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Ten Thousand Years in a Land of Lakes and Rivers and Mountains of Fire

Looking up fliuk Arm toward the mouth of the Savonoski River, Mt. Katolinat on the right.
View from Mt. Dumpling.

Don E. Dumond



Upper Knife Creek in flood stage, photo by Victor Cahalane, 1954.
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Bay of Islands, photeo by R. Belous, 1972, Alaska Task Force.
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THE MORE ANCIENT PAST - The Earliest People in Alaska

20,000 radiocarbon years ago, and on the
Kamchatka Peninsula south of the
Chukotka province of Russian northeast
Asia at least as much as 11,000 radiocar-
bon years ago (11,000 BC). ?

That the herds provided an inducement
for Siberian hunters to move into what is
now Alaska is suggested by the Siberian
resemblance of the earliest known Alaskan
archaeological remains, ages of which are
around 12,000 radiocarbon years, 12,000
BC in true calendar years. This was about
2,000 years earlier than the time of the final
flooding of the land bridge that was central
Beringia. 23 And although the woolly mam-
moth of the Pleistocene was evidently still
present in some parts of Alaska as late as
that time,4 and early people had certainly
pursued mammoths as prey in parts of
Siberia, there is so far no direct evidence
of actual mammoth hunting by the earliest
Alaskans. The very few artifacts made of
mammoth ivory could equally well be the
result either of hunting or of scavenging
from older skeletons.

And what manner of people were these
earliest known Alaskans? As of now, the
earliest of the sites known has produced
tiny elongated stone flakes skillfully
chipped from stone cores of carefully pre-
pared shape, a form of core that has been
called "wedge-shaped," with the derived
flakes called "blades" or especially
"microblades,” because of their small size.
As indicated, these are generally similar to
contemporary (and also older) artifacts in
Siberia, suggesting that they represent
the immediate descendants of people
moving into what is now Alaska from that
region to the west. Whether these Alaskan

Figure 11 - Microblades and wedge-shaped
cores of the sort typical of the
American Paleoarctic cultural tradition.
The scale is 15 cm in length.

microblades were solely intended to be
inset into the sides of bone or antler
projectile heads, as was the case at the
same time in Siberia, or were also used in
other way, is not certain.
Nevertheless, a very few bone points with
longitudinal slots on the sides presumably
intended to hold segments of such small
blades have been reported from some
Alaskan sites. In general, and as will be
seen, this set of Alaskan artifacts and
associated debris has been designated the
American Paleoarctic tradition. As also
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THE MORE ANCIENT PAST — Later Hunters: The Northern Archaic Tradition

few weeks before, which we designated
the Graveyard phase. What | had called
the Koggiung phase had included no
projectile points, so to satisfy a fit of whimsy,
| rescued Graveyard as the name of the
later phase especially so | could refer to
the projectiles as "Graveyard points.”

In later stages of the Northern Archaic
tradition, there was a tendency for the
projectile points to become more elongated,
and less strongly notched and stemmed.
Farther north in the Alaska interior this
development is reported at about
3000 BC, and, as we shall see, not many
centuries after that time signs of apparently
the same appeared within the Naknek
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Figure 15 - Recent NPS
archaeological investigations
at Kukaklek Lake have found
evidence of Northern Archaic
camps at the same location as
their Paleoarctic predecessors.
Photo by Dale Vinson 1999.

drainage region itself, on what was then the
bank of Brooks River near its mouth.

But this introduces the subject to be
pursued in the following sections, as
present information regarding the cultural
progression specifically along the course
of the Naknek drainage system will be
outlined. The sequence itself was
diagrammed in Figure 6, which gives the
technical terms applied. It also shows the
progression of tephras or volcanic ash
deposits that were found to punctuate the
sequence, which in some cases may signal
eruptions that had important effects on
the humans who lived there.

Figure 16 - Stone projectile points of the Northern Archaic tradition present on the
northern Alaska Peninsula. Scale 20 cm in length.
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THE MORE ANCIENT PAST - First Heavy Use of the River:
The Gomer Period

obviously coastal way of life. A much more
clearly related Small Tool site has been
found on Kachemak Bay, off of Cook Inlet,
where the small campsite is dated around
2700 BC. '3 This certainly must have repre-
sented a southern incursion by Small Tool
people, but with that event any such
incursion seems to have stopped. There
is no more evidence to be had of their
presence in the region south and east of the
Aleutian Range.

The specific origin of these folk appears
most likely to have lain in Siberia, where
people of the Neolithic era made use of a
highly similar range of artifacts, although
they also were using pottery, which is not
reported at this time from Alaska, and thus
far none of their sites have been identified
near Bering Strait. The earliest dated
Alaskan Small Tool site is on the Seward
Peninsula, where it is apparently not later
than about 3500 BC and could be earlier.
The implication of the evidence appears
to be that these people had moved in
from Siberia to hunt within the far north-
ern tundra zone near the coast, where
some of them then turned to sea mammal
hunting and perhaps to occasional lake
fishing.™ In terms of what is now known,
the Gravels-phase houses at Brooks River
and the related sites at Ugashik Narrows
and the Kvichak River, all located on
watercourses with substantial salmon runs,
appear to be from later stages of the
Arctic Small Tool tradition — involving
people who had become adapted to fish
runs and lived in a fashion somewhat
more settled or sedentary than did their
earlier northern relatives.

Whatever the development toward
increasingly sedentary settlements, the
southern Arctic Small Tool people of the
Brooks River Gravels phase, like most of
their relatives farther north, simply van-
ished after a time. To the extent that
archaeology enables one to judge, their
disappearance was relatively sudden, and
in the Naknek region was evidently suc-
ceeded by a break in use of the area by
humans. There, the end of the Gravels
phase and of the Arctic Small Tool tradi-
tion came at about 3100 radiocarbon
years ago, or perhaps 1300 BC. Although
the close of the Small Tool period has
been placed as early as 2000 BC in some
areas of north Alaska, and although
attempts have been made to see a direct
transition there to later human occupants,
the success of these intellectual efforts is
somewhat doubtful. Yet scattered rem-
nants of Small Tool people may have
continued for a time in the eastern Brooks
Range, and in northern Canada and
Greenland descendant Small Tool folk
were present an additional millennium
before their development into the people
of Dorset culture.

What could have happened in Alaska in
general and the Naknek region in particular?
The most obvious possible explanation is
that the subsistence base of the people
collapsed. With their heavy reliance on
caribou wherever they lived, a major
slump in caribou populations would
certainly have caused serious problems,
and possibly famines. In the upper Naknek
River drainage area there are also indica-
tions of volcanic eruptions. At Brooks River,
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THE MORE ANCIENT PAST - Increasing Use of the Upper Drainage:
The Brooks River Period
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Figure 25 - Reconstructed pots of the
Brooks River period. Left, Smelt Creek
phase; right, Brooks River Weir phase.

For example, the Smelt Creek phase is
especially characterized by pottery with
inclusions (“temper") 8 of hair or other
fiber, appearing in vessels of a specific
shape in which the mouths of relatively tall
cooking pots or jars are contracted inward,
and which on the outside exhibit small
surface impressions such as are made on
waffles by the waffle iron ("check-
stamped"). It also includes very plentiful
chipped knife blades to be side-hafted in a
wooden or bone handle ("side blades"),
and many chipped stone projectile points
("end blades") very often of basalt, with
long and contracting bases, although there
are a number of small leaf-shaped points
highly reminiscent of those of the earlier
Brooks River Gravels phase. And there are
small chipped-stone adze blades with
polished cutting edges that are indistin-

guishable from those of the Gravels
phase, as are a few polished grooving
These latter two classes,
however, appear to be the only ones in

implements.

the phase in which stone artifacts were
finished by grinding. In addition to midden
or trash deposits, only a single small
house of the phase has been excavated:
roughly oblong but less than 10 feet in
length, with a more or less central hearth
and an apparent entry as a sunken spot at
one corner. It may actually have been the
base of a tent structure of some kind.
From calibrated radiocarbon ages, the
phase can be dated between about 400
or 300 BC and AD 1.

Brooks River Weir Phase —

The second local division of the Norton
tradition in the Brooks River period, the
Brooks River Weir phase, is marked by
erect-rimmed, cylindrical-shaped pottery,
often without visible surface decoration,
but also often with check-stamped impres-
sions about twice the size of those of the
previous phase. Comparable projectile
end blades tend to be somewhat smaller,
and to have a constricting base area that is
shorter in proportion to total length than
was the case previously, or may have a
set-off stem leading to decidedly rounded
shoulders. Polished slate knives for side-
hafting as ulus appear, as do a few flat,
double-edged knives or lance blades of
polished slate. Chipped side blades, how-
ever, continue, although with overall shapes
that depart from those of the Smelt Creek
phase. The phase can be dated to the
period from about AD 1 to AD 550 or 600.




























THE MORE ANCIENT PAST - Expansion in the Lower Drainage:
The Naknek Period

little disruption. And yet the language
must have changed toward the Alutiig
form of the Eskimoan speech current
among the Kodiak people when they were
met by arriving Russian fur hunters in the

eighteenth century. 25

The end of the Brooks River Camp phase
in the Naknek region can be dated at
about AD 1300 on the basis of radiocarbon
determinations both from Camp phase
residue and on remains of the succeeding
Brooks River Bluffs phase. The people
may not have gone willingly, however. As
might well have been the case with the
Brooks River Gravels phase of the Gomer
period more than 2,000 years earlier, the
Camp phase occupation seems to have
terminated at the time of the deposit of a
major layer of volcanic ash — ash C in
Figure 6 — which like ash F has been
suggested to represent an eruption that
blanketed much of the Alaska Peninsula,
this one, again, possibly centered at
Aniakchak Volcano near Port Heiden far to
the southwest. 26

Brooks River Bluffs Phase -

How long it may have been after this
eruption before the Naknek region was
again occupied — this time by people of
the Brooks River Bluffs phase — is not
clear, although the radiocarbon evidence
suggests that these successors appeared
there not long after AD 1350. #7

As the archaeology of the Naknek region
was first explored, the appearance of con-
tinuity in terms of basic artifact categories

led to the idea that the three phases of the
Naknek period were linked in a relatively
unbroken evolutionary progression, as had
been the case with the phases of the
Causes of this
appearance were the continuous use of

Brooks River period.

polished slate implements, including fairly
comparable forms of adze blades and
knives; the continued emphasis on slate
insert tips for arrowheads and harpoon
heads; the manufacture of pottery in
which small pebbles continued as the
main tempering agent, despite consider-
able change in vessel form; and the
(mistaken) assessment that the houses
were similar — semisubterranean, with a
single room entered by means of a more
deeply sunken tunnel.

The first blow against this particular notion
of continuity came with the suggestion by
volcanologists that the heavy layer of
volcanic ash C, consistently appearing
between Camp phase and Bluffs-phase
deposits at Brooks River, was the result of
a massive eruptive event that may have
blanketed most of the Alaska Peninsula,
which would tend to suggest that the
earlier Camp-phase people vacated the
Naknek region in the aftermath of the
explosion. The next blow involved a
change in the perception of the nature of
the houses of the Brooks River Bluffs
phase and a concurrent recognition that
the material culture of its people was
virtually identical to that of contemporary
Kodiak Island, while departing in significant
ways from the Brooks River Camp phase
that the Bluffs phase replaced. An
increased sample of Bluffs-phase artifacts,

41



THE MORE ANCIENT PAST - Expansion in the Lower Drainage:
The Naknek Period

developed both in National Park Service
work at Brooks River in the 1980s and
boosted by University of Oregon excava-
tions on the lower Naknek River in the late
1990s, also made it more and more clear
that despite the evident closeness in time
of the Camp- and Bluffs-phase occupations,
the collections of the two phases were
clearly differentiated from one another in
stylistically very recognizable ways, as
though the replacement of the one by the
other had actually involved two different
peoples. 28

In terms of portable artifacts, the distinc-
tion just mentioned between Bluffs and
Camp phases is in most cases on the level
of style rather than of more abstract cate-
gories. For instance, although slate insert
tips for arrows and harpoons were among
the most plentiful implements in both
cases, the form of those of the Bluffs

phase differed from a large proportion of
those of the Camp phase. Polished stone
adze blades were in both, but the zones in
which the polish was applied tended to
vary between the phases. With ulus, Bluff
phase artifacts might be similar to those of
the earlier phase, but some of them
departed in having holes bored for attach-
ment of the wooden handle. Large double-
edged knives or lance blades were distinct
in shape, those of Camp-phase form with
the pronounced longitudinal ridges no
longer appearing at all. Pebble-tempered
pottery continued, although in some Bluffs
phase sites it was less plentiful overall than
it had been in those of the Camp phase,
and the form was entirely different, with
broader, flat bottoms and more erect
sides that were also generally thinner, and
often with horizontal ridges of clay running
around the pot below the lip. The saucer-
shaped clay lamp of the Camp phase, an
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Figure 32 — Stone artifacts of the Brooks River Bluffs phase from the Leader Creek site, all
of polished or partially polished stone. The objects at the lower left and upper right are
ulu blades. The three in the upper center are projectile insert blades, the two below
them are double-edged knives or lance heads. The object at upper left is an adze blade,
lower right is a slate rod of unknown function, possibly a drill. Scale is 20 cm.

con R e












46

THE MORE ANCIENT PAST - Expansion in the Lower Drainage:
The Naknek Period

mammals; duck, goose, loon, cormorant,
eagle, gull, and ptarmigan among birds;
and red, silver, and king salmon among
fishes. In addition, the site at Leader Creek,
closest to the river mouth, included partial
remains of several beluga. Again, a wide
range in subsistence is indicated, with the
taking of beluga especially significant,
since the live weight of those animals is so
much greater than that of any of the other
mammals represented. The special staples
at Leader Creek in terms of quantity of
food were beluga, caribou, and of course
salmon.

Clearly, the Bluffs-phase inhabitants were
successful at living off the Naknek regional
landscape. What, then, brought the phase
to an end? In this case, we are fortunate to
have some recorded historical details.

Pavik Phase:

Invasion and Displacement 32 —
Archaeologically, the most dramatically
recognizable element of partial disruption
in the continuity of the Naknek period
came with the sudden appearance of
European objects at the Paugvik site in
the Pavik phase: glass trade beads;
metal projectile insert tips as well as
slate ones; steel axe heads replacing
stone adze blades; some metal knives
joining the older slate knives; a few
fragments of chinaware alongside the still
plentiful aboriginal pottery.?3 Nevertheless,
Pavik-phase articles that were still of
obviously local manufacture were not
substantially unlike those of their immediate
predecessors, which seemed to argue for a
continuity of Native occupants.

Full awareness that such a diagnosis of
continuity was a rash misunderstanding
came from certain historical accounts.
These indicated that the people met at
the mouth of the Naknek River by arriving
Russians were, like those of other commu-
nities around Bristol Bay, actually recently
arrived immigrants from the Kuskokwim
River region who had displaced earlier
inhabitants to the interior at some time
around AD 1800.

The Russian discovery of the Aleutian
Islands and portions of the southern
Alaska mainland was by the expedition
under Vitus Bering that sailed from
Kamchatka in 1741. Within ten years
Russian fur-hunting voyages to the
Aleutian lslands were common, and by
1759 the hunters had reached the east-
ernmost part of the island chain. In 1784
Russian fur hunters under Shelikov estab-
lished the first lasting settlement on
Kodiak Island and by this time or shortly
after there was also a small Russian fur-
hunting station at the Native settlement of
Katmai, located in Katmai Bay on the
Shelikof Strait coast of the Alaska
Peninsula. 34

The Native people the Russians met here
they called "Aleuts." They had applied
this term to the Unangan people of the
Aleutian Archipelago, and then extended
it to the people of the Kodiak region (now
customarily known as Koniag, or especially
Alutiit, singular Alutiiq) despite the fact
that they recognized that the people so
described spoke a language distinct from

e N R L e e e e
























THE MORE ANCIENT PAST - Expansion in the Lower Drainage:
The Naknek Period

carbon, and, second, atomic testing has
blasted radioactive materials into the
same atmosphere. Both of these circum-
stances have had unmeasurable skewing
effects on the ages of carbon particles in
the atmosphere that are incorporated
into living plants and animals and which
finally become involved in the dating
process.

The 1953 research also produced a
description and partial plan of dwellings
that were evidently in use at the time
the early twentieth-century settlement
was abandoned. These consisted of a
single rectangular room about 10 x 12
feet in size, with walls of upright split
cottonwood logs. They were entered by
a short entryway about 4 feet long and 2
1/2 feet wide that was intruded into one
of the narrow sides that looked toward
the river; there was a window set into
the rear wall opposite the entrance.
With the exception evidently of the
window and the entry door, the entire
structure with its nearly flat, split log
roof, was banked over with sod.
Although the drawings make it appear
that the houses had been dug
somewhat into the ground, so much dirt,
pumice, and other debris had slumped
into them by 1953 that no relevant
measurement was obtained.* When this
single-room house plan came into use,
which contrasts so markedly with the
evidence of earlier multi-room houses in
the same area, is unknown.

In short, although it is reasonable to
expect that there is a contrast to be
material
objects in use by people of the Pavik

recognized between the

phase and those in use by contemporary
upriver people of the Severnovsk area,
the information that would permit it has
not yet been collected. The local record
is incomplete.



















THE NINETEENTH CENTURY - Ethnic Groups

body of water. In contrast, Paugvik and a
settlement labeled Kougumik are shown on
the right and left banks of the Naknek River
at its mouth. 1

In the next couple of years Vasil'ev also
explored portions of the Gulf of Alaska
coast along the Alaska Peninsula. This work
resulted in a somewhat modified map of the
northern peninsula in which the shape of
Naknek Lake was changed a bit, and two
settlements were indicated between Naknek
Lake and Shelikof Strait on a portage route
that appears to follow the Savonoski River
above lliuk Arm, although the river itself is
not specifically indicated. One of these,
lkak, is at the head of lliuk Arm: the other,
labeled Alinnak, is some distance to the
east at what could easily be the point at
which the Grosvenor Lake outlet river joins
the Savonoski. 2

This latter is the point where one, or
possibly even two, sites tested archaeolog-
ically appeared to have been occupied
until the time of the 1912 eruption.
Interestingly enough, as mentioned in the
preceding chapter, no sites of the nine-
teenth or early twentieth century have thus
far been identified anywhere in the Naknek
drainage area between the upper end of
liuk Arm and the rapids area of the Naknek
River, a linear distance of some 45 miles.
This suggests that the warfare reported
between the Aglurmiut and those earlier
people of the Brooks River Bluffs archaeo-
logical phase had resulted not only in the
displacement of the latter, but also in an
unpopulated segment of the middle
drainage. 3

Ethnic Groups

Records with greater detail regarding the
Native inhabitants of the
waited on the arrival in Russian America
of Orthodox priests. Not the first, but
certainly the most famous of these, lvan

region

Veniaminov arrived in Unalaska in 1823
to establish the church there; in records
for the year 1827-28 there is a simple
reference to "Severnovsk Aleuts" without
additional detail. With Aleksandrovsk
Redoubt as a part of his assigned territory,
in 1829 and some later years Veniaminov
visited that Nushagak post, promoting
the baptism of Natives in the vicinity.
It was apparently in large part from
Veniaminov's influence — after his trans-
fer to Sitka and appointment as the first
Orthodox bishop in Russian America —
that in 1842 a church mission was for-
mally established at Nushagak, and
thereafter the settlements at the mouth
of the Naknek River were included within
its territory.

The first actual reference to the Naknek
region in church documents, however,
relates to the previous year. Forin 1841,
the Kodiak church establishment recorded
the baptism of 46 individuals (babies
to elderly adults) in the Severnovsk
settlements, evidently on the same mis-
sionizing trip in which 57 individuals were
baptized at Katmai. In 1844, however,
the settlements of Ugashik, lkak, and
"Alikak" (an error for Alinak or Alinnak?)
were added to the territory managed by
the priest of the Nushagak mission, and
thereafter any mention of a priestly visit
to the Naknek region involved one from
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THE NINETEENTH CENTURY - Settlements and Population

miles above the mouth of the latter.
According to nineteenth century maps (as,
that of Vasil'ev, illustrated above) that
same spot must have been the approxi-
mate location of the earlier Alinnak. In
short, Nunamiut and lkkhagmiut, whether
one or two settlements, was or were close
to the mouths of the Ukak and Savonoski
rivers, whereas Kanigmiut and Alinnak
were apparently close to the confluence of
the Grosvenor with the Savonoski.

Although occupation in the portion of
Paugvik that we excavated in 1961, 1973,
and 1985 was described above as having
ended not later than about 1870, note a to
Table 2 shows the name Paugvik as being
in use later than that. Solving the contradic-
tion requires the unscrambling of clues in
various historical documents.

Describing a visit in the early 1870s H. W.
Elliott remarked that a "deserted settle-
ment — ruins of Paugwik" was visible at the
mouth of the Naknek River, while Native
people were living in an "adjoining vil-
lage," which he however did not name.?8
The early twentieth-century church records
list both Paugvik and Naknek ("Nak-Nik")
as settlements, and the U.S. censuses of
1900 and 1910 also list both Paugvik (or
some variation of that name) and Naknek.
The 1910 U.S. census also showed the

Norwegian immigrant Martin Monsen to
be living in Paugvik. Now the riddle begins
to clear with a report by the archaeologist
Helge Larsen of the visit he made to the
area in 1948. Larsen was told by Monsen
that the old village of the archaeological
excavations had been abandoned for some

20 years in 1895 when he (Monsen) had
moved to Naknek (not Paugvik) on the
north bank of the river. This leaves us to
presume that for purposes of the US.
census the newer Naknek settlement
actually retained the older Paugvik name
even though the population had shifted
upstream to a point closer to the fish
processing plant of the Naknek Packing
Co. that was established in the 1890s. ?

And what of "Nak-Nik"? As indicated in
discussion of the earliest map, in 1818 the
settlement across the Naknek River mouth
from Paugvik was shown as Kougumik,
although church records thereafter appear
to include the entire population at the
river mouth as people of Paugvik. This
continued until 1890, when the cross-river
settlement of Kinuyak is listed, together
with both Paugvik and Naknek. Finally, a
reasonably definitive answer is indicated
in a map made by topographer W. S. Post,
who accompanied the geologist J. E.
Spurr on his geological explorations in
1898, as will be described in a later sec-
tion. The contour map of that date of a
portion of Bristol Bay indicates a single
settlement “Pawik” on the north bank,
and the settlement of “Naknik” directly
across the river on the south shore (see
Figure 46, page 77). 10 For the 1900 and
1910 US censuses, then — and probably
also the concurrent church registers — it
can only be presumed that Nak-Nik or
Naknek designates the village south of
the river, now South Naknek, while
Paugvik refers to the village north of the
river, now Naknek.
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THE NINETEENTH CENTURY - Settlements and Population

With the arrival of more Russian priests in
Alaska, the emphasis on conversions went
on apace. The endeavor was not without
trouble for the missionaries, of course, for
the process of eradicating some predilec-
tions that obviously were of long standing
among the Native population was not an
easy one. In the nineteenth century there
are numerous complaints about recalci-
trance on the part of local people. As one
priest serving the Nushagak mission in the
1860s characterized many of his charges,
They do not abandon shamanism; they live
unmarried, begetting children; they
abandon the wenches to live in poverty
even with children; they train their children
neither to any obedience nor to any
occupations, nor to gratitude; and some
pander their own wives and give them to
others; even against the will of the wives
themselves they force them to bear
violations; and the very greatest outrage
for me, and | do not doubt to say for God
as well, is rendered by those of them who
on various empty pretexts talk themselves
out of listening to a sermon.

The Severnovsk people, however, seemed
better in at least some of these regards,
for "due to the remoteness of these . . .
settlements from the Kiatiirmiut and
Kusqugvagmiut, shamans do not come to
them and no one has summoned one . . . in
a long time." Nevertheless, "fathers and
mothers regret to release their daughters in
marriage to Katmai or to Paugvik, likewise
other Aglurmiut or Aleuts do not move to
them to live. From this, marriages among
them often are with kin or [between
individuals] of entirely unequal ages." 11

One must suppose that the population
increase shown on Table 2 as having taken
place between 1850 and 1880 was owed
in significant part, perhaps entirely, to
continued conversions, which by the latter
year must have included essentially the
entire Native population of the region.
Although the figures in the 1880 U.S.
census were derived largely from church
records rather than from a count by the
census taker (Petroff 1884.v), the totals
differ somewhat from those taken here
from copies of the confessional records
(which list more people at Paugvik and
fewer at Severnovsk than does the U.S.
census); the reason for this is unknown. In
any event, when population totals shown
in the U.S. census shrink after 1880, it is
reasonable to think that the decline was
not owed to conversions having dwindled,
but was real.

This supposition has been supported by an
earlier study in which the 1880 confessional
totals were combined with the records of
births and deaths also maintained by the
church. From it | concluded two things:
The first of these is that the population of
the Naknek drainage area was in fact
shrinking from early in the nineteenth
century and the establishment of Russian
control, in a decline that amounted on
average to more than one percent per year,
at a rate that would have served to reduce
the population by as much as 50% within
about 50 years. The second and related
conclusion, even using some slightly less
severe assumptions, was that the popula-
tion at 1800 was at |east three times the size
of the population enumerated in 1900. 12






THE NINETEENTH CENTURY - Households and Families

young and middle-aged men spent most
of their time, while their wives maintained
the separated family house. ¢ Such a split
living arrangement, with its men's dormitory,
must have effectively lessened the number
of persons actually living in the 15 house-
holds of the confessional register. The same
factor seems not to have existed at the
Severnovsk settlements. Although Father
Modestov mentioned the presence of a
kashim at the major Severnovsk village,
there is no indication that it functioned as a
special men's house; indeed, it seems
doubtful that kashims ever functioned in
this way among Alutiig people, serving
instead for purely ceremonial functions. 7
If this is the case, Alutiiq families would
expectedly be living all together more
often, with the household sizes as given
being reasonably accurate.

Social factors in housing aside, lvan
Petroff, the compiler in 1880 of the first U.S.
census of Alaska, furnished a comment that
describes the houses themselves. On the
treeless coast, he said, the houses. .. may
be described as follows: A circular mound
of earth, grass-grown and littered with all
sorts of household utensils, a small spiral
coil of smoke rising from the apex.... The
entrance. .. is a low, irregular, square aper-
ture, through which the inmate stoops and
passes down a foot or two through a
short, low, passage onto the earthen floor
within. The interior generally consists of
an irregularly-shaped square or circle

twelve or fifteen or twenty feet in diameter,
receiving its only light from without
through the small smoke-opening at the
apex of the roof....

The fire-place is

directly under this opening.... [Bleds or
couches of skins and grass mats are laid,
slightly raised above the floor, upon...
frames made of sticks and saplings or
rough-hewn planks....

This description could reasonably be
applied to the houses we excavated at the
Paugvik site, an area somewhat removed
from even small stands of timber at the
present day. But more toward the interior,
Petroff said, where both fuel and building
material are more abundant, the houses
change somewhat in appearance and
construction; the excavation of the coast
houses, made for the purpose of saving
both articles just mentioned, disappears
and gives way to log structures above the
ground, but still covered with sod. Living
within convenient distance of timber, the
people here do not depend so much upon
the natural warmth of mother earth.

This greater access to standing timber
would have been the case at the Severnovsk
settlements, in an area into which spruce
had migrated several centuries before the
arrival of the Russians, and in which birch
and willow trees had been plentiful much
earlier than that. Although the multiroom
houses along the lower Savonoski River that
seem to be attributable to the Brooks River
Bluffs phase (AD 1350 - 1800) were semi-
subterranean like contemporary houses at
Brooks River and along the Naknek River,
houses occupied in the early twentieth
century before the great volcanic eruption
were different. As described in the preceding
chapter, they were of a single room, less
deeply set in the ground, and provided with
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surface and reaching far into the clouds. In
this confined, funnel-like basin, the winds
and squalls hold constant carnival.... At
the western end of this lakelet a numerous
party of natives were engaged in fishing
just below a waterfall of considerable
height.... A village was formerly located
here, and a legend is transmitted that once
in times gone by the whole population was
killed by a marauding party of Aleuts, who
surprised the settlement in the dead of
night. The tale was told by one survivor
who hid himself under the waterfall, and
thus escaped the enemy.

Although this camp is evidently the second,
and unnamed, "Lake Walker" village shown
on the map of his official report, the
wording implies that the settlement was
seasonal. The “legend” he mentioned
gives further evidence of former hostility
between Aglurmiut of Paugvik and Alutiit of
the Severnovsk settlements. That is, down-
stream Aglurmiut (Petroff's “natives”) had
evidently established a camp or even a more
permanent settlement near a waterfall,
presumably the one in the midsection of
Brooks River, which was then attacked by
Severnovsk people (“Aleuts”).

Figure 44 - View of
lliuk Arm of “Lake
Walker” ( i.e., Naknek
Lake) and "Mt.
Kakhtolinat,” according
to Ivan Petroff (1884,
facing page 24).
Compare this cozy
nook with the
photograph of the
same area on the
present title page.
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Like Wells and unlike Lonsdale, Schanz
had only minor trouble in Katmai Pass
itself, although he ran into problems on
the way there. For while they were
camped with their dog teams by the river
ice "the Nak Nik River broke up from
source to mouth" from sudden and unsea-
sonably warm weather, forcing them to
break a trail overland to "Lake Nak Nik."
Then, after sledding "several days over a
wide, uninteresting expanse of ice” they
neared "Severnosky village," when half of
my crew and myself... received a cold
bath by running in the dark into open
water. ... We only arrived at Severnosky at
ten at night, dripping wet, where we were
not frozen stiff, and the natives did every-
thing for us in their power. We remained
there the next day to prepare for the trip
over the pass, and the natives nursed us
with the greatest hospitality.

Unfortunately, there is no further
description of the place as they
regrouped to resume travel. After a
two-day climb they camped "within sight
of the notorious pass... in the last thin
little group of trees," where they were
held up for a day and a half while a storm
blew itself out. Leaving one of their two
sleds, and hitching all 23 dogs to the
other, they stampeded over the pass and
slid down the Pacific side of the mountain,
arriving at sea level only eight miles from
Katmai village in less than six hours after
leaving their enforced camp. 24

Josiah Edward Spurr -
The first contour map of the immediate
Naknek region was the work of the

___-4

geologist Josiah Spurr and cartographer W.
S. Post, who in 1898 made a large swing
from Cook Inlet, up the Susitna River, along
the Kuskokwim, then to Togiak and
Nushagak and finally across the pass to
Katmai village. By this time commercial fish
processors were working on the lower
Naknek River, so that when they reached
there on October 11, having crossed Bristol
Bay by baidarkas, they lodged at a cannery.
Although the territory they paddled
through on the river and across Naknek
Lake is described, and the "native village of
lkkhagamut, or Savonoski, as it is now
least received
mention, there was again no description of
the place and little of the people. Similarly,
the pass was described in physical terms —
as wild, rugged, and difficult, flanked by
volcanoes and glaciers, where violent winds
might blow stones through the air, and with
a note that there many people had lost
their lives there. One volcano (no name
given) was seen to sometimes smoke.
Crossing by foot with Native guides, they
had no appreciable difficulty in quiet
weather, although they felt a slight earth-
quake as they moved a short way from the
pass down the Pacific slope.

commonly called,” at

There are evidently two editions of maps
of the route, both to the same scale. One
of them, evidently the earlier, names the
lake and river as "Naknik," and locates the
settlement of the same name on the south
bank of the Naknek River mouth, across
from “Pawik.” The second, which is bound
in the official published report, shows
both lake and south-bank settlement as
"Naknek." The first of these also shows a


















Valley of Ten Thousand Smokes, Alaska Task Force, 1972.
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her son moved to Nushagak itself, and in
so doing Petr must have found an oppor-
tunity for schooling, as will be seen.

According to Father Modestov, in 1897 his
party had arrived at lkkhagmiut on
January 30, after a storm-punctuated trip
from Egegik. In his report he uttered what
seem to have been customary complaints
about "debauchery, illicit cohabitation,
giving girls to husbands before marriage,”
etc., and then stated that on February 2
he had married three couples, one of
which was Petr and Pelagia. After a prayer
service on February 3, the priest said, he
gave instruction. .. for Orthodox Christian
life to the new toyon [the designated
village head, who in this case was Pavel
Itug’yuk, Pelagia’s oldest brother] and to
my guide Petr Kayagvak, a Nushagak
resident married the day before to a
Severnovsk girl and newly appointed by
me as reader in their chapel. | left him
here with the goal of replacing the old
reader, nearly entirely illiterate, and with
the goal of teaching the children reading
and writing, and the adults behavior.

A year later Father Modestov felt that he
could report little improvement in adult
behavior, although “debauchery has
decreased in comparison with the
preceding year.” But, on the other hand,
the young generation of the settlement
residents this year gladdened me with
success at school; in both settlements there
were grammar schools this winter, where
my guide Petr Kayagvak, left by me last
year, made an effort at teaching. The male
and female students read Russian and

Slavonic rather well and have learned to
write letters [of the alphabet]. 7

A report of the following year, 1899,
concerning Alaskan schools sponsored by
the Russian Church, indicated that the
major Severnovsk settlement had a
primary school with 17 students, the
teacher of whom was one P. Kayagvak. &

But there is some minor confusion
regarding the continuity of residence at
Ikkhagmiut of Petr Kayagvak and his wife.
Late in 1897 the child Feodor had been
born to them and baptized at Nushagak.
And the Nushagak confessional register
for that year listed not only Petr's widowed
mother, but also Petr and his wife Pelagia
as present at that place. In 1899 the
Nushagak register again lists Petr and
Pelagia as present there, although by this
time Petr's mother has disappeared,
presumably deceased; and yet surprisingly
no child is listed for the young Kayagvaks.
They do not appear in later Nushagak
registers.

There is no confessional register for
lkkhagmiut in 1900, and although there was
a federal census of the settlement taken
that year, identifications are hampered both
by the garbling of names and by the fact
that even then the census taker entered
only given names, without bothering to try
to understand Native surnames. One pair
may represent an attempt to list Petr and
Pelagia, although no child for them is
included. By 1904, however, when a
confessional register for the Severnovsk
settlement reappears, Petr, Pelagia, and
their son Feodor are recorded together.
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Notes
1 For much of this brief summary | am indebted to
the historical sketch of Morris (1994), focused

especially on South Naknek.

2 The trapping interlude is described in Clemens
and Norris (1999:Chapt. 8).

The King Salmon River on the Alaska Peninsula, photo by M. Woodbridge Williams, 1973.

























Figure 55 - From left to right Katherine Nudlash, Kati e : d Billy
Hill holding Frank Hill at the Libbyville canne -a 1940 (phot Shirley Hill Nielsen).







the length of the Naknek River drainage from the Valley of Ten Thousand Smokes in the Katmai
country to the mouth of the river near Libbyville. Morever, many of Mr. Hill's Nondalton relatives fished
at Diamond NN cannery in South Naknek. Mr. Hill's father-in-law, Howard Baltzo, worked for the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service and in the 1950s helped to establish a salmon weir on the Brooks River. In
the late 1990s Mr. Hill's son Warren was a backcountry ranger in Katmai National park and Preserve,
and he now works in the same capacity for Lake Clark National Park and Preserve. In short, Mr. Hill
has roots in the Naknek region that span multiple generations through bleod and marriage, combined
with his own subsequent adult life as commercial fisherman, hunter-trapper, and educator — all of
which make for a knowledgeable individual who has contributed significantly to the betterment of the
Bristol Bay region.

Early in his teaching career in Naknek, Mr. Hill was asked to teach a class on local history, but as there
was no text to provide guidance he was forced to improvise a course of study. Undeterred, he
assigned his students to document their own family histories. What developed were diverse family
sagas chronicling a slice of the twentieth century cultural and ethnic mosaic of America and Alaska.
Later, while Mr. Hill was Lake and Peninsula superintendent of schools, he was an enthusiastic supporter
of a local history text, Readings from Southwest Alaska, that was compiled by the National Park Service
and published in 1997 by the Alaska Natural History Association for use in the four Bristol Bay area
school districts.

Mr. Hill believes the study of local history helps one to understand cultural changes, and this knowl-
edge can offer both solace and guidance for the future. History empowers an individual with a sense
of stewardship of local resources and shows how today’s people fit into the larger state, national, and
international contexts of the modern world. The foregoing text, A Naknek Chronicle, in addition, will
also assist visitors to the region to gain a taste of the fascinating cultural diversity of the Naknek River
and an appreciation for its eventful history.

Mr. Hill is currently working with a grant from the National Science Foundation to encourage school
districts to incorporate local traditional knowledge into school curricula, while Dr. Dumond continues
to illuminate the prehistory and history of Alaska. Readers can thank both men for the present book.
We can hope it will inspire similar studies of other important Alaskan river regions,

John Branson
Park Historian
Lake Clark National Park and Preserve
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NPS archaeologist Steve Klingler (right) and student Tatiana Askoak cross Brooks
River carrying mapping instruments to map the eroding Cutbank site, 2001.









