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HISTORY OF ZION

by
A. H. WOODBURY

People coming into Zion Canyon, look up at the wonderful towers and
temples in admiration, and often wonder not only at the significance of

the name of the canyon, but alsc of the appellations of many of the unique

scenic features, The significence of these nsmes is inseparably

connected with western history.

In order to tell the story properly, it is necessary to go back to
the time when our forefathers in the east were waging a war of independ-
ence. At that time in the yesr 1776, a Spanish priest was roaming through
this region of Utah, Prior to this time, the Spsniards had esteblished
rigsions and settlemenmts throughcut what is now Mexico, New Mexico, Arisona
and California. Several ettempts had been made to finé =z route through
from Sente Fe, New Mexico to Monterey, Califorrnia, but most of these were
frustrated by the presence of the Grand Canyon of the Colorado, which had
first been discovered by Cardenas in 1540, Padre Escalante, Imowing
of these attempts, and having viewed the Grend Canyon himself, in 1776
attempted with a small party, & northern route arcund the canyon, hoping
thereby to reach Monterey. He proceeded northward into Colorado and
finding a wandering Indian, whose home was on what is now Utah Leke,
he persuaded the Indian to guide him eastward. After crossing Grand and
Green Rivers, they finally found their way down to the shores of
Utah Lake where they were well received by the Indians to whom they

preached of Christianity,




These were the first white men, so far &8s we know, to enter what,
iz now the State of Utah, After visiting several days with the Irfians
and promising teo come again, Escalante took leave of them ard stariea
southweatward down through what was then a desert reglou.

By this time, it was getiing late in the seascn, and &8s it becane
apparent that it would be impossible to make to the coast end return, a
division of opinicn developed in the party, some desiring to returnm,
others desiring to continue. The question was decided in ftavor of
returning by casting lots. Ipnstéad of retrecing their steps the way
they had come, they turred southeastward and came out to the edge of the
denert somewhere near Cedar City where & monument to his memory has been
erectad in the form of the up-to-.date Escalante Hotel,

They then passed southward along the route now traversed by the
road southward into Dixie and crossed the Virgin River in the vicinity
of Hurricane. He was thus the first white man to discover the river om
which Zion Canyon is located. In his diary, he mentions the sulphur
gprings that occur on the river between La Verkin and Hurricane. After
crossing the river there, he went on southward into Arigona and then
turned eastward toward the Kaibab Forest. After a great many dif-
ficulties, and &fter being misdirected by the Indians, he finally
found his way across the Colorado River at what is now known as the

Crossing of the Fathers, about twenty to thirty miles north of the Tiah-

Arigons line. The stone stsps that were cut to get their horses

dowm to the water's edge were recently discovered by Governor George
H. Dern of Utah and companions in 1925, on'a trip through that psrt of

the canyon.
i
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It appears that two other Spaniards entered Utah over the same

route as Escalante, one Mestas in 1805 and the other, Arse Gercia, in
1812-3, but so far as is known their entry has no significance in the
history of Zion.

The next important character t> concern us here is Jedediah S. Smith,
an American fur trader, who with his partners, Subletted and Jackson,
maintsained headquarters at Bear Lake in Northern Utah. These men had come
west with Aghiey on his seczond expedition in 1823 and having learned the
fur tra=der game, they bought out Ashley's intereats when he decided %o
retire.

These young trzders who had been trapping through Idaho, Wyoming and
northern Utah decided to extend thelr operations southward and so Ffitted
out Spith with & party of about sixteen men with the intention of explor-
int the region to the gouth and west. 8mith left their cutpost on the
shore of Great Salt Lske on August 22, 1326. Going southward past Uien Lake
{fron the beat information available)y it appears that he found the Sevier
River nnd‘félloted it up to its hesd, passing a few miles to the west of

Bryce Ca:~~-n, but of course not seeing tae canyon.

* There is another theory supported by rather pleusible evidence that

Smith led his brigade southwest from about Nilford and iraveled by way of
Clover Velley Rash, Muddy River, etc. In fact, the Muidy is thought to be the
hdams River. Wam. J. Snow,

This theory, however, is rather untenszbls., See lmle, The Ashby-Smith
Explorations, page 187, quoting Smith's letter to Clark. Smith aacended
Ashleys River{Sevier) finding the Sampatch (Sanpete) Indians. He passed
over & range of mountzins running southeast and northwest and struck &
river running southwest., ¥The country is mountzinous to east; towards the west

there are sandy plains and detsched rocky hille., — Here (about ten days
3.




march down it) the river turns to the southeast.® On page 303, Dale
publishes Gallatin's mep of 1836, to which 8mith 1z credited with hnving
contrituted. And in the region, under consicderation, Smith must have teen
entirely responsible. He shows the Adams River heading very close to the
source of Ashleys River and flowing southwest to its furn eand then shifting
to 2 little east of south, and occupying the region traversed by the Virgin
River. It, therefore, seem: clearly evident that Smith's route lay along

-

the latter river and not the ¥eadow Valley %ash, Nevada.  A.M.F.

Passing over the divide 2% the head of that r£vér, he cane into the
head of one fork of what is now the Virgin Kiver. He gave it the name of
Adans fiver in honor of the then president of the Tnited States. He passed
on dowrn: the river to its junction with the Colorado, thence on down that
river &#s far as the Needles, irisona, After procuring supplies from the
Indians at this place, he went on westward across the Mojave Desert to
the Pacific coest near where Los Angeles now stands, resching there in
late November,

He was detained here by the Spaniards until February 1827, when he
obtained permission to return the way he had come. However, he hesitated
to fece agein the dangere and hardships through which he had passed and
so determined to go farther north on his return trip, so after lesving the

setilements, he turned northward through what is now interior California,

going about as far as the Stanislaus River, where he failed in an attempt
to cross the Sierra Nevada Mountsins., Leaving his party in the ¥alleys below,
he again sttempted & crossing and with two companions succeeded in April.

During Mgy and June they crossed the hot dry deserts of Nevada and arrived

back at Bear Lake in July to keep his rendesvous with his partners,

®




Having left his pnarty in California, it was nccemsary for him to
return, so fitting out another expedition of about fifteen men, he re-
traced his route., It appesrs thet &s he was traversing the river that he
had previously named Adams, one of his men by the name of Thomas Virgin
was wounded by the Indians, and he, therefore, changed the neme to Virgin,

Going on down to the Needles, the Indians treacherously attached
his party while crossing the Colorado River and killed about ten of the
party and he lost most of his supprlies. W%ith the remainder of his party,
throuy~ extreme hardships, he crossed the fojave Desert and rejcine? his

party in central Caelifornia. After further troubles with the Sparnigh

euthorities, he finelly made his way northward toward the Columbtiz River.

Upon reaching the Umpgua, his party was attached by the Indians in
his sbsence and two besides himself escaped. Thomas Virgin wis one of those
killed, Smith reached the Columbiz River in safety and throus: the hédp
of the British, he obtained his furs from the Indians and finally fourd
hie way bzck br way of the {olumbia River,

Thus Smith wes the first man to traverse the Virgin River, the First
to discover the southwest route Jrz:iz Salt Lake to the Pacific, eud the
first %o discover the western route from Salt Lake to the Pacific,

The next pecple of imporiunce are the Mormons, the first of whon
arrived irn Salt Lake on July 24, 1847. For several years, these people
had been making preparations to move west from Illimois, and their leaders
had gathered information of the west from meny sources, trappers, travelers,
traders, explorers and government officers. All literature available was
enxiously scanned and discussions of the movement were of common occurrence

in meetings and newspaperg, so that whor the moverent was finzlly insugurated,




the leaders were quite fully informed about the country to which they

were coming. And when, on that memorable day they arrived on the preaent
site of Salt Lake City, SBrigham Young said without any hesitation whateve,
®This is the place,® whicn staitement the Mourmong have cherighed in tra-
4ition and song.

They built & city thaere ané started the construction of a témple.

Since it wag the headquarters of their church they osften referred te the
place as Zion but as it grew, of course, it took on the name of Salt Lake
City. As more people were continually arriving, Young, the grest colone
izer, sent colonists in ell directions te setile up t7e surrounding country.
e also had scouts out exploring the region.

Upon hearing of the warm semi-tropicsl climate existing &lone the Vir-
gin River, it cccurred to Toung that cotton could be raised there. Tt will
be remembered that these people uefe & thousgand miles from a reilroad, and
that they had to haul their supplies that they did not produce, from the
¥igsdurl River, This, of course, was very expensive, and Young decided to
attempt the raising of cotion to help out in the clothing probliem.

Accordingly, colonists were sent tc settle on the Virgin River. Young's
method was to select a balanced group of veople, including the different
types of workers, srofessional peovnle and leaders in about the propor-tion

- that would be needed in building & commmnity, and send them out to make the
settliements. This was orobably one of the greatest of his gecrets of success
in colonization.

These settlers began arriving on the river in 1253 and by 1361 most of
the settlements had bteen founded along its course. A1l land for farming had
to be irrigated and naturally the settlements were made where water could be
got out on to the tillable land. Censeque:tly most of them were made along

the benks of the stream, The fi .3t arrivals naturally selected the closest




and most accessible lend and the later comers had to push farther and
farther along the stream in =earch of suitable placas to settle.

By 1261, the settlers (cbout a dozen f&milies), had peustrated ae
far as ‘the present location of some of the Springdale flelds just below
the presernt site of the town of Springdele &t the mouth of Zicn Canyon.
These first settlerz included the following ne-es; Joseph Millet, Alma

*{1let, Em. Black snd his three sons, Willlcm, George an? Joscrh, Aitert

Petty and family, Howard Whitlock , ¥ rum lorris and an ol2 man by the name

of Norton.

By this time &lso, other settlemeits had been made along the river &t
St. George, Washington, Santa Clara, Toquerville, Grafton, Duncan's Retrezt,
andi Rockville., They had alreedy tegun to raise cotton in the gsettlements
in the lower parts of the valley, and on this account they gave the region
the nane of Dixie, Utsh's Dixie. They constructed a cotton mill at Fash-
ington sbout 1365 and 4t ran and manmufactured cloth from then uniil the
late nineties when it was closed down. The ruins of the old red rock beild-
ing of the mill are still stending on the south side of the road just west
of the bridge in the litile town of Fashington on the erstelile Arrowhead
trail, now the Zion Park Highway.

The settlers who had pemetrated as far as Springdale very naturally
continued explorstion of the region around them, They were slready in a
very remarkzble section of tne canyon and couléd see more &nd mightier
cliffs and pinnacles beyond. Perhaps young Joseph Black little dreamed
what awaited him beyond when, one morning in the early summer of 1261, he
mounted his horse and set out up the river in quest of more or better farm-
‘ing iand,

Passing through the narrows just ebove ihe present park entrsnce, he




cane out into the main court of the then un-named canyon where &8 cloar
streanm of water meandere?® 1ts way between grassy bunks down through =
.ratural meadow. He found a strip of land that could ve cultivated on each
gide of the river.

But more than that, he found those incomparable towers and temples ang
those majestic cliffs that let the sunshine squeege in hetween them for a
short time during the middle of the day. And it seems that they thrilled his
aesthetic senses and that he realized the grandeur and beauly that ‘e was
the first of the white race to behold, for when he went back down to the
village below, e described t e wonders ithat he hed sesn In such <lowing
terms thet the people dubbed the canyon "Josevh'!s Glory®, half in derision
et nis fanci

But the people of those days had no time for relaxation such as sight-
seeing -~ it was all they could do te eke out & bare existence with a few
of the fundamental necessities of life. There werz nc truing, no telephonez
&nd no mail service and most traveling was donz by ox team, The thing that
interested the »eople in the village was the agricultural lan? in the canyon,

Hyrum Morris and Howard Whitlock decided to use some of 1i. Undaunted by

the 4ifficulties of getting there, toey hitche? two yoke of oxen on to the

hind wheels of 2 wagon and hanginz & plow and a %grib box® on behind they

made their way up the canyon. It was impossible tc go along the siream bed,
so they turned off on the west side about one quarter mile ahove the park
entrance and climbed the steep side hill to the sandy bench which the tele-
phone line now traverses. From this bench, they worked off into the canyon
that is now known as the Court of Patrisrchs and down it to the main

canyon where they first put their plow into the soll and turned the firat

furrow of that virgin soil. It is renorted that they planted corn and raised




a crop that first year. Other people fellowed latur and other lnnﬁ wag
cultivated from that time forward.

Within the next two or three years, probably about 1863, three setilers
went into the canyon teo live. One of them, William Heaps by name, was & deser~
ter from Johnson's srmyv, no doubt seeking isolatién, and at that tine, he un-
doubtedly found an idezl place. He tuilt & little rock cabin on the west
side of the river at the mouth of Emerald Pool Canyon (for—erly imown as
Heaps Canyon) near a point where some largs cotionwood trees &re now stancing.

is two compsnions, Ismac behunrin &nd George Folfe, slthou;h not de-
serters from en army were typiczl western rernegades. They were a poor sort
of lormons, and though rought old characters, were very religious withal,
Behunnin built t¥o log cebins across the river from Heaps, one cabin stand
ing just deside the roed about one quarter mile above the Lodge, the othaer
bns stending about 100 yards to the west, in what is now a dry-course of
the rivér bed. Rolfe went a little farther upstream, and erected one cebin
‘beside the road about one half mile above the Lodge near the bend in the
road and another oﬁe at the place where the putlic camp ground now stands,
juat between the comfort st:tlon and the road.

These people raised corn and tabacco, a little garden truck and certain
other crops, kept a few livestock around their places znd thus eked out an
existence among their sesthetic sur ~oundings. But with all. their hardships,
it seems that they realized tiie wonders and beauties of the canyon walls.

It is related that Behunnin used to sit in his yard of an evening and look

up st the towers and temples on every side. They appealed to him as symbolic

of the divine and he used to say “Here we have nzturzl temples., Ve can
worship as we please®™, He was mentally raking comparison with Spl1t L2ke

vher they were building a temple and which wss usually referred to &s Zion.
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"~ Continuing he soliloquised that "This is as much Zion as Salt Lake, we'll

call this Little Zdon.® 4nd Little Zion the canyon came to bz known.

It 1s reported that, at cne time & fow years later, Brigham Young
came to Springdale to see a piece of land that he had there and the people
told him in glowing terms of the wonderful scenes in Little Zion an” was
about to visit the place., However, he inquired who lived up there &nd being
told that these three old renegades were the only ones, -e said:r "No, it's
not Zion. Zidn is the place where the pure in heert dwell.® and he rerused’
to go visit the plsce. Thereefter meny of the peorle hypercritieslly re-
ferred to it as ®Not Zion.®

¥ t@;ngthe next few years, livestock increase? greatly in numbers and
both she;fﬁ and catile came %0 be gresed in lerger numbers both in the canyon
and on tﬁé mountains sbove. With tie tramping of trails throug™ tze vezota—

 due to such gresing, they way was opened up by which the rain, when {t

1, could run down the trails, pick up loose particles of sani and thus
: 1s with which to cut out the grass and roots alorg the streax channel.

e6lly the time came when a heavy storm brought enough sand and grovel w' th

' do enormous cutting and it weshed out its bed through the grassy benks

left the old mesdow highk and dry. 4nd the evil conditions have been ex-
rgﬁéd durin- & large part of the intervening time since then &nd tre
river hhs continued to wash at its banks and bed scouring an? enlarging, and

along

%;’cr?*se from Zion to its junciion with the Ccloradc, has wasghed &wsy
thcul&nd; of acres of fertile land - damege that can never be repasired.

It is reported that in those days beaver were plentiful slong the stres-s,
but they have practically disappeared. |

Along ebout 1865, Indian troubles developed in the regionasnd the reople

‘frow Springdale &an? Shonesburg all moved down to Rockville for better protec-

tion.4xfhcre is no evidence to indicate that any of thez went up into Zion

10




} SO Canyon for protecﬁion.‘ For the next several yeara, the people had ﬁq

'~band together and wﬁenever ‘they” went into the fields to work, they eibhsr

; R went in groups or took precavtions of safetv.

A’ter the subSLdence of' the Indian menace, plans for re»settling

Springdale (and Shonesburg}«developed. In 1874, a new ditch was taken

out of the river above the old settlement of Springdale and in 1875, the

town was settled in its present location.

At about tﬁis time also, an attempt was made to estéblish wnat was
called the United Order, a socialistic community in which theoreticzally
cach was to share alike, FEach one joining the order had to turn over
all property to the community. The idea seems to have appesled to the
three\gettlers in:Zion Canyon., They joined the order and turned over
their rights in thchén"on. But after a short time they became dissat-
1sf1ed, disappointed at tae conditlons that developed anﬁ 50 they with—

‘drew. They were pald in lvvestocx and other goods for their property in

kZion and they moved avay . Upon the break-up of the order, soon after this,
"ihe»property in Zion was allotted to Springdale people. Duriﬁg the inter-

j,véning years, different pieoes of property paased from one hand to another, Un-

'?til qu9 when the area was wlthdrawn as & National Monumen%, when, becausge

vithe land had never been surveyed and no tltles estgbllshed, the people haﬁ to

; 'give up ths use of the land.
' Durlnv the period of use cf the 1and, people at dlffcrent times)and

‘  V f~places, planted oat orchardo and to thig dgy t“ere are remnants of some
~’~o; these orcharas left. 0poosmte the lodge, on the 'is;aﬂd" left betneen

the oxd meander of the rwver bed and the present nosmtion of the river i9 




'Q“still a paach orchard that nas run wild but still bears delicioua frult if

‘:you can beat the squlrrels to 1t. Another neach tree still standa &gside
the road about half way between the Lodge and the public camp. 4&nd ut;ll ane.
other one off to- tne west of the public camp.

The 1and where the public camp is 1ocated wasg farmed by 0. D. Gi fford
after Rolfe s=o0ld out in 1875 and the trees that now'cover the camp site«have
- mostly grown up since that iime“ Byring the time that he vas farming there,
the red arch fell out and built ﬁp the éandy‘point of slope unde:neéth,,’Thia ;
was about 1880 or 1881. ¥r. Gifford was not there at the time of the.fail,lbﬁtv
the next day when he game from ?Q#ﬂ to work, he found a jarge rogck hed mL;Leé
- down 1nto(his cornfield. Prior to the fall, a'clump_of pines stood in tbe"’
: 'cove beneath tut the massive amount of rock that came dovm ground mos‘b of
~them to splinters, and the rock lteelA gseems to have been mostly crushed and
ground to sand and small piecem, There are practically no»largé‘rqcksvle£§ 
to téll the story. )

William Russel of Grafton relates that he well remembers ri di’lg the cul-
tivator horse up and down the corn rows in fromt of wherc the Lodge now standa.

"Top® Stout of Hurricane, Utah, relates how, about 1893,'that he aﬂd:two

'vcomnanles seeking & way to get on top of the east rim of Zion, went up the

','canyon to the Big Ben and climbed afoot up to the top over the rcute that was

later developed into the first east rim trail. This trail vas firat,gpgnedfup

in 1896 by the stockmen so they could trail catt;e up and dovn.‘ ‘ | |
’ A fet years. later than thls, a young 1nventive genius by the name of ’

’iiFlannigan ccnceived the 1dea of inst«lling a qlre conveyor to let lumber down

T

‘from 'bb.a 'bqp of the mmmtam te the valley floor, and in 1900, an anuless
 ~‘ba1ing wire cable running around druns at both ends was installed and proved

so successful that . a few years later, about 1906 the baling wire was r@placed

iiu'by a three eighfhs inch wire cable, which is still in oporation and may be ‘seen B




"atbwb£iiféday ﬁponVSpeciél occ;siénszwﬁpn 1um$e§~isl£eihé}ic;er;d; ‘
o During Major Powellts second memorable trip through the Grﬂn& Ganyon of o
: f:the Colorado Rivsr in 1872, he heard of Zion Canyon and took: occasion to
o go over and visit ite

,ﬁajqr'Powell“gave the canyon a new neme which '#sksupégsed\to bé authe
entic and of course had the sanction of the government behind it. Hevéailed
it the Mukuntuweap (Moo-koon!-to-weep) and applied the same neme to tﬁaﬁ fork
‘of the Virgin River flowing thfdugh~it. To the east fork of the,riVéf'an,the '
gimilarly wonderful canyon through which it flows, he gave the name of Parumi-
wéap.”The origin of these names is in doubt. One sfory or legend has it tﬁat
an Indian that the Fhites called Mugginé had a small garden plot in tbehmouth‘
6f the canyon, and the indians called it Mukuts (Muggiis) tuweap (farm),
meaning the canyon where Muggina! farm was located.

But it is doubtful if this is correct in view of anothor legend which holds
that Mukunta refers to the Great Spirit and weap,refers to the land of or place
‘where. Thﬁs the meaning would be phe~p1ace where the Great Spiriﬁ dwells. fhis
‘ is ihkhgrmqny with the belief of the Indians that the Great Spirit dwelt on the
West Tempds, the prominent tablet which Captain Button so’glowingly'described
as in thekforegrouﬁdﬁ It is situated directly west of Spr¢ngdale, and *He In~

| dians implicltly obeyed a superstztion that they held that they mst not stay

"_141n the canyon above that p01nt after dark. The Springdale people attest the

A'ﬂfact that in the egrly days they have often seen belated Indians hnrry1ng out
of -the Canyon so as not to be caaght there'after dark. And after a. succeasful

‘iday's hunt in the canyon abovo, they often dropped a pieee of venison as thqy

“»,passed hy the temple in nropit*ation to the Great Spirit.

‘The name Mukuntuweap, however, was not the name by. whlch the Indians Jnew

t.V They called it Ioogoon, which. means. the arrow quiver, that is you must




"*ffhthe mcuth.

,\aome out the uay you go in; there is only ane opening to the canyon at *afﬁ]f*‘

3

And this name Mukuntuweap never proved popular with ’ohe local poopia. |
In face, it was scarcely known except on cert-ain maps and was regardeci as
en obsolete term until the area was withdrawn on July 31, 1909 as the
%ukuntuweap National Monument. 1t was so unpopular,‘however,~that uheﬁk‘
the status was changed to that of a National Park on Hov. 19, 1919, Congress;A
saw fit to ch&nge the name to Zion National Park. At the time the area
was withdrawn as a national monument, there ware several pieceé’of faiming'
Jand scattered up and down the canyon that were actually beiné«farmedk
and there were so many cattle being grased in the canyon thaﬁ the
ground was practically bare of small growth between the larger trees and
brush. It wag a case of very bad overgrasing. |

Naturally, stock were excluded from grgzing in the canyon soon after

~ 1t was withdram and during the SuCCeeding'years; it has had & chance to

recuperateVandrthe wonderful rec:udescense of growth since that time is
vffery interesting to study. .
The first settilers to penetrate the canyon had to pick their uay
 ‘between vertlcal cliffs and over exceedingly steep and rock strewn slopes.

‘ AB they began to cultivate the land so that they made more or lesgs regu— :

\?«flflar %rips ‘back and forth it became necessa:y to build roa&s.- The first

‘ entrance with the oxen and wagon wheels went vie the rest sxﬁe of the N

’erivor, but when they attemcted to pic? out a- road for more or *ess 1nter~~

‘; mittant tnarfic, a zuute wna nulecbaa on the oaat aida ana Ln nxd!v o 59&; .
'}i;%past the “1ower"knarrows just above the park entrance, they climbed the e
folrought/slope about half way up to the foot of the hlgher cliffs.V Remanants

’ I\;”‘oi' this old road ‘can still be found 1n places where it has not been obltter—« |

ated bv ‘the ravages of nature. :




 This route had been selected becaﬁéé‘ii was théjé&aiést rodta thaﬁ 7‘1u

,couidvﬁé fbund. it was, however, of very poor grade and was hard tc ﬁvaval
since 1t climbed up and 6own the mountainside 80 much.‘ So another route'

was selected up the river bed, crossing and recrossing the river’in ‘a. ~ ﬁf

~ good many places.

The grade of the new route was much better tban the old but it in-
volved much heavlier comnstruction work. In those days (abuut 1872) they
had no explosives to work with and if boulders obstructed the way that
were too big to move out of the‘way, it did not stop constructidn’work;
no, not for those undaunteé pioneers. They simply dug a hole'undérﬁeath
and let the rock roll into it and bury itself. |
In constructing this road, they encountered a huge boulder on the 31
steep side.hill in such abposition'that'they could not digress withvthe_
foad, It was absolutely necessary to move the rock; Three mén sef fﬁi}’ 
‘“fork to dig the hole undernesth the lower side. As they progressed with
 the work, they found %the work hard and the day was hot. Aé‘theytneafed
‘the end of the job,‘they sat déwn in the cool shade of the rock to feéty ﬂ 
Ggorge’Ayérs stretched himself out in the bottom of,the‘hoiesﬁithﬁa<
CQmpahion‘sitting on each side, Some one from above shduted‘doﬁn\'Tﬁé»dld,i
f‘_réckllooké like it is about resdy to go. What would yoﬁ do if it should |
'come?ﬁ | | ' 
Both of the companions stated that they would sure be getting éut of |
. there if it gavé slgns of moving

Vot so with Ayers. He- saidx 'I wouldn't even move, for I couldn’t

1*iget out in time if I d1d.®
R He hardly finished when a warning shout gave the slgnal 'l’hat the
rock waa moving. The two partners respondpd to the ‘arning and jumped to .

; safety nﬁ Ayers was true to hie word.




The roa.d vas aftemrd ﬁnished and ‘served for thra traffic in amd s

f out of the Park until ‘the Park Service, about l920~4, eonstructed ths

well graded road now traversing the canyon. E
In 1880, Captain Dutton of ‘the U 8. Geol. Survey, visited the region

and was so enthralled by the sqenic splendors that he Wrote ™% in

an'instAnf, there flashed before us a scene ne%er to Ee fbrgotten. In |

4‘§oming time it will, I believe, tske rank vith‘a‘vexy ém&ll number of;

spectacles each of which will, in its own way, be regarded as the most

equisiéekof itsykind which the world discloses. The scene before ua wasg

~ the Templesg and Towérs of the Virgin.

"Across ihe further foreground of the éicture stretches the innerk
'Cahyon of the Virgin, about 700 feet in depth and here Of considerable
’width, Its bottom is for the most part unseen, but in'ohe place is
disclosed by & turn in its course, showing the vivid green of vegetation.
Across’ the canyon #* # % gtands the central arnd ommanding object of
 'vthe plcture,,the western temple, rising 4000 feet sbove the river; *¥§4’

~Yet it was only the central object of a mighty throng of structures wrought
»’up to the same exslted style and filling up the entire panoramé.f***gfhé}_p’;
etfect is is much like that which the architect of theVMiian Cathedral appegrs
4o have designed, though here it is vividly suggested rather than f§11y
i réalized, ;% A row of towers half & mile high is quarried out of the . 

‘“”balisade,‘and‘stands well advanced from-its face; There i° an eloquence?

A~[;1n thei* forms which stirs the 1maginatlon with a singular power and

’ k;ndles in the mind of the dullest observer 8 glowing response.
The name of ”Zion" seems singularly appropriate for the canyon ao 3}~“

ﬂlntricately adorned with ‘the peaks and pinnacles inseparably connected




‘7{,:?in the mind with towers and temples.' Aa the old oionear B@hunnin aptly

 f‘ remarked *Here we have natural temples. ﬁe can worship ap we pleage.

And this veny freedom of worship is almost compelling. Who can- look up
at the’ magnlflcence and nagnitude of these natural temples, 80 adorned
wlth natures vivid coloring, without feelinr that awe and 1nspiration,-<f 

so akin to"wérship,Vthat comes from a realization of the master £Orces~'

: thét have worked through the enduring ages ta,abcomplish such # METVElm
ous thing. With this setting, it is no wonder thet the name "Zion®

- survived the harsher and inappropriate name of Mukuntuweap,

| And~it is no wonder that the thousands of peoplé who visit the can-
yon are imbued with;the feeling. It was probably under this spell that
the canyon weaves into the lives that vis*t it, that the fiery preacher

- Frederick Vining Fischer, went up and down the canyon in 1913 bestowing

names right and left in harmony with the great idea, Other names also

have’éfeptyin,lbut most of those that have survived are in keepiag‘withx"
the Spirit of the Canyon. y S

Let us look &t a few of the nemes that harbor this spirit.k First, 
“r we have the Watchman {on the éast near Sprinédale), next the Altar‘df;
S&crifice (a flat topped pinnacle on the west, the white walls streaked

with the red stains from the altar), next the Sentlnel (also on’ the west)‘ffk

‘then the Three Petriarchs and thelr court (a side canyoa com*ng from the} L

’west), the Temple . of the Sun (a peak on the ‘east whose summit catches et

fgthe flrst rays of the sun in tne morning and reflects the last glow in

" the evening), and then the main court of tha canyon leadlno up to the~‘

'“f‘Great White Throne (tbe central theme of the canycn) at the foot of 3*‘? 'N

"ft;which, we find the Great rgan beside the Angel's Landlng.' Beyond these,'.

- ‘at the end of the road, we find the Temple of 3inawava (a circular:}j~

{amphltheatre with an altar in the center) an& the‘end ofkth.,.failf}:
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"“ Samuel Wittwer of Santa Clara told me of some of his ezperﬂencaa
in early days. He cam® with his father, Christuan ﬁittwer, tc Santa *»':f
vClara with thn Swiss mig*ation in 1860 or 1861. Some time after, they

moved to Harmony and when he was 17, he made a trip back across the plaine

o get immigrants in 1864. Soon after returning, his father and fhmily

" moved to Spfingdale (abbut‘1865 or 1866) angd they uOOk up & plece of
land in Zion just above Behuannin. He does not recall Heups or Rolfe,
‘j‘buﬁ thinks prohably th at Rolfe took the farm they left when they

‘moved away. They had a hard time clearing land for cultivation.

;f " He states that the river Tlowed through & narrow meandering‘channel
. through the timber, brush and grass and that mﬁch of the valley botiom
| vas timbered (ash, boxelder, bottonwdod, squawbush and rosebushes)
‘{‘gand that it was such hard work to clear out Uhe brush so that they could '
F*cultivat» and the returns were so meagre tha* ‘they got discouraged and f’j;k
only atayed a year or two at Springdale ani spent only one summer Iin
zton, | P
| "Hé.he;ped to builﬁ the first wagon foad into,2idn up ihé’cénjcn;f:’f
. Prior to that the cart road tﬁéversed the side hill on thé‘eQSt. He |
. was staﬁdincfbesidé ‘the big rcck‘when GeorgefAyeré ias‘kiiled; dis

‘>‘;Jver31on of the story was %o the effect that after the hole was dug

under the edge of the rock, uhat Ayers and Tqylor got in the shade of g

‘lf the rock to reat. He (Hittwer) rema*ked that it was quite ‘a dangeroua*:

“‘f)‘rock, d they had better be careful. Taylor responded to the sugges—f{f§v‘

tion by squatting down;on his feet (beuding his knees and 81tting on

‘Thls heela) ready to move at the slightest warning, but Ayers sald: (, 

L




onl - iﬁ;é Safevenough; an'sat‘dcin“in'thé‘hdié. -As £h3vrbck gdvh'
way, Taylor sprange out being scraped by the rock and igaring off thq
skin of his shoulder. Ayers was maShed up pretty bad, it mashed his -
- head and;broke‘hisvarm in two or three places and killed him~instant1y.
“This happened in a narrow part of the canyon where the sides were quite :l
steep but not ledgy. :
About the time of the Indiaﬁ raid when Whitmore and McIntyre werb
¥illed, he and two others were sent out to Short Creek (or somewhere |
in thet region) to act as guards to watch for Indian signs and keep
7 iwatch ovef the cattle. He spent about three weeks there.
Soon after this they moved away and went to Ssnta Clara. He thinks
this must have been about 1867 or 1868, and he states tha; after he
left, most of the people from Springdale, Grafton, Dunc#n’s Rétreat’and
possibly Virgin moved into Rockvillie on account of the Indien sc&re.
He also states that at that time there was much fertile land all

up and down the river from Grafton down %o Duncan's and that the floods

that cane and tore up,these;fertile lands were later than the time

(signed) A. M. Woodbury

sﬁ‘}St. George, Utah : ) ~ T \«” T _l;”,fjg;7'~“V
| March 25,1927 ; N T :




