church {Dictionary of American Biography, Vol.VII, pp.501-
502; South Dakota Historice.l.Collections, Vol. l, pp.J54-156; .Portraits 
in BAE-B 30, Pt. 1, p.568; s. D. Hist. Cells., Vol. 1, p.65; Densmore, 
Plate 73). 

Other leaders of somewhat less prominence than those mentioned 
above were: 

Big Mouth: 
Tail. See BAE-B 

{died 1873 
30, Pt. 1 •. 

or 18?4) 
p.l4?. 

A Brule chief, killed by Spotted 

Hollow-horn Beer: {born 1850) A Brule chief. See BAE-B 30, Pt. 1, 
p.557. 

Short Bull: {born about 1845) A Br-ule chief, prominent during the 
Ghost~ce excitement. See BAE-B 30, Pt. 2, p.554 • 

Big F~: (died 1890) h Hunkpapa chief, prominent in 1890. See 
BAE-B 30, Pt. 1, p.l46; portrait in iiell.nian, opp. :p.253. 

Rain-in-the-Face: 
warrior. See BAE-B 30, 

{1835-1905} A Hunk:papa chief and prominent 
Pt. 2, p.353; poDtrai t in \1elltcan, opp. p.l48. 

American Horse: An Oglala chief. See BAE-B 30, Pt. 1, p.48; por­
trait in Grinnell,-1900, frontispiece. 

kicking Bear: An Oglala leader and priest, promdnent in 1890. See 
BAE-B 30, Pt. 1, p.6B6; portrait in Mooney, 1897. 

Young llllan Afr.aid of His Horse: An Oglala chief and warrior. See 
BAE-B 30, Ft. 2, p.lOOl. 

PortrHi ts of a number of Teton chiefs and influential 'leaders of 
somewhat later period (i.e., at toe turn of the century} may be found in 
Grinnell, 1900, and in Dixon. 

\'1. H. Jackson, photographer for the U.S. Geological Survey, took 
a lurge number ot' pictures of Teton individuals prior to 187?. These 
pietures, comprising probebly the best collectiun Gf Teton ~artraits in 
existence, are listed in Miscellaneous Publications No. 9, U.S. Geclogi­
cal Survey of the Territories, \'lashington, 187?. The negatives of these 
photographs are now in the possession of th.o: Bureau of ~rican Ethnology, 
Hashinc;tL'n, D. C • 
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Exhibits intended to portray an Indi~~n culture at a given period 
are open to misinterpretation by the museum visitor, who often. fails to 
realize the limited period for which the culture traits portrayed were 
characteristic. This would be especially true in regard to Teton cul­
ture. An exhibit portraying Teton .l.ife of the period 1820-40, when the 
old buffalo-hunting-culture was at its height, would be an inaccurate 
portrayal of the culture a aalf century earlier or later. It should be 
relliembered, too, that in the period 1820-40 there was already a consider­
able number of traits which were not of native origin but had been in­
troduced by Hhi tes--the use of the horse, of firearms, iron arrow points, 
iron cocking utet~ils, and glass beads, to mention but a few. 

It would be preferable if, instead of attempting a static interpre­
tation, a dynamic portrayal could be presented which would bring out the 
modification cf old traits and the introduction of new ones with the 
passage of time. The data in this paper arc, so far as possible, offered 
with this dynamic treatment in lliind. 

Some suggestions for the interpretation of inte~esting aspects of 
Teton culture are listed below. Each exhibit rui~~t well occupy a case. 
ilherever possible, authentic specimens or replicas should be used in 
connection with prepared exhibits (medals, maps, charts, and illustrations): 

1. Ffuc were the Teton? In introductory exhibit interpreting the 
oricin, 18tlguage, physical tYpe, L'ligrations, ::md locations of the Teton 
at various periods. Decorative maps and charts, together with photographs 
and life-sized models c.f physical type, might v1ell be used. 

2. ImportancE of the Buffalo to the Thton: Its influence on Teton 
culture, bringing out its ~any uses; its influence on Teton history--mi­
crations, wars, fur trade--8nd the effect of its exte~ination. h model 
of the buffalo, together wi.th illustrations and decorative rr.aps, might 
well be used, in addition to suitaDle specimens of materials ~de from 
the buffalo. 

3. Imvortence of the Horse tc the Teton: Its introduction from 
Europe, its spread over the Plains, ;r-.ode o"!' cu:rture, riding gecr, use in 
trElr.sportation (esrJecially the travois), and in wr::.rfare and hunting. 
Models of horse and travois, snd horse se.-::idled f'or riding, together with 
decor:-::tive maps, charts, illustrations, :...nd specir:1ens of riding gePl•, 
availabl~might be used. 

4. The Teton as a Fighting Man: 1":-'.J.) of enemi,:>s and Ellies of the 
Teton; specirr.ens or replicas of weapons usec1 at various periods; conduct 
Ol~ war parties (illustrations); syst;::,m of •~c·.r honors {charts); I!iodel of 
mounted warrior with eq'..:ipr,ient . 
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5. The Teton Life Cycles an exhibit interpreting by means of illus­
trations the life history of a typical Teton warrior of the ~d-ninete&nth 
century: birth; Hunka ceremony; childhood training; war deeds; marriage; 
hunting; vision quest; participation in ce~ony of a man's society; 
death; and burial. In such an exhibit many aspects of Teton culture not 
otherwise ede;pted to museum interpretation can be brought out in an attrac­
tive manner. 

6. Tobacco, PipeJ,and Smoking Customs: specimens of kinds of tobacco 
used; decorative map showi_ng various we:ys of using tobacco in &boriginal 
America; chert showing diffusion of tobacco and anoking customs to other 
parts of the world; specimens of Teton pipes and smoking equipment, if 
available; illustrations showing quarrying of pipestone in Minnesota; mak­
ing the bowl und drilling the stem; also social and cerer~nial smoking 
scenes. 

?. Arts and Crafts of the Teton: interpretation of the materials 
used, techniques, and so far as possible inclusion of specimens of work 
in the three principal techniques of painting, quill-work, and headwork. 

s. Games and Amusements: an exhibit explainin~ by means of illus­
trations ~d specimens {if obtainable) sever.al selected r,arnes; illustra­
tions of df:'_ncing and use of musical instrlll!lents, Nith specimens of drums,­
whistles, rattles, and so forth. 

E!.cellent subjects for dioramas Cl' sizeable oil paintings for inclu­
sion in museums wou.ld be: 

e.. A Teton carup scene, with em.pho.sis on local color and 
various E.Spects of women's work on hides. 

b. A hunting scene, showing the surround or the drive 
over cliffs. 

c. A sctme showinG the last intertribal conflict--the 
bnttle with the Pawnee in Mussucre Canyon, NBb., in 18?3. 

C<.re should b2 taken to develop a simple und attractive arrangement 
cf elements in the c.::tses, and to present a fresh interpretation rather 
than a repetition of uspects emph<:~.sized in dready established museums 
which deQl with the PL~ins Indians. 

• 
* 

• • • 
• * 

• 

• 
• 
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Note: Publications containing maps or illustrations of particular 
value are starred. 

Abbreviations: 
frequently mentioned 

IJt.NH-B 
BAE-B 
BAE-R 
SD-HC 
SI-I!C 

SI-R 
USNM-B 
USNM-R 
U\'1-PA 

Allen, J. A. 

Beckwith, Paul 
*Benteen, F. VI. 
*Birge, J .c. 
Blish, Helen H. 

1926 
1934 

Boas, Franz 
*1903 

1911 

*1927 

l=lT'~t•k·pi:i: .4..G~ ~- -~-·- ... 
*Brady, C.T. 

Breed, N.J. 

Briggs, H. E. 

'Ibe followints abbreviations 
serial publications: 

are used for the most 

American Anthropologist 
.American U:useum of Natural History, Anthro­
pological Papers 
.American Museum of Natural History, Bulletin 
Bureau of American Ethnology 1 Bulletin 
Bureau of American Ethnology, Annual Report 
South Dakota Historical Collections 
Smithsonian Institution. Miscellaneous Collec­
tions 
Smithsonian Institution, .Annual Report 
United States Naticnal MUseum, Bulletin 
United States National Museum, Report 
University of Washington, Publications in 
Anthropology 

The Juu.erican Biaona, Li-ving and Extinct. Cem­
br14ge, Mass., Harvard Univ. press, 18?6. 

Notes on Customs of the Dakotas. (SI-R, 1886.) 
See Brininstool. 
The Awakeninc of the Desert. Boston {1912}. 
Ethical Conceptions of the Oglala Dakota. (Neb. 

Univ. Studies, Vol. 26 1 Nos. 3-4.) 
"The Ceremony of the Sacred B?w of the Oglala 

Dakota~ (AA.n.s., Vol. 36.) 
"The Decorative .Art of the North Amsricen In­

dians'] (Pop. Sci. Mo., Vol. 63, No. 31, 
Oct.) 

Handbook of American Indian languages. (BAE-B 
No. 40, Pt. 1.) 

Primitive Art. Cambridge, Y.ass., Harvard Univ,, 
1927. 

Tha Siou:,:: or Dakota Indians. 
Indian Fights and Fighters. 

1909. 

(SI-R, 1876,) 1877. 
(Vol. 4.) New York, 

'!he Early Development of the Wyoming Country, 
1743-1852, (MS, in U111V, of·lf•J.if, Li'mo-y) 
192'1. 

"1he Black Hille Gold Ru.Sh'1 (N.D. Historical 
Quart., Vol. 5, No. 2.} 1931." 
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