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Executive Summary 

The Developmental History that comprises Part 1 of this Historic Structure Report 
(HSR) for the Petersen House, known as the "House Where Lincoln Died," is a 
scholarly documentation of the evolution of the historic structure, concentrating 
on its major character-defining features, spaces, and elements. This focused 
study of the development of the historic property, as evidenced in its extant built 
fabric, is paired with a comprehensive physical examination of the property to 
assess existing conditions and compliance with modern building codes. 

Previously, there have been extensive academic studies and reports on various 
aspects of Petersen House, prepared by scholars over the period of many years, 
and these continue to serve as vital documents on the property. The principal 
objective in undertaking this HSR is, by contract with the National Park Service, 
to conduct a thorough (not exhaustive) documentary research effort and to 
consolidate newly uncovered and previously known information pertinent to the 
structure's physical history for comparison with physical clues. Thus, the Historical 
Background and Chronology of Development and Use within this report, both 
inform and support the condition assessment of the structure and work 
recommendations presented for consideration. 

The survey information within this historic structure report (200 1-2002) represents a 
fixed snapshot in time, due to ever changing conditions. Some of the work 
recommendations within this report have been implemented by recent 
construction (2002-2003} as part of a rehabilitation project targeting mechanical 
and electrical systems within the house. The assessment of physical condition of 
the property takes into account work proposed under this upgrade project, and 
drawings for this project are included in the Appendix of this report as a 
reference. Note that the drawings will not represent actual as-built conditions 
upon completion of the project. Actual work performed under this separate 
contract must be verified, before assumptions are made. 

Therefore, the goal of the team preparing this historic structure report is to 
provide National Park Service staff at all levels a streamlined resource of 
information to aid in making informed, managerial decisions for care of the 
physical property, while considering the comfort and safety of the visitor's 
experience. 

Part 2: Treatment and Use and Part 3: Record of Treatment, subsequent sections 
of the traditional Historic Structure Report format, are not within the scope of this 
project. 
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Administrative Data 

Administrative Data 
Name: 
Park: 
LCS# 046408 

Address: 
Management Category: 
General Management Plan: 
Development Concept Plan: 
Current Uses: 

Average annual visitation: 

Administrative Background 

Petersen House - House Where Lincoln Died 
Ford's Theatre National Historic Site (FTNHS) 
connecting Ford's Theatre (Park alpha: FOTH) 
with Petersen House (Park alpha: PEHO) 
Park Code: 804 
516 Tenth Street, NW Washington, DC 
Must be preseNed and maintained 
No 
No 
Basement Floor- Storage and Utilities 
First Floor- Museum 
Second Floor- Offices and Storage 
Third Floor- Storage 
2000 = 1,164,176; 2001 = 1,223,540 (FTNHS totals) 

The row-house located at 516 Tenth Street, NW, run by the Petersen family as a 
boarding house, gained national attention on the evening of April 14, 1865, 
when President Abraham Lincoln died there after being shot while attending a 
performance at Ford's Theatre, just across Tenth Street. After this fateful night, 
the then, boarding house and the Petersen family would never be the same. 
The house immediately became a shrine to the slain president, with visitors 
wishing to gain entrance to see the Death Bed (with "bloody pillow") or to get a 
remembrance of him, such as a wallpaper scrap. After the frustrated Petersen 
heirs sold the house to the Schade family for a decade-long ownership, with 
eventual occupation by the Memorial Association of DC, the house left private 
hands. Due to the recognition of the house as significant to the nation, the 
"House Where Lincoln Died" was purchased by the U.S. Government in 1896, 
and opened to the public as a museum of Lincolniana. The building, as the 
death place of the great president, was a logical choice for commemoration of 
his life. 

After thirty years of maintenance under various federal departments, the 
property was transferred to the National Park Service in 1933, who took over 
managerial responsibilities following the first restoration of the house to its original 
appearance on the night of Lincoln's death. This is the first occasion when the 
house could properly be considered a house museum. The house continues to 
be restored to its appearance at the period of significance: April 14-15, 1865. 
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Combination of two significant properties into one Historic Site 

As these two properties are intrinsically linked by this one tragic, historic event, 
the Ford's Theatre National Historic Site includes both Ford's Theatre (511 Tenth 
Street, NW) and Petersen House (516 Tenth Street, NW). Today, the National Park 
Service manages the two properties as one site (Park Alpha: FOTH, Park Code: 
804}. Cultural Resource Specialists with National Capital Parks- Central provide 
additional support in meeting federally mandated historic preservation 
responsibilities, stipulated under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as 
amended. 

Petersen House is listed in the following: 
District of Columbia Inventory of Historic Sites ( 11/8/ 64) 
National Register of Historic Places (10/15/66)* 
Ford's Theatre National Historic Site (1 0/15/66), contributing structure 
Pennsylvania Avenue National Historic Site, contributing structure 

*No background data on the property exists in the files of the DC Historic 
Preservation Office. 

Future Property Management 

It is advised that a Development Concept Plan for the Petersen House be 
planned and implemented for the historic property. A clear direction for the 
future must be visualized by park management in order to balance a 
responsible preservation strategy with enhancement of the visitor experience. 
Recent work has been undertaken to the property without benefit of this level of 
strategic planning and coordination. 

Thus, due to the historic significance of the property and its protection under 
federally mandated historic preservation legislation, all work items and 
treatments recommended within this Historic Structure Report shall be carried 
out in a manner sensitive to the preservation of historic fabric, in adherence to 
The Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties 
for Restoration. 
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Project Team 
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Abbreviations 

Property and Management History: 

CRM 

D.C. 

HWLD 
HPTC 

FOTH 
FTNHS 

HABS 
HSR 

NPS-NACC 
or NACC 
NARA 
NHPA 
NPS 
NPS-NCR 
or NCR 
NRHP 

PEHO 

RG 

SHPO 

Cultural Resource Management 

District of Columbia 

House Where Lincoln Died 
Historic Preservation Training Center 

Ford's Theatre (park alpha) 
Ford's Theatre National Historic Site 

Historic American Buildings Survey 
Historic Structure(s) Report 

National Park Service- National Capital Parks - Central 
National Archives and Records Administration 
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 as amended 
National Park Service 

National Park Service- National Capital Region 
National Register of Historic Places 

Petersen House (park alpha) 

Record Group (National Archives) 

State Historic Preservation Officer 

Physical Investigation, Code Compliance and Treatment: 

ACM Asbestos-Containing Materials 
ADA The Americans with Disabilities Act -Guidelines for Accessibility 
AFF Height above finished floor (or ground plane) 
AlA American Institute of Architects 
AIHA American Industrial Hygiene Association 
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BOCA 

BOMA 

CFR 
CCTV 

DCCC 

EMSL 
EPA 
EX 

IBC 

LBP 

NA or N/A 
NAD 
NESHAP 
NFPA 
NV LAP 

oc 
OSHA 

PE 
PLM 
psf 

RACM 

SF 
SOG 

TCLP 

UFAS 

XRF 

Building Officials & Code Administrators- publishes National 
Building Code 
Building Owners and Managers Association International 

Code of Federal Regulations 
Closed-Circuit Television 

District of Columbia Construction Codes 

EMSL Analytical Laboratories, Inc. 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Existing 

International Building Code 

Lead Based Paint 

Not applicable 
No Asbestos Detected 
National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants 
National Fire Protection Association - publishes Life Safety Codes 
National Voluntary Laboratory Accreditation Program 

on-center (measurement between regularly spaced elements) 
Occupational Safety and Health Administration 

Professional Engineer 
Polarized Light Microscopy 
Pounds per square foot 

Regulated Asbestos-Containing Material 

. Square Foot 
Slab on Grade 

Toxicity Characteristic Leaching Procedure 

Uniform Federal Accessibility Standard 

X-Ray Fluorescence 
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Methodology 

Property and Management History: 

Site Visits 
Key project team members from architrave p.c., architects and Robinson & 
Associates, Inc. conducted multiple site visits from project inception to present 
date (November 2001-February 2002) to photograph the property, become 
familiar with its historic characteristics, and to identify and record the building's 
significant features. New clues, uncovered within the documentary history from 
the sources below, were directly compared to extant physical evidence to 
produce new insights into the development and use of the property over time. 

Review and Re-evaluation of Existing Documentation and Archival Material 
We consulted legislation involving the Ford's Theatre and the Petersen House. 
Of great use, were Annual Reports submitted by all custodial governmental 
agencies responsible for the Petersen House from 1898 to 1959 (now maintained 
by the NPS-NACC) -these reports documented all work carried out on the 
Petersen House during a century of governmental ownership. Invaluable texts 
included, among others, George J. Olszewski's House Where Lincoln Died: 
Furnishing Study, Gary Scott's article entitled "A Photograph and Artist's 
Renderings: Keys to the Restoration of a National Landmark," and Matthew R. 
Virta's Archeology at the Petersen House: Unearthing an Alternate History. 
Other historical documents and drawings provided by NPS-NCR in scanned, 
electronic format gave vital information, including measured drawings of the 
house conducted in 1905, 1932 and 1957, and a full set of construction/ 
restoration drawings and photographs of the 1959 rehabilitation. 

Research at Primary Repositories including National Archives, Library of 
Congress, Martin Luther King, Jr. Library and the Historical Society of Washington 
We consulted the D.C. Building Permits on file at the National Archives and 
found Permit# 1640, dated December 5, 1878, in which the Schade family 
wished to make an addition to the rear of the house. It appears as though this is 
the first uncovering of this document, since there is no reference to it in any of 
previous documentary reports consulted. 

Photographic and Miscellaneous Research 
We reviewed photographic archives in files maintained by the National Park 
Service on site (FTNHS) and the HABS and Civil War collection at the Library of 
Congress. We consulted files at Robinson & Associates, including research on 
the Petersen House gathered for firm's on-going work on the new nomination of 
the Pennsylvania Avenue National Historic Site. 

HISTORIC STRUCTURE REPORT 
Page XII Methodology 



Petersen House- House Where Lincoln Died Ford's Theatre National Historic Site 

Physical Investigation and Treatment: 

Site Visits 
Key project team members from architrave p.c., architects, McMullan & 
Associates, Inc. (Stuctural), JVP Engineers, P.C. (MEP), Gage-Babcock & 
Associates, Inc. (Fire Protection/Life Safety/Security) and MECX (Hazardous 
Materials) conducted multiple site visits from project inception to present date 
(November 2001-September 2002) to become familiar with its physical fabric 
and building systems. A separate accessibility and security review was 
conducted in August, 2002. We have also held interviews with NPS regional and 
park staff, including maintenance personnel and house museum docents. 

Review of Existing Documentation and Archival Material 
We consulted historic documents provided by NPS-NCR in scanned, electronic 
format, including measured drawings of the house conducted in 1905, 1932 and 
1957, drawings for miscellaneous fire alarm system and heating system upgrades 
throughout the 201h century, and a full set of construction/restoration drawings 
for the 1959 rehabilitation. Archival drawings and photographs that are used for 
illustrations within the body of this report are titled "Figure," and are numbered 
consecutively throughout the report. 

Graphic and Photographic Documentation/Examination of Fabric and Systems 
We photographed the property, recorded existing conditions in drawing format, 
and identified potentially critical deficiencies. Existing condition photographs 
that are used for reference images within the body of this report are titled 
"Photo," and are numbered consecutively throughout the report according to 
discipline fAR-Architecture; MEP-Mechanical, Electrical, Plumbing; LS-Life 
Safety). 

Physical/Laboratory Analysis of Building Components 
We conducted physical investigations of hidden structural components and 
otherwise concealed conditions (by cutting and patching observation 
openings) and tested physical fabric for potential hazardous materials such as 
asbestos and lead in paint. Multiple hazardous material investigations and paint 
analyses of both interior wood and plaster surfaces and exterior wood have 
been conducted previous to this historic structure report, the results of which 
have been considered by our project team during this evaluation. 

Construction Documents lor Mechanical/Electrical Rehabilitation Project 
In evaluating code compliance issues and recommending treatments for 
deficiencies, the drawings and specifications for this project were used as a 
reference, and ore included in the Appendix. All work represented by these 
documents must be verified in the field, as some elements were excluded. 
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Further Recommendations for Research: 

In searching for new archival sources and in re-evaluating existing 
documentation, new conclusions about the building's construction history 
resulted; for example, the discovery of a building permit from the National 
Archives supported physical evidence that the extant Rear Ell of the Petersen 
House was constructed in two phases. The section furthest from the main block 
of the house was found to date to the 1870s, so it was not present during the 
period of significance for the historic property: April 14-15, 1865. This explains 
later confusion when 20th c. historians have attempted to compare the layout of 
the house as described in historic accounts to the contemporary condition, 
even after the 1958 demolition of the c.1899 coal shed. 

Other puzzling discoveries and unsolved mysteries include: 
• Why was an intricately patterned wallpaper found concealed behind the 

cove of the pressed metal ceiling in what has been identified historically 
as the kitchen (Room 12)? This raises the question of how and where the 
Petersens lived in the house before and after occupation by boarders, 
and where was the kitchen in 1865, when it's facilities were used to care 
for the failing Lincoln. 

• What was the 1863-early 1870s appearance of the reconstructed Rear Ell 
without the west portion added. Was there a sleeping porch above or 
covered porch below? 

• What was the structure along the west perimeter at the rear alley that is 
represented on the 1888 Sanborn map, and was it present in 1865? 

• What was the original stair configuration from the first floor rear porch 
down to grade before and after the construction of the Rear Ell, with the 
likelihood that there were no stairs at all? 

• What was the function and appearance of the rear yard area upon initial 
construction and in 1865? 

To find the answers to these questions, research would have to include an 
exhaustive documentary search paired with an invasive physical probe of the 
building's structure and an extensive archaeological effort. 

In summary, it is believed that all key reliable sources have been consulted for 
purposes of the HSR and no important recommendations for further research are 
made as part of this study. However, there is extensive interest in, and 
academic documentation for a subject as important as President Lincoln and 
his assassination. New or previously undiscovered resources could clearly 
continue to be uncovered. The social history of the property, relatively 
unexplored for this report, could be the subject of further investigations. The 
story of how this tragic event affected the Petersen family is worth telling. 
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Summary of Treatment Recommendations 

Challenges for Facility Management 

The adoption of an overall management concept plan with specific objectives 
is essential in establishing a framework for making informed, goal-based 
decisions regarding the deficiencies and recommendations outlined below. The 
classification and use of enclosed building area within this historic property must 
be determined, specifically the rooms and entire floors that are not restored for 
public visitation. It is hard to allow empty space to remain underutilized when 
the park including Ford's Theatre has an overwhelming need for storage. 
However, the stressed 19th c. structural frame, lack of mechanical ventilation or 
air conditioning, and undersized fire suppression system do not support the use 
of this property for storage. 

Summary of recommended facility management objectives: 

1) Design the flow of a limited number of visitors through the building that is 
most efficient and meaningful to the historic significance of the house, 
and then, work to minimize barriers and other health and safety risks along 
the path, while maximizing opportunities for interpretation. 

2) Determine and implement the least invasive means of controlling 
environmental conditions of the entire house - to provide curatorial 
standards in restoration zones, to foster comfort for staff and visitors 
through improved ventilation and insulation, and to limit conditions 
threatening the building fabric such as growth of moisture induced 
bacteria caused by rising damp or water intrusion in back areas. 

3} Immediately restore original wood windows and related elements that are 
currently threatened by neglect. Develop routine inspection and 
maintenance program for all exterior elements that are subject to harsh 
conditions within an urban setting. 

4} Limit loading of the structural frame by removing heavy items from upper 
floors, and remove all storage in areas with inadequate fire suppression. 

Following is a summary of recommendations for treatment, arranged by 
discipline and degree of severity of related deficiency*: 
(D =deficiency, R =recommendation) 

*Refer to Parts l E and l Fin this HSR for an in-depth analysis of issues and further evaluation of this 
list of recommendations. 
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Architecture and Structure-Exterior 

East Elevation of main house block at Tenth Street: This face of the house 
presents the first significant image to the passing public and park visitors alike, 
and although the best maintained of the house, it currently requires steps to 
preserve historic materials and improve interpretation through historic 
authenticity. 

Threatened historic building fabric: 
D Original wood elements are adversely affected by exposure to sun and 

moisture due to moderate failure of paint coating. 
R Perform lead paint abatement (see hazardous materials), repair 

deterioration, prime and paint wood windows, hoods, cornice and 
shutters (reinstall 1 set at basement level). Treat windows as complete 
units, inside and out, and check for functional hardware. 

D Pointing mortar at masonry wall has deteriorated at area of copper 
collector near the cornice line and near sidewalk/grade level. 

R Repaint using soft mortar mix, appropriate to mid-191h century. 

Historic authenticity and integrity: 
D Storage shelves and boxes visible through metal security screens secured 

to basement window interiors are visually intrusive to pedestrians. 
R 1 Alter use of Room 10 to exclude storage or secure basement level shutters 

in closed position, to improve appearance of house by pedestrians. Note 
that one set of shutters has been temporarily removed and stored off site. 

R2 Consider leaving Third Floor level shutters in closed position to protect 
windows, and limit heat loss and gain. This floor should only be used for 
light storage. 

D Cast iron railing has several missing spindles and footscraper is totally 
missing from granite base. 

R Replicate missing elements from historic documentation and replace. 

West Elevation of main house block and South and West Elevations of rear ell at 
yard/garden: These rear portions of the house are not currently seen directly by 
visitors, and thus, have been allowed to deteriorate to unacceptable levels. 

Threatened historic building fabric: 
D Original wood elements are rapidly deteriorating from exposure to sun 

and moisture due to severe failure of paint coating. 
R Perform lead paint abatement (see hazardous materials), repair 

deterioration, prime and paint wood windows, doors and trim. Replace 
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all cracked or broken glass panes and reglaze prior to paint application. 
Treat windows and doors as complete units, inside and out, and check for 
functional hardware. 

D Pointing mortar at masonry walls of rear ell has deteriorated at numerous 
locations near grade level. 

R Repoint using soft mortar mix, appropriate to mid-19th century. 

D Gutter system of adjoining building over roof of rear ell has periodically 
become clogged with debris, allowing water to spill on adjacent flat roof 
and enter masonry party wall. This gutter was installed by the NPS to 
correct the major water infiltration that damaged the Death Room prior to 
the 1978-80 restoration. 

R Perform routine inspection, clean-out debris and evaluate the condition 
of all gutters and downspouts. 

Historic authenticity and integrity: 
D The ground floor areaway, under the rear porch, is frequently used as a 

storage zone, which is an inappropriate location to stockpile items from 
Ford's Theatre. Note that this area was scheduled for enclosure as part of 
the mechanical and electrical upgrade project, 2001-2002, a situation 
that further stresses the historic inaccuracies that have prevailed at the 
rear of the house and yard/garden. 

R1 Remove all stored items to improve appearance of house to visitors, 
whether or not the porch stairs are utilized for visitor circulation. 

R2 Undertake study to determine historically appropriate appearance of a 
functional yard or courtyard for privately owned row house used both for 
boarding and family use at time of Lincoln's death. Develop plan, and 
take steps to implement. 

R3 Evaluate impacts to historic resource and management of property if 
c.1870s rear ell extension were removed to reflect actual appearance 
and use of house on April 14-15, 1865. 
Positive impact: Demolition of this extraneous section may reveal clues of 
the 1865 configuration through allowing further physical investigation and 
site archaeology. 
Negative impact: Demolition of this post-1865 building section removes 
ability to rehabilitate for modernized support facilities for use by park staff, 
including bathroom, without impacting historic fabric. 
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Architecture and Structure-Interior 

Basement level of main house block and rear ell: Intrusion of moisture is 
threatening structural damage to below-ground masonry, eroding mortar joints, 
and disintegrating finished plaster where plaster is applied directly to masonry 
substrate. The condition can seasonally raise the interior relative humidity, 
increasing the deterioration of stored records and artifacts, and creating 
unacceptable air quality due to the rapid growth of bacteria and mold. 

Threatened historic building fabric: 
D Evidence of past moisture damage in masonry walls of main house and 

severe rising damp within 1870s portion of rear ell walls requires 
investigation before appropriate permanent corrective action is 
determined and steps taken to reverse condition and repair. 

R1 Remove all storage from suspect areas, and relocate to dry area. 
R2 Monitor condition at problem areas in preparation of investigation. 
R3 Introduce positive air flow through ventilation and dehumidification to 

promote dry and healthy conditions prior to permanent treatment. 
R4 Perform routine maintenance including regular cleaning of interior walls. 

Aggressively clean locations where mold and mildew are evident. 
R5 If garden plants are watered around perimeter of building, use a drip 

watering system instead of a sprinkler that typically forces water in direct 
contact with the masonry wall. 

R6 Continue program to treat and control termite infestation that is 
encouraged by these moist conditions. 

R7 Perform testing and comprehensive investigation by professionals to 
determine reason for problem and design potential solutions. 
Undertake corrective action prior to repairing or replacing failed plaster. 

R8 Repair damaged finishes following treatment. In rehabilitation zones, 
replace failed plaster with drywall on furring (where plaster is directly 
applied directly to masonry wall). This will allow the masonry to breathe. 

Environmental control: 
D Room 12 (former kitchen under Death Room) is improperly used for 

storage. This room is within significant portion of house related to Lincoln's 
death, fire suppression is not adequately sized to protect contents and 
molding surfaces indicate moisture and lack of positive air flow. 

R1 Introduce positive air flow through ventilation and dehumidification. 
R2 Limit storage to well organized/packaged, lightweight items that are not 

highly flammable. 
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Interpretation and Use: 
D Room 12 (former kitchen under Death Room) is within historically 

significant portion of the house, but its historic flooring has been replaced 
with modern materials and its appearance has been altered extensively 
with exposed pipes, and conduits along the ceiling. 

R It is not feasible to restore this room to its 1865 appearance due to lack of 
documentation and extent of modern intrusions. However, consider this 
interior space as the potential location for a passive interpretative display 
for the public if circulation passes by this location as planned. This room 
could be accessed by visitors in wheelchairs, unable to mount the house 
stairs, if the alley easement were a ramped surface. A video and/or 
permanent display would serve to expand the story of the night of 
Lincoln's assassination to include the devastating effects that this historic 
event brought upon the Petersen family. 

First Floor level of main house block and rear ell at exhibit spaces: 

There are no serious issues beyond continued monitoring of environmental 
conditions for preservation of finishes, furnishings and artifacts and impact of 
public visitation. From structural analysis, group sizes for visitors entering the 
house museum should be no larger than 28 people. This limitation is based upon 
all members on the group congregating in a single room or area of the house. 
The park is currently limiting visitors to 15-20 maximum. 

First Floor level of rear ell at non-exhibit spaces: 

Environmental control: 
D Windows are single-pane, and with severe deterioration, units are 

performing poorly in terms of heat loss/gain and air infiltration. 
R Install interior storm window units designed for historic properties. Non­

operative panels are the least intrusive if operation is not required 
regularly for ventilation. 

Historic authenticity and integrity: 
D AC window unit is visually incompatible to overall historic elevation, even 

positioned in the post-1865 portion of the rear ell. 
R If the AC unit is actively used to manage the humidity within the rear ell, 

then its placement may be warranted. If not, then remove unit and 
restore window to historic condition. 
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Second and Third Floor levels of main house block (non-exhibit spacest: 
The 2 upper levels of the house should remain restricted from public use and in 
no case should the uppers floors be used for storage. Due to infrequent use, 
maintain a cyclical inspection program to identify potential problems. 

Threatened historic building fabric: 
D Structural settlement has caused vertical cracking in plaster at the 

east/west partition, both floors. 
R Add solid wood blocking between the discontinuous ends of the wall 

studs at each floor level. 

D There is excessive floor deflection adjacent to the fireplace hearth in 
Room 302. 

R Perform further physical investigation by opening the ceiling/floor at the 
location of the header to joist connection adjacent to the hearth. 
Examine the condition of the joist and evaluate the capacity of the first 
continuous joist adjacent to the hearth before performing remedial work. 

D Upper floors are used inappropriately for storage. Structural framing may 
be structurally deficient to support the live load capacities associated 
with stored materials and fire suppression is inadequate. 

R Limit storage to well organized/packaged, lightweight items that are not 
highly flammable. 

D Existing plaster ceiling at the Second floor stair landing is cracked. 
R Remove a strip of plaster in the area to examine and assess the ceiling 

system. Develop a remedial solution based upon the findings. 

Environmental control: 
D Windows are single-pane, and with severe deterioration, units are 

performing poorly in terms of heat loss/gain and air infiltration. 
Rl Install interior storm window units designed for historic properties. Non­

operative panels are the least intrusive if operation is not required 
regularly for ventilation, but this depends on use and overall approach to 
environmental management. 

R2 At the third level where no occupation is likely beyond light storage, install 
non fading black-faced insulation boards covering the window openings 
to the inside of the window unit. 

Historic authenticity and integrity: 
D Window treatments (i.e. shades and curtains) are visible from the street. 
R Ensure that treatment is appropriate to a private boarding house in 1865 

(period of significance). and maintain in good. clean condition. 
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Attic of main house block: 

Threatened historic building fabric: 
D Existing roof truss located immediately to the south of the attic hatch is 

missing all web members. 
R Reinstall members to match the existing trusses in order to restore the 

structural capacity of the truss. 

Environmental control: 
D Management of inside air temperature within the building is difficult to 

control in extreme cold and hot periods. The build-up of heat within the 
attic in the summer months and the heat loss in the winter adds to this 
problem. 

R 1 Provide blanket insulation between ceiling joists (for Third floor) in attic. 
R2 Introduce mechanical means of ventilating hot air from attic, without 

impacting the roof system, as proposed by mechanical upgrade project. 

Mechanical System 

The installation of a whole house ducted air conditioning system was eliminated 
from the mechanical upgrade project within the value engineering process. 

R Conduct a study to further investigate the replacement of the old window 
unit at the landing above the restored First Floor area with an efficient 
modern alternative, to both manage air temperatures for comfort and 
conservation. 

Electrical System 

R Remove all excess wiring that is no longer utilized and secure all remaining 
raceways. 

R Instigate routine inspections to include the tightening of loose conduits, 
replacement of loose and worn-out wiring devices, and replacement of 
missing or burned-out light bulbs. 

R Verify that the fire alarm system meets ADA guidelines following completion 
of the electrical upgrade project. 
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Plumbing 

Currently, the necessary public toilet facilities, including accessible facilities, are 
provided across the street at Ford's Theatre. NPS justifies this by defining the two 
buildings as a single facility, and the fact that visitors are within the Petersen 
House approximately ten to fifteen minutes. Providing the required plumbing 
facilities in the Petersen House would require extensive modifications and 
significant impact on the historic structure and is not recommended. 

A single, unisex toilet is available to park staff on the basement level of the Rear 
Ell, accessible directly from the garden. If this noncontributing building section 
(constructed post-1865) were removed in the future, this toilet would be 
eliminated, and the question of sensitively locating an alternative restroom for 
staff would need to be addressed. 

Fire Protection and Life Safety 

R Verify that all exit signs are internally or externally illuminated while the 
building is occupied. 

R Remove storage from all rooms that is in excess of sprinkler system 
design loads, including Room 12. 

R Remove all obstructions from the path of egress such as furniture, storage or 
equipment. 

R Install a self-closing door on the Boiler Room or fit existing door with closer 
mechanism. 

R Maintain a monthly inspection program for portable fire extinguishers. 
R Inspect building to ensure that all fire alarm wiring is concealed in conduit. 

Security System 

R Replace existing outdated system with an updated monitoring panel. 
R Remove existing abandoned in place security related wiring. 
R Provide additional monitoring by CCTV cameras with pan-tilt-zoom 

capabilities. 
R Add monitoring capabilities at the Boiler Room door and motion detectors 

throughout the second floor. 
R Run all security alarm and future CCTV wiring in conduit. 
R Integrate the alarm annunciation system with the proposed CCTV system. 
R Provide both local annunciation and remote monitoring (both at Ford's 

Theatre and at the US Park Police Dispatch Center). 
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Abatement and Management of Hazardous Materials 

The areas inspected and sampled during the asbestos and lead paint surveys 
indicated that asbestos-containing materials and lead-based painted 
components are present and could possibly be disturbed during future 
renovation projects at the Petersen House. 

The five recommended response actions to the positive identification of an 
ACM-Asbestos Containing Material or lead-based paint are: 

Removal, enclosure, encapsulation, repair or 
Monitoring with an operations and maintenance program {O&M) 

Result of Material Testing at Petersen House: 
Positive Asbestos Survey Results 

• ACM identified-pipe insulation at Room 202, found in good condition at 
undisturbed location 

R Periodically monitor the pipe insulation material at Room 202 by 
implementing an O&M program. Post warning labels on RACM material. 

R If the material is to be disturbed by renovations then it is required to be 
properly removed by trained personnel using abatement techniques 
acceptable to OSHA and the USEPA, and be disposed of as asbestos waste. 

Positive Lead Based Paint Survey Results 
• Basement Level Main House- wood floor, doors, windows and stairs; 

plaster walls 
• Basement Level Rear Ell- tin ceiling; wood doors, windows and stairs; 

plaster walls and ceiling 
• Porch -windows, railing 
• First Floor Main House {restoration area)- wood doors, windows and stairs; 

plaster walls 
• First Floor Rear Ell (beyond death room) -wood doors, windows; 

plaster walls 
• Second and Third Floors Main House- wood floor, doors, windows and 

stairs; plaster walls, fireplace mantels, radiators 

R Second and third floors both contain plaster wall surfaces with peeling paint 
-develop an abatement plan for these surfaces. 

R Manage in-place the remaining paint surfaces, so that the painted surfaces 
containing lead remain in good condition and do not become chipped or 
flaked. 

R If any painted surfaces containing lead will be disturbed in conjunction with 
a future renovation project, hire a licensed lead abatement contractor in 
accordance with OSHA's Lead in Construction regulations, 29 Code of 
Federal Regulations (CFR) 1926.62, to perform the work. 
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A. Historical Background 

Overview 

The Petersen House is a handsome Greek Revival row house which fils neatly 
within the traditional definitions of the city of Washington's nineteenth-century 
character [Figure 1). Originally constructed in 1849, it served as William 
Petersen's family residence, his boarding house, and possibly his shop. A modest 
remnant of the old downtown. it has survived the development that has 
changed much of the face of the nineteenth-century city. 

figure I View of primary (east} facade of Petersen House, circa 1883 
(NPS-NCR Collection- FTNHS}. 

A major reason for the longevity of the Petersen House is its singular importance 
as the location of the death of President Abraham Lincoln in April of 1865 
following his fatal injury at Ford's Theatre across the street. As a result of its 
historical association with Lincoln and its resulting significance, in 1896 the house 
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become one of the first house museums to be purchased and operated by the 
federal government. In fact, in 1937 the site was described as" ... a shrine more 
than national in its significance, dedicated to one of the wisest and gentlest of 
men." 1 

The sheer respect paid Lincoln after his death has elevated the Petersen House 
to a memorial to the President, and given the property its commemorative 
focus. Visitors to the Petersen House and Ford's Theatre, collectively operated 
as the Ford's Theatre National Historic Site by the National Park Service since 
1966, witness both the location of Lincoln's assassination in the theatre and the 
room in which he perished in Petersen's house. The exterior and the first-floor 
furniture and interior have all been restored to the defined period of significance 
-April 14-15, 1865- as closely as possible. It should be pointed out that the 
house has been altered from its original and/or early appearance, with late­
nineteenth-century additions removed, and some materials having been 
abrasively cleaned or replaced in an attempt to restore the building. 

Purchase of the Land and Construction of the Hause 

Following the creation of streets and squares within Major Pierre Charles 
L'Enfant's Plan for the capital city in 1791 and Andrew Ellicott's completion and 
implementation of the plan, former farms and tracts of land were divided up for 
sale to encourage development. David Burnes owned one such tract. and he 
sold his holding to the United States government in 1791.2 Square 347, the future 
site of the Petersen House was created at this time out of land sold by Burnes 
(Figure 2). In exchange for selling their land, owners like Burnes were given a 
percentage of lots. Lot 14, the southern half of which became the Petersen 
House, was not one of these lots and as a result was put up for public auction by 
the Federal Commissioners. 

Along with Lots 1, 2, 5, 6, 9, 10, and 13, Lot 14 was briefly owned by James 
Greenleaf of Massachusetts from 1793 to 1797. His intended use was not known, 
and the lots were again put up for auction in 1798, at which time Lot 14 was 
purchased by Milesius Thomas Kirk of Georgetown. The property changed 
hands many times before it was purchased by Petersen. Lot 14 was subdivided 
in 1844 (originally the lot was 50 feet along the street and 100 feet deep, but it 

1 Federal Writers' Project, Works Progress Administration, Washington City and Capitol 
(Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1937), 424. 

2 Matthew R. Virta, Archeology at the Petersen House: Unearthing an Alternate History 
(Washington, D.C.: Regional Archeology Program, National Park Service, National Capital 
Region. 1991). 7. 
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was divided into two 25-foot-wide lots. On February 5, 1849, the southern half of 
the lot was deeded to William Petersen for $850 by Abner H. and Mary Ann 
Young.3 

Figure 2 Plan of Square 347, date unknown (Virta, A6). 

The south half of Lot 14 was empty when Petersen purchased it; in fact, no 
building had yet been constructed on the site and only refuse from nearby 
houses had been placed there. By 1841, Square 347 was quite densely built up, 
containing 25 structures, including 3 shops, 13 brick and 9 wood frame 
dwellings.4 Thus when Petersen bought his empty lot it must have been one of 
the only available lots in the area. William Petersen constructed the three-story­
plus-basement, brick row house on the lot in 1849. As stated previously, the 
building exhibits Greek Revival characteristics, such as a brownstone stoop 
(curved in this instance), a wood entablature around the door, and classically 
inspired lintels and sills. 

William Petersen and his wife Anna were both born in Germany in 1816 and 
1819, respectively. They immigrated to the United States in 1841 and settled in 
Washington. The Petersens most likely were attracted to this neighborhood of 

3 Virta, D6. 

4 Ibid, 11. 
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Washington for its reputation as an enclave for German immigrants; this had 
been true since the 1840s and is evident in the Germanic surnames listed in city 
directories for this area in this period. Petersen was a tailor by profession and 
almost immediately he opened a tailor shop on Louisiana Avenue. Although 
Petersen may have moved his business to Tenth Street once the house was 
complete. no records exist to prove the truth of this assertion.s 

As soon as the house was constructed, the Petersens began to take in boarders, 
including some Congressmen, as revealed in various city directories.6 By 1858, 
the Petersens added two more children to their family, which raised the total 
number of children to six. Archeological excavations carried out by the 
Regional Archeology Program of the National Park Service assert that an 
addition was constructed at the rear of the house in 1858. It is believed that its 
construction might have been an attempt to alleviate the crowding in the 
house from the large family and the boarders/ 

Archeological evidence also reveals that a fire occurred in 1863 in this rear 
addition, probably due to a fire in the kitchen. which was believed to be 
located there. Tax assessment records indicate that the addition was promptly 
rebuilt in the same configuration since the ell was re-assessed at the same value 
as before the fire.s Archeological excavations show that small changes were 
made in the rebuilding of the ell. such as the inclusion of a wood floor instead of 
brick laid in a herringbone pattern- which would have raised the floor level by 
over one foot. removing the original step down into the kitchen.9 In addition, 
the kitchen was for the first time separated from the house by a paved corridor. 
to prevent future fires from damaging the main block of the house. 

5 Historian George Olszewski lists the 1865 address of Petersen's business as 442 8th Street, 
West. Olszewski concludes that, at most, Petersen carried out minor repairs in the front room of 
the basement. 

6 Virta, 12. 

7 1bid. 

a Tax assessment records list the value of the house at $3400 from 1858 to 1863; an 
additional entry is made in 1863 for $3400. Virta concludes from this information that the ell was 
burned in 1863 and rebuilt as before and thus was reassessed at the same value. 

9 Virta, 22. 
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Context of the Petersen House During the Civil War 

During the Civil War, the city of Washington was burgeoning with the industry of 
war and was heavily occupied by Union Troops. Many public buildings were 
given over to wartime uses, and the presence of troops affected even the quiet 
small residential and commercial streets such as Tenth Street. At the time that 
Ford's Theatre and the Petersen House became tragic focal points during the 
war, Tenth Street was primarily lined with small-scale row houses and modest 
wooden structures. A post-1863 photograph of Tenth Street (Figure 3) depicts 
the streetscape containing Ford's Theatre, across from the house belonging to 
the Petersen family. The remnants of unpretentious wood-frame buildings 
remain, but stand dominated by the mid-19th century classically detailed 
masonry construction of Ford's Theatre and later infill houses and commercial 
structures exhibiting Victorian detailing. 

Figure 3 Ford's Theatre-Tenth Street, NW, after 1863; photographer unknown 
(National Archives, Still Picture Branch, War and Conflict Number 260) 

A circa 1870 aerial view of the city, shows the contrast between the grand 
public buildings lining major avenues and the small-scale residential and 
commercial character of the city in which the row house was the predominant 
residential building type. (See Figure 4, on which the approximate location of 
Petersen House and Ford's Theatre is indicated.) 
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Vicinity of 
Petersen House 

Figure 4 Aerial view [looking East) of Washington immediately following the Civil War, circa 1870, 
with The White House and Treasury Building in the foreground. 

[Original in Library of Congress. Reproduced in Richard M. Lee, Mr. Lincoln's City (McLean. VA: 
EPM Publications, Inc., 198/), 116-17). 

The Death of President Lincoln 

The evening of April 14, 1865, proved to be a most fateful one for President 
Lincoln. As planned, the Lincoln party attended the production of the British 
comedy Our American Cousin at Ford's Theatre. Lincoln was a dedicated fan 
of the theatre and frequented both Ford's and Boyd's theatres often. On this 
particular evening, the president and his wife, Mary Todd Lincoln, arrived late 
and walked through the theatre to" ... a cheering welcome, the acting 
ceased temporarily out of respect to the entering Presidential party. Many in 
the audience rose to their feet in enthusiasm and vociferously cheered, while 
looking around." 1D The couple made their way to their box which they were 
sharing with friends Major Henry Rathbone and Miss Clara Harris. 

lO Charles A. Leale. M.D., "Lincoln's Last Hours," p. 3, quoted in Vera Craig, Furnishing 
Plan: House Where Lincoln Died (Petersen House). Washington, D.C., (1976), np. 
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Figure 5 April 27, 1865, Harper's Weekly sketch of Booth fleeing the stage, by Alfred Waud 
(NPS-NCR Collection- FTNHS). 

One Charles A. Leale, M.D., was in the audience that night. The following is Dr. 
Leale's account of what happened when John Wilkes Booth stormed the door 
and entered into Lincoln's box (Figure 5): 

... suddenly, the report of a pistol was heard, and a 
short time after I saw oman [John Wilkes Booth] in mid­
air leaping from the President's box to the stage, 
brandishing in his hand a drawn dagger. His spur 
caught in the American flag festooned in front of the 
box, causing him to stumble when he struck the stage, 
and he fell on his hands and knees. He quickly 
regained the erect posture and hopped across the 
stage, flourishing his dagger ... 11 

Dr. Leale was the first medical person to reach the wounded President: 

11 Ibid. 

As I looked at the President, he appeared to be dead. 
His eyes were closed and his head had fallen forward. 
He was being held upright in his chair by Mrs. Lincoln, 
who was weeping bitterly. From his crouched down 
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sitting posture it was evident that Mrs. Lincoln had 
instantly sprung to his aid after he had been wounded 
and had kept him from tumbling to the floor.T2 

Leole suggested that the main priority was to remove Lincoln from the theatre to 
a place where he could rest and receive treatment. Leale believed that taking 
the wounded president to a hospital or bock to the White House would be too 
damaging to his fragile condition. Therefore, the president was carried out of 
Ford's Theatre and taken into the small house owned by William Petersen. 
Accounts vary on why Lincoln was carried to this house; one account states that 
a man stood at the entry with a candle guiding them in, and another states that 
the house directly across from the theatre had no lights on so the next closest 
house was the Petersen House. An image of the house that fateful night is 
illustrated in Figure 6, below. As the undated engraving shows, military guards 
hold back the concerned crowds that assembled in front of the house to which 
the President was taken. This image also depicts the brick row houses that 
flanked the house and the picturesque nature of the tree-lined streetscape. 

Figure 6 Undated engraving of Street scene outside Petersen's door, night of Apri/14, 1865: 
artist unknown (NPS-NCR Collection- FTNHS). 

12 lbid. 
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Gideon Welles, Secretary of the Navy wrote in his diary on April 18, 1865, about 
the arrangement within the Petersen House on the eve of lincoln's death: 

We entered by ascending a flight of steps above the 
basement and passing through a long hall to the rear 
[where] the President lay extended on a bed breathing 
heavily. Several surgeons were present, at least six, I 
should think more. Among them I was glad to observe 
Dr. HaiL who, however soon left. I inquired of Dr. H. [as I 
entered] the true condition of the President. He 
[replied the President] was dead to all intents, although 
he might live three hours or longer.l3 

Figure 7 Image of Lincoln in Death Room. by Ritchie (NPS-NCR Collection- FTNHS). 

Gideon Welles further described how lincoln's tall figure Jay diagonally across 
the small bed in the rear bedroom (Figure 7). Dr. Robert King Stone, the Lincolns' 
family physician. arrived at the house and took charge of treating the 
president's head wound. For the rest of the night, Mary Todd Lincoln was in a 
state of distress hoping that her husband would come out of his coma. 

13 Gideon Welles, quoted in Vera Craig, np. 
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Figure 8 1892 stereograph of Double Parlor, where the search for Booth was planned 
{NPS-NCR Collection FTNHS). 

Meanwhile, several men including the Attorney General and Secretary of War 
sat in the bedroom of the first-floor boarders (or back parlor) and started to plan 
the search for the assassin, who at this point was known to be John Wilkes Booth, 
a disgruntled actor with Confederate sympathies (Figure 8). Furthermore, the 
cabinet members (all of whom attended the president that evening, except for 
Seward who was already bedridden with severe injuries from a carriage 
accident when he was attacked that same evening by one of Booth's 
collaborators) discussed the inevitable replacement of Lincoln by Vice-President 
Johnson. At 7:22 on the morning of April 15, Lincoln died. It is traditionally 
reported that upon hearing this news, Edwin Stanton spoke the now prophetic 
words, "Now he belongs to the ages." 14 

14 David Herbert Donald, Lincoln (New York: Touchstone, 1996), 599. 
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Commemoration 

Grief overcame the city of Washington and the nation when news of Lincoln's 
death circulated on the morning of April 15, 1865. Most buildings in downtown 
Washington were draped in black crepe as the local residents mourned the 
death of their leader. The Petersen House, as the site of his death, became a 
shrine and a memorial to the great man. Immediately following his death, 
"curiosity seekers" stripped the room, "cutting up the carpet, curtains, and 
blood-stained sheets." 15 In an entry to her diary on Easter Sunday, 1865, Louisa 
Petersen wrote that "People have torn up the carpets in the hallway ... "16 

Further, in a letter to his sister Ida, William Clark. the boarder who resided in the 
room where Lincoln died, wrote that "Since the death of our President hundreds 
daily call at the house to gain admission into my room."17 Clark continued, 
"Everybody has a great desire to obtain some memento frorn my roorn so that 
whoever comes in has to be closely watched for fear they will steal 
something."1B 

Images of the room were made shortly after Lincoln's death to preserve the 
memory. On the morning of Lincoln's death. a photograph of the bed was 
taken by Julius Ulke, a boarder in the Petersen House and a professional 
photographer (Figure 9). Taken immediately after Lincoln's body was removed 
to the White House, Ulke was able to capture the haunting image of a blood­
stained pillow. An April 1865 edition of Fronk Leslie's Illustrated Newspaper 
included a drawing of the room by newspaper staffer Albert Berghaus, from a 
visit and from descriptions (Figure 19). In a May 6, 1865, issue of Harper's Weekly, 
a wood engraving of the room by Alfred Waud appears [Figure 20). This image 
is particularly helpful in determining how the roorn looked because it was based 
upon a sketch that Waud completed from viewing the room after the death 
rather than based upon a description given him by those present (see Figure 43 
in Part 1 C). These images serve to memorialize the visual appearance of the 
modest surroundings of Lincoln's death place, but also provide modern-day 
scholars with important evidence to assist in interpretation and restoration. 

15 Gary Scott, "A Photograph and Artist's Renderings: Keys to the Restoration of a 
National Landmark," Nineteenth Century Vol. 6, no. 3(Autumn 1980): 58. 

16 Louisa Petersen, Diary Entry, Easter Sunday 1865, quoted in Craig, 19. 

17 Letter from William Clark to his sister Ida, I 9 April I 865, quoted in Craig, np. 

18 1bid. 

HISTORIC STRUCTURE REPORT 
Historical Background PART 1 A: Page 11 



Petersen House- House Where Lincoln Died Ford's Theatre National Historic Site 

Figure 9 April 15, 1865, photograph of the death bed by Julius U/ke 
(NPS-NCR Collection- FTNHS). 

Congress started the efforts to memorialize the house in 1880 when 
Congressman H. D. Sayers of Texas proposed the purchase of the Petersen 
House and two neighboring buildings. In 1883, a marble plaque (no longer 
extant) was placed on its east facade between the first and second floors. In 
1923, a new bronze plaque was placed at eye level between the basement 
and first floors so that visitors, who often complained of the height of the earlier 
marble plaque, could more easily read the new plaque's memorial inscription 
(Figure 1 0). Installed by the Washington Citizens Committee and still in place 
today, the plaque reads: 
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ABRAHAM LINCOLN 
DIED IN THIS HOUSE 

APRIL 15, 1865 AT 7:22A.M. 
PURCHASED BY 

THE UNITED STATES 
IN 1896 
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Figure 10 Circa 1925 photograph of east elevation during Oldroyd Museum period. The bronze 
plaque is present between the basement and first floor (NPS-NCR Collection- FTNHS). 

The purchase of the Petersen House by the U.S. government on June 29, 1896, at 
a cost of $30,000, shows the wide support for commemorating the house. The 
appropriation, dated June 11, 1896, included an additional $1,000 for repairs.19 

Run by the Army Corps of Engineers, the Petersen House became the "first 
historic house obtained by the Federal government for museum purposes."2o It 
was from the Schade family, owners of the house since 1878, that the 
government bought the house. The Petersen heirs had sold the house to Louis 
and Anne Schade for $4,500 some years after the death of both parents.21 

19 National Capital Planning Commission, Downtown Urban Renewal Area Landmarks 
(Washington, D.C.: NCPC and District of Columbia Redevelopment Land Agency, 1970), 16. 

20 Scott, 58. 

21 National Capital Planning Commission, 15. 
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William Petersen died from an overdose of Laudanum on June 18, 1871, and 
Anna Petersen died on October 18, 1871. Neither of the Petersens had drafted 
a will. The furniture from the house was sold by auction at the end of October 
1871. 

Louis Schade was the editor of the Washington Sentinel, and he subsequently 
moved the office of his newspaper into the front room of the basement (where 
it is believed Petersen may have had his tailor shop). In 1893, the Schades 
moved out of the house on Tenth Street, supposedly discontent with the number 
of visitors desiring to see the death room.22 The house was subsequently leased 
by the Memorial Association of the District of Columbia, a group formed by 
Congress on March 18, 1892. At some point between 1892 and 1896, the 
Memorial Association allowed 0. H. Oldroyd, a collector of Lincoln memorabilia, 
to occupy the Petersen House rent-free. The exact start of Oldroyd's 
occupancy is unknown. Files held by the National Park Service state that 
Oldroyd moved into the house as early as 1893, but no documentary proof 
supports this date. The first written reference to Oldroyd's unique arrangement 
was made in June of 1898 by General John M. Wilson, Chief of Engineers who 
wrote that Oldroyd "is occupying [the house] free of rent and acting as 
temporary custodian without pay."23 Congress purchased Oldroyd's Lincoln 
Memorial Collection for $50,000 on May 30, 1926.24 Oldroyd ran a small museum 
in the house where he displayed his collection of Lincoln memorabilia. 
Oldroyd's collection was deemed to be "of little practical value" by the 
Smithsonian;25 as a result, it was moved from the house to the Ford's Theatre in 
1932. 

From 1898 to 1917, the house had been under the jurisdiction of the War 
Department, with Colonel Theodore A. Bingham of the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers as the Officer in Charge. During this period, in 1905, measurements 
were taken of the house for measured drawings; in essence, this action showed 
that the government wanted to preserve the building's architectural form for its 
associations with Lincoln's death. This governmental interest in honoring Lincoln 

22 George, J. Olszewski, House Where Lincoln Died: Furnishing Study (Washington, D.C.: 
Division of History, Office of Archeology & Historic Preservation, National Park Service, 
Department of Interior, April 15, 1967), 30. 

23 Sara B. Chase, "A Brief Study of Historic Exterior Paint on Windows," Design 
Development Report: Ford's Theatre and Petersen House (Alexandria, VA: John Milner 
Associates, Inc., 6 August 2001 ), 4. 

24 National Capital Planning Commission, 16. 

25 Scott, 59. 
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was further extended by plans for the purchase of adjacent properties in order 
to create an urban park around the Petersen House. The house was under the 
auspices of the Director of Public Buildings and Public Parks of the National 
Capital from 1917 to 1933. In 1933, jurisdiction over the Petersen House was 
transferred to the National Park Service. In 1966, the District of Columbia's 
Downtown Progress Association funded the District Department of Highway's 
repaving of the sidewalk in front of the house in a brick herringbone pattern. 
The ultimate goal of the Downtown Progress Association was to close off Tenth 
Street to vehicular traffic and to create "Lincoln Center." These projects never 
came into fruition, but as concepts they show the government and public 
commitment to honor Lincoln. Within this time of federal historical awareness 
and public interest, the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665) created the National Register of Historic Places on October 15, 1966 as a 
means to further federal recognition and protection of historic properties with 
local, state and national significance. The federally held historic building known 
as the House Where Lincoln Died was immediately listed in the Register, but 
heightened recognition was gained by the property with the joining of Petersen 
House with Ford's Theatre to form the Ford's Theatre National Historic Site, also in 
1966. 

Additions and Renovations to the House 

In 1871-72, during the Petersen heirs' ownership of the house, historian Olszewski 
states that a bathroom was added to the second floor in the northernmost bay. 
Olszewski based the 1871-72 date of the construction of the bathroom to 
vouchers paid for work.26 One of the vouchers is dated November 17, 1871, and 
lists plumbing work for $150 carried out by Tim 0. Noonan; this voucher most 
likely represents the bathroom added to the second floor.27 This bathroom was 
removed in 19 59, and a replacement window was installed in the location of the 
original opening. 

Physical evidence of a visible seam on the exterior of the addition and a thick 
masonry wall on the interior reveal that the twO-bay-wide west portion of the ell 
addition was not constructed at the same time as the 1863 rear ell (Figure 11). 
This addition has two possible dates. It may date from 1871-72 when the 
property's tax assessments increased in value from $2,965 to $6,965.28 The 
significant increase in value from 1871 to 1872 is puzzling since the only existing 

26 Olszewski, 54. 

27 Ibid, 67. 

281bid, 96. 
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records (found in Olszewski's text) for that period are for the construction of the 
bathroom addition. The addition may date to a December 5. 1878. permit filed 
by Schade immediately following his purchase of the house. The permit requests 
permission to "build a two-story brick back building with tin roof" at a cost of 
$250.29 Due to this conflicting evidence, the west portion of the rear ell is dated 
to the 1870s rather than a specific year. The first Sanborn Map (dated 1888) of 
the city block (Square 347)containing the house indicates that a one-story, most 
likely frame structure with a shingle roof occupied the location of the 1899-1900 
masonry addition built by the government (See Figure 32 in Part 1 B). 

To South- adjoining Lincoln Building constructed 1923 

To North - real ell reconstructed in 1863 after fire 
and rear ell extension added during 1870s 

~ .. ~ ... II 

To West-1899-1900 addition 

Figure I I 1958 photograph of the rear ell, from left to right: 1899-1900 addition, 
1870s addition, and 1863 addition {NPS-NCR Collection- FTNHS). 

29 Permit # 1640. 1878, on file at NA RA. 

HISTORIC STRUCTURE REPORT 
PART 1A: Page 16 Historical Background 



Petersen House- House Where Lincoln Died Ford's Theatre National Historic Site 

When Schade sold the house to the government in October of 1896, the deed 
stated that use of a narrow passageway on the north side of the house (within 
the Petersen lot} was granted in perpetuity to the U.S. government. The 
easement was originally an alleyway. The alley had long been associated with 
the Petersen House rather than the 1873 building to the north, even though a 
portion of that building was constructed above the alley. 

On March 3, 1899, Congress appropriated $3,833.50for the repair of the house, 
and the work was completed by June 30, 1900. The house was "thoroughly 
overhauled and put in good repair, repapered, repainted, furnished with steam 
heat, a waterproof course inserted in the walls of the main building."3° During 
this work, a brick addition was constructed at the rear of the ell addition and 
stretching back to the west garden wall (Figure 11 ). The two-story addition, 
according to a July 8, 1899, plan was to house a fuel shed and storeroom on the 
ground floor and a library on the second floor.31 This addition was removed 
during the 1959 restoration of the house. 

In 1932, a group of five patriotic ladies' societies, under the leadership of Lt. Col. 
U.S. Grant, 3rct, attempted to restore the interior of the house to its appearance 
on the day of Lincoln's death. It was during this restoration effort that the first 
reproduction of "original" wallpaper was made. As part of the restoration, the 
Department of Public Buildings and Public Parks of the National Capital 
replaced the rear wall of the death room [which had been removed during the 
Oldroyd Museum period}. The rear wall door was placed flush with the exterior 
wall, but the May 6, 1865, sketch by Waud from Harper's Weekly shows that the 
door actually was located "several inches away from the exterior wall instead of 
flush with it, and the door should have opened into the room instead of out of 
it."32 The placement of the rear wall door was corrected during the 1979-80 NPS 
restoration of the house. 

The first major renovation of the Petersen House, however, commenced in 1959 
under the Mission 66 program of the National Park Service under Contract No. 
14-10-028-1607 (Figure 12). Mission 66 was a ten-year initiative of the National 
Park Service- starting in 1955- to upgrade facilities, to improve resource 
management, and to construct visitors' centers in all the national parks in time 
for the 50th anniversary. 

30 NPS-NCR Collection- Ford's Theatre National Historic Site, Annual Work Report 
submitted by War Department: Army Corps of Engineers. 

3l Olszewski incorrectly dates this addition to 1871-72. 

32 Scott, 60. 
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Figure 12 February 1959 photograph of the east elevation during the restoration. 
The stoop and shutters have been removed, and the brickfront is undergoing sandblasting 

(NPS-NCR Collection- FTNHS). 
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of the NPS in 1966. Ford's Theatre was also restored under the Mission 66 
program for the Civil War Centennial celebration, so it is apparent that the 
project funded work at places of national historic interest in addition to 
traditional National Parks. A great deal of the restoration work at the Petersen 
House was on the exterior of the house. Paint was removed from the building by 
sandblasting the brick front, waterproofed, and repainted (Figure 12). 
(Previously the building had been maintained by painting the front with red 
paint and penciling in mortar joints with white paint; the earliest reference to this 
method is June 1905.) The brownstone stoop was replaced due to extensive 
deterioration, as were the shutters, basement door, and easement passageway 
door (Figure 13). The windows and doorway on the east elevation were 
painted white with green shutters, and were criticized as "giving the house a 
phony Federallook."33 

Note that the Basement 
door dates to 191 6 
according to building 
maintenance records 
and the cast-iron foot 
scraper is missing from 
the granite base. 

Figure 13 1953 Abbie Rowe photograph of deteriorating brownstone stoop prior to rehabilitation 
effort. The metal railing was salvaged, repaired and reinstalled after reconstruction of stoop. 

The 1871-72 bathroom and 1899-1900 rear addition were both removed (Figures 
14 & 15}. The rear porch was rebuilt and stairs were constructed to aid in the 
flow of visitors to the basement exit. Many interior spaces, especially in the 
basement and third floor, were replastered. Repairs were made to floorboards, 
stairs and windows. On July 4, 1959, Secretary of the Interior, Fred A. Seaton, 
reopened the newly restored Petersen House to the public at an official 
ceremony (Figures 16, 17 & 18). 

33fbid, 59. 
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1872 bathroom addition 

1870s rear ell extension 

1908 rear porch enclosure 
Note that there are no stairs 
connecting the First Floor and 
Basement Floor levels at this 
time. 

1863 reconstructed rear ell 

Ford's Theatre National Historic Site 

:: l f 
~~ 
-

Figure 14 1958 Abbie Rowe photograph of 1908 porch enclosure and bathroom addition prior to 
their demolition, and rear ell in left foreground (NPS-NCR Collection- FTNHS). 

Figure 15 1958 photograph of west elevation during demolition of 1899-1900 addition 
and 1908 porch (NPS-NCR Collection- FTNHS). 
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Figure 16 December 3, 1959, photograph of the primary (east) elevation after the rehabilitation 
(NPS-NCR Collection- FTNHS). 
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Figure 17 1968 Historic Am eric on Buildings Survey(HABS} photograph of the First Floor parlors after 
the J 959 rehabilitation (Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs Division}. 

Figure 18 1968 Historic American Buildings Survey{HABS) photograph of the Death Room after 
the 1959 rehabilitation (Library of Congress, Prints ond Photographs Division). 
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In 1978, the need for substantial repairs to the death room interior was caused 
by water seepage through the roof above, damaging the plaster and 
wallpaper of the north wall and ceiling. In comparison with the 1959 work, there 
was a greater desire to make the restoration more accurate (to the boarding 
house's 1865 appearance}. From 1978-80, the house museum was again closed 
to the public and restored by the National Park Service, under the direction of 
historian Gary Scott (NPS-NCR), who took special interest in the property and the 
project. The goal of depicting the actual appearance of the house during the 
finite time that Lincoln lay mortally wounded in the rear bedroom, required 
information gained through both scientific and historic research not yet 
undertaken. For the exterior, paint analysis was carried out on the window trim 
and doors; the results concluded that there were many layers of Victorian green 
under the top layers of white paint. The third layer of green was chosen as the 
approximate 1865 color. An 1880s photograph indicated that the door had 
originally been stained and that the shutters were the same color as the trim, so 
these corrections were made. 

For the interior finishes and furnishings, the study of drawings and photographs 
produced during and immediately after the tragic event by photographers and 
illustrators supplemented the analysis of material evidence, which was minimal. 
"The Lincoln deathbed scene was a favorite of Victorian illustrators, but most 
were fanciful with too many dignitaries crowded around the bed."34 However, 
illustrators Albert Berghaus and Alfred Waud, both visited the house and made 
sketches of the death room immediately after the assassination and Lincoln's 
death. "Appearing with this [Berghaus's] wood engraving (Figure 18) was an 
affidavit signed by most of the boarders of the Petersen house, attesting to its 
authenticity. One of Waud's published works, detailed the furnishing of the 
death room, the wallpaper, the carpets, and figures huddled around the bed of 
the dying President (Figure 19). These two engravings complemented a yet 
unpublished sketch of the rear wall by Waud, now in the Library of Congress, 
(see Figure 43 in Part IC), and all were used in the restoration."35 (NPS staff 
reports that the sketch was later published as Plate 120 in American Interiors, 
"From Colonial Times to the late Victorians" by Harold L. Peterson, New York: 
Charles Scribners & Sons, 1971.) 

First, the roof drainage problems were addressed by adding a new gutter and 
extended wall-mounted downspout to direct water from the roof of the tall 
main block of the adjacent building towards the rear alley, away from the flat 
roof that abuts the north wall of the Petersen House rear ell. This was a 

34 ibid, 60. 

35Jbid, 60. 
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Figure 19 Wood engraving of Albert Berghaus's drawing of the room where Lincoln died, which 
appeared in Frank Leslie's Illustrated Newspaper, April29, 1865. 

(Note that this image appeared in the Nineteenth Century magazine (Autumn 1980 edition) 
article entitled "Photograph and Artist's Renderings: Keys to the Restoration of a National 

Landmark," but was incorrectly labeled as the Waud engraving pictured below.) 

Figure 20 Wood engraving of Alfred Waud's drawing of the room where Lincoln died, which 
appeared in Harper's Weekly, May 6, 1865. 

(Note that this image appeared in the Nineteenth Century magazine (Autumn 1980 edition) 
article entitled "Photograph and Artist's Renderings: Keys to the Restoration of a National 

Landmark," but was incorrectly labeled as the Berghaus engraving pictured above.) 
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cooperative effort between the National Park Service and the ownership of the 
other building in that all of the improvements fell on private property. 

On the interior, the 1932 inaccurate replacement of the rear wall door of the 
death room was altered to appear as represented in the Waud sketch. The 
door was correctly placed 18 inches from the exterior wall, and an 1849 door 
from the third floor replaced the reproduction door from 1932.36 Then, interior 
finishes were replicated and period lighting obtained based upon the published 
illustrations and the previously mentioned Ulke photograph and Waud sketch. 
This collective evidence was pieced together for the death room, with 
matching wallpaper reproduced by Scalamandre and an S-shaped gaslight 
bracket fabricated to match the Waud sketch. Besides the death room, the 
balance of the historic interior is based on conjecture. Wallpaper and carpet 
patterns, authentic to the period, were selected for the hall and front and rear 
parlors due to lack of physical or documentary evidence. A set of 1850 gasoliers 
for the parlors and a period pear-shaped single hanging fixture for the hallway, 
were found to replace the circa 1890 fixtures that hung in the house previously. 
Period antiques resembling the originals were used instead of reproductions, 
and personal toilet articles were collected by the Park Service Furnishings Office 
at Harpers Ferry to match those seen in the Waud and Berghaus drawings of the 
death roomY 

Today, the main house remains essentially unchanged since this final restoration 
effort, with one exception. In June 1994, a fire broke out in the Lincoln Building, 
an office building south of the Petersen House. To ventilate the burning building, 
fire fighters broke windows in the upper floors. The glass broke into heavy shards 
and punctured the metal roof on the Petersen House below, causing significant 
damage. An inspection from the attic followed, revealing puncture holes 
between wood deck boards. With leaks occurring in numerous locations during 
periods of rain, it was essential that the roof be replaced in its entirety. The 
replacement roof was designed using a modern metal roof system to match the 
visual qualities of the damaged 1914 painted tin batten roof, and was replaced 
in 1995. The garden was left in bad condition for several years after the fire until 
it was improved circa 1998 to its current state, according to NPS sources. 

The following series of photographs represent the state of the property during and after the 1978-
1980 restoration (Figures 2 I through 31]. All photographs are from collections at National Park 
Service-National Capital Region Headquarters, held in property specific files. 

36 1bid, 60. 

37 Ibid, 61. 
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Figure 21 Streetscope, c. 1980, after 
restoration. 

Figure 23 Front Hail during restoration before 
Installation of wallpaper and carpeting. 

Ford's Theatre National Historic Site 

Figure 22 Front Facade after restoring the 
historic point color scheme to shutters/door. 

Figure 24 Front Hall during restoration. 

HISTORIC STRUCTURE REPORT 
PART 1 A: Page 26 Historical Background 



Petersen House - House Where Lincoln Died 

Figure 25 Front Parlour during work. 

Figure 27 Detail view of Period Wallpaper 
by Scalamandre (of conjectural pattern). 

Figure 28 National Park Service Furnishings 
Office at Harpers Ferry collected furnishings 
and personal items similar to those seen in the 
Waud and Berghaus drawings of the 
death room, such as those displayed here 
in the Front Parlour. 38 

38 lbid, 61. 

Ford's Theatre National Historic Site 

Figure 26 Detail of marble Mantle. 
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Figure 29 Restored wallpaper in death room was recreated by Scalamandre 
from written historic accounts, the Ulke photograph and the Berghaus and 

Waud engravings. The guard rail is shown prior to installation of glass screen. 

Figure 30 View of garden from rear porch 
upon exiting the death room door. 

Figure 31 Front Entrance with museum sign. 
Visitors currently retrace steps 

through first Floor and exit main doorway. 
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Timeline: Summary of Chronology - Development and Use 
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1849 
1858 
1863 

1865 

1871 
1872 

1878 
1870s 
1883 
1893 

1896 
1899 
1900 

1905-6 
1908 
1914 

1922 
1923 

1932 
1932 
1932 

1933 
1937 
1945 
1953 
1957 

1958-9 

1959 
1963 
1966 
1977 
1976 
1978 

1978-80 
1980 
1985 
1986 
1994 
1995 

2UU1Uimirlfl 2000-03 

Construction of 3 1 /2 story Main House Block by Wm. Petersen 
Construction of Rear Addition - Ell ( 1) 
Fire in Rear Ell and Reconstruction of Ell by Wm. Petersen 

President Lincoln's Death in Rear Bedroom, April 14-15, 1865 

Death of Petersens-Sale and Removal of items from House 
Bathroom addition over Death Room by Petersen heirs (D'59) 

Louis and Anne Schade purchase House for $4,500 
Construction of 2 story rear addition to Ell (2) with plumbing 
First memorialization of House with marble plaque 
Schades leave House/Leased by Memorial Association of DC 

US Government purchases House as first "House Museum" 
Major repairs and modernization to House undertaken 
Addition of 2 story Rear Wing-Coal Shed and Store Room (D'59) 
Measured Drawings/lnt. and Exter. Cosmetic Improvements 
Enclosure of First Fir. Level Back Porch-wood/glass partition 
Original slate roof on Main House replaced with tin roofing 

New steam boiler installed 
New bronze memorial plaque placed on front fac;:ade 

Olydroyd Collection removed to Lincoln Museum (Ford's Th.) 
Measured Drawings show existing conditions-Floor Plans only 
First effort to restore House to appearance at Lincoln's death 

House transferred to Dept. of Interior-National Park Service 
Fire Detection/ Alarm System installed (also 1949, 51 and 1978) 
Furnace converted from coal to fuel burning 
New Heating System-Gas boiler/baseboard radiators added 
Measured Drawings show existing conditions before Rehabil. 
Major Rehabilitation of House to "period"-Ciosed to public 
(Fa<;ade and brownstone steps restored/new Porch Enclosure) 
Garden Development Plan by August Hanson implemented 
Historic Furnishings Study written by Olzsewski 
Petersen House listed on the National Register of Historic Places 
Recordation by Historic American Building Survey (HABS) 
Furnishings Plan by Vera Craig-NPS Historian/approved '79 
Paint Analysis-Interior Finishes/Motion Detection System installed 
Restoration of House for historic accuracy-based on evidence 
Roof Drainage from 518 Tenth St. onto Rear Ell corrected 
Termite Infestation of Floor in Old Kitchen of Rear Ell found 
Archeology performed under Kitchen-Floor/Supports Rebuilt 
Reconstruction of Rear Garden Masonry Wall and Wood Gate 
Replacement of damaged metal Roof/Garden refurbished 
Condition assessment of House-mech/elec/safety upgrades 

Construction related Events Historic Events 
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REAR 
ALLEY 

REAR 
ALLEY 

2 STORY 
REAR ELL{l)-DAMAGED BY FIRE I 1858/REBUILT 1863 I 

ADJOINING PROPERTY TO NORTH - 3 STORY ROW HOUSE, DATE UNKNOWN 

OCCUPATION OF YARD BY VARIOUS 
STRUCTURES UNKNOWN 

ADJOINING PROPERTY TO SOUTH - C.1849 3 1/2 STORY ROW HOUSE 

YARD J STOJ 1849 - 3 1/2 STORY 

PORCH MAIN HOUSE BLOCK 

1865 BUILDING PLAN AT LINCOLN'S DEATH (FROM OLDROYD) 
PETERSEN OWNERSHIP: 1849-1878 

REAR ELL(2) 2 STORY REAR ELL( 1) TO NORTH -
REBUILT 1863 J ADJOINING ROW HOUSE DEMOLISHED 

AND NEW 4 STORY MIXED USE 
.---- BUILDING CONSTRUCTED IN 1873 

1 1870s 1 

BATHROOM ADDmON ABOVE ELL ROOF I 1872 I 
I I 

ADJOINING PROPERTY TO SOUTH - C. 1849 3 1/2 STORY ROW HOUSE 

11 STORY SHEDI- YARD J STOJ 1849 - 3 1/2 STORY 

USE UNKNOWN PORCH MAIN HOUSE BLOCK 

1888 BUILDING PLAN (FROM SANBORN MAP) 
SCHADE OWNERSHIP: 1878-1896 
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CONST. 1899-1900 DEM. 1959 ~~ 
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BRICK FENCE AT ALLEY 
ADAPTED 1959 FROM 

SALVAGED BLDG. WALL 

REAR 
ALLEY 

BUILDING SECTION (EXTANT) 

ROOM WHERE 
LINCOLN DIED 

1865 FIRST FLR. 

BASEMENT 

FORMER AL~AY -
EXISTING EXISTING PERPETUAL EASEMENT GRANTED 
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I I I I 
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DEM. 1959 

ADJOINING PROPERTY TO NORTH - C.1873 MIXED USE BUILDING 

TO SOUTH - ADJOINING C.1849 3 1/2 STORY ROW HOUSE DEMOLISHED AND 
NEW COMMERCIAL 6 STORY BUILDING CONSTRUCTED IN 1923 (LINCOLN BLDG.) 
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B. Chronology of Development and Use 

WriHen Construction Chronology 

The following time line presents the construction chronology of the Petersen 
House from 1849 to 1998. Entries relating directly to the construction and 
alteration of the house appear in bold type. While not the focus of this project, 
information about other site elements found in the process of researching the 
house is included here as well. 

February 5, 1849 

1849 

1850 

1858 

1863 

PART 1 B: Page 4 

William Petersen, a German immigrant, purchases the 
south half of Lot 14 in Square 347 from Abner H. and 
Mary Ann Young for $850 (Liber J.A.S. 2 1849-
Deed book, quoted in Virta, 12). 

Tax records on file at the National Archives show that 
Petersen had a three-story brick house constructed on 
his lot "indicating that Petersen built the main block of 
the house that same year" (NARA RG 351 Entry 47, 
quoted in Virta, 12). The house was the first to be built 
on the south half of Lot 14 (Virta, 1 0). 

When the house was constructed and the family 
moved in, the Petersens began to take in boarders, 
including some Congressmen, as revealed in various 
City Directories (Virta, 12). In addition, it is Olszewski 
reported that Petersen operated his tailor business out 
of the front room in the basement [although no record 
has proved that he did] (Oizsewski, 7). 

By 1858, the Petersens added two more children to 
their family, which raised the total of children to six. 
Excavations reveal that an addition was constructed at 
the rear of the house in 1858 [no further detail 
available]. It is believed that its construction might 
have been an attempt to alleviate the crowding in the 
house from the large family and boarders (Virta, 12). 

A fire, possibly started in what has been identified as 
the basement kitchen of the addition, damaged the 
rear ell. It was "customary at this time to have the 
kitchen located in an addition at the rear of the main 

HISTORIC STRUCTURE REPORT 
Chronology of Development and Use 



Petersen House- House Where Lincoln Died Ford's Theatre National Historic Site 

April 14, 1865 

April 15, 1865 

June 18, 1871 

block of the house," and the kitchen would have been 
a likely place for a fire to start. Tax Assessments 
indicate that the addition was promptly rebuilt in the 
same configuration since the ell was re-assessed at the 
same value as before the fire. Further, it is clear that the 
foundation walls of all but the east wall of the room 
were rebuilt. Archeological excavations show that 
small changes were made in the rebuilding of the ell, 
such as the inclusion of a wood floor instead of brick 
laid in a herringbone pattern, which would have raised 
the floor level by over one foot removing the original 
step down into the kitchen. In addition, the kitchen was 
separated from the house by a paved corridor. 
Analysis from the excavation also shows that some of 
the bricks were removed from the debris of the burned 
ell and reused in the construction of the foundation 
walls of the new addition (Virta, 21-22). 

At around ten o'clock on the evening of April 14th, a 
wounded President Lincoln was taken into the 
boarding house owned by Petersen to receive 
treatment. He was placed diagonally on a bed in a 
small bedroom in the rear of the house. 

At 7:22a.m, Lincoln was declared dead. 

[Shortly after Lincoln's death, a photograph of the bed 
was taken by Julius Ulke, a boarder in the Petersen 
House and a professional photographer. Frank Leslie's 
Illustrated Newspaper included a drawing of the room 
by Albert Berghaus. In a May 6, 1865 issue of Harper's 
Weekly, a wood engraving of the room appears by 
Alfred Waud. This image is particularly helpful in 
reconstructing how the room looked because it was 
based upon a sketch that Waud completed from 
viewing the room after the death rather than based 
upon a description given him by those present.] 

William Petersen died from an overdose of Laudanum. 
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President Lincoln's Box at 
Ford's Theatre following the 
assassination -April 1865 

Ford's Theatre National Historic Site 

Figures 32 and 33 Ford's Theatre in the aftermath of President Lincoln's assassination. 
The theatre has guards posted at the entrance and crepe draped from the windows, 

April 1865. (Library of Congress- Collection of Civil War photographs) 

Figure 34 President Lincoln's funeral procession on Pennsylvania Avenue, 
April 19, 1865. (Library of Congress- Collection of Civil War photographs) 

All photographs this page from Civil War photographs, 1861-1865, compiled by 
Milhollen and Mugridge, Library of Congress, 1977. 
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October 18, 1871 

1873 

1871-72 

November 25, 1878 

December 5, 1878 

Anna Petersen died. Neither of the Petersens had 
drafted a will. The furniture from the house was sold by 
auction at the end of October of 1871. William H. Boyd 
purchased the bureau, gas jet, rocking chair, an 
engraving, and the bed from the bedroom where 
Lincoln died. A porch at the rear of the building is 
mentioned for the first time although it appears in the 
Olszewski adaptation of the Oldroyd sketch depicting 
the house plan at Lincoln's death (Figure 42, Part 1C). 

Row house to the north of Petersen House was built. 

During the ownership of the Petersen heirs, a bathroom 
was added to the second floor in 1871-72. Olszewski 
based the 1871-72 date of the construction of the rear 
addition from vouchers paid for work (Olszewski, 54). 
One of the vouchers is dated November 17, 1871 and 
lists plumbing work for $150 carried out by Tim 0. 
Noonan; this voucher most likely represents the 
bathroom added to the second floor (Olszewski, 67). 

The Petersen heirs sold the house to Louis and Anne 
Schade for $4,500 (Olszewski, 29). 

Shortly after the Schades moved into the house Louis 
Schade, as the editor of the Washington Sentinel, 
moved the office of the newspaper into the front room 
of the basement (Olszewski, 30; Downtown Urban 
Renewal Area Landmarks, 15). 

A permit was filed by Louis Schade to "build a two-story 
brick back building with tin roof" at a cost of $250 
(Permit # 1640, 1878, on file at NARA}. Based on survey 
findings the rear portion of the rear ell was constructed 
independently at a later date than the Death Room 
portion of the addition. The Building Permit description 
appears to match the two-story, two-bay-wide west 
portion of the rear ell. Since tax assessments indicate 
a substantial increase in value from 1871-72, it is 
possible that the addition was built then. Therefore, the 
rear portion of the ell addition is given a date of 1870s. 
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figure 35 Vicinity of Petersen House located in Square 347 from c.1872 Mop below 

Figure 36 Johnson's Georgetown and the city of Washington: the capital of the United 
States of America by Johnson and Word (from Johnson's Atlas of the World, Johnson & 

Ward, New York, 1862- Library of Congress Maps Collection) 
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1873 Building 

.._-::::-n~1----- House Where 
Lincoln Died 

Row house 
Demolished 1923 

Figure 37 Detail of Square 347- c. 7 880 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map of Washington, D.C. 
by Sanborn Map Company (this detail is taken from first known map of this location}. 

I 
I 

i = metal cornice 

o = slate or tin roof 
x = shingle roof 

Key to Map Symbols 

= stable or 
carriage house 
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1880 

Circa 1883 

1889 

1893 

June 29, 1896 

October 7, 1896 
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Congress showed interest in turning the Petersen House 
into a national memorial, when Texas Congressman J. 
D. Sayers "introduced a bill to authorize the acquisition 
of the Petersen House and two adjoining row houses, 
but the bill was not passed" (Downtown Urban Renewal 
Area Landmarks, 15). 

A plaque was erected for the first time on the Tenth 
Street facade of the Petersen House between the 
second and third floors. Carved out of marble, the 
memorial plaque was installed by the Washington 
Memorial Association (McClure, 7 6; Olszewski, 63). 
[It has since been removed and replaced.] 

Andrew Boyd, the son of William Boyd, inherited the 
furniture, purchased by his father from the Petersen 
House, and sold the items to Charles F. Gunther of 
Illinois. Gunther intended to donate the collection to 
the Chicago Historical Society, yet he did not do this 
immediately (Craig, 32). 

The Schades moved out of the house on Tenth Street, 
supposedly discontent with the number of visitors 
desiring to see the death room (Olszewski, 30). The 
house was subsequently leased by the Memorial 
Association of the District of Columbia, a group formed 
by Congress on March 18, 1892. 

The U.S. government purchased the house from the 
Schades for $30,000. The appropriation, dated June 11, 
1896, included an additional $1,000 for repairs 
(Downtown Urban Renewal Area Landmarks, 16). (No 
further information is available on what repairs were 
completed.) Run by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
the Petersen House became the "first historic house 
obtained by the Federal government for museum 
purposes" (Scott, 58). 

The use of the passageway, located at the north edge 
of the Petersen House lot was granted by the Schade 
deed to the U.S. Government in perpetuity, as follows: 

"Subject to the perpetual right in the owner of the 
adjoining North part of said lot [14), to build over the 
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June 1898 

October 9, 1899 

North 3 Y2 feet by depth of thirty-six feet, of the said 
south twenty-five feet of said lot, from and above a 
point ten and one-half feet above the level of the 
pavement; and for that purpose, to use without charge, 
the north wall of the building (Petersen House] on said 
south part of said lot,- the part so built over to remain 
forever for the exclusive use of the owner of the said 
south part of said lot, as an alley way, as provided for in 
deed- Liber J.A.S. 80, folio 267" (cited in Olszewski, 63}. 

(This easement has proved beneficial to the NPS since it 
has allowed them to place the electrical supply system 
for the house away from the interior spaces.] 

Olszewski states that the Memorial Association of the 
District of Columbia allowed 0. H. Oldroyd, a collector 
of Lincoln memorabilia, to occupy the Petersen House 
rent-free, but the exact start of his occupancy is 
unknown. Some sources state that Oldroyd moved into 
the house as early as 1893, but there is no documentary 
proof provided to back this up (NPS-NCR (FTNHS) 
Collection- Annual Report (NPS); Chase, 4}. The first 
reference to Oldroyd's unique arrangement was made 
in June of 1898 by General John M. Wilson, Chief of 
Engineers (NPS-NCR (FTNHS) Collection- Annual Report 
(Army Corps of Engineers)), who wrote that Oldroyd "is 
occupying [the house] free of rent and acting as 
temporary custodian without pay" (Chase, 4). 

The house was put under the jurisdiction of the War 
Department [under whose auspices the house would 
remain from 1898 until 191 7], with Colonel Theodore A. 
Bingham, of the Army Co"rps of Engineers, as the Officer 
in Charge (Chase, 4). 

On October 9, 1899, by the authority of the Secretary of 
War, 0. H. Oldroyd was "allowed to occupy this 
building with his family as custodian, without pay, and 
to exhibit his Lincoln Museum and to charge a small 
entrance fee ... " (NPS-NCR (FTNHS) Collection- Annual 
Report (Army Corps of Engineers}). 

Oldroyd displayed his famed collection, the Oldroyd 
Lincoln Memorial Collection on the first floor. 
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1899-1900 

1903 

June 1905 

October 1, 1905 

1906 
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On March 3, 1899, Congress appropriated $3,833.50 for 
the repair of the house, and the work was completed 
by June 30, 1900. The repairs were described as 
follows: "thoroughly overhauled and put in good repair, 
repapered, repainted, furnished with steam heat, a 
waterproof course inserted in the walls of the main 
building, brick addition built in rear which furnishes a 
fuel shed on the ground floor [Army Corp. of Engineers 
drawing for "Coal Shed and Store Room to be Built, July 
8, 1899" which implies that the 1871-72 date that 
Olszewski gives the addition is incorrect], and an 
additional room on the second story, new plumbing 
installed, and gas pipes and fixtures overhauled and 
put in good order" (NPS-NCR (FTNHS) Collection­
Annual Report (Army Corps of Engineers)). 

The front door was varnished and the frame was 
painted (NPS-NCR (FTNHS) Collection- Annual Report 
(Army Corps of Engineers)). 

Repairs to plumbing. Window enlarged on rear alley. A 
report written by Colonel Charles S. Bromwell of the 
Army Corps of Engineers stated that "the brick front of 
the building was painted with three coats of red paint 
and penciled white, and the window sills, doors, and 
door frames, window frames, sashes, and blinds 
painted with two coats of paint" (NPS-NCR (FTNHS) 
Collection- Annual Report {Army Corps of Engineers)). 

First measured drawings of house were completed. The 
first floor plan shows no rear (west) wall in place in the 
Death Room. [The rear wall was removed by Oldroyd 
to make way for display cases between 1896 and 1905 
{Scott, 60).] There is also evidence of a yard shed at 
the west end of what is now the easement 
passageway. One sketch even shows plans for the 
purchase of adjacent properties in order to create an 
urban park around the Petersen House. 

Various repairs were made: "The floor in the kitchen 
was taken up, the new floor laid and the plaster in the 
room repaired and pointed up. The ceilings of three 
rooms on the first floor and of the halls on three floors 
were scraped, sized, pointed up, and papered, and the 
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1907 

1908 

1911 

1912 

1914 

1915 

walls and ceilings of three rooms on the third floor, two 
rooms on the second floor, and the bathroom were 
scraped, pointed up, sized, and papered. All of the 
interior woodwork, except that in the kitchen, the walls 
in rear, the porches and roof were painted. The 
plumbing and heating pipes were inspected and such 
repairs made as were necessary. The door frames and 
some of the washboards were painted, grained, and 
varnished ..•. " Three electric bells installed (NPS-NCR 
(FTNHS)Collection- Annual Report (Army Corps of 
Engineers)). 

Repairs were made to the heating apparatus and to the 
plumbing -a heated coil was removed from one of the 
bedrooms. A partition on the first floor of the rear 
building was moved out 2 Y2 feet, and minor repairs 
were made to woodwork (NPS-NCR (FTNHS) Collection­
Annual Report (Army Corps of Engineers)). 

"The back porch on the first floor was inclosed [sic] with 
a wood and glass partition which was painted, and 
minor repairs were made to doors, windows, blinds .... " 
Repairs to steam-heating pipes (NPS-NCR (FTNHS) 
Collection- Annual Report [Army Corps of Engineers)). 

"The front. back, and roof of the house were painted. 
The old iron covering was removed from the roof of the 
rear porch ... and a new tin cover put on." Plumbing 
fixtures and electric bell repaired [NPS-NCR [FTNHS) 
Collection- Annual Report (Army Corps of Engineers)). 

"The rear brick walls, the doors, door frames, windows, 
window frames, and shutters were painted with two 
coats of paint. ... " [NPS-NCR (FTNHS) Collection­
Annual Report [Army Corps of Engineers)). 

The "old slate roof" on the main portion of the house 
was removed and replaced with a tin roof. which was 
painted. Minor repairs made to plumbing fixtures and 
heating apparatus (NPS-NCR [FTNHS) Collection­
Annual Report [Army Corps of Engineers)). 

"All the exterior wood and brick work on the front of the 
house was given three coats of paint." Leaks in the roof 
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1916 

1920 

1922 

1923 

1923 

May 30, 1926 

June 3, 1928 

1928,1929 
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of the rear addition were repaired (NPS-NCR (FTNHS) 
Collection- Annual Report (Army Corps of Engineers)). 

Minor repairs were made to woodwork (no further 
details are given]. In addition, the "south rear party 
wall was covered with stucco" and a "new door was 
hung at the front entrance to basement hall" (NPS-NCR 
(FTNHS) Collection- Annual Report (Army Corps of 
Engineers)). 

The Chicago Historical Society finally received the 
collection of furniture from the Petersen House, after 
purchasing it from Gunther's widow (Craig, 32). 

"Various carpentry, plumbing, and tinning repairs were 
made, and the exterior woodwork on the rear of the 
building and much of that in the interior were painted." 
New steam system installed (NPS-NCR (FTNHS) 
Collection- Annual Report (Public Buildings and Public 
Parks of the National Capital)). 

Olszewski cites tourist complaints as the main reason a 
new bronze plaque was placed at eye level between 
the basement and the first floor by the Washington 
Citizens Committee (Olszewski. 63). 

6 story Lincoln Building to the south of Petersen House is 
constructed (replacing the c.1849 3 '12 story row house 
of similar design to the Petersen House). 

Congress purchased Oldroyd's collection of Lincoln 
memorabilia for $50,000 (Downtown Urban Renewal 
Area Landmarks, 16). The collection was deemed to 
be "of little practical value" by the Smithsonian (Scott, 
59). 

A sightseeing bus "ran into the porch, doing some 
damage to the steps and columns supporting them;" 
repairs totaled $58.88 (NPS-NCR (FTNHS) Collection­
Annual Report (Public Buildings and Public Parks of the 
National Capital)). 

The house was operated by the Welfare and 
Recreational Association of Public Buildings and 
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1929 

1932 

Grounds since no appropriation was made for the 
house (NPS-NCR (FTNHS} Collection- Annual Report 
(Public Buildings and Public Parks of the National 
Capital)}. 

According to the Annual Report of the Director of 
Public Buildings and Public Parks of the National 
Capital, "repairs were made to the Plastering in the 
front and back rooms on the second floor, and the 
rooms, including floors, were painted" (NPS-NCR 
(FTNHS) Collection- Annual Report (Public Buildings 
and Public Parks of the National Capital)). 

Oldroyd collection was removed from the Petersen 
House to the Lincoln Museum which opened in Ford's 
Theatre on February 12, 1932. At the same time, a 
group of five patriotic ladies' societies, under the 
leadership of Lt. Col. U. S. Grant, Jrd, attempted to 
restore the interior of the house to its appearance on 
the day of Lincoln's death "following as nearly as 
possible a diagram made shortly after the death of 
Lincoln." The house was closed to visitors from February 
to April due to the renovation. It was during this time 
that the first reproduction of "original" wallpaper was 
done (McClure, 7 6; Washington City and CapitaL 424; 
Olszewski, 64). 

"Considerable work was done in connection with the 
restoration of the house to its original condition. All 
rooms on the first floor (five in number) have been 
repaired, papered and painted. Three of the windows 
were removed and openings squared and window 
frames reset. Floors in the front rooms which were 
sagging badly have been raised and leveled. Two 
front basement rooms and hall have been renovated. 
A number of colonial type gas fixtures were converted 
into electric fixtures and installed. Three rooms on the 
second and three on the third floor were repainted." 
(NPS-NCR (FTNHS) Collection- Annual Report (Public 
Buildings and Public Parks of the National Capital)). 

As part of the restoration of the Petersen House that 
commenced in 1928, the Department of Public 
Buildings and Public Parks of the National Capital 
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1933 

1937 

1943-44 
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replaced the rear wall of the death room [which had 
been removed during the Oldroyd Museum period]. 
The rear wall door was placed flush with the exterior 
wall, but an 1865 sketch by Waud from Harpers Weekly 
shows that the door actually was located "several 
inches away from the exterior wall instead of flush with 
it, and the door should have opened into the room 
instead of out of it [Scott, 60). [See 1979-80 entry for the 
correction of the door's location.] 

The Petersen House became a National Park Service 
site. Hot water tank and coal heater, complete with 
coil, were installed for domestic service. The report 
states that this eliminated the old range in the kitchen 
and the electric hot water heater in the bathroom. 
Linoleum was laid in basement. Electric lights and 
power outlets were installed in the areaway on north 
side of basement and light fixtures were upgraded in 
the basement rooms of the rear ell (referred to in report 
as "shed" (NPS-NCR (FTNHS) Collection- Annual Report 
(Public Buildings and Public Parks of the National 
Capital)). 

The 1933 report stated that 39,326 visitors entered the 
house during the fiscal year following the 1932 
renovations. (NPS-NCR (FTNHS) Collection- Annual 
Report (Public Buildings and Public Parks of the National 
Capital)). 

The first automatic fire-detecting and alarm system was 
installed in the house at a cost of $1,580 (NPS-NCR 
(FTNHS) Collection- Annual Report (NPS)). 

The following repairs are listed for this time period: 
"Repairs were made to the concrete stairway at the 
entrance. On the first floor, the floors were stained, and 
the woodwork painted. Approximately Y2 of the plaster 
was cracked and had to be removed on the second 
floor and 2/3 on the third floor. On both floors, the walls 
and ceilings were replastered and repainted, the floors 
stained and the woodwork painted. The doors and 
locks were also repaired, and the stairways repaired 
and repainted. The roof was repaired and painted" 
(NPS-NCR (FTNHS) Collection- Annual Report (NPS)). 
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1945 

1949 

1951 

1953 

July 1957 

1958-59 

December 1958 

Repairs were made to seven windows within which the 
sash cords were broken and the weights dropped. 
Basement painted. Furnace was converted from coal 
to fuel oil (NPS-NCR (FTNHS} Collection- Annual Report 
(NPS}). 

Drawings were issued showing revisions to the existing 
fire alarm system. There is no Annual Report on file for 
this year- it is not known if this work was performed. 
(DSC Technical Information Center- Drawings 
(scanned microfiche)). 

New fire alarm system installed with automatic 
notification of Lincoln Museum, relayed on to U.S. Park 
Police and Federal Engineer at Central Office (NPS-NCR 
(FTNHS) Collection- Annual Report (NPS) and DSC 
Technical Information Center- Drawings (scanned 
microfiche}). 

Gas service and new heating system installed. The 
system incorporated radiators, in the restoration areas, 
within a fixture resembling a baseboard to respect the 
1849 appearance of the first floor (NPS-NCR (FTNHS) 
Collection- Annual Report (NPS)). 

Measured drawings, showing the house in its pre­
restoration state, were completed. (DSC Technical 
Information Center- Drawings (scanned microfiche)). 

The house was restored as part of the National Park 
Service's Mission 66 program, contract no. 14-10-028-
1607. A 1959 photograph by NPS photographer Abbie 
Rowe shows that George C. Martin was the contractor. 

The 1871-72 bathroom addition and 1899-1900 addition 
were demolished. The outside wall to the alley was 
shortened to 8 feet (from its original two-story height), 
while the inside wall was demolished. The plaster was 
removed from the east wall of the front room in the 
basement and the front room on the third floor. The 
installation of a protective railing providing controlled 
circulation through the death room was shown for the 
first time on a 1958 NPS drawing. One plan 
recommends that the wood floors should be refinished. 
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February 1959 
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Plumbing for new bathroom in basement installed ( NPS­
NCR (FTNHS) Collection- Annual Report (NPS)). 

The enclosed porch and the stairs at the rear of the 
main house were rebuilt with a glass enclosure "to 
provide a more effective means for circulation of the 
public throughout the house" (NPS-NCR (FTNHS) 
Collection- Annual Report (NPS)). A plywood cover 
was removed and beneath it was discovered the 
original door to the easement passageway to the north 
of the house. The front stoop was removed and 
replaced. The report states that the chimney was 
reduced in height from 10 feet to two feet, but the 
chimney was already reduced in a circa 1925 
photograph (NPS-NCR (FTNHS) Collection- Annual 
Report (NPS)). 

The facade was sandblasted, repointed, and then 
waterproofed. The windows and doorway were 
painted white with green shuHers (the upper three floors 
of which were replaced in 1959) "giving the house a 
phony Federal look" (Scott, 59). A new white pine door 
was installed at the basement level on the Tenth Street 
side. New gate installed on rear garden wall. A portion 
of the foot scraper believed to be original to the house, 
added to the Lincoln Museum's collection in 1943, was 
to be installed with a fabrication of the missing portion 
(the iron scraper) on the original granite block near the 
base of the stoop of the Tenth Street elevation. The roof 
was mended. Electrical and telephone cables installed 
underground from boiler room to rear of garden court 
(NPS-NCR (FTNHS) Collection- Annual Report (NPS)). 

A wide crack in the northeast corner of the front parlor 
was plastered. Plaster was also patched in the first floor 
hall. Front and rear rooms in basement and third floor 
ceilings were replastered. Metal lath was used as the 
substrate of all large plastering jobs. Electrical outlets 
(two-plug units) were installed in all rooms and hall. 
Heating baseboards were installed in Death Room. 
Three window locks believed to be original were 
removed from upper floors for use in first floor (NPS-NCR 
(FTNHS) Collection- Annual Report (NPS}). 
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March 1959 

May 1959 

June 1959 

July 4, 1959 

October 15, 1966 

1966 

April, 1967 

Pointing of bricks on the rear of the house was started. 
Plywood covering was added to the floor of the Room 
Where Lincoln Died. Light fixtures removed from first 
floor. Death Room will have no ceiling light. Other first 
floor fixtures will be rewired. A new door patterned 
after the original was hung at the entrance to the porch 
from the Death Room, but it "hangs from the opposite 
side of the door casing than the original door. Hanging 
the door in this manner was necessary for structure 
reasons." Floorboards were stained a dark walnut 
color. New granite steps were put in place leading 
down to the basement entrance on Tenth Street (NPS­
NCR (FTNHS) Collection- Annual Report (NPS)). 

A new brownstone porch, a replica of the original, was 
installed. The original wrought iron railing was 
reinstalled around the front porch and front steps by 
Acme Iron Works (NPS-NCR (FTNHS) Collection- Annual 
Report {NPS)). 

Rubber floor matting installed in hallway floor of 
basement. The original doorway leading to the 
easement alley has been restored and 85 % of the 
original fabric was retained (NPS-NCR (FTNHS) 
Collection- Annual Report (NPS)). 

Secretary of the Interior, Fred A Seaton, reopened the 
Petersen House to the public at an official ceremony 
(Olszewski, 9}. 

The house was listed in the National Register of Historic 
Places. In addition, Ford's Theatre and the Petersen 
House were jointly designated as the Ford's Theatre 
National Historic Site. 

The District of Columbia's Downtown Progress 
Association funded the District Department of 
Highway's repaving of the sidewalk in front of the house 
in a brick herringbone pattern (Downtown Urban 
Renewal Area Landmarks, 1 6). 

Publication of House Where Lincoln Died: Furnishing 
Study by George J. Olszewski (Division of History, Office 
of Archeology and Historic Preservation, National Park 
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1969 

1976 

1978 

1979-80 
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Service). 

A 1969 description of the Petersen House, stated that 
the "mantels and fireplaces in both the front and rear 
parlors are the originals," (McClure, 140) although the 
validity of this is questioned due to their Victorian 
styling. McClure also incorrectly wrote that the front 
stoop is original [as the stone was replaced in the 1958-
59 restoration) (McClure, 139). 

Publication of Furnishing Plan: House Where Lincoln 
Died (Petersen House) by Vera Craig, NPS Historian 
(Division of Reference Services, Harpers Ferry Center). 

Drawings were issued for new Fire Alarm and 
Emergency Lighting Systems. (DSC Technical 
Information Center- Drawings (scanned microfiche)). 

The house was again restored by the National Park 
Service from 1978-80 when water seepage (through 
wallpaper and plaster) caused the need for repair, 
especially in the death room. In addition, there was a 
desire to make the restoration more accurate. Paint 
and wallpaper analysis were carried out on the interior. 
Exterior paint analysis was carried out on window trim 
and doors; analysis concluded that there were many 
layers of Victorian green under the top layers of white 
paint. The third layer of green was chosen as the 
approximate 1865 color. An 1880s photograph of the 
main facade indicated that the exterior door had 
originally been stained and that the shutters were the 
same tonal density as the trim, so these corrections 
were made. Finally, the 1930s replacement of the door 
on the back wall of the death room was altered based 
upon the Waud sketch [mentioned in the 1928-30s 
entry). The door was placed 18 inches from the exterior 
wall (a distance based upon the above-mentioned 
images), and an 1849 door from the third floor replaced 
the reproduction door from the 1930s (Scott, 60). 
In addition, reproductions of the gas light fixture, 
comprised of an S-shaped wall gaslight bracket 
topped with a paper shade, found in Waud's drawing 
were installed in the room where Lincoln died (Scott, 
60). The 1890 lightfixtures in the parlors and the 
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1985-86 

1986-87 

Circa 1989 

1991 

1994 

1994-5 

hallway were replaced with a set of 1850 gasoliers for 
the parlors and a pear-shaped single hanging fixture, 
also from the period, for the hallway (Scott, 61 ). The 
drainage from the roof of the adjacent building to the 
north was rerouted to avoid the dumping of water on 
the rear ell roof. 
NPS maintenance staff discovered pottery and other 
historic artifacts while removing decayed floorboards in 
the former First Floor kitchen of the rear ell addition. An 
archeological excavation was then carried out by the 
Regional Archeology Program. 

Following archeology, further excavation and venting 
of the crawl space, the floor joists were replaced with 
pressure-treated wood (due to previous termite 
infestations) and new floorboards installed. The base­
board trim was protected in place, and remains intact. 

According to NPS sources, a new door to the easement 
passageway was installed. 

The Regional Archeology Program staff produced a 
report, titled Archeology at the Petersen House: 
Unearthing an Alternate History. It presents data 
associated with 1985-86 excavations carried out at the 
Petersen House. 

The garden (west} wall was rebuilt and the south wall 
was repainted as part of a preservation training 
workshop for historic masonry conducted by the 
Williamsport Preservation Training Center (NPS), now the 
Historic Preservation Training Center located in 
Frederick, Maryland. Bricks were salvaged from the 
lime kilns at the National Arboretum of Washington, 
D.C., selected for their similar appearance to the 
existing brick of Petersen House. Wood gate was 
reconstructed. 

It was determined that the roof needed to be replaced 
due to damage caused by fire fighting activities next 
door (south)at the Lincoln Building (June 1944). Glass 
shards fell on the painted tin roof, puncturing the 
surface through the wood decking, and creating 
multiple leaks during rain. Plywood sheathing was 
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1998 

2001 

2001-2002 
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installed over the existing wood decking (stained and 
in marginal condition due to water infiltration). Roof on 
main house and rear ell was replaced with modern 
metal roof, with batten profiles and factory finish 
selected to match weathered copper. Copper gutters 
were repaired or replaced as required. 

The National Park Service's LCS Form for the Petersen 
House slated that a condition assessment was last 
carried out in 1998, at which time the condition of the 
structure was rated "Good." In addition to routine 
maintenance, the exterior windows needed to be 
repaired and painted. 

Investigation of Historic Exterior Paint on Windows 
performed by Sara B. Chase, Preservation Consultant 
as part of the preliminary investigation and design work 
leading to the construction contract outlined below. 

Implementation of alterations and upgrades to 
mechanicaL electrical, safety and structural systems of 
Petersen House and restoration of threatened 
architectural fabric, as per design and 
construction documentation performed under contract 
no. 1443-CX-2000-98-0 12: 

Ground level enclosure of back porch to 
facilitate interior "conditioning" of space 

Emergency side entrance/exit utilizing "alleyway" 
Window rehabilitation including repairs, pointing 
Exterior architectural woodwork repairs/painting 
Alterations and Additions to Mechanical, Security 

and Fire Suppression Systems 
Modifying door swings 
Installation of attic insulation and ventilation 
Hazardous material removal/abatement 

associated with above actions 

Some of the above items may hove been omitted from 
the scope of work or may not hove been implemented 
according to drawings and specifications. Other items 
may have been deferred for later consideration by 
park management. Therefore, the extent of all related 
work requires verification in the field. 
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C. Physical Description 

Site Description 

The Petersen House (House Where Lincoln Died) is located at 516 Tenth Street, 
N.W., in Washington, D.C. The building lot, 25 feet wide by 100 feet deep, 
constitutes the south half of the original Lot 14 (current lot 823) in Square 347. In 
this highly urban location, the house, including the main house and the ell 
addition at the rear, occupies the majority of the lot, and measures 
approximately 25 feet by 80 feet. At three and one-half stories, the building is 38 
feet high. The front plane of the east, or primary, facade sits at the property line. 
A yard, which was paved prior to the 1959 rehabilitation, fills the rear, or western 
portion, of the lot. The west wall of the yard is formed of brick, remaining from 
the demolished coal shed, that returns along the rear of the south wall; a 
painted wood gate provides access to an alleyway in the center of the square. 
The south wall of the yard is formed by the wall of the adjacent six story 
property, known as the Lincoln Building. The blank lower portion of the stucco­
textured wall is partially covered with a cedar wood fence at the ground level. 

Directly across the street from the 
Petersen House is Ford's Theatre, the 
infamous site of Lincoln's assassination. 
Together with the Petersen House, 
Ford's Theatre is part of the Ford's Theatre 
National Historic Site, creating a tourist 
attraction that straddles the street. 
To the north of the Petersen House is a 
three-story (and attic) Victorian row house 
constructed in 1873. To the south is the 
1923 Lincoln Building of Art Moderne style, 
that towers over the three-story Petersen 
House. To the west, is the large new 
building, Lincoln Square, constructed 
in 2001 (Figure 38). 

Figure 38 Site plan of Petersen House as 
the neighborhood appeared at time 
of the Historic American Buildings Survey 
(HABS) recordation project, 1977. 
The house where Lincoln died is the 
blackened footprint across Tenth Street 
from the structure labeled "Ford's Theater," 
which should read "Ford's Theatre." 
(Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs 
Division; DC-165, from Sheet 1 of 5). 

N£lGH80RHOOO MAP 
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Figure 39 East Elevation of Petersen House - HABS recordation project, 1977_ 
(Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs Division; DC-165, from Sheet I of 5)_ 
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Exterior Description 

East Elevation 

Constructed in 1849, the Petersen House exhibits handsome classical details and 
can be characterized as Greek Revival, which was the dominant style of 
American domestic architecture during the interval from about 1830 to 1850.39 

Exemplary of the Greek Revival style popular in the mid-nineteenth century, the 
house is a handsome and simple composition- a spare box with a sheer front 
plane pierced by crisply cut window openings with lintels and sills, and a simple 
stone stoop. Three bays wide and three stories tall above a raised basement, it 
is capped by a plain dentil cornice and low-pitched gable roof. The Petersen 
House represents the Greek Revival subtype of the town house, which was 
popular for narrow, urban lots in port cities of the Atlantic and Gulf coasts from 
1830 to 1860. Greek Revival town houses typically can be characterized by the 
use of columns and pilasters, ornamental cornices, and six-over-six, double-hung 
sashes. A prominent doorway is also a common feature of Greek Revival row 
houses, and the Petersen House is no exception (Figure 39 and Photo AR-1). 

The door enframement features a simple, classically inspired entablature of 
architrave, frieze, and cornice. Constructed of wood with a metal sheet 
attached atop the cornice, it appears to be original. Square Doric pilasters 
flank the entry. The dentils of the architrave are identical to those on the interior 
door surrounds on the first floor. The six-panel door matches early photographic 
images, and appears original to the house. The door is surmounted by a one­
light transom, also likely original (Photo AR-2}. 

A curved brownstone stair with cast-iron railings leads from the central bay at 
ground level to the first-floor entrance in the northernmost bay. The raised 
entrance stoop or platform is supported by two brownstone Doric columns 
which frame the entrance to the basement. The steps sit upon a granite base. 
[Prior to the 1959 restoration, the stairs rested vpon a mismatched, rectangular 
lower step. A copy of the brownstone curved steps was carried forward in the 
form of the granite replacement lower step.] The stairs, platform and columns 
were all replaced in 1959 due to spoiling of the brownstone at the juncture point 
with the rusted railings. The cast-iron railings were removed, repaired, and 
carefully reinstalled within the new stairs. The original basement door was first 
replaced in 1916, and the current four-panel door was installed in 1959. The 
brownstone steps leading to the basement door underneath the stoop are 

39 Virginia and Lee McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses (New York: Alfred A. 
Knopf, 1998}, 182. 
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Photo AR-1: architrave p.c., architects 1/31/02 Photo AR-2: architrave p.c., architects I /31102 

Photo AR-3; architrave p.c., architects 1/31/02 

Existing Condition Photographs 
Photo AR-1: 
East Elevation of Petersen House 

Photo AR-2: 
East Elevation showing steps down 
to Basement Level Door, Door to 
Easement at Street Level (right) and 
curving brownstone steps leading 
to First Floor Level entrance Door. 

Photo AR-3: 
Detail of Brownstone steps 
(replacement) and iron railing 
(original-restored). The granite steps 
leading down are original and the 
granite block between is original, 
but the cast iron foot scraper is 
missing. The herringbone brick 
sidewalk is a 201h c. improvement. 

Note: Identifications using "Photo" indicate existing conditions photograph taken for this report. 
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original.40 A large, contemporary oval sign hangs from the cast-iron rail which 
encircles the platform (Photo AR-2). A commemorative bronze plaque, installed 
in 1923, is mounted in between the basement and first floor. 

On the north side of the stairs, there is a granite bose with two holes in it. This 
originally served as a foot scraper. Only the granite base survives of the two­
part granite and cost-iron object (Photo AR-3). Both the base and its upper foot 
scraper portion were removed prior to 1943, the year the scraper was added to 
the Lincoln Museum's collection. The 1959 restoration plans called for the 
granite portion of the original foot scraper to be installed with the missing iron 
portion (to be fabricated) near the bose of the stoop.41 The entire scraper, as 
previously restored, was still in place in 1968 when HABS photograph 
documented the element. (Figure 40}. 

Figure 40 1968 HABS photograph of foot scraper (now missing from its granite base) 
(Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, HABS, DC-165). 

40 NPS-NCR Collection- Ford's Theatre National Historic Site, Rehabilitation of Petersen 
House, Basement Plan (1958). 

41 NPS-NCR Collection- Ford's Theatre National Historic Site, Annual Work Report 
submitted by NPS. 
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Greek Revival lintels, believed to be originaL cap all windows on the main 
elevation. The lintel profile is widely found on Greek Revival row houses. All the 
windows sit upon simple, rectangular wood sills, which also appear to be 
original. The windows are framed with louvered shutters installed in 1957. These 
current shutters are believed to replicate the originals photographed as early as 
1883.42 The south basement window retains its original paneled shutters, 
although the middle basement window shutters have been removed (and 
according to NPS sources are in storage at the Brentwood Management Facility, 
Maryland}. 

The composition of the east elevation is crowned with a dentiled wood cornice, 
with integral gutter, which appears to be original. The roof of the Petersen 
House is pitched, with a brick chimney located on the south side of the roof. 
Notes from the 1959 restoration show that the chimney was substantially 
reduced in height from 10 to two feet, but a circa 1925 photograph clearly 
shows that the chimney was already truncated. In 1914, the "old slate roof" on 
the main portion of the house was removed and replaced with a tin roof, which 
was painted.43 Measured drawings dated 1957 indicate that the roof was 
copper at the period just prior to the major rehabilitation of the house, but this 
may have been the tin material painted to appear as weathered copper. Due 
to damage caused by a fire at the Lincoln Building immediately to the north in 
June 1994, a modern metal batten roof, designed to match the existing 
materials and profiles, was installed on the main house block, porch extension 
and rear ell. For durability and ease of maintenance, a factory painted finish 
was selected to recall the soft green color of weathered copper. 

West Elevation 

In comparison with the handsomely articulated Tenth Street elevation, the rear 
facade of the Petersen House is utilitarian in its design (Photo AR-4}. The 
windows are not uniformly aligned, since the northernmost ones are placed at 
the landings of the stairs and thus sit lower than their counterparts. The brick 
bond is common in contrast with the conventional Greek Revival use of the 
running bond on the front elevation. The wood Greek Revival lintels of the east 
elevation are replaced with brick, jack-arch lintels on the rear. The first-, second­
and third-floor windows in the southern bay are awkwardly crowned with 

42 The original louvered shutters were inaccurately replaced with a variant sometime 
between 1883 and 1894. An 1894 photograph of the east elevation shows louvered shutters with 
a central rail in place. 

43 NPS-NCR Collection- Ford's Theatre National Historic Site, Annual Work Report 

submitted by Army Corps of Engineers. 
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concrete lintels. These lintels are most likely replacements of the original jack­
arch brick lintels, but it is unclear as to when and why the jack-arch lintels (visible 
in a 1959 photograph} failed. The rear windows have wood sills. All of the 
windows are originals except for the northernmost one on the second floor.44 In 
1871-72, a bathroom was constructed above the rear addition in between the 
first and second floors.45 The addition was demolished in 1959 in an attempt to 
restore the building to its 1849 appearance, and a new window, window sill and 
brickwork under the sill were installed as a resulf.46 The basement portion of the 
elevation consists of a window flanked by two openings. The south opening is a 
historic wood door, which appears to be original although altered, and 
accesses the rear room of the basement. It sits atop a stone threshold which 
also might be original. Both the window and the north entrance, which appears 
to be recent, are topped with jack-arch lintels, while the south door is supported 
by a segmental arch. The north entrance was most likely installed in 1863 to 
provide access to the rear ell, which was constructed away from the main block 
of the house. At one point shutters were in place on the rear elevation, since 
historic hardware remains on the window trim (Photo AR-5). 

Obscuring the basement and first floors of the west elevation is an enclosed 
back porch. Wood stairs, supported by wood posts, lead up to a porch from 
the yard. The porch runs parallel to the house on the first floor and connects 
with a door to the Death Room. The original construction date of the porch is 
unknown, but it was enclosed in 1908 with a wood and glass partition of four 
casements.47 A sloped metal awning is visible above the porch in pre-1959 
restoration photographs. The porch consists of three sets of paired six-light 
casements with wood paneling below. During the 1959 restoration of the house, 
a new floor, sash and board under the sill were installed in the back porch. In 
addition, wood stairs were installed, which have proved useful for the house's 
role as a museum since they allow the swift circulation of visitors from the Death 
Room to the basement exit (Photo AR-6) .48 

44 Sara B. Chase, "A Brief Study of Historic Exterior Paint on Windows," Design 
Development Report: Ford's Theatre and Petersen House (Alexandria, VA: John Milner 
Associates, Inc., 6 August 2001 ), 8. 

45 NPS-NCR (FTNHS} CoHection- Annual Report (NPS). 

46 /bid. 

47 NPS-NCR (FTNHS) Collection- Annual Report (Army Corps of Engineers). 

48 NPS-NCR (FTNHS} Collection- Annual Report (NPS). 
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Photo AR-4; architrave p.c., architects 1/31/02 Photo AR-5; architrave p.c., architects 2/26/02 

Photo AR-6; architrave p.c., architects 1/31/02 

Photo AR-4: 
West Elevation of Petersen House 
taken from Yard/Garden. Enclosed 
porch (First Floor level) extends from 
facade and connects with Rear Ell 
[on left). 

Photo AR-5: 
Open Areaway separates 
connection of Rear Ell to Basement 
level of house. Steps descend from 
enclosed porch above [visitor's exit 
from Death Room). Visitors then 
proceed through Basement Hall to 
lower Door at Street. Easement 
passage is beyond on right. 

Photo AR-6: 
Exit door from Death Room at First 
Floor level enclosed porch. 
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Easement Passageway 

A passageway, which provides access to the rear of the Petersen House directly 
from Tenth Street, runs east to west along the north side of current lot 823. The 
space, formerly an alley, was converted into an enclosed passageway when a 
three-story row house to the north of the Petersen House was constructed, 
sometime prior to 1865. A door at the street front enclosed the passageway as 
early as circa 1865, the date of engravings of the Petersen House made after 
Lincoln died there (Part 1 A: Figure 1 ). The passageway was deeded to the U.S. 
government by Louis Schade in 1896 as a permanent easement. To date, 
access to this passageway allows National Park Service staff to reach 
mechanical and electrical equipment that has been placed there, outside of 
the house walls (Photo AR-7), although this equipment was moved to the interior 
hall in 2002, allowing the easement to be used for ingress and egress. The south 
wall of the easement is brick while the north wall has a concrete base and brick 
above. At the point where the north wall and rear ell intersect, wood beams 
are cut flush with the brick wall perhaps where the former yard shed was 
located [a structure is visible at this location in a 1905 measured drawing of the 
house]. The easement reaches approximately fifteen feet high, and a 1950 
drawing of the 1896 Plat of Deed shows that the easement is 36 feet long by 3 1f2 
feet wide (Figure 41). 
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Figure 41 Plat Plan taken from 1950 NPS-NCR drawing adaptation of original 1896 deed 
(NPS-NCR Collection- FTNHS}. 
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Photo AR-7; architrave p.c., architects 1/31/02 Photo AR-8; architrave p.c., architects 1/31/02 

Photo AR-9; architrave p.c., architects 1/31/02 

Photo AR-7: 
Easement Passageway looking East 
towards Tenth Street. 

Photo AR-8: 
Floor Structure of Enclosed Porch 
above is visible from Garden level 
(porch rebuilt as is in 1959). Window 
of Boiler Room once had exterior 
shutters (now is protected with 
security grille)-jack arch lintel is 
obscured by the porch structure. 
Exterior door to boiler room is 
beyond, under stairs. 

Photo AR-9: 
Narrow Garden (formerly Yard) is 
defined by adjacent building wall 
on left (south) and Rear Ell Addition 
on right (north). Alley is beyond rear 
wall through gate. 

HISTORIC STRUCTURE REPORT 
PART 1 C: Page 10 Physical Description 



Petersen House - House Where Lincoln Died Ford's Theatre National Historic Site 

A paneled door with a chinoiserie-inspired opening in the top third portion faces 
the street from the easement (Photos AR-2/AR-7}. Since the passageway sits at 
basement level but the Tenth Street door is at street leveL several stone steps 
lead up to the level of Tenth Street through this door. The original doorway 
leading to the easement alley installed by circa 1883 when the door is visible in 
a photograph- was restored in 1959 and National Park Service notes state that 
85 percent of the original fabric was retained.49 In "A Brief Study of Historic 
Exterior Paint on Windows," however, preservation consultant Sara Chase points 
out that as of April 2001, the door of "machine planed wood with chatter marks" 
indicating that the door was recently made.5o Chase states that there is only a 
layer of primer on the Tenth Street side of the door, and concludes that both the 
door and doorway are new.51 According to NPS sources, the door was 
replaced circa 1989 with a modern replica, and the former door discarded. An 
imposing stone lintel sits atop the door and provides structural support for the 
adjacent building fa<;ade that spans over the easement. 

Rear Ell 

All three elevations of the rear ell are laid in the common brick bond. The roof of 
the addition is a standing-seam metal one, replaced in 1998. A small chimney 
sits in the eastern half of the roof, directly above the west wall of the Death 
Room and former kitchen. The east elevation of the ell addition consists of a 
wood door flanked by brick walls. The upper story is connected with the house 
by the back porch, while an open areaway separates the lower level of the 
addition from the basement (Photo AR-5}. When standing in the areaway, the 
wood floorboards of the porch are visible above. At one point shutters were in 
place on the rear elevation, since historic hardware remains on the window trim 
(Photo AR-8}. 

The eastern three bays of the rear ell were constructed in 1863 following a fire 
(described in HSR as Rear Ell (1 }),52 while the western two-bay portion was most 
likely constructed in the 1870s (described in HSR as Rear Ell (2)). The property's 
tax assessments increased in value from $2,965 to $6,965 in 1871-72, implying 

49 Ibid. 

50 Chase, 7. 

51 Ibid. 

52 Matthew R. Virta, Archeology at the Petersen House: Unearthing an Alternate History 
(Washington, D.C.: Regional Archeology Program, National Park Service, National Capital 
Region, 1991), 23. 
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that the addition could have been constructed then, but a 1878 building permit 
for a "two-story brick bock building with tin roof" at a cost of $250 also exists. 53 
(The permit carries no further detail.) The significant increase in value from 1871 
to 1872 is puzzling since the only existing records (found in Olszewski's text) for 
that period are for the construction of the bathroom addition. There is no 
available data to clarify the exact date of the rear ell addition. A prominent 
seam clearly marks the separation between the two portions. A thick masonry 
wall sits at the interior point where these two additions meet, indicating that at 
one point this wall was an exterior wall. In addition to the brick courses not 
corresponding, the sills are different in each section. The window sills are all 
wood, with a slightly raised lip at each end in the 1863 sills and without the lip on 
the 1870s sills. The windows on the first floor are topped with jack arches, while 
those on the second floor are very close to the roofline and thus are only 
crowned with a single row of headers and then stretchers. The east of the west 
two bays contains a door, with a four-light opening in the upper half. These 
larger panes are indicative of a construction date after 1863.54 The door sits 
atop two concrete steps {Photo AR-9). 

The west elevation of the rear ell is a solid brick wall. This wall once served as the 
party wall between the ell addition and an 1899-1900 two-story coal shed/library 
addition. The latter was demolished during the rehabilitation work of 1959, and 
the plaster was removed from this now exterior wall. As a result, new brick infill is 
noticeable on this facade in the place of two former openings, in the center 
bay of the first floor and the south bay of the second floor, which once pierced 
this wall (Photo AR-1 0). 

A new wood gate was installed on the rear wall of the yard in 1959 (and rebuilt 
in 1994), to provide access to the rear alley. This waiL now reduced in height by 
one story, once served as the rear elevation of the 1899-1900 portion of the rear 
ell. The opening for the gate originally was a door to the rear alleyway (Photo 
AR-11 ). The party wall adjoining the concrete wall to the south was left in place 
following the 1959 demolition, but the paint was removed and the brickwork 
cleaned. The north wall appears to predate the 1899-1900 addition, and was 
left in place since it is a part of the building to the north (Photo AR-1 0). The 
portions of the north and south party walls shared with the neighboring 
properties show ghost walls of where the 1899-1900 addition once was located, 
and traces of paint still remain. 

53 Permit # 1640, 1878, on file at NARA. 

54 In the last few decades of the nineteenth century, technology allowed for the 
production of increasingly larger panes of glass. 
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The Windows 

All windows on the east and west elevations of the main house block and the 
elevations of the addition are six-over-six, double-hung sash (Photo AR-12). The 
size of the window panes is largest on the first floor of the east and west 
elevations, and decreases in size to the second and third floors. There are slight 
variations between the muntin profiles of the house and addition windows, but 
overall the windows are quite similar throughout. All appear to be original to the 
construction of their respective portion of the building. Preservation consultant 
Sara B. Chase writes that "All of the windows on the east and west walls of the 
main house have construction details that lead one to conclude they are 
original to the house, except for the window at the landing of the stairs from first 
to second floor."55 This window was installed in 1959 when the 1871-72 bathroom 
addition was removed from its position on the landing between the first and 
second floors. 

The muntins on the lower two stories (basement and first floor) of the residential 
portion of the house have an unusual profile. Chase recently carried out 
extensive research on these muntins that she describes as "typical of the 
German and other northern European settlers' houses in the Shenandoah, not 
too far from Washington, D.C." in the early 1800s.56 (There was a large German 
population in the District of Columbia, as well.) The sides of the muntin "rise 
straight from the shoulders of the muntin bar and at a slight tilt toward each 
other so that they would meet at a point if that sharp edge were not made flat 
instead."57 The use of this unique profile is possibly due to Petersen's German 
heritage [which Chase incorrectly labels as Swedish]. All other windows (stair 
landing and second and third stories) on the residential portion of the house 
have a muntin profile that is late Federal in style. Some original window locks 
remain on the interior; for example, there is one in the rear parlor on the first floor 
(north window} and one in the basement also on the west wall. Original locks 
were relocated from upper floor windows to the first floor in 1959, but the exact 
locations of these elements are unknown. All of the basement windows are 
covered with iron security grilles; on the east elevation the grilles are on the 
interior, and on the west elevation they are attached on the exterior of the 
window (Photo AR-8}. 

55 Chase, 8. 

56 Ibid, 3. 

57 Ibid. 
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Photo AR-1 0; architrave p.c., architects 1/31/02 Photo AR-11: architrave p.c., architects 1/31/02 

Photo AR-12; architrave p.c., architects 1/31/02 

Photo AR-1 0: 
West Elevation of Rear Ell (2) dating 
to 1870s-patches in brick are 
evident where former openings to 
1899-1900 addition were filled. 
North wall of adjacent building 
(and south wall of opposite 
building) show shadows of former 
profile of demolished coalshed/ 
storage building, later library. 

Photo AR-11 : 
Reconstructed wall at alley, 
capped with sandstone. Wood 
gate is also recent replacement. 

Photo AR-12: 
First Floor level window with original 
6/6 sash located on the East 
Elevation, facing Tenth Street. 
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Interior Description 

On the interior, the main house block of the Petersen House reflects the 
influence of the Greek Revival double-parlor plan, which on its primary floor is 
characterized by a formal double parlor separated by a wide opening, 
arranged front-to-bock in the main house block and opening off of a linear side 
vestibule and stair haii.5B The building's upper floors follow a similar configuration 
of substantially sized rooms opening off of a stair hall. As befitting the less 
prominent functions of the living space on the upper floors, the ceiling height 
and window pane size decrease from the first to the third floors- with the 
increased ceiling height, large windows, and ornate finishes of the first-floor 
parlors representing a marked attempt to emphasize the most grand public 
spaces of the house. The two rooms in the basement of the main house block 
likely would originally have served as dining room and kitchen (and at some 
point Petersen's tailor shop if it was indeed housed in the basement). To the rear 
(west) of the main house block, the first-floor level of the current narrow rear ell 
contains two small rooms (one, the bedroom in which President Lincoln died), as 
well as a rear stair. 

The Front and Rear Parlors 

The handsome front (Room l 00-Photo AR-13} and rear (Room l 02-Photo AR-14) 
parlors are mirror images of each other, measuring approximately 14% feet by 
16% feet each. Both rooms have two six-over-six, double-hung sash windows on 
their respective exterior walls. The window surrounds are splayed out rather than 
perpendicular to the plane of the window. (This technique is also used in the 
basement.) The two rear windows currently open onto the back porch. Wood 
blinds hang from all four parlor windows. The south wall in both rooms is marked 
by a handsome, mid- to late-Nineteenth century fireplace. Although the 
arched cast iron grates and dark marble (brown and black) mantlepieces are 
said to be original, no documentation dates them.59 Stylistically, they do not 
belong. to the Greek Revival period, as do all other extant wood fireplace 
surrounds and mantels in the house. 

On the north wall of each room, a door opens into each parlor from the 
entrance hall. On the shared wall, a large opening connects the two parlors 

58 Mary Ellen Hayward, "Urban Vernacular Architecture in Nineteenth-Century 
Baltimore," Winterthur Portfolio 16.1 (Spring 1981): 48. 

59 Stanley W. McClure, "Ford's Theatre & the House Where Lincoln Died," National Park 
Service Handbook (Washington, D.C.: National Park Service, 1969}, 77. 
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Photo AR-13; architrave p.c., architects 2/15/02 Photo AR-14; architrave p.c., architects 1/31/02 

Photo AR-15; architrave p.c., architects 2/15/02 

Photo AR-13: 
Front Parlor, looking towards Tenth 
Street, as it appears today. 
Restoration of finishes in all First Floor 
spaces visited by the public dates 
to 1979-1980, when historic 
accuracy was focus of effort. 

Photo AR- 14: 
Back Parlor. looking towards the 
Back Porch and Garden beyond, 
as it appears today. 

Photo AR-15: 
Entrance Hall leading to Death 
Room in Rear Ell, as it appears 
today. 
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and creates the effect of one large room. The door surround has a large 
entablature supported by a dentil course similar to the ornate surrounds found 
above the parlor doors, as well as on the parlor windows. Hinge mechanisms 
are visible within the door framing; two doors originally hung from the door 
frame and provided privacy between the two rooms when desired. The six­
panel doors leading into the two parlors from the hall have three rows of vertical 
panels, with the top row having the largest panels and the middle row being 
quite small. The doors appear original. This paneling is identical to that of the 
front door. Radiators, installed in 1953, which were fabricated to resemble 
historic baseboards, run along the west wall of Room 1 02 and the east and north 
walls of Room 1 00, while the remaining walls exhibit the original simple 
baseboard profiles. 

Both parlors, which were rented rooms at the time of Lincoln's assassination, are 
filled with nineteenth-century furniture in an attempt to recreate the interior 
appearance from the eve of April 14, 1865. None of the furniture is original to 
the house itself. Period pieces were acquired to match with descriptions of the 
furniture sold at auction by the Petersen heirs in 1871 . The parlors' wood floors 
have been covered in replica nineteenth-century carpeting. The door and 
window surrounds are painted cream, while the wallpaper consists of a floral 
pattern of orange, white and pink. The wallpaper was first recreated in 1932 
when the first reproduction wallpaper was applied. The current wallpaper dates 
from the 1979-80 renovation, which was necessary since water seepage caused 
damage to the interior's wallpaper and plaster. The renovation carried out 
wallpaper analysis to create a more accurate replica of the wallpaper in place 
during the period of significance. This analysis and the examination of drawings 
and photographs served as the basis for the creation of new wallpaper in the 
Death Room, but that of the parlors and hall is mostly conjectural. 6° 

The Entrance Hall 

Filling the north bay of the first floor of the house is a long hall (Room 1 07), 
leading from the Tenth Street entrance to the stairs and Death Room at the rear 
of the house (Photo AR-15). Through two doors, the hall also provides access to 
the Front and Rear Parlors. Wood paneling encloses the space under the stairs. 
A six-panel door sits adjacent to the wood paneling under the stairs and leads 
to stairs to the basement. Heating baseboards dating to 1953 line the base of 
each wall. A circa 1850 gasolier (retrofitted to a pendant lamp), hangs from the 
ceiling and was installed during the 1979-80 renovation. The wallpaper, of 
curvilinear forms of swags and leaves of brown and green against a white 
background, also is a replica of a period finish. The original six-panel front 

60 Notional Park Service personnel report that the wallpaper is the work of Scalamondre. 
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Photo AR-16; architrave p.c., architects 2/15/02 

Photo AR-17; architrave p.c., architects 1/31/02 

Photo AR-16: 
The rear wall as it appears today, 
after the 1979 correction of the 
door placement and swing. All 
efforts were made during this last 
restoration effort to depict the room 
as it appeared in the Waud sketch. 

Photo AR-17: 
South wall of Death Room. 
Between the two windows is 
mounted the gas jet lamp fixture, 
also replicated from the Waud 
sketch. 
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entrance door matches the interior parlor doors. Currently, set above the door is 
a single-pane transom. 

The Death Room 

The Death Room (Room 1 03) is by far the most famous room in the house. Due 
to its location in the rear ell, it is also among the most modest in its size, 
appearance, and furniture (Photo AR-17). The ordinary appearance of the 
room is made especially apparent when comparing the Death Room with the 
handsome front and rear parlors. The Death Room measures approximately 18 
by 10 feet. The ceiling of the room gently slopes downward to the south. 

A recent metal ramp leads down to the level of the rear addition from the first 
floor hall, making visitor circulation through this small room less cumbersome. 
The main door has been taken off its hinges to further aid the accessibility of this 
room. A metal railing encloses this particular entrance and prevents visitors from 
fully walking into the room. Added in 1959, the railings are constructed of iron 
with a bronze hand rail. 

A doorway (believed by Oldroyd to date to 
Lincoln's death- Figure 42) is located on the 
south wall of the Death Room. When utilized, 
it provides access to an enclosed wood walk­
way (back porch} and stairs which lead to 
the basement and the museum's exit. A sheet of 
glass, supported from a frame mounted to the 
floor, sits adjacent to the bed to prevent visitors from 
touching or removing any objects from the death 
bed. The 6 foot high glass panel was added in 
2000 for added protection, due to the visitors' 
natural tendency to touch the bed and wall 
above. This division between the viewing and 
viewed space is further emphasized by different 
patterns of carpet in each portion of the room.6l 
Portions of the wallpaper immediately to the north of 
however, have been ripped away 
(and most likely kept as souvenirs}. 

/f 

/ 
Figure 42 Olszewski's adaptation of Oldroyd's sketch of the •• 

house at time of Lincoln's death. (NPS-NCR Collection- FTNHS). ·-=~{~Fo .. ell!os•7~:H.=E,.=r~~.~'£•. •Mr· ---

61 As part of the 1959 rehabilitation of the house, a new maple floor was installed within 
the portion of the room that the railing encloses. Today, this new floor is covered with carpet. 
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Figure 43 Alfred Waud sketch of rear wall of room where Lincoln died 
("Bedroom of William Clark, East End" by Alfred R. Waud, Pencil, 1865. 

Library of Congress Collection). 

One door hangs from the rear (west) wall of the room. It leads to Room 104 on 
the first floor of the addition. The rear walL as it appears today, is based upon 
the 1865 Waud sketch of the Death Room (Figure 43). Between 1896 and 1905, 
Oldroyd removed the rear wall to provide room for display cases for his museum 
of Lincolniana.62 During the 1932 restoration of the house. the rear wall was 
replaced, but it was not until the 1979-80 restoration that inaccuracies. such as 
the placement of the door. were corrected according to the Waud sketch.63 

The Chicago Historical Society, which owns the Gunther Collection of original 
furniture from the Death Room. has created a replica of the Petersen House 
Death Room. Images of the Chicago Death Room show the recreated 1865 
appearance of the room, but the size and configuration of the room is not 
completely accurate (Figure 44). (For example, a projection is located to the 
right of the door on the rear wall and within it there is a dummy door; however, 
no plans or images show that a dummy door or projection were ever present in 
the real Death Room. The placement of this door most likely has to do with the 
original configuration of the room chosen by the Chicago Historical Society's 
curatorial staff to house the Gunther Collection.) 

62 Scott. 60. 

63 Ibid. 
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Figure 44 Recreation of Death Room at the Chicago Historical Society 
(NPS-NCR Collection- FTNHS). 

There is conflicting evidence on a small alcove behind the rear wall and visible 
from the stairs to the basement level of the Petersen House ell. This space is 
located in the very location that a closet door might have been located. Thus, 
further physical investigation of the rear wall is needed to fully understand its 
complex history and to determine if the current placement of the rear wall is 
correct. 

Two six-over-six, double-hung sash windows pierce the south wall of the Death 
Room. The muntins and window surround are both thinner than those in the 
house, possibly owing to their later construction date. A modern spotlight hangs 
from the ceiling of the southeast corner of the room. Baseboards, painted the 
same cream as the window surrounds, are located on the east and west walls of 
the Death Room, while the north and south walls have heating baseboards. The 
walls are covered in white and beige paper, and the red carpet is decorated 
with green swags. Both attempt to recreate the appearance of the room on 
the eve of Lincoln's death from sketches and one photograph made following 
the death. In addition, the furnishings are replicas from the period. Attention 
has been taken to match the style of the furniture with the pieces believed to 
be in the room at the time of Lincoln's death. 
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Photo AR-18; architrave p.c., architects 2/15/02 Photo AR-19; architrave p.c., architects 2/15/02 

Photo AR-20; architrave p.c.. architects 2/15/02 

Photo AR-18: 
Hall and Stairway at the Basement 
level. Beaded board partition fills 
the area beneath the stairs. with a 
door leading to a small closet. 
All stair elements are painted. 

Photo AR-19: 
Hall and Stairway at the First Floor 
level. Wood paneling encloses 
area under stairs with a door 
leading to the Basement. The 
heavy newel post and balusters are 
stained dark mahogany. 

Photo AR-20: 
Hall and terminus of Stairway at the 
Third Floor level. The delicately 
turned balusters and rail cap of 
round profile are painted. 
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The Stairs 

The stairs in the Petersen House are located on the north side of the building. 
Starting in the basement, the stairs wrap around a landing halfway between 
each floor at which point a window on the rear elevation provides light to the 
landing. The disjunction between the height of the landing windows and those 
on the main floors, separated by approximately six feet, creates an irregular 
pattern on the rear elevation. The stairs lead to the third floor, at which point the 
banisters turn 90 degrees and continue into the north wall creating a balcony 
effect over the stairs below (Photo AR-20). An access panel in the ceiling of the 
third floor hall provides entry to the attic and a hatch within the attic provides 
access to the roof. 

All features of the stairs, including the wood treads, and risers, and heavy 
banisters, hand rail and newel posts, are original and in good condition. There is 
a marked difference between the banisters of the basement and those of the 
upper stories; those in the basement are rectangular while upstairs the banisters 
are turned with ornate carvings in the lower third of each post. Wood paneling 
encloses the area beneath the stairs on both the basement and first floor. A 
closet is located under the basement stairs, while a door under the first-floor 
stairs leads to the basement. A horizontally paneled door placed on the landing 
between the first and second floors separates the first floor portion of the stairs 
from the upper floors. This wall may have been added during the 1900 
governmental upgrades preparing the house for museum use, once the house 
left private ownership. The portion of stairs leading to this door is the only section 
of stairs to be carpeted. In addition, the wallpaper of the first floor hall continues 
to the landing door, creating a clear division between the public and more 
opulent first floor and the private and simpler upper stories. On all floors the 
treads and risers are painted. On all floors except the basement, the banisters 
and newel posts are unpainted (Photo AR-19). 

The Basement 

A hall (Room 9) aligned along the north wall of the building leads to the main 
stairs to the west and to a door to the street to the east (Photo AR-18). This four­
panel door has a four-fight transom over the doorway, and was replaced during 
the 1959 restoration. On the western end of the hall, a door opens to the rear of 
the building in the space between the house and the rear addition. The wood 
floorboards in the hall are wider than boards in other rooms in the basement 
and on the upper floors, and appear to be new. Wood baseboards remain on 
either side of the Tenth Street entrance and in the rear of the hall, but all others 
were replaced with heating baseboards. Spotlights have been installed within 
the ceiling. Near the street door, an entire section of plaster has been removed 
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from the south wall of the hall, because the plaster was loosened and the bond 
was irreversib1y broken with the original brick wall underneath. The brick is now 
exposed. The rest of the walls were replastered in 1959. 

The front room (Room 1 0) in the basement looks out on Tenth Street, as well as 
the brownstone stoop that services the house's front door. The room is currently 
used for storage. Historically, the room served as a dining room, and possibly 
later a workshop for Petersen's trade as a tailor. A door on the south wall opens 
into a closet with additional storage. Two windows pierce this east side of the 
room. The windows consist of six-over-six, double-hung sash. The window 
surrounds splay diagonally away from the window. Metal security grills have 
been placed over the windows from the interior. Spotlights hang from the 
ceiling. The brown and beige wallpaper is a replica of a nineteenth-century 
pattern. The wood door and door surrounds are identical to the four-paneled 
door to Tenth Street, characterized by slightly larger panels on top. These doors 
appear to be original. Baseboards, salvaged from the demolished 1899-1900 
addition, run around the base of the room. The thin floorboards, running 
perpendicular to those in the hall, appear to be original. 

The rear basement room (Room 11) has a more utilitarian atmosphere, fitting for 
its current role as the boiler room. A wood door (faced with metal on the boiler 
room side) opens into the space, which is three steps below the level of the rest 
of the basement. The floor is concrete, unlike the wood floorboards in the hall 
and front room. Various mechanical equipment and machinery, including 
boilers and extensive pipes hanging from the ceiling, fill the room. The west wall 
contains two openings: a window and a door to the south. The window is six­
over-six, double-hung sash with a splayed surround identical to Room 10. Apart 
from the original window trim and possibly original yard door, this space has 
been greatly altered from its believed 1865 use as the back dining room.64 

Second and Third Floors 

Both the second and third floors are utilitarian in their use and appearance. The 
plans of both floors consist of three rooms forming an L-shape around a landing. 
In the south two bays, there are two large rooms, while in the north bay there is 
the landing and a small room located on the front of the building. All rooms 
have a door that opens onto the hall. The front room and rear room have a 
common door also, as does the front room with the small front located to its 
north. Historically, the upper two floors served as private living and sleeping 
space for the Petersen family and boarders. 

64 George, J. Olszewski, House Where Lincoln Died: Furnishing Study (Washington, D.C.: 
Division of History, Office of Archeology & Historic Preservation, National Park Service, 
Department of Interior, Aprill5, 1967), 57. 

HISTORIC STRUCTURE REPORT 
PART 1 C: Page 24 Physical Description 



Petersen House - House Where Lincoln Died Ford's Theatre National Historic Site 

These rooms are not open to the public and do not serve a daily function in the 
operation of the house museum. The two front rooms on the second floor are 
used for administrative purposes: the small room {Room 203) serving as curatorial 
storage and the larger room (Room 201) as a workspace. The rear second floor 
room (Room 202} is currently used for storage and has two work surfaces, but 
overall it is quite spartan and appears to be rarely in use. The third floor rear 
room (Room 302}. and small (Room 303) and large (Room 301) front rooms are 
all currently used for storage. The most noticeable difference between the 
configurations of the second and third floors is the large opening between front 
room and small front room on the second floor in comparison to the ordinary 
door on the third floor. The opening, which is similar to the large opening 
between the two parlors on the first floor, is framed by a door surround with the 
same profile as the regular door surrounds found on the second and third floors. 
This opening is visible on a floor plan of the second floor from 1932 (which is the 
earliest existing plan of the upper floors). 

The rear room and large front room on both floors have fireplaces located on 
the south wall. All four fireplaces have identical mantelpieces, consisting of a 
simple entablature (similar to that of the window and door surrounds) supported 
by geometric Doric pilasters {Photo AR-21 ). All of the fireplaces have been filled 
in except for the one in the front room of the second floor that contains a 
decorative square iron grate. In the two large rooms on both the second and 
third floors, the fireplace is flanked by an indentation {on the exterior wall side) 
and a closet (on the interior wall side). The closets are extremely shallow. and 
most contain shelves or hooks (Photos AR-21 I AR-22). 

Some of the second-floor doors have five horizontal panels and are believed to 
date to the 1900s, while the third floor doors, which appear to be original, have 
four panels with the upper two being significantly toller than the bottom two 
(Photo AR-21 ). It is only the six-panel closet doors. however, which match those 
found on the first floor (Photo AR-22). All rooms on both floors have baseboards 
that run about six inches high. The windows can be characterized by the thin 
profile of their Greek Revival muntins (Photo AR-23). The panes are slightly larger 
on the second floor than on the third, but not as large as those on the first floor. 
The windows do not have the unusual splayed window surround of the 
basement and first floor. The wooden floorboards in all rooms on both floors. 
which appear to be original. have been painted. The second-floor rear room 
(Room 202[ is the exception since its floorboards have been covered with brown 
linoleum tiles. 
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Photo AR-21; architrave p.c., architects 21 J 5/02 Photo AR-22; architrave p.c .. architects 2/15/02 

Photo AR-23; architrave p.c., architects 2/15/02 

Photo AR-21: 
Room 302 on back of house with 
mantel intact (chimney filled) and 
adjacent closet. The 4 paneled 
door and simple wood trim in the 
Greek Revival style are all original. 
Plaster exhibits previous water 
damage. 

Photo AR-22: 
Closet at Room 202 directly below 
location of Photo B-1 6. Original 
doors on the Second Floor are 6 
paneled. and the door surround is 
more detailed. 

Photo AR-23: 
Detail of Front window with 6/6 sash 
in Room 201 with view of Ford's 
Theatre across Tenth Street. 
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Rear Ell 

A series of small rooms are located on both levels of the circa 1863 
reconstructed rear ell. The rooms have been greatly altered; most have tiled 
floors, modern wall coverings and altered light fixtures. It does appear that all 
the six-over-six, double-hung sash windows and the window surrounds in the ell 
addition are original. In addition, the stairs in the oldest portion of the ell are 
original, with turned banisters and newel post in a style similar to that of the main 
house {Photo AR-24). West of the Death Room on the first floor are two rooms, a 
hallway {Room 104) and a small room {Room 105), which also have gently 
sloped ceilings. The hallway located directly west of the Death Room has one 
window on its south wall. Within the hallway, an interior door leads to a stairway 
terminating in Room 12 at the lower level. The door is pierced with a six-light 
window. Room 105, which post dates Lincoln's death, historically served as a 
bedroom, is small in size and has two windows on the south wall. The walls are 
covered in brown, rough cloth wallpaper. 

The ground floor level of the rear ell (aligned with basement level at main 
house) consists of two spaces, a large room once used as the kitchen (Room 12) 
and a small room (Room 13) once used as a pantry that now is broken up into 
three small spaces. Room 12 is a large space from which stairs rise to the upper 
floor {Photo AR-24). A wood closet door located under the stairs appears to be 
original. Two panels of fluorescent lights and various pipes hang from the 
ceiling. This is the only room in the addition to retain its wood floorboards, 
although the sleepers and boards were replaced in 1906 and 1986 due to rot. A 
decorative, pressed-tin ceiling and cornice, both repaired during the 1959 
renovation, are both quite old, but do not date to 1863. Survey findings 
revealed a layer of wallpaper beneath the tin cornice. (There is no current 
explanation for the presence of this somewhat decorative wallpaper in what 
the Archeology at Petersen House: Unearthing an Alternate History identifies as 
the former kitchen space.) 

This room and Room 105 both have heating baseboards similar to the ones 
found in the house. Room 13 consists of a hallway with a unique wall mounted 
radiator unit. The small space, once part of a singular room, adjoins a small 
restroom to the north, the partitions, door, and equipment of which were 
installed in 1959. Drawings from the I 959 rehabilitation show that a brick hearth 
was removed from this space, while installing a concrete slab on grade, which 
implies that at some point after this portion of the ell's construction in the I 870s, 
the kitchen may also have been located in or relocated to this room. (No 
further evidence clarifies the true kitchen location(s) over time.) The south wall 
of the hall is pierced with a door with a four-light window, leading to the garden. 
The westernmost space in Room 13 is also very small and houses a large 
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Photo AR-24; architrave p.c., architects 1/31/02 Photo AR-25; architrave p.c., architects 2/15/02 

Photo AR-26; architrave p.c., architects 2115/02 

Photo AR-24: 
Stairway within the former kitchen of 
the Rear Ell that was likely used by 
caregivers the night of Lincoln's 
assassination. 

Photo AR-25: 
Basement Hall within Main Block of 
House. Plaster has been removed 
to prevent the loosened material 
from failing during visitation hours. 
Cast iron baseboard heating unit is 
visible to left, designed to be 
discreet in restoration areas of the 
historic house. 

Photo AR-26: 
Hot water cast iron radiators 
(2 pipe) remain on upper floors. 
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porcelain sink, built-in wood shelves, and one window on the south wall. The 
wood trim and 6 paneled doors located on the interior walls within Room 13 
(that date to 1959}, were replications from elements of the original house. 

Building Systems (Utilities) Description 

Heating, Ventilation, and Air Conditioning Systems (HVAC} 

None of the original heating elements to be expected in an 1849 building, such 
as active fireplaces and stoves, are present. The 1849 main house block has 
retained two chimneys both located on the south side of the building. The 
Annual Work report, filed by the Army Corp. of Engineers, which accounts the 
widespread repairs to the house by the government upon transfer from the 
Schades indicates that the chimneys were rebuilt then, due to a damaging gale 
on September 29, 1896. Later, the original brick chimneys were reportedly 
reduced in height from ten feet to two feet in January of 1959, yet photographs 
indicate that this work may have been performed earlier in the 20th century. The 
chimneys historically served two fireplaces located within the main rooms on the 
south side of each floor. The basement currently has evidence of a fireplace in 
the front room only. The back room on the basement level was converted to a 
boiler room as early as 1900, when steam heat was introduced to the house, 
and the fireplace located there assisted in meeting the system's requirements 
with venting pipes accessing the roof run through the flue. The fireplaces in the 
basement, on the third floor and the rear room fireplace on the second floor are 
visibly filled in, and the remaining retain original ornate iron fire screens that 
conceal the enclosure beyond. Historian Stanley McClure states that the 
marble mantels and fireplaces in both the front and rear parlors are the 
originals.65 The metal screen in the front room of the second floor may also be 
original. 

The documentation for early heating systems is sketchy. According to Annual 
Work Reports, by 1900, gas pipes were used to heat the house. This may mean 
that the fireplaces were burning gas instead of wood at that time. Since the 
reports also say that the house was furnished with steam heat by 1900 and that 
a coal shed was added at the same time, this probably means that a coal-fired 
boiler was used to produce the steam for the heating system. A "heating coil" 
was used in one of the bedrooms, and possibly other rooms, prior to 1907 when it 
was removed.66 Early steam systems sometimes used coils or rows of pipe as the 
heating element in each room. In 1908, the steam-heating pipes were repaired, 

65 McClure, (1969}, 77. 

66 NPS-NCR (FTNHS} Collection- Annual Report (Army Corps of Engineers). 
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so these pipes must have been installed prior to 1908.67 Repairs were made to 
the boiler in 1909. The old boiler was replaced with a new steam boiler in 19'22.. 
A 66-gallon hot water tank with coal heater. complete with coiL was installed in 
1933 for domestic service. The furnace was converted from coal to fuel oil in 
1945. A new heating system. including heating baseboards replacing radiators 
within restoration areas, was installed at a cost of $5,066 in 1953.68 

There are no fireplaces or flues evident today in the ell addition reconstructed in 
1863, but there must have been stoves at some point when the lower room was 
used as a kitchen. The 1933 annual building report states that with the 
installation of the hot water tank and coal heater in 1933. the old range in the 
kitchen and the electric hot water heater in the bathroom were no longer 
needed. The portion of the rear ell built within the 1870s presently contains a 
chase wall and chimney that indicates a stove was located in the ground floor 
room (Room 13). The brick hearth was removed from this location in 1959 when 
it was converted to a rest room and the chase was claimed for plumbing 
purposes. No physical evidence remains of the hearth, because a concrete 
slab replaced the former floor during the rehabilitation. The construction of a 
fuel shed for coal in 1899-1900 at the rear of the property, adjoining the rear ell, 
illustrates that there was a need for coal for the building's stoves and fireplaces. 

Cast iron upright radiators of Victorian styling (4 total) remain in place near the 
exterior walls of the second-floor front and rear rooms and the third-floor front 
and rear rooms (Photo AR-26). These fixtures can likely be dated to the late 
nineteenth century when the house was first converted to steam heat. since as 
early as 1908 steam pipes were being repaired. All upright radiators on the 
Basement and First Floor levels of the main house were removed in 1953, when 
baseboard units where discreetly installed within "restored" areas of the house 
open to the public (Photo AR-25). The same cast iron baseboard units were 
installed along various walls within the rear ell, due to the lack of active heating 
elements within this building addition. 

The house and its furnishings have not had the benefit of a modern central 
cooling system, a situation that has posed a challenge to managing curatorial 
collections and to the comfort of those staff members working within and visiting 
the building. Window air conditioning units have been used sparingly on upper 
floors and in the rear ell, installed on rear windows not directly visible from the 
street or from within the restoration area of the house. Only one unit, at the top 
of the first floor stair tanding, supplemented by floor fans. is used continuously to 

67 Ibid. 

68 NPS-NCR /FTNHS) Collection- Annual Report (NPS). 
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keep the restoration area cool during the summer months. The house museum is 
closed early on especially warm days, because this approach is ineffective in 
overcoming the continuous opening and closing of the front door by visitors. 

Refer to Part 1 E for a complete description and analysis of the existing heating, 
ventilation, and air conditioning systems. 

Lighting and Electrical 

Power service is not original to the building and installation dates of the various 
electrical devices and distribution systems could not be determined with 
certainty. At the time of its construction, most likely gas lighting and candles 
were used for illumination. Electrical service was introduced sometime after 
1897 when the first practical incandescent light was developed. The first 
mention of electricity in the house within the Annual Reports is in 1906 with the 
installation of electric bells, as indicated in the chronology in Part 1 B. Note that 
electricity was brought into the house after Lincoln's death and the period of 
significance for this historic resource. Therefore, in the interpreted portion of the 
house museum, electrical power outlets should be discreetly hidden and period 
lighting fixtures should appear to be gas fueled as in 1865. To meet this 
requirement, the scope of restoration of the house in 1978-80 included the 
addition of refurbished antique fixtures dating to the period of the original gas 
lighting fixtures used by the Petersens. Thus, the historically inappropriate 1890 
light fixtures that hung in the parlors were replaced with a set of 1850 gasoliers 
and a pear-shaped single hanging fixture, also from the period, for the 
hallway.69 Electricity has been carefully fed into these lights. Light levels are 
kept low for authenticity. The drop light with gas jet located in the Death Room 
was replicated. The appearance of this original fixture was copied from a 
sketch by Waud and a photograph by the Ulke brothers created immediately 
following Lincoln's death. (Reproductions of the gas light fixture, comprised of 
an S-shaped wall gaslight bracket topped with a paper shade, found in Waud's 
drawing were installed in the room where Lincoln died in 1979.)70 Various 
modern lighting techniques such as spotlights and fluorescent fixtures can be 
found in non-restoration areas, including the basement, rear ell addition, and 
upper floors of the house. Some rooms on the third floor do not have light 
fixtures. 

69 Gary Scott, "A Photograph and Artist's Renderings: Keys to the Restoration of a 
National Landmark," Nineteenth Century 6.3 (Autumn 1980): 61. 

70 NPS-NCR (FTNHS) Collection- Annual Report (NPS}. 
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The electrical outlets (two-plug units) were installed about four inches above the 
basebDards in all rooms and the first floor hall. The outlets protrude from the wall 
and generally seem to be located on exterior walls. The wires are visible running 
within wire mold along the walls from the outlets; this is since the exterior walls are 
solid masonry, so the wires and outlets could not be hidden within the walls as is 
common practice today. No records of the installation date have been 
located. According to Annual Work Reports, in 1899-1900, the house's "gas 
pipes and fixtures [were] overhauled and put in good order." 71 An automatic 
fire-detecting and alarm system was installed in the house at a cost of $1 ,580 in 
1937,72 with alterations and additions in 1949, 1951 and 1978. The electrical 
meter was moved from the basement front hallway to the easement in 1959. 

Refer to Parts 1 E and 1 F for a complete description and analysis of the existing 
electrical system and its components, including fire detection and security. 

Plumbing 

No information is available on the building's original plumbing. A well and 
outhouse were likely the extent of the original facilities within the rear yard, but 
we have not found any verification of this. A bathroom was added to the 
second floor in 1871-72. Historian George J. Olszewski based the 1871-72 date of 
the construction of the second floor bathroom from vouchers paid for workJ3 
One of the vouchers is dated November 17, 1871, and lists plumbing work for 
$150 carried out by Tim 0. Noonan.74 According to Annual Work Reports, new 
plumbing was installed in the addition and the house during the 1899-1900 
construction and renovation workJS The bathroom addition was demolished in 
1959 to restore the house's exterior to its 1865 appearance. This bathroom was 
replaced with a small one, comprised of a sink and toilet, which was installed in 
the first floor of the rear ell addition in 1959 (Room 13). A porcelain janitor sink is 
located in the westernmost room on the first floor of the rear addition (Room 13). 

Refer to Part 1 E for a description and analysis of the existing plumbing system. 

71 NPS-NCR (FTNHS) Collection- Annual Report (Army Corps of Engineers). 

72 NPS-NCR Collection- Ford's Theatre National Historic Site, Annual Work Report 

submitted by Public Buildings and Public Parks of the National Capital. 

73 Olszewski, 54. 

74 Ibid, 67. 

75 NPS-NCR {FTNHS) Collection- Annual Report (Army Corps of Engineers). 
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D. Architectural Inventory (Character Defining Features, Spaces, Elements) 

Key to Terms and Implications for Appropriate Management of Historic Fabric 

Approaching preservation of an entire historic property to exacting "restoration" 
standards is a daunting and costly prospect for building managers. A 
recognized historic preservation practice is to "zone" the building and property 
according to the respective contribution to the resource's character and actual 
appearance at the time historic significance was established- in this case the 
night the Petersen's house became famous with President Lincoln's death in the 
small, rear bedroom. 

Restoration as Level of Treatment: 
Restoration is undertaken to depict a property at a particular period 
of time in its history, while removing evidence of other periodsJ6 

Restoration Zones of Petersen House 
The following spaces of the house stood as direct witness to the tragic events 
through the evening prior to President Lincoln's death and are considered 
significant, or contributing-primary: 

• Front Elevation facing Tenth Street, including curving Brownstone steps 
• Rear Elevation of House (including Back Porch} and Rear Ell (1) 
• First Floor level rooms of Main House, including Hall, Front and Rear Parlors 
• First Floor level room of Rear Ell where Lincoln was placed- "Death Room" 

Contributing-primary: These features, spaces and elements of the house 
are original to the period of significance (April 14-15, 1865}. Within a 
restoration zone, these receive utmost priority, with protection of original 
historic fabric critical. Elements that are not original within a restoration 
zone and have been replicated to match the 1865 appearance due to 
damage or deterioration receive s~condary priority, but many of these 
early replicated features have gained historic significance on their own 
merit, due to the early commemoration of this property. If there is 
evidence of missing features or elements within restoration zones, then 
reconstruction should be considered, only if sufficient physical or 
documentary evidence is available. Introduction of modern devises for 
fire suppression and security for instance should be discreetly located to 
minimize visual impact. 

76 The Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties, U.S. 
Department of the Interior, National Park Service, 1995. 
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Preservation as Level of Treatment: 
Preservation focuses on the maintenance and repair of existing historic 
materials and retention of a property's form os it has evolved over time. 
This treatment includes protection and stabilizationJ7 

Preservation Zones of Petersen House 
The following elements of the house were present in April of 1865, but were not 
directly touched by the death scene. They are considered significant, but at a 
lower priority or contributing-secondary: 

• Basement level rooms of Main House and Rear Ell ( 1}, portion rebuilt 1863 
• First Floor level room of Rear Ell ( 1) -directly behind "Death Room" 
• Second Floor level rooms of Main House 
• Third Floor level rooms of Main House 
• Roof of Main House and Rear Ell 
• Alley Easement to north. 

Contributing-secondary: These features, spaces and elements of the 
house are original to the period of significance (April 14-15, 1865), and 
should be retained and protected. In order to maintain a restoration level 
treatment in adjoining spaces, some of these secondary, supporting areas 
have received minor alterations to meet management and code 
requirements or have been used for modernization of building systems. 
Within preservation zones, reconstruction of missing features or elements is 
not required. 

Rehabilitation as Level of Treatment: 
Rehabilitation acknowledges the need to alter or add to a historic 
property to meet continuing or changing uses while retaining the 
property's historic characterJB 

Rehabilitation Zones of Petersen House 
The following elements of the site were not present in April of 1865 and are 
considered of no significance or noncontributing: 

• Rear Ell (2) built during the 1870s containing one room on each of two 
floors at time of construction. 

• Roofing material. 
• Garden with brick garden wall/gate separating the garden from the alley. 

77 Ibid. 
78 Ibid. 

PART 1 D: Page 2 
HISTORIC STRUCTURE REPORT 

Architectural Inventory 



Petersen House-House Where Lincoln Died Ford's Theatre National Historic Site 

Noncontributing: These building elements were added after the time 
period of Lincoln's death, and if retained, are ideal locations to sensitively 
introduce adaptive use requirements (interior adaptation to modern 
needs only). Demolition may be considered by park managers, if this 
action is imperative to accurately interpret the period of significance, as 
determined by a General Management or Development Concept Plan. 

This was recognized as early as 1959, when requirements to relocate a 
bathroom and modern plumbing were met within the post-1865 building. 
Other post-1865 additions that severely altered the historic configuration 
of the house from its 1865 appearance were demolished in 1959. 

Other items that may be considered noncontributing are those building 
materials or features that have been replaced over time, but are differing 
materials that do not match the original or 1865 appearance or condition. 

Physical Condition of Feature, Space or Element (as noted in Inventory) 

Action if in Good condition: 
• Continue routine maintenance and periodic inspections to determine 

special treatment requirements, if any. 
• Continue to protect and preserve historic and/or architectural integrity of 

feature, space or element, within framework of Preservation Treatment 
Zone (Restoration, Preservation or Rehabilitation). 

Action if in Fair condition: 
• Make necessary repairs and/or restore to good condition, as soon as 

funds are available. 
• Begin routine maintenance and periodic inspections to determine special 

treatment requirements in order to maintain condition at higher level. 
• Readjust priorities to protect and preserve historic and/or architectural 

integrity of feature, space or element, within framework of Preservation 
Treatment Zone (Restoration, Preservation or Rehabilitation). 

Action if in Poor condition: 
• Make necessary repairs and/or restore to good condition, immediately­

risk to historic fabric is not acceptable preservation practice. 
• Begin routine maintenance and periodic inspections to determine special 

treatment requirements in order to maintain condition at higher level. 
• Readjust priorities to protect and preserve historic and/or architectural 

integrity of feature, space or element, within framework of Preservation 
Treatment Zone (Restoration, Preservation or Rehabilitation). 
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Inventory of Exterior Character Defining Features, Spaces and Elements 

- -

East Elevation- Front Facing_ Tenth Street. S.E. -
Feature Dales Original or Contributing- Comments/ 
(Designation #- to: Replica/Phy. primary /secondary 
re: drawings) Condition or Noncontributing 
Exterior door 1849 Appears Contributing- Main entrance door of 
(6 panel) Original/ primary wood-6 panels. 
(EEl) Good Varnished in 1903. 

condition 
Door enframement 1849 Appears Contributing- Simple, !lot pilasters 
w/dentil trim Original, primary surround main door and 
(EE2) Restored in transom above, with 

1959. architrave capped by a 
Good hood. Constructed out 
condition of wood. 

Basement door 1849 1959 Contributing- Original door first 
14 pone!) Replica/ primary replaced in 1916. New 
(EE3) Good white pine door installed 

condition durinq 1959 rehab. 
Transom above door 1849 Appears Contributing- Street address painted 
(EE4) Original/ primary on single light. 

Good 
condition 

Steps to Basement- 1849 Appears Contributing- 1959 Rehab Plans 
Brownstone Original/ primary indicate that the 
(EE5) Good "existing stairs and floor 

condition shall remain." 
Brownstone steps, 1B49 Original Contributing- Repaired in 1928 when a 
platform, columns, damaged primary sightseeing bus ran into 
and granite base in 1928, steps and columns. 
(EE6) replaced Brownstone platform 

w/1959 and steps were 
Replica/ corroding from rusting 
Fair condition iron rails, and was rebuilt 

exactly as before. 
Cast-iron railings 1849 Original, Contributing- Removed and repaired 
(EE7) Restored in primary in 1959 and reinstalled 

1959. with new brownstone 
Fair condition stairs (Source: Annual 

Reports, NPS-NCR 
Collection). 

Wood cornice/built-in 1849 Appears Contributing- Integral gutter system 
gutter system and Original/ primary feeds to collector 
copper collector Good (reconst. 1959). 
(EES) condition 
Commemorative 1883 1923 Bronze Contributing-primary Circa 1883 marble 
plaque (EE9): plaque/ (Feature post-1865 plaque replaced in 

1'1-morble 1883 Good but significant port of new location between 
2"''-bronze 1923 condition commemoration) Basement and First Fir. 
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East Elevation, cont. 
Feature Dates Original or Contributing- Comments 
(Designation #- to: Replica/Phy primary /secondary 
re: drawings) Condition or Noncontributing 
Fenestration 1849 Original/ Contributing- Three bays - typical of 
pattern Condition- primary Greek Revival row 
{EE10) N/A houses. 
Sash, sills, and 1849 Original/ Contributing- The sash and sills are 
lintels- simple primary wood, and the lintels are 
wood hoods Sash & sills- wood covered with 
(EE11) Poor copper sheeting. 

condition _(Source: Chasel. 
Louvered shutters- 1849 Replica - late Contributing- Louvered shutters with a 
First, Second and 19th c. primary center rail were installed 
Third Floors. original between 1883 and 1894. 
(EE12} design was Pre-1883 shutters and 

replicated replacements have no 
in 1959. center rail. 
Good cond. 

Paneled shutters- 1849 Appear to Contributing- Shutters at middle bay 
Basement be Original/ Primary are missing. 

{EE13} Fair cond. 
Red brick running 1849 Original/ Contributing-primary In 1905 {and possibly 
bond fa<;:ade before) and 1911 the 
(EE14) Good fa<;ade was painted red 

condition · with penciled mortar 
joints. Sandblasted, 
waterproofed and 
repainted in 1959. 

Roof 1849- 20th c. Noncontributing Original slate roof 
(Main House Block} slate replace- replaced with a painted 
(EElS) 1914- ments do not tin roof in 1914 (1959 

metal match drawings show copper?). 
1995- original Replaced in 1994 with 
metal material. batten seam metal. 
replace Good cond. 
d 

Red Brick 1849 Original but Contributing- East chimney reduced in 
Chimneys altered/ secondary height from I 0 feet to 2 
(EE16} Fair cond. feet in 1959 and capped. 
Cast-iron foot 1849, Original · Contributing-primary, Portion of footscraper 
scraper and Restored granite base; but part of feature is believed to be original to 
granite base in 1959 foot scraper missing. house, added to Lincoln 
(EE17} is missing. Museum's collection in 

Granite- 19 43-installed (w /missing 
Good cond. portion refabricated) on 

original granite block in 
1959-in 1968 HABS photo. 
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North Elevation 
Feature Dales Original or Contributing- Comments 
{Designation #- to: Replica/Phy primary /secondary 
re: drawings) Condition or Noncontributing 
Former By 1865, Original- Contributing- Originally was an alley 
alley/Easement In 1896- space secondary providing access to rear 
passageway perpet. enclosed yard of house-possibly 
(NEl) ease- according to enclosed when row 

ment 1865 house to north was built 
deeded engravings. prior to 1865. Walls 

Good cleaned in 1959. 
condition 

Easement door By 1865- Replicated Contributing- Door was rebuilt using 
(NE2) earliest in 1959, secondary original material in 1959. 

house Replaced Current door appears to 
engrav. early 1990s. be newer 

Good reconstruction. 
condition 

Red brick common 1849 Original/ Contributing- Protected party wall 
band fa<;:ade at secondary with adjacent property. 
easement interior Good 
(NE3) condition 
Stone steps at east By 1865 Appears Contributing-
end of easement Original/ sec on dory 
(NE4) Good 

condition 
Stone lintel above By 1865 Appears Contributing-
easement door at Original/ primary 
Tenth St. facade Good 
(NE5) condition 
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West Elevation- Facing Rear Yard/Garden 
Feature Dates Original or Contributing- Comments 
(Designation #- to: Replica/Phy primary /secondary 
re: drawings) Condition or Noncontributing_ 
Jock arch brick 1849 Appears Contributing-primary Replaced w/conc. 
lintels Original/ lintels at 3 windows in 
(WEl) Good south bay 

condition 
Concrete pre-cast By Replaced Noncontributing Brick lintels must have 
lintels on south bay 1958 1849 lintels/ failed-not replaced 
(WE2) Good cond. w/in-kind material. 
Fenestration pattern 1849 Original/ Contributing-primary Window removed for 
(WE3) Condition- bathroom was replaced 

N/A in-kind in orig. position. 
Red brick common 1849 Original Contributing-primary In 1905 and 19ll the 
bondfo<;ade fo<;ode was pointed red 
(WE4) Fair condition with penciled mortar 

joints. Sandblasted, 
waterproofed and 
repainted in 1959. 

Stepped brick 1849 Original I Contributing-primary Very simple. 
cornice Good Exposed gutter on rear. 
(WES) condition 
Back porch By May be Contributing- Porch was in place by 
(WE6) 1865 original secondary 1865. Upper level was 

feature, but enclosed with windows/ 
exist. porch wood paneling in 1908. 
[altered) Iron covering was 
dates to removed from the roof 

I 
1959. in 19ll. Windows, 
Good paneling, and floor 
condition replaced, and stairs to 

yard- added in 1959. 
Door to Hall 1959? Replica Contributing- Appears to be a 
[Basement Room 9) [altered) secondary Replacement, but 
[4 panel w/glazing Fair condition altered version of orig. 
above)(WE7) 
Door to Boiler Room 1849 Appears Contributing-primary Paneled louvers have 
[Basement Room Original- been added within 2 
ll) but minor lower panels. Glazing 
[6 panel) alterations. above. Hardware 
(WEB) Fair cond. appears original. 
Window shutters 1849- N/A Missing element Shutter hinge hardware 
assumed louvered absent remains on original 
(WE9) by window frames. 

1959 
Window wood 6/6 1849 Appear Contributing- Wood [Source: Chose) 
sash/wood sills Original/ primary 
(WElO} Poor cond. 
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South Elevation- Rear Ell Addition (1} Facing Yard/Garden 
Feature Dates Original or Contributing- Comments 
(Designation #- to: Replica primary /secondary 
re: drawingsl (Condition) or Noncontributing 
Jack arch brick 1863 Appear Contributing-primary 
lintels (at Basement (east 3 Original I Feature dates to 1863 
level onlyl (REL 1) bays) Fair cond. reconstruction. 
Fenestration pattern 1863 Original/ Contributing-primary 
(REL2) (east 3 Condition- Feature dates to 1863 

bays) N/A reconstruction. 
Window 6/6 sash 1863 Original/ Contributing-primary Wood. (Source: Chase). 
and wood sills (east 3 Poor Feature dates to 1863 
(REL3) bays) condition reconstruction. 
Door on east 1863 Appears Contributing-primary Wood, ptd. 
elevation (4 panel) Original/ 
(REL4) Fair 

condition 
Door on south By 1865 Replica but Contributing- Wood, ptd. 
elevation (4 panel) altered in secondary Door to porch is copy of 
at first floor/porch 1959. original (installed by 1871). 
(REL5) Good Hung from opposite side 

condition of door casing for 
structural reasons. 

Red brick common 1863 Original Contributing- Unknown if this wall was 
bondfac:;ade (east 3 primary (feature sand blasted, 
(REL6) bays) Fair to poor dates to 1865} waterproofed and 

condition repainted in 1959. 
Window shutters 1863- N/A Missing element Shutter hinge hardware 
assumed louvered, absent remains on original 
but no by 1959 window frames. 
documentation 
(REL7) 
Metal roof 1994- Replace- Noncontributing Batten seam metal-
(REL8) 1995 ment modern replaced former 

material in- tin roofing-covers sections 
kind for tin 1 and 2 of Ell and Porch. 
(post-1865}. 
Good 
condition 

Garden-brick wall 1899- Feature Noncontributing Height has been reduced 
{S4)- see also chart altered adapted No documentation from two-stories to 8 feet 
for Site, pg. 28 1959/ from stor. indicates a brick wall in 1959 w/demo of 

rebuilt bldg. wall/ in this location prior to coalshed. Patched in 
1994 rebuilt. the 1899 addition of 1959. Reconstructed in 

Good coalshed. An 1888 1994 masonry workshop. 
condition Sanborn map shows 

a frame structure. 
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Petersen House-House Where Lincoln Died Ford's Theatre National Historic Site 

South Elevation- Rear Ell Addition (2) Facing Yard/Garden 
Feature Dates Original or Contributing- Comments 
(Designation#- to: Replica primary I secondary 
re: drawings) (Condition) or Noncontributing 
Jack arch brick 1870s Original to Noncontributing - Addition dates to 1870s-
lintels (west 2 Addition/ feature post 1865. post 1865. 
(REL9) bays) Fair cond. 
Fenestration pattern 1870s Original to Noncontributing -

( (RELl 0) (west 2 Addition feature post 1865. 
bays) 

Window 6/6 sash 1870s Appears Noncontributing - Wood. (Source: Chase). 
and wood sills (west 2 Original to feature post 1865. 
(RELll) bays) Addition. 

Poor cond. 
West elevation 1870s Appears Noncontributing - West exterior wall of 1870s 
(brick masonry) wall Original to feature post 1865. addition was enclosed 
(REL12) uncov- Addition- with plaster when 1899 

ered in cut door addition was constructed. 

I 1959. openings 1959 renovation 
filled in 1959. demolished coalshed 
Poor leaving wall exposed. 
condition 1899 openings were 

Q_atched. 
Red brick common 1870s Original to Noncontributing - Unknown if this wall was 
bondfa<;:ade (west 2 Addition/ feature post 1865. sandblasted. 
(REL13) bays) Fair Waterproofed and 

condition repainted in 1959. 
Door on south 1870s Appears Noncontributing - Wood with four lights. 
elevation (REL14) Original to feature post 1865. 

Addition/ 
Poor con d. 

Window shutters 1870s- N/A Missing element Shutler hinge hardware 
assumed louvered absent remains on original 
(REL15) by window frames. 

1959 
Chimney 1870s Appears Noncontributing - Potentially first used as flue 
(brick masonry- Original to feature post 1865. for stove (cooking and/or 
capped with cone. Addition. healing). Capped with 
In 1959.) but altered. concrete- now used as 
(REL16) Good vent chase for bathroom. 

condition 
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Petersen House-House Where Lincoln Died Ford's Theatre National Historic Site 

Inventory of Interior Character Defining Features, Spaces and Elements 

Basement Floor-Main House Block 
Feature Date Original or Contributing- Comments 
(Designation #- s Replica/Phy primary/se 
re: drawings} to: Condition condary 

or Noncontributing 
Floorboards in front 1849 Appear Contributing- Painted dark brown. Some 
room (Room 1 0) Original secondary boards appear to be 
(pld. pine-narrow) replaced along south wall 
(Bfl) Fair condition (perhaps at the location of 

a stove or fireplace or far 
access to crawl space). 

Concrete floor in By Replace- Noncontributing Wood floor removed and 
back room- Boiler 1908? men! (not in- crawl space excavated for 
Rm. (Room II) kind) slab-creating step down. 
(BF2) Boiler room referred to as 

Fair condition early as 1908. Concrete 
parging at wall base 
contributes to risino damp. 

Floorboards in Hall ? Replace- Noncontributing Are wider than others in 
(std. pine) (Room 9) ment (not in- house. Are placed 
(BF3) kind) perpendicular to other 
Note-Hal/ became boards due to joist 
visitor exitway in Fair condition direction. Rubber floor 
19 59 - receives matting added to floor in 
more traffic. 1959. 
Baseboards in 1849 Appear Contributing- Only some baseboards 
portions of Hall radio- Original/ secondary remain since most have 
(ptd. wood) tors: Fair condition been replaced with cast 
(BF4) or (BF4r) 1953 iron baseboard radiators. 
Exposed brick 1849 Original Noncontributing - Plaster failed and was 
interior wall in Hall bricks are wall intended to be removed for safety. 
(Room 9) exposed. finished Investigation required 
(BF5) Poor cond. before repair. 
Door surrounds 1849 Appear Contributing-
(BF6) Original/ secondary 

Fair cond. 
Interior Doors (front 1849 All appear to Contributing- Repaired in 1945. Door 
room, front room be Original secondary from Hall to Room 11 is 
closet, back room, metal on boiler room side. 
closet under stairs) Door to closet under stairs 
(4 panels)(BF7) is louvered. 

(Fair condition I 
Plaster walls on 1906, Ceilings Contributing- Removed from portions of 
masonry/ 1959 replaced secondary the front room in 1959. 
All plaster surfaces with metal Plaster in Room II repaired 
at ceilings tested- lath (former and pointed up in 1906, 
now on metal lath. wood lath and replastered in 1959. 
(BFS) removed). 

Fair cond. 
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Petersen House-House Where lincoln Died Ford's Theatre National Historic Site 

Newel post, stairs, 1849 Appear Contributing- Repaired and painted in 
balustrade, and Original/ secondary 1943-44. Stairs not used by 
wood paneling Good visitors. 
under stairs (BF9) condition 

Basement Floor (Ground Level) 
Rear Ell Addition f 1) - Room 12 (Former Kitchen) 
Feature Dates Original or Contributing- Comments 
(Designation #- to: Replica/Phy primary /secondary 
re: drawings) Condition or Noncontributing 
Door surround at 1863 Replace- Noncontributing Standard millwork trim, 
areaway to house ment-not in not painted 
(BFlO) kind 
Window surrounds 1863 Appear Contributing-
(BFll) Original/ secondary 

Fair cond.-
interior only 

Baseboards 1863 Original but Contributing- Peeling paint. 
(wood-ptd.) mull. floor secondary 
(BF12} replacement/ 

Poorcond. 
Pine Floorboards- Unknown Replaced in Noncontributing Wood, formerly laid on 
random width. when 1906 and sleepers- multiple 
This kitchen had wood first 1986 due to termite infestations. 
herringbone brick installed, deterioration Painted dark brown. 
floor at one time- but prior · of sleepers New floor laid in 1906 
most likely before to 1906 and boards. [Annual Report). 
fire. This is when first Repaired. stained and 
documented in replaced. Good waxed in 1959. 
archaeological condition Replaced without use of 
report. 1991. sleepers on pressure 
(BF13) treated joists after 

excavation/ventilation 
of crawl space. 

Door to areaway 1863 Appears Contributing-primary 4 panel, wood-ptd. 
(BF14) Original/ 

Fair cond. 
Plaster walls 1863 Original but Contributing- Peeling paint-evidence 
(BF15} repaired. secondary of water damage 
Original plaster Poor cond. 
clg. is concealed. 
Newel post, stairs, 1863 Original/ Contributing-
balustrade (BF16) Fair cond. secondary 
Pressed-tin ceiling post-1865 New feature Contributing - Wallpaper discovered 
and cornice- most -installed secondary, due to beneath tin cornice. Tin 
suspended below likely over plaster. time material has cornice and molding are 
plaster Poor cond.- been in place. not original. but are 
(BF17} peeling paint quite old. 
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Petersen House-House Where Lincoln Died Ford's Theatre National Historic Site 

Basement Floor (Ground Level} 
Rear Ell Addition (2}- Room 13 (Restroom and Janitor) 
Feature Dates Original or Contributing- Comments 
{Designation#- to: Replica/Phy. primary /secondary 
re: drawings) Condition or Noncontributing 
Window surround 1870s Original to Noncontributing Ornate profile design sets 
(BF18) Addition, apart from Rear Ell ( 1). 

post-1865. 
Fair cond. 

Door surrounds 1870s Original to Noncontributing Ornate profile design sets 
(BF19) Addition, apart from Rear Ell ( 1). 

post-1865. Doorway leading to 
Fair condition Room 12 was cut in 

exterior mas. wall when 
1870s addition was built. 

Exterior door 1870s Original to Noncontributing Large glass panel above 
(BF20) Addition, w/41ights, 2 panels below. 

post-1865. Wood-ptd. 
Poor cond. 

Door to Room 12 1870s ? Noncontributing Wood-ptd. 
(BF21) Fair cond. 
Baseboards 1870s Original to Noncontributing Only on exterior walls. 
(exterior walls only) Addition, 
(BF22) post-1865. 

Poor cond. 
Floor- Vinyl Tile 1959 Replace- Noncontributing Concrete slab installed in 
Squares on mastic ment- 1959 conversion of space 
over Concrete Slab not in kind. to restroom/janitor closet. 
(BF23) Fair condition Slab may be creating 

rising damp at mas. wall. 
Plaster Walls on 1870s Original to Noncontributing Interior walls/doors new to 
Masonry (exterior Addition, 1959 rehabilitation. 
walls only) post-1865. Rising Damp created by 
(BF24) Poor slab-plaster exhibits 

condition advanced efflorescense. 
Chase Wall 1870s Original to Noncontributing 1959 rehab. plans 
(now in Restroom- Addition, indicate that a brick 
vent for plumbing) post-1865. hearth was once located 
(BF25) at the base of the chase 

Poor -indicates that this was 
condition the location of a stove-

possibly a later kitchen. 
Rising Damp evident, 
requires investiqation. 

Radiator-wall hung ? ?/Good Noncontributing Distinctive design-early. 
(BF26) condition 
Plumbing Fixtures 1959 New, basic Noncontributing Janitor sink replaced 
sink, toilet, slop sink modern/ earlier sink in 1959-may 
(BF27) Fair cond. have been kitchen sink. 
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Petersen House-House Where Lincoln Died Ford's Theatre National Historic Site 

First Floor, Hall (Room 1 07) 
Feature Date Original or Contributing- Comments 
(Designation #- s Replica/Phy primary /secondary 
re: drawings) to: Condition or Noncontributing 
Door surrounds 1849 Appear Contributing-primary Den tiled wood surrounds, 
(Ffl) Original/ ptd. (around doors to 

Good front and rear parlors, and 
condition main entrance). 

Baseboards 1849 Appear Contributing-primary Half of baseboards have 
(wood-ptd.) radio- Original/ been replaced with cast 
(FF2) or (FF2r) tors: Good iron baseboard radiators. 

1953 condition 
Door to basement 1849 Appears Contributing-primary Six-panels, wood-ptd. 
(FF3) Original/ 
Newel post, stairs, 1849 Appear Contributing-primary Repaired and painted in 
balustrade, and Original/ 1943-44. Stairs covered 
wood paneling with carpet runner. Stairs 
under stairs Good not used by visitors. 
(FF4) condition 
Plaster walls 1849 Most are Contributing-primary Plaster was patched in the 
(FFS) Original-on first floor Hall using metal 

wood loth. lath as the substrate in 
Good cond. 1959. 

Pear-shaped single mid- Replaced Contributing- Antique period 
hanging fixture 1800s 1890 fixture. secondary replacement of original 
(FF6) Good fixture (installed in 1979). 

condition 
Floorboards under 1849 Appear Contributing-primary Repaired, stained, waxed, 
carpeting (random Original/ and carpeted in 1959. 
width pine) Good cond.-
(FF7) protected 

from troflic) 
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Petersen House-House Where Lincoln Died Ford's Theatre National Historic Site 

First Floor, Parlors (Rooms 1 00 and 1 02) 
Feature Date Original or Contributing- Comments 
(Designation#- s Replica/Phy primary /secondary 
re: drawings) to: Condition or Noncontributing 
Window surrounds 1849 Appear Contributing-primary Dentiled wood surrounds, 
(FF8) Original/ ptd. (Good condition) 

Good cond. 
Door surrounds 1849 Appear Contributing-primary Dentiled wood surrounds, 
(FF9) Original/ ptd. (Good condition) 

Good cond. 
Baseboards 1849 Appear Contributing-primary West wall of Room 102 
(wood-ptd.) Original/ and east and north walls 
(Ffl 0) or (Ffl Or) radio- Good of Room 1 00 hove been 

tors: condition replaced w/boseboord 
1953 heating. 

Floorboards under 1849 Appear Contributing-primary New linoleum laid in 
carpeting (random Original/ 1915. Repaired, stained, 
width pine} Good waxed, and carpeted in 
1Ffll) condition 1959. 
Door surround at 1849 Appears Contributing-primary Dentiled wood surround. 
Iorge opening Original/ Hinges ore still in place 
connecting both Good [and show that the doors 
parlors (wood-ptd.} condition were not pocket doors, 
(FF12) but rather opened into 

front parlor) 
Paired Doors 1849 N/A Missing element Appear in stereograph of 
between parlors parlors, 1892 [Figure 8} 
(FF12a) 6 panel, wood-stained, 

also-curtains on rod 
within door openinQ. 

Doors to Hall 1849 Appear Contributing-primary 6-ponel, wood-ptd. 
(FF13) Original/ 

Good cond. 
Plaster walls 1849 Most are Contributing-primary A wide crack in the 
(FF14) Original- northeast corner of the 

covered in front parlor was plastered 
wallpaper using metal loth as 
Good cond. substrate in 1959. 

Marble mantels and 1849? Original?- Contributing-primary (Source: McClure -
cast-iron fireplace likely no known or secondary source unsubstantiated) 
fixed grille (FF15) later evidence Style suggests late 19th c. 

Good cond. 
Gasoliers-2 fixtures 1850s Replaced Contributing- Accurate period 
(FF 16) 1890 fixtures. secondary replacement of original 

Good cond. fixtures (installed in 1979). 
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Petersen House-House Where Lincoln Died Ford's Theatre National Historic Site 

First Floor- Rear Ell ( 1}, Death Room (Room 103) 
Feature Dotes Original or Contributing- Comments 
(Designation #- to: Replica/Phy primary /secondary 
re: drawings) Condition or Noncontributing 
Window surrounds 1863 Appear Contributing-primary wood-ptd .. simple 
{4"w x 1 :6"d) (FF17) Original/ profile 

Good cond-
interior 

Door surround 1863 Appears Contributing-primary (except rear wall) 
(3"w X 1 "d) (FF18) Original/ wood ptd., simple profile 

Good cond-
interior 

Baseboards 1863 Appear Contributing-primary North/south wall bose-
(4 Y2"h plain profile, radio- Original/ boards have been 
wood-ptd.) (FF19) or tors: Good replaced w/baseboard 
(FF19r) 1953 condition radiator heotina. 
Door to bock porch By Replica- Contributing- Door to porch is copy of 
(4 panel. wood-ptd.) 1865 altered 1959. secondary original(instolled by 
(FF20) Good 1865). Hung from 

condition opposite side of door 
casing for structural 
reasons. 

Door on rear wall 1849 Original door Contributing- Originol1863 door was 
(4 panel, wood-ptd.) from secondary replaced in the 1932 
(FF21) alternate renovation. The current 

location in door was placed on the 
house. rear wall in 1979, and is 
Good on original 1849 door 
condition from third floor of house. 

Rear Wall 1863 Replica Contributing- Rear wall was removed 
(FF22) dotes to secondary by Oldroyd to make 

1932, altered way for display cases 
in 1979. (1896-1905). Thewall 
Good was replaced during 
condition 1932 restoration. 

S-shaped wall mid- Replaced Contributing- Accurate reproduction 
gaslight bracket 1800s 1890 fixture. secondary of original fixture from 
(FF23) Good cond. photo (installed in 1979). 
Floorboards under 1863 Assume Contributing-primary, Refinished in 1959. Plywd 
carpeting Original/ but material is covering added in 1959 
(FF24) Poor cond. concealed. and replaced in 1979. 
Plaster walls 1863 Appear Contributing-primary Water damage to 
(FF25) Original, but plaster walls led to 1979 

some repairs. restoration and 
Good cond. accurate reproduction 

of wallpaper. 
Sloped ceiling 1863 Original/ Contributing-primary 
(FF26) Fair 

condition 
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Petersen House-House Where Lincoln Died Ford's Theatre National Historic Site 

First Floor- Rear Ell ( 1}, Room 1 04 Behind Death Room} 
Feature Dates Original or Contributing- Comments 
(Designation #- to: Replica/Phy primary /secondary 
re: drawings) Condition or Noncontributing 
Window surround 1863 Appears Contributing-primary wood-ptd., simple 
(4"w x 1 W'd} (FF27) Original/ profile 

Good cond-
interior 

Baseboards 1863 Appear Contributing-primary South wall baseboard 
(4 W'h plain profile, radio- Original/ has been replaced 
wood-ptd.) (FF28) or tors: Good w/baseboard radiator. 
(FF28r) 1953 condition 
Doorway to Rm 1 05 1870s New 1870s Noncontributing Doorway is cased 
(FF29} feature to opening in once exterior 

access rear. masonry wall-no door 
Good cond. 

Door at stairway 1863 Original door Noncontributing Current door not to 
(FF30) (Glass panel has been period-does not fit 
w/61ights/2 panels replaced. opening. 
below, wood-ptd.) Poorcond. 
Wood enclosure at 1863 Original/ Contributing-primary vertical, beaded board, 
stairway (FF31)_ Good cond. ptd. 
Plaster walls 1863 Appear Contributing- Walls covered with grass 
(FF32) Original/ secondary (beyond cloth - not to period 

public visitation area) 
Sloped plaster 1863 Original I Contributing-primary Some cracking. 
ceiling (FF33) Fair cond. 

First Floor- Rear Ell (2), Room 105 
Feature Dates Original or Contributing- Comments 
(Designation#- to: Replica/Phy primary /secondary 
re: drawings) Condition or Noncontributing 
Window surrounds 1870s Original to Noncontributing - Ornate profile design 
{FF34) Addition/ post-1865 sets apart from Rear Ell 

Fair cond. ll). 
Baseboard- 1870s Original to Noncontributing - South/north/west wall 
wood-ptd. Addition/ post-1865 baseboards have been 
(FF35) or (FF35r) radiat Good replaced w /baseboard 

1953 condition radiator heating. 
Flooring- wood 1870s- Original to Noncontributing - Wood is concealed by 
boards w/Vinyl Tile new Addition/ post-1865 vinyl-was not inspected. 
(FF36) cover Fair cond. 
Plaster walls on 1870s Original to Noncontributing - Covered with grasscloth 
masonry ext. walls/ Addition/ post-1865 wallcovering. 
chase (FF37l Fair cond. 
Sloped plaster 1870s Original to Noncontributing - Some cracking. 
ceiling Addition/ post-1865 
(FF38) Fair cond. 
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Petersen House-House Where Lincoln Died Ford's Theatre National Historic Site 

Second Floor- Main House Block (Rooms 201, 202, 203} 
Feature Dates Original or Contributing- Comments 
(Designation #- to: Replica/Phy primary /secondary 
re: drawings) Condition or Noncontributing 
Window surrounds 1849 Original/ Contributing- Typical Greek Rev. detail 
wood, ptd. (SFl} Fair cond.- secondary 

interior 
Baseboards, 6 1N' h. 1849 Original/ Contributing- Plain board w /top bevel 
wood, ptd. (SF2) Fair cond. secondary 
Floorboards- 1849 Appear Contributing- Pine, random width, ptd. 
patched at hearths Original/ secondary 
(SF3} Fair cond. 
Door surrounds 1849 Original/ Contributing- Typical Greek Rev. detail 
wood, ptd. (SF4} Fair cond. secondary 
Door surround at 1849- May not be Contributing- Same profile as door and 
large opening 1932 Original but secondary, due to window surrounds on 
connecting Rooms matched time feature has been second floor. There are 
201 & 203 original trim. in place, indicates no hinges [which imply it 
(SF5} Good cond. rooms used as parlor may not be original). 
Doors-6 panel/at 1849 Original/ Contributing- Many have original rim 
rooms/closets (SF6} Good cond. secondary mounted door hardware 
Doors-5 horiz. panel Circa Replace- Noncontributing These were added in 
(SF7) 1900 ments- not existing openings - do 

in kind. not match original doors. 
Good cond. 

Plaster walls 1849 Most Noncontributing Repairs made to second 
(SF8) repairs replaced in floor plaster in 1929; half 

1946, entirety. of plaster replaced in 
1959 Fair to poor 1946; all rooms 

condition replastered in 19 59. 
Mantels in front and 1849 Original/ Contributing- Wood, ptd., simple style-
rear rooms (SF9) Good cond. secondary 
Fireplace grate 1849 Appears Contributing- Cast-iron- fireplace is 
cover in large front Original/ secondary bricked in behind it. 
room (Room 201) Fair cond. Room 202 fireplace has 
(SF10) plaster infill. 
Radiators-2 pipe 1900 New feature Noncontributing Hot water heat. Located 
(SFll) post-1865/ in Rooms 201/202. Steam 

Fair cond. heat dates to 1900. 
Closets in front and 1849 Appear Contributing- Located on exterior-wall 
rear rooms Original/ secondary side of fireplace. Wood 
(SF12) Poor shelves (very shallow). 

condition Six-paneled doors. 
Evidence of hooks. 

Balustrade and 1849, Appear Contributing- Repaired and painted in 
stairs wall/ Original but secondary, but wall 1943-44. Wall w/5 horiz 
(SF13) and (SF13w) door? altered/ Noncontributing (wall panel door on landing 

Fair cond. appears reversible) below 2nd Fir was added 
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Petersen House-House Where Lincoln Died Ford's Theatre National Historic Site 

Third Floor- Main House Block (Rooms 301, 302, 303) 
Feature Dates Original or Contributing- Comments 
(Designation #- to: Replica/Phy primary /secondary 
re: drawings) Condition or Noncontributing 

Window surrounds 1849 Original/ Contributing- typical Greek Rev. detail-
wood, ptd. (TFl) Fair cond.- secondary a level simpler than 2nd Fir. 

interior 
Door surrounds 1849 Original/ Contributing- typical Greek Rev. detail-
wood, ptd. (TF2) Fair condition secondary a level simpler than 2nd Fir. 
Baseboards, 6 W' h 1849 Original/ Contributing- plain board w/top bevel 
wood, ptd. JTF3) Fair condition secondary 
Floorboards- 1849 Appear Contributing- Wood. Painted dark 
patched at Original/ secondary brown. Repaired, stained 
hearths. Fair condition and waxed in 1959 . 

. (TF4) 
Doors-6 panel at 1849 Appear Contributing- Many have original rim 
rooms/ closets (TF5) Original/ secondary mounted door hardware. 

Good 
condition 

Plaster walls 1849. Replace- Noncontributing Two-thirds of plaster 
(TF6) repair ment/ replaced in 1946. 

1946 Removed from portions of 
Fairto poor the front room on the third 
condition floor in 1959. Paint peeling 

and some efflorescence. 
Mantels in front 1849 Original/ Contributing- Wood, ptd., simple style. 
and rear rooms Good secondary 
(TF7) condition 
Fireplace 1849 Altered Contributing- Plaster on brick in fill. 
openings- closed date?/ secondary 
at Rooms 301 /302 Fair condition 
(TFS) 
Radiators-2 pipe 1900 New feature Noncontributing Hot water heat. Located 
(TF9) post-1865/ in Rooms 301/302. Steam 

I I. 
Fair condition heat dates to 1900. 

Access pane 1n ? New or Noncontributing Trim looks new. Provides 
ceiling of hall to altered access to attic and roof. 
attic (TFlO) feature/ 

Fair condition 
Closets in front and 1849 Appear Contributing- Located on exterior-wall 
rear rooms Original/ secondary side of fireplace. Wood 
(TFll} Poor shelves (very shallow). 

condition Four-paneled doors. 
Evidence of hooks and 
some hooks remain in 
place. 

Balustrade and 1849 Original/ Contributing- Repaired and painted in 
stairs (TF12) Fair condition secondary 1943-44. 
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Petersen House-House Where Lincoln Died Ford's Theatre National Historic Site 

Site (re: Basement Floor Plan) 
feature Dates Original or Contributing- Comments 
(Designation #- to: Replica/Phy primary/secondary 
re: drawings} Condition or Noncontributing 
South party wall Constr. Feature post- Noncontributing Covered in stucco in 
(concrete) date of 1865/ 1916. Patched in 1959. 
(Sl) adjoin. Good Wood fence added in 

bldg. condition 1980. 
North party wall 1873 Feature post- Noncontributing Patched in 1959 alter 
(brick masonry) 1865/ Poor demo. of coalshed. 
(S2) condition 
Open areaway at 1863 Altered Contributing - Wall reconstructed in 
Basement Level feature- secondary (has been 1863 to prevent future 
only dates to pre- altered with stairway fires in addition from 
(S3) 1865. to upper level porch spreading to main block 

Fair condition and brick flooring) of house. 

West wall at Alley 1959/ Feature Noncontributing- Height has been 
(masonry w/ rebuilt adapted no documentation reduced from two-
sandstone 1994 from stor. indicates a brick wall stories to 8 feet in 1959 
coping) bldg. wall/ in this location prior to w/demo of coalshed. 
(54) rebuilt. the 1899 addition of Patched in 1959. 

Good coalshed. Reconstructed in 1994 
condition masonry workshop. 

West wall gate - 1959/ New feature Noncontributing - 1888 Sanborn map 
wood rebuilt post-1865. gate location shows a one-story Ira me 
(S5) 1994 Good adapted from structure at the rear 

condition doorway of 1899 yard along the alley. 
coalshed. 

. Brick walkway 1959 New feature Noncontributing Concrete removed and 
(S6) post-1865. Courtyard filled to 

Fair condition desired height in 1959. 
Sidewalk on 1 Qth 1966 Replica Noncontributing - Repaving of the 
Street not based on no documentation to sidewalk in front of the 
(S7) evidence/ show actual house in a brick 

Fair condition condition or material herringbone pattern 
in 1865. carried out in 1966. 

Repairs scheduled. 
· Fence on south 1980 New feature Noncontributing A Fence repaired with 

wall post-1865. new material in 1911 
(cedar)-masks Good (unsure which?). 
adjoining bldg. condition 
wall (S8) 
Garden Design 1959/re- Replica of Noncontributing Graded and refilled in 
(Former Yard) design in Victorian 1959. Current 
(S9) 1979 design- configuration is stylistic, 

plants of era. not based upon 
Fair condition archaeological or 

documentary evidence. 
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Petersen House- House Where Lincoln Died Ford's Theatre National Historic Site 

E. Assessment of Physical Condition - Treatment Recommendations 

Architecture 

Petersen House has endured as a government owned and managed house 
museum for more than a century, and has in turn, received numerous attempts 
at renovation, rehabilitation and restoration over these 1 00 years, with each 
major episode directed towards a specific purpose and broader goal. Unlike 
many historic properties of this type and use, Petersen House has undergone 
these restoration efforts based on the highest historic preservation principles 
practiced at the time, and the discerning use of all known documentary 
resources that served to record the house's exterior and interior appearance at 
the time of Lincoln's death in 1865. The years in which these major overhaul 
projects were conducted {with respective goals} are: 1899-1900 (focused on 
general overhaul and modernization of systems}, 1932 (focused on renovation 
and furnishing of the First Floor Parlors and Death Room), 1958-59 (focused on 
exterior rehabilitation including removal of post-death building additions by 
private and public entities}, and 1979-80 (repairs and accurate restoration/ 
replica of interior features/finishes of exhibit spaces}- thus, roughly occurring 
every twenty-five years. As a result, many elements of the house have been 
replicated to match the original feature, when deterioration reached the point 
where repair was infeasible, or the architectural element was already missing. 

In interim years, between major projects conducted by the National Park 
Service and prior governmental custodial agencies, Annual Work Reports 
indicate that park staff performed or directed routine maintenance tasks, 
typically including the following: painting of interior and exterior wood door and 
window trim, repair and painting of window shutters, repairs of cracks to and 
painting of interior plaster, application of stain and wax to pine floor boards, and 
application of varnish to main entrance door. Accordingly, many layers of paint 
can be found on original historic elements, a factor leading to current failure of 
the coatings to protect the encased wood material. Currently unchecked 
decay of significant character-defining wood features must be reversed if they 
are to be preserved, remaining in place for future generations of visitors to view. 

The presence of unwanted moisture and the related problems that follow, have 
collectively plagued Petersen House in recent years. Conditions that have been 
corrected within the last twenty years include collection and redirection of 
water run-off from the adjacent building's roof to the north, treatment for 
termite infestation and damaged floor assembly (sleepers on grade) in the 
former Kitchen {Room 12) with full replacement of flooring and structure with 
resistant materials, and full replacement of the metal roofing system. Rising 
damp within masonry walls remains a severe problem in several locations. 

HISTORIC STRUCTURE REPORT 
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Petersen House- House Where Lincoln Died Ford's Theatre National Historic Site 

General Notes on Condition and Use 
Refer to photographic references and Existing Condition Drawings; Architectural 

Elevations/Plans for specific location of condition/use notes. 

Concerns at Architectural Exterior: 
1. Deterioration of Brownstone Steps and Platform due to exposure to air­

born pollutants, heavy use by museum visitors, and freeze-thaw 
dynamic introduced by cast iron railings (corroding ends where 
imbedded into top of stone surface). 

2. Failure of pointing mortar at exterior face of masonry wall. 
3. Exposure induced paint failure on decorative wood elements, such as 

door entablature, wood cornice, and window shutters. 
4. Deterioration of window/door frames and panel/sash components due 

to exposure and failure of paint, allowing decay of wood material. 
5. Poor drainage of storm water from well at Basement Door-may have 

caused moisture related damage in masonry wall at Basement Hall. 
6. Water infiltration at North party wall due to inefficient and ill­

maintained stormwater drainage from roof of adjacent building. 
7. Watering practices for garden plant material located along 

foundation of exterior masonry walls, where soaking may exacerbate 
rising damp condition. 

Concerns at Architectural Interior: 
8. Rising Damp condition in base of masonry wail-in part created by 

modern addition of concrete slab on grade that directs trapped 
ground water to softer historic brick (acts as a wick). 

9. Missing functional components of window assemblies, such as turn 
locks, and sash weights. 

10. Extreme efflorescence/decay of historic plaster on interior face of 
masonry walls due to moisture infiltration through masonry wall or rising 
damp condition. 

11. Moisture induced failure of paint on interior plaster surfaces (cracking, 
peeling)-may create hazardous condition with presence of LBP. Moist 
conditions are not managed with lack of positive air flow and absence 
of conditioned air. 

12. Lack of ventilation and humidity control within exhibit area of house 
museum where historic artifacts are held and within storage spaces 
located throughout the balance of the house. Archival storage of 
historic documents and building materials, such as replicated 
wallpaper, are stored within spaces lacking these basic environmental 
requirements essential for appropriate conservation practice. 

13. Damage to restored or replicated materials and finishes due to direct 
exposure to heavy traffic of visitors. 
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Petersen House - House Where Lincoln Died Ford's Theatre National Historic Site 

Existing Condition of East Elevation- Front Facing Tenth Street, NW 

Physical Condition resulting from visual inspection, is assessed as FAIR with the 
following specific concerns that pose a direct threat to the preservation of 
historic building fabric (refer to Notes on Condition and Use-page 2, this section): 

Exterior Envelope and Materials- Systems of Protection: 
Concerns: Numbers 2 (in spots}, 4 (all windows, but Basement level 
windows are in worst condition-see photo below), and 5. 

Exterior Features and Elements- Functional and Decorative: 
Concerns: Numbers 1 and 3. 

Treatment of Deficiencies 

This face of the house is exposed to general public view, and presents the first 
significant image of the house and its contents to the visitor. Although this 
elevation is the best cared for of the house, it currently requires a level of repair 
and targeted restoration beyond maintenance, to include: 

• Perform lead paint abatement, repair and paint wood windows, hoods, 
cornice and shutters (replace or reinstall 1 set). 

• Alter use of Room 1 0 to exclude storage or secure Basement level shutters 
in closed position, to improve appearance of house by pedestrians. 

Original wood windows, hoods, sills, and paneled shutters at Basement Level windows require 
full, immediate repair and restoration. Visitors are unfortunately allowed to view interior clutter of 
store room and visually unattractive security grilles applied to interior of window openings. 

Photo AR-27 architrave p.c., architects 2/26/02 
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Petersen House- House Where Lincoln Died Ford's Theatre National Historic Site 

East (Front) Elevation of Petersen House- House Where Lincoln Died 
Photo AR-28 architrave p.c., architects 1!31!02 
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Petersen House - House Where Lincoln Died Ford's Theatre National Historic Site 

Existing Condition of West Elevation- Rear Facing Yard/Garden 

Physical Condition resulting from visual inspection, is assessed as FAIR with the 
following specific concerns that pose a direct threat to the preservation of 
historic building fabric (refer to Notes on Condition and Use-page 2, this section): 

Exterior Envelope and Materials- Systems of Protection: 
Concerns: Numbers 2 (in spots above rear porch), and 4 (all windows and 
doors, but those within upper porch enclosure are in better condition-see 
photos below). Historically inaccurate precast concrete lentils replaced 
brick jack arches at the upper windows within the south bay (see Photo 
AR-4 Part 1 C). 

Exterior Features and Elements- Functional and Decorative: 
Concerns: None applicable. Window Shutters are missing, and 
decorative wood features such as hoods at lentil locations and door 
entablatures were excluded from this less public, functional side of the 
building when initially constructed. 

Protected face of Rear Elevation at Exterior door and stone sill of Boiler Room 
porch location. Window shutters were removed {most likely Jst kitchen location) appear 
to accommodate porch structure-rebuilt in 1959. original, yet altered w /added louvers. 
Photo AR-29 architrave p.c., architects 2/15/02 Photo AR-30 architrave p.c., architects 2/26!02 

HISTORIC STRUCTURE REPORT 
PART l E: Page 6 Assessment and Treatment - Architecture 



CONCERN #6: --/ 
PROTECTION FROM 
WATER INFILTRATION 

CONCERNS #7,8: 
PROTECTION FROM 
RISING DAMP IN WALL 

+ 

uiLit'•uLI N # 13: 
UI!\M/"\\:71:.. OF HISTORIC 

CATED FINISHES 

CONCERNS #9, 
11,12: POOR 
MAINTENANCE 

r1 

CONCERNS #3,4: 
ORIGINAL WINDOWS 

AND PORCH ELEMENTS 
(1959) 

CONCERN #2: 
MASONRY POINTING 

CONCERNS #7 ,8: 
PROTECTION FROM 

RISING DAMP IN WALL 

EXISTING CONDITIONS: ARCHITECTURE 

PETERSEN HOUSE-HWLD 
PORCH ELEVATION-SECTION AT REAR ELL 

2 10 

~ 
01 5 

SCALE OF FEET 

PART 1 E: Page 7 



Petersen House - House Where Lincoln Died Ford's Theatre National Historic Site 

Treatment of Deficiencies 

As on the front elevation of the house, wholesale door and window repair and 
repainting is essential to save the original building features, even though this side 
of the house is not currently seen by visitors. The ground floor areaway, under 
the rear porch, is frequently used as a storage zone, which is an inappropriate 
location to stockpile items from Ford's Theatre. Under the proposed upgrade 
project, this area will be enclosed to better control passive air conditioning of 
the interior. Visitors would then exit the Death Room through the rear porch and 
down the steps, to be directed back to the street, via the easement walkway 
(former alleyway). This pattern of circulation improves current visitor flow 
through the house and emergency egress, but does not meet ADA accessibility 
guidelines. 

West (Rear) Elevation and Garden (former yard) of Petersen House -House Where Lincoln Died 
Photo AR-3 J architrave p.c., architects J /31/02 
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Petersen House- House Where Lincoln Died Ford's Theatre National Historic Site 

Existing Condition of South and West Elevations- Rear Ell Facing Yard/Garden 

Physical Condition resulting from visual inspection, is assessed as POOR with the 
following specific concerns that pose a direct threat to the preservation of 
historic building fabric (refer to Notes on Condition and Use-page 2, this section): 

Exterior Envelope and Materials- Systems of Protection: 
Concerns: Numbers 2 (mortar missing in spots), 4 (all windows and doors­
decay is advanced in some members), 6 and 7 (South/West Elevations of 
rear ell). 

Exterior Features and Elements- Functional and Decorative: 
Concerns: None applicable. Window Shutters are missing, and 
decorative wood features were excluded from this less public, functional 
building addition. 

Treatment of Deficiencies 

This rear section of the house (exterior) is not generally exposed to public view, 
because of the controlled circulation patterns of visitors through the main house, 
and has evidently received little attention to building maintenance issues. 
Although a supporting structure, the rear ell is historically significant as it contains 
the Death Room and the former kitchen below. This building section requires 
immediate repairs of building elements to alleviate the serious concerns listed 
above. 

Rear Party Wall and West Elevation of Rear Ell where condition of brick masonry and pointing 
mortar is very poor. Planting beds along the base of the wall may be worsening rising damp. 

Photo AR-32 architrave p.c architects l /3 l /02 
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Petersen House - House Where Lincoln Died Ford's Theatre National Historic Site 

Intersection of original Rear Ell (rebuilt 1863) Condition of windows in Rear Ell are poor 
and 1870s extension, post Lincoln's death. with broken panes, cracked paint 

Lattice treatment is inappropriate to period. and missing shutters. 
Photos AR-33 and AR-34 architrave p.c., architects 1/31/02 

South Elevation (Rear Ell) of Petersen House -House Where Lincoln Died 
Photo AR-35 architrave p.c., architects 1/31102 
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Petersen House- House Where Lincoln Died Ford's Theatre National Historic Site 

Existing Condition of Basement Level 
Interior Spaces, Features and Finishes: 

Main House Block 
Hall (Room 9)- Condition Assessed as FAIR. Plaster was removed from a large 
section of wall due to probable rising damp condition or water intrusion 
(predicated by problematic drainage of stormwater from lowered entrance 
well} and/or structural settlement from heavy foot traffic above. Many visually 
obtrusive conduits and various pipes extend below the ceiling level, as this is not 
a restoration zone. 
Storage (Room 1 0) -Condition Assessed as FAIR. The use of this space by the 
Museum Bookstore and security grilles for such, create a visual distraction from 
the sidewalk, inappropriate for a restored historic property. 
Boiler Room (Room 11}- Condition Assessed as FAIR. The addition of a concrete 
slab floor and the parging treatment of the base of the brick masonry wall 
(interior to room) typically advance the probability of rising damp; however, no 
evidence was observed in the exterior face of the plaster finish. 
Alley- Condition Assessed as FAIR. Any storage within this narrow passage is 
inappropriate, although not useable currently as an emergency exitway, with 
the front door permanently locked. 

Rear Ell 
Former Kitchen (Room 12) -Condition Assessed as FAIR. Evidence remains of 
staining from water seepage at north wall (current mold/mildew growth), and 
condition is worsened by storage of large items (filing cabinets, boxes, etc.) 
along the wall. Many visually obtrusive conduits and various pipes have 
damaged early buHding fabric, including the pressed tin ceiling, and extend 
below the ceiling level. Termites are no longer evident with replaced floor and 
pressure-treated floor framing within excavated crawl space. 
Room in 1870s addition, Janitor and Rest Room (Room 13-subdivided in 1959} -
severe rising damp/plaster damage due to concrete slab floor, added in 19 59. 

Treatment of Deficiencies 
Unwanted intruding water can cause structural damage to below-ground 
masonry, and erodes mortar. The condition raises the interior relative humidity, 
increasing the deterioration of artifacts, and creating unacceptable air quality 
due to the rapid growth of bacteria and mold. 

• Perform routine maintenance including regular cleaning of interior. 
Aggressively clean/monitor locations where mold/mildew are evident. 

• Perform testing and monitor moisture levels for rising damp/water intrusion. 
Develop a treatment plan that responds to the physical investigation. 

• Introduce positive air flow and ventilation to facilitate dry conditions. 
• Repair/paint windows, and replace failed plaster (with drywall-Room 13). 
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Petersen House- House Where Lincoln Died Ford's Theatre National Historic Site 

Failure of plaster on north wall of Rear Ell in Room 13, subdivided into Rest Room and Janitor's 
Room, caused by the addition of a concrete slob floor to this building section in 1959. 

Photos AR-36 and AR-37 architrave p.c., architects 2/5/02 

Basement Hall near Front Entrance Door where rising damp and structural weakness hove 
combined to cause deterioration of historic plaster (removed prior to failure}. 

Photo AR-38 architrave p.c., architects 2115/02 
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Petersen House- House Where Lincoln Died Ford's Theatre Notional Historic Site 

Existing Condition of First Floor Level - Interpreted Restoration Area 
Interior Spaces, Features and Finishes: 

Main House Block 
Hall (Room 107), Front Parlor {Room 100), and Back Parlor (Room 102)­
Condition Assessed as GOOD. These rooms are routinely cared for and 
monitored for deficient conditions, because of proper curatorial techniques for 
the museum level finishes and furnishings. Moisture levels are controlled, light 
levels are managed by venetian type blinds at the windows in both front and 
rear parlors, and electric lighting is kept dim. Staff efforts are focused to this 
floor, because visitors are only allowed entrance to this level of the house, at this 
time. Constant traffic in the haiL however, creates wear and tear on carpet 
and wallpaper, especially. 

Rear Ell 
Room Where Lincoln Died (Room 103)- Condition Assessed as GOOD. As 
above, this room is the heart of the visitor's experience in viewing the house. The 
space is well cared for by staff, while the impact from visitation is limited. Visitors 
are only allowed entrance into a confined area just inside the doorway from the 
Hall, as a metal rail prevents further access into the space. A recently placed 
glass screen serves to protect the wallpaper surrounding the death bed zone. 
Stair/Room behind Death Room {Room 104)- Condition Assessed as FAIR. This 
space is not apparently utilized for any function, except for convenient staff 
access to the rear of the death room {stairs from former Kitchen lead up into this 
room). Historically, it provided direct access for the boarder living in Room 103 
to the dining room/kitchen, and could have also served as a storage/closet 
area. Interior finishes (of no significance) are not maintained, and the window 
requires repair and painting. Door at the stairway does not fit well, so is probably 
not original to this location. 
Room in 1870s addition (Room 1 05)- Condition Assessed as FAIR. This is the only 
room in the rear ell to have a window air conditioning unit, but the space does 
not serve a current function. The cooling would potentially help the moisture 
problems at the lower level in this section of the ell, if operated, but the door on 
the stairway in Room 1 04 prevents the free flow of air between the levels. 
Interior finishes (of no significance) are not maintained, and the windows require 
repair and painting. 

Treatment of Deficiencies 
• Repair/paint windows and interior trim. 
• Inspect and maintain unused space on a routine basis. 
• Use AC unit to help pro-actively manage moisture problems, or remove. 
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Petersen House- House Where Lincoln Died Ford's Theatre National Historic Site 

Sloping Rear Ell Roof with view of flat-roofed extension to adjacent building to North with 
potentia! for !rapped storm water; drainage of upper roof of adjacent building also poses a 

concern with long gutter run to rear alley. 
Photo AR-39 architrave p.c., architects 2/ 15!02 
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Existing Condition of Second and Third Floor Levels 
Interior Spaces, Features and Finishes: 

Main House Block- Second Floor 
Second Floor Stair Hall, Curator's Storage (Room 203}, Front Storage/Workroom 
(Room 201), and Rear Storage/Workroom (Room 202)- Condition Assessed as 
FAIR, with primary elements of original historic fabric (windows} assessed as 
POOR. This floor is not accessed by visitors. If park staff needed a work area for 
exhibit related activities, this is the area available and most conducive. 
However, there is no current provision for cooling or ventilation in the summer 
months beyond opening windows. The space is inappropriately used for 
haphazard storage of various materials, and heavy filing cabinets have stressed 
the old framing of the house with evident low spots in the floor. 

Main House Block- Third Floor 

Third Floor Stair Hall, Storage (Room 303), Front Storage (Room 301 ), and Rear 
Storage (Room 302)- Condition Assessed as FAIR, with primary elements of 
original historic fabric (windows) assessed as POOR. This floor is not accessed by 
visitors. This level of the house has sustained moisture-related damage due to 
water infiltration from the damaged roof system, as evidenced by the peeling 
paint at the plaster ceiling throughout. Advanced efflorescence is visible at the 
front plaster wall in Room 301, which relates to water infiltration from the copper 
drainage scupper at the front elevation of the house. Rooms are used for 
storage, especially chairs and cushions from Ford's Theatre. 

Treatment of Deficiencies 
• Limit storage to well organized/packaged, lightweight items that are not 

highly flammable. Space is not conditioned properly for storage. 
• Repair/paint windows, interior trim, and repair/paint plaster finish. 
• Inspect and maintain upper floor levels on a routine basis. 

Existing Condition of Main House Attic 
Although former water damage is evident at framing and sheathing members, 
the replaced roof system, properly covers and protects. There is currently no 
insulation within the attic, which along with single-pane windows at the upper 
floors, further complicates management of interior temperatures. 

Treatment of Deficiencies 
• Supplement structural members as required by structural analysis section. 
• Lay new insulation between joists. 
• Introduce mechanical means of ventilating hot air from attic, without 

impacting the roof system, as proposed by Mechanical upgrade project. 
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Decorative cast iron grille at Second Floor Close-up view of shallow closet, 
Fireplace, Room 20 I, likely late 1911' c. addition. Room 302, showing early hooks. 

Photos AR-40 and AR-41 architrave p.c .• architects l /31/02 

Peeling paint and cracking plaster is especially advanced at the ceiling plane of the Third Floor 
due to previous water damage that occurred prior to complete roof systems replacement. 

Photo also documents original painted floorboards, 4 panel door. and Greek Revival fireplace. 
Photo AR-42 architrave p.c., architects 2/15/02 
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Water damage at original wide board sheathing, visible within Attic. 
Photo AR-43 architrave p.c., architects 2/05/02 

View from Third Floor ceiling hatch into Attic along Norfh pony wall that shows the extent of 
water damage to the old wooden roof decking. The damaged material was covered over with 

an additional/oyer of plywood decking and replacement batten seam metal roofing system. 
Photo AR-44 architrave p.c .. architects 2/15/02 
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Structure 

Description and Inspection Methodology 

The following observations are based upon site visits to the house made by the 
project structural engineer on January 15, 2002 and February 5, 2002. During the 
initial visit, observations were made of the existing structure for the main roof and 
the rear porch. These two locations are the only areas where the structure is 
visibly accessible. In order to obtain information on the existing structure in areas 
concealed by architectural finishes, 18 observation openings were cut through 
the floors/ceilings to expose the structure. Each of these openings provided a 
limited amount of structural data which has been incorporated into the findings 
of the report. Another source of information used in cases where the 
observation openings could not be located were the measured drawings dated 
July, 1957 and the NPS framing sketches from the January, 1985 repairs. It should 
be understood that the assessment effort made in this report is not an exhaustive 
study since the findings are based upon a limited number of openings that are 
assumed to be representative of the existing conditions in each of the rooms 
where the respective observation holes were cut. 

Refer to Appendix C- Observation Openings for an annotated and pictorial 
description of each opening location. 

Structural System - Existing Conditions 

Basement Framing: 

At the front of the house, there are floor joists framed over a very shallow crawl 
space. In the large room (Room 1 0}, the joists are 2 %-inches x 9 V2-inches 
spaced at 20% -inches on center, spanning front to back. In the hall (Room 9}, 
the joists are 2-inches x 1 0-inches spaced at 19 %-inches to 21 %-inches on 
center, spanning side to side. At the basement hall, the bond of the wall plaster 
to the existing brick wall near the front entrance was failing, so was removed by 
park staff (see Photo AR-25 in Part IC). Staff had believed that structural 
weakness or damage from vibrations above were causing the problem, but no 
remaining evidence supports this. With the removal of the plaster, the cracking 
pattern cannot be examined. West of the front room is a mechanical/boiler 
room with a concrete slab on grade (Room 11 ). The original wood floor 
structure was removed in order to excavate and lay the slab, which is depressed 
several feet from the adjacent floor areas. Any remnants of joist pockets within 
Room 11 are covered over with cement parging at the base of the masonry 
walls. 
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In the rear ell (west half of the house) the July 1957 drawings indicated that at 
one time this area consisted of 2 x wood sleepers with wood board decking 
supported on grade (Room 12). Based on NPS records, these boards were first 
replaced in 1906. By January of 1985, the sleepers had again rotted and were 
termite infested, requiring immediate replacement. After an archeological 
investigation of the exposed crawl space, a new floor was installed that 
consisted of pressure treated 2 x 1 0 joists spaced at 16-inches on center. A 
crawl space on the order of 24-inches in depth was excavated beneath the 
new floor. The adjacent floor areas to the west (Room 13) appear to be a 
grade supported concrete slab, installed during the 1959 rehabilitation project. 
For more information on the archeological findings, refer to Archeology at the 
Petersen House: Unearthing an Alternative History, 1991, as referenced in the 
bibliography of this report. The report served as the basis for the information 
provided regarding the existing floor framing in Room 12, prior to the modern 
repairs. 

There was a significant amount of plaster damage evident on the north wall of 
the house beneath the bedroom where Lincoln died or the Death Room. It 
appears that there may have been a roof leak at one time that has permitted 
water to enter the house and run down the interior face of the wall. This 
condition was discussed in Part IE, Architectural Assessment and Treatment, and 
was corrected in the 1978-1980 restoration. 
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First Floor Framing: 

At the first floor level, four openings were made through the basement ceiling 
and two openings were made through the first floor decking in order to observe 
the existing structure. AI the east side of the house, the floor was framed with 2 
'!.-inch x 9% -inch framing spaced at 17-inches on center similar to the floors 
above. In the hall (Room 1 07). the joist size changed to 3-inches x 8 '/.-inches 
spaced at 17-inches on center. A double joist fastened together with l-inch 
diameter wood pins was observed at the base of the stair. At locations where 
joist to beam connections were required, mortise-tenon and pin joints were 
observed throughout the house. 

At the west side of the house in the rear ell under the Death Room, the existing 
joist depth of 7 1 /4-inches could be confirmed through a small hole in the 
ceiling. The joists in the adjacent room to the west were found to be 7 Vz -inches 
deep spaced at approximately 16-inches on center. According to the July, 
1957 measured drawings, the joists in this area are 3-inches wide x 8-inches deep 
spaced at 16-inches on center. Since typical joists in the house measure 2 %­
inches rather than 3-inches, a joist size of 2 %-inches x 7 Yo-inches will be used as 
the basis for the load calculations at the west side of the house. 

An additional request was mode to remove several linear feet of the cornice 
molding of the suspended pressed tin ceiling and original plaster ceiling beyond 
(Room 12), in order to confirm the condition of the existing floor joists under the 
Death Room. Upon opening this area to view, no evidence of moisture 
damage to the joists was found within the pockets at the masonry party wall 
(north). It was also confirmed by the project architect that the joists in this area 
measure 2-inches wide x 7 '/.-inches deep, spaced 16 inches on center. 
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Second Floor Framing: 

Five different observation openings were made through the wood floor decking 
at various locations in the second floor. In general. it appears that the floors are 
framed with 2% -inch x 9% -inch joists spaced at approximately 17-inches on 
center. The joists are supported by a wood stud wall and a wood header beam 
between the two large rooms (Rooms 201 and 202) and by two flush framed 2 3

/. 

-inch x 9% -inch wood headers at the north side of the house. Mortise and 
tenon joint connections are used to support the ends of the joists at the each of 
the headers (Section 1 /2ND FF). Wood decking that appears original spans 
perpendicular to the joists. 

As observed at the third floor. the floor slopes toward the east/west partition wall 
and to the southwest fireplace. It appears that the slope of the floor adjacent 
to the wall may hove been exacerbated by the presence of heavy storage 
cabinets placed against the wall. This use has caused permanent defection in 
the decking. It would be necessary to jack the floors in order to remove the 
deflection. an action that could cause significant damage to the existing plaster 
on the surface of the walls. For this reason. no remedial work is recommended 
for this condition. beyond immediate removal of all heavy objects. Note that 
the floor slopes observed on the second floor are slightly less severe than the 
slope observed at the third floor. 

FLOOR JOIST 
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Third Floor Framing: 

Five different observation openings were cut through the existing third floor 
decking. The joist size and spacing varied slightly from room to room. In 
general, the main rooms are framed with 2 % -inch x 9 to 1 0 -inch deep joists 
spaced at 16 to 18 -inches on center. The joists bear on the east and west 
exterior walls and at the center of the house on a 3 %-inch x 6 liz-inch deep 
beam that is located directly beneath the joists. There are likely a series of posts 
or studs which support the low beam. A l-inch thick wood deck spans between 
each of the joists. At the stair hall/landing, the joist size decreases to 2 5/8-inch 
x 5 liz-inch. Ceiling joists 2 %-inches x 5 %-inches are located directly below each 
joist (Section 5/3RD FF). 

At the stair header location, there does not appear to be any vertical support of 
the second floor ceiling joists. A crack was observed in the underside of the 
plaster ceiling at this location (Section 2/3R° FF). The joists are connected to the 
flush headers with mortise and tenon joints and one side of the stair and by a 
half lap joint at the opposite side of the stair (Plan Detaii3/3R° FF). One of the 
observation openings in the corridor was extended all the way to the north wall 
where a steel strap was observed extending from the joists into the brick wall 
(Plan Detaii4/3RD FF}. The strap appears to be fastened directly to the underside 
of the floor joists providing a lateral brace to the brick wall which would have no 
other lateral connection to the framing since this wall is non-load bearing. 

There are several areas adjacent to the east /west partition wall where the floor 
appears to have dropped several inches inducing a crack at the top of the 
partition. It appears that this condition has been caused by the deflection of 
the wood decking under the partition wall. The wall studs from below stop 6-
inches below the floor decking. This existing framing condition causes the floor 
joists adjacent to the partition to support the additional load of the partition 
which causes additional deflection in the joists. Additional floor deflection has 
likely resulted from the use of these rooms for storage. 

There is a significant amount of plaster damage on the south side of the house 
likely due to the previous water leaks evident in the roof. Another low spot was 
evident at the southwest fireplace which may be related to this condition. 
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Roof Framing: 

The existing roof is framed with stick built wood trusses which span the length of 
the house from east to west. The trusses consist of 3-inch x 4 %-inch top chords 
with 2 %-inch x 5-inch bottom chords that also serve as the ceiling joists for the 
Third floor. A continuous ribbon board located on top of the ceiling joist and 
notched into the bottom of the top chords is used to join the top and bottom 
chords. The ceiling joists lap at the center of the roof and are partially supported 
by the Third floor partitions below. Typically, alternate trusses have 1 %-inch x 6-
inch collar ties and 2 Y2-inch x 3 %-inch web members (Detail Section 6/Roof 
Framing). The exception to this occurs at the third truss from the north wall 
where all the web members and the collar tie have apparently been removed 
from the truss adjacent to the attic hatch. The spacing of the trusses varies from 
a maximum of 4-feet 2-inches to a minimum of 2-feet. Wood decking 1 1/.-thick 
x 8-inches wide spans between the trusses. 

There is a significant amount of water staining evident on the underside of the 
decking and on the faces of the top chord. A layer of plywood sheathing has 
been added over the top of the existing wood decking as a permanent repair. 
Despite the water staining, no signs of rot were evident in the decking or the 
truss members. The heel connection of the trusses, a common location for rot to 
be found in wood trusses, was not accessible and could not be probed to verify 
the physical condition in this area. No signs of structural distress were evident to 
any of the existing truss members. There does not appear to be any active 
water leaks. The previously completed repairs have been effective in restoring 
the water tightness and overall serviceability of the roof. 

The lower shed roof area is not visibly accessible but appears to be performing 
in a serviceable condition. Observation opening # 15 was expanded to view the 
existing framing where the plaster deterioration was evident. No framing 
defects were observed. 
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PART 1 E: Page 40 

Detail of Truss as viewed from Attic Hatch 
Photo AR-4, architrave p.c., architects 2/15/02 
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System Assessment and Loading Analysis 

The overall structural condition of the house appears to be serviceable at 
present. Excessive floor deflection and plaster cracking in the wall partitions and 
ceilings were evident at the locations indicated in the existing framing plans 
contained in this report. It appears that the deflection observed in the second 
and third floors located at the east/west partition at the front of the house has 
been caused by the partial loading of these partitions by the attic ceiling joists, 
the dead weight of the partitions, and by the weight of filing cabinets and 
furniture storage located adjacent to the walls. The observation openings 
made at the second and third floors confirmed that the wall studs are not 
continuous from floor to floor and thus the relatively small loads have caused 
settlement and cracking in the wall plaster. A similar condition appears to have 
occurred on the 3rd floor at the east/west partition between room 302 and the 
stair hall. 

An additional low spot in the floor was observed at the fireplace hearths in the 
second and third floors. No openings were made at these locations but based 
on past experience, it is likely that the deflection in this area was caused by the 
weakening of the floor joists adjacent to the hearth by the mortise and tenon 
connection between the floor header and the last continuous joist at the edge 
of the fireplace hearth. The removal of the existing wood decking adjacent to 
the fireplace would be required in order to strengthen the joist and return the 
floor to a serviceable condition. It may be prudent to attempt to make 
additional openings at the hearth header to joist connections prior to 
performing any extensive removal of the existing decking. 

Based upon observations made from floor openings at the east side of the stair, 
it appears that the support of the existing ceiling framing is minimal at best. The 
cracking observed in the second floor ceiling in the stair hall is likely associated 
with this condition. It would be necessary to remove the existing ceiling in this 
area in order to properly assess the existing condition and develop remedial 
recommendations. 

The roof truss framing appears to be performing satisfactorily; however, the truss 
nearest the hatch is missing all of its web members. This condition significantly 
decreases the structural capacity of the truss. The missing members should be 
reattached identical to the adjacent trusses in order to restore the structural 
capacity of the truss and the roof system. 

Load calculations have been performed based upon the existing framing 
information obtained from the various observation openings made in the 
ceilings and floors. The calculations are based upon the 1997 National Design 
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Specification for Wood Construction. For the purposes of the analysis, it has 
been assumed based on limited visual observations and experience with past 
framing of similar vintage that the existing timber species is pine. A grading of 
No. 1 or better has also been used. Most modern lumber is graded at No. 2 or 
better, but it is likely that lumber of this age would grade much higher than 
modern lumber. 

At the third floor, the calculated live load for the rooms 301, 302 and 303 ranges 
from 52 psf to 53 psf. In the stair hall, the capacity of the floor joists is 101 psf but 
the overall capacity of the floor system is limited by capacity of the floor header 
at the stair (78 psf) and by the capacity of the mortise and tenon joint between 
the hall joists and the header {72 psf). 

The central beam located beneath the north/south partitions which extends 
across the hall, has a calculated live load capacity of only 32 psf. Although this 
location in the house was not exposed and documented at each floor level, it is 
probable that this header condition exists at each floor and will limit the overall 
capacity of the halls to 32 psf. 

The floor joists in the second floor have a calculated live load capacity of 68 psf. 
The capacity of the landing header exceeds 72 psf as does the capacity of the 
mortise-tenon joint between the landing joists and the header. The overall 
capacity of the rooms 201 and 202 may be limited by the capacity of the 
existing beam located above the wall opening between rooms 1 00 and 1 02. If 
the same beam size was used at this location as was observed in the hall 
opening on the floor above, the live load capacity in this area would be limited 
to 6 psf. Since no excessive deflection was observed in the floor at this location, 
it appears that a larger beam was used for this opening. 

At the first floor, the calculated live load capacity for the floor joists in Rooms 
1 00, l 02, 103 and l 05 is in excess of 80 psf. The limiting capacity was calculated 
at room 103. 

In the basement the calculated live load capacities for Rooms 9, 10 and 12 
were in excess of 100 psf except for room 10 which was 62 psf. The remaining 
rooms consist of a grade supported slab which likely has a live load capacity in 
excess of 1 00 psf. 

Code Compliance Evaluation 

The current design code for the District of Columbia is the 1996 BOCA. 
According to Table 1606, the applicable minimum live loads are as follows: 
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Assembly areas/Lobbies 
l st Floor Corridors 
Other Corridors (same as occupancy served) 
Offices 
Residential Dwelling units/corridors 
Residential Public rooms/corridors 
Storage areas: Light 
Storage areas: Heavy 

100 psf 
100 psf 

50 psf 
40 psf 

100 psf 
125 psf 
250 psf 

The load calculation results contained in the preceding section indicate that 
most areas of the house meet typical residential live load requirements and that 
many areas also meet office load requirements. It should be understood, 
however, that for the house to qualify for an office use, an additional 20 psf 
minimum partition load is required in accordance with section 1606.2.4 to 
account for the possibility of future partitions being subsequently erected, 
rearranged or relocated. 

It is also of note that none of the areas in the existing house qualify for any type 
of storage use which appears to be the current primary use for many of the 
rooms. This practice of using the rooms as storage for the theatre should be 
terminated since continued storage use may overstress the existing framing and 
cause permanent damage to the structure of the house. 

Treatment of Deficiencies 

The following is a summary of the significant structural deficiencies observed and 
the recommended remedial action for each item. 

• Vertical settlement and plaster cracking in the east/west partition 
between Rooms 301 and 303 on the third floor and 201 and 203 on the 
second floor.- Add solid wood blocking between the discontinuous ends 
of the wall studs at each floor level. Since the discontinuity in the studs 
occurs immediately below the floor level, it may be easier to install the 
blocking from the top of the floor by removing a small portion of the 
existing decking, than to cut into the plaster ceiling below. Note, 
however, that the floor decking is likely original material, and the plaster 
below has previously been replaced. 

• Vertical settlement and plaster cracking in the east/west partition 
between Room 302 and the Stair Hall and Room 202 and the Stair Hall.­
Add solid wood blocking as described above. 
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• Excessive floor deflection adjacent to the fireplace hearth in Room 302.­
Provide additional ceiling/floor openings at the location of the header to 
joist connection adjacent to the hearth. Examine the condition of the joist 
and evaluate the capacity of the first continuous joist adjacent to the 
hearth. Perform remedial work as required or limit the floor capacity of 
the room accordingly. Note that the floor decking is likely original 
material, and the plaster below has previously been replaced. 

• Existing roof truss located immediately to the south of the attic hatch is 
missing all web members.- The members must be reinstalled to match the 
existing trusses and to restore the structural capacity of the truss. 

• Existing plaster ceiling at the 2nd floor stair landing is cracked. -Remove a 
strip of plaster in the area to examine and assess the ceiling system. 
Develop a remedial solution based upon the findings. 

• Live load capacities - Depending upon the desired future use of the 
house there may be areas of the framing which will be structurally 
deficient- Coordinate with the NPS to provide room capacity limits or 
develop floor strengthening details once the proposed function of each 
room has been determined. 

Using a conservative load of 200 lbs/person, the occupancy of each of 
the floor levels of the house would be restricted as follows based upon 
the limiting calculated five load of each room: 

Jrd Floor: 
2nd Floor: 
1st Floor: 
Basement: 

9 people 
9 people 
28 people 
34 people 

The 2 upper levels of the house should remain restricted from public use 
and in no case should the uppers floors be used for storage. Group sizes 
for visitors entering the house museum should be no larger than 28 people. 
This limitation is based upon all members of the group congregating in a 
single room or area of the house. If specific aisles were defined in the 
house that would limit public access to only small portions of the rooms, 
larger groups could be permitted. 
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Mechanical. Electrical, and Plumbing 

Description and Inspection Methodology 

This section of the report documents the existing conditions and evaluates the 
suitability of the mechanicaL electricaL and plumbing systems for the present 
use of the Petersen House- the House Where Lincoln Died. The evaluation is 
based on the understanding from the National Park Service that the first floor will 
be the only exhibition floor. The other floors will be used for light storage and will 
typically be unoccupied, as will the rooms on the first floor beyond the Death 
Room. 

JVP Engineers, P.C .. performed their initial survey of the building on January 8, 
2002. The survey was limited to visible and easily accessible elements: no 
attempts were made by JVP Engineers to dismantle, remove or uncover 
equipment, material or building components that were inaccessible or 
concealed. The evaluation is based on existing observable conditions, archival 
drawings and National Park Service mechanical upgrade project drawings as 
listed in the Appendix. Interviews with National Park Service personnel 
concerning the condition of the mechanicaL electricaL and plumbing systems 
and the operation of the building aided the survey. 

Mechanical System - Existing Conditions 

Description: 

Heating- A gas-fired boiler produces hot water for the building's heating 
system, which consists of cast iron radiators and baseboard radiation panels. 
The boiler and three circulating pumps are located in the boiler room (Room 11) 
in the basement. The boiler is model G200-W-7CON manufactured by H.B. Smith 
and has a capacity of 175 MBH output with 224 MBH input. The circulating 
pumps are series HV inline pumps manufactured by Bell & Gossett. Piping from 
these pumps runs along the basement ceiling and turns down to deliver hot 
wafer to baseboard radiation in the basement storage (Room 10) and hall 
(Room 9). Another branch runs to the rear ell and serves one radiator in the 
vestibule and one in the restroom (both Room 13). 

Each room on the first floor has baseboard radiation on one or more walls 
served by concealed piping. The workroom/storage (Room 201) and curator's 
storage (Room 203) on the second floor are each heated by an upright cast 
iron radiator served by exposed piping (2 pipe system). Radiators in both the 
front storage and rear storage rooms of the third floor (Rooms 301 /302) are 
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located directly above the radiators on the second floor. A thermostat in the 
front parlor of the first floor controls the boiler. 

Ventilation- The introduction of fresh air into the building is dependent upon 
infiltration. This infiltration is provided primarily from the entering and exiting of 
visitors through the front door, and basement door when utilized. Cracks around 
windows throughout the house allow additional infiltration. 

Restroom Exhaust- The single existing restroom in the house is located in the rear 
ell of the basement (Room 13). It has an 8"diameterwall exhaust fan made by 
Nutone, in fair condition, which ducts the air across the janitor's closet and 
discharges to the exterior through the rear wall. A speed switch in the restroom 
controls the fan. 

Air Cleaner- A console-type air cleaner has been placed in the front parlor. 
The unit is made by ATI, model Cleanaire 300, and is in good condition. 

Air Conditioning- At the time of our survey, two window-type air conditioning 
units provided spot cooling in the house. The room on the first floor 1870s portion 
of the rear ell (Room 1 05) behind the Death Room has a window unit 
manufactured by Carrier in fair condition. The rear window in the front stair at 
the landing above the first floor has a window unit manufactured by General 
Electric in good condition. 

System Assessment 

The existing system of radiator heating and window unit cooling is not an 
effective or efficient means of providing appropriate temperature, humidity, 
and air quality control for exhibit space. Wide variations in temperature and 
humidity cause increased rates of deterioration in the historic furniture and 
finishes. Ideal temperature and humidity conditions would need to be 
established by a conservator since textiles, woods, and finishes have different 
requirements. On the other hand, since this building was constructed without 
insulation and vapor retarders, year-round interior climate stability could be 
detrimental to the structure due to moisture penetration and condensation. The 
original single-pane windows, without any storm panels, also lack the ability to 
prevent heat loss in the winter and heat gain in the summer. With only one 
single window air conditioning unit serving the restored portion of the house, the 
interior temperature often rises above 85°F during the summer. During those 
extreme conditions, which are normal during Washington D.C. summers, the 
house is closed to visitors. 
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The National Park Service has made a value analysis decision to not provide 
central air conditioning for the house. Although window units are inappropriate 
for a historic structure, the NPS intends to retain the one unit at the landing 
between the first and second floors to provide relief to the ranger station at the 
base of the stairs. 

The installation date of the boiler has not been determined, but it appears to be 
in good condition. As planned in the upgrading of the heating system, which is 
to take place in the spring of 2002, the unit will be retained for continued use. 

Code Compliance Evaluation 

The building is generally in compliance with the applicable mechanical codes, 
except the chimney for the gas-fired boiler does not meet requirements. The 
combustion gases are currently discharged through a vent in an existing 
chimney that abuts a neighboring high rise. The National Fuel Gas Code (NFPA 
54) paragraph 7.5.2 requires that the chimney "extend at least 3 feet above the 
highest point where it passes through a roof of a building and at least 2 feet 
higher than any portion of a building within a horizontal distance of 10 feet." 

Treatment of Deficiencies 

To comply with the code, the flue for the boiler would either need to be 
relocated to the center of the roof of the Petersen House or it would have to be 
extended up the side of the adjacent high rise to a point above its roof. Neither 
of these options are desirable due to the negative impact on the historic 
integrity of the structure. We recommend that the code authority having 
jurisdiction review this situation to determine if it is safe for the flue to remain as 
currently configured. 

Although it is not a code violation, the lack of air conditioning is detrimental to 
the use of the house as a tourist site when the house must close due to high 
temperatures. The lack of air conditioning also hastens the deterioration of the 
antique furnishings. The installation of an air conditioning system to at least 
temper the air would reduce the fluctuations in temperature and humidity, but it 
would have significant physical impact on the historic structure. A condensing 
unit would need to be located outside, and space would need to be provided 
inside for an air conditioning unit. Ductwork would run exposed in non-exhibit 
areas. With extensive cutting and patching, it could be concealed within walls 
and ceilings. Air registers would be introduced into the historic exhibit spaces. 
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The introduction of historically appropriate interior storm window units would be 
advisable to better control temperature fluctuations caused by heat loss and 
heat gain. The storms also increase comfort by reducing drafts during the winter 
months. Operable units allow for opening of the windows during the summer. If 
there is no potential for use of the upper levels beyond light storage, black­
faced insulation boards covering the window openings are a potential solution. 
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Hot water baseboard radiation, typical in basement and first floor. 
Photo MEP-7 JVP Engineers, P.C. 7/8/02 

Gas-fired boiler in basement for heating system. 
Photo MEP-2 JVP Engineers, P.C. 1/8/02 
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Cast iron radiator in rear vestibule of basement. Photo MEP-3 JVP Engineers, P.C. 1/8/02 

Cast iron radiator at second floor. Photo MEP-4 JVP Engineers, P.C. 1 /8!02 
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Electrical System - Existing Conditions 

Power: 

The building's electrical service is provided from PEPCO. The meter and main 
electrical panel are located in the covered easement passageway on the north 
side of the basement. The present meter and panel board appear to be less 
than 50 years old. The meter probably dates to its relocation to the passageway 
in 1959. The panel is 150A 2P, 240V /120V, 1 phase, 3 wire with a main circuit 
breaker and 30 poles. The panel has no spares. Electricity enters the house 
through the first stair down from the front entrance to the passageway. Power 
receptacles are typically surface-mounted and are served by exposed, square, 
metal conduit. 

Lighting in Exhibit Area: 

The first floor hall (Room 1 07} has a period pendant light (antique, but not 
original to the house}. The front and back parlors (Rooms 100, 102} are lit by 
period-style chandeliers (antique, but not original to the house). The Death 
Room (Room 1 03) is lit by a wall sconce that is a custom replication of the 
original gas jet fixture (as documented by photographs and sketches of the 
room near the time of Lincoln's death}. It has a decorative shade that has been 
stained, probably by heat of electric light bulbs. The enclosed porch and the 
back, basement vestibule (Room 13) have modern 8" x 8" surface mounted 
fixtures. The basement hall (Room 9} has circular incandescent fixtures about 6" 
diameter, with louvers. 

Lighting in Functional, Back-of-House Areas: 

The lighting is of several types and styles. The basement storage room (Room 1 0} 
has track lighting. The basement easement passageway has a wall-mounted 
bare bulb with a "jelly jar" cover and wire guard lying near and another fixture 
which is a "jelly jar" with wire guard. The stairs from the first floor to the 
basement have a bare 100 Watt incandescent bulb, wall mounted, near the 
top. The boiler room (Room 11) has surface-mounted bare bulbs. The janitor's 
closet (Room 13) has 8" x 8" surface-mounted fixtures. The restroom (Room 13} 
has a wall-mounted fixture with no lens cover. The second floor curator's 
storage (Room 203} has a surface mounted 8" x 8" incandescent fixture with 
lens. The curator's workrooms (Rooms 201, 202) each have one surface­
mounted 1' x 4', 31amp fluorescent fixture. The storage room has an 8" x 8" 
fixture. The only lighting installed in the third floor is a surface-mounted down 
light in the stair hall. The three storage rooms (Rooms 301, 302, 303} have covers 
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in the center of the ceilings that indicate provision for ceiling mounted, 
concealed wiring fixtures. 

Telephone- Telephones, connected to an exchange, were introduced to the 
house after 1878, when the first telephone exchange was installed in New 
Haven, CT. The main telephone panels are in the southwest corner of the boiler 
room. The terminal has about 52 lines with wires terminated on binding posts, 
secured by nuts. About 10 are in use. Also, a more recent terminal with about 
60 lines, which is a punch down block, is in use with 7 pairs connected. Fifteen 
cables serve the house from this area. A lot of security wiring is present, which is 
the same type of wire as telephone, and probably uses telephone lines to 
report. Telephone-type wire is carefully plastered and painted to the joint 
between the ceiling and wall in the second and third floor rooms. Existing 
telephones include a touch tone wall phone at the top of the stairs that go from 
the main floor to the basement and a touch tone desk phone on the desk in 
Room 203. The stair wall in the former kitchen (Room 12) has a jack, Room 104 
has a jack, and a loosely hung telephone jack is in the northwest corner of 
Room 202. In the front storage room on the third floor (Room 301 ), there is the 
unconnected end of a two pair telephone cable. 

Fire Alarm and Life Safety- Each room has a smoke detector except for the 
boiler room, which has no smoke or heat detectors. These items are discussed in 
more detail in Part 1 F of this report. 

System Assessment 

The power receptacles and conduits are in poor condition. The receptacles 
and conduits are loose in many places. The telephone panel is loose and is in 
very poor condition. Several light fixtures are missing lamps or have burned out 
bulbs. 

Code Compliance Evaluation 

The main electrical panel does not have the required 3 feet of clearance in 
front of the panel at its current location. 

The surface-mounted conduit and the electrical devices are loose in many 
locations, in violation of the National Electrical Code (NFPA 70). 

Fire alarm devices in the corridors do not comply with ADA guidelines. 
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Treatment of Deficiencies 

Tightening of loose conduits. replacement of loose and worn-out wiring devices. 
and replacement of burned-out light bulbs should be addressed as a 
maintenance item and will not have any new impact on the historical character 
or original building fabric. 

A set of construction documents titled "Rehabilitate Mechanical and Electrical 
Systems. Ford's Theatre and Petersen House. Ford's Theatre National Historical 
Site" (NPS Project Number 1443-CX2000-98-0 12) prepared in 2001. recommends 
that the following code compliance issues be handled. by the following actions: 
the conduits are addressed by saying, "reuse existing raceways when possible." 
This implies that they will be made secure. A new electrical panel will be 
installed. Presumably it would have 3' clearance. A new fire alarm system is 
specified. The implication is that it would meet ADA guidelines. The poor 
condition of power receptacles, replacement of loose and worn-out wiring 
devices, the telephone panel (not a code issue). and missing/ burned out lamps 
are not addressed. 

We recommend the implementation of this design to bring the building into 
conformance with the code and to improve the safety of the structure and its 
occupants. Routine inspections and attentive maintenance practices would 
serve to correct the other deficiencies outlined. 
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Main electrical pane/board in easement/alley, scheduled for relocation. 
Photo MEP-5 JVP Engineers, P.C. 1/8/02 

Fire alarm control panel in boiler room in basement. 
Photo MEP-6 JVP Engineers, P.C. 1/8/02 
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Plumbing System - Existing Conditions 

Description: 

Storm Water System- Four 4-inch nominal diameter exterior cast iron downspouts 
handle the roof drainage, connect at grade level to cast iron boots. and 
discharge into the main sewer line below grade. 

Plumbing fixtures- The building's only toilet room is located on the basement 
level in the 1870s portion of the rear ell (Room 13). and consists of a floor­
mounted, tank-type water closet and a lavatory. The janitor closet is located 
next to the restroom, and a wall-mounted service sink is installed. 

Sanitary Sewer System- All sanitary piping is below grade. The location and size 
of the sanitary line leaving the building has not been determined by our survey, 
but the archaeology report ( 1991-see bibliography) documents that a service 
line runs underground down the center of the former kitchen (Room 12). 

Domestic Water System- Domestic water is supplied from the District of 
Columbia Water and Sewer Utility Administration by a %-inch copper line with a 
meter located below grade at the basement level in the rear of the house, 
between the boiler room (Room 11) and the former kitchen (Room 12). The 
water line goes through a 'Y. inch gate valve located in a separate cast iron 
valve box next to the water meter box. The water line continues below grade 
and rises above the floor at the boiler room. The %-inch water line branches as 
follows: a 1/z-inch line to a hose bibb. a Vz-inch line to serve the fire protection 
system. a Vz-inch line to make-up water for the boiler, and a 1/2-inch line for the 
gas water heater. From the boiler room a Vz-inch cold water pipe and a Vz-inch 
hot water pipe leave the room at the ceiling and run to the restroom and janitor 
closet located in the rear ell of the basement level. 

Natural Gas System- Gas is supplied to the building by Washington Gas through 
a gas meter located at the inside southeast corner of the house in Room 10 of 
the basement level. From the gas meter Vz-inch copper piping goes to the 
boiler room (Room 11) and splits into two branches to serve the boiler and the 
water heater. The water heater is a 30 gallon storage capacity, 40.000 Btus per 
hour, State model # CD 30MRI4. 
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System Assessment 

Storm water system- The system appears to be in good condition. 

Sanitary sewer system- The system appears to be in good condition. We found 
no evidence of leakage. The plumbing fixtures are in working order with 
exception of the service sink, which is very deteriorated. 

Domestic water system -The water piping is in good condition with no visible 
oxidation or deterioration. Piping is insulated. 

Natural gas system -The piping appears to be in good condition with no signs of 
deterioration. The water heater is in good condition. 

Code Compliance Evaluation 

The building does not have the plumbing fixtures required by the International 
Mechanical Code. For an assembly occupancy of 50 persons, separate toilet 
rooms are required for each sex with one water closet per 25 people, one 
lavatory for every 40 people, and one drinking fountain for every l 00 people. 
The path of travel to the toilet room shall not exceed 500 feet and shall not be 
more than one story above or below the location of the occupant. A building 
that is required to be accessible is required to have accessible toilet facilities. 

The current toilet room is for staff use only and does not comply with ADA 
accessibility guidelines. No toilets are provided in the visitation area. The Park 
Rangers limit visitors to 20 at a time, and staff consists of typically 2-3 persons. 

Treatment of Deficiencies 

Currently, the necessary toilet facilities, including accessible facilities, are 
provided across the street at Ford's Theatre. NPS justifies this by defining the two 
buildings as a single facility. Providing the required plumbing facilities in the 
Petersen House would require significant impact on the historic structure. 

Due to the extensive modifications that would be required to install additional 
toilets, the minimal use of the second and third floors, and the fact that visitors 
typically spend less than ten minutes in this building, we recommend that the 
current arrangement for toilet facilities be maintained. 
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F. Additional Codes and Regulations Compliance 

Occupancy and Life Safety Code Analysis 

Applicable Codes 

The applicable building code used by most federal agencies, including the 
National Park Service (NPS}, for building construction is the latest edition of the 
International Building Code (IBC), which is currently the 2000 edition. The 2000 
Life Safety Code (NFPA 101) is also referenced for means of egress issues. 

The latest editions of the following codes and standards are also applicable: 

International Mechanical Code 
International Plumbing Code 
NFPA 10, Standard for Portable Fire Extinguishers 
NFPA 13, Standard for the Installation of Sprinkler Systems 
NFPA 14, Standard for the Installation of Standpipe and Hose Systems 
NFPA 70, National Electrical Code 
NFPA 72, National Fire Alarm Code 
NFP A 914, Fire Protection in Historic Structures 

The local building code in the District of Columbia is the DC Construction Codes 
(DCCC}, which adopts and amends the 1996 BOCA National Building Code 
(BOCA}. 

It should be noted that per DCCC Section 3603.1 and BOCA 3407.1, building 
code requirements are not mandatory for existing buildings classified by the 
federal, state or local government as historic and are judged by the code 
official to be safe. However, new construction requirements should be applied 
whenever the historic fabric of the building is not adversely affected. 

Occupancy Classification 

The Petersen House, originally constructed as a private residence, in what would 
be classified today as Residential, Use Group R-4, is currently used as a house 
museum with associated support spaces. The restored and interpreted museum 
is located on the first floor with storage and rarely used NPS works paces located 
on the basement, second and third floors. There ore no fire separation 
assemblies between the different areas. Therefore, the building is classified as 
nonseparated, Mixed Use with Assembly (Use Group A-3), Low Hazard Storage 
(Use Group S-2} and Business (Use Group B}. 
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Allowable Height and Area 

Building height is the vertical distance from grade plane to the average height 
of the highest roof surface. The grade plane is a reference plane representing 
the average of the finished ground level adjoining the building at all exterior 
walls. The Petersen House is approximately 42 feet in height, which is within the 
height limitation of 60 feet for a Type VB building (see Construction Classification 
below). 

A story is defined as the vertical distance from top to top of two successive tiers 
of beams or finished floor surfaces. For the topmost story, the distance is 
measured from the top of the floor finish to the top of the ceiling joists or, where 
there is not a ceiling, to the fop of the roof rafters. The Petersen House is 4 stories 
above grade. The maximum allowable number of stories is 2. 

Building area is the area included within surrounding exterior walls exclusive of 
vent shafts and courts. The first floor has the largest footprint and is 
approximately 1 ,27 5 square feet. The building is within the allowable area of 
7,560 square feet for a sprinklered building, with no credit taken for open 
perimeter. 

Construction Classification 

The Petersen House construction consists of a wood structural frame and flooring 
with plaster walls and brick masonry exterior walls. This construction most closely 
resembles Type VB construction. The building is protected throughout by an 
automatic sprinkler system. 

In a nonseparated Mixed Use building, each portion of the building is individually 
classified as to use. The required type of construction for the building is 
determined by applying the height and area limitation for each of the 
applicable use groups to the entire building. The most restrictive type of 
construction is then applied. 

The most restrictive construction type of the three use groups is Assembly A-3. 
The minimum required construction type for an A-3 building of this height and 
area is Type IV (Heavy Timber) construction. While the building does not meet 
construction type requirements in the strictest application of the code, there are 
mitigating factors that maintain a higher degree of fire and life safety in the 
building than is required by the building code. Some of these mitigating factors 
include fire protection systems, which are described below. Also, The Petersen 
House does not have the relatively large occupant loads typically found in a 
museum. 
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Means of Egress 

Public access to the Petersen House is strictly controlled at all times. An average 
of 15 to 20 visitors occupy the first floor at one time and NPS staff, which numbers 
less than five people, sparsely occupies the remaining floors. It appears unlikely 
that the total occupant load of the building will ever exceed 50 persons. 
Currently, visitors enter the building up stairs at the first floor and exit following 
the same path. The former circulation pattern, escorting visitors down and out 
through the basement level, may be reinstated at a future date. With the 
mechanical upgrade project completed, the easement/alley may be used for 
emergency egress. 

A single 30-inch, unrated exit stair serves all four stories of the building. The single 
stair provides exit capacity for 150 persons (30 inches/0.2 inches per person). 
This stair is the only exit from the second and third floors. Two 25-foot portable 
fire escape ladders are provided, located in Rooms 201 and 301. 

From the first floor, occupants have a choice of exiting through the 36-inch front 
door or continuing down to the Basement. The front door has a clear width of 
32-inches, which provides exit capacity for 213 persons (32 inches/0.15 inches 
per person). Two exit doors are available at the basement level. The 34-inch 
east door discharges on the street side and provides capacity for 200 persons 
(30 inches/0.15 inches per person). 
The similarly sized west door discharges 
to the rear of the building where occupants 
can discharge to the public way via a side 
alley (easement passageway) or the 
back alley (Photo LS-1 ). 

Current storage in the easement/side alley, 
Identified as a future means of emergency egress. 

Photo LS-1 Gage-Babcock & Associates 
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The west door is not designated as an exit, and the rear gate and side door are 
routinely kept locked, but the garden area is available for gathering away from 
the building, if needed. Overall, exit capacity is sufficient for the anticipated 
occupant loads. 

Non-illuminated exit signs at basement doors. Also shown are examples of typical 
fire alarm devices. Note exposed smoke detector wiring. 

Photos LS-2 and LS-3 Gage-Babcock & Associates 

Example of wetpipe, antifreeze system in Death Room. 
Photo LS-4 Gage-Babcock & Associates 
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Exit signs are provided along the path of egress and at the discharge doors. 
Some of the signs are of the non-illuminated type or have burned out bulbs 
(Photos LS-2/LS-3). Emergency lighting consists of individual, battery-powered 
fixtures in the corridors. 

Fire Suppression 

The Petersen House was recently retrofitted with a wetpipe (antifreeze) fire 
sprinkler system (Photo LS-4). Sprinkler protection is provided in all occupied 
spaces, as well as, the attic, breezeway, porch and side alley. The system 
design exceeds code requirements and was designed for life safety and 
property protection. The system includes dedicated water supply tanks and a 
fire pump in the Basement boiler room (Room ll) (Photo LS-5). The system is 
supervised by a fire detection and alarm system via waterflow and valve 
supervisory switches. It should be noted that a fire suppression system is not 
required by the building code. 

Sprinkler water supply and fire pump located in basement boiler room (Room 11} 
Photo LS-5 Gage-Babcock & Associates 
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Dry chemical Type ABC fire extinguishers are provided on all levels. A carbon 
dioxide extinguisher is located in the Boiler Room. The annual code required 
service has been provided for these extinguishers; however, there is no 
indication that the monthly inspections have been performed. 

Fire Detection and Alarm 

A Pyrotronics System 3 fire detection and alarm system is provided in the 
building. Fire detection, consisting of smoke detectors, is located throughout 
except in the attic. Wiring that serves to connect smoke detectors is not 
completely installed in conduit. Pull stations were only observed at the main 
entrance on the first floor and the exit at the basement level (Photo LS-2). 
Notification appliances consist of mechanical bells. Pull station locations do not 
comply with current building code requirements. Pull station mounting heights 
and notification appliances do not comply with ADA guidelines. A replacement 
fire detection and alarm system has been designed under the Rehabilitate 
Mechanical and Electrical Systems project ( 1 00% construction documents 
dated 10/4/2001), which corrects many of these deficiencies. Again, a fire 
detection and alarm system is not required by the building code for this building. 

Summary of Fire Protection/Life Safety Issues 

The following is a list of preliminary fire and life safety issues: 

1 . The existing construction type does not meet code requirements for 
a building of this height and use. 

2. Additional exit signage is required above the rear door in the 
basement and above the front door on the first floor. Any new exits 
posed by the rehabilitation project will also require exit signage. 

3. Existing signage needs to be repaired or replaced. See Basement 
Plan for exit signs that require maintenance. 

4. Obstructions were observed along the path of egress. 
5. The Boiler Room door is not self-closing. 
6. A monthly inspection program must be instituted for the portable 

fire extinguishers. 
7. The storage in the former kitchen (Room 12) is of a type and 

quantity that was not anticipated when the sprinkler system was 
designed. 

8. All fire alarm wiring should be run in conduit. 
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Treatment of Life Safety Deficiencies 

The issue with the construction type can be mitigated through operational 
procedures and the existing and proposed fire protection features. Although 
The Petersen House is defined as a museum, in reality, the actual occupant load 
of the entire building may never reach 50 persons. Therefore, if the occupant 
load is maintained at less than 50 persons, the building may be classified as Use 
Group B, Business. The building is also provided with fire protection systems, such 
as automatic sprinkler protection and automatic fire detection, which exceed 
code requirements. The code limits the heights of buildings because taller 
buildings usually present a greater safety hazard than shorter buildings, in terms 
of fire department access and egress time. The supervised automatic sprinkler 
system, fire detection and alarm system and low occupant loads (especially on 
the upper floors) offset any hazard that the additional stories may pose. 

The building has an assortment of lit and unlit exit signage. Exit signs are required 
to be internally or externally illuminated while the building is occupied. The unlit 
exit signs should be replaced with illuminated signs as shown on the drawings. 
Replacing exit signs in existing locations should not affect the historical fabric of 
the building. All exit signs may be replaced with decorative signs that still meet 
code requirements. 

The path of egress must be kept free of obstructions, such as furniture, storage or 
equipment, at all times. Removing obstructions from the path of egress will not 
affect the historic fabric, as the obstructions are not part of the structure nor 
historically significant. 

The boiler room (Room 11) presents the most significant ignition source in the 
building. The boiler room is enclosed in brick construction, which affords a 
certain level of fire resistance. This separation between the room and the 
remainder of the structure should be maintained. This includes having an 
operable self-closing door to the boiler room. The boiler room door should be 
provided with a new door closer. 

The code requires that portable fire extinguishers be visually inspected on a 
monthly basis. A record of this inspection is also required. Institute a program to 
inspect fire extinguishers in the Petersen House monthly. 

Chairs and seat cushions are stacked up to the ceiling in the former kitchen 
(Room 12). The existing automatic sprinkler system was designed for a Light 
Hazard, as defined by NFPA 13. The contents and storage arrangement in 
Room 12 present a hazard that is at a minimum Ordinary Hazard, which could 
compromise the system's ability to perform as required. The sprinkler system was 
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only designed to protect Light Hazard contents. With the exception of Room 10, 
rooms in the Petersen House should not be used for storage. 

NFPA 72 requires fire alarm wiring to be physically protected to ensure the 
integrity of the system for a reasonable time during a fire. About 18 inches of fire 
alarm wiring to the smoke detectors is not in conduit. This is typical throughout 
the building. The new replacement fire alarm system being designed under the 
Rehabilitate Mechanical and Electrical Systems project should specify that all 
fire alarm wiring be installed in conduit. 
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Security System Analysis 

Existing Building and Security System 

The Petersen House, originally constructed as a private residence, is owned by 
the NPS and operated as a house museum with associated support spaces. The 
restored museum floor is located at the first floor level and NPS work and storage 
areas are located on the basement, second and third floors. The entire building 
is protected by an existing hardwired security system composed of 8(eight) 
motion sensors located throughout the building. (Additional monitors have 
been recommended.) There is evidence of non-functional security wiring 
abandoned in place, located in the basement and on the first floor (Photo LS-6). 
The existing security program operates off a Moose (Sentrol) security system. 

Security Monitoring of Access and Egress 

Public access to the Petersen House is strictly controlled at all times. Currently, a 
maximum of 15 to 20 visitors enter the building up the stairs to the first floor and 
return following the same path after viewing the restored rooms, including the 
Death Room. Visitors have in former years been escorted down and out 
through the basement level, a pattern that may be reinstated in the future. 
Note that the easement/side alley may be used for emergency egress after 
completion of the rehabilitation project. One to two NPS staff provide 
interpretation and additional staff, if any, occupies the remaining floors on an 
occasional basis. 

A single stair serves all four stories of the building. This stair is the only exit from 
the second and third floors. There is however, a back stair way between the first 
floor and the basement located in the rear ell and exiting into the former 
kitchen (Room 12}. Two 25-foot portable fire escape ladders are provided, 
located in Rooms 201 and 301. There are 24 existing windows, 22 of which are 
functional. At the basement level the windows are secured with grilles, bars 
and/or boarding. The upper level windows are not currently protected. 

At the basement level there are 4 (four) motion detection devices (sensors) 
covering the front storage room (Room 1 0), the hall (Room 9), and the former 
kitchen (Room 12) and the hallway (Room 13) in the rear ell (Photo LS-7). The 
main control panel is located in the boiler room (Room 11) (Photo LS-8) and a 
remote access key pad (Photo LS-9) is located adjacent to the basement front 
doorway leading up to street level. 
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Both abandoned in place wiring and current security wiring are clearly visible. 
Photo LS-6 Gage-Babcock & Associates 8/73/02 

Former Kitchen (Room 7 2) -Motion detector placed to upper left of door. 
Hardwire smoke detector is mounted to the pressed tin ceiling, with exposed wiring. 

Photo LS-7 Gage-Babcock & Associates 8/73/02 
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Boiler Room (Room 11) -Main Security Control Panel 
Photo LS-8 Gage-Babcock & Associates 8/13/02 

Front Doorway from Basement up to Street Level- Remote Security Access Pad 
Photo LS-9 Gage-Babcock & Associates 8/13/02 
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The first floor is monitored by 4 (four) motion sensors that cover the hall (Room 
107), the front parlor (Room 100), the back parlor (Room 102), and the Room 
Where Lincoln Died (Room 103). From the first floor, visitors exit by returning 
through the front door or continue down to the basement level from the Death 
Room by way of an exterior stair located on the back porch. When routed 
through the basement, visitors were directed through the West exterior door 
back into the hall (Room 9) towards the house front, where the east door 
discharges directly on the street under the main entrance stairs. Studies have 
been conducted to determine the feasibility of utilizing the side alley (easement 
passageway) as an exiting path for visitors in the future. 

The second and third floors are monitored by motion detection in the main stair 
hall. These floors are only accessible to NPS staff. There is no visible motion 
detection in the second floor curator's storage {Room 203) or the 
workroom/storage (Room 201). There was formerly a metal cabinet for records 
storage in the curator's storage area that has been removed. 

From these upper floors, NPS staff/occupants have a choice of descending the 
stairs and exiting through the front door or continuing down to the basement 
level. Two exit doors are available at the basement level. The east door 
discharges on the street. The west door (not designated as an exit) discharges 
to the rear of the building where occupants can discharge to the public way 
via a side easement alley or the back alley. Access to the side easement alley 
exit is currently not monitored. The side alley door is locked and marked as a fire 
exit. Access to the rear alley via the open areaway under the porch extension is 
not monitored. There is a rear patio area that is not monitored. 

Wiring connecting the security monitors is not completely installed in conduit 
and is clearly visible in many locations. 

A Closed-Circuit Television (CCTV) system consisting of 3 (three) CCTV cameras 
has been proposed for installation on the third floor exterior and in the basement 
side easement alley that exits to the street (Rehabilitation Mechanical and 
Electrical Systems project- 100% construction documents dated 10/4/2001 ). 
Plans call for the basement level CCTV camera to be wireless. These cameras 
will provide coverage of the rear exit and part of the rear patio and the front 
street area and the front entrance (first floor) of the Petersen House. It is not 
clear if these CCTV cameras will have pan-tilt-zoom capabilities. The monitoring 
of the CCTV cameras in the building is to be performed at the guard station in 
the Ford's Theatre across Tenth Street. 
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Summary of Security Issues 

The foltowing is a list of security issues: 

1 . The existing system is dated but functional. 
2. Support for system spare parts and maintenance may be 

problematic due to the age of the system, if not upgraded. 
3. The alarm annunciation system should be integrated with the 

proposed CCTV system. 
4. Consideration should be given to adding window and door contact 

switches. This issue may be mitigated by the installation of the 
proposed CCTV cameras. However, roof area access via adjacent 
buildings still presents a vulnerability issue. 

5. Consideration should be given to using the rear exterior CCTV 
(proposed) for motion detection. 

6. The boiler room door should be monitored. 
7. Motion detection should be provided for the second floor. 
8. Monitoring of the rear patio should be provided (this is not covered 

by the proposed CCTV system). 
9. Consideration should be given to providing redundant monitoring 

capabilities of all Petersen House CCTV at the US Park Police 
Dispatch Center. 

10. Guard tour stations should be incorporated into the security system. 

Treatment of Security Deficiencies 

• Replace existing outdated system with an updated monitoring panel. 
• Remove existing abandoned in place security related wiring. 
• Provide additional monitoring by CCTV cameras with pan-tilt-zoom 

capabilities. 
• Add monitoring capabilities at the boiler room door and motion detectors 

throughout the second floor. 
• Run all security alarm and future CCTV wiring in conduit. 
• Integrate the alarm annunciation system with the proposed CCTV system. 
• Provide both local annunciation and remote monitoring (both at Ford's 

Theatre and at the US Park Police Dispatch Center). 
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Presence of Hazardous Materials - Existing Conditions 

Previous Testing and Abatement 

Custer Environmental conducted a limited lead-based paint (LBP) survey in April, 
1999 on exterior surfaces of the Petersen House. LBP was found using an RMD x­
ray fluorescence (XRF) Type Analyzer on the exterior doorway, window sashes, 
jambs, casing, sills/stools, wells, and the window shutter. LBP was also found on 
the painted roof flashing by means of laboratory analysis. 

Volz Environmental Services, Inc. (Volz) also performed further LBP screening and 
an asbestos survey in June and September, 2001. The objective of the 
screenings was to identify components which may be coated with LBP or have 
asbestos containing material (ACM) within the Petersen House in conjunction 
with the scheduled rehabilitation of the mechanical and electrical systems 
under National Park Service (NPS) contract No. 1443-CX-2000-98-012. 

A total of 93 LBP readings were taken during the course of the Volz inspection, 
using a Niton model XL-309 (XRF) analyzer. Volz considered painted 
components with lead concentrations of 0.1 mg/cm2 or greater to be LBP 
components. However, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has defined 
a lead-based paint as any paint, plaster, or other surface coating material 
containing greater than or equal to 1.0 milligram per square centimeter 
(mg/cm2) of lead. The District of Columbia uses a stricter value of equal to or 
greater than 0.7 mg/cm2 of lead to define a lead-based paint. Levels equal to 
or exceeding this value require licensing, training, respiratory protection and 
certification of contractors performing abatement of these painted surfaces. 
Therefore, Volz used too low a criterion to determine if components contained 
LBP (0.1 mg/cm2 instead of the recognized threshold of 0.7 mg/cm2). They 
erroneously listed many homogeneous areas (i.e., plaster ceilings and walls, 
white porch walls and yellow porch trim, and stained wood floors) as areas 
identified as containing LBP. 

Volz conducted the asbestos survey in accordance with the proper inspection 
protocols and defined materials containing greater than 1% asbestos as ACM. 
No bulk sampling of suspected ACM was conducted in the Petersen House due 
to the historical significance of the building. Therefore, all plaster within the 
Petersen House was considered an ACM. Furthermore, many other materials, 
(such as residual pipe insulation, window caulking and glazing, and assorted 
floor tile) were also assumed to be ACM. During previous renovations, pipe 
insulation abatement may have been conducted in such a fashion as to abate 
only the material that was visibly exposed. 
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New Survey Findings: Hazardous Materials and Construction Implications 

Asbestos was found in the form of pipe insulation at the radiator near the rear 
wall of Room 202, as shown in Table I to follow. The insulation is considered to be 
a regulated asbestos-containing material (RACM), and is in fair condition. If the 
material is to be disturbed by future renovations, then it is required to be 
properly removed by trained personnel and be disposed of as asbestos waste. 

Lead-based paint was found in numerous places within the building, as shown in 
Table II to follow. In general, the metal pan ceiling and most plaster walls, 
wooden stairs, doors, windows and radiators were all identified as lead-based 
paint building components that will require licensing and certification of 
contractors performing abatement of these surfaces. Before renovation work 
begins that may disturb a painted surface, the specific building component 
should be checked against Table II to see if the presence of lead-based paint is 
confirmed. If it is, a licensed lead abatement contractor or a contractor 
experienced in performing renovation work in accordance with OSHA's Lead in 
Construction regulations should be hired to perform the work. 

Current Asbestos 

This part of this hazardous materials survey report describes the inspection for 
ACM located at the Petersen House conducted by MECx, LLC (formerly 
Man Tech Environmental Corporation}. MECX's scope of work included the visual 
inspection of all areas as part of the Historic Structure Report to help guide future 
treatment and repair projects, and the sampling and analysis of encountered 
suspect ACM. 

The survey was conducted by personnel who have successfully completed 
Inspector and Management Planner training as specified in the Environmental 
Protection Agency's (EPA) AHERA Model Accreditation Plan. The survey began 
with a walk-through on each floor to identify various visually distinct 
homogeneous areas. Each homogeneous area was assessed for friability and 
exposure potential. Friability is defined as the ease with which a dry material 
can be reduced to a dust or powder using hand pressure. Bulk samples were 
randomly collected during the survey. These samples were collected and 
placed in 6-mil polyethylene zip-lock bags for transportation to the laboratory. 
The sampling strategy used was adequate to meet all applicable local and 
federal National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants (NESHAP) 
requirements for building renovations. 

A total of 23 bulk samples of suspected asbestos-containing materials were 
collected during the survey. If identical material and substrate were identified 
on multiple floors, it was considered the same homogeneous material. Asbestos 
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bulk sam~es were collected from floor tiles, plaster walls and ceilings, covebase 
molding mastic, exterior window caulking, linoleum flooring, and exposed pipe 
insulation. Two samples were split into two discrete samples (012902PH-B 1 and 
012902PH-B6), due to the presence of two layers, floor tile and mastic. One 
sample was separated into two distinct samples (0 12902PH-B 11), due to the 
presence of plaster skim and brown coats. A total of 26 samples were analyzed. 
All samples were analyzed at EMSL AnalyticaL Incorporated {EMSL) asbestos 
laboratory, which participates in both the American Industrial Hygiene 
Association (AIHA) and the National Voluntary Laboratory Accreditation 
Program {NVLAP). Analysis was accomplished using polarized light microscopy 
{PLM) in conjunction with dispersion staining techniques. The complete 
laboratory analytical results are found in the Building and Materials Analysis 
Reports Appendix. 

The EPA defines any material having an asbestos content of greater than one 
percent as an asbestos-containing material. The material determined to be 
asbestos-containing was classified as regulated asbestos containing material 
{RACM) as defined in the federal NESHAP regulations. 
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Asbestos Survey Sample Results 

All sample results are summarized in Table I that contains the location, sample 
designation, description, percentage and type of asbestos present in the 
sample. The samples are listed in numerical order based on location. Only 1 of 
the samples analyzed was determined to be asbestos-containing and it was the 
pipe insulation inside the wall near the rear window in Room 202. 

TABLE 1· ASBESTOS SAMPLE ANALYSIS SUMMARY* . 
Room Sample Designationtl> 

Description of Sampled Amount of Percent and Type 
Material Materialt2l of AsbestostJ) 

Basement/ 
first floor 0 12902PH-B7 Plaster wall in landing N/A NAD 
stairwell 

9 
012902PH-B11 

Plaster wall N/A NAD 
(brown coat) 

9 
012902PH-B11 

Plaster wall N/A NAD 
(skim coat) 

9 Ol2902PH-B12 Plaster ceiling N/A NAD 
10 012902PH-B lO Plaster ceilinQ N/A NAD 
11 0 12902PH-B 13 Plaster wall N/A NAD 
12 0 12902PH-B3 Plaster wall N/A NAD 

12 0 12902PH-B4 
Plaster ceiling above metal N/A NAD 
decorative pan ceilinq 

12 012902PH-B9 Exterior window caulk N/A NAD 
13 0 12902PH-B 1 (mastic) 9x9 floor tile and mastic NAD 
13 012902PH-B1 (tile} 9x9 floor tile and mastic N/A NAD 
13 0 12902PH-B2 Plaster wall N/A NAD 
13 012902PH-B5 Cove base mastic N/A NAD 
100 0 12902PH-B 15 Plaster wall N/A NAD 

104 
012902PH-B6 12x 12 gray floor tile and N/A NAD 
(mastic} mastic 

104 
0 12902PH-B6 12x 12 gray floor tile and N/A NAD 
(tile} mastic 

105 Q.l 2902PH-B8 Exterior window caulk N/A NAD 
107 012902PH-B 14 Plaster wall N/A NAD 
201 0 12902PH-B 17 Plaster wall N/A NAD 
202 Ol2902PH-B 16 Plaster wall N/A NAD 
202 0 12902PH-B 18 Brown linoleum floor N/A NAD 

202 0 l2902PH-B 19 Pipe insulation Unknown 
.30% Chrysotile. 

... and 1 O% Ambsite 
202 0 l2902PH-B20 Exterior window caulk N/A NAD 
301 0 12902PH-B23 Plaster wall in closet N/A NAD 
302 0 12902PH-B2l Plaster wall N/A NAD 
302 0 12902PH-B22 Plaster ceiling N/A NAD 

Notes: 1. Sample designations reference the date collected, location, and sample number. 
2. Indicates total amount of material for particular area sampled. 
3. Shaded samples indicate results Qreater than 1% asbestos. 

*Samples taken and survey conducted by MECX, 29 January 2002. 
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Current Lead in Paint 

This section of the hazardous materials survey report describes the inspection for 
lead-based painted components located at the Petersen House as part of the 
Historic Structure Report. MECX conducted a lead-based paint survey to identify 
lead-based paint on interior and exterior surfaces of the Petersen House. The 
lead-based paint survey was performed concurrently with the asbestos survey. 

This survey was performed by a licensed lead inspector in accordance with all 
local and federal regulations. The non-destructive lead-based paint survey was 
conducted using a Niton 703A Spectrum Analyzer Lead Detector [Serial No. 
U8382433L Y) commonly referred to as an x-ray fluorescence (XRF) device. 

The Occupational Safety and Health Administration [OSHA) has promulgated 
regulations concerning worker protection which require that precautions be 
taken when paint containing lead is disturbed. The major issue for worker 
protection is the amount of lead in the air, which is as dependent on the 
method of disturbance as it is on the concentration of lead in the paint. Only 
through air sampling during construction activities can the amount of lead in air 
be determined. Current OSHA regulations provide no threshold lead 
concentration that constitutes a lead-containing substance. Consequently, 
renovation and construction contractors should implement preventive control 
measures to ensure worker protection and regulatory compliance during 
activities which disturb lead-containing paint, until such time as exposure 
assessments indicate airborne lead concentrations are below permissible levels. 

A visual inspection of the building components revealed that the painted 
surfaces varied by component and several layers of paint were evident on 
some of the sampled areas. Most painted surfaces were observed to be in 
relatively good condition, with minimal/negligible areas of damage. A total of 
238 measurements were taken. including calibration readings. All calibration 
readings were within the range of accuracy required by the XRF manufacturer. 
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Building drawings provided a guide for labeling the XRF readings in various 
rooms on each floor. The inspector used a standard convention to label 
components for measurement, i.e., Side A of any room was the side nearest to 
the room entrance; Side B was to the left of Side A (when facing the building 
from the street}; Side C was opposite A; and Side D was opposite Side B. 

(/) 

0: 
CD 
OJ 

SideC 

Standard wall 
Naming 

Convention 

Side A 

1 Qth Street, NW 

Lead-Based Paint Survey Sample Results 

0 
Q) 
\J 
U? 

N 

The overall results of the XRF testing indicated that lead-based paint (greater 
than or equal to 0.7 mg/cm2) was identified on or within plaster walls, metal pan 
ceiling, wooden stairs, doors, windows, and radiators. The District of Columbia 
defines lead-based paint as equal to or greater than 0.7 mg/cm2 of lead. The 
positive XRF results are listed in Table II. 
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Table II: POSITIVE LEAD-BASED PAINT SURVEY RESULTS* 

Room Side Structure Substrate Color Lead Cone. 
(mg/cm2) 

Second Floor Hall A Wall Plaster White 1.27 
Second Floor Hall B Wall Plaster White 1.51 
Second Floor Hall c Wall Plaster White 1.31 
Second Floor Hall D Wall Plaster White 1.41 
Second Floor Hall D Window Wood White 3.8 
Second Floor Hall D Window Wood White 4.61 
Second Floor Hall B Door Wood White 14.73 
Second Floor Hall B Door Wood White 19.85 
Third Floor Hall B Window Wood White 40.81 
Third Floor Hall B Window Wood White 39.94 
Third Floor Hall B Window Wood White 44.62 
Third Floor Hall B Window Wood White 26.29 
Third Floor Hall B Stairs Wood Brown 5.14 
Third Floor Hall B Stairs Wood Brown 40.63 
Third Floor Hall B Stairs Wood Beige 21.03 
Third Floor Hall D Door Wood Tan 33.08 
Third Floor Hall D Door Wood Tan 34.38 
Third Floor Hall c Floor Wood tan 24.87 
Third Floor Hall door Wood Tan 40.04 
Porch Exterior back window wood Yellow 1.39 
Porch Exterior back window wood Gray 4.02 
Porch Exterior back window wood Taupe 36.25 
Porch Exterior front window wood Taupe 2.88 
Porch Exterior front railing metal Black 5.1 
9 A Wall Plaster Green 4.49 
9 c Wall Plaster Green 6.92 
9 D Door Wood White 1.2 
9 D Door Wood White 2.43 
9 A Door Wood White 32.36 
9 A Door Wood White 38.32 
9 B Door Wood White 33.95 
9 c Door Wood White 33.15 
9 c Door Wood White 41.6 
9 c· Wall Wood White 36.71 
9 A Wall Wood White 23.19 
9 c Wall Wood White 25.38 
9 c Stairs Wood Brown 3.23 
9 c Stairs Wood White 34.25 
9 c Stairs Wood White 37.25 
9 c Stairs Wood White 20.75 
9 c Stairs Wood White 33.59 
10 c Door Wood Yellow 33.36 
10 B Wall Plaster Yellow 5.1 
10 c Wall Plaster Yellow 4.32 
lO c Door Wood Brown 30.69 
10 c Door Wood Brown 26.12 
lO c Door Wood Brown 29.13 
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Room Side Structure Substrate 

10 c Floor Wood 
10 D Window Wood 
10 D Window Wood 
II A Wall Plaster 
II B Wall Plaster 
I 1 c Wall Plaster 
II D Wall Plaster 
11 B Door Wood 
11 B Door Wood 
11 B Window Wood 
11 B Window Wood 
12 B Wall Plaster 
12 c Wall Plaster 
12 D Wall Plaster 
12 Ceiling Metal 
12 c Stairs Wood 
12 c Stairs Wood 
12 c Stairs Wood 
12 A Window Wood 
12 A Window Wood 
12 A Window Wood 
12 A Window Wood 
12 A Door Wood 
12 A Door Wood 
12 A Door Wood 
12 D Door Wood 
12 B Wall Wood 
13 Ceiling Plaster 
13 A Door Wood 
13 A Door Wood 
13 A Window Wood 
100 D Wall Plaster 
100 A Wall Wood 
100 D Window Wood 
100 D Window Wood 
100 D Window Wood 
100 D Door Wood 
100 D Door Wood 
100 D Door Wood 
100 D Door Wood ·--· 
102 B Window Wood 
102 c Door Wood 
102 c Door Wood 
102 c Door Wood 
104 c Wall Plaster 
105 c Wall Plaster 

~- A Window Wood 
105 D Door Wood 
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Beige 16.67 
Beiqe 19.01 
Beige 36.53 
Green 5.1 
Green 15.9 
Green 5.1 
Green 5.1 
Brown 29.59 
Brown 39.99 
Brown 30.64 
Brown 36.76 
Tan 3.65 
Tan 4.31 
Tan 2.65 
White 26.98 
Brown 25.75 
Yellow 28.47 
Yellow 28.26 
Yellow 38.81 
Yellow 39.01 
Yellow 14.44 
Yellow 18.61 
Yellow 39.3 
Yellow 31.77 
Yellow 16.22 
Yellow 50.94 
Tan 32.51 
Yellow 0.84 
Yellow 24.27 
Yellow 29.67 
Yellow 2.72 
Other 0.93 
Beige 2.72 
Beige 34.94 
Beiqe 34.84 
Beiae 38.22 
Beige 36.68 
Beiae 37.79 
Beige 10.23 
White 33.54 

46.03 
Beige 39.86 
White 37.35 
White 5.37 
Tan 1.42 
Tan 32.61 
Yellow 27.44 . 
Yellow 5.76 

PART 1 F: Page 25 



Petersen House- House Where Lincoln Died Ford's Theatre National Historic Site 

Room Side Structure Substrate Color Lead Cone. 
(mg/cm2) 

105 c Wall Wood Yellow 20.44 
105 D Door Wood Yellow 33.38 
107 c Stairs Wood White 30.28 
107 c Stairs Wood White 37.22 
107 c Stairs Wood White 40.52 
201 A Wall Plaster White 3.84 
201 B Wall Plaster White 3.65 
201 c Wall Plaster White 2.94 
201 D Wall Plaster White 2.8 
201 D Door Wood White 5.1 
201 D Door Wood White 33.64 
201 D Door Wood White 45.03 
202 B Window Wood Tan 31.13 
202 B Window Wood Tan 32.72 
202 B closet plaster Blue 5.1 
202 radiator metal White 1.2 
203 c Wall Plaster White 2.58 
203 D Window Wood White 2.29 
203 D Window Wood White 0.8 
203 D Window Wood White 3.27 
203 D Window Wood White 27.03 
301 A Closet Wood Tan 31.41 
301 A Closet Wood Tan 35.61 
302 B Radiator Metal Tan 1.76 
303 c Wall Wood Tan 30.08 
303 D Window Wood Tan 37.96 
303 D Window Wood Tan 40.91 
303 D Window Wood Tan 34.07 
303 D Window Wood Tan 23.33 
303 A Fireplace Wood Tan 24.5 
303 A Fireplace Wood Tan 20.53 
303 A Wall Wood Tan 25.77 

*Samples taken and survey conducted by MECX, 29 January 2002. 

In addition, XRF results not listed indicated that there are other lead-in-paint (less 
than 0.7 mg/cm2 but greater than zero) components identified on or within the 
surveyed space, as well as other surfaces deemed to be lead-free. These areas 
are identified in a table with the complete XRF survey results in the Building and 
Materials Analysis Reports Appendix. 
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Abatement Requirements 

The areas inspected and sampled during the asbestos and lead paint surveys 
indicated that asbestos-containing materials and lead-based painted 
components are present and could possibly be disturbed during future 
renovation projects at the Petersen House. 

The asbestos-containing material identified was classified as RACM, as defined 
in the Federal National Emissions Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants (NESHAP) 
regulations. Asbestos-containing material classified as RACM shall be removed 
prior to any renovation projects that will disturb the material. 

Materials identified during the lead paint survey can be classified into three 
categories based on the amount of lead paint on the component. 1) lead­
based painted components (greater than or equal to 0.7 mg/cm2); 2) lead-in­
paint components (less than 0.7 mg/cm2 but greater than zero) and 3) lead free 
components. All three were identified within the Petersen House. Levels 
exceeding the lead-based paint value of greater than or equal to 0.7 mg/cm2 
require licensing and certification of contractors performing abatement of the 
painted surfaces. The major issue in levels below 0.7 milligrams per square 
centimeter becomes worker protection. The amount of lead in the air is as 
dependent on the method of disturbance as it is on the concentration of lead in 
the paint. Care should be taken to ensure that during the management in­
place of this paint. the painted surfaces containing lead remain in good 
condition and do not become chipped or flaked. 

Contractors are required to possess a lead-based paint abatement license prior 
to the start of abatement work on this project and any disturbance of lead­
based painted components identified in this report must be done so by a 
contractor who has an established respiratory protection program and a 
minimum of two day lead worker training for employees working with lead­
based paint. Where lead-based paint is present in the solid waste stream to be 
landfilled, undertake Toxicity Characteristic Leaching Procedure (TCLP) testing 
of the waste in accordance with EPA SWP 846 and local requirements to 
determine whether the waste is characterized as a hazardous material requiring 
disposal at a hazardous waste landfill or proper incineration. If any pointed 
surfaces containing lead identified in this study will be disturbed in conjunction 
with a future renovation project. it is recommended that a licensed lead 
abatement contractor or a contractor experienced in performing renovation 
work in accordance with OSHA's Lead in Construction regulations, 29 Code of 
Federal Regulations (CFR) 1926.62, be hired to perform the work. 
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Ongoing Management of Hazardous Materials 

To control asbestos-containing materials (ACM) in buildings, the USEPA {40 CFR 
763, Subpart E) has outlined five recommended response actions. They are 
removal, enclosure, encapsulation, repair, and an operations and maintenance 
{O&M) program. 

Removal means the taking out or the stripping of substantially all ACM from the 
building. If performed properly, removal eliminates the hazardous material from 
the building and reduces the liability of asbestos related diseases from exposures 
to asbestos by the building occupants. 

Enclosure refers to an airtight, impermeable, permanent barrier around ACM to 
prevent the release of fibers into the air. An enclosure will only be effective if it 
remains undamaged. Encapsulation means the treatment of ACM with a 
material that surrounds or embeds asbestos fibers in an adhesive matrix to 
prevent the release of fibers. The encapsulant creates a membrane over the 
surface or penetrates the materials and binds its components together. 
Enclosure and encapsulation can be used to control the release of asbestos 
fibers into the air, but these response actions are only temporary solutions, the 
asbestos still remains in the facility and can pose a problem in the future. 

Repair suggests returning damaged ACM to an undamaged condition or to an 
intact state so as to prevent fiber release. With this response action, the 
hazardous material remains in the building and should be monitored 
periodically. If the ACM has become damaged, the damage should be 
repaired immediately. 

O&M denotes a program of work practices to maintain friable ACM in good 
condition, ensure clean up of asbestos fibers previously released, and prevents 
further release by minimizing and controlling friable ACM disturbance or 
damage. The O&M program should be instituted until all of the ACM is removed 
from the building. 

Based on the results of the laboratory analysis of the bulk samples at the 
Petersen House, the pipe insulation, located on the second floor in room 202, 
was observed to contain asbestos, and is therefore a regulated asbestos­
containing material (RACM). The pipe insulation was observed to be in fair to 
good condition at the time of the survey, and it will probably not be disturbed 
by either day to day activities in the building or by renovation plans. MECX 
recommends the material be periodically monitored by implementing an O&M 
program. Warning labels (as per USEPA 40 CFR 763.95) should be posted on the 
pipe insulation as RACM to inform building occupants of its presence. 
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Accessibility 

ADA in Historic Properties 

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) mandates access for the disabled and 
includes the highly specific range of detailed provisions that are to be made to 
provide full access. The Federal Government has developed similar standards, 
called the Uniform Federal Accessibility Standard (UFAS). The National Park 
Service and the National Forest Service have also followed suit, developing 
additive guidelines for providing access for public landscapes. These collective 
standards have guided the National Park Service at Ford's Theatre National 
Historic Site in designing and providing as complete access to Ford's Theatre 
and Petersen House as is practical and consistent with the historic fabric of this 
historic site. Cursory inspections indicate that Petersen House when considered 
independently is not an accessible property under ADA guidelines, and that the 
NPS is fully aware of this situation. Rudimentary "accessible" facilities such as 
barrier free restrooms are available to visitors next door to Ford's Theatre, across 
the street, because minimal interpretation has kept visit time brief in the house. 
Yet, it is still unlikely that any disabled person could physically manage to visit the 
Petersen House without major changes to accommodate a lift or ramp. 

Any physical changes to the house exterior or interpreted floors of the Petersen 
House to accommodate "accessibility" would violate the historic integrity of the 
site and directly threaten or destroy its historic significance. This fact is due to 
the importance of the house to our nation as the place where President Lincoln 
was taken following his assassination at Ford's Theatre, and the National Park 
Service's choice to restore and to interpret the house as it appeared this date in 
April of 1865. Generally, additions or alterations to an existing building must 
comply with ADA accessibility guidelines for new construction. However, as a 
federally owned qualified historic building, subject to the National Historic 
Preservation Act and review by the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, 
alternative technical provisions may be permitted when "alterations" are 
undertaken. An alteration is a "change that affects or could affect the use of a 
building, such as a remodeling, renovation, rehabilitation, historic restoration, 
changes or rearrangements in structural parts or elements, or extraordinary 
repairs." No alterations of this magnitude have occurred at the property since 
January 26, 1992 when compliance by legislation became required. Following 
are examples of work that have been implemented on the property, but are not 
considered alterations by the legislation: maintenance, reroofing, painting or 
wallpapering, asbestos removal, and changes to mechanical and electrical 
systems. Similar actions will likely continue as the property is cared for under 
normal circumstances. In summary, because the property has not undergone a 
significant rehabilitation since the legislation requiring "accessibility" became 
effective, compliance with ADA has not been expected to date. 
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Universal Accessibility 

Other accessibility related directives, beyond ADA compliance, seek to add a 
higher level of consideration by an agency - to take into account the simple 
satisfaction granted to the public visitor through ease and convenience of 
moving about and through a property. The term "universal access" describes 
the need to provide for enjoyment of public property by everyone, from fully 
able-body visitors to children in strollers, to toddlers, to grandparents, and to the 
wheelchair bound and otherwise mobility impaired. This concept of "inclusive" 
access also extends to persons with grasping, visual, and hearing impediments. 
To meet the principles of universal accessibility and to avoid discrimination of an 
"individual with a disability," the NPS provides an alternative means of accessing 
the Petersen House for visitors to the Ford's Theatre National Historic Site. To all 
visitors who are unable to physically mount the steps into and from the house, 
an alternative way to view the interior spaces of the first floor restored rooms, 
and especially the Death Room, is offered. A video of the Ford's Theatre 
National Historic Site highlighting both Ford's Theatre and the Petersen House is 
maintained for viewing at the security building that adjoins the theatre. The 
availability of this option is not advertised, but offered when requested. Other 
alternatives for the physically challenged visitor should be explored within the 
framework of a Comprehensive Development Plan, recommended as part of 
this study. Other visitors can be accommodated within the existing visitation 
pattern, but the experience may be enhanced for some through thoughtful 
improvements to circulation patterns and introduction of varied interpretation 
methods. 

Accessibility Survey - Architecture 

A thorough accessibility survey of the Petersen House was conducted in August 
2002, using BOMA International's ADA Compliance Guidebook (Meeting the 
Title Ill Provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act). The guidebook provides 
a checklist for compliance with Appendix A of 28 CFR Part 36 and Investigates 
the accessibility of all aspects of the building and site from parking, to alarms 
and handrails. A visual inspection evaluated individual building elements and 
materials, then passages, stairs, doorways and diameters of handrails were 
measured to determine compliance. ADA compliance of fire alarms, signsfor 
exiting, and equipment controls were reviewed by surveyors for each respective 
engineering discipline (See Parts 1 E and 1 F). Detailed results of the architectural 
survey follow this summary. The path of travel used for the survey follows current 
and optional circulation patterns of the public through the restored areas of the 
property. The survey does not include the basement floor level where the public 
exited following the 1959 rehabilitation, because the Mechanical/Electrical 
upgrade project will relocate barriers into this corridor, clearing the side 
easement passage for unobstructed travel. 
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Public Path of Travel to and from the "Primary Function Area:" 
The primary function area of the Petersen House is the first floor within the main 
block of the house and the Death Room within the rear ell. These are the only 
spaces within the house that are restored, interpreted and visited by the public. 
Ideally, this would be an accessible, continuous and unobstructed route, as the 
following statement describes: In buildings of "public accommodation," the 
accessible path of travel shall begin with accessible parking and building 
entrance and offer accessible restrooms (or single accessible unisex restroom) 
and compliant water fountains. If no restrooms or water fountains are required 
for use by the general public, then none need to be provided to meet ADA. 

General architectural provisions that meet the requirements include: 
• clear path width of minimum 36" (except at doorways} 
• level walking surface, curb ramp at maximum slope 1:6- no longer than 2' 

length; running slopes not exceeding 1 :20 
• maximum ramp slope of 1:12, maximum rise for any run shall be 30" 
• thresholds at maximum W' height 
• on stairs, handrails 34-38" height measured from stair nosing 
• on stairs, clear space between handrail and wall to measure 1 W' 

The following is an accounting of how these provisions compare to the actual 
built conditions (or as last renovated} at the Petersen House. Some minor 
deficiencies could be corrected and barriers removed, but in a majority of 
cases, the feature or element in violation is original to the house, and should not 
be altered. 

Public Transit, Street Parking and Restroom Facilities: 
Nearest Metro stop is Metro Center, with an accessible entrance 1 street 

over to the west, and one block to the north from Petersen House. 
Curb measures 6" height- no accessible parking spaces are provided. 
No curb cuts or ramps are provided in mid-block (only at street corners}, 

so that dropping-off from a vehicle near the building entrance of 
the Petersen House is difficult to maneuver for the physically 
challenged. At Ford's Theatre across Tenth Street, the only curb cut 
located near the theatre is the driveway entrance to the adjacent 
parking garage (to the north). Temporary ramps have been added 
to span steps at the northernmost building entrance. This is the 
route to the only alternate means of viewing the Petersen House in 
video format and to accessible restrooms. 

As designated after the 1959 rehabilitation, the Path of Travel directed visitors up 
the stairs from Tenth Street to the main entrance door into the first floor level. 
After viewing the Death Room, visitors exited through the doorway onto the rear 
porch and down the stairs to view the "beautified garden," with period 
plantings. Visitors then exited through the basement level of the house and up 
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the exterior stairs to the street level. There was no interpretation provided within 
the basement floor level, but visitors were allowed to see the rear of the house. 
They could see how the house levels related and surmise how the historic 
functions were organized. This path was altered for safety reasons when a 
plaster wall within the Basement hallway began to fail and cladding material 
from the Lincoln Building began to fall into the garden area. 

Current Path of Travel - Entrance to Exit: 
From Street/Sidewalk up to First Floor main entrance: 

Curving steps consisting of 9 risers that equal 68" vertical level change, 
material: brownstone or seneca sandstone (replaced in 1959) 

Step treads measure 7 %" deep at narrowest point, 19" at widest point 
Stairs measure 49" clear width between handrails at railing 
Cast iron railing measures 32" high at steps and 35" high at stoop- pickets 

spaced at 4 112'' oc (original, but repaired when stoop replaced) 
Sill 9" height above stoop level(one step height) 
Main Doorway- 32 %" clear width, %" threshold height 

First Floor Level: 
Hall- 68" width of corridor (baseboard radiators reduce by 4" 

both sides, then 60" clear at this point} 
Hall at Stairs- 35" width of corridor (radiator one side, 31" clear) 
Stairway - 30" clear width between wood railing (3" wide) and wall 

(no railing along wall), railing height 28" from step front 
Continue path to exit by returning as entered. 

The current Path of Travel directs visitors up the stairs from Tenth Street to the 
main entrance door into the first floor level. The steep, curving-type staircase is 
not easy to mount, and the railing is just shy of the recommended height, but 
this entrance sequence fittingly follows the path traveled by Lincoln, as he was 
carried after being shot. Visitors are not presently allowed to continue through 
the Death Room and down the rear porch steps for exiting through the 
basement level, due to safety concerns. Visitors are now directed to return as 
they entered, after viewing the restored rooms, leading to some congestion and 
confusion. This plan requires fewer NPS staff to limit visitor traffic and monitor the 
path, while providing informational support to the limited written interpretation 
provided. The full extent of the house including the yard/garden is not 
experienced and the historic use of the house for boarders is not understood. If 
bus load(s) arrive at one time, the staff person must allow only 15 (or 20 if school 
group} to enter at a time. There is no protected area to wait on the street. 
Strollers cannot be left unattended on the public sidewalk, so they are carried 
into the constricted space. This situation is problematic, because damage to 
the restored finishes will likely occur over time. This Path of Travel is very efficient, 
but only adequate in periods of low visitation. 
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Path of Travel as designed in M/E Upgrade project - Entrance to Exit: 
Note: survey was performed prior to alterations under the upgrade project­
verify conditions after construction is complete. 

From Street/Sidewalk up to First Floor main entrance: 
Same as above, but exit downstairs by passing through Death Room, 

down steps at Rear Porch to Basement level brick porch 

Doorway from Hall to Death Room - 32" clear width, 
apx. 6" change of vertical elevation at threshold is ramped 
down with metal sloped insert with roughened surface 

Doorway from Death Room to Rear Porch - 28" clear width, 
3/.t threshold height to wooden deck level 

Passage at rear porch along window wall- 35" clear width to railing 
Railing- 34" height, 5/4 x 5/4 wooden pickets, spaced 4"oc 
Stairs down measure 30" clear width between railing and wall 

(no railing along wall} 
Steps down consisting of 2 risers that equal 1 0" vertical level change 

to mid-landing and 12 risers that equal 90" vertical level 
change to brick porch level equal 1 00" total change 

From Rear Porch (scheduled to be enclosed with upgrades) through Side 
Easement passage to exitway (existing door) at Street: 

Corridor width at entrance to passage from porch - 28" clear width 
Step consisting of l riser that equals 9" vertical level change (at 

narrow point in corridor leading to passage). 
Corridor width: 36" wide, but current obtrusions include, electric 

meter, electric panel board, surface mounted conduit, 
outlets, etc. (scheduled to be relocated to basement level 
corridor with upgrades} 

Corridor materials: brick masonry walls, concrete floor, and narrow, 
two story height that creates feeling of claustrophobia 
{suspended drywall ceiling at one story height scheduled with 
upgrades) 

Stairs measure 36" width (obtrusions currently prevent 36" clear 
width- verify removal of items in violation) 

Step treads measure 1 0" deep 
Steps leading to doorway consisting of 4 risers that equal39 %" 

vertical level change, material: stone (new concrete steps 
scheduled with upgrades} 

Side Doorway at Street front- 33" clear width , currently locked from 
both sides by double keyed dead bolt (scheduled to receive 
panic/exit hardware with upgrades) 
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As designed within the proposed construction project Rehabilitate Mechanical 
and Electrical Systems, Ford's Theatre National Historic Site (2002), the Path of 
Travel would return to the 1959 scheme, requiring the electric panel at the side 
easement to be relocated to the basement level hallway to accommodate 
visitor exiting through the passageway. The initial goal was to better manage 
the interior environmental conditions (originally to include cooling) by enclosing 
the lower level of the rear porch and limiting the use by visitors of other exterior 
doorways into the "conditioned" building. When air conditioning was removed 
from the project design as a "value engineering" measure, some of the merits of 
the above scheme, including the porch enclosure, were negated. 

If the above path was reversed, visitors could visit or view the yard/garden while 
waiting, a protected waiting area would be available, and there could be a 
fairly secure and out of the way area available for strollers to be parked while 
visiting the house. Normally, both of the schemes utilizing the side easement 
passage would require additional NPS staff for visitor control; however, 
monitoring by a closed circuit television along the path is also proposed under 
the upgrade project. If the former Kitchen (Room 12) was converted into an 
exhibit area, as recommended elsewhere in this study, this location off the rear 
porch level would serve the path of travel regardless of direction. To reach 
multiple objectives, Room 12 could become an "accessible" exhibit area for an 
alternative means of visitation for those visitors in wheelchairs if the floor of the 
side easement was finished as a sloping ramp. The corridor measuring 36" width 
meets "accessible" clearance requirements, except for the transition portal to 
the rear porch (28" clear). A ramp of 1:12 slope, running 36 feet long to span 
the 30" vertical differential from the easement door at Tenth Street to the rear 
brick porch, would fit perfectly in the available space. If this option for an 
"accessible entrance" was implemented, the addition of a permanently 
allocated handicap parking space with curb cut would be desirable in front of 
the house. This could be coordinated with future sidewalk improvements by DC. 

Conclusion 

It is apparent by the advantages and disadvantages outlined for all listed Paths 
of Travel, that none meet all accessibility requirements, and each present 
varying degrees of success in granting visitors the ability to view the historic 
configuration of the house and enhanced historic and cultural interpretation. 

Once selected by the NPS, the final Path of Travel should be re-evaluated 
based on actual field conditions following the mechanical/electrical upgrade 
project to further identify ways to limit barriers and obstructions. In designing the 
circulation pattern that best meets both the NPS's and the visitor's needs and 
physical requirements, consider new opportunities for historic interpretation and 
expanding the visitor's experience of the house and its complete story. 
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Petersen House - House Where Lincoln Died Ford's Theatre National Historic Site 

Index to Historic Documents 

Historic Photographs are arranged in chronological order by category: 

Exterior of Petersen House 
Photograph I Primary (East) Facade 
Date: c 1883 Photographer: unknown NPS-NCR (FTNHS) Collection 

Photograph II 
Date: c1890s 

Photograph Ill 
Date: c1925 

Photograph IV 
Date: 1953 

Photograph V 
Date: 2/1959 

Photograph VI 
Date: unknown 

Photograph VII 
Date: 12/1958 

Photograph VIII 
Date: 12/1958 

Photograph IX 

Date: 12/1958 

Photograph X 
Date: 1968 

Photograph XI 
Date: 1968 

Historic Documents 

Primary (East) Facade 
Photographer: unknown NPS-NCR (FTNHS) Collection 

Primary (East} Facade during Oldroyd's charge of Museum 
Photographer: unknown NPS-NCR (FTNHS) Collection 

Primary (East) Facade-Detail of Brownstone Steps 
Photographer: A. Rowe-NPS NPS-NCR (FTNHS) Collection 

Primary (East) Facade during 1959 Rehabilitation 
Photographer: A. Rowe-NPS NPS-NCR (FTNHS) Collection 

Primary (East} Facade following 1959 Rehabilitation 
Photographer: A. Rowe-NPS NPS-NCR (FTNHS) Collection 

Rear Courtyard with 1899 Addition before 1959 Rehabilitation 
Photographer: A. Rowe-NPS NPS-NCR (FTNHS) Collection 

Rear Courtyard and West Facade before 1959 Rehabilitation 
Photographer: A. Rowe-NPS NPS-NCR (FTNHS) Collection 

Demolition of 1899 Addition during 1959 Rehabilitation 
Second Floor Bathroom has yet to be demolished. 
Photographer: Stewart Bros. NPS-NCR (FTNHS) Collection 

Primary (East) Facade- HABS-DC-165 
Photographer: J. Boucher-NPS Library of Congress-P&P 

Primary (East} Facade-Detail of Footscraper- HABS-DC-165 
Photographer: J. Boucher-NPS Library of Congress-P&P 
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Interior of Petersen House 
Photograph XII Photographic repro of Sketch of rear wall of Death Room 
Date: 1865 Artist: Alfred Waud Library of Congress 

Photograph XIII 
Date: 4/1865 

Photograph XIV 
Date: 1932 

Photograph XV 
Date: 1932 

Photograph XVI 
Date: 4/1959 

Photograph XVII 
Date: 1968 

Photograph of Death Room just after time of Lincoln's Death 
Photographer: Julius Ulke NPS-NCR (FTNHS) Collection 

Photograph of renovated Death Room - view of bed 
Photographer: unknown NPS-NCR (FTNHS) Collection 

Photograph of renovated Death Room -view of rear wall 
Photographer: unknown NPS-NCR (FTNHS) Collection 

Photograph of Death Room during 1959 Rehabilitation 
Photographer: Stewart Bros. NPS-NCR (FTNHS) Collection 

Photograph of Death Room Bed after Rehab.- HABS-DC-165 
Photographer: J. Boucher-NPS Library of Congress-P&P 

Photograph XVIII Photograph of Parlors after 1959 Rehab.- HABS-DC-165 
Date: 1968 Photographer: J. Boucher-NPS Library of Congress-P&P 

Historic Drawings arranged in chronological order: 
Note: All Drawings are printed from reduced, scanned images of original 
documents, provided to the architect by NPS-NCR -although many with vital 
information are not included due to illegibility at report size. 

Coal Shed and Storeroom to be built- Corps of Engineers (U.S. Army)-Office of 
Public Buildings and Grounds Date: 7/1899 NPS-NCR (FTNHS) Collection 

Floor Plan- Square 347 (Measured Drawing}- Office of Public Buildings and 
Grounds Date: 1905 NPS-NCR (FTNHS) Collection 

Plan of Room Where Lincoln Died, National Park Service- National Capital Parks 
Date: 10/1945 NPS-NCR (FTNHS) Collection 

Plat of Deed, Square 347, Lot 14 (from original deed), National Park Service-
National Capital Parks Date: 2/1950 NPS-NCR (FTNHS) Collection 

Garden Development Plan, National Park Service- National Capital Parks 
Date: 7/1959 NPS-NCR (FTNHS} Collection 

Historic American Buildings Survey Recordation Project of Wm. A. Petersen House 
(HABS-DC-165) 5 Drawing Sheets Date: 1977 Library of Congress-P&P 
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Photograph I 
Date: c1883 

Primary (East) Facade 
Photographer: unknown NPS-NCR (FTNHS) Collection 





Photograph II Primary (East) Facade 

Date: c1890s Photographer: unknown NPS-NCR (FTNHS) Collection 





Photograph Ill Primary (East) Facade during Oldroyd's charge of Museum 
Date: c1925 Photographer: unknown NPS-NCR (FTNHS) Collection 





Photograph IV 
Date: 1953 

Primary (East) Fac;:ade-Detail of Brownstone Steps 
Photographer: A. Rowe-NPS NPS-NCR (FTNHS) Collection 





Photograph V 
Date: 2/1959 

Primary (East) Fac;ade during 1959 Rehabilitation 
Photographer: A. Rowe-NPS NPS-NCR {FTNHS) Collection 





Photograph VI Primary (East) Facade following 1959 Rehabilitation 
Date: unknown Photographer: A. Rowe-NPS NPS-NCR (FTNHS) 
Collection 





Photograph VII Rear Courtyard with 1899 Addition before 1959 
Rehabilitation Date: 12/1958 Photographer: A. Rowe-NPS NPS-NCR 
(FTNHS) Collection 





Photograph VIII 
Date: 12/1958 

Rear Courtyard and West Fa<;ade before 1959 Rehabilitation 
Photographer: A. Rowe-NPS NPS-NCR (FTNHS) Collection 





Photograph IX Demolition of 1899 Addition during 1959 
Rehabilitation Second Floor Bathroom has yet to be demolished. 
Date: 12/1958 Photographer: Stewart Bros. NPS-NCR (FTNHS) 
Collection 
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Photograph X Primary (East) Facade- HABS-DC-165 
Date: 1968 Photographer: J. Boucher-NPS Library of Congress-P&P 





Photograph XI Primary (East) Facade-Detail of Footscraper- HABS-DC-165 
Date: 1968 Photographer: J. Boucher-NPS Library of Congress-P&P 





Photograph XII 
Date: 1865 

Photographic repro of Sketch of rear wall of Death Room 
Artist: Alfred Waud library of Congress 





Photograph XIII Photograph of Death Room just after time of Lincoln's Death 

Date: 4/1865 Photographer: Julius Ulke NPS-NCR (FTNHS) Collection 





Photograph XIV Photograph of renovated Death Room - view of bed 

Date: 1932 Photographer: unknown NPS-NCR (FTNHS) Collection 



----------------



Photograph XV Photograph of renovated Death Room - view of rear wall 

Date: 1932 Photographer: unknown NPS-NCR (FTNHS) Collection 





Photograph XVI Photograph of Death Room during 1959 Rehabilitation 

Date: 4/1959 Photographer: Stewart Bros. NPS-NCR (FTNHS) Collection 



RE:liABI.LITATION OF PETERSON HOUSE 
516, lOth STREET,N.lL 

CONTRACT NO.l4-10-0Z.8-l\307 
ROOM WB:ERE MR. LINCOLN D !ED 
/>PRIL 15th, 1959 NO.lJ 



Photograph XVII 
Date: 1968 

Photograph of Death Room Bed after Rehab.- HABS-DC-165 
Photographer: J. Boucher-NPS Library of Congress-P&P 





I 
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I Photograph XVIII Photograph of Parlors after 1959 Rehab.- HABS-DC-165 

Date: 1968 Photographer: J. Boucher-NPS Library of Congress-P&P 





Coal Shed and Storeroom to be built 
Corps of Engineers (U.S. Army)-Office of Public Buildings and Grounds 
Date: 7/1899 NPS-NCR (FTNHS) Collection 
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Floor Plan- Square 347 (Measured Drawing) 
Office of Public Buildings and Grounds 
Date: 1905 NPS-NCR (FTNHS) Collection 
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Plan of Room Where Lincoln Died, National Park Service 
National Capital Parks 
Date: 10/1945 NPS-NCR (FTNHS) Collection 
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Plat of Deed, Square 347, Lot 14 (from original deed) 
National Park Service - National Capital Parks 
Date: 2/1950 NPS-NCR (FTNHS) Collection 
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Garden Development Plan 
National Park Service - National Capital Parks 
Date: 7/1959 NPS-NCR (FTNHS) Collection 
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WILLIAM A. PETERSEN 

;j ~ '. ~ 8 
h• 
~Olin 

HOUSE liH 
ill 

(HOUSE WHERE LINCOLN DIED) ~ 

D EJD 
F STREET 

~ 

~ 
~ 

" ~ 

EB 
EAST (STREET) ELEVATION ~ NEIGHBORHOOD MAP ~ FEET I"• IOd 

¥------\__}----1 
METERS 1•4S 

~ 
METERS ~1200 

"' "' "' ~24oooE >25 

TAKEN FROM IJSGS WASHINGTON WEST, D.C. QJAORANGI..E MAP 1971 UTM:J8.324260.4307040 

hocf I 
LOCATION MAP ::~:ETERS l•aofOOO ~ EB 
THE PETERSEN HOUSE WAS BUILT BY WILLIAM A. PETERSEN IN 1849. THE 
HOME WAS THE SCENE OF PRESIDENT LINCOLN'S DEATH ON APRIL 15, 1865. 
LINCOLN WAS BROUGHT TO A SMALL BEDROOM ON THE FIRST FLOOR AFTER 
BEING SHOT BY JOHN WILKES BOOTH WHILE ACROSS THE STREET AT FORD'S 
THEATER. THE U.S. GOVERNMENT PURCHASED THE HOUSE IN 1896 AND 
PLACED IT UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE THIRTY 
YEARS LATER. TODAY IT IS KNOWN AS THE HOUSE WHERE LINCOLN DIED. 

THIS PROJECT WAS UNDERTAKEN BY THE HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS 
SURVEY IN COOPERATION WITH THE HISTORIC RESOURCE SERVICES DIVISION 
OF THE OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL SERVICES FOR THE NATIONAL CAPITAL 
REGION. UNDER THE DIRECTION OF JOHN POPPELIE.RS, CHIEF OF HABS, THE 
PROJECT WAS COMPLETED DURING THE SUMMER OF 1977 AT THE HISTORIC 
AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY'S OFFICE IN WASHINGTON D.C. BY KENNETH 
PAYSON (TEXAS TECH. UNIVERSITY), PROJECT SUPERVISOR, AND ROBERT CLARKE 
(UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME), JONATHAN FINE (CORNELL UNIVERSITY), AND 
DURWARD W. POTTER (UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND), ARCHITECTURAL TECHNICIANS. 
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APPENDIX B 





Petersen House- House Where Lincoln Died 

EJl!lSL Analytical, Inc. 
Attn.; Dana Gates 

10768 BaldnumiAvenue 
BeltsviUe, MD 20705 
Phone: (301} 937·570() 

- -······· ....... ------···-···-

Fax: (301) 937~5701 

Mantach Environmental Corporation 
9189 Red Branch Road 

Friday, February 08, 2002 

Columbia, MD 21045-2013 Ref Number: MD02597 

POLARIZED LIGHT lVIICROSCOPY (PLM) 
Performed by E:P A 600IR~93/116 Method* 

Sample Location Appearance 

012902PH- 9X9 flr.llle & 61ack/Whl\e 
B1(TILE) mastic (grO\Jnd) 

Non-Fibrous 
Homogeneoll1l 

012902PH· 9x9 fir. tile & Brown 
B1{MASTIC) mastic {ground) 

Non-Fibrous 
Homogeneous 

012002Pli•B2 Plaster wall White 
(ground) Non-Fibrous 

Homogenoous 

012S02PH-B3 ?la!>tllrwall Wh\te 
(groUnd) Ncn-Fillrous 

Homogeneo~s 

01Z902PH-84 Piaster ceiling Grey 
(ground) Other 

HomogensO\Js 

012902PH-B5 Covsbas!> mastic Brown 

Non-Fibrous 
HCll'nO!lSO&OUS 

Project: 9017.034 

Sample ASBESTOS 
Trntmeut % Type 

Crushed/Dissolved None Detecled 

Crush9d/Dlssolve<i None Dewvted 

Cru.shed/Dissolvt1d · None Dsttl¢Wd 

Cr~s!wc!IDlssolved 

None Detected 

Noos Detecled 

NON-ASB£STOS 
% Fibrous % Non-Ftbrous 

lll011e Detect&d 1 00% Other 

None O&tacled 100% Other 

Nons Detected 85% Gypsum 
15% 0\her 

None Detected 8S%Gyp.sum 
15% Other 

5%Halr S5%Quart2: 
10% Gypsum 

None Detected 100% Other 

Commento: For all obviously helerogeneous samples easily separated lnro subsamples. and for layereo samples. each component ls analyzed separa!ety. 
Also, "11 of L.ay!lrs" raiera to number of separable sub:~.smp~s. 
• NY samples analy<(ed by ELAP i 98.1 Method. 

AJ. 
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Petersen House- House Where Lincoln Died Ford's Theatre National Historic Site 

EMSL Analytical, Inc. 19768 8.Jlimori A.Veltll~ 
Be/JwiTJe, MJ) 20705 

Phon•: (JOJ) 917-5700 FtiX: (301) 937-5701 

Attn.: Dana Gates 

Mantoch Environmental Corporation 
9189 Red Branch Road 

Friday, Febr\Jary 08, 2002 

Columbia, MO 21045-2013 Ref Number: MD02597 

POLARIZED LIGHT MICROSCOPY (PLM) 
P•~rformed by EPA 600/R-93/116 Metbod* 

Project: 9017-034 

Simple ASBESTOS NON-ASBESTOS 
Sample Location Appearance TrtatmeDt 'lo T)'p• % Flbt"Ous % Non--Fibrous 

012902PH. 12x12.grayfir. tne Grey Crushed/Dissolv~ None Detected None Detected 90% ca Carbonate 
66(TILE) & mastic (second) 

NQn..FibroU9 10% Mi;l\rbl; 

Homogoneous 

012W2~H- 12x12 grey fir. tite Brown Crushed/Olssolwd None De~ Nona De\&eted 100% Other 
BG(MASTIC) & matie (second) Non-Fibrou! 

HomogQnQOUS 

012902~-87 Plaster wall In Wnlta crvshed/Dinolved None Detected "'one~d SS%Gypsum 
.stalrwsll 

Non-~lbr'ous 15% 0\her 
l-lomogenG0\15 

012902PH-B6 Exterior window White Crushed/Ol$SOI11ed Nona Deiected None Dtlt.;.cted 85% Ca Carbonc;~te 
caulk {second} Non·Flbtous 15% Othe:r 

Homogeneous 

0\2902PH-89 E.x.\er1or wlndow Grey Crush&d!Oie:sol'ISd Nono Oataocted None De1:e~ed 100% Otl\e( 
caulk {ground} Non--F'Ibrotis 

Homogeneoos 

012902PH·B10 Plaste:r c.e!IJng front Grey CtU5h9d/OiuDived None OetectOO Non& Detected 3S% Perlite 
par'IOI' Non -Fibrous 65% Olher 

Homogeneous 

eorn~nts; FQI" all obviously heterogeneous sampkt:~ easily separated lnW $ubsamples, and for layered samples. elilch component Is analyzed &eparately. 
Also, "# of Layers- refQJ'S to number of separable subsample&. 

·1im~FM~rd 
Brett Macey 

Analyst 

Appendix B: Page II 
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Petersen House- House Where Lincoln Died Ford's Theatre National Historic Site 

EMSLA 
10768 Bllltln&orii Avenue 
Beltsv/Ue, MD 20705 

Phon6: (101) 937-5700 Fax: (JOJ) 937~5701 

Attn.: Dana Gates 

Mantech Environmental Corporation 
9169 Red Branch Road 
Columbia, MD 21 045·2013 

Friday, February 08, 2002 

Ref Number: MD02597 

POLARIZED LIGHT MICROSCOPY {PLM) 
Perform·ed by ~PA 600JR~93/116 Method* 

Sample Locatioo Appearance 

012902PH· 
B11(SKIM 
COAT) 

Plaster wall in hall White 

012902PH­
B11(BROWN 
COAT) 

{ground) 

Plaster wall in hall 
(ground) 

01 2902PH-812 Plaster ceiUng In 
hall 

012902PH·B13 Plil$tar wallln 
mec:h. rm 

Non-Fibrous 
Homogeneous 

Brown 
other 
Homogeneous 

White/Grey 

Other 
Heterogeneous 

Whi~JGrey 

Other 
Heterogeneol.l$ 

012902PH-B14 Plaster wall In hall White/Grey 
(first) Other 

Heterogeneous 

012902PH·B15 Pla$ter wall in front White/Grey 
parlor (llt&t) Other 

Heterogeneous 

Projeet: 9017-034 

Sample 
Treatment 

Crushed/Dissolved 

Crushed/Dis601ved 

CrushadtDiliSolved 

Crushed/Oissolved 

Crushed/Dissolved 

CrvshediDissolved 

ASBESTOS 
% Type 

None Detected 

None Detected 

· None Oelec!ed 

None Detected 

None Det!tcte<l 

None Detected 

NON-ASBESTOS 
o/o Fibrous % Non-Fibrous 

None Detected 85% Gypsum 
15% Other 

3%Hair 

2% Hair 

2%Halr 

3% Hair 

3%Halr 

90% Quartz 

7%Gypsum 

SO% Quartz 
18%0ther 

90% Quar!Z 
S% Other 

87% QuartZ 
10% Other 

55% Quartz 
12% Other 

Comments: For all obviously heterogeneous samples easily seperated Into sub6amplas, and for la}'Qred samples, each oomponent Is analyzed ~parately. 
Also."# of Layen;• refers to number ot separable subsamples. 
• NY samples pnalyzed by ELAP 198.1 Method. 

11}~ 
Brett Macey 
• Analyst 

HISTORIC STRUCTURE REPORT 
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Petersen House- House Where Lincoln Died Ford's Theatre National Historic Site 

_____________ _,,:;;,> 

·------------------------------¥08&:~·--------------------~A 

J 

I 

EMSL Analytical, Inc .. 
10768 Balt.imore Avenue 
lJdtwille, MD 20705 

Sample 

012S02PH-S1S 

012902PH-817 

012$02PH-B1B 

012902PH-S 19 

012902PH-920 

012S02PH-B21 

Alto.: Dana Gates 

Mantech Environmental Corporatlon 
9189 Red Branch Road 
Columbia, MD 2.1 045-20 13 

Phone: (301) 937-5700 Fax: (301) 937-5701 

Friday, February 08, 2002 

. Ref Number: MD02597 

POLARIZED LIGHT MICROSCOPY (PLM) 
Performed by EPA 600!R-93/116 Method* 

Projact: 9017-034 

Sample ASBESTOS NON-ASBESTOS 
Lo~athm Apptarance T:rntmtnt "I~ Type % Fibrous % Non-F!br1>!.ls 

Plaswr wall Whi\e CrushediPissolvt>d None Detected None Dstec!ed 100% Other 
(second) 

Non-Fibrous 

Homogeneous 

Plesl$r w~ll White Crushea!D:swlved Nona Detected None Daiected tOO% Other 
(second) 

Non-Fibrous 

Homogeneous 

Unolel.lm fir. brown Brown Crushed!Disso!Ved None Oetecled 15% Cellulose 25% Olhw 
(second) Other 

MomcgMeous 

Pips lnsu!atlon White Crus~,ed1Dissoived 30% Chryso\ile eo% Gypsum 
{second) JO!her 

tHomogeneous 

iO% Amoslte 

Exterior windo·# Grey Crut;hod/Oisso!ved None Detected Non~ Dstacted 90% Ca Carbonate 
caulk (second) Non-Fibrous 10% Other 

Homogeneous 

Pl;!!;l$r wall (third) Whits!Srcwn Crushed1DlssoiVed None Datected 2% Hair 90% Quartz 

Other 8% Gypsum 

He\eroGenac~s 

Comments; For all obviously hewog&neous samples easily separated Into subsamplea, and for layered samples, G:JCI'l component Is ana:yz&d separately. 
Also,"# ol LayefS" mfers to numb-er of separable autsamplas. 

• NY samplss analyzed by ELAP 198.1 Method. 

CJV~~ 
Bratt Macey 

Analyst 

Appendix B: Page IV 
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Petersen House - House Where Lincoln Died Ford's Theatre National Historic Site 

-------------"%!V'~· -----:-:=~~-----¥.ll['W"---------

E 
UJ768 Ballimort' Avenue 

'MSL Analytical, Inc. ae~trvt~te,MlJ 201os 
PlHme; (301) 937-57()0 

Attn.; Dana Gates 
Mantech Environmental Corporation 
9189 Red Branch Road 

Friday, February 08, 2002 

Columbia, MD 2Hl45-2013 Ref Number: MD02597 

Snmple Locatltm 

POLARIZED LIGHT MICROSCOPY (PLM) 
Performed by EPA 600/R-93/116 Method* 

Project: 9017-034 

Snruple 
Treatment 

ASBESTOS 

% Type % 
NON-AStltSTOS 

Fibrous 

012S02PH-B22 Plastat ceiling 
(lhlrd) 

While 

Non-Fibrous 
Homogeneous 

Crus.hlld/Oissolved None Detected 65% Gypsum 
15% Other 

0129\l:ZPH-!323 Plaster wall(third> Whl!e/Srown 

Non-Fibrous 
Homogeneous 

Nons Detected None Oetect>ild $5% Quartz 
15% Gypsum 

Commen!S: For ail cbviou~lY hawrogeneous samplos easily separated Into suosamp11ls, and for layered samp!as, aach component ls analyzed separately. 
A!so, "#of Layers" refefl; to number of ssparable subSampiGs. 
' NY samples analyzed by ELAP 188.; MBlllod. 

-n-t-~r 
Approved 
Signatory 

.I 

Brett Macey 
Analyst 

Oi~lai.m;Sr&: PlM N!-ts -!i~o known 1e ril~~~ !$~tl.es.tos IIi .a S"f!-al\ ~rt&l'i\Q;S tl $$ff\plet WNt:t\. CO.~laiit'i f!ti:!l:){}lOS. Th,.:Q fl{)QOli>lt' P"t.M i'¢S~Ul.Q. ~;~P~ te 
-g~J.a..~N~C. EMSL %("'gi<<HS: tr.~l ~1i"p't~ reported as<'"% Of tt:M"le tfale~N Qa {66led with g.ilh.cl SSM ~r 1W, Thl} ~b~ttt· J..et{ t'll~ t'ei~~e:. ~)~ lC 
a~ \\\!:rr.s tes~td. TNs sei».1 tr4Y not~ rtprx:~csd. ~?I tn. Rd. wit.~t mtU~'\ ~J;al or EMS.l. The ijl:>O'f"' ie~~ m-uM nvt oa u;;tW oy !he dlem lt; 
~~im prf.Kf\ict Ol'ld~~i'ileni ~y N\llAP nor-any s;$n'y t» ~ U!\Ked $\¥ks. GO'ot'$1'~. ~~~o~y !-a f'lOl MPQttsh:m::: f(X th~ ~l¢(;~1"$!.::-)' ¢1 r't.$!.>t!S Whtl!"!: 

ra~u~t¢d ~ P'~"~}$1~F.y G~k: ~nd :sr.aJ.Yt\1 ~ye~ '!.emptes • 
. U A,>'~"''~""' !'>At..,"'~ hv ~u:C:I ~~~•/il!a. JtNLA? A.:r ~ 81..=1.11. t!l200'2-9'3. V'i\' vc,#;... T-OO-OC53} 
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-------------------------------------

Petersen House- House Where Lincoln Died Ford's Theatre National Historic Site 

EMSL Rep: 

Yl>U.r Company 
Name: 

Street: 
Box#; 

City/State: 

Phl)ne Results to: 
N:une; 
Telephone II: 

Project 
Name/Number: 

''l 
EMSL Analytir:ai~ Ine. 
Revised Janulll)', 2000 

CHAIN OF CUSTODY 

mDo&?sqJ 
Con.'J.ie Frasca 

Mantech Environmental, Inc. 

9189 Red Branch Road Street: 

Do.x #: 
~~~--~;~--~~~~ Columbia :tviD Zip 2 J 045· CityiState: 

2013 ---- Fax Results to: 
N11me: 

-4-:-:::--::. 0:--7:::::7:-::2:-:-3:-:3:-::o-=-o------- Fax #: 

:Pun::hase Order#: 

9Dt J- 03'f: 
MATRIX 

Third ?:s.rry .SWing r'equires wru\!::11 nuihorl-:z!nion 
from dHrQ party 

:tvfANT50 

Zip 

TlJR"!AROUND 
! 0 Ai1· 0 Soil l 0 Micnl-Vac 0 3 hrs i 0 6Hours I 0 Same Day ! 0 l<l Hours 

I . or 12 Ho11rs• l ! l (l day) 
·,l%1 Bulk 0 Drinking Water I 0 48Hours l 0 72 Houn J 0 96 Hom·s j _W" 1:0 Hours 

l (2 days) I (3 days} (4 days) i (::~Days) 
0 Wipe 0 'A':astewater I 0 144+ hours (6-l!l Days) 
> ' - -llcoso cal. nl•cnd to scherlt.l~ TS,\1 AlR, 3 hours. 6 hours. Tl1cre Is a prerntum cllarge far 3 hcur TAT; call l-SOO-L0-367> !o, r•··oe Jllwr tu ~omlmg $ompl~.-. 

You will be "''kru:l t" si:;:n an ~uthi>rh:Jitlon form fer this service. 
• l2 ho\lrs onus! arrlve by ll :00 ~m MM.- P~i.l'IC'II"" Refer ta Pri".o Q"ote 

PCM-Air 
0 NIOSH 7400 (A) Issue 2: August 1994 

[
l 0 OSHA w/TWA · 

0 Other: 

! :PLM- Bulk 
! EP t\ 600/R-93/ll G 

l
l EPA Point Count 
0 NY Stratified Poinr C01.1nt 

I 0 PLM NOB (Gravimcrric) NYS J98.l 
QNIOSH9002 
0 EMSL Standard Addition 
SEM Air nr Bulk 
0 Quahtative 
0 Quantitati¥e 

TEMAIR 
0 AHERA 40 CFR, Part 763 Subpart E 
0 };10SH 7402lssue 2 
0 EPA Level II 

TEMBD"LK 
0 Drop Mount (Qualitative) 
0 Chatfield SOP-1988-02 
0 TEM NOB (Gravimetric) NY 198.4 
0 EivfSL Standard Addition 

PLM Soil 
0 E'P A Protocol Qualirative 

TEMWAT.ER 
0 EPA 100.1 
CJ EPA 100.2 
0 1\I'YS 198.2 

TEM ?>.1ICROVAC I WIPE 
0 ASTM D 5755.95 qc~.m:itu:i'e 
0 Wipe Qualitative 

XRD 
0 Asbestos 
0 Silica NIOSH 7500 

0 EPA Protocol Qua11titative OTH:ER 
0 EMSL MSD 9000 Method tibersigram 0 

Reluu;:uisherl: ______ ~ D~t(l: ~ ·T,m'l: 

ClientS,.mple#~sJ 2 2!-1 ;61· Qi ;),qQ<'J{Jr!. &;13 Tom<S•m?'"' 

Ret~ive<h ' ,;;,.- Date: ~ Time: 

RelinquisMd: 
---------'------...:-.- D11t~: Time: ------

D-ate: Time; ---------------------------
Reiinquis!Jed: Date: Timt: 

!htc: Time:; 
~----

Page f of CA 
~ ----
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Petersen House- House Where Lincoln Died Ford's Theatre National Historic Site 

~;y~~r;~~~:::_·~ ~~'l~Ji 
EMSL Analytii:a 
Revised January, .:woo 

SAMPL£ NUMBER SAMPLE DESC.IUPT!ONILOCA TION VOLUME {lf Applicable) 

01 ;)9 001 PI-/- AI , q x q Clcor h ~e + MO.SJ..i c_ ( o.,rrw ... -..J ) f\ }J/A 
-6~ P \0£\-e..r vso:...\.\ (t;ov;.,~) " I NJA-

133 oto..sw wa.ll (qrovtvtd) 
I 

! 

13tf P\t"-.<;\er c &Iu.l\0, ( '\ n>v.~) \ ;~1fi 
~ 

(S:ha<k Avwex 8S r~ base vvta.sh.c 

60 I Z. 'l<' \ 2 a_ \0.,4 Cl lX:( 1M l e.. '< ,ru lir-4c !. 
(( {,f'(OV\d \ 

I 

otas-\er ~ t.-Xl \I t~ s\-a.(r ~l ( . 6'7 
6'6 ! e'i. -kx\6, w 1.. 'i'C!ot.0 ca.u...l k ( St~~"' 
139 e.,d-e.v ~, b r "'-'"'"'6o .v {:E):.JA-l k [ o/P"" vv.!~ 

1310 Pltts*er c.iA l tv\a ~V\\ oa_v-lor 1\ 
All .) ' \ (. ; " ol c'l...s\if we.. t \ l ""- \-\O..l Cl,~~..--d 

At d. olCLSkf c-e.Lttnq \~ ¥\aU 
I ) 

~cu I ~ ~ vvteck rooVV\ A l ::Z. I n\o.StP.>" 
~ 

! 1
oltts1-er w(AJ\ 1 ~ ~al \ (fA;;,;,) \ /)(lC\t~l fy;lj. 

I 
8I5"":_ I n t CLskr wa t I \ "'- .f'Y\M-t oox-\or ( { ~-~ t-) 7c:4wl-t~ 
!3/b l h\(l~f' \i\!lt\ (~OH~) "= I 
fl,;f. ! ~? 1 rD.\t>C ~&L t Cse co V\ d. 2 
8t'i? ~\ V\ Dt ev. \1\t\ ~ trof b rt>WV\ ( seccvJ ) 

BICJ .n i tOt \ V\.SM., ~\-i ov\ ( :£cEn~) ! 

A din JJt~.r~or \..'IrA~ <1.CUA1K ( ~'b ) 
·Be;! i olt1~-kr L..Ja. 1 l ( ~tr~) 
13JJ:J 

1

0 \tA.4et' C.f,~ t.w-10\ f-~'H td. ) 'l 'l\C\sob 

' I Md=< ~tu~kr WQt.\ ( i:-PJ\ ti-t\) 
i~'flfHI 

~ ~ ~ 
'------.....-. ~ ~ ~ 

~ ~-
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Testing for lead-Based Paint by MEC2: X-Ray Fluorescence (XRF) Table Refer to Part 1 F: Hazardous Materials 

No. Floor Room Side Structure Substrate Feature Condition Color Date Depth Result Lead 
No. Index Concentration 

1 Shutter Calibration 1/29/2002 0 PASS NA 
2 Calibrate Surface Lead 1.0 mg/cm2 1/29/2002 1 PASS 1.02 
3 Calibrate Surface Lead o.o m_gjcmz 1/29/2002 1 PASS 0.01 
4 Calibrate Buried Lead 1.0 mg/cm2 1/29/2002 2.4 PASS 1.08 
5 Basement · 12 A Wall Plaster 1/29/2002 1 NEG 0 
6 Basement 12 B Wall Plaster Peeling Tan 1/29/2002 1.8 POS 3.65 
7 Basement 12 c Wall Plaster Peeling Tan 1/29/2002 4.7 POS 4.31 
8 Basement 12 D Wall Plaster Peeling Tan 1/29/2002 2.9 POS 2.65 
9 Basement 12 A Wall Plaster Peeling_ Ton 1/29/2002 1.6 t'--!EG (\ (\ 1 

v.VI 

10 Basement 1'"1 A Leiiing Metal Poor White 1/29/2002 10 POS 26.98 lL. 

11 Basement 12 c Stairs Wood Roil cap Fair Brown 1/29/2002 1 NEG 0.15 
12 Basement 12 c Stairs Wood Newal Fair Brown 1/29/2002 1.7 POS 25.75 

I post .. 
13 Basement 12 c Stairs Wood Baluster Fair Brown 1/29/2002 1 NEG 0.02 
14 Basement 12 c Stairs Wood Baluster Fair Brown 1/29/2002 1 NEG 0.15 
15 Basement 12 c Stairs Wood Tread Fair Brown 1/29/2002 1 NEG 0.27 
16 Basement 12 c Stairs Wood Riser Fair Yellow 1/29/2002 8.2 POS 28.47 
17 Basement 12 c Stairs Wood Stringer Fair Yellow 1/29/2002 10 POS 28.26 
18 Basement 12 A Window Wood Stool Fair Yellow 1/29/2002 10 POS 38 .. 81 
19 Basement 12 A Window Wood Casing Fair Yellow 1/29/2002 10 POS 39.01 
20 Basement 12 A Window Wood Sash Fair Yellow 1/29/2002 3.4 POS 14.44 
21 Basement 12 A Window Wood Apron Fair Yellow 1/29/2002 4 POS 18:61 
22 Basement 12 A Door Wood Door Fair Yellow 1/29/2002 1 NEG 0 
23 Basement 12 A Door Wood Casing Fair Yellow 1/29/2002 4.3 NEG 0.05 
24 Basement 12 A Door Wood Jamb Fair Yellow 1/29/2002 9.6 POS 39.3 
25 Basement 12 A Door Wood Casing Fair Yellow 1/29/2002 6 POS 31.77 
26 Basement 12 A Door Wood Door Fair Yellow 1/29/2002 1 NEG 0 
27 Basement 12 A Door Wood Baseboard Fair Yellow 1/29/2002 7.7 POS 16.22 
28 Basement 12 D Door Wood Casing Fair Yellow l/29/2002 10 POS 50,94 
29 Basement 12 B Wall Wood Baseboard Fair Tan 1/29/2002 9.9 POS 32.51 
30 Basement Bath B Door Wood Door Fair Yellow 1/29/2002 2.1 NEG 0.04 
31 Basement Bath B Door Wood Door Fair Yellow 1/29/2002 1.1 NEG 0.02 
32 Basement Bath B Door Wood Casing Fair Yellow 1 /_29/2002 1 NEG O.Ql 
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Testing for Lead-Based Paint by MEC2: X-Ray Fluorescence {XRF) Table Refer to Part 1 F: Hazardous Materials 

No. Floor Room Side Structure Substrate Feature Condition Color Date Depth Result Lead 
No. Index Concentration 

~J""O:t-

33 Basement 8oth B Door Wood Jamb Fair Yellow 1/29/2002 1 NEG 0.02 
34 Basement Bath A Wall Plaster Fair Yellow 1/29/2002 2.2 NEG 0.41 
35 Basement Bath B Wall Plaster Peeling Yellow 1/29/2002 2 NEG 0.28 
36 Basement Bath c Wall Plaster Peelinq Yellow 1/29/2002 4.3 NEG 0.02 
37 Basement Bath D Wall Plaster Peelinq Yellow 1/29/2002 1.6 NEG 0.26 
38 Basement 13 D Ceil ina Plaster . Peelina Yellow 1/29/2002 1 ~8 .· POS 

.. .. .. 
.. 0,84 · ....• 

39 Basement 13 A Metal Radiator Fair Yellow 1/29/2002 2.2 NEG 0.05 
40 Basement 13 A Door Wood Door Fair Yellow 1/29/2002 5 .. 9 POS .. 

24.27 ·····••. 
41 Basement 13 A Door Wood Casino ··• Fair .· Yeifow l/2972002 7.1 .·.· .. POS ..•. · 29.67 

. 

~ Basement 13 A Door Wood Casinq Fair Yellow 1/29/2002 1 NEG O.Ql 
4$ Basement 13 . A ·.· Window Wood Stool Fair•. Yellow 1/29./2002 4 .. 9: .. POS ... ··· 2.72·· ·:·. 

44 Basement 13 A Wall Plaster Fair Tan 1/29/2002 2 NEG 0.32 
45 Basement 13 B Wall Plaster Fair Tan 1/29/2002 1.6 NEG 0.17 
46 Basement 13 c Wall Plaster Peelinq Tan 1/29/2002 1.8 NEG 0.09 
47 First 104 A Wall Plaster Burlap Good Tan 1/29/2002 3.2 NEG 0.01 

coverinQ 
48 First 104 B Wall Plaster Burlap Good Tan 1/29/2002 1 NEG 0 

coverinq 
49 First 104 c Wall Plaster .. Burbp Good Tan l/29/2002 ] ... 

POS~ 
.. 1.42 . . 

coverinq 
... .: ..... 

50 First 104 D Wall Plaster Burlap Good Ton 1/29/2002 1 NEG 0 
coverinQ 

51 First 105 A Wall Plaster Peelinq Ton 1/29/2002 1.8 NEG 0.05 
52 First 105 B Wall Plaster Peelinq Ton 1/29/2002 1 NEG 0 
53 First 105 c w611 Plaster Peelinq Ton 1/29/2002 3 NEG 0.2 
54 First 105 D Wall Plaster Peelinq Ton 1/29/2002 2.3 NEG 0.11 
55 First 105 c wall Plaster Peelina Tcin 1/29/2002 6.6 · .. PbS 32.61 
56 First 105 A Window wood stool .. . Fair "' Yellow 1/29/2002 9.4 POS .· 27.44 .. • 
57 Firsf 105 A Wall wood Baseboard Fair Yellow 1/29/2002 1 NEG 0.01 
58 First 105 D 

.. Do.or Wood Jamb Good Yellow 1/29.12002 2.4 p:os 5.76· .. > 

59 First 105 D Wall Metal Baseboard Good Yellow 1/29/2002 1 NEG 0.03 
60 First 105 t wall wood Baseboard Good Yellow· 1/29/i.002 4.5 POS .. 20.44 
61 First 105 D Door Wood CasinQ Good Yellow l/29/2002 1 NEG 0 
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Testing for Lead-Based Paint by MEC2: X-Ray Fluorescence (XRF) Table Refer to Part 1 F: Hazardous Materials 

No. Floor Room Side Structure Substrate Feature Condition Color Date Depth Result Lead 
No. Index Concentration 

62 First 105 D Door Wood Door Good Yellow 1/29/2002 5.9 POS 33.38 
63 First 105 D Door Wood Jamb Good Yellow 1/29/2002 1 NEG 0 
64 Basement 10 c Door Wood Door Yellow l/2.9/2002 9.6 POS 33.36 
65 Basement 10 A Wall Plaster Yellow 1/29/2002 1.2 NEG 0.15 
66 Basement 10 B Wall Plaster Yellow 1/29/2002 3.3 POS 5.1 
67 Basement 10 c Wall Plaster Yellow 1/29/2002 2.5 POS 4.32 
68 Basement 10 D Wall Plaster Yellow 1/29/2002 1.7 NEG 0.16 
69 Basement 10 c Door Wood Door Brown 1/29/2002 4.2 POS 30.69 
70 Basement 10 c Door Wood Casing Brown l/29/2002 5.7 POS ,...., / 1 J""\ 

LO.l L. 

71 Basement 10 c DOOi Wood Jamb Brown 1/29/2002 10 POS 29.13 
72 Basement 10 c Floor Wood Brown 1/29/2002 1 NEG 0.03 
73 Basement 10 c Floor Wood Baseboard Fair Beige 1/29/2002 6.7 POS 16.67 
74 BOsement 10 D Window Wood Apron Fair Beig_e l/29/2002 5.1 POS 19.01 
75 Basement 10 D Window Wood Casing Fair Beige 1/29/2002 6.8 POS 36.53 
76 Basement 10 D Ceiling Plaster Fair White 1/29/2002 1.4 NEG 0.02 
77 Basement 9 D Ceiling Plaster Fair White 1/29/2002 1 NEG 0 
78 Basement 9 A Wall Plaster Fair Green 1/29/2002 10 ros·· 4.49 
79 Basement 9 c Wall Plaster Fair Green 1/29/2002 6.3 POS 6.92 
80 Basement 9 D Wall Plaster Fair Green 1/29/2002 10 NEG 0.29 
81 Basement 9 D Door Wood Door Fair White 1/29/2002 10 POS 1.2 
82 Basement 9 D Door Wood Casing Fair 

.. 
White 1/29/2002 10 POS 2.43 

83 Basement 9 A Door Wood CasinQ Fair White 1/29/2002 10 POS 32.36 
84 Basement 9 A Door Wood Casing Fair White 1/29/2002 10 POS 38.32 
85 Basement 9 B Door Wood Casing~ Fair White 1/29/2002 10 POS 33.95 
86 Basement 9 B Door Wood Door Fair White 1/29/2002 5.5 NEG 0.58 
87 Basement 9 c Door Wood Door Fair White l/29/2002 10 POS 33.15 
88 Basement 9 c Door Wood Casing Fair White l/29/2002 10 POS 41.6 rs9 r::-·~ 9 c Wall Wood Intact White 1/29/2002 8 POS 36.71 Basement 
90 Basement 9 c Wall Metal Radiator Intact White 1/29/2002 9.4 NEG 0.17 
91 Basement 9 A Wall Wood Baseboard Intact White 1/29/2002 1 NEG 0 
92 Basement 9 A Wall Wood Baseboard Intact White 1/29/2002 10 POS 23.19 
93 Basement 9 c Wall Wood Baseboard Intact White 1/29/2002 5.5 POS 25.38 
J4_ Basement 9 c Stairs Wood Tread Intact Brown 1/29/2002 1.7 POS .. 3.23 
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Testing for Lead-Based Paint by MEC2: X-Ray Fluorescence (XRF) Table Refer to Part 1 F: Hazardous Materials 

No. Floor Room Side Structure Substrate Feature Condition Color Date Depth Result !Lead 
No. Index Concentration 

95 Basement 9 c Stairs Wood Rail cap Intact Brown 1/29/2002 1 NEG 0.12 
96 Basement 9 c Stairs Wood Newal Intact Brown 1/29/2002 1.6 NEG 0.17 

post 
97 Basement 9 c Stairs Wood Newol Intact V\fhite .1/22/2902 lO POS ······ }425 

post · 
.. 

' ' !,· o· ••• • . ..'. .. 

98 Basement 9 c Stairs Wood Baluster .. · Intact White 1/29/2002 5.8 .· POS 37.25 . ' 
99 Basement 9 c .,. Stairs Wood Riser Intact White 1/29/2002 ·s· . '··· POS 20.75 
100 Basement 9 c Stairs Wood ··· Stringer " lntoct White 1/29/2002: 7.9 POS···· B3.59 .·· 

101 Basement 11 A wo11 .·· Plaster· ·. . . Peeling·,.· Gr~en ·1/29/2002 2 ·r . . · .. pos·· 5.1' ' . 
... 

102 Basement 11 B .. wau Plaster ' . Peeling·· Green l/29/2002 2.1 " POS ··· 15,9 .... ' 

103 Basement 11 c wo11 Plaster ·· 
., .······ 

Peeiing Green .l/29/2002 ·2.6 .. POS· ···. 5.1 .• 

104 Basement 11 D Woll Plaster ·· .... Peeling ·. Gieen J/29/2002 ·1. .. 9 . "' POS · ... 5.1 : .. 
105 Basement 11 B ·o. · .. Door Wood Door Peeling . · ·Brown. 1/29/2002· 1.8 . PO$ ... 29 .. ;59 .. • ., ... ·. 

r--.,' 

106 Basement· 11 B Door Wood .···. ccisin_g Peeling ·. Brown· T/29/2002 1.9. POS 39.99 ·' 
107 Basement 11 B • Window Wo.Od Stool .·· ·Peeling ·srown 1/29/2002 1.7 POS ,. .30.64 ··~· 108 Basement 11 B Window Wood Casing Peeling Brown 1/29/2002 1.9 POS 36.7¢ ·· ... • .·., .. 
109 First 100 A Wall Plaster Intact Other 1/29/2002 1 INC OM 0.44 
110 First 100 A Wall Plaster Intact Other 1/29/2002 1.1 NEG 0.3 
111 First 100 B Wall Plaster Intact Other 1/29/2002 1 NEG 0.46 
112 First 100 c Wall Plaster Intact Other 1/29/2002 1 NEG 0.28 
113 First 100 D won . · ·Plaster ··· · .. intact Other 1/29/2002 1 POS ... 0.93 ..... · ... 

114 First 100 A Wall ·wood Bdsebo.ard ·Intact Beige l/29/2002 4 ·POS 2]2 .. 

115 First .. ·. 100 D Window ·wood Apron rntdct· ... Beige 1/29/2002 8.7 ....•. · POS . 34.94 .. 

116 First 100 [j Window Woo·d · ... ·· Stool Intact Beige 1/29/2002 1o.···· POS ......... 34;84 .. · ··· .. 

117 ·First .. 100. . D Window wood Casing> · .. · 'tntcicf Beige .l/29/2002 10 POS 38;22· ··.·. . ..• 
118 First 100 ·.····· D Door wood Door ·.· ··•···· Intact Beige l/29/2002 6:8 .·.·.· PO$ ... ' 36.68 .• . 

l19 First 100 D Door wood··· Door. 
.... 

Intact Beige T/29/2002· 8 .. . POS· .... 37.79 : .·.· 
120 First 100 D .. Door wood -' Door Intact _ Beiqe. 1/29/2002 8;5 .•.•..... ?Os•· ... · .. 10.23 . '· .... '· 

121 First 100 D Door Wood Jomb·.· ·· .. !ntoct white 1/29/2002 10 .··• POS 33.54 ·. 
122 First 102 A Wall Plaster Intact 1/29/2.002 1.1 NEG 0.28 
123 First 102 B Wall Plaster lntoct 1/29/2002 1 NEG 0.34 
124 First 102 c Wall Plaster Intact 1/29/2002 1 NEG 0.41 
125 First 102 .. B _:..'6findow. }'V_9Qd __ stool . .. Intact~_ 1)'1-_9[2002 9.3 . £OS· _ __:. ~_6.03 •· 

~---- ------- ·- -------'------ _,_ 
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Testing for Lead-Based Paint by MEO: X-Ray Fluorescence (XRF) Table Refer to Part 1 F: Hazardous Materials 
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126 
127 
1.28 
129 
130 
131 
132 
133 
134 

135 
136 
137 
138 
139 
140 
141 
142 
143 
144 
145 
146 
147 
148 
149 
150 
151 
152 
153 
154 
155 
156 
157 
158 
159 

First 102 c 
First 102 c 
First 102 c 
First 102 c 
First 107 lc 
First 107 c 
First 107 c 
First 107 c 
First 107 ic 
First 107 c 
First 107 c 
First 107 c 
First 107 C-
First 107 c 
First 107 c 
First 107 c 
Second Hall B 
Second Hall B 
Second Hall B 
Second Hall B 
Second Hall B 
Second Hall A 
Second Hall B 
Second Hall c 
Second Hall D 
Second Hall A 
Second Hall B 
Second Hall c 
Second · Hall 0 
Second Hall D 
Second Hall D 
Second Hall D 
Second Hall D . 

2econd Hall ..... B 

Door Wood Door -

Door !Wood Jamb 
Door !wood Jamb 
Door Wood Door 
Wall Plaster 
Wall Plaster 
Wall Metal Radiator 
Stairs Wood Rail cap 
Stairs Wood Newal 

!post 
Stairs Wood Tread 
Stairs 'vVood Stringer 
Stairs Wood WaiiCasinq 
Stairs Wood Stringer 
Door Wood Door 
Door Wood Casing 
Door Wood Jamb 
Window Wood AjJI'On 
Window Wood Casinq 
Window Wood Sash 
Window Wood Sash 
Window Wood Casing 
Wall Plaster 
Wall Plaster 
Wall Plaster 
Wall Plaster 
Wall Plaster 
Wall Plaster 
wall Plaster 
Wall Plaster · . . 

Window Wood Stool ·. 

Window Wood Casing 
Window Wood Apron 
Window Wood Sash . · 
D(JQr _ .. Wood Casing 

-

Intact Beige 1/29/2002 7.1 POS 39.86 
Intact White 1/29/2002 9.8 POS 37.35 
Intact Brown 1/29/2002 1 NEG 0.01 
Intact White 1/29/2002 5.9 POS 5.37 
Intact 1/29/2002 1 NEG 0 
Intact 1/29/2002 5.9 NEG 0.11 
Intact White 1/29/2002 1.6 NEG 0.06 
Intact Brown 1/29/2002 1 NEG 0.01 
Intact Brown 1/29/2002 1.4 NEG 0.06 

Intact Brown 1/29/2002 1 NEG 0.17 
Intact While l/29/2002 10 POS 30.28 -
Intact White 1/29/2002 10 POS 37.22 -

Intact White 1/29/2002 10 POS 40.52 
Intact Brown 1/29/2002 1.2 NEG 0.01 
Intact White 1/29/2002 1 NEG 0.01 
Intact Beiqe 1/29/2002 2.4 NEG 0.56 
Intact Tan 1/29/2002 6.4 NEG 0.15 
Intact Tan 1/29/2002 3 NEG 0.1 
Intact Tan 1/29/2002 1.5 NEG 0.03 
Intact Ton l/29/2002 6.8 NEG 0.13 
Intact Tan 1/29/2002 2.6 NEG 0.07 
Intact Beiae 1/29/2002 1.6 NEG O.Ql 
Intact Beiqe 1/29/2002 2.8 NEG 0.11 
Intact Beiae 1/29/2002 2.4 NEG 0.15 
Intact Beige 1/29/2002 3.1 NEG 0.23 
Intact White 1/29/2002 6.1 POS 1.27 -

Intact White 1/29/2002 1.9 POS 1.51 . 
Intact White 1/29/2002 I POS. 1.31 .. . 

Intact White 1/29/2002 JO .. POS . 1;41 .. •• 
Intact White 1/29/2002 5.8 .· .. POS 3.8 .· 

Intact White 1/29/2002 2.2 NEG 0.42 
Intact White 1/29/2002 1 NEG 0.01 
Intact White l/29/2002 2.1 POS 4.61 
Intact Vlhite_ J_L29/2002_ 10 . POS 14.73 . 
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Testing for Lead-Based Paint by MEC2: X-Ray Fluorescence (XRF} Table Refer to Part 1 F: Hazardous Materials 

160/Second !Hall !8 !Door !Wood !Jamb !Intact !White~ll/29/200~2110'" IP0S · [19.85 
161 I Second 1203 I A I Wall I Plaster I !Intact I White 11 /29/2002 15.5 I NEG I 0.04 
162/ Second /203 I B I Wall I Plaster I /Intact I White /1/29/200217.5 I NEG I 0.05 
163/Seco.nd---~203 --:rc lwaii~TPIC:lsfer I !1ntad . fwh~e ll/29/2ob2!6.1 ··· IP6s · 12.$8 
164/ Second /203 I D I Wall I Plaster I /Intact I White /1/29/2002 12.1 I NEG I 0.02 
1651 s"econd 1203 l"b !window I Wood r Stool -· nntacF . IWtl'lt~ 11 i29/206214:9 I POS 12.29 
1661 Second 1203 I D I Window I Wood I Casing lint Oct I White li ;29/2b62T2.3 :-rfios- . ro:s 
~~~o_n~d~. -----+~--~r---~--~~~~~--~~----+-~~-4----~~~~~~~~~--~----
IT68lsecond 
1691 Second 1201 I A I Fireplace I Wood I Mantle /Intact I White 11/29/200211.3 I NEG I 0.02 
1101second r2o1 .lA.~ Twdil·~ ]Plaster r --- T1ntad- Tw'hife ID29/2o62.110--TPOs . '13.84 
171 Second 3.'65 
172 Second 2.94 
1731 second 1201 1 D 1 wall-- I Plaster- F - - .· --Tintoct-Twhlte~ JTJ29;20o2116 1 Pbs T 2.a 
1741Second 1201 ID !Door I wood [Door ltnt"acf · [White I1!29/2CJ02[2:8 · IP6s ls.i · 
175/setond 1201. ~~

7

T~-~~T6~r-~l~~~-r~~~·lJ~~r~-r~J1~~l~-~,~~~1~~ 
1 7 61 Second l201 I b I Door !Wood [Jamb /lntoct rw-hfte !1/29/20021 ij j . Tros7-c T45RJ3 
1771 Shutter Calibration /1 /29/2002 I 0 I PASS INA 
178/ Shutter Calibrotion 11/29/2002 I 0 I PASS INA 
1791 Calibrate Surface Lead 1 .0 mg/cm2 /1 /29/2002 /1 I PASS I 0.97 
180 Secc5nd stool 
181 second ~--~~~A~p~ro~n--~r-----~~~~~~~~~~~~-,~~~~~~ 

1821Secot1T--T2ci2 ~--~----lwfnd0w"'T\1Vood ""Tcasing---:r--~anlJ/29/2002 1"4.9 , lros 132.72 

~~~~~=~~~ ~~~~ -~~ -· r~:~~~:- r~~~~ · -~~~~~- -r l~~~- ~~g 1~:~; 1 
185 Third 
186 Third Apron 
187/Third !Hall IB /Window !Wood !stool !Poor ~White ll/29/2002/10 IPOS 139.94 
l88 Third 44.62 
189 Third 26.29 
190 I Third I Hall /B I Stairs l Wood l Tread I Poor I Brown 11/29/200211 .7 . I POS I 5.14 
191 !Third I Hall - -, B - --~ StaTrs I Wood I Rail cap I Poor I Brown 11 /29/200211 I NEG I 0.05 
1921 Third I Hall I B I stairs I Wood I Baluster I Poor I Brown 11/2912002 /1.5 I NEG I 0.2 
1931 Third I Hall . Is I stairs ~wood !Baseboard I Poor ·lBrownll /29/200215.2 ·iPOS 140;63 
194/Third I Hall IB !Stairs !wood !Riser I Poor ~Belfle Tl/19/200217.8 IPOS [2:1.03 
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Testing for Lead-Based Paint by MEC2: X-Ray Fluorescence {XRF) Table Refer to Part 1 F: Hazardous Materials 

195 Third Hall A Wall Plaster Poor Beige 1/29/2002 6.8 NEG 0.07 
196 Third Hall c Wall Plaster Poor Green 1/29/2002 1.8 NEG 0.15 
197 Third Hall 0 Door Wood Door Poor Ton 1/29/2002 4.5 POS 33.08 
198 Third Hall D Door Wood Jamb Poor Tan 1/29/2002 4.6 POS 34.38 
199 Third 303 A Wall Plaster Poor Tan 1/29/2002 1.9 NEG -0.34 
200 Third 303 c Wall Plaster Poor Ton 1/29/2002 3.3 NEG 0.02 
201 Third 303 c Wall Wood Baseboard Poor Ton l/29/2002 5.1 POS 30.08 
202 Third 303 c Floor Wood Poor Brown 1/29/2002 1.5 NEG 0.26 
203 Third 303 A Wall Plaster Poor Tan 1/29/2002 1 NEG -0.3 
204 Third 303 B wall Plaster Poor Tan 1/29/2002 6.7 NEG 0.28 
205 Third 303 c Wall Plaster Poor Ton l /29/2002 '20 l\. I r:...-.. 0.14 '-'·' I~L:\..:7 

')(\L 
L..V<J Third 303 D Window Wood Apron Poor Ton 1/29/2002 9.3 POS 37.96 
207 Third 303 D Window Wood Stool Poor Ton 1/29/2002 7 PO$ 40.91 
208 Third 303 D Window wciod Casing Poor Tan 1/29/2002 5.6 POS 34.07 
209 Third 303 D Window Wood Sash Poor Tan 1/29/2002 5.6 POS 23.33 
210 Third 303 A Fireplace Wood Mantle Poor Tan 1/29/2002 5.8 POS 24.5 
211 Third 303 A Fireplace Wood Trim Poor Ton 1/29/2002 4.6 POS 20.53 
212 Third 303 A Wall Wood Baseboard Poor Tan 1/29/2002 5.7 POS 25.77 
213 Third 301 A Closet Wood Door Poor Tan 1/29/2002 3.3 POS 31.41 
214 Third 301 A closet Wood Casing Poor Ton 1/29/2002 4.7 POS 35.61 
215 Third 301 A Closet Plaster Wall Poor Tan 1/29/2002 1.5 NEG 0.06 
216 Third 302 B Radiator Metal Intact Tan 1/29/2002 2.7 POS 1.76 
217 Third 302 A Wall Plaster Intact Tan 1/29/2002 3.1 NEG 0.16 
218 Third 302 8 Wall Plaster Intact Tan l/29/2002 1.5 NEG 0.04 
219 Third 302 c Wall Plaster Intact Tan 1/29/2002 1.4 NEG 0.04 
220 Third 302 c Ceiling Plaster Peeling Grey 1/29/2002 1.9 IN COM 0.06 
221 Third 302 c Ceiling Plaster Peeling Grey 1/29/2002 1.1 NEG -0.28 
222 Third 302 c Floor Wood Poor Brown 1/29/2002 1 NEG 0.08 
223 Third hall c Floor Wood Baseboard Poor tan 1/29/2002 5.7 POS 24.87 
224 Third hall attic Wood Door good Ton 1/29/2002 1 NEG 0 

hatch 
225 Third hall door Wood casing jgood Ton 1/29/2002 3.3 POS 40.04 
226 Second 202 B closet Q!oster wall fair Blue 1/29/2002 6.4 POS 5.1 
227 Second 202 radiator metal fair White 1/29/2002 7.5 POS 1.2 
228 second 202 window wood sill fair tan 1/29/2002 1 NEG 0.04 
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Testing for Lead-Based Paint by MEC2: X-Ray Fluorescence (XRF) Table Refer to Part 1 F: Hazardous Materials 

229 Shutter Calibration 1/29/2002 0 !PASS NA 
230 First porch Exterior window wood Molding good . Yellow. l/29/2002 7 • POS. 1.39 ·. 

back 
_,. 

.. ... .. 

231 First Porch · Exterior window wood sash .. good Gray· 1/29/2002 9.7 _.-.· POS 4.02 
back " 

232 First Porch Exterior floor wood good Gray 1/29/2002 4.6 NEG 0.52 
back 

233 First Porch · Exterior window wood sill good Toup~ 1/29/2002 10 PO$ .· .... 36.25 
back 

····· .. _ . - -~ I··· 

234 First Porch Exterior window wood shutter .. gqod Taupe 1/29/2002 4;1 POS 2.88 
front .. .... ·· : .. 

235 First porch Exterior railing metal goqd Bloc~·· 1/29/2002 1.6 POS 5;1 
I 

.... front .··. . .. 

236 Calibrate Surface Lead 1.0 mg/cm2 1/29/2002 1 PASS 1.06 
237 Calibrate Surface Lead 0.0 m_g/cm2 1/29/2002 1 PASS 0 
238 Calibrate Buried Lead 1.0 mg;Cm2 l/2911QQ_2 2.2 J~~S_ 1 -- - - -

*In the District of Columbia, a positive result equates to> 0.7 mg/cm2 oflead. A negative result equates to s; 0.7 mg/cm2 oflead. An acceptable calibration 
reading is annotated by a PASS result. 

*Negative lead concentrations were artifacts of the Niton XRF instrument, due to element interferences in the components (such as strontium or bromine in 
drywall). According to Niton, these measurements should be interpreted as measuring concentrations ofO.O mg/cm2 oflead. 

* Depth Index identifies location of lead, if present. The Depth Index ranges from 1 (surface lead) to 10 (buried lead). 
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APPENDIX C 





Petersen House - House Where Lincoln Died Ford's Theatre National Historic Site 

Structural Analysis 

Observation Openings 

Opening #1 
Location: Third Floor -Stair Hall 

• Floor of hallway along base of wall 
(at Room 303) 

Reason for Opening/Findings: 
• To observe bearing condition at area of 

severe floor deflection. 
• Confirmed that partition is non-loadbearing 

and that wall studs are discontinuous. 

Opening #2 
Location: Third Floor - Stair Hall 

• Floor of hallway above suspected beam 
location 

#2 - Photo at interior wall 
Reason for Opening/Findings: 

• To observe potential joist bearing location. 
• To determine framing size, span direction 

and spacing of members. 
• Framing information for floor and ceiling 

was documented. Low beam was observed. 
• At north wall, steel strap was found extending 

from joists into brick wall. Strap serves as 
a lateral brace. 

Opening #3 

#2 - Photo at exterior wall 
(north) 

Location: Third Floor -Room 301 
• Floor along base of interior partition 

Reason for Opening/Findings: 
• To confirm floor framing information and 

observe possible joist bearing condition. 
• Framing information was measured and 

documented. 

HISTORIC STRUCTURE REPORT 
Structural - Observation Openings Appendix C: Page I 



Petersen House - House Where Lincoln Died 

Opening #4 
Location: Third Floor - Room 302 

• Floor of shallow closet 
Reason for Opening/Findings: 

• To observe assumed bearing wall/beam 
bearing condition. 

• Found that the low beam runs continuous 
across the width of the house. 

Opening #5 
Location: Third Floor - Stair Hall 

• Floor of hallway near stairs 
Reason for Opening/Findings: 

• To observe stair/floor connection. 
• Determined stair heoder size and landing 

joist sizes. 

Opening #6 
Location: Second Floor - Room 202 

• Floor of shollow closet 
Reason for Opening/Findings: 

• To observe assumed bearing wall/beam 
bearing condition. 

• Found that no low beam occurs at this 
location. Wall studs extend to face of 
existing brick wall. 

Opening #7 
Location: Second Floor - Room 201 

• Floor at base of interior partition 
Reason for Opening/Findings: 

• To observe bearing condition at area of 
severe floor deflection. 

Ford's Theatre National Historic Site 

• Confirmed that partition is non-loadbearing 
and that wall studs are discontinuous. 

HISTORIC STRUCTURE REPORT 
Appendix C: Page II Structural- Observation Openings 



Petersen House- House Where Lincoln Died Ford's Theatre National Historic Site 

Opening #8 
Location: Second Floor - Room 203 

• Floor where interior partition meets exterior 
masonry wall. 

Reason for Opening/Findings: 
• To observe bearing condition at area of 

severe floor deflection. 
• Confirmed that partition is non-loadbearing 

and that wall studs are discontinuous. 
Steel strap, bracing wall into wood floor, 
was observed. 

Opening #9 
Location: Second Floor - Stair Hall 

• Floor of hallway near stairs 
Reason for Opening/Findings: 

• To observe stair/floor connection. 
• Determined stair header size and landing 

joist sizes. 

Opening #10 
Location: First Floor/Rear Ell- Room 104 

• Floor at base of partition near death room 
(partition likely removed and rebuilt) 

Reason for Opening/Findings: 
• To observe framing size, spacing and 

span direction in original portion of ell 
(in location out of the restoration area). 

• Framing information was measured 
and documented. 

Opening #11 
Location: First Floor /Rear Ell - Room 1 05 

• Floor at base of interior masonry wall 
(rear exterior wall in 1865) 

Reason for Opening/Findings: 
• To observe framing size, spacing and 

span direction in 1870s portion of ell. 
• Framing information was measured 

and documented. 

HISTORIC STRUCTURE REPORT 
Structural - Observation Openings Appendix C: Page Ill 



Petersen House- House Where Lincoln Died Ford's Theatre National Historic Site 

Opening #12 
Location: Basement Floor- Room 10 

• Ceiling at interior partition, below 
Front Parlor 

Reason for Opening/Findings: 
• To observe framing size, spacing and 

span direction at assumed bearing wall 
(in location out of the restoration area). 

• Framing information was measured 
and documented. 

Opening #13 
Location: Basement Floor- Room 11 

• Ceiling, central to room, below Back Parlor 
Reason for Opening/Finding1s: 

• To observe framing size, spacing and 
span direction (in locotion out of 
the restoration area). 

• Framing information was measured 
and documented. 

Opening #14 
Location: Basement Floor- Stair Hall 

• Ceiling at interior partition 
Reason for Opening/Findin~1s: 

• To observe potential joist bearing location. 
• To determine framing size, span direction 

and spacing of members. 
• Framing information for floor and ceiling 

was documented. Low beam was observed. 

Opening #15 
Location: Basement Floor- Room 12 

• Ceiling at north wall- removal of cornice 
trim at pressed tin ceilling and original 
plaster ceiling beyond 

Reason for Opening/Findings: 
• To observe existing froming condition where 

water damage may have occurred. 
• Framing, size and spacing, was confirmed. 

No structural damage was apparent at joist ends. 

HISTORIC STRUCTURE REPORT 
Appendix C: Page IV Structural - Observation Openings 



Petersen House- House Where Lincoln Died Ford's Theatre National Historic Site 

Opening #16 
Location: Basement Floor- Stair Hall 

• Floor of hallway near north exterior 
masonry wall 

Reason for Opening/Findings: 
• To confirm joist bearing condition at 

exterior brick wall (east} 
• Joists were observed to pocket into 

existing brick. Framing, size and spacing, was 
measured and documented. 

Opening #17 
Location: Basement Floor- Room 1 0 

• Floor - in central location 
Reason for Opening/Findings: 

• To observe framing size, spacing and 
span direction and condition of 
crawl space. 

• Framing information was measured 
and documented. 

Opening #18 
Location: Second Floor - Room 201 

• Floor at front masonry wall at interior partition 
(in corner near radiator) 

Reason for Opening/Findings: 
• To confirm joist bearing condition at 

exterior brick wall (east} 
• Joists were observed to pocket into 

existing brick. Framing, size and spacing, was 
measured and documented. 

Structural Calculations 

Refer to following sheets. 

HISTORIC STRUCTURE REPORT 
Structural- Observation Openings Appendix C: Page V 
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--F-- FIIOE LINE 

-o--- UFRIUHT 5PRI1'KL.ER 

lj) PENDANT eFRINKLER. WITH Cid.JAFiP 

'J 51DEIJJAL.L. 5f'bRINKl.ER 

---< FIRE DEF'AR'TMENT ~CTICN 

-N-- C14ECK VAlVE 

e- CAF"~PLUG 

,;tQ 6UPERYISI!D VAL \1::: 

@ PLAN NoTE!& 

EX EXIST!I'.IG 

"""" GA(.L~ FER MINUTE 

"""A NATICNAL FIRE F'ROTECTICN ~IATior-1 

eGI'T eGX.IARE FEET 

~ I=LOUJ euJITO-I 

~ca:!8l:il~& ~ ~U!d81~81. 8B:J1;iM 

OCOJPANCY CLAeeiiFICATICN. ONDINAR'f 6RC\JP I 
TYPE OF 5Y&TE11• run 
DESIGN A~A a= WATa:R APFt.ICATICN, IWW$QJ::f 

MINIMI.N DEN&IiYt J5o GFM/6Q FT 

MAXIMI.JM AR!!A FER 6f'lii:iN\Q..ER: t>e>e<oFT 

EI!:Sf: E!SQT!;~!ION !:l!!iili588L. t:!Q!5f!, 
l. AU- EXISTIN5 GONOITIONS HAVE BEEN OBTAINED THR.OU6H 
PIELD SURVEY' AND E.XISTIN\5 FIRE PROn:;c.TJON DRAj.o.jiN$5 rcH/CH 
MAY OR MAY NOT 6E ENTJRa.Y AC.GlJFtATE. 

2. ALL FtiSISLE LINK: STYLE SPRINKl.ER HeADS iHAT HAYe B6:N 
PAINTED OR LOADED WITH ANY F0Reh5N MATI!RIAL., OR SWIO""IN&S 
ANY &/SN5 OF ~/QN. OR. DAMABE 5HALL 6E ~-

3 • .All ~EALEO T"r"P:E SF'RI~ HeAD$ JAUTH Ml551~ OR 
OAMA6ED C.OV'eR PlATE:S SHALL HAVE THE~ PI..A'tES 
~~- REPLAC.Et-IENT ~PLATe) $H.AU.. .MATCH I!XISTINS 
CONDITIONS. 

4. FOR MECHANICAL LE6END AND ~IATIONe ReFeft TO 
DAA.WING 62. 

-

l:iffii!::J!Q.E8 l2Y::2I];H J2!;;51!:i!N J;:,A51!; I 
~ORAG.E 8Bli:!!l&! c'!rl:l.t2 ~~ll128 !d.QW~ MAC£ ~ 5~lQII 8BiiM ~ ~8;;d; QE121!'ii:a ~IQI~B~~ ' 

ORDINARY GRC\JP I ORt:i~ CiJROJP 2 ~\NARY' GRCOP 1 ORC!N.ARY 6ROUF" :2 Ll<>J.n I 

ILET LI.ET u:er DELUGE: LI.ET 

1~5Q!=T -$aFT 151?J0 6Q PT ,..,., OGl FT 151Z10 &Q FT 

J5 GF'M/5Q FT :lt'>GFHIM~ .15-GFN/&QFT :JtDGFf""t'$Q FT .~ GfCMteQ PT 

~~" ea FT 1:~0 ea Fr 130 f>Q FT IU> OQ FT 22!> &a:FT 
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@ BASEMENT <£LAN 
F6 &CAL.E A 

PLAN NOTES: 
C0 T14E CONTRACTOR &~ALL !='ROVIDE PENDENT SPRINKLER$ FOR FIRE PROTECTION eELOW 

Tf...IE NEW CEILING!. TI-lE CONTRACTOR &I-IALL TIE TJ-I.E NEW SPR!NK.LER5 lNTO TI-lE EXI.$TI~ 
COPPER PIFIN6 OF TI-lE EX:15TI~ &FRINKLER SYSTEM. 
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FIRE BASEMENT 
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AAV 
Aev 
ACll 
AD 
AFf 
AH<I 
AP 
AFPROX 
ARC" 
AS 
AUX. 
AvE 
6C 
BD 
BDD 

e"P 
BLU 
BLK 
BLW 

"""' BSMT 
BTU\.1 
CD 
CFM 
CI-IAR 
c""v 
C./. 
co 
COND 
C>l5 
C"R 
C~S!R 
C\IFT 
CWTT 
OJ) 

D 
DB 
DOC 
D"W 
OIA 
DN 
D" 
(EJ 
EA 
EAT 
EF 
EFF 
ELE:C 
ELECT 
EWT 
EX 
sx" 
EXP 
EXT. 
F 
FC 
FCB 
FCO 
FCU 
FD 
FNL 
FLA 
FLR 
FM 
FPM 
FP< 
FT 
GALV 
oc 
<>CO 
GI'N .,,_., 
""" GV 
~ 

"" ~c 

"F 
~" 
"GB "p 
"' "" """' "UJS 
ID 
IN 
KIJJ 
L 

AEl6REVIAIION5 PIPINCil 5YM60I..$ -i 
--<><>--- CsATE VALVE 

AUTOMATIC Alf:C V!:N.T 
Rl!L..IEF VALVE 

A!30VE 
LAT LEAVING AIR n:.MPE:RATURE ----3 CAP - GLOBE VAI..'Vl: 

AIR CONDE.N51NG: UNIT 
LM f>OUNDS -------6l<r---L" LATENT 14EAT ----<§>:--,-- FLOOR CLEA"--OUT OJT61DE !:ITEM AND YOKE VALvE + ACCE&S DOOR L"-' LOCKED ROTOR AMPS """ -W--

3-u.IAY AUTOMATIC VAL \IE 

A60vE FIN151-4ED FLOOR LUJCO LCUJ WATER CUT <.?Fi" -®- OUT&IDE 5T~M ANO YOKE VALvE WIT14 

AIR HANOI.. INGa I.JI'.IIT LiliT L.EAViNCS WATER Tf2f'iPEF!ATURE ~ 
FL~ORAIN T AMF'ER &WITCI4 ----£_ 

ACCE5& PANEL MAY MANUAL. .AIR vENT ~ f.I'OSE ere (Pl..ANJ 2-UJAY AUTOMATIC VALvE 
APPROXIMATe:L Y MAX MAXiMUM ~ GRADE CLEANC\JT 
ARCJ-IITECiURAL MD MOTORIZED DAMPER ~ -J()C- 6ALANCING VAL YE 

.AIR &EFARATQR MECi4 HECI-IANICAL -------1' CLEANOJT PLUG., IN LINE 
WALL I-IYDRANT 

AUXILIA~T' MIN MINIMUM 

AVERA6E NIC NOT IN CONTRACT --------3 WALL CLEANOJT VENTILATION AND AIR CONDITIONING 5'rH60L5 
BALANCING COCK NO N~ALL Y OPEN, NUMBER WCQ 

~--

6AROMETRIC DAMPER OA OJT51DE AIR --o---- TEE, OUTLET UP 
BACKDI'i?.,.AJ;T D.AHPER OAT duT51DE AIR TE:MF'ERA WRE n __....-TE,.-,INAL DEVICE &IZe, T'I'P 

BREAK 140R5~ POWER 
DBD OFF>O&ED !SLADE DAMPER _____.,.__ n:E, OUrLET DOJ..N ~~~ &UFPL Y REG:I&TER OR ~RILLE G::] BLUE 
OPNG OFENINU ROUN.D DUCT DOILN 

0""' ORAN<>E 
SLACK PC FLIJH6LING CONTRACTOR. 

-J EL601.U, TURNED DOUN TEFCM!NAL DEVICE CA1. TYF 

BELOW PG PRESSURE. OOA6E ---o EL60JJ. TU~ED UP 
BROJ.N FNK PINK 0 POINT OF CONNECTIC't-1 

BASEMENT POe POINT OF CONNECTION n ,,.,~ TO EXISTING 

6RlT!5~ H4ERt1AL UNIT PER ~R PRY P~&&UR.E REDUCING VALVE: -£3-- EXPANSION JOINT ·"""'100" RETURN OR CXHAU&T GRILLE 

O·ULLED WATER DRAIN RA RETURN AIR ----=- FLEXIBLE CONNECTOR @ FIRE DAJ'1FER 

CUBIC FEET PER MINUTE RAD RADIATOR 

CI-IARACTf:RfSTIC RUC REtuRN 6RJLLE CEILING IQJ FLOOR DRAIN 

~ CHECK VALVE "'"' ROOM &UPF'l.Y DUCT UF [f) DUCT DETECTOR 
CAST IRQt..l RPM REVOLUTIONS PS:R MINUTE 
CLEANOJT RTN RE11J""' ~ R.EDUCE!i?: - CONCENTRIC 

co 
CONDe;NSATE Rv RELIEF vENT 1SD &LIPPL Y DUCT DOJ.N @ TJ-JEJ:a-10&TAT 
O·l!LLEDMOT WATER &UPFL Y 5A &HOCK A1350RSER. &UF't=>l Y AIR --- REDUCER - ECCENTRIC 

C~ILLEDMOT WATER RE.TU~ &DC SUFFL 'r DIFR.l.&ER CEILING 

* 
.. 

I CHILLED/1-tClT WATER &UPPL Y t RETURN SEN& &EN&IBLE 03 CD. CONDEN&ER WATER FROM TOWER e,~ &EN516LE HEAT e.LEEVS: - TI-IROJGJ.-1 WALL R:E.TUR-1 OR EX~AUST DUCT UP TEMPERA. TtiRE &ENSOR 
&TATJC PRE55URE 

. 
CONDENSER WATER TO TOWER SP I COLD WATER SRF 5Uf=>PL. Y REG:I&TEF< FLOOR 

® ORA.IN 5T~ STAAJNER --Ill-- UNION [21 RETUFCt-1 OR CXI-IAU$T DUCT OOUN 
1-/UM(CJSTAT 

DRY eiJLS TEMP TEMPERATURE 

DI~CT QI6!TAL CONTROL. TI-lT Ti-JEFiMCMi!.TER y f=UNNE.L DRAIN ~ TIHE &WlTC\.4 

g~i;~~ I-lOT WATEFe ~~& TOTAL 
TR.AN5JTJON __, 1405E CONNECTION ~ 1:;!:.(:20 ~ DUCT <FI~T FI6URS, SliDE: &HOJ,.N AND 

DOUN TYF. TYPICAL -® 
DRAIN V VENT. VOlTS 

&E!COND FIGURE, SlOE NOT 5!-/0IJ.N} OUCT MO<..NiEO SMOKE 

-l:f- OFCIFICE FLATE: ALL DUCT!! DIMENSION$ SHALL 6E . DEtECTOR: 
EXI&TINGJ VD vOLI.JME OAMPEI'Iii: ~IN!NCl-fE5. 
EXI-IAU&T AIR """ V1i!NTU!Ie:l ~LOW &T ATlON 

~ &TI'U.INE:.R WITI--I eLOWCou.N AND 
ENTERING AIR TE:MPERATUftE VIO VIOLET I-lOSE CONNECTION { I I } I EXHAU5T FAN VTR vENT TI-IROJGH ROOF R INCLINED RISE O~.J. A~ IN DIFe.ECTION OF 

EF'f'IClENCY VVB VARIABLE VOLLNE SOX --e- 5161-lT GLASS AlRFi,..CW t --b@;~~4 ~ ~~~;;~ TI-IROJI ElECTRIC VVT VA!'iii!:IABLt:: VOLLNE TEMPERATURE. BOX 

8 El.ECT/'i!ICAL w WET 6ULS { I I } ENTER!~ uJATE~ TEMP w WATT, WASITE. WIDTH FLOW 6W!TCI-I D INCLINED DROP CO), ARROW IN DIR,E:CTION OF I PATtERN 

EX15TI~ WI w1m AIR FLOW 
Elo:HAU5T W!O WITI-IOJT _L::__ FRE5SUR.E AND TEMF>ER4TU~ TAP $:(Q.t11} 
EXPANSION IJJF'D WATEfiii: PRE55URE DROP 
EXTER-!AL. UJTR WATEJI;i!: -H:!H-

TRANSITIONS /NUM6ER. OF SLOT5 

FAI-Ifil.ENI-IEIT ..-eL YE:LLOUJ FLUID METER ~ /SLOT LENGTJ.I 
FORWARD CURVE/FAN CONTRACTOR 

~ FAN CIRCUIT BREAKER ~ THERt10METEFit RECT~l..AR TO ROJND TRAN&ITlON 
o~ SLOT DnTUSE~ 

FLOOR CLEANOJT .0!.f....._cFM 
FAN COIL UNIT 
FlC>OR ORAIN. FlRE: D,.4MPER AIR CONDITIONING F'IPING $YM601..5 !{) PRESSURE GAUGE 
FUNNEoL { t 

NECK DIAMETER 

R.Jl.L LOAD AMP& 
&T ANDARO ~CT ANGUl-AR BRANCJ-1 FOR 

//FACE DIAMETER 
FLOOR ---ci-1&--- Cl-llLLED/1-IOT WATER S.UFFLY ~ FRES5URE: ~A~E :t1 $UPPL Y OR ~T\JF:N 

FAN MOTOR --C~R-- CJ-1/LL.ED!J...IOT WATER R!:TUFiN ";~ @:::::l 
FEET PER. MINUTE --CUFT -- CONDENSER WAT!:I"!. FROM TOWER 

ROUND DIFFUSER 

FROM --CUFT -- CONDEN5ER WATER TO TOIJ..ER. -c:::J- vENTURI FLOUJ METER ~ RECT ~LAR OUCf ELBOW WITH "-.CFM 
FeET 
GALVANIZED 

-o--- DFi.AIN Loe-
TIJ~/Na YA/'II'ES 

'='ENREAL CONTRACTOR --- REFRICsERA'IT LIQUID 5!40CK A650ReER { ; ~ FLE><Tel..E CONNECTION 
GRADE CLEANOUT ------R5------ j;£FR.IC.ERANT SUCTION ~ &ECTION LETTER 

6AI..loN5 PER HINUTC- ~EA r!Na. PIPING 5YH601..5 ~AV AIR VENT - AUTOMATIC { ~I ~ GRAY MANUAL VOLUME DAMPER 5\-IEET WJ.IERE 5HOUN 

GReEN 
GATE VAL \IE ---«""'-- I-IEATINC:t UJATER RETU.-:N 

~ AIR VENT - MANUAL { w HEIUJ-JT ~-- 1-tEATING WAT!':Iil! SU~PL Y ~ AJJTOMATIC DAMPER 
HOSE BIBB P!..UMSING PIPING .SYMBOL& PIPE ANCHOR --®=DETAil N\JMBER 
j..iEATfN(2 CONTRACTOR ~ 
~O~E F'O\J..ef< r { om ~ 

~EE.TWJ..IE~~ 

><aU"' ----- COLD WATER ANCSLE VAL \IE FIRE DAMPER WITJ.I .ACCESS DOOR 
1-IQT CIA& BYPASS --A--- COMPRES6ED A!R 
~EAT R.lMP, 1-IO~EPOUJER (31-- ANULE 6ATE VAlvE. PLAN h!QIE 

------ COME&TIC I-lOT WATER 
).j\GH TEMPERATURE { 1!1 ~ 

ALL 5YH601..5 ANO A66REVIATICIN5 51-10!LN AFfE NOT 

~OT UIATER 
------- COMES. TIC I-lOT WATER RECIRCULATING r 6ACICD~T DAMP'E~ N~CE&SAJI<IL. Y ll$ED. 

).lOT WArER RETURN ---F--- FIRE ANGLE CisL06E VALve eoo 
~OT WAlER SUF'PLY ------<>--- GAS { 4 IN51DC DIAMETER --LF'Cis-- lP GAS 

..,._ At-JG.I-E CisLOBE VAL. 'vE. F'L.AN LINED DUCT 

INCI-IES WASTE ( AeoVE GRADEJ -J<>-
KILOWATT WASTE <6ELO..U 6RADE) 6ALL. vALVE 6L:J ROU'ID DUCT UFI OESIGNEO: SUS SHEET NO. Til\.E Of SHE!T DR/IWINC NO. 

LENc;TH --<0>--- ---- ~ -.---st--- &TOR'-1 DRAIN ~ MECHANICAL LEGEND 
~~-VENT ~ Cf.4ECK VALVE """"' 

41,002 
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®MECH ROOM DEMOLITION PLAN 
M1 SCALE@ 

60.1.. TED BLANK 
FCAN:>E \_ 

REMOvE 1 IU-IOLE~ 
BRICK& ANO COVER 
OPENING WITH IN5ECT 
&CREEN, 365' CFM 

5LOPE SLOPE 

f.:\ EX 114" VENT -\ \_:_) DRAIN ON 

~DN TO >RD FC"' ~---·::·.~-FL~ ~ 1 U=------------------------,_ ----------------- ~ i=i:J' 
-EX 112~ ...w5 4R ..._ __ 

0! ~~ II exe EX" DUCT __} 
UP TO Dl&C14AR6~ EF~3 ON ROOF WI TRA!\1.., ~··y·; TO 6x!l, 36& CFM 

BACKDRAFT DAMPER ~EX ATTIC HATCH 

®ATTIC ~N 
M1 .SCALE A 

~ 

"WR 

® MECH ROOM PIPING PLAN 
Ml - SCALE@) 

"'". 

~ 

eu~e~ 

(

BURN!::R 
CONTr;coL. 

1 .~ PANEL 

p;<£l'UF<N DliaJM 

PLAN NOTES: 
8 T'STAT FOfi! EF-4 TO BE MOI.JI'..ITEO TO EXIIHI~ TIO!:U&So. 

UJ4EN ATTIC &PACE REACHES S0"F, EF-4 TO &TART. 

0 INSTALL NEW AIR VENT& IN WF~Y "RETURN 
FIFIN6 IN ATriC, RECG>NNECT TO EXI&TINU FIFINC:J 
TJ../AT ORAIN5 TO BOILER ROOM IN B.A&EHENT. 
BI.EED AIR OJT OF E.X15TJNG: LINES 

f.:\ 12x6 LOUvER WI INSECT SCREEN TO BE LOCATED IN 
\..::.) NEW DOOR PANE~. 

~~~~;~~-~ 

~~J~""' 

~I<WSTQ2NP 
C 3ROFL~ 

~,k,\RD_/ HQI WATER S.r&JEM 

~ 
(0UT'r') F~A.Nc::.E 

1-!UIR ~W$ TO 
FIRM FL.~ 

1-lWR 1--lUJG TO 
B&HT FLR 

I-II.I..IR: 1-ii..U6TO 2ND 
4 3R.D FLRS-

~QT U!AT~R 

§C~EMATIC PIPING FLQUJ DIAGF$AM 
NOT TO SCALE 

OESIGNC.O: 

4 0 4 ~ 

@ I SCALE OF FEET 

SUB SKE:ET NO. TITlE Or Sl-lE[l 

--MECHANICAL - PETERSE 

M7 HOUSE HVAC SYSTEM 
MODIFICATIONS 

~ 
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INTAKE AIR OPENING. 
REMOVE 1 l.IJ.40t.E IS~ICKS 
AND COVER OPENING WI 
INSECT SCREEN. 36£'> CR1 
SEE ARCH. DRAUliNCs& J:OR. 
DETAIL. 

@ ATTIC SECTION pETERSEN HOUSE 
HI& . SCALE@ 

EXI!;TINC:s CHIMNEY 

BACKDR.AFT DAMPER 

0 SCALE OF FEET 

:NEO: 
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DIFFUSER, REGISTER, AND GRILLE SCI-IEDULE: 

f.,A"" fT'f'E FACE SIZE "'ROW CFM INLET INSuLA TEO 
~MARK& FL..EN\.11 

0 LSp 20 Jn•>a' I-WAY '"""' 
12' 
FO 

0 LSD Ullf2"> e· 1-WAl .,,. '"' FO 

0 SRC 12>d2 ""' 
0 s"" 12)0;6c 

·~· 
0 5RC 22x22 I""' 

0 SDC 24x4e 385 I" 

0 """" 24x24 l42S. 

0 SPC 24x24 4-WAY 1S • 
0 SDC 24lll:14 4-WAY ,, e 

0 S<:;F l6x6 2""' 

0 R<>W 24x4t. ""'"' 
0 ERW 12xl8 """' 
0 ERW \6x24 1210 

0 soc 24x24 4-WAY 1.., 8 

0 ODe 24x24 4-WAY """' 14 

0 SDC 24x24 4-UJAY ,,. 12 

0 """ 24x24 ..,. 
0 """ 3bx24 """"' -L- - ---- --------

= 
1. DE61GNED AROUND TITU5. 

FETE:RSEN I-IOUE FUMF SCI-IEDULE 
F'\JMP FIJHP GPH 

FEET Ef'F 

"'"'"' ~';.01' I'O"H LEgJ:~Al OPERATINC:o JMPE!..LER 
NO DUTY "EAD % CONDITIONS SIZE 

"' " ""' C.PH • 
P-1 DUT'r e 2"'5 2~ 114 ,.., 1-biZI-IIS. FEET 18 4 11/16" 

10 105 41 Ef'F 2~ 

" 105 • 2<l> <>PH .. 
P-2 DUTY .. 105 " 114 !1S.€J 1-~12'-115 FEET 11 4 In" 

12 I. ,. EFF 2<l> 

" 2<l>5 .,., GPH 8 ,._, 
DUTY e 2<l> "' 1/4 11S" 1-6€J-IIS FE:ET 18 4 112" 

I. I. 41 EFF 20 

~ 
I. oe&IGNED A~OUND BELL C GOSSETT. 

STEAM I-IUMIDIFIER SCI-IE:DULE 

&YMBOL LOCATICt>.! o:.m=ur &IFFL. "r STEAM 
AMPS 

TRAP ELEC. MAX OPE~ 
REMARK$ 

LB&114R PSC. lB&/~R CI-IAR uJT (LB&> 

H-1 HECI-I. FiM .... 1 3~t.e~208 ""' FORD'& 

H-2 u~~gJ~ 13.0 14 3-biZ)~208 .., 
~ 
I. OESIUNEO A.~O A~&T~. MOOEL NO. EI-U-11Z>1. 

YARIAeLE VOLUME: 60X SCI-IEDULE: 
CfM BOX IM N510N~ INLET D15cl-l.ARI:SE HA)( 

S"r'MBOL LOCATION SERVE$ DUCT DUCT SF L0&5 RENA~ 
MIN MAX L (IN> W(INJ 1-1 r!NJ (INJ UJxl-l(IN) (IN) 

VV6-1 ATTIC 3RO FLR 225 15<ll 105 14 125 1<21 14 X 12.& 
_I 

VV6-2 ATTIC 3RD FLR 22S 15<21 155 14 125 "" 14 X 12.5 

VV6-> ATTIC 3RD FLR 225 15<ll 155 14 125 l<ll 14 )( 12.5 

vve-4 ATTIC 3Rt) FLR. 2l> 15<ll 105 14 125 "' 14 X 12.5 I 

vve-s ATTiC 2ND FLR .... , . .,. ,. .. 24 18 I~ 18 )( 24 

YYS-.. ATTIC 1ST FL~ .. ., I"""' 155 24 18 IE> 18 X :24 

VV6-1 ATTIC 3RD F!.,R 141 4W 15.5 12 I" • I.Z X 1:2 

vve-8 ATTIC 3RD FL..R ,.., 
"""" ,. .. 2<l> , .. . 14 11.5 X :2€) 

vve-• ATTIC 3Fa0 FL..R ,. 1S<ll 155 14 125 "' 14 X 12.5 

VV'B~1cZl ATTIC lRD FL..R .. ., """" 1&5 2<l> 115 14 11b X :22) 

VVB·II ATTIC 3R:D FlR ,. 15<21 1&5 14 125 I" 14 X 12.5 

VV'B-12 ATTIC 3RD FLR 141 . .., 1&5 " l<ll • JIZ) X 1:2 

vve-1-' ATTIC \&T FL..R 04" \"""' 1&5 24 18 IE> 18 X 24 

vve-14 ATTIC 2ND FlR 504 IE>W 155 24 18 I. 18 X 24 

VVS-15- 511 
3~R.R 241 .,. 155 14 , .. l<ll 14 x I:Z.S 

3R.D FLR 

VYB-Ib "" 3RD FLR 241 825 155 14 """ I" 14 X 12.5> 
3~FLR 

vve.-11 Sll 3Fi!l.? FLR 10 ,.., IS5 12 • .. 12 x e 
3~FLR 

------

~ 
I. ALL. VARIABLE YOLUHE 60XE5 (VV'BJ &I-IALL BE ~ACTOR! FU!iNI&r4ED WITI-I A ONE•ROJJ, HOT WATEI'Ie REHEAT COIL, AND FACTORY 

MOUNTED DOC CONTROLLER AND HODULATINU VALvE, WPPL Y 6Y Tl-tE DOC EQJIFHENT E>UFt='LIE::R. 

:2. DE&JGNE.D AROUND 1JnJ5. 

OA E&~ c" NUC 
&TMBOL CFM CFM -,5£fci.!i TOT 1-."e"$ <>PH T.Siff liN.J MSJ.l 

FCU-1 '""" - .., ... ""'""' ~3IZI!Z> "' l<ll 
FCU-2 '""" ""' 65 W!Zllt) 630cZl 1.0 l<l> 
FCU~3 """'. .., E>5 """'" 6300 1.0 '" FCU·4 '""' '" ""' ... •""'" 6)00 1.5 l<ll 
FCU-S """' '"' .., 65 """""' """" 1.5 Iii> 
FCU-6 .., 

'" ""'65 , .. .,., 136cZl0 38 l<ll 
FCU-1 2""' .., ... 1"""' 15. l<ll 
FCU-8 2""'- ""' ... 1""" 1.00 l<ll 

=-~ 30<Z> p ""' ... """'" """" Ul "' FCU•l$ '""" '"' .., .. 5 """"" "'""" IB I"' 
Fcu.:n • '" .., ... 

1 .. ""' I361Zl0 , .. '" -12 ' .., .5 11000 B• '" FCU-13 . ., ,.,. .., 6S. 18600 13600 3.5 l<ll 
FClJ-14 ""'" '" 

.., 6& 20600 1-4100 42 I<> 
FCU-!S. 300 - .., b& ~0 6300 Ill \" 

~ 
!. DSSIUNSD AROUND CARRIER. 

FAN COIL UNIT SCI-IE:DULE (CUJ/I-IW) 
w I 

EWT L!f WPD EAT •F LAT "F ;r,gL C. PH EWT IT.Slilf 'F FT oe e>e -. 
4& • ~1 18 1.0 ,.., 2<21 
40 " 61 18 , .. ,.., 2<l> 

•• " .1 "' 1.5 IW l<l> 
40 • " 18 1.5 I""' 2<l> 

• .. E>1 "' 1.5 IB<ll 2<> 
40 " E>1 .. , .. ,.., 2<l> 

•• .. 61 14.4 !.-4-4 IB<l> '" 4S • •1 14A 1.44 IB<l> 2<l> 
4& .. .. 1 18 1.0 IW '"' 4& .. "1 18 \,8 ,.., 2<l> 
40 .. ..1 38 3.5 IW 2<l> 
40 " .1 213 "' IB<l> 2<l> 
4& "' E>1 38 , .. I""' '" •• ~ ~1 42 ., 100 "' 45 .. .. . , 

18 1.0 IB<ll 2<l> 

'fP TOT M"" 
~ I.e 

" I~ 

" 18 .. ,. .. "' " 38 

• .. 
~ 18 .. 18 

• ,. .. .. ,. 
~ 42 
6 le 

KJlJ FLA ELECT C~AR MOUNT INC:! ReHARK5 

&>1 28.5 1~60~~0!~ FI..OO~ ., 
2&.5 1~60-208 FLOOR 

S>1 28.5 l~h0·2cZl6 FLOOR 
1&.21 20.0 1·60-2cZl6 FL " 5" 2e.e l·be>-2~ FL "' 8 - l-60-21Z).!. ~L " 1-60-:212')8 FL " 1-60-208 FL "' 0>1 28.5 1-60-208 "L 
521 288 1-60-208 >'!: "' -
• 1~60-2CZ>& FL OR 

1-60-212'8 FLOOI'> 
8 1·60-208 FLOc"' 
e l-6cZl-208 00"' 

521 , ... l-b~D-20£s FLOOR 

Tln.£ Of SHEET 

16] 
MECHANICAL SCHEDULES 

FORD'S THE;ATRE & 
PETERSEN HOUSE 

DRAWING NQ. 
JlQ.1._ 

41,002 
~ 
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rNt..ET DUCT. SEE 
5CHEDULE f:OR &IZE 
YAY-----, 

ALfXILIARY 1-!EATINC:s: COIL 
~I;RE INDICATED ON PLAN. 
SEC SCHEDULE FOR 
CAPACITIES. 

5UPFL Y DUCT &IZE A5 
NOTED ON FLOOR f'LAN5 

.'!:~~LE AIR VOLUME BOX 
NOT TO SCAt.E 

= 

AIRFLOW 

SUFPL. Y AIR: DUCT 
DUCr 61ZE A5 INOICATEO 
ON FLOOR I""LAN&, 

f ~ 1 
FL.E><: DUCT 

CONTROL C:.RID 

CEILING GRID 

SUPPLY AIR DIFFUSER SQUARE TYPICAL CONNEC(TION 
NOT TO 5CAl.E 

AIR FLOW 

RETtiFiNIEXI-IAU5T 
DUCT &IZE A& INDICATED 
a-1 FLOOR PLANS. 

I ~FLEXOUCT 
CONTROL GRID 

CI:.ILING: GRID 

RETURN/EXI-lAUST GRILLES TYPICAL CONNECTION 
NOT TO 8CAI..~ 

FOR 6RA TE OF'ENINC:J REFER TO 

1/4" HE51-1 GAL V 
WIRE: SCREEN 

... 
.3b • HIN FOR !NT AKE 
COUNTER Fl..A51-l.ING 

CUF<e 

MECI-IANICAL DRAWING&. 

,;....____ ·-....._FL.os!41NC. J --_ 51-!EET METAL DUCT 

URATE 
OPENING 

DUQ Tl-lRU RQOF IW/GOQ5>ENECK! 
NOT TO SCALE 

f>YT160L LOCATION &ERVES rrPE 

EF-1 BASEMEN· l1 RE TROON! !NL1NE 
EF·l HECI-I. MECK.RI""t INLINE 
EF~3 PETERSEN ROOF ATIIC INL!NE CABINET 
51'-4 PE!:TERSEN HOUGE 6QILERFiiN fNLINE CA61NET 
51'·& MEC!--1. Rt1 OOILEF! SIDEWALL PRoP 

l:laJ:E., 
1. ADJUST 6ELT CFi!.lVEN FAN$> TO FROvlDE &Y&TE:M CR"''. 
~- DESIGNED AROf..JN!::l 6RE'EN.L-IECK. 

-BL.K-0 
-'r'EL--@ 
-eLu---@ " 

ffi~ 
FC> 

Vt0- RED 2 FM2 

iJ0-- :;: =--m-2 , Fe' ~ ffi . 
.:L00.- : ± 0::;:. ~" 
L00-v10 <>~-'rEL4 

GRA -,----- 6RA -

FC -- t=AN CCNTRACTOR MQTQRMASTER C(ONTROL UJIRING - 20Bft::l0 VQL T 
NO SCALE Fee - FAN. CIRCUIT BREAKER 

FM -- FAN MOTOR. 

FAN 5Cf.IEDULE 
ROCf' OFENINU/ ST'&TEH FAN RA"1 5TAT!C TIP DRI\IE HP ELEC REMAF<Ke MODEL NO. 

LOUvER SIZE CFM CA-1 F'RE&SURE: SPEED C~AR 

24 xl8 ,.., a13 114~ .5 3~11 DIR!CT 1/b 1-~IZI·II~ ReSTFi!:O E><HAU5T FAN &Q-120-B 

121" 1~32 12SS .5 444$ ee1.r 1.5 3-61Z'-208 EMER REF=RIG. • HECI-1. FCM. EXHAUST FAN BSQ-IW-4 

b•• .,. >6a \350 , . DIRECT l-~IZI-11& AtTIC EXHAU5T FAJ<.I 5P·228 
12 X ~.25 "'" 113 I\~Z>0 ,. Ollli!.ECT 1-~e-ns COMBLI&Tlet-.1 AIR 5tJp,:>L 'I'" FAN C5F'·2l~ 

1&x1So . ..., ••• 1350 .1& DIRECT 112" 1-62'-1/S COMI9U5TION AIR SUF"FL l' F=AN SH2l-4~-G 

&EN&OR 
LOCATICN 

... 
AiFO;FLOW 

MOTORMASTER CONTROLLER 5EN50fS LOCATIONS 
ON C(ONQEN50F:\ C(OIL !-lEADER ENP5 

REFRIGERANT 
'VENT 61ZE 
AS NOTEO ON 
FLOOR PLAN5 

Fl..EXISLE STEEL 
CONNE:CTION 

OFC!F'LEG­
lLENclTH A& 
REGIUIRE.D FOR 
EA&T ACCES&J 

NO SCALE 

6E 5URE TO &UPPORT 
T~IS PIPE 

l/4''FL.-.:!14"NFT 
O~INVALve 

Cl-liLLEB FSEFR19>EfSANT VENT DETAIL 
NOT TO SCALE 

DESlGNEO: ~~ TITlE Of SH££T 

MECHANICAL 1 7 DETAILS & SCHEDULES 

FORO'S THEATRE NATIONAL HSTORICAL SlTE 

OAAWING NO. 

~ 

... ~~·1,0~'~ ,.,, 
~[MJ 
~"'Jl§.. 
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m. 
ITJ, 
ITJS-IL 
[1:1 

rillo 
!]I] 

~ 
ITim 
If§ 

L[J 

0 
Q 
w 
w 
0 

Eim 
[QJ 

OUF\...1:,)< Fa:.CEFT ACLE ~ EX I& TINes 

DUPLEX f02CEPTACLE • HOUNTEO ABOV£ CEILING • EX1&TlNG 

'mLE~IDATA OUTLET - EXl5TING 

l"ELE~IDATA OUTLET • FL.OOR Mo..R-I.TED • EXI&TINas 

HOTio-1 DF!TECTOR • EXI&TING 

CLIRTAIN MOTICN DETECT~- E'XI5TIN:::i 

MOTION DtttCTOf< .. WIREL.EU - EXISTING 

SHaKE DE::TECTOR - EXISTING 

&MOIC.,E DETECTOR WITI4 IN.DICATOfit LIGf..IT - I;::XISTING 

f:IRE/INTl"!U51CN AI..~ ~ WJR..A~IN6: &TROee: LIGI4T • EXI&TIN(, 

MAGNEfiC DOOR CONTAcT (0 INDICATE& ENTRY/EXIT DELAYJ w EXI&Tit«S 

MANUAL PULL erATlCN - E><I&T!Nar 

CLOSEC CIRCUIT TV - EXI6TIN6 

1"1~/INTRI.ISION. ALA!ilM PANEL - EXI&TING 

FIRE ALA~ PANEL - EXI&TING 

Dl&cc:;t.INECT &IJIT0-4 w E)(I&TING 

MOTOR &TARTER w EXI6TING: 

MOTOR CCNNECTION w EXI8T/N::!I 

5FEA'<ER - EX/&TINGr 

MICROF"'-k;NE - EXI&TING 

..Jt.t.l.CTION BOX - EXI&TING: 

PANEL130ARD - EXI&TING.; 

MAGNETIC DOOR 140L.D=:R - EXI&TlNa. 

-

®= DCUBL~ DUI"'.EX FO!!CEPT ACI.,E • c;FCI 
GfCI GENERAL NOTES: 

®= DOUBLE DUFLEX f;S.CEPTACLE 

.,"& DUPl..EX RECEPT .ACLE GFCI 
L T~ OI.LNER l-olA& TI-lE FI~T Fit1614T a: ALL MATERIAL& 

F<£MOVED DURING TI-ll& PROJECT. ANY MATERIAL& DEEMED 

§= 01./Ft.EX fCECCPT ACL.S' 
'UNuJ..O.NTED' ~y 1'1-!E ou.NER,. ~ALL BE REMOVED 6Y TI-lE 
CCNTRACTOR,. AT NO ADDITICNAL.. E><PEN$E iO T~E OUNER. 

§= DUPLEX F£CEPT Ael..E .. f'10..NT'E:O AeoV'e CEILIN::S 
c 

8= DUFLEX IQECEPT ACLE • ~lENT YOL T A6E $1..1~ 6UPPRES5lCN ELECTRICAL ABBRE\i!ATIONS: 

@=MS DOUBLE DUPL.EX Fli£CEPT ACL.E - T~&IENT VOL. T Ac:JE 6UfCGoE ~f"F'!i£8610N. - ABOVE FINI&HEO FLOOR 
14 TEL.ER40NEIOATA OUTLET 

IEl TIU.EFt.IOHE/DATA OJtLET ·FLOOR t101J'.lTED 
Ate toUTCMATIC TEMI""EAATUFIS c.c::t.ITROL. 

m MoTIOO DETECTOR: 
cctv CL.O&ED CIRCUIT TFLEVl&ION. 

rvee TRANeiENT ~ T ,d6E 6UROE SUF'1'='f;£$&101'-1 

me CURTAIN MOTION DETECTOR 
tJ.O> UEATI-1ER~ 

mw MOTION DEtECTOR - Wl~LE&S 
REC RECEPTACLE 

ITJ, SMOKE DETECTOR: 

IIlS·IL 
SMClKE: DI=.TECTOFi!: Wllj..i INDICATOR LlGI-IT 

IIl<! FIRE ALA~ I40filN WA=LA&I-liNG &TROOE LIGI-IT 

[iJ<l lNTFa.JSION ALARM' ~~~AKER 

l0o MAGNETIC DOOR co.I.TACT (D INDICATE$ ENT!iUICXIT DELAY) 

@] MANUAL FULL ~T ATICN 

~ ClOSED Cl~IT TV 

!Tim FIRE/INTRUSioN ALAR1 PANEL 

r.rm INT~ION ALA~ PANEL 

m FlfiS' AL.AR'1 PANEL 

L[J Dl&cCNNECT &.LilT~ 

~ MOTO!Ii: &TARTE);!: 

Q MOTOR CONNECTION 

"%' "PEAKE" 

w "'""'"""""' w NICRCPI-K'NE 

@) AUTO PI-lONE DIA.LEFiie 

Q! JI..NCTION BOX - P.At-!El60AIW 

(R] f:ll'ii9:11NtR.Jela.i A.LA!iiiM KE'I"PAD 

(]E) .ANNI..NCJATC'R F='ANEL 

~ EXIT LICW4T 

tJ.O> UE.ATI4E~ 

'\ CIRCUIT 14Ct1ERLN 

PG"U.ER CI~IT 

LJ(W..I.TING CIRCUIT 

s &IN5LE POLE ewtTC44 

So DIMMER 5WITCI-I (TUJO OR fj..IREE WAY) 

s, ~E WAY 5WITCJ4 

[lDD 
DUCT DETECTOR 

IITI F\..OJI&JJITCH 

@] T AMF'ER &WlTCl-1 
O<SIGNEl> ~ mu: or SHEET OW.WING' NO. 

[I] EXTRA I.NDER CARPET WIRI~ DATA TEFOMINA.L ~ 
...6M.. 

l'RAN&ITION BlOCK MtNIM..M 6 SCREW TEFiMINAL&. ~ EO 
ELECTRICAL LEGEND 41,002 

(]] t1A6NI!TIC ~ ~ER PIP 
AND ABBREVIATIONS ~{[§) 
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~ BASEMENT PLAN 
Eb 5CALE@ 

·~·~l'---

@ fiRST fLOC~ PLAN 
56 5CALE A 

GENERAL NOTES: 
I. UNL.E&S INDICATED OTHERWISIE, Dl&CCNNECT ~ REMO'IE ALL WI~INa, DEVICE& 

,i.ND EaJIPHENT A.$50CIATEO WIT._, Tl-4E PRESENT Fl~ ALAFa-1 5Y&TEH. SAVE 
CONDUIT, IJA-IEN PO&&I6LE, FOFC Fi:E-USE. INSTALL NEW CONDUCTOR& TO NEW FIRE 
ALAfWM CONTFCOL PANE.!... IN6TAlL PULL &TRING& IN SXI.STINGt UNU5ED CONDUIT$. 

PLAN NOTES: 

DESICNEO: SUS SHEET NO. 

E6 

SCALE OF FEff 

mtL Of SH££1' 

FIRE BASEMENT 
& FIRST FLOORS 
PETERSEN HOUSE 

{) 

t1 1 00~ CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENT SUBMISSION 110Zo4/2001[ I FORD's THEATRE ~noNAL ~ST~RIC"'; siT£ l~t;" ~I 



ROOF BELOW 

@ SECOND ElfPR PlAN 
1:1 &cAL. A 

~ ROOF BELOW 

~ 
! 
~ 
:;. 

GENERAL NOTES: 
1. UNLE&& INDICATED OT!-IEFaJJI5E:, DISCCNNECT AND !lii£MOYE All... WIRINCs, OEVICE& 

AND EQ.JIA'1ENT ASSOCIATED WITI-4 T14E PRJ::SENt FIRE AL..ARN SYSTEM. &AYE 
~UIT, \U-4EN P0&516LE, FOR RE·U&e. INSTAJ...L NEW CONDUCTORfl TO r-.I.!:W FIRE 
ALARM CONTROL PANEL. IN6TALL F'\JLL 6TRI~& IN EXISTINCi UNUSED CON,DUIT$. 

PLAN NOTES: 

:NED: ~lJA <;:!.lEET NO. 

SCALE Of fEET 

! @ THIRD FLOO~ PlAN FIRE SECOND 
§_ SCAlE" AND THIRD FLOORS ~L ~ E7 PETERSEN HOUSE 
-;: 1 00% ONSTRUCTION D cu ENT SUBMISSION fORD'S THEATRE NATIONAL HSTORICAL SITE 
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~ aASEMENT PLA~ 
'"~ 5CALE@ 

GENERAL NOTES: 
I. MONITORINc:S Cf: CCTV CAMERA& IN Ti-115 eUtLDINC:.: 51-IAL.L eE F'EfiiifOFOMEO AT TWE: GUARP'& 

&T ATION ACRO&S TI-lE S.TREET At FOr:ID''S TI--IEATPE.. 

PLAN NOTES: 
8 n-US CCTV CAMERA ~ALL BE WI~LE&e. 

~ ll:::,y:f±_j 

@ FIRST FLOQ~ PlAN 
E3 SCALE A SCALE OF FEET 

DESIGNED: SUB SH£ET NO. tm..£ OF' SHEET 

OC) 
DRA'Ir'IHG NO • 

...aQ.1... 
~1,002 

~ 1 100% CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENT SUBMISSION l1o(o•/200!1 I FoRo's THEATRE NATioNAL HSTORICAL srn: 1\&llof ..2.!2-1 
' . ;;; ¥V • 

CC1V BASEMENT 
& FIRST FLOORS 
PETERSEN HOUSE ~~~·"' IE 1 3 
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ROOF BELOW 

@ SECOND FLO& PLAN 
S"l4 5CAL.E 

ROOF B(LOW 

Q;) THIRD FLOOR Pt..6N 
••• ecALiiA'i 

GENERAL NOTES: 
I. MONITORING OF CCTV CAMS.AA$ IN TI-ll& 6UU ... DIN::i 

51-/A.LL eE PE~D AT TI-lE GUARD'$ STATION 
ACRO&& TI<E &T!<EET AT f'O!OD'& T~EA-. 

PLAN NOTES: 
0 Tlo·l\5 CCTV CAME~ 8>1-lALL. ~ uJIRE:LE$&. 

0 MOJNT ON NEIGI-IBORINGJ fSUILOtNG. CF P<(dSISLE. 

O£SICNf:D: SUB SHED NO. 

SCAL£ OF FEET 

mu: Of SH<ET 

CCTV SECOND 
AND THIRD FLOORS 
PETERSEN HOUSE 

~ 
OAAWI~ NO. 

...§Qi_ 
41,002 
;;:-r-
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~ BASEMENT PLAN 
., &c.Al.i@ 

GENERAL NOTES: 
I. UN.LE&fl INDICATED OTJ.-IERUJJ5t:, DJSCCNNECT AI-I,P REMOVE EXI5TIN:::r EXIT SIGNS. 

REU&I:: CONDUIT AND CONOUCTOR5 W-IERe, PQ&&IeL.E. INa.TALL NEW EXIT 5!QN5 
A$- INDICATED. 

:!. DISCONNECt AND ~MOVE ALL EXI&TIN6 BRANCH CIRCUIT WIRING'. Plite:U&E E><I&TINCt 
RACEWAY& ll.JI.4EN P0&$!6LE. IN&T ALL NEW 6RANCH CIRCUIT WIRINU: WIT~ GROJND 
CONDUCTOR RePLACE AI..L EX/STING 6RANCI-l C/~IT WIRIN<:i DEVICE$. 

PLAN NOTES: 
0 DISCCNNECT AND REMO.....r: EXIST//".16 REO L/<:4141 SERVING AS AN EXIT SIGN LfCJHt. 

(:;\ REPLACE EXIST\NO ~CEf'QT ACLE WI TI-l TVSS ~CEPT ACLE. CONNECT TO EXI&TINCs 
\J CIRCUIT. IF A DEDICATED G:ROUNDINCJ CONDUCTOR (6ROUND Wlf'?.EJ 16 NOT 

PRE5ENT, ExtE:NP GROUNDING CONCUCTOR SACK TO ELECTFi:ICAL PANEL.. 

f:\. EXTEND 2~2 4 1"12 CIND IN 112" COf>..!DUIT TO SPA~ 6REAK..ER LOCATED IN 
\..J EXISTING. MAfN PANEL. 

0 EXTEND CIRCUIT TO Fl4-33. 

0 NEW LOCATION FOR NEW MAIN ELECTRIC PANEL. 

~ DISCONNECT AND RS.'N'OVE EXiSTING Lfall-lt6. SWITC14E.5, ~CEFTACLE&, PANEL, NCTER. 
\.:__} CONDUIT, Wlf;;E, ETC, IN T~l5 AREA. 

(":;\ NEW "R.ECEPT.4CL.S" FOf'C NE:W E.XTIERiOR CCTV CAMERA. CONNECT NEUJ RECEPTACLE TO 
\_J CLO~E5T AVAILA6LE CIRCUIT WITH CAPACITY, 

0 EXTEND Cl~IT TO Fi-1-IE:>. 

8 Dl5CONNECT ANO ~MOVE EXI&TING: I-IYDRC:NIC ZON.E CIRCULATQR5. 

e P-1. EXTENO I "11 ( I "11 ~D IN ff2HC TO !SA-IF' ISRE~R fN FAN"EL PI-I. 

-ill 0 F-1. EXTEND 2 "'12 I I "'1:2 GND lN 112"C TO I&A·IP 6R.E~R 
~\l E3 ~ E3 ~ E3 I IN PANEL PH. 

1=--------1 ("SB~l -:6 /JS US ~' lSI f;\ F-~. EXTEND 2 ~2 I 1"'12 G:ND IN 112''C TO l!;A-IP 6REAKER 
\.:;./ IN PANEL Fi-1. 

;:;_ 
rm 

@ fiRST fLOO~ PLAN 
e:; 5CA1.E A 

100% SSION 

(.:,\ COM6U5TION AIR FAN. EXTEND 2 f\2 4 I "'12 6ND IN 112"C TO 
\.:J CIRCUIT F~-31. 

G EXTEND 1-4"C • 2"C INTO MECf.IANlC.AL ROOM AS INDICATED. 

~.Rt'Y\tW: 

AJK/PEP 
OA:'rt: 
10/0</2001 

sCALE OF FEET 

lln..E OF sH£n 
ELECTRICAL 

BASEMENT & FIRST FL. 
PETERSEN HOUSE 

~ 
()ltt.WING NO. 

~ 
41,002 ,...,.--

FORO'S THEATR( NATIONAL HSTORICAL SIT£ r-"·"''"'r ~ 1 
~-~ 
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ROOF' BELOW 

@ SECOND Fl~ PLAN 
E~! SCALE A 

ROOF GELOW 

@ THIRD FLO, PLAN 
E3l e<:AL.E A 

GENERAk NOTES: 
I. l/NLESS INDICATED OTI·IERWISe:. 0/SCONNECT AND REMOVE eXISTING EXIT !!>IGNS. 

REUSE CONDUIT AND CONDUCTOR:!!~ lU4ERE. POSSIBLE. IN&T ALL NEW EXIT SIGN& 
AS INDICATED. 

2. DlbCONNECT AND REMOVE ALL !::X/STING 6R:ANCI-/ CIRCUIT WTRINCS. REUS.E EXISTING: 
RACEWAY& UA-ICN F'0&&18l..E. IN&TA!...L NE.ul BRANCH CIRCUIT WU~.ING WITH GRO.JND 
Cor-IDUCTOR REPLACE ALL C.XI&TING: 6R.A.N.C!-I CI~IT WIRING DE:.viCE&. 

PLAN NOTES: 
f.\ FOU.fR FOR EXIT/E.:MEF<G:ENCY LIGI-l'T: EXTEND 2. lf\1 C I ~2 GND IN 112" CONDUIT TO 
\.:._) S!iEEAKEF< LOCATED IN. NEW MAIN PANEL. , 

~ POWER FOI'i! ATTIC EXI-IA.UST FAN• EXTEND 2 '12 4 I --r2 IN 112" CONDUIT TO IS~AK.ER 
\.:..) IN PANEL PH. INTERCClN'-IECT EX14AUST FAN TO THERMOSTAT. 

f:\ NEW RECEPTACLE FOR NEW CCTV CAME/i!A. CONNECT NEW RECEPTACLE TO CLOSEST 
1...::_) AVAILABLE CI~CUIT WITI-I CAFACITY. 

=:._-= " ,, I 

hkJ AIT!C P~ E2b: .,._.._, r: .0 

O£S1QNEO: ~ 

! 

SCALE Of FEET 

Tin.£ Of SHEET 

ELECTRICAL 
SECOND AND THIRD FL. 

PETERSEN HOUSE 

~ 
DRAWING NO. 

JiQ1.. 
41,002 
o::-r--
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F'ANEL60ARD !:>11-::IA I:XISTJNG F'ANE:L!lOARD !:>11-IA 
~ V0L.T&.2_.;., .±,WIRE, 22& A. BU5, ~A. MAIN C.6, ~ MOJNT, ~ VOL. T&2,.-t', _i.uJI~.1!!_ A SUS, HLO A. MAIN CB .. ~MOUNT, 

5'11'1. AJR (MAIN C.S.'2~12X!J0, 6RANQ.f C.6.201Zl~.~NEUTRAL. BUG, FROVIDE GROI.JND 6U5 SYM. A.IR. (MAIN C.B. ll11l • ~CI-I C.a.mm ), ~NEUTRAL BU&, PRQVIOE G~D eiJ5 

N/A SRANC~ C.S~ NEMA I ENCLOSURE:, NANUFACT\J"RER ANO CAT. NQ XXX NIA e~CI4 C.B., NEMA I ENCL.Oe.LIRE, MANUFACTURER AND CAT. NQ XXX 

'et OE6CRIPTION 1..1 L'l LS DE&CR:IFTION. co 
'~~ DESCRIPTION Ll L2 l-3 OE&CR.IPTION ' 

4TI-J FLR~ICE 2~...-..._L .L~ EXISTING CI~UIT --- EXISTING! CIRCUIT I'L_~ fl--~.2. E:XI&TINC"s CI~U!T ---
-_..--..2.. .!....-----~ EXIST!.% CIRCUIT --- EX15TINC:I CIRCUIT IL-2.. f±r'_!Z EXISTING CIRCUIT ---

EXI&TINC:I CIRCUIT ~~-~ rL~~ EX1.$TING Clf;;;CUIT --- EXJ.STJ)'.JG CIRCUIT 2Q..r"--2- ~---...!? EXISTING CIRCUIT ---
EXI&Tll.J(. CIRCUIT IL,......._....l ,L~ --- EX15T!N6 CIRC.U!T 2<~....---,..1. ~~_Jli EXI5T/Na- CiRCUIT ---
EXISTING CIRCUIT 2~r--.._1 ~.-...1! EXISTING CIRCUIT --- EXISTING; CIRCUIT lQ.~ ~---~ EXISTING CIRCUIT ---

._.-..!l_ f--0..1! EXI5TINc; CIRCUIT --- EX:15TINC:s CIRCUIT 
~~ 11 /L'.lJ! EXI&T!NG CIRCUIT ·--

EX15TJNC:J CIRCUIT lQ_rl~ c.:!..~ EXI5 r'rNG. Cr~rT --- EX15TINC:I CIF(CUIT lQ_,.--Q. F"--~~ EXISTING CIRCUIT ---
-__rJ.2._ ~----':.2 ~X/5TIN<5 CIRCUIT --- • _,--.JR ~..1. EXISTING CIRCUIT ---
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