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Although it often gets overlooked, the French and Indian War, or the War for Empire as it
IS now becoming known, was a very important turning point in United States History. While it
was only a small part of a much larger scale war between Great Britain and France, it would
bring about many changes on the North American continent. The immediate results of the war
included the British acquisition of Canada and an almost immediate end to French presence in
the North American colonies. The war also had the long term effects of establishing British
dominance in the colonies and planting the seeds for the American Revolution.

In the grand scheme of the war, the state of Pennsylvania would prove to be immensely
important. While the war was being intensely debated among the assemblymen in the State
House in Philadelphia, many important military events were taking place across the state. Not
only did the French and Indian War establish places like Fort Duquesne and Fort Necessity as
key historical sites, but it also involved some notable men in Pennsylvania and American history,
such as Edward Braddock, James Abercrombie, and a then little known 21 year old Colonel by
the name of George Washington. The major turning point of the war, and American history for
that matter, was led by a Scottish-born General by the name of John Forbes, whose expedition
across the state in 1758 forced the French to retreat from Fort Duquesne, a feat unsuccessfully
attempted by Braddock three years earlier, and ultimately set the British on a course towards
victory.

Prior to his promotion to brigadier-general in December 1757, John Forbes had worked
his way up through the ranks of the British army after serving for six years in the War of the
Austrian Succession as part of the Scots Greys, a cavalry regiment. Throughout the course of
that war, he was promoted twice, once to captain and then to major and deputy quartermaster.

Forbes is said to have been clever and witty, often applying those qualities to both his battlefield



preparations and his social interactions with fellow staff members. His resourcefulness and
experience were both key factors in establishing him as one of the most reliable officers in the
British army, which earned him the responsibility of leading the expedition against Fort
Duquesne.!

Throughout his campaign, Forbes would encounter many obstacles, but none would
prove more difficult to overcome than the reluctance of the Pennsylvania Assembly to fund his
expedition. The war had been the subject of debate in the State House ever since its beginning,
with some assemblymen showing support for the war, while others, most notably the Quakers,
supported a more pacifist stance, arguing that the colonies should not be used to fight the wars of
the King. Also, the Quakers had a long standing peace with the Indians of the region.?

During Forbes’ campaign, William Denny, who was then Governor of Pennsylvania,
received many letters from both supporters of the Forbes campaign, such as British Secretary of
State William Pitt and General Forbes, himself. While letters from Pitt and Forbes are addressed
to Denny, the Governor, in turn, read many of them aloud to the Provincial Council in order to
gauge their reaction to the requests of the Forbes campaign. These letters, which can be found in
both the writings of Forbes and Minutes of the Provincial Council, tell us a lot about the
campaign, including the many difficulties Forbes encountered in the field, such as relations with
Indians, shortage of troops and supplies, and his own struggle with sickness. In addition, the
letters, and the response of the Provincial Government tell us a great deal about how the

provincial government operated in Philadelphia in the 1750’s.
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The first letter of note was one sent by William Pitt who wrote to Governor Denny on
December 30, 1757 asking for him to request that the Assembly “Dispatch as Large a Body of
Men within your Government as the Number of its Inhabitants may allow, and forming the Same
into Regiments as far as shall be found convenient.”® On March 7, 1758, the letter was read to
the Council, along with another letter from Pitt that the governor had received. Pitt opens the
letter by reflecting upon the disappointment that the Royal army has dealt with in light of recent
failed military initiatives, most notably Braddock’s defeat at Fort Duquesne. The letter is a basic
request for more troops overall, but Pitt specifically highlights the Forbes campaign as crucial for
the success of the British cause. In his plea to the Governor asking for more troops, he requests
that he bring the matter to the Pennsylvania Assembly:

That you do direct them to hold themselves in readiness as early as may be to
march to the Rendezvous at such Place or Places as may be named for that Purpose by
Brigadier General Forbes, appointed to Command his Majesty’s Forces in those Parts, in
order to proceed from thence in Conjunction with a Body of his Majesty’s British Forces,
& under the Supreme Command of Brigadier General Forbes, appointed as above so as
to be in a Situation to begin by the first of May if Possible, or as soon after as shall be any
way practicable...*

The language in Pitt’s letter suggests that the situation is quite dire and an expedient response is
essential for the success of the Forbes Campaign. In order to appeal to the Governor and the
men of the Assembly, he stresses that it is imperative that they comply for the safety of their
“own province.”

Upon receiving Pitt’s letter, Governor Denny read it aloud to a small council and issued a

statement to the council highlighting his response to Pitt’s requests. In this reply, he reiterated

Pitt’s claim that the Forbes campaign not only necessary for the preservation of British power in
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North America, but it was also crucial for the safety of civilians living in the frontiers of the
Province of Pennsylvania, who could have involuntarily been subjected to French rule if action
was not taken. To quote Denny, the Forbes campaign was necessary to “repair our late Losses
and to secure us from the future Designs of [the King’s] enemies.”® Furthermore, Denny urges
the Council to act quickly with regard to carrying out the requests made by Pitt.

As a result of Pitt’s letter, and Denny’s resolution to grant Pitt the support he requests, it
would seem that the Provincial Council, which had been previously hesitant to support the war
effort, was convinced to throw their support behind Forbes. With a single letter, the Council was
forced to realize that if the French prevailed in their war with the British, they would most likely
subject the people of the colonies to French rule. Since Fort Duquesne’s strategic location at the
intersection of two major rivers was an important asset to the French, there would be a number of
benefits to the war effort if the British were able to take it over. The most obvious benefit would
be the psychological boost given to the British soldiers if they were able to finally defeat the
French army. But what gave the Forbes campaign even more importance was the knowledge
that, should he be successful, the British army would be able to establish its own fort, in a very
strategic location, in what was a disputed area.

The next mention of the Forbes campaign in the Minutes of the Provincial Council comes
on March 27, 1758, when two letters from Forbes to Governor Denny were read aloud to the
Council. In his letter, Forbes requests of Governor Denny that “the Officers and Soldiers raised
in Pennsylvania for the Service are Able Bodied good men, capable of enduring fatigue, and that
their Arms be the best that can be found in the Province.”® In these words, it seems Forbes is

stressing to Denny that what he is attempting is no mundane task. Forbes’ letter continues to
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highlight the specific attributes of many Pennsylvanians and how they could be beneficial to his
cause. For example, he highlights Pennsylvania’s frontier inhabitants as possible candidates for
duty as Rangers, due to their extensive knowledge of the lay of the land from their experience as
hunters in the woods.’

Signed March 20, 1758, this one letter serves as an example of Forbes’ attempts to appeal
to specific aspects of the culture of Pennsylvania. In a post script, Forbes informs Denny of a
specific encounter with French forces he has recently been informed of:

P.S. — I have this moment an Express from Fort Edward, acquainting me of One
of your Scouting Parties of 180 Men having been attacked by a Thousand of the Enemy’s
Indians, Canadians, &c** near Ticonderoga, in which we have lost 130 Men; the Party
behaved most Gallantly, but were overpowered by numbers.®

Informing the Governor, who in turn reads the letter aloud to the council, of this incident serves
two strategic purposes for Forbes. Not only does he inform the council of the greater numbers
possessed by the French, but he also brings the war to the Council’s doorstep. By using the
language, “your Scouting Parties,” he is, in a sense, making sure they are aware that there are
Pennsylvanians being attacked and killed by the allies of the French. ° It is almost a perfect
compliment to Pitt’s earlier letter, in which he stressed to the Council that the Forbes campaign
was necessary because of the dangers posed by the French army to the people of the Province.
Forbes’ second letter, read to the Council that same day, detailed a need for carriages and
also asked for the Council to post press warrants throughout Pennsylvania which Forbes hoped
would inspire citizens to volunteer for the expedition.™® In response to these letters, Governor

Denny spoke to the Council, urging cooperation with Forbes’ requests. The talk then shifted,

however, to the quartering of soldiers, which had always been a touchy subject amongst the

" 1bid., 60

® Ibid., 60

° Emphasis mine

1% Forbes, “Letter to Governor Denny: 20 March, 1758,” in Minutes, 60-61



Council. For much of the war, the Council had been divided regarding the quartering of soldiers,
as many felt it unfair to force ordinary citizens to provide hospitality for the British army.*

Despite the reluctance of the Council to grant quarters to the army in the past, Denny and
Forbes both knew that this would be necessary to do as the army gathered in Philadelphia for the
expedition across Pennsylvania. According to the Canadian Dictionary of Biography, Forbes
would go on to spend most of the spring and summer of 1758 in Philadelphia preparing for the
expedition. Unfortunately, while in his preparations, Forbes would suffer many setbacks due to
“difficulties in obtaining colonial troops, supplies, and wagons.”*? Furthermore, letters that
Forbes wrote during this time indicate that he was becoming increasingly frustrated with what he
perceived as incompetence on behalf of Thomas Janvier, the Council’s Provincial Armourer in
regard to providing him with requested supplies.

In a letter dated April 20, 1758, Forbes essentially gives the council a status report,
specifically documenting what he refers to as a “scarcity of arms.” It is a short letter, written at
what he describes as a “Critical Juncture” of his preparations, he makes specific requests,
including “Two Hundred and Eighteen Light Fuses” and “165 Arms.” In response, Governor
Denny, after receiving approval from the Council, directed Janvier to provide Forbes with the
weapons he needed. However, a few days later, another letter from a Forbes revealed a sense of
frustration with the fact that he had not yet received the supplies he requested:

I am extremely sorry that any just request of mine to you...should meet with

obstructions that I neither could nor forsee not suppose; particularly as I had signed a

receipt for the Arms | had demanded, according to your desire and by which receipt of

mine, | certainly showed the Necessity that | was under for such an application, in order
to support His Majesty’s Measures for the general warfare of North America, and for the

immediate protection of this Province in Particular. Such a refusal of what is the
undoubted Right of the King to demand, or the Officer Commanding his Majesty’s

1 Ketcham, 433
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Subjects under Arms in the Province, is what | am astonished at; and as the Service is
pressing, and will admit of no delay, I must beg, Sir, you will send me an answer in
writing, as soon as possible whether you are to deliver the Fuzees demanded or not.*®

In this letter, it is very apparent that while he does his best to be reverent and polite
towards Denny, he is very annoyed and frustrated by the incompetence of the council and Janvier
in providing him the supplies he needed. In response to this plea from Forbes, Denny begins to
emerge as Forbes’ strongest supporter aside from William Pitt. He immediately calls for Janvier
to appear before him and the Council and explain why munitions were not delivered to Forbes.
Janvier defends himself by claiming that he was interfered with and is ordered by Denny to
immediately see to it that the requested munitions are delivered to Forbes before he embarks on
his campaign.**

In addition to his supply problem, Forbes also faced difficulties in planning the route for
his expedition. In his failed attempt to take Fort Duquesne three years earlier, General Braddock
forged his own trail, which was favored by some amongst Forbes’ troops, specifically the
soldiers from Virginia. Forbes, though, believed Braddock’s road to be weak, so weak in fact
that “a withdrawal would have been necessary even after victory.”* Ultimately, Forbes decided
that, in order to facilitate a permanent conquest of Fort Duquesne, he needed to set up a system
of roads and forts that would provide the fort with a practical supply line across the province.

Once his army was finally gathered, Forbes had set off across Pennsylvania on the
expedition that would ultimately lead to the establishment of Pittsburgh. His campaign was not
without its difficulties, though. A major difficulty that would have to be dealt with was the

interference of the Indian population along the way that essentially doomed the Braddock

campaign in 1755. The most notable of these encounters with the Pennsylvania Indian

BForbes, “Letter to Governor Denny: 21 April 1758,” in Minutes, 83
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population was one with the self-proclaimed “King of the Delawares,” Chief Teedyuskung. In
order to achieve success in his campaign, Forbes knew it was essential that the Council do
whatever was necessary in order to appease the Indian population.

To be successful, it was crucial for Forbes to recognize the desires of the Indians in the
area and make sure those desires were attended to and appeased. Had they not have been, it is
likely that the Indians would have formed a formidable alliance with the French. As a result, it
was important for the British to convince the Indian population that if they were victorious, they
would treat the local peoples better than the French would. This made it imperative to listen
closely to the demands of Teedyuskung and the rest of the Delaware tribes. From the letters of
Forbes, it can be derived that he was acutely aware of this, as he strongly suggested that Denny
and the Council acquiesce to Teedyuskung’s demands, which included a promise from the
Provincial Council of Pennsylvania that his people would always remain in control of the
Wyoming Valley in Northeast Pennsylvania.'® In his letter, dated May 3, 1758, Forbes writes:

I really think Teedyuskung’s demands ought to be agreed with, as he has the

Publick Faith for the making of such a settlement, altho’ | would parry off all Convoy of

Troops, as Axmen and Carpenters will answer all his purposes, and | think that he and his

tribes ought to be our Guards for those Back Settlements this summer, as we shall want

all the Troops somewhere else.’
After some deliberation, Denny and the Council agreed with Forbes in that it was
better to respect the wishes of Teedyuskung in order to prevent the Delaware tribes from
interfering with the Forbes Campaign as they had with Braddock’s in 1755. Throughout the

month of October 1758, a conference took place consisting of many meetings between Governor

Denny, members of the Provincial Council and the Delaware Tribes that ultimately led to an

16 Anthony F.C. Wallace, King of the Delawares: Teedyuskung (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press,
1949)
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agreement between Teedyuskung and the Council to abandon the Indian alliance with the French
that became known as the Treaty of Easton.®

In order to negotiate with Teedyuskung, Denny and the Council called upon a missionary
by the name of Christian Frederick Post, who had established peaceful relations with many of the
Delaware Tribes through his missions and had even married one of his converts.”® It was Post
who convinced Teedyuskung of the benefits of a widely attended conference with the Denny and
the Council. The month long conference is documented in the Minutes of the Provincial Council
in the form of a long dialogue between the two parities, in which each attempts to peaceably
understand the wishes of the other.

The leaders of the Indian population attempted to justify their earlier attacks on British
military personnel, stating that it was the British who “first began to do mischief.”%
Furthermore, they expressed hesitation in forming an agreement with the British, as it is widely
felt, and understandably so, that the English had a tendency to not live up to their promises,
especially with regards to land. However, the inclusion of Post in the negotiations eventually
proved beneficial to the Council, as his amicable relationship with Teedyuskung and the
Delawares ultimately led to the decision of the Indian population to abandon their alliance with
the French in exchange for a promise from the British that they would cease to interfere with
Indian affairs in the Wyoming Valley. This agreement would prove to be pivotal in the success
of the Forbes campaign.

Once he had embarked on his campaign, Forbes continued to write to Governor Denny,

updating him, and subsequently the Provincial Council, of the status of his campaign. Ina
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lengthy letter dated September 9, 1758, Forbes goes into great detail to inform the council of the
hardships being endured along the way. He notes a shortage of provisions due to a lack of
carriages. He also goes on to say that he is sending his Quarter Master General back to
Philadelphia to discuss the situation of the army with the council in person.?!

Then, on October 22, Forbes wrote a letter to the Governor containing another detailed
account of the situation of his camp. While it is the one of the last of his letters to the Governor,
it was the first to mention specifically that he was suffering from illness. Biographical writings
on Forbes show him to be sick from the time the expedition began, though none specify exactly
what his ailment is. He states: “My state of health continues precarious, but not so bad as to
occasion any stop to our operations.” At this point in the expedition Forbes was so ill that he
could no longer walk on his own, but rather had to be carried via a sling that was placed in the
middle of and carried by two horses.?

Preparing for a fight, this letter informs Governor Denny of exactly how many troops he
has remaining under his command (under twelve hundred), and he states that he would like to be
sent more, so that he may be better prepared to go up against the French and their Indian allies.
Also, as it is turning to autumn at this point, he requests that the assembly approve the sending
winter supplies. It becomes apparent that, at this point, Forbes has succeeded in building a
strong, fortified supply road across the state, as he makes references to many other forts along
the way to Fort Duquesne. Despite that success, his army’s lack of personnel is a major

hindrance to the maintaining and defending of his trail. As a result, he asks that the assembly

%1 Forbes, “Letter to Governor Denny: 9 September 1758,” in Letters of General John Forbes: Relating to the
Expedition Against Fort Duquesne in 1758, ed. Irene Stewart, (Pittsburgh: Allegheny County Committee, 1927), 39.
Henceforth, “Letters.”
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send 1,200 more troops, and even goes so far as to document exactly where he needs them to be
stationed.?*

As he had done with all of Forbes’ letters, Denny read the letter aloud to the Council and
the Provincial Assembly, followed by a speech in which he expresses doubt that the Forbes
campaign will be successful unless Forbes’ request for more troops is met. While he expresses
doubt of the success of the campaign, he also commends Forbes for his bravery. He stresses how
necessary it is for the Assembly to provide Forbes with the supplies he needs as he may have to
set up camp for the duration of the winter.?* However, less than two weeks later, the Governor
received a final letter from Forbes, with a much more upbeat tone.

While the previous letter indicates that Forbes was clearly preparing for a fight in order to
take over Fort Duquesne, he later found that he would not be required to take his troops into
battle in order to obtain the fort. The winter months served to give Forbes the advantage he
needed. The Indian allies of the French had abandoned them in accordance to their agreement at
Easton. Furthermore, the cold months aided the British in reducing the amount of cover at the
disposal of the French. Due to their weakened condition, Forbes was able to achieve what was
essentially a bloodless victory after the French had made what was essentially their last stand
against the advance of Major James Grant, who later became a British General in the American
Revolution, in which the French had their “last success.”

Because the French had lost many of their Indian allies through the Treaty of Easton and
Forbes’ army was closing in fast, they demolished most of Fort Duquesne and abandoned it.
Forbes documents this himself, in a letter written on November 26, 1758, where he also claims a

new name for the abandoned Fort:
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...the retreat of Grant was the last success of the enemy, they were convinced that
all hopes of saving the Fort were fruitless; they withdrew to the Fort, destroyed most of
the works, and went down the Ohio, in number exceeding five hundred men. On the
twenty fourth the English Flag waved triumphantly over Fort Du Quesne. In the third
year after commencement of hostilities about that fortification, it fell into our hands after
having kindled so fierce a flame in so destructive a war. With the change of masters it
has assumed the name of Fort Pitt, and Pittsburg the property of which is too evident to
require a justification of the change.”

On another letter dated in late November, 1758, Forbes wrote to Denny to inform the
Governor and the Council of his success. He states:

I have the pleasure and Honour of Acquainting you with the Signal Success of his

Majesty’s Troops over all his Enemys on the Ohio, by having obliged them to Burn and

Abandon their Fort, Duquesne, which they effectuated upon the 24™ Instant, And of

which | took Possession with my little army the next Day, - The Enemy having made

their escape down the River, part in boats and part by Land, to their Forts, and

Settlements on the Mississippi being abandoned, or at least not seconded by their Friends,

the Indians, whom we had previously engaged to act a neutral part, And who now seem

all willing and ready to Embrace His Majesty’s Most gracious Protection.?
Also in this letter, Forbes informs the Governor that it will be required that a number of troops
remain stationed at what Forbes now called Fort Pitt in order to protect the area that Forbes had
just claimed from the French.

Forbes returned to Philadelphia and died shortly thereafter due to his worsening illness.?’
Although he died before he was able to see the fruits of his labor, his expedition proved to be of
immense importance to the British cause. Not only did the British now occupy a strategic
position in Western Pennsylvania, but they also had a fortified supply line that stretched across
the state of Pennsylvania. The Forbes’ campaign was important not only for the British cause in

the French and Indian War but it also had a lasting impact in the broader scope of American

history. Forbes’ efforts were crucial in helping the British emerge victorious in the war, and
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essentially forcing French influence out of the colonies. As a result, the British were able to
continue their dominance over the American colonies, which ultimately would lead to the
American War for Independence, which is where the French and Indian War ultimately becomes
as important as it does.

While the French and Indian War was important as part of Great Britain’s ongoing battles
with the French over territories across the globe, it gains its importance for American history in
that it planted the seeds for what would later become the American revolution. Ketcham notes
that the greatest lasting effect the War would have on politics in Pennsylvania was that it unified
factions that had once been against each other against one thing: British Parliament.?®
Essentially, Pennsylvania and the rest of the colonies felt distain towards the British government
as a result of their forcing the war upon the colonies. Pennsylvania in particular was up in arms
over the British demand that the Province provide quarters for soldiers being sent over from
Great Britain for the war, which would certainly impose on the citizens. This issue, along with
others, provided the foundation upon which the North American colonies would eventually

declare their independence from the rule of Great Britain.

2 Ketcham, 437

Appendix: Attached to the end of this document are copies of the various primary sources used to conduct my
research.
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At a Council held at Philadelphia, Tuesday, 7th March, 1758,
PRESENT: ’

The H ! ; i
Gore B ono:xra e WILLIAM DENNY, Esquire, Lieutenant
Benjamin Shoemaker R .

e g obert Strettel
Richard Peters, Benjamin Chev;,

Lynford Lardner Esqui
o Mifin, - Thomas Cadwa.llader, Squires.

The Governor received this morn; <pr
orning by express, Tw t
{lz-mltllg_{Secrgtary of State, Dated at Whity;eh:lll’ the 301:1(1 ]:.!)J:czel;f
y 1197, which were read, considered, and ordered to be entered.

e - “ WaITERALL, 30th December, 1757.

“The King having Judged |
proper that the Farl
shou%d re‘tux.'n to Elllgla,nd, and his Majesty having beenoglgaoszgogg
;?pol;nt Major Gen Abercrombie to Succeed his Lordship as Com-
sa;‘llle ei;-m-Chlef of the prg’s Forces in North America, with the
sar Ma(.)wirs’ and Authorities, I am commanded to signify to you
Mo ,](gs y's Pleasure that you do apply to & correspond with
M rJv ir ( 21 hAbercromby on all Matters relating to the King’s
o ce ’th that you do Obey such orders as you shall receive from-
e }; 0 the same manner as you were directed to do with regard
1o the severa] former Commanders-in-Chief in North America, and
z:,o?,i‘gvlllltlsﬁl:zm ztlm;e Pto time givei Mr. Abercromby all the Assisiance
ower. i

with which thy; King has’ }il;nzlxr:ilaﬁif relative to the Conmand

“And T am particularly to signif u hi j
i L y to signify to you his Majesty’s Ple
tlflalt]_m case l\{ajor Gen" Abercromby, or the Comglanﬁer-in-asﬁliz;
0 Pl}s Majesty’s Forces_, shall at any Time apply to you to lay
an Embargo on all Ships within your Province, you do strictly

comply with the said i
hChf i said request for so long a time as the Commaqder-

“The King having resolved to send a considerable
S.hlgs of War the Ensuing Year to North America, I ansxqtl'lui(z;?: t(:)(f
SIgmfy.to you his Majesty’s Pleasure that you do from time to time
transmit to the Commander-in-Chief of the King’s Ships in North
Anmerica, all intelligence relative to his Department in the same

Danner as you were directed to do by my Letter of the 19th of last -

February to Vice Admiral Holbourn, & it is also the King’s Plea-
sure that you do on any application from the Commander-in-Chief
of the King’s Ships, use all Legal methods to supply him with such
a Number of Sailors and Workmen from your Province as he shall
at any time require for his Majesty’s Service. ‘

I am, Sir, your most Obedient humble Servant,

“W. PITT.”

PROVINCIAL COUNCIL. : 27

s - % WEHITEHBALL, 30th December, 1757. -

ir 2

¢ His Majesty having nothing more at Heart than to repair the
Losses and Disappointments of the Last inactive and unhappy
Campaign, and by the most Vigorous and extensive Efforts to
avert, by the Blessing of God on his Arms, the Dangers im-
pending on North America, and not Doubting but all his faith-
ful & brave Subjects there will chearfully eco-operate with and.
second to the utmost the Large Expence and extraordinary Suc-
cours supplied by this Kingdom for their Preservation and Defence,
And his Majesty Considering that the Several Provinces from Penn-
sylvania, inclusive to the Southward, are well able with Proper En-
couragement to furnish a Body of several Thousand Men to join the
King’s Forces in those parts for some offensive operation against the
Enemy; And his Majesty not judging it expedient to limit the
Zeal and Ardour of any of his Provinces by making a Repartition
of the Forces to be raised by each respectively for this most im-
portant Service, I am commanded to Signify to you the King’s
Pleasure that you do forthwith use your utmost Endeavours and In-
fluence with the Council and Assembly of your Province to induce
them tfo raise with all Possible Dispatch as Large a Body of Men
within your Government as the Number of its Inhabitants may
allow, and forming the Same into Regiments as far as shall be found
convenient; that you do direct them to hold themselves in readiness
as early as may be to march to the Rendezvous at such Place or.
Places as may be named for that Purpose by Brigadier General
Forbes, appointed to Command his Majesty’s Forces in those Parts,
in order to proceed from thence in Conjunction with a Body of his
Majesty’s British Forces, & under the Supreme Command of Briga.
dier Forbes, appointed as above s0 as to be in a Situation to begin
by the first of May if Possible, or as soon after as shall be any way
practicable, such offensive Operations as shall be judged by the said
Commander of his Majesty’s Forces in those Parts most expedient
for aunoying the Enemy, and most efficacions towards removing &
repelling the Dangers that threaten the Frontiers of any of the
Southern Colonies on the Continent of America. And the better
to facilitate this Important Service the Kingis pleased to leave it
to you to issue Commissions to such Gentlemen of your Province
as you shall Judge from their Weight and Credit with the People
and their Zeal for the Public Service may be best disposed and
enabled to quicken and Effectuate the Speedy levying of the Greatest
Number of men. In the Disposition of which Commissioners 1
am perswaded you will have nothing in View but the good of the
King’s Service and 2 due Subordination of the whole when joined
to his Majesty’s Commander. And all officers of the Prov.mcxal
Forces as high as Colonels inclusive are to have Rank according to
their Several respective Commissions in Like manner as is already
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given by his Majesty’s Regulations to the Captains of Provincial

Troops in America.

““The King is further pleased to furnish al] the Men 50 raised as
above with Arms, Amunition, & Tents, as Well as to order provisions

to be issued to the Same by his Majesty’s Commissaries jn the same -

_ Proportion and manner as is done to the rest of the King’s Forees;
and a Sufficient Train of Artillery will also be provided at his
Majesty’s Expence for the Operations of the Campaign. The
" Whole, therefore, that the King expects & requires from the Several
Provinces is the Levying, Cloathing, and Pay of the Men; & on
these Heads also, that no Encouragement may be wanting to the
full Exertion of your Force, the King is further most graciously
Pleased to permit me to acquaint you that Strong Recommendations
will be made to Parliament in their Session next Year to grant a
proper Compensation for such Expences as above, according as the
active Vigor and Strenuous Efforts of the ‘Respective Provinces
‘shall justly appear to merit.

.. “Altho’ several Thousand Stands of Arms will be forthwith sent
om England, to be distributed to the Troops now directed to be
raised in the Southern & Northern Provinces, yet as it is hoped that
the Number of Men levyed in all Parts of America may greatly
exceed the Quantity of Arms that can at Present be supplied from
England, It is his Majesty’s Pleasure that you do with particular
Diligence immediately coliect and put into the best Condition all
 the Serviceable Arms that can be found within your Government, in
order that the Same be employed as far as they will go in this
Exigency.

“Iam further to inform you that similar Orders are sent by this
Conveyance to Maryland, V: irginia, North Carolina & South Carolina.
The Northern Governments are also directed to raise Men in the
Same Manner, to be employed in such Offensive Operations as the
Circumstances & Situation of the Enemy’s Possessions in those
Parts may point out, which it is hoped will Oblige them so to
divide their Attention and Forces as will render the several
Attempts more. easy and Successful,

“It is unnecessary to add any thing to animate your Zeal in the
Execution of his Majesty’s Orders on this Great Occasion, where
the Safety and Preservation of America, and of your own Province in
Particular, are at Stake, and the King doubts not, from your Known
Fidelity and attachments, that you will employ yourself with the
utmost application and Dispatch in this urgent and’ dangerous
Crisis. :

“1 am, Sir, your most Obedient Humble Servant,

“W. PITT.”

The following Message was drawn up and approved, and if the
Assembly was still Sitting, as it was late, the Secretary was ordered
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to Deliver it to-night, if not, to-Morrow Morning, with a Copy o
t?:e Letter last abgve’entered’, from Secretary Pitt, and the Governor
being informed the House was risen, the Message was dated the

- Righth : .

¢ Gentlemen: ] Lettor T reseived from
" «T have ordered to be laid:before you a Letter I receive
his Dﬁa_]ilesvt;y’ s Principle Secretary of State, which contains Matters
of the utmost importance to his Majesty’s Service, the qomlzn(;n
Concern of his Dominions on this Continent, and more particularly
the Security and Protection of this and the Southern Provinces.
The vigorous Efforts determined on by his Majesty thefensuillllg
Campaign to repair our late Losses and to secure us Ifomfr (;_
future Designs of his Enemies, give the most convineing Proofs o
his Royal Care and paternal Regard, and must neceesarily mspu;;e
every Loyal Heart to make the most grateful Returns. 1 caxll)not,
therefore, doubt a ready and chearful Compliance on 'yourb aﬁ 3
with the most reasonable Demands made of this Province by his
Majesty in the Secretary of State’s Letter. On an ociasxon‘ io
interesting, I must in the Warmest Terms press you, Gent emi:g! 0
use Vigor, Unanimity, and Dispatch in your Councils, thai‘;:) Iilfo ing
may be wanting towards the immediate Execution of such fensij_e
Measures as the Commander-in-Chief may judge necessary or1 is
Majesty’s Honour and Interest, in which you may assure yourselves

t Hearty Concurrence.
oy oSk Hoary «WILLIAM DENNY.
¢ March 8th, 1758.” .
The Secretary was ordered to carry down to the House the Indian

ill, wi ' hered to his Amend-
de Bill, with a Message, that the Governorad
I!El:ns, and would not pass’the Bill unless they were all agreed to

by the House.

At a Council held at Philadelphia, Monday the 18th March,

1768.. - . .
' PRESENT :

The Honourable WILLIAM DENNY, Esquire, Lieutenant Gov-

€rnor. ) .
Robert Strettell, Richard P%tirs, } Esquires.
Lynford Lardner, Benjamin oW, otinn
Teedyuscung coming to Town on Saturday with thn;le_ n
Deputies from Diahoga, the Governor s%nt thSe S.ecretg.x% : mx; ;x;(l)l;:
i ith hi iments to them, and by a String o X
ing with his Complimen 0 them, i Wampum he
i their Eyes and Ears, ¢
wiped off the Snow out of il B e by o
ts, & Teedyuscung did the same to e
;I;ﬁzgaSi’ring, and Tv{:lve o’Clock was appointed to receive them and
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At a Council held at Philadelphia, the 27th of March, 1758.
PRESENT:
The Honourable WILLIAM DENNY, Esquire, Lieutenant

Governor.

Robert Strettell,
Richard Peters,
Benjamin Chew,

Joseph Turner,

Lynford Lardner Esqui
Thomas Cad Wa.lad’er, Sres.

A Return of 2 Court for the Trval
a ( 0 yal of Negroes, was mad
IJ\I udgeS,n})y which it appears, that at N ewtown in’Bucks C:uli)ljt:yth:
Miglg gn, named Christmas, was Condemned for Burglary and
. Taydon, in behalf of the Court recommended him to mércy
Inlorming the Governor by Letter, that he was a new Negro, and
could not speak to be understood in his Defence. &t

All the Council were unanimon
L s, that he was a proper Object of
;heaGdovex;‘nors: Mercy, and the Secretary was orde?edpto maJke out
P Ti on for hm_:l, but not to deliver it till the N egroe’s Master en-
gaged to have him transported to some other Country.

A Letter from Captain Christopher Atkins, dated the 24th In-

stant, on Board the Charming Pol] d Slo i
Island, was read in these Wo%ds : 7 semed Sloops, Iying ot Reedy

g ¢ Charming Polly, Arm’d Sloop,
Lying at Reedy Island, Philadelphia River,
“the 24th of March, 1758.

«Sir:

“Agreeable to my directions from Comﬁmdore Dur .
le to e urell, Esqr.
gomn}ander-m-Chlef of his Majesty’s Ships and Vessels in 'No(ith’
n:{enca, Tamto acquaint you of my Arrival in the Above Sloop,
;1hnise;> mty C:uix’lnand, to inforce the Embargo on the Shipping of
ort, at the same time with my Compliment Ki
Officer, and am with all due respect; y ompliments, os & Kiog's
“8ir, Your most Obedient and very Humble Servant,
. ) “CHRISTOPHER ATKINS.
v Pi S.—8ince I wrote this T have met with three or four sail of
essehg in the Bay of Delaware, Qutward bound to different Parts;
one 71 ip_bound to Teneriff, Oae Brig to Antigua, Sturgis, Master,
f;n other Brig to Halifax, and a Schooner to J: amaica, Hugh Wright,
Master, all which Vessels I have brought back with me to Reedy
Island, where I intend to detain them till I hear your Orders.
¢ Must further beg leave to acquaint your Excellency that the
General and Commodore at New York are very strict in inforcing
the Embargo and preventing Vessels from eluding it; they having

sent for two Privateers up, and Several Merchant Vessels who were
Loading at the W atering Place.
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By General Abercrombie’s Directions, Collonel Haldiman has a
Copy of my Orders.”.

And whilst the Letter was reading a Petition was presented to
the Governor in Council by William Fisher, Redmond Canyngham,
John Nesbitt, and Amos Strettell, setting forth the Difficulties they
laboured under in not having their Vessels permitted to proceed on
their Voyages, they having been cleared and sailed before the Em-
bargo was Jaid. With these Petitions came Mr. Thomas Willing,
Samuel Carson, Mr. Williams, and Captain Blair, who, as Well ag
the petitioners, made Application to the Governor for an Order to
Mr. Atkins to suffer their Vessels to proceed on their Voyages, all
having been cleared and sailed before the Embargo.

The Matter being considered, the Council were unanimously of
Opinion that these Vessels could not Legally be stopped, and ad-
vised the Governor to recommend it to Mr. Atkins immediately to
discharge them, that they might proceed to their respective Ports;
and the Governor wrote to the Officer accordingly.

The Governor received Two Letters from General Forbes, the one
dated the twentieth, the other the twenty-third Instant, both which
were read and ordered to be entered :

A Letter from General Forbes to Governor Denny.
“Sir: :

T have the favour of yours of the 17th, and make no manner
of doubt of your doing of every thing-in your Power in forwarding
His Majesty’s Service, and therefore must beg that the Officers
and Soldiers raised in Pennsylvania for the Service are Able Bodied
good Men, capable of enduring fatigue, and that théir Arms be the
best that can be found in the Province; As Carpenters and Axe
Men are absolutely necessary upon Many Occasions, I must recom-
mend the sending as many of those as can be conveniently got into
the Troops.

« And likewise that the Province will raise fifty good Men, well
mounted upon light Serviceable Horses, and every way accoutred
to serve in Conjunction with those to be furnished by the other
Provinces as a Body of Light Horse, from whom I expect very Im-
portant Service. -

« As the Roads from Lancaster to Williams’ Ferry upon the Po-
tomack may want considerable repairs and widening of them for
the Carriages of Cannon, &e*> I have therefore wrote to the Gov-
ernor of Maryland for that Purpose, In order that those roads may
be repaired by the Inhabitants of the 2 Provinces of Pennsylvania
and Maryland, living near those parts.

¢ As I propose Assembling the Regular Troops, and those of
Pennsylvania, at Conegockieque, about the Qch of April; You will
therefore give Orders for all Manner of Diligence to be used in
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raising the Numbers that your Province is to send, who shall be
Payed at the rate of 4 pence P Diem, in lieu of provisions from

the time they begin their Mareh; until that they are furnished with
Provisions from the King’s Stores.

I am informed that the Inhabitants upon the Frontiers of your
Province being much used to hunting in the Woods, would conse-
quently make good Rangers, In which case I am to beg you will
give your direction for the forming some of your properest Men
into Companys of Rangers with good Officers, who are well ac-
quainted with the Country, to Command them.

“If it could possibly be contrived to find some Intelligent

Person who would venture up to the Obio, either as a Merchant or
a Deserter, & would bring us Intelligence what was going on in
those parts, I should certainly reward him handsomely. i’erhaps
such a one might be found in some of your Provincial Companies
up a Fort Loudoun, &e &e

¢ 1 should be obliged to you if you will give orders to send me
some Account of what provincial Troops you have now on Foot
and where they are for the present, as likewise what Numbers (il;

%}le whole) your Province is to raise for the Service of the present
ear.

¢ Imust beg the favour that you will Order your Secretary to send

the Inclosed Packett by an Express to Virginia, And I shall have

the Honour to be with great regard, Sir,
¢ Your Most Obedient & most humble Servant,
“J0O. FFORDBES.
“New York, March 20th, 1758.
“P. S,—T have this moment an Express from Fort Edward,
acquainting me of One of your Scouting Partics of 180 Mea having
been attacked by a Thousand of the Enemy’s Indians, Canadians,

&c* near Tionderoga, in which we have lost 130 Men; the Party
behaved most Gallantly, but were overpowered by Numbers.”

Another Letter from General Forbes to Governor Denny.
“8ir:
¢ As there will be a Number of Waggons and Carriages wanted

in the Province of Pennsylvania, and as the Inhabitants may be
backward in furnishing of them, altho’ to be payed for them with

‘ready Money, I therefore take this Opportunity of letting you know

that Press Warrants will be necessary all over the Province, In
order that if you are not vested with the Power to grant such War-
rants, that you will apply to the Assembly to grant theirs, and fix
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prices upon the Different Carriages and Horses. I have the
Honour to be, Sir, :
“ Your most Obedient and most humble Servant,
“JO. FFORBES.
“New York, March 23d.”

The Council taking the within Letters into Consideration, it was
agreed that Exztracts of the said Letters should be sent to the House, _
and a Message to the Assembly was drawn at the Table, and agreed
to, and the Secretary ordered to deliver it with the Extracts.

The Secretary was directed to make a fair Copy of the Indian

Minutes of the Twenty-Fifth, and carry them to the House, with

the following Message, But Mr. Peters acquainting the Governor
that a Quorum of the - House had not met, the Messages were
ordered to be dated on the Twenty-Eighth, and entered :

A Message from the Governor to the Assembly.

¢ Gentlemen :

T have ordered the Secretary to lay before you Extracts of
Letters I lately received from Brigadier Gieneral Forbes, containing
Demands of several important Matters to be done by this Province
for the facilitating and forwarding the Expedition to the Westward,
and earnestly recommend it to you to take the same into your Con-
sideration, and make Speedy Provision for this necessary Service.
The Mayor has acquainted me that Quarters are demanded for One
Thousand and Seventy-two Men, including Forty Officers, of which
Two Hundred and Twelve are already in Town, and the rest expected
in a Day or two. . As the Publick Houses in the City and Suburbs
cannot at most contain more than Six Hundred, I desire you would
be pleased to give Directions that the Barracks be forthwith made
ready, and furnished with such necessaries as are required in
Quarters, and particularly that a proper quantity of Straw and
Wood be ready against the Arrival of the other Troops.

«“Some time ago I desired one of your Members to acquaint the
House that the Act for Quartering of Soldiers would expire at the
end of this Sessions, that it Might be renewed, and I now remind
you that this is the Case with respect to the Act for regulating Car-
riages to be employed in his Majesty’s Service. A Number of
Waggons will be wanted for the expedition, which will make it
necessary for you to fix the Prices of Carriages and Horses, without
confining the Hire, as in the late Act, to the inhabited Parts of the
Province, or limiting it to a Day or any certain Time.

Many of the Arms given to the provincials being very bad and
unfit for use, I propose to Supply them out of the Publick Magazine
in this City, and desire you would make provision for the Expence

t will attend the Carriage of them.
that will atten 8 «WILLIAM DENNY.
¢ March 28, 1758.”
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plary Zesl and Dispatch furnishing their respective Contingencies,
and returned to their Several Homes, while your part, to the un-
speakable Detriment of the General Service, remains yet undeter-
mined and unsettled. It is true, you have not been wanting in
Professions of Loyalty, Duty, and Zeal; and if these could pass
for real Merit, you have suffered none to excel you. But actions
speak louder than words; and how far your Actions and Profes-
sions have corresponded, need hardly be shewn.

“Three Months of your sitting were expired before I received
any Money Bill from you, and the first you sent me was so framed
that you knew I could not passit, being only calculated to keep up
Disputes, altho’ the Season was too far advanced to admit of that
Delay, and the Operations of the Campaign in these. parts ina
great Measure suspended on our Account.

¢ My principal Objections to that Bill, as appears from my Mes-
sages of the Third and Seventh Instant, were two. The first re-
lated to the unjust Method proposed for taxing the Proprietary
Estate ; and the Second to the Appointment of the Provineial Com-
missioners from among the Members of your own House, account-
able only to yourselves a Practice liable to so many glaring Exeep-
tions, that it must require an extraordirary Degree of Hardiness
even to propose it.

¢ The Former of these points you have given up in the present

" Bill, which I received the Twentieth Instant, having totally ex-
empted the Proprietary Estate, and chusing rather to deprive your
Constituents entirely of the Benefit that would arise from an equal
Taxzation of that Estate, than not Subject it intirely to your own
Merey in the Mode you propose.

“ As to the Latter point, although I refused your Bill yesterday
on that Score, yet you adhere to it, and seem determined to see the
Provinee brought to the utmost Destruetion, and all the Measures
concerted by our gracious Sovereign, for our Relief, defeated, rather
than the Fingering the Publick Money should not be in a few lead-
ing Men of your House, who, in various Instances have abused
their former Trust, disregarded me and acted in open contempt of

Law.

“These are hard Charges, Gentlemen, but I have made them
publickly, and if these Men regarded their own Characters, orif
you had that regard which might have been expected for the Honour
of your House, you would either have Obliged them to exhibit their
‘Accounts, when required, or you would have left them out of the
.present Bill, and inserted some other unexceptionable Men in their

" Stead ; But all this you have still declined to do, and what renders
the matter still more Suspicious, is your inserting & Clause in the
-Bill, notwithstanding my repeated Protestations and Objections to
the Contrary, Intimating, that they bave, with my Consent, already
expended the Sum of One Hundred Thousand Pounds. .

Genera) Forbes

first Majestrate

prg}f;eetion of this Pro
18 the undoubted Right i
 manding 1y o g 1t of the King to demand, or the Officer Com-

what T am astonished
admit of no delay, I must beg

a H eeessity of
Name to a'f; ilemma ; T oY 0
y, ard preillsil;:(i; Sllielter these Men um’ier Iz;sigizb}enbe my
yself and the Publick from callincotheA sste T

P -] m fo g

BIea«SLl €8 cone £ d fOI 70“[
Stlll’ the Dumelous Bod9 Of ndlans CcOome tO our
ere

‘ present Campaign to be gg 3

Sontie Co y sty 25 regards the Parts tZ;: ,

: Ow fatal thag might prove tg

€ar to us, is bug top ghys  cepone ik

. obviny and 8 ch ought to be go

:3: ad Notgh o The €Xpence of ‘the Mother Coup..
8reat to be continueq 3 and if the .

regleeted, v, ich 5 .- res ity 3
late, » W6 may wish in “vajp 4, recal T Qpportumt_y " '

“ Wherefore, u der t} .
For his Masoor . nder these:Considerati, ] :
d is Ia_lJest-_y s Service, T go agree to plizss’sm;iutx? ]silzﬁ“;:?t' Izeg:;rd
attend : it, az ady 1
you for that purpose in the Councﬂ’ (?Egmsblguage reagy t(;
. y at any Time
“33:{;. thBuig, I must do it with 5 Solem here may be 1o further
Teut, that 1 sy g 20 7 Conscionc, ana o'
Pounds js Exp, en‘é &‘o’ed.}o say that the formey Hunldrxl'ed Th
seurity of the Bj)] eangl;};’ ny ‘ons'ent; not to mention ﬂ?gs?ﬁd
for thy sake ¢ Dis;Jatch. ner materia] Objections, which I waved.»
“« April 92 d, 1758, “WILLIANM DENNTY.
The Governor laid before the Q

1 ouncil i Brigadi,
, Which wag reaq in thesel wﬁrg;e t fer from Brigadicr

. ({4
“Sirs PHILADELPHIA, Apri] 21st, 1758.

“I am extreme]
Y sorry that any just ine to
> should meet with {)gstsmziqu%t i 7 to 2 could.

forsee nor g . . ions that I pe;j
AAl.'ms T ggic;s:de g)artlcularly as I had neither eould.

ceipt of mine, T certy

) signed a receipt f;
2 ccording to your desipe 5 and by fvhiglf; ﬁ'ltl:e

inly showed the Necessity that T Wwas under

) n, in rt i j |
for gonoy oo order to Support His Majesty’s Measures. ‘

re of North Ameriea, and for th

vince in Particular, S asal of ot

uch a refusal of what
s Subjects under Arms in the Province, ig
7

ervice s IIE'S‘E ]g1 ill
y 1'5”” y()u Wl” Sel[d me an a]lswe]' 1D.




84 MINUTES OF THE

writing, as soon as possible, whether you are to deliver to my
orders the Fuzees demanded, or not.
T have the Honour to be, with the greatest regard,
« Sir, Your most obedient and most hum. Servant,

« JO. FORBES.”

Thomas Janvier was immediately sent for, and declared that Mr.
Hughes, Mr. Galloway, Mr. Baynton, and Mr. Masters, forbid him
to deliver the two hundred and Eighteen Fuzees on the Governor's
Order and the receipt Indorsed. He was ordered preremptorily to
(}lleliver the Fuzees directly, and the Governor would indemnify

im.

was delivered in Council and read in these Words :
4 May it Please Your Honour: ’

«Qir: I received a Letter from Robert Strettell, Esquire, ad-

vising that when Teedyuscung was Informed of the Murders lately.
committed he engaged to send a Party of his Young Men to Join a
Party of Captain Ornd’s Soldiers to range on the Frontiers, and, if
possible, to take some of them or Retake some of our People the
Enemy had carried off; Desiring I would hurry Teedyuscung’s Party
to Fort Allen, I went to him and reminded him of his promise, and
desired he would send his Young Men to the Fort as quick as pos-
sible, which he promised he would do, but that he must first keep
2 Council with his People to make out who to send. He spoke
something of the Last Messengers that came down, and scemed dis-
satisfied with them, in particular Daniel, the last that Came. ‘I
don’t know (says he) what this is; they say they bring good News;
all is well and at Peace; and now I hear they kill Winte People.
T dow’t know how this is” Tuesday morning Last he came to my
House with a Company of Indians, having several Belts and Strings
of Wampum, which he spread on 2 Table and began to deliver his
Message, and he appointed Five Indians to go to the Allegheny,
Viz» Hans Jacob, his own son, who he made Captain, Amos, an-
other of his Sons, Christian, Isaac, and John.

« He them took some Strings of Wampum in his hand and spoke
in the Iudian Language, which Augustus Interpreted :

«£This String of Wampum I now send with my Son to Allegheny.
1 want to know what is to be done, and what you are doing? .

«¢Now, you Three Nations at Allegheny, Delawares, Shawanes, '

and Qusnaweesawes, and you, Kastaruga, the Captain, you know
all the News at Allegheny, and how matters stand there. Two
tmes T received good news from you that all was well and in good
Peace, but now lately I hear that certam Indians have-killed many

The following Letter from Mr. Horsfield, by Mr. Spangenberg,

e ——g ¢4 T g

[ SS——
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white P i ’ e
g cimaffftlfé :e:(lll,]?h I can’t see through. I want to know how this

“ He then tock a Belt,

“Saying, ¢ Now, this, my Son, the Captai
; ) aptain, shall go and tell all
;ﬁen(}aptams at Allegheny, that they shall sit down a%d be still, and
5 al Inof. do any mischief, nor murder any of the English or White
_feop e, for here amongst the English are many Indians Living, and
:lmyou ::re n?t still you will break the Peace and do much Mischief
No(t’-i[::%:’ us; you must hear the words he brings and take good»
“ He then took the second Belt.

- “¢Give Ear you three Nations and take notice ; I have heard good

Belv:s from you, which you sent, that we should take hold of the

f;.ﬁ at both ends and keep it fast; we have taken hold and held it
st, you say we must take hold in the Middle, and the English

:::«xistt ]::ak]g h(;!d in the Middle with me and hold fast; we did s;), I

Jood I'?ew:.g ish _w1th.me, and we held fast and was glad for it was
¢ He then took the third Belt.

“<This Belt I send to Allegheny to the three Nations. X
I‘_‘nends all of you I tell you, _gou 3@ymust; move further off; if y(j):l{
live near the French, go away, live further off, and then I will reach
out my hand to you to come down. By this Belt I further tell you
youshall not let the ¥rench know what words I sent, they shall not
hear or know what Words I sent; you must keep it Private and come
away and stop their Ears and Eyes that they neither Hear nor see
nor know what we are doing or what passes amongst us;’ he then
desired they might be supplied with some necessaries, which was

* done; I wrote to Captain Orndt desiring him to let them have some

Powder, 'Lead', and Provisions. One of them having a very poor
Shirt on Teedyuscung took his own new one from off his Back and
gave it him, he also gave each of his Sons a Dollar and sent them
away in high Spirits.

‘T do assure your Honour I never was so much convinced of
Teedyuscung’s Zeal for the English Interest before; he charged me
to write to the Governor and let him know what he had done; be
sends his Compliments to your Honour, to your Council, and to the
Gentlemen Commissioners, and says be will do all in his Power to

* keep the Peace. There is a ramour bro’t by an Indian, Two or 3

Days past from Fort Allen, who says an Indian came out of the
‘Woods and reported the 30 French Men was coming down to Mur-

_der; but as Cap* Orndt takes no notice of it in his Lelter to me

Dated Yesterday, I imagine it is groundless.
o “J am your Honour’s most Humble Serv*
«TIMOTHY HORSFIELD.
4 Bethlehem, April 19th, 1758.” ‘

. e
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. or ! .-
received from the Proprietaries; and their Agents, with regard to
their Lands.

¢ Signed by order of the House.

« THOMAS LEECH, Speaker.
“May 3d, 1758.”

The Governor received the following Letter from General Forbes:
“Sir: ' .
“TFinding that the Storeship with the Tents, Arms, &e* has not
arrived from England with the Transports, 1 applied to General
Abercrombie, to knew how I was to proceed with regard to Camp
Necessaries, and his answeris : - ’

«¢With regard to Camp necessaries for the Provincials, they
wrust be furnish’d by:the different Provinces; those to the North-
ward have agreed to it, and their Troops are to come provided with
them at their Expence.” I must therefore begleave to Know the
Resolution of the Province upon this Subject directly.

¢ Upon your Application, I promised to send an Hundred of the
Royal Americans up towards Reading, but as these Companies-are’
very Sickly, coming from Carolina, and very much want some Days
of Rest and Refreshment, I must, therefore, beg yon will excuse
me from my Promise, and in their Room yon may send some of
‘the new raised Provincials, which will answer every purpose fully
as well. }

¢« T should be glad to know your Opinion of the Party of Chero-
kees at Carlisle, whether they should be allowed to proceed, or
turned another Way. I should likewise want to know how far the
Proviree thinks themselves Obliged to take Care of thosc Indians
by Presents, Cloathing, &e*

“I beg, Sir, that the Orders about the I_‘ight_ Horse may be given
as soon as possible; And that you will likewise be so good as to
order the Horses to be placed, for the Conveying Intelligence thro
vour Counties, according to the plan given to you by the Quarter-
master General. )

«1 really think Teedyuscung’s Demands ought to be agreed with,
as he has the Publick Faith for the making such a Settlemcint,
altbo’ I would parry off all Convoy of Troops, as Axmen and Car-
penters will Answer all his purposes, and 1 think that he and h}s-
Tribes ought to be our Guards for those Back Settlements: this
Summer, as we shall want all the Troops somewhere else.

“J am, Sir, with great Regard, Your Most Obedient & most -

Hum. Serv™ «JOHN FORBES.

« Philadclphia, May 34, 1758.”
The Secretary was directed to carry the Above Letter from
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General Forbes to the House, together with a Letter from Captain

‘&iill‘iiam Thompson to Colonel Armstrong, and a Message in these
fords : ,

¢ Gentlemen:
“I lay before you a Letter I have just now received from Greneral

Forbes, on which I desire to know your Resolutions before you rise,

that I may be enabled to give hima proper Answer.

“ Teedyuscung.has renewed his Request to have the Houses
finished at Wyoming, for which this Government stands engaged.

I propose sending the same Gentlemen that were appointed last
Year, and shall recommend it to the Commissioners to defray the

Expences that will attend the Execution of this Commission.
“WILLIAM DEXNNY.
© «May 3d, 1758.” ’

A Letter to Colonel Armstrony from Captain William Thompson.
“York Town, 26th April, 1758,

4Sir : ,
“T'he Cherokees and Catawbas that left Fort Loudoun to go to

War, Marched in Company ’till they crossed Juniata, at which
Place some Misunderstanding that Happened amongst them occa-

sioned the Four Catawbas to return to the Fort ; But the Cherokees’

proceeded towards Fort Du Quisini, by the Franks Town Road.

*““ 'They proposed, being out twelve or Fourteen Days, and. said
if their Brothers of Pennsylvania had any Inclination to hold a
Treaty with them, they were sure a Present would be sent them by
the Time they return’d.

“ As I have not as yet received any Orders concerning them, nor
do I know if the People in this Province will incline to treat with
them, I can’t determine what is best for me to do, as it is at my
own risque I have furnished them with Provisions and what Drink
was Necessary for them sinece they came into this Province. And
I bave reason to Doubt the Accounts will not be Answered, as T
have not been paid for a Horse and a Riffle Gun, which I gave to
the Cherokees last Year by Colonel Stanwix’s and Your Orders.

“I will set off for Fort Loudoun to-morrow, and will be glad to
know, as soon as possible, what his Honour the Governor and the
Assembly intends to do with them.

“T am, Sir, Your most Obedi* hum®* Servant,

“W* THOMPSON.”

7
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¢ You told us, that jou could not sleep sound ‘whilst your Pri-
soners were detained from you, nor could you have any eonfidence.
in the Friendship of those who did detain them. . We of these three
Nations prouwisg, that we will use our best Endeavours to make you
easy; When return, we will enquire of every Town for the
Prisoners ; We will call our Councils, and lay what yqu have said
before them, and make diligent Enquiry for them through all our
"Towns, and all that we can find you shall sce. - ‘

¢ If any of them are gone down our Throats, we will heave them'
up again.” : - ; .

A String of Seven Rows.

At a Conference with the Indians on the 16th of October, 1758.

PRESENT : _
The Governors and the Gentlemen of their Councils, &= _'
The Minutes of the preceding Conferences were read ‘dnd ap-

proved. v .
Those of Yesterday’s private Conference were read, at the par-,
ticular Desire of the Chiefs of the Eight Nations, and interpreted -

to Teedyuscung and the Delawares in the Delaware Language by .

Mr. Stephen Calvin.

The Governors then spoke separately, Governor Denny beginning
as follows : Ce o

« Brethren, the Mohocks, Onondagoes, Senecas, Oneidoes, Ca-
yugas, Tuscaroras, Nanticokes, and Tuteloes : » ’

«Tn a Conference held with you yesterday,
know your Nephew, Teedyuscung, 0 y
and Chicf of Ten Nations, and that this was his constant Discourse.’
By this Belt, therefore, you denied him to be so great a Man, and
desired to know of me who made him so,

you told me, that we

over you. ‘ A

¢ Prethren : ‘

«] will answer you truly, and tell y
know of the Matter. I have already informed you that after the.
Delawares had Struck us, you, our good Friends, the '_United Na-
tions, advised them to sit still and do us no more mischief; and that'
soon after this we invited t
Fire kindled at this Place.

4« We received an Answer to our Message from Teedyuscung a8

a Chief among the Delawares.

that he acted as a Chief Man for

United Nations were included;

the Delawares, but only as a Messenger for the United Nations, who>

gives out that he is a great Man,

or gave him Authority

ou in a few- Words all thatj I

he Delawares to meét us at a Council__\

At the ‘T'ime appointed he came
and told us that he represented Ten Nations, amongst which - the*.
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were:his Uncles and Superiors, to whom he would fai
;Were:his Uncles , : aithfully carr;
- €very thing that should b tra - 2t they mighs
‘_flo 2 theyem Croee e transacted between_ us that they might
»i “We believe what your Nephew told us, 2ndyther

. ' 1 2ndy therefore; mad
.him a Counsellor and Agent for us, and desired l,xim to plrl%li]:l; tg
Aall Nations of Indians what we did at our Council Fires, and to let
:them know we were sincerely disposed to be at peace with them.

¢ Brethren :

‘:1 I can only speak for myself, and do assure you that I never
made Teedyuscung this great Man, nor ever pretended to give him
- a.}xlay Authority over you ;ondl must do him Justice to declare to you
"é}iﬁt;at’ l:11111)'_,-:fqrme11; publick Treaties Teedyuscung never assumed
.any such ‘Power; but. on many Occasions when he spoke of y
called you his Uncles and Superiors. pORE o oR
“T never shall attempt to nominate_or im i
. : € t _ pose a Chief on an
Indian Tribe or Nation, but on all Occasions will pay due regard tZ
‘those who are chosen by their Countrymen. N
. -¢Tf any others haye made Teed
L. . v Teedyuscung so great a Man as-t

.., set himself ‘above you I am sorry for it. It is n%ore than I knsowo

. and they who have done it must answer for themselves. ’
 Ishould be greatly concerned that any uneasiness should arise
~among you, and hope you will guard against it, and preserve that
- Harmony which ought to subsist between Friends and Relations.
¢ Brethren :
i+ % By this Belt and String you promised me to maké Diligent
Search in your Towns for our Flesh and Blood who are Prisoners
among you and return them to us. )
¢ Brethren: - ’
% We have always found you honest and punctual in the per-
formance of your Promises. Your Words, therefore, give me great
Comfort and fill all our Hearts with Pleasure. °
“#¢We rely upon you that no Time may be lost in fulfilling
* Engagement on which our Peace and Quiet so greatly depend.”
A Belt and String. ‘
. The Governor Bernard spoke:
¢ Brethren of all the Confederated Nations:
:: % Ag you proposed your Question concerning Teedyuscung sepa-
rately I think it proper to give you a separate Answer thereto, ¥

+ X know not who made Teedyuscung so great a AMan, nor do I
~know: that he is any greater than a Chief of the Delaware Indians
settled at: Wioming. The Title of King could not be given him by
-any English Governor, for we know very well that there 1s no such
Pc:e‘__r:sggiampn_gilndlans as what we call 2 King; And if we ecall him
0, Wwe.mean no more than a Sachem or Chief. I observe in his

'yoL. vIiL.—13.
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Treaties, which he has held with the Governors of Pennsylvania
(which I have perused since our last meeting), he says he was a
Woman till you made him 2 Man by putting a Tomabawk in his
hand, and through all those Treaties, especially at the last held in
this Town, he ealls you his Uncles, and professes that he is de-
pendent on you, and I know not that any thing _has since happened
to alter his Relation to you. I therefore consider him to be still

your Nepherw.

¢ Brethren :

¢1 heartily thank you for your kind Promises to return the
Captives which have been taken from us. I hope you will not only
do so, but will also engage such of your Allies and Nephews who
have taken Captives from wus to do the same. That you may be
mindful of this, I give you this Belt.”

A Belt.

After the Governors had done speaking, and their Answers were
interpretted in the Six Nation and Delaware Languages, the Indian
Chiefs were asked if they had any thing more to say, upon which
Tagashata arose and made a Speech to bis Couzins, the Delawares
and Minisink Indians, directing his discourse to Teedyuscung :

“ Nephews : o

%You may remember all that passed at this Council Fire. The
Governors who sit there have put you in mind of what was agreed
upon last, year. You both promised to return the Prisoners. We,
your Unecles, put you in mind of ‘this Promise, and desire you will
perform it. ~ You have promised it, and you must perform it. We
your Uncles have promised to return all the English PTnsoners
among us, and therefore we expect thut you our Cousins and Nephews
will do the same. As soon as you come home we desire that youm
will search carefully into your Towns for all the Prisoners among
you that have been taken out of every Province, and cause them to
be delivered up to your Brethren. You know that this is an Article
of the Peace that was made between you and your Brethren, in
Confirmation of which you received a large Belt; of which Belt we

desire you will give an Account, and let us know what is become of -

it, and how far you have proceeded in it.”

A Belt. o

After this was interpretted in the Delaware Language it was ob-
served that there was no Minisink Indians Present. The Governors
desired Mr. Read and Mr. Deters would procure a Meeting of the
Chiefs of the united Nations with the Delawares and Minisinks,
and cause the specch of Tagashata to be interpretted to the Mini-
sinks in the presence of their Uncles.

Robert White, the Nanticoke Chief, arose and said, he was going
to speak in the Behalf of Seven Nations, and, directing his D{scoursc

f—

g
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to the Governors, he delivered himself in the English Language as
follows : ’ ' M

“ Brethren;

“It is now more then two Years past since we heard of our
Cousins, the Delawares, taking up the Hatchet against the English.
At the first Sir William Johnson sent a Message to the Head
Nations, and when they received it, they sent one to us at Otsa-
ningo, telling us, that as we lived close by our Cousins, they
desired we would invite them to meet at our Town, and accordingly
wo invited them, and they came to a great meeting at our Town of

'Otsaningo. We then gave our Cousins a Belt of a Fathom long,
. 2nd Twenty-five Rows in Breadth, and desired them to lay down
the Hatchet that they had taken up against the English, and to be
easy with them, and if they would follow this Advice, we told them
that they would Live in Peace until their Heads were white with
Age, otherwise it might not be so with them. ’

- ¢ Not hearing from our Cousins for some time, What they did in
Consequence of this Belt, we sent them two other belts, one of
Sixteen, and the other of twelve Rows, desiring them once more to
be easy with their Brethren, the English, and not to strike them
any more, but still we heard nothing from .them. Tndeed some
time afterwards we understood the Delawares should say that the

" Indians at Otsaningo had grey Eyes, and were like the English,
and should be served as Englishmen; and we thought we should
have the Hatchet struck into our Heads. We now wanfgto know
what is become of these Belts; may be they may be under Ground,
or they have swallowed them down their Throats.

“Brethren :
“ As our Cousins have been loath to give any Answer to these

Belts, we now desire they may let us know, in a Publick Con-
ference, what they have done with them.”

A String.

October 17th, 1758.

The Indians were in Council all Day, and acquainted the Gover-
nors that they could not be ready to'meet before morning.

At a Conference held at Easton on the 18th of Qctober, 1758.
PRESENT :

The Governors, Council, Gentlemen, and Indians, with the Tater~
preters as before.

Mr. Redd and Mr. Peters acquainted the Governors, that at a
meeting of the Chiefs of the Older and Younger Nations with the
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several Tribes of the Delaware and Minisink Indizns on Monday
Night, the Speech of Tagashata, delivered that morning in the Pub-
lick Conference, respecting the giving up the Prisoners, was inter-
preted in the Delaware Language by Stephen Calvin, and another
Belt, on the part of the Governor, being joined to Tagashata’s Belt,
they were both delivered to the Delaware and Minisink Chiefs, to
enforce the Matter. VW hen this was done, Tagashata spoke to the
Minisink Chief, Egohohowen, saying, ¢ we were told by you that
you had delivered up the English Prisoners, and we believed you.
But our Brethren have told us that they were not delivered up, and
therefore we earnestly desire that they may be made easy on this

Article. You know, Cousins, that their Hearts will always be in -

Grief till they sce again their Flesh and Blood. It is natural that
they should be so. It would be so with us if it was our case. We
desire you will be extremely carefull to perform this matter fully
and soon. Let there be perfect Peace over all the English Country,
And now let it be published, that we may all live in Peace, and with
Satisfaction, now and for ever. I told you, Egohohowen, when
you was in my Town, to bring with ou the English Prisoners, and
that our Drethrea would expect it. I wish you had done it.
But, however, do it now with all speed, and it will be well.”

Egohohowen answered, it is true I was at my Uncle’s Fire, and
T belicve he desired me to bring the Prisoners down, but I suppose
it was not interpreted to me, for 1 did not upderstand it clearly, but

I now ugderstand it.” o

The Minisink and Delaware Indians were desired to collect 21l
their Warriors together, and give them these Belts, and receive
from them their answer, it being necessary they should concur
heartily in whatever should be coneluded.

Nichas, the Mohock Chief, acquainted the Governors, that, as
Coungellors, they had finished, having nothing to propose at this
present meeting. The Warriors were to speak now, aad Thomas
King was appointed to deliver their Words, who thereupon arose,
and began with an
Affairs, Governors and their Couneils, and Indian Chiefs and their

‘ouncils, as to Warriors of all Nations, White People and .Indi:ms,
desiring all present to attend carefully to what was gom to be
related as matters of great Consequence, which would serve to
regulate the Conduct of English and Indians to each other. He
added, that the Reason going to be made had taken a great deal of
Trouble to put it into order, and it was made on Information given
by the Several Todians now present, who were acquainted with the
Tacts. ¢ Brethren, we, the Warriors, have waited some time, in
Hopes cur Counsellors would have taken this matter in hand; but
as they have not doue it, we have,
they have approved of every Thing. I say,t

Five Younger Nations, as well as the three Older Nations have

Exhortation, as well to all concerned in Publick |

at their desire, undertaken it, and_
he Counsellors of the’
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aNp(ﬂli'ggec:h ::‘ t;hg; ethia] .‘VVarriorsi are going to relate; and take
A ech 1s not only the speech of all Varri
ot s fhat the t only P of all the Warriors
ot Mipisink:, d younger Nations, but of our Cousing, the Delawares
This was interpreted in the Delaware Language, and Thomas

King then proceeded, directi i
K % e 1? voy e, Cl;gctg]ll%; t}Tls Speech to the Governors and all

¢ Brethren :

<

“ You have been inquisitive to k i
1 ¢ o know the cause of this War, you
b :ee &fifszz e:fql:azede;?tlgfnge :;s,ob}ut perllliaps you d(ild not find ou’t{(l)le
wrong, and think tkat you were s:rl::;:k weiatll:ltgu:l; camay N
: use
(;111)1(; I:atwn :Vamo%:r,_ ‘aud by our Cousins; But if you Locl))lz ZOlili(:ti)(f
aoou 3}0 1:,‘rygu éhl find that you gave the first Offence; For in
Bout Cpapinnd Foaesome of he Shewanese pasing chrongh
put in Prison; The English knew :h orers st o A and
that they used to do it gever Ye ; ejciwel‘e §or by had o
swaded them in a Friendly wz,y i(:fg),tggir ‘)-,I?)tl’x ey o e
] ! Houses, they were taken
:1&1; 3:)11(11’ 5)1;: Ii?st(;; ignic;llzi, 3:1;1 tol?e who was an Head yMan of that
raised ill will in the minds of? ‘tlfc:s Slxlv:;i;ees_w;erzlnydused; Thie e
! ] t as the
::Ja:;zeca(; é:;tll; ;zg;lel‘; t:dﬁstgaﬁ?ened tg sittle on the Ohio, the gl:i?villf
. I hem, and they made an artful use of i
:::Oii]:zgl agaigst the English and gave them the Hatchet. Igeirllt;
oleed l;m e;enge they accepted it, and likewise spoke to their
prand ers, the De_a]awares, saying, ¢ Grandfathers, are not your
Chiefss?ore “z;t:.li)ur being }1§ed SO.IH, and at the Loss of one of our
poaeks? ill not you join us in Revenging his Death?” So by
S fie oS our young Men were brought over to act against you; On
earching Matters to the Bottom, you will find that you in this
;:mnner, gave the first Offence; This we thought proper to let you
bnotx;;,‘ It may be of Service for the future; You may be induced
b ga-s g to ta]se better care in Conducting your Business in Council
spast guard against these Breaches of Friendship, or, as soon ag
ey happen in Corresponding immediately with one another, and
Wlth. the Indianswho are in any wise concerned on such Oceasions.”
Eight Strings of Black Wampum. '
¢t Brethren:
“This was the Cause of the Shawanese, that I have just now

related ; another of the like Nature had since h
ecas, who had suffered in the same. “pponed to the Sen-

- $¢ About i i 1
o :ﬁree }:ars. ago eight Seneca Warriors were returning
ar through Virginia, having Seven Prisoners and Sealps

@ Vith them; at a place called Green Briar, they met with a Party

of Soldiers, not less than One Hundred and Fifty, who kindly in-
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vited them to come to a certain Store, and they said they would
supply them with Provisions, and accordingly they travelled two
Days with them in a Friendly Manner, and when they came to the
House they took their Arms from the Senecas; The head men
cryed out here is Death, defend yourselves as well as you ¢can, which
they did, and two of them were killed on the Spot, and one, a
young Boy, was taken Prisoner; This gave great offence, and the

“more so as it was upon the Warriors road and we were in perfect

Peace with our Brethren. It provoked to such a Degree that we
could not get over it. :

¢ Brethren:

«You have justly demanded your Prisoners; it is right; and we
have given you an Answer. And therefore as we think this young
Boy isalive,and somewhere among you, we desire you will enquire for
him. If he be alive return him; if you have swallowed him down
your Throats, which perhaps may be the case, let us know it and
we will be content. His Name is Squissatego.”

Six Strings of White Wampum.

¢ Brethren :
«TWe have one Word more to mention of the same Nature, and
which was the very cause why the Indians at Ohio left you.

4 Brethren ‘

«\When we first heard of the French coming to the Ohio we
immediately sent Word to the Governors of Virginia and Pennsyl-
vanin; we désired them to come, and likewise to supply us with
such Things as were proper for War, intending to defend our Lands,
and binder the French from taking the Possession of them; But
these (tovernors did not attend to our Message. Perhaps they
thought.there was no foundation for our Intelligence. The French
however came and became our Neighbours, and you neither coming
yourselves, nor assisting us with Warlike Stores, our People, of
necessity, were obliged to Trade with them for what we _\V:.m.ted, as
your Traders had left the Country. The Governor of Virginia took
care to settle on our Lands for his own Benefit; but when we wanted
his assistance against the French he disregarded us.”

A Belt.

4 Brethren : -

« At this Treaty you justly demanded to r ¥
Blood. e have pressed this on our Cousins, the Minisinks, and
they, by this String, desired us to assure you, the Governors,
+hat thor would make strict search in their Towns, and Sincerely
Comply with your Request, and return all the Prisoners in their
Power.”

Two Strings of black and white Wamrpum.

ee your Flesh and
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Then . directing his di <
proceeded: g his discourse to the Governor of the Jersey he

¢ Brother, the Governor of Jersey:

¢ Qur Cousins, the Minisinks, tell us they w -
s s ere wronged out of
a great deal of Land, and the English settﬁng S0 faggutheym:vege
pushed back, and could not tell what Lands belonged to them. If
we have been drunk tell us so. We may have forgot what we sold,’

but we trust to you, the Governor of Jersey, to take our Cause in *

Hand, and see that we have Justi ¢
stice done us. We say that we have
I;ere and thex:e Tracts of Land that have pever begn sold. You
ieal hardly with; you claim all the Wild Creatures, and will not
.etlus come on your Land to hunt for them. You will not so much
sti‘ et us peel a Single Tree. . This is bard, and has given us great
%‘7 ?l?lce' T.he Cattle you raise are your own; but those which are
hl ax]'le still ours, and shou_ld be common to both ; for our Nephews
;17 en they sold the Land, did not propose to deprive themsclves of
h:::uz)gc:hq Wild ‘%T)eeg or usn;lg a Stick of Wood when they should
2 casion. We desire the Governor to take this Matter i
bis Care, and see Justice done in it.” Matier into
Two Strings of White Wampum.
¢« Brethren: C

. « ﬁ]lltthat gai ‘been said has been of one Nature, that is, of mat-
ers that are Subjects of - Dispute ; this that I am goi 3
upon now is of another nature.” T going 1o spesk

Then directing himself to the Governor of Pennsylvania, said :

“We must put you in mind that, four years ago, you boug
Albany a large Tract of Land over ’Susqu);hannaﬁ,’ejx't:ndi?::rc?:‘oﬁ
the Mouth of John Penn’s Creek to the Ohio. The Propriectaries’
Agents then paid One Thousand Pieces of Eight for the part which
was settled by your People, that have since been driven off and
killed. 'We acknowledge to have received Payment for those Parts
which were settled, but for the other Part that we have not received
Payment for, that we re-claim. Our Warriors or Hunters, when
they heard that we had sold such a Large Tract of Laud,’ disap-
proved our Conduct in Council, so now we acquaint you, that we
are determined not to confirm any more, than such of the Lands as
the Consideration was paid for, and were settled, tho’ included in
the Deed ; they are our hunting Grounds, and we desire the request
may be granted, and Notice taken that it was made in open Con-
ference.” : : : '

Three White Strings.

" Then Thomas King sat down.

The Six Nation Chiefs being asked if they had any thing to say, »
answered, that they had done; and having eased their minds of all
that lay heavy upon them, they would return home.
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The Governor promised attentively to Consider what was said, -

and give them an Answer.
Teedyuscung then arose and spoke :

¢ Brethren :
¢ I should have said Something at the Time our Uncles Taid be-
fore you their Grievances, or Causes of Complaint,in Behalf of my
» Countrymen who lived near Goshen. About three years ago Nine

of their People were killed at Goshen, when they were in Peace. 1

will not take upon me to say that the Land had never been sold,
but there was no Dispute about this at that time. I very believe
that they killed those nine Indians, for no other Reason than be-
cause they were hunting on that Land. I speak to all the English
when I mention this, as what was very wrong.”

Three White Strings. B
¢ Brethren: v :

“QOnec of the Waping Tribes, or Goshen Indians, tells me, that
as soon as those Nine Men were killed, he went, with three Belts
and Tears in his Eyes, to George Freeland’s, in order to have the
matter made up, but he never received an Answer to this Day, tho’
he told him that he would send the Bets to the Governor, and as
soon as he should receive his Answer he would send for him and let
him know it, but he has never yet received an Answer.

¢ Brethren : =
«T give you this String to enquire what became of the three
Belts, and what answer was made to them.”

Three Strings of White Wampum.

¢ Brethren:

«You may remember we made Peace last year, and a Peace Belt
was made, a Fathom long, and of Fifteen Rows. Mr. Croghan was
present ; so were some of my Uncles, and the Minisinks. - They all
saw it. You have asked me what i become of that Belt, and how
far it went. I will tell you: I sent it up the Susquehannah to Dia-
hogo; from thence it went to Assintzin; thence to Secaughkung.
The Chief men there got together to Cousider what was best to be
done with it. They all concluded that it should be sent to our
Uncle. He is a Man, and often told us he ought to see Things
first, and Consider what is to be done. The Senecas had the Belt

 first, and then all the United Nations afterwards; they had it almost
a Year. Now it is come back, and in Lapackpeton’s Hands, who
is one of the Delawares, and lives at Secaughkung. How far the
Peace Belt went, I don’t know, but I suppose it went through all
my Uncles, and I assure you I will do as my Uncles does. He has
promised you he will deliver up all your Captives, and I assure I
will do so, wheresoever I find them in all my Towns. Four Tribes
now present have agreed to this, Viz*s Delawares, Unamies, Mohic-

f

..,..._,_,,A.M?i;i,_;w-__:\. .
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cons, and Wappings, who are settled as far as Secaughkung. This
Belt confirms my Words.”

A Belt.
¢ Brethren :

“I did let you know formerly what my Grievanée was. I told
you that from Tohiccon, as far as the Delawares owned, the Proprie-
taries bad wronged me. Then you and I agreed that it should be
laid before the King of England, and Likewise you told me you
would let me know as soon as ever he saw it. You would lay the
Matter before the King, for you said he was our Father, that he
might see what was our Differences, for as you and I could not decide
it, let him do it. Now let us not alter what you and I have agreed.
Now, let me know if King George has decided the Matter between
you and me. I don’t pretend to mention any of my Uncles’ Lands.
I only mention what we, the Delawares, own, as far as the Heads of
Delaware. All the Lands lying on the Waters that fall into the
Susquehannah belong to our Uncles.” :

A Belt.

Teedyuscung then took up another Belt, designing to speak to
his Uncles, the United Nations, but whilst he was delivering the
above, their Chiefs'had one after another left the Council, seemingly
much displeased ; he, therefore, declined speaking it.

October the 19th, 1758.

. The Governors having prepared their Answers, desired the In-
dians to meet, but they continued holding private Councils among
themselves all that day till late in the afternoon ; and as the Gov-

ernors were going to the Place of Conference, the Indians sent Mr.

Weiser out of Council to desire they would defer meeting till the
next morning, their own private Business not being finished.

At a private Conference with the Indians held at Easton, Octo-
ber the 19th, 1758, P. M.

PRESENT :

His Excellency, Governor BERNARD.

The Commissioners of New Jersey.

The Chiefs of the United Nations, and of the Minisinks and
Wapings.

George Croghan, Deputy to Sir William Johnson.

Andrew Montour, His Majesty’s Interpreter.

Stephen Calvin, Interpreter of the Minisink and Waping Lan-
guage. .
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His Excellency, reciting the Request of the United Nations to
him, todo Justice to their Nephews, the Minisinks, concerning their
Claims to Lands in New Jersey, said, he would make diligent En-
quiry what Lands were remaining unsold by them; but as that
would be a Work of Time and Expence, he wished that some means
could be found to give them Satisfaction at this Meeting. The
People of New Jersey said they had bought all, or the greatest
part of the Minisink Lands, and the Minisinks said thej had a
great deal of Land unsold.

He could not tell who was in the right, but would suppose there
were some lands unsold; and upon that Supposition, would give
them some Money by way of consideration for them, if they would
propose a reasonable Sum, and desired they would advise about it,
and give an Apswer. :

The United Nations said it was a very kind Proposal, and recdm
mended it to the Consideration of the Minisinks. '

¢ The same Day, Teedyuscung waited on Governor Denny at his.
House, bringing with him Isaac Still for his Interpreter, and his
Grandson ; and in the presence of Governor Bernard, Mr. Andrew
Johnson, and Mr. Peters, acquainted the Governor that the Dela-
wares did not Claim Lands high up on Delaware River; those
belonged to their Uncles; and he thought proper to let the Gover-
nor know this, that there might be no Misunderstanding of what
he had said in the Publick Conference.

At n Confercnce with the Indians, held at Easton, October the
20th, 1758. :
PRESENT
The Governors, Council, Gentlemen, and Indians, with the Tn-

* terpreters as before. N

Governor Denny desired to know of Teedyuscung if he pro-
posed to speak, as the abrupt departure of the Six Nation Chiefs

. from the Confercnce yesterday had prevented him from finishing

what be had to say. _
Then T'eedyuscung arose, and addressing himself to the Six Na-

tions, said :

“Unecles: ) » »
«According to our Old Custom, we used to speak to one another

at Home; but we are now met upon Business; I must speak' to

you in the presence of the English Governors, and what I shall
say T desire both you, the English, and my Uncles who are here,
will attend to.” ' . :

A DBelt.

- Grant as you have not received a Consideration for.
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¢ Uncles :

- “T take this opportunity of speaking to you in the Presence of
our Brethren, the English, and two of their Governors : please to
take notice what I am going to say.

“ Uncles:

“You may remember that you have placed us at Wioming and

Shamokin, places where Indians have lived before. Now I hear
since, that you have sold that Land to our Brethren, the English.
Let the matter now be cleared up in the Presence of our Brethren,
the English. :

“1 sit here as a Bird on a Bow; I look about and do not know
where to go; let me therefore come down upon the Ground, and
make that my own by a good Deed, and I shall then have a Home
for Ever; for if you, my Uncles, or I die, our Brethren, the Eng-

lish, will say they have bought it from you, & so wrong my Pos-

terity out of it.”

A Belt. »

Governor Denny then requested the attention of the Indians,
and Spoke : :

¢ Brethren, Chiefs and Warriors of the Six United Nations, and
your Nephews, here assembled :

1 am much obliged to you for the Account you gave me the

Day before Yesterday of the True Canse of the Bitterness of your

Hearts towards us, and the Reasons which induced some of your
Young Men first to strike us, and others to side with the French on
the QOhie. ,

¢ The Advice you gave us to take better care, and guard against
any Breach of Friendship between us for the future, is very kind
and wholesome ; we will join with you, and Endeavour to prevent
the like Evils for the time to come.

T promise you that I will immediately send to the Governor of
Virginia to enquire after the Seneca Boy, Squissatego, who you
say was left a Prisoner in his Country, and if he is alive, you may
depend on his being returned to you.”

A Belt.
¢ Brethren :

¢ By these Strings you put me in mind that the Proprietaries,
Four Years ago, bought of you, at Albany, a large Tract of Land
over Susquebannah, from the Mouth of a Creek called Kayarondin-
hagh or John Penn’s Creek to the Ohio, and were paid by the Pro-
prietaries’ Agents One Thousand Pieces of Eight, as the Considera-
tion Money, for such Parts as were settled by our People ; but that
as your Warriors disapproved of your Conduct in Council for making
that Sale, you now reclaimed such of the Lands contained in that
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. bought them of the Indians. know ; ,
Nations have sold Lands to the Proprietaries which your Nephews, .
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¢ Brethren:

«The Proprietaries of this Province have on all Occasions mani-
fested their particular Regard for you. They prefer your Friend-

ship and the Publick good to their own Private Interest. - Their -

former Conduct gives you no Room to doubt the Truth of this.
What I am about to tell you is a further Confirmation of it. = Theré-
fore give me your Attention, and listen to what I shall say. You
may remember that at a Treaty you held with your good Friend,
Sir William Johnson, three Years ago, some of your wise men told
him that there were some among them who were dissatisfied with
the sale of the above Lands made by them at Albany, and were
desirous that part of it should be reserved for them, though the
Proprietaries had purchased it fairly of them and paid One Thou-
sand Picces of Eight, which was all they were to receive till our
People scttled to the Westward of the Allegheny or Appalaccin
Hills. Sir William Johnson represented this matter to the Pro-
prietaries in your Behalf, whereupon they chearfully agreed to re-
lease to you all that part of the Purchase you have reclaimed ; and,
by a Letter of Attorney, empowered Richard Peters and Conrad
Weiser to execute a Deed to you for those Lands, on your Confirm-
ing to them the Residue of that Purchase. On this Subject, there-
fore, you will please to Confer with them and Settle the Boundaries
between you, that they may release the Lands to you accordingly
before you leave this Place, and set your Minds at Ease.”

A String.

¢ Brethren :

«T thank you for the Pains you have taken with your Nephews
to prevail with them to return us such of our Brethren as are Pris-
oners among them, and we depend on the Speedy Performance of
their Promise. : | :

¢ Brethren : _ ‘

¢« T have something to say.to you which is of the Utmost Impor-
tance to us all. It requires your particular Attention and Consid-
eration. Providence has brought you and your N ephews together
at this Meeting, Face to Face with us, that every thing may be set-
tled ; and nothing remains, not so much as a doubt, to create any
uneasiness in our Hearts hereafter. You know, Brethren, that
there is an Old Agreement between the Proprietaries and you, that
you will not sell any of the Lands lying within this Province to any

but them, and they never take Possession of Lands till they h‘ave
You know, also, that the United

the Delawares, now claim as their Right. This is the Case with
Regard to some Part of the Lands lying between Tohiccon Creek
and the Head of the River Delaware, which Teedyuscung, in your

hearing, the Day before Yesterday, said the Proprietaries had de-

v
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frauded him of. The Proprietaries are desirous-to do Strict Justice
to all Indians; but it cannot be supposed they can know in which
of you the Right was vested. It is a matter that must be settled
‘among yourselves; till this is done there will prebably remain some
Jealousy and Discontent among you that may interrupt both your
and our future Quiet, which we should guard against by all means
in our Power.”

A String.
# Brethren:

“I now acquaint you that a Store of all Sorts of Goods for your
use is opened at Shamokin, where the Indians may be Supplied at
the most reasonable Rates with any goods they may want; and the
best Prices will be given to you for such Skins, Furs, and Peltry
as you shall bring them. Another Store is intended to be opened
at Fort Allen, and you may depend upon it that such Persons will
be placed there who shall use you with the Strictest Justice in all
their Dealings.”

A String.

_ ¢ Brother Teedyuscung:

¢ As I understood at our last Meeting that you were prevented

at that Time by the absence of some of the Six Nation Chiefs,

from finishing what you then had to say, I defer answering, for the
present, such parts of your speech as relate to me. But I shall
soon take an Opportunity of doing it.” ’

This was interpreted to the Delawares by Isaac Still.

After the Governor had done speaking, Tagashata and Nichas
arose and said they did not Rightly understand that Paragraph
relating to the Lands, and requiring them to Settle Matters among
themselves; they said the Governor had left Matters in the Dark,
they did not know what lands he meant. If he meant the Lands
on the other side of the Mountain he knew the Proprietaries had

“their Deeds for them, which ought to be produeed and shewn to

them. Their Deeds had their marks, and when they should see

‘them they would know their marks again.

.And then- Conrad Weiser being desired to bring the Deed, Gov-
ernor Bernard informed the Indians he was going to speak to them,

“on which they acquainted him, that they chose to be spoke to by

one Governor onlyat a Conference; for that when they both spoke
their Belts were mized, and they were thereby confused in their
Councils; Whereupon he deferred his Speech to another Time.

' The Deed was then produced to the Indiams, and Nichas said,
¢¢ this Deed we well remember ; we know our Chiefs who Signed it,
some of them are present now ; we sold the Land, and were hon-

estly paid for it; the Land was ours, and we will justify it.””  They
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were desired to take it with them into their Council room and Con-
fer on it, and settle the matter among themselves.

The Conference then broke up. :

Teedyuscung baving yesterday requested of the Governor, that
two Belts, which be then presented to him, might be sent as their
joint Belts to the Ohio Indians. .

This Day the Chiefs of the United Nations, and Teedyuscung,
had a meeting with two Members of Governor Denny’s Council, at
which the following intended Answer from Governor Denny to the

Ohio Indians, being first Interpreted to the Indians, was considered, -

settled, and approved by all present: :

Gorvernor Denny's Answer to the Message of the Ohio Indians,
brought by Frederick: Post, Pisquitomen, and Thomas Hick-
man. . .
“ By this String, my Indian Brethren of the United Nationsand

Delawares join with me in requiring of the Indian Counecils, to

which these following Messages shall be presented, to keep every

thing private from the Eyes and Bars of the French.”

A String.
¢ Brethren : _

«YWe received your Message by Pisquitomen, and Frederick
Post, and thank you for the Care you have taken of our Messenger
of Peace, and that you have put kim in your Bosom, and protected
him against our Enemy Onontio, and his Children, and sent him
safe back to our Council Fire. by the same Man' that received him
from us.” C

A String.
¢ Brethren :

«J only sent Post to peep into your Cabbins, and to know the
Sentiments of your Old Mecn, and to look at your Faces, to see

how you look. ~ And Iam glad to hear from him that you look
Friendly, and that there still rcmains some sparks of Love towards

us. : e e
Stip the Chain of Friendship, but held it fast on our Side, and it

has never dropped out of our Hands; by this Belt we desire you
will dig up yolill:' end of the Chain of Friendship that you suffered,

by the Subtilty of the French, to be buried.” :
A Belt.
¢ Brethren : )
¢ Tt happened that the Governor of Jersey was mtl: me,‘ang a
great many Indian Brethren, sitting in Council at Baston when

i i that
-our Messengers arrived, and it gave Pleasure to every one
i "it will afford the same Satisfaction to our Neighbour-

heard it; and it wi bor
ing Governors and their People, when they come to hear it; I

It is what we believed beforehand, and therefore we never let.
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shall send Messengers to them & acquaint them with what you
have said.

“Your requesting to let the King of England know your good
D-ISPOSitIOD,. we took to Heart, and shall let him know .it, and we
will speak in your Favour to His Majesty, who has for some time
past looked upon you as his lost Children; And we can assure you
that as a Tender Father over all his Children, he will forgive what
13 past, and receive you again into his Arms.” :

A Belt.

¢ Brethren:

“If you are in earnest to be reconciled to us, you will keep your
Young Men from attacking our Country, and killing and carrying
Captive our Back Inhabitants; And will likewise give orders that

your People may be kept at a Distance from Fort Duquesne, that

they may not be hurt by our Warriors, who are sent by our King
to Chastise the French, and not to hurt you; Consider the Com-

manding Officer of that Army treads heavy, and would be very

sorry to hurt any of his Indian Brethren.”
A Large Belt.
¢ And Brethren :

“The Chiefs of the United Nations, with their Cousins, our
Brethren, the Delawares, and others now here, jointly with me send
this Belt, which has upon it two figurés that represent all the Eng-

- lish and all the Indians now present taking Hands and delivering

it to Pisquitomen, and we desire it may be likewise sent to the In-
dians who are named at the End of these Messages,* as they have
all been formerly our very good Friends and Allies, and we desire
they will go from among the French to their own Towns, and no
Longer help the French.

¢ Brethren on the Qhio:

“If you take the Belts we just now gave you, in which all here
join, English and Indians, as we don’t doubt you will, then by this
Belt I make a Road for you, and invite you to come to Philadel-
phia to your first Old Council Fire, which was kindled when we
first saw one another, which fire we will kindle up a gain and re-
move all disputes, and renew the Old and first Treaties of Friend-
ship; This is a Clear and open Road for you; fear, therefore, noth-
ing, and come to us with as many as can be of the Delawares,
Shawanese, or of the Six Nation Indians; We will be glad to see
You; we desire all Tribes and Nations of Indians who are in Alli-
ance with you may come ; As soon as we hear of your coming, of
which you will give us timely Notice, we will lay up Provisions for

“you along the Road.”

* Sastaghretsy, Anigh Kalichon, Atowayteany, Towigh Towighraano,
Geghdageghroanno, Oyaghtanont, Sisaghroano.
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A Large White Belt, with the Figure of a Man at Each End,
and Streaks of Black, representing the Foad from the Ohio to Phila-
delphia.

¢ Brethren :

The Six Nation and Delaware Chiefs join with-me in those Belts
which are tied together, to Signify our Union and Friendship for
each other; with them we jointly take the Tomahawks out of your
Heads and bury them uender Ground.

“We Speak loud, =0 as you may hear us; you see we all stand
together, joined Hand in Hand.” )

Two Belts tied together. »

The Indian Chiefs being asked if it would not be proper to insert
in the Message an Account of the Situation of our Army to the

- Westward, and to desire them to join the General against the French,
they replied that they would by no means advise this Government
50 soon to press them to take up the Hatehet, because the Wounds
were not yet healed, nor Peace made, which must be done first.
They said further, that as the French had many Indians fighting for
them, and they, by Intermarriages, were related to the Indians who
sent the Messages, it could not be expected they would. easily be
perswalded to join the Knglish, lest they should kill their own Flesh
and Blood, adding, that the only proper Measure that could now be
taken was to advise them to sit still and keep out of the Way, and
this Advice they helieved would be hearkened to.

Then they desired that at least two of our inhabitants might
accompany Pisquitomen and Thomas Hickman, the Two Messengers,
to Ollo. . The Six Nation Chiefs promised to send Two of their own
People with them, and Teedyuscung said he would send one, if not

two, Delawares.

At a private Conference with the Indians held at Easton, October

the 21st, 1758. ’ .
PRESENT:

His Excellency, Governor BERNARD, and the Jersey Commis-
s101ners. .
Thomas King, Chief of the Oneidoes.
‘Tagashata, Chief of the Senecas.
"T'okaaio, Chief of the Cayugas.
Egohohowen, Chief of the Minisinks.
Nimham, Chief of the Wapings, with other Indians of the Several

Nations. i
George Croghan, Deputy to Sir William Johnson.

-
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Andre i j o 1 i f
o w Montour, His Majesty’s Interpreter to Athe United Na-
Stephen Calvin, Interpreter of the Delasvare and Minisink Lan-
fuages. . )
" Hll>s Excellerey informed them that he met them to agree about
o 1(13 X'IICE of the encertain Claims of the Minisinks, “raaping's, and
other Indians, Claimants of Laad in the northern parts of the Pro-
;?ﬁz;ekof N eth e;;sey,}and desired that it might be considered, that
NeW not what they sold, and he know not wh :
therefore the Price ought not to be large. what he brooght;

oﬂ'g-b:(f tflhey might pi;ep(;;e la: Sum to him, or he would make an
e em ; or 1% should be left te their Uncles t ider :
Price as would please them best. cies to consider &

The Mingoes, or Six United Nations, by Th {1 i 3
] A 1 2 y Thomas King, said that
the United Nations had no claims to the Lands of thf ,Minisink.

" er others, their N ephews, on the East Side of Delaware, and should

therefore leave the fixing a Price to them.

‘Then the Minisinks and Wapings withdrew to i
L S ] consult upon it ;
ixvx(l)dhli)elgg re:i:rneg, Egohohowen? the Minisink Chief, sailt)i thev
uld chuse the Governor should make an Off jeht
perhaps demand foo much. @ O 8 they migh

His Excellency, having consulted the Commissi
: 2 he C sioners, offered
them Eight Hundred Spanish Dollars for their claim in :\:Il;e;
Jersy as an extraordinary Price. -
The Minisinks said they should be glad ini i
Unoley 1y misinks said 'y e glad of the Opinion of their

The Mingoes, or United Nations, by Thomas King, said that it
Was 2 fair and hooourable Offer, and that if it were their own Case,
they would chearfully accept of it; but as there were a great
many Persons te share in the Purchase Money, they recommended
it to his Excellency to add Two Hundred Dollars more : and if
that was complied with, the Report of it would be carried to all
the Nations’ and would be a proof of the Affection and Generosity
of their Brethren, the English, on this Occasion, and would bLe

_ very agreeable to them.

. His Excellency desired to know of the Minisinks, and other In--
dians, if they approved of the Proposal of their Uncles, and they
infoermed him that they did. ’ : i

The Governor, after Consulting the Commissioners, said it was
more than he intended to give; but as the United Nations had
given themselves the Trouble of being Mediators between them..
ke could not refuse their Recommendations, and was glad of the
Opportunity he had of showing his regard to the United Nations,
and his Benevolence to the Minisinks, and other Indians who had
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resided in the Province where he presided, zad thersfore complie
with their Request. _

His Excellency then desired them to remember that this Con:
sideration Money was to be in fsll for the Claims of 21l the Mini
sinks and Waping Indiars, and all others who Claim any Lands it
a Map, which was laid before them at the same Time, which ir
cluded all the Lands from the Line Between the Provinces of Nev:
York and New Jersey, ard Down Hudsors river to the Mouth ¢!
Rariton ; up the same to Laametang Falls on the North Branch o}

Rariton River; and thence cn 2 Strait Line to Pazoqualin Moun.

tain, where it joins on Delaware River; and thence up the Dela
ware to Cushyhink ; and recommended i to them to have respec:
to this in the Divisior of the Consideration Monez.

Then Tagashata, the Seneea Chief, arose, and addressing himseli
to the Minisink and other Indian Claimants, spoke as follows : -
“ My Nephews:

T desire you will now give over all Thoughts of your Land, and

' that we may bear no more Complaints aboat it.

“Now You must remember the Friendship between you and

. your Brother, and transmit it to your Children, and make them

acquainted with the actions of this Day. I recommend this to you,
not from my Lips only, but from the Bottom of my Heart. I hope
it will also make & deep impression in your Hearts. -

Tt seems as if youz Grendfathers had not told you all of the
Treaties they used to kave with their Brethren, but carried them
With them to the Grave. But we hope you will not do so, but
carefully inform your Children of your Agreements. We have given
you this Advice, and hope you will follow it. We also expect you
will take Qare of your Young Men, that they do no more Violence
to their Brethren, the English.” : '

Egohohowen then addressed himself to the Governor, and desired

to be heard.
+¢ Brother :

«VWe are now thorowghly satisfied, and we still retaina F riend-

ship for our Brethren, the English, and we desire that if we shouid
zome into your Pyovinee to see our 9ld Friends, and should have
Occasion for the Bark of a Tree to Cover a Cabbin, or a little
Rofreshment, that we should not be denied; but be treated as
Brethren, and that your People may not look on the Wild Beasts
of the Forests or Fish of the Waters as their sole property, but that
we may be admitted to an equal Use of them.”

The Qovernor answered, that as soon as he got home, he should

issue a Proclamation, to Notify to the People of his Province that
be had made Peace with them, and to order that, for the Future,
they should be treated as Brethren, which he hoped would be done,

e
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but desired that they would not go into those parts where they had
lately committed Hostilities till the People’s Passions were cooled,
for he could not be answerable for his People’s Behaviour whilst
their Losses were fresh upon their Minds. ‘

~
—

On the 21st of October the Members of the Pennsylvania Council
received a Message from Mr. Weiser, that the Chiefs of the United
Nations were met in Council with their Nephews, the Delawares, at
the House of Nicholas Skull, and that the Delaware had something
to say to their Uncles, which they desired some of the Members of
that Council, and Commissioners, should be Witnesses of and hear.

Messieurs Growdon, Chew, and Mifflin attended accordingly,
with Messieurs Galloway, Fox, and Hughes, Commissioners, and
Israel Pemberton, Isaac Zane, and some other Quakers, who were
present at this particular Request of the Delawares.

) PRESENT:

All the Six Nation Chiefs.

Teedyuscung.

Tapiscawen, alias Samuel Davis.

Nowallkeeka, or Four Steps.

Compass.

Awehela, alais James Davis.

Lappink.

Neccochoon, Munsey Chief.

Moses Tetamy.

Coorad Weiser, Andrew Montour, Isaac Stiil, Interpreters.

Teedyuscung, on Behalf of the Delawares, arose and spoke as
follows : .
¢ Uncles -~

¢ T desire you will hear me ; Wehave gone so far at this Treaty,
as to talk of Lands; I, therefore, thought proper to meet you
here, to let you know that I have-Consulted with all my Brethren,
your Cousins, here present, about the Deed you, our Uncles, Signed
to the Proprietaries of Pennsylvania, shewn to us Yesterday, for
the Lands beyond the Kittocktinny Hiils. :

% We have seen the Deed, and know it well. Nutimus, one of
our Chief Men, has sigpified it; and here sits one of our men,
named Philip Compass, who was present when the sale was made;
and remembers that Nutimus, our Chief, received Forty-four Dollars
as his Part, or Share of the Consideration Money. We agree to i,
and acknowledge that the Land was fairly Sold. We give it up,
and now confirm it. Let there be no difference, nor any thing
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more said about it. This is not the Land I have disputed with my
Brethren, the English. That Land lies between Tohicecon Creek
and the IKittochtinny Hills.”

Gave a Belt.

Tokaaion, the Cayuga Chief, stood up and spoke as follows, ad- A

dressing himself to T'eedyuscung :

¢Cousin i

“J thank you for your Openness and Honesty on this Occasion,
frecly to declare the Truth. We wish our Brethren, the English,
naming the Governors of Pennsylvania, Virginia, Carolina, and
Jersey, were so honest and precise.

¢ They have called us down to this Council Fire, which was kin-
dled for Council Affairs, to renew Treaties of Friendship, and
brighten the Chain of Friendship. But here we must hear a Dis-
pute about Land, and our Time is taken up, but they don’t come to
the Chief point.

“The KEnglish first began to do Mischief; we told them so;
They only thanked us for our Openness and Advice, and said they
would take Care for the future, but healed no wounds. In short,
when they speak to us, they do it with a Shorter Belt or String
than that which we spoke to them with; tho’ they can make Wam-
pum, and we cannot. i

“They ought not thus to treat with Indians on Council Affairs.
Several of our Strong Belts are lost in their Hands intirely; I
fear they only speak from their Mouth, and not from their Heart.”

On the Same Day, P. M., Pisquitomen and Thomas Hickman,
came to take their leave of the Governor, accompanied with Cap-
tain Bull, William Hayes, and Isaac Still, the Persons appointed
to attend them to the Ohio, who were particularly recommended
to their Care and Protection by a String of Wampum. ‘

The Belts and Strings were numbered, as well in the written
Paper containing the Message, as on Labels tied to each of them,
and delivered to Pisquitomen, and the Written Message was deliv-
ercd with the Passports, to Captain Bull. '

The 224 of October, the Six Nation Chiefs held a private Coun-
cil, and named T'wo of their People to send to the Ohio, Viz": To-
jenontawly, Cayuga Chief, and the youngest Shick Calamy, who
joined Pisquitomen, and set off this afternoon. As they were set-
ting out, Mr. Frederick Post arrived with news from General
Forbes, that a Large Body of French and Indians having attacked
his advanced Postat Loyal Hanning, were repulsed with great Loss
on their Side, which news he Communicated to the Indians.

o
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At noon the Governor being prepared for a Conference, proposed

a ting i i 1 i
thl:(i\el ;:Ei Itl)é" the Indians, which they desired might be deferred till

. _ October the 23d, 1758.
This Morning one of the Seneca Chiefs died ; Condolence Cere-

monies, and Presents being made as usual, he was decently interred,

a Number of the Inhabitants attendi th Thi
e Bapar of nding the Funeral. 'This took up

—

Ata Conference with the Indians the same Day, P. M.
PRESENT :

fOr’l‘he Governors, and the Gentlemen of their Councils, &e* as be-
.. : .

The Minutes were read, and a
. T pproved, to the End of the Pub-
lick Conference on Friday last, after which Governor Dennyespo‘lie:
¢ Brethren : .

&’ 3
y this Belt we heal your Wounds, we remove Grief;
t};}zket lfhe .'&E:;)tchet ﬁut of your Heads; we make a dZ:}I)I Iixol:?n,t‘lz:
a .
digrit’u;naga;lr;’t e Hatchet so low, that no Body shall be able to
A Belt.

¢ Brethren :

“Now we have healed your Wounds, we, by this Belt. ren

our Treaties; we brighten the Chain of F’rieyl;dship; we retsxgﬁ
our first Affection; we confirm our Antient Union; we put fresh
Earth to the Roots of the Tree of Peace, that it may bear up against
every Storm that can blow, and live and flourish to the Eud of
Time, whilst th_e Sun Shines and the Rivers run. And we desire
you would publish it among your own, and all other Indian Nations
who f=i1re yr?ur anngsh and Allies, and engage them to join with vou
In a firm Peace with his Majesty, and all hi j i se be-
half I give you this Belt.” - Lo Subjects, In whose be

A Large Peace Belt.
¢ Brethren :

“ We now open a Road to the Old Council Fire, which was kin-
dled by you and our Fathers in the City of Philadelphia.

. Be assured that you will always find this Road open, easy, and

pleasant to travel in, and for the future, whenever Occasion Calls,
we shall be glad to see you there.”

A Belt.
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At a Council beld at Philadelphia, Monday the 6th of Novem-
ber, 1758. . oL T
- PRESENT: ~~ = - R

The Honourable WILLIAM DENNY, Esqr., Licutenant Gov-
ernor. : h
Robert Strettell,
Richard Peters,
Johu Mifilin, o BRI

A Letter from General Forbesydated the 22d of Qctober, was
read in these words : . R e

AT,

Lynford Larﬂnef, . ! o
f Thomas Cadwalader, = Esquires. ...

“«Raysrowy Caxp, October 22d, 1758,
«Sir: : , R
«The ITeavy Rains that have fallen of late has rendered the
Roads almost Impassuble for Carriages; these few Days past of
dry Weather have given things a more favourable Aspect, and every
thing is in Motion, the last Division being to March from hence
to-morrow. )
¢ My State of Ilealth continues precarious, but not so bad as to

oceasion any stop to our Operations, which must now. come o a. . .
speedy Conclusion on account of the Advanced Season of the year.: .

¢« Whatever the Fate -of the Army may be it is impossible to
foresce, but whether we are successful or not it is necessary for me
to leave as large and extensive a Barrier as possible to cover the
Province of Pennsylvania. Sl et T

«The Number of the King’s Troops that I have under my Com-
mand does not exceed Twelve Hundred Men, the greatest part of
which T must send down to the Inhabited Parts of the Country to
recruit and fit themselves out for the unsuing Campaign ; for were

£

1 to leave the whole during the Winter in the uni.n-habited parts of |
the Country, these Corps would not be in a Condition to march on

Service early in the Spring. : _

«T shall lay before: you the Posts that are preposed to be kept:

w in possession of us, leaving it to you aund the
r Province to judge of their Importance to them,
and to know how far they can contribute in Men and E’xp?nces for
the Supporting of these Posts, and making the Soldiers’ Lives com-
fortable, without which no real Service can be expected from them.

« have received no Answer from you relating to Fort Duguesne,
if it should please Grod to grant Success; but whether that Fort is
taken or not, the Forts of Loyal Hannon, Cumberland, Raggtqwn,
Juniata, Littleton, Loudoun, Frederick, Shippensburgh, and (,arlisle,
ought to be Garrisoned, beside those on the other Side of the Sus-
qu?:h:mnah. T have wrote to Mr. Fouquiere to know what assjstance
I may have from the Colony of Virginia, which I do not expect will

up, which are nc
Assembly of you
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b.e:?ery_' great, not. even to Garrison Fort Cumberland, their Fron-
tiers’are so extensive that Augusta County will require Two Hundred
Men to Garrison its Forts; Winchester, with the south Branch of
Potomack, Three Hundred Men more, to which Colonel Washing-
ton’s Regiment will not amount at the End of the Campaign. 1
nothing to expect from Maryland, as I am told they have
andoned Fort Cumberland and Fort Frederick.

‘It will easily oceur to you the Things that will be nccessary for
making the Soldlers’ Lives Comfortable in this severe Climate during
the Winter. -, The most necessary are, a second Blanket in lieu of
:bed; a  Flannel: Jacket, a new pair of Breeches, two Pair of
and a pair of Shoes.
#hodld be glad:to know, without Loss of Time, how far your
bly will go in putting it in my power to maintain the Ground
G@;ne .2 If they do nothing for the Safety of the Provinee,
in it isinot in- my- Power to defend them during the
th'the. strefpth that I shall have left and which I must
i diminishe. oo <L
the Conintry between' Susquebannah and Potomack,
Communication to the advanced Posts will require,
;Twelve Hundred ‘Men; stationed in the following

1Z".

tLoyalHamnon “*-. - - . . 300

tRay’s Towni- ~-- - - -« . 290
t Fort Cumberland - - - - . 200
Fort Frederick - - . - . - 100

t Juniata .- ol o - - - - 100
t Littleton:-: .- .- - - . . 100
Loudoun - - - - - - 100
hippensburg and Carlisle - - - 100

1,200 Men.

‘tréaft"y’otx to return me an Answer to this Letter as
e; a8 it is'a Matter of the greatest Consequence to

with Be greatest Regard, Sir,
Your most Obedient and Hum® Servant,

e «JOHIN FORBES.”
¢il unanimously advised the Governor to call the As-

bly together by Summons to meet cn Wednesday the fifteenth
and the. Secretary was directed to prepare Writs for that

nor likewise directed the Secretary to order the Pay-
prepare an Estimate of the Arrears that would be due to
rrineial Troops on the first of January pext.

Lo vIn—15.
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laid before the Assembly at the Megtifxg.»
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i Tndian: held ton Yere
The Minutes of the Indian:Treaty lately held at Bas
produzed 1a]:;d ordered to be printed Time enough to: have a Copy

At 2 Council held at Philadelphia, Thursday the 16th of No-

{

vember, 1758. N
: : PRESENT: . - -

The ‘Honourable WILLIAM DENNY, Esqr., Liéutgnant‘rG?v-

€ernor. .
Benjamin Shoemaker,

 -Richard Petets,
Lynford Lardner, - John Miflin," .

» Esquirés.

i i Members delivered
The Governor acquainted the Couneil that two !
him last Night a M%ssage that the House was met agreeable to the.

Governor’s Summons and ]
which the Governor promised to send this

retary was accordingly

sent with one to the House..

desired a sight of one of the Summons’s
"Morning; and the Sec-

«'T'hen was read the Governor’s Speech to the House, which was

approved ; and the Paymaste
Hstimate of pay,
by the First Day of January,
and ordered to be entered as follows:
« Estimate of Pay that will beco

by the First Day of January,

izt :

"« Twenty-Five Old Companies, from the First © -

of October, 1758, to the First of January,.

1759, exclusive of Draughtsin the'Light Horse,‘ -"@’115 .

«To two Troops of Light Horse Men, from the -

and about Seventy Men at Fort Augusta,

First of October, 1758, to the First of January,

9

“ fll‘t')z Z "Dotachment at Fort Augusta of the O
Companies, about Seventy Men, from the First
of June, 1758, to the First of January, 1759,

r having delivered to the Governor an
which will become due to the Provincial Forces
1759, the same was likewise read,

! -

me due to the Provincial Forces
1759, as by their last Pay Rolls,

889 0 0

1,660 00

) - o
« T Twenty-Three Companies new Levies, Viz“:

s from the first of September,
Seven Companies from the first of Augui_t,t;:n‘d
five Companies from the several Dates Ot' eu{;

_ respective in listments after a Deduction o

Eleven Companie

)

Seven Pounds advance Money @ Man, and three

ths Pay to the Officers, there will remain
(I;fx?to ihenz by the first Day of January, 1759,
«To staff Officers from the first of October, 1758,

to the first of January, 1759,

14,000 0 0
358 0 0

%
£26,022 0 0
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Ny B.-~The Calculation for the new Levies not to be depended

exact, but as nearly so as I could possibly make it, they hav-
beg:_ all ‘paid up to one Day, nor the Seven Pounds ad-
dvance Money ail deducted ; that depending on the several

‘ their: Enlistments.

- «JAMES YOUNG, Paymaster.”

The Governor received a Message by seven Members, that the
use.had met on the Fourteenth of October, and chose a Speaker,
id had afterwards adjourned on Account of the Governor’s being
ent at:Baston, and now desired to know when and where they
resent their Speaker ; His Honour was pleased to say that
“beé 1 the Council Chamber at Twelve o’'Clock, and they
nt their . Speaker to him there, Accordingly, the Gov-
j ~repaired to the Council Chamber, and Isaac
ted “as the Speaker elected, he was approved,
et the usual Privileges, the Governor having
Rights of Assembly. His Honour then
ech; which was ordered to be entered in these

entlemen of the Assembly:
| the Secretary to lay before you a Letter I lately
eral Forbes, the Tmportance of which will, I am
aded, convinee you of the Necessity I was under to convene
Huuse:on the Qccasion. ... -
The'advanced Season and-late heavy Rains render it doubtful
er the” General will be able to accomplish the Reduction of
Diugaesne ‘this ' Campaign. His Zeal and personal Bravery
doabt:hot, induce-him to attempt every wise and prudent
racticable to make an Acquisition that will be attended
iny“Advantages to His Majesty and his Colonies. It will,
ver;‘at-all ‘Events;be absolutely necessary for him to maintain
inter the advanced Post he has possessed himself of, fortified,
he:will -be in a Condition not only to make an Attempt
the Spring, but will be the better enabled in the mean
and protect this and the neighbouring Provinces from
& trnel Ineursions and Ravages of the Enemy. To these Ends
Axer will inform you the (teneral expects to be supplied with
mdred. Men and - Neceszaries for their comfortable Sup-
2 the Winter, and that he desires to know, without Loss
r. the: Assembly of this Provinee will Contribute
g-chim with those Aids. T must, therefore, press
atter into your immediate Consideration, and give
hat I.may have it in my Power to communicate
ons:to;the General with that Dispatch the Severity of
nd his critical Situation require.
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Duquesne, I think it will be for thé Interest of ‘this Province to
Garrison that Fortress with our Provincials, as thereby we may have
an opportunity of Establishing a Trade and a lasting Friendship
with the Indians, without which, it is much to be feared, the French
and their Emissaries will still maintain such an Influence over the
Warriors of the Several Nations as to excite them to renew their
Barbarities against the unhappy People on the Frontiers.

«T must also inform you that the Provincial Commissioners have
reported to me that the last Sum granted to His Majesty by the
Legislature of this Province is near exhausted, and that Consider-
able arrears are due to the Forces, as you will see by the Paymaster’s
Estimate, now laid before you. I do not doubt, therefore, you will,
in the most Speedy and Effectual manner, raise the Supplies neces-
sary for this Service. o -

“T have the Pleasure to acquaint you that at the late Treaty at
Easton there was a numerous appearance of Indians, consisting of
Deputies from the Six Nations and other Tribes, a general Poace
was concluded, and I flatter myself every thing done on my part to
their Sutisfuction. They solemnly promise, immediately on their
Teturn, to restore to us all the Captives they have taken from us,
and, from their Candour and Openness during the Course of the
‘P'reaty, the Concern and Sorrow they repeatedly expressed for- the
Mischief done by their foolish young Men, who were seduced and
misled by the French, the many professions of Friendship and Love
for their Antient Brethren, the English, we have the greatest Reason
to believe them once more sincerely attached to the British Nation.
I have also prevailed with them to exert their influence with the
Indians in the French Interest settled on.the Ohio to withdraw

themselves from our Knemies and return to their Former IFriendship

with us, and have joined with them in sending proper Messages on’
the Oceasion, which I hope will be attended with. Success. 1 have
ordered the Minutes of the Several Transactions to be laid before
you, and hope my Conduct therein will meet with your Approba-
tion. : :

¢ November the 16th, 1758.” .

The Secretary delivered to the Speakér'the fdfegbing Letter from
General Forbes, the Paymaster’s Estimate, and the printed minutes
of the Conferences lately held at Easton. o
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ldiit_?hilideiphia, Saturday the 2d of December,

R (F ., . PRESENT:
be Honourable. WILLIAM DENNY, Esq™ Licutenant Gov-

<Robert Strettell,
-Richard Peters,  Esquires.
‘Benjamin Chew,
The’ Governor acquainted the Council, that on Wednesday the
renty-Second of last Manth ‘Two Members delivered him a Mes-
in answer to his Speech, which was read in these Words:
lease your Honour :
: rifully weighed your Speech, recommending to our
i General. Forbes’ Demands of this Province, 2nd we
~hersufficiently acquainted with the Circumsranees
i “People of this Young Colony, the large Alds
already. granted on many Occasions to the Crown, and
‘Debt they now labour under by means thereof, he cculd
ably-expect. them to bear the additional Burthen of
‘the extraordinary expence that must attend the Support-
trisons. ia. Forts, and at Posts so very distant from the
Parts of the Province as many of those are mentioned in
“your.. Honour, which, as we arc well informed, are .
risoned by the King’s Troops in other Colonies. How-
 so well acquainted with the Circumstances of the People
“that wé are of Opinion a Burthen of that Sort, added
they now owe, would be too heavy for them to bear.
snour, will further be pleased to Consider the great In-
; which must attend the raising Supplies at this unusual
¢ Year; before we have received the least Intimation of
es .His Majesty shall be pleased to concert for the com-
4 Protection of the Colonies, or can form any Idea of
be necessary for this Province to take therein. It
#ob more than Seven Months since the last Aids were gran-
& Orown, and a very heavy additional Tax imposed on the
- expectation that, by one vigerous Bffort of this and
; Colonies, His Majesty’s General in this District,
enabled to strike a decisive Blow, which would
%the like Grievous Burthen for the future; And
W Jiincture, grant further Supplies, and impose
art 'ax . .our Constituents, in all probability when we
shall ba made’ acquainted . with His Majesty’s intended Operations
Campaign, more Aids may be demanded, and will then
essary.
refore, induced to postpone the raising of Supplies
until our next meeting, when we expect we shall Lave an Opporta-
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nity of taking into our Consideration, as well the Aids necessary to
pay off the arrears due to the Forces, as to defray the Expences of
the ensuing Year. :
¢ Signed by order of the House. ,
“ISAAC NORRIS, Speaker.”

A Bill Intituled ¢“ A Supplement to the Act intituled ‘An Act
for granting to his Majesty a Duty of Tonnage upon Ships and
Vessels, and also certain Duties upon Wine, Rum, and Brandy, and
other Spirits, and a Duty upon Sugar; for the Supporting and main-
taining the Provincial Ship of War, for proteeting the Trade of this
Province, and other Purposes for His Majesty’s Service,” ”” was de-
livered to the Governor last Thursday Night for his Concurrence,
and was read over Twice and amended only in one Place, Viz* ¢
After the word Aect, in Page 19, Line 15, insert the Words [Law,
usage, and Custom]. :

Mr. Chew acquainted the Governor that as he was coming to
Council several reputable Merchants of the City informed him that
they thought the Bill for granting a Duty on Tonnage, &~ a great
grievance, and were preparing Petition to the Governor, praying

that his Honour would not give his assent to the Bill till their ’

Reasons against it were first heard. On this Information, Mr. Chew
and Mr. Peters were desired to inform themselves of this Matter,
and if it should be found that many considerable Merchants requested

- this by Petition, the Bill should then be kept under Consideration ;-

if not, that then the Sceretary should carry the Bill to the House,
with a Message that bis Honour would pass it upon the foregoing
amendment being allowed.

A Detition, signed by Twenty-Four considerable Merchants, was v

presented to the Governor, and thereupon the Secretary was sent to
the Honse with a verbal Message that many reputable Merchants
of the City having presented a Petition to his Honour against the
Bill before him, he has the said Petition now under his Consid-
cration. : _

Upon which Message, Two Members waited on the Governor
from the House to acquaint him that the House met again in the
Afternoon, and proposed to adjourn to the Fifth of February next,
and desired to know the Governor’s Resolution on the Bill before
him, to which his IHonour answered that he would give it all the
Dispatch in his Power, baving the Bill much at Heart, as a Bill
very much concerning the Publick, and that he wanted to hear
what the Merchants had to say against it.

iy s s
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1 At a Council held at Philadelphia, Tuesday the th of December,
758,

PRESENT :

The Honoursble WILLIAM DENNY, Esqr., Lientenant Gov-
€Irnor.

Robert Strettell,
Joseph Turner,
Lynford Lardner,
John Mifflin,

The Merchants who presented their Petition last Saturday having
desired the Governor would be pleased to appoint a Time for hear-
ing their Objections against the Tonnage Bill, Twelve o’Clock this
Day was appointed, and the Council being convened on this Ocea-
sion, Two Petitions of the same Tenor, signed by a great Number
of Merchants of this City, were read.

Then Mr. Samuel Miflin, Mr. William Cox, Mr. John MeMi-
chael, and Mr. Edwin Shippen, Junior, appeared and acquainted
the Governor that they were appointed a Committee by the Mer-
chants to offer their Reasons in Objections to the Bill, and bhaving
redueced them to writing, the paper was presented by Mr. Shippen
to the Governor and read.

The Governor was pleased to assure the Merchants that he was
& always would be disposed to encourage the Trading Interest, and
support it on all Occasions, and would immediately Consider the
Reasons they had offered against the Bill.

Then the Bill was read; and it was agreed, after Considering the
Objections of the Merchants thereto, that a proper Message should
be drawn and sent to the House with the Bill and Petitions of the
Merchants.

Benjamin Shoemaker,
Richard Peters,
Benjamin Chew,
Thomas Cadwalader,

Esquires.

MEMORANDUM :

In the evening, Two Members waited on the Governor from the
House to know if his Flonour had come to any determiration on
the Bill before him; to which his Honour was pleased to say that
the House should receive a Message from him in the Morning.

- And accordingly, on the Sixth, the Secretary delivered to the
House the Bill Intituled « A Supplement to the Act intituled,’ An
Act for granting to his Majesty a Duty of Tonnage upon hips
and Vessels, and also certain Duties upon Wine, Rum, Brandy, aud
other Spirits, and a duty upon Sugar for supporting and maintaining
a Provincial Ship of War for protecting the Trade of this Province
and other Purposes for his Majesty’s Service,””” with Two Petitions
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but as they are in want of everything, I must either give them a kind
of Cloathing, or get no Service from them.

I vainly at the beginning flattered myself that some very good
Service might be drawn from the Virginia, & Pennsylvania Forces,
but am sorry to find that a few of their principle Officers excepted,_ all
the rest are an extream bad Collection of broken Innkeepers, Horse
Jockeys, & Indian traders, and that the Men under them, are a direct
copy of their Officers, nor can it well be otherwise, as they are a
gathering from the scum of the worst of people, in every Country, .who
have wrought themselves up, into a panick at the very name of Indians
who at the same time are more infamous cowards, than any other race
of mankind. i )

If it should please God to grant Success to His Majesty’s Arms in
their Attempts upon the Ohio, and which I think can't well fail, 1
shall be greatly at a loss how to dispose of Fort Du Quesne, whether
to blow it up, and destroy it and the whole Settlements therea.bo‘ut,
or to keep it and leave a Garrison there for the Winter, the execution
of the first is as easy, as the second appears to be attended with many
difficulties, all which must naturally occur to you, from its great dis-
tance from any of the inhabited parts of those Provinces, a.nd con-
sequently the great difficulties of either supporting it, or supplying it
with Necessaries during a long severe Winter.

I have consulted the Governours of Pennsylvania and Virginia
upon this head, and to know what Number of Troops th_e'y could leave
there in case it was thought proper to preserve it, to which I haw_re had
no positive answer, but I know the Pennsylvania troops wﬂl_d.lsband
the first of December unless their Assembly make a new Provision for
their Support. . .

In a few days I shall have most of my Troops moved forward to-
wards the head, there to be in readyness of seizing the first favour-
able Opportunity of marching to the Banks of the Ohio,‘whxch I now
have in my power of doing, by a march of 48 hours, and if refused the
Carriages demanded from the Pennsylvanians, or they appear _too
tardy, and dilatory in the execution thereof, I shall most certainly
try it upon flour, and rice, with the Assistance of what live Cattle we
can carry forward with us.

My health, that has been extreamly precarious these two years,
has of late been very near brought to a close, by a long and severe
attack of a bloody flux, which has reduced me to a state of weakness
that I am obliged to travel in a Hurdle carried betwixt two Horses
but I hope the animating spirits of being able to do the smallest
Service to my King and Country, will leave nothing nn.d_one on my
part that can anyways contribute to the Success of so glorious a cause.
I have the honour to be, with the highest esteem and regard, Sir

Yr, most obedt. & most humble, Servt,
: Jo: Forbes
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To Governor Denny
Pennsylvania Colonial records, v.8, p.167

S Fort Loudoun, Septemr., 9th, 1758.
ir:

I have the Honour of laying before you the Situation of His Ma-
jesty’s Affairs under my Directions in these Southern Provinces at
this Critical Juncture, and at the same time to shew you how much it
depends on you and the People of this Province to assist in carrying
on a Service which his Majesty has so much at Heart, or by their
Neglect and Obstinacy have it in their Power to render every step that
has been taken (for the safety of these Colonies) fruitless and to no
Purpose, but to expend a very great Sum of Money.

The laying in Provisions for the Support of the Army I attempted
to do without even being obliged to impress any Carriages. The Quan-

. tity of Provisions to have been Collected at our principal Magazine has

fallen greatly short of what 1 had reason to expect, because most of
the Waggons were not Loaded with more than Fourteen Hundred
Weight, and took a Third more time in the Carriage than they ought
to have done, which obliged us to break in upon the Stock of Pro-
visions laid in at Ray’s Town, while the Troops were opening a Road
over the Mountains, and Securing its Communication, which is now
effectually done to within Forty Miles of the French Fort, so that if
the Inhabitants who have Waggons are not obliged to furnish a
Sufficient Number of them, who, in one Trip to Ray’s Town, might
‘Transport the Quantity of Provisions wanted, and where they may
receive payment for the Trip at a Jjust and equitable Price, to be
fixed by Authority, in Proportion to the Quantity of Provisions so
delivered and to the Length of the Journey that they make, the Ex-
pedition cannot go forward; nor can I maintain the Ground I am
already Master of, but shall be Obliged to draw off my Master’s
Forces to the Inhabited Parts of the Country, and take Provisions
and Carriages wherever they can be found. The Evil which will
Attend this Procedure is, that the Innocent must Suffer with the
Guilty, and the Exigence of the Case is so pressing as to admit of no
delay.

1 know there has been several Complaints made of the Scarcity of
Forrage, and that several Waggoners has been abused by Officers. If
there was any Scarcety of Forrage, it was owing to the Want of Wag-
gons for its Transport; and no Driver ever made his Complaint but
the Person who abused him was punished, so that I am induced to
believe every Complaint of that kind is without foundation, and,
therefore, shall not farther insist on a detailed account of the In-
famous Breach of Contract on the Part of the Inhabitants,

I have sent to Philadelphia the Quarter Master General, who will
explain to you fully the Situation of the Army. I should be sorty t0
employ him in executing any Violent Measures, which the Exigency
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of Affairs I am in at present must Compel me to do, if I am not
relieved by a Speedy Law for the Providing the Army with Carriages,
or a general Concurrence of Magistrates and People of power in those
Provinces in assisting, to their utmost, to provide the Same, and that
with the greatest Diligence.

Every thing is ready for the Army’s Advancing, but that I can-
not do unless I have a Sufficient Quantity of Provisions in the Maga-
zines at Ray’s Town. The Road that Leads from the advanced
Posts to the French Fort may be opéned as fast as a Convoy can
march it. Therefore my movement depends on his Majesty’s Subjects
entering chearfully in carrying up the necessary Provisions. The new
Road has been finished without the Enemies knowing it. The Troops
having not suffered the least insult in the Cutting it.

And as one Trip of the Waggons will be sufficient for carrying up
Provisions to Ray’s Town, they shall be paid off at that Place for the
Weight they carry and discharged; When they arrive at Ray’s Town
1 shall have nothing to do, but proceed with the Army under my Com-
mand, which hitherto have exerted themselves with the greatest Vigor
and Spirit, in the great Labour they have undergone; I have done
every thing in the Power of Man, to carry on this Expedition with
Vigor, if any stop is made to it now, there can be no part Iaid to my
Charge. For this stop you know I have long dreaded, as Six Weeks
ago I wrote circular Letters to the Different Magistrates to give all
their Aid and Assistance in procuring Waggons to the Contractor’s
Agents for Transporting Provisions, and that nothing has been
neglected that Occur to me for Expediting this so necessary Branch

of the Service.

I need not repeat to you the care I have hitherto been at to pre-
vent our Parties from falling upon the Indians, lest, by mistake, it
- might have fallen upon those who are any wise well disposed to us,
and who are, I hope by this time at Easton to meet you, w{here I
hope you will as soon as possible bring things to an Issue, letting the
Indians know that the Regard I had for them has been the «_)nly rea-
son why I had not long ago fallen upon their Towns, “.hvw and
Children, but that now I could no longer Stop from putting in Execu-
tion the Orders of the King, my master, against his Enemies, and
all who joined with them. .

As you will see Mr. Croghan, you will be so good as to send mth
those who will follow up to me as soon as possible, and pray, as soon
as you can form any idea how matters are likely to turn out, le!: me
know by Express; And I beg your Sentiments as to my Pr‘oceedmgs,
if God grant us success against the Enemy; You see th? Difficulty of
Jeaving a Garrison there, and you know how your Province have put
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it out of my power of leaving any of their Troops after the first of
December, So I am really at a Loss what step I must take,
I have the honour to be,
Sir, your most obedt. and Hume. Servt.,
John Forbes.

P. S.—As I am willing to embrace every Measure for Carrying on
the Service, I have wrote to Several of the Members of the Assembly,
to desire their assistance in relation to Carriages, as I suppose you
may think it proper to Lay my Letter before them.

Major Grant to General Forbes
Darlington’s Fort Pitt and letters from the frontier, p-63

: September 14, 1758

Sir:—If it had been in my power to write sooner, you will do me
the justice to believe that I should have troubled you long before this
time with an account of the detachment which marched the 9th of Sep-

“tember from the Camp at Loyal Hanna.

We were lucky enough not to be discovered in our march, though
several scouting parties passed very near us. We got to an advan-
tageous post the 12th, about three in the afternoon, which, according
to the information of all our guides, was ten or twelve miles from the
French fort. I thought it was a proper place to encamp in, as I did not
think it advisable to go nearer, for fear of being discovered; but I
afterward found that our guides were much mistaken about the dis-
tance, for, as near as I can judge, the camp is about sixteen miles
from the top of the Hill, where we were to take post. The 13th, at
break of day, I sent Major Lewis, with 200 men, and our Indians,
with orders to post men in ambuscade, about five miles from the
fort, which was all the precaution I could take to prevent our being
discovered in the camp. I flattered myself that, if a reconnoitering
party was sent out, it might possibly fall into the ambuscade, and, in
that case, in all probability they must have been killed or taken; and,
if they had sent, in the event our plans succeeding, a second party
from the fort, would have found the whole party ready to receive
them. I ordered Mr. Chew to march with a party of fifteen or
twenty men to reconnoitre the ground and to try, without exposing
himself or the men, to draw a party of the enemy into the ambuscade.

He only went with three Indians, who soon left him, and, by that
means, in place of returning to Major Lewis’ about ten o’clock as I
expected, he was obliged to conceal himself till night came on, and he
joined me upon the march about eleven o’clock at night. But I would
not be understood to reflect upon him; he is a good, brisk young lad.
About three in the afternoon I marched forward to the rest of the de-
tachment, and I found Major Lewis advantageously posted about four
miles from our camp. The post, J was assured, was not seven miles
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Letter oontauung account of the defeat of Major Grant
Hazard’s Register of Pennsylvanie, v.7, p.125

* Fort Du Quesne, Nov. 26th, 1758.
Su',—Our march has been attended with innumerable difficulties,
country wild and desolate, through and across mountains, whe:
civilized man had not before trod, by Indian paths almost impractic

- able and harrassed at every step by merciless savages who hidden fro
our view would pour forth their deadly shot with impunity. As w

approached the Fort the danger of a surprise became greater; tt
: recollection of the defeat of Braddock made us cautious; I ordere
: 1 Major Grant who was in the advance to guard against ambuscades.-
;'f That officer with three hundred men approached the Fort on the suj
¥ position that the French had withdrawn, when suddenly the hostil

3 Indians rose on each side and poured forth a destructive fire and th
5 Garrison numerous and strong rallied out and made a fierce an
violent attack; the attack was on every side but Grant ordered.
retreat, the men formed a compact band and awed the assailants b
a resolute and determined combat. Many were killed, many wer
taken prisoners, but the success of the enemy met with a powerfu
i check, for they came in contact with the body of the army being Ie
E on with skill and circamspection; met them boldly and compelled thex
? to give up their attempts; the retreat of Grant-was the last succes
of the enemy, they were convinced that all hopes of saving the For -
were fruitless; they withdrew to the Fort, destroyed most of th
works, and went down the Ohio, in number exceeding five hundre
men. On the twenty fourth the English Flag waved triumphantl
over Fort Du Quesne. In the third year after the commencement o
hostilities about that fortification, it fell into our hands after havin;
kindled so fierce a flame in-so destructive a war. With the chang
of masters it has assumed the name of Fort Pitt, and Pittsburg th
propriety of which is too evident to require a justification of th
change; two plans of operation have been judicious, extensive, vigor
ous end succeasful.
My health is still delicate.
With sentiments of respect
I remain yours, &c
’ Forbes.

Captain Haslet to the Rev. Dr. Allison
Raupp's History of western Pennsylvania, apx., p.301

Fort Duquesne, Nov. 26, 1758.

Rev'd Sir:—I ha.ve now the pleasure to write you from the ruins
of the fort. On the 24th, at night we were informed by one of our

Indian scouts, that he had discovered a cloud of smoke above the
place, and soon after another came in with certain intelligence that it
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only from day to day, 50 you may beheve it is high time for me to Seperate.
I am D~ S¥

‘With great regard and esteem

_ Y*. Most obedt.

. Most humble Servt.

- - : - Jo: fforbes
30" November . - B
[Endorsed:] Brigadier General Forbess’s Letter of the 26 & 30 Nov™,
1758 in M. G. Ambherst’s of Dec™. 18'® 1758

: Forbes to Denny*
- [Pa. Col. Recs. VIII, 232.]

- Fourt Duquesne, or now Pittsburgh, the 26 Nov™., 1758
Sir: ‘ ' -

I have the Pleasure and Honour of Acquainting you with the Signal
Success-of his Majesty’s T'roops over all his Enemys on the Ohio, by having
obliged them to Burn and abandon their Fort, Duquesne, which they ef-
fectuated upon the 24th .Instant, And of which I took Possession with my
littdle Army the next Day,—The Enemy having made their escape down
“the River, part in boats and part by Land, to their Forts, and Settlements

on the Mississippi.being abandoned, or at least not seconded by their Friends, .
the Indians, whom we had previously engaged to act a neutral part, And

who now seem all willing and ready to Embrace His Majesty’s Most gra-
cious Protection.

So give me leave to congratulate you upon this publick event of having

totally expelled the French from this Fort and this prodigious tract of fine
Country, and of having in a manner reconciled the various Tribes of Indians
iphabiting it to His Majesty’s Government.

1 have not time to give you a detail of our procéedings and approaches
towards the Enemy, or of the Hardships and Difficulties that we neces-
sarily met with; all that will soon came out, but I assure you, after receiv-
ing the Ground & Fort, I have great reason to be most thankful for the part
that the French have acted.

= Also printed Pa. Arch. 2nd series VI, 432; and Stewart, Letlers of General
Jokn Forbes, p. 69. Varying copies of this document exist, in H.S.P. Penn Papers,
Official Correspondence; P.R.O. C.O. 5:54, pp. 49-50; and elsewhere. Since the con-
tent is the same, the matter of determining the relation of the copies to eagj other
is not carried out.
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) As the Conquest of this Country is of the greatest Conseguence to the
adjacent Provinces, by securing the Indians, our real Friends, for their own
Advantages, I have therefore sent for their Head People to come to me,
when I think in few Words and few Days to make every thing easy; I
shall then set out to kiss your Hands, if I have the Strength enough left to_
carry me through the Journey.

I shall be obliged to leave about Two Hundred Men of your Provmrxal
Troops to join a proportion of Virginia and Marylanders, in order to
protect this Country during Winter, by which Time I hope the Province .
will be so sensible of the great Benifit of this new Acquisition,-as to enable
me to fix this noble, fine Country, to all Perpetuity, under the Dominion of
Great Britain. . .

I beg the Barracks may be put in good repair, and proper Lodging for _
the Officers, and that you will send me, with the greatest Dispatch, your

opinion how I am to dispose of the rest of your Provincial Troops for the
ease and Convenience of the Province and the Inhabitants.

You may also remember that Colonel Montgomery’s Battalion of Thir-
teen Hundred Men, and Four Companies of Royal Americans, are after so
long and tedious 2 Campaign, to be taken care ‘of in some Comfortable
‘Winter Quarters.

I kiss 21l your Hands, and flatter myself that if T get to Philadelphia,
under your Cares and good Companys, I shall yet run a good Chance of re-
establishing a Health that I run the risque of ruining to give your Province
all the Satisfaction in the Power of my weak Abilities. -

I am, Sir, with great Esteem and regard, -

Your most Obedient and Hum'®. Servant, -
(xovernm Denny Jo. Forbes.

[Endorsed:] Copy A Letter from Gen. Forbes to Gov* Denny Nov. 26t11
1758 in M. G. Amrherst of Jan™ 18 1759 -

P.S.—I must beg that you will recommend to your Assembly the build-" "
ing of a Block House and Saw Mill upon the Kisskaminities, near Loyal
Hannon, as a thing of the utmost Consequence to thelr Province, if they-
have any intention of profiting by this Acquisition.

I send the New Levies to Carlisle, so beg you will loose no time in
sending up Mr. Young, the Commissary, to clear them. )

H*
A
*
#
#*



