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The National Park System, of which
Vicksburg National Military Park isa
unit, is dedicated to conserving the
scenic, scientific, and historic heritage
of the United States for the benefit and
enjoyment of its people.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE
INTERIOR
Stewart L. Udall, Secretary

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Conrad L. Wirth, Director
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Merchant steamers unloading supplies at Vicksburg after the surrender.
Courtesy Library of Congress.

ACROSS THE IMPERISHABLE CANVAS of the American
Civil War are vividly recorded feats of arms and armies, and
acts of courage and steadfast devotion which have since
become a treasured heritage for all Americans. Among the
military campaigns, few, if any, present action over so vast an
area, of such singular diversity, and so consequential to the
outcome of the war, as the great struggle for control of the
Mississippi River. Seagoing men-of-war and ironclad
gunboats engaged shore defenses and escorted troops along
river and bayou; cavalry raids struck far behind enemy lines
as the armies of the West marched and countermarched in a
gigantic operation which culminated in the campaign and
siege of Vicksburg. Protected by heavy artillery batteries on
the riverfront and with land approaches to the north and
south guarded by densely wooded swamplands, Vicksburg
defied large-scale land and river expeditions for over a year.
Finally the tenacious Grant, in a campaign since accepted as
a model of bold strategy and skillful execution, forced the
surrender of Vicksburg on July 4, 1863, splitting the
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Confederacy in two and securing for the North its great
objective in the Western Theater.
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VICKSBURG AND THE MISSISSIPPI. Control of the Mississippi River,
whose course meandered over 1,000 miles from Cairo, Ill., to the Gulf of
Mexico and divided the Confederacy into amost equal parts, was of
inestimable importance to the Union from the outbreak of hostilities. The
agricultural and industrial products of the Northwest, denied their natural
outlet to markets down the great commercial artery to New Orleans, would
be afforded uninterrupted passage. It would provide a safe avenue for the
transportation of troops and their supplies through a tremendous area ill-
provided with roads and railroads, the numerous navigable streams
tributary to the Mississippi would offer ready routes of invasion into the
heart of the South. Union control would cut off and isolate the section of
the Confederacy lying west of the river—Texas, Arkansas, and most of
Louisiana—comprising almost half of the land area of the Confederacy
and an important source of food, military supplies, and recruits for the
Southern armies. Forcefully emphasizing the strategic value of the
Mississippi was the dispatch of the General in Chief of the Union armies
to Mg. Gen. U. S. Grant on March 20, 1863, as Grant prepared to launch
his Vicksburg campaign:

The great objective on your line
now is the opening of the
Mississippi River, and everything
else must tend to that purpose.
The eyes and hopes of the whole
country are now directed to your
army. In my opinion, the opening
of the Mississippi River will be
to us of more advantage than the
capture of forty Richmonds.

To protect this vital lifeline, the Confederacy
had erected a series of fortifications at readily
defensible locations along the river from
which the Union advance could be checked.
Pushing southward from Illinois by land and
water, and northward from the Gulf of
Mexico by river, Union army and naval units
attacked the Confederate strongpoints from
both ends of the line. They captured post by
post and city by city until, after the first year
of the war, Vicksburg alone barred complete
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"Johnny Reb." A volunteer
soldier of the Confederacy.
Courtesy Confederate Museum,
Richmond.

From the city ran the only railroad west of the
river between Memphis and New Orleans.
Through the city most of the supplies from
the trans-Mississippi were shipped to
Confederate armies in the East. The city's
batteries on the bluffs, commanding a 5-mile
stretch of the river, effectively prevented
Union control of the Mississippi. Vicksburg
was indeed the key, declared Lincoln, and the
war could not be brought to a successful
conclusion "until that key isin our pocket."
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Maj. Gen. U. S. Grant, commanding the Lt. Gen. John C. Pemberton, commanding the
Union Army of the Tennessee. Confederate Army of Vicksburg.
Courtesy National Archives. Courtesy Flohr Studio, Vicksburg.

The Bayou Expeditions: Grant Moves Against
Vicksburg— and Fails

By the end of January, Grant had arrived at the Union encampment at
Milliken's Bend, 30 miles north of Vicksburg, and assumed leadership of
the operations against Vicksburg. His army, numbering about 45,000, was
divided into three corps under General Sherman, Ma. Gen. John
McClernand, and Maj. Gen. James Birdseye M cPherson. Cooperating with
the army, and providing aid without which the bayou expeditions would
not have been possible, was the Western Flotilla under Porter. This fleet
consisted of 11 ironclads, 38 wooden gunboats, rams, and sundry auxiliary
craft mounting over 300 guns and carrying a complement of 5,500. The
war in the West now hinged upon the effectiveness of this combined land
and naval force. Under Grant's direction it maneuvered over hundreds of
miles of river and bayou seeking to outflank Vicksburg. The capture of the
city would result not from great battles but from a war of movement.

THE GEOGRAPHICAL PROBLEM OF VICKSBURG. The capture of
Vicksburg proved difficult partly because of the topography of the area,
which so favored defense of the city as to render the fortress amost
impregnable to attack. To move against the city it was necessary to reach
the bluffs which extended north and south and on which Vicksburg had
been built. Behind the bluffs, to the east, lay dry ground on which an army
might maneuver; below the bluffs, on both sides of the river, flooded
swamplands prevented ground movements. With his army behind the

http://www.nps.gov/history/history/online_books/hh/21/hh21b.htm[3/21/2013 2:58:50 PM]



NPS Historical Handbook: Vicksburg

bluffs, either above or below, Grant might come to grips with Pemberton's
Army of Vicksburg. Unless he reached the bluffs, capture of the city
would be impossible; it could not be assaulted from the river.

The line of bluffs which marks the eastern boundary of the Mississippi
Valley leaves the river at Memphis, curves in a great 250-mile arc away
from the river, and then swings back to reach the river again at Vicksburg.
Enclosed between the bluffs and the river is the "Delta'—a strip of land
averaging some 60 miles in width, which is now a fertile, well-drained,
cotton-growing region. In 1863, it was a swampy bottom land containing
numerous rivers and bayous, subject to incessant floods. It was covered
with thick forests and dense undergrowth, a condition, which, according to
Grant's engineer officer, "renders the country amost impassable in
summer, and entirely so, except by boats, in winter." Thisimpenetrable
swampland, lying before the bluffs, effectively guarded Vicksburg's right
flank. Unless the waterways of the Delta might provide a passage to the
bluffs, operations against Vicksburg to the north were hopeless.
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Pivot-gun and crew of the Union warship Wissahickon, which fought the Vicksburg
batteries.

From Photographic History of the Civil War.

South of Vicksburg the prospect for the Union Army was equally dismal.
After meeting the river at Vicksburg, the bluffs follow the river course
closely to the south and were accessible, therefore, to troopsfrom the
Mississippi River. But the river batteries of the city prevented passage of
transports to the river below; for troops to get below the city it was
necessary to move through the Louisiana lowlands west of the river. This
region was like the Delta north of Vicksburg—flooded bottom lands
interspersed with bayous, rivers, and lakes. It would prove equally
obstinate to land movements.

To increase Grant's difficulties, his campaign against Vicksburg was
begun during the wet season when streams were overflowing and lowlands
impassable. The winter of 1862—63 was a period of unusually high water,
the Mississippi cresting higher than its natural banks from December until
April. Had Grant reached Vicksburg during the dry season, his problem
would have been less formidable.

Until the bottoms were dry enough to permit land movements, the Union
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can't spare this man; he fights."

during the Vicksburg operations.
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commander felt himself compelled to keep the army active. Even if
success along the water routes seemed unlikely, he reasoned that
prolonged idleness would be injurious to the health and morale of his
troops. Grant had come to believe that military success waswon by the
aggressive. To Grant's critics, who demanded that he open the Mississippi
without delay or be replaced by someone who could, Lincoln replied, "

As Pemberton prepared to defend Vicksburg he was beset by difficulties
rivaling those of his opponent, despite the topography which was friendly
to his defensive purpose. Vicksburg would be secure only so long as the
Confederate Army could prevent Grant from achieving a foothold on the
high ground above or below the city. Yet, to prevent such a lodgment, it
was necessary for Pemberton to defend a wide front extending 200 miles
above and below Vicksburg, at any point along which Grant might strike.
To cover this large area the Confederate commander would have to
disperse his limited garrison dangerously and at the same timeretain
sufficient troops to protect the city—his primary responsibility. Under
such conditions it was essential for Pemberton to receive information of
Federal movements in order to concentrate his troops rapidly to meet the
advance. Yet Pemberton was almost wholly lacking in cavary and had no
navy to interfere with and report Union progress through the rivers and
bayous. Both Pemberton and Grant faced exacting problems in command
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Porter's gunboats running the Vicksburg batteries on the night of April 16, 1863.
From a wartime sketch.

The Vicksburg Campaign: Grant Moves Against
Vicksburg— and Succeeds

In the eyes of many in the North, Grant's Army had floundered in the
swamps for months with nothing to show for it except a steadily mounting
death list from disease. Criticism of the Union commander mounted. "I
don't know what to make of Grant, he's such a quiet little fellow," said
Lincoln, thinking of the more flamboyant leaders who had led his Eastern
armies, "The only way | know he's around is by the way he makes things
git." Lincoln had grown increasingly fond of Grant, whose army, while
ineffective, had never been inactive. Now he declared to Grant's critics, "I
think we'll try him a little longer.”

Although Grant had made every effort to navigate the bayous and reach
Vicksburg, he was later to record that little hope had been entertained that
success would greet these ventures. While waiting for the dry season
which would permit land operations, however, he had determined to
exhaust every possibility and to retain the fighting edge of hisarmy by
keeping it constantly on the move. As April arrived and the roads began to
emerge from the dlowly receding waters, Grant prepared to execute the
movement which he had believed from the first to be the logical approach
against Vicksburg—marching down the west bank of the Mississippi
through Louisiana, crossing the river south of the city, and laying siege to
it from the rear.
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PORTER RUNS THE VICKSBURG
BATTERIES. Grant's Vicksburg campaign
officially began on March 29, 1863, when
he ordered McClernand's Corps to open a
road for the army from Milliken's Bend to
the river below the city. Considerable
work had been done previously when it
was contemplated that a canal from
Duckport to the river below Vicksburg
might offer passage to the fleet. Falling
waters had finally defeated this plan and,
during April, McClernand's engineers
labored to bridge streams, corduroy roads,
and build flatboats to cross areas still
covered by flood waters. During that
month also, elements of the Army of the  Adm. David Dixon Porter,
Tennessee accomplished the 70-mile  commanding the Union naval
march and assembled at a small hamlet operations on theinland
appropriately named, Hard Times, in view seaters. Courtesy National Archives.
of Grant's unpleasant bayou experiences. Here they were across the river
from the Confederate stronghold of Grand Gulf, 25 miles below
Vicksburg.

To ferry the Union Army across the Mississippi, it was necessary for
Porter's fleet, in anchorage north of Vicksburg, to run the batteries and
rendezvous with Grant below. While naval craft singly and in groups had,
on occasion, passed these batteries successfully before, it was still a
formidable undertaking for which careful preparation was required. As
protection against shellfire, each vessel had its port side, which would face
the Vicksburg guns in passage, piled high with bales of cotton, hay, and
grain. Coal barges were lashed alongside as an additional defense.

Shortly before midnight, April 16, Confederate pickets in skiffs at the
bend of the river above Vicksburg saw the muffled fleet bearing down
upon them and quickly gave the alarm. Tar barrels along the bank were
ignited and buildings in the small village of De Soto across the river were
set afire. The blinding light of a great flare helped illuminate the river and
outline the fleet for the Confederate gunners. Tier upon tier of the river
batteries thundered down on the Union vessels. In return, these boats
delivered their broadsides into the city as they passed so close that the
clatter of bricks from falling buildings could be heard on board.

Through this "magnificent, but terrible" spectacle—one of the most fearful
pageants of the war—steamed the fleet in single file. "Their heavy shot
walked right through us,” related Porter. Every one of the 12 boats was hit
repeatedly. Many went out of control and revolved slowly with the
current. Despite the furious bombardment, only one craft was sunk; within
a few days damages were repaired and the fleet joined the army at the
village of Hard Times. Because of the difficulty of supplying the army by
wagon train over the wretched road from Milliken's Bend, 6 transports and
12 barges loaded with supplies ran the batteries a few nights later with the
loss of 1 transport and 6 barges.
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Theterrain of the siege of Vicksburg—looking from the Confederate line to the Union
position on the far ridge.

The Siege of Vicksburg

THE CONFEDERATE DEFENSE LINE. From his assumption of
command 7 months before, Pemberton had put his engineers to work
constructing a fortified line which would protect Vicksburg against an
attack from the rear. A strong line of works had been thrown up along the
crest of a ridge which was fronted by a deep ravine. The defense line
began on the river 2 miles above Vicksburg and curved for 9 miles along
the ridge to the river below, thus enclosing the city within its arc. So long
as this line could be held, the river batteries denied to the North control of
the Mississippi River.

At salient and commanding points aong the line, artillery positions and
forts (lunettes, redans, and redoubts) had been constructed. The earth walls
of the forts were up to 20 feet thick. In front of these was dug a deep,
wide ditch so that assaulting troops which climbed the steep ridge slope
and reached the ditch would still have a high vertical wall to climbin
order to gain entrance into the fort. Between the strong points, which were
located every few hundred yards, was constructed a line of rifle pits and
entrenchments, for the most part protected by parapets and ditches. Where
spurs jutted out from the main ridge, advanced batteries were constructed
which provided a deadly crossfire against attacking lines. The
Confederates had mounted 128 artillery piecesin these works, of which 36
were heavy siege guns; the remainder, field pieces.

Greatly strengthening the Confederate position was the irregular
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topography which resulted from the peculiar characteristics of the region's
loess soil. Possessing an unusual tenacity, except when eroded by the
action of running water, the loess had over the centuries been cut into
deep gullies and ravines with abrupt faces separated by narrow, twisting
ridges. This resulted in a broken and complicated terrain which would
seriously obstruct the Union movement. To permit a clear field of fire and
to hinder advancing troops, all the trees fronting the Confederate line were
cut down. Severa hundred yards away from the Confederate position and
roughly parallel to it was a ridge system not so continuous and more
broken than that occupied by Pemberton's Army. Along this line, the
Union Army took position and began its siege operations.

On the scattered natural bridges of high ground, which spanned the
ravines and provided approaches to Vicksburg, were located the six roads
and one railroad leading into that city. Nine forts had been constructed
overlooking each of these routes into Vicksburg, their guns completely
commanding the approaches—Fort Hill on the river north of the city,
Stockade Redan, Third Louisiana Redan, Great Redoubt, Second Texas
Lunette, Railroad Redoubt, Fort Garrott (also known as Square Fort),
Salient Works, and South Fort on the river below Vicksburg. (All but two
of these works are well preserved today.) The Confederate divisions, left
to right, were commanded by Mag. Gen. M. L. Smith, General Bowen,
Mag. Gen. John H. Forney, and General Stevenson. The Army of
Vicksburg, at the beginning of the siege, numbered about 31,000 men, of
which Pemberton listed 18,500 effectives as available to man his defense
line. Grant gave his strength, shortly after the siege began, as 50,000
effectives; his army was steadily enlarged during the siege by
reinforcements from Memphis.
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National Military Park

VICKSBURG

MATIONAL MWILITARY PARK

(click onimage for an enlargement in a new window)

Guide to the Area

Vicksburg National Military Park is shaped like a great crescent, enclosing
the city of Vicksburg within a 9-mile arc which curves from the old bed
of the Mississippi River north of the city to the river south of Vicksburg
(from U. S. 61 north of Vicksburg, across U. S. 80 east of the city, to U. S.
61 south of Vicksburg). The two man avenues in Vicksburg National
Military Park, Union Avenue and Confederate Avenue—constructed along
the siege lines established by the two armies—are parallel. The black
markers, on iron standards, indicate the position of the fortified lines and
the units which occupied that sector. The remains of artillery batteries,
forts (and the ditches in front), and trenches are clearly visible, athough,
during the 36-year interval between the siege and the establishment of the
park, the fortifications and trenches have suffered marked alteration from
wind and weather. All the cannon barrels are originals, used during the
Civil War; the carriages are replacements. This self-guiding tour begins at
the museum, going north on Confederate Avenue. It provides a brief
ingpection of Union Avenue, proceeds to the national cemetery, a distance
of 6 miles, and returns south by way of Union Avenue. The numbered
stops of this tour correspond to the numbers on the tour map found above.
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Museum and administration building of Vicksburg National Military Park.

1. MUSEUM AND PARK HEADQUARTERS. Located at the center of
Confederate Avenue, at its junction with U. S. 80. Here are exhibits
illustrating and explaining the campaign and siege of Vicksburg and the
outstanding features of Vicksburg National Military Park. A recorded
lecture synchronized with lights on a large relief map explains fully the
story of the Vicksburg operations.

2. JEFFERSON DAVIS STATUE (in front of museum). Davis wasa
West Point graduate, Mexican Warcolonel, Mississippi cotton planter,
United States Senator, Secretary of War, and, finaly, President of the
Confederacy.

As you begin the tour, notice the natural strength of the Confederate
position on the crest of the ridge. The ground drops away to your right
and, several hundred yards across the ravine, rises to a similar and parallel
ridge. From this, the Union Army launched its siege operations against the
Confederate line. Before the siege began, all the trees between the lines
had been cut down by the Confederate engineers to insure a clear field of
fire.

3. PEMBERTON STATUE. Lt. Gen. John C. Pemberton, anative
Pennsylvanian, elected to fight for the South and commanded the
Confederate Army of Vicksburg. When a command in keeping with his
rank of three-star general was unavailable after Vicksburg, he voluntarily
resigned his commission and served as a lieutenant colonel of artillery for
the remainder of the war—a testimonial of hisloyalty to the South.

4. MISSISSIPPI MONUMENT. A State memorial to her 4,600 soldiersin
the siege, the bas-relief and sculptures around the base of the shaft depict
battle scenes. The 9-inch Dahlgren gun at the rear of the monument was
one of the largest used at Vicksburg.

5. TILGHMAN STATUTE. This is a monument to Brig. Gen. Lloyd
Tilghman who was killed at the battle of Champion's Hill, 18 miles east of
Vicksburg, as he manned an artillery piece in an attempt to hold off a
Union charge. A broken gun carriage lies under his horse's forefeet.

6. LOUISIANA MONUMENT AND GREAT REDOUBT. The largest
fort on the Confederate line, its well-preserved walls extend on both sides
of the Louisiana memoria. On top is the Eternal Torch. The low marble
markers on the slope, below the avenue in front of the fort, mark the
farthest advance of Union regiments in the unsuccessful assault of May
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22. On the ridge, 200 yards away, is the Union line.

7. SURRENDER SITE. Grant and Pemberton met under an oak tree,
midway between the lines, for surrender negotiations. The tree
immediately vanished to provide souvenirs of the historic event; notches
on this monument erected by Union soldiers after the surrender are the
work of latter-day souvenir hunters.

The tour now follows Union Avenue, which parallels Confederate Avenue,
for a short distance before returning to the Confederate line.

8. MICHIGAN MONUMENT. Symbolic figure of Michigan bringing
laurels to her soldiers of the siege. Beyond the monument, left of the
avenue, notice the wall which protected the Union artillery.

9. SHIRLEY HOUSE. A siege landmark, and termed the "White House"
by the soldiers, it is the lone surviving wartime structure in the park.

v | = gy

The Illinois Memorial.

10. ILLINOIS MONUMENT. Modeled after the Pantheon in Rome, this
Memorial Temple, the largest monument on the field, is dedicated to the
36,312 Illinois men whose names are inscribed on the bronze plaques
within. The Illinois Commission specified that no device in dicative of war
should appear on the memorial.

11. THIRD LOUISIANA REDAN. This Confederate fort, marked by the
three artillery pieces at right of the avenue, was reached by "Logan's
Approach,” a Union advance trench. Federal engineers constructed a mine
underneath the redan and exploded 2,200 pounds of powder, which
blasted a tremendous crater into which Union infantry raced, only to be
driven back after severe fighting.

12. GLASS BAYOU BRIDGE. The precipitous slopes of the ridges and
deeply cut ravines protected the city, making Vicksburg a natural fortress.
The 75-foot drop from the bridge well illustrates the difficult terrain over
which the Union Army moved.
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13. ARKANSAS MONUMENT. Site of the Arkansas memorial. The twin
pylons are representative of North and South, which were split by the
sword of war and reunited by the cross of faith in a restored Union.
Depicted on the left are Arkansas soldiers repelling a Union assault; on the
right, the Confederate ram Arkansas.

14. MISSOURI MONUMENT. A border State, Missouri wasdivided in
sympathy during the Civil War. Her soldiers enlisted in the armies of both
the North and the South. By the fortunes of war, in this sector of the siege
line, Missouri soldiers of the Union and Confederate armies faced and
fought each other. The monument honors both. The plague on the left
depicts Missouri Federals attacking this position; on the right, Missouri
Confederates defending it. Between the panels, the prow of the Ship of
State symbolizes the divided Union; the figure above is the Republic,
emerging from the war with renewed strength.

15. STOCKADE REDAN. For aclose view of siege warfare, walk up into
the fort, to the artillery piece at the right of the avenue. From the ridge 150
yards away, Union cannon, which are trained on the fort, blasted the
Confederate defenders continuously. During the assault of May 22, Grant's
infantry reached the wall of the fort. The two black markersin front of the
cannon and just below it indicate where colorbearers planted their flags,
amost at the top of the wall, before the assault was broken and driven
back.

16. OBSERVATION TOWER. Erected by the Vicksburg National
Military Park Commission, in 1909, to provide a panoramic view of the
park and the city of Vicksburg.

17. FORT HILL. Anchoring the Confederate |eft flank on the Mississippi
River, its guns commanded the Union right as well as the river. The flags
of England, France, Spain, the United States, and the Confederate States
have flown over this historic site, where the bluffs meet the river, during
the centuries-old struggle for control of the Mississippi. Fort Nogales
(Spanish) was built here in 1791, and Fort McHenry, 1798, was the first
American settlement at Vicksburg. The water below the fort is not the
Mississippi River—it changed its course in 1876—but the Yazoo
Diversion Cana, bringing the Yazoo water into the old bed of the
Mississippi.
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Terracesin Vicksburg National Cemetery.
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18. VICKSBURG NATIONAL CEMETERY. Established in 1866 to
reinter the remains of nearly 17,000 Union soldiers who had been given
temporary burial in scattered locations during the war. The identity of
amost 13,000 of the soldiers is unknown. The national cemetery also
contains the remains of veterans of the Mexican and Spanish-American
Wars, World Wars | and 1, and Korea.

From the lower cemetery drive, you may leave the park and emerge 2
miles north of downtown Vicksburg on U. S. 61. If time permits, we
recommend your completing the tour of the park by following the "Park
Tour" arrows from the cemetery, south on Union Avenue, in order that you
may view the Union lines and monuments and the southern portion of the
park.

19. UNION NAVY MEMORIAL. The 202-foot shaft is atribute to the
achievements of the Union Navy in the Vicksburg operations. Statues of
four fleet commanders, Admirals Farragut and Porter and Flag Officers
Davis and Andrew H. Foote, surround the base.

20. GRANT'S HEADQUARTERS. An equestrian statute of General Grant
marks his headquarters location. Impressive monuments, here, of five
northeastern States—PENNSYLVANIA, NEW  HAMPSHIRE,
MASSACHUSETTS, NEW YORK, and RHODE ISLAND—indicate
their troops were on the exterior line of defense against Johnston's army.

21. WISCONSIN MONUMENT. "Old Abe," the famous Wisconsin war
eagle and mascot of the 8th Wisconsin, was carried aongside the
regimental colors, on the march and in battle, through 3 years of war. A 6-
foot bronze replica atop the State monument now honors his war service.
Names of all Wisconsin soldiers at Vicksburg are on plaques around the
base.

22. MINNESOTA MONUMENT. At the base of the 100-foot shaft, a
symbolic figure of Peace holds a shield and a sword, signifying that the
soldiers of both armies have placed their weapons in her keeping, and the
Unionis at peace.

23. IOWA MONUMENT. In front, a mounted colorbearer with unfurled
flag awaits the order to advance. The six bronze bas-relief panels portray
scenes of the Vicksburg operations in which lowa soldiers participated—
the bombardment of Grand Gulf, the battles of Port Gibson, Jackson,
Champion's Hill, and Big Black River, and the assault on Vicksburg of
May 22, 1863.

24. FORT GARROTT. Also caled Square Fort, its walls are well
preserved. The two lines of markersin front of the fort indicate the site of
"Hovey's Approach"—a Union trench dug almost against the walls of the
Confederate fort.
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. The Alabama Memorial.

25. ALABAMA MONUMENT. Around the flag—which representsthe
spirit of Alabama—the group of figures symbolizes the courage and
devotion of both the soldiers and women of Alabama during the war. The
monument was dedicated in 1951.

This completes the park tour. By continuing northward on Confederate
Avenue for one-half mile, you will reach U. S. 80 at Memoria Arch.
Turning left, through the arch, you will be in the city of Vicksburg.
Colored route markers will guide you over U. S. 61 north and south and U.
5. 80 west through the city. You may also reach U. S. 61 south and U. 5.
80 west by turning south at the Alabama Monument and following
Confederate Avenue through the southernmost portion of Vicksburg
National Military Park to U. 5. 61, below the city of Vicksburg.
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The Park

Vicksburg National Military Park was established in 1899 to preserve
the site of the siege of Vicksburg and was placed under the jurisdiction
of the War Department. In 1933, it was transferred to the National Park
Service of the United States Department of the Interior. The park
consists generdly of the Confederate and Union siege lines, now
Confederate and Union Avenues, and the area between. The park's 30
miles of avenues and about 1,330 acres of federally owned land contain
128 artillery pieces and 1,600 monuments, markers, and tablets, as well
as 17 State memorials.
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How To Reach the Park

The park forms a semicircle around the city of Vicksburg, Miss., which
is located at the intersection of U. S. 80 and 61, midway between
Memphis and New Orleans.

Administration

Vicksburg National Military Park is administered by the National Park
Service of the United States Department of the Interior. Communications
should be addressed to the Superintendent, Vicksburg National Military
Park, Box 349, Vicksburg, Miss.

Related Areas

Other Civil War battlefields administered by the National Park Service,
and important to the military operations in the West, are: Shiloh, Stones
River, and Fort Donelson National Military Parks, Tenn., and
Chickamauga and Chattanooga National Military Park, Ga—Tenn.

Visitor Facilities

The Union and Confederate siege lines are well marked and readily
visible from Union and Confederate Avenues. Information and free
literature, as well as the service of park historians, are available in the
museum which contains exhibits explaining and illustrating the
Vicksburg operations. An electrical relief map synchronized with a
recorded lecture affords a full explanation of the campaign and siege to
each visitor. Educational groups may receive a guided tour of the park.
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