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Tllis :project 1-1as started for the :puryose of finding in. de-

tail ,.,r.at the artillel"'J aJ.on.g Jacl:son1 s line on Januo.ry S, 1Sl5 

vJas like, so that a.u accurate reconstru.ction coulcl be undertaken. 

This artillery \;as in eight batte~ies. :Batteries 1, 2, and 3 vere 

on sites ll0\'1 under ~ .. ;aterl
1 

and. therefore not subjects for possible 

reconstruction. Tl~y are not considered in this preliminary study. 

The OP~Y enune.ration of the .Anerican artilleJy i.'l tllis 

battle 2 
is that of Latou.r, of \:hich t:':lese are the :pertinent pn.rts: 

11:Sattei'Y lTo. 4, conr:1a:n.decl by 1ieutena....'1.t Crm·Iley, of the 
navJ and. served by :part of tl:le creu of the Carolina., had a 
tllirty-tuo pou.11cler; • . . . · 

"J3a ttery lTo. 5, comr:a-.1d.ecl by Col one:!. Pen·y ancl Lieutenc.rl t 
~:er of tlJ.e artillery, D..ad hm si.x-:;_.)ound.ers .... 

liBattel'Y :!:To. 6, com:::::anCl.eO. by GeneraJ. Garrigues Plea-:::..jec:..c, 
a:J.clsel~ve(l b;r 2. cletaclL~~ent of t~.:.e cor.t)Ct.J.V of l?rm1cs uucl.er tl2e i::l­
:c.eC.iate co:o.nand OI~ Lieutenant J3ertel, ll<'lcl a brass JG\·rel ve-poUllC.er ...• 

":Satter'J lTo. 7 lucl. a long brass eigllteen-l)O'U.ncl cv~ verine 
and a si.x--poundor, co!!ll!'~decl by Lieu tenant Sno tt s a.cJ.d Ci:..eveo.:u, o.:t1.cl 
served by @;uru~.ers of the Unitecl States artillery .... 

liThe St~:t bat'ccry had. a sr.cll brass c<.:..rronade \=J~lich !'e:'lclcred 
ver-J little service on account of tl1e ill condition of its car:;:·iage ... II 

The reliability of these stc.temen.ts is questionable: (l) 
discrepancies e;:dst bett·Feen Le.tou.r 1 s text and hisna.p; ( 2) eviclence 

from other sources does not always agree uith the above; (3) one of 

Latour's state2ents seems irl:Probable. 

l. The Ricketts rJB..:p sho\·rs all the bat'cer'J :pos~;;~ons, c:..ncl tnere seems 
to be no reason for q_ue3tioning this detail. · 

2. A. L2.eru'riere L2.tour, \Jar in 'Jest Florida 021d Louisiana, llfZ. 
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The discreJ.Jancies bettreen Latour's text and hip map3 that con-

cern this study are: 

(1) On the map, Battery no. 6 consists of one 18-pounder end 
one four-po~4der; in the book it consists of one 12-pounder only. 

( 2) On the L.~ Battery no . 7 consists of one 12-·oounde r and 
one l.J..;.pouncler; but the book scys one 15-pou..."'l.der e.nd. one 6-:pound.er. 

(3) On the map Battery ·no. g consists of one 9-~-inch ho".dtzer; 
but the book seys, 11 a small brass carronade. n 

Other sources on this battle say so little about the A~erican 

artiller-.r engaged in it that they ·are not of nn.1ch help. Jackson did·· 

not \'lri te much about the artillery in his reports. 
4 

His official life 

has a map shouing GU-"1. l)Ositions on Ja:.o..,;w.r.r S, but neither the map 

nor the text have any details. 

Considerii.:tg :Batter-.r no. 6 first, t:w r:1ap in Reid & Eaton 

shovrs one gun at this position. Buell~ in q_uoting an inte!"'rieti 

\·li,.;h a participant long after the event, raentions 11 the long brass 

12-pou:n.der in :Satter-.1 no. 6. 11 Tatun iEplies that there \r.lS a 

6 12-pounder and a 4-pounder in this battery. 

Reid & Eaton 1 s I!la.p sb.otiS t1.10 suns in Battery l!o. 7. The 

stater:1ent in Tatum's Journal can be taken to mean that there was 

an 18-pounder in this battery, but does not exclude the :possibility 

of other gun.s. 7 :Buell ~1as the most ter:J:Qting statement of any: 

I' s 
uno 7 lk~d an old Spanish 13-:pound.er O...:.'ld a o-J?ouncler. 11 

3. Plate VII of his Atlas. 

~~. Reici, Jo!.m nnd Eaton, John ue::~'-7, 1J:1:1e Life of Auclrm1 Jackson, 
(Phila.,Hn6) ,_.,t:t.) tdiUte.., r~- 3SJ'..,..3!>-f 

t:1 Au.:ustus C. :Buell, The Eistory of _,_...._d:::e~'l Jac:~son, II, 12 . 
./. 0 

6. J.C. E3.ssett, Ti1e Jourll2l of Eajor Eouell Tatum .... in Smith 
Collee;e Stud.ies in Eistory, YII, 125 

o. loc. cit. 
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Batter,r no. S is the most mysterious of all. Eaton wrote 

t:l:lat "this battery \'las actively employed and successful in felling 

them to the ground. u9 Tatu.m1 s statement that a howitzer in t!:.is 

position raked tlle eneTizy" seems li.'-':ely to be true in vieu of the heavy 

10 
castt:?J. ties suffered by the attackers. Buell quotes .:Sutler that a 

6-pounder i'laS in this position. 
11 

Latour 1 s stateElent tl1at :Battery no. 8 consisted of a car-

ronade tlmt i'ras li t-Gle used because of a bacl carriage seems im_prob-

able on other gro"llllds. A carronade i·Ias a cannon of short range :for 

·u.se on ships. i·Tould a short-ra..J.ge gun have been placecl by Jackson 

on a line i·1:1ere at least mediu.r.1 range was neecled? If :.1e had CL'JY 

choice, wotlld he have kelJt one Hhose carria,;'O 1:as in poor concti tion 

·,;2c.en he Has e:q>ecting an attack? 

Other \r..t·ite:..~s lmve usuall:r follovJed Lato-:.U"' s text. tTcll;:er 

nade 1:!.!1 exception :L."1. the case of :Batter-.r l'To. 8, Hhich he says '•JC:.s a 

ho1·ritze.r.
12 

Parton folloi·Jed Latour's t3::t:t all the uay. 13 13oth 

of these talked to survivors of tho bat~le. A Llore recent i·rrite.r, 

l ~· an ertille~J officer himself, also copies Latour. 

9. 22_. cit, 339 • 10. 1-oc. . .... 
~-

11. On. c5. t. II, 13. 

1~-. Po\·Jell A. Casey, ".Artillery in t!1e 3::>.ttle of :re·~r Orlea:.'ls. u The 
e.utl1or 1·rns a major in t~1e 1r::tc!~i:·l::;to~ n.rtiller~r. £Iis st1..,_dy is 
nainly ubot:tt British wsa:pol1S, because of t~1e sce..rcity of k1e:rican 
sou.rcBs. Refel~rir..g to the battle on tl!e 2Stn, Casey cites t"1e 
Journal of C. R. J?orest, a :Sritis:O. o::'ficer, o.s S2~'ring the .iL~eric.?.ns 
l'.Jacl a long 32 in the center 2.:nd a 9 on their le:::'t. ::'his is the 
only me:1tion of a.'1 .li..raerican. 9-po-~G.er I have seer.. 
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In order to reconstruct this artillery, v.re need to lcno\'! 

the :nal-:es and models as \'tell as the sizes and places of the g~ms. 

vfuere did the defenders get them? 

From the ucarcity of references to ~·tille~J in the letters 

and reports of their leaders, it seeus unlikely tl1.at the .Anericans 

.1:1 
broought much, if D.:!J.Y, such guns vli th tllem to e11 Orleru1s. They do 

not seem to h.:;.ve been nearly so nm.ch 1.;orried about ca..."lnon and can­

non baJ..1s as they \·rere about such things as muskets a.nd f1ints.
15 

There \'.ras :9robab1y a considerable quantity o:f ordnance 

in and near lre\.r Orleans at t:b.at time. Four 12-pounders, four 

S-}_)ounders, eight l.J-:pounder guns, a..'la. eight six-inch ho\'li'Gzers 

. " f t' .,.., , ul... ~ .... L . . 'P , 16 uere acqu~reu. . rom ~1e .:rrencn E'.S a res " ox ~,ne ou.~sla.'Tla ~ urcnaze. 

liineteen guns 'l;rere re-vorted fron. Port St. C~lal'les in ~ie>·r Orleans in 

17 
1811, add six :from the fort on J3ayou St. Jobn. Genera~ i·lilkinson 

lfrote to the Secretary of \'lar that ~c !Jad 30 brass pieces in a train 

of light a.rtillery.13 In 1814, six 6-:pounclers, tuo 12-po:L"lders, 
f.ol\. s ............. 

one 24, carriagesl\a.nd a ho\·ritzer carriage 'rere shipped to lTe,IJ' Orleans 

from Pittsburgh.19rt seems reasonable to asgume t~~t these rather 

15. J. S. J3assett, Corresoonde::1ce of ~<ill.C1.re1·1 J a.cl:::son, II nassim. 
~atu:n does not say uhether the ca..~n tzl::en from the Som"in.rds 
at Pensacola vere brought to :Teu Oz-leans. Journal, C4-

16. ".!. E. J3irkhimer, Historical. Sketch of the ... A:::-tillery, United 
States AxT~, 232. 

lS. 3ir1chir.1er, 91?.· cit., 195 
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fragmentary reports do not list all of the available a.rtiller-rj -

there must have been some on merchant vessels along the 'mterl'ront, 

for e::tar.tple - 3nd that J ac1cson 1 s engineers could choose. Even tho~h 

it was needed. in several :places early in the cnapaign. by the Eigh~h. 

of Jro1.U:;'U"Y, that nost suitable could l:..a.ve been concentrated on the 

line. 

The 32-poundcr in Battery no. 4, the heaviest gu.."'l. on the 

line and. one of tZle heaviest used e.ny\;!l.ere in the c~aign, vias 

probabiy a naval gun on a naval carriage. 20 It seems tllat nost of 

tb.e heaV'.f guns \·Iere naval pieces ond \'fOrked by na.V'J or pir::.te crei·lS. 

It is likely tmt sore, if not m.a;st, of the pieces clor...g 

tl:e re::mincler of the line to t:i.m left ilaC: Oribe-.an.vcl.~.:::-ia,:;e:::. 

T:-:.e artillery received fro:--1 the 3'rench ll2..d. such c1 • .. 21 
e Ulpne~1~.o. It 

is uoss!.'~le that the feu casUc~ ties su.fferecl by Jackson's ne:'l na;[ 

have been due in :pru:-t to these carrio.ges. One au.thorj_ ty says: 

"::'he artillery raen are much less e:;:oosed, \Ihen defending a ra"Ttp;:;.rt, 
. if Gribeauval 1 s gal~ison c~riage is used. It raises the gcu1 in 
such a uay as to fire over a parapet high enought to shelter the 
men, uithout ma.ldng embrasu.res, or elsa such sl1.•ulo1'-" ones as do not 
e).."}? a se tl1em. 11 22 

20. Casey, on.cit., 10, refers to 32-:::;::o·.mclers lldr::x.-m from the naval 
o.rsennJ.U but G.oes not cite so"Lcrce. ::'he ?.JaV'J archives in Hev 
Orleans no\! Cl.o ::tot go 'bac:c to 1Sl5. 

21. J3±rkhimer, ou.cit., 232 

9
,.., H 1-,1 l A m '. !~ .... ;1' ,.,...,~ 3- -r.~ <:..-:.. • CJ.,.J. e~2..'1c, ~rea1ase on ~ v- -v~;;.... (. CF..1 page )o, this 

ca.r1·ingo is doscriocJ.. He 2lso refers to ulate 6, h'i~· ?;
0
r:< 

0
·.1."' 

..... - b• J 

tt'il:G llorl:c, but the pl2.tes are not availa. .. ole l1.ere. 
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The two six-~poun~ers of Eatter,r no. 5 were doubtless light 

field pieces. According to Tatum, they '\-rere brass guns. 23 They \'l'ere 

the only A"!lerican artillery in the night battle, and \'l9re moved 

to the river end of Jackson's line before being placed in the :posi­
?lt 

tion they had on January S.- · 

It's a good guess that the 12-uounder in Eatte~y no. 6 

u2.s a. Gribeauval garrison gun. It i·Jas und.er a Fre:n.cr_ com .. ~.ander 

and sen,.ecl by a French ere'"'· A general as sl:>.rei'id as Jackson 

'~'onld. probably have put n;en with guns they i•.'ere most familiar 

with and best able to hc'Ulclle. 

That the principal gt.11! in :Battery no. 7 Has an old 

Spa....'1ish 11!-:')m.mder is certainly :possible; it nay even be probable. 

25 
Some of the g;uns. in Fort St. Charles .-;ere lS-pound.ers. This place 

had been Fo::-t Sa"'l Carlos in Spanish ti::;es, and if one of these can-

non hc..d been properly nounted and brought do\m t:he river, it •·rouJ.d 

a.ccou..'l'lt for 11 the old S:;;lanish culverin11 ::1entiol1ed by some writers. 

Such a gun with its picturesque nouldings l:ould certainly add. 

' much to the plea.~m.=e of visitors to Chalmette lTationaJ. Historical 

Park. 

23. Jo~rnPl, 107, (Dec. 23) 

24 • .:Ul stories of the Caii!paign agree 0:::1 tl-'...in. 

25. Clenent, "Trnth is :·To Sla . ..r1cl.er 11 ::::ost easily fou."'ld. an quoted. 
in Clement a.."'ld Landry, Plantation Li-fe on the !!-i ssisshmi, 112 
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Ths ot~1er gu.TJ. in :Battery no. 7 night \~'ell have been one of 

the 4-pou.nders ld th Gribeauval carriages le:'t by the French in lTert 

Orleans. 

The nost nearly satisfactory solution of the nystery of 

Battery no. S is· that the gun there was one of. the 6-inch ho\d t-

26 zers \·Ji th Gribeauva~ carrdiages also left by the French. 

It ,.,o·uld be invaluable if one of the old cannon no-:-r on dis-

play in and. near J:let-r Orleans could be sl'.:.O'I'>'n to have actuelly been 

on Jackson 1 s line on Janua:.·y S, 1815. lle h2:ve neasured and photo-

gra-phed a number of these, and sent the data to an ord.na.:ace e~::-

:9art :f.:)r identification. In .l::i:J opinion, some of then are old 

enol'l.gh to. ha.ve been used in the camp.ait;1, Documente..ry evidence 

of their location, no-;·: lac1:L'lg, may co::::e to light at fl.llY time. 27 

26. JJirlrr..imer, o~o. cit., 232. Referri~g to :Butler's story, in Buell, 
3Jl old men nrlght ~·;ell rewember a b-inch gun e.s a 6-pounder. 
T}:is French artillery >vas one of t:C.e prizes Am·on Burr intended 
to seize( see Abernethy, J3urr Cons-oiracy.';/') ond it is li~::ely 
that these guns \lith Gribeat~sD..l C3.Triages 1vere the best in tht•.t 
:part of the world then, and an inroortant re<J.son for the defeat 
of the English. 

27 P, · h "' +' ,,_'-a and co.,.rP.c.n, onclence vri th :Edwin H. Rich •. DO'Gpg,ran" S PJ'~OJ<Iler U<:t.v • - --- • 
J.n CJ.uiln~tte i:<J:l.l:" Il.les. 
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