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Loseowr, Idaho
Dear Sirs:

The attached paskege conicdns 2w ingeets vhich e
with %0 hove ldentifiods One is tentablvely ilootifiod as the .
Teilowstone Lodgepnle pine snwily. The lerva, otcoon, snd adult |
are ecntelined in the anell bex and vini cbiechsd o 4he slde of
bhe dox, Tho smsll outiings in dho top of tha bod are ballavod
to be aphide, while the lisvger euttlsys in e bottom of the box
are the domepe of an yaimown iazeet, unlosa, serbepa, Lis sowlly.
The sawfilns were tsken fram Douglse Iir within the monusent.
The lorgm were tuken from the treos o Tow days ega, uhille tlie
cdults woroe hatehed thie winter froo larve koot in eaptivity.

We are interested to mnow the spocies of Who inseots,
thair prosent rengm over tie siete, and whether in spldemlo stoge
&t any loenl. A% present, tho enwfly does not scen to be doing
coy greet ampount of dacage, thoush we sro noh Qquolified to mave any
statenent of sais pabura,

e are also interested to know the preasnt extent of
Thite ping blister rust sorrounding this orea, Our donlosnt Sree
of the momument ie Limboer pine, ond oo Ribies are preseat in the
shrub cover, H0 Ulisbex rust wes found by sit inspmotion temn out
of Seattle in 15H2; wo ere 1ntorosted in keeping track of the
grogress of the discase, neveritoleos,

Yours truly,

S N

T
Aeting Superintendent
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July 12, 1956 -

Fre Zohert C. Z2ink
feting Suparintandant
Craters of %the Meon MNaticnsl Fomineat
Arco, Idano
Ras W-3L

Dzar Mr, 2ink:

Tour letier of June 28 and atiached packase of insccts and irsect damarad
neacdiss have hezn refarred to ns.

I am not certzin of thz jdentity of the sawflyr, lut I boliswve your tentetive
identification of Neodiprion burkei, the lodespole sawfly mav ke correct.

I have forwardad the soecimens to a specialist in tha group and will kzop
you informed,

The aplid is a Chermes, possibly Chermes sooteyl, the spruce gell aphdid.
This is the species that stimulates tha interesting palls o various BpTUCSE .
Douglas fir is an alternate Lost during part of the lifs cvelz.  Whiile the
zalle om sprace or the vellewing of n2zdles on Povplas ©ir mey he con-
siderzd unsightly, the aphid is not ordinarily iighly dastructive.

Tt is not possible to determine the cause of damap2 o ibe Diouglas fr
nzedlas. It may b2 the sawfly, but usvally the sawflics resirict their
fe2ding to old rather then currert foliage. There ars ssveral 1ittle kaown
caterzillars that occasicnally feed on expanding buds.

I I kave an cpportunityr, I will try to drop in on yon and perkaps look

at the area in the field. If they oceur in large numbers for gasy collzct=
inz, and if it would ba convenisnt we would sertainly apmrzcelate & hard Ml
of the sawfly coeccons for ocur collsciion.

T am referriny your quasiion on Ribes to Dr. Gilbartsen in forest patholcgy
end h2 should be answering shortly.

Sineszrely yours,

Eduvin 2 0la

Edwin C, Clark
Aseistant Professor (Srtonolozy)

ACCinllk
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Cctober &, 19L&

lirs Hobert O, Zink

Acting Superintendent

Craters of the Moon Wational Monument
Arco, Idaho

Your Bzference: N-3L
Daar Mr. Zink:

I have just recsived identification of the sawfly specimens for-
warded under your letter of June 28, 1956, Dr. H. 4. Ross of the
f1linois Natural History Survey, the specialist in this group of
insects, has placed them in the Neediprion zbietls complex. The
sawllies are a very difficult group of insscts for the taxonomist
to handle, and the word complex indiecatzs that they suspect the
existence of biologicelly distinct Eroups, perhaps species, which
‘are not reflected in distinet morphological charsctsristics. The
evenfual unraveling of such a complex requires exack rearing and
biclogical studies.

Dr. Ross informs me that spscimens similar to ¥ours have been rearsd
from Douvglas fir in British Columbia.

Those people investigating this problem are sager Lo receive addi-
ticnal specimens to work with., If it is pogsible for you to collect
additional cocoons in the litker under the host trees they would be

of great value. Adults should be appearing ip the fleld for mating
and ege-laying in the next few wescks,

Sincersly yours,

Edwwr L Blark

Bdwin €, Clark
Asgistant Frofessor of antomology

ECC:ac

@c: Philip C. Joknson



