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FOREWORD TO THE SECOND EDITION

Although the first edition of this mimeographed pamphlet
has been exhausted for several months, & lively demand for
additional coples has persisted. It is in response %o this
Gemand that & second edition has been prepared,

The editorlal supervision of +this edition has Yeen
graclously assumed by Hazel Eunt Voth and William Lippincott.

‘May 1, 1938 ' John C. Ewers
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INTRODUCTION
1

A century ago o large portion of the high plains country east
of the Rockies was inhebited by a powerful, nomadic tribe of Indians
dnown to ethnologists as the ton Drkotu. The wide expanse of
territory included in what is now South bakota from the Missouri
Valley westward, together with adjacent areas in Nebraske and VWy-
oming north of the North Platte River, and smaller portiions of south-

western North Iekota and southesstern Montana, was occupied by the

Teton and jealously guarded by them ageinst encroachment by surround-
ing hostlle tribes.

Over this country moved vast herds of American bison, comeonly
referred to as buffelo, feeding upon the luxuriant grasses mative to
the high plains region. TFor the Teton the buffalo constituted the
staff of life. Their mode of life was peculiarly ad=zpted to buffalo
hunting. Their major problems of food, clothing, and shelter all de~
rended on the buffzlo for their solution. To the Teton of a century
ago the presence of the buffalo was naturally taxen for granted: it
sermed as much a part of Nature!s plan as were the syun in summer sud
the snows of winter, Up to this time the tﬁbe's knowledge of the
white men had been limited to contacts witha relatively small number ..
of explorers, traprers, and traders. Such contacts were generally
mutually satisfactory and beneficial.

In the years that fellowed, thousands of white immigrants and for-
tune hunters passed through the Teton country, killing larpe numbers
of buffalo and driving the remainder farther and farther from the well-
worn immigrant trails, The Teton were not slow to recognize the disas-
trous cultural implicetions of this destruction of the enimal which was
so important to their way of living., They sourhi to prevent white pas-
sage through their country, first by force of argumént; then, finding
this of no avail, they resorted to armed resistence, Force dld not
solve the problem for the Teton; it only drought down ‘on thelr heads
large numbers of better eguipred fighting men of the United States
Army, while the migrants?! trains continued to mowe through the Teton
country, and the buffalo continued rapidly to decrease., The battles be-
tween scldiers and Indians in the sixties and seventies were savegely
fought by both sides. Finally, with the buffale pearimgextermination,
and the possibility of continuing their old way of life theXeby made
hopeless, the Teton accepted the Govermment'!s proposal to lay down their
arms and setile upon reservations as wards of the United States, Here
they have remained to the present day, tryinsz to perform the difficult
tusk of adapting themselvés to a new way of life as sedenizry agricul-
turists or cattle hergers.

The old nomadic life is gone forever, It exists only in the
memories of a few old men and women of the tribe and in the liter-
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ature of the whilte nen. 3Bnt the storr of the Teton in the first
three-quarters of the nineteenth century remains as fascinatine &
bit of historr as ever was written. :

Today, thers may be found within the old Teton couniry one
national park {Wind Cave}, four nationnl monurients {Scoits Bluff,
Devils Tower, Jewel Cave, end Fossil Cread}, several »roposed or
suggested monurent sites, and two very interesting state parks situ-
ated in locations of peculiar historical sigrificance {(Guernsey and
Custer}. {See ¥np Mo. 1, which locates these parks and nonurents.)

It iz fitting that the story of the Tetor should he graphically
interpreted to an interested public in the ruseums of these parks
and momuments. Although the higtory of the Teton will constitute but

.8 smell chapter in the totzl story to be interpreted in most of these

mugeums, it would be well to include & sories of exhibits on the
Tator in at lzast ons rmugseum. The museun gt Custsr State Park seers
to the writer to be the best location for this more detailed museum
treatment of the Teton story. This Park is situated in the Rlack
Hills, the very hearti of the Teton courtry in the mid-nineteenth
centurr; its pare is irsemarably linked with the storr of the In-
dian wars in which the rmjor nart of the hestile Indian forces was
made up of Tedon; and it is in closc proxiriiy te tke Tine Ridne
Reservation, present home of the Oglsls, the largest band of the

T Teton Dekota.

Before plannine~ riuseuw:: exhibits on any subject, it isg well
to secure a coopact, ordered, accurate comrilation of factual in-
formation on the svbjiect in question.. For many subiects this in-
formeatiop is obiainable in a single publication or a limited series
of publications. Such sources are available for a mmber of northern
Plaing tribes. 3speciallr is this true of the Blackfoct, Crow,
Assiniboine, Chevenne, Arapahe, and Omnha. 3ut such is not the case
with the Teton Dakota. WMo conpact monograph or series of monographs
is avallable to cover adequately the ethnology and history of the
Teton, The data are scattered through z larse number of publications,
some of which are more or less inaccessible to the genersl reeder,
The purpose of this paper ls to bring together for the use of museum
tovhrnicians and artists data on the Teton which may be of value in
rlannin~ and cresting museuwr exhibit item2 to interpret the Teton
story. This is not in‘ended toc be a complete ethnoloryr and history
of the Teton. It is merely a compilaticn of data on those aspects
of Teton culture vhich will lend themselvnes to 2rarhic portraysl in
nuseur:s. Bmphasis is therefore placed on the materinl calture of
the tribe, and reTerences to illustreticns which may be of value to
museun preparators are cited where it is felt sueh illustrations will

he of wvalue.

-
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A large portion of the United States east of
the Rockies vas occupied by Siocuern speaking
peoples at the time of the first vhite contacte.

{ Lfter Swanton's data in Paullin Plate 33)e-
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WHO WERE THE TETON?

1% is customary for students of the American Indien to identify
tribes on the basis of the native langusges spoken by them. On this
basis the Teton may be primarily clessified s&s a Siouan-speaking group,
since they used & dialect of that language. At the time of first white
contact with the Indians of North America, more natives spoke dialects
of the Siousn tongue than any other language, with the single exception
of Alpgonguian. But just as all English-speaking people today do not
occupy & geographically continuous territory, sc the Siouan-spesking
Indiens, when first encountered by Whites, did not inhabit a single con-
tinuous area. {The distridution of Siouan-speaking peoples at the time
of first contmact is shown on Map MNo. 2.}

West of the Mississippi the larrest division of Siocuan-speaking
people wes the Dekota, cormonly knovm as the Sioux, The Dekota were
divided into seven gzroups: The Mdewnkanton, lnhpeton, Vahpekute,
Sisseton, Ysnkton, Yanktonai, and Teton. The first four comprised the
Santee or Eastern Dakotae, who lived in Minnesota in the first half of
the nineteenth century; the Yankton and ‘the Yanktonal held the eastern
portion of South Dakota; and the Teton, the largest of the seven grouds,
occupied the portion of the Dekota country from Missouri River west-
ward., Much of the published material on the general subject of the Dn-
kota in reality deals only with the Bastern Dakota, whose culture d4if-
fered congiderably from that of the Teton. This fact rmust be kept in
mingd in comnection with research on the Teton Delkota.

The Teton also were divided into seven bands: 0Oglala, Brule, Black-
foot, Miniconjou, Sans Arc, Two Kettle, and Hunkpapa., These were in turn
divided and subdivided into smaller bands or vlilimge groups.

{If further information on the identification of the Teton is de-
sired, consulit Hodge, Part II, pp.736-37}
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#i43 ~—— Location of the Siouan speeking peoples several centuries
' before Columbus.,

““-"”;7 Later northeastward movement of Iroqueian peoples,

Location of Siouen spetking peoples at the beginning of

the 16th Century after the perent group hcd been .broken
up by the movement of the Irojuoion peoples.

Indicating overleping sarea.
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{ After Bushnell, 1934)
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THE ORIGII: AID LIGRATICH OF TiE TRTOU

The scattered location of groups of Indians speaking dialects
of a cormon language (Siouan} at the bepinning of the historic
Period ({(as indicated on Mep No.2} has ziven rise to considerable
speculation or the origin of these seattered groups. Obviously all

of them must be descended from a cormon group of Siouen-sreaking

peoples who at one time inhabited a single neosraphically continu-
ous area. Most sericus students of the problem believe that at one
time this ancestral group occupied a continuous area east of the
Mississippi end probably west of the Appalachians. Bushnell has
placed this areas in the Ohio Valleyw, with the greater part of the
early Siouen peoples livirns north of the Ohio in the present states
of Illinois, Indiena, and Ohio, vhile a smaller number were south
of the Chio ir Kentucky and West Virminia. {See Mup No. 3.} This
rmist have been several centurles prior to Columbus' evnoch-making
journey to America in 1492. At a later, but still prehistorie,
period a northwestern riovement of the powerful Ironuoisn peoples
from west of the Mississippi split the Siouan peoples intc smaller
grours, same of thenm roving emstward and others westward. By the
beginning of the sixteenth century the Siounn peoples inhabited sev-
eral distinct areas some of which were hunédreds of miles apart.
{See Map Mo. 3.} The Dakota were then a mart of the northwesiemrn
ETCUR.

At the berinrine of the historie period, westward expansion of
Algonquian peoples, particulnrly the Chiplewa, was forcins the Dakota
8til) farther toward the west. Vhen first encountered by Whites inm
the middie of the 17th century, the Dikota were livines in the timber-
ed country at the western end of Iake Superior, in Wiscensin and
Minnesota. The pressure froi the Chippewa increased after those In-
dians scquired firearmis from the Whites. Althoush the Dakota have
steadfastly denied it, this nressure from the east is generally re-
garded by students of the problex as a stron~ factor in the movement
of the majority of the Dakota peoples from the fimber out onto the
Plairs.

I the vancuerd of the westward-rwovine Dalota were the Teton.
When first met by white men, the Teton, as the westermnost division
of the Dakota, were already leaving the timbered country for the
prairie pleins of southwestern Minnesota. Hennepin, who met some of
them in 1680, nlaced them in the neishborhood of Mille laces in east
central Minnesotux., LeSueur, in 170C¢, found their near the present
Mankato in the south central part of the state. He was told that at
that time ther lived entirely br the chase on the prairies, resided
in lo8ges of skin, which ther carried with theri, nnd made expert use
of the bow and arrow. (Fwbirsor, 1904, p.46.)




ORIGIN AND MIGRATION -

During the succeeding 125 years the Teton pushed gradually west-
werd, always seeking more fevorable buffalc hunting grounds, wresting
the territory from hostile tribes as they proceeded., This movement wes
faciliteted by the acquisition of the horse, sometime prior to 1742,

The sequence of the Teton movements westward within the historie
period was as follows: (1)} Big Stone Lake, between Minnesota and South
Dakote {Robinson, 1904, p.22); {2} ‘Eastern South Dekota, the valley of
the Sioux and James Rivers {Robinmson, 1904, p.23}; {3) the Missouri Vale
ley (Robinson, 1904, p.24); {4) the Black Hills {Mallery, 1893, p.266};
{5} Eastern Wyoming and south to the North Platte (Robinson, 1904, p.141}.

T™he movement to the vicinity of Big Stone Lake seems fto have been
made without serious conflict with other tribes. But the walleys of the
Sioux and James Rivers were only secured after the Omaha had been driven
south of the Missouri., During this migration the Teton learned of the
superior hunting grounds beyond the Missourl and contimued to move west-
ward, By the middle of the 18th century they had reached the Missouri
Velley, only to find their way blocked by thes Arikara, The Missouri
Valley was secured after a long period of warfare when the Arikara with
drew up the Missouri River im 1792, The Teton entered the Black Hills,

- favorite winter home of the buffelo, esbout 1765 and proceeded to dis-
possess the Cheyenne and Kiows whom they found there., The finel west-
ward movement into Wyoming followed the defeat of the Crow in 1822-1823
by the Teton snd the Cheyenne,

Shortly after their conquest of the Migsouri Valley the Teton turned
over their former hunting territary in esstern South Dakota to their
relatives, the Yankton Dakota. After about 1800 the true home of the
Teton Dekote must de regerded as west of the Missourl Valley.

{The origin of the Siouan peoples is discussed by: MNooney, 1894;
Swanten and Dixon, pp.387-389; J. 0. Dorsey, 1886; and especially Bush-
nell, 1934, Robinson is the pripcipal authority on the migrations of
the Teton.)
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PHYSICAL APTEXRANCE OF THi TETON DAKOTA

The Dekota or Siocux Indian hass long been regarded by anthropol-
ogicts as ons of the fipest physical types of man, In appearsance he is
tell snd well built, with skin color of reddish chocolate. His face is
long, cleer cut, and strong, with eagle nose and promirnent cheek bones,

- The countenances of meny Teton individuals suggest both dignity end poise,

In 1893 & total of 1431 Dekota individuals were observed and measured
under the directlion of Franz Boas. Maeny of these were Teton. The data
. Obteined were studied by L,R. Sullivan of the American Museum of Natural
History and prepered for publication in 1920. Although some findings are
giver for the Tefon separatiely, the average measurements so nearly epproxi-
mate those for the entire Dakote group that we may well use the more com-
plate data for the Dakota in the brief summary below:

Heir color: almost uniformly black and strelght
Eye color: usually dark brown to black
Stature: male: 172,4 cn., average
female: 160 cm., average
Average difference in male and female stature: 12,4 cm.
Renge in stature: mele: - 152 em. to 180 om,
. female: 146 cm. to 174 cm,
Shouldser width: rale: 38.8 cm., averayge
female:; 35.5 cm., average
Gephalic index: male: 79.6 cm., average
: female: 80.5 cm., average

Comperative dsta:

Height{: The Dakola are among the tallest of the Americen In-
dians, among whom the average stature ranges frow 153 centiwe ters to 175
centimeters They are exceeded in stature only by the Mericops, (Creek,
Winnebago, Ircogqueis, Tlingit, =znd Bororo ocutside the Plains, and by the
Cheyenne, Arapesho, Crow, and Omaha of the Pleins Indians,

Head form: In head form the Dakots ore classified us
mesccephaelic, their heads being nelither extremely long nor markedly
broad. In this seme classificction cre a larpe number of other North exnd
South Americen Indian groups, cmong which are the majority of the tribes
of the Plains, the Bastern Voodlands, Mackenzie area, and a number of
tribes in Southern Californis ond Scuthwestern United Stotes.

{Should more deteiled date be desired for an exhibit on the Teton
Physicel type, consult Sulliven's Winthropometry'of the Siouan Tribas.
Mzny Teton individuzls, beth male and female, =rc portrayed in Densmore's
"Teton Sioux Music?)

vl
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POPULATION

For the past century and a half, the Dakota have comprised a large
proportion of the Indian population of the Great Pleins region. In
1780, on the dasis of Moonev's careful estimate, the Dakota represented
over one-sixth of the entire Plains Indian population. 1In 1907, they
formed over one-half the total populstion of the Flains tribes. (Mooney,
1928, p.13.} Teday the Dakota comprise approximately one-tenth of the
entire Indian population of the United States. (See figures in Annual
Report of Secretary of Interior, June 3C, 1936.) The numeTical strength
of the Dekota over the entire period would secem te averane about 256,000.
{See Wissler, 1936, p.l4, for a table giving the best available figures
on the number of the Dekota at vurious dates since 1780.)

The Teton were the most nunerpus of the Inkote divisions, compris-
ing fully one-half of the entire Dakota population. In 1840, Colin
Campbell, in charge of the trading post at Fort Plerre, estimated their
number at 13,000. (Robinson, 1904, p.197.) Culbertson estimated the
Teton population in 1850 at 2280 lodges, which, computed on the basis
of eight persons to a lodee, gives a total of 18,240. (Culbertson,
p.141l.) Lieutenant Warren gives the figure, 14,800 {Warren, p.120),
in 1858, end Gen. D, S. Stauley lists 12,900 for 1863 (Robinson, 1904,
P.391.} It appears that the Culbertson figure is eXcessive for the
date 1850, although the Teton numbered 18,04C in 1899, {U. S. Statis-
ties of Indian Tribes, 1899.)

Some figures are availeble on the population of the seven Teton
pands, but for the early years of the 19th century this infarmation
usually appears in the form of the number of lodges occupied; and there
is some differcnce of opinion as to how many individuals diouild de
asceribed to each lodge. The figures do give sowe idea of the relative
nmmerical strength of the bands, however. Two such estimates appear
below, together with later numerical estimates:

Band 1833 Lodges 1830 1858 Individuals 1869

Brule _ 500 500 - 3,40 3,000
Oplala 300 400 3,680 2,000
Hunkpape 150 320 2,920 ' 2,000
Blackfoot 220 450 1,320 900
Miniconjou 260 270 1,800 2,000
Twe Kettls 100 €0 300 1,500
Sans Arc - 100 250 . 1,360 1,500

{The Tigures for 1833 are fram Hayden, p.371; for 1850, from Cul-~
bertson, p.l41; for 1858, fron Warren, p..210; and, for 1869, from
Robinson, 1904, p.391.)
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There seem to be considerable differences in regard to the relae-
tive number of members of the seven bands &3 expressed in these esti-~
mates. However, 1% appears evident that the Brule and the Oglala were

emong the largest bands.

Gen. D. 8. Stapley slso pives some interesting figures on the num-
bers of the various bands remaining hostile to the Government in 1869:
Miniconjou, 1,600 {or 80%}; Oglala, 1,500 (75%); Hunkpapa, 1,500 {75%) ;
Sans Arc, 1,000 (67%4); Bruis, 800 {274} ; Blackfoot, 200 (22%}.
(Robinson, 1904, p.392.) '

Figures on the population of the Teton, by reservatiéns,are-given
in the annual reports of the Carmissioner of Tndian Affeirs from 1876

tc the present.
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This map shows approximate locations of the
seven Teton groups in the mid-ninete=nth century.
Boundaries between the groups were never sharply
defined. '

{1 oglala [ Brule - {___ “fini eonjou

J'__W_.__l} Two Zettle J } Hunkpapu, Blaekfooh, fans, Arc.
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LOCATION OF THE VARIQUS TETON BANDS

There is great difficulty in loeating on the map the disiinet
habitats of the seven Teton bands prior to their settlement on reser-
vationa in 18%Y6. Early travelers who mizht have been interested in
such matters larpely confined their movements to the two groat river
valleys, the Missouri and the Platte; hence their kmowledre of the
intervening Teton country was extremely limited. Iewis and Clark in
their explorations of 1804-1806 contacted three, possibly four, Teton
bands on the lMissouri River; the Brule on both sides of the Missouri,
White, and Teton Rivers; Oglals on both sides of the }lissouri below the
Cheyenne River; lliniconjou on both sides of the Missouri above the
Cheyenne River, and a fourth group, which may pessibly hawe been the
Sans Are, farther north on both sides of the Missouri. The probavil-
ity, however, is that this was a Yankitonai, rather than a Teton, group.

{Iewis and Clark, Vol.l, pp.99-101.)

The best available descrintion of the location of the separate
Teton bends prior to their settlement on reservotions is riven by
Hayden, who traveled extensively in the Teton country in 1856. Hisg’
observahons are given below:

The Brule were located on the headwmters of the ihite and Niobrara
Rivers, extending down these rivers about hilf their length. The Teton
River formed their northern Iimit,

The Oglale ranged from Fort Larartié, on the FPlatie, and towards the
northeast, including the Black Hills and the sources of the Teton River,
and as far down as the fork of the Cheyenne,., They someiimes roamed &s

far west as the head of Grand RHver.

The Miniconjou were usually found from Cherry Creek on the Cheyenne
River to Slender Butte on Grand River.

The Two Kettle confined themselves to the Cheyenne and Moreau Rivers,

seldom going higher on the formexr than the mouth of Cherry Creek, but
passing up and down the Cheyemne, Moresu,and Grand Rivers,

The Hunkpapa, Blackfoot, and Sans Arc occupied nearly the same dis-
trict, and were so of'ten encemped rnear each other,and otherwise 3¢ con-

nected in their operations, as scarcely to admit of being treated sep-
arately. Their country lay along the Moreau, Cannonball, Heart, and
in later

Grand Rivers, seldom extendinz very hisgh up on Grend River | but
yvears reaching to the Little Missouri, (Ikiyden, pp.372-374.)

See Map No. 4, which is bnsed on Hayden's data. It must be kept in
mind, however, that these arecas were in no sense absolute; there was
great Ifreedam of movement for all the groups. War, hunting, and trading
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parties traveled meny nmiles in any direction conditions would suggest.
For example, Talbot, with Fremont, in 1843, encountered a war party of
Miniconjou proceeding against the Crow in Sweetwater Valley, central
Wyoming, (Talbot, p.38.} References to Oglala and Brule movements
south of the Platte gre numerous.

In 1890 the bands were located on the followlng reservations .in
North Dakote and Scuth Iekotas .

Oglala: Pine Ridge

Brule: : Rosebud ar Lower Brule
Miriconjou: Cheyenne River :

Tec Kettile: Cheyenne River end Rosebud
Hunkpaps: Standinz Rock

Blackfoot: Standing Rock and Cheyenne River
Sans Are: Cheyenns River

{Report of U,S. Cormissioner of Indian Affairs, 1890.)

More recent reporis of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs do not
break down the data on the basis of Teton bands, -

t
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NATURAL ENVIRONMENT OF THE TZTON COUNTRY |
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The country inhabited by the Teton 1in the 19th century is gener-
ally referred to as part of the high plains. This reslon is character-
jized by a scarcity of rainfall, cold winters,end hot summers. There

re, however, local peculiarities of surface, climate, and plant and ani-
mnl life that should be understood by anyone concerned with problems
involving the mode of life of the Teton Dakota. A brief summary of con-
ditions in the Teton natural environment is given below:

Surface: In the Teton country there is & neneral land slope from
the Missouri River upward toward the west. In westeran South Dmkote, and
extending over the western toundary of that gtate, are the Black Hills,
rising above the plains to en altitude of 7,240 feet (Mt, Harney}, There
are several swmits in the Black Hills over 6,000 feet in heirht. None
of them are snow-capped in surmer.

Extending s outhwesterly from the Black Hills are many detached spurs
and isolated uplifts which merage together in the region along the upper
North Platte and laramie Rivers, 8outh of the Platte in Wyoming are the
Laramie Mountnins with Laramie Pesk rising to o heisht of 10,274 feet,
This peak served as a landmsrk to overland travelers as it could be sesn
from the plains many niles farther eastward, In the first half of the
19th century the local uplifts from the Black Hills to the Laramie Moun-
tains were all lknownm &s the Black Mills. This fact should be kept in’

"~ Zmind-in referring to accounts of the early travelers overland by the
Platte Valley route.

South and east of the Black Hills is a stretch of picturesque but
barren country xnown as the Bad Lends. Here erosion has carved many freak
formaticns reserbling towers and grotesque forms in the soft sandstone.
Saller badland sections ape also fto be found in other portiomns of the
Teton country.

Rivers: The two principal rivers in the Teton country are the Missouri
and the Morth Platte. Only the former is navigable. The prineipal tribu-
taries flowins into the Missouri from the Teton country west of that river
are, from the south northward, the Niobrara, White, Bad (or Teton}, Moreau,
Grand, and Heart Rivers, 'There are no sizeable itributaries entering the
North Plette fram the north in the Teton country. The Iaramie River, a
tributary from the south, is of importanee to the Teton story. Numerous
small streans, sone of Which are dry during =a lar;'e part of the year, may
be found in the Teton country,

Temperature: The averare temperature of 46 dearees at both Plerre
and Rapid City is rather poor indication of the weather in the Teton
district. The extreres of temperature are significant: In summer, tem-
peratures in excess of 100 desrees are common; in winter the temperature
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drops to 30 degrees below zero. On the whole the extremsexperienced on
the plains are not found in the Black Hills. This fact was largely re-
sponsible for the gathering of lavge herds of buffalo in the Black Hills
in winter during the years wiken buffalo roeamed the western plains.

Rainfall: A scarcity of rainfell is typical of the entire Teton
ares, Jess than 20 inches of rain a year fall in sven the moat favored
spots. Procipitation in the Rlack Hills is scmewhat greater than the
average ammual raini‘al_l of 17 inches recorded for western Scuth Dakota;
but the figure for the plains is slightly lower than that average.

Flora: On the plains the predominant plants are grasses, especielly
¢he grama grass and buffmic grass. Algng the borders of streams narrow
fringes of cottonwood, willow, and box elder trees may be found. A con-
siderable variety of wild food plants grow on the plains or in the stream
valleys.

In the Black Hiils, so named by the Indians becase of the thick
growth of trees in this area, are fine stands of western yellow pine, red
cedar, white syruce, ash, and other treses, . '

In the Bad lands even grasses are scarce, groding in small, isolated
clumps.

Fauna; - The faune of the plains snd Bad Lends are principally. species.
requirings little water and tiriving on grasses. (f the plains mnimals the
bison was the larpest and most important in the 19th century. Other plains
animals in the Teton country are the antelope, plains coyote, plains pocket -
gopher, mouse, pmirie dog, badger, Jackrabbit, skunk, gray wolf, kit fox,
and the long-teiled weasel.

In the Bad Iands were the antelope, bighorn sheep, mule deer, moun-
tain lion {puma), gray wolf, cuyote, bobcat, gray rebbit, and the striped
chipmunk,

The Black Hills furnished the favorite winter home for the buffalo,

and were the proper habitat of the white-{ailed deer, mountain lion
black bear, porcipine, chipmunk, woodchuck, wood rabbit, bobest, and

pocket gopher,
In the streams and rivers heéaver werse found,

{If further infarmtion on the natural enviroment is desired, see
Visher, 1918, and Chittenden, 1935, in addition t¢ the interesting dis-
cussion in Webd, Chapter 11,)

* * * * * * %
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THE IMPORTANCE OF THE BUFFALO TO PLAINS INDIAN CULTURE
| 13

The Great Plaine region lying between the Mississippl HRiver and
the Rocky Mountains ané extendine from south central Conada aimost to
the Gulf of Mexice is often referred t¢ by anthropologists es the Ybison
area " TFor the many trives of nomndic or semi-sedentary Indians in this
area, comprising s total population in excess of 55,000, the bison was
the staif of life at the time when the white man first ancountered these

pecples,

The buffalo range: In pre~Columbisn times, and for nearly 30 years
after the discovery of Americe, the buffalo roamed over a wide expanse of
territory stretching from the eastern shores of lLake Erie %$o northeastern
Mexico, and from the present state of Georgie to Great Slavae Lake in
Horthwestern Canada. From north to south its range extended more than
3,600 miles and from enst to west over 2,000 miles, The town of Kearney,
in south central Nebraske,K is considered the center of the bison areas at
the timc of its widest extent: but efter 1200, until the virtual extermin-
ation of the bison in 1883, the center would be placed in the Black Hiils,
the very heert of the Teton country. {See Mup No. 5.)

Peculiaritics of the buffulo: Over the broud prairies the buffalo
roamed in large, compact herds, subsisting on the native grasses and re-
quiring little witer. This enimal was slow, cumberson and stupid in
spite of ite size. It lacked both the intelligence to sense and avoid
danger and the fighting quslities to defend itself unless enreged by
wounds, . These characteristics of the animal itself must be regarded as
important factors in the extermination of the bison. (Further cbserva-
tions on the habits of the Americen buffalc, with excellent photographs
of the species, may be found in Horneday.)

Uses of the buffale: It has been seid that in no other section of
the world has the culture of a people been so strongly moulded by the
presence of e single species of animel as in the Plains of Norih America.
The buffelo not only furnished the Indians with shelter, food, clothing,
and many other articles in their material culture; it held a prominent
place in the mythology, religion, and cercmonial organization of the
plains tribes.

The buffalo furnished, first of all, food. How much of the carcass
would be used for food =t any time was largsly dependent upon th® easé€
with which the snimals could be procured. ¥When buffalo wore plentiful,
often only the cholce paris were eaten; but in times of scarecity &ll of
the animal but the glands of the neck, sinews, bull's pizzle, horns,
hoofs, and hair furnished food. ({Denig, p.564.)

For clothing the buffalo hide,with pelage attached,wes used a&s an
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outer wrapper which emply protected the wearer in sub-zero weather--
hides without the hair were worn in warmer periods of the year. Moc-
casins were also of buffalo kide,

For shelter throughout the year the nomedic itribes used the tipi,
covered with dressed buffelo hides carefully pleced together, and lined
with the same mmterisl to keep out wind and weather, Other hides served
as bed c¢overings, Semli-sedentary tribes used the tipi while on buffale
hunts, . ’ : e

To fmcilitete water transportation, buffalo hides were sometines
stretched over & wooden framework to form the so=called bull-boat,

Buffalo hide had meny other uses,” A large variety of containers
of differsnt sizes, shapes, and uses were made of it, including the . -,
parfleche, quivers, medicine cases, paddle-bags, pipe and peint bags,  :
and 50 on. Fire-hardened hide was used for the shield base, and rawhide
for blndinr and hafting. : Ny

The sinew from the large tendons of the back and legs were twisted
for use as thread, bowstrings, snowshoe webs, and rope. Many bows were
becked with sinew, -

As household utensils, buffalo~horn spoons and ladies were used.
The intestines and bladder served as water containers, and stone bolling
in buffalo pzunch conteiners was & common method of cooking.

Heoofs and horns of the buffalo were cut u» ‘and made into ceremonial
Tatiles, or used to hold tobacco, medicines, and gunpowder, '

The bones were used for tools of various kinds: awls, chisels,
hide fleshers, scrapers, and paint brushes.

Buffalo hair was sometimes twisted into yarn and braided into bags,
telts, garters, leggings, girdles, and rores for tying materials; into
ceremonial costumes as headbands and necklaces, and incorporsted imto
blankets, saddle wadding, winter moccasin linings, hslters for horses,
additional artificdal head-hair, and so forth. -

Finally, even the droppings wore extensively used by the Indians as
a gun-dried fuel. In a country where timber was scarce these "buffalo
chips" were valuable. They gave & clear, hot, relatively smokéless
Tlame, the last characteristic being & real advantage to warring Indians,

In the field of art, the buffelo mede = less prominent contribution,
The creature was rarely represented in the three principal Plains tech-
nigues, painting, quillwork, and beadwork; but buffalo hide articles




TMPORTANCE OF THE BUFFALD
_ 15
gerved as fields for decoration on robes, parfleches, moccasins, shields,
tipi covers, and the like. Sinew for sewlng the beads and attaching the
quills, bene paint brushes, and the giue sizing used in painting, ell
were furnished by the buffalo.

Tnis creature likewise strongly influenced the irms*erial side of
Plains Indian 1ife. Socleties and seasons o months of the yeer were
named alfter the buffalo. It eprears as a favorite topic in the myth-
ological enimal stories., It was given a place in the Dekoia religious
hiererchy. Buffalo-calling ceremonies and buffalo dences were observed,
end materials teken fram the buffalc were endowed with sacred meaning
when used in ceremonial activities and medicine bundles.

Influence of the buffalo on occupations: Nothine reguired the ate
tention of the Plains Indiens of both sexes so rmch as precoccupation
with the buffale. While we may look upon buffsle hunting as a reomantie,
exciting form of sport, it was none the less a serious business to the
Indians. It was wen's work to find and kill the buffalo, ard women's
work to dress the hides and fashion and decorate the greater part of the
objects made from them. The work of the women was hard and of long
duration. :

Historical significance of the buffalo: We have already seen how the
search for favorable hunting grounds influenced the migration of the Teton.
As the number of buffele diminished snd the distribution of the herds
contracted, -this search led to many bitter conflicts between tribes over
hunting grounds. In the 19th cemtury the demsnd for buffalo hides in the
883t and in Europe encouraged the Indian trade of the Plains. - The periocd
of Indien atrocities, and later open warfare with the Whites from 1841
tc 1877, was largely the result of the Indians' desire to preserve their
hunting grounds. The final settlement of the Teton on reservations was
only effected after the number of bison had become too few to permit of
their subsisting by the chage, The Ghost Dance craze of 1890 had as one
of its principal notives the desire for the return of the buffamlo. But
it was then too late —-the great herds were gone forever, and with their
extermination the old culture was doocmed.




Mop No. 6 .

AGRICULTURAL AND NOMADIC TRIBES OF THE PLAINS

A LWICHITA

o

U’I‘E - Nomudic

MISSOURT - agriculturel y

{ Locetion of Tribes ufter Wissler P 13. 1927, )




VIII

-FOODS OF THE TETON DAKOTA
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Within the historic pericd, but before their setilement on reser-
vations, the Teton relied upon wild food for subsistence. Their chief
dependence on the buffalo and secondary use of other animal foods and
plant focds are traits shmared by the other nomadic iribes of the Plains,
They d4id not practice agriculture, as did many of their neighbors on the
Missouri, the Pawmee of central Nebrasks, and other semi-sedentary
Plains tribes. {See Map No. 6, showing lecetion of agricultural and non-
agricultural tribes of the Plains,) -

ANIMAL FOODS

The buffale as food: Buffalo meat is juicy, tender, mutritious,
digestible, and has a pleasant, "gemey"™ taste. White traders, trappers,
immigrants, soldiers, and visitors to the Pleins learned %o 1ike it
a2 the Indians consumed unbelievable quantities at a single sitiing,

{An interesting staterent in praise of buffalo meat eppears in Stansdbury,
P.38.) The Indian preference for buffalo meat must be regarded, there-
fore, as due to the quality of the meat itself as well as to the abun-
dence of the buffalo in the early dsys.

The meat was eaten raw, boiled, or rocasted; by itself ar mixed with
other animal or plant focds. Denig lists the parts of the cercass eaten
raw by the Upper Missouri tribes: 1liver, kKidneys, gristle of snout, eyes,
brains, marrow, manyplies, testicles, feet of calveg in embryo, and :
glands of the calf envelope. {Denig, p.581.) The fat buffalo cow was
preferred for meat and certain parts of the animal were regarded as
delicacies--the tongue, tenderloin, bass, marrow bones, and hump. When
buffalo were plentiful only these portions were taken, the rest being
left on the ground for the wolves. (Stansbury, p.38.} But in times of
food shoriage =ll parts of the buffalo, save the glands of the neck, the
sinews, bull*s pizzle, horns, hoofs, and halr were eaten. {Denig, p.584;
Hayden, p.371.} '

Buffalo meat was dried, and mixed with chokecherries or other berries
and preserved for future use, When packed in parfleches, this mixture,
known as permican, would keep for several years if necessary.

Some favorite mixed dishes of the Teton in which variocus yarts of
the huffale wepe important ingredients were: {1} blood boiled with brains,
rosebuds, and the scrapings of rawhide, until the vhole assumed the con-
sistency of warm glue; {2} pounded cherries boiled with meat, supay, and
grease; {3) prairie turnip boiled with the dried stomech of the buffalo.
{Hayden, p.370.)
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The dog a8 food:; The dog was eaten by the Teton as a particular
delicacy and ‘{herefore was reserved for special cccasiong. Tnfeef, dog
feasts were frequently given in honor of visiting white men. Dog was
also served st meny dences. Catlin wrote that the best and favarite dogs
of the Teton were fattened for these feasts. The meat was boiled and serv-
ed in wooden bowls, (Further details on the eating of dogs by the Teton
may be found in Lewis and Clark, Vol. 1, p.167, and Vol.7, p.65; Catlin,
Vol. 1, pp.230-231; and Parkmen, pp.186-187,)}

Other anirml foods: Many other animals of the Teton recion were eat-
en boiled or roasted; but little informaetion is availdble on the details
of preperation. Denig lists the animels eaten by the Indiens of the Upper
Missouri irn the middle of the 19th century. In addition to the buffalo
and dog, the following were eaten:

antelope vadger beaver

elk gkunk mugkTat

deer rabbit glutton

bear hare lynx

wolf ermine mouse

foxes {red and gray} ' otter ground squirrel
porcupine mink water turtle
horse terrapin

mile {Denig, p.HB3.) -

He also lists the birds eaten by the Upper WMissouwri tribes at this
period: .

cTaw owl erane
raven duck pelican
magpia goose small birds of &ny sort

The eagle was not eaten, {Denis, p.583.)

Fish: Wissler states that mpong the Dakota, fish "sometimes formed
a considerable part of their winter food, thoushi apparently from neces-
gsity rather than choice...." ({(Wissler, 1910, p.44.} This probabdbly
refers chiefly to the Tastern Dakota rather than the Teton. Certainly
fish was & very minor item in the food supply of the Teton after their

moverment to the Missouri valley and westward.
PLANT FCODS

Wild rice (Zizania aquatica L.}: Although definite information is
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not obtainable, it seems probable that in prehistoric times, before
their movement out of the timber onto the plains, the Teton gathered
wild rice much as did their relatives, the Eastern Dakota, in more
recent times, A detailed, well illustrated sccount of wild rice
gathering may be found in Jenks' Wild Rice Gaetherers of the Upper
iankes. These data, carefully sifted to eliminate possible post-con-
tact elements, may well be used in case it is desired to show some-
thing of Toeton activities during their pre-plains existence.

Since their migration to the Missouri Valley and westward, the

Teton have made use of plant foods of many varieties, It should be

rourht out, however, that the plants used grew wild. None of them
were cultivated.

Plant feods formed a rart of the Teton diet throughout the year.
This is egpecially true of the growing season fyom spring to £3ll, but
food plants were also dried for winter consumption. In periods when
buffalo were scarce the Teton relied upon wild fruits and edible roots
to prevent starvation.

So much stress has been placed upon the buffalo as food that
there may be a tendency to nor~lect plant foods in muscum interpreta-
tions of the Teton story. It would be well to brins in th2 use of
these foods, as they form an important and interral part of the story
of Tcton subsisicncce, A numbor ¢of the most important, but not all,.
gflthe plant . foods uscd by the Tﬁton in tho 19th centuxy ar duSCrlbOd
clow: :

Prairie turnip {Psoralea esculenta Purgﬂ): This was perhaps the
most important plant food of the Teton Dakota. The roots were peeled
and eaten raw or boiled., Large quantities were dried to augment the
winter food supply.  This plant was found everywhere on the high prai-
ries. It was dug in June end early July by women and children. The
root has a palatable taste similar to that of the bean, {Hayden,
p.369; Gilmore, pp.%2-95., Photographs of the prairie turnip appear
in Gilmore, Plates 15 and 16.)

Chokecherry {Prunus virginiana L.)}: This plant grew in great
quantities in the Tetorn country, along the banks of sireams. The
fruit was dried, and pounded on stone rortars. Although soretimes
mede into soup, these cherries were more often mixed with dried buf-

‘falo meat and marrow grease to make the nutritious permican, {Hayden,

p.370; Gilmore, p.88. Pholograph of a Teton woman pounding chole-
cherries appears in Gilmore, Flate 13,

Wild plum {Prunus smericana Marsh}: This fruit, which grew'abun-
dantly along the Niobrara and White Rivers in the Teton couniry, usually
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ripened in October. It was eaten fresh and raw,or cooked &a a sauce,
or dried for winter use. Wamen gathered the plums and sucked out the
stones before drying the fruit, which was highly vnlued by the Teton.
{Culbertgson, p.l107; Hayden, p.370; Gilmore, p.87.)

Buffalo-berry {lepargyra argentes {Pursh) Greene): These were
aaten fresh in season or dried for winter use. They were of ten made
into soup, or-took the place of chokecherries in pemmicen., {Hayden,
D.370; Gilmore, p.l108. See illustration in Gilmore, Plate 20,)

Wild strawberries {Fragaria virginiana Duchesne, end F. americana
Britton): The Teton were fond of wild strawberries. This fruit was
not plentiful enough to be relied upor sudstantially, however; nor
could 4t be dried for winter use, beins too juiecy. (Hayden, p.370;
Gilmore, p.84. See photogreph of wild strewberries in Gilmore, Pletie
13.)

Ground bean {Felcata cosmosa L., Kuntze): This plant grew abun-
dently in streem velleys sniin the fall, field mice gathered large quan-
tities of the roots for their winter stores. These were robbed by the
Teton women, who simetimes secured half s bushel from a single nest.
The beans were boiled with dried buffalo meat to make & tasty dish.
{Hay den, p.369; Gilmore, p.95 and Plate i8,}

Wild rose (Rose pratincola Greemne}: The seed-vessels of the wilad
rese, which remained on the bush-in winter, were eaten raw or boiled.
Although pot very prlatable, the wild rose grew in ebundance in Teton
territory and furnished a ready supply of food in times of scarcity.
{Hayden, p.370; Gilmore, p.85S.)

Indien potato {Glycine apios L.}: These tubers were boiled or
roasted, (Cilmore, p.94 and Plate 17.}

Wild onion {Allium rmtabile Michx.): These were eaten Taw as a
relish or cooked as flavoring for meat and soup. {Gilmore, p,.71.)

Arrowleaf (Ssgittarie latifelias Willd.): The tubers were boiled
or roasted, (Gilmore, p.65 and Plate la.)

Wild artichoke {Helianthus tuberosus L.}:
in abundence alopg the marshy banks of rivers,
roasted or boiled. ({(Hayden, p.7589.)

This
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Eln cap (Pleurclus ulmarius Bull.)}: This fungus, when young and
tender, was relished by the Teton. {Gilmore, p.61.)
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Cottonwood (Populus sargentii Dode): The Teton peeled the young
sprouts and ate the inner bark because of its pleasant sweet taste and
nutritive value., {Gilmore, D.72.)

The methods of gathering wild plenis were probebly similar to
those in use anong the Blackfoot (described in Wissler, 1910, pp.21-22.)
The Teton used the digging stick for tubers and gathered berries in raw-
. hide bags or beat them into hidss to be emptied into storape sncks.
{The drying of meat and preperstion of permicun is described in Wissler,
1927b, Pp.27-29.)

COORING AND SERVING FOCD

For broiling, meat was impaled on a stick and held over the fire;
or the hutt end of the stick wos buried in the ground at an angle in
such wise as %o hold the meat over the fire.

Boiling in a buffalo paunch or skin wessel stretched over sticks,
using hot stones for heating, wes practiced by the Tetor, chiefly by
war parties. {Wissler, 1910, p.45. For illustrations of this method
as used among the Blackfoot, agreeing in all essential details with the
Teton wethod, see Wissler, 1910, Plate 1.}

However, iron kettles, obtained from traders, were early introduc-
ed among the Teton. Maximilian, in 1834, found that "...they now all-
use irom kettles...." (Maximilian, Vol. 22, p.322.}

Food was gerved in wooden bowis, Mountain sheep~horn ladles were
used for dipping, skimming, and other culinary purposes, and buffalo~
horn spoons for eating. Wooden spoons or ladles selso were sometimes
used. Wissler states that the finest howls and spoons of the Plains
tribes were made by the Delota, (Wissler, 1910, p.47; 1927b, P.79;
lewis and Clark, Vol. 1, p.189, mention Teton use of sgpoons of mountain
sheep-horn in 1804, Cood illustrations of a }endan wooden bowl and
horn spoons, which may be ‘talen as nodels for Teton ones, appear in
Bushnell, 1922, Plates 41 and 42.)

The Teton carriod water in buffalo- or deer-paunch containers. This
custom was noticed as egarly as 1804 by lewis and Clark. {Wissler, 1910,

P.47; lewis and Clark, Vol. 1, p.l140,}

FPOOD OF TATER PTRIODS

As the number of buffalo decressed and they became nore and more
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difficult to find in the Teton couniry, the Teion were faced with the
cholice between starvetion or coming in to the Government agencies %o
receive rationsg. Necessity thus brought the Indiens %o the agenciles.
£ In the 1260's the Teton were able to subsisi by receiving retions st
5 : the agencies during the hard winter months, and then, supplied with
P | arms and anmunition, to continue their free existence by the chese un-
Eiq til the Teturn of winter. It was the Tapid extermination of the bison
' that soon made even a periodic reliance on the chese an impossibility.
As & resuli, the Tetorn hecnme willing to settle on reservetions. Such
settlement took place on a large scale sbout 1876.
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Vhen the Teton came in to the sgencies they received rations whichk
consisted primerily of beef, corn, and flour, They scon became fond of
coffee and sugar, and the tobacco of the white mun had long beon favor-
ed by them. Brackett found some of the squaws at the Red Cloud Agency
to be good coffes-ma%ers in 1876. (Brackett, p.468.)

Despite the Govermment'!s efforis through the succeeding years to in-
terest the Teton Dakota in agricultural pursuits, these Indians have
never shown much interest in faminr. Even today they prefer the life
of the cowboy 0 that of the famer. Mekeel remarks upon the modern
diet of a portion of the Teton on Pine Ridge Reservation in 1931:

"Aside fram horse-flesh, chokecherries, and garden produce in season,

5% - the food staples are coffed, the grounds of which are of ten used many

. o times, flour, and pork faot. The flour is either boiled with chokecher-
: Ties or vegetables, or mixed with water to make a fried thread'r.

{Mekeel, 1936, p.10.)
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The clothing of the Teton within the historic period, end until
their adoption of vhite mant's dress in the late 18th century, ims large-
ly made from the skins of animels., Men's dress consisted of the buffale
robe, breech-cloth, leggings, and moccasing, with the skin shirt some-
times edded. Women wore the buffalo robe, long skin dress, leggings,
and moccasins, Details of the varicus garments are given below:

The Buffslo robe: The hide of the buffalc, with hair attached,
served Indians of boih sexss as an cuter gament camparable in function
to our modern overcoat or topcoat. The hide of the adult buffalo cow,
taken in fall or winter when the hair was long, was preferred., Smaller
robes of buffalo calf were worn by children. These robes were not trim-
ned but retained the natural form of the hide as teken from the dead
animal. In winter, robes were worn with the hair next to the body. 1In
warmer weather they were reversed. In elther case the garment was wrap-
ped arcund the body of the wesrer horizontally with the head of the ami-
mal et his left.

These robes were often decorated with geometric or pictographic
painted designs, or with quilled decorations. Beaded designs on robes
were very rare, {See section on Iecorative Art.)

MEN®'S IRESS

Breech-cloth: Doubt hes been expressed as to whether the breech-
cloth vas worn by the Flains Indians befoare contact with white traders.
A kiit, or pessibly no covering of the private parts, may have been
customary in prehistoric times. (Wissler, 1910, p.153,} In the 19th
century the breech-cloth of z0ft deerskin or trader's cloth was used.
lewis and Clark, in 1804, saw a Teton war party whose members were
described as ™iaked except for the breech cloth.m {Lewis and Clark,
Vol. 1, P.202). The cloth was passed between the leqs and under the
rawhide string or belt worn about the waist, with ends hanging loose
at front and back.

Moccaging: Teton moccasins were generally of the hard-soled, three-
piece variety. (Deseribed, p.140, and illustrated, Fig. 83, in Wissler,
1910, The lacing is illustrated in Fig. 100 of the same source.,) Moc-
casins were decorated with quillwork or beadwork designs, {See Wissler,
1927a, for patterns of moceasin decorations. Illustrations of decorated
Dakota moccasins may be found in Wissler, 1902a.)

Leggings: Men wore legginss of skin, closely fitting the leg, ex~
tending from moccasins to crotch en the inside and higher on the- outside
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of the leg, attached to g bel 4ical seam on the

; t at the top, The vertics
outside of the leg was often ornamented E’ith rawhide fringe Or a_qnillo&
otrirs (Bodmer's drawing of a western Dnkota horse Irac in Maxi-
milion's Atlas, Flate 30, shows the Teton lepging 0 advantes.)

ShiI‘tS: Men usually went neked from thf) miat u}'} s0ve for the bufe

faéo Tobe outer garment. The typical man's shirt of poncho type wa(;edon—
ned largely for dress-y ph r general weals e
P occnsions rather than foT 8 Jo skins of the

Wissler, 1915, pp.135-35, £ two who
rountain sheep or other gniiha;?.s?:.zzu:::;;agiizted in tweo ground o iors,
bearing heraldic devices, ang rnamented with rawhide rringes, quilled
strips, or hulr. (For details of construction of the SRiT®s together
with illustrations, see Wissler. 1915a: for description of shirt decora-
tions, see Wissler, 191s,; Pp.loé-l{)ti. ' I11ustrations of peaded shirts

appear on Flate LIT and Fig, 95 of Wissler, 19028, )

Same 01d Plains Indian shirts bearine quilled and painted decoraifions.
collected dy Catlin in the 1830's, and pog,,ibly of Teton origin, are 1l-
lustrated in Krieger’ 1928, Plate’zg.

During the Ghoét Dance exci ton made use of

- xcitement of 1890 the Te
shirts decorated with protective designs belisved to render thenm bullet-
proof. Such shirts were usudllv of cloth fiinged with rawhide, and
covered with painted desipns, .(See Wisslér, 19070, pp.31-40, $llustrated;

;é;;zb:i?oney; 1896, for descripti?r nd vee, vith i}.lx_latrations, Plate

o
P = L

Hairdress: The . to their hair. Wissler
was told that the old%ngilgexﬁgvﬁc?hzttggZnhair was ot one time cul
close or shaved at the sides leaving ridges oOT tufts on toP. {wissler,
1910, p.152.) 19th century studies indicats that long halr was the
style, with artificial hair somcti;nes added to secure greater length.
Maximilian describes the Peton man's hairdress in 1834

*...These Indians let their heir grovi as long as posﬂible
ar'ad plait it behing in a long tail, which is ornsmented
with Tound pleces of brass. and often hangs down 1o &
groat length, ac among the Chinese. Meny Of the DRCOPAS.
have three such tuails, one behind, and one at each side,
for the Indizns on the Upper Missours teke much pride in
long hair, whereas those in the country lower down the
river, cut it ghart...” (Maximilian, Vol. 22, p.325.)
{See illustrztions ir Maxinilian's Atl.s, Flates 41, 45, and 44.)
.thers in the halr and

Feathers: Althouo?
—_ ouzn the weari of eazle ez
ng T ed-;,} H u.qtomﬁ’ the number

the use of the rizturesque feather bommet werTs Teton ©

T ok
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and orisntation of feathers was not & matter of personal cholce, Tea-
thers served as symbols o wer honors, @nd as aich their use was
strictly regulated. The feather bonnet was & high and rare honor,

{See Warfare, this paper, for a more detailed discussion of raather
ornements, ) .

Face hnd body painting: Teton men palnted their faces and bodles,
but information on this subject is scarce. There sesms o be & close
connection between same types of face and body peinting and war honpors.
(Ses Warfare, this paper,) Wamen also painted their faces. Special
paints were usad for ceremonies.

Illustrationa of men's dress: Tho. costume of Western Drkota men

of the 1830's is illustrated in Catlin, 1876, Vol. I, Plates 91, 92, and -

93; and in Maximilient's Atlas, Plates 41, 44, and 45. An illusiration
of a warrior's costume of sonawhat later date appears in Krieger, 1928

" Plate &,

WQAMEN'S COSTUME

Iress: Next to the buffalo rpbe, the largest article of Teton
feminine costume was the long, eleeveless dress made of two skins of
deer, antelope, or elk, and fringed with rawhide at sides ard bottom.
The Teton WOmER' S dress had & cape gttached which was characteristically
heavily beeded. The dress fell below the knees so that the cut fringe
nearly touched the ground. (See description in Wissler, 1915a, and 1il-
lustration of typical woman's dress in Wissler, 1902a, Plate XLV,}

Moccasins: Women's moecasins were similar to men's, of the hard-
soled variety with quilled or beaded decorations. (See Men's Dregs.)

leggings: Women's leggings were short, extending from the ankle to
the knee, and confined by hide garters, They werée decorated with quilled
or beaded designs, (See ifllustration in Wissler, 1902a, Plate L1.}

Belt3:; Wamen trore rawhide belts at the waist. In the 19th century
these were Oftert dtudded with metel decorations.

Hairdress; Teton women wore their hair parted in the middle with
braids falling at either side. (See Wisaler 1927b, p.48, and Maxi-

[= 45 84

milian's Atlag Plate 42,) The part was often painted with vermilion.

Ear ornaments; Strings of shells were worn from the ears and ex-
tended sometines 45 far as the waistline. (Wissler, 1937b, p.35.)
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Iljustrations of wemen's costume: The costume of Western Dakota
women of the 1830's is illustrated in Catlin, 1876, Vol. I, Plates 94
and 95; and Maximilian's Atlas, Plates 42 and 44. Dress of somewhat
later period is shown in Wissler, 1927b, p.48, and Krieger, 1928, Plate
27. '

CHILIREN'S IRESS

Young children went naked or wore only the breech cloth. {Sece
Maximilian's Atlas, Plate 44.} As they grew older, children were dressed
in miniature man's or woman's costume according to the sex of the wear-
er. (Beaded girls' dresses are shown in Wissler, 1902a, Plate XLIV.)

DRESS OF IATER PERIODS

The white trader introduced articles used for clothing by the Teton.
Chief among these were the blenket and & kind of cheap cloth {known us
strouding},used for making shirts or dresses, Talbot menticned that some
of the Teton women seen near Fort ILaramie in 1843 wore "cloth garments®
{Talbot, p.32), It seems, however, that on the whole the trade blanket
and cloth shirts and dresses were not comonly worn by the Teton until
animal hides became difficult to secure, (Cloth ghost shirts, worn in
1890, are illustrated in Mooney, 1896, and Wissler, 1807b; a Brule wo-
man's dress of blue strouding is shown in Wissler, 1815a, Fig. 21.)

The heavily beaded vest worn by Teton rien seems alsc to have been a late
19%h ° century innovaetion. (See illustration in Wissler, 1902a, Plates
Ivi.}

Bracket described the Teton dress as seen by hinm at Red Cloud Agency
in 1876 {Brackett, p.469}.. At that time the buffelo robe, man's shirt,
and wormn's dress of skin, and moccasing were still much in evidence, But

“blue trade blankets, black hets, and a variety of silver and brass orna-
ments obtained from the Whites were also worn by some Indians.

The Teton were siow tc adopt vhite mant's dress after their settle-
ment on reservations. The Cormissionert's Report for 1880 indicates that
less than one-third of the Teton wore white man's clothing, Iy 1885
about one-half of the Teton were s%ill but partially sc clothed and it

was not until after 1900 that a1l the Teton had adopted tle complete
dress of the white man.

Today Teton men generally wear overall trousers and a shirt. Women
wear simple calico dresses of their own nmake and shawls, Missionary gifts
or old army supplies help provide warm winter clothing. {Meleel, . 193E,
p.lO}c

' * %k % % ®* ok X
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Within the historic period the Teton resided in conical tents con-
sisting of a framewcrk of poles over which a buffalo hide cover was
stretched. This type of structure, kmown as the tipi, was used by all
the nomadic tribes of the Plains as a year-round home. The ease with
which it could be taken down, transported, and set up agsin in & new lo-
eation made it peculiarly well adapted tc the migratory life of the
Teton.

PREIMISTORIC HABITATIONS

It is probable that while dwelling in the timbered country before
their migration ocut into the plains, the Teton inhabited structures sims
ilar to the Central Algonquian houses of more recent times, made of pele :
framework covered with mata of bark. {Bushnell, 1922, p.44.) When LeSuesur
met the Teton in 1700, however, they were already using skln-covered
lodges which they carried with them as they moved about. (Robinson, 1904,
p.460) . :

THE TIPI

The tipi was made, erected, tsken down, and trapsported by women, and
it was owned by the woman vwho resided in it., A more detailed description
of the tipl follows:

Tipi poles: The lodgepole pine {Pinus Myrrayana Oreg. Cam.} oT
spruce were used for malzing tipi poles, They were cut down with knives
or hatchets, the bark peeled off, and allowed to dry and harden in the
sun before use., {Parkman, p.240; Gilmore, p.63.)

Buffalo hide cover: The cover was made of dressed buffalo hides fit-
ted together and sewn with sinew. The pattern of a Blackfoot tipl cover
similar in shape to two native-made Teton $ipi models described by Wiss—~
ler is shown on p.103 of Wissler, 1910. The number of skins vearied.
Maximilian stated that 14 skins were generally used in 1834 (Maxinilian,
Vol.22, p.327), Stansbury remmrks that a very large tipi seen in an
Oglala village near Fort Laramie in 1850 was made of 26 skins siretcled
over 24 poles, forming a tent 30 feet in diameter on the ground and 35
feet in height. It was used as a trader's lodge, and hence was abnormally
large. {Stansbury, p.255.) Tipi covers were soretimes decorated with
painted designs. {See Decorative Art, this paper,)

Tipi doors: The doors of two Teton tipi models mentioned by Wissler
were of skin, U-shaped by & bent willow, (Wissler, 1910, p.109.)

Tipi "ears": On either side of the smcke hole at the top were two
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flaps, or "ears*,6 which could be moved to regulate the course of the
sTioke as the wind shifted. These flaps were kept in place by two poles
ocutside the tipl which fitted into pockets at the carners of the ears
At their upper ends, (Wissler, 1910, p.109.)}

Pogs: The lower edges of the tipl were usually held down by wooden
pags driven into the ground ot a distence of ebout two feet. In the
high plains are found circles of stones which are believed to have been
used to hold down the edges of tipls in winter, Mathews saw such stones

used by Dakota in 1866, - {lewis, 1891,)

Erection of the tipi: The Teton wed the three-pole foundation in
srecting the tipi. Wissler desceribes the erection f a Teton tipi as he
obgerved it: ’

"The cover of the tipi is 1aig out, folded in half and
three poles laid upon it; two parallel and the other crogse
ins between them at the proper place. 'This is so that the
proper height of the crossing may be taken., These poles are
tied at the crossing by the end of & long strap or thong,
Whnen set up, these poles form a tripod, one leg of which is
10 be on the left side of the door. The two rear legs of
the triypod are nearer together then they are to the forward
leg. Poles are then laid in, on the left of the door pole
and then on the right. Two turns of the card are made by
walking around the poles twice {usually to the right) and the
enitied down %o the forward leg of the tripod., The rear poles
arenow put in place, The pole for the cover is often the
longest and may bear & scalp-lock at the end. The cover is
tied to this and reised in place, after which the cover is
rinned above the door and staked dowm., The poles are so ad-
Justed thet the back of the tipl is usually steeper than the
front....Among the Teton...the end of this cord is often
Tastsned to & stake in the center.of the tipi to prevent the
wind from overturning the structure.m ({(Wissler, 191C, p.111.)}

{The Teton tie used in binding the three foundation poles at the
- top is 1llustrated in Fip. 59, p.113, of Wissler, 1910,)

Illustrstions: Illustrations of Teton tipis as seen in 1834 appear
in Maximilian's Atlas, Plate 44, Tipils seen in 1870 are shown in the
photograph, Plate 5, Bushnell, 1922, Other Indian tipis st Fort Lara-
mie in 1868 (possibly Teton) are shown in photosraph, Plate 24, Bush-
nell, 1922. {Further date of value on the Plains tipi eppear in Wiss-
ler, 1910; ard Hodge, Part 2, pp.758-753.)
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The interior of the Teton tipi hes not been well described, but we
may infer thet it weas similer to that of neighboring Plains tribes,
among whom there is great similarity. {A ground plan of a Blackfoot
tipi appears in Wissler, 1910, Fig. 64. Description of the Cheyenne
tipi interior may be found in Grimnell, 1924, pp.224-235.)}

The lodge lining: A curtain made of pieces of buffelo hide sewmn to-
gether extended from the ground upwerd for sbout 3% feet and was tied
to the tlpi poles et the top by rewhide thongs. This curtain served to
keep out the drausht and any water that might come in Trom the top of
the tipt. These linings were often decorated with geametric or picto-
graphic paintings. {See Decorative Art, this paper.)

Fire and fire-mieking: The fire pit was in the center of the tipi
directly below the amocle hele, Over it the psunch or kettle was support-
ed on a tripod, ({See illustration of Teton tripod with peunch for storne
boiling, Hough, Plate 11.}

Fire was originally mede with the palm drill, but among the first
materials introduced by traders were bits of steel for firewmawing. The
Indians soon discarded the old fire meking implements in favor of the
flint and steel method, Gilmore mentions the use of a fire drill made
fram the Yucea glauce as a temporary method of fire ma‘cing by the Teton
{Gilmore, p.71, and Plate 8},

Beds: ' "There were comonly three beds or seats, one at each side
‘and one at the back of the tipi, each consisting of a 1ong platform cov-
ered with a sort of mat of 11ght willow Taols, ‘over which were thrown buf-
falo obes or blankets....“ {Hodge, Part 2, p.'?59 illustration, Part 1,
P4T7. )

Storage: Sufficient room remaincd in the tipi for storage of the
limited number of houscheld and personal cffecis carried by the nomadie
Teton. In eddition, outside thce lodge near the doar, stood a triped of
slender poles about 10 feet long. Here the warrior hung his bow and
quiver, his lance, shield, and medicine case. (Maximilian, ¥1.22,
pe322; Stansbury, p.45,)

SHELTIR OF LATER YFARS

As the buffalo becamc scarce, tipis of canvas material obteined

from the white men ceme Into use. This chanse took place about 1870.
Bracikett saw both canvas and buffalo hide tipis at Red Cloud Arency in
1876 {Brackett, p.467)}. The canvas tipi remsined in use for mmny years.
As a summer residence it still finds favor among meny Plains tribes,
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After their settlement on reservations in ithe 1870's the Govern-
ment encouraged the Indians to build houses of log or frams construce-
- tion, The Teton were slow to sdopt this new form of residence, however,
From the Commissionert's Reporis we may infer from the data on house
building nnd house occupancy that a considerable portion o the Teton
did not live in houses until about the yesr 1890.

Mekeel, in his study of the Teton of White Clay district in 1931,
found 154 houses of which ",..fourteen are frame and two-roomed; 133
are log and nostly one-rogmed; 3 are a combination of log and frame; 4
are crude shacks (built and left by formsr white renters for summer
residence while tendins erops}. For roofs 86 of these houses have
eaTth, 62 Bre shingled, and 6 are tar-papered. Board flooring is laid
in 110 houses, while 44 have dirt floors," (Mekeel, 1936, p,10.) His
data on the furmishings of 133 famlilies indicate an averasge of 2.4 beds
per Temily (almost all double); 2.7 chairs per family (many houses have
benches}: one sewing machine to svery 1.3 fanilies; and one timepiece
{alarm clock or watch) to every 1.8 families (Mekeel, 1938, p.l0).

THE SWEAT HOUSE

A special structure used for hygienic treatment, and for purifica-
tion in comnection with mligious rites and ceremonies, was the sweat
house. The use of the sweat house was both ©l4 and widespread among
the Indians. It has been slow to disappear asmong Teservation Indians.
Mekeel found an sverase of one gweat lodge to every 22 families in ex-
istence on Pine Ridge Reservation in the White Clay distriet in 1931
{Mekeel, 1936, p.10}.

Mooney gives a detailed description of the consiruction and use of
the Teton sweat house;

-¥The sweat-house is a small cireular framewerk of willow
branches driven into the ground and bent over angd brought together
at the top in such a way that when covered with blankets or buf-
falo rebes the siructure forms a diminutive round-ton tipi just
high enough to enable several persons to sit o to stand in s
stooping posture inside. The doorway faces the east, as is the
rule in Indian structures, and at the distance of a few feet in
front of the doorway is a smsll mound of earth, on which 1s placed
& vuffalo skull, with the head turnped as if looking into the lodege.
The earth of which the mound is formed is taken from a hole dug in
the center of the lodge. Near the sweat-house, on the outside,
there is frequently & tall sacrifice pole, from the top of which
are hung s¥?rm of bright-colored cloth, packages of tobacco, or
other offerings to the deity invoked by the devotee on any particu-~
lar occasion.



THE SWEAT HOUSE

"Fresh bundles of the {regrant wild sapge are strewn
upon the cround ingide of the sweat-house, and a fire is.
kindled outside a short distance awoy, In this fire stones
are heated by the medicine-men, and when all is ready the
patient or devotee, stripped to the breech-cloth, eaters tle
sweat-house. The stones are then handed in to him by the
priests by means of two forked sticks, cut especially for the
purpose, and with two other forked sticks he puts the stones
into the hole already mentioned as havirng been dug in the cen-
ter of the lodse. Water is then passed in to him, which he
pours over the hot stones until the whole inturior is filled
with steam; the blankets are pulled tisht to close every
opening, and he si¢s in this aboriginal Turkish bath until
his naked body is dripping with perspiration. During this
time the doctors outside are doinpg thelr part in the way of
Praying to the gods and keeping up the supply of hot stones

~and water until in their estimation le has been sufficient-
1y purified, physically or morally; wion he emerpes and re-
sumes his élofhing, somotines Tirst checking the perspiration
and indueing a reaction by a plunpe into the neirshbaring
stremi...." {icouey, 1596, 1.8123-00C.

{An illustrntion chowing the willow foun@ution of a Toton sweut
house}and the adjacent sacrifice pole appears in Moonny, 1297, Plate

) Another structure, t amporary in chai’act';cr,' but of great importance
in Teton culture, was the Sun Dance Lodec. {8ce section of this pupar
dealing with the Sun Dance.)} '



pat

TRANSPORTATION
31

In the migratory 1life of the Teton prior to their seltlement on
reservetions, great stress was pleced upon rapid and efficient means
of trangportation, The Teton traveled by lend end their methods con-
sequently were asdjusted to mowements on foot or on horseback. Water

transportation thereforc wes weakly devel oped.

Befare the Teton acquircd the horse, the dog wes their only beast
of burden and heavy louds vere carried by dojiTuwis, Maximilian de-
carives the dogs of the Teton as large and streps, differing little from
the wolf, save that the tail was turned up more. Jome wore ™wolf color;
others black white, or snotted with black and white...." {Maximilian,

Vol, 22, p.‘)lo}

The dog traveis: The travois, on which the load wes carried, was an
ingenious arrangerent consisting of two poles about 15 feet in length
(Catlin's estimate, Vol. 1, p.45), lashed tocether with sinew at one end,
Testing at an anple over the dog's neck, and fastened securely to the
animal by measns of a simple harness; wlule the other ends of the poles,
spread out in a V-shape, draszeed on the ground behind. About midway be-
tween the poles was a netied crosspiece, which was ususlly oral in shape.
{This type of travois is u_w.,umted at the top of pase 34, Wissler,
1927b; Kurz's drawirg of o Plains dog harnecssed to a travois shoving
detail of harness, appears in Bushnell, 1822, Plate 28.) "‘het&_xicma-w;s
Tolded into a compac‘b bundle and secuxely tied to the netted crossplece
with ravhide, On top of it were placed articles of household egquipment,
After the acquisition of the horse, only lighfer articles,as a rntle,

were carried on the dog traveis.

(For a detailed description of the dog travois in wse, as observed
among the Oglela in 1849, see Stansbury, vp.46-47. For an earlier des-
eription, see Catlin, ’J’ol. 1, p.45, and plate in Pageent of America,

Vol. 1, pl.45,)

HORSE TRANSPORTATICN

The horse is so closely associated in the popular imagination
with the Indians of the Plains that it may be saewhat of a surprise to
some musewrn vigsitors £o learn that the Indians had no horses in prehis-
toriec times., We ¥mow that horses wers not scen by the American Indians
until Spanish explorers apreared on this continent in the early years of
the 16th century, The first horses to come into the possession of the
Flains tribes were stiitys or abandoned animals from the € Y gkTing cxpedi-
tions into the southern plains which began in 1540. ’I‘hcnce the use of
the horse spread nerthward. So Tapid was this diffusion that many
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trides had obtained horses befors they were first met by white men,
{See Map No, 7, which gives dates of first mention of horses among the

varicus plains tribes.}

The Teton appear ¢ have secured the horse between 1700 and 1742
({Wissler, 1914, p.5}, or, in terms of Teton history, "about the time
that the emigretion from the timber begen." (Robinson, 1904, p.28).

The acquisition of the horse was a great boon to this nomedic tribes It
meant that hunting could he pursued over a wider area apd zame could be
secured with much less difficulty.

By the 19th century the Teton possessed large numbers of horses,
but there was always & lively demend for more. Horses could then be
acquired in one of four ways: by caetching them on the prairies, by
trads, by gift, or by stealing thas from enemy tribes and later from

white lunigrantpg.

Catehing wild horses was en exciting end dangerous sport favored
by the young men of the tribe. Hayden describves an expedition of the

Brule:

"Every summer, excursions were riade by the young men intc
the Platte and Arkanses country, in quest of wild horses, which
ebounded there at the time in large numbers. Their mode of
catching them was by surrounding them, and running them down on
“their horses. Taking positions ¢t different pelints, they pur-
sued them from one to the othor, until they became so fatigued
as to be lassoed, after which they were thrown down, bridied,
and packed or rode by these fearless cavaliers. O0ften 40 to
60 of these wild horses were brought home as the results of a

single expedition.™ {Hayden, p.372).

The Indiens were fine judges of horses and keen horse itraders; the -
gift of '@ good horge was elweys keenly apyreciated, Horses were among
the few valuable possessions of the Teton, and he who possessed a large
number of them was considered wealthy.

Horse stealing was one of the principal motives for warfare between
the tribes. 5o long as the animels were taken from the enemy the theft
of horses was considered praiseworthy. Expeditions set ocut on foet for
the purpose of stealing ‘horses from enemy camps, It was a dangerous
underteking which often led to expeditions of revenge on the part ¢f the
cnemy., {See sec¢tion on Warfare, this paper.)

The horse travois: The horse travois is similsr in prihciple o,
but somewhat different in detail from, the dog traveis. The tipl poles
were bound together with rawhide into two bunches tnd tied on elther side
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of the horse with m rope of rewhlde passing in front of the saddle in
such a way that the upper ends of the poles rested about the animal's
shoulders., The netted oval fpamework of the horase travois was some-
times surmounted by a light wicker canopy, open on one side and cover-
ed with a buffalc robe. {Ses the Cheyenne travois, Plate 14, Bushnell,
1922, similar tc thet described for Oglala seen in 1849, Stensbury,
p.46,} The horse travois not only transported household ecuipment, but
it wes used also to carry the sged, the sick, the woundad, and women or
children who tired of walkipg. {A modification of the truvois used for
carrying the infirm is deseribed in Hodge, Part 2, p.802.)

The netive horsermen end his riding gear: The Teton were excelleni
horse trainers and riders, leerning to ride when very young and spending
much time on horseback. Genersl Crook marveled that the Teton war-
riors*' horses were 30 well trainel that they could be safely left to
graze near their masters when the latter dismounted. (Deland, 1930,
P.2%94,) No shelters were used for horses; they were left in the open
tc graze on the nmative grasses., Young cottonwood branches were some-
times given them as a delicacy. {(CGilumore, 1p.72.)

It should be noted that Indians of tho Plains mounted thelr horses
from the right side, which is oppesite to the customary method of mount- -
ing used by Vhites, They used s minimum of riding geer, the essential
elements of which were teken over from the Spanlards and simpllf1ed to
suit the Indian's neads.

Saddles: Two types were used: {1} the pad saddle, simply a bsg
of soft skin stuffed with hair or other soft materials (sn¢ illustration
in Wissler, 1915b, Fig. 8); end (2} the frame saddle, consisting of - two
parallel wooden side bars, supporting two forked or bowed uprights
{pormel and cantle} betweon which was suspended e hammock-like scet made
of & broad band of hide, .The side bers of Teton saddles were decidedly
curved (following psttern in #ig. 3b in Wissler, 1915b%}., Pommel and
cantle were often identicel in shepe. Some pommels were horn-shaped
with hookKs in front for the guirt, or they might be Y-shaped. (See
Fig. 2, Wissler, 1915b. This is & Shoshoni frame ssddle, but very like
that of the Teton.)

The pad goddle is usuelly regarded as a ment's ssddle and the framse
saddle as a women's, But sometimes women used the pad saddle and men &
low-bowed frame saddle with poumel and canile rising fully 18 inches
{Parkman, p.84).

Stirrups: As a rule saddles had stirrups of bent wood, coversd with
buffale hide. (See Vissler, 1915b, Fig.13,} Usuelly, however, the stir-
Tup straps were tied, with no devices for rsasicing or lowering them.

kY
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Cinch: A single cinch was used, so adjusted as $0 bear upon the
middle cf the saddle. It was usually made of hide, but was sometimes
of woven hair., {See Wissler, 1915b,)

Saddle blankets: Saddle blankets were of bufiaelo hide, and for
ments use were usuully plein., Women sometimes used a highly_ornamented
saddle blanket, {See Wissler, 1915b, Fig., 18.)

Saddle-bags: The Teton used paired saddle-bags of buffslo skin,
{See Wissler, 1915b, Fig, 18.} .

Crupvers: The crupper was used by manyTeton Dakota women riders,
It was often decorated with painted designs, (See illustration of
crupper ia Wissler, 1915b; slthough not Dakota, it is representative of
the general Plains type.)

Spurs: In the early days spurs were probdbably not used by the Plaims
Indiens. Metal spurs were sometimes obiained from traders., {See illus-
trations in Wissler, 1915b.)

Bridles: ‘The Indiens used no bit, wnd seldom s bridle or halter,
The horse-was controlled by & cord looped about its lower jaw. Cetlin
stated thet thic was generally used "to stop rather then guide the
horse." (Catlin, 1876, Vol. 1, p.252. See also Vlissler, 1915b,}

Ropes and lasso: For tethering horses, ropes of buffalc hide, or
braided cords of hair, or leathern thongs were used. The lasso used to
cateh wild horses is deszeribed by Catlin ss "a long thong of rawhide of
ten or fifteen yards in length, made of several braids or twists."
{Catlin, Vel. 1, p.253.)

Quirts: The whip wes a wooden - or antler-handlied quirt with
leathern lash and leathern wrist holder. It was carried about the
right wrist. {Description in Catlin, Vol, 1, p.237; illustrations,
Plate 99; illustreiion of Blackfoot whip s1milar to thzt used by the
Teton in Wissler, 1915b, Fig. 23, left.)

A fine drawing, umade between 1832-34, of u Plains Indian on horse-
back, showing some of the dotails ¢f the equipient, sppears in Maxi-
miliants Atlas, Plate 19,

Horse Taces were s favorite sport wmmong the Teton and a means of
testing the speed of their best mounts., Muxinilien's Plate 30 shows a
Western Dakotas horse race. The riders are bareback or using only hide
saddles without stirrups. '

For hunting the buffalo u simple pad only is shown in Bodmer's
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drawing (Meximilien's Atlas, Plate 64} There {8 no- indicetion of
stirrups. '

In the 184C's the Teton began t¢ acquire mules, either by trade
or thef%, “rom ~ravelnrs slong the Overlund Trail. Parkmen mentions
that the (glaia had mules in 1846, and Stensbury found them pofsess-
ing "“a gocd muny excellent mules™ in 1850, (Parkman, p.85; Stansbury,
3.257.) '

Many fine illustretions of Indimns on horseback sppear in the draw-

ings and puintings of Fr eae“ic emington end Cheries Russell.

After their seitlement on reservatlons, the Teton continued to
raise Large murmberc ol horses and muples, The Comnissioner's Repord for
190C indicates tiaet uver 50,000 horses and mules were being raised on
the varicus Teton rzsarvations at that time,

Tne Teton's great love of horses has survived to the present day
end the ecowbov!s lire is his ideal, He likes fo attend rodeos and to
talk about horses. (iiKeel, 1936, pp.ﬁ-?.)

Sucwshoes: We kucw that snowshoes were uced by soue of the northern
Plains trites in winver, but the extent 1o which ihey were used by the
Teton, if st &ll, is not clewr. The pattern of a Flains Indian snowshoe
is illustirated in Muximilian's Atlas, Plate 54.

gﬁp bvll-bh&g: The bull-poat was & frameworl of wood over which a ™
buffelo hile cover was siretched, It was used to some extant by the
Western Dakote women to transport themseives and their household goods
over rivers (Lefize. p.172}, but the Teton used it lese ceusmenly than did
the village Indians on the Upper Missouri, (A gocd illustrztion of an
Hidatsa bull-bout und paddle aprears in Bushnell, 192%, Plste 35,)

Swimaing: Men, women, end children were generally good swimmers.
{McGee, p.172}).

Cradles: Infunis were carried in cradles. Maximilian, in 1834,
describted these crudles as urnemented boards te which the infants were
fastened with broad lestuern straps, one passing cover the heed, and the
other over the middls ¢f the body. The cradle war entirely covered with
porceupinz guill deccraticon. Mason, in his wmonogruph cn Indien cradles,
quotes Catlint's description for the Siocux. {Mason, 1287, pp.200-203;-
illustrations of Qglala cradle, p.200; an old Sioux credle, p.202, See
also illustraticns in Krieger, 1928, Plate 27; Wissler, 190%2a, Fig.79;
Sydow, Plate XIX.}

Head defoimaticn was unknown to the Teton.




TRANSPORTATION OF LATER PERIODS

After the tribe's settlement on Teservations, the farm wagon Se-
cured from the Govermmeni began to tske the place of the picturesque

travois of the nomedic days.

A% the present time there are many automobiles in use. MeKoel's
statistical studies of the White Clay community reveal that there was
one sutomobile to every 4.1 families in 1931, Almost all of these
were modal-T Fords (Mekeel, 1936, p.10).
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The bow and errow, lence, club, and stone knife were native Teton
weapons. TFirearms end metel k¥njves were introduced by traders at an
early date, For defense the Tetcn warrior carried = circular shield
of buffelo hide, C . .

THE BOW AND ARROW

The most useful native weapon of ¥he Teton, whether for war o the §
chage, was the bow and arrow, in the use Of which the Indiens were most %
proficient, LeSueur found them to be expert bowmen im 170C {Robimson,
1904, p.53), and indeed this weapon remsined the favorite for hunting
buffalo until after the middle of the 18th century. Ome cld Tetcn pre-
ferred his bow and arrow for the dbuffelo hunt oven to¢ the .improved
rifles of 188l. In warfare the bow and arrow wes never reelly super-
seded by firearms until breech-loading rifles were secured by the Teton
in the sixtles. '

Bows: Teton bows were of two kinds: the self, or ume-pisce, bow,
and the compound bow, made of twe or more pieces ecarefully joined to-
gother. Self bows were most commonly made of ash, a wood native to the
Teton country. The Osage orange bow was highly favered, but this wood
had to be obtained in trade from natives on the Arkaenses River, (Gil-
more, p.l08; Mason, 1893, pp.640,644; Standing Bear, 1931, p,.20.} Most
self bows had & double curve, and were relatively short to facilitete -
their use on horseback. ~Three-and-one half feet 1s & good length for a
Teton bow, {See 1llustrations in Mason, 1893, Plates 83, 84, and 85.)

Compound bows probably first ceme inte use because of a scarcity
of geod wood for meking one-plece bows, Teton compound bows were mede
principally ¢f the horn of buffelo or mountein sheep, with pleces care-
fully fitted together and the jolnts wrapped with buckskin; flemnel,
alsc, was sometimes used, Mason calls the compound bows of the Sioux
"the most beautiful in shape of eny among savege tribes." (Mason, 1893,
p.642. See also illustretions in same, Plate 82,) '

Many Teton bows were Sinew-backed and bow strings likewise were
made of sinew, twisted.

Arrowst Teton arrow shafts were fashioned of ash or octher hard
wood, were approximately 25 inches in length, were fitted with three
eagle Testhers, and had a characteristic fisheteilaed nock at the epd.
Shafts were grooved, marked with lightning furrows, and banded with
from one toc three stripes near the nock., The points were atteched with

glue from the buffalo and with sinew,
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Aboriginel Teton arrowhesds were of stone or bone, but peints of

these meteriels were early replaced by metal ones made of iron secured
from white traders. Mason, writing in 1893, wes very suspiclous of the
authentlcity of any so~celled Sioux stone arrowheads., Nevertheless, I.
Aillen, & pionesr resident of Montena, describes in deteil the aborigimal
nethod of meking stone and bone points. (Quoted in Mason, 1893, pp.672-
873.} '

However, the tvpical 19th-century Teton arrowhead would be an iron

-one, Parkman, describing 4peOglala weapons of 1846, mentions only

iron arrowpoints {Parkman, p.180). Metal points varied in size =nd
shape. (See illustrations of metal-pointed errows in Masem,, 1893,
Plates 47, 835, and 895; some stone-pointed arrows of doubtful suthenticity
are shown ¢n Plate 46,)

Tere are many references to the fact that a2 skillful hunter,ermed
with & strong bow, could shoot & metal-tipped arrow campletly ihrough
the body of & buffalo,

Arrow release: Teton hunters or waerriors in the act of shooting
the bow and arrow should be using the so-cslled tertiary release. {Il-
lustrated, in Hodge, Part I, p.93.}

Guivers and bow crses: Both bow and arrows were carried in hide
cages when not in use, These cases were two separate compartments, but
were atbached 1o sach other. Bow cnses were gbout 42 inches long,
quivers ebout 26 inches. The 1lstfer were usually made of buffelo hide
or otter skin. Both were ornsmented with cut fringes, sometimes with
fur, or quilled or beaded decorations. (See ililustrations inp Masen,
1893, Plates 83, 84, 85.) The quiver was slung over the left shoulder
by a skin strep, and hung at the back of the wearer.

THE LANCE

The spear or lance is probebly the oldest of the weapons used by
the Americen Indiens., Within the historic period the Pleins Indians
ugsed the lance for hunting the buffalo on horseback or for fighting at
close quarters from the mounted position. As & rule hunting lences
had shorter, heavier points than those used in wer. {Hodge, Part I,
P.755.) Mounted warricrs carried the lance in additicn to the bow angd
arrows, rather than in place of them, OSuch lances were made of long
shafts of hard wood {Culbertson, on p.l00, remsrks that those seen by
him in 1850, "were sbout ten feet long"), tirped with stone, engd later
with iron, peints. As was the case with arrow points, iron replaced
stone lanceheads at an early date. Parimman mentions-only iron points
on the lances of Qglala warriors seen in 1846. {(Parkmen, pp.142,;180 .)
Lances were ornamented with colored feathers, long scalp-locks, or biis
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of colored cloth. ({Culbertson, p.100; Parkmen, p.142.)

Catlin illustretes typical metal-pointed lences used in the north~
eTn Plains 4in the 1830's on Plate 18. {Cetlin, 1876, Vol. 1.)

THE UHAR CLUB

Clubs used in coumbat at close quarters were, under eboriginal con-
ditions, fitted with siome hsads., The club with stone ball head wrap-
ped in buffalo hide was used.by the Dekota. (Wissler, 1910, p.163 and
Fig. 103.} Wocden~hendled clubs fitted with meta) hesds or e metel splke
vwere eerly introduced by fur traders. {These types were seen by Catlin
in 1832 and illustrated by him, Vol. 1, 18796, Plate 99, Figs. 4, e, f.
See elso the iron-headed tommhawk in the hand of the Western Dakota man
on Plate 41 of Meximilisn's Atles.)

RNIVES

Knives were used in hunting for skinning and cutting up the slsin
animals, In warfare they served for scalping the epemy, or occasionslly
as weapons in hand to hand combat. Although originally of sione, metal
knives of Europeen meke were traded to the Indiaens at em esrly date, znd
remained favorite articles of itrade for many years. Men carried their

" knives in gayly decorated cases attached to the belt; women wore theirs
in wide belts of leather, ornamented with dbrass nﬂlla. (Brackett,
D.46%; Catlin, Plate 99, Figs, a, b, ililustrates metal knives of the
type seen by him in 1832; Maximilisn's Atlas, Plate 54, shows e knife
cese of the same period. A number of Dakota beeded knife cases are
shown in Wissler, 1902, Plate XLIX.}

FIREARNMS

Although the Teton scquired firearms at a later date than the tribes
farther east, they were armed with rifles esrlier than meny of their
neighbors on the Plains to the north and west. Trudesu found the other
Missouri River tribes to the north fesrful of the "Sioux natioms'™ in-
1794 because the Sicux had fireerms and they had not. {Trudeau, p.455.)
Lewis and Clark remarked that the Teton men seen by them in 1804 were
"padly armed with fusees™ {matchlocks){Lewis apd Clark, Vol.I, p.166).
Many of the Migsouri River Indians illustrated in Maximilian‘s Atlas
are shown carrying fireams, the details of which are fairly well in-
dicated. :

The old muzzle-loader, however, npever displaced the bow and errow
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for hunting buffalo or in mounted warfare. The difficulty of reloading
on horgeback was a detriment %o its efficient use, The  mounted man
carried the muzzle-loafder in addition to the bow and arrow, 1f he carried
it at all. {Its use in this combination is indicated in Purkmen's de-
seription, p.153.) TFor hunting smaller geme on foot and in warfere
afoot, the muzzle-loader was most useful. {(Denig, p.555.)}

Muzzle-loaders were furnished the Indians by the Government for use
in hunting game from sbout 1835 to the 1860's, They were either flint-
lock or e¢ap lock, and varied considerably in both caliber and barrel
length, {Rifles of this type are illustrated end described in Sawyer,
p.50, Plate 7, Fig. 1.)

The Indians took very pcor care of their guns. After a short period
of use, guns often became rusty and broken, and somstimes - broken pleces
were tied with rawhide in an effort to mend them. (Ses Sawyer, p.56, and
illustration of broken gun mended with ruwhide, Plate 7, Fig. 2.)

In the middle sixties the Teton begen to scquire breech-loasding
-rifiles, Some of them were acquired from unprincipled traders, others
~were teken from fallen soldiers in the Indian Wars, and still others

were obtained directly from the Governrent. The Interior Department fur-
nished the Teton with rifles and emmunition for hunting which, dronically
enough, were used by the warriors in their battles with United States

troops. {De Land, 1930, p.193.) It is known that Henry rifles and Spsn-

cer-and Winchester carbines were obtained by Indian warriors prior to
the Wagon Box Fight in 1867. (Birge, p.191; De Land, 1930, pp.150,166,
193.) Dodge considered this battle as a transition event,at a time when
Tew Indisns had acquired the breechloadar; but thereafter the use of
this type of rifle was more common., Charles King is samthority for the
statement that by the summer of 1876, “nine out of ten of the warriors
known to be on the warpath had.,.the magezine rifle® {Coti. !.. A. Graham,
The Story of ihe Little Big Horn, quoted in De Land, 1930, p.317.)

The importence of the introduction of the breech-loading rifis,
single shot or repeater, can hardly be overemphasized. With the breech-
loader, the mounted warrior could load and fire from his horse with per-
fect ease. General Crook has stated his opinion that the mounted Indien
warrior with the bdbreechloader and metallic ceriridges was much superior
in marksmanship to the soldier used against him in the Indian Wers of the
1860*'s end 1870's., The mounted Indian could kill e moving wolf while
riding at full speed; bui the trocper wes lucky if he could hit a mount-
ed Indian even though the soldier stood on the ground. (De Land, p.293.)
This expleins the trained army man's respect for the Indisn warriors
(mainly Teton and Cheyenne} of this period.

Less informetion is aveilable on the use of pistols by the Teton.

a
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tYhile a few mey have been traded to the Indians et earlier vericds,

L3 pistel was not in cermen use until the Indian Wars of the decade
1867-1577, Cherles Xing states that by 1877 the werricrs cuTtTied,

Yas & rule, two revolvers--Golt's Nevy preferred." {Col- W. A. Graham,
The Story of the Livile Pig Horn, quoted in De Lend, 1930, 5.318.})

It should be kept in mind that the use of the most up-to-dete re~
peating rifles did not meen the discard of the more primitive forms of
wegpens. The bow and arrows, lanpce, and war club were aslso used 5y the
Teton %0 sdvantage in the Indian Wars., (De Land, 193C, pp. 88, 95,153,
158,189.) :

, SHIELDS
. The Teten dii nct weer armor. Thelr sole defensive weapor wes the
thick buifalo-hide shizld, carried on the left amn by e sinniz buckskin
strap. The shield cuasisted of & Tire-hardened b.l'faloc hide »ass, cover-
ed with the dresced skin of puffalo, elk, or deer. tne enges heing chaer-
acteristically hordered with eagle festhers. ©Shiolds averaged about 17
inches ip diemeer. They furnished adequate protection agsinst lances
or clubs, but could not withstand the power of bullevs Irom :pmproved fire-
arms, However. even in the early days, the shield cwier relied for pro-
tection on the mystic dzsign painted on the cover rasker than the thick-
ness of the hide itself. And for this reason shields were not abandoned
duripg the Indian Yers of the 1860's and 1870's. (Mention of the use of
the shield at the Wegon Box Fight, Auvgust, 1867, appesrs in De Land, 1930,
p.158.) : '

Actual shields of buffalo hide are rarely found in nuseum collec-
tioms, but nutive-mmde reproductions are common. {A deteiled discussion
of the Dakotae shield may be found in Wissler, 1907b. Tllustrations of
shields sppear in Caetlin, Maximilian, Wissler, 1907b, and Hali, 1926b.)

{L deseription of Teton shield-imeking which might serve as the basls
of &sn illnstratiqn of this sctivity appears in Catlin, Vol. 1, p. 241.)
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Two very imporiant activities of the Teton men were fighting end
hunting. During the period of the fur trede, sreat effort was made to
secure large numbers of suitable pelts to exchange with traders for
their meny useful or ornamentel erticles, The Teton continued to meke
periodic hunting excursions as long as game was availeble. '

HUNTING THE BUFFALO

The Tetons' hunting uctivities were largely concerned with the
puffaleo, Their methods of hunting this animal were numerous, ingenious,
and devastetingly effective. It is not known what moans were preferred
by the Teton prior to thelr acquisition of the horse, but they probedly
had knowledge of several methods, both individual end communel.

{1) Stalkipg the buifalo afoot: Probably the oldest method of bl-
son hunting ¥knowm t¢ the American Indisns wes that of dispatching the
animal with e speer thrown from an atlatl, or Spsar thrower. This was
probably the favoriie method employed by Folsom men in huntinm the now
extinet species of bison. Iater the bow end errow came into use, We
may distinguish three methods of individual and collective hunting afooi
with spear or with bow and crrow:

9. By durprising the buffalo dbegide @ stream or.a water hole,
a group of hunters con foot, and armed with their petive weapons, would
readily kill several animals. '

b, Indian hunters, bow and arrow in hand, approached the
buffslo on hands and knees, dissuised with wolf skins over their heads
znd backs, and when close enocugh to the herd to get accurate shots,
they rose and with dispatch killed as meny animals as possible bvefore
the herd became frightened, Catlin descrlibes this method used by the
Missouri River tribes in 1832, and illustrates it {Catlin, Vol. i, 1876,
p.254 and Plate 110}, This znimel pelt disguise was widely used in hunt-
ing in native North America. Le Moyne, the French artist, pictured the
use of a deerskin disguise used by Floride Indizns in hunting deer as
early as 1563 (See Dengler, Plate 2},

c. Catlin found that Ha-won-js-tah (" the one horn"}, a
Miniconjou chief whom he met in 1832, was proud of the fact thet he
could run down a buffalo on foot and kill it with the bow and arrow,
This method of tracking the buffelo moy have been more common among the
Teton before they secured the horse, {Catlin, Vol, 1, p.21l,)

(2} wWinter huntinz on snowshoes: Catlin describes a method of
winter hunting by which Indians on snowshoes drove the buffalo into
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deep drifts, from which they were unable to escape, and lelcd them

with the Jaxce or with the bow and arrow, Usuelly only the peits were
taxen wher this method was used, (See Cotlin, Vol.), p.253, whd:iiinstre-
tion, Plate 109; or Hornedey, p.484, and Plate XVIII, in which Catlin's
deseription and paintings are reprinted } Catlin himself never saw thia
method in ussa, '

{3) Grass burning: A method of group hunting used by the Eastern
Dekotae in more recent times, and probably alsc by the Teton before they
secured ths horse, was thet of burning the grass surrounding & herd of
buffalo, preventing their escepe through the flsmes, and killing sll the
enimals within the burning circle. Perrot's description of this method,
as observed in the early years of the 18th century, is quoted in Wissler,
1927b, p.24. (Mentioned for the Santee Dakota in Wissler, 1910, p.50.}

{4) Jopounding: A method of securing the duffalo by driving them
into enclosures is known to have been used by several northern Plains
tribes In the eerly days. It undoubtedly dates back to the pre-horse
period. This method as seen smong the Assiniboine prior to 1776 is de-
scrived in detail by the elder Henry, p.286. Wissler states thal the
Teton Deketa practiced some form of the impounding methcd. {Wissler,
1%27v, p.23; also 1910, p.33,)

{5} Driving over cliffs: Another methed of buffalo hunting which
probably dates back to the pre-horse period was that of decoying them
and driving them over e¢liffs, It is deseribed by Lewis and Clark, end
reprinted by Hornadey, pp.483-484, In the Teton country west of the
Missouri there are several sites where this method is ssid to have been
used in the 19th century. The Chugweter, & stream in southwestern Wyoming,
is sald to have acquired its picturesque name from this method of hunting
practiced there. (Guernsey, p.l82,)

It is certain, therefore, that before the Teton secured horses they
did not went for veried and effective methods of hunting the buffalo.
In fact someSihem (gress burning, impounding, snd driving over cliffs)
were oxitremesly wasteful, :

After the scquisgition of the horse, most of these early methods were
discarded in favor of hunting on horseback. The method of driving buffalo
over cliffs, however, continued in use, Two principsl methods of buffale
hunting on horsseback were practiced:

(6} The surround: As the name implies, the mounted hunters encircled
& herd of buffale and rode sround it, killing off the animels with the
lance, with bow end arrow, or rifle as they rode, until a large number--—
perhaps the entire herd — was destroyed. {This method is described in
Catlin, Vol, 1, pp.199-202; and by Stansbury - p.257 —who witnessed its

:



L Iy St e raisT S B A i R STl
e R B e A A T Y, > FiT i 5 T i dypar e

e B

&w:-e '

HUNTING METHOLS _
4.4.

use by the Oglale in the fall of 1850, See algso Hornaday, pp.480-483,

with reprint of Cetlin's description and 1llustration, Plate XVIII.)

{7} The individusl hunt on horseback: A most exciting method of
buffalo hunting was thet of singling out &n animal snd ridipg it down,
epproaching from the right side end killing with lance, bow and arrow,
or rifle. 7This 1s the method most often pictured by white artists. It
was the most thrilling end hence the method favored by white sportsmen,
{See Hornadey, pp.470 ff.)

In setting out on & buffelo hunt, the Indian hunter rode an in-
ferror enimal, leading his swift buffalo horse by & rope. When buffa-~
lo vers sighted, he mounted the fresh steed, which was usually covered
with a bufifele robe rather than a saddle., The rider himself usually
wore only breech cloth and moccasina, cerried his bow in the left hand,
his quirt saround his right wrist, and his quiver eeross his back, leav-
ing his right hend free for handling and discharging the arrows.

Wharever the buffalc happensd toc fall, it was skinned and the meat
cut into convenient sizes for packing on horseback. (The method of skin-
ning, cutting, and packing is described in Demsmore, pp.443-444.}

The communal buffalo hunt wes a well orgenized undertaking with a
recognized procedure., {Very complete descriptions msy be fourd in Dens-

more, pp.436-447; and T. L. Riggs, entire.)

'THE FATERMINATION OF THE BUFFALO

The fact that the Indians found uses for nesrly every part of the
animal does not mean that they were elways deeply concerned with the
conservation of the buffalo. When buffalc were scarce, it is true, they
made good use of nearly every part oY th¥ carcaess; dut when the aninmmls
were numerous the Indians were oftén extremely westeful. Not only did
they kiil more than they needed by grass burning, impounding, driving
over cliffs, or in the surrcund, but they frequently killed for ithe tasty
tongues or useful hides alone, leaving the remsinder of the kill untouched.
Catlin was told of & party of Teton near Fort Plerre vho, in the spring of
1832, took 1,400 buffalio tongues in & few hours wlthoui bothering to re-
move a single hide {Catlin, Vol. 1, p.256)}. The Indian's preference for
the female buffalo was also extremely destructive,

Wasteful hunting practices, therefore, must be regarded as playing
an important part in the final extermination of the buffalo., White men
began to predict its end as early as 1820. It is of intsrest to note
that George Catlin suggested that in order to preserve both the buffsalo
and the Plains Indians, the entire Plains region should be declared g
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national park {Catiin, Vol. 1, p.26l}.

However , no conservation progrem was set up, and ss & resul$ the
range and number of the buffelo continued to dimipish. By 1883 this
noble cresture wams no longer to be found in the nor thern plains, For =
very complete and sble description of the white man's part in its eXter-
ninetion, see Hornadsy, 1887,

HUNTING OF OTHZR ANIMALS

There is little available informetion on the method used by the
Teton in hurting other enimals and dbirds., Judeing from facts known
ebout the Cheyenne, close neighbors who had many traits of msterial
culture in cormon with the Teton, we may surmise that deer were gen-
erally hunted with bow and arrow; elk were ceught with rawhide snares
or driven over cliffs; mountuin sheep were caught in snares or pit-
falls; wolves und foxes llkewise were teken in pitfells; and entelope
were driven into enclosed pits. {See detailed description on the
Cheyenne hunting methods in Grinnell, 1924, pp.273-299.)

Hayden describes the Brule method of driving the entelope in the
broken country near the source of ¥White River:

"The animals, being surrounded by several hundred people,
are driven through some gap in the hills, beyond which-is-a per-
pendicular descent of many feet, inclosed around the base with
logs and brush, raised to a-sufficient height 4o prevent them
from jwunping over., The antelope, once through the gap or pass,
camnot recede, and the pressure of those from behind forces
those in front over the descent, the rear being followed up
quickly by the pursuers." (Hayden, p.373}.

The Cheyenne method of catching eegles by hend from & specially
constructed pit was used by the Teton. {The method, accompanied by a
drawing of the pit, is described ir Grinmell, 1924, pp.299-308.}

FISHING
Stending Bear states thet boys caught fish with a bit of raw

buffalo meat tied to the end of a horsehair line, or W th a willow
pole having & looped end. (Standing Bear, 1931, pp.65-67},
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The principal opponents of the Teton in the late 19th
end the 19th century intertribul wurs ere underlined. Thosefgyy
tribes not underiined often sided with the Teton in these
conflicts. :
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The most certein way for & Teton man t0 win the admiration ang
respect of his fellows was by the perforrmance of brave deeds in waer.
The Teton share with the Cheyenne the reputation of being the most der-
ing end cepable warriors of the northern plains.

Enemies and fr¥rends of the Teton: We haeve seen that in their suc-
cessive migrations westward in the 18th and eerly 19th centuries the
Teton wrested territory from the Omsha, Arikara, Crow, Kiowe, and Chey-
enne., Their principal enemies in the 19th century were the Arikara, Man-
dan, Ponca, Pswnee, Crow, and Shoshoni. Their relations with the Chey-
enne, Arepahc, and the other Dekote groups during this period were on the
whole friendly. HNothing like a bindipng asgreement, however, allied these
tribes, They aided one eanother in wer only es mutuasl interests were 1n-
volved., As the yeers passed the economic interests of the Tebon grew
farther and farther epart from those of the Eastern Dakcta and closer
t0 those of the Cheyenne end Arapaho, This is evidenced by the Tetons!
refusal to mid the Eastern Dakots in their 1862 uprising; whereas, they
united with the Northern Cheyenne and Northern Arepah¢ in the wars
against the Whites from 1866 to 1877. During the conflicts of the
sixties and seventies the Indian epemies of the Teton were geperally
friendly to the Vhites, {See Map No, 8.}

Motiges for warfare: The Teton went t¢ war %o extend ar to pro-
tect their bunting grounds and to obtain horses. These seem t0 have been
their principal motives for fighting,sc far as motives were needed, The
fact thet glory was to be won in battie was itself & great encouragement
and litsle further cause Was necessary to send the Teton intoc battle
against any wandering periies of Pewnee, Crow, or Shoshoni which they
might meet.

The conduct of war: Wer expeditions were individual or twribal. In
the latter the tribe scted as 2 unit,oubin either case the parties were
well organized before setting out. I securing horses was the objective
the werriors went on foo}, carrying extra moccasins, and perhaps cooking
utensils and medicines. Boys were sometimes teken along to do the cook-
ing and to perform menial tasks for the warriors, st the same time learn-
ing the art of war. All:celebrations were postponed until the return of
the warricrs; then, if they had been successful, the scalp dance was per-
formed, {See Dancing, this paper. TFor detuiled descripticns of the con-
duct of war parties, see Densmore, Pp.0332-418, and illustrations, Plates
44, 48, 49, 50, 51, 52, 61; also Telbot, pp.38-39.} '

Scelping: Scalps were taken but the number of scalps obtained by &
warrior was not considered indicative of his prowess in war. Scelping
was painful but not mecessarily fetal. The gcalp was teken by grasping
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the hair on the crown of the head with the left hand and pussing the
knife around it through the skin, taking a piece of skin with the hair,
It was not a genuine scalp unless it showed the ecrown of the head where
the hair divides and radiates from the center, Scalp locks, as dis-
tinet from the scalp, consisted of other pieces of heir. These were us-
ed to orpement seams of shirts, leggings, tipi covers, lance shafis, and
other articles. {See Catlin, Vol. 1, p. 238, and Plate 101. Densmore,
Plate 52, shows a scalp.)

Wer honors: War honors were highly prized and were graded accord-
ing t¢ the degree of bravery shown by the warrior. Thus, toc touch a
live enemy was considered a great deed, whereas to tske the scalp of a
fallen enemy, who migh% even have been killed by some other warrior,
was of no great consequence. The successful warrior recited his honors
at sociel getherings, wore feathers or face paint, and painted his buf-
felo robe and tipi cover to illustrate his brave deeds. IHis fellows
saw t¢ it thet he did not lay claim %0 nore or greater honors then he
had justly earned.

Maxzimilian describes the system of reguleting the wearing of fea-
thers by Teton warriors in 1834:

"He who, in the sisht of the adversaries, touches a
slain or a living enemy, places & feather horizontally in
his heir for this exploit. They look upon this as a very
distinguished act, for many are often killed in the attempt,
before the object is attained. He who kills an enemy by &
blow with his fist, sticks e feather upright in his heir. If
the enemy is kiiled with & musket, & sprll pilecz of wocd is
put in the hair which is intended to reyresent a ramred. If
a warrior is distinguished by many deeds, he has & right to
wear the greet feather-csp, with ox-horas....Whoever first
discovers the enemy, and gives notice to his comrades of their
approach, is ailowed tco wear a sngll feather, which is strip-
ped, except towards the top....He who takes a prisoner wears
a particular bracelet,...® Meximilian, Vol. 22, pp.326-327;
see glso illustrations, p.323). '

This description differs scmewhat frow the informution secured from
0ld members of the Teton sone eighty years later by Densmore:

w1t was s&id thHet if a party of warriors attacked
the enemy and killed several men, the first warrior who
killed an enemy hed a right to wear the t'black face paint';
thus meny of the war songs contain the word@ *the black
face paint I seek.' This paint was worn by the men in the
dances which followed his return fv:n war. Usuully it covercd

S
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only the face, aithough a man might paint his entire
body if he so degired, The second warrior to kill an
enemy might 'strike the enemy,' for dolng whieh he ndght,
on his return, let his hair heng loose, but not peint his
face. The time for continuing this practice varied ac-
cording to the individual, but was ususlly about a month.
If 2 war perty defeated the enemy without loas t¢ them-
gelves, it was permitted to the first four woe killed
enemies, end also to their women reletives, to use the
black face paint, In such an event specizl songs would
be sung, and at any large gathering these four men would
appear, the tribe considering them all to be equelly en-
titled to the khonor of using the black peint.

“"If & man had killed an enemy without injury to
himself he was entitled to weur a feather erect &t -the
back of his head. If he k{illed two ar more he could
wesr & corresponding nurber of feathers, dbut the ene-
mies must all have been Xilled in the same battle, If
he succeeded in striking en enemy he could wear & lea-~
ther horizonially at the back of his heed. Four men could
'ccunt)coup‘ by striking the seame enemy." {Densrore,
P.353,

This was done by touching the victim with & stick, notched to de-
note the mumber of coups counted (Mallery, 1893, D.227}.

The bleck paint was seen on Teton warriors by Lewis and Clark in
1804 (Lewis end Clurk, Vol. 1, p.166)} and by Parkwean, in 1B46 {Park-
man p,.104}.

The feather bornet wos described by Maximilian from his observa-
tions in 1834:

"This cep, composed of eagle's feathers, vwhich are
fastened to a long strip of red cloth, hanging down the
back, is highly velued by =211 the tribes on the Missouri,
and they never part with it except for a good horse...."
{Maximilian, Vol. 22, p.326).

Brackett gives an almost identical description of feather bonnets
seen 2t Red Cloud Agency in 1878 {Bruckett, p.469), Talbot and Park-
man saw Miniconjou ond Oglale warricrs ir fesiher bomnets in the forties
{Talvot, p.39; Perkman, p.142. A good thotogruph of a Teton feather
bonnet appears in Densmore, Plete 50.) In the Wild West shows of a
later period the feather bonnet became 50 common as to lose ell meaning,
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As a result its peculiar significance is not reslized by the public to-
day. This bonnet was charscteristic of the Dakota in the old days. To-
day we find Indiens ell over the country assuming feather bonmets at ro-
deos and onr dress occasions,

Parkman gives some fine descriptions of the dress and equipment of
Qglala warricrs seen by him in 1846 {Parkman, Pp.84, 142, 153).

last intertribal conflict: What has been termed the last inter-
tribal Indian conflict in this country was fought between a party &f
some 1200 Teton warriors {Brule and Oglale) and a buffalo hunting party
of 400 Pawnee {of which only 250 were men} on August 5, 1873, in the
place since known as Masssacre Cunyon in socuthwesiern Nebraska. The
Pswnee, after a brave and stubborn resistance, were badly beaten, suf-
fering & loss of more than 200 individuals. (This battle is described
irn detail, with illustrutions of the site and perticipants, in the
Hebraska History Maguzine, Vol, XVI, No, 3, 1936. It would meke 2 fine
subject for & striking painting for museum use.)

Wars with the Whites: Although the Teton began to heress travel-
ers on the Overland Trail through Nebresks and Wyoming in the forties,
their first conflict with United States troops was in 1854, In this
yoer Lieutenunt Grettan end his men were massacred east of Fort Laramie.
There followed periods of intermitfent peace and bitter warfare until the
settlement of the Teton on reservations was completed in 1877, (See sec-.
tion on History, this paper.)

Again, in 1890, as o result of the Ghost Dance excitement, the
Teton met the Whites in the Battle of Wounded Knee on Pine Ridge Reser-
vation. This marks the end of an era, the last Indian-White warfare
in America. {See section on History, this paper.)
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It was woman's work to dress the hides and $o meke and decorate
nearly all the many articles mede of hide used by the Teteon., A woman's
worth was to a considerable degree dependent upon her ability to dress
skinsy especlally wes this trus during the peried of the fur trade,
when many hides were needed %o exchenge with the white trader for er-
tigles desired by the Indiens.

|
*

SKIN IRESSING

Hides were dressed in the open air, since sunshine was deemed
necessary for the best results, Women dressed several hides st a time,
he soon es possible after the sxin was taken from the dead animal it
was pegged out on the ground, helr side down, and the work of dressing
began, The general order ¢f processes followed by the Plains fribes
was &3 follows:

(1} Fleshing: All particles-of flesh, fat, apd musculer tissue
adhering to the inner guface of the hide were hacked off with a shsarp,
toothed instrument. This tool was made originally of bone, but was
later fitted with iron teeth or mede entirely of iron, witk 2 strap
attached {0 the handle and fitting earound the woman's wrist t0 give in-
creased power to the scraping movement. {(Described for the Teton of T
1834 by Meximilien, Vol. 22, pp.309 -322; instruments pictured in Wissler,

19270, p.64.)

(2} Screping: After the hide had been left in the sun to cure for
several days, it was scraped to an even thickness with an adze~-shaped
tool having & weoden or entler handle to which a blade of stone--later
iron--wus bound with rewhide., {See picture ¢f instruments in Wissler,
1927b, p.63. Meson, 1889, lists two Sioux svecimens, one 144 inches
long, the other 12 inches, both of antler, p.589,}

If the hide was intended for a robe, only the inner side wes
scraped; if to be used for such srticles us bags or tipi covers, it
was turned over and the hair scraped off.

(3} Braining: A mixture of cooked brains, fat, and liver of the
buffale was rubbed into the hide with the hends and smooth stones.
(Maxmilian mentions the use of pumice stones by the Teton in 1834, Vol.
22, p.322,} The hide was then sosked in water ovar night.

{4} Stripping: The hide was next stretched out on & wooden frame,
or again on the ground end the surplus broins end moisture removed with
& sireight edged tocl resembling & hoe blede.
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{5) Graining: After the hide nad dried it wes scraped with a rough
piece of buffalo bone to remove all irregularities in the surface. {A
Sioux graining tool of iron is {1lustrated in Mason, 1889, Plate Xxc,
Fig. 4.} '

{8) Softenihg: Finally the skin was softened by pulling it back-
wards and forwards over a line, to make it pliable. Meximilian sew this
process among the Teton in 1834, (Meximiliun, Vol.22, p.322.)

(For detailed description of Plalns skin-dressing processes in gen-
eral, see Hodge, Part 2, pp.591~593; Wissler, 1927b, pp.59-66; Mason,
1889, Description of the Rlackfoot methods appeers in Wissler, 1910,
pp.63-70, with {llustretions, Figs. 32, 33, 34, end Plates I, III, IV,
and V. Cheyenne methods deseribed in Grinnell, 1924, Vol. I, Pp.213 ff.,
and Plates opp. pp.l76, 208, and 224.)

a

ARTICLES COF HIDE

In eddition to numerous articles of hide used for clothing, in con-
nection with the tipl, with warfare, and transportation, the Teton made
meny containers of hide moterials in various sizes and shapes.

Parfleches: The hide container of envelope construction kpown as
the parfleche, used especlally for carrying pemuican, was & character-
istie Teton product. Teton parfleches average 63 centimeters long by
27 centimeters wide and have three pairs of tie holes on the side flaps.
(I1iustrations of parfleche patterns aprear in lissler, 1927b, P.68.
See also Wissler, 1910, pp.79-82; and Spier, 1925}. Parfleches were
decorated with colorful peinted dssigns. {See section on Decorative
ikrt, this peper, Plate 9 a.)

Rectangular hide begs: Rectangular containers, mede of rawhide or
softened skin, in various sizes and opening on either the long or the
short dimension, were used by the Teton., {See illustrations in Wissler,
1902a, Figs. 75, 77, 86; and Wissler, 1927b, Figs. 25, 27; also Xrieger,
1930.) They were decorated with painted, quilled, or beaded designs and
cut fringes, which were sometimes wrapped with quill or me tal.

Medicine cases: Tubular medicine cases of rawhide, decorated with
peinted designs and fringes, were also ubilized, (See section on
Decorative Art, this psper. Illusirations of Plains medicine cases ap~
pear in Wissler, 1910, Figs. 43, 44; and in Krieger, 1930.)

Pipe-and-tobacco Bags: Narrow bags, renging in length from 8C to
150 centimeters, were used to hold smoking equipment. They were decor-
ated with quilled or beaded designs and fringed at the bottom. The
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Dakote pipe-and-tobacco bags are the finest made by the Plains tribes,
{Illustrations in Wissler, 1902e, Plates XLII, XTIII, XIVII, XIVIII, LV;
and Figs, 99, 100.}

This type of bag is beligved to be quite recent-- gbout mid-
nineteenth century. The Teton cleim previously io have used entire
skins of the young antelope, deer, beever, and other enimals for
smoking bags. {Such receptacles were seen by Catlin in 1832: Catlin,
Vol. I, p.242 snd Plate 101%, Fig. C.)

Strike-a-ltght pouches: - A leether-pouch, dscorated with beaded de-
signs, wes used to carry the smoker's fire lighting equipment. {Illus~
trated in Wissler, 1902a, Plate XLI.)

Paint bags: Paint for the face and body was kept in skin bags,
which in many ceses were decorated with beaded designs. {Illustrated
in Wissler, 1902a, Plate L}.

Smell pouches: - Women end girls carried small pouches which were
- heavily headed and fringed. {Illustrated, Wissler, 1902a, Plate XL.}

hwl cases: The awls used for meking holes in skins while sewing
were carried in heavily beaded cases, {These are similar to the Black-
foot specimen illustrated in Wissler, 1910, Fig. 38, except the Teton
ones hsve closing fleps. '
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* TOBACCO, PIPES, AND SMOKING CUSTOMS
5%

Like most other Indian tribes north of Mexico, the Teton had al-
ready acquired tobacco when they first met white men; they were pipe
smokers, LeSueur in 170C noticed the Tetons' custom of "swallowing
their smoke." (Robinsom, 1904, p.46). Details of the Teton smoking
complex follow: : . . .

TOBACCO

Two species of tobacco appear %o have been used by the Plains
tribes aboriginally: Nicotisna guadrivelwvus Pursh, was cultivated by
the Manden, Hidatsa, Arikera, and possibly other Missouri River txribes,
and Nicotiena etienuate Torrey grew wild over the southern and central
Plains end was cultiveted in the north. {West, Part I, pp.63-6%; Maep,
Part II, Plate I; Gilmore pp.ll3-114, illustretion of guadrivelwvus,
Plate 27.} It is not certain whether the Teton themselves ever raised
fobaecco.

Smoking tobacco was mixed with the inner baerk of the willow (Salix
nigra) and sumse leaves {Rhus trilobata}. Dried laurel {Kalmis latifolia}
and the bark of the ironwood {Carpinus caroliniana} were substituted for
tobacce when that article was scarce., (Vest, p.107; Maximilian, Vel,

22, p.313; Parkman, p.240,} The term "kinnikinnick™ was applied not

" only to tobacco but also to-~ the mixtures and substitutes. (West, p.32).
White traders at an early period began to offer tobacco in bartering with
the Indiens and it became a very popular medium of exchange,

PIPES

Mr. G.A. West places the Teton in the region which he terms the
"Plains Pipe Area™ in which the simple elbow pipe and calumet were
used, {West, Part II, Meps 12, 14, and 15.) The use of the calumet he
perticularly identified with the Sicuan peoples west of the Great Lakes
{Ivid., p.357). Meximilian termed Dekota pipes "the most beautiful of
81l the North Americen Indians." (Maximilian, Vol. 22, p.321}.

Pipe bowls: The favorite material for Teton pipe bowls was catlin-
ite, a soft claystone named after George Catlin, who first broughi it
to the attention of mineralogists, It was teken from the famous quarry
in southwestern Mipnesota near the present town of Pipestone, Here the
outerop of catlinite ccecurs in & broad, shallow valley, the pipestone-
bearing stratum being only from 10 to 20 inches ir thickress but nearly
a mile long. Indian use of the quarry is believed to date back to rele-
“tively recent prehistoric times. According to tradition the site was a

neutrsl ground where warring tribes obimined pipestone together and in




SMOKING CUSTOMS 54

peace; but in the 19th century the Dakote claimed sole right to the
quarry, It is noteworthy that the site is located in the region ocou-
Pied by the Teton in 1700 and by the Eestern Dakote in later times.

{For detatled deseriptions and illustretions of the gquarry, see Catlin,
1876, Vol. 2, pp.160-187 and Plate 270; and Holmes' illustrated account.)

Catlinite is moft and could be finpely worked with stone tools.
Catiin describes the drilling of the bowl:

"...the Indian makes the hole in the bowl of the pipe, by
drilling into it & hard stick, shaped to the desired size,
with & quantity of sherp sand and water kept constantly in
the hole, subjecting him therefore to a very great labour
and t?e necessity of much patience. {Catlin, Vol. I,
p.234}.

Some pipe bowls were carefully carved into 1ife forms, and in later
years many were testefully inleid with pieces of metal,

-Pipe gtems: The broad, flat pipe stem was mede of ash wood
{Fraxinus pennsylvenice Marsh} {Gilmore, p.108). Catlin describes the
drilling of the stem heole:

Y...the stems are uniformly mede of the stalk of the
~young esh, which generally grows straight, end hes. a
small pith  through the c¢entre, which is easlly dburned
“out with a hot wire or a piece of hard wood, by a much
_slower process." {Catlin, Vol, I, p.235}.

Pipe stems were decorated with tufts of dyed horsehair and wound with
strips of dyed porcupine quills, {(Maximilien, Voi. 22, p.322}. The
sacred celumet bore featbers and other decoratlons. It should be noted
that the stem, nct the bowl, was considered the sacred part of the
Siouan celumet: {West, p.128).

{For illustrations of Dakote pipes, see Catiin, 1876, Vol. I,
Plate 98; West, Part I1I, Plates 178 £f; and McBuire, 1897.)
WHITE INFLUENCE ON PIPES
White traders menufactured catlinite pipes for sale to Indians or
te white souvenir hunters. Burnett estimated thet in 1892 not one per
cent of the pipes then being made were of Indian msnufacture {Holmes,

pe264).

The long, detechable stem of stone wes developed for the tourist
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SMOKING CUSTOMS

trade in the latter half of the 19th century (Wess; p.248),

OTHER SMOKING EQUIFPMENT

The elaborate pipe-and-tobacco bags'used by the Dakota, as well as
the strike~a-liht pouches in which the flint and steel for lighiing

purposes were carried, have been described in the sectianWork in Hides.

_ SMOKING CUSTOMS

Smoking was either & recreation or a sacred act for the Teton, de-~
pending upon circumstances, Catlin remarked that the ITndians were ex-
cessive smokers and that some of them "would seem to be amoking half
their lives.” {Catlin, Vol., I, p.234). The smoke wag generally inhaled

- {Maximtliasn, Vol. 22, p.313), It wes the custom for the host %o offer

the pipe to his visitors. In social smoking the pipe pessed from right
to left, but in the medicine smoke of reconciliation it passed from
left to right sround the circle (Parkman, p.233).

Cstlin mentions the use of the sacred cslumet:

"The calumet...is & sacred pipe, and never allowed
to be used on any other occasion than thet of peace making.... -

"The mode of solemnizing is by passing the sacred stem
to each chief, who draws one breath of smoke only through
it, thereby passing the most inviolable pledge that they can
possibly give, for the keepinz the peace., This secred pipe
is then carefully folded up, and stowed away in the chief's
lodge, until a similar cccasion calls it out to be used ina
similar manper,"™ (Catlin, Vol. I, p.235).

{See also lewls and Clark, Vol. I, p.167; Denig, p.446 £f; Mooney,
1896, pp.l062-1064; and Densmore, p.102, and Plate 14, describing the
use of the pipe in the Sun Dance of the Teton.)
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In the 0ld days, the Plains Indiens decorated many of their fune-
tionel articles wiih painted, quilled, or beaded designs, using both
decorative georetric and life forms. The Teton excelled in these arts.

Painting is probably the oldest of the Plains decorative techniques.
Many examples of Teton art possess e striking quality attained by compo-
sition of simple elements in line and color. Geometric painting was the
work of women, whereas men usuelly painted life forms.

The painter's "canvas™: The netive pesinter's Ycanvas"™ was usually
an animal hide -- buffalo, deer, elk, antelope, or horse in the early
days, and later, the domesticated cow, The meny articles made of hide
by the Teton--robes, tipi covers, parfleches and other hide conteiners,
tipi linings, shields, shirts, drum heads, and so on -- were frequently
painted with brightly colored abstract designs or life forms. :

Paints: The colors used in painting on hides wers principally
earth pigments. Shades of brown, red, and yellow, found in the form
of ferruginous cleys, were commonly employed. Red paint was scmetimes
made by treatingoyellow ocherous substance with heat, while earth and
charcoal were sources of black, There is doubt as to the Tetons!
possession of blue or green plgments before their associastion with
white men, Commercial colors were introduced at an early date, Mal-
lery listed the trade colers employed by the Plains Indiens sbout
1880: "Vermilion, red lead, chromate of lead (yellow), Prussismn blue,
chrome green, ivory black, und lemp black, Chinese white, and oxide
of zinc. All these are in the form of powder or in crude maesses,™
{(Mallery, 1886, p.221)., In the mid-nineteenth century the primary
colors, red, yellow, and blue, were preferred, with green next in or-
der. (See Mallery, 1893, pp.220-221; Densmore, p.116; Orcherd, 1918,
P.11.}

Preparation of cclors: Paints were ground to a powder in shallow
stone mortars and wmixed for application with a thin, gluey substance
obtained by boiling hide screpings or the tail of a beaver (Mallery,
1893, p.221}. This substance served to make the colors adhere io the
gkin surface and alsc increased the luminosity of the peint. In some
instances the color was simply combined with water, and the boiled mix-
ture applied as an overcoat %0 set the paint.

_ Color containers: Ummixed paints were kept in skin bags when not in
use, During the process of painting,hollow stones or a tortoise shell
served as & pelette {Standing Bear, 1931, p.126).
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Brushes: The Tetons' "brushes" werc made of bone, horm, or wood.
A favorite mesteriel wes the spongy, porous section of the buffalo's leg
bone. One edge of such s tovl was sometimes pointed for making fine
lines, while the side was commonly used for sprecading color over larger
surfaces, = Shorp, pointed pleces of willow or cottonwood, or mountsin
sheep horn also served for out lining forms. ‘The wooden pleces were
sometimes chewed to make a loose, fibrous brush. Msllery mentioned the
use ¢f tufts cf antelope hair tied to a stick in approximetion of a true
‘Yiair peint brush {Msllery, 1893,"p. £21}. “A separate brush was employ-
ed for each color., Thin pieces of bone with a sharp edge, or sharp-
pointed sticks, were used for outlining forms on the hide in preparation
for painting. Standing Bear mentlons the usse of a sort of ruler for '
making straight lines {Standing Bear, 1931, p.126}.

Tecknique of painting: The hide was stretched out on the ground
and the ertist knelt or 2rouched over it on his knees cor haunches.
Sometines in the cuase of representative painting, more than one artist
worked on ¢ single hide. Geometric patierns were first pressed into the
hide with & wooden or bone plece, end peint was epplied over them;
fipally glue sizing was put on over the paint es a fixative. On robes
of geometrical design, colorless glue sizing was often applied around
blocks oi color. Its levish use on hides as an outline for painted
forms set the colers off and produced very striking contrasis., This use
of sizing is never found on hides decorated only with life forms, (See
aulso Stending Bexr, 1931, pp.126-127,)

Decorative stvle: Yhile representetive --that is, 1ife —-Torms
were similaer in style, whether peinted on robes, tipi covers, shields,
or shirts, the pattern of geometric desisn was acdjusted to fit the form
of the article t¢ be decorsted. Thus, for example, the same patierns
were not used on both robes and parfleches.

Representative style: Teton representative painting deplets human
and znimal figures, usuelly in profile, in flat color, and withouti back-
ground. The warrior's desire %o represent his principal wer deeds on
‘hig buffelo robe or tipil cover accounts for the predominance of the
Tigures of horse and man on these objects. Counting coup on the enemy
and horse stecling were fovorite subjects. 1In spite of its importence
in Teton culture, the buffalo was rarely painted. Realism seemed but
slight incentive to the Teton peinter. His figures at best were decer-
ative rather than reelistic, and hie cholce of color was motivated by
aestheiic rather than reaslistic considerations. A blue, green, or
purple horse, for example, is upknmown in neture, but it is not at sll
unconmon in Teton painiing. '

Figures were usually drawn in outline and filled in with solid
colors, Favorite ocutline colors were brown and blsck; blue was less
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commonly used. Complex problems of perspective were evceided by repre-
senting figures in . side view profile; consequently, figures in front or
threequarters view are rere, Actlon, too, was stylized: horses in
action generelly have both fore lega extending frontward and both hind
legs rearwerd. .

Through the years there waes a development of forms from rather
crude types of horse and human figures in the early years of the '19th -
century to a wall drawn hiahlv stvlized type of re‘nresentation common
among the Teton in the aecond half of the century. It does not appear
thet this development was due to White influence; nor is that influence
indicated in the cholce of subject matter, Subjects remained the same
from the sarly yesrs of the centwry until arter the Teton were confined
on reservations.

{An excellent example of a robe painted with life forms is illustra-
ted in color in Hall, 1926a; see also Krieger, 1930, and Yatter, 1927.}

GBOMEITRIC PATTERNS

Robes: Two pnttermsof Sicuan geometric palnting on robes afe common
in musetm collections: a woman's robe pattern {1llustrated in Mexim
milian's Atlas, Plate 42, and Wissler, 1802a, Fig. 83; also Densmore,
Plete 5); and a man's {illustreted in Maximilien's Atlas, Plate 50,

and Wissler, 1902a, Plate XiVI)}. Both these patterns were elready well

developed in 1834 anﬁ continued to be painted in early reservation days
¢n hides of the domssticated COW, . :

Perfleches: The rectangular fleps of parfleches were painted with
geometric decorations mede up of simple elements produced by & continu-
ous subdivision of the srea, the design always maintaining at least a
bilateral symmetry on the long dimension and, in most cases, s quadri-~
lateral symmetry on both long and short axes. {See exsample, Plate 9,
this paper, See amlsc drawings cof parfleche designs in Spler, 1931, and
Wissler, 1902a,}

Tipi covers: The earliest mention of Western Dakote painted tipis
{es well as painted buffalc rodes} detes from the lewis and Clark Ex-
~pedition in 1804 ({Lewis and Clark, Vol. 1, p.128). Details of painted
tipl decorations are, however, scerce, It seems from obssrvations of

~ o

several tipi models, and the 1llustratiouns of painted tipis ip Dorsey
{1894}, that horizontal, banded areas of color were used near the base
‘and top of the tipi, the central portion being reserved for cult symbols
or the record of the tipi owner's war deeds. ({(See alsc Standing Bear,
1931, pp.127-128,} :

il
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Tipi linings: The singie painted tipi lining of Sioux origin
seen by the writer bore representative figures rather than gecmetric
decorations., It was painted by Pretty Hawk in 1864 and portrays his
deeds of bravery.

Shleldg: The circular form of the shield, and the fact that it
was carried in e set posttion, influenced painters t¢ consider the
shield as a circuler, decorative field lending itself %o the grouping
of figures sbout & central point or to a bilaterally symmetrical ‘com-
position divided on the verticel axis. Teton shield paintings were
sometimes entirely geometric (See Wissler, 1907, Figs. 2, 7, and 9},
but these protective shield decorations more ofter incliuded mythical
or real enimels. {See Wissler, 1907, Figs. 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8 and Plates
V and VII.) :

Peintingg on introduced materials: The white man introduced ad-
ditionel materials on which paintings were sometimes made in the late
years of the 19th centwry. The canvas tipis and tipi linings which
replaced those of buffel o hide continued to be thus ornamented., War
deeds were sometimes painted on separate pieces of the seme fabric,
{Some of these are illustrated in Demsmore.) During this period,
army officers and other white visitors sometimes collected on paper
or in little note-bocks samples of native drawings and paintings.

QUILIMORK

Another decoretive technique of the Teton, aborigimal in originm,
was that of porcupine-quill embroidery. This techmique also was no#
peculier to the Teton, or even to the Plains tribes., It waes elmost
universal throughout Canade and the United States east of the Rockies.

The Quills: 'Porcupine hunting was man's work. One method was
to trace a porcupine up a tree by means of the marks of gnawed berk
and dislodge it with bow snd arrow or gun, Another method was to dig
the porcupine out of its burrow. The animel was wrapped in a soft-
tenned skin to prevent its escape.

The quills were sometimes plucked from the living enimals; in any
case, this operation was performed before removing the skin, Four
sizes of quills were recognized and graded: (1} the lergest and
soersest were from the tail, and were ussd in broad masses of em-
broidery, where a large surface was tc be covered, or for wrappings
for club handles, pipe-stems and fringes; (2) the next size was from
the back; (3) & still smeller size was from the neck; {4} the finest
were from the belly, end were used in the most delicate lins work.
After grading, the wvarious sizes were kept in separate containers made
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from the bladder of an elk or'a buffele. The hair was singed off and
the snimal cooked for eating after the quills had been extracted
{Orchard, 1916, p.6}.

The colors: The quills were dyed by boiling them with selected
plent materials, Orchard obiained the followipg information on the
sources of aboriginal colors: for red, the buffale berry was preferred;
for biack, wild grapes; for yellow, the wild sunflower snd the cone
flower, Blue was unknown to the Dakote in early days.

The white $rader introduced aniline dyes which soon replaced the
native dye stuffs listed above {Orcherd, 1916, pp.6-9),.

Equipment used in quillwork: Quills were kept in pouches of elk-
or buffslo-bludder. A bone merxer was used for tracing the designs on
the leather surface to be quilled, Awis of bone or meial served for
meking holes in the leather, while sinew strendsg fastened the quills
t0 the lemther. A knife wes employed to cut the quills, Quill flat-
teners of bone or antler were sometimes used, but the embroiderer prob-
ably more often flettened the quills by simply holding one end between
the teeth and drawing the thumbnail, pressed tightly, lengthwise of the
quilil., ({Orcherd, 1816, pp.9-10; illustrations of Sioux quill worker's
equipment, Plates IV and V.)

Sinew from the back of the deer or buffalo was used for thread.
It was moistened, one end twisted between the thumb and forefinger, and
then allowed to dry. The point thus made would 3351ly follow an ewl-
hole in the leather {Orchard, 1916, p.1l).

Quillwork technigues: The types of stitches usged, methods of spli-
cinz quills, of embroidering, wrapping, and so on, are described by
Orchard {1916, pp.l1l f£f.}, with numerous line illustrations, Wissler
and Orchard found that itwo techniques were primarily used on the Sioux
specimens in the Americen Museum: a plaiting technique, used on flat
surfaces {Wissler, 1910, Fig. 19 and p.62), and a wrapping technique,
used on fringes, bands, and lacines (Ibid., Pig. 20, and p.62, There
are illustrations of a Cheyenne woman working on a moccasin =-orpp.
P.160-- and using a smoother on quills~— o0pp. p.64—— in Grinnell, 1924,
Vol.I.)

Materials quilled: GQuillwork was done by the women. They applied
such embroidery to flat surfaces or, as already indicated, wrapped the
quills about fringes, bends, and lacings. In either cese the foundation
surfece was leather, -

Twe excellent examples of Teton quilliwerk are illustrated in full
ceclor in Sydow, Plate XIX. One is a cradle, the other & tobacce pouch.

N -
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DESIGNS USED IN BEAD AND QUILL EMBROIDERY
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Other materlals quilled, together with references to illustrations
of specimens reproduced in line or halftone, are mentioned in the feol-
lowing sources:

Moccasins: Orcherd, 1916, Plate VIII; Wissler, 1902e, Plates 38,
39, 54, - Robes: Orchard, 1916, Plate VIII; Wissler, 1902a, F ig. 81. -
Pipe stems: Orchard, 1916, Piate XVI, - Saddle blenkets: Wissler,
1902a, Fig. 78. - Soft bags: Wissler, 1902a, F ig. 77; Wissler, 1927b,
Fig.27. - Pipe-and-tobacco-bags: Wissleér, 1902a, Plate 5%. - C(radles:
Wissler, 1902a, Fig. 79, - Men's ghirts: Krieger, 1928, Plete 2Z3; Wiss-
ler, 1902a, Plate 53.

Deslen motives in guillwork: See general discussion of quillwork
and veadwork below; alsc, Plate 9 b.

BEADHORK

Beadwork among the Teton must noi be considered as a whelly inde-
pendent decorative technique --the glass beads intreduced by fur traders
merely supplanted poreupine quills, The materials embreoidered, and to
a considerable extent the techniques and designs, remained the same as
for quillwork, As the 19th century passed, quill embroidery began to
disappeer and beaded designs remained, The ease with which beads could
be gecured and the simplieity of applying them were in their favor, As
& result, quillwork virtually disappeared in the late 19th century,
whereas some beadwork is dome for the tourist trade even today. '

Beads: Beads are among the oldest articles used by white men in
trade with the Indisns, Those made in Venice were favered by early
traders, but American-made beads were soon available. It is of in-
terest to note that one of the oldest factories in America was estaeb-
lished at Jamestown, Virsginia, in 1622, for the menufacture of glass
beads for the Indian trade.

The most common type of bead used in embroidery by the Teton was
the smsll Mseed™ beAd' s flattened globular piece ranging in size from
about one-gsixteenth to one~eighth inch in diameter.

There was an almost uniimited range in colors, but biright red, bdlue,
yellow, green, and opeque white were preferred {Orchard, 1929, pp.82-
85} . ' '

Equipment used in beadwork: The bends were originally strung on &
piece of sinew --later, on white man's thread -—and sewed down to the
skin ~-loter cloth-material ‘through holes made by an awl ar & metal
needle,

W T - -
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Beadwork techniques: Orcherd distinpuishes two fundemental tech-
niques of epplying bead embroidery: (1} the “overlaid® or "spot"
stitch, by which the thresded beads, leid in the desired position, are
sewed to the materiel by an overlaid stitch between each two or three
veads {described and illustrated in Orcherd, 1929, pp.128-128}; and (2}
the "lazy" stitch, by which beads are avplied in & series of bands of
transverse strings of beads, usuelly about 10 to 12 beads in each line
{described end illustrated in Orchard, 1939, p.129). Both of these
stitches were used by the Teton.

Materials beaded: The fouﬁdations were, for the most part, the saue
as those to which quilled decorstions were earlier applied. References
to photographs of bead-worked specimens follow:

Moccasins: Wissler, 1902a, Plates 38, 39, 52, 54, - Vomen's
end girlst dresses: Wissler, 1902a, Plates 44 and 45. - Women's
small pouches: Wicsler, 1902a, Plate 40, - Strike-a~light pouches:
Wisaler, 1902a, Plate 41. - Pipe~ and-tobscco bags: Wissler, 1902a,
Plates 42, 43, 47, 48, 55, and ¥igs. 99, 1006. - Women's leggings:
Wissler, 1902, Plate 51, - Men's vests: Wissler, 1902a, Plate 56, =-
Knife cases: Wissler, 1902e, Plate 59, - Paint bags: Wissler, 1902a,
Plate 50, - Navel ammlets: Yizsler, 1902a, Fig. 76. - Credlest
Ericgor, 1928, Plnts 27, '

DESIGKS IN CQUILILYWORK AND SADNORK

The larger surfaces decorated with guill or bead embroidery were
usually treated as monochrome backgrounds for designs made up of small,
simple elements, In the beadwork of the carly days the backgrounds were
usually light blue; in thst of the lste 19th century and the present cen-
tury these backgrounds have generally been white,

Professor Kroeber has portrayed ths most common Plains design ele-
ments used in quill apnd dead embroidery (Kroeber, 1908, Filg. 1; re-
printed in Wissler, 1927b, Fig. 46}, Of thcese the Sioux uged most fre-
qrently these indicated on the cut ss ¢, d, e, £, g, and h. Elements au
and b were less commonly used, while 1, j, k, 1, m, end n werec gener-
&8lly lecking in Sioux embroidery {Xroeber, 1908, pp.153-154, See also
Plate No. 9%, this paper.)

Wissler has portreoyed the most common eclements in  Sioux becdwork
. {Wissler, 1902a, Fig. 71. Reproduccd in this paper, Plate No. 9b).

For further information on Sioux erbroidery in quills and beads,
see: Yissler, 1902a (gensral); Wissler, 1916 {(use on artieles of cloth-
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ing) ; Wissler, 1927a (moccasin decoration); Wissler, 193la {general _
beadwork}; Lyford; Boas, 1927 {general}; Krieger, 1930 (general}, ¥

SYMBCOLISM

It was & common custom for Sicux workers in quill and bead em-
troldery to give names te thelr design elements.  These names must not
‘be intérpreted as meaning that the .individunl designs were intended to
be conventionslizations of those forms in nature that heve the same names.
Actually, the same form of design was sometimes given varlous names by
different individuulsg, end different individusls sometimes gave the seme
neme to quite different forms. There was, therefore, no tribal system
of symbolism for abstract forms in decorative art, {See Wissler, 1902a,
anc Boas, 1978,)




XVIIiX

GAMES AND AMUSEMENTS

The Teton Dekota did not want for pleaadnt'way_s of passing their
leisure hours -~ they pleyed games, to0ld stories, sang, and denced.

GAMES | ;

A considerable number of gemes of sXill or chance i'cr nersons of all
ages and both sexes were known to the Teton. Dorsey describes over fifty
children's games alone (Dorsey, 1891). 4&n exhibit showing how seversl g
games were pleyed would interest the museum visitor. TFive typical Teton :
games, with respeciive illustreted references to their rules and equip-

v ment, are given herewith'
The Dice Game: (Culin. PD. 1’79-182)
The Moccasin Guessing Game: {Culin, pp.564-355)
The Hoop-end-Pole Geme: {Culin, pp.503-508).
Shinny: {Culin, pp.637-639).

- Archery: (Culin, pp.391-393, givaa details).

Descriptions of other Teton games mey be found in Culin, Meeker,
Walker (1905). and Dorsey {1891}, .

- FOLK LORE

The Teton possessed g large body of myths end legends handed down
by word of mouth from generation to generation. Many of these were eni- |
mel teles dealing with real or imaginery creatures and expleining the !
origin of netural phenomena., OSuch tales were not peculier o the Teton.
Many were shared with surrcunding tribes, erd some were widely distributed
throughout North America., The releting of these stcries was s pleesant
pestime, and it was s duty of the elders to keep the legends slive, {See
Dorsey, 1889¢, and Wissler, 1905 and 1907a.)

MISIC AND DANCING

Music waes mede by singing, with rattle, whistle, drum,or flute, i
Many songs were suited to perticular occasions, There were songs for
war or the hunt, for love-making, heellng the sick, mourning the deed,
for ceremonies, games, or dences. {See Densmore's Teton Sioux Music.)

Rattles: Densmore illustrates and describes three types of rattle:
{1} a gourd (Plate 32); (2} & rawhide receptacle {Plete 45); {3} dew
claws (Plate 46). The second type is mentioned and illustrated by Catlin.
It was of rewhide, with pebbles inside {Catlin, Vol. 1, p.242, and Plate
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1013, Fig. 4).

Whistles: Densmore illustrates a number of bone whistles which
had different uses {Figs. 21, 23, 30, 39, end Blates 18 end 61}. Catlin
mentioned a war whistle having two notes, one for battle, the other %o
sound retreat {Catlin, Vol. 1, p.242, and Plate 101%, Fig. h),.

Drums: Drums were of the single-hesded, tanbourine type, with raw-
hide cover, {beaten with a kind of rattlc), or the taller keg type, with
two rawhide heeds. {Catlin, Vol. 1, p.242, Plate 101%, Fig. ¢). Dens-
more illustrates a single-headed drum and stick {Plates 38 and 39).

Flute: Catliin mentions the use of a "flute", vlown at the end end
fingered on holes, of which there were from three 4o six in the side
{Catlin, Vol. 1, D.243, and Plate 101%, Fig. g).

Dances: The Teton had a number of social dances in the early years
of the present century; most of them, however, proved to have been de-
rived from other tribves within the memory of natives then living {These
dances are described by Densmore, pp.468-482, with illustrations, and
Wissler, 1916, p. 75 ff). Nevertheless, social dencing was amold Teton
custom, Lewis and Clark mentioned the dancing of Teton whom they visi ted
in 1804 {Lewis and Clerk, Vol. 1, pp.130,169), and Catlin dsscribed the
dancing of the Western Dakote in the 1830's {Catlin, Vol. 1, pp,244-245),

For museum purposes, some of the special dences would be more im-
pressive: for example, the great Sun Dence, the Beggar's Dance, the Bear
Dance, or the Scalp Dance. {(For the Sun Dance, see section on ™Religion,"
this paper,)

The Bear Dance: This event occurred on geveral successive days
before a party set ocut on & beasr hunt., The chief medicine man wore an
entire bear skin, other dancers wore bear-head masks, amd 21l imitated
the animelts aections. ({Catlin, Vol. 1, p.244, Plate 102},

The Beggar's Dance: This was given by the young men of the tribe to
solicit contributicns for the needy. The dance, &s noted by Catlin in
the 1830's, is described by him in Vol. 1, p.245; and ifllustrated in Plate
103. It was still practiced in 1931. {See 4lso Densmore, pp.481-482,
and Mekeel, 1936, p.12.)

The Scalp Dance: Dancing by torch light, the participsnts celebrated
a victory in war by brandishing their wespons and bossting of their prow-
ess. Several young women stood in the center of the circle with enemieS’
scelps reised on poles, while the warriors distorted their faces, shouted,
and jumped simultaneously on both feet. (Catlin, Vol. 1, p.245, and
Plate 104},




AIX

LANGUAGE AND COMMUNICATION OF IDEAS oc

The Plains Indians lacked a written language, but their methods
of communicating ideas were nevertheless many and varied, and by no mesans
limited to oral conversation. Their use of the sign language, picturs
writing, and a variety of methods of signaling with objects are subjects
which can well be graphicelly interpreted .

Oral lapgusge: The Silouan languege, & dialecét of which was used by
the Teton, was spoken by & considerable number of the Plains tribes
{Assinivoine, Crow, Dakota, Hidatea, Iowz, Kensa, Mendan, Misscuri, Omahs,
Osege, Cto, and Ponce). The dialeetir differences within the lapgusge
were considersble, however, angd, from the point of view of praciical com-
runication, most important. The Teton could converse with the other Da-
kota groups and to some extent with the Assiniboine, for instance. How-
ever, the differences between Teton and Crow were too great i¢ meks prac-
tical conversation pogsible, There were nevertheless many individuals in
neighboring tribes who could speak the Teton dialect to some extent.
Clerk has stated: "To such an extent is the languege used in the inter-
communication by tribes that it mry be considered the court language of
the ?orthern nations.™ {(Clark, p.343; Wissler, 1927b, pp.139-143; Boas,
1911}, '

The sign language: A sign language consisting of certain formelized
manuel pestures wes used by the Teton and the Plains Indians generally
for commnication between groups speaking different langusges, and between
members of the same itribe, and for communicating &t a great distance or
under conditions where the sound of the voice was undesireble, This me-
dium was useful to white traders in communiceting with many tribes of
Indieng, OStansbury mentions & conversation carried on entirely with
signs hetween Bridger and some QOglala near Fort Laremie in 1849, The
communication lasted more than an hour, with couplete understanding on
both sides {S8iansbury, p.254).

Mallery (1881} compiled s dictionary of Plains Indiesn signs, des-
criptions of signs used for tribal names, sample conversations, and so
forth, illustrated with many line cuts. (See also ¥W. P, Clark.)}

Picture writing: ‘The Teton, like other Plains tribes, conveyed
ideas by means of pictures peinted on hide. Two principal varieties of
these pictures may be mentioned: {1} The winter count, in which e cal-
endar record of the years was kept in terus of pictures, each one symbol-
izing a significent event of one winter, Such pictorial calendars seem
to have been limited to the Dakots and Kiowa tribes. (See description and
illustretions in Mallery, 1877, 1886, and 1893; Mooney, 1898.) (2) Pic-
tures painted on robes or tipi covers symbolized the brave deeds of the
warrior who wore ‘the robe or cccupied the tipi. In the early days the
forms used were simply suggestive rather than realistic., The styvle of
this pictorial shorthand was well understood by members of the tribe, so
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they could interpret the number end importance of the gccompliShments by -
cbserving the pictures {See Mallery, 1886 and 1893},

Signaling with objects: It was customary to convey knowledge to
those at & distance by reans of signals. Some of these are described
below: '

{1) Smoke signals could be seen from a distance of 20 to 50
miles. A smell fire was built, over which green grass or wéeds were placed
to amother the fire end create & denae smoke, The robe or blanket wes
spreaed over the pile to confine the smoke, ithen, by repidly displacing the
blanket, the operator could regulate the discharge of a column of smoke in
such a mennér to convey different meanings to his distant allies, {See
G.A, Custer, pp.l87, 217; and Mallery, 1881, pp.536-537.}

(2) Blanket signals were given by the scouts on buffaio huhts
te indicate to the main party that buffelo hed been sighted. There were
also other blenket signels, {See Mallery, 1881, p.532 ff, and illusira-
tion, Fig. 337.) :

{3) Horse signels were used to convey to distent companions the
discovery of geme or epemies,  ‘The horse was rapidly ridden hack and forth
or in & circle. (See Mallery, 1881, pp.533-534, and illustration, Fig. 338.)

{4} Mirror signals were used by the Sioux on bright days.
{Mallery, 1881, p.D36.)

. {5) Dust signels, mede by throwing handfuls of dust in the
air, were used 10 signify the discovery of an enemy or game. {Mallery,
1881, p.541.) _

Feathers as_symbols of achievement: By the number and position of
feathers in the hair of a warrior, the number and kind of brave deeds were
told. {See section on "Warfareth)
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POLITICAL AND SOCIAL ORGANIZATICN
g8

The political end sccial orgenization of the various Teton Dakota
groups were not identical in deteil; nor are these subjects susceptidble
to facile interpretation in mmseum exhibits. Nevertheless, the techni-
cien or ertist employed in planning and preparing iteams interpreting
Teton culture should have s generel idea of these subjects.

Politicael Relations Between the Dskote Tribes: The Dakota recogniz-
ed as "The Seven Council Fires,™ the prinery divisions, Mdewakanton,
Wahpeton, '‘shpekute, Sisseton, Yankton, Yankitoneil, and Teton. These di-
visions were politicelly independent, but did not make war on one
another. At ons time they camped together, the four eestern groups in
four concentric circles, with Yankton, Yanktonai, end Teton errdanged
likxewise In three, Dorsey bellieved these seven divisions represented
seven original Dekota gentes (Ses Dorsey, 188%a, 1889b, end 1897).

Relations between the Teton groups: Dorsey believed the seven
Teton groups to be developed from the original Teton gens. Each of these
in turn developed gentes, and some of the latter sub-zentes {Dorsey,
1889b), There was no central Teton government, Esch of the seven groups
had its camp circle, with each gens its locaticn in the circle, the num-
ber of gentes differing with each group {(See Dorsey, 1897, pp.219-221,
for diagrsms of cemp circles of several groups}.

Government: The details of Teton government are availsble only for
a few 0Oglala sub-groups. Wissler describes the organization of one of
these sub-groups as it existed in reservation dsys. This may be brief-
1y summarized: :

The Chiefs*® Society was composed of the majority of the effi-
cient men of 40 years and ¢lder. It elected its own metbers and also:

The Seven Chiefs, who held office for life, The position was
often hereditary inasmuch as it was customary for a son or relative of e
former chief to be elected to the office. The chiefs delegated their
powers to:

The Four "Shirt-Wearers," or councilors, who also served for
life, but could resign at ony tirme. They might or wight not be members
of the Chiefs' Society, but the seven chiefs themselves were not eligible
to this positicon, On investment with office the imcumbenis were given &
speeiel hair-fringed shirt; hence the name "Shirt-Wearers." They were
supreme councilors and exscutives, cherged with cering for the generel

welfare of the group.

The Four Yaskicun were officers elected by the Seven Chiefs -
often assisted by the Four Shiri-Wearers and the whole Chiefs'! Society -




POLITICAL AND SOCIAL ORGANIZATICN 69
tc organize and contrel the camp. 'They held office for one year, though
usually two or three were re-elected at the spring encempment, The
Viekicun appointed two orderliaes, a herslid, and: :

Two Head Akiclite, These last in turn selected two others to serve
with them as heads of the camp police orgenization, Jeintly they select-
ed eight or ter men to act as:

Akicita, the camp police or marshals, whose duties were to keep or-~
der in the camp, overses the buffalc hunt, prevent murder, or punish
nurderers. They served one year.

The organization thus provided for = sgeriss of permanent officers
and a series of temporary officers chosen for a yearly period by the
permanent group. It is possible thet the office of chief is of post-
White origin, and thet the original government was vested in the Wekicun.

The democracy of the system is aspparent, Parkman wes lmpressed with
the limited power of the chiefs and the muthority of the "soldiers™
(Akicite), who "could venture without risk to their lives to strike or
lay hands upon the meenest of their people." (Parkman, pp.136, 235}.
Lew?s and Clerk mention the Teton "soldiers" in 1804 {Vol. 1, pp.l68,
171).

For details of political orgsnizetion, see Wissler, 1912, pp.7-12.
On 20th-century changes in political orgenizetion on Pine Ridge Reserva-
tion, see Mekeel, 1932, '

POLI&TCAL CRGANTZATION AND RELATIONS WITH THE GOVERNMENT

Government relations with the Teton were based upon the theory thsat
the chiefs were the importent native officers whe could decide matters
of policy, make treeties, and cede land, for their people as 1f they
were unlimited despots, This, of course, was not the case, and mis-
understendings ard bdbroken tresties resulted in the second half of the
19%th century.

Social Oreganization: The Teton had the gens type of organization;
that is, descent was reckoned in the male line. Picturesque aspects of

Teton society that might conceivably be objectified in a museum are the
sororate and mother-in-lsw avoldance.

For further details on social organization, see Wzlker, 1914; and
Spier, 1925b,
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. THE LIFE CYCLE ;
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A brief summery of the important events or pericds in the life of
the Teton Dakote men and woman from birth to death is given below:

BIRTH

The ‘wife usually, if convenient, went to reside with her family .
for the birth of her bLaby. Her women reletives attended her in child~
birth. The event was announced in the village by a crier, and the
father often gave swsy a horse 1o celebrate 1% (Standing Bear, 1933,
pp.1}, 117-119},

INFANCY

The baby was placed in & eradle which waes carried on the mother's
back or sscurely set up on end while she was occupied with her warious
tesks. In moving cemp, it could be placed on the travols.

Stending Bear mentions the neming ceremony which took place a .few
days after a child's birth, and the ceremony of piercing the baby's
ears that was held during the Sun Dance period. On both these occasions
the father might give awny horses (Stending Bear, 1933, pp.ll-12).

CHILDHOOD

The c¢hild was taught manners and morals by its fether and mother,
learning early the Teion virtues of courage, industiry, and generosity.
As = boy grew older he learned to meke and use the bow and arrow, to
ride skillfully and toc hunt. On approaching adolescence, he was taken
on a Wwar party to assist with the menial tasks and to learn the arts of
war, The girl was teught to dress skins, make clothes, repare food,
care for the tipi,and to perform the meny other women's tasks. (See
Stending Bear, 1931, for an sccount of his own Oglale boyhood, writtan
with simple charm.)

T™E HUNKA CEREMONY

The most important event in the life of the Dekota child was the
Hunka Ceremony, Dy which he or she acquirsd an clder person for a per-
sonal helper and guasrdian, Standing Bear was nine years old when this
ceremony wes performed for him, epd his fether gave horses awey in
honor of the occasion. (Standing Bear, 1933, pp.27-32, and Densmore,
Pp.68-77, describe the ceremony in detail. The latter has illustrations.)
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COURTSHIP AND MARRIAGE

The Teton beeu was shy and reticent, speaking to the girl of his
choice from under his blanket in moments when she might be somewhai
epart from others. Elopements were sowmetimes resorted to but were gen-
erally frowned upon - it was better that the couple go at once to the
femily of the young man. There were neither ceremony nor vows, and
only mutuael consent formed the basis of the merriage.

LT e

Divorce was & simple matter for either party, but it was not common.
The marrisge could be dissolved by mutual consent if the wife was quarrel-
some with her husband's relatives, lezy or unfaithful; or if the husband
was cruel, unfaithful or cowerdly.

Good providers might have several wives - often sisters -~ who lived
together in the seme tipi, or hed sepsrate tipis. The demands of the
fur trade for many hands to dress the hunter's skins encouraced nolygamy
in the late 18th and early 19%th centuries,

For details of courtship snd merriage customs of the Teton, see
Standing Bear, 1933, pp.98-117,

DEATH /ND BURIAL

The dead were usually placed in trees, on a scaffold, or buried on
& hizh hill, The individuals, aceerding to Maximilian, expressed their
choice ",..whether they will be buried, or be placed on & stare, or in a
tree," {(Maximilian, Vol. 2%, p.327. See alsc illustrations of methods
of burial in Bushnell, 1927; and Msximilian's Atlas, Plate 44.) Cuil-
bertson implies that the aged were comacnly abandoned on the prairie
(p.llB}J and Stansbury mentions Tinding, laid cut on the ground inside
tipis, bodles of individuals who hed died in 1849 of the cholera. It
appears that their relstives, feuring the discaese, had left them with-
out the usual burial (Stansbury, p.43).

The dead warrior's favorite horse was kilied, =znd his arms, clothing,
pipe, or other personal effects were pluced nzar the decsased {Dorsey,
188%¢, p.l44; Bracketi, p.470).

Xt was the custom for a men tc mourn the loss of a deur cns by giving
away possessicns. Sometimes a men gave away everything he owned, loaving
himself utterly poverty-stricken. This custom is still chserved by the
Teton in the White Clsy District on Pine Ridge Reservation (ﬂeku‘l
1936, p.12).
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Brackett desceribes Toeton mourning customs as observed at Red Cloud
Agency in 1876:

"{The man}, for many days holds no communicetion with
anvene, but sits bowed down with grief, and alone. He bears
his scrrow in silence. Tho squaws, on the other hand, howl
and meke the mest dismal sounds, tearing their hair, and
grshins thair bodies with knives. I have seen scme Indians
whoe oven eut off the Joints of their fingers in the excess ¢f
thelr grief. When Red Dcg's stn died in Merch, 1872, he set
veside the body the whele ésy, noked, with his flesh cut and
slashed, and blecd running from cvery wound.," {Brackett, p.470).
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Among the Teton therc wers a number of men's societies which, if
the anslogy 1s not cerried too far, may be compared to the modern white
men's lodges or fraternel orgenizations. It was the purpose of all the
gocieties to enhance the soelial and fraternal relations of the members,
and to perform certain charitable acts, : '

That such societics are of some antiquity among the Toton is attest-
ed by Lewis and Clark's mention of their existence in 1804 {Lewis and
Clerk, Vol. 1, p.130). :

The Teton societles differed from those of some of the neighboring
Plains tribes, however, in thet they were not ago-graded organizations;
that a man could belong te several et the same time; and that there were
no corresponding women's orgenizations.

¥Wissler, from his investigetions among the Oglale on Pine Ridge
Reservetion, believed he obtained information on ell the ment's asoci-
eties in existence among the Oglale during the preceding 100 years
{Wissler, 1912}. He divides the QOglale sccieties into three groups:

(1) The Akicite Societies: These were made up of gble-
bodlied young men who might be ealled into ekicite service.
A society as B body might be given this honor {See "Akicita®

" in section on "Politicel Organizetion”, this paper). The
akicita sccieties referred to by Wissler are: Kit Fox So-
ciety (pp.14-23}; Crow Owners {pp,23-2B)}; Braves (pp.23-31};
Badgers {pp.31-32); Sotka {pp.33-34); Wic'iske {pp.34-36);

{2) The Headmen's Societies; mads up for the most
paert of older men who did not perform akicite service, wsre:
The Chiefs! Society {pp.35-41}; Ska Yuha (n.41); Miwatni (pv.
. 41-48); Omaha {pp.48-52};

{3} The War Socleties; mede up of sble-bodied warriors
who vied with one another for war honors, were: Dog {pp.52-54);
Biotaunka (pp.54-61); Sotke Tanke (pp.61-62).

Each of the men's societies had its own songs, dances, parapher-

nalia, and ceremonies.
Wissler lists the following common characteristics of the Oglals
men's socleties:

{1} All were assumed to have originetzd in mystic ex-
periences of shamans, as & result of which certain medicine
ettributcs were associnted with various rituals,
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(2) All had from two to four leaders of equal rank,
supported by a definite number of officers or ¢councilors.

{3) With ome or twc possible exceptlons, all selected
their members in secret meetings.

(4) No women were admitted, except a few to assist
in the singing,

{5} All were independent in that membership in one was
not a stepping stone to eny other soclety.

(6) Age quelifications were similar, except thet boys
and very young men rarely were taken inte the Chiefs! or
Ske Yuha orgenizations (Wissler, 1912, pp.62-63).

Densmore gives some descriptions of the men's societies she found
among the Teton on Standing Rock Reservations OShe ment ions the Fox,
Crow Owners, Strong Heart {Wissler's "Braves"}, Badger, and Miwantani
organizations (Sce Densmore, pp.311-328, which include & number of il-
lustrations of society paraphernalie).

I
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'MEDICINE AND CURING

The Teton Dekote had a number of home remedies to relieve their
eches and pains and cure their minor allments. They also were experts
et curing wounds, but whep faced with & very serious therapeutic
problem, they called upon the medicine man,

For abdominel pains: The flowers and leaves of the horsemint were
boiled together to make a drinmk {Gilmore, p.1ll).

For cold in the head: The dried rcot of the purple mallow having
been corminuted end fried, the smoke was inheled (Gilmore, p.103).

For colic and dysentery: A concoction of leaves of the Parosels
aurea was teken (Gilmore, p.94).

For constipation: The bark of the root of the Kentucky coffee-
tree wag dried end mixed with water, pulverized, and used as a rectal
injection. It was said to0 be an infallible remedy (Gilmore, p.89).

For consumption: The root of Psoralesn ténuiflora Pursh was boiled
with other roois T@ilmore, p.93).

_ For cough: The rootstock of the calamus {Acorus calamus L.}, was |
chewed (Gilmore, p.70). |

For fever: A decoction of *the sbove plant was drunk, or thé root
of the wild four o'clock was boiled to make a drink {Gilmore, pp.70-78}.

For intestinal_pains: The fruits of wild hops were steeped to meke
a drink {Gilmore, p.77}.

For irregular menstrustion: The lii{tle wild sage plent was taken
internally in the form of a decoction (Gilmore, p.134).

For stomech ache: The leaves of the wild verbena were boiled %o
make & drink {Gilmore, p.lil}.

For toothache: The roots of the wild licorice or calamus were chewed
{Gilmore, pp.70, 92}.

Maximilian remarked: ".,.the Siocux do not understand the trestment
of diseases, but generally cure wounds very well...." {Vel. 22, p.327}.
The netives were helpless against such scourges as the smallpox, ven-
ereal diseases, and cholera, brought into the Plains by the Whites, In
reservation days tuberculosis developed and could not be checked by
netive means,
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MEDICINE MHEN

Medicine men became such as the result of dreems in which they re-
celved instructions on the treatment of specific allments. ZFEach men
treeted only the illpmess for which his dream gave the remedies; many

therefore were gpecialists.

The aick were treated by the use of sacred stones,by conjuring,
or administering herbs. A men might use more then one method, but he
wes best known for the cone he used most.

For descriptions of the work of Teton medicine men, see Densmore,
Pp.208-283, This source includes portraits of medicine men and illus-
trations of sacred stones {Plates 29 and 30); a medicine man's rattle
{Plate 32}; medicine bogs {Plates 33, 34, 35, apd 36); & aplint and
netted deer hair used in treating fractures (Plate 37); medicine men's
drui end drumstick {Plates 38 and 39); end & pecklace worn when treat-

ing the sick (Plate 41}.
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The popular notion that the Plains Indisns worshipped a Great
Spirit corresponding closely to our conception of & God is erroneous.
Nevertheless, the Dekote recognized certain supernatursl powers.

"The Dakois use & term 'waken %tenka' vhich seams to
moan, the greatest sacred ones, The term has of ten been
rondered as the great mystery, but this is not quite corrcct.
It is true that enything streng= and mysterious is pronounced
wekar, or as having attridbutes analogous to wekan tanka; but
this seems to mean supernatural. The fact is, as demon-
strated by Dr. J. R, Walker, that the Dakota do recognize
a kind of hierarehy in which the Sun stands first, or as one

f the waken tanks, Of almost zqual rapk is the Sky, the
Eurth, and the Rock. Rext in order is another group of
four, the Moon (female}, Winged-one, Wind, and the

*Medistor' {female)}, Then come inferior beings, the buffalo,
bear, the four winds, and the whirlwind; then come four
classes or groups of baipgs and so on in almost bewilder-
ing complexity. So fer as we know, no othar Plainms tribe
has worked out quite so corplex & conception...." (Wissler,
19276, p.110.)

These concepts are, of course, difficult of mussum interpretation,

More susceptible to such trectment are the vision quest, cult ceremonties,
and the greet annual tribal ceremony, the Sun Dapece,

THE VISION QUEST

Each Teton male had his individual guardian spirit or supsr-
natural helper, who hc believed conferred great power on him and pro-
tected him from herm. The youth, after he hed reccived instructions
from the shamen, went alore in quest of the spirit to some secluded
spot on a hill, or on the prairie where he could fast and pray until
the identity of his guardien spirit was made known to him in a dresm,
This spirit often took the form of some animal of known or imsginary
species, He returned from such & Qquest with one or mors songs, special
tebocs to be observed, and the designation of some object of convenient
size t0 be carricd and used by him as & personal cherm or medicine
bundle {Wissler, 1927b, pp.111-112; Densmore, pp.157 ff; Dorssy, 188%c,
v.15%; Dorsey, 1894, p.475}.

IREAM CULTS

Dream cults were societies made up of groups of men who in their
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drcams had seen the samc animal. For edmission to a cult the dream must
conform to & certain formule {exylaincd in Wissler, 1912, p.81}. The
individwal having such a dream returncd to the village to make a feast,
sent & herald to invite gll those who had had similar dreems, and they
went through the ceremonies prescribed by custom for their particuler
cult. Each cult hsd its own songs, dances, paraphernalia, and ceremonial
procedure.

For further information on the individual ecult customs, refer to
sources given below. WVissler (1912} describes in more or less detaill
those of the Oglala.

Heyoka {pp.82-85); Elk {pp.85-88); Bear {pp.88-90);
Black-tail Deer {p.90); Wolf (pp.90-9%1)}; Buffelo {pp.91i-
92) ; Berdache {p.92}; Doudble-Women {pp.92-94); Dreaem-Pairing
{pp.94-95); Mountain Sheep {p.95): Rabbit (p.95)}; Horse
{pp.95-98}; Woman's Medicine {pp.98-99); Mescal {p.99};

Dog {p.99).

Densmore describes three culis of the Teton on Standing Rock Res-
ervation: Buffalo {p.285); Elk {p.293}; Horse {p.298). A shicld
used in the cercmonies of the Buffalo Cult is illustrated in Plate 43,

MIE COTThI TAMOT
AL LAY LALINW D

The Sun Dance was the only tribsl pathering of a religlious nature,
It was held each yeer at the full moon of midsurmer. Xaeh yoar it was
held at a different place, bands gathering to form a camp circlz in the
center of which the dance lodge was to be erected. Each band had 1ts
swoet lodge and large tipi in which the participants assembled before
end after the ceremony.

For four days before the Sun Dance berzn there were careful prep-
aretions and rvheursals of the narts individuals were to play in the
ceremony. The men's sociocties met together to elect the Intercessor
{who offered prayers on behalf of the people, performed certain cere-
monisl acts, painted the sacred pole, and prepared the sacred place},
the Leader of the Dancers, the four young men who were to select the
sacred center pole of the dence lodge, and the four young women who were
to cut it down.

An important, highly formalized procedure were the selection of the
secred center pole {usuaelly a cottonwocd tree}, the cutting of the treae
end bringing it intoc camp, its preparation and erection in the center
of the camp cirele, Rigid regulations were followed and tne dance
lodge was constructed with meticulous care.
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Participents in the Sun Dence were principally those men who had
at some time during the precsding year vowed to take a definite part
in the ceremony. This part might consist sinmply of dancing, with bedies
spacially painted and clothed in the custommry gerb, or it might extend
to one or more forms of sxezedingly palnful, self-inflicted torturse,
The dance lasted two days.

It is not necessary here to go into the multitude of details con-
cerning the Sun Dance. They are well descrived in Densmore {pp.98-
151, including many illustrations of paraphernalia}; Walker {1917};
Fletcher {1883); Dorsey {1894}, with illustrations). A fine photo-
graph of the torture feature mppears in VWellman, p.133, A comperative
discussion of the Plains Indien Sun Dance appears in Spier, 1921, No
1l1lustrations or models showing Sun Dance activities should be attempted

until the technicien in charge has made & carsful siudy of these souwrces.

The last Teton Sun Dance was held in the summer of 1881, It had
been for some years sirongly oppesed by missionaries and Government of-
Tisls prior to its discontinuance,

THE GHOST DANCE

The Teton heard of the doctrine expounded by Wovoke, the Paviotso
Indian originstor of the so-ealliad Ghost Denee, ip 1889, They sent a
delegation to Nevada to learn mere of his ideas and these men returned
to encourage the practice of the dauce with its accompanying beliefs
among the Sioux. According to Wovoka's docetrine, the Indiens, by danc-
ing and observing the formalized ritual of the Chost Dance, could cause
the Whites to disappear and the Indians %o be restored to their old way
of life, rounited with their departed friends in a country filled with
buffale, Among the Teton the excitement of this new doctrine, aggravated
by local grievances, led, in the winter of 1890-91, to an outbreak the
‘principal events of which were the killing of Sitting Bull and the massacrs
e Wounded Knee,

For a complete account of the Ghost Dance, with particular emphasis
on its relation to the Sioux ocutbresk, sec Mooney {1896}. This source
contains many fine illustrations of the dance, paraphernalias worn, end
the affair at Wounded Knee, {Sec Map No. 14, this paper, for distribu-
tion of the Ghost Dance.)

CHRISTIAN MISSIONS AMONG THE TETON

Very little progress toward Christiasnizing the Teton was mmde prior
to their settlement on reservations. The noted Protestant missicnary to
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the Eastern Dakota, Stephen R. Riggs, visited Fort Pierrc in 1840,
preached & sermon, talked with some of the Tetonm, znd recommendsd that

a migsion be established in their country. But it was not until thirty-
three years later that his own son, Thomas L. Riggs, was able to found
the first perrmanent mission among the Teton {Rcbinson, 1904, pp.1l85-
197). The Catholic missionaries Ravoux and DeSmet alsc visited the
Toton in the 1840's but estoblished no permanent missions.

The Reports of the Commissicner of Indians Affairs indicate how slcow-
1y the werk of missionaries progressed anong the Teten., In 1875 there
were sixteen misaionaries on thce Teton reservation, and in the years thrt
followed churches were built, more missicnaries arrived, and schecols wore
set up. But by 1900 the figures on church membership, when compared with
those on the totel populoticn, shewed thet cnly a small part of the Teton
had become Christiens. .

1 sty
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The history of the Teton Dakota mey be divided inte four principal
periods, some of which overlap in years., A brief summery of the
characterisiics of each period is given below:

™ME PREHIS

TORIC PERIOD: TO 1680
At the time of first Vhite contact, the Teton were leavipg the timber-
ed country to the east for the broed prairied, Authoriiies helleve that
this movement resulted in significent cultural chenges for the Teton,
While living in the timbered country their diet probably hed consisted
largely of wild rice, berries, fish, and timber geme. They traveled to
& considerable extent by cenoce, end lived in homes with foundations of
poles and covered with esrth, metting or bark. On the prairies they be-
ceme more accustomed to a diet comslisting largely of buffalo beef esnd
preirie plant foods, traveled almost entirely by land, using the trevois
for loads, and made their homes in skin-covered tipis (Roblnson, 1904,
P.29). In the prehistoric period they had mo iron tools, and made use of
the stone-tipped lance or arrow {See section on "The Origin of the T“aton‘f
this paper}.

PERIOD CF LIMITED WHITE CONTACT: 1680-1841

Father Hennepin met some of the Teton in 1880, but the first record
giving any details of their culture is that of LeSueur, who in 1700
found thet they did not then use cances or zmther wild rice; that they
lived in lodmes of buffelo skin which they carried about with them;
that they were experts with bow and arrow, being able to kill ducks on
the wing; thet they swallowed their smoke or blew it out through the uose;
and that they practiced polygarmy {Robinson, 1904, p.46}.

The recorded history of the Teton in the 18th century is very meager.
¥We do know that during this period they acquired the horse {sometime prior
to 1742) end moved westward into South Dakota to the valley of the James
River and finally to the Missouri Velley., The brethers la Verendrye mey
have met some of them on the eest side of the Missouri nesr the present
town of Fairbanks, South Dakcota, on April 9, 1743, By the close of this
century their proper home was the Missouri ?Ellc; in South Dakota, from

which they had driven the Arikera after & long period of warfare.

Toward the end of the 18th century French fur traders began to creep
up the Missouri from St. Louis and to esteblish posts in South Dakois,
Trudeau met the Teton on the east bank of the Missouri in September,
1794, at which time they were supplied with firearms and were much fesred
by both traders end neighboring Indians, He mentiong. that ths Teton

R
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hunted on both sides of the Missouri at this time {p.419). The Teton
were very itroublesome in the early years of the fur trade, ennoying

bost Darties ascending the river tc the Upper Missouri tribes. Iewis
and Clark, who met them on both sides of the Missourl in 1804 and 1806,
were very careful in their dealings with the Teton lest they arouse
their enmity (See Lewis and Clark's Journals). But elready Loisell hed
established s post in the Sioux country on the Missouri {Chittenden,
pe929), and as the trode continued thé Teton became more friendly toward
the traders. '

Chittenden lists twelve fur posts on the Missouri River in Teton
territory, most of which, however, were active only for limited periods
(Chittenden, pp.927-931). The most importent trading post for the Teton
was ¥Fort Pierre (1831-55, three miles above the mouth of the Teton
xnown alse as Bad River). This post had succeeded Fort Tecumseh (1822-31),
operated by the American Fur Company. There were many subordinate houses
of this company scattered through the Sicux territary on both sides of
the Missourli. Many temporary houses were built along the streems west of
the Missouri toward the Black Hills, on the Cheyenne, Cherry, White,and
Niobrara Rivers in particular. Little is known of these places {Chitten-
den, p.931). '

For history of Fort Pierre, see Chittenden and also Wilson. The
post is described and i1llustiated by many white visitors to the Missouri,
including Catlin, Meximilian, and Culbertson. Catlin, Plate 85, Maxi-
milian, Plate 43, and Kurz {in Bushnpell, 1922}, Plate 23, illustrate
the fort. '

In the early yeesrs of the 19th century the walley of the Platte
River became a favored route for fur treders betwsen the Rocky Mountains
end St. lLouis, which city wes the central shipping and ocutfitting point
for the fur trade of the Rockies. This land route, first used by Stuart's
party cf returning Astorians in 1812-13, became the principal road to =nd

. from the Rocky Mountain rendezvous of the traders. In the second decade
of the 19th century French fur itraders were active in eastern Wyoming
near the Platte River, and in 1834 the first of the complex of posts that
later became known as Fort Lasranie was established on Laramie River near
its confluence with the North Platte. It was established for trade with
the Oglala and Cheyenne {Chittenden, p.940, and Coutant). Fort Laramie
was the principel post for trade with the Teton on the Platte. It re-
miained a fur post until 1849,

Yor history of this fort, see Coutant, whose account has illustra-
tions. For descriptions at various periods, see Freomont, Parkman, Stans-
bury, end others. The best pictures of Fort Laramie as a fur post are
those mede by Miller in 1837, photographs of vhich are in the files
of the National Park Service's Western Museum Laboratories,
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PRINCIPaI ROUTES THROUGH THE TETON COUNTRY |
DURING THE FUR TRADE PERICD.

7

The locaiion of the itwo most important
trading pouts in the Tuton country, Fort Pierre
and Fi., Larumie ure here indicuted.
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PERICODS IN TETON HISTORY o

In the - early years of the fur trade the smeller, more expensive
pelts {especially beaver) were sought. Chittenden states that the Sioux
were good beaver hunters {p.852)., As the number of beaver began to de-
cline, concentration on the less valueble buffelo hides followed. These
hides were shipped to eastern and European markets for use as overcoats,
wagon end sleigh robes, and so forth., The Sioux traffic in buffalo robes
was very heavy. Chittenden rates the Sioux as the most important Indians
in the western fur trade, and places the number of posts among them, lerge
and smell, in excess of one hundred (p.852). R

The great period of the fur trade, asbout 1820-40, was the perlod of
greatest prosperity for the Teton. In this period their native culture
was enriched by the use of the horse, guns, and s variety of metal tools
and utensils furnished by the white man., The Teton were free and inde-
pendent, with a ready market for peliries and a bountiful supply of
healthful food, .

The relations between traders and the Teton were, Tor the most part,
friendly. Many traders tock wives from smong the Indians and adopted
t0 a considerable degree the clothing and habits of the natives, The
Whites were too few in number to afford to teke great edvantage of the-
Indians or t¢ treat them harshly. However, liguor was given to the In-
dians to facilitate trading, and insure the white man s certsin advantage
in the bargaining. Lewis and Clark found some Teton chiefs, in 1804, al-
ready fond of liguor., In the early days it was usually diluted with a
great deal of water, but as the Indians beceme more accustomed to it the
proportion of liguor in the mixture Hed to be strengthened. In 1623 the
Government prohibited the use of liquor in the Indian trade, but this pro-
hibition could not be stricily enforced, The epidemics of smallpox and
cholera which swept many neighboring tribes (the smallpox epidemic of 1837
nearly exterminated the Manden) did not greatly harm the Teton,

On the whole, the period of limited contact with Whites down to 1841
vias one of the mutually profitsble relations between the races during
which the Teion grew in power and numbers. The buffalo were plentiful
and the Teton were happy {See Robinson, 1904, p.29}. Chittenden is the
classic authority on the conditions of the fur trade in this region.

{See Map No. 11, this paper, showing principal routes of the fur
traders znd location of primcipal trading posts in the Teton country.)
PERIOD OF INDIAN-VHITE CCHFLICT: 1841-1877

e have seen {in the section on "Migration of the Teton"} that be-
tween 1700 and 1830 the Teton were much concerned with securing the best
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Map No, 13,
PRINCIPAL CONFLICTS BETWEEN TETON AND WHITES

I1854-1890 .

— e w — —

COLO.

@ GRATTAN MASSACRE, AUG.19,1854. © PLATTE BRIDGE, JULY 26,1865.

© ASH HOLLOW, SEPT.3,1855. © FETTERMAN MASSACRE, DEC.21,186
@ BUFFALO LAKE, JULY 26,1863, © WAGOi BOX FIGHT, AUG.2,1867.
@ WHITESTONE HILLS, SEPT.3,1883. BETCHFR'S ISLAND, SEPT.17-24,1868%

@ KILLDEER MTN., JULY 28,1864. XD ROSEBUD, JUNE 17,1876,
@ ATTACK ON JULESBURG, TAN,6,1865. © CUSTER MASSACRE, JUNE 25,1876.

@ VOUNDED XNEE, DEC. 29, 1890.
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PERIODS IN TETON HISTORY e
of Fort Laremie, Lisutenant Grattan and 32 men were killed in a dispute
over an emigrent's cow., OGenaral Herney followed the Indiens in 1855
end gained revenge by killing 86 Brule men, women, and children at Ash
Hollow, Nebraska, ({See Hunton, and Grimnnell, 1915, pp.100 ff.)

This marked the beginning of the bloody wars between the Teton {often
essigsted by Cheyenne and Arapshoallies) and United Stetes troops. The
period from 1R54.77 was marked by brief intervals of viclous fighting and
longer ones of relastive peace., The principal motive of the Teton through-
out this period wes the desaire %0 protect their hunting grounds from tres-
pass by white travelers, prospectors, soldiers, and ratlroad men. Prior
to 1865 it was the Qverland Treil traffic and the construction ¢f the.
Union Pacific Railroad that roused Indiasn opposition; from 1865 to 1868
the Bozeman Trsil, from Fort Fetterman to the Montana mines, furnished
the irritation; and in the seventies the Northern Pecific Railroad survey
in Montana, and the Bleck Hills gold rush sent the Indians on the war-
rath. (See Map No. 12, this paper, for principal routes of the Whites
through the Teton country. Map No. 13 indicetes sites of the principal
armed conflicts between Teton and Whites in the period 1854-90,)

The Indians were mided by the peculiar policy adopted by the Whites,
The army was compelled to meake peace when the Indians asked for i%, with
the result that the Indisns were able to come into the agencies to be fed
during the hard winters, pracure guns snd emmunition from the Interior
Departiment, supposedly for hunting, end then turn ageinst the Government

" forces with their newly acquired weapons when the weather wes again favor-

able. Again, 1t should be poted thet the groups of Teton engeged at va-
ricus periods differed., In the wars of the late sixties the Oglais were
‘the prinecipal contenders, while in the geventies, after Red Cloud, the
leader in these wars, hed settled down to pesceful reservation life, the
Hunkpapa were most troublesome.

For details on the Indian Wars, 1854-77, in which the Teton tock
part see: Birge; Brady; Brininstool {1926a, 1926b); Brown and King;
Coutant; Crawford; E. B, Custer (1885, 1889, 18980)}; G. A. Custer;

- Deland {1930); Dodge (1876, 1882); Gabriel (Vol. 2); Grahem; Hunton;

Keim; King; Macleod; Miles; Pexson; Robinson (1904); Sabin; Seymour;
Wellman; and Vestal, The most wvalueble gources above are undarlinad,
(See also section on "Chronology™, this paper.}

[ 3¢ g M o md g soapy- B . Y — A‘ —-
The last armed resistance of the Teton occurred in the ....1".1.'.‘3.“‘ af

1890-91, after ell had been settled on reservations for more than

decade. This outbreak, resulting In Sitting Bull's death and the bloody ,
conflict at Wounded Knee, properly belonges with the Ghost Dance rather
then the Indian Wers in e discussion of Teton history. {See Mooney,
1896.) :
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PERIODS IN TETON HISTCRY

THZ RESERVATION PERIOD: 1865 TO THE PRESEINT

¥White men's desire for Indian land has been the principal reason
Tfor confining Indians on limited reservetions in the United States. Ty,
land occupied by the Teton was not found desireble dby Whites until a
relatively lete date - less than seventy vears ago - when the cattlems,,
of Wyoming desired to extend their sctivities north of the Platte, and
prospectors rushed to the Black Hills for gold.

The thousands of pioneers Who passed over the Oregon Treil priow
to this time evidenced no desire to settle in the Teton country. Thely
hearts were set on Oregon, Californis, or Utsh, So the first treety i,
volving land made with the Teton in 1851 was only simed atl securing th,,
white man's right of way through the Teton country. Again in 1866, wh,.,,
the great Sioux Reservation was established in western Scuth Dekota (H“u
Map No. 15), the Teton were permitted to retain the right to hunt in
their cld ferritory to the westward., This territory remained unceded
Indian land until 1876, when, together with a considerable portion of
Tar western South Dakote containing the Black Hills, was ceded. In lng,,
a lerge portion of the remaining Teton country was relinquished. In
1890 the Teton were confined on five smaller reservations in South Due
kota - namely Standipng Rock, Cheyenne River, Lower Brule, Rosebud, ann
Pine Ridge. (See Map No. 15.) These reservations, with somewhat difr,,.
ent boundaries because of minor land cessiors since 1890, remain todsy,
{See Map Wo, 186,)

Government attempts to civilize the Teton were intensified with
their settlement on reservations. They were encouraged to adopt the
white man's clothing, language, shelter, religion, education, end mety,,,
of making a living. Agriculiure wes suggested but soil and climate ¢4,
bined with the Indian’s dislike of the furmer's life to make progress i
thig direction difficult. The old hunting economy was docmed with th
virtual extermination of the bison in 1883, end the Teton became entis,
ly dependent on the Government for the necessities of life.

The progress of the Teton on reservations has been slow, impedern Yy
reriods of maladministration, i1l health, and dissase (trachoma, tubes,,,
losis, and syphilis in perticular), and the Indien's dislike of ferm ,
his unhappiness, and o defeatist attitude growing cut of his parasiti.
existence,

The present administration, through certeip sweeping reforms, ir
tenipting to readjust conditions more nearly to suit the temper =2nd r..g4,
of the Indians., But it is a difficult task requiring much study, ps-
tience, and time, (See Mekeel, 1932 and 1936, on modern conditions -.
Pine Ridge Reservation.)
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1680

1700

1722
1742

1743

1765

i766

1780

1792

1794

1796

1800

1804

1811

Pather Hemnepin first met some Teton on Mississippi River about
70 miles sbove present site of Minneapolis. Suggested neighbore
hood of Mille Lacs as locetion of Teton.

LeSueur met Teton on Blue Earth River, neer present Menkato,
Minneapolis. He was first to mention Teton culture traits,

Pachot located the Teton 80 leagues west of Falls of St, Anthony.
Sometime between 1700 and this date the Teton acquired horses.

La Verendrye brothers met band of the "Gens de la TFleche Colles,"
possibly Teton, April 9, on east bank of Missourl River at polnt
believed to bes just socuth of present Fairbanks, Sully Co., S. D.

Indian winter count places Tetorn et the entrance intoc Bleck Hills
at this date.

Jonathan Carver met at least part of the Teton in the extreme
western boundary of his. journey up Minnesota River ebout 200 miles
from its mouth.

About thig dete the Yankton and Yanktonai, having been 4
western Iowa by Qtos, settled in James River Valley, S. D., at in-
vitaetion of Teten.

Teton finally conguered the Avikara and gained posssssion of the
Missouri Velley in South Dakota. Arikars forced to retrest up
the Missouri to mouth of Grand Hiver.

Trudeau met Teton party on east side of Missouri River et site of
Crow Creek Agency, Sept. 30, He found them well supplied with
firearms. '

Loisel built fur-trading post on Cedar Islend, between Plerre and
Big Bend--first recorded post in South Dskota.

Younger Alexander Eemry found Teton on the upper Missouri River.

Lewis and Clark met two bands of Teton at mouth ¢f Teton River,
west side of Missouri, Sept. 23. (Clark's map, reprinted in
Robinson, p.71, locetes Brule, Oglala, Miniconjou on the Missouri.)
They gave first scientific mention of the Black Hills,

Wilson P. Hunt and pérty of fur traders pazsed up Mlssourl River
and overland westward, skirting the Black Hills on the north,.
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1813

isla-
- 13

1815

1817

1823

1825

1831

1831

1832

1824

1834

1837

1840

Xept the Teton friendly to Americen interests durlag the struggle

Menuel Lisa made U. S. sub-agent for the Misscuri River Sioux and
vith the English farther east,

Robert Stuart end party of returaning Astorians first to use the land
route later known as the Oregon Treil.

First Teton treaty with the United States Govermment, July 15, at
Portege des Sioux, neer mouth of Missouri River. Teton acknowledgud
sllegiance {to the United States. No land ¢laims concerned.

Joserh La Framboise built Fort Teton at site of leter Fort Plerre,
Firgt continuocus seftlement in South Dekota,

Intertribal wears: Teton and other Sioux groups ageinst Crow,
Ariliera, apd Maendan, Teton forced Crow westward and wrested from
them the region from Missouri River to Yellowstone and Big Horn
Rivers,

Teton signed trade treaties with United States Govermment to sssure
traders suthorized by United Stetes a monopoly in Indian trade and
thus shut ocut British influence. Sixteen Teton signed.

The Yellowstone, first steambost on the upper Missouri, proceeded
up river %c ¥ort Tecumseh, thus revelutionizing the Missocuri River |
fur trade,

Fort Plerre founded, three miles above mouth of Teton {Bad} River,
This was most important fur-trading post in the Teton country.

George Catlin visited the Teton at Fort Pierre, painted a number
of portraits end scenmes, and gathered materisls for leter
publication.

Maximilian and Bodmer visited Teton at Fort Pierre, gathering in-
rermation for Maximiliant's “Atlas®,

Fort Larasmie founded neasr mouth of Laremie River, YWyoming, for
trade with Oglele and Cheyenne. Most importent trading post with
the Teton on the Overland Treil route. '

Great smallpox epidemic on the upper Missouri River.

Colin Campbell, in charge of Fort Pierre, estimated the Teton
populstion at 13,000 and total Sioux population at 24,000,
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1840
1841

1842

1846

.1847
1847

1849

‘1849
1849

- 1849
1849

1849

1851

1854

1855

‘Reverend Stephen Riggs visited Fort Pierre and preached first ser- :

mon in South Dekote. Recommended s mission to the Teton.

Beginning of large scale migration of peoples westward over ths
treil to Oregon end California. :

John C. Fremont's first western expedition via Fort laramie,

Frencis Parkman followed the trail to Fort laramie end joined &
hunting party of Oglala west of Fort larasmie, making many interest-

' ing comments on Oglels culture of the period ip his classic woTk,

"The Oregon Trail.”
First white woman entered Scouth Dakots vis the Missouri River.
First large party of Mormons followed the {verland Trail to Utah.

Celifornia gold rush over the Overland Trall. {Gold had been dis-
covered at Colome in 1848.) o

Government bought Fort Laramie for & military post.

Cholera epidemic on the Plains.
Father De Smet spent greater part of the sumiter smong the Oglala
and Bruie. '

Stansbury led exploring expedition westward via Overland Trail;
made many interesting observations on Qglala culture,

Dr. John Evens led scientific expedition into the White River Bad
Lends southeast of the Black Hills; published mep in 1852 showing
details of the region.

First Fort Leramie Treaty, by which Indian tribes along Overlend
Traill agreed to respect white right of way in return for amnual
payments, DBoundaries of Western Dekois spd neighboring tribes
defined,

Lisutenant Gretten, 30 mer, & sergeant, and & corporel killed in
misunderstending over an emigrant's cow, nine miles east of Fort
leremie, by combined camp of Brule, Cglala, and Miniconjou, June
17. The soldiers were mambers of Company D, 4th Infantry, stetion-
ed at Fort Laremie.

General Herney revenged the Grattan Massacre by defeating the Brule
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1855
1856

1857

1862

1se2

1863

1863

1863

1864

1865

&t Ash Hollow, Nebraska, killin; 86 men, women and children,
Sept, 3., Harney's force included dragoons, ertillery, and
ipfantry.

Fort Pierre purchassed by the Government for military post. General
Harney brought his force of 1200 men there following the Ash Hollow
conflict., o

General Harney mede & tresty with Teton at Fort Plerre by which they
agreed %o respect white right of travel over Oregon Treil and g
trail between Fort Laramie and Fort Pierre. Treaty never retified.

Lieutenant Warren sent to make prelimipary survey of the Black
Hills. He was accompenied by the eminent geologist F. V. Hayden,
who made first reliable study of Black Hills geology st this time.
Teton objected to the expedition on grounds that it would frighten
away the buffalo, but thersc was no bloodshed,

Report on the Indians revealed that only the Yanktonal and Teton
of the Dekota group were still "wild" at that dete. Other Dekota
eroups settled on reservations,

Teton refused te aid the Eastern Dakots in their Minnesote uprising.

About 650 Funkpape and Blockfoot Teton joined the Eestern Dakote in
contlicts ogainst Geperal Sibley at Buffulo Iake {July) and White-
stone Hills (Sept.) in North Dakota. In the fall they returned %o
the Black Hills to hunt buffalo.

The Brule and Oglala, who had been relatively well behaved since
1856, begun attacks on Overland Trail immigranis, stage pessengers,
=nd telegraph operators. These attuacks increased in number and
severity in 1864 and 1865,

Fort Sully built on east side of Missouri River, six miles below
present town of Piourre.

General Sully with 2,200 men cpposed combined foree of Santee,
Yenktoneil, and some Hunkpaps, Blsckfoot, Sans are, apd Liiniconjou
in cempaign during which the battle of Killdeer Mountcing,in North
Dakota, occurred, July 28. The Tetcen inveolved, cgein rsturned to
the Bleck Hiils in the fuli.

United Teton, Cheyenne, and Arapaho killcd 18 soldiers and plundored
Julesburg Strige Stotion, Jan. 6. Leter in month completely wracked
about 7% miles of roed--burnin? stations, runches, copturing wagon
trains, ond destroying telogroph lines. '
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1865

1865

1865

1866

1867

1867

1868

1868

1869~
70

1870

ig71

The Government voted to establish & road from the Overlend Trail to
Bozeman, Mont,, March 1. In e¢arly spring, Colcnel Suwyer set ouf
from Fert Laremio to survey the rcoute. Red Cloud scught to dissuade
him through warning, but ne bloodshed oceurrod, Ungucccssful.

About 3,000 werriors of combined Sioux-Arapaho-Cheyenne atiacited
Plutte Bridge neor present Casper, Wycming, in late July. Soldiers
succeeded in holding bridge and stockade with only eight men lost,

Treaty of Fort Sully: Separate treaties with each of seven Teton
bands, Agreed to peace, submission of troubles to the president,
and tn resyect right of way of roemds, in return for snnuities.
Terms generally misunderstood by Indlans. Lower Brule gt this time
egreed to go on reservetion near old Fort Lookout,

Fetterman Massacre, Eighty-one Whites killed by combined Teton-
Cheyenne-Arapaho near site of Fort  Phil Keerney, Wyo., Pec. 3l.

Wagen Box Fight--Aug. 2--the most disastrous Indian defeat of the
wars in which the Teton took part, Indien losses estimated el
from 1000 to 1500, '

The Union Pacific Reilroad was begun ecross Wyoeming. Town of Chey-
enne founded as western terminus of the road in winter of 1887-68,

Beecher's Island Fight on Arikara Fork of Republican River, Celo,,
Sept. 17-24, Party of 51 frontiersmen, under Major Forsyth, held
off large force of combined Cheyenns-Siocux=Arepaho.

Second Port Laramie Treaty ended the Red Cloud War, in November,
The Government capituleted to Red Cloud's demand that road to
Montzma be closed and forts removed. Great Sioux Reservation es-
tablished, contuining all of western South Dakota, with bunting
privileges farther west, Teton relinquished all claim to territory
east of Missouri River. :

These were years of entire peace in the Teton country.

Red Cloud visited Washington ard New York in the summer, and agreed
to settle neer Fort larawie on e reservation which became Known ag
the Red Cloud Apency. -
Sitting Bull begsn to lend the Teton opposition to the Northern
Pacific Railroad through country claimed by Teton on south bvank of
Yellowstone River, Montana,
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1873
1873

1873

1874

1875

1878

1876

1876

1881
1882
1883

1888

1889

First Protestant mission 3o the Teton established by Reverend
T. L. Riggs.

Red Cloud Agency moved to White River, 80 miles northemst of Fort

‘Larsaie, near Fort Rebinson.

Last intertribal war in which Teton took pert; conflict betwesn
Brule snd Oglale war party of 1200 and Pawnee hunting party of
400 in Msssacre Canyon, southwestern Nebrasika,., About 200
Pawnee kjilled,

In July, Custer with 1000 men sent intc Black Hills to 1nvest1gate
possibility of establishing an ermy post there for better handling
of Teton problems, Indians incémsed over tkis violation of the
1868 treaty, but no opan confiict. Custer returncd to Fort Abraham
Lincoln on Aug. 22, to repert discovery of gold in Black Hills.

Treaty comrmission feiled to gain Indian consent t0 cession of the
Black Hills, Miners rushed on to the Hills without legal right
to do so0.

¥Following General Crook's attempt to punish Indiens for raiding
white prespecters in the Black Hills, he met combined Teton-
Cheyenne force on Rosebud River, Montana, June 17.

Custer Massacre on the Little Big Horn in which 265 Whites were
killed by Teton-Cheyenne-Arapaho foreces,

Teton ceded all claims to Black Hills and their hunting grounds
farther west, Sept. 26, All TPeton, except Gall's apd Sitting’
Bull's bands, which fled to Canada, became thereby settled res-
ervation Indinmns,

The last Teton Sun Dance was performed.

The last great buffale hunt of the Teton was held.

The last buffelo was killed by Teton in November o1 this year.
Great Sioux Reservation broken up and five snalier ones establish-
ed by Congressional Act of March 2, The new reservations--
Standing Rock, Cheyenne River, Lower Brule, Rosebud, and Pine
Ridge--exist today, slthcough some boundary changes have been made
since 1889,

The Teton sent & delegetion to visit Wovoke, the Ghost Dance
prophet in Nevada, in fell of this year., They returned to enecursge
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the Ghost Dance on Sioux Reservetions.

1890 Messish Wer on Teton reservations, growing ocut of Ghost Dance
excitement amd local grievances, during which Sitting Bull was
killed {Dec. 15}, end conflict at Wounded Knee took place {Dec.
29). Disturbance lasted into Jsnuary, 18381, WVas last armed
conflict between Teton and Whites.
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BICGRAPHICAL NOTES
54

A number of strong individuals pleyed an important part in deter-
mining the course of Teton history im the 19th century. Little informa-
tion is available on the Teton leaders prior to the sixties, but the
names and deeds of later leaders such &s Red Cloud, Gell, Sitting Bull,
Crazy Horse, and Spotted Teil are well known to students of American
history, These men dlffered in traits of character, in abilities, and
in attitude toward the Whites., Some gained recognition as warriors,
some as diplomats, orators, or peacemekers, A few combined several of
these abilities, Nearly sll were self-made men, rising from obscurity
to positions of prominence and leadership smong their people through
their own ebilities,

The One Horn: ©atlin stated thet this man, s Miniconjou, was the
principal chief of all the Missourl Sipux in 1832, He wds renowned as
a warrior and hunter, and could run down a buffelo on foot and kill it
wi;h & bow and arrow {Catlin, Vol. 1, p.211. Portreit in color, Plate
Slj. -

Red Fish: Prominent as an 0glals chief about 1840. Met by DeSmet
at Fort Pierre in 1841, in which year he had suffered a severe defeat
by the Crow whieh cost him his leadership. {BAE-B 30, Pt. 2, p.359;
DeSmet) .

Whirling Bear: A Brule chief, leader of the Indians in the Gratisn
Massacre, Aug, 19, 1854, as result of which he was killed {BAE-B 30,
Pt. 1, p.789). a '

Little Thunder: A Brule chief, present at the Grattan Massacre;
assumed command after death of Vhirling Bear; took part in battle of
Ash Hollow in 1805: died some years later., He was fully 6 ft. 6 in.
tall, large in proportion end of superior intelligence [(BAE-B 30,

Pt. 1, p.771}.

Red Cloud: ({1822-1909) Oglala chief, probebly the most able Teton
lesder of the late 19th century. Neot an hereditary chief, but rose to
prominence through his own efforts and was renowned as warrjor and states-
men, Headed the opposition to the Bozemen Trail in 1865 and led Indian
foreces in the Fetterman Massacre and Wagon Box Pights in 1865 and 1867,
Mede peace at Fort Laramie in 1868 only on condi$ion that the Bozeman
Road be sbandoned and foris evacuated; from that date he took nna-pari in
wars sgainst Whites., Visited ¥Washington in 1870 end agreed to settle on
reservaticn knovm as Red Clouvd Agency near Fort laramie. Agreed to
cegsion of Blasck Hills in 1876; opposed the Sioux outbreak of 18350-Sl1
{BAE-B 30, Pt. 2, p.359; Dictionary of American Biography, Vol. XV,
p.437}. Poriraits are numerous in bocks on Indian Wars, but see es-
peclally Ccck, whe gives several rare views. Captain Cock of Agate,
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Neb., wes Red Cloud's closest friend among the Whites and has in his
private museum at Agete, Nab., meny personal articles which formerly
belonged to Red Cloud.

Spotted Teil: (1833-81}, Brule chief; not an bereditary chief,
but sttained prominence through personal qualities. Took conspicu-
ous part in Grattan Massaere, and battle of Ash Hollow, after which he
gave himself up to the troops at Fort Laramle in order tc spare his
people, but was later freed. He favorsd the comstruction of Bozeman
Trail snd forts, which attitude lost him meny followers to Red Cloud;
signed treaty of 1868; went to Waeshington with Red Cloud im 1870; fa-
vored sale of Black Hills: in 1876 appointed chief of all Indians et Red
GCloud end Spotted Teil Arencies; negotiafted Crazy Horse's surrender in
1877; killed by "Crow Dog" in 1881 {BAE-B 30, Pt. 2, pp.626-627; Dic-
tionary of Americen Biography, Vol, XVII, p. 469 portrait in BAE-B 30,
Pt. 2, p.627}.

Crazy Horse: (1842-77) Oglale chief; with Sitting Bull, was &
leadsr of the hostiles in the seventies; opposed Crook on the Rosebud,
and Custer on the Little Bighorn in 1876; pursued by Genersl Miles in
following winter; surrendered in spring of 1877 with 2,000 followers;
arrested under suspiclon of stirring up trouble in Sept., 1877, broke
sway and was shot to death (BAE-B 30, Pt. 1, p.358; Dictionary of Ameri-
can Biography, Vol. IV, pp.530-531; Miles, pp.l193,244; Brininstool,
1929; portrait in Wheeler, opp. p.104).

Sitting Bull: {1834-90) Hunkpapa leader; his fether a sub-chief;
took active part in the wars of 1860's in North Dakota; first became
widely kmown when he led raid against Fort Buford in 1866; on werpath
almost continucusly from 1869 to. 1876 against Whites, or Grow or Sho-
shoni; refused to go on reservation in 1876; leader with Crazy Horse in
Custer Mamssacre; fled with a number of followers into Canada, where he
renmained until 1881 when he returned to surrendsr et Fort Buford under
promise of amnesty; confined at Fort Randell until 1883; influenced
Sioux refusal to sell land in 1888; encouraged the first Ghost Dance on
Standing Rock Reservation; killed by Indian police trying to aprest him
in 1890, He was renowned as an orgenizer and medicine man {BAE-B 30,
Pt.2, pp.583-584; Dictionary of American Biography, Vol.XVII, pp.l92-
193; Vestal, 1932, entire, contains several portraits; Mooney, 1897.}

Gall: (1840-1894) Hunkpapa chief; not an hereditary chief; fought l
in bettles in North Dekota in 1863-64; a leader in the Custer lMassacrs; H
fled to Canada with Sitting Bull but returned to surrender in 1881;
settied on Standing Rock Reservation; denounced Sitting Bull and becane
friendly to Whites; encouraged Indian education; influential in secur-
ing the land cession of 1889; from 1889 was judge of the court of Indisen
offense at Standing Rock Agency. A great war leader in the 1870's, he
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beceme potent influence for peace and progress from 1881 till his gdeath
{BAE-B 30, P%t. 1, p.482; Dictionary of Americen Biogrephy, Vol.VII,
pr.101-102; portrait, BAE-B 30, Pt. 1, p.482.}

John Grass (or Charging Besr): {1837-1918) Blackfoot chief; son of
chief of seme neme; renowned as a councilor and orator rather than war-
rior; opposed warfare of the seventies; & leading exponent of progress
in reservation days; was chiefl juétice of Indian cowrt at Standing Rockj
opposed the cession of 1889 until more money was offered; became member
of Catholic church {Dictionary of American Biography, Vol.VII, pp.501-
502; South Dekota Historical Collections, Vol. 1, Pp.154-156; portraits
in BAE-B 30, Pt. 1, p.568; S. D, Hist, Colls., Vol. 1, p,65; Densmere,
Plate 73).

Other leaders of somewhni less prominence than those men tioned
above were:

Big Mouth: {died 1873 or 1874) A Brule chief, killed by Spotted

Hollow-horn Bear: (born 1850) A Brule chief, See BAE-B 30, Pt. 1,
p0557. : )

Short Bull: (born about 1845) A Brule chief, prominent during the
Ghost Dence excitement, See BAE-B 30, Pt. 2, p.554.

Big Foot: {died 1890} A Hunkpapa chief, prominent in 18%0. See
BAE-B 30, Pt. 1, p.l46; portrait in Wellman, OpP. PeadS.

Rein-in-the-Face: {1835-1908} - A Hunkpapa chief and prominent
werrior. See BAE-B 30, Pt, 2, p.353; poptrait in Wellwan, OppP. P.148.

American Horse: An Oglela chief. OSee RAR-B 30, Pt. 1, p.48; por-
trait in Grinnell, 1900, frontispiece.

Kicking Bear: An Oglala leader and priest, prominent in 1890, See
B4AE-B 30, Pt. I, p.686; portrait in Mooney, 1897,

Young Man Afraid of [lis Horse: An Oglale chief and warrior. See
BLE-B 30, Pt, 2, p.1l00L. '

Portreits of a number of Teton chiefs and influentisal leeders of
somewhat later period {i.e,, a2t the turn of the century} may be found in
Grinnell, 1900, and in Dixon. .

. H. Jackson, photographer for the U.S. Geological Survey, took
@ large number of pictures of Teton individuals prior to 1877, These
pietures, comprising probhably the best collection of Teton porireits in
existence, are listed in Miscellaneous Publicatlons No. 9, U.S. Geclogi-
cal Survey of the Territoriec, Washington, 1877. The negatives of thesge
photographs are now in the possession of the Buresu of American Ethnology,
Washingten, D. C.
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Exhibits intended to portray sn Indien culture at a given period
are open to misinterpretation by the museum visitor, who often fails to
realize the limited period for which the culture traits portrayed were
characteristic. This would be especially true in regerd to Teton cul-
ture. An exhibit portraying Teton life of the period 1820-40, when the
old buffalo-hunting-culture was at its height, would be an inaccurate
portrayal of the culture & half century earlier or later. It should be
remnembered, too, that in the period 1820-40 there was already a consider-
able number of traits which were not of native crigin but had been in-
troduced by Whites--the use of the horse, of firearms, ircn arrow points,
iror cocking utensils, aend glass beads, to mention but a few.

It would be prefersble if, instead of atiempting & static interpre-
tation, a dynamic porirayzl could be presented wnich would bring out the
wodification ¢f old traits and the introduction Of new ones with the
passage of time. The data in this paper are, so far as possible, offered
with this dynemic ftreatment in mind.

Some suggestions for the interpretation of interesting aspects of
Teton culture are listed below. Each exhibit might well occupy a case.
Vherever possible, asuthentic specimens or replicas should be used in

connection with prepared exhibits {models, maps, charts, and illustrations):

1. #he were the Teton? In infroductory exhibit inteorpreting the

origin, language, physical type, migrations, and locations of the Teton
&% various periods., Decorative maps and chartis, together with photographs

and life-sized models «f physical type, nidght well b= used.

2. Imporitand cf the Buffalo to the Teton: Its influence on Teton
culture, bringing out its many uses; ite influence on Teton history--mi-
grations, wars, fur trade--and the effect of its extermination. A model
of the buffalo, together with illustrations and decorative meps, might
well be used, in addition to suitahle specimens of materials rade from
the butfalo. '

3. Importence of the Horse t¢ the Teton: Its introduction from
Europe, its spread over the Plmins, mode of capture, riding gear, use in
transportetion (especially the travois), and in warfare and hunting.
Models of horse and travois, and horse saddled for riding, together with
decorative maps, charts, illustrations, «nd specimens of riding geexr,
availableg might be used, '

4. The Teton as a Fighting Man: 17p of enemies and zllies of the
Teton; specimens or replicas of weapons used at variocus periods; conduct
of war parties (illustratious); system of wer honors {charts); model of
mounted warrior with equipnient.

S At o e il By el mpr ki, = e il . i+ 1y . .
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5. The Teton Life Cycle: an exhibit interpreting by means of illus=-
trations the life histary of a typicel Teton warrior of the mid-nineteenth
century: birth; Hunke ceremony; childhood training; war deeds; marriage;
hunting; vision quest; participation in ceremony of a men's soclety;
death; end burisl. In such an exhibit many espectc of Teton culture not
otherwise edepted to museum interpretation can be brought oul in an attrac-
tive manner, '

6. Tobacco, Pipey, and Smoking Custome: specimens of kinds of tobaceo
used; decorative mep showing various ways of using tobacco in sboriginel
Lmerice; chert showing diffusion of tobacco and amoking customs to other
perts of the world; specimens of Teton pipes and smoking equipment, if
available; illustrations showing querrying of pipestone in Minnesota; mek-
ing the bowl and drilling the stem; also scciel and ceremonial smoking
seenes.

7. Arts end Crefts of the Teton: interpretation of the materials
used, techniques, end so far &s possible inclusion of specimens of work
in the three principal techniques of peinting, quill-work, and beadwork.

8, Cemss and Amusements: an exhibit explaining by means of illus-
trations and specimens {if obtainable} several selected games; illustra-
tions of doncing and use of musical instruments, with specimens of drums,
whistles, rattles, and so forth. '

:nt subjects for dioramas ¢r sizeable 0il pzintings for inclu-
sion museums would be: ' '

e, A Teton camp scene, with emphasis on local color and
various &spects of women's work on hides.

b. A hunting scene, showing the surround or the drive
over eliffs,

c. A scene showing the last intertribal conflict--the
battle with the Pswnee in Massucre Canyon, Neb., in 1873,

Care should bz tauken to develop a simple und attractive arrangement
of elemcnts ir the cases, and to present a fresh interpretation rather
than & repetition of aspects emphusized in ulready established museums
which deal with the Plains Indiens,
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