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when I beran this project, T was intending $e write & papur decaling
thc histery of Brown's kark., But as I got into the preblem I was apjalled
at the wrong material dezling with the early histery of the area, huch
of what is in the files shows net only Znert scholarship but in scme
cases cutright ~lagarism,
Thie peper atterpts to correct this situation, It dezls with tne
carly histcry of the Ureen. River - Lodere Area, It naces no claims to
criginal scholarshin ner tc being the final word en this subject, A
definitive cemplete and imcertizl history of this erea is brdly needed,
The number of bad beoks and articles on this area, staggers the imaginztion,
I vent te express my thanks to: Dale Thompsen fer suggesting this,
tarion snd Bruce llacleod for “eing ce gracicus and helpful, and cf course
ny wife, who not only typed this, but had to live with me as I was writing
this. -
Despite the assistance,the interpretaticns of the data are strictly

mv own. The responsibility for the op.nions expressed in this paper is

ilodore hanger Station F.A, Patterson
1966 .
Seasoned {,Qow\ g,,m/,"y'j:"wa st
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The Green River 1776--1869

Threughout most of the latter part of the 1Bth century, the .
Soznich Government in Mexico was attermting to open 2 land rounte to
C:1lifernia., The missionary oriests were building a long string of
churches throughout the southwest, uv into California, The hostile

~ibee of northern Mexico blocked the direct route, For this reason,
atiention centered on the longer and indirect route that iJan through

the shadewy unknown norih,

Cn Jduly 29, 1776, a part; of *en men left Santa Fe, Their leader

Ly

wes Father Francisco Dominguer inspector of the province of Santa
tvangeline, The real organizing force behind the expedition was

Father Silvesire Velez de Escalante who kert the journal, He burned
with the desire to see ithe desert lands that his friend Father Garces
hed traveled, and to establish contact with the missicns in California.
Thi~. party, was the first recorded expediticn to stand on the Zenks

of the Green River,

There is a tradition that the Epanish were in Brown's Park as
early us 1650, Ne suppori for this has beza found, ye* it is hard to
determine the exact amount of Spanish xnowledge of the American Scuth-
west, Trading partie. as well as missionary priests vandered through

the areca,







Unlike his cedicated assistant, Dominguez had a different view

v

~f the nwrose of the expeditien, Before leaving, he wrote to the
Governor "... For even theurl. we may not achieve cur nurrose which
15 to explere a read from this kingdem to Monterey much advance will

be made by the knowledge we can acquire of lands threugh which we

3 N -
chal). travel. ..."For him, this was tc be : trip of pure exploration,t.

Cn the night of Sept. 8, the party camped in the southern end of
Dourlas Canyon, They were reading in a generally northwestern direction
The next day they were cn the White River easi of Kangely where they
found a vein of tenﬁstete, an indication of gold. Escalante rercris
this, then adds, "...Cn this matter we assert nothing nor will we assert
anything because we are not experienced in mines and because a more
detoiled examinnticn than the one we were able to carry cut on this
occaigcn i5 £1WaYS NECes£ar¥. ses' .

Ther continued nerth for the nex. three days, Cn Sep* 13th,%..,
ibeut eleven o'clock in the morning we set oul from tae Arreyo de.
Cibole threush the plzin which lies at ithe foot of a emall sierra... "
They traveled sbout 5 leapues, or srorovimately five miles and reached
a large river which they celled the Rio de San Buenvenaventura

n,..This liic ae San Puenaventura is the largest river we have
crossed [Fhey did nect cross 1t until the 16t@1 ard is the same cne
which Fray Alonso de Pesada, who in the [pasi} century was custodian

S -
1. Bolton, lerbert E,, Pageant in the Wilderness:The Story of the

Eccrlante Fxpedition.s.1778, Vtah Historical Quarterly, vol VIII,
1,2,3,h, 1950, p. 10, Hereafter cited as Bolton, Escalante Diary,

A1l quotes from the Eszalante diary are taken from this book,







of this custodia of Nuw Mexice, saye in & recort dyvided the Tuta
nation frem the Cumanche, according to the date which he gives.d,

Tt.e river enters this mesdow between two high cliffs which atter
forming a sort of corral, crme so cluse tegether that one can scarcely
see the ovening threough which the river comes ...“2-

Escalnte believed that they were in an entirely different water-
ched from the Colorado, This is shown in the maps that Don Bernardo
¥iera y Facheo -- ihe foremeost cartegrapher in New Spain in his time --
drew of the land the expredition had d scovered, os

The party crossed the river on the 1éth jusi outside the boundary

i
of Dincssur MNational Monument, about a mile wosiream from Brush Creek,“
b

They turned southwest leaving the area, beciuse they feared an Indian

. mbush, which they suspected their guide had arranged,
The name Green River apprrently was spplied by the Spanihs, Facheo

-

affixed the name Flateau Slerra Verde to the Yampa Plateau region on
his maps, Most of the american fur traprers called the river Seets
Kadu, Daniel Potts, an early trarver in the area, in a ?-tter daﬂéd

July 7, 1826 wrote,",..After crossing the above mentioned stream

Fray Fosade, in 1586 wrote the Informe, at the request of the

zing of Spain, This book is a fair summary of what was knewn of the
geography of the Southwest, Escalante deoes not say which part he
refers to, If an earlier discovery of the Green had been mzde, it
probzbly have been nea_er the Coloirao River,

See C. Gregory Crampton, "The Discovery of the Green Eiver," Utah 2
Historical Querterly, Vol XX, October 1952, » 308-310, For a To- i
orecuction of ‘he Facheo map see Bolton's Ecudianue Diary, Escalante

never reached the shores of the Great Salt~Imke; but ‘hE‘Q% -
sf its exictence; and Pacheo include it on his mans, believing 1
the Green flowed into 1t, and that the Lake was in turn an arm ef 5

the Pacific Ocean,

Crampton, op. cit., 307. Bolton places the campground too near the
quUarrTy.







bng Horn hivei} we took a more westerly direction over high rolling
prairies @o‘ih Pass:] to a small branch of a considerable river knéwn
to us by the name Seets Kadu, and to the Sranards by Green River and
is surposed to discharge itself into the Bay of Califernia ,.."S.

During the next 50 years, excent for an occasional trading party,
the Spanish made l1ittle use of the knowledge the expedition had brought
back, In 1811, Barcn Alexander von Humboldt published his Foliticel
Essay on the Kingdom of New Spain, This authoritative book, by a renowned
German scholer, was based on research the author did in the archives
of New Spain. He had acress to Escalante's Journal and lncorvorated
the material into his book and accompanying maps. This pubt the final
authoritative seal on the myth of the senarate course of the Green
River, The resulting confusion, as parties tried to reach the Pacific
via the Green, lingered until Powell's expedition of 1869,%

In the eazrly 1820s, the Colorado Basin crea became the scene of
an intense rivalry for the fur trade., Mexico, after paining It inde-
vendencz from Spain in 182}, reversed the long standirg poliry berring
American fur traypers and welcomed men like William Wolfskill, William
Huddart, anc Etienne Provost, the first great trepper of the Scuthwest,

Little i: known in detail about their actlvities, but it is certsin that

these men were on the Green River prier vo 1825.7‘

S. Morgan's Ashley, 1L8.

6. C. Gregory Crarmton,"Humboldt's Utah, 1811," Utah hHistorical quarterly
Yol XIVI 3, July 1958, 269-281,

7. For a gecod summzry of the early Spanich American traders in this
°  area, see the chapter on fur traders in leroy and Ann Hafen's
Cld Soanish Trail,







irevost, the best known of these chedewy firures, w: s hern in
Consds in either 1762 or '36, He was a merber of the first lerge party

of American fur trempers to resch the Front hange of the Hockies in

117, €. It is knewn thet he we= trapning with hir nartner Leclerc

“on the Green s early as 1oL =nd may hive been there a yerr or twe
earlicr,g'

There is no indicetion that either Provost or leclerc was an em-
ployee of General Ashley. Provest mezinteined & lerge commany, Another
early traoper, Pegleg Smith, menticns thet Charles Heprer wes in Taos,
New Mexico, in February of 1£25 with 25 men of the Provost Comoany,
and that they hed been tranving sleng the Green hiver and thrcughout
the Great Basin,iC:

As vet ithere .af been no real attemrt to descend the Green Hiver,
Ffrovost wznderecd all over the regicn -- he mey have anticipzted Jim -
Eridger's discovery of the Great Salt Lskes by a short perioed, and
either he or & me of his trarpers orebably hzd gotten inte Erewn's
Ferk, 'ere again, there is simoly no record. The fur treppers, like

tre Indizns, were ccentent to lesve the green River a2lcne, not attempt-
3 o 3 >

ing te run the crryens, It weuld tecke a rzre scrt ¢f man to do thet,

Lercy Hafen,* "Mountain Men before the Mormons", Uteh Historical
wuerterly, Vol VI, » 209.

Daie Morgen, ed., The West of #illiam Ashley..., 196k, Fint #1151,
p 277, Hereefter cived zs Forgen's Ashley, This megnifizent
volume desling with the esrly fur tracing activities of the Mig-
sovri Fur Cemmeny is a must for anyene working in this erea.

Sce Miecollecticns of Feglep Smith™ printed in Hutching!s Cali-
forniz Msgezine, January 1861, Vel V, 319, quote from Morgen's

Ashley, 279,







willizm Aspley w:e a rare sort of man, In 211 hias many cerecrs
h=2 secms te have been noted for his henesty, his fairnqss, as a leader
of men, and he ressessed mere then his share of covrage, fel one can-
net helr wondering if Ashley had known the conditicns he wenlid fece
in the cinyens, he wculd have bothered to make the attemot at 2ll,
Thet he citermted end succeeded the trip in a freil buffslo skin beet,
neither losing &« men cor 2z boat -- but as we shsll see coming very close
te getting himsel! drowned -- only mekes his fest 311 thz more remerk-
eble

Yo knewn rortrait of the men exists, but Fredric Billien describes
nim as "...A man of medium height, say sbout five feet rine inches
of light freme, his weight might heve becn from cne hundred rnd thirty
five tc cne hundred end feurty rounds, thin fece preminent rniecse....
Had Generzl Ashley been zn indelent man he dcubtless would have been.
a Cysneotic, but from his restless and sctive dispesition, censtently

Py

en the meve &nd frem hiz vericous @ugsuits he was engreed in,..he found
no time te be sick,...mLe

shkiey got into tne fur trrde vie the back dcor, He hezd been a
generzl in the militia, Lieutenant Jovernor in Misscuri, 2 fzrmer,
before he went *nvtc vartnerchio with Andrew Henry, whe was convirczed
that the eres .oeve the usrer Yellowstone wes good fur country,

At first there wzs little success, and by 1f2]; Ashley was terribly

in debt, having berrowed all he ceuld to sustzin the compeny, Thzt

e

1i. wucted from xxvi, Morgen's Acshley, whe quoted from Fredric Billion,
"h few brief nctes of ry versonal knowleuge of Genl Ww H Ashley
(Billien Collection, Missewri Historicel Society); printed in J
Thomss Scharf, History of St Louls City and County (Philadelphia
1883, 2 vcls, vel I, 196-777.







year the news of a discovery ol . new “Scuth" Yass throuph the Hock-

{es -- scuth of the pess thst Lewis end Clzrk hed used.-~ heralded

the possibiiity thet this might be the rcute to untzopad bezver crers,
So Ashley determined to stzke everything cn cne lrst exvediticon to
recoun his fertunes,

These were the circumsteznces thet breught Ashley to the Ureen
i.iver arez., His veyape devn the river wes primerily a2 voyage of dis-
cevery, locking fer besver sign, He reached the river cn April 19th12°
and szw "...a range of mcuntsins at a grest distince scy LG-50 miles
scutherly...“lj' which wzs the first reccrded sighting of the Uint;s.lh

Ashley divided his perty inte four greuns and, keening most cf
the merchzndise himself, set abcut prevrring to descend the river in
buffale skin teats, On the 22nd, £11 four varties set cut, but they
were instructed to meet cn July 10th at a sovct abeut 100 miles down-.
river. This wzt to be the first rendevous of the fur trede, 2 notable
event for the next 15 years.ls'

Siowly Ashlzy worked his way cdown the river, trapping as he went,

Three times he stewmed to cezche geeds, Cn May 5th he reeched the mouth

12. The chronolegy in the Ashley Diary is b:ily confused, To quote
but ene exemmle: in 1825 Mey 8th wrs a Sunday: Ashley hes twe
entries for Frldly May 8. PRether than attemp: the almost im-
pessible task of etrcigbtering out the chronology, I've left
it 2s 1t is in the dizry,

13, Forgan's Ashley, 10¢.

1h. It is orobeble that the Uint:s had been sirhted sometime before
by either Frovest or seme of Nis cerpeny,

15, The first rencevcus wes held ¢t Henry's Fork of the Green, There
is no evidence that Brown's F.rk wos ever & egite of the general

rendevous of the fur trzders, It ley off the reaten nezth between
the centers of the trace,







of Fiaming Geoge, while be dectded that Einefisher lreel hed pocd

beaver sign, 21l in £11 ha wesn't very imnressed with the general crec,
n . These mewnteins oresent a mest gleemy scene. -«ey are entlre reck,
renernlly of a reddish anrerrcnce, they rise to the helght of & to

i, 000 fect cut of their crevices grows & snecles of dwarf rine end
elder...they are on the cne sicde er other of Lthe river e cnetiends
coomre Seoting over -- on the other cide se steen snl rugped as Lo pre-
vent the passtcce of ron over them -- the rocks that fell in the river
frem the wrlls of the meuntsin meke the peesing in seme pleces denger-
ous -- windy unnleasant weather..."lé'

On ¥ay 7th Ashley entercd Brown's Hole. He doesn't menticn Brown's
Hole at =11 excent to cemment on the thrusends of Indisns whe recently
had wintered there,lTs Two devs lzter he entered lodere Canyon.

The next day (Mey 1Gth) Ashley writes ".,,oroceeded decwn the river--
at the distance cf 2 miles the river becrme co verry bad that we der~
fermed s pertsge of 2 half mile which in consguence of the rcughness
of the side of the meuntzin rleng which we were obliged to pszss mede

it extremely d¢ifficult #nd tedicus -- these mey well be crlled the

locky Neunteins for there is nething but Meuntzins of rocks to be seen

16, lorgen's Ashley, 1CE-C9,

17, Just who hrd wintered there is £till scmethinz of a mystery,
Yorgrn susmects they wey heve been the Bhoshonl and not the Utes,
(It is werth neting that zccording te Ashley the ccountry areund
the Green 211 the way down to the Yammao wes claimed by the sho-
shoni,) If sc, the Shosheni renged further thin hes been pre~
vicusly sumposed. To sunrert his theory Mergen notes thet the

Shoshoni first made contact with the New Mexicen frontler where

they were kncwn as the Cemsnches Sozont in 1825, (See ftnt 171

n 274, Morgan's Ashley,)
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11y covered witha awarf of .vdar& pines - vielent wind with
rain..." That snow storm would nlague them for the next two
deysele-
Cn the evening of the 11th, they camped just abveve Trinlett Falls,
But conditions were very bad."...at many of these rlzces the river
1c not mere than feurty or 5C yards wide lholing over roctks with

- .

(deleted: trencndous/ /gntcrlined: greatky viclence scme of my men
_ B =
sve ihe most skilfull of waterien or I could ncot have proceceded at all
Lven with the Emty conces we zre now destitute of previsicns and know
nct when we shzll te able to get where we can suplly ourselves—,,,"1%.
w1zt must they bave thought as they tackled it 21's Half lile and
iriplett Falls on the 12th, That day they made only three miles. How-
ever the worst was over, (n Wednesday, May 13th, after eight miles

of relatively quiel river they passed Stezmboat RHock and the junction

of the Green and Yampa Rivers., Ashley named the Yampa, Mary's River,

This was probzbly in memory of his first wife who had been named Hary.33°

Zy now there was little interest in beaver sign, which was good
but not spectacurly goed, The party was desrerately short of fcod,
“hey pushed on down the river, shooting many rough passages iiat, before,
they would have vortaged., In Island Fark things began looking up. For whers
they camced they saw their first fresh buffalo sign since they had entered
the canyon, The next day Ashley killed a butfaly, and it can be imegined

everyone ate greedily,

torgan's Ashley, 11C, This was Disaster Falls, The wreckage that
Powell saw in 1B69 was that of Willlem Manley(see below,.

Porgan's Ashley, 110,

The early trarpers called the Yamoa Bear Hiver, Today this name ®
vreserved only in Bear Canyon, one of the side canyons,







Cn the 19tk they resumed the journey, entering Snlit Mouatein
Canyon., here disaster, which had fellowed them so closely for drys,
nearly struck. while cheetine & falls thet they ceuld not nertepe,
sshley's beat Jilled with weter, If 1%t hrdn't been for the fertunste
cembinztien of a nrovident river eddy rnd tweo of the most active men

in the tort leazvinc inte che river end tewing the boat to shere "..,

juct cs frem gll] evpearance she wes meking bher exit and me with her
for L con net gwin & my enly hone wre that the boat woeuld net sink,.."
the expecition wovld orobably heve been witheut a leader, By evening
pest seversl cifferent dfngerecus plzces vhere the bosts
shimmed a ccnsiderable zmount of weter, they camned for the night,
zbert one-feurth mile atove the grest bend in the Canyen, But the
end wes in sight. The next merning they hed only a pertage of 100
yards znd then they were out of the c:nycn.21° .
In trivmmh Gener:l Ashley returned to Misscuri, where ris mezjor
interest hz¢ zlways been., He hzd enrurh tec nmay 11 his debtis asﬁwell
as to moke him a rich man, (Seme penular scceunts nlrced his fertune
et $1C0,000.) He sold hic interest in the Misscuri Fur Company shortly

———

21, How wmch beczre kncwn generelly about Ashley's expedition is un-
certain. A&t leact one party -- scerwding to the San Frencisco
cily Alta California, June 2f, JESE -- atterpted to descend the
Green in 18321, luis Ambrose znd Jose Jessum were trying to e~
nez+ hAshley's triv, in a cznoe, The cenoe was wrecked end they
hed to climb out of the canyen teo s-ve themselves, Morgan's
hehiey, fint 152, p 279.

Denis Julein, in 1835, attempted tc explore the lower parts of
the Green Canyons, Little is known about his trip and it is sur-
mised he mry hzve lost his 1life, See the article by Tharles
Kelly, in Utah Historic:l Quarterly, Vol VI, 1933,







afterwards and re-entered politics, serving Missourl as a member of
the U,S, House of Rerresentatives,

Asnley's name is secure in the annsls of western expleration, but not
for his descent of the Green River, He, more than any other, picneered
many of the reutes that first the mountain man, and later the settler
culd follow,

Semetime around 1825-36 a trarper was caught in a large valley in
nortkwestern Colorzdo by the winter's snew and c¢idn't get out ilil
s ring. He liked the area, and lived there off and on, fer several
years with his Arapahce squaw, "< nome was Baptiste Browm, and the
arcs has since been called Brown's Hele, This was apparently the same
man who under the name Baptiste Charleyfce (Charlifou, Charlifoux,
and other Spellings) was one of the leaders of the bend of horse thieves
that plagued California during the 1830's,22, .

The first permanent settlement in Zrown's Hole was Fort Davy Crockett.
This trading post was established -- probably in 1875 -~ by three partners,
Willizm Craig, FPhillin Thompson, and Fruett Sinclair (St Ciair), The

ost was located on the left bank of the Green Kiver chove Vermillion

Creek?~"*

22. Seec lafen and Hafen, 0ld Sanish Irail, Chanter f, But cempare

Dunhem, Cur Strip cf Tend, o 13. there is sore confusion as to when
Ercwn first entered the salley, Dunham plzces hin as early as 182k,

To corround the oroblem, there zrmears ic have been two Lrowns, Bantiste
breught Bible Back Brown back from Ft Bridger in 1£L2, Un;crtunate 1y

T Dunhem does not cite oy zathority for this thesis,

iafcn Leroy, "Fort Davy Crockett," Colorado Magazine, Vol XXiX
nl, cn 1952, ol7,(hereafter cited as liafen, Fert Davv Crockett)
quotin~ from J.C, }remont s kercort of the kxrediticen te the
_iwocky Yountains etc, Washington 16435, S, 279-80.

™)
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It is assumed thet Creig et 21 built the fort but there is ne

H-

drfinite preef of this, The first license issued for » post to trece
with the Indi:ns et this snot detes from 1832 [ébstract of Licenses 22
Cong 2 sess, Heure document 1CL (Serial 23§§§. This license was issued
to william Sublette, cne of the peerle whoe bought cut Ashley, It is

probsble thet trede was teking place, whether or not from permznent

buildings is not clear, between Jack Robinsen, a trecder for Sublette,

anc the Indians. Sinclair crn definitely be rlaced in Browm's Hele

"5y 1672, Thermsen in 1837, but we heve no record cof his ezrly life

Lefore thet dote, Cm ip sometime tefore 1879,
The nest wes U14ﬁJﬁIT rendeveus fer meny of the indenendent treo-
pers of nerihwest Colorcdo ithroughcut the later 1830's, The treder
Jack Tobinson remcined there treding guns end whickey for furs. ¥Brown's
Hele is sh-ltered from thebinter's SNow, SO thekranners aznd the theu-’
sends ¢f Indizne -~ predeminantly Sneke -- must heve hed one long orgy
to prss the time,
But even = four-menth-long "drunk®™ tends to get boring. The trao-
pers thcught cenditions were boring in the winter end vwere contimually
Wwunting for wrys to pess the time, Perhaps the most unusual event
happened in th%minter of 1829, Joe Meck, is suprosed te hrve led 2

nerty of tranpers 100 miles down the frozen Green River, not getting

2k.

cut of the cinyens until they reached the mouth of the Uintz River.

2. Hafen, "Fort Davy Crockett", p 20 quoted from F, F, Victor, Barly
Indizn dzrc of Cregon.







licst. of the records of the existence of the fort come frem the
mentien of it hy prrties vhe pessed throuch on their wry west to Ore-

mon or Czlifornia. Themss Farnmham, whe resched thjwost on August 17,

1829, described it thus, ",..The Fort is a hellew square of one story

leg ccbins with roofs snd floors mr-de of mud...Arcund these we feound

the ccnicerl skin lecges of the squaws of the white tranmers, whe were

”y
-3

v on their £711 hunt, and alsc the lodges of 2 few Snzke Incicns,

"25.

whe he ¢ preceeded their tribe to this their winter hesunt.... Cne

ol Farnhan's cerpeniens, Cbidish Cekley, tells us that the concitions

wWere

crin when the nrrty got there, The inhebitents of the fort vere
dovn to eating dogmert. which the Indlans »ffered fer scle ot 1%¢ ezch,
The fert wre mestly cutcide the mein zxis of the fur trede, tut
e the trede bersn to cecline (ca 1830), parties cn their way west
begin te stor frequently in Brown's Hole. In 1842, we find a tre-oihg
mzrty under "eold" Bill Willitms in Erown's Hole. The farcus trenner
Andrew Sublette, lote of the well-known firm of Velasquez snd Sublette,
wes through the velley in 184L lezding a perty treveling to Cregen to
rccover their hezlth, Fremeont wes in the ares in the soring of 1€LkL.
In 1842, a party ¢f Cherokee Indiens wintered in Lrown's Hcl&fn their
vy to Celifeorniz, These were but a {ew of the man: parties that were
threurh,

Crzig's partnership broke upn in 1840, The decline ard disapnerr-

ance of the fur trede hed something te do with it, of ceurse, But the

J—

% Western Frairies, in K, G, Thwzites ed., Ekarly sestern .
frmvels, ALVIII, 252-52, T

25. Hafen, "Fort Bavy Crockett" p 18 quoting from Tm vels in the
rest |

o







mo jor reason was the mrtter of some stelen herses.  In Uctober 1679,

Sicux Indisns reided the valley, sterling abeut 50 head of horses,

=

is wes in retelietion for the rmrder of one of their chiefs, Some
of the troppers, led by’khil Thomnson, decided tc rerlece their herces
by ctealing some from the Snake Indicns,
The rest of the treppers, when the Snakes complzined of their lose,
menaged to recover the herses., But this streined the partnership,
That winter, hezz ng thet the Sioux were nlanning & reid inte the velly
in force, the whilc irapners beceme uneasy and begrn to clear out,
A 2erty of 20, led by E, W, Smith and two trzder., left the fort cn
Jamuzry 2Cth for the forts on the Scuth Platte., Two weeks later zn-
other psrty heeded fer Fort Hall., Thzt spring & Mr, Walker planned
to teke a sicun down the Green hiver to California, He never msde the
tri», but instesc went overlaend, resching Californiz in 1841. Cr:rig
vent to Cregon in the surmer of 1840, Thomrsen fellovwed two yesrs later,
Sinclair is repovted in Califcrniz in 1843, .
Fort Davy Crcckett was zbandoned, It disapperred so completely
thzt todsy no trrce remcins, lost of the ecrly setilers in Brown's
Hole believe it never existed,
with the collanse of the fur trade, ecnce agzin an era ended.
The way w-s cpen fer the influx of settlers into the west. And they
came, drawn by the thcusands, tc a megic place crlled Czlifornia,
Mogt of them knew little about Cazlifornia, except there was gold there,
sc¢ rmch thet if a men but go! to the nromised lrnd, #11 he would hzsve
to do was to pocket it and beccme rich, Willism Manley was cne of these,

Manley and a company of seven were on their way west., At Fort







Eridger they herrd thai the Green Rivaor flewed into the Ghlf of Coli-
fornia, Desnite knewing little of the conditicns of the Green, %o save
themzelves ¢ longz overlend journey, they decided to descend the rivew,
They left from Green hiver, Wyoming, cn a converted ferry boat,
The ferry was lost in Hed Cenyen., Semehew, wiih crude handmzce cenoes,
they struggled through the canyens of Ledere and Sniit Mountain, 1n
the Uint DBasin they were met by a ﬂte Indien chief whe persuaded them
to give un the trin, From there they journeyed overlsnd to Szlt Lske
City, where the lormons put them to work on the foundztions of their

v

The next year they jcined the party that gave Derth Valley its

Brown's Hole lay empty and waiting, Settlers drifted inio the v:lle-
cne by cne, most of the influx sfter the period this pzper s-zns, "Uncle"
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Szm Bassett was working az a scout slong the Overland Tresil ad wes

through, Squaw tien Jimmie heed wes beginning tdpuild up a cattle herd

and prsture it in the winter in Brown's Hele, In 1068, Jesse Ewing,

#, K, Heek -nd three to four others left Green hiver, Wyoming, by boat.
They were not settlers in the strict sense cf the word, Hook wzs lost
in the river between Fleming Gorge snd Brown's Hole, He was buried in

a gressy velley which for yesrs wes referred to by thelocrl settlers as

Hook's Hole.,27+

crgen's Ashley hes » slichtly different version, lManley never made [
through ledere Canyer, but hed to climb cui 2t Up-er Disuster oyv s
11U after lesing their beats., It is obvious that the wreckag L:ﬁ,/f'T::‘
cvell s-w Oﬁ_33:”£1L§* voyage was Menlev's snd not Avhlcy's. s

eng ciringe thet Powell who $ried so herd to be correct on his
missed so bedly here,

¢ 3
Hoy, Jemes, A History cf Brown's ta-k, umpublished memuscript, 102,
A gocd histery of the ezrly origins of the settlers of Brown's
Hole needs badly to be written, Right here seems to be the plsce







Bricdger they herrd that the Green niver flcwed intc the Gulf of Calia
fornia. Decnite knewing little of the conditicns of the Green, to save
themselves ¢ lenp overlend journey, they decided to descend the river,

They left fren Green River, Wyoming, cn a converted ferry boat,
The ferry wos lost in Ked Cenyon. Somehew, with crude hancmece ceznoes,
they strugglec through the canyens of Ledore and Snlit Mountzin, 1n
the Uint Basin they were met by a ﬂte Indizn chief whe persuaded them
to rive up the trin, From there they journeyed overl-n2 Lo Sz1t leke
City, where the Mormons put them to work en the foundztions of their
Terple, The next year they joined the party that gave Dezth Valley its
nane.26'

Brown's Hole lay ety and weiting., Settlers drifted into the veller
cne by one, most of the influx after the period this pzper soans. "lncle®
Sam Bassett was working as a sceut slong the Overland Trei” and was
through, Squaw Man Jirrie keed wes beginning tapuild up a cattle herd
and prsture it in the winter in Erown's Hele. In 1868, Jesse “wing,

il. M. Heck snd three tc four others left Green kiver, Wyoming, by beat.
They were not settlers in the strict sence cf the word. Hook was leost

in the river between Flzming Gorge rnd Brown's Hole., He was buried in

a gressy velley which for yesrs wrs referred to by thelecil scttlers as

Hook's Hc]_e.27'
ref. footnote 26, pg 15 1/15/70

| gf‘f: "The First 90 years of Adventure" by Floyd Patterson

26, lorgen's Achley hes e See pg 12 "Historical Aspec*s of Dinosaur Natiopal Mon. N
it through Ledere Can by Herry B. Robinson Jan., 1954 Manuscript '
Fzlls after lesing th in whichs
Yoirell s~w on his fir is stated that Manley reported finding a camp and
Tt cecms ctringe that wreckage of boats at Disaster Falls (named later)
frcts, missed so badl and a note. Burned diary's of Manley resulted in the

loss of names connected with this abandoned equipment.
Hoy, James, 5 Histogy Thus, it would appear that the wreckage is not Manley'
A good histery of the This information is footnoted and referenced as followg
Hole needs badly tc b william Lewis Maniey, Death Valley in '49 p. 79







In 1908, & stubborn, opninicnsted, onc-armed Welshmen drifted into
the srez, end bezan asking inhebitents abcut it. Major John Wesley Pow-
ell, one of the west's grezt expiorers, wes making nreparations for a
descent of not only the Green liver, but all thewry down the Colem do.
The river had finzlly met its mester,

Fowell's sccem-lishments are many: the firrt ascent of long's Feak,
the discovery cf the last unmapned river in the Urited Stetes -- the
Escelente, the meoping of the lapst unknown meuntzin chein in ‘he United
St:tes -- the Henrys, the exnlerstion of the Colemdo Fleteau eree, the
ectrbiishrent of the Buresu of Ethnology, and on end on, Lut nene of his
accomlishments rival for sheer daring his descent of the Colorado #Hiver
and ite tributeries,

The expecdition of 1£A9 was done on a shoestring. The government
supplied no assistence excert granting Fowell the right to draw retions
for 12 men from any arry post in the west, Much of what finsncizl su-oort
there wes c:me from the Illinois Natursl History Scciety, the Illineis
Industrizl University, znd very smell grents frem the University of Chi-

cego #nd the Smithscnien Institute, According to Fowell, "This surmer's

~
work l}ﬁéég will be devoted chiefly to the study of the gecgriohy and

geclogy of the vrlley of the Coloreco, the great cfon district, the

chief of which ig the Grend Canyen vet unexplored...."zg’

to menbion thet the "Reminisccneces of SQueen Ann" rublished in the
Colorado Vagazine beginning Vol XXIX #2, should be read as ficticn
insto: d of #s hictory, Ares residents have told me of srgunents
they heve witnessed betwcen members of the Bassett femily end Ann
Bassett, trying to get her to tell the truth,

Letter of Major Fowell, May 25, 1°69, te the Chiczpe Tribune. le-
orinted in Utch Histericsl Querterly, Vol XV, 1947, 73-7L. All
Fowell's letters sre quetes from this volume,
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Cn May ¢, 1049, the verty left Green River, Uyeming, icvell had
fevr sreciclly desipned bects, all deuble ritbed, end sirenpthened by
vulkherds, sc they weuld centinue te fleat if turned ever, Three of the
beats were ork, the feurth wes pine, They coarried food for ten ronths,
¢n abundent cuanly of clething, smmunition, trens, toele, and of crure
scientific instruments,

The nerty reeched Little Brown's Hele on June 2nd, and two deys
later rerched breown's bele, Fewell rencrtedly rensmedthe velley Brown's
tzrk, but did net chenge the name of Little Brewn's Hole, which is now
on the maps simoly s little Hele, Cn June Lith the exneditien arrived
in Drewn's Park where they “,,.car» under a giant cottonweod, stending
cen the right bank, =z little way back from the streem., The pa.ty had

succeeded in killing a fine let of wild ducks, and during the afternocn,
. n29
2 mess of fish is teken,., "<"° .
Cn June S5th Powell znd Williem Dunn climbed a sour cf the mountein
to the right of the Green River -- vessibly vart of Diamond Meuntzin --
to get 2 glimse of the ccuntry., "These meuntzine zre g1l verdure cled;
~ine znd ceder forest are set on green terrsces; snow clad mcunteins

are seen in the distance tc the west [?intagl the pl-oins cf the uonver

Green stretch out teo tre nerth until they are lost in the blue he:vens..."go'

29. 1owell generally gets credit for renzming Brown's Hole, Brown's
Fark. It is just possible that while Fewell rensmed it, Ann Bassett's
mether mede the neme stick in loc:cl usage,

30, Powell, letter of Jure 7, 1849, It seems worth noting, that Fowell's
enthusiacm apperrs to run away with him, G, Y, Bredley in his diary
describes the diy es cleudy and réiny., Alsc, ccmpare Ashley's descrip-

tion of the same genersl territory. (above)







The next dzy Bri:dley wrote "Started esrly this morning,., The river
is se bread snd still and the wind centrsry thrt we heve hed to row all
the v:y end I feel quite weary tonight. Would rether heve rannids
thrn st11l wrter but I shink§ I shall be accomcdated, for we have now
re: ched the cancr at the lower end of Brown's Hele and have cormed
tonight at the meuth of the CondM. It locks like a rcugh one for the
welle ere very hipgh end streipght and the sides ere eof ssnd-stone much
brexen with serms but at the mouth nerrly pernendiculer;..."Bl‘ The next
¢ey kewell rnd bredley climbed the cliff en the left sice of the river,

Cn the eighth the exveditien entered the cenyon and lost their first
boat, The "No ilame™ wes craught in the current and sweot over the fells
and crrcked oren on a beulder, Three men, the Howzrd brothers znd Frenk
Gocdman, nearly lost vheir lives. The cnly things lost were hzlf of the
mess kit and 1/3 of their vrovicicns, and all cf their berometers, On
Jurie 9th Jeck Sumner snd Andy Hall succeeded in getting a goat to the
wrecivege gnd rescued ",,,a vackage of thermcmeters, the barometers, and

: three gellon jug of whiskey,..". Fowell decided since ®,,.hshley and

4

-
his nzrty were wrecked here [}igl end we have loct one of our beats at

the same nlece, we adopt the neme Disaster Falls for the scene of so much

peril and less.,.."-c*

»

--’/
Eredley's diary, June 6, Utah Historical wuarteriy, \4/f¥o 25.

fowell, John Wesley, The Exploratiecn ¢f The Colorcdo hiver and its
Cenyons, Dover pub 1961 reorinting the 1795 edition oub by “Flecd

and Vincent and the title Cs snyens of the Colorzdo, » 158, Jhis is
under the heading of June 12, 9See Biblicgrephy for discucsion ef
the Fowell materials, Hereafter cited gs Powell, Canyens of the
Coleorado,







Slowly they struggled on down the river, They nortaped Triplett
Fz11 on Lhe fifteenth end made a trsil around Hell's Half Mile, The next

dey while lowering the bosts, they neerly lost the "Maid of the Canon",

which got ceught in the current. But by then they were oast the vorst,
The varty camoed the night of June 17th at kiopling Breck. while

fowell wes off exvlering the slcove where the estreem flowed frem "... a

whirlwind cemes scettering the fire ameng the cezd willews ond cedar spray

-nd soen there is z conflagerztion, The men rush for the bects, lezving

21l they can not reacily s&/ze, end even then they hzve their clothing

burned and hair singed, and Bredley has his eers scorched. The cook fills

his armec with the mess kit, end jumping into a boat stumbles and fells,

snu zway g0 our cocking utensils into the river....loose on the ctrean

they E&e meﬁ] rmet go down for the water is toc swift to meke hezdway

against it. Just belew is a renid filled with rocks. On they shoot,

no chennel exolcred...I chence to see them, but have not discovered the

dire,...Down the rocks I clamber -nd run to the benk, when I arrive they

hrve lended. Then we all ge bzck tc the lete camm to see if anything

left behind cen te szved., Scme of the clothing and bedding...is found,

||330

clso a few tin cuns, becins, end o cemp kettle....

None the worse for their excverience, the men the next déy ren down

to the juncticn of the CGreen and Pear rivers (Yamma). Thet day Andy
Hall suggested that the cenyon they hed come threugh be czlled lodcre

Cenyon, a suggestion thet Fowell rnd the rest accepted.jh'

v
Y

33, Yowell, Lanyons of the Colorade 163,

) A
3. Utzh Hictoricel Quarterly, 107, Andrew Hall was 18 when he made
the first veyage with Powell, He had »lreedy spent five yecrs cn







On the 19th Powell and Bridley climbed "Echo Clift" (Sta:mbost lock)
nearly lesing Yowell, Bradley hed to helo him over & difficult smot by
hruling him v~ with his underwesr, The exneditien remeined enc: med
at Echo Park en the 2Cth vhile lewell went off climbing meuntzins :nd
penerclly lecking st the scenery. #while en his hike on a ridge neer the
edpe of ledeve Cenyen, towell feund & menument thet he cecided ws
Ly humén hends, end he wendered 1f Escrlante could hrve built it,

The perty resched Islend Frrk on June 22nd, after struggling through
whirlocol Cenyon., They spent the next day in csm -~ lowell sick -~
tlie rest snending their time reneiring the boets, On the ILth Fewell,
much reccvered, went climbing sgain, He climbed the mcuntrins to the
ezst of their cemm znd from there locked dewn into Split Mountsin Can-

yon where they rmust go.

The 25th #nd 26th wer snent in running the canycn., They Derhaps could

hzve mrde 1t in cne dey, but according to Bradley, Jack Sumner was sick
so they tock twe, The Jeurney threugh the cznycn wss smcoth going, as
if the river hzd tired of them, By the evening of the 26th they‘ﬁere
out of the crnyon.

Two years later Pevell was back, lesding another exrnedition down

his cwn in the west, engaginz in everything frem Indizn skirvmiches
to reising hell anytime he feund it, He seems to hzve hod some
knewledge of English litersture and was femdlizr with the peoem Ly
Hebert Scuthey,

Powell, Cenycns of Colersdo, 172, This oppeasrs to be the bzsie of
the b°11€f that Escelante penetroted as fer north ss the Lodore
Canyen area,







the Green #nd Colorade vivers, On this trip he annlied meny of the nomes
which are in use todecy, liopling Brock, CIiff of the Harm, Disaster Falls,
etc,, with his first voyage, en eras ended, The mystery that hid hung
over the Green hiver was no more, Recorded, measured, exemined, named,

it tock its plece cn themar of the expending west,

Tedey a dem hes been built in Flaming Gorge, snd the river 1s only

pert of whet it wes when Ashley and lowell ren 1v, But, even so, when

visitors here ot Dinceaur National Morument shoet the repids, they tee

can find cdventure on the Green River,







"Bibliograrhy"

A naver of this nature is totally derendent on its sources. So a

brief discussioen of them is in order, Feor the Escalante Expecition 1 used:

Bolton, lierbert, ed, and trans., The Story of the Escalante Expediticn
to the Interior Besin, 1776: Inciuding the Diary end Itineray of
Fibher Lecalante, Utah Historical wuarterly voi XvIll, oalt lake

Tty, Utzh, 1990.

Cramplon, C. Grerory, "The Discovery of the Green liiver,® Utah Historical
Juarterly Vel XX, Szlt lake City Utah, October 1952.

The Bolton 1s the finest edition of the Escalante Diary., It is a culmination
of a lifetime of work by the editer. Crampton's article has value in that

it corrects somz of Bolton's errors.,

Tor Generzl Ashley I have used:

Horgan, Dale, ed., The Wdest of Williem I Ashley: the internaticn struggile
for the Fur Trade of the Missouri, the hocky Fountsins, and the
Columbia, withexrleraticn bevond the Continental Divide, recorded
in the diarie and letters of William Ashley and his contemperies,
1822-28, The C1d west rublishing Co.y Denver, 1980,

This megnificant volume approches the definitive, fny student of the

earl: fur trzde shculd be familiar with this work,

The source material for Fowell's first expedition are confused,

Powell's journzl coes not exist prior to July 2, 1869. In his bock

Cenyon's of the Colorado (1875), Powell has mede the problem more complex

by compressing his twoe vcyages into one, and in gene-al events over,

sacrificing historical accuracy for the sake of reader interest.







Larrah, Wwiliiem Culp, ed., The Exvloraticn of the Colorade Liver, Utah
Histerical wuarterly Vol XV, Salt Lake City Uthh, 19L7.

sowell, Hajor John wesley, The Mxploration of the Colorede iiver end
its Cenyens, Dover, New York, 1961, renrint of lanyens of the
Coloradc, Fleod & Vincent, New York, 1895,
The Darrah velume centains much of the exlsting source material fer the
1840 exmedition, This incluvde, E,Y. EPradley's diary -- the onily cemlete
¢irry of tle entire virage -- Pewell's Letters and incomrlete disry of
Lhe Lris, iters by other nenbers of the party to news; arers ete, ond
chort biegrarhisal sketches of each of the members of the rarty, The

- : [ . 1 . 0 N Al
Jevell velunms is the suthor 't fimrl werd cn the subject,

The histery of the Erewn's lark regien is an area in which even apgels
-

steuld feer to tread, A zcod hlctory is brdly needed, What exists teday
is mzinly fregmente, I heve used;

HOY , James,-ﬁ History ¢f Brown's Fark, urmpublished ms , Denver Fublic

Library, Denver, Colerede,

The Hoy isthe best available document Thisis by one of the early settlers

of Brown's Yrrk, It is well to remember that the Hoy's hated the Bassetts
like the koCoys hatel the Hatfields. So the Hoy decument can not be accepted

as totally trustworthy.
I haeve zlse had occaison to consult the followving:

Cremrten, G, Oregory, "Humboldt's Utak, if13," Utch Historical Guarterly
Vol XAVI # 3, S21lt Lake City, Utah, July 1958, 269-82.







Dunhem, Dick and Vivian, Cur Strin of Lond: A fiistory of Dapgett County
Uteh, Lusk Herald, Lusk wyoming, cl2i7.

Hafen, Leroy Kueben, and Ann Woodbury, Old Spanish Trail: Sants Fe to
los Angeles, Arthur Clark and Co., Glendale California, 1554,

, To the kockies and Cregon 1825-42, Arthur Clark anc Co.,
Glencale California, 1G58.

Hafen, Lercy hueben ed,, The Mountzin Men znd the Fur Trade, 2 Vols,
Arthur Clark and Co., Clendaie Califernia, 1965,

_ , Mfountain Men befcre the lormons," Utsh Historical Quarterly
VoL Aavl sL, Salt Lake City Utazh, Cctober 1958, 3207-28,

, "Hountain Men: Willierm Craig," Coloreco Magszine Vol XI &5,
Servember 193L, Denver Colorsde, 171-76,

Hill, Joserh, "Spenish and Mexican Expleration and Trade Northwest from
New lMexicc into the Great Basin," Uteh Histcrical Quarterly Vel IIX
71, Jan 1935, Selt Lake City Uteh, 223,

Maclecd, Eruce and X ricn, "Flace Names in Douglas Mitn Ares," umpubiished
ms-, Dincsaur National lMonument, Dinosaur Coleradc.

rowell, John wesley, The Expleraticn of the Colorsdo River, introduction
end ed,, wzllace Stegner,(actridged frcm first edsticn 1879} Universily
of Chicago Fress, ?rd ed., Chicage, 1%62.

Tyler, S. Lyman, "The Myth of the L ke of Copula and lend of Teguayo,"
Utzh Historical Quarterly Vol XX #) Cctober 1952, Salt Lake City
Utah, 313-30,







