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HISTORY OF ZION 

by 

A. M. WOODBURY 

People coming into Zion Canyon, look up at the wonderf'ul towers and 

temples in admiration, and often wonder not only at the significance or 
the name of the canyon, but al.so of the eppellations of many of the unique 

scenic features. The significa11ce or these names is inseparably 

connected with western histor,r. 

In order to tell ~he story properly, it is necessary to go back to 

the time when our forefathers in the east were waging a war of indepelld­

ence. .At that time in t..'le year ~776, a Spanish priest was ro&F.ing through 

this region of Utah. Prior to this time, the Spsnia.rde had established 

missions and settlema::it3 throughout what is now Mexico, New 'Mexico, Arisona 

and California. Several attempts had beeu made to find a route through 

t'rom Santa Fe, New Mexico to Monterey, Califorrda, but most of t,.l1.ese were 

frustrated by t!le presence of t...'le Grand Canyon or the Colorado, which .had 

first been discoverP.d by Cardenas in 1540. Padre Escalante, knowing 

of these attempts, and having viewed the Grand Canyon himself, in 1776 

attempted rl~i. a small party, a northern route around the canyon, hoping 

thereby to reach Monterey. He proceeded northward into Colorado and 

finding a wandering Indian 1 whose home was on what is now Utah Lake, 

he persuaded the Indian to guide him eaatlr&.....'"d. After crossing Grand and 

Green Rivers, they final.ly found t..~eir -.-ay down to the sharPs of 

Utah Lake where they were well received by the Indians to whom they 

preached of Chr.:stiani t.Y. 
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'f.'hese ware the f·irst white men, so far as we lcno", to enter wh~ t. 

id now the State of Utah. After vislting several day:s wl th the lr•~!•nt~ 

and promising to come again, Escalante took le&ve of t~em a~d sta~~ 

southwestward down through what was then a desert regioa. 

By this time, it was getting late in the season, and aa it became 

apparent that it would be impossible to make to the coast and return, a 

di viaion of opinion dev-eloped in the party, aome desiring to return, 

others desiring to continue. The question was decided in t&"f'or of 

returning by casting lots. tnAtead of retracing their a tepa the •Y 

they had come, they turr .. ed southeastward and came out to the edge of the 

denert somewhere near Cedar City where a monument to )de memory bas been 

erectad in "t.he form of the UP-to-date Eacal.ante Hotel .. 

They then paseed soutbward along the route now travE-rsed qy the 

road southwrd into Dixie and crossed the Virgin River in the vlcinit)"' 

or Hu..~ricane. He was thus the first wb.i te man to disconr the river on 

which Zion Canyon is located. In his di.a.ry, he me11tions the 8lllpbnr 

springs that occur on the river between La. Verkin and Hurricane. Arter 

crossing the river there, he went on southward in to Ariaona and then 

turned eastr.n-d toward the Kaibab Forest. .ltter a great many dit­

ficulties, and after being misdirected by the Indians, he finally 

found his -.y across the Colorado River at what is now known as the 

Crossing of the Fathers, about twenty to th.J.rty miles north of the TJt&h­

Arizona line. The stone stJ:ps that were cut to get their horses 

doYn to the water's edge were recently discovered by Governor George 

H. Dern of Utah and companions in 1925, on· a trip through that part of 

the ca!lyon. 
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It appears that two other Spaniards entered Ut.h over thfl eame 

route as Escalante, one Mestas in 1805 and the othe4", Arse Gercia, ln 

1812-3, but so far aa is kno.-n their entr.f has no significance in tho 

history of Zion. 

The next important character t.l concern us here is Jedediah S. Smith, 

&..'1 .American fur trader, who with his partners, Sublett.e,d and Jackson, 

malnta:ned headq:aa:rters at Bear Lake in Nort:11ern Utah. These men had come 

west with £shj_ej. on his se~ond e.k~ition in 1823 and having learned the 

fur mner game, th~ bought out Ashley' 8 interests when he decided to 

retire. 

These young traders who had been trapping through Idaho, Wyoming and 

norther~ Utah decided to extend their operations southward and so fitted 

out b:mith with a party or about sixt-een men with the intention of explor­

int the region to the eout:,"'l and west. Smith left their outpost on the 

shore of Great Salt Lake on Augu.st 22, l.a26. Going southard past Utah Lr:tke 

(fron the best information available)t it appears trAt he found the Sevier 

River &nd followed it up to its head, passing a few miles to the west or 

Br.yoG Ca::--m, but of course not seeing tile canyon. 

• There iB another theory supported by rather plausible evidence that 

Sm.i th led his brigade southwest from about Milford and traveled by way o£ 

Clover Valley Wash, Muddy River, etc. In fact, the !.fu:•rty is th:>ught to be the 

Adams RiTer. W.. J. Snow. 

This theory, however, is rather untenabl~. See Dale, the .Ashby-Smith 

Explorations, page 187, quoting Smith's letter to Clark. Smith ascended 

.lshleys River(Sevier) finding the Sampatch (Sanpete) Indians. He passed 

over a range of mountains run...l"J.ing southeast and north1rest and struck a 

river running eouthwest. IITne country is mountainous to ea.stJ towards 

there are sandy plains and detached rocky hills. - Here {about te~ days 
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march down it) the river t11rns to the southeast.• On page .303, Daltt 

publ:i.ahes Gallatin's map of 18:36, to which Smit.'l is credited wit.~ tmrlng 

contributed. .And in the region, under co::sideration, Smith must havo l•uf:a?t 

entire+Y responsible. He Shows the Adams River heading very close to the 

source of Ashleys River and nor_'lg southwest to its turn and then shifting 

to a little east of south, and occupying the region traversed by the Virgin 

River. It, therefore, seem~ clenr~y evid~nt that Smith's route lay along 

the latter river and not the !~eadow Valley Wash, Nevada. A.M.W. 

Passing over the divide !'~ the head of that river, he ca:ne i~to the 

head of one fork of what is now the Virgin River. He gave it the name or 
Adams lliver in hon:)r of the t-1-;e!l president of the Uni te1 St&tes. I!e passed 

on down the river to its junction wit..~ the Colorado, t.hence on ~mm that 

river as far as the Needles, Arizona. After procuring supplies from the 

Indirms at this place, he went on westward across the Mojave Desert to 

the Pacific coast near mere Los Angeles now stands, reR.cr..ing there in 

late November. 

He was detained here by' the Spaniards -..In til February 1827, when he 

obtained permission to retu:r.:t the way he had come. However, he hesitated 

to fRee again t..'rte dangers and hardships throug-h whiet he had passed and 

eo determined to go farther north on his return trip, so after leaving the 

settlements, he turned northward through what is now interior Gali!'ornia, 

going about as far as the Stanislaus River, where he failed in an attempt 

to cross the Sierra Nevada Kou.."lts.ins. Le&ving his party in t..~e Valleys below, 

he again attempted a crossing and with two companions succeeded in Apri-l. 

During May and Jl.llle they crossed t..lJe hot dry deserts of Nevada and arrived 

back at Bear Lake in July to keep his renC.esvous with his partners. 
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Hsving left his party in California, it was n~ce~sar-.r for him to 

return, so fitting out another expedition of about fifteen men, he re­

trr:ced his route.. It appears that as he was traversing t.'"le riv~r that .he 

had previously named Adams, one of his men by t.~e name of Tho:ltis Vi:gin 

was wound'=d by the Indians, and he, therefore, changed tte !'lane to Vj_rfrin. 

Goi!lg on down to 'l}).e Needles, the Indians treachta:!'"ously a tU.ched 

hit~ pE.rty wh2.le crossing the Colorado River and killed about ten of the 

party a.nrt he lost most of his supplies. With the remai.Ylder of his party, 

t.lu'ou~: extreme hardships, he cro~sed ~~e ,·~ojave Desert. and rejoine~ hie 

party in central Califor!lia. After further traubles rl th tbe Sparliah 

aut."'lorities, he finally :'!lade his way nor't.~ward to1mrd t.lJe Coln.':tbia River .. 

Upon reacb.ing t.'rJ.e u~pqua, his r,>arty was a ttac~a?·d by t~e Indians in 

his sbsence and two besides himself' ese&ped. ThoMas V.irgin was o:.-1e or those 

killed. Smith reache!! the Columbia Ri-ver in safety and th:oag':-1 t.:.e ~p 

of the British, he obtained his furs from t.c'le Indians and f'i!l&lJ.:r found 

hie way kclc bJ· wo.y of the Columbia River. 

Thus Smi~~ was t~e first m~n to traverse ~~e Virgin River, ~e first 

to discover th1J southwest route fr~:':, Salt Lake to the Pacific, 8.11'1 t.."le 

first to discover the western ro~te from Salt Lake to the Pacific. 

The next people of importance are t..~e J.lor:nons, the first. of who::n 

arrived in Salt Lake O!l J'u.ly 24, 1S47. For several years, t.~ese ,?eople 

had been making preparations to move west from Illillcis, and their leaders 

had gathered i.Ylformation of the vest !"rom many sources, trappers, travelers, 

traders, explorers and govern.ment ofi'icers. J.ll literature &vailable wae 

anxiously sca.n.Tled and discussions of the movement were of eom.-::on occurrence 

in meetL-.,.gs and newspapers, so that wh~. the movel!'lent was fi-:1ally L'lliururnted, 
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the leaders were q'J.i te fully informed about the coun 1~ry to which th(\\· 

were coming. And when, on that memorable day thB"'J arrived on the prPf'~nt 

site of Sa 1 t Lake City, Brigham Young ss. td wi t.hou t any hesitation wh• tf1vs:tr 

•T'~is is the placE, • which statement tht~ Mormons have cherished in tra­

dition and song. 

'l"ney built c. city tl1ere and started the construc~tion of a te~ple. 

Si:1ce it was t':e beadqaarters of their church they l')ften referred to the 

place as Zion 'but as it grew, of course, it took on the na.nt:? oi' Salt Lake 

Cit"-j. As more people were conti!lually arriving, ~oung, the J;re!!t colon­

izer, sent colonists in all directions t.c settle 11!) "tf:e surr0undin;~ country. 

H~ also had scouts·out exploring the region. 

Upon hearing of the warm semi-tropice.l climate exist5nJ? alonP: the Vir­

gin River, it occurred to Young that cotton coul-1 be raised there. It will 

be remembered that these people were a thousand 1niles f.ro:n. a r&llroad, and 

that th~ had to haul their supplies tr.~t thej did not p~oduce, from the 

~issiuri River. This, of course, was very expensive, and Young decided to 

attempt t.'1e raisin~ of cotton to help out in the clothing problem. 

J.ccordi.."lg~, colonists were sent to settle on the V trgin P..i ver. Young t s 

method W3.S to select a balanced £;roup of people, incl•1ding the different 

types of workers, professional peo!:-'le an~ leaders in about the propo!"'tion 

t.~at would be neeeed in building a co~ ty, and send them out to make t.he 

settlements. Th~s was probably one of the greate8t of his secrets o~ success 

in colonization. 

These settlers began arri vi!lg on the river in 185-g and by 1861 most of 

the settlements had been rounded along its course. All land for farming had 

to be irrigated and naturally t'r:e settlements were made where water could be 

got out on to the tillable land. Conseque . tly most o!: them were made along 

tl1e ocnks of the stream. The f~ ,·at arrivals naturally selected the close!=lt 



and m0st accessible le.nrl and the later comers had to pt18h fa~ther and 

farther along the stream in ~&arch of suitable plac~s to settleo 

By 1861, the set"tl.ers (c:_bout a dozen .i·arnilies), had pett~trnted •• 

far as ~he present location of sorr.e of tht• Sp1·ingdale fields J•lBt below 

the preseP..t site or the town of Springd~.le at the mouth of Z1cn Canyon. 

These first settlers include0 the follow.L~i ne~esr Josepb Mil~et, Alma 

~~1.llet, Em. E:Lack and his tlr.rae sons, Ylillic.::n, George ~.~1~ ._Tosc;!-;., :.i:cert 

Petty and ta'nily, Howard Whitlock , F- ~Morris and an ol~ .rca.n r,y the name 

of Norton. 

By this t~e ~lso, otter settle~~1ts had been made along the river at 

St. George, Ws.shingtoP, Santa Clara, Toquerville, Grafton, Duncan's P.etrent, 

and Rockville. They had already began to raise cotton in t~1e ~ettle1'!1t:nts 

in t'"le lower parts of the -v&lley, and on t...llis account they gs.ve t..,_e region 

t.~e nane of Dixie, Utah's !Jixie. They construct€1 a cotton mill at wash­

ingtOn about 1865 and it ra'1 and manufactured ~l~tit from then until the 

late nineties lihen it was closed do1111. The ruins of t..he old red rock bt!ild­

ing of the l!till are still standing on t.-,e sou :.h side of the road just west 

of t~-.a bridge in the little town of 'fa~hL'I'lgt ... -,n on the erstwL i.le Arrowhead 

trail, now the Zio~ Park Highway. 

The settlers who had peaetrated as far as Springdale very naturally 

continued exploration of the region around ~~e~. Th~r were already in a 

very remarke ble section of tne ca.c"ljon and could see more and ttight!.er 

cliffs and pinnacles b~ond. Perhaps yottng J~seph Black little drea~ed 

what awaited him beyond when, one morning in the early summer of 1361, he 

mou.'lted his horse and set out up the river in quest of :lore or better farm­

ing land. 

Passing t\....rough t.'le narrows just e.bove the present park entranee, he 
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came out into the main court of tf\e then un-named et~nyon where a cloar 

stream of wai.er meandere:: its way between grassy hnnks down throui~h a 

natu.ral meadow. He found a strip of land that could be cultivated on each 

side of the river. 

But more t,'1an t.hat, he round those incomparable towers and temples and 

those T~jestic cliffs ~~at let the sunshi~e squeeze in between them for e 

short time 1uring t"~e midc!le o:: ~"'lc day. A.'ld it seems that. they th:·:!.lled hie 

aesthetic senses and that he realized t.'1e gr&1•1eur and beau~ that ~:e was 

t:'le first of the white race to behold, for when he went b&.ck down to t 11e 

village below, he described t e wonders t~:a t he hr..d seen in Stlch •:~lo1dng 

ter:1s th.e t the people dubbed t.,_ie canyon "J o~eph' s Glory•, half in derision 

at r.:s .fn.~ci.t\:.1 tales. 

Bnt the people of those days had no time for relaxation S";.IC". ~aa sight-

seeing it was all they could do ta eke out a bare existence .:i t~1 n few 

of t~~e .f\mdaiJentf.a.l necessities of life. There: w€:r~ !l~ tr~~rts, n.:> telephonPe 

s.11.d no ~il service and iiOSt tr&veling was do:n.9 by ox ti'A.!n. T!le t.'!ing that 

interested t~1e ?eople i.'P'l t;.'1e tillage was the agricul t.ural la~1-1 in t..~e canyon. 

Hyrum Morris and Howard lihi tlock decided to use some of i -=.. Undaunted by 

t~1e difflculties of getting t."'l.ere, t.hey· ~::_ tche~ two yt')'ke of oxen on to the 

hind whr=els of a wagon a.Yld l"'<l.angi...'P'l~ a plow and a •gr:1b box• on beh~nd tl1ey 

made t.;,eir 1my up the ca:1yCM.. It was impossible tc go along the stream bed, 

so th~.r turned off on the: west side about one quarter mile a hove the park 

entrance and clJ..mbed tbe stee? side hill to the sandy bene~ which the tele­

phone line now traverses. From this bench, they worked off L'lto the canyon 

thn t is notT known as the Court of Pa tria.rchs and down it to i:."l~ main 

ca~on wher~ th~ first put their ylow into the soil and turned ~~e first 

furrow of that virgin soil. It is re::ortc:'! t.hat. they planted corn and raised 

s 



a crop t..~at first year. Other people followed lat\:'r and other lunf1 was 

cultivated from that time forward. 

Within the next two or three years, ~rcbably nbout 1S63, three settleni 

went into ~1e caLyon to live. One of them, Willia~ Heaps by name, was a r.eser­

ter from Johnson's arnw, no doubt seeking isola~ion, and at that ti;-ne1 :,e un­

doubtedly found an ideal place. Ih: built a li ttlr: rock cabin on the west 

side of t..~e river at t~e mo-.Jth of E:nerald Pool Canyo!'l (forJerly known aa 

Heaps Canyon) near a point v.·herE: $O'"l'le largE· cottonwood trees are now stan'.! ins. 

His two companio::s, I~ac Eehunnin a,_d George Folf'e, nlthouc.h not de­

serters from an ar:;ny were typical western rer..egades. They were a poor sort 

of Mor:nons, and thou€)1 !'ought old characters, •were very religious wi t!1al. 

Behu~nin built tT.o log cabins acroas t~e river from Heaps, one cabin atand­

ing just beside the road about one quart~r mile e.bove the Lodge, the ot~er 

onE standing about 100 Jrards to t..'le west, in what is now a dry-course of 

th~ river bed. Rol.fe went a little farther upat.ream, and erected one ce.btn 

beside tr.e road about one half 'Uile above t..~e Lodge near the bend in the 

roa.d and another one at t!le place where the public CBl!lp ground no?.- stands, 

j11St between the comi"ort s't.:ition and the road. 

T' .. 1ese people raised corn and t.:;,ba.cco, a little gar1etl truck and certain 

other crops, kept a fe'W li-vestock arou:1d tr·eir places and th'-?s eked out an 

existence among their aesthetic S".li .'OU..""ldinga. But with all· their hardships, 

it seer:.s ~~at t..h.ey realized tl1e wonders and beauties of the canyon wal.ls. 

It is related that Behunnin used to sit in his yard of an evening and look 

up st t."le towers a~,d temples on every side. They appealed to him as symbolic 

of the divine and he used to say "Here we have natural temples. We can 

.-orahip as we please•. He was ~ient,a.lly r::aking comparison wi t."l S8 1 t ~kfl 

wher they were building a temple and which Y8.s usually referred to as Zion. 



Continuinf he soliloquised t~t •Thla is aa 1111ch lion aa Salt I.,ake, we'll 

ca.l1 t..iis Li tUe lion. • Ll'ld Little Zion the canyon cam~ to be known. 

It 1a reported thAt, at one time ·• f~• years later, B>:-igba.m Young 

came to Springdale to see a piece of la.n~ ~'1-a t he had ther~ ~,nd t..l:le people 

told him in glowing terms or the 11onderM scenes in Little Zion a:; 7 ns 

about to visl t t~e place. Howenr, he inquired who li Ted up t.~ere e::1d being 

told that '"'-itese three old renegades were the only ones, 1.-;e said& •No, 1 t' s 

not Zion. Zion is the place where the pure in h~rt dwell.• an~ he re~~sed 

to go :rtsi t the pl&.ce. ThereE.fter mLny o! the people hypercri tieally re­
§~~~ 

ferred~~~to it e.s !tNot Zion. • 
-:..~ .,.~ 

"11 thingt."le next few yea.ra, 11 vestock increase~ grea Uy in numbers s.nd 

both sheep and catUe came to be rn-sed in larg€r numbers both i~ t!le canyon 

and on the mountains aboTe. With t.~e t!amping of trail~ throug·-~ t::::e TegeU...-

run down the trails, pick up looP particles of ea.nd and thu• 

cut out the grass and roots a.1ong the strea~ channel. 

the time CA11e when a hea"tj stora brought enough sand and ~-rr. vel • · th 

do enor11ous cutting and it •shed out 1 ts bed through t..'le grassy bc.nka 

dry. .And t..~e eTil con1i tions have been ex-

d:urinf a large part of the intervening time si:>.ce then a.nd tr~ 

riTer h&.s continued to waah at 1 ts bank~ an~ bed sco\lring an~ enlar;:in,a, and 
~" 

along f~ ~-41e from Zion to its junction with the Colorado, has washed any 

thoutNlnd8 of acres of re:tile land - da::nage that can never be repaired. 

It is reported that iD those days beaver were plentiful alonr; t':e stres-.s, 

but they haTe practically disappeared • 

.Uong about 18651 Indian troubles developed in the regiona.and t~€ :-eople 

·f~ Springdale an~ Shonesburg all move~ down to Rockville for better protec-

tion. There is no evidence to indicate that any of t.,e::l went up t..?lto Zion 
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we~t in groups or took precautions of safety. 

After the subsidence o£· the Indian menace, pla.l'ls for re-settling 

Springdale (and ~onesburgJ developed. In 1~74, a new ditch was taken 

out of the river above the old settlement of SprL~gdale an~ in 1875, the 

town was settled in its present location. 

At about this time also, an attempt was made to establish what was 

called the _United Order, a social.:i.stic community in which tb.eoreti~lly 

each was to share alike. Each one joining the order bad to turn over 

all property to the community. The idea seems to have appealed to the 

three settlers in Zion Canyon. They joined t~:e order and turned over 

t..'leir rights in the canyon. But after a short time t1:ey became dissat-

isfied, disappointed at t~1e condi t.i.ons that developed and so they with-

drew. They were paid in livestock and other goods for their pro.c">ert.r in 

.Zion and they moved away. Upon the break-up of the order1 soon after this, 

/the ·property in Zion was allotted to Springdale people. During the inter-

vening years, different pieoea of property passed from one hand to another1 un-

1ij· ... /.:;til-·1909 when the ar€8. was withdrawn a.s a National 'Monumen~, when, because 

,'tf:./ the land had never been surveyed and no titles est:::.blished, t..1!e people had. to 

,J/ 11ive up the uae or the Land. 

:~ing the period of use o~ the lands- people· at different ti~S: and 

places, .pla.."lted out orchards and to this dey ttere are remnants of 'tlome 

·of these orchards left:. Opposite the lodge, on the •island• left betWeen 

the old meander of the r5.ver bed and the present posi tior; of the rl ver itf 

·ll 



•• ·."'" <, •• l ' . 
. ·... ... 

- ,\, ', " I ' . . . . . ~ . ~ 

~ . ·. I . ' (,. ·. 

stili a peach lorcha.rd that ·has run wild but· still boars delicioua• f'ru.l t' if' 

you can beat the squi:r·rels to i-t. Another ·peach tree still st.-inde ,btaide 

the road about half way between the Lodge and· the public ca1np. A.YJ.d etill an-

other one off to,~the west of the public camp. 

The land where the public camp is loeated was farmed by 0~ D.· Giff:ord 

after Rolfe sold out in 18?5 and the trees that now cover the camp site have 

mostly grown up since that time. During the time that he was farming there, 

the red arch fell out and buil.t up the sandy point or slope underneath. ·~is 

was about 1880 or 1881. Mr. Gifford was not there at the time of the fall, but 

~hf: n~~ <J.ff:;t Whfffi H~ ~m~ f:rom t-9..-m w W9:rK 1 l"!~ f<?1,l.nc;t ~ ~.a..r~Q f9<;1~ ~ ro~~ 

down into hi.s cornfield. Prior to the fall, a clump of pines stood in the 

cove beneath, but t...'!J.e ~llssi ve amount of rock that came down ground most of'. 

them to splinters, and the rock itself seems to have been mos~ crJahed:and 

ground to sand and small pieces. There are practically nolarge rocke.left 

to tell the story. 

William P~ssel of Grafton relates that he well renembers riding ~e cul­

tivator horse up and down the corn rows in fro11t of where the Lodge now stands. 
' : 

"Top!lf Stout of Hurricane, Utah, relates how, about 189.3, that he and two 

companies seElking a. way to get on top o.f the P..ast rim of Zion, went up ~e 

canyon to the Big Ben and climbed afoot up to the top over the route that waa 

later 6!eveloped·into the first east rim trail~ Tb.is.trail ns first opened up 

in l.S96 by t..~e stockmen so . they could trail cattle up and down. 

A few years. later t..~an this, .a young tnventive ·genius by the .name of 

Flanl'ligari. ~oncei vea . the idea ,.of iD.stalling: a n're: conveyOr to, let: ~her down 

rrom ~e ~top o£ thg mountain to. the valley floor. and. in 19001 an endless 

baJ.ing rlre cable running around drums at both ends was installed and p:toved. 
so successful: ·that .a few .years l.ate:-, about ~9o6, the. baling wire was replaced 

·by a t."lree ei!hths -inch wire cabl.e, which is .s'till in op.gration and may .be seen 



at work· today upon special occasions ·When lumber is being iowered. 
{. 

· ~ing Major ·Powell's second memorable . trip through the Grb.nd · Oanyon of 

the Colorado River in 1872, he heard of Zion Canyon and tOok occasion to 

go ·over and visit :i. t •. 

Major Powell gave the canyon a. new name which was supposed to be auth­

entic and of course had the sanction of the government behind it. He ealled 

it the Mulctlntuweap (Moo-koon 1 -to-weep) and applied the same name to that f"ork 

of the Virgin River fio•ing through it. To the east fork of the river and the 

similarly wonderful canyon through which it flows, he gave the name of ParJnu­

weap. t The origin of these names is in doubt. One story or legend has it that 

an Indian that t.."'le Whites called M'uggins had a small garden plot in the mouth 

of the canyon, and the Indians called it Mukuts (Mnggir.a) tuweap (farm), 

meaning the canyon where ~fuggins• farm was located. 

But it is doubtf'u.l if this is correct in view of another legend which holds 

that Mukunta refers to the Great Spirit and weap refers to the land of or place 

where. Thus the meaning would be the place where the Great Spirit dwells. Thil! 

is i."l harmony with t...'IJ.e belief of' the Indians that the Great. Spirl.t dwelt on the 

West Temple, the proll"..inen t tablet which Captain Button so glowingly described 

as in the foreground. It. is situated directly west of Springdale, and the In-

dians implicitly obeyed a superstition that they held that they mus·t not stay 

in the canyon above that point after dark. The Springdale people attest the 

fact that in the eA-r:cy days they have often seen belated Indians hur:ry;tng .out 

of the Canyon so as not to be caught there after dark. And after a successful 

day's hunt in the canyon above, they often dropped a piee~ of venison as they 

passed by' the temple 1n propitiation to the Great Spirit. 

The name Mukuntu:weap, however, was not the name by. whieh .·the IndJ;ans. !mmr 
' '" : 

.. it. They cal.led it Ioogoon, which means the .ar:row· quiver·, .,that· is you must 



go inJ· there is 0~ one op~ning_. ~0 

the mouth. 

Arid this name Mukuntuweap never proved popular with ·the local peop1"• 
•f' 

In fa~$, it was scarcely known except on certain maps and was regarded as 

an obsolete term un.til the area was withdrawn on July 31, 1909 as the 

Mukuntu.weap National Monument. It was so unpopular, however, that when 

~~e sta~~s was changed to that of a National Park on Nov. 19, 1919, Congress 

saw fit to change the name to Zion National Park. At the time the area 

was withdrawn as a national monument, there ware several pieces of farming 

land scattered up and down the canyon that were actually being farmed 

and there were so many cattle being grazed in the canyon that the 

ground was practically bare of small growth between the larger trees and 

brush. It was a case of very bad ove1··gJ."'azing. 

Naturally, stock were excluded from grazing in the canyon soon after 

it was withdrawn a.11d during the succeeding years, it .has had a chance to . 

recuperate and the wonderful recrudescense of growth since that time is 

very interesting to study. 

TI1e first settlers to penetrate the ~on had to pick their .~ 

between vertical cliffs and over exceedingly steep and rock strewn slopgs •. 

As they began to cultivate t.."le land so that they made more or less regu~ 

la~ trips back and forth it became necessary tO build roads~ The first· 

e-ntrance ;with the oxen and .w;agon wheels went vie. the .. west side of ~h~ 

river, but when they attempted,.to pick out a-road for. mor~ or l~s·s inier­
mi.t~nt 'tl!a11ttio, a Dout.e. wa.e ·~a.ec-ted on the .,..Jt e.id• .Ant! 1.n -~«:'"•. :ho s•-. 

._.past the 11lowerti ,narrows just above the park entrance, t!fey. cl.imbed:Athe 

roughfr slope about half way up .to t..~e foot or the higher '.clif"fs. Remananta 
• ' > > '. • j ,J 

, ::'or this old road ean still be .f'ound in places. where: it. has ~ot been: ob1i ter­

the ravages of nature. 



This route had been seleoted because it was the e&e:test rout~ tha·t 

could be foliDd. It was, however, o£ very poor grade and 'was hard tel ~~Yel 

s:tnce it ,climbed up and down the mountainside so much. So another route 

was selected up the river bed, crossing and recrossing the river in a 

good many places. 

The grade of the new route was much better than the old but _it in­

volved much heavier construction work. In those days (about 1872) they 

had no explosives . to work with and if boulders obstructed the way that 

were too big to move out of the way, it did not stop construction work; 

no, not for those undaunted pioneers. They simply dug a hole underneath 

and let the rock roll in to it and bury itself. 

In constructing this road, they encou..11tered a huge boulder on th., 

steep side hill in Slleh a position that they could not digress with the 

road. It was absolutely necessary to move the rock. Three men set to 

work tO dig the hole undernea. th the lower side. As they progressed rl th 

the '"Jork, they found the work hard ~nd the day was hot. As they neared 

the end of the job, they sat down in the cool snade of the rock to rest. 

George Ayers stretched himself out in the bottom of the hole with a 

companion sitting on each side. Some one from above shouted down •T.he old 

rock looks like it is about rf:lS.dy to go. What would you do if lt should 

come? 11 

Both of the companions stated that they would sure be getting 6ut · of 

there if'· it gave signs of moving; 

Not so with Jcy-ers. He saidt •I woul.dn' t even move;:· for I. couldn'';t 

get out in time if I did.• 

. He hardl.y finished when a warning shout gave· the signal that·~~ 

. rock was moving. The two partners responded to the nrning and jumped to 

"·safe~-~ !'3'ers was true tO hie word. 



..,· 

The road was a:fterwa~d. finished and served ·ror thrJ 

out of th.e Park until the Park Service, about ~920-4, oonl!J.tructed the 

well graded road now traversing the canyon. 

In 1880, CaptAin Dutton of ·the U.s. Geol. Survey, visited the region 

and was so enthralled by the scenic splendors that he wrote "**** in 

an instant, there flashed before us a scene never to be forgotten. In 

voming time it will, I believe, take rank with a ·very small number ot 

spectacles each of which will, in. its own way, be regarded as the mo$t 

equi~ite of its kind which the world discloses. The scene before ue ~s 

the Temples and Towers of the Virgin. 

"Across ~~e further foreground of the picture stretches ~~e inner 

canyon of the Virgin, about 700 feet in depth and here of considerable 

width. Its bottom is for the most part unseen, but in one place is 

disclosed by a turn in its course, showing the vivid green of vegetation. 

Across the canyon * * * stands the central and commanding object of 

·the picture, the western temple, rising 4000 feet above the river. *** 
Yet it was only the central object of a mighty throng of structures wrought 

up to the same exalted style and filli.Y'lg up the entire panorama. ***· The 

effect is is much like that which the architect of the :Milan Cathedral appears 

to have designed, though here it is vi vidl:y suggested rather than fully 

realized. *** A row of towers half a mile high is quarried out of the 

palisade, and stands well advanced f'rom its face. There is an eloquence 

in their :f'orm.s which stirs the imagination nth a singular power and 

kindles :l:n the mind of the dullest observer a glowing. response. • 

The name of •Zion" seems singularly appropriate for the canyon so 

.intricately adorned with the pe.a.ks and pinnacles inseparably .connected 



-· 

towers and the old pionefil' U~hU:nnin· aptly 

remarked·"l!era we have natural temples ... We ean worohip a., we pieane~~." 

And this. very freedom .of worship is almost compelling. Who. can look up 

at the· magnificence and m.a.·gni tude of these natural temples, so adorned 

with natures vivld coloring, without feeling that awe and.1nspiration, 

so akin to worship, that comes from a realization of the master for.cea 

that have worked t..~rough the enduring ages to accomplish such a marvel-

ous thing. With this setting, it is no wonder th&t the name "Zion• 

survived the harsher and inappropriate name of 1~tuweap. 

And it is no wonder that the thousa.'lds of people who visit the can-

yon are imbued wit.h the feeling. It was probably under this spell t..'llat. 

the cnnyon weaves in "Co the lives that vis~.t it, that the fiery preacher 

Frederick Vining Fischer, went up and down the canyon in 191.3 b'esto~ 

names right and left in harmony with the great idea. Other names aiso 

have crept in, but most of those that have S"JXVived are in keeping with· 

the Spirit of the Canyon. 

Let us look at a few of the names t..11at harbor this spirit. First, 

we have the Watchman (on t...l-u;~ east near Springdale), next t..l:te Alter o~. 

Sacrifice (a nat topped pinnacle on the west, the white walls streBked 

with the red stains from the altar), next t.b.e Sentinel (al~o on ·~e west)j 

·then the Three Patriarchs and their court. (a side canyon coming front the 

west), the Temple .of the Sun (a peak on the ·east whose smnmit catches. 

the first rays of the sun in the morning and reflects the last glow ill' 

the evetling) , and then the main court of the · cany()p. leading up: to the~·· .. 

Great lt'hite Throne (the central theme of the· eanyen} .at ·the.foot.o~ 

:which, we find the Great Organ beside the Angel's Landing.' Beyond 

at the end of the road, we find the Temp1e of Sinawava (a ci~cular·, · 

amPhithe~tre with<an al.-t-Ar in:tb.e ben:ter)'.and,:the<.-ena.-:,of~~t.h~:~~1-
• • > ' ' • • c .. - '' • ' ' ~: ' ' .' ~ 



to the •Narrows• ·we find the canyon blocked by' the "Mountain of.,Mysterytt. 



BIBLIOGRAPHY. 

Dale,· The ·Ashley and· Smith Explorations. 

Chittenden, The· American Fur Trade. 

Dellenbaugh, F. S., The Romance of the Colorado River. 

Dutton, C. E., Physical Geology of the Grand Canyon District. 

Gifford, 0. D., Personal interview. 

Gifford, F.. D., 

Harr:ts, Dean, 'E"le Catholic Church in Utah. 

Russell, Wm., Personal interview. 

Palmar, Wm., 

Stout, "Topw, • ~ 

Tbwaites, Early Western TraVels. 

Park rangers and nu.'lllerous others •. 

•. 



of 

... ' 



Samuel Wittwer of Santa Clara told me of some oof his ~xper:tonc•ic · 

in early days. He cam9 with his father, Christian Witt•er, :to· Santa , 
' ,. "'' < ' ' 

Clara With the Swiss JUigration in 1S6o or 186J.. Some time after, they· 

moved to Harmony and when he was 17, he made a trip back across t11e plains 

to get immigrants in 1864. Soon after returning, his father and . .family, 

moved to Springdale ( a.bou t lS65 or 1866) and they took up a piece of 

land in Zion just above Behunnin. He does not recall Hettps or Rolfe, 

but thinks probably that Rolfe took the farm. they left when they . 

moved away. They had a hard time clearing land for Clll ti vn tion. 

He states that the river no wed through a narrow meandering channel 

. through the timber, brush nnd grass and that much of the valley bottom 

was timbered (ash, boxelder, bottonwood, squawb>.1s!1 nnd roaebushes) 

and. that it was such hard work to clear out the brush so that they could 

cultivate and the returns ware so meagre that; they got discouraged and 

only stayed a year or two .at Springdale ~r:~! spent only one summer in 

Zion. 

He ·helped to bulld the first wagon road into Zi:on up the canyon. 

Prior to ~i.at the cart road traversed the side hill on the east. 'He 

was standing beside the big rock when George qers was · k~lled. · ·His 

version of the story_ ?.a$ to the eff'ect that a.fter the hole was dug 

under the. edge of the rock, that qers .and Taylor got in the. shade of. 

the rock to · rest. He (Wittwer) remarked that· it was qul'te· ·a dangerous-
,:. d ' ,.-.. • ' 

.rock, a.ne1 .they· had better be. careful. Taylor:reSpond~ ,to· the·:sui~e~,c 

tion bY squ~ tting .down. on his .feet '(bending. his,: knees · .. ~d si ttin.g: on .... 

'his heels). ready·. to move at the slightest warning~ but Ayers· saidt 



.,. 

•Ohl It' 8 safe enough" and aat down in the hole. .J.I !Jt'e. rock gave 

way, TS7lor sprange out being scraped by the rock and ~~ring off'th~ 

skin of hie shoulder. Ayers was mashed up pretty bad, 1 t mashed his 

head and broke his arm in two or three places and killed him instantly. 

This happened in a narrow part of the canyon where the sides were quite 

steep but not ledgy. 

About the time of the Indian raid when Whitmore and Mcintyre were 

killed, he and two others were sent out to Short Creek (or somewhere 

in that ~egion) to act as guirds to watch for Indian signs and keep 

watch over the cattle. He spent about three weeks there. 

Soon after this th~ moved away and went to Santa Clara. He thinks 

this must have been about 1867 or 1868, and he states that after he 

loft, most of the people from Springdale, Grafton, Duncan's Retreat and 

possibly -Virgin moved into Rockville on account of the· Indian scare. 

He &.lso states that at that tLue there was m:t1eh fertile land ill 

up and · dovm the river from Grafton down to Duncan' s and that the noods 

that came and tore up these fertile lands were later than ·the time 

they left. 

St. George, Utah 
March 25,_: 1927 

(signed) A. Ni. Woodbury 


