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PREFACE 

This report and the historic data section of the historic structure 

report ( HSR), printed separately, were prepared to assess the 

Deshler-Morris House, a un i t of Independence National Historical Park 

since 1948, and to propose a treatment for that structure commensurate 

with its h istoric significance, its interpretive value to the American 

public, and its own needs for preservation of the physical building. 

Work on the Deshler-Morris House proceeded according to a fast-track 

schedule of improvements by the National Park Service ( NPS) that took 

place in preparation for America's Bicentennial celebration. 

This particular building complex had never been studied in detail, 

and while it had been repaired and partially restored in the 1950s, the 

house required significant maintenance . There was also reason to suspect 

that much of the building's charm and domestic history had been lost in 

the accretion of repairs and alterations . 

The data in this section of the Deshler-Morris House HSR were 

avai I able to management when decisions were made to restore the house in 

1975, but the report has waited to the present to be formally published. 

It is hoped that this architectural data section will not only stand as the 

basis of further study at the site, but through the NPS, local, state, and 

national historical societies and libraries, this data will help residents of 

the Germantown National Historic District and the Greater Delaware Valley 

to understand their domestic architecture of the 18th and 19th centuries. 
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I NTRODUCTION 

The Deshler:...Morris House is an imposing historic structure which 

offers a broad and varied opportunity for interpretation . Its primary 

significance is that it was the residence of President George Washington 

for one summer· and one fall, as well as the site of a number of Cabinet 

and staff meetings important to his Presidency. 

The physical structure demonstrates the evolutionary nature of how 

a prosperous German-American's home expanded and grew to meet the 

changing needs of its owners over the span of two centuries, a separate 

theme of significant interpretive value. 

Lastly, the house occupies a key location on Market Square in 

Germantown. Historically, this was a wealthy neighborhood with a long 

exciting past including a major Revolutionary War battle. After a period 

of deterioration , Germantown is experiencing a regenerative process. 

Discovering, assessing, ahd upgrading its historic structures has been an 

important stimulus for new growth. Laced with 18th century structures 

and hidden gardens, Germantown has been designated a h istoric district. 

The immediate neighbor of the Deshler-Morris House is the 

Bringhurst House, also a NPS property. These two houses, together 

with the Ashmead House are the only 18th century structures facing 

Market Square. 

The houses are approximately seven miles from the visitor center of 

Independence Park. Therefore, visitor access , security , fire protection , 

and general maintenance are management concerns of high priority. The 

park acquired the Bringhurst House with the intention of adaptively 

restoring it to serve as a caretaker's residence and as a visitor 

orientation center for the Deshler-Morris House. Orientation to the 

history of Germantown as opposed to the general orientation of the 

Independence National Historical Park main visitor center to 18th century 

Philadelphia, is essential to understand the role of the Deshler-Morris 

House in American history. 

iii 



As detailed in this report, I recommended the full restoration of the 

1750s and 1772 sections of the house to t11eir appearance in 1793-4 when 

George Washington resided there. The 1850s and the 1880s section of the 

house should have been fully restored to their original appearance, if 

funding permits. If not, they should have been repaired and stabilized 

to allow their use as kitchen or storage space. All sections of the 

structure should have been heated, a ir conditioned, and equipped _with 

fire and intrusion detectors in the manner least obtrusive and damaging 

to historic fabric. 

propos·ed the demolition of the section of the 1909 addition that 

abuts the 1750s, 1850s, and 1880s sections of the structure and 

restoration of the north wall to its original appearance. The 1909 section 

abutting the 1772 structure, was proposed for retention because of its 

sensitive design 1 unobtrusive nature, and as a record of the house's 

continued occupancy . This structure also provides essential mechanical 

services to the 1772 section of the house. However 1 this decision was 

modified and this section was demolished . This report will document the 

findings of the architectural investigation of the structure and the 

restoration proposals with their rationale. 
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1. Existing Conditions 

A. General Description (as of 1975) 

The Deshler-Morris House is located on Germantown Avenue 

opposite Market Square. It is set back 16-feet from the curb, allowing 

the herringbone1 brick paved sidewalk to widen from its usual 7-foot 

width. The main house sits in the northeast corner of a lot which is 

277-feet deep by 100-feet wide . The garden which comprises the 

remainder of the property is beautifully maintained and nurtured and 

contains various exotic and local trees and plants, some of which were 

planted in the 18th and 19th centuries. Generally, however 1 the present 

layout of the garden is 20th century. Within the historical data section 

of this report, the garden is fully described. 

The property is fairly flat, sloping downwards slightly west to 

east and south to north 1 the residence being located at the low point of 

t he lot which is usually the least desirable situation. This, however, 

placed the house opposite Market Square, whereas the midpoint of the lot 

or a south side placement would not have allowed the residents to view 

the square as easily, or vice versa. 

The garden is separated from the sidewal k 1 to the east, by a 

6-foot tall vertical board and batten fence, approximately 100-years old. 

The fence is in good condition in most places, needing paint and some 

minor repair . The south end of the fence has a double swinging carriage 

gate opening onto a gravel driveway that extends 80-feet into the lot . 

The gate post needs repair and one gate needs rehanging. The 

fence, because of its age and design, should be retained. The south 

property line is straddled by an 18th century structure somewhat smaller 

than the Deshler-Morris House, now used as an insurance office, and 

offers an enhancement of the sense of privacy and history one feels at 

Deshler-Morris. Unfortunately, a recent addition on the back of this 18th 

century structure is not of the same character, and is a definite intrusion 

I. 1842 ·Morris sketch . 

1 



on the historic scen e, as well as a struc ture of questionable legality since 

it has windows opening onlo Desh ler-MorTis property while there is no 

right-of- way. 

To the west of this addition, a chain l ink fence 

property from the parking lot for the insurance company. 

lot is all but hidden from visitors to the garden because 

separates the 

This parking 

of the thick 

arrangements of flowers, shrubs, and trees planted there. Further along 

the south property line is another modern structure, a cinder block 

gymnasium for the neighboring Friends School. It too is partially hidden 

from view and its saving grace is that it is only 25-feet tall. 

The west property l ine is considerably foreshortened since the 

18th century, because 130-feet of this lot was sold, leaving a 277- foot 

garden. This is terminated with a chain link 8- foot h igh fence behind an 

early 20th century wrought iron fence. The ar·ea beyond is a play-yard 

for the school and is a pleasant open space , not in conflict with the mood 

of the Deshler-Morris House. 2 

The north side of the property , at the western end, is 

bordered by a paved parking area for the Germantown Savings Bank. 

The properties are separated by a wrought iron fence , a continuation of 

the west fencing, and various flower beds. This paved area, although 

cold and sterile as blacktop always is, at least retains a sense of 

openness that is traditional in the garden. 

This fence eventually butts into the Desh ler-Morris House to 

fully enclose the property. To the north is the Bringhurst House 

(portions of which are 18th century). A 3-1/2 stories high building which 

is separated from the Deshler-Morris House by a 9-foot alley is paved in 

bricks and in poor condition. This structure, recently acquired by the 

NPS, is deserving of an entire historic structures report of its own and 

is only briefly examined in' this report. 

2. See h istorical lot maps in historical data section. 

2 

I 

el 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

el 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

•• I 
I 



I 

•• 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
1e 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

•. 
I 
I 

..... 11'1-' 

ILLUSTRATION NO . 1 - STREET FACADE , 1975 . 
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The complex structure known as the Deshler-Morris House 

represents domestic constructions spanning approximately 160 years , 

executed in stone, brick, and wood . For the sake of s implicity, the 

sections of the house from east to west will be referred to as the 

following: 

I. The 1772 section (main house , 3-1/2 stories plus cellar) 

2. The 1750s section (2-1 / 2 stories plus cellar) 

3. The 1850s section (2 stories plus attic cr awl space built in 

at least two building programs) . 

4. The 1880s section (2 stories p lus attic crawl space built in 

two distinct build ing programs) 

5. The 1909 section - two separate additions (3 stories plus 

cellar and 2 stories plus cellar and attic). 

B . 1772 Section - Exterior 

The main house has a symmetric Federal style facade to the 

street, with a 1909 addition recessed on the, north side . The street 

facade has few modifications to its 18th century appearance, these being a 

pair of 1839 dormer windows on the roof, attic ventilators, a metal roof, 

taller chimneys added in 1861, second floor exterior louvered shutter_s, 

square downspouts, iron handrails on the front steps , and the 1909 

addition . Another major modification is the cream paint covering the 

original coursed stucco . T his stucco , a highly significant architectural 

feature of the building, is described in another section of this report . 

The structure retains a significant amount of original exterior hardware 

and woodwork . The four claspe,d hands of the Philadelphia 

Contributionship Insurance Company a re sti ll in place over the colonial 

doorway (America•s first fire company organized in 1752) . 

This section of the house has a gable roof with chimneys at 

both gables which are unexpressed on the exterior walls . The 
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fenestration of the house is practically unchanged . The second floor 

windows which originally had only interior shutters now have louvered 

exterior shutters, and are 12 over 12 light sash. The first floor windows 

are equal in size to the second floor windows, wi th the original exterior 

shutters on some of them. 

There are six cellar windows, 1/2 below grade in individual 

wells, two on the east, south , and north facades. Facing the street, the 

house offers 9-24 l ight sash, a pedimented door, and two pal ad ian dormer 

wi ndows. To the south, there are 6-24 light windows, three on the first 

and second floors, and 2-8 light w indows on the third f loor . The west 

has a 24 light window and a door with transom light on both first and 

second floors, opening onto the porch and balcony. The nor~h, now 

covered by the 1909 addition , had a single th ird floor window, and two 

small windows on the stai r landings . 

The 1772 section is largely original construction, with only some 

replacement members added over the years, and it is generally in very 

good condition . Once again, the appearance of the stucco has been 

mod ified greatly, at "present having no coursing or lintels. The chimney 

height , visible from all directions, has been raised. 

1. 1772 Stucco 

The original surface of the exterior walls of this section 

was scored stucco, in two coats on the rubble stone walls. The 

composition of the stucco was determined by Norman Weiss of S. P. N. E. A. 

and the co-author Peter Snell of the NPS. The first coat consisted of 2 

parts l ime, 3 parts crushed field stone, and a chopped binder jute. This 

course var ied from 1/2-inch to 3-inches thick, depending upon the stone 

behind i t . The outer coat was made up of part lime and 3-2/3 parts 

crushed field stone (mica shist). This was a thinner coat, from 1/8 to 

1/ 2-inch thick, with a l ight grey color . Crushed quartz and black mica 

was hand applied to the surface imitating f ine granite. 

The stucco was coursed in an imitation of ashlar 

construction with mortar l ines painted in l ight yellow. This was a 
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variation of the coursed stucco pattern that had been used 25-years 

earlier in the 1750s section. That earlier stucco is the oldest known 

example of the use of stucco in Philadelphia and may be attributable to 

the builder's German background. 

The d imensions and variations of the coursing are shown 

on the accompanying drawings. Generally, there were three separate 

techniques used on the 1772 section of the house. On the north wall, as 

seen in the 1891 photograph , no coursing was done and the surface was 

finished in a rough texture. On the east and west walls the coursing 

was laid out symmetrically with the window lintels having special 

emphasis. These lintels were scored as if a keystone existed and a jack 

arch spanned the window openings . The arches are the same color and 

on the same plane as the surrounding stucco. 

On the south wall the most elaborate work was done. The 

lintels were the same size and shape as those on the east and west walls, 

except they were a light cream color and stood out from the wall of l-inch 

and the keystone extended 2- inches beyond the wall. This can be seen 

on various pre-1909 photographs. 

In 1909 major changes were made. The exterior walls of 

the 1909 additions were stuccoed. While the mortar was mixed and the 

scaffolding was on the site, most of the remainder of the stucco on the 

house was patched or completely covered with a thick layer of hard 

Portland cement stucco. This stucco, a cream rather than gray, covered 

the coursing scores of the historic layer and eliminated the linte l design. 

On the south wall, instead of the elaborate lintels, large dominating 

keystones were projected on the wall over the original keystones. These 

new keystones stand out 1-1 /2-inches from the new surface of the wall 

stucco. 

The east wall was painted with a cream color cement wash 

or light stucco layer. The stucco was very thick and all but obscured 

the scoring lines. 

7 



The west wall was partially restuccoed but much of the 

original surface can be observed here and copied for restoration although 

the s u rface treat~ent had weathered off. T he tooled coursing li nes were 

3/16-inches wide and were painted in thin yellow lines on the wet stucco 

surface. The surface was float finished smooth. 

2. Shutters and Downspouts 

The ori.ginal shutters, on the first floor were very similar 

to those that are now in place. Some of these are original. The shutter 

pintels were imbedded 'in the window frames. Much of the present 

hardware is original but reapplied to accommodate added stucco thickness. 

The second floor had no exterior shutters until the 1860s . 

Those now on the second floor are the ones installed prior to an 1861 

photograph. (See Illustrations.) · 

In all photographs up to 1887, downspouts appear round, 

probably copper, and ended in conductor boots that extended about 

7-feet above grade. At present, they are rectangular, galvanized tin and 

copper, and the boots are gone. 

3. Chimneys 

Between the 1859 and 1861 photographs, the chimneys were 

extended by two courses with a capstone. This coin s ides with the 

installation detailed in the 1868 insurance policy, of the Malsinger furnaces 

in the building. The fireplaces were probably no longer usable for fires, 

and the capstone was needed to keep the rain and snow out. The flue 

height WqS also increased and 

through the sides at the top. 

the 1876 photograph. 

4. Roof 

the hot gases from the furnace escaped 

The present lightning rods first appear in 

The use of wood sh ingle roofs lasted until 1868 on the west 

slope, and 1887 on the east slope. At present, under the metal roof is a 

19th century bevel led butt wood shingle roof, visible from the attic and 

seemingly in good condition. Two roof hatches, usable before the 
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appl ication of the tin, are on the west slope. The southernmost hatch 

has its bottom corner cut off to allow for the enlargement in 1909 of the 

dormer· window that was constructed by 18&8, and removed shortly 

thereafter. 

Two galvanized ventilators straddle the roof's ridge. First 

installed in 1884, they were exchanged for a more modern design in 1948. 

C. 1750s Section - Exterior 

The 1750s section of the building is the original stone structure 

on the property. As has been documented in the historian's report, it 

was built around 1750, either when the property was purchased by David 

Desh ler, or .perhaps before this property transaction by Bringhurst. The 

author was unable to determine by architectural evidence a more exact 

date for its construction. Through paint layering it can be stated that 

this section preceded the 1772 section by 15 to 30 years. Also the first 

layers of paint are fine and expensive paints . This suggests that David 

Deshler, a paint and hardware importer, built the house for himself and 

could afford the fine finishes it first received. 

It is a shed structure of rubble stone construction, covered 

with coursed stucco (evidence on the south wall under the porch, and on 

the east wall as seen from the stairs descending to the cellar). This is 

the earliest known example of this type of stucco in Philadelphia, at this 

writing. There are numerous, major modifications in the south facade of 

this structure from its original appearance. The western doorway is 

completely changed; a window to the porch is now a doorway, the cove 

cornice has a sligh,tly different configuration, the roof is metal rather 

than wood shingle, the large chimney is gone, and a wide low dormer 

wi.ndow has been opened through the roof. The major visual modification 

to the structure was to the east , the construct ion of the main house, and 

the various additions to its west. Also, as in the case with the main 

house, the stucco has been covered with various layers of stucco that do 

not match the original. 
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At present there are 4-16 light windows on the second floor and 

2-24 light windows and two doorways on lhe first floor all facing south. 

Originally, there were three windows and one doorway on the first floor. 

Additionally there was one doorway on each of the first and second floors 

facing the street/ and three window s racing west, one on each floor and 

one in the attic. The north wall was blank (it is now covered by the 

1909) addition). Recent evidence shows that the first door to the porch 

was a Dutch door. The present frame door was installed at the time the 

center doorway was converted from a panel door to a French door. 

The original structure measured 16·feet by 32-feet. The street 

facade consisted of two doorways, one above the other. The first floor 

doorway , with transom window, led out to the street. All the framing 

and trim for this doorway are still in situ, some buried in the plaster and 

lath installed in 1772 when the main house was constructed, however, 

some trim is st il l ·exposed and in use. The molding of this door frame, 

which is c_learly visible by removing the 1772 door jamb, had been painted 

only once. It has a very delicate profile, flatter than what could be 

expected in the mid-18th century and more sophisticated. The original 

tooled coursing of the stucco is also visible at this door jamb. (See 

Illustration No. 30.) 

Originally this doorway was extremely high and narrow, 

7-1/2-feet by 3-feet with a transom extending 1-foot 6-inches above that. 

The second floor doorway, directly over the first floor 

doorway, was much shorter, 6-feet and 1- inch by 3-feet, and had a 

transom window over-head. It probably opened onto a small porch or 

balcony which might have had a wooden stairway to grade. Investigation 

of the stucco wall surface was impossible here. The main house plaster 

was applied directly to this stucco and an academic investigation to 

determine what happened outside th is door would have severely damaged 

historic 1772 fabric. The Ger·manlown Avenue setback and the existence 

of the second floor doorway are uncommon features that clearly establ ish 

the possibility that the original builder anticipated the construction of the 

main house when the 1750s section was built. 
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The south garden side of the original building had seven 

windows, one doorway, and a set of bulkhead doors . The bulkhead is 

completely gone, a· cellar window in its place. There remain six original 

windows, all built in place, only the sash being repl~cements. 

The window opening onto the mansion's back porch had been 

opened into a doorway by 1842. The west elevation consisted of three 

windows, the first and second floor windows3 lined up opposite the 

doorways on the street side of the structure, and an attic window more in 

the center of the facade. The two lower windows are gone, both now 

being doorways . 

1. 1750s . Stucco 

The stucco was originally applied in one thick coat trawled 

smooth, with additional aggregate applied to the surface while the stucco 

was wet. It was cream colored and had broad, 1/2-inch thick scoring lines 

tooled into the wall and painted with white .. trim paint. The full pattern 

is shown on the drawings. 

Numerous coats of repair stucco overlay this historic 

stucco (see Illustration No . 13) on the south facade. The area from 

3-feet above grade to grade is Portland cement similar to that which 

covers the 1772 south wall. Cement also forms the cove, which is stucco 

on meta l lath that was formed in 1909 and repaired in 1951. The old 

framing members are still in .place giving us the old configuration of the 

cove which was very similar to the existing cove. (See Illustration No . 

10.) 

The area above 3-foot 0-inches above grade has numerous 

patches and layers to the stucco. An interesting section of restuccoing 

is located under the porch where an attempt was made to copy the 1772 

stucco on top of the 1750s stucco (the 1772 stucco was originally layed out 

as a copy of t he 1750s stucco) . 

3. See 1842 drawing by Morris. 
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Two areas of special interest are areas of original stucco 

that were covered by subsequent construction . One is near the cellar 

stairs in the 1772 section as one passes the original front wall of the 1750s 

section. The other is from the attic of the 1850s secti0n looking at the 

west wall of the 1750s section. (See Illustration No. 12.) 

The north facade was rough trawled stucco, with no 

fenestration. It was built on the property line and offered a blank 

surface to the neighboring Bringhurst House . At present, the two 1909 

additions cover almost all of the north facade which is therefore entirely 

20th century in appearance . 

The shed roof, retaining its original height and slope, was 

continued upward over the 1909 addition, the result being that the overall 

height of the 1909 north wall is greater than the north wall had been in 

the 1750s. The surface was originally wood shingles which were replaced 

by its pr.esent metal covering dating from 1887. (See Illustration No. II.) 

A low, wide dormer window was punched through the roof 

in 1909 to raise head room in the attic and increase natura l lighting. 

The chimney at present is smaller than the original, 

according to the evidence found. This evidence consisted of the plaster 

edge of the original chimney showing the original chimney profile, plus 

the original attic floor framing members, presently spliced and extended 

to cover the opening that resulted from the remova l of the original 

chimney. The heigh t of the original chimney is unknown. 

D. 1850s Section - Exterior 

The first floor of the 1850s section was constructed around 1839, 

according to an insurance survey (see history data section). It is al~o of 

rubble stone construction, stuccoed to approximate the adjacent 1750 

structure, shed roofed with wood shingles, and is basically unchanged in 

south elevation except for the stucco. The second floor, added in 1856, 

is wood frame with wood clapboards over the studs. The west wall is 

masonry construction covered with stucco. 
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Stone construction at Deshler-Morris ended in 1856. All 

previous walls had been of rubble stone and stucco. A 5-foot addition to 

the first floor was built of brick, and wood framing was used on the 

second floor (see in s urance surveys). The north wall was broken bY, two 

windows, one per fl oor· . Both are now doorways connecting the 1850s 

section with the 1909 section. The first floor had a doorway on its west 

to the garden , two large windows to the south, one small window to the 

south in the 5-foot addition, and a doorway cut from an old window to 

the 1750s section. (Rooms 208 to 209 in architectural drawings) . 

The roof was wood shingle, as seen in the 1842 sketch, and 

followed the slope of the 1750s shed roof . Stucco with coursing was used 

on the south , f irs t floor, and it is presently buried beneath a layer of 

Portland cement stucco from 1909. 

The second floor added in 1856, had a cornice that was an exact 

imitation of the 1750s cornice (see Illustration No. 15) and the floor was 

set back 2-1/2-feet to form a small trellised balcony. The original roof 

was iron plate and may indicate the date wood shingles began to be 

rep laced. 

The north wall was left as exposed brick above the second 

floor . Clapboards were applied to the west walls, above door height, and 

to t he entire south facade. Some of the former can also be seen from the 

attic of the 1909 addition along this west wall . (See Illustration No. 14. ) 

E. 1909 Section - Exterio r 

Along the north wall of all four previous sections was 

constructed the 1909 addition, designed to modernize and service the older 

portion of the house. It is divided into two nonattached sections . A 

7-foot wide by 19-foot long, 3-stories tall section was attached to the 

north gable of the main house. This section was sensitively designed in 

imitation of the character and details of the 1772 structure. It is also an 

example of the Colonial Revival architecture then in style . 

13 



Its meta l roof (by 1909 the main house had a nietal roof) peaks 

on the same line as that of the main house. It has a dormer window that 

is a brother of the two dormer windows on the main house . It is rough 

stuccoed as is the remainder of the north wall of the main house. Lastly, 

it is set back from the front facade of the Deshler-Morris to be as 

unobtrusive as possible. 

This addition was typical of the best attempts to update 

mechanical systems and add indoor plumbing to fine homes without 

damaging their structure or fabric during the early 20th century. It 

provides three toilets, one per floor. Previous to this, the occupants 

had to use the-toilet in the wing, on the second f loor of the 1850s section 

or use the outhouse. 

Furthermore, this addition provides heat on the third f loor of 

the main house, a feat that was impossible before, since all the possible 

chimney flues were already in use supplying heat to the f irst and second 

floors. 

In restoration, I propose that this addition could still serve us 

in the same fashion, supplying heat and toilets. 

The back part of the 1909 addition is mass ive, 7- feet wide by 

64-feet long and 2- 1/2-stories high. This section was designed to most 

efficiently serve as toilets and storage for the back wing, regardless of 

what damage was done to the walls of the previous sections. The 

Morris's respect for the main house, thought of as being the oldest 

structure on the site, did not extend to the wing . Because of this, large 

areas of the 1750s section were damaged by the 1909 construction which 

are detailed in subsequent sections of th is report. 

The north wall of this structure is perforated with many 

windows, the rigt)t-of-way having been purchased from the Bringhurst 

fami ly before construction. This changed the entire character of the 

north facade which had offered an almost hostile, blank surface to 

Bringhurst. 
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This section of the 1909 addition was des igned as a continuation 

of the shed roof of the previous addit ions, raising and unifying all the 

roof lines. A metal roof was laid and the surface thoroughly 

waterproofed. The original coping stones of the 1750 roof were moved and 

reused on the 1909 addition. 

Each addition is unique and clearly defined , telling the story of 

growth as a result of need for additional space more ·clearly t han any 

written historical analysis could convey. 

Beyond the 1880s section , free standing in the garden is the 

necessary, bui It in 1860 (see Illustration No. 17 ). It has fou r doors, 

opening into four separate compartments each with two or three built-in 

seats ( ten in all). Its hipped roof is metal applied over the wood shingle 

roof. This is the only outbuilding to survive to the present. 

F . 1750 Section - Interior 

The 1750 'section, as originally built, . was divided into four 

principle rooms, two per floor . From 1868 to 1949 t he first f loor was 

utilized as a single room. The evidence of t he original location of all 

part ition walls is clear under the nonhistoric plaster layers on the walls, 

and on the floor boards concealed under the nonhistoric floor ing on the 

second floor. The investigative process was facilitated in this section of 

the house by the method of construction used in changes to the original 

layout. Walls were rep lastered , leaving original plaster underneath , 

floors were reboarded leaving original floorboards in place , and door 

frames were rehung in new locations, leaving original hardware and paint 

layering intact. Because of these situations, very li ttle is conjectural in 

the complete analysis of how the 1750 section appeared in 1750, in 1793 

when Washington lived there, or in the 19th century after changes. 

In addit ion, there was a full cellar, accessible from the 

exterior, and an attic reached by a winder stairs from the second floor . 

In the cellar openings, t he foundation walls have been broken 

through to connect this space with the cellar spaces of the additions. 
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The fireplace foundations have been removed and an oil burning furnace 

has been installed . 

On the f irst floor, the partition wall has been removed and 

rebuilt in a new location by the NPS, the original winder stairs and closet 

are gone, as w·ell as the corner closet and fireplace, and the floor level 

has been raised. . This space served as a dining area and pantry from 

the 1850s to 1949, during which time several changes · in doorways and 

partition walls are evident. The original trim, chair rails , baseboards, 

and window sills have been either removed or covered with new plaster. 

As in the cellar I second ' and attic floors' major openings have been 

broken through the north wall to facilitate access to the 1909 addition. 

These openings have changed the character and proportions of the 

original spaces and ·full restoration is impossible without filling in these 

doorways and removing the connection to the 1909 spaces. 

On the second f loor, the partition wall has been moved although 

parts of the original partition were reused, the fireplace has been taken 

out and new flooring has been applied over the original floorboards. A 

closet has also been removed and a modern, 1909 cabinet was installed in 

its place. The winder stairs to the attic did escape alteration. 

1. 1750s Cellar - Room 04 

This single space measures 12-feet 8-inches by 28-feet 

6-inches. It is presently accessib le by various means, none of which are 

original . To the north there ar e two passages , each 2-feet 6- inches wide, 

from the 1909 addition. To the west is an opening to the 1850 section 

leading to stairs installed in 1856. These openings are stongly reinforced 

with heavy timber lintels to withstand the stone load above. To the east 

is an opening made in 1772 to the main house almost 5-feet wide and 

roughly cut th rough the foundations. It is framed in rotted 4 by 4's 

(see Illustration No. 19) and the t hreshold stone for the doorway above 

( invisible from the first floor ) spans the opening in a seemingly 

precarious, cantilevered position that it has maintained for 203 years. 
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To the south are two windows into below grade wells, and 

a shaft opening under the porch ( see Illustration No. 18). One window 

opening is or iginal. The shaft was probably a means of dumping material 

into the cellar for storage, and the center window was originally a 

bulkhead stairway for access from the garden. It is presently filled with 

brick from window sill height to t he cellar floor. There is an arched 

brick lintel over the opening which is not which is not present over the 

other window 1 which has a flat-bottomed lintel. The arch was n~cessary 

to increase head room when using the stairs. The cel lar floor is a 

concrete slab, 4-inches . thick. During restoration work, it was 

determined that no brick floor existed under this slab. No foundation for 

the fireplaces above was found when this area was inspected by an 

archeologist (see Appendix). 

An oil burning furnace occupies the floor area where the 

original f i replace foundations once stood. Presently, two brick piers 

support the small chimney against the north wall. 

2. 1750s - First Floor 

This level is divided into two rooms. At present Room 109 

is quite small , 13-feet, 0- inches by 7-feet 0-inches 1 and Room 110 is 

larger , 13-feet, 0-inches by 21-feet 6-inches. Originally and t hrough 1868 

(see insurance survey) the space was divided more equally. This floor 

was built as the kitchen and living areas before the construction of the 

1772 section. This · usage changed with the addition of more luxurious 

living space in 1772. The kitchen remained a kitchen. However 1 the 

living area became kitchen storage. This remained so until 1834, when 

the new addition moved the kitchen further away f rom the main house, 

and this became a secondary kitchen . 

a. Room 109 

The present wall separating Room 109 from Room 110 

was built by t he NPS in 1949 to create an office for the house guides . 

The door and door frame in this modern wall are reused of 1909 vintage. 
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The original size of Room 109 was 16-feet, 6-inches by 

13-feet. The location of the partition wall is clearly visible as a scar on 

the original plaster layer at the garden door jamb . As described in the 

1839 insurance survey, the first floor consisted of two rooms, the door 

between them having double architraves (one on each s ide of the 

openings). The original room , therefore, had two windows facing the 

garden, a door-way· to the street, (after 1772 a doorway to the main 

house), the winder stairs, and t he large fireplace. 

Before 1850 when the floor level was raised, and prior 

to the 1845 sketch, (see historical data section) likely as part of the 1772 

construction, the westerly window facing the garden was made into a door 

(see Illustration No . 20) . This, too , was a transomed doorway with a 

kind of Dutch door below. The type of hinges used suggest that it may 

have been two glazed upper sash and a bottom door that swung inward. 

This feature was short-lived , being converted from a Dutch door to a 

French door before 1845. The wood that framed this door had been 

previously used as porch posts for a structure completely unrelated to 

the known structures at this site. 

Around 1850 the floor level of the first floor was 

raised 9-inches, making the floor level flush with that of the main house. 

This was done for two reasons. One, obviously, was to avoid the step 

between the main house and its 11 kitchen 11
, as it was then used. 

Secondly, the dampness was a problem in the cellar because of the site 

location, as previously described, at the low point of the property. The 

old first floor joists were below outside grade and consequently suffered. 

The new joists were laid d irectly on the old flooring, without removing 

the old flooring or the old joists, and embedded into the masonry walls in 

new holes, above exterior grade. This solution worked well. 

Unfortunately, the old floorboards buried beneath the new f raming system 

are not the original floorboards. One sing le floorboard, partially buried 

in the wall itself, was found to have had wrought nails in it. The 

remainder have cut nails of 19th century vintage. 
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b. Doorway Between Rooms 107 and 109 

This doorway originally served as the front door of 

the house. It was a tall doorway with a stone threshold and . a glazed 

transom overhead. The threshold stone is sti ll in place, visible from the 

cellar. The transom bar now serves as the doorhead and the transom 

window is plastered over on both sides with hand-split lath nailed with 

hand-wrought nai ls, evidence that it was plastered in the 18th century 

( 1772 when the main house was constructed). (See Illustration Nos. 21 to 

27.) The door jambs extend 9-inches below the present floor level to 

the old floorboards below. The discovery by x-rays of the transom 

window, was the first clue in the investigation that the construction of 

the back section of the structure preceded construction of the main 

house. 

After 1772 there was a step down to enter Room 109 

from Room 107. When the floor level was raised, this step was eliminated. 

Three layers of plaster are found on most of the watts 

of the 1750 section. The original layer was in use until 1834 when the 

first floor of the next addition was constructed. This layer consisted of 

a brown coat applied d irectly to the rubble stone wall, and a thin finish 

coat. The next layer was only a finish coat applied directly to the 

previous plaster after scoring the finish surface. The most recent layer 

was applied in 1909 . It was a more elaborate rehabilitation. All the walls 

were furred out with I by 11s and wood lath was used. All the ceiling 

plaster and almost all the old, original ceiling plaster lath was removed 

and new plaster applied. At doors and windows the o r iginal splayed 

plaster jambs and heads were buried behind wood jambs and new heads. 

New sills and trim were applied over the existing, damaging but not 

destroying the original woodwork. 

c. X- Ray Process 

With the guidance of David Hart of the Society for 

the Preservation of New England Antiquities, x-ray analysis was 

conducted by the NPS at Deshler-Morris. The decision to use x-rays was 

made to avoid costly and damaging investigation into the fabric of the 1772 
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section which was thought to be the original structure on the site. T he 

process immediately shed new light on the construction sequence of the 

house. As x-ray 1., 2, and 3 illustrate, the first shots determined the 

existence of a transom window over an interior doorway. Through logic 

and careful examination of that doorway the "Back Wing" was found to 

predate the main house. 

With in the constraints of the types of materials 

through which x-rays can pass, this process was an invaluable tool in the 

investigation and its continued use is encouraged. 

d. Doorway Between Porch 108 and Room 109 

This doorway was originally a window and was altered 

in the 1839 construction. The original p laster , in the splayed jambs, 

exist~ only as far down as window sill height. The second plaster layer 

extends down to the lower floorboard level, proving its change from a 

window to a door while the lower floorboards were in use. This doorway 

is seen in the 1842 drawing by Samuel Morris (see historic data section). 

In this drawing the other 1750s section doorway to the garden still has 

the transom window above and was not altered yet (see Illustration 20). 

e. Arched Openings To Room 111 

There are two arched openings to Room Ill, 1909 

addition, f rom Rooms 109 and 110. They were broken through the original 

north wall in 1909 and destroyed important sections of the 1750s north 

wall. The profile of the original fireplace was lost when the openings 

were made, and with the change of floorboards in the 1850s, more 

important evidence was lost making it more difficult to determine the size 

of that fireplace. 

f. Winder Stairs 

Entering Room 109 from the main house to the right of 

the doorway are the plaster outlines of a set of winder stairs that 

connected the f irst and second floors (see Illustration Nos. 28 and 29). 

There were 15 risers to the second floor, about 8-1/2-inches each. Also, 

the plaster revealed that there was a closet enclosing the stairs that 

started one step up from floor level . 
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These stairs were in use before and after the main 

house was built, and remained in use until the early 19th century when 

they were removed, probably when the stairs in Room 112 to the second 

floor were added in 1856. At thi s point, the original plaster was covered 

with a n ew plaster layer, covering the outline or the stairs. 

Th is construction, ca. 1856, also probably marks the 

removal of the old floorboards and installation of new floorboards for the 

entire first f loor of the 1750s section. The main fireplace in Room 109 was 

removed and a smaller one took its place. 

The winder stairs from the first f loor to the second 

floor were enclosed in a closet. A door and closet still exist in situ, on 

the second floor which is proposed as a model for restoration of the lost 

first floor woodwork . The second floor framing system was designed to 

accommodate this stair system and has a header running east-west which 

is mortised and tennoned into its end joist. The tennon extending 

through this joist, and the west side of the joist itself, are covered with 

the stains from brick and mortar. This is evidence that the fireplace, on 

the first floor, butted against the stair closet on the east . Evidence of 

mortar stai ns on these joi sts also indicated a shallow arch 1 (called a 

trimmer arch) , sprang to a header, to support the hearth (see 

Illustration No. 36). 

g. Room 110 

Originally th is room measured 13-feet, 0-inches by 

13-feet 0-inches. To the south it had a door to the yard and a window, 

bot h of which have been modified, yet still exist. The west wall has 

greatly changed. In the southwest corner was a corner closet, equal to 

the second floor existing closet. In the investigation the original plaster 

was exposed below the sill of the south wall window. The plaster stops 

at the west edge of the sill, and rough stone is visible for the remainder 

of the wall. This is evidence of the previous existence of a corner 

cupboard , with wood backing as on the second floor 1 extending from the 

window jamb to the corner. 
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This is also evidenced in the original stone work and 

plaster that the west wall originally had a window. The corner cupboard 

cut diagonally across from the west jamb of the south wall window to the 

·south jamb of this west wall window. On the earliest plaster layer to the 

north of the opening, the remains of the chair rai l are clearly visible: 

Above the chair rail , the plaster neatly turns to form a plastered jamb. 

Below the chair rail the plaster is crudely broken off. 

To the north of this opening, on the west wall, is a 

door opening that has been filled with brick and then plastered over. 

The opening is broken through the original plaster (not an original 

doorway) and contemporary with the second plaster layer. However, it 

was out of use, (filled with brick) , before the floor was raised ( 1850s). 

Obviously the sequence of events on this wall is very complicated . 

Originally in 1750, there was a corner closet butting into a window. In 

1834 when the addition was built, the Morris's opened a doorway to the 

north of this window. In 1856 the construction of the stairs to the cellar 

in Room 113 made this doorway inoperable and it was filled in with brick. 

To connect Rooms 110 and 112 the window was enlarged to a doorway. In 

1868 with the construction of the second floor over t he 1850s section, this 

doorway became inoperable again because the bottom two steps interfered 

so the corner cupboard was removed and the doorway was moved over to 

the south end of the west wall, where it is today. 

3. 1750s - Second Floor 

This area is divided into two rooms of almost the same 

dimensions as the original rooms. The partition wall is built largely of 

reused material and was originally 2-feet west of its present location, as 

clearly seen on the old floorboards and the original window sill . In Room 

207 is found the original stair closet with the winder stairs to the attic 

and the door that once led to the first floor. Room 208 has its or ig inal 

corner c upboard. The original floorboards are all here, buried, beneath 

a 19th century layer of flooring. The windows are basically the same, 

trim, and plaster having been added over the originals rather than 

removing and replacing them. Generally'· the second floor offers a much 

richer selection of 18th century fabric than did the first floor. 
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a. Room 207 

The major architectural features of this space 

included a fireplace, a cabinet, and a pair of winder stairs enclosed by 

paneling. The ascending half of the stairs are still there connecting the 

second floor and the attic. 

The doorway connecting Room 206 and 207 is a 

condition similar to the first floor doorway between Room 107. and 109. It 

was originally the doorway from the 1750 section to the outside until 1772. 

It can be deduced from various aspects of its design, 

that the original 1750s structure was constructed with the knowledge and 

intention that it would eventually serve as ancillary space to a larger 

unit. It is most unusual for an 18th century small house to present two 

doorways to the street, one above the other, with no other fenes.tration. 

The profile of the street facade, a steep-roofed shed, was also not 

conventional. Lastly , it was set back 40-feet from the curb, allowing 

room for construction in front of it. From its stone construction. and fine 

woodwork, one can safely state that it was not a temporary structure that 

was saved for the sake of economy in 1772. More likely, it was a first 

investment by David Deshler, when he first bought the property from 

Bringhurt, and it was intellingently planned to be of use when his 

finances allowed for more elaborate accommodations. 

b. Winder Stairs and Closet 

Room 207 was connected to both the first and attic 

floors by winder stairs. The paneling still exists·· (see Illustration No. 

33) , with all its hardware, and the stairs to the attic are in mint 

condition. Only the stairs to the first floor, as previously described, are 

gone. The closets are hands·omely paneled, as shown on the drawings. 

Alongside the stair closet, a cabinet, (see Illustration 

Nos. 34 and 35) which was installed with glazed doors, appears to have 

been the third closet to occupy this area. 

nontapered screws datable to the mid-1860s. 
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Originally, there had been a small closet, 2-feet 

9-inches by 3-feet l- inch deep, that was f lush with the stair closet and 

extended from the stair closet to the fireplace. 

c . The Fireplace 

This is the most important missing architectural 

feature of the house and, fortunately, much evidence remains to tell us 

how it originally appeared. It was a large kitchen fireplace on the first 

floor , a smaller sitting room fireplace on the second floor, and smaller 

warming hearth in the attic. It was originally used as the only fireplace 

before 1772, and afterwards served as the kitchen and servants heat 

source , until its demolition around 1850, after approximately 100-years of 

use. It was not needed at this point for two reasons. The cooking 

function was moved further from the main house to the 1850 section to 

better isolate the smoke and smells associated with cooking, and the cellar 

of the 1750 section was the best location for the installation of a boiler 

that required a flue of its own. (The only other excavated cellar space 

being the 1772 section and a boiler, this would have meant a major 

alteration or demolition of one of the fireplaces there, which were of much 

finer design and detailing.) 

In the cellar we only have the first floor framing 

system visible as evidence of the fireplace . The opening formed by the 

hearth header and its supporting joists measures 11-feet 3-inches by 

5-feet 3- inches. 

This established the overall space that is available for 

the fireplace and hearth. The north wall is pierced twice by the 

openings to the 1909 section of the cellar, and the outlines of the chimney 

supports are lost . The cellar brick flooring and chimney foundations 

were nonextant. 

The first floor offers us skimpy evidence of the 

fireplace. As previously mentipned, the framing system established 

maximum overall dimensions. The floorboards (older layer that lies below 

the newer joist and flooring system) are not original and postdate the 
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removal of the fireplace so they do not reflect the 'for m of the f i replace. 

The north wall , as in the cell ar, is perforated at the critical points so 

that the out l ines of the fi r eplace and chimney breast are mi ssing . The 

second floor framing is original and intact and gives us the overall 

dimension and looking more closely , some detai ls of the fireplace 

construction. Also the winder stairs of which we have clear evidence on 

the f irst floor and second f loor, define the l imitation of how far the first 

floor f i replace can extend. Lastly, we have neighboring historic houses 

of the same per iod as well as contemporary design sources. 

Grumblethorpe , a neighboring 18th century house on 

Germantown Avenue was of special interest and usefulness in comparing 

and reinforcing our interpretations of the evidence. I t was bu i lt by John 

Wister, an uncle of David Deshler in 1744. Th is b u i lding has many 

elements . in common with t h e Desh ler- Morris House including a simi lar 

cooking f i rep lace . 

At t he Deshler-Morris House , rear wing, 1750s 

section, first floor ex tens ion to the west, it was assumed that the 

f i replace but ted against the part ition wa l l that separated Room 109 and 110. 

The location of th is partition, as previously described , is k nown. This 

g ives us the overal l east-west dimension of the fireplace. The width and 

extens ion of the hearth was determined from the exist ing f irst f loor 

framing. I t was assumed on the west to also butt into the parti tion wall 

and on the east to run up to the end of the header, since the end joist 

could not have been included in the hearth, as i t would have been a fire 

hazard . This assumption is furt her documented by the mortar stains on 

the west side of the east end joist. To determine the depth of the 

fireplace and hearth several other f actors were u sed . 

The overall depth of the hearth, p lus t h e firep lace 

( 5 1411
), was known from the location of the first f loor hearth header. T h e 

breakdown of depth was determined from evidence on the second floor . 

The second floor offered much more evidence of the 

nonex istent f i replace. T he framing system i s intact, t h e f loorboards are 
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intact and some original plaster on the north wall has survived. The 

width of the fireplace is easily determinable by the opening in the original 

flooring that butted into the original brickwork . This is 7-feet 10-inches. 

This dimension corresponds to the end of the shelving in the closet 

previously described. The depth was determined by a notch in the 

floorboards (see I llustration No. 37) wher~ presumably the brickwork and 

plaster stopped. As can be seen on the second floor framing plan, the 

hearth did not extend the entire width of the brickwork. The space for 

the hearth is boxed by the framing system. 

The brick hearth, presumably of square bricks as 

was used in the main house, was supported on a trimmer arch that 

sprung from the first floor chimney. This arch is visi ble in the mortar 

stains (see Illustration No. 36) on the west end joist. The inner surface 

of the east end joist is not visible since it is covered by a structural 

member installed when the fireplace was taken out. 

The depth of this hearth and fireplace was duplicated 

on the first floor . This corresponds to the depths found in neighboring 

historic houses of the same per iod. 

d. Partition Wall Between Rooms 207 and 208 

. The wall is not presently located at its original 

position. However, it is made up of many of its original parts. The door 

and architraves on both sides of the doorway are original as known from 

paint layer ing. The boards of the wall are original and secured with 

hand-wrought nails . 

Its original location is known from scars on the 

floorboards, the south wall, and on window trim. It originally ran into 

the window jamb of the window above the south garden door. Later , 

when the wall was removed, a pie-shaped piece of sill and chair rail were 

instaiied along with a new plaster jamb to fin ish both jambs of the window 

equally. 
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e. Room 208 

This room was probably used as the original bedroom 

for David Deshler. After 1772 it might have remained a bedroom for 

servants who would have lived near the k i tchen. It probably maintained 

this function until well into the 19th century when more spaces were 

added. Presently the room is much larger than its original size. The 

wall separating it from the 1909 addition has been completely removed and 

the spaces function together. With the demo I ition of t he north wall 1 any 

evidence of windows was removed but, from the 1891 photographs, we 

know the original north wall had no window openings. 

In the southwest corner of the room 1 is an original 

corner cupboard. This 225-year old cupboard is assumed to be similar to 

the missing cupboard on the first floor, varying only in height. 

To the north of the cupboard on the west wall is the 

present door opening to Room 209. As in the case of the west wall on 

the f irst floor, this opening was once a window and was modified as the 

house grew (see Illustration Nos. 38 1 39, and 40) . 

To the east of the corner cupboard on t he south wall 

is a window basically unchanged, except for the addition of wood trim and 

a wood sill, over the original 1750s sill and plaster jamb. 

The floorboards were covered with new floorboards in 

1884 because of the sag in the floor . The sag was caused by the 

demol it ion of the original fireplace and t he disruption of the structural 

system at that time. The 1890 flooring is shimmed up at the low points of 

the old f looring resulting in a level surface . This was corrected by the 

restorat ion work proposed in this report. 

f . Doorway Between Rooms 208 and 209 

This opening was original ly a window, as seen on the 

1842 Morris sketch. When the second floor of the 1850s section was 

constructed in 1856 the opening was enlarged to a doorway . The 

floorboards still stopped at the line where the wall used to be and the 
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door itself was on the middle step of the three steps leading down to 

Room 209. This set of steps continued in use until 1884, when new 

flooring was introduced into Rooms 207 and 208, and this new flooring 

was continued up to the new doorway, allowing the door to function at 

the height of Room 208. This moved the steps out into Room 209 (see 

Illustration Nos. 38, 39, and 40) . 

g . The Corner Cupboard 

On the second floor in the southwest corner of Room 

208 is the original corner cupboard (see Illustration Nos . 41 and 42). It 

still has al l its original hardware , shelves and trim, and sits on the 

original floorboards. The cupboard is typical of the mid-18th century. It 

is d ivided into two sections at chair rail heigh t by the nosing and agee 

trim of the chair rail cutting across it. Above and below are double 

swinging paneled doors on "H" hinges , the paneling matching that of the 

part ition door and t he stair closet door in Room 207. As shown i n the 

paint study (see Appendix), original paneling on this floor offers an 

excellent decorative history of this section. 

The upper part of the cupboard is d ivided by five 

"Butterfly 11 shelves. The profile of these shelves is seen on the drawing . 

The lower section has two shelves of the same design. The cupboard is 

backed in wide boards rather than exposed plaster and has both cei ling 

and base moldings . The base molding is simply baseboar~ carried around 

the closet. The ceiling molding is an interesting 4-inch cyma recta with a 

beaded fillet molding below. This molding is original to the cupboard . It 

is similar to but differentiated from that which is found on the stair 

closet by the size of the curve and its composite nature. 

4 . 1750s - The Attic 

a. Room 306 

This space has also suffered from all the changes the 

Deshler-Morris House has undergone . The large ch imney from the two 

fireplaces below it has been removed and a small flue installed from the 

oil burner. For restoration evidence we have the clear outline in the 

joist system of the size of the original chimney (see architectural 
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drawing ). Half of the north wall has been removed, from the flue to the 

west wall. Also, although most of the roof joists are original and in good 

condition , several have been cut to open the dormer window that 

dominates this room and allows one to stand up. Originally, only a small 

child could stand in the attic, yet a hearth and fireplace were 

constructed here. However, this room does contain a fif)e collection of 

original floorboards and rosehead .flooring nails . 

G . Main House - 1772 Section 

This section of the house has been used as the main living 

space from 1772 until 1949 with the benefit of con tinuous occupation and 

maintenance. It remains in excellent condition both in terms of visible 

fabric and structural . integ rity. The first and second floors have 

undergone few changes in its 200-year history because of the respect the 

Morris fami ly had for the buildings historic sig n ificance. Both the third 

floor and cel lar have been modified for utilitarian purposes. 

The purpose of the construction of the 1909 addition to the main 

house was to facilitate the heating and servicing of this structure while 

incurring the least damage possible to its historic fabric. The presense 

of this addition is impossible to detect from the first and second floors of 

the main house. This care was not considered necessary in the cellar, 

third floor, 1750s section, or the 1880s section. This sensitivity is of 

interpretive value in the historical analysis of Deshler-Morris. The 

contrast of the utilitarian way all spaces were treated, except for the two 

floors of the main house, offers ins ights into this family. 

1 . 1772 Cellar - Rooms 02 and 03 

These two areas are divided by a structural brick wall, 

with t hree arched openings (see Illustration No. 44), which is needed to 

cut the span of the joists in half. The exterior walls are whitewashed 

rubble stone, the foundations of the house itself. The floor is a concrete 

slab and the ceiling of Room 03 is plastered on wire lath on the joists . 

The undersides of the floorboards above are partially exposed, and 

partially covered with hand-split lath and plaster applied in 1772. 
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The west wall of the area is broken by the doorway to the 

1750s cellar. This opening was cut through the original 1750s foundation 

wall into that cellar. In the northwest corner of Room 03 are the stairs 

connecting the cellar with the first floor of the 1772 section . These stairs 

will be described later. 

The south wall of Room 03 has one window well , one 

corner fireplace foundation, and a bulkhead entrance. All are origi_nal 

and basically unchanged. The bulkhead is presently enclosed at the 

cellar level with a glazed door. This dates from 1884 and was probably 

installed to conserve heat. In Room 02, the south wall has an original 

window well and an arch that is presently blocked up with brick, that 

supports the main south fireplaces. There was either a structural 

problem or the owner built an ash pit . Between the fireplace foundation 

and the brick load bearing partition wall was a c loset. The shelf marks 

are still visible in the plaster . 

The east wall is symmetrical ly divided by two original 

window wells. Steel supports were added in 1909 along this wall to 

supplement the rotting ends of the joist system. 

The north wall is Room 02 has the arched opening of the 

chimney foundation intact and unblocked. The present heat.ing system 

breaks into the chimney with a duct to heat the second floor with hot air. 

The oil burner for the main house stands directly in front of this chimney 

founda-tion. In Room 03 a doorway has been broken through to the 

cellar of the 1909 addition. This doorway is one of the reasons the stairs 

leading down to the cellar were modified. 

A window opening still exists on t his wall now connecting 

Room 03 and the 1909 addition, whereas it originally connected Room 03 

with the outside. 

Two brick piers , free standing in the middle of Room 03, 

are mentioned in the 1868 insurance survey (see Illustration No. 43) . 

They inters~ct the framing system at critical points where additional 

support was needed and the joists are Frudely wedged up over them . 
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A coal bin once occupied part of Room 02, the deliveries 

being made from Germantown Avenue through one of the two cellar 

windows. 

At present, located in the cellar , are large hot air ducts 

th~t convey the heat to the various firep lace foundations and up partition 

walls. Overall the system ingeniously damages very little historic fabric . 

2. 1772 , - First Floor 

This floor is the main entry, eating, and entertaining 

space of the house. One room, Room 103, has undergone modifications . 

The rest of the floor is almost exactly as it was after construction. The 

layout is fairly typical of Germantown , even to the sizes o{ the rooms. 

Originality was expressed only in some of the detailing used and in the 

luxuriousness of furnishings and hangings. 

A central hall divides the house in half. This hall has a 

large door at each end, one to the street and one to the garden. On 

entry, to the right is the dining room and beyond is the stairs and 

entrance to the kitchen. On the left is the formal living room, and 

beyond that is the sitting room looking out on the garden . If the house 

had been located on the south border of the property, this layout would 

· simply have been reversed, as observed in other Germantown houses. 

' Each of the two main rooms has a handsome fireplace. The 

sitting room has a corner fireplace of slightly smaller size (typical period 

homes in Germantown had back-to·back corner fireplaces in the living and 

sitting rooms). The sound construction, rich detailing, and magnificent 

gardens must have been determining factors in Washington•s choice of 

Deshler-Morris as his residence during the fall of 1793 and summer of · 

1794. The dining room is supposedly the room in which the Cabinet met 

several times . Its appropriate furnishings and formal atmosphere was 

surely conductive to conducting affairs of State . 

Rooms 101 and 102 are in the 1909 addition and are, 

therefore, described later in this report . 
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a. Room 103 

This Is the only room on the first or second floors of 

the main house to undergo major changes . The closets on either side of 

the fireplace and the door opening into the stairhall were all removed at 

one time and the door opening to the stairhall is not original. 

The doorway was analyzed by x-rays (see Illustration 

Nos . 47 to 51) after some doubt was aroused by the break in rhythm of 

the paneling below the chair rail. It was clarified in the x-rays that this 

wall originally had no doorway (see Illustration Nos. 45, 46). 

Possibly the doorway was broken through in order to 

simplify servant access to the dining room from the kitchen eliminating 

the need to enter Room 103 from the center hall . 

The present paneling on the north wall in Room 103 is 

not original. The construction is in imitation of the 18th century closet 

doors on the second f loor. All moldings are applied rather than being 

cut from one piece of wood, the 18th century technique . This work was 

done by the NPS in 1949. Illustration No. 52 shows bookcases behind the 

Morris family, which existed until 1949 when the NPS restored the 

paneling (see Illustration No. 53). 

The fireplace is the strongest architectural feature of 
; 

the room and is totally original . Its open ing is blocked up almost flush 

with its marble frame by plaster which encloses the air duct from the 

boiler to the second floor . Separate floor registers provide hot air for 

this room. There is no hearth in front of this fireplace, the only 

fireplace in the house to have this removed and patched when the house 

received central heating. 

The hinges on the door to the stairhall and on the 

north closet doors are not 18th century hardware. This reinforces the 

previous conclusion about these doors. The remainder of the hardware is 

original. 
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b. Room 104 and 107 

These are the circulation spaces of the house . They 

are lighted naturally by a transom window over the back door. However 1 

this is inadequate lighting and a large hanging glass fixture has been 

installed in this space by the NPS in 1949. It is assumed that the Morris 

family must have had some fi x ture here also. Both this fixture and one 

on the third floor over the stairs have gas connections that were used 

before the present electrical fixtures. 

This aren is distinguished by its carefully executed 

imitation wood graining on "the paneling below chair rail height. The 

present graining was painted by a NPS painter in 1949 and is an 

approximation of the original graining. Although not as sensitive or 

vigorous as the original , it represents good workmanship and is in fine 

condition . The graining was the original paint layer of this paneling 1 

afterwards covered for many years by uniform colors and uncovered in 

the research that preceded the 1949 work. 

Room 107 is the stairhall. The ~tairs 1 open newel 

with turned balusters and a variety of trim, are wide and generous. 

They are unmodified except for the section that leads to the cellar. 

The doorway under the stairs opens onto a small 

passageway that enters the 1909 addition. A doorway off this passageway 

drops to the cellar stairs under the main staircase. Originally, and until 

19091 the doorway that leads to the passageway opened directly onto the 

cellar winder stairs. This was changed to permit access to the 1909 

addition of the toilets. 

The wood grained paneling continues up the stairs to 

the second floor. This graining plus the consistent doric detail and trim 

employed make this staircase an excellent example of the sophistication of 

18th century Germantown architecture and craftsmanship . 
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c. Room 105 

This is the best lighted room on the first floor. It 

served as the formal living area and had a large, presently nonfunctional, 

fireplace (see Illustration No. 54) . It was functional until the mid-19th 

century when all the fireplaces in the main house were deactivated to 

allow the flues to be used by the hot air duct system. Its fireplace is a 

more ornate brother to that of Room 103. The room has four windows and 

retains all of its original trim. 

The partition wall between Rooms 104 and 105 is in 

part plaster on metal lath, which allows space to enclose a narrow heating 

duct that services the room above. This heat has caused paint 

d iscoloration on both sides of the partition . 

d . Room 106 

The sitting room is also almost unchanged. In its 

southern corners there sits a corner fireplace (see Illustration No. 55) 

and a corner cupboard. The latter is similar to the corner cupboard in 

Room 208 but is 20 years more advanced in design. Its doors were 

paneled until glazed in the early 20th century. At present the pedestal 

is a heat register, the heat source for this room. The corner cupboard 

is divided at chair rail height as is the 1750s corner cupboard. 

The fireplace is surrounded by its original English 

tiles, which .are rare today. These tiles are also used on the second 

floor. This particular set of tiles depicts various animals. All the sets 

should be studied by an art historian to determine their true value and 

dates. 

e. Porch 108 

The back door of Deshler-Morris leads out to a back 

porch, covered by a balcony above. This porch was built in 1772. The 

ceiling and flooring are not original, although the metal roofing is original 

and a rare survival of 18th century tern-plate roofing. 
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It is supported by two freestanding columns , of doric 

design, one of which is totall y original, and two pilasters, up against the 

walls of the house, which are also original. The cei ling of the porch 

consists of narrow (3-inch) tongue and groove boards. In the earliest 

insurance survey, 1774 , it is described as having had a plaster ceiling. 

It is unknown when the change occurred. The floorboards are also 

na rrow and modern. It is probable that the flooring has undergone 

several changes considering the weather conditions in Philadelphia. 

3. 1772 Second Floor 

The second floor is almost an exact copy of the first floor 

in layout, minus the front door . The two front rooms functioned as 

bedrooms, and the back room possibly, as a study or nursery. The 

ample staircase continues up to the third floor, with minor simplifications 

of design. 

This floor was the sleeping area for the owners of the 

house. It has windows facing all the preferred exposures, east, south, 

and west . A porch, connected by the back doorway, permitted the 

residents to overlook the large garden from the privacy of their sleeping 

floor. 

The partitions are thinner here, they have less load to 

carry. The main load bearing wall, on both floors, is the north-south 

wall which is not continuous but thicker than the east-west walls . This 

helps carry the midpoint load of the joists to the cellar partition wall and 

down to the ground. 

a . Room 202 

This is presently called George Washington's bedroom , 

although this is conjecture and he possibly would have preferred Room 

204. The fireplace and paneling (see Illustration No. 58) is very similar 

to that of Room 103 because the paneling was copied f rom here in 1949 . 

This room has the same lighting as Room 103, two east windows, and the 

same doorways, one to the corridor and one to the stairhall. The two 

doorways vary but are both original. 
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The fireplace is centered between the doorways, that 

originally opened into large closets. The east closet is unchanged, 

except for paint color. The west closet door presently opens onto a 

passageway that is flanked by smaller closets . This passageway leads 

into the 1909 addition 1 a toilet . 

This is another example of the expense that the 

Morris's went to hide the 1909 addition from view. You must actually 

enter a closet to enter the addition. 

The fireplace in this room is faced with English tiles 

depicting conventionalized waterfront housing with people and birds on 

the water . They are more complex with fuller compositions than those on 

the first floor. However, the fireplace paneling is of simpler design . 

The tabernacle frame is a simple rectangle 1 with no "dog ears 11 or 
11shoulders", and the mantel shelf has no brackets below it. 

The fireplace has its original hearth which consists of 

square, glazed . hearth bricks, 5-inches by 5-inches. The four vertical 

sides of the bricks are beveled so that the bottom surface, which sits on 

2-inches of sand, is only 4-7 /8- inches by 4-7 /8-inches. This allows the 

upper surfaces of the bricks to form tight joints, without mortar 

preventing sparks from getting into the structure, while some space 

remains betwee·n the bricks below the surface. 

All the chair rails have been removed from this room . 

The date for this removal is known to be after the Washington residency 

by evidence of paint layering. 

The interior shutters are missing. 

b . Rooms 203 and 206 

The corridor and stairhall act as one space (see 

Illustration No. 56). The wood grained paneling below the chair rail 

stopped at the top of the stairs and was not used on the second floor. 
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The cornice and baseboard are a simplified version of 

that used on the first floor. The chair rail, missing from the second 

floor except for one wall in Room 206, is simplified from that used on the 

main floor. 

At the west end of the corridor is a doorway leading 

onto a porch. This doorway is of special significance. It consists of two 

doors, one solid, paneled wood, typical of 1772 and similar to the other 

doors in the house. The outside door is a g lazed door, with 16 panes of 

8 by 10 g lass. In the photograph one can see that this door is actually 

two complete sash from a window, turned sideways and held in a frame 

(Illustration No . 59) . These sash are the only surviving 1750s sash. 

They were probably removed from one of the windows that was converted 

into a doorway in .the 1750s section and reused in an unnoticeable spot, as 

a storm door to the porch. 

This sash gives us the muntin profile needed for 

restoration of the other 1750s windows. 

The porch itself is floored in metal, covering the 

original wood boards which are still in place. It has a simple, doric, 

strong handrail and spindels, parts of which are original. Some of the 

balusters are easily identifiable as original by the paint bui ldup and 

smoothed-out corners, and others are replacements. 

Both the diagonal trellis over the porch and the 

vertical trellis on the south wall of the 1750s section are original to their 

respective sections, as evidenced by the nails that bind them and the 

hardware used on them . 

c. Room 204 

This is known as Martha Washington's bedroom, a 

conjectural label, and is almost exactly the same as Room 103. It has four 

windows, one of which is missing its interior shutters, and a framed 

fireplace, like the one in the other principle room on this f loor, with the 

addition of a fret under the mantle. 
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The tiles on this fireplace are the most interesting in 

the house, although probably not the most expensive, initially. They 

show various domestic and theatrical sceries and are unusual because two 

of them are 11seconds 11
• These were painted over an earlier design that 

did not print dark enough. As previously mentioned, an art historian 

should study these tiles (see Illustration No. 57) . 

In this room, a lso, the chair rai l has been removed. 

d. Room 205 

This is the simplest room on the second floor. The 

fireplace is of the simplest design with no 11dog ears 11 on the tabernacle 

frame or on the fireplace frame. Even the trim is just a simple door 

architrave molding, quarter round with a recessed panel. There is no 

corner closet in this room . 

The door to the corridor has undergone some 

changes in location, for reasons unknown at present, and has been hung 

both left and right handed . The door is original to the house, installed 

in 1772, but previous to this location the door had been used elsewhere. 

At present it is hung on 19th century hardware. 

4. 1772 - Third Floor 

This level is, and originally was, divided into three rooms 

and a pair of closets. The rooms are all fairly equal in size and each 

had one small window and no fireplace. 

Between 1839 and 1842, two dormer windows were opened 

allowing additional tight into Rooms 302 and 303. In 1868, a dormer 

window was cut into Room 304, facing west; it was enlarged in 1909 and 

removed in 1949. 

In 1890, a fireplace was constructed in Room 304, using 

the fl ue of the second f loor fireplaces which were no longer in use since 

a duct system was using the flue to heat the second floor. 
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This f loor has no chair rails, and never did . Its walls are 

thin , 3-1/2-inches, and not as sound absorbant as those on the first and 

second floors. Lighting, until 1839, was poor, as was its heating. It 

was probably only used for storage, and perhaps served as s leeping 

quarters for the young, ex tra guests, or family servants. 

The connection to the 1909 addition, providing toilet and 

storage area, was through a glazed door at the position of the previous 

gable window. The door provides light for Room 302 although it 

sacrifices privacy in the bath. 

Rooms 302 and 303 each have 2-foot square hatches 

opening up into the attic. In the attic , unchanged since 1772 except for 

the installation of various electrical conduits and outlets, we can see the 

exposed framing system of the roof and attic floor . The roof air vents, 

installed in the 1880s, have collected large piles of flc3mmable material, 

deposited by the hundreds of birds that have nested here. 

H . 1850s Section 

This addition was constructed in two stages to the west of the 

1750s section. The first floor was built in or before 1839 . Between 1851 

and 1856, the second floor was added and the first floor was enlarged. It 

originally measured IS-feet 0-inches by 13- feet 0-i nches and had a 

doorway on the east to the 1750s section, a doorway to the west to the 

garden, two windows to the south to the garden, and a window to the 

north. It· was a sing le space , used as a kitchen. It had a shed roof 

that sloped up to the north, as the 1750 section roof slopes. We have , 

today, the two south windows and the evidence of the north window and 

east door . The entire west wall was removed when the size of the room 

was increased in 1856 by 5- feet. 
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It was constructed of rubble stone construction, covered with 

stucco, flus h with the 1750s stucco and approximated the patterned 

coursing but without regard to window openings. In Morris's 1842 

sketch, we can see the original form of this structure. It had a wood 

door and a small hatch in the center of the end wall opening to the west. 

There was probably an attic over the first floor before 1856. 

The first floor was the new kitchen and we have brief notations in the 

blueprints of the 1949 NPS restoration of the size of the fireplace that 

existed. The NPS removed this fireplace . This fireplace was not large 

enough for cooking and was supplemented by a wood stove, mentioned 

many times in the insurance surveys. In the 1842 sketch, a chimney is 

visible through the tree. Also visible in this sketch is a shed roof 

covering over the west doorway. This area was probably the wood 

storage and washing area with hot water conveniently located nearby on 

t he fire . 

1. 1850s First Floor 

This area, presently divided into Room 112 and 113, was 

originally not separated. The stairs to the second floor, Room 112 1 were 

added after the second floor was completed in 1858. However 1 the stairs 

to the cellar were constructed in 1856. The west wall was moved out 

5-feet in 1856. This was a major alteration because the walls are stone. 

A major beam was inserted in the ceiling of Room 113 on 

the line where the west wall u sed to be. This was done before the 

second floor was constructed. Above this beam, there is a brick wall 1 8 

inches thick. At present there is no sag in this beam and it is assumed 

to be in good condition. From the exterior , it is confusing to determine 

where the west wall of this room is located. To the west of the two 

original windows is a smaller nonmatching window, set in a brick wall, 

rather than stuccoed stone. This appearance sugg~sts that the west wall 

of Room 113 is between these two different windows and types of 

construction. Actually, it is beyond, to the west of the smaller window. 
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After 1839, no new stone construction took place at 

Deshler-Morris. All post-1839 work was brick or stud wall. 

The present west doorway of Room 113 leads into the 1880s 

section . This doorway dates from 1856. The north wall has two openings 

in it. The eastern opening is a doorway to the 1909 addition . This is an 

enlarged, original opening that was a window until 1909. The other 

opening is also a doorway that was punched through the solid brick wall 

in 1909. The east wall is broken by two doorways . The wall itself dates 

from 1856, before which the stairs were not extant and the kitchen 

extended to the west wall of the 1750s section. 

The northern opening on th is wall leads down to the cellar 

of the 1750s section. This was constructed in 1856. The southern 

opening goes to the stairwell, which was constructed in 1868. 

The main architectural element in this room was the 

f ireplace . On t he north wall , the scars of its brick outline remain in the 

early plaster layer. The 1856 insurance policy mentions a cooking range, 

· later described as gas, and an iron sink with hot and cold water. In a 

previous 

mantel. 

survey, 1839, the fireplace is simp ly described as having a 

This fireplace survived unti l 1949 when the NPS removed it, 

. leaving behind only a few dimensions in plan, of the size and nothing 

that clarifies the character of the fireplace. For restoration, a typical 

1830s fireplace and mantel should be copied that fits within the overall 

dimensions known for this fireplace. 

As a functional kitchen, the architectural detail in this 

room was sparse and simple. The windows had plaster jambs with a 

simple applied architrave. There was a narr ow, simple baseboard , and no 

cei ling cornice. The window architrave molding was also used on the 

doors. 

2. 1850s Second Floor - Rooms 209 and 210 

In the 1856 insurance policy, this f loor i s described as 

being one room with a lead lined bathtub, shower, and a galvanized iron 
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boiler connected to the range in the kitchen below. In 1871, the bathtub 

was removed and a copper one installed, considered by the family to be a 

large improvement. 

The space is p resently divided into two rooms. This was 

done in 1909 to separate the stairs from the toilet and to form a passage 

to the 1909 addition. 

In the 1909 survey it states that the bathtub is now iron 

(porcelain on case iron). The 1909 fixtures were removed by the NPS in 

1949 and modern fixt.ures are now in use. 

In the northwest corner of the Room 210 was the flue f rom 

the first floor fireplace. This, too, was removed in 1949. 

This floor has two windows facing south to the garden. 

They are all original and have their original venetian shutters on the 

outside. To the west, was a window, visible in the 1876 photograph, that 

was converted into a doorway in 1884 to provide access to the new second 

floor addition in the 1880s section . In 1909, when access to the 1880s 

section was facilitated by the 1909 addition, the step to this doorway was 

removed, blocking the door and once again forming a window. 

The north wall of Room 209 has a large opening broken 

through it for access to the 1909 addition. This was originally a window, 

until 1909. The north wall of Room 210 is furred out to allow new plaster 

to cover all the old scars. This was done by the NPS in 1949. 

3. 1850s Attic - Room 307 

This space, presently accessible on one's knees from the 

1909 attic crawlspace, was originally a water reservoir, described in the 

1856 survey as being 6-1/2-feet wide, 17-feet long and 2-feet deep. It 

was lined with lead and served the bath below and kitchen below that. It 

is not known how long this stayed in use. 
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At present, the boards and framing are still in p lace, 

although the lead is gone. The chimney from the first floor fireplace is 

intact at this level. It is brick , unexpressed on the exterior, and no 

longer punctures the roof. 

I. 1880s Section 

The first floor of this section is first described in two policies, both 

written in 1868. In the Mutual Assurance Company policy, it is described 

as an office, and in the contributionship policy, it is called a warehouse . 

Because of the lack of heat, the crude architectural detailing, and the 

existence of a hydrant, it is assumed that a washhouse would have been a 

more appropriate use of this space. 

The first floor measures IS-feet 5-inches by 13-feet 4-inches and is a 

single space with a hipped, metal roof . The second floor measures 8-feet 

l- inch by 18-feet 6-inches and is also one space with a shed roof . It is 

first mentioned in the 1884 policy and was not constructed when the 1876 

photograph was taken, so it dates from some time between 1876 and 1884. 

1. 1880s First Floor - Room 115 

This room has a brick floor, original to the room, that is 

in good condition . Under the floor is a cold storage room that is 

described in the archeological report in the appendix. 

In the southwest corner of the room stands a hydrant , 

constructed in 1868 . It has two separately controlled hose bids and the 

control handles are connected to long rods that extend 4-feet below floor 

level to the water line connection. A simple wood box with a cap encloses 

the assembly and only minor repairs are needed to make this unique water 

source function again. The water from the faucets pours onto a cut 

stone that is built into and under the brick walls through an opening in 

the bottom of the wall and is carried by a shallow brick spillway to a 

drain on the garden path . 
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The louvered openings of this section are extremely 

handsome (see Illustration No. 62) and when cleaned would transform this 

room into a very pleasant space. They extend from 3- foot above the 

floor to the ceil ing and cover most of two walls. 

The ceiling is narrow width, tongue and groove boards, 

although it was originally rough plaster in 1868. (This improvement 

proba~ly dates from 1909 when similar work was done on the rear porch of 

the 1772 section.) 

The east wall has the door opening from the 1850 section . 

The .south wall, east end , has a doorway to the garden and the remainder 

of the wall is louvered openings . The west wall has a door opening to 

the garden flanked by a single hung window to its north and an opening 

was cut through t he otherwise blank wall to connect to the 1909 addition . 

2. 1880s Second Floor - Room 211 

This section construction in 1884 was originally two very 

small rooms with a door to walk out on the roof . Later, a door to enter 

Room 210 was cut, which is detailed to match the 1884 work. There was 

also a set of stairs in 1887 , described as a stepladder from the first floor , 

that c limbed up the west wall of the fi rst f loor . One entered an 

enclo.sure of some sort at a paneled door that was next to the 

lozenge-shaped window on the second floor, which still exists. 

Its space is now a single space with a closet in the 

northwest corner . A doorway cut to the 1909 addition connects this space 

internally with the remainder of t he house. 

J. 1884 Necessary or Privy 

This outbuilding for the house is basically unchanged from 1884. 

It measures 10-feet 6-inches by 10-feet 6-inches with a tin roof and simple 

wood cornice . it is divided, floor to ceiling , into four areas with plaster 

on wood lath walls. Two of the areas have two large seats and one 

child's seat and two of the areas have one large seat and one child's 

seat. Each compartment has a louvered window and a paneled door. It 
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is presently not in use except as storage and will be a rich source of 

archeological material. Its wood shingle roof still remains under the 

present metal but if the metal roof is removed, new wood shingles will be 

required. 

K . 1909 Section 

This was the last addition constructed onto the house and the 

most damaging to the original fabric. It was constructed as a service 

area, basically adding square footage to a main space only on the second 

floor of the 1750s section. Elsewhere it provided toilets, storage, and 

·corridor space. 

Within this construction period, other major changes were made 

to the structure that will be noted here. 

The addition was separated into two areas. The larger part 

was the 2- 1/ 2 story, 7-feet 0-inches by 64-feet 0-inches addition to the 

rear section of the complex. The other was the 3-story, 6-feet by 19-feet 

addition to the 1772 section. Both of these were constructed along the 

north property line and were made accessible through perforations in the 

north wall. However, there was a difference in how these per forations 

were made. The eastern section which was attached to the historic 1772 

section, was constructed with sensitivity and respect for the 1772 

structure and did little damage accordingly. The western section 

attached to the wing, was constructed with the utmost efficiency as a 

first priority, and severe damage in the 1750s, 1850, and 1880 sections 

results. 

1 . 1909 Cellar - Rooms 01, 05, 06, 07, and 08 

Room 01 is attached to the 1772 cellar by a doorway broken 

through the north wall of Room 03 . The major change inflicted by this 

doorway was that the cellar stairs had to be reconstructed to avoid the 

opening . 

The room is the start of a 3-story unused brick flue and 

is now used as the electrica l meter room and has two window wells to the 

north. 
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Room OSA is the lowest level of a dumbwaiter that extended 

up to the attic and had a g lass skylight above it. It was a rope and 

pully operated device and survived only unti l 1949 when it was removed 

by the NPS. 

Within Room 07 there was a stairway to the first floor 

removed by the NPS in 1949. This is an existing bulkhead door and wood 

steps to the outside in Room 06 so that in 1909 there were two exits to 

the exterior from the cellar, and three internal stairways. Whereas 

before 1909, there were only two internal stairways and a blocked 

bulkhead door. Cellar circulation was therefore greatly facilitated by this 

addition. 

A drainage system was also installed in the entire cellar in 

1909. Floor drains were installed as well as window well drains for each 

cellar window. The drains were all set in the new concrete slab that was 

poured over the entire cellar floor. 

2 . 1909 Fi rst Floor 

a . Rooms 101 and 102 

These rooms attached to the 1772 section are enterable 

via a doorway under the main stairway and through an opening broken 

through the north wall . Room 101 is a passage and closet area with one 

window and Room 102 is a small toilet with a water closet and a sink. 

The wainscot tile s in this toilet and those in the two toilets above it are 

of exceptional beauty, as are the toilet fixtures themselves. 

b. Rooms 111, 114, 116 , and 117 

Space lilA was the dumbwaiter shaft, and was 

accessible from the 1750s section through a large opening cut through the 

north wall. Actually three separate openings were cut though the north 

wall of this section on this floor for access to the 1909 addition . Room Ill 

was storage. 

Room 114 was originally storage and stairs to the 

cellar. The NPS removed the stairs and partitions and built a kitchen for 

the caretakers that lived in the Deshler-Morris House . 
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Room 116 has a service sink and Room 117 is a small 

toilet for the gardener. 

The spaces of this floor of the 1909 addition are 

generally unconnected with each other and serve only the immediate room 

to which they are attached. 

J. 1909 Second Floor 

a. Room 201 

This space has a larger toilet than the first floor and 

includes a footed bathtub as well as a pedestal sink and a toilet with a 

mahogany water tank. As previous ly described, it is connected to the 

main house by a passageway that one enters by a c loset door in Room 

202. 

As in the first floor toilet the tiles and fixtures are 

fine examples of turn-of-the-century refinements. 

b. Rooms 208, 212, and 213 

The connection between Rooms 208 and the 1750s 

section was the most damaging connection made in the design of the 1909 

addition. Twelve-feet of the north wall was removed--floor to ceiling--to 

allow th is space to serve as more than just storage for Room 208. This 

changed the character of the original bedroom tremendously. Closets 

208A and dumbwaiter 2088 finalized the transformation of this sma'll 

bedroom into a luxu rious sleeping area. 

Room 212 is the only part of the 1909 addition to serve 

as a connection between two spaces of the wing. Room 211, as previously 

mentioned, was isolated after its construction in 1884. In order to enter 

it, one had first to go outside and enter it through its south door. Room 

212 solved this by opening a doorway through the north wall of Room 211. 

This connected the 1884 addition with the rest of the house . Four closets 

and an enclosed janitors sink are also found in Room 212. 
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Room 213 is another toilet with a tub, water closet, 

sink, and fine wood wainscot paneling and trim. 

4. 1909 Third Floor - Rooms 301 and 306 

Room 301 is almost exactly the same as the second floor 

toilet and storage area. It has a handsome bathtub, sink, and water 

closet and a large storage area. 

Room 306A is the top of the dumbwaiter in the area of the 

attic of the 1750s section. On this floor, a 12 foot section of 1750s section 

north wall was demolished to allow the attic space to expand into the 1909 

section. A steel beam is used to sp~n the gap. Another major 1909 

change here is the dormer window 1 in Room 306. This allowed light and 

higher headroom in this old attic space . 

The remainder of the third floor, 1909 section 1 is attic 

crawlspace which affords access to the attic space above Room 211, and a 

onetime reservoir above Room 210. 

L. Mechanical Systems 

There are presently two oil burners in the building and one gas 

operated hot water heater. The age of the oil burners is unknown. The 

hot water heater is from 1909. 

The burner in the 1772 cellar heats the first and second floors 

of the 1772 section only. It uses a forced air system through sheet metal 

ducts that criss-cross the cellar and snake up through walls and 

fireplaces. Its intrusion into the historic scene is cleverly hidden on both 

the first and second floors. A visitor to the house can only notice a 

floor register in each room. 

The other burner in the cellar of the 1750s section is circulating 

hot water through radiators in each room of the wing plus the third floor 

of the 1772. section. This burner dates from 1909 or later. With 

improvements and uses the 1909 addition can hide the risers so that the 

third floor could be heated without damaging the historic fabric of the 

first or second floors. 
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In the same way 1 most of the piping for heat ing units for the 

wing a lso circulate from this oil burner to the 1909 addition 1 and then to 

their respective rooms. In this way, the 1909 addition was a service 

addition which is no longer needed in the wing, where the extent of 

required restoration work allows us to build new systems into the 

construction, but necessary for the 1772 sections, where the means of 

heating the third floor is facilitated by the existence of this service area . 

The single hot water heater serves the entire house. 

M. Structure 

There are no structurally poor areas in the house at present . 

Alterations and changes to the Deshler-Morris House have always been 

done by people sensitive to the significance of the structure and aware of 

the dangers inherent in ill - planned construction. All the modifications 

were carefully executed and skillfully reinforced the existing structural 

systems. 

The main house has undergone no structural changes except the 

addition of various supports to sagging joists in t he cellar . The second 

and thi rd floors are sound and safe. 

The 1750s section in restoration will need some additional 

structural members because of the changes in loads that restoration will 

involve. 

The 1850 section first floors shou ld receive a new framing 

system because of the floors proximity to the ground and the rotting that 

has resulted in the unventilated area. 

All the walls are in good condition and only the voids created 

in 1909 need filling, not for structural but for historic reasons . 

49 



I 
le 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
le 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

•• I 
I 

I I. Restoration Proposals 

The author realizes that restorat ion has already occurred, and the 

publica lion of this report is several years after the fact. The majority of 

the following proposals were accomplished in the work performed at the 

Deshler-Morris House in 1975-76. The observant reader will also note 

where certain proposals differ from the finished work. 

It is hop~d that two major interpretive themes can be performed by 

the restored Deshler-Morris House. Firstly, the two oldest sections of 

the house, the 1750s and · 1772 sections, can be used to explain and 

illustrate the social and poiitical role of the house in the 1770s, through 

Washington's residency here during his presidency in the 1790s. 

Domestic life in Germantown, beginning in colonial times through the 

early 20th century is the second interpretive theme of the story. The 

house itself would be used to explain how and why it grew and who 

occupied it during the 200-years it was used as a home; this would 

include the various styles and construction stages of the complex. 

The author feels these two functions are mutually compatible, are a 

responsible treatment of this cultural resource, and are necessary for a 

full understanding of the story of the Deshler- Morris House. It is within 

the policies of the NPS to preserve our heritage for future generations . 

All sections of this structure that are possibly preservable without 

interferring with the major interpretive theme should be retained for the 

secondary interpretive theme. 

Therefore, it was recommended that the 1750s section first, second , 

and attic floors be fully restored to their 1793-94 appearance, when 

George Washington used them. In addition, it was recommended that the 

1772 section receive the proper painting to duplicate its appearance in 1793 

although minor changes have occurred in this section in the 18th century. 

These changes and their rationale should be pointed out by the guides , 

rather than be recovered by the architect. Specifically, the attic 

dormers of the 1830s, though not present when Washington viewed the 

house , are an obvious improvement at an early date, and could have been 

retained, although subsequent revisions leQ to their demolition. 
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It was recommended that the 1839 portion of the 1850s section be 

restored to its original appearance and that the second floor be restored 

to the date of its construction, 1856. 

The 1880s section should be restored to its construction date a lso . 

The author originally proposed the demolition of the west portion of the 

1909 addition only, and the retention of the eastern, front part. 

However, this recommendation was modified and the entire 1909 section 

was demolished. The back part of the 1909 addition disrupts historically 

significant earlier portions of the house while the forward portion does 

not. The forward section would have been sufficient to demonstrate the 

continum of use of the house and is far superior architecturally. 

The front part of th~ 1909 section, that which is attached to the 1772 

section of the house, would not have presented obvious restoration 

problems. Access to these spaces was hidden, nonobtrusive, 66-years 

old, and historic in their own right. It was set back from the front 

facade of the 1772 house to differentiate itself and to add to the mass of 

the main house, while it provided an important service function. By 

being only 6-feet wide, it still allowed passage between itself and the 

Bringhurst House. 

After demolition of the 1909 section, toilets were provided in the 

cellar of the main house . 

It is recommended that the entire house be provided with fi re and 

intrusion alarms , and complete heat and humidity control, to provide 

protection for the valuable contents of refurnished historic rooms. 
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Ill. The Drawings 

The following drawings were completed for the restoration work in 

1976 and updated in 1978 . Drawings 32 t hrough 46 are the mechanical and 

structural drawings and were deleted from this report. 
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ILLUSTRATION 5 - STREEr FACADE , 188b 
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ILLUSTRATION 7 - STREET FACADE , 1887-88 
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ILLUSTRATION 9 - STREET FACADE, 1901 
(ELMILY P. HORRIS FAMILY PHOTOGRAPHS) 

97 



CD 
(10 

ILLUSTRATION 10 - PHOTOGRAPHED BY NPS. 
1750s Section 
Looking east , cove over south wall installed in 1909 
imitating originAl cove . Doorway with transom , in 
1772 section , open onto west balcony from ::;econd 
floor hallway. 

e e 

ILLUSTRATION 11 - PHOTOGRAPHED BY NPS . 
1750s Section 
Looking East , 19th century roof shingles on 
covered by vertlcle studs for 1909 window . 
ceiling raEters below 1750 roof rafter. 

boar ds 
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ILLUSTRATION 12 - PHOTOGRAPHED BY NPS. 
1750~o Section 
Exterior west wall as seen from Room 307 (reservoir over 1850s section) looking ea~ t. 
Original 1750~ stucco with scoring that was protected by 1850s con~truction. 

ILLUSTRATION 13 - PHOTOGRAPHED BY NPS. 
1750s Section 
Exterior South wall looking north. 
Note original stucco with coursing 
and various covering layers. 
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ILLUSTRATION 14 - PHOTOGRAPHED BY NPS 
1850s Section 
Original clapboards on west wall of 1850s section. 
from attic space of 1909 addition. looking south. 
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ILLUSTRATION 15 - PHOTOGRAPHED BY NPS. 
1850s Section 
Original roof cornice - imttation of 1750s roof cornice in 
background . Note clapboards above the second floor on the 
west elevation, looking east. 
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IllUSTRATION 16 - PROTOGRAPHED BY NPS . 
1880s Section 
WesL wall , lookin~ east. Note the unusual shingle pattern 
on t he second floor . 
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ILLUSTRATION 17 - PHOTOGRAPHED BY NPS. 

1884 Necessary , looking north-east. 
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ILLUSTRATION 18 - PHOTOGRAPHED BY NPS. 
1750 Section 
Cellar- south wall, looking south. Opening under porch 
utilized for dumping materials into cellar before 1772. 
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ILLUSTRATION 19 - PHOTOGRAPHED BY NPS. 
1750 Section 
Doorway to 1772 section . Note deteriorated door 
frame and courseness of exterior of foundation 
wall of 1750s section, looking southwest. 
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ILLUSTRATION 20- PHOTOGRAPHED BY JAMES DILLON A.~ COMPANY. I 
1750s Section 
Doorway from Room 109 to Porch 108. Note hinge shadows on the right and left of this 
door framing. Note also cut transom at left. Looking south. I 
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LUSTRATION 21 - PHOTOGRAPHED BY NPS. 
72 Section - Looking at "front" wall of 1750s t:iection. 

Room 105 - Stairhall 
Location of x-ray photographs 1, 2, and 3. 
The doorway to the right was the original front door of the 1750s section. A transom ~ndow, 
similar to the one above the left doorway, was buried in the plaster wall of the 1772 section. 
The photographer, lookin west, would huve been in the front yard of the original house, befor• 
1772, to take this shot. 107 



ILLUSTRATION 22 
X- ray Photo~raph No . 1 
X-ray by David Hart 
June 1974 
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ILLUSTRATION 23 

/ 

/ 

WlkJOow 

I 
X-Ray Photograph No. 1 and analysis. 
Note bottom left corner of transom frame (lower right of page) and upper left corner of door 
architrave (lower left of page) . 
The dime at top center is used to orient the x-ray. 109 



ILLUSTRATION 24 
X-Ray Photograph No. 2 hy David ·Bart. 110 
June 1974 
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ILLUSTRATION 25 
X-Ray 'Analysis. 

I 

1750 '6 ocoe 

Transom window opening and frame continue upward beyond upper edge of pho~ograph . 
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ILLUSTRATION 26 
X- Ray Photograph No. 3 by David Ha r t 
June 1974 
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ILLUSTRATION 27 
X-Ray analysis. 
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ILLUSTRATION 29 
Photographed by NPS. 
1750s Section 
Room 109. Detail of 

11 5 

outline of winder stairs. Note nosing on stairs. 



ILLUSTRATION 30 
Photographed by NPS. 
1750s Section 
Doorway be~een Room 206 and 207, looking north. Original north jamb was buried 
(note hand-WTought nails) along ~th splayed stucco jamb (note white corsing lines). 
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ILLUSTRATION 32 
Photographed by NPS 
1750s Secti on -
Room 20-. Doonoay 
between Rooms 206 and 
207 looking east. 
Original stone threshold. 

I 

el 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

el 
I 
I 
I 

~---· 1772 D002. f ~At.OWAf..E. 

1750 ~ ~.A~E e>().4..e.D f:. 
I 

I 
I 
I 

I 





ILLUSTRATION 34 
Photographed by NPS . 
1750s Section 
Room 207 . 1884 cabinet and original stair paneling looking northeast . 

120 

ILLUSTRATION 35 
Photographed by NPS. 
1750s Section 
Room 207 . looking east. Edge of 
shelf mark after removal of 1884 
cabinet . Note mortise slots for 
closet r ail . 
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ILLUSTRATION 36 
Photographed by NPS. 
1750s Section 
Room 208 looking east. Hearth joist wtth mortar stains from supporting arch. 
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ILLUSTRATION 37 
PhotographPd hy NPS. 
1750s Section 
Room 207. looking north. 
Original floorboards to 
right, 1850 floorboards 
to left. designating 
southeast corner of 
original fireplace 
(also north-east corner 
of hearth). 



1 LLUSTRA110N 38 
Photographed by NPS. 
1750s Section 
Doorway between Room 208 and 209. Bottom step end profile . 
See sketch overlay for analysis. 

ILLUSTRATION 39 
Photographed by NPS. 
1750s Section 
Doorway between 
Rooms 208 and 209. 
01ang~~ in flooring 
and steps. See 
sketch overlay for 
explanation. 
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ILLUSTRATION 40 

E ~ CHA. GE TO MATC.H I-JEW 
~~=.~.,. ll. ~OA2. HEica..CT(IS~ot) 

·-· Overlay illustration of physical evidence in Illustrations Nos. 38 and 39. 
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ILLUSTRATION U 
Photographed by NPS . 
1750s Section 
Room 208. Corner cupboard. 

124 

I 

el 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

el 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

•• I 
I 



I 

le 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
le 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

•• I 
I 

ILLUSTRATION 42 
Photographed by NPS. 
1750s Section 
Room 208. Detail of corner cupboard. looking southwest. 
Note original vindow sill under 1909 window ~~11 and 
plaster scar on cupboard from 1909 layer that covered 
original plaster. Note missin~ chair rail molding 
under original window sill. 
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ILLUSTRATION 43 
Photographed by NPS. 
1772 Section 

_j 

Cellar-Room 02. Brick pier (1884) with wedges to support joists. 

ILLUSTRATION 44 
Photographed by NPS. 
1772 Section 
Room 03, looking 
southeast. Brick 
bearing pdrtition 
between Room 02 
and 03. 
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1772 Section 
Doorway berween Roomb 103 and 107 , looking east . PhotogrAph of existing opening and paneling. 
See overlay sketch for analysis of original paneling befor e opening was cut through wall. 
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ILLUSTRfTION 46 
.Analysi~ of Illustration No . 43. 
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ILLUSTRATION 47 - Photographed by NPS. 
1772 Section 
Doorway bet~cen Rooms 103 and 107 . lookin~ east. Location of x-ray photograph~. 
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ILLUSTRATION 49 
1772 Section 
X- ray analysis, x- ray No. 4 . 
DooF! architrave on right held 
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Chair rail and left panel hel d with 18th century nails. 
with 19th century cut nail . 



ILLUSTRATION 50 
X-ray photograph No. 5 by David Bare. 
June 1974. 
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ILLUSTRATION 51 

8 

-----------te,'a! CEt.JT HA~O W~OIJGHT r-JAI\..~ 
It EU~EO ,.._, A~C.~ITR.AV~ 

MtTE.t-E.O JOit.JT~ OF A£c.WtT~AVE~­
O"--E. Fll..oM E~C:.t-1 ~~DE OF WAl-L 

OFF 

X-ray analysis Photograph No. 5. Both 18th century and 19th century nails in door 
architrave. Note rough plaster edge. 
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Elliston P. Moxris family photographs. Note bookcases. 
Maxtha c. Morris, in the library (present dining 
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ILLUSTRATION 53 
Photographed by NPS. 
1772 Section 
Room 103 north wall. 
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ILLUSTRATION 54 
Photographed by NPS. 
1772 Section 

los south wall. Room • 
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ILLUSTRATION 55 
Photographed by NPS . 
1772 Sec t ion 
Room 106, south vall . 
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IlLUSTRAT10N 56 
Photographed by NPS . 
1772 Section 
Rooms 203 and 206 . (Room 203) 

-------------------
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ILLUSTRATION 57 
Photographed by NPS. 
1772 Section 
Room 204, south wall. 
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ILLUSTRATION 58 
Photographed by NPS. 
1772 Sect ion 
Room 202, north wal l . 
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ILLUSTRATION 59 
Photographed by NPS . 
17 72 Section 
Doorway to porch from Room 206, looking west. Note glazed 
door consists of ~ original wtndo~ sash from the 1750s 
section turned on their sides. 
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ILLUSTRATION 61 

Photographed by NPS. 

ILLUSTRATION 60 
Photographed by NPS. 
1772 Section 
Room 205, south wall . 

Porch railing, 1772 section. Note replacement balusters 
fourth , sixth, and eighth from left. 
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ILLUSTRATION 62 
1880 Section 
Room 115. louvered shutters, looking southwe~t. 
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ILLUSTRATION 63 
1880 Section 
Brick paving outside Room 115, looking west. Note opening 
through wall for hydrant. 
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ADDENDUM I 

Decorative Finishes 

Deshler-Morris House 

Independence National Historical Park 

Germantown, Pennsylvania 

I. Decorative Finishes 

A. Introduction 

Peter J. Snell 

January 1975 

This report lists all documented evidence of paint and other 

decorative finishes found on the Deshler- Morris House in an effort to 

establish the appearance of the house at various significant periods in its 

history. 

For the purpose of this report, the exterior of the 

Deshler-Morris House will be described by date of construction (east to 

west, 1772, 1750s, 1850s, and 1880s sections, and two 1909 sections, east 

and west portion, along the north wall of the house). All interior spaces 

are referred to by assigned room numbers (see accompanying sketch 

plans). 

Paint colors are coded with the Munsell Color System, Munsell 

Color Company, Inc. , Baltimore , Maryland. 

This report records paint color as it appears today in the best 

available samples, and does not correct for aging which is usually a 

matter of experienced judgment and optn1on. Paint accumulation in 

crevices usually provides a sample sufficiently thick to retard fading or 

other chemical change. 

In each case, the last recorded color is the paint presently on 

the surface described. 
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Any sample studied to establish paint colors will remain on file 

at the DSC. Because of the limited resou rce, samples were not taken 

from paint research strips exposed in the 1772 section. 

During the 1949 restoration of Deshler- Morris House by the 

NPS, paint was stripped from all wood surfaces in the 1772 section except 

small rectangular areas where layering of paint had been carefully 

revealed. These small squares are, therefore, the only record of the 

house's decoration and must be protected in perpetuity, especially during 

further work on the house. No other major paint removal has occurred 

on either the exterior or remainder of the interior, however, changes in 

the physical appearance and design of the whole house are documented in 

the accompanying reports. 

B. Exterior 

I. 1772 section 

a. All trim and hardware on this section of the house 

has the same paint layering throughout the 18th and 19th century . 

Wood 
Cream 
Cream 
White 
White 
White 

1.5Y 8/ 3 
1.5Y 8/ 3 

5Y 9/ 2 
5Y 9/ 1 

N9. 5/0 

Prime coat 
1st finish 
2nd finish 
3rd -1 2th finish* 
13th-20th finish** 

*Dormer windows on the east elevation were added before 1845 and have 
approximately 14 fin ish coats of white paint. 

**1909 section has eight coats of white paint on trim . 

b. Stucco 

Painted lines original to the stucco are the same paint 

1. SY 8/3 as wood trim. The entire surface was painted grayish -tan SY 

8/1 by the N PS in 1949 . 
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2. 1750 section 

a. All trim and hardware on this section of the house 

has the same paint layering. The trellis is original to this section. 

Wood 
Brown 
Cream 
Cream 

lOR 3/6 
I. SY 8/3 
1.5Y 8/3 

Prime color 
1st finish 
2nd finish* 

* 1772 section built and painted with the second finish color. 
section, exterior for successive paint layering. 

b. Stucco 

See 1772 

White lines original to the stucco of this section are 

the same paint as the first finish color. The bulk of the 1750 section has 

been restuccoed over the original. 

3. 1850 section 

a. Shutters, window trim, and cornice on the ground 

level addition and the second story balistrade, trellis, window cornices 

over the two second story sash, and clapboards above second; all have 

the same original color, a popular warm white, and save for slight 

variation due to maintenance, the same paint layering. 

Wood 
White 
White 
White 

SY 8.5/2 
5Y 9/1 
N9/5/0 

1st finish* 
2nd-3rd finish 
4th-11th finish 

*The following ten paint layers are the same as the last ten paint layers 
of the 1750 and 1772 sections. 

b. On the second story, south elevation of the 1850 

section, louvered shutters, window trim, and clapboards all have the same 

original color and paint layering. 
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Wood 
Cream 
Brown 
Gray-Brown 
Gray-Brown 
Gray 
Gray 
Gray 
White 
White 

2.5Y 815/2 
IOyr 5/3 
IOyr 4/1 
IOyr 5/1 
SY 2/1 
5Y 6/1 
N 8.5/0 
SY 9/1 
N 9/0 

Prime color 
1st finish 
2nd-3rd finish* 
4th-6th finish 
7th fi nish 
8th finish 
9th finish 
lOth finish 
11th-12th finish 

*Second story of 1880s addition added at this time. Roofing on the 
second story of this addition has always been metal, although no evidence 
of the original roof or its color remain. 

4. 1880 Section 

a. 

Brick 
Gray 
Gray 
Gray 
Dark Gray 
Cream 
White 

Brick work 

IOyr 6/ 1 
IOyr 5/1 
IOyr 4/1 
SY 3/1 
5Y8.5/I 
SY 9/1 

in first floor was originally unpainted . 

1st fin ish 
2nd finish* 
3rd finish 
4th fin ish 
5th finish 
6th finish 
7th-8th finish 

* Second story addition added to this section. 

b. Woodwork on the first floor of the 1880s addition, 

shutters, louvers, doors, etc. , except for the corn ice were the same 

color originally, however, the west window and shutters are reused and 

have extra paint layering. 

Wood 
Cream 
Gray-Brown 
Gray 
Light Gray 
White 

SY 8/2 
IOYrS/2 

IOyrS/1 
N 8.5/0 
N 9/0 
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Prime color 
1st fi nish 
2nd-4th finish 
5th f inish 
6th-8th finish 



c. Cornice of first floor, and window cornice on second 

floor, have nearly the same paint layering , save for one finish coat on 

first, applied before construction of second . 

Wood 
White 
White 
White 
White 
White 

SY 9/1 
SY 9/ 2 
2.5Y 9/ 2 
SY 9/ 1 
N 9/ 0 

* Second floor added to this section. 

d. 1880s Section, Embricated 

Wood 
Brown 
Red 
Dark Gray 
Gray 
Gray 
Gray 

Cedar 
lOR 2/4 
7 .SR 2/1 
SY 2/1 
lOY 5/1 
SY 6/ 1 
SY 8/ 1 

Prime 
1st-2nd finish* 
3rd finish 
4th-5th f inish 
6th-7th finish 

Prime 
1st finish 
2nd finish 
3rd finish 
4th finish 
5th finish 

e . Existing fence in Germantown Avenue 

Built in the early 1870s, this fence replaced an earlier 

one of much simpler design. From this time, other exterior wood, 

bulkhead doors to Room 03, the original fence to the house on the 

northeast corner facing Germantown Avenue, and basement window trim 

have been painted with the same colors . The heavy accumulation of dirt 

between each layer ex plains why the fence was painted so often . 

Wood 
Cream 
Tan 
Brown 
Gray 
Tan 
Brown 
Gray 
Brown 
Brown 

SY 8/1 
7 .SyR6/2 
SyR 3/2 
IOyR 2/ 1 
IOyR 7/ 2 
SyR 3/ 2 
JOyR 2/ 1 
7.5yR2/ 4 
SyR 3/ 2 
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2nd finish 
3rd finish 
4th finish 
5th finish 
6th finish 
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C. Interior of the 1772 Section 

General: Throughout the 1772 section, the floors and stairs 

were unpainted and unvarnished until the 20th century. Most rooms 

retain a dark brown-black floor paint that is inappropriate with the 

restored nature of these rooms , the floors having had a much brighter 

appearance when only washed and oiled. 

All ceilings and plaster walls in the 1772 section were originally 

whitewashed. This was likely a yearly task in rooms with active 

fire-places and rooms, used in evenings, with lamps and candles . Until 

the introduction of cheap oil paints , at which time (early in the 19th 

century) most surfaces were washed, or scraped and painted in pale hues 

of cream, green, or yellow. No Calcimine or Casine wall paints were 

found . 

I. Rooms 103 , 105, 106 (the NE, SE, SW rooms of the first 

floor). 

All wood trim, doors , architraves and cornice, etc. 

Wood 2.5Y 8/2 Prime 
Yellow 2.5Y 7/4 1st finish*# 

5 y 9/2 Prime 
Gray 5 y 8/1 2nd finish** 

5 y 9/1 Prime 
Green 5 G 8/1 3rd finish 

10 YR 9/4 Prime 
Tan 10 YR 8/4 4th finish 

10 YR 9/2 Prime 
Tan 10 YR 8/4 5th finish 

5 GY 7/1 Prime 
Green 10 GY 7/1 6th finish*** 

* Baseboards, window sills and the top of the chair rails were painted 
brown, 5 YR 2/ 2. 

# In Room 106, the interior of the corner cupboard was originally primed 
with the other 2. 5Y 8/2 and painted a moderate red lOR 2/6 . 

** All wood trim originally picked out in brown, now was painted to match 
all other wood trim. 

*** Baseboards only "restored" 5R 3/1. 
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The west door from the stai rhall 1 Room 107 1 was added 

before the second painting of the room. The breast paneling on either 

side of the chimney was added immediately before the last painting (1949). 

The walls ceased to be whitewashed by the third woodwork finish and 

were painted two or three times, as often as the trim thereafter. 

2.a. Rooms 1041 107, 203, 206 (central hallways and connecting 

stair on the first and second floors). 

All other trim, 

balusters, stair brackets and 

2.b. and c.). 

Wood 
2.5 y 8/2 

Gray 10 y 8/1 
5 y 9/2 

Gray 5 y 8/1 
5 y 9/2 

Cream 5 y 9/5 
Cream 5 y 9/2 
Green 5 G 4/4 
Cream 5 y 9/1 
Gray 2. SPB 5/2 
Green 10 GY 7/1 

including architraves, dpors, newel posts, 

paneling beneath stairs: (See exceptions 

Prime 
1st finish *# 
Prime 
2nd finish **## 
Prime 
3rd finish *** 
4th finish 
5th finish### 
6th finish 
7th finish 
8th finish**** 

* Top and front of baseboards, top of chair rails and window sills painted 
brown 1 5YR 2/2. 

# Dado paneling was hand-grained at this time. 

** All wood trim p-reviously grained or picked out in brown was painted 
to match all other woodwork. 

## The front of baseboards were the only color accent being painted a 
dark green lOGY 3/4 and then varnished . 

*** All wood ·trim, without exception, was painted with the same paint 
until the 5th finish. 

### At this time the stair risers began to be painted the trim color. 

**** Baseboards are painted SR 3/ 1 and at this time the imitation wood 
graining on the dado paneling was approximated . 
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b. Dado paneling first floor and stair to second floor. 

Wood 
Cream 2.5 y 8/ 2 Prime 
Tan 10 YR 6/6 base color 
Red 10 R 3/6 glaze combed 
Black 10 R 2/2 graining stroked 
Varnish 1st finish 

5 y 9/ 2 prime 
Gray 5 y 8/1 2nd finish* 

* The 2nd -8th finish are the same as 2.a. 

c. Hand rails and half rails on stairs were originally SYR 

2/2; they have been stripped of paint but were always painted dark. 

This dark brown baseboard color was carried across the bottom of the 

door and f ireplace architraves and across the base level of the doors. It 

was also carried across the base level of the first stair rise, newel post 

and stairwell paneling on the first floor. All other stair treads and 

risers were unpainted. Half newels also had the brown paint carried 

~cross at the baseboard level, but the green of the second decorative 

scheme did not cross half newels, and subsequent trim colors covered 

both surfaces. 

Walls in these rooms were first painted yellow SYS. 5/3 

with the third painting of the trim and painted various cream and yellow 

shades thereafter. 

3.a . Room 202 ( the northeast principal room on the second 

floor ). All wood trim, doors, architraves, paneling, cornices, etc . 
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Notes 

Woodwork unpainted 1st fini s h Baseboard , chair rail 
top and window sills 
were brown 5Y R 2/ 2 

Green 

Gray 

Gray 

Cream 

Cream 

Green 

Green 

5 y 8/1 
5 G 8/ 1 

2 . 5Y 8/2 

2.5Y 7/ 2 

2 .5Y 9/ 2 

5Y 8/ 2 

5Y 9/2 

2 . 5BG 8/ 4 

5BG 7/1 

prime 
2nd fin ish 

prime 

3rd fin ish 

4th finish 

5th finish 

6th finish 

7th f inish 

8th finish 

Above trim repainted 
brown 5YR 2/2 

Chair rail removed and 
walls painted yellow 5Y8. 5/3; 
all wood previously brown 
painted gray 2. 5Y 7/ 2 

Walls gray JOG 8/ 1 
(strip added to baseboard) 

Walls gray 7 . 5Y 7/ 3 

Walls gray IOYR 8/ 1 

First restoration 

Walls yellow SY8 .5/4 
baseboards painted 
5R 3/ 1 

b. The back wall of this room•s breas t closets were 

unpainted plaster with a baseboard stripe painted at the floor level . 

c . All doors are original to the room although the west 

door to the stairhall is singularly different from all others and much more 

provincial in design ( matches 1750s section woodwork in profile, but was 

not previously painted ). 

d. This room is the only clear example that painted 

woodwork existed after the occupation of the house, however , the wood 

grain is not matched and was probably always intended to be painted . 

4 . Rooms 204, 205 ( the southeast and southwest principal 

rooms of the second floor). 
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paneling , etc. 

Wood 

Tan 

Gr ay 

Gray 

Cream 

Yellow 

All wood trim, doors, windows, architraves, cornices, 

2.5Y 8/ 2 
1/ SY 7.5/3 

2.5Y 8/2 
2.5Y 7/2 

2.5Y 9/2 

SY 8/2 

2 .SY 8/3 

prime 
1st fi nish 

prime 
2nd finish 

3rd finish 

4th finish 

5th finish 

Chair rai I tops, base­
board and window sills 
painted brown SY 3/2 

Walls painted yellow 
5Y8. 5/3 all woodwork 
painted trim color, 
chair rails removed 

Walls painted numerous 
creams and grays 

First restoration, wa ll s 
painted 5Y8 . 5/ 4, base 
boards painted brown 
SR3/I 

Rooms 302, 303, 304, 305 (all principal rooms on third 

floor of the 1772 section). 

Yellow 

Gray 
Gray 
Cream 
White 

White 
White 

White 

All wood trim, doors, window in gable ends. 

IOYR 7/6 

SY 8/1 
SY 8/ 1 
SY 9/ 2 

lOY 9/ 1 

SY 9/1 
SY 9/1 

SY 9/1 

1st finish 

2nd finish 
3rd fin ish 
4th finish 
5th fin ish 

6th finish 
7th finish 

8th finish 

Baseboard painted brown 
lOR 2/1; 1st finish only 

Dormer windows added to 
Roams 302 and 304 

Room 301 added to this 
floor 
All rooms wallpapered 

All wall surfaces on the thi r d floor of the 1772 section are 

presently paint ed over 20th century wall papering . Beneath this are two 

or three ye llow wall paints (SY8 . 5/3) that extend to the period of the 

dormer window installation and a long history of whitewashing. 
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0 . Interior of' 1750 Section 

I. General: No original interior woodwork remains on the 

first floor , all was replaced or removed when the walls were replastered. 

It is expected that some fragments of trim will appear during restoration . 

While both floors and ceiling on the first floor are 

replacements, we must assume from second floor evidence that floors were 

untreated and ceilings were whitewashed . Walls on both floors were 

whitewashed until the introduction of wallpapers. They are 

inexpensive small patterns with narrow border. All papers are in a very 

deteriorated state . The numerous changes in partitioning and five 

replasterings make more than a report of interior trim colors used too 

tedious for this report. 

section) . 

Wood 

Blue 

Yellow 

Cream 
White 
White 
Tan 
Rose 
Tan 
Green 

2. a. Room 207, 208 (the second floor rooms of the 1750 

All existing original wood trim 

7 .SB 6/ 4 prime 
10 B.S 5/ 6 1st finish 

2 .5 and 7/ 2 2nd finish 

SY 9/ 2 

5Y 8/1 
5Y 9/ 3 
5Y 9/ 2 

IOYR 8/4 
SYR 8/5 

IOYR 8/4 
7 .SY 6/2 

prime 

3rd finish 
4th finish 
Sth finish 
6th finish 
7th finish 
8-9th finish 
lOth finish 
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Baseboards and bottoms 
of doors and architraves 
painted black N2.5/0. 
Corner cupboard interior 
red 8 . 75R5/ 14. 
All trim 1 cupboard, 
baseboards , etc ., one 
color . 
Corresponds with 1772 
section first finish . 

1772 section 1 second finish 

1949 rennovation of wing • 
corner cupboard interior 
painted red IOR2/6. 
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Room 306 was fini shed in the 1750s with the rest of that 

section I b u t windows received only a prime coat 5Y8/I, and walls were 

whitewashed. Replastering occurred here when the 1909 addition was 

added. Flooring and roofing members have never received a finish. 

b. Within the stair closet (and we may suppose within all 

closets) a baseboard was painted on the bare white plaster 1 black N2. 5/0. 

c. Before replastering work in 1909 1 a coal tar 

waterproofing was used on exterior plaster walls not furred . Bituminous 

waterproofing was used where fireplace masonry was removed by the NPS 

in 1949. 

Interior of the 1850s Section 

A. General 

This section was constructed in two major phases. The first 

level floor and ceiling are both r eplacements. 

B. The only interior trim remaining on the first floor is around 

the windows. The original decoration can be distinguished, but paint 

removal has obi iterated evidence of successive layers . 

c. 
painted 

Wood 

Tan 
White 

2.5Y 8/2 
SY 5/1 
SY 9/1 

Walls on the first level: 

and never papered. 

replastering is as follows: 

Plaster 
Whitewash lOR 9/1 
Cream SY 9/1 
Brown lOYR 8/2 
Tan IOYR 9/2 

Prime 
1st finish 
2nd finish 

This room seems always to have been 

The paint layering before the first 
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1st finish 
2nd finish 
3rd finish 
4th finish 



The following layering becomes confu sed, the present color is 

bright blue. 

D. Second floor 1850s addition. 

Wood 

White 
5Y 9/2 
5Y 9/1 

Prime 
1st finish* 

* This is the second finish color of the first floor section . 
third or fourth finish of cream the walls were: 

All wood trim, doors, architraves, etc. 

Wood 
5Y 9/1 prime 

White 5Y 9/1 1st finish* 
White 5Y 9/1 2nd finish** 
Tan IOYR 

Glaze 3rd finish*** 
Green 7. 5Y 6/2 4th finish 

After the 

* This color corresponds with the second finish on the first level of this 
section . Baseboards were brown 2 . 5YR 3/3 at this time . 

** Some wood has two or more coats of this white paint, baseboards 
painted to match . 

*** Gralning in imitation of wood, this is also the first finish on 
woodwork in the 1909 section. 

E. The floor of this section is narrow width, T & G boards, 

originally varnished . 

F. The ceiling and walls were both whitewashed until the 

replastering in !909. 
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Plaster 
White 
Plaster 
Tan 
Cream 
Cream 
Furring 

lOY 9/1 

7 .SY 8/2 
2.5Y 8.5/4 

·2. SY 7/4 
and plaster*** 

* Several whitewashed coats. 

1st finish* 

2nd finish** 
3r·d finish 
4th finish 

** 1909 addition has this color as a first finish. 

*** Replastering done during adaptive restoration of NPS in 1949. 

Interior of the 1880s section 

A. General 

This addition was also built in two stages, the first floor 

louvered in the 1860s and the cottage style second floor addition in the 

1888s. 

8. The first floor of this section has original . unpainted brick 

paving. The interior walls have been painted the same color as the 

exterior brick. (See exterior 1850 section 1 part A. ) 

C. The second f loor had all woodwork varnished over a dark 

stain. Walls were painted a white lOY 8/1. 

The necessary is a four room, 12-seat structure built around 

1860 . Its original shingle roof is intact underneath the present metal 

roof. The brick is unpainted on the exterior. The doors and trim of the 

exterior have the same paint layering as the white trim of the 1850s 

section of the Deshler-Morris house. The interior walls of each room are 

plastered with only whi tewash N 9. 0/0 accumulation on them. The floors, 

seats 1 and boxes have never been painted or varnished . 
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PAINT SCHEDULE INTERIOR 

POR RESTORATION OF DESHLER-MORRlS ROUSE 

AS PER RECOMMENDED TREA'DIENT 

. f7A!NT C.OLOf.\' . . . . · . 

. M I 5"( ~~ . M<. 
M 2. Z.S1 1'• M 1 
M~ 10'1 :/1 M & 
M-. S't'- ~&. M q 
M5 5& ...,., WW 

I . CONSTRUCT NEW C~CRETE P'ADS ON EXISTING CONCRETE SLAB FOR MECHANICAl. MACHINERY. 

2. EXISTING PLASTER SURFACE TO BE PATCHED AND REP'AIRED AS "ER S"fCIFICATIONS. 

l . WITH MASONRY SAW, CVT I ·FOOT SQUARE D"EN ING IN CONCRETE SI.AB. 10 fEfT ~CENTER. INSTALL 
NEW FLOOR DRAINS AND C~NECT UP' WITH !EXISTING SEWER OUTLI!TS AS~ !>RAY: INGS. SEE SHEET 10. 

4. A .... LY NEW,LASTER CEILING ON METAL LATH. 

5 . PANELING TO BE ,ROTECTED THROUGHOUT 'ADJECT WITH CORRUGATED CARDeOARO COVERING TAPED 
TO "AN fLING AT T~ AND BOTTOM. 

&. .REMOVE ,AI NT FROM RISERS AND TREADS BEFORE TREATMENT. THEY 00 NOT RECEIVE PAINT. 

7. ,ATCH HOLES WITH MATERIAL OF MATCHING ""'0FILE TO EX ISTING CEILING BOARDS. 

I . NEW RAN~ WIDTH. T6G, 1" THICK BY II" TO 7" FLOORING. 

t . NEW CORNICE OVER CLOSET ONLY. 

10. PATCH EXISTING S ILLS, REUSE EXISTING DOORS AS DIRECTED. INSTALL NEW .. ARTITION DOORS. 

II. NEW "ANELED CLOSET ONLY. 

12. ..ATCH AND RE .. AIR EXISTING WHERE NECESSAR Y. 

tl. l/4~ "L YWOOD SU8FLOOR AND 1" THICK RANDOM B" TO 10" T6G FLOOR INC. 
' 

14. 'ATCH FLOORING WITH WOOD OF M"TCHING DIMENSIONS AND sPECIES TO EXISTING. 

15. "LTlRNATE 810 ITEM. 

16. REMOVE EXISTING TILE. AE,LASTER WHERE NECESSARY. 

17. INSTALL NEW GRATING. 

11 . NEW WINDOW FRAME INSTALLED WITHOUT GLAliNG. ATTACH DUCT~ INTERIOR AS DIRECTED. 

1t. USE EXISTING WINOOW !IHOWN ON DAAWI"'GS AND INSTALL Ill "'EW I.OCAT!Ofol 

20. USE EXISTING WINOOW MODIFY AS SHOWN ON OAAWI"'GS. 

21. CI.EA"' ALL 'AI NT OIF LOUVERS A"'D F INISH AS PER S"ECIFICATION . 

22. ALTERNATE 81D ITE.M. "'EW GYP'SUM IOARD WALLS. 

:n. 2 SUS STR ... I't41"1G£S. 2 "NTLES. 2 'ULL IIIINGS ""'0 STA,LU, 2 AAT·TAIL HOLDa"CQ, 1 ltEE,fR. ALL 
HARDWARE TO 8E S4LVAGED OURI"'G DEMOLITI~. 

,., P;LOO!t. TlltaAlf"MitWJ": TUouu~UL'f' woa.c.. 1torTO 1'~'-~ ... ,..,." •P 1"• 
n50 ~ n'1Z. .... CTICN• A '"-I&LL-M.-.. MIIC'1\IQ _, 
SIIU'"'-~ •F ...,..,.,...._, ~,.,.,... ~ U~&IID 
~· 

J5. ~~lMlJ.If: E)<A•TIN" to.l~a.l.. ... T .. INWclctP PL.OO'&S. \N 1ECO""'. 
\1'2-,l~,"loq, 'Z.ll lw '1\K 1aSo't. ~&!c:t'O-' ' L.I&Un.'f" 
~ Bt.IT' 1'0 ,..T "'~ 11)Q'»1'\ NG- WOOl> ~'llloiN . 
~o.~ .. A.L...L. ~ »a"1='..,'~w W1T't w~ 
"~ ,.~~ .... " ~ ..w.l\JP~\ \~\~. 
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flooring 
Paint Schedule. Interior 
ceiling walls 

baseboards chair ralls comice !~!!!· .. 

M4 1'-\4 - - - - - - - M2. - - - WW -
-- .. . - . . -·-·- - - ·-- _ ... --- ·-· . - .. 

M4 M.4. - - - - - - - MZ - - - WW -

-- ww -

- - - - - _,_ - -
. 

-1-l-
.. 

- - - - - -
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Jacob 1::. Tothero. l'roj ~ct Supervisor, 
Leshler-tiorris liouse 

Peter Snell, iUstorical Architect, Historic Preservation Team, DSC 

I:xterior paint colors, Deshler-Norris House, Section 09901~ Part 3-6 

All ~ood trim on exterior of the 1750 and 1792 sections shall be painted 
Nunsell color 1.5Y 8/3. All lines on stucco shall also b~ painted 
1.5Y 8/3 . All window bars and screens shall be wire brushed, primed vith 
a product sbilar to Rustoliuro, and painted a flat gray-Llack. 

Existing fence facing Germantown Avenue, North (to be rebuilt) and 
South (to be repaired}, shall be painted Hunsell color 1.5Y 8/3 to 
match exterior tr im. 

First floor, South elevation, 1850 section, and ~~orth elevation, 1850 
s~ction, all windo~s. shutters and clapboards shall be painted Munsell 
color 5Y 9 /1. 

Rallin&s, trcllis\.Jork. \Iindow cornices and cornice uouer the eave on 
tlt~ EC:conci floor of the 1850 section siaall be painted M-5Y 9/1. 

YirGt floor cornice, second floor cornice under the eave, and window 
cornices on the second floor of the 1380 section shall be painted t-1.5Y 9/l. 

Clapboards, louvered shutters anu all window trig of the second floor 
South elevation, 1850 section, shall be painted Hunsell color lOY?- 5/2. 

All brick, louvers, trim, doors andwiudows on the first floor of the 
1880 section, and all "~indo\\rs, doors and roof platforms on tbe oecood 
floor of that section, South :;nu \oiest elevations, shall be painted 
H. lOYR 5/2. 

ilrick chimneys, orick \.:alka and all exposed bricl:. on the North elevation of 
the iJeshler-Horris House is to r51:ain unpainted. 

Shinc;les on the second floor of the 1830 cection shall all be painted 
7 .5-tt 4/8. 

All metal roofing shall be painted Hunsell Color lOGY 3/2. 

Signed 

Peter Snell 

cc: 
DSC-THP-Snell 
l>SC-THP-File {A) 
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Continue to 
second floor 

Extent 
on Ief 

PAINTING UETAILS 
Section 
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PAINTING DE·TAILS 
HSO Section 

inch Painted Band 

Room 
lOS 

\-Iinder Stair 



I I 

Room 
107 

Bana·across 
N.ewell. Post 

trim color) 

FRONT 

PAINTING DETAILS 
1774 Section 164 

Chair Rail 
1772 Section 

70P 

Fl{O:-rr 
(trim color) 

,u-

PAINTING OE.TAILS 
1772 Section 

Painted Band 09901 
l l of 12 
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ADDENDUM NO . 2 

Memorandum of Agreement and Mi tigation of Adverse Effect 

On The Deshler- Morri s Hou se 

INDEPENDENCE NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK 

Thi s report was published following cons t ruction work on the 

Deshler-Morris House. Since a portion of the restoration work carried 

out at the site represented an adverse effect upon the house as a cultural 

resource, a process of review and evaluation was initiated between the 

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation and the National Park Service 

(NPS). Documentation of the 1909 addition which follows is part of the 

mitigating measures taken by the NPS at the request of the Advisory 

Counci I and in accordance with NPS policy, since the work of restoration 

involved demolit ion of a portion of the historic structure. 

165 



Advi~£~C)' C~unciJ 
On Hi\toric Jlrc~n·atton 
1 >:: }, "th ·~t > •. \'\". $u ~~t ·O(t 
\\ . .:.:Jm ,_: ·{,··n U.C 11t(t(tS 

Wi~R~~. the u.s. Dcpar~nt of the Int~ri~, ~t~Pnal Park 
Service (l\PS), propose& to i~plea.;ent a projf".et :r. n ·atwe 
Deshl~r-Y~rri& House , a unit of 7ndependenc~ X•t5~al ~ittorical 
Park loc~ted at G~~nt.O\i'n Avenue in Phi hdrtl pM~: i ~nd 

~~REAS, )~ has det~~ined that this underr~k!ng ~11 
advenely effect Deshlf:r·Xorris House. a p7o-ye-rcy l bud on the 
~:atio~al Reghter of. Nhtoric Places, and p-n·u\)&nt to the "Proced~ea 
for the Protectit'n t'f Bhtoric and Cultural Pror-ertic.J 11 (36 c.r .R. 
Part 800) hu requested the ~=e:lta of tlu~ Ach>itoory Council on 
Historic Preservat1o1) ; and 

~,'1-{L:J:£..\S, pur&uant to the proctd~n~s of tb~ Advuory Council on 
Histor ic Pn>sen·~ t ion, rep:n~se:lt.a t iv~s of the AdviBory Council, 
1:a t!onal Park S&rvice , and the Pennsylvania State Hbtorle 
?resen·ation Officer have c()nsulted and re\' ie'w'ed all prudent and 
:feas ible alternAtives to tHe undertaking •nd their effects; 

TtiEREJ'OP.f : . 
lt is ttut\1411)" agreed th2ft tn:;>le:;t-~tation of the undertaking, 

as indicated in the attached lefj_t~tt of Janu&r)' 14. 1975, vlth 
~nelosures ~1 through ~7, !r~ ~eeter L, Br~oks, ~egional Director, 
~!id-Atlantic Region. HPS, llftd in -.ecorcanct vtt:h design specifications. 
contained in the "PTel11tti..nary Cas~. Report on Proposed Restoration. 
Desltl~r-~·~rris Jlouae 11 , aub~lt ted tq the Advi&ory Co\Jl\cil on llh t.C'ric 
rres~rvation oo January 2, l97.S, byl. ){r. ~rooks, and the "Hhtortc 
Struc.tures R(:?Ort 11 prepared by the Ue-nvu SHvice Cc:nt.er• NPS, \rill 
&&lis!actortly mit:1&ate any advc e t:ffect on ·lle Bbove stentioned 
l\ational Register prop~rty. 

'f /,: c,·, ..... a z:..=o: j ,; . .;':ru)!n:! t.t. . ! (•{ !bt ,. ....... ! Ji l( lh,< r.;~·d ''·~ f•ht.ti' G~N<H· -.r:u. l.-.~,, . 1!·! I·;~ li ·· .·\: 1 ~·: 
0: 1:•1••• l j I : ""f( t:u;!a .':l IJ.r h oiJ(..:i ~·: ! c (·-; t .I(.J ,:,., Ji.-' ' . .:J! (•/lli>lt-~ i\ 1·'tTJtiH!mOJ. 
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Advi~orv C.ouncil 
On l Ii~toric Prc·!-(·rYation 
i \ : l ' ' t \ . . : ~ . . ';' . ~ ' ) ~ ~ ,. ·~ ·, { t 
\ \ . . \p o-. , 1•>:, ll.t.. . > ·i'i•S 

!-:.r. C'he:s t(:r, L. Brooks 
Dirt>etor 
Xid·A:lant!c Region 
~etional P4rk Service 
143 So . rhi rd S tre~t 
rh.iladt·lphin, J'ennaylvan~a 19106 

Du;r ~~r. Brooks: 

ThE Advisory Council hrr!> r{- -:: tivc:i Y'-'l.: l' pn~;."Jn$1Jl .:rncer·•.t..•'il';.' tne 
D~· !i h 1 eo r-Y,Qr r is Houte tHtd t h~ ::at i c)!'!al P11 rl: ,:: t:n· ~ t~ 1&- \NJ'S/ pr<l?<.IS eo 
res::or.?! t!on a c ti\rS.tfns . Th~ Cvt-r.dl's Ol!Sr~ c:ol' Y.\lVH-1.- ~nd 
c,.;;,?lhnce ha~ revie-,..ed the: propoE-al t-~'"ld t.As Ci.'ttr-~H:.:!d t·h3t it is 
6\,!ficic:1t . Therefor e , p urr.nt.nt t\l ~. rcde>:;, )!:.6 c:i :.:!le; )~.'1 ·t.Sonal 
Hi s toric Fre~e:rva~ion Act of 1965 , 'mc losed ~J !~t ~eoorandtm of 
.:\sr ;:; r;~,~nt for· the project. 

7he Agrc: r:!:·(I~H has been sit~n~d by Rc;be-rt I\ . ::<\r';t>.y 1 ,;-r. • Lx~cutive 
Di-:-c· a vr o f tht' Advi$ory Council. Ple: ~s~ l, i tn ""'c !.~t<- ehe c·~:cl .,s ed 
A£n r-: ::- :·T> t ilnd forward it with 'its attached ;-:ro~t1Ul :r> Y..r. "i1lit!S £.. 
\.\.:.wc. r, F<·:-c ;!:!yh•anis. State His tor1c Pr\oS.CT\'6 tim C'ffic·~r • for hh 
de r<'.cl ;:.i i_;n;:; ture. 'l'ht:r<'3hET, the Agrc errtent, ~i th the attached 
pr.:•pc,l';a ), r:.ust be re:tur11ed to thh offic~ fc:l'f ltpprc··v•l by th~ 
Chi!irr!.an of tl!e Council. Aitu th.: C:r~s i~.sn ))at; ru Hi(·~1 thto Agne ­
r:>ent • an axc:euted copy "'~ ll be ~ent t 0 )'Cl\l. ~:i 8 \'ill t·N~ ?lHe tbe 
Section 106 process. 

!'hank you for ~·our ¢e>Op<>ratioo. 

t.nclC'aure 

i , . ( · . . ·.~ J : ,. .. : ,·.':J-· :'/4, ' . '"~. l (,.f 11 '. r -.. 1 ·,. ~·-· . l f. • .i' .i· , #/ rt<i ,/:~,.,\ ·· . ;c•·t. 'f\'l ·,. tti~:·, J. · /h.·, ;;i . ' . . : .· 

c:_, ' ~·f. '! ! t . JS! ·: J· c!, ·.,· t l . 1·,r. i ?. ,.! ;; •.:.' ( ·;.-: .. . ;~. J : ~ : ,',i' ~· · i :· .·s~ '' J; ;· ... ;. ·~•: .= ~ (z . 
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character and its location on the battlefield of Germantown;" 
and that it is to be included 11 

••• as a part of the pro­
posed Independence Historical Park • . • • as a part of the 
general plan of development [of the Park] • 11 The house and tts 
surro~nd Jng grounds are to be ·exht blted to the public" ••• 
as an historic house • • • ... The press release of January 13, 
1949 (encl. No.2) and National Park Service correspondence of 
that time (encl. No. 3, 4, and 5) describe the primary slgnlft­
cance of the house as coming from Its use by washington. Encl. 
No. 5, a letter from the President of the Germantown Historical 
Society to Dr. Franels S. Ronalds, Coordinating Superintendent, 
Morristown National Historical Park, shows that In 1949 the 
Historical Society was restoring the house to Its 179.3 appearance. 

As Is stated on page 12 of the Master Plan for Independence 
Nat lonal Historical Park, the · "Park was· established to pre· 
serve certain buildings and sites of outstanding national sig· 
nificance .and so as to develop and interpret them that visitors 
may gain a deeper understanding of the great events of which 
they are the tangible SYfilbols. 11 Speaking specifically of the · 
significance of the Deshler-Morris House, on page 16 of the 
Master P·l a n it is stated that "In "this house in Germantown, then 
6 miles from Philadelphia, President Washington and his family · 
1 tved for several weeks in 1793 and a~ain in 17~. Important 
cabinet meetings were held there during 17 93 • 11 

Additionally, (encl. No.6 and 7) are respectively Public law 
85-702, 85th Congress, H.R. 7403, dated August 21, 1958 and 
Appendix B of Public Law 795-80th Cvngress. The former states 
that the Deshler-Morris House W!S "accepted as a part of Inde­
pendence Ni:t ·iona 1 Hi stor ica 1 Park pursuant to sect ion 3 of the 
Act of June 28, 19ltS (62 Stat. 1061), 11 which states that "The 
Secretary of the Interior is also uuthorlzed to accept donations 
of property of national significance located in the city of 
Phi }adelphia which the Secretary may deem proper for administra­
tion as part of the Independence Uational Historical Park.11 

We are hopeful you may find this information as adequate supplemental docu­
mentation for your review and a basis f.:>r a Hemorandum of Agreement on this 
project. 

Enclosures 

Sincerely yours, 

(} !l j}. . I //1 ,, 
L/4.t.'/..; ·.. . . /J.-'-<.~~ 

Chester L. Brooks 
Regional Dir ec tor 
Hid-Atlantic Region 
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IH RE.PI.Y 1\ l f £ 11 TO : 

L7615 
(MAR) PE 

United States Department of the Interior 
:\ATIO:\AL PARK SERVICE 

MID· A TL.ANTIC REGION 
143 SOtJfH THIRD STREET 

PHILo\ DELPHIA, PA. 19106 

JAN 1 ~ 1975 

Hr. John D. McDermott 
Advisory Council on Historic 

Preservation 
1522 K Street, N.W. Suite ~30 
Washington, D. C. 20005 

Dear Hr. McDermott: 

Pursuant to our January 6 on-site inspectlon _with you, Ms. Ellen Ramsey 
and Dr. Hurray Ne) I igan, we surrmarize here in our understanding of the. 
consensus reached about the proposed restoration of the Deshler-Horris 
House, a unit of Independence National Historical Park, and present re­
quested supplemental information. 

It Is our understanding that both the State Historic Preservation Officer's 
and the Advisory Council's representatives agreed that (a) all 1909 addi­
tions should be removed; (b) more details on interior restoration should 
be furnished prior to final agreement; and (c) no objection \<o'OUld be found 
to r~moval of the 1856-dormers if adequate justification were furni~ned _ 
documenting that t~ original purpose for Including the house within Inde­
pendence National Historical Park \ooeS its national historic significance 
stemming from its association with the Battle at Germantown on October 4, 
1777, and Preside~t George Washington's occupancy of it in 17.93 and 1794. 

Full details on the house's proposed interior restoration may -be found in 
the recently completed Historic Structures Report which you are t~or may 
have already r eceived from the Denver Service Center. These deta ils may be 
found in the set of plans sutmitted to your off.ke at an earlier date. 

The following itens provice ~i;e basis for our determination of the original 
purpo·se for the acceptance ct the house by the Nat lona I Park System. 

The Her.1orandum of Agreement of July 20, 1949 (encl. ' jo. 1) 
relating to preservation of the De shler-Morris House de-
c J ores that 11

• • • The Perot - ibrr is House [! s of] national 
significance because of its historical and architectural 
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lrov. U 

Bov. 1) 

Nov.· 1) 

Nov.- lS 

HOY. ·lS 

DeC • . 2 

Dec. 12 

Deo..:..l7 

Dec. 18 

Dec. 20 

Dec. 31 

Dec. 31 

B.eceived letter fro::3 Advisory Council indicati..ng inade­
quate · docur::entation and suggesting llPS reconsider pre­
vious deter:trl..nation of no adverse effect, (this in spite 
of Oct. 31 assurance supple::1ental. information is bei.ng 
forwarded) . · · . 

Letter !'r~ SHFO indicat·ing can't concur with .finding or 
no adverse effect. 

Response to Advisory Co~cll' s Nov. 4 letter. ·. . , . . 
Letter to ssro .fo:rwa.rdi:ng copy o.r the Advisory Council I 8 

H~. 4 letter azul NPS reply or llov. 1). 

Letter to SHPO · a.cknowlede:i-ng reciept of Nov. ll letter and 
requesting reconsiderat~on. 

Letter . to Advisocy .. Councu:.....rorwa.rdi.ilg SHFO' s Bov.': ll· letter.· _ 

Heating of liPS and .Advisory Council representatives in· ~. 

Council' a office .- liPS =equested to respond for:Jall.y t()'. 
the ltov. 4 letter and assured that vould. be adequate to . 
conclude review. 

Letter to Advisory Council furni sb.i.D8 in.forma. tion req_tle sted 
in Bov. 4 letter, per sut;geation at Dec. ·2 meeting. 

Forwarded to ss:ro a copy of the Dec.· 12 let~er and SIJ&-ested · · 
reconsider~tion o.r pro~sal and determ~nation of effect. 

. . 
Telephone call !'ro.:~ Council, for clarification of wrk, pr~>-
posed on interior of the house. Agreed to r-.u·ztish a set or 
pl.~. 

Letter !'rom the Advisory Council acknow!edging r eciept of 
HPS detemination of effect (ref. Dec. 12 l~tter to Co,.mcU) 
and ind.ica+.ing _!>rocedures speci.f,y 2.iJeilCY proceed with 
consultation process. · · 

Letter to Advisory Council requesting COiilOer:.'-s, in response 
to the Deo.- 20 letter. 

Letter to SHPO notit;ying him of request to Council. 
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1974 

¥.ay- "$) 

June 12 

CHRONOLOGY 

Desbler-I1orris House 
Proposed Restoration Project 

Historic Architect, DSC presents to the Chief Architect, 
. DSC, his Preliminary Findings, the Architectural Data 
Section of the Rietorio StructUres Report. - a progress 
report on inforoation uncovered and direction being con­
sidered ror restoration or the structure. 

. l 

Y..anager (Acting), Historic Preservation Team, DSC forwarded 
the Y.ay JJ Preli minary. report to expedite decision on work 
to be done. _ .. 

June·.24 _;: '- 11eetin8' in Deputy. Regie~: nue·ctor' s ·office ,.-here consen­
sus was reached on wrk ·..to be ·done, . ~ bid i·teras;.:z..~ 

July 1 . 

July 2 

July 1S .. 

Oct. 18 

Oct. 18 

Oct • .31 

Nov. 1 

Assistant Superintendent .. e.xp:ressi.n& ~t views ··an 
the ~ JJ report. · . . 

Assistant to Regional Director, Bicentennial Projects 
memo to t'ile summarizing results of Jw:i.e 24 meeting. 

Instruction f':ram the Regional Director to the Y..anager• 
B:P1,-· DSC based on decl .u·ans .reached-at ·JUne 24 meeti.ng. 

letter to the SHl?O describing proposed action and requesting 
consultation. 

Letter to the Advisory Council requestin8 reviev and 
comment, indicating, SB:PO' s COJ'!:Dlents will be forwarded. 

Telephone discussion, Ellen Ramsey Wld Joe Karban. -
Advisory Council can't make determination, insufficient 
infoxmation, or do~ntation. Agreed to send supple­
mental cate:ria1. 

Respond.ing to Oct. · Jl request, .forwarded add.i tion.al 
material aLd des<;ribed rational used tcward rea.ching 
consensus on proposed action. 
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PruJ..DffiiARY CASE REPOR1' 
P.iiO?OSED P.;;3TORaTION 
DESHLER-HJRRIS HOUSE 

DIDEPEiiDEllCE 1\ATIOliAL HISTORICAL PARK 

The National Park Service proposes to implement a project to restore 
the Deshler-Horris House. This House is a National Regist~.r property 
which in 19.56 was added to Independence Hational Historical Park 
through donation and accepted primarily, if not exclusively, becauss 
or its occupa.ny by the first President of the United States of America, 
George 'rlash.ington, in 1794. Therefore, the Park Service proposes to 
recreate the at~eet facade as it appeared at that time. 

. . . 

In accord.2.nce with the requirements of Section 800.4(f) ot the 
Advisory Council on Historic Precervation' a "Procedures for the 
Protection or Historic and Cultural Properties" (36 C.P.R. Part Boo), 
the attached "Chronology4' and set of correspondence has been coz:rplied 
to serve as a pr el iminar;y case report conta.ining all relevant in.i"C~r- .·~­

mation concern.i.D6 the unde2"taking. ·.:.. 

Chester L. Brooks 
Begional. Director 
Hid-Atlantic Regional Office 
January 2, 1975 
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·. ' ·: ~ · ) n · C. , · · _. i l 
. ":n JJj q·n~i( j ' ; : ·: .1t 10n 

;._~ } ':: , . : · \ . c... . t~,.· 4;o 
\\ ' .l ' hi I' ·~ : • 'II J ) 1 • : 1 J I • ~ 

Mr. Chester L. Brooks 
Regional Director 
Mid-Atlantic Region 
National Park Service 
143 South Third Street 
Philadelphia, Pa. 19106 

Dear Mr. Brooks: 

December 120 !974- · 

The Advisory Council acknowledges receipt of National Parl SijrV:Lde 's 
(NPS) determination that , in accordance with the Council' :t Ciit~?CI 
of Effect , the proposed restoration of the Deshler-Morris IHotlse~•O:AmS 
which is a unit of Independence Nationa l Historic Park, w{lliha(mr~Qrn 
adverse effect on that property, which is included in the~a~io~~~ 

· Register of Historic Places . · Section 800.4(e) qf the Courtcil's 
"Procedures for the Protection of Historic and Cultural P~oP"dr ties" 
(36 C. F .R. Part 800) specifies that an agency official vill, upon .. · 
determining that an undertaking will have an adverse effect upon a . -
National Register property: 

1. r eques t, in vriting, the comments of the Advisory 
Cotmcil 

2. notify the ~tate Historic Preservation Officer of 
this request 

3. prepare .a preliminary case report 

4. proceed wi.th the consul tat ion process set forth in 
36 C.F.R. 800.5 

With regard to the consultation process, the Counci l notes NPS's 
request to expedite consideration of this undertaking. lJe shall, 
therefore, be pleased to waive the public information meeting and, 
following an on site- inspection, move directly to a consideration of 
a lternatives in an effort to mitigate or avoid adverse effect to the 
Deshler-}!orris House. 

Should you have further questions concerning NPS's compliance with 
Section 106 of the ~·Ia i:ional Historic Preservation Act in this matter , 
please contact Ellen R. Ramsey at 202-254-3974 of the Council staff. 

?JLeo;:~ 
~hn D. NcDermott .. 
~ Dtrectcr, Office of Review and 

Comp liance 

Tl•f Cc;;r:dl is .;n in!f'p,·nlcr.lunil of tl>r E1rotlir ·f B"mrh ofllx Frlrral Cor r"rnrwnl rharge'd b) thr A· I of 

Ortvl ,, I l, I ?(.6 tu :~.1: isc II.>< PrrsiJ,·n/.Jtd C <msr,·H in tlx· fir/.1 of Ilislorh· rrc')c' rr Jticts . 
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Jacob l:.. Tothero, l'rojl.!ct Supervisor, 
i.Jcshlcr-liorris tiouse 

Peter Snell, rlictorical Architect , llistoric Preservation Team, JJSC 

Lxterior paint colors, Deshler-Horris liouse, Section 09901, Part 3-6 

All "Wood trirrl on eAtcrior of the 1750 and 1792 sections shall be painted 
Hunsell color 1.51 8/3. All lines on stucco shall also b~ painted 
1. 5Y B/3 ~ All window bars and screens shall be wire brushed, primed vith 
a product sL"!tilar to Rustoliurn, and painted a flat gray-Llack. 

l::..xisting fence facing Gcrmantm..m Avenue , Horth (to be rebuilt) and 
South (to be repaired), shall be painted ifunsell color 1.5Y 8/3 to 
matcll exterior triL•. 

First floor, South e l evation, 1850 s ection , and ~~orth e levation, 1850 
suction, all windows. shu tters and clapboardG shall be painted Huusell 
color 5Y 9/1. 

J-:aililt{;S , trelli::;\.Jork, \Jindow cornict!s :mu cornice unucr the uave on 
tl1~ scconci floor of the 1850 scct1or: si1all be painted ~1-SY 9/1. 

r'irst floor cornict:, ::;econd floor \!oruice under the eave, anci winao'lo· 
coruices on t ue s e cond floor of the 11360 section shall be painted H.SY 9/1. 

Cl apboa ru5, l ouvered slruttero anl.l all window tritl of the second floor 
South elevation, 1650 section , sha ll be painted Hunscll color 10Y2. 5/2. 

Al l brick, louvers, trim, doors aru.hrindo"WS on the first f loor of the 
15&v section, and a ll ldudo\o:s, doors and roof platforu.u; on the second 
floo r of that s ecti on. South :.nu \·;est elevations, ::;hall be painted 
H. lOYR 5/2 • 

.Urick chicmeys, Lrick \:alks anu all exposed br ick on the ;.;orth elevation of 
the Jeshler-Horris House is to r cL~:.ain unpainted . 

~hiut,les on ti1c second floor of the lSUO cectiou s iwll all be p~inted 
7 . .)~{ 4/8. 

1\ll Lttal roof in:;; slu-"lll be painteJ ·:lunsell Color lOGY 3/2. 

Peter Snell 

cc: 
DSC- THP- Snell 
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.~ITED STATES lilO\f.lRN"MENT 

Memort/l17ldum 
Manager, Historic Preservation Team, DSC DATE: f·i!AR ':' } 1975 

Peter Snell, Historical Architect, Historic Preservation Team, DSC 
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JECT: Mitigation of Adverse Effect of Restoration at Deshler-Morris House, 
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Independence National Historical Park 

The following statement is offered as an interim management plan for 
the Deshler-Morris House Restoration now in progress. It is in the 
form of a "Scope of Museum Collections" statement entitled "Scope of 
Museum Collections, Architectural Artifacts of the Deshler-Morris 
House, Independence National Historical Park." In light of the 
Advisory Council for Historic Preservation's preliminary. findi.ngs of 
adverse effect expressed in a letter from Mr. John P. 11cDermott, 
Director, Office of Review and Compliance, Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation, of December 20, 1974 to Mr . Chester L. Brooks, Regional 
Director, Mid-Atlantic Region, NPS, and the absence of concrete proposals 
for mitigations of said adver·se effect, the following proposals are made. 

1. Independence National Historical Park shall enter into the cataloged 
collection of objects at the Deshler- Morris House specified material 
separated from the National Landmark during the ongoing selective 
demolition. This material will be outlined in the "Scope of Museum 
Collections, Architectural Artifacts of the Deshler-Morris House." 
To insure completeness of this collection, a representative of the 
Historical Architect at the site shall be allowed to designate 
additional objects. 

2. Independence National Historic Park shall assume the expense of 
such additional work as is necessary to record to a standard 
commensurate with the significance of the subject structure, 
all portions of that structure which will be removed by the ongoing 
restoration. 

Actions initiated by this office have been in accordance with Executive 
Order 11593, Protection and Enhancement of the Cultural Environment, 
Section 2:C, dated May 13, 1971. 

Peter Snell 

II Enclosure 

•i •a ..... , .. 
II 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll SavingJ Plan 

175 



SCOPE OF MUSEUM COLLECTIONS AND 

ARCHITECTURAL ARTIFACTS OF THE 

DESHLER-MORRIS HOUSE 

1. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND FOR THE COLLECTION 

The Memorandum of Agreement of July 20, 1949 relating to 

preservation of the Deshler-Morris House declares that 
11 ••• The Perot-Morris House [is of] national significance 

because of its historical and architectural character and 

its location on the battlefield of Germantown; 11 and that 

it is to be included 11 
• •• as a part of the proposed 

Independence Historical Park ... as a part of the general 

plan of development [of the park]. 11 The house and its 

surrounding grour:tds are to be exhibited to the public" 

. .. as an historic house .. . 11
• 

At the time of acceptance, the very form of the house as it existed 

during the American Revolution had been misunderstood, and no history 

of the house and its proud owners had been compiled. As researchers 

have outlined in the historic structure report, the Deshler-Morris House 

was a house of exceptional architectural integrity. Throughout the 

190-years of private ownership, the historic nature of the house had been 

respected and virtually all new work on the house was in the form of 

additions instead of renovations. Only the finest materials and most 

modern styles would suffice for the owners. 

Constructed during the last half of the 18th century in the Georgian 

style and added to in the Federal, Classical, and Romantic styles, the 

house survived to be complimented with an early 20th century Colonial 

Revival addition. 

Because the house is recognized for "its historical · and architectural 

character 11 the Architectural Artifacts Collection for this property must 

offer a tangible footnote to the findings of the NPS's historians and 

architects. Whereas the Deshler-Morris House is presently being restored 

to partly recreate an historic scene when viewed from the majority of the 
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interior rooms or the east e levation , certain architectural elements are to . 
be removed that predate major portions of the house which are retained . 

So as not t,o preclude future adjustment in the "restored" house that 

could recover its architectural continuity and integrity, I propose the 

retention of certain architectural features of the 18th and 19th centuries in 

a condition suitab le for reinstallation . 

II. PURPOSE OF THE COLLECTION 

The purpose of this proposed collection shall be to provide a study 

collection of objects, supplemental photographs and drawings cataloged 

into the file system of the DSC , which shall record the complete evolution 

of the subject house and to retain all elements of the structure and 

ornaments which are separated from the Deshler-Morris House which date 

from the 18t h and 19th centuries in a condition suitable for reinstallation. 

Samples of woodwork, tile, and other architectural and decorative 

mat erials shall be saved for all 20th century por\ions of the 

Deshler-Morris House now under demolttion. These objects shall 

ultimately be stored in the Deshler-Morris House as part of that house's 

catalogued contents. 

Ill. SPECIFIC AND REPRESENTATIVE OBJECTS FOR THE COLLECTION 

I. The entire face , exterior and inter ior trim of dormer windows 

constructed before 1842 in Rooms 302 and 303 shall be retained. Records 

of demolition shall be made to note exterior sheathing , structural frame 

and interior plastering. The dormer's pediment, pilasters, sash, and 

interior trim shall be treated as a single object. 

2. All Minton tiles that ornamented the fireplace in Room 110 in the 

1870s currently stored as part of furnishings removed from Room 04 . 

3. The doors and assoc iated frame work between Room 109 and 108 

constructed before 1842 shall be retained. 
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4. Any other architectural artifacts designated as part of the 18th 

and 19th century house form or decoration shall be retained in total. 

5. Samples of architraves, moldings, or woodwork not retained for 

reuse in the Deshler-Morris House shall be labeled according to room 

number and location and retained as part of the study collection. 

6. A portion of the cabinet work found in rooms under demolition 

shall be saved and reinstalled in rooms not used for public exhibition. 

7. Unique or rare hardware, lighting, heating, or plumbing fixtures 

so designated shall become part of this collection. 

8. Samples of any curtain, drapery, upholstery, linoleum, carpet, 

wallpaper, or other decorative items original to demolished areas shall be 

saved as part of this collection. (This section of limited applicability.) 

The following photographs are a portion of a complete set of record 

photographs taken March 14, 1975 by James L. Dillon and Company, Inc., 

801 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, PA 69107 and the staff of this office, 

NPS, DSC (field) Philadelphia. Forty-five shots of Deshler-Morris, 

principally recording existing conditions of the 1909 addition and its 

interior features. 

The photograph negatives are filed in the Historic Structures 

.Photograph Negative File with Nos. 157.2946 thru 157.2990, 4-inch by 

5-inch negatives in the Philadelphia office of the NPS, Mid-Atlantic 

Regional Office. All photographs have room numbers, dates, and north 

arrows. Twenty views are included as record of demolition. See Existing 

Condition Drawings for further information on the 1909 additions. 
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ADDENDUM NO . 3 

Archeological Reports 

The following archeological report materials were prepared by Daniel 

G. Crozien, Research Associate, Temple University, Philadelphia, PA 19122 

on March 17, 1975 and May I, 1975. They were prepared under a General 

Services Contract No. CS-4000-5-0012 wit h the Mid-Atlantic Regional 

Office. Original photographs which document this work should accompany 

the reports as submitted to the Superintendent, Independence National 

Historic Park. Reproduced here is the test and graphic material from 

those reports. 
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TEMPLE UNIV ERSITY 
COLLEGE OF liBERAl ARTS 

PH IL ADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 19122 

DEPARTMENT OF ANTH.IlOPOLOGY 

Dr. John L. Cotter 
Regiona l Archaeologist 
Northeast Region 
Nationa l Park Service 
143 South Third Street 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

Dear Dr. Cotter : 

19106 

March 17 , 1975 

Please be advised that the comprehensive 
investigative phase of our archaeologica l investigations 
at the Deshler-Morris House is concluded , within the terms 
of Professional Services Contract #CX-4000-5-0012 . Several 
areas within and exterio r to the house wil l be examined as 
exposed by the contractor, R.S . Cook and Associates, Inc . 
Contractor Gary Rossmann will advise when our services 
are required. 

IYir . Rossmann , in consultation with plumbing 
contractor John R. Morr i s, has r equ ested that we do not 
backfill above and peripheral to that bricklined structure 
located beneath the brick sidewalk south of the 1750 section. 
We have also been requested not to return brick to a small 
exterior area west of the 1880 section. All other excavated 
areas exterior to the house and in the 1850 section have 
been backfilled and bricks replaced. Please note that we 
had not been advised as to the tr e atment we should afford 
that bricklined structure l ocated beneath the 1880 sect ion, 
nor the disposition of ash which was removed from that 
structure. Bagged ash is presently neatly aligned on walk 
and wall areas west of the 1880 section; certainly the 
contractor could remove it along with demolition rubble, 
or perhaps utili ze it as fill or bedding for sidewalk areas, 
should you so designate. 

I realize that al l persons concerned with the 
Bicentennial projects have very heavy work loads and full 
schedules . I therefore would suggest the following : s hould 
interpretive p~rsonnel not be able to ma~e recommendations 
in the near future as to potential restoration of th~t 
brick lined structure located ben eath the floor of the 
1880 section, excavated areas peripheral to that structure 
could be backfilled . The total structure can be considered 
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Or. Jo hn L . Cotter 
:~~a r L: n 1 7 , 1 9 7 5 
Page 2 

at a later date . I woul d re c ommend however that your 
engineers examine the structure , a ffo r di ng treatment , 
should it be necessary , to prevent possible collapse . 

We have s incerely enjoyed archaeologically 
investigating portions of the De sh le r-Morris House . Should 
questions arise regarding those investigations , please 
call my home at l-723- 4060. Please find e nc losed copy of 
correspondence with Mr . Rossmann. 

DGC:dw 
Enclosure 

Th ank you . 

cc s Mr . Hobart Cawood 

Sincerely , 

' . . 
• -··,$ :_ -· · --- c_ 

Dan i e l G. Crozier 
Research Assnciate 
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TEMPLE UNIVERSITY 
COLLEGE OF I. I RERAL A I~ TS 

PH I LA 0 E ll'li I A , r f: N N S \ I \ . .\ N I A 1" I :! 2 

flli'.\RTM ENT OF A~>TIU.IlrOLilt,Y march 17 , 1975 

--
Mr. Gary Rossmann 
R. S . Cook and Assoc., Inc. 
1022 Spring Street 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 191 30 

Dear Mr. Rossmann : 

Per your request, please find enclosed 
photographs of the Deshler-Morris House exterior and 
portions of the interior of the 1850 and 188o sections . 
I have p2id for the processing of the photographs , see 
enclosed receipt. 

In accordance with our discussions this past 
week , you will advis e (by calling l-723-4060) at the 
earl i est opportunity regarding my examinat ion of certain 
areas to be disturbed within and exte rior to the Deshler­
Morris House . Those areas are : 

1. That area beneath the c oncrete slab located in 
the northwest quadrant of the 1850 section interior. 

2. That area beneath the concrete slab located · 
exterior to the west wall of the 1880 section. 

3. Those areas of the bas ement floor of the 1750 
and 1772 sections , as exposed to receive support 
pillars. 

4. That exterior area immediately east of the south 
exit of the 1750 section . 

DGC:dw 
Enclosures 

Thank you. 

cc : Dr. John Cotter 
Mr . Hobart Cawood 

Sincerely, 

/ 

Daniel G. Crozier 
Research Associate 
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TEMPLE l J NlVERSITY 
(- () L I. 1: t; I: U I· I. I !.1 E f{ ,\ I .·\ I< T ~ 

. JI I \H. l'.O' f n t ,\ ~T II f" 'H'.tl t'\ o \ ~l ay l, 1975 

iYlr. Hob a rt Cawood . ·superintendent 
Ind epe ncJP.nCH Natitmal Hi st orical Park 
National Pa rk Sentir ~ e 
Phil a delphia , Pe nnsylvania 19106 

De a r iYlr . Cavr ood: 

In accordance with our teleph one conversation 
of April ]8 and an April 28 request b y Mr . Peter Snell, 
I here forward an overview of archaeological findings as 
re corded from within the 1850 and 1856 Sections of the 
Deshler-Morris House , Independence National Historica l 
Park, Germantown ; Pro fe ss ional Services Contract Number 
CX4000- 5- 00l2 . I a l so include several photographs of 
the De s hler-Mo r ris House e xter ior. 

Please be advis ed that drawings , phot ographs , 
and interp retations are not final ; a comprehensive 
report of our findings will be forwarded the Regional 
Arch aeo logist in the future, within the terms of the 
contra ctual arrangements . Dr . John L . Cotter was not in 
Philadelphia du rin g our original discussions , thus I 
am forward in g you these preliminary fi ndings for your 
disposition. 

Ih accordance with my February 28 proposal 
concerning continued archaeo logical investigations at 
the Ds s hler -Mor~is House , Change Order No . 1, Mar c h 7, 
i975 , was incorporated into Professional Services Con ­
trac t Number CX4000 - 5- 0012 . Examination of that ground 
area beneath the floor of the 1850 and 1856 Sections 
was initiated , prior to restoration activi ties . Floor ­
ing, sub-floo r portland cement , and a portion of 
t wentieth cen t ury concrPt c were removed to facilitate 
inve s tigative efforts , see Figures 4- 6 . Rubble was 
removed and t ha aren in ques tion was investigated . A 
bri ck s t r ucture was exposed (the primary purpose of 
thi s correspondence) , and necessary records obtained, 
see fi gures 1- 7 ; interpretive personnel examined the 
struc ture in t hat stage of archaeological investigation 
as no ted in figu r es 6 and 7 . Continued investigations 
await ed the removal of concrete by the contrac tor , from 
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mr . Hobart Cawood 
may 1, 1975 . 
Pag e 2 

the northwest portion of those s ections under consideration ; 
such investigations were concluded April 18. 

It would appear that that brick structure (support 
platform?) uncovered within the 1850 Section , see figures 
1-3, 4-9 , was not constructed prior to 1850 . Rubble located 
beneath the western and southern portions of the structure 
appeared to be fragmentary portions of the original 1850 
Section, west wall , and perhaps rubble associated with 1909 
construction activities as wellr comparative studies of 
constructional materials and ash recovered during our investi ­
gations have not been completed. In attempting to establish 
relative dates , it must be noted that a lead pipe passes 
beneath this portion of the brick structure, appearing to be 
intrusive. Functional aspects of the structure have not been 
researched to date by this investigator , thus suggest your 
personnel provide an interpretation should such an approach 
be warranted at this time . 

· Those photographs of the Deshler-Morris House 
e xterior, figures ll-1 4 , were provided by the morris family. 
A number of original p hotographs have been donated to the 
project, and will be f o rwarde d to you in the near future. 

If I can be o f furt her assistance, please 
advise. 

DGC:dw 
c c: Or. John .L. Cotter 

Regional Archaeologist 
m=- . :::sc:: ·-
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Sincerely, 

Daniel G. Crozier 
Res earch Associate 
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ADDENDUM NO. 4 

Ana~ysis of Stucco 

Deshler-Morris House 

1750 section - stucco 
No undercoat of stucco 
I part lime 
2 parts aggregate 

1750 section - aggregate - all crushed material 
3 parts quartz (clear) 
I part mica (black to straw mixed) 
Trace common sand (yellow cillica) 
Trace local clay (orange) 

Particle size of crushed aggregate 

2 mm in diameter 
2 mm x .. 04 = . 08 inches diameter 

1772 section stucco - undercoat 
2 parts lime 
3 parts aggregate 
Chopped jute fiber binder 

1772 section - finish coat 
I part lime 
3-2/3 parts aggregate 

1772 section aggregate (same for allcoats ) 
Crushed field stone 
Local stone is mica shist or low grade granite diatomite 

which is available from local crushed stone company 
maximum size 

4 mm diameter 
4 mm x .04 = . 16 inches diameter 

Additional aggregate is hand applied to the wet surface of the stucco 

to imitate the look of granite. This additional aggregate consists of 

crushed mica, crushed quartz, and crushed stone mica shist in equal 

parts. 

Special note: raised lintels on the south elevation are considerably 

lighter in color than all other stucco. Mix this stucco with common sand 
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(yellow silica sand), add no additional aggregate to the surface. 1750 and 

1772 sections stucco - Reproduction materials. 

Adjust color using aggregate only - use no colorants of colored lime 

or cement. 

Calcium Hydroxide - slacked finishing lime 
Crushed Quartz - clear (2 mm) 
Mica - Black to straw color (2 mm) 

1/4 black mica - crushed 
3/4 yellow mica - crushed 

Crushed stone - mica shist or granite diatomite ( 4 mm) 
Common sand - yellow silica sand, washed clean (2 mm). 
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ADDENDUM 5 

REPAIR WORK AT DESHLER-MORRIS HOUSE 

I NDEPENDENCE NATIONAL HISTORIC PARK 

1951 

SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT 

on 

ALTERATION, REPAIR, REMODELING AND REDECORATING 

of 

DESH LER -MORRI S HOUSE 

DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION DIVISION 

Thos. C . Vint 

Chief of Planning and Construction 

Compiled by 

Dick Sutton 

Walter T . Berrett 

May 10, 1951 

210 

I 
el 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

el 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

•• I 
I 



I 
le 
I 
I 
I 
·I 
I 
I 
I 
le 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

•• 
I 
I 

I . Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to supplement the completion report of 

June 30, 1950, on Alteration Repair, Remodeling, and Redecorating of the 

Deshler-Morris House accomplished under Contract l-28np-126. There 

were no funds available for the additional work covered by this report at 

the t ime t he above contract was awarded. 

The photographs forming a part of this report indicate the condition 

of the house after all work was completed and furniture placed. In some 

instances they illustrate the installation of the heating ·work covered by 

this supplemental report. 

The Deshler-Morris House located at 5442 Germantown Avenue, 

Philadelphia, is a fine example of the Pre-Revolutionary town house 

t ypical of the environs of Philadelphia. It was constructed in 1774 by 

David Deshler, a merchant, and the main wing of the house had not been 

changed in any important essential when the National Park Service came 

into possession of it in 1949. It was occupied briefly by President 

Washington in 1793 and again in 1794. Several cabinet meetings are said 

to have been held there. 

The original structure is a handsome, sturdy one of two stories, 

cellar, and attic. It is almost square in plan--36 by 35 feet . In 1839, 

an ell was added to the rear. This addition has undergone many changes 

and further extensions which eventually reached a length of 85 feet. The 

main wing is of stone, at present plastered over, and has a gabled roof, 

traces of whose early wooden shingles were uncovered during repairs. 

The 1839 and subsequent additions are of stone, brick and wood with 

low-pitched shed roofs. While of considerable charm and interest in its 

own right, the ell is incidental to the main house and was so considered 

in the work of rehabilitation . The National Park Service does not 

consider the work done on the structure to be a "restoration" but rather 

a "rehabilitation 11 
• 

The interior furnishings are largely those donated or loaned through 

the generosity of the Morris family augmented by some pieces from the 
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Pennsylvania Museum. The grounds now attached to the house are but a 

portion of the original property. They are interestingly arranged, and it 

is hoped that funds will be made available to do some much needed work 

on them. 

The house was donated to the Department of the Interior by Mr. 

Elliston P. Morris as a memorial to his fater, Marriot C. Morris and his 

aunt, Elizabeth Canby Morris. It has been in the possession of the 

Morris family since 1839. 

II . Heating Systems 

The structure was originally heated with fireplaces which gave way 

in later years to central heat augmented with gas stoves and burners. In 

the main wing of the house a gravity warm air coal burning furnace was 

installed, about 1870. An ingenious system of flues to conduct the hot 

gases of combustion in a brick plenum around the furnace had a fresh air 

intake leading to the areaway adjacent to the building. The facility was 

totally inadequate when considered with present day requirements and 

undoubtedly depended upon supplemental heat from the fireplaces and the 

Franklin stoves placed in many of the fireplace openings. 

A separate hot-water system with a coal-fired furnace had been 

installed in the rear ell about 1920 which heated this portion o~ the 

building and the bathrooms added in warts on the north side and the 

attic of the main wing. 

The furnace located in the West wing of the structure was found to 

be in good condition and adaptable to present day standards. It was 

remodeled by the installation of an oil burner and hot water circulators to 

provide heat to existing radiators and additional radiators installed where 

necessary to heat the rooms. The furnace located in the East or main 

wing was approximately 75 years old, and it was necessary to provide a 

complete new forced hot air system for that section of the house. 
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Contract l-28np-259, for remodeling and replacing the heating 

plants, in the amount of $4, 200 was awarded to the low bidder 1 William J. 

Magee & Sons, Inc., 5832 Chew St., Philadelphia, Pa., on July 3, 1950 1 

and the Notice to Proceed was forwarded to him on the same date . 

The scope of the contract for the installation of the hot- air heating 

system in the East wing of the building can be summarized as follows: 

Removal of the existing brick- set hot-air furnace in its entirety and brick 

up all open ings not required for the new furnace. The tempered air 

furnace which was instal led was a self-contained oil -fired circulating type, 

complete with fan 1 blower, air filter 1 oil burner, oil storage tank of 275 

gallon capacity 1 t hermostat, air controls, wiring, insulation and meta l 

jacket . The heater has a capacity of 150,000 B. T . u.•s per hour at the 

bonnet, with blower delivering not less than 1800 cubic feet per minute . 

Electric curren t was obtained from a spare circuit on the existing panel 

board and wiring was run in rigid galvanized steel conduit. Included in 

this work was the furnishing and inst alling of all duct work, hangers, 

canvas joints, registers, grilles, dampers , cutting , repairing, erection of 

furnace and blower units and all miscellaneous equipment necessary to 

complete the tempered air heating system. This system was tested, 

inspected, and accepted on September 1, 1950. 

The second major portion of work accomplished under the above 

contract was the conversion of the existing hot- water furnpce located in 

the West wing of the basement to a closed 1 forced circulation 1 oil -fired 

furnace to supp ly heat through t he use of radiators. It was necessary to 

connect the radiators which were available on the site and furnish and 

install new cast iron radiators in the caretaker's living room. The new 

closed system equipment included furnishing and installing in the flow and 

return piping at the boiler all necessary parts and equipment to operate 

the system as a closed pressure type with flow control valves and motor 

driven circulators. A 12-inch diameter by 48 inches long welded 

expansion pressure tank was installed at the ceiling nea r the boiler room . 

Two circulating pumps 1 each operated by motor 1 were installed in the 
I 

return line at the front and rear . Thermostats were installed in 

approved locations . The contractor furnished and installed a new 
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breeching constructed of #18 gauge steel extending from the smoke outlet 

of the boiler into 'the stack. This system was tested, inspected, and 

accepted on September 1, 1950. 

Ill. Screening and Weather Stripping 

In order to utilize, in the most economical manner, the advantages of 

the newly installed and revamped heating systems, it was determined that 

proper weather stripping should be installed . Invitation to Bid No . 81 

was awarded to the only bidder, Albert E. Welcher, 6120 North Fifth 

Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, for weather stripping 37 double-hung 

windows, 2 casement windows, and 3 single doors. The 37 double-hung 

windows and the 2 casement windows were equipped with zinc interlocking 

tongue and groove weather stripping. The 3 single doors were equipped 

wit el kerfed-in zinc, interlocking and with narrow brass sills. 

Several months after the above installation, an additional allotment 

was made available to weather strip 3 additional doublehung windows and 

one double door which would provide the maximum protection desired. 

Albert E. Welcher was the contractor on this installation, and the same 

type of weather stripping as previously specified was installed. 

Under the same invitation to b id, Albert E. Welcher furnished 16 

half-length screens on selected double-hung windows on the first and 

second floors, 3 horizontal twin sliding screens for casement windows and 

screen doors for 3 single and 1 double door. 

The screens were made with a 5/16 11 tubular aluminum frame covered 

with 16 mesh aluminum wire c loth. All necessary fittings were furnished 

complete. 

Screen doors were of 1-1/811 white pine, blind mortise and tennon 

joints of a design of ·1 or 2 panels with cross rails to conform with the 

house doors. Doors were painted with 3 coats of oil paint to match 

adjoining woodwork. Doors were wired with 16 mesh aluminum wire cloth 

rolled in and grooved and held in place with a cover moulding. All doors 
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were equipped with 1 1/2 pair of 311 x 3" butts, galvanized , with brass 

pins. Brass mortise locks and japanned coil springs were provided. 

Final inspection and acceptance was made on September 1, 1950. 

GENERAL CONTRACT WORK 

A. Heating Installation 

B. 

Contract Period: From July 6, 1950 to September 8, 1950 
Construction work started: July 17, 1950 
Construction wor k completed : September 1, 1950 
Final construction inspection : September 1, 1950 
Final acceptance: September 1, 1950 
Time completed ahead of contract : 7 days 

Cost of Project: 
Contract price , Jul y 3, 1950 
Change Order No . 1, August 11, 1950 

Screens and Weather Stripping 
Contract Period: From July 1, 1950 
Date construction work started: 
Date construction work completed: 
Final construction inspection : 
Final acceptance : 
Time completed ahead of contract: 

Cost of Project 
Contract price June 30, 1950: 
O.M. Purchase Order 99- 82 dated: 
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$4,200 . 00 
72 .00 

$4,272 . 00 

to August 15, 1950 
July 7 , 1950 

August 15, 1950 
September 1 , 1950 
September 1 , 1950 

none 

$ 650 . 00 
64 . 00 

$ 714.00 



As the nation's principal conservation agency, the Department of the 
Interior has basic responsibilities to protect and conserve our land and 
water, energy and minerals, fish and wildl ife, parks and recreation 
areas; and to ensure the wise use of all these resources. The 
department a lso has major responsibility for American Indian reservation 
communities and for people who live in island territories under U.s. 
administration . 
Publ ication services were provided by the graphics staffs of the 
Denver Service Center . NPS 1869 
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