
.Advent'Qre: 

The Green hiver 1776-1869 --------





·,J'hC'n I bri;,n tl'.iG pro,iect, I was intendinG jJc wr:i tc c pa.pt r dcal~nr, 

t-i.c histcr:r cf Brc-..:n 1 s !'ark. But as I Got i.nto the problem I W;G R!·l :,llcd 

at tLe ,.;r·c-nc Material dec:lint; •lith the early history of the ::cren. LncL 

of 1.;r.at is iD the files shows net only ~nec:t &ctolar::;Lip but in some 

cases rutri;ht ~l&carism. 

11iis pa?er atter-;pts to correct this situation. It dec;ls with ti1e 

early histcry c·f the ~1reen. ltiver - .Lcdcre lrea. It n<d:es no claims to 

crir;ir.;;l schoh.rshin ncr tc beins u~e final word on this subject. A 

definitive complete and imr:Htic::l history of this ari'a is brdly needed. 

The m1mber cf bad books and ::rticles on this area, stacgers the imagination. 

I -..:ant tc exprasf' my th:,n.l<s to: Dale Thompson fer sucr,estin~ this, 

Larion ,,nd Bruce llacleod for '.:·cinb ::o gracious c-.nd helrful, and cf course 

r~:.' -;.rife, who nc·t only t.;.1)ed this, but had to live ·,.-ith me as I was writing 

Desrite the assistance,the int3rpretaticns of the data are s~rictly 

... _. o;:n. The responsibility for the op:.nions expressed in this paper is 

.:lso mine alone. 

l.odore hanger Station 
1966 

F.A. Patterson 
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Thrcuf;hout most of the latter part of the 18th century, the • 

.S-o<~rdsh Government in t1exico was atter:JDtillf to open a lr.nd route to 

C<.J if0rnia. U1e missionary nriests were building a long ~trine of 

ch'.ll'Chf'~ throu.ghout. the southwest, rr.:o into California4 The hostile 

tribes of northern Hexic~ blocked the direct route. For this reason, 

at~,cntion centered on the loP.ger and inJ.irect route that ~·an throli£h 

Cn J\1ly 29, 1776, a part~· of ten men left Santa Fe .. Their leader 

'1-IGS FaJ,her Francisco Domir-t::uez ~n;;;pect.or of the proYince of Santa 

~vange1ino. The real organizing force behind the expedition was 

Father SUvestre Velez CF. Escalante \.rho kert the journal. He bmned 

••i. th the desir·e to see the desert lJ.nds that his friend Father Garces 

hc::d trave! ed, and to establish contact with the missions in California. 

Tb.L party, 'Was the first rcc Jrd ed exped::. tic n to stand on the ·.:.r.nks 

of the Green River. 

There is a tradi tior: +hat the &oanish were in Bro\or.l' s Park as 

early CJ.S 1650. No support for this ha~ "b~~sl found, yf:.•. it is hard to 

determine the exact ruoount of Spanish k."llwledge of the American South­

vest. 'I'rading p~~rtie~ as well as missionar.r priests wandered through 

the nrca. 





., ... 

~!nlikc~ hi::; (:cdico.ted :1ssistn~t, Domincuez ha.d a differ·cnt v:!.~z 

0f tw.' DUlT·osc of the e::1'cdit:\.('ln. Before l0avinr,, he wrote to the 

Govcrnor 11 ••• l!~or e·rcn thou;:::1:. ·.-:c :nay not achieve cur ~urro~c 1rhich 

:::.s to explore a read from this kii'.(;dOm to !·bntcrcy much adv;-,ncc uill 

b.; m,'lde b:,· the knowled~c we can acquire of lands thrcueh which we 
., 

c:hall tr<wel •••• "For him, this was tc be -~ trip of o·.1re e:;q,lo:ration • .L. 

Cn the ~-:.igi:t of Sept. 8, the party camped in the southern end of 

Dour;las Cany<;n, 1ne:r were reading in a eenerally northwestern direction 

The next day they were en the ~.-/hi te River east of KanEely where they 

found a vei'1 cf ::.enustete, an indication of gold. Escalante rerorts 

this, then adds, 11 ••• en this 1n2tter we as<>ert nothing nor will we asee:rt 

anything be~aus~ we are not experienced in mines and because a more 

det2iled cxc.r'.in.'1ticn thd.n the one He were able to car:r-J out on this 

occaiscn is c-hmys ~ecessary. 11 . .. 
The:· continued north for the nc:x.., thr'.'l-e days. Cn S€!J+. 13th, 11 

••• 

AbN~t eleven o 1 clock i:1 t,hc rr.orniP.[; we set out fr0m i._'_le A::royo c:e ~ 

Cibulo thrcuch the -al.:in uhir;h li~;;s at the foot of a Ertall sierra ••• " 

IJ-,ey traveled 2.bout S leaGt<es, or q:proximately five mil12s and reached 

a h.rG2 river .,.;hich t r,ey called the Rio de San Buenvomwentura 

11 ••• This l~io ae S.;n huenave:1tura is the le>rgest river we have 

crossed Lthey did net cro~s it until the 16trJ aPd is t11e same one 

-.,..-hiclt Fray Alonso de Posada, who in thE> (pas£\ century was custodian 

-1. bolton, Herbert E., hgeant in the 1/Uderness:The St<->rv of the 
E!:cc-l;;nte I:~xned:i.tion ... 1716, 1Jtah 'HistOrical ~rterly, -Vol lvTir,-

1,2,3,h, l9SO. p. 10. Hereafter cited as Bolton, Escalante DiaiJ:. 
All quotes ~rom th& E~:alante diary are taken frcm this book. 





J. 

of t.his cust(ldia of NL:'tol Hexicc, says in e. re~ox·t d~ vided tho Yutn 

n;,tlnn f'rom the Cum.anche, acc~~rding to th~ datF which he gives •• • 

Tl,~ river enters this rne<-dow between two high cliffs which a1 ter 

.fanning a sort cf corral, cr rr1e so c1.use together that one can scarcely 
, 

~8c thP cmeninc throur,h which the river comes. ••• 11 "• 

i::scc.fnte believed that they ••ere in an entirely different water-

:::hc::J from the Colorado. This is shown in the ma;::s that Don Bernardo 

l·:i.era y fachEo -- the foremost cartographer in New Srain in his tiirle 

drCoi of the land the e>q·edi tion had d~ SC0Vere(i. Jo 

'J.'he narty crossed the river on the 16th jus\:. outside the boundary 
I 

of DinosF.ur National f-:Omunent, about a mile uns ... Jream from Brush Creek.u. 

'll1ey tur:-~ed southwest leavi:l[; the area, bec~use they .feared an Indian 

-~bush, which they susnected their guide had arranged. 

ihe name Green River app:rently was apolied by the Spanihs. f'acheo 

affixed the name llateau Sierra Verde to the Yamra Plateau region on 

his maps. l"lOst of the american .fur tr·apr;ers called the riv-er Seets 

Kadu. Daniel Potts, an early tra~ner in the area, in a ~~tter dated 

July 7, le26 wrote, 11 ••• After crossing the above mentioned strearo 

2. Fray Fosad~., in 1686 1--rrote the In.forme, at the request of the 
kin& of Spain. This book is a fair suiTIJTlary of what was knc•:n o.f the 
geography of the South~.;est. Escalante docs not say ...,'hich part he 
refers to. Ii: an ee.rlier discovery of the Green hc..d been ~c1e, it 
probably have been nea_'er the Colo1·<oo River. 

3. See C. Gregory CralliDton, "The Discovery of the Green .H.iver," Ut,ah 
Historical Quarterly, Vol XX, Qctober 1952, n .30!LJ10. For a re:­
orocuction of ~he Pacheo map se~Bolton's Escolante Diarl• Escalante 
never reached the Ehores of the LJreat Salt t:nw, bcrt he 1ew 
:;f its exif'tence; and Pacheo include it on his maps, believing 
the Green flowed into it, and tlta. t the lake 'Was in turn an arm cf 
the Pacific Ocean. 

4. Cram!)ton, op. cit., 307. Bol t.on places the campground too near the 
quarry. 





~i Lc Horn hiveiJ we took a more westerly direc ticn over hich rolling 

;>rairies §oth Par,sJ to a :;mall branch of a consider1blf~ river known 

t-o us ~y the name Seet~ Kadu, and to the SDanards by Green River and 

i.s sur rcsed to di:JchBrge itself into the Bay of California. ••• "5. 

Durinp: the next )0 yf-an, exce;rt for an occasional tradine party, 

the SpaniGh mcde little use of the knowledge the expedition had brought 

back. In 1811, Barcn Alexander von Huml:loldt published his folitical 

Essav £E the Kingdom of Ne1.; ~in. This authori.tative book, by a renowned 

German schol.:r, was based on ~-~search the author did in the archives 

of New Spain. He had access to Escalante's Journal and incoroor.:J.ted 

the material into his book and accompany-~ .... I"'.g m.nps. This put tht. final 

authoritative seal on the myth of the SE!?arate coll!"se of the Green 

River. The resul tins confus5.on, as partiPs tried to reach the Pacific 

'~a the Green, lingered until Powell's expedition of 1869.6• 

In the early 1820s, the Colorado B~si~ ~~ea became the scene of 

a11 intense- rivalry for the fur trade. Mexico, after raining h inue--

nenden~~ from Spain in 182~, reversed the long 5tandir.g polirJ" b2rring 

American fur tra; pers and welcomed men like Will!.am Wolfskill, WUli:;un 

Huddart, aaU. Etienne Provost, the fir~t great trrpper of the Southwest. 

Littl<? i::; known in detail about their act~vities, but it is certr.in that 

these men were on the Green River prior -~ 1825.7 • 

5. Horgan 1 s Ashley, 148. 

6. C. Grecory Cr:-l"'];)ton,"Hmrholdt's Utah, 18jl," Ut~ Historical Qu.:u-terl.Y 
Vol XF.VI ;,.;., ,July 1958, 269-281. 

7. For a good surr:rn<:ry of the eC'.rly Spanbh .American traders in this 
area, see the chapter on fur traders in ~roy and Ann Hafen's 
Old Snanish Trail. 





C;:;n<·Ck in either l7C.2 or '06. He '1-las a member of the firal~ lrrgo party 

0f A.rncrice1n fur trt<npers to reD:::h the Front hanee of the Hockies in 

ltl~. e. It is knc·\ffi tl;2t he was tr-;;pning wHh hh -::art.ner Leclerc 

·on the Green as early as lt::'!.. :;;u ':':•a::/ hrve been there a. yer·r or twc 

e-E.rli:.·r.9• 

There is no indic2tion that either Provost or Leclerc was an e~ 

nl0yee of General Ashley. Provost rna int~ ined ~. lPrge cern an:·. Another 

early tca-;::;:rer, Pegleg Smith, mentions tht>.t Charles Hcp-:-er wc:s in Taos, 

New Mexico, in February of lt25 with 25 men of the Provost Corr.Dany> 

and thpt they '1;;d been tr~umir..g alcng the Green h.iver and thrcughout 

the Great Basin.lO. 

As :,:et there • .a~ been no real attenmt to descend the Green Hiver. 

rrovost wc.nd0:-eC: all over the region -- he ~y have anticip.:t8d JL."!l 

B~idger 1 s discovery cf the Great Salt Laks by a short period, and 

either he nr- s:: "if.: of his tr~rpers t:>rc bably h;-d gotten into Er0·..rn 1 s 

l';,rk. 'ere again, there ~s dmnly no record. 1'he fur trtpper~, like 

tre Indio.ns, -were CC'ntent to le."VC the green River a1c:ne, not attcnmt-

i:>g tc run the crnycns. It t-.'culd t<ke a r.:re sort cf man to do thvt. 

8. Lercy Hafen/ r.v:.cuntain !-:.On before the Mc-rmons", Ut2h Hlstorici'l1 
-.uc:r·ter~, V01 XX'VI, u JG9. 

9. Daie I·:.OrgPn, ed., The west cf ·,·iilli~m Ashlev ••• , 196~, Ftnt 11151, 
p 277, Here2fter ci~.ed r-s }".Qrg~n's .A,!:hley. This JTJ.?gnifi~ent 
volume deding with the e2rly fu:- traCine activities of ;,he His­
SC\'ri Fur Cc·r.nBIT'J is a must fer anycne workinG in thi.s eren.. 

10. Sec 11 iiecollccticns of h?r;lee S:r.i thn printed in Hutching! ~ Cali­
forni~ 1-.';;gpzine, January 1861, Vel V, 319, quote from Horg<Jn's 
Ashley, 'J 279. 
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•dlliom Asnlc~' >>< ~ a rare sort of rn:m. In .:!11 hl:; lTllHlY <::-recrs 

h3 seems t<.' hP.ve been notec for his hcnesty, hi::; fairrL.::;c, as n leader 

of pcn
1 

nnd };e ;·csscss( d r.cre thc:n his sh0re of co"tCrage. ie'w one can-

n0t helr -..:cndcring lf Ashley h8d known the condi ticns he wc~·"lcl f< ce 

i:1 the ~<nycns, he '1\culd hnve bothered to tn8ke the attem::-t ~t a11. 

':11~:t he rtt•·rmted Fnd sacceeded the trip in ll frrdl buffalo skin boet, 

neither losine; c.. mPn cr ;:: bo<1t -- but as ;.;e shall see c,~ming very clor.o 

tc gt:Lt.ing h:mself drC' .... 'Tied -- 0nly mPkes hi-:; fec>t all th~ mC~re rem;crk-

a ole. 

1~ kncwn ~ortrP.it of ~he men exists, but Fredric Billion describes 

him as " ••• .~-. rr..:1n of mediur.. height, say about five feet r.~ne inches 

cf lifllt frPl1f', his "cibht F.ig;ht hc:ve been from cr:e hundred rnd thirty 

five :.c cne hun.::red rnd fcurty :"0Ul1ds, thin ft>ce prominent n.c:::e •••• 

Had Genercl .ksLley b€'en an indolent man he doubtless would h~ve been. 

a dysne:Jtic, but frcm his restle~s and 2-ctive d:isp<'sition, ccnstc:ntly 

011 the IT'IC'V'? end lrNn his V;-riC·US w~suits he WaS eng:: ~Sed in ••• he. found 

t . +- b . k "11• no lme v~ e SlC •••• 

Asr,lay got into tne fur trrde vic: the b?ck dcor. He htd bE::en a 

genercl in the ~liti&, Lieutenant Governor in Missouri, e f~rmer, 

before he went J Yltc oarkwr::-tin with Andrew Henry, o."'ho was cor.vir~ed 

that the sre< • tvve the ~l'":''er Yellowstone We>s gocd fur country. 

At first there was little success, and by 1e24 Ashley was terrib:::.y 

b dPbt, ho.ving borrowed all he could to sushin the ccmpPny. Th2t 

11. .:..uctcd from :xxvi, J.~rt:c:n 1 s Ashle·r, who quoted from Fredric Billiol'\., 
"1> few brief note~ of r:y -:::cr sonal knoulcdge of Gcnl ·l'i:1l H Ashley 
(Billicn Collectio:1, Hisf'r-Hr:l. IIi.''' t~r:l.cel Society); printed in J 
Thom;;s Scharf, Hist0ry 2f. St louis City ~ Cc\mt;r (Pt:iladelnhia 

1883, 2 vch. vel I, 196-·)7 ). 
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ye:, r· t.hc newr; of a discovery oi , new ; ::>cuth" Fass thrnur•.h th~ r..cck-

iP~ -- f"cuth cf the n<?:os th;,t Lewis end Cl.r rk hed used.-- herc.lded 

the nossibj 1itr th<-t this mir,ht be the rcute to unt<>t>p~d bee;ver rrer s. 

~0 A!"hley detf'rmj_ned to stc-ke ever;thing en one 1:-st ex-oedi.tion to 

reccun his fcrtuncs. 

'i'he~e •tere the cirr.uJ·'lst<:1Ce~ the>t brcught Ashley to Uw Green 

He reached the river en April 19th 
12. 

ccv~ry, lockin~ for bcrver sicn. 

and sc,w "· •• I' r<lnGe of mcuntr·ins at a gret't dist;nce s~y tiC-50 miles 

scutherly ••• "l.3. which w;:s the fhst reccrded sighting of the Dint£s.l.L. 

As:r.:.ey divided hie p2rty intc four grcuns and, keening most of 

the rnerch.ondise himself, set abcut oren::- ring to descend the ri\rer in 

buffalo skin teats. On the 22nd, 2ll fcur '!:.larties f:et cut, but they 

were instructed to rr.eet r.n July lOth P.t a soct abC'ut 100 mles dow-n-. 

river, 'Ih5.s w~s to bf: the first rendevcus of the fur tr.,de, .e. notable 

0vent for the next lS years.l). 

5lowJ.y Ashl'::!y worked his wny doNn the river, trapping a~ ha went. 

Three times he stc"':led tc crche gccds. Cn Hay 5th he re~ched the mcuth 

12. The chrcnolr~y in the Ashley Diar:-r is b~ ·Uy confuse6. Tc quote 
but 0ne t;.XcT.'!le: in 18!?5 1-lc:y Pth wrs a Sunde:~:; Ashley h;s two 
entries for Frid;-y, May f:. P.c;ther than attemp(. t~1e almost im­
ncs.sihle t:osk <"'! strri..gP.tening out the chronolof;Y, I've left 
it 2s it is in the di2ry. 

13. l-iorg~n 1 s Ashle_y, 106. 

14. It is prob2ble that the Uint: s had berm ~-~rhted sometime before 
by either l'rov~~st or scme of .1.1.s cnn~;n:-·. 

15. The first rencevcu~ wc-s held ~·t Henry's Fork of t~e Green. There 
is no evidence tho. t. Brown's F;:rl-: W<::E' ever e d te of the general 
..-endevous of the fur tr:>ders. It lt:y off the ~·,;;<ten n~th between 
the centers of the trade. 





• • 
" •.• The~e mrLnt£in[~ DI"eF>ent a mcst gle("'lmy scene, .. ~.~ey are entire reck, 

.:. ,OC·0 !cct cut cf their crevices grows a snecics of dwarf rine e-nd 

(_ .· 1 ~;r··:tine; over -- on the otbcT side so steeD ani rugged a::: to ;)re-

vent the nnssrr.c cf r~..c_~n over ther.;. -- t.be rockf' :.ha~, ftll in the river 

frcrn the ·.:[lls of the Mcuntt ~n ~~ke t.he r.;ssing in scme plcces dtrlfer-

• ' 1 t th nl6. ous -- vnnoy unn_easan wc>a .er ..• 

On l!ay 7th Ashley enterf:"C Erel.'Tl' s Bole. He doesn't l"lEnticn Brcwn 1 s 

Hc.le at dl except to ccrr."ent en the t.n~Ufands cf Indions who re;:ently 

hoc wintered there,l?. Two dr.ys l&ter he e~tPrec Locore C<~·on, 

The next day (Hey lOth) Ashle;.· ••rites ",,,Proceeded dcwn the river--

at the distance cf 2 miles the river bec,·m~ EC verry b~d th2t ·.:e :Je"-

fcrned 5 porttge of 2 hslf mile which in consquence of the rcughness 

of the Eide of the m~unt2in rl0n~ ~~ich we were obliged to oa~s ~de 

it extremely di~ficult r•nd tecicous -- thee" m<-y well be Ct lled the 

hocky 1-~cuntrins for there is ncthi:~.t; but }~·untains of rocks to be seen 

17, Juc.t ,;ho hcd wintered there is ctill scl".dhinz, of a :nyrtery, 
Horg;on susnectc they 1ncy hn·e been the lilwshoni and Hot the Utes. 
(It is worth notin,; that accorcing to Ashley the ccuntry arcund 
the Green all the we.y dC'•,:n t0 the Y;;r.mc: w~s claime<i by the Sho­
shoni,) If sc, the Shoshoni renged furth~r th;n hEs been pre­
viously sunposed, T" sunrort his theory Moreen notes that the 
Shoshoni first made contact with the !lew Mexic<n frontier where 
thPy were kncwn as the Comcnches Sozoni i:l 1P.2S. (See ftnt 1:1 
n 274, }!organ's Ashley,) 





9. 

l'w·tially covered wi tha ciwarf nf ,;,,dar& pines - v•.oJPnt. wind with 

snow & rain ••• " The>t .snow stcrm 1vould nlague them f<)r the next two 

dnys.1e. 

Cn the evening of the 11th, they c.::unped just a·t..'<lve Triolett Falla. 

L'ut C0!1ditions W€re ver:; bad." ••• at many of these :-l::>ces the river 

~r not more than fcurt;: or SO yards wide holii".e ov?r ro::ks t-ri th 

[acleted: tre:-.cndo~ ~tcrlined: erec:t 7 v1vlence some of rcy men 

a~·e the most skilfull of waterr.,en or I ·~ould net have proceeded at all 

i::ve:1 "-i th the ~ty c;:: noes ;:e are now desti tnte of nrcvisions ani lmow 

not ;.;hen we sh.sll be able to get where we can suplly ourselves- ••• 11 19. 

,;:1c: t must they 1->a-,;e thoueht as they tackled ii : l' s Half I·;ne and 

Triplett Falls on the 12tL. 'I"nat day trey m.&de oTily thre:e miles. How-

ever the worst "as over. Cn ··~edne~dny, Hay 13th, after eit;ht miles 

of relatively quiet river they passed Ste2mboat Rock and the juncticn 

of the Green and Yampa Rivers. Ashley ~~ed the Yampa, ¥~ry's River. 

This was probably in memory of his f~.rst wife who had b€en named Hary. 2) • 

:r.J nN• there w~s little interest in beaver sir:n, which was good 

but not S!1ectacudy gocd. '.Lne party was des;-:eratcly rhort of fcod. 

'.lney pushed on do~.n the river, shooting ~n:,- rou8h rassace-; ·u.at, before, 

the:,.· Honld h.s.ve porW.t;ed. In Island Park things ber,~m looking ~'P· For ;.ihc!·c 

t:.hey caJllDed they saw their first fresh buffalo sign since they had entered 

the canyon. The next day Ashley killed a bulTab, and it can be imegined 

everyone ate greedily. 

lC. horean 's Ashlev, llCJ. This was Disaster Falls. The w.~eckage that 
Powell saw in 1B69 was that of william Hanley( see below) .. 

19. l'ioq:;.«n 1 ~ Ashley, 110. 

20. 1'he early trarpers called the Yampa Bear River. Today this name '_5 

oreserved o~~y in Bear Canyon, one of the side canyons. 
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Cn the l~'tJ· they r'e!';urned the j0urney, enterinG SnH.t, Honntr:in 

Canyon. here di~8f;ttr, ,.;hich had followed them so ~losely for dry<:, 

n!'a!"'ly str,_ck. ~thilr• thcotinr, a f;:;lls th;-t they cruld not ncrtq~e, 

J.shley's boat ..:~ilJ.ed with water. If it h:-dn't b.:-en for the fcrtun:.te 

crnbirr,ticn cf a Drovic.ent river eddy rnd two c·f tr.e most active men 

1 ot· I c.:.n nc.t s>,·ir.l ·~ rr,:· cnly hone vrrs thc.t the boat wculd not . • u 
Sl.nK••• 

the e;:peci ti0n •:cl·ld nrob<.bly hr-.ve bnen ;d thcut a lea de:-. By eveninG 

shi;ned a r.cnsidPrable 2!'1C'Unt o.f >lcter, th~>y c;;mned for the night, 

;:: bc1.:t one-fcurth rd.le above the grer: t bero in the Canyon. But the 

end ;.;r.s in sit:;ht. The next morninG ttey hc:d only a porte>ge of 100 

yards c:nd then they •;ere out of the c:: ny0n. 21. 

In trivTil""h Gener<l Ashley returned to Hisscuri, where r'{S m~jor 

interest h&c' c.h>e>ys been. He h.::d enr'Jr;h tc Day .sll his debts as well 

as to IT:<:ke him a rich !!':an. (Soma rc~ular eccc-unts nl:ocEd his fortune 

c:.t .,plCo,ooo.) He sold hie: interest in the }iissouri Fur Company shortly 

2L Ho11 ::ruch 'uecc:ne knc:m t:cn•or.:ll:;' about. Ashle·.> 1 s e:-..-oedition i~ un­
cert<>.in. At least one p~rty -- <>cc,.,~·f:inr; k, the San Frc-ncicco 
D2ilv Alt~ C<-liforni<'-, June 2P, J058 -- attenpted to descend the 
~ in le31. Luis A:nbrose c:nd .lose Jessum •rere tryint; to ··e­
ne~= ·r. :1.shley 's tri7', in a cc:noe. The c<noe w.::.s ~rrecked end they 
hrd to clirrb 0ut of the canyon to s:-ve themselves. Norgan's 
hshlSJ, ftnt 1)2, p 279. 

Denis Julein, in 18.3<'5, ;;.ttempted to explore the lower parts of 
the Green Canyons. Little if> known <>.bout his trip ancl it is sur­
mised he m;-y h<.ve lo~t his life. SP.e the ar-ticle by ~arles 
Kelly, ·in ~ Historic~ 1 ~uErterly, Vol VI, 1933. 
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aft.t·nrards c::nrl re-entered rolitics, servinr; }l.i~sourl EHI a meJllber of 

the U.S. House of ReY res en ta ti ves. 

Ashley 1 ~; name io: secure in the annals of ;.ref:tern exploration, but not 

for his descent of the Green Rj ver. He, more than any othl~r, pioneered 

1T'.any of the routes that first the mmmtain rnan, and later the settler 

<rculd fol1ow. 

S"rnetimc arot:nd 18.?5-'36 a trarrer was cau£;ht in a large valley in 

nortr:..;estern Color~" do b~r the >>'inter's sncw and cidn 1 t get out ·:.. .. :.:', 

s·rint;. He liked the area, anr! lived there off and on~ fer several 

years ~i th his Ararahoc sq1]<.>r, 'R-i r n.::ne -.:as Baptiste Bro•m, and the 

a•·2:; h<'s sL'1ce been called Brown's Hcle. 'Ihis ~-:as al:lparently the same 

man who u,der tho name Ea!Jtiste Cbarleyfce (Charlifou, Charlifoux, 

and other s1·ellint:s) was one of the lE-aders of the band of horse thieves 

that plagued Califor"'lia during the 1e30's.22. 

The first rer-.nanent settlement in Bro•m 1 s Hole was Fort Davy Crockett. 

This trading post was established -- probably in 18;5 -- bJ three partners, 

~illiam Craig, lbillin Thompson, and fruett Sinclair (St Clair). The 

no~t ~as loc~ted on the left ba~~ of the Green hiver cbove Vermillion 

22. Se..:: Hi".fcn and !lafen, vld Snanish Tr<:.il, G:-lanter f. But ~c~<:re 
~nh.:m, Cv.r ~ of ,!OC.nc., p 13. lhere is sone ccnfudon as to ;(r;cn 
crcvm first entered. the :alley. Dunham 'fllcces hL":l as ec.rly as i.G24. 
To com:'ound tho problem, tl'ere <'-:··.ears to h2ve bec;1 t.:o :L.:rov;n.C. Ear;tiste 
brought Bible Lack Brown back fr~m Ft Brid&er in l[u2. Unfcrtu.nately 
Dunhc:m does not cit.- ;>:·y ;.<thority for this thesis. 

Haicn, Leroy, 11 Fort Davy Crockett, 11 Colorado li.-'1c:azine 1 Vol XXIX 
u:!., J~:.n 1952, nl7, (hereafter cited as !iafen, Fc:rt Davy· Crockett) 
quot5 n.~ ;'rom J. C. Fremont 1 s lter:C'rt of the Exrc0.i tion tC' the 

. ;tocky ~io,J:o~ etc. iiashingt00Wl6, 279-·Bo. -
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It is ns~uncd thPt Crccit; ct c:l built the fort but. there is nc 

df'i'inite nrN:f of this. ThP fir:ot license issued for:> post to trc:ce 

\-:itL the l:1di< ns at this snct drtes from 1832 r~bstract of Licenses 22 

Gent:.: 2 sess. Hcu<e docur:1cnt 101-t (Serhll 2.3uj]. This license w::>s issued 

t0 -~illi2m Sublette, cme 0f the neo"le who bc:ur:ht cut Ashley. It ia 

nrcb<·ble thc-t trc:cr was trkint:: oJ;oce, whether or not frC':n nerw.nent 

buildinG~ is not clec:r, bct..,een J8ck RobiDscn, a trc:der for Sublette, 

a:~d tLe Incians. Sinch.ir ern definitely be Placed in BrOl:n' s Hcle 

nero: of :'.crthwest Color<. do thr~ughc;,:t the later lc ;o 1 s. The trrder 

Jo.ck l:Cbir.son remc:ined there tr<' ding guns c-nd whiskey for furs. Erow11' s 

Hole is sh··:ltered from the}..tnter 1 s snow • so thetranryers and the thcu-· 

s:onds cf Indians -- nredC'mi:n.Bntly Snake -- must hnre hrd one long orgy 

to pccss the time. 

But even ~ four-month-long "drur~" tends to get boring. The tran-

ners tr.cught CC'nditions- were borine in the winter e>nd riere continually 

1-tuntins for w;-ys to P<'SS the time. Perhaps the most unu~ual event 

h::npen£:d in th~dnter of 18 39. Joe t-!eek, is supra sed to hr ve led a 

~[.rty of trc.!)per~ 100 miles down the frczen Green River, not getting 

rut cf the c;nycns until they reached the mouth of the Uintc. River.
2L• 

L • • r- 11F D C k n F F ~ -2u. .tl<?.~ en, ort avy roc ett , p ;o qt;oted from • • deter, ~rlz 
Indian ~::r~ ££ Oregon. 
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Hcst. of the records of the existence of the fort come frr~ the 

mentirn ,,.,f it hy nPrties t·:ho p<' sscc throut:h on their w: y •:est to Ore-

f;\,11 or C2liforni<>.. 1'lwrncs l<'arnham, •rho rerched th1'ost C'n J.ucust 1:?, 

1~.?9, ciP0cribed it thus, " ••• The Fort is a hrllcw squa.:-~ cf one s~ory 

the ccnic~l skin lccscs of the ~qum.;s of the "·hi te tr<'nm:rG, ~:he ;.;ere 

''':r:: on t11cir f:-11 hunt, and e.lsc the lodr~e~ of 2 fe·.r S~kn InC:ir:ns, 

~;hr }>L c' Prccccdcc'. their tri1Je to this their' .... :int.cr hc-unt •••• 112S• One 

1'hc fort N;:or: I'lC:::tly out~irle the mr-in c.xis of the fur tr.:-.de, h~t 

.r the trrde ber:; n to decline (c::l lf:E), parties en their ·o~ay west 

~efirn tc st0~· frequently in Bro•m 1 s Hole. In lcL2, ;..•e find a trr·~pit'.g 

An0re;.; Sublette, l~te ~f the well-know~l firm of Velas1ue~ 2nd Sublette, 

wc..s thrnl:gr. the v:-lley in lPLiJ l&dinf; a p2rty trcoveling to Crogon ~ 

recover their he<lth. Frern0nt ,;~s in the c:.re:' in the snrine of lfLu. 

In lfL9' a part:: ci' Cherokee Indi:>ns idntered in ~rown Is nclf'n their 

u::-:· to C;;:lifcrnit::. These ;-;ocre but a fe~-t cf the r-.::n~· parties that -;.;ere 

thrcuc.h. 

Cr::; ig Is partner s~nip broke U!J in lPhO. The decline 2Hd ciSB.P:le;- r-

a.nce of t!1e .fur trPde had someth-ing to do •nth it, cf ec-urse. But the 

25. Hnfcn, "Fort Dcrv~· Crockett" p 
~ 'ilestcm rrairier;, in K. 
Tm vels, llHII, 252-53. 

18 quctinr, from T~vels in the 
G, Thw~ites ed., ~arlv w~tcrn _-.._. '""""'..;.._:.-=...;;.; 
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lTk"jor n·ason was the rnrttt'r of s0me stt:'lcn hcrser. In Oct0ber 18.?9 1 

Sicux Indi2ns rl.'ided the valley, ste; line abcut 50 het1d of horse~. 

This ~.·2s in retdiPtion fo1 the murder of one of their chiefs. Some 

of the tr:-.pper:=, led by rhil ThornrJson, decided to re!1l;>ce their hor:::es 

by :::tc~.liTl{-: some from the Snake Inci[.ns. 

The rest of the tr<:npcr~, when the Snakes C0rrt:=Jlr:ineci of their loc:::, 

mar .. "'lgcd to r-C'covcr the horses. But this str2ined the pe.rtnership. 

Thc.t w;inter,. he.::.Ii ng thc:t the Sioux were nlannin& a rc-id into the v;ll•.y 

in force, the ''hi tc trappers bec2me uneasy and beg;-n to clee.r out. 

A -;:);rty of 20, led by E. H. Snith and two trzder .. , left the fort en 

Janu2ry 20th for the forts on the Scuth Platte. Two weeks later <n­

ether party heeded fer Fort Hall. 'l'h2.t !'>Pring a 1-lr. \ialker nl::>nned 

to tcke a ~:•cun down the Green hiver to California. He neYer rnBde the 

tri·\, cut inst~c went overland, re<ching California in leL.l. Cr<ig 

went to CreGan in the surrncr of 18!.!0. Thom:rscn follo•:ed two years later. 

Sinclair is re;::orted in C2lifc-rni:: in 1843. 

Fort Davy Crcckett H<>.S c.bandoned. It disappc<red so completely 

that tod..-•y no tr:ce remc.ins. Nest of the c<rly se+,tlers in Brown 1s 

Hole believe it never existed. 

~-iith the collapse of the fur trade, once :1gdn an era ended. 

The way W:-S open fer the ~.nflux of settlers into the wezt. And they 

came, drawn by the thcusands, to a J~gic place c;lled California. 

Most of them knew little about Cdifornia, except there was gold there, 

sc nruch that if a men but got to the nromised l<nd, ?11 he '•ould he"ve 

to do was to pocket it and beccme rich. Willir.m Mclnley was cne of these. 

P~nley and a company of seven w~re on their way west. At Fort 
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EridG£:r they hc:rd thcli ... the Green Riv::r flc>:ec into U11' cr,,li' of C<>li-

fcrnia. Dcs-:')ite kncwing little 0f the conditicns of the Green, to snve 

themselves ;: long ovcrl[•nd journey, they decidul to der;ccnd th<:! rtvc·:. 

They left frcm Green niver, viyoming, en a converted f<!rry boat. 

The ferry wt1s lost in Hed Ce>nyC'n. SomehcH, ld\.h crude hnndrncce c<'noen, 

they ftruggled through the cr.nyons of kccre and Snlit Mm.mtc..in. ln 
the Uint; Basin they were met by a Ute Indten chief •:he persuaded them 

t..o Gi '>:e ue> the trio. From there they journeyed ove:'l:ond to Salt 4ke 

City, ...:here the liormons put them to work on the founde>tions of their 

Tcr.rle. The next yenr they joined the oarty that gave De::th V<::lley its 

26 nune. • 

Bro:m' s Hole lay empty anct waiting. Settlers drifted into the V<' ll~: 

one by one, rno.:Ot of the influx ~fter the period this pc.per s::e:ns. "Uncle" 

Sr..m B2.ssett was 't!Orking a0 a scout c-:1.ong the Overland Trdl a:~d wc.s 

throu£h. Squaw 1-lc>n Jimmie lteed wc:s beginning ~uild 'Ut' a cattle herd 

and p~sture it in the win~er in Brown's Hole. In 1P68, Jesse Ewing, 

H. h. He-ck :-nd three to four others len, Green hiver, Wyomine, by boat. 

They '~-'ere not settlers in the strict sense cf the w"Ord. Hook ·.,as lost 

in the river between Flnning Gorge :-nd Brown's Hole. He was buried in 

a gr=ssy vc=lley which for yec:rs w~s referred to by theloc<l settlers as 

Hook's Hole. 27• 

. '· 1·/ 
26. 

. t t ·~ 

1~rc<n 's Ashley he: s c- slichtly diffE':rent version. Hanley neve:' made p;.::.:--;;.;.. 
i thro1.:;:;h lodcrc .C.::nycP, but hrd to climb Otlt ~t Up-f:r Disaster ~ Yl t 0 ~ ~ 
F~:lls after lcr-inr their boa·;;,s. It is obv:'.o<:s th::t the -;rrcckaec ~,c , ...... ~f 
ro;:c_ll S~H 0:1 his-first :Y<.:·.Y.~C~ _wai ~l<:'~nl~~;, s ;r::a not Ashley t s-.-- ~ Q. . 

It <e--::ns -~·tr;ncc thct i>owdl ·,;ho tricrl so h::rd to be correct on his 
r~cts, Missed so bpdly here. 

27. Eoy, Jr..mes, ~ Hisi::.£n: cf Brown 1 s b-k, unpublished m~muscript, 102. 
A good history of the e~rly ortgins of the settlers of Brown's 
Hole needs badly to be written. Rtght here seems to be the plrc~ 
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Bricc;r:r thc:r hc:-rd tlwt the Green r~ivcr flcv:ec i.nto U1P G1:1f of Cc>li.-

forni.a. Dc~i te knc~inG little of the conditicns of tbc Green, to r.ave 

th<:m~clve~ ;- lonr: ovcrhnd j0urney, they decided to descend the river. 

They left frc~ Green River, Wjoming, en a converted ferrJ boat. 

Tr.e f<>rry i.r<es lost in Hed Cc:ny0n. Somehcw, with cruJe handmcc'e c<noe!l, 

they st!".lbglec tl-:.rcuc;h the cr.nyon~ of kdore and Snlit }'lO,mtc.in. In 

the Uint: Ba.si!'l they \-:er..: met by a Ute Indi2n chief who persuaded them 

t.0 pve un the trb. From there they journeyed ove"1~:::: :,u Salt Le.ke 

Cit.:;, -..:here the H.,rmons ptlt them to work on the found<tions of their 

Ter;f'le. The next ye2r they joined the party tho.t gave Derth Valley its 

fi<,ne. 26. 

Bro:m Is Hole lay ervt:,r and -,;rc;iting. Settlers drifted into t::::: V[·ll~.· 

cne by <me, mc>st of the influx J!fter the periori this p~per s-:ans. "t;:-1cle• 

Sc;.m B?.ssett was uorkins ns a ~ccut ~long the Overland Trri- e>nd was · 

through. Squaw l~n Jimmie heed w;os beginning t~uild no a cattl~ herd 

and prsture it in the ~nter in Brow~'s Hole. In 1P68, Jesse ~~ng, 

H. h. Heck ~nd t:t--.ree to four others left Green hiver, liyoming, by boat. 

11"1e:.' r:ere not settlers in the strict sense cf the Nor-d. Hook was l0st 

in tbe river brt;.;een Fl;:ming Gorge rnd Brow~ 1 s Hole. He was buried in 

a gnssy vc;lley which for yec- rs w:-s referred to by thcloc; 1 settler::: as 

Hook 1 s Hole. 27 • 
ref. footnote 26, p~ 15 

1/15/70 

26. 

27. 

"The First ~ yeara of Adventure" by Floyd Patte:-son 

I:Orc~n 's Ashlc.J:. hc-s ? See pg 12 "Hjstorical Aspect.s of Dinosaur National 
by Harry B. Robinson Jan., 1954 Manuscrirt it throuch lN1orc C;; n 

F;;lls after lcsinc th in 
Fo;:cll srH o!'l his fir 
I ------.- ----

t Eecmc strrnce th2t 
fr-et~., missed so b;odl 

Hey, JHmes, ! History 
A gocd histcry of the 
Hole needs badly to b 

which: 
is stated that Manley reported f~nding a camp and 
wreckage of boats at Disaster Falls (named later) 
and a. note. Burned diary's of Manley resulted in the 
lose of names connected with this abandone1 equipment 
Thus, it would appear that the wreckage is not Manley' 
Thie information is footnoted and r~ferenr.ed as fol 
William Lewie Manley, Death Valley in •1+9 p. ?9 
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the c.rcc:, 2nd bec;m asldne inht:bit<:nts about it. f~<1.jor John Wesley Fow-

ell, nne cf the ·,•est's ere<t e:xpJorer::, we..s t:lt-.kin!'; rreoarnt.ie>n::: for a 

descent C'f not only the Green h.iver, but all the"FY doHn the Cr:l(JI<:d(). 

The rivf·r had fin2lly met its mrstPr. 

th~ oi~covEry cf the last Ulli'1l<\01!Cd river in the Ud ted St~tes -- th~ 

Ef:cc:l< nte, the rr..:nping of the l;1st unknown mruntain chain in -,he United 

St~ tes -- ':.-he Henrys, the e~lor":?tion oi' the Colcm do f'J.c te~u ere<>, the 

c::::tdJ::i.ishnent cf the Bure;-u of EthnoloGY, rmd on rnc 0n. E·ut n0:1c of his 

<>ccoB:~-li~hmcnts rival for sheer d.:!ring his descent of the Colorado Hiver 

a'1d it~ tributc:rie::::. 

The expe(ition cf 1£69 "'as done on a shoestrine. The eoverrJ'lent 

supplied no assist;-nee e:xce-t grantine I 01.;ell the rieht to dr~..-: r<.>tions 

for 12 r:en from ;;.ny anrzy post in the we::t. Much of what fin;;ncial su,..,:wrt 

there Wf' s c; me from the Illinois Nc,turc; 1 History Society, the Illinois 

Indu~tdal University, <md very sm2.ll gr<nts frcm the Ur.ivc-:rfity of Lni-

ca;;o <>nd the Smithscni<n Institute. Accordi::-:g to l'owell, "This summer's 

·' -:::1 ;-1ork /lff,~ will be devoted chiefly to the study of the gecgr<uhy ;;nd 

geology cf the V< lley of the Colorr co, the great ctrr'on district, the 

h . ~ f l . l . tl G d C t 1 ,... d t,28. c ~el o ~-; :lc 1 1.s . :c rrn ~nycn yc unexp O- e •••• 

to rr.cntion th<t the 11Rem:i.nisccn~es of Queen Ann" ···ubJizhed in the 
Cclor2do l~cnzinc bccinnin~ Vol XXIX #~, should b~ re?.d as fiction 
inst~d of 2s hirtor;. Are2 re~idcnt;: h~ve toJd me of rreumcnts 
they h<:ve -..;itnesscr. beb:ccn membF;rs of the Bassett fc.mily 2nd An."l 
Bas~ett, tryin.r; to get h'3r to tell the truth. 

28. Letter of Hajor fo·rrell, Hay 2!.., 1P69, tc- the Chicn:c Tribune. He­
nrinted in Utch Histcric;;l Qu<rterly, Vol"'~:';, 1947, 73-?h. All 
i"cwell 1 s letters <'re quc•tes from this volume. 





l.:;;li-:he;·cs, sc they <wulci crnt.i.nue tc flN>t i..f turneo f'Ver. Three of the 

bc2ts 1o~erc 0;k, the fnH·th '-IPS r-ine. They c;1rried food for tc·:-1 r.onthf', 

ECien~ific in2truments. 

The n~ rty rG' ~hed Little Brown 1 s Hole on June 2nd, fl nd two deys 

l;,ter re;-chE:d br<wn 1 s hole. l-cv;ell re':lcrtedly ren,mec,he vPlley Bro·wn 1 s 

!<rk, but ciirl not che>n.r,e the :12!'1€ C'f Little Browr. 1F Hole, which ~-snow 

on the r11aps simDly c-s Little Hole. Cn June hth the exneCi tinn arriveri 

in DroHn 1 s Park where they 11 
••• caJ·.J under a r,i<mt cottom;ood, st.onding 

en the rir;ht b2nk, a little w;-y bacl< from the stre<r.l. The rc.- t:'-· had 

succeeded in killing a fine let of wEe ducks, and durinp, the afte-rnoon, 

"'O 
~ mess of fish is taken ••• "L,. 

On June 5th Powell and ',iilliam Dunn climbed a sour of the toount~in 

to the right of the Green River -- nrsdbly n~rt of Diamond Mcunt?in --

to ~et 2. glil'ltDse r.f the ccuntry. PThese mr.untrin~ ere sll verdure cl;;:c; 

~ine ~nd cerl2r forest are set on green terraces; snow cl~d mcunt2ins 

are seen in the distRnce tc the west @intc,~ the nhins cf the un:>er 

17. 

Green stretch out to tr.e n<'rth until they are lost in the blue he;-vens ••• •.3°• 

29. Io~ell Generally gets credit f('r ren2ming Brown's Hole, Brow~ 1 s 
Pn.rk. It is just possible that while Fr.,;ell ren:·-med it, Ann Ba::'sett's 
mother rw.:de the n~me stick in loc::l usage. 

30. Powell, letter of Juhe 7, 1F69. It seems worth notine, th2t Fowell 1s 
enthusiarm aDper rs to run away with him. G. l. Brrdlcy in his di<>ry 
describes the d:y PS clC'ucy and r<iny • .Als0 1 ccmpare Ashley's descrin­
ticn of the same een~rr-1 territory. (above) 
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Tl:e next de-y Brc: dley wrote "Started er>rly this mornint~ ••• The rivf;r 

i~• SC' brC'<'d r nd still and the Find ccntrary thrt we he:,ve hrr! to row ~ll 

the F;y Pnd I feel quite wer.ry t0nj ght. 't~ould rether hr-ve ran....,ids 

th~n still wrter but I :~hinkt I shs.ll 'be accomcdr,ted, for we he~ve nnw 

re< ched the cane"' at the lower end of Brown 1 s Hcle and hf've c;;moed 

tonight Ht the m0uth of the Ctno1s.. It locks Hke a 1·cugh one for the 

W<'lls &re very l:ir;h ;;end str::ir:ht P.nd the sides <'re of sPnd-stone w.uch 

bn·::en w-ith serr.,~ bJt at the mout}1 ne<rly ne!")endicl11<'r; ••• u3l. The next 

c<:· tn;cll ;-nd Er;-dley c:imbed the cliff en the left sice of the river. 

Cn the ei[hth the ex;Jediti0n m tered the c&nj'Oh and lost their fi:-st 

bocot. The "No Harne" '1-:<S C<'W:t:t in the current and s1·:eot over the f<lls 

and crrcked ol"en en a bculder. Three men, the P.ot-rcrd brothers rnd Fre>nk 

GocdJr..an, nearly lost ~heir lives. The only things lost were half of the 

mes:o kit end 1/3 of their nrovidcns, and nll cf their b<:>rometers. On 

June 9th Jgk Sumner and Andy Hall succeeded in getting a goat to the 

l.Tec>·?ge end rescued n ••• a nc:ckage of thermcmeters, the baroMeter:::, and 

, three gcllon juG of whiskey ••• ". Powell decided since • ••• Ashley and 

his ncrty were wrecked here ~ii( end we h8ve lo~t one of our boats at 

the same i'l~ce, we adont the name Disaster Falls for the scene of so much 

• c "32. ner~l And lc~s •••• 

31. Er~dley 1 ci diury 1 June 6, Ut~h Historical ~uartcriy, VG/~ ;5. 

32. fm-·ell, ._rohn ~·ieslcy, The Exnlor::ticn cf The Cclort:do h.iver Dnd its 
C2:wons, Dover DUb 1961, reorintinf, the lt9S editior; nub by I<'lcC'd 
C>nd Hncent and the title C~nyrms (If the Color2do, n 158. .."his is 
under the hedding of June 12. See Biblicgrcphy for discursion of 
the Fowell materials. Hereafter cited ps Powell, CPny0ns of ~ 
Colorado. 



--------------------------- ---



1?. 

SloHly they strw;r,lecl on down tt·,e riv~r. They nort.r>vcc' Triplett 

F.:-11 on the fifteenth End m<!de a trc;il around Hell's fi<:llf Mile. The next 

dey wr,ilc lo·Hering the bo::ts, thPY nerrly lc~t the "K·dd of the Canon", 

which r.ot cFu~ht in the current. But by then they were Dfl:'it +..he l-Iorst. 

The oaty camned the night of June 17th at Hinpling Br0ok. ~hile 

iowell wps off ext'lC'rine the f<lcove whe>re the strePm flo;;ed from" ••. a 

;.;hirh:ind crtr.€'S scc:tterin£ the fire among the c!X'd .,;.news .:nd ced~,r r,prey 

;.nd ~oon there is 2. confl<lcarc:tion. The men rush for the bo.:-ts, let vir.g 

Ctll they can not reaaily suze, znd even then they have their clothinr, 

burnec and ·hair sirlbeci, and brc:riley has his errs scorched. The cook fills 

his arnr with the rnes~ kit, 2nd jQmning into a boat stumbles and falls, 

n,"' "''''Y go our co0king utensils into the river •••• loose on the :::trea., 

they @:e me;j must go down for the w?ter is -i;.oc. swift to Jll2ke hec:dway 

against it. Just belcw is a rronid filled with rocks. On they ~hontJ. 

no ch~nnel exolC'red ••• I che>nce to see them, but have not discove:-ed the 

dire, ••• Down the rocks I clamber :-nd run to the be>r~. ~hen I arrive they 

h£ve h:nded. Then \ie all go b::ck tc the lc:te CF.lTID to see if anything 

left bAhind ern be s~ved. Some of the clothir~ and bcdding ••• is found, 

c:.lfo a few tin cuns, b&~'ins, and::> c;omp kettle •• ,."33. 

None the worse for their exoerience, the men the next d2y rFn do~~ 

to the jur.ction of the Green and Bear rivers (Yampa). Thcct day Andy 

Hall ruggested thr.t the cc:nyon they hFd c0rne through be Celled Lodcre 

Gc;nyon, R sur;gc~tion th<>t fowell :-nd the rest accepted.34• 

33. l'owell, C<:Tl}·C'ns of the Colort1d~ 163. 
}'lf/Jt 

Ut;<h Histor ic;;l Quarterly, i07. Andrew Hall was H~ when he ll'.2de 3L. 
the first vcyage with Powell. He h~d ~lret:dy spent five yerrs en 
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Un the 19th l'owell and llr.:dley climbed "Echo Clift" (St2<mbc<"t ll(lck) 

!1:-ulinc him tl" with his undc:n.re;:r. The exryedition remrlnerl encc= .r.rJed 

at Echo Park en tht"' 2Cth "'hi1 e l0well went 0.ff clim1Jin£ r'.cuntdns : nd 

rener:-lly lcckine P-t the ~cenery. ~•bile en his hike on a ridge nee>r the 

cc!r.c cf l.ccc·.·c Crnycn, lowell frtmd r tn<'nument thflt. he cecidcd \i;;~ built 
')[' 

uy llm::;;n h.:nds, <:no he ucndered if Esc<lnnt.:: C0\lld h:-ve built it . ..)/• 

'i'he nc:rty rc< ched Islend 1';-rk on June 22nd, after stru;:::t;ling throuch 

;;h~rl:xol Cc:.nyon. They spent the next dc>y in cnm }o"'ell sick 

t~.e rest s-:cencing their time re.-,drinr, the borts. On the ~hth }ewell, 

nuch rccc v<:rec, v.·ent cl iJnbine · apdn. He climbed the mcuntdns to the 

ezst of their cc-mn 2.nd from there locked do-..'11 into Split Mountc:in Can-

yon where they l'l'!Dst go. 

The 25th c:nd 26th wer snent in running the canyon. They nerhans could 

hc:ve wde it in cne d<·y, but according to Bradley, Jack Sumner was ::::tck 

f:O they toC'k twc. The journey through the cc:nycn 'lo.";s smcoth going, as 

if the river hcd tired of them. By the evening of the 26th they were 

out of the c~ nyon. 

THo ye<.rs later Pct;ell was back, le::dine another e:x1"edition do;m 

his c~;n in the west, eng~£inz in everything froM Indi~n ~kirmishes 
to r2ising hell anytime he found it. He s~ems to hrve hrd some 
kncio~ledce of Engl:.sh liter<>ture and was f:cmili2!' with the poem by 
Hebert ~C'uthey. 

35. Po'!o."ell, Cc-nyons of CoJor::do, 172. This <'pnearE; to be the b2sis of 
the belief that EscFlante penetrcted as fr-r north rs the Lcdore 
C:1nycn area. 
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the Green ;.nn ~lore> de rivers. Op this trir he annl terl rneny of thP n.nmt~~ 

which rre in use tod;-y, hinrling EroC'k, Cliff of the Ham, Disaster F~ll.r:, 

etc.. -.. Hth his fir~t voy::lge, an er« ended. The mystery tht~t hrd hung 

ove1· the Green hi ver W?. s no more. Recorded, me2 sured, ex;: mined, named, 

it tack its place en themac of th£> expf'nding west. 

Tcd'Y a dem hfs been built in Flaming Gorge, :-nd the river is only 

p<:rt of wh;-t it w:-s when Ashleyanc lowell r;:n it. But, even so, when 

visitors hcr9 Pt DincsBur National }~numcnt shoot th~ r?pids, they too 

can find r.dventure on the Green River. 



l __ _ ---- ---------



A uaner of this nature is totally derendent on its sources. So a 

brit!f discussion of them is in order. For the Escalante Ex:r,edition I used: 

Bolton, Herbert, ed. ar.d trans., The Story of the Escalante ~xnedition 
~ the !_ntc!'ior B2sin 2 1776: ,!ncludinc the Dt.ar;c c:,nd Itine:·al .of 
r <.b11'Cr ,r,scalante, Utah TIIstorical l,,uarterly ~ol XVIII, Salt Lake 
.Gity, Utah, 19$0. 

CrD..rr.pion, C. Gre~ory, "The Discovery of the Green River," Utah Historical 
~U£~rterly Vol XX, Salt Lake City Utah, October 1952. 

T'ne Bolton is the finest edition of the Escalante Diar.r .. It is a culr.!ination 

of a lifetime cf ~ork by the editor. Cr~~ton 1 s article has value in that 

it corrects sorr;z cf Bolton's errors. 

For General Ashley I have used: 

Horgan, Dale, ed., The ·liest of ',iillicm ~ Ashley: the internaticn strug[le 
££!: the Fur Trade of ~ hissouri, .!!2!: hoc!<): r:lO"untains, and the 
GoJ.mnbia, withexrlcraticn beYond the Continental Divide, recorded 
in the di.arie and letters of '•liil~ AEhley and his contermcries, 
!822- ;8, The Cld 'rlest iublishing CO.ljl Denver 1 1964.' 

'.i:'h:i s m.?.gnificant volume approches the definiti·1e. key student of the 

ear~· fur trade shculd be familiar with this work. 

The source m<Jtcrial for i-owell' s first exvedition are confused. 

Por;ell'~ journ2l c'.oe:::; not e:r.ir;t prior to July 2, 1869. In his bock 

C;::nvon 1 s of the Colorado (187.5}. Powell has mvde the ':lroblem more complex 
--~~-- -- --- # • 

by COll'I;Jre:osint; his two voyage:: into one, and in gene.~al events ovE>r, 

sat.rificing historical accuracy for the sai{c of reader interest. 





• • 
J Olmll, Hc-:.jor John ·~esley, The l~xoloration of the Colorr.dC' itivor and 

its Cc.nv<Cns, Dov~r, New York, 1?61, nT'rint of Cnnycn8 of the 
C0'iorodo, l<'lood & 'iinccnt, Net·l York, 1P·9S. 

'The D.1rr~:h vrlurne c0.ntains much of the existinr, source l"!klterial fc.r the 

lf(<: e:>::"edi ti0n. Thic inc1••de, L. Y. Bradley's diary -- the only co"'!'lete 

t.L,~ tri,-,, Letters by 0thcr ncnbcrs of the party to nc\-::St urcrs etc. ;:;r1d 

1 cn:.ll ii( lur10 i[: the rn:.thor 1 ~ f::-1:'1 .....,.ord en u-.c subject. 

The histcr-,t of tJ-c Er0wn 1 s I ark re[iC>n is an area in which even angels 

shculd fear to tread. A Ec-cd hiE. tory is bcdly needed. T •• ~hat exists tcday 

hoy, Jatr.es, !! History C>f Brown 1 s ~~ unoublished ms , Denver Public 
Library, Denver, Colcredc. 

The Hoy isthe best available dccument Thisis by one of the earJy settlers 
• 

of Brown's t;-rk. It is well to remember that the Hoy's ha~ed the Basset.ts 

like the hcCoys hate' the H.atfields. So the Hoy dccu.n~ent can not be accepted 

as totally trustworthy. 

I have else had occaison to consult the fol.lod.n;;: 

Crnmctcn, c. Grecory, "Humboldt's Ut.ah, 1811," Utcll Historical C.ua,·tcrl;r 
Vol YJ,.tti tt 3, Selt Lake City, Utah, July 1958, 269-82. 



----- ------~--~ 



DunhLr.~, Dick &nd VivL;n, C'ur Stri'l of L,,nd: A Histcrv of Dn;;cett Cmmt;( 
Ut.c.h, Lusk Iiu'ald~ Lusk l~yonir1f, cl:/1•7.-

Hafen, leroy Hue ben, c..nd Ann Woodbury, Old Spanish Trail: ~ Fe to 
Los Anr,elcs, Arthur Clark and Co., Glendale California, l954: 

---..,---,-• To the F~ockies anct Crecon l839-h2, Arthur Clark anc Co., 
lilEncale Galif<.)rnia, lS'sr=-

Hafen, Leroy hue ben ed., T11e ~k>untc: in ~ien !:E.$ the Fur Trade, 2 Yols, 
Arthur Clark and Co.~lendale Califcr01a:-I9~ 

--.... ...., .... o...,l~x'"'"x.'"'"'vr 
"Hountr,in Men befcre the Normans," Utah Historical Quarterly 
r.4, S£,J.t Lake Cit~· Utc-ill, Cctober 1958, 307-28. 

----===-----,' 11 l·:Ountain l·~en: :lillic:n Craig," Coloraco Z..iagazine Vol XI ii5, 
Sc;~ tcr.bcr 19.34, Denver Color .::do, 171-76. 

Hill, Joser:.·h, "5pLnish and }:exican Exploration and Trade Northwest from 
New Hexico into the Great Basin, 11 Utah Historical 4uarterly Yol III 
ftl, Jan 1935, Sclt Lake City Utah, 3-23. 

l"l2.cleod, Bruce ar1d hJion, "I-lo.ce Nal'tes in Douglas ~:tn k'ca," unpublished 
ms·, Dinosaur National Honunent, Dinosaur Colcradc. 

i·owell, John iiesley, The Ex-nloraticn of the Colore: do ~' introduction 
and ed., ~allace-siegner,(atridged frcm f;rst ed;ticn 187~ UniversiiY 
of Chicago fress, ;rd ed., Chicago, 1962. 

Tyler, s. Lyman, "The Myth of the L8 ke of Copula and Lend of Teguayo, 11 

~tah Historical Quarterly Vol XX ~ Cctober 1952, Salt Lake City 
Utah, 313-JO. 




