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Part I

APACEE PL5S

From 1862 until 1894 Fort Bowle served as a key outpost 1n the U, S.
Army's grueling campaigns against the Chlricahua Apache Indian. As the
base of operatlions from which CGen, George Crook and, lzter, Cen. Nelson
A, Miles launched the exrefiticons that brought about the Tingl suprender
of the notorious Geronlme, FPort Bowile attzined its greatest nistorical
significance, Even before the Geronimo war, however, 1t had plaved a
leading role in advaneing the southwestern frontier. As guardisn of Apache
Pass, 1% had performed signal service in proteciing nmilltary erd civilian
traffic using this nhlsioric passageway through the Chiricahus Mountelns.
For years, Apache Pass had been a cemetery fiiled with rude mornuments
to ploneer c¢ourage and Apache savagery, After the soldiers came %o bulld
Fort Bowle, travelers crcssing the mounbtains enjoyed a security that con-
trasted starlly wlth the appreohension that gripped those who had preceded
them,

It is these storles--the conguest of the Apaches and the mliitary
provection of overland travel--that the rulns of Fort Bowle today vividly
recall, Buf they also recall ancther story--the eventful story of Apache
Pass belfore the soldlers arrived, The very decision to bulld a fort in
Apache Pass 1s an indication of the significance the pass had already
acquired, Along its rocky siopes lay one of the few frasible roubtes
through the Southwest to Californla, Although the grade was steep and

tortuous, and Apaches usually lurked on the heights, this route had
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advanbages not found elsewhere, Not only did Apache Pass admit a trail
that was the shortest reute from the Ric Grande to Tueson, but it afforded
water in a country that bogsied few water holes,

The Apache Pass Springs figure prominentliy in the accounts of nearly
31l of the esrly travelers through the pass, The springs seem alsoc o
have made the pass a favcrite rendezvous of Apaches befopre the appearance
of the whifte man. L%. Joim C¢. Parke, crossing the Chirieahua Movntainsg in
1854, noted the large number cf well-defined Indian trails radizting from
the springs.l

The Chiricanva Mountains had been the domain of the Chiricshua Apaches
since Spanlzn colonial cdeva, and 1t secems ressonable to infer that the
Spentlards were net long in familiarizing themselves with Apache Pass and
1ts springs. The Spanish frontier, moving north from Chihuahuz and Sonora
in the late seventeenth cenvury, prouptly collided with the Apazhes, moving
south at the seme Uime. Reglmning in 1693, Spanish officlals scon found
it advisable Vo dispateh punitive expedificns against the Apaches in the
Chirleahua Mouritains. Some of These cclumns, at one time or anchther,
probably found themselves in Apache Pass and, perhaps, even camped at
Apache Springs. Speculative &8s this may be, 1t 15 cerbtain that by 1780
the Spanish kmew of Apache Pass. They called it Prerto del Dlade, a berm

whose meaning is scomewhat obscwre, In that year, Capt. Don Joseph Ankonlo

-

1, Parkels report, August 22, 1854, in ggpific Reilroad Surveys;
1"01. II, po 10¢
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de Vildosola, campaigning against "the enemies of the frontiers,® bivou-
acked on the upper San Pedro Rlver. On Nevember 9, he recorded in his
Journal that he had

detached Lieutenant Don Pablo Romero with an

ensign and £1fCy men . . . to examine La Tinaja

Culorada, snd 1ts hills, and to go at night to

La Cenada de San Borja, at the rise of the Slerra

Ge Chirteszul /Chiricahua Mowntains/, along the

Wwesbern part and return through Puerto del Daco

ag far as S2n Simon. On kis foray he wes o

ghrive a8 he held it to acguit his cbligation,

fer the punisiment of our eneny g2nd the glery

ef the army ¢f our Catholle king . . .
Lt. Romero Jolned his caphain four days later at the appointed place,
Ee had enccuntered ne Indians, but had fcund a cache of Apache supplies
and equipmen’, which his men appropriated,2 Vildosclals reference to
Apache Pass--Puerto del Dgdo--with ne other 1derntificasion or elabora-
Tion, suggests the conelusion that the pass was nct an unkncwn geo-
graphic feature before 1780. As the Spanilsh Srontler receded, however,

Apache Paas, and lndeed the whole of the Chiricahua Kountain range, seems

to have teen left o the undlsiuehed enloyment of the Apaches for half a

century,

The Gadsden Purchase

Indians and Spanlards had long known of Apache Pass when the Mexiecan
War broke oub., Bub Amerlecans appear to have had no knowledge of it, and

almost no knowledze of the country scuth of the Glla River. Missourl

2. Alfred B, Thomas, ed., Foraotten W“ontie”s
{Worman, 1932), pp. 208-209,



traders arriving in New Mexlco over the Santa Fe Trail had penetrated
the lower Rio Grande country and traded with settlements in Chihuzhua,
but they had ne reascn to explore the unknown territory west of the
river. American fur btrappers Journeyed down the Gila in 1826, and in
subsequent yesrs sn occaslonal Trapper may have found his way through
Epache Pass, Bub %“he acuvtaln men were nst noied for begquenthing records
of travel to future historians, It remained for the Mexican Wur o ac-
quaint Americans with the counitry south of the Gila,

The war and ifs afternath ciothed this region with vast signifi.-
cance. By the Treaty of Guadzlupe KEidalgo, which ended the conflics,
the United Stzfes acquirzd New ¥Mexico and California, The Oregon boun-
ary dispute had baen settled in 1846, The Pacific Coast became 3 unity,
but also an island of Americans soparated frowm thelr eastern brethren by
a great expanse of almos? uninhabited mountain, prairie, and desert, Dis-
covery of gold in California in 1848 not only 1nviled a wave of migration
over Lnis wilderrerss avea; but also made imperative a transportation and
communication 1ink between cast and west. The gold-Tever coincided with
the railroad fever, Stimulated by a policy of graniing public lands %o
the states In order bo encourage rallroad counstruziion, a network of ralls
spread from the Atlantic Coast to the ilississippi River in the decade fol-
lowing the Mexican Uar, At the same time, senblment for a railroad to the
Pacific intensified, and the merits of the proposed routes were hotly de-
bated in and out of Congress, Anmong the most vigorcusly espoused was the

southern route. The slave states, bitierly divided over which clty should
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be the eastern termlnus, were as one in champloning a route across the
Southwest to California. In addition Yo promlsing favorable climate
throughout the year, such a route would be advantageous for fulfllling
the treaty commitment to protect the Mexlcans from incursions of American
Indians, Moreover, as Southerners qulekly polnted ouf, this roufe was
strongly recormmenied by =uch army officers as Philip St. George Cooke and
Randolph B, Marcy, who had campalgned in the Southwest during and after
the Mexican War. There was but one Cdrawback. The only frasible path

for a soubthern railroad lay through the country below the Gila, and in

the peace settlement Mexico had recained this fraect of land,”

In Mexico City, American gdiplomats encountered a decided reluctance
to part with more Mexican territory. Another assault on iexico's domain
by her northern neighbor would be difficult for ilexlean national pride
to withstand, The United States, however, held the high cards, for Sanba
Anna's shalty reglme desperabtely nceded money. UWith tnls lmowledge, Presi-
dent Franklin Plerce dlspeiched James fadsden to Mexico Clty to open nego-
tiations with Mexican officilals for the purchase of the strategle territory
on their northern frontier, On December 30, 1853, the Gadsden Treaty was
signed in the Mexican capital. Ibs terms embraced three offers by Mexico.
After much acrimonlious debate in Washington, the third was eventuslly
chosen. With ratificabtion of the treaty in the summer of 1854, the United
States bought the country below the Gila for ten milllon dollars.“ It thus

bought the southern rallroad route and, incidentally, a2 land believed to be

3, Paul N. Garber, The Gadsden Treabty (Philadelphiz,
1923}, pp. 19-20.

%, Ibid., pp. 64-108., WwWill H, Robinson, The Story
of Arizona (Phoenix, 1919), pp. 103-104,
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rich in minerals. The gateway to the newly acquired territory was Apache

Pass.

American Explorers in Apache Fags

During the five years hefore the signing of the Gadsden Treaty,
American explorers and emigrants had traversed the country later in-
cluded in the Gadsden Puichase, And in the yeers following the purchase,
traffic grew steadily more dense. iHlitary explorers, boundzry commis-
sioners, railroad surveyors, and California~bound gold sselers travelled
through the country. IMany explorers and emigrants undoubtedly threaded
their way through Apache Pass in the early 1850's. Few left a record of
their Journey, and tho3e who did for the most part felied to identify
fheir rcute with much precision. At least two American officials, how-
ever, Were In or near Apache Pass during these years.

John R. Bartlett, the American member of the Jjoint boundary commis-
sion, explored the Chirlezhus Hountains in Septembar, 1851, and almost
certalnly used Apache Pass o ¢ross fhe mountains, Bartlett had left
the Santa Rita copper mines on August 27 with an Lmpressively equlpped
company of flfty-seven perscens, At 0Jo ds Vaca, he turned west on the
trail of his Mexican counterpart, Gen, Pedro Garcia COndé, who kept send-
Ing back word that he had moved on to the west In search of gond water,
The Bartlett party crossed the Pelonecillo :lountains and the San Simon
Valley, then struck northuwest along the eastern tase of the Chiricahua
Mountains., Early in the afternoon of Sepbtember 4, the column turned

sharply to the left and, enterling a narrow deflle, worled up to a
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mountain valley that Bartlett compared to an ampltheater. Men spread
ocut in 211 directions searching for water, Following a trail up a
ravine, one of the men Scon discovered "a spring and fine pool of
erystel water." The animals were driven to this spring, and the party
made camp nearby, This sifte, said Bartlett, was "the most eligible
camping ground we had yet met with,"

Breaking camp next merning, Partlett and his enbtourage entered
the pass through the mountains, In his journal, the boundary commis-
sioner recorded that the mountalns here were "more difficult to pass
then any we had encountercd before, consisting as they did ef coatin-
uous hills, whish required much care on the part of our tezmsters; yet
with locking wheels twe or three times, and a little assistance by hand,
we soon get through, The lerglh of the pass, with all the slnuositles
of our route, dld not exceed three miles." Eaerging on the other side
of the pass, the party saw spread oub below the Sulphur Springs Valley
rimmed on the herizon by the Dragoon Mountains, Descending to the plain,
Bartlett and his men went on to join Gen, Condé and giperience more

adventures.5

5., Jomm R. Bartlels, Porecpal Naﬂrative of E?olo“ationa and
Incidentz 1n Texas, New Hexico, Pslj.OﬂnigJ_Sonora aqd “%Luuaaua
Coqnerted with the Wmited States and lexican JBoundary G Cormission,
Toring the Years 1050, 1061, 1052, znd 1053 \New York, 165%), vol, I,

DPe 307-579.




Although Bartlett left some doubt about whether he used Apache
Pass $o transit the Chiricahuz Mountains, L%, John G, Parks, Corps
of Topopraphical Engineers, left none whatever, The princ.pel motive
In conecluding the Gadsden Treaty had Deen to secure a southin route
for the Pacific Failrcad. A month and 2 haif bhefore the Dacsden Treaty
was signed, and over seven months before ratificatlon, Szeretary of Yar
Jefferson Tavis commissionsd Lt. Parke to survey a railrosd route along
the thirty-second paraliel Trom the Pima villapgss, on the &ila, to El
Pago, Texes, Escorted by a defachtment of the First Dragoons under Lt,
George Stoneman, Parke left the Pima villages o= February 16, 1854,
Crosging the Sulphur Sorings Valley on FPebruary 28, he could see in
the distance the Cnlricahua lountalasg, with Apache Fass--Puerto del
Dedo he called it--2 "very invising" gep "lying directly on our course,”
Topplng the crest of the pass at 1 p.m. on #arch 1, Parke's men
and animals had but one oblectlive--to find water. They were delayed
at the summlt, however, by the appearance of several Apaches at the
rear of the column., Some soldlers appreached the Indians, who greeted
them with "mushos amigos.™ A short parley revealed the peaceable @Gispo-
sitlon of the savages, and the troops descended the pass, experiencing
much the game ¢ifficuldy in negotiating the rugged slope with wagons
as had Bartlett three years befors. After fifty-five walterliess miles,
Parke and his men were over oyed to find, 2.3 miles from the sumnit,

the springs that made Apache Pass so Important,




Five hundred yards from the springs, in a "smell triangular valley
with an abundance of grass and wood,” Parke made camp. March 2 proved
to be a cold and windy day, and the party remalned in camp near the
spring. Throughout the day, Indians came and went, scme to beg and
others to sell mules. When the pool of water at the spring began to
give out, the Apaches gulded Parke to ancother spring Iin a nearby valley,
On iarch 3, the expeditilon brcke camp and, tollowing a fortucus ravine
down the mountaln, entered the San Simon Valley,

A% the concluaion of his survey, Lt. Parke submltited hls recome
nmendations to Secretary of War Davis, Had they been followed, the
Southern Pacific Rallroad today would probavly go through Apache FPass.
The following year, however, Parke reitraced hils jowrney ang resommended
certain deviatlons in the roule proposed in 1854, The new survey, he
reported, resulted in & number of importany improvements, “not the
least of wnich is the avoiding of the Puerto del Dado cf the Chilricahuil
53197 Mountainz. This ridge can be furned at its northern end by pass-
ing through a break or gap between 1t and Mount Graham." This gap, which
the Scuthern Pacific Reilroad used when 1%s ralls penetrated the reglion
in 1881, was five hundred feet lower than Apache Pass, and the grade much
less difficult. The Gap later became lnown as "Parke's Reilrcad Pass,'

.,
or simply “Rallrcad Pass,"’

6. Parke's first report 1s in Pacific Railrcad Reports, Vol. II.
His second repsart is in Ibid., Vol. VIII, Ft. 1I. His map, traclng the
routes of both surveys, is In Ibid., Veol. IX

-Qu



Emlgration Throuch Apache Pass
The Callforniz gold rush brought thousands of enigrants over the
southern route to the Pacifie, Beginning in 1848 from the Mexican
States, and Iin 1849 from the United States, the Argonauts made their
way across scuthern Arizona (then part of the lexlcan state of Sonora),
down the Glla £o the Yuma crossing of the Colorado, and thence to the
gold flelds. According to Bancroft, the number of emlgrants using the

southern route before 1851 has probably been ovepr-estimated at 60,0004 1

Nevertheless, the mlgratlion was a massive one, and it grew during the
1850tz until several well-defined trails were worn into the deserts and
mountalins souith of the Glla,

Apache Pass was a strategle point on one of three frails across
this region, but during the early years of the migration seeims Yo have
been ilttle used. The most populsr route was the Coolte wagon road,
Blazed by the MH.rmen Battallon under Lt, Col, Philip St. George Cooke
in 1846-47, this trail avciced the direct roube over the Chirieahua
Mountains, Instead, 1t made a wide detour to the south of the mountalns,
struck the upper San Pedro River 1n modern Sonora, descended that strean,
furned west to Tucson, thence to the (1lla a2nd on to California., Cooke

had wished to go directly west from the Rio frande to the 3ila, but

7. H. H, Bancroft, History of Arizonag and New liexlco,
1530-1888 {San Francisco, 1839}, p. Hao.
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his guldes, unfamlliar with the country, dissuaded him.8 The second

traill, less suitable for wagens, followed the route taken by Gen. Stephen
W. Kearny down the Gila to California in 1846, & few venturecsome parties
shortened Cooke'ls route by Surning west from the Rio Grande, crossing the
Peloneillo axnd Chiriczhua Mountalns, and jolnling Cooke's wagon rcad on
the San Pedro, A party crgenized in New Orleans in 1848 by Dr. 0. M.
Wozeneraft, who later became a promivent elvic leader in San Frunecisco,
is sald to have been the first group of emigrants to use this roube.

This group went Lhwough Apache Pass.9 One other parsy, though concelv-
ably the same one, 18 men®isned as following this cut-off in 1849, For
the most part, however, emigrants seemed 1llttle disposed to devlate from
the trails deserided in the Jjournals of Cooke and W. H, Emory, Kearny's
recorder--especially to strike cut across the unknown and perhaps water-

less expanse between the Rio Grande and the San Pedro.10

8. HRalph P, Bieber, ed,, Cooke's Journal in hgplorlng
hOHrhwostern_gﬂails 1846. 5 54 {3outhwest Historical Series,
Glendale, 1937}, Vol. VI, pp. 105-107.

9. James H, MeClintock, Arizona: Prehistoric, Aboriginal,

Pioneer, Modern {Chieago, 19167' ¥ole L, Da 0D,

10, Ralph P. Bieber, "Scuthwestern Trails to California in
1849," Mississiopl Va 11ey Eistorical Review, Vol. XII,
¥o. 3 {December, 1924}, pp. sy
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The explorations of Bartlett and Parke dispelled much of the un-
certainty about the country between the Rio C¢rande and Tueson, and
keginning in the nid-1850%s the route tharough Apache Fass came more and
moye into use, Aftey the long, dry frelt across the San Simon Valley, the
promise of water at Apache Pass was a lure that puilled the emlgrant one-
ward, At the same tine, “hie Fass, stronghcld of the Apaches and a favorite
place for ambush, had acquired a sinlster reputation that must have filled
the aprroaching traveler with forsboding,

For the fpaches, in contrast to their friendly reception of Parke,
became increasingly unpredl:itable as travel grew more heavy., Large, well-
organized partles ususlly had 1lttle trouble, aithough there were occa-
sional attempts to steal horses or wbock., Small or careless companies,
houever, were not always as fortunate, At Apsche Fass, the emlgrant
trains encountered probably the greatest danger of Indian atfack on thelr
entire westuward journey. Accordivg Lo one authority, "In the vicinity of
Apache Fass, bhones of slain eczitle paralleled the road for miles, and
1ittle clumps of human graves were in sight from any point.“ll An army
off'icer later reecalled how, en route to Fort Buchanan in 1858, h= had
passed through Apache Pass and observed "numerous stone heaps that marked
vhere the memhers of an enlgrant party had bub a short time before beesn

ruelly murdered by the cowardly Chiricahuas.™ 2

11. MeClintock, Arizoma, pp. 55-86

12. B.J3.D. Irwin, "The Apache Pass Fight," The Infantry
Journal, Vol. XXXII, No, & {April, 1928}, p. 370.
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The emigrants had to defend themsszlves a5 best they could, for there
was 1ittle hope of military assistance. Not until 1856 did the United
States permenently station troops In the area ¢f the Gadsden Pureclase.

In that year four cempanles of the Flrst Dragoons arrived in Tucson,

The followlng year they tuilt and garrisoned Fort Buchanan, on Senclta
Creck aboubt twenly-iive mlles east of Tubaz. These troops ogcaslonally
slzirnished with Apaches, but the force was hardly large encugh to pacify
the entlre Gadsden Purchase or to afford much protection to emigrants,l3

Alfhough the Faderal Govermment offered bub litfle pretectlon to
travelers, it did launch aw anbitlous progeram of Ilmproving ¢ld and build-
ing new wegon roads W0 the Paclfic. Pursuant to a law enactbed by Con-
gress in 1557, the Departiment of the Interior established the Pacifis
Yagor Road Cfflce. James B. Lezch won the contract for constructing the
road between E1 Pago and Fort Ywsa, at the mouth of the (#ila., Instead
of routing the road through fApsnne Pass, Leach ran 1t north of the Chiri-
cahua Mcunbains through Pa»kels Rallroad Pass, and by-passed Tucson
altogether.lu Although Leach leter arguved that hils road saved the

Lraveler over forty miles, it alsc traversed almost 200 miles of desert

13. Report of the Secretary of War, 1855, p. 3. Ban-
eroft, Arizona and New Mexica, pp, 426-497. Frank C, Lock-
wood, "Bariy military Posts in Arizoma,” Apizoma Historical
Review, Vol, II, No. % (Januvary, 1930}, pp. 91l-32.

i, v, Turrentine Jackson, ¥agon Roads West {Berkeley,
1952}, pp. 36, 161.173, 226,
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wilderness. Emigrants and freighters allke chose instead the certalnty
of water and the danger of Apaches, and they continued to use the trail
through Apache Pass to Tucson.15 This route, in fact, had also heen

chosen by the engineers of the Butterfield Overland Mail, whose lumber-

ing Concord coaches began operating through Apache Pass in October, 1858.

Tre Gverland tall

As early as 1852, when Congress authorlzed the Pacific Railroad
Surveys, officlals in VWashlogten had clearly recognized that it would
be many years before the railvoad could be completed and put into opera-
tion, In the meanfiime, the nation needed some form of overland mail and
passenger service to the Paeifie, With this contention Congress did not
argue, On the contrary, in segdlon arfter session it considered the mptter,
But in each instance renresentailives of North and South failed to agree
on the specific route to be follewed., PFinally, by leaving the selection
of a rou%e to the Postmaster feneral, the 1issue was resolved. On Marech 3,
1857, Congress passed the Posh Office appropriation bill, which included
an amendment aulhorizing the establishment of overland mail service be-

£
tween the Mississippi River znd San Francisco.l

15; R. P, and I, B, Conkling, The Butterfleld Overland Mail,
1857-1800 (Glendale, 1547), Vol. 1L, p. i3l.

16. LeRoy R, Hafen, The Overland Mail, 1349-1869
(Cleveland, 1926), Ch 3, 0. O, Winther, ™he Soulhsrn Overland
Mail and Stagecoach Line, 1857-1861," Mew Mexico Historical Revlew,

Vol. XXXII, No, 2 {fpril, 1957}, pp. 82-89.
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The Posimaster General, a Virginian, chose a southern route, with
two eastern terainl--flempliis and St. Louis. John Bubtterfield and his
assoclabes won the contract, In September, 1858, coaches left San Fran-
¢isco and the raiihead town cf Tipton, Missouri, for the 2,735 mlle jour-
ney over the "ox-bow route," a journey that Congress had declared must
be completed within twenty-five days. For three years, the company oper-
ated over this route, and mgintained a scheduie coxfortably within the
specified bime linilc, There are few more exciblng phases of frontier
history than the stery of the Butterfield Overland iMail, and few places
along its route at which its story ca2n be better told tocay than Apache
Pass.

Butterrieldt!s stage coaches were not the £frst to use Apache Pass.
When his engineers reached the pass, they found 2 stage line already in
operation fhere. A mall confract had been awsrdsd to Janes 5. Blreh,
also 3 bidder for the overland contract, for a stage line between San
Antonip and San Diego. DBirch's equlnment began rolling in the swwner of
1857, but from all indications feow siations were ever bullt and service
was not particularly savisfactory. When the Buttcrfileld coaches bepan to
use the route between E1 Paso and Fert Yume, Birch'!'s company discontinued

service on this part of the line 17

17. Conkiiing and Cenkling, Dutterficld Overiand 'Bll, Vol. I,
pp. 92-97. Frank C., Loclwood, Ploneer Deys in Avizonz (New York,
1932}, p. 300. The first Butterfield coach from the Last bore to
Arizona one of the outstanding pioneers of the Southwest, Charles T,
Hayden, whose son, Scnator Carl T, Hayden, has represented Arizona
in the U, 8, Congress since admission to stateheced in 1512,
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Near the Apacte Snrings, where Barilebt and Parke had camped and
where emigrants habitually replenished their waber supply, the Butter-
field Company built the Apache Pass stage staticn, N2 dlagram of this
structure has been lozated, but, like most other stations, 1% probably
had cne or two small rooms for the atfendants and a ccrral fer horses.
hecoprding to Czpt. Joim C. Cremony, who wes there in 1862, the shation

. 1€

was bulls of shone,”

ol

A larpe pile of pocks Jush nopth ¢f the 214 Fort
Bowle cemeiery teday meris the preohable site of the bhuilding. Excavaiion
might weill revesl the fourdaitlons. znd hence the flocr »nlan, of the stage
station.

Accerdiag to the kilstorlaus of the Bubterfleld Overland iail, "The
m21l road entered Apzohe Pass threg-musrters of 8 nlle soubh of the
ZEEesenE?iawhorn reveii~iwpige and thern fcllowed a winding course soubh
through the canyon zlong the eash z2ide of wnat 135 noy known as I'ort Dowle
wagh %o a poalnt abeut an eighth of a mile west ¢f the springs known origi-

. . . 1 .
nally a3 Apache Springs, uwhave the sHation was logakred.” 7 A% the station,
the horses were changed and the pagsengers refreghed themselves at the
eprings. Then the coach conbinued northwest up to the summit of the

prags, the highest polnt on the Western Division of the route, cescended

r—

18. John €, Cremony, Life Among the Apaches (Ssn Francisco,
1868), p. 164.

19. Conkling and Conitling, Butterfield Overland Mail, Vol, I,
p. 132, '
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in a wide, southwesterly arc to the Sulphur Springs valley, and pro-

ceeded on to Ewelli's station, fifteen miles west of the pess.20

Like the emigrants, John Butterfleld regarded Apache TFass the

most dangerous poilnt on the entlre line to the Pacific, Thils region
was still the stronghold of the Thirieahua Apaches. Under Cochise,

cne of the most CGynamic lsaders in thelr hiztory, they lived in the
Dragoon cuntaing, but also roamed extensively over the Chiriczhus
Mounteing. Although scme of his people were undoubtedly respunslible
for many ¢f the tragedies that befell emigrants 1a Apache Pass, Cochice
himself seems at first €2 hiave been peaceably disposed towerd the
whiltes, At any rate, he raised no obJectlion to the construection of a
mall station at Apache Pass, And in December, 1858, he promised an
agent of the Indian Bureau, whoa ke conferred with at Apache Pass,

that travelers passing through his demain would not be molested.
Nevertheless, the agent apparently had sone misgivings about the re-
1liab1lity of the Apaches, for he provosed that they be moved north,
away from the travel roufte. John Butterfield accorded the Apaches

even less confidence, and he urged the fovernment €o establlsh a mili-
tary post in Apache Pass to protect his ¢oaches on this eritical segment ;
of thelr journey, Althcugh his pronosal was favorably received in

Washington, no action was taken during the period that the Overland

20, Ipid., p. 139.




a1l uzed the southern routeqzl

Butterfield's apprehenslon may not have been well-founded in 1858,
Three years later it was, In 1861 Apache Pass was the scene of historice
events that lmplanted in Cochise a deep and undying hatred of the white
man, At thils ¢time, alsoc, a Butterfield stage cocach, for the first fime

on recerd, wos stitacked by Indilans and the mall delayed.

{hoe Apanhe Pass Fiehkt

Although John Butterfleld distrusted Cochise, his agent at the
Apache Pass stags siation, a man named Culver, established apparenily
cordial relations with the Chirilcahua chief. Cuwlver, in fact, had
eonbracted with Cochise to supply the mall station with wood, and fer
that purpose the Ohiriczhuas had moved thelr camp to the vielalty of
the stage station. They werz living here in PFebruary, 1061, when Lt.
George N. Bascom znd sixty men of the Seventh Infantry arrived from
Port Buchanan,

Bascom's misslon was 3 delleate one, requlring mere imouledge of
Indian ways than the joung llsutenant possessed., Three months pre-
vicusly an #pache raiding party had stclen some stock from ths ranch
of John Word {or Wadsworth} on Scnoita Cresk. They had also abducted

the small son of a Pexlcan woman whoe lived with Ward, Although the

21, 1Ibid., p. 138, Paul Wellmsan, Death in the Desert (New York,

1935}, p. 60. Report of the Secretary of the intericr, 1859-60, p. 71LL
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Chiricahuas were probably in no way involved in the kidnapping and theft,
Ward was convinced that Cochise's warriors were gulity. He had appeszled
te Col. Pitcairn lMorrison at Fort Buchanan to recover the stolen property.
This duty Col. Eorrizon had assigned to L. Basconm.

Bascom camped in Apache Pass, and under a flag of truce invited
Cochise In*oc his tent te confer., The Lieutenant brusquely charged
Cochise wlth the c¢rime and demgnded the return ¢f the bey and the catile,
Cochise denied all knowledsge cf the affalr, offering at the same time to
help in the search, But Bascom refused to listen, He informed Cochise
ﬁhat he would be held prisoner until his peopiz refurned thz ztoeck and
the Mzxican boy. Enraged, the Apache chief drew his knife, slashed the
wall of the tent, and siipped ocut. He then bolted through the cordon of
soldiers and, though wounded in the leg, ran up the slope %o safety. The

roops selzed the other menmbers of the Apacne gwovp, Incliuding Cochilse's
half-brether, and retrezted to the stage station, where they barricaded
themselves in the corral. Cochklse, after collecting his werriors, ap-
peared on the hill near the station and called to the atbendant Lo come
out and talk, Culver and two othepr Bubterfield employees, Walsh and
Wallace, walked out to meet Cociilse. The Indians instanfliy seired
Wallace, but the other two Americsng broke and ran back to the station.

They were dropped by a shower of bullets before reaching safety.22

22. Frank C, Lockwood, The Apache Indians (New York, 1938),
pp. 100-102,
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Early Iin the evening the westbound stage reached the statlon, paused
long enough to change the team, and rushed on into Lpache Pass. Strangely,
it made its way through the pass in safety. WNear the western end cf the
pass, the gtage came upon the smoldering reumains of an emigrant train.
Mut1lated bodlies were scatitered about the charrsd wrecliage. Eight of the
msn had apparentily been bound to wagen wheels and burned alive. AT Lwell's
station *he westbound stage met the eastbound stage. Apprised of the danger
that awaited them in Apache Pass, the occupants of the eastbound stage
neverthelecs decided to try bto male 1t to the Apzche Pess gtation, Enter-
Ing the pass well after dark, the stage had reached the summit and begun
ite descent when, from the slcpes above, the Apaches cpened fire. The
driver was wounded and two of the mules f2ll, The passengers returned
the fire and William Buckley, Buiterfield division superintendent, who
chanced to be on fthe coazh, leaped to the grouwad and cut the tHwo mules
from thelr traces, With the woundesd drivar still at the reins, fhe coach
fought 1ts way down to the station,2?

During the next few days Cochlse tried twice to induce Baszom £0
exchange his Apache prisoners fer Wallace. Ezch time Baseom refused the

orfer, demanding that Cochise first return the stock arnd the Mexlean by,

—

23, Conkling and Conkling, Butterfield Overland inil, Vol. II,
ppa 135-13b3
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At length Cochise made 2 final atteupt. He brought forth Wallace, whose
hands were bound by a rope one end cf which was tled to Cechise’s saddie,
Wallace made a desperate plea to Bascom %o accept the Apache terwms, butb
the Lieutenant again refused. Sgt. Reuben P. Bernrard a2lsc argued with
Basceit, but to no avail. Rascol placed Bernard under avrest for insubordi-
ration., Seeing trst his cpponent had no inteantion of ylelding, Cochisze
suddenly spuxred his mount znd, before the eyes of the soldiers, Crapged
Wallace over the rocky ground to his death, The Apaches then disappeared
into the h111$.2Ur

During the first nlgnt of the slege, Bessop had sent 2 ssvurler to
try and work his way through the pass and ride to Fert Buchanan f£or help.
The socldicy arrived at the fort szfely, and Col. lorrison dispstehed Bs-~
sigtant Surgeon B.¢.D. Irwin and 2 smzll detachnent of soldiers back to
the m21l staticn., They arrived sevsrel diys lafter, and the fallcwing day
Pascom wa3 reinforced by twe companles of the Firs% Zragoons from Fort
Breckenrigeze. Lhe strengiieznwd forece then szt out in seaveh of Jochise,
They located 2rnd dzsbroyad the Chiricahue sanmp, but ¢ould find rs Ingdlans,
In the ecurse of this scoub, the troops discoverad the bodley of 51X whibe
men, prolably from the ambuzhed eaigrant train, whom the Apaches had

hanged. Quiraged, Lt. Bascom promsily rode bacl to the stage stztion and

24, Lockwood, Apache Indisns, pp. 104-105.
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hanged his six Apache hostages 1n retaliation, The troops then returned
to thelr stations.25

If Cochise had been an wiknoun gquantity before Bascon arrived cn
the scene, there was now no question whatever, The Chiricahuas had
gone, or been driven, on io the warpath, and were not te nake peace for
over 3 decade, I% wae £ particularly imauspicilous time, for ths apnroach-
ing Civil Yar ues to leave the Arizona frontier utterly without military
protecticn, The impending crisis azlso forced Joha Bultterfileld to abandon
the great ox-bow shage route. In Jenuary, 1861, secessionis$ elements in
Texas confisgated stock aad equipment belonging to the stage ccupany, and
the m2ils were stoppad 20 Fort Soith and Tueson, £3 a result, the Bulter-
field Compary in tRrch establlished schedules cver the cenbral route, reach-

ing San Francimco by way of the Piatte River and the {alifernia Trail,

3. Iruin, "Apache Pass Fizht," pp. 373-375. Trwin, who
wrote hls acnount in 1837, stated that he himself hed sugpeshed
that the prlsorers be hanged, 2n¢ had insisted vhen Bascom

demuvrred.
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Part IT

THZ FOUNDING OF FORT BCWIE

Preoccupled as they were with life and death struggle agalnst the
Apaches, the smell band of Auerican settlsrs soubth of the Gila River
still found tims to form zirong oplnlons on the great natioval 1ssue of
the dzy. Overvhelmingly they favored the secesclonlst cause, Aithough ;
neither the people nor the land eoculd contribute mmch to the Southern
war effort, the new Confederate goverament In Richmemd took more than a
passing interest in the Gils countyy., Its geozraphical posltion made it
vital t£6 plans the Confederates were forming for eventually ceoinguering the
California goid fields, In the 10%0's this region had offered the only
practicable southern route for a railrcad to Califurnia, In the 1850's
it offered the only practicable gouthern route for an invasion of Call-
fornia. Accordingly, when a Texan {oree eaptured the Mesilla Valley in
July, 1861, Lt. Ccl, John R. Baylor proclaimed that all of Ney iexico
south of the thirty-fourth parallel now conmprised the Confederate Terri-
tory of Arizonas., Early in 18562 he sent Capt. Sherod Hunter with 2 small
force of soldiers to take possession of the Gila reglon., On February 28

Hunter cccupled Tucson.1

1. Bancrett, Arizona and New Mexlco, pp. 511-513. JSee also
Hunter to Baylor, April o, 10602, in Richard H. Orton, ed., Records
of Czlifornia Men in the Vap of the Rebellicon, 1861-1807 (Sacramento,
1‘590}: P. I‘5-
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As a result of Baylor!'s advance into New Mexlco, the federal Yroops
stationed at Forts Buchanan and Breckenridge had been withdrawn.2 The
Anaches, knowlng nothing of the great war in the East, supposed that they
had frightened the soldlers into leaving. With murder, re¢bbery, and plllage,
tihey terrorized the land until only 1in Tucson did the whiltes feel secure.

A%t Apsche Pass, Cuchiise and his Chirlcahuas all but cheked off trafflic on
the road to Tucsoin, PBut, unlnown to the Chilef, a formicdablie advarsary was
socn to enfer the picture in the person of Brlg. Gen. James H. Czrleteon,

To neet the threat posed by the Confederate invasion of the Pio {rarde,
Carlebon was leading a foves of 1,8C0 California Volunteers from Fort

Yumz up the Gila. Capt. Eunter and his small band of Southerners hastily
pulled back te Joln Baylor, z2nd on kay 20 the advance guard of the Czlifornla

Column ertered Tueson, whepe Carleton soon established his headguariers.

. Ty T it e

Roberts! Fattlo With Cochise
Carleton intendad to anreh eagt, elear the Rio Grande Valley of Con~
federates, and join Brig. Gen. E.R,3, Canby, who comuanded United States
forces in New Fexico, On June 15, 1362, he sent out three couriers with

dispatznes for Canby. Indlang yaylaid them ian Apache Pass and killed two,

-

2. HMany officers had alread;y cast thelr fortunes with the
South, One of these was Cept, BR. S, Ewell, who later earned fame
ag & Confsderate gerneral.
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The other made his escape only to fall inbo the hands of Confederates on
the Rio Grande.3
S51x days later, on June 21, Lt, Col, E, E. Eyre and 140 men of the
Firet California Cavalry left Tucson with orders from Carleton to establish

an advance base on the Rlo Grande, While Eyre watered his anlmals af the
gprings in Apache Pass, seventy-five to & hundred Indlans, mounted and
well-armed, apjeared wncomiortably close o the grazing cavalry horees.
As the Apeaches bore a white flag, Eyre went out to conler with thelr
chief--periays Cochlse, although Eyre seems not to have known his nage.
The Coleovel teld the dpache leader all aboubt the great captain in Vash-
Ington and the great capiain 1n Tucson, and how the fmericans wented
very much to be fricnds with the Apaches, The Chief saild that ke, too,
wanted peace, a5 well as topzooo and food, The conference adjourned
with the Indilsns recciving tobaceo and food anl the scidlers recelving
promlzses of wmolested paszege tirough Apache territcry. The Indians
withdrew; shot, lanced, and sualped fhree Cfalifornians who had Btrayed
from camp; and easily eiuded a pursuing party ordered oub by the augry
Eyre,. Apparenﬁlg anxious to have Azache Pass behind them, the trcops

moved down to the San Simon Valley and made a dry camp for the night.

3. Zhe VWar of the Rebellion, Officlal Records ¢f the Union
and | Coan& rare A:miaa, Ser, I, Yol, I, I, Pt, 1, pp. 93-123%,
Hoveirarcer cited 48 Ouac




At 11 p.m., 2 volley of gix to eight shots disturbed the milltary routine,
wounding the assistant surgeon and killing a horse. The Californians had
been well indoctrinated in Apache wa:,'s.u
Col, Eyre might well have congratulated himself on experlencing so
little trouble in Apache Pass. Not so fortunate was Capt, Thomas L.
Roberts, whom Carlehon sent out to establish 2 supply base for Eyre at
the old Sem Simon stage station east of Apsche Pass., With 126 men, both
tafantry znd cavalry, 2 battery of two prairie howltzers, and a large
wagon train, Roberts sed out Ifrom Tucson on July 10, Jour days later,
gt Dragoon Springs, he divided his command. Leaving Capt, Jutn G,
Cremony and his company of cavalry to guard the wagon train, Eoberts
pushed on with the infantry and artillery to asseritzin whether enough
yater for the commend nishs be feundd in Apache Pass, forty miles distant,
Unknowr: o Roherts, nesrly five hundred Arnaches awalted him In
Apache Pass, According Lo Tremuuy, Mangss Colovadas had come 0 persuade
Cochise to join him in exzeliling miners from his dopain in the viceinity
of the Pinos Al%os geld mines., Instead, Coclilse had persuaded Mongas to
rerain 2and help make war on the soldlers coming from the west. The alliled

Hlgbres and Chiricahuas concealed themselvzs behind rocks on the slopes

L, EByrets report, July 6, 1862, in Orton, Regords of California
Men, pp. 58-60,




above Apache Pass and walfed for the unsuspecting Reberts to march into

the ambush.5

The Cslifornians were well into the Pass a$% noon on July 15 when,
from above on both sides, the warrlors opened a savage fire. Unable to
return the {ire with any sffect, Roberts backed out of the pass. But it
was imperstive truat he reach the springs ca the other side of the deflle.
Re-forming his command, hs 2g2in advanced irnto the deadly fire and managed
to cut his way through %o the old stage station near the Springse6

St1ll the troops were denled witer, The Apaches gathered behind
rock breastworiks thet they had buil? on the slones commanding the snrings,
and, as Roverts later reported, "they seemed very lcath to let me have
water.,”! The Capiain row nlayed his trump card. He ran the howitzers into
pasiclon, breaking thelr trsils in order te elevate the muzzles enough to
bring the enemy fortificatisas undzr fireQT Mnrating artillery shells
szattered the warriors over the hills and ensbled Roberts! men to take

poasesslion of the springs,

5. Cremony, Life Among the Apzches, pp, 160-151,

6, See Roberts' recport, July 19, 1852, in Q.R.,
Ser. I, Vol. L, Pt. 1, pp, 128-132, Cremony, Life
Among the Apaches, pp. 157-157, glves a detalled
accounts of the bhattle.

T. Georee H, Pettis, "The Caltfornia Column,"
Arizora Pistorical Review, Vol. I, No. i (April, 1928}, p. 89,




The Captain next sent six cavalrymen back to find the wagon train
and relate what had happened. They were 2lss o tell Capt. Cremony that
{ Roberts would leave a Gevachment ab the springs and marceh back $o join
the wagons in order %o escoprt them through Apache Pass. The couriers

were no sconer through the pass than about forty Apaches fell upon tham.

A running filght ensuszd. Tvb, John W. Teal fell behind his companions
and was ¢ut olf, His horse was hit by a bullet and dropped., Taking
refuge bpehind the <ying mount, Teal held the circliing savages at bay
with his carbine and revolver. A fortunate shot wounded Mangas Coloradas
imself, apd the Incians nromptly lost intesrest in the contest. Shoulder- ,
ing hig sadclle, Teal folleowed the trall of hils comrades and, after an
eight mile hike, Jeivzdthem at Gapt. Crenony’'s new comp, The Captain,
upon learning from the res% o the courlers of Roberts! misfortune, had
parked the train at Bwell's old stage statlon, fiftecn mlles west of the
pass, Shortly before midnlahit, the exhausted i1afantry finally arrived.S
Early the next mornlng, the enitire command begzan the march back ©o
Apache Pass. In zhirmish fermation, with flankers throwun wide to either
side, Roberts brousght his troops safely through the pass and joilned the

detachment left at the Springs the night bafore. Again the Apaches had

8. Cremony!s report, July 1o, 1862, in Q.R., Ser, I, Vol. L,
P5. I, pp. 132-134%, BSee also Cremony, Life Among the Apaches,
. pp. 157-160,
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occupied the breasbworks above the springs, and again an artillery
bombardnent swiftly cleared them out. The rest of the day the troops
employed watering the animals ang restociking their own supply of water.
Also, Roberts had the spring dug out and its sides shored up with a
makeshlft wall, 'The capaclity of the spriamgs, he reported, had been
thereby increased frourfold, On the morning of July 17, the c¢olumn broke
camp and merched on ©o the San Simon station, where Rodberts carried oub
his milssicn by ezfzblishinz a suoply base.

In his two-day battle at Apache Pasg, C:pt., Roberts had iost two
killed and two woundzd, and he reported thaf his men had killed at
least nlne Indians, A1 Apache participant lafer teld Capt. Cremony
that sixvy-three warriors had been killed by the howitzers and only

e would have done well enough,” he added, "if

+ Y

you had not fired wagons a% ua.

three by musikebry.

Biiiding Fort Boyig

From thelr similar sxperiences ab Apache Pass, both Col. Eyre and
Capt. Roberts clearly saw that, once the {alifornia Column noved to the
Rio Grande, its line of communicetion with Tueson gnd Californla would
be ir jeopardy as long 2as the Indlans held undisputa2d pessession of
Apache Pass. Reporting his balbile in the pass, Capt. Reberts on July 19,

1862, advised den. Carieton of his conviction that 'a foree sufficisnt to

9. Cremony, Life Among the Anaches, p. 104,
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hold the water and rass should be gtationzd there, ctherwise every command
will have to fight for water, and , . . are almost certain %o lose some
lives.” & week and @ half earlier, Col. Eyre had made sinilar rescommenca-
tiong to the General, suggesting that a company of infantry be positioned
at Dragoon Sprincs and two at Apache Pass. Infantry, he claimed, would
be much mere efreztlve tian cavalry, which would have difficulty operating
in %the ruszed nountaln terrain and, moreover, would be urabdle o find
adequate forage for ifs mounts.l

Gen. Carletor himself had an onportunity fo inspect Anache Pass late
in July. With the hulk of his comrand, he lef't Tueson on July 23 %o
establlsh his hesdguarsers on the Rlo Grande, FTour days later he was
at the Apache Pass matil statlon. &s ferleton later reporbed, he found it
"indispersahly necessary to estabiish a post in what is krown as Apsche
Pass,“11 and at the mail stztion he hed his adjutant genzral write oub
the necessary c¢rder., The order ¢pocified thet 100 men from Companles &

fornia Imfouiry, uwere 0 romaln at the pass to construet

%
L

ow

and &, Fifsh Cal
the fort, which wee t0 be named for the Coionel of the IFifth, Gzorge
Washington Bowie. Mj., T. A, Coult, of fthe same regiment, was Ho super-

vise the projsct and serve as The flrst post commender. Carlebon left no

10, 0O, R., Ser. I, Vol, L. Pt. I, pp. 128-129,
Orton, Records of C:lifatnia iien, p. 61

11, Carieton to Drum, Assistant Adjutant General
at San Franciseo, Sept. 20, 1802, in Orion, Records

of California Yen, p. 4.
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doubt in Maj, Coult's mind about what his mission would be. 2 Was not

only %o escort travelers, mall courilers, and supply trains thiough the

pass "and well out into open country," but also to "ecause the Apache

Indians to be attacked whenever and wherever he imay find them near his

1l

pust The next day, July 28, 1862, Fort Bowie officislly began to

play 1ts long and colorfiul role in the coagquest of the Apaches,

Faj, Coulc was soon reinforced by forty-nine more men, includirg
a detachment of cavalry, and he sef about constructing the fort. Capt,
L. E. #itchell chose the site, a bilil dominating the ravine in which the
springs were situgicd., n the four faces cof tais hill the Calilornians
constructed dzlensive cutwerks, Describing the festifications, Coult

reported that

The total length uf wall around the pest 1s
Li2 feet, the helght four to four and & half
feet, a@d bhieclness from fwo and & k2ll to
three fezt af botitam, tanering to eightoen
inches to tun feet atd top, and bullt of
stoves welghlny from twenty-five to 500
pournds., The worits ave not of any regular
form, my only oblect being to bulld defenses
whish could be spoedily completed, and &t
The same time possess the requisites of
fhelfering their defenders, commanding every
approach o the hill, and proteeting each
other by fiank fires along thelr faces.

The breashtworks eaclosed canvas tents in which the nen lived, 2s well as

a stone guardhouse fourteen feet square and loopholed on two sides.1?

12, Records of the Adjutant General, Forh Bowlie,
Arizona Terprltory, Ressrvaticn Flle, culy 2?,‘5352.
Reproduced in Richard ¥, sueray, The Hisftory of Fork
Bowie {unpublished iasterls.theslis, University of

-

Arizona, 1951), pp. 60-61.
13, O0.R., Ser, I, Voi, L, Pt. 2, pp. 73-TH.

~31-




Completed in two and a half wscks, the new fort lec'ed more like a
temporary cantonment than a permenent installation. Bubt Coult feit that
1t would serve the purpose for whilch 1t was designed. And ince.d 1t did,
Although officers and men alike consldered Fort Bowle a most undesirable
statlon--even sfter a larger and most substantial post was constructed--

the Chiricahuas ware nevar agaln to centrol Apache Pass.

e

Ty Volyntesrs, 18627065

The measure of Fort Bowle'!s success is to be dlscerned in the few
c¢lashes with Apaches that occcurred there after its establishment. An
Indlan was oceasionally to be seen lurking in the hills around the fort,
and now and then stock or horses disappeared. Any soldiar who wandered
far from camp by hiuself took a fearful risk, and some lost thelr lives.
But the battles between whites and Apaches for the water ¢f Apache Springs
seemed now %o be a thing of the past, Aside from the daily military rou-
tine, the troops kept busy escorting supply trains and mell muriers through
the pass, and in meking the few improvements in living conditicus that
were possible with limited means and a small garrison,

Life at Fort Bowle had few features to recommend it to the Cali-
fornians. The post was 1lsolated, the habitatlons prude, the fcod bad,
and sickness prevalent. IIf Indlans were selcom seen, they were never-
theless present, and a nerve-racking vigilance was always necessary,
Recognlzing the morale problem, Gen. Carleten saw to 1t that the troops
were rotated often, Post eommanders and garrisons came and went with

great frequency, and most unlts enrcute from Tucson to Santa Fe, where
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Carietcn had se® up his headquarters, had to take thelr tour of duty

at Bowie. Maj. Coult relinguished his command within two months, and by
the follewing summer the post had been commanded, successlvely, by no
less than six officers,

Perhaps bec2use personnel assigned to Bowie couvld look forward to
imninent reassignaent, bubt alse because of Insufficient manpower, tools,
and conatruetion materizl, the fort became an even more miserable statlon
than 1t had eriginslly been. In Cetober, 1803, the post comsander des-
e¢ribed the condition of the fort for Gen. Carieton:

The quarters, if it 1s not an abuse of language

to call vlar 3uch, have been consiructed without

syscem, regard o health, defense or convenlense.

These oceupled by the men are mere hovels, mostvly

excavations in the side hill, danp, 1lly ventl-

1ated, and covered with decomposed granife taken

frem the excavatiom, tnrouzn which the rain passes

very much as it would throush 2 sleve. By the

removal of a few tents, Hhe ploce would present

more the appearvivze of,a Callfornia digzer rancherla

thon a wmilitary post.”
Carleton received frequeat preposals for remedying these conditlons, and
indeed zuthorized the conztruction of 2 new fort in Anache Pass., Buib
command changes sud departuental reorgenization produced one delay after

another, and no actlon was Laken unbll after the Californians had been

mustered ocut of the servics.

e,

1%. 0O.R., Ser. I, Yol. L, Pt. 2, p. 1134,
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Although the troops at Fort Bowle successfully carried out Carieton's
instructions to protect that portion of his line of communication iying
through Apache Pass, they found it next to impossible to "cause the
Apache Indlans to be attacked whenever and wherever” they might be found,
There were rarely more then a hundred men at Bowle, and offen as few as
fifty. Such a small force could do 1little more than garrison the post and
provlide escort serviee thrcugh the pass, Occasicnal patrols soughft to
ferret out the Indians, but with scant success.

One such patrol set out on April 25, 1863, to investigate reports
of a large force of Indlens north of the fort, At the springs the de-
tachment dlscovered a party of Apaches and opened fire. The Apaches
returned the fire and began to withdraw. Affer a three-hour running
fight, the troops broke off the pursull and, with one man wounded, re-
turned to the fort. The Apaches had thelr reverge four months later.

With masterful tactics, three separate partles of Indlans managed %o
divert %the herd guasrd and make off with the entire herd of cavalry horses,
The post commander led @ detachment in pursulf, but the Apaches succeeded

in escaping with thelr plunder intactol5

15, Report of Capt., B. F. Harrover, April 26, 1863, in O.R.,
Ser., I, Vol. L, Pt. 1, p. 213, Report of Sgt. Charles Kuhl,
Sept. 1, 1863, in Ibid., p. 233.
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Until 1864, Gen, Carleton had his hands full fighting hosflle
tpibes in New Mexico. But in the spring of 1864 he turned his atten-
tion to the Arizona Apaches. In the campaign that foliowed, the role
played by troops from Bowie was largely one of unrewarding scouting in
the Chiricahua Mountains. In say, however, they formed part of a command
organized by Lt. Col. Nelson H. Davis, whom Carleton had lnstructed to
found a new post, Camp Goodwin, on the Gila River, In the course of his
march, Davis located and destroyed four Apache eamps, killing some eighty
Indlans and capburing thirteen.lG

Early in the foilowing year, 1865, Fort Bowie got perhaps its most
energetic commanding o’ficer to date, Lt, Col. Clarence E. Bennett,
Led by Bennett, the garrison saw much fleld service put few Indians.
On an extended scout to the Gila, however, he located an Apache rancheria
and, taking elaborate precautions to surprisge 1t, deployed his men for
the attack. Bub the Indians discovered his approach and fled, leaving
him an empty camp to destroy. The next day. on hls way back to Fort
Bowle, Dennett struck another trail, followed 1t into a canyon, and
came upon the camp of Francisco's band of Apaches. Again the Indians
scattered before battle could be joined, but Bennett managed to capture

17

their cattle herd and drive it baclt fo Bowie.

16. 0. R., Ser, I, Vol. XLVILI, Pt. 1, p. 903.
Ibid., Ser. I, Vol. L, Pt. 2, p. 868,

17. Bemnett's Report, July 6, 1865, in 0. R.,
Ser, I, Vol. L, Pt. 1, pp. Yis5-419,
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A campaign organized by Brig. Gen. John S, Mason kept the Califor-
nlans from Bowie in the fleld during much of the winter of 1865-66.
Again they thoroughly scouted the Chirleahua Mountains, had one en-
counter with Cochise, and spent several months trying, without success,
to bring on another.18 ™is was the last service the Celifornia Volun-
teers saw in the Apoche Wars., It was over a year after Appomattox when
they wvere finally relieved by regular troops snd sent back to California
to be mustered out of the service, On iy 3, 1866, Capt. W. H. Brown
arrived at Fort Bowle wlth Company E, Fourteenth U.S. Infantry. He
found Cochise st1ll very much at large and more actively hostile than

gver.,

18, Ralph H, Ogle, "Federal Control of the
Western Apaches,” Wew Mexico Historical Review,
Vol, XIV, No. 4 {Cctober, 1959}, p. 363.
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Part III

PEACE WITH COCHISE

For six long and bloody years after the close of the Civil Wer,
Cochise ravaged the ranches and settlements of southeastern Arizona.
Almost alone, the lnadequate garrison of Forb Bowie stood against
Cochise and his tribessen. The memory of the unfortunate PBascom spisode
confinued fo f£111 the Chiricahua Chilef wlth bltter hatred for the white
man, and he led hils warriors in a bloody war of extermination that
spared no American or Mexlcan unlucky enough to fzll within hls grasp.
Murders and depredations multipiled alarmingly, and the clitizens and

officials of the territory criesd in valn for enoush troops to subjugate

the Apaches.l

Although the garrison at Fort Bowle was net strengthensd, the post

itself was enlarged in 1868. A new location was selected on a2 plateau

i. The demand for more troops, however, did not origlnate entirely
in a desire to end hostilities. Brig. Gen. E. 0, C. Ord, conmanding the
Department of California, reported in 1869 that supplying the Army was
almost the only profitable business in Arizona. "Hostilities,” he said,
“are therefore kept up with a view to protecting inhabitants most of
whom are supported by the hostillties, Of course fhelr support belng
derived from the presence of troops, they are continually asking for
more,” Report of the Secretary of War, 1869 {(abridgement), p. 1l16.
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goutheast of the first fort, and construetlon of adobe quarters began
inreediately. Substantlal barracks, a row of houses for officers, corrals
and store houses, a sutler'!s store, and & comucdious hospital soon occu-
pled the four sides of the 510p;ng parade ground.2 In subseguent years
more buildings were added, and at the time of 1ts abandonment in 15694
Fort Bowile consisted cf some three dozen structures, mest of them adobe

construction,

Lash Years cof the Cochise iar

Cochlse found many atiractive new opportunities for murder and
plunder when the Government, in 1866, restored mail service between
Mesilla and Tucscn. A peost office was opened on this route at Forg
Bowie, and the mall carriers rode through Apache Pass twice a week.
The duty was eXtreaely hagardous, and many mall coupriers lost their
lives in ambushes prepared by Cochlse's warriors. Folloywing such a
killing, patrols nornally set out from Bowle in pursult, bubt they

rarely caught the 0ffenders.3

2. The post is described in the following scurces: War Dept.,
Surgeon General's Cffice, "A Report on Barracks and Hospitals with
Descriptions of #ilitary Posts," Cireular No. 4 (Wzshington, 1370).
War Dept., Surgeon General's Orfice, "4 Reporf of the Hygiene of
the United States Army with Descriptions of ¥ilitary Posts,” Circular
Wo. 8 (Washington, 1375). Throughout its history, the post in Apache
Pass wes known alternately as Camp Bowie and Fort Bowie. In 1879 it
was officially declarcd a fork,

3. Hurray, History of Fort Bowie, pp. 11C passin.
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In 1869 Fort Bowie got an unusually aggressive and capable command-
ing officer whe had met Cochlse in battle bef@re. As & scrgeant, Capt.
Reuben F, Bernard had been with Lt. Bascom in 1861 when that officer
clashed with Cochise. A court-martial had acquitted Bernard of insubor~
dination in opposing Bascom!s course of aegbtlion, and he had risen through
the ranks to the grade <f captain. A&s the commander of Troop G, Plrst
Cavalry, Bernard now returned to Apache Pass to undertake a3 series of
vigorous field expeditions against Cochise, In October, 1869, Bernard
and sixty-one men fought a battle with several hundred of Cochlsels
followers 1n the Chirlcahua Mountalns, and killed eighteen warriors,

A week later, he encountered Cochise agaln, but this time the Apaches
numbered over five hundred and, after a2 hard fought battle, they Torced
him to fortify., & rellef party from Bowie falled to brealt the siege,
and only on the appreoach of a strong force from Camp Crittenden d4id

the Apaches scatter into the mountains., Early 1n 1870 Bernard retali-
ated by surprising his antagonist in the Dragoon Nountains and kililing
thirteen Apaches., Again in Janwary, 1871, Bernard struck. He fell on
2 hostile camp in the Pinal Mountains, killed nine Indlans and wounded
many more.LL Bernard was transferred after this engagement, bhui his sue-

cessors conbinued the relentless campalgn against the Chirlcahuas.

4, Post Returns, Oct., 1869; Nov,, 1869; Feb., 1870; Jan., 1871,
Cited in Murray, History of Fort Bowie, pp. 119-123.
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To the handful of troops at Fort Bowie, and perhaps to Cochise also,
it must have seemed as though the bloody conflict would eontinue in-
delinitely. In the years since the Clvil YWsr, dozens of battles and
countless skirmishes had been fought betweén Cocihiise and troops from
Bowle, and the i1ssue secmed no closer to resoluﬁion. The sltuation had
its counterpart in 2lmoss every sectlon of Arigona, where scattered out-
posts of soldlers contended against other bands of Apaches. To breathe
new life into the military effort against the Ap:sches, the Army in 1871
assigned Lt. Col, George Crook, Brevet Major General, $o command the
Department of Arizona. With five companles of cavalry, Crook took the
field in July, vislted 0rt Bowle, and proceeded nortimard to inspect
other installations and toughen hils command. In the mldst of this march,
he learned that the Grant administration had decided to test 1ts highly

" among the Arizona Apaches, and he was forced to

touted "Peace Policy'
suspend operations while the President's emlssaries attempted a conellia-
tory approacha5 With the Chirlecahuas, this approach was not the dismal

failure it proved elsevhere in Arizona,

The Howard Misslon

While Crook marked tlme, 2 presidentlal representative, Gen. Gordon
Granger, was sSent out to talk wlth Cochise. Early in September, 1871, the
two met in the Canada Alamosa Valley of New llexico. Granger promlsed
Cochise a reservation in the country vhere they were then conferring if
he would cease raiding and live 1in peace. This proposal Cochlse found

acceptable. Several months later, however, the Chiricahuas were ordered

5. Martin F, Schmitt, ed., General George Orook, his Autoblography
(Norman, 1946}, pp. 160-168,
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to a reservation in the barren Tularosa Basin of New Mexico, and Cochlse
replied by renewlng hostilitles on an even larger Scale. Another
representative of the President, Vincenf Colyer, was meanwhlle Journey-
ing the length of Arizona, conferring with one trébe of Apaches affer
another, Crook had no confidence 1n the promisesfthe Indlans so freely
made to Colyer, ard bluntly told him so. Ewven Cslyer agon admitted

fallure, for the Apaches only waited unill he w@s out of s=ight fo eom-
7

mit fresh ocutrages. Orook prepared £o pesune the offensive,
Almost immedlately, however, another peage emissary from Washington
arrived on the scene. Vastly annoyed, Crook gat back to watch MaJ. Gen.
Oliver Q. Howard try his hand at negotiating with the Apaches. An offiger
with a distinguished war record, the one-armed Y. wed had 8lso earned &
reputation for deep relliglous convictions., No less impressed with the
merits of the Peace Poliecy than Vincent Colyer, he was at the same time
far more practical znd flexible of mind than Lc.yer. Crook, however, had

1ittle use for Howard, whom he regarded as a pompous religious fanatic,8

6. Wellman, Death on Horseback, pp. 343-344, ¥he text of Couchise's
eloquent speech to Cranger is reprodueed in A, N. Ellis, "Recollectlons of
an Interview with Cochise, Chief of the Apaches," Lollgetions of Che Kensas
State Historieal Soclety, Vol. XIII {Topeka, 1915}, pp. 397-352.

7. Schmitt, General George Crook, pp. 167-168.

8., Ibid., pp. 169-170.
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While Crook c¢hafed at the delzay, Howard made one unsuccessful attempt arlfter
another to locate and confer with Cochise,

At length Howard found a way bto open communication with the elusive
Chiricahva leader. At a nilltary camp in the Tularosa Basin, the General
chanced to meet Thomas J. Jeffords, an army scoub. ‘In 1867, Jeffords had
superintended the mail service between Fort Bowle and Tucson., During a
period of a year and a half, fourtcen of hls men kad been kilied by Cochise's
warrioras. Disillusicned with the Army!s inabillity to protect his mail
riders, Jeffords had resigned and begun prespceting, But first he went
directly to Cochise's Stronghold resolved to worik oub an arrangcment thatb
would permit him Yo s=zarch for gold in safety. Cochise wyas apparently
impressed by the calm courage and forthright honesty of this white man.

As 2 result, Jeffords won immunity from Chiriecehwa war parties, and, in-
cidentally, 1laid the basis for a life-long frlendshilp with Cochise.9 It
was Tive years later that Gen. Howard found Jeffords and asked the scout
to lead him tp Cochise's headquarters. Jeffords consented on condition
that the (eneral go without military escort. Howard agreed, Gulded by
Jeffords, the General and his ailde, Capt. J. A, Sladen, accompanied by
two Chiricahuas recruibed by Jeffords, set out for Cechise's Sfrongheld

in the Dragoon Hountains,west of Fort Bowie.10

9. Lockwood, Apache Indlans, pp., 1ll-112.

10. 0, 0, Howard, My Life and Cxperiences Apong Our Hostile
Indiang (Hartford, 1G07), pp. 1850-105,

4o




As Howard and his companions croscsed the Sulphur Springs Valley, draw-
ing closer to Cochise’s Stronghold, their anxiety inbtensified. Time and
again they built a ring of fire on the prairie--five fires to indicate
to Coechise that five people came in peace, DBut what their reception by
Cochlse would be, neither Jeffords nor the Apache guldes would hazard
a guess, One evening two Chiricahwa boys appeared at Howard?!s blvounac
and led the small party into a secluded mountain valley where a group
of Indians were canped, Nexf{ morning Cochise, accomponied by his brother,

' whispered Jeffords

son, and two wives, rode into camp. "This is the man,'
to Howard, The General weited apprehensively for Cochise to reveal his
attitude. The Chilef dismounted and, after embracine Jeffords, turncd
to Howard, grasped his hard warmly, and said, "Buecnos dtas, Sehor."
Howard and Cochlise sat on the ground and exchanged views. Cochilse
recited the many wrongs done hiam by the whifes, dw2lling on the Bascom
gffair with particular bitterness, Nonetheless, he dsclared, he desired
nething more than peace. '[he (General explained his plan for forming 2
reservation for all Apaches, including the Chirleahuas, on the Rio
Grande, Cochise replied that, for his own parft, he llked the Ric Grande
country, but that not all of his people held simliar views. To accept
this reservation, he thought, would split the tribe. The Chiefl was
ready with a counter-proposal. 'Why not give me Apache Pass?" he asked,
“Give me that and I will protect all the roads. I will see that no-
body's property 1s taken by Indians." When Howard denurred, Cochlse

persuaded him to stay at the Stronghold for fen days while he summoned
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hls lleutenants for consultations., Cochlse then volced his fear that,

as hls people hegan to assemble, they would be attacked by soldlers.
Howard offered to send Capt., Sladen to Fort Bowie to glve insftructions
that would prevent this eventuglity, bui Cochise insisted that Howard
himself go, as the soldlers were more likely to obey him. Howard agreed,
made the trip to Bowle, then returned to Cochlse's Stronghold. He stayed
there for elght more days, negotiating with the Apache Chief,

Ag the Chlricahua sub-chiefs began to arrive, Cochlise conferred at
length with them. Howard soon saw that they were not going to accept his
scheme for locating all Apaches on the Rio Grande, and he vreluctantly
abandoned this plan, In the end he acceded to Cochisel!s 1initlal suggestion
and promised the Chiricahuas a reservatlon embracing a large part of the
Chiricahua Mountains and the adjoining Sulphur Springs and San Simon
Valleys. ZEven this proposal was the objeet of heated contention 1ln the
Chiricahua councll, Houward waited in suspense, Mnelly, after much zecri-
monlous debate, Cochise gave him the answer. ‘“Hereafter,” he sald, "the
white man and the Indian are to drink of the same water, eat of the same
bread, and be at peace." |

The next day, October 13, 1872, Howard and his party, accompanied by
the Apache leaders, set out for Dragoon Springs, where they met Maj. S, 8.
Sumner and his staff from Fert Bowle., In another council, the boundaries
of the new reservation were defined, the agency at Sulphur Springs formally
established, and, to the great delight of the Indians, Tom Jeffords ap-

pointed agent. Howard directed FMaj. Sumner to furnish the trlbe with
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rations until the Interior Department could assune thne responsibiiity.
His mission successfully concluded, Howard ieft for Hashington.ll

Houward's success stopped Crook from execubting pilans he had formulated
for an offensive against the Chiricahuas, In Septcuber, 1872, while Howard
was still searching for Cochise, Crook had announced a policy of "proceeding

* Cochise he regarded as the

at once to punish the incorrigibly hostile,’
most incorrigibly hostile of all, and as a.first move he intended "o iron
all the wrinkles cut of Cochise's band.” Crool: accordingly c¢oncentrated
his trocps at Canp Grant for a thrust at the Chiricahuas. Relying on spies
in Cochisels canmp, Crcoi planiied to locate and surround the village at
night and sirike at dawn in a surprise attack. Before he could carry oub
his designs, houever, Gen, Houard :m@de peace wita fhe Chiricahuas, and
Crook was forced to suspcend opecrations. He turned his atientlon %o the
Tonto Basin, and in the historic campaign that followzd sucececded in sub-
Jugating the varlous bands of hostile Apache and Yavapsi Indians who
roamed throughout central Arizona. With the Chiricahuas already on a
reservation, Arizona enjoyed a period of relatlive pezmce, The peace lasted

until after Crook, newly promoted to brigadier general, left the Southwest

in the spring of 18?5.12

e

11. Ibid., pp. 187-225. Ralph H, Ogle, "Federal Control of the Western
Apaches, 1008-1886," New iexico Historical Review, Vol, XV, Ho. 1 (January,
1940}, p. 62. Howard's report of nhis mission to Cochise is published in
Report of the Commlissioner of Indian Affairs, 1872, pp. 175-178.

12. Schmitt, General George Croolk, pp. 176-130.




The Chiricahua Reservation

Under the watcehful eyes of the troops at Fort Bowle, the Chirilcahuas
settled down on thelr new reservation, It was g reservation in name only.
The Chiricahuas had not been subjugated by force and, in thelr untamed
state, did about as they pleased. A realist, Jeffords recognized that
he served as agent at the sufferanca of his charges. But he believed that,
as leng as he issued rations and refrained from undue interference, the
Chiriecahuas would keep the peace. During the remaining two years of hls
1ife, Cochise worked quietliy with Jéffords to meke the experiment in re-
servation 1life succeed. The close friendship between the two men, and
Cochise’s own great influence with his people, combined to keep the In-
dlans reasonably restrained. Arizona settlers expressed amazement that
the old chief had actually kept his word, and the sen of the "Tueson
Ring"--merchants who had been making enormous profits from Army contracts
during the years of hostillty--barely concealed thelr discomfiture,

Cochise fell ill eariy in 1874, and on June 8 he died.'? The Chiri-
cahuas selected Taza, Cochise's eldest son, as their new chief. He carried
on the peaceful polley cemented by Cochisze and Gen, Howard, and worked
closely with Jeffords tc govern the Chiricahuas in the tradition of hils
father. Bubt while he ruled creditably, Taza was neither the statesanan

nor the leader that Cochise had been. If Jeffords had planned to tighten

13. The last Inferview between Jeffords and Cochise is Interestingly
desc:ibed in Lockwood, Apache Indians, pp. 128-12¢6, Cochise was buried
somewhere in his Dragcon fiountaln Strongheld, Jeffords was probably
the only whilte man who knew where the grave was located, and he carried
the secret to his death,.
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his control of the Indians, Cochise'!s death must have ended his hopes.
Between 1872 and 1876 Jeffords found it necessary to move the agency

headquarters twice. The original agency established by Gen. Howard had

peen located at Sulphur Springs. In September, 1873, howsver, Jeffords

moved the tribe across the Chirieshua Mountalins to San Simon In searech of

better land for agricultural purposes., Because of the prevalence of malaria,

this location proved undesirable, and two months later an officer of the
Indian Bureau directed that the agency be established in Pinery Canyon.
The new site was convenient to Apache Pass, and the Chiricahua bucks soon
learned that emlgrants and freighters travelling through the pass were
only too anxious to trade whiskey for horses, a transaction agreeable to
both parties but demnoralizing to the Indians. In order to exercise more
rigid surveillance, Jeffords in the summer of 1875 again moved the agency,
erecting his headquarters in Apache P2ss near Fort Bowle, Here the agency
remained until the abolition of the Chiricahua Reservation.lq

Meanwhile, friction had been steadlily mounting between Jeffords and
his superiors, Officials of the Indian Bureau wanted the Chiricahuas
placed under rigld control, made self-supporting, and started on the road
to civilization, Jeffords regarded this approach as visionary, and con-

tinued the system of lcose management that he had inaugurated in 1872.

14, Report of the Secretary of the Interior, 1374, pp. 595-596;
1876, p. 721.
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As a result the Indian Bureau, almost from the beginning, had denied him
the support and cooperation to which he was entitled. 1In fact, at times

he was reduced to purchasing supplies for the tribe ocut of his own pocket.
The Bureau was a2lso growing more and more dissatisfied with the locatlon

of the Chiricahua Reservatlion. It bordered on iMexico, and to it gravitated
the unruly spirits of the San Carlos, White :uuntain, and Tularosa Reser-
vations., Joined by Chiricahua incorrigibles, they induiged in The favorite
Apache sport of raiding cexican settlements, Try s he wight, Jeffords
never succeeded 1n entirely stopping this activity.l5 By 1876, the offi-
cials in Washington were only walting for an excuse not only to rid them-

selves of Jeffords vub also te move The Chiricahuas away from the border

to a location where more effective condrol couid be exarcised,

The Chipricahua BRemoval

The Bureau found its excuse in the spring of 1876. The beef quota
for the Chiricahua Regervetion had been cut, and rations became 50 searce
that, in February of that year, Jeffords permitted part of the tribe to
move to the Irageon Hountains in order to augment the food supply by hunting
wild game. While camped in the mountalns a gquarrel cdeveloped among some
of the Indians, and two men and a child were killed. The tribe broke into
factions, Taza took most of the peopie back to the agency in Apache Pass,

but Skinya, with about tweive families, remained in the Dragocn Mountains,

15. Ogle, "Federal Control of the Western Apaches," pp. 202-208.
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In igrch, a few warriors from Skinyal!s band made a raid into Mexico
and returned with some stolen gold., Pionsenay, Skinya's brother, got
drunk on whiskey bought wlth the gold from a white man named Rogers, who
operated a trading post at Sulphur Springs. In his intoxicated conditien,
Plonsenay killed two of his sisters, Then he returned to Rogers' trading
post. When Rogers refused to sSell him more whiskey, Plonsenay murdered
him and his assistant., Joined by other discontented bucks, he committed
a series of depredatlons in the San Pedro Valley. With 3 troop of cavalry
from Fort Bowle, Jeffords set oub in pursuit of the outlaws. The soldiers
discovered Skinya's band fortified in the San Josg dountalns, After ex-
changing a few shots, the cavalry commander, Lt. Bustin Henely, decigded
that an assault would be too costly and took his men back to Fort Bowle.
Jeffords informed Taza that, hencefortn, all Apaches found west of the
Chirlcahua Mountains would be congidered hogtile, and the troops from Fort
Bowie combed the Sulphur Springs Valley and the Dragoon Mountains for the
renegades.l6

The outbreak of violence led the Governor of Arizong Territory to
denounce the Chiricahuas and thelr agent and demand that the Interior
Department remove these Indians from the reservation., As z resuly, the
agent at San Carlos Reseprvation, John P. Clum, was ordered early in iy,
1876 to go to the Apache Pass agency, suspend Jeffords, and move the

Chiricahuas to San Carles. Clun demanded military support, and Brig.

16. 1Ibid., pp. 235-236, Lockwood, Apache Indians, pp. 215-216.
Post Reburns, April, 1876, cited in Murray, History of Fort Bowle,

ppy 196-197. '
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Gen., August V. Kaubtz, Crookis successor, concentrated ten troops of cavalry

—

and two companies of Indian scouts at Fort Bowie.lf

Weanwhile, the Chiricahuas, aware of the Govermuent's pians for their
removal, held a council on the night of June 4. Skinya and Pionsenay Ge-
manded that the Chiricaliuas again go to war with the whiftes. Taza and
Nachez, Cochise's younger son, argued {or peace and submission. A fight
broke out in which Skinra was kilied and Pionsenasy and Taza were wounded.
Only the arrival of soldlers from Fort Bowle restored order. Shortly
afterward, Agent Clum reached Fort Bowie. He called a council with the
Chiricahuvas and explained the necessity for the Governmsent's action.

Taza readily asgreed to the removal of his peopie to tie San Carlos Reser-
vation, and on June 12 Clum and 325 Chirlcahuas, eccorted by Gen. Kautz's
soldiers, left Fort Bowle for San Carlos., The Chiricahua Reservation was

18

promptly restored to the public domain,

17. Jchn P. Clum, "Geronimo," New Mexico Historical Review, Vol.
I11I, No. 1 {Janwary, 1928), pp. 8-17.

18. 1Ibid., pp. 14%-18. Record of Medlcal History of Post Fort Bowle,
Arizona Territory, June, 1876, cited in Iurray, History of Fort Bowie,
pp. 199-200. Report of the Secretary of the Interilor, 1575, p. 39c.
Plonsenay surrendered to Clum, and nhls wound was dressed by the surgeon
at Fort Bowie. He subsequently escaped from a deputy sheriff taking
him to Tucson for ¢ivil trial.
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Hot all of the Chiricahuss, however, had followed Taza, Geronino,
Juh, and Noglee, lzaders of a band thzat spent most of its time ralding in
Mexico, rewained pehind, They began a reign of terror, murder, and destruc-
tion that ravagsd southeastern Arlzona and recalied memories of the days
before Cochise nmde pezce. Gen. lautz and his successor, Brig. Gen.
Orlande B. Willeox, dirccted sustalned operations against these Indians
for the ncext three years, Troops from Fort Bewle and the newly founded
Camp Huachuca took the field., They scoured the Chiricahua and Dragoon
tlountalins, skipmlshing freguently with the Indians bul caly occasionally
bringing on a decisive erngagenent.

Lt., Austin Henely and Lt. John A, Rueker, stationud at Fort Bowie,
were especially active in hunting down the Chiricahuas. In January, 13877,
Lt. Rucker led fifty-two sosidiers and thirty-four Indlan scouts in an as-
gault on 8 hostile cncamprnent in New Mexicolz Liedendorf Mountains. The

Indians lost, in addiflon to caup cguipage and thelr eantire herd of stock,

]
y

ten men killled and & number woundsd, The following December, Rucker again

engaged a band of renegades in Hew rexico and inflicted even greater 1o0sses
, . - 20 .

on the marauvding hostiles, Lt, Henely, meanwhilie, had been actively

scoutling the region west of Fort Bowle; on one of his scouts be travelled

e

19. Post Returns, Jan., 1077, cited in Nurvay, History of Fort
Bowie, p. 203.

20. Post Returns, Dec., 1i77, in iaid., pp, 20:-207.



450 miles and penctrated Fexico as far south as Janos. The vigorous opera-
tions of the team of Rucker and Henely came to a tragic end in the suarer
of 1376. Hear Camp Supply, which had been established in the mountains
soufth of Fort Bowle to facllltate scoubting operations, Henely was attempi-
ing to cross a fliooded canyon when the raging torrent swept hila under,
Rucker tried to save him, but both officers wer: drowned. They were burled

e of the supply

in the post cemetery st Fort Bowie on July 13, and the na.
. 2
base was changed fron Cenp Supply to Camp John A, Pucler.

pent

vilitary operatlons continied Por another year. Finaliy, late in
1879, Geronimo and Jub, largzely through the erfforts of Tom Jeffords and
Lt. H, L, Haslell, were intuiced To surrender, With 105 fellowers, these
Apache jeaders arrived at Fort Bowic on December 20. & waell later they were
escorted to San Carlos and settled on that rescrvation, DBut Fort Bowie had

7]
not seen the last of Goronimo.

';:_’;

21. FPost Refurns, July, 1978; Hedica. Hlstoyy, July, 1378,
ibid., pp. 207-2¢3.

22. Tost Returns, Dec,, 1579, in 1 id., Dp. 2iv-2:1.



Part IV

THE GERCHIMO WAR

For two vears after Goronimo surrendered, the Chiricashuas remained
at peace. In fec¢t, except for the fugitives, the sajority of the tribe had
bzen llving quietly on tle San Carios Resevrvation since thelr removal in
1876. They had install>d a network of irrigation ditches and were growing
wheat, barley, and corn. Taza had died during a trip to Yashington, and,
after their surrcnder, Geronimo and Hachez, Taza's youngsr brother, gained
stature in the teibe.

The peaceful disposition of the Chiricahuas afforded tiie soldlers at
Fort Bowle 1ittle velisef from fleld custy. During ilo0 and part of 1301
units from Bowle wers aimost constantly in fhe field assisting troops from
New Mexlco in ine campaign against Vietorio and his successor, Nana, whose
Warn Springs Apaches were tevrorizing MHew Hezico and Chihuahuwa., After the
death of Victorio in a batbtle with Mexican troops, this band gceassed €0 be
much more than a menace that required continuvous patrolling of the inter-
national boundary. Yhile fthe soldiers were occcupied with Victorio, however,
trouble was brewing in thelir rear that was soon &0 erupt in another bloody

war with the Chiriezhuss.

i

The Chiricahua Cutbroa¥ of 1331

For several years, the San Carlos Reservation had suffered assaults on
its boundaries by land-hungry whites, Hiners crosssed the lilne from the

west in increasing nunbers. Mormon colonists settled on the eastern boundary,



diverted water from the Gila River to irrigate their lands, and produced a
water shortage on the teservation that caused some of the Apache crops to
fail. IHcre Hormons swaraed into the country west of Fort Apache. As a

final bloy, the discovery of c¢oal in the southern part of the reservation

stimuvlated an influx of whites from the sputh., ZExposed to covetous white

bard

rest

eSs.

men from every direction, the Indians grew increasingl

)

In this frame of uind, meny Apaches foll under the influence of 2
nedicine man nanzd Nakaldeklini, whose mrsticol Teachings and nropheciscs
created great excitement, The agent calied on the Apmy for help, and Col.
E., A, Carr, comnending ncarby Fort fApache, was ordered to arrest Nakaido-
klini. On August 3¢, 1531, Cel. Carr led eighbty-Tive cavalryuen and twenty-
thiee Apache scouts to the camp of the medicine man on Cibicue Cresk and
toolr him into custody. The arrest precipitated a vigorous abtack on Carr's
command by about oire nhvndred heavily arined warriors, Some of the scoubs,
vhom Nalkaidoklinl'is doctrine had infectad, revolted, shof down a captain
and six scldiers, then joined the hostiles., During the struggle, Nakaide-
klini was killed by his guard. Carr's command repulsed the asseilants,
but next morning, while Carr was still in the fleld, they Joined with other
disaffected bands angd atvaciied Fort Apsche. The garrison successfully with-
stood the asseult, and the Indians finally withdrew.l

Alarmed at the prospect of another general war witihh the ipaches, the
Arny rushed reinforcements, incluaing units from Fort Bowie, o Carris

assistance, Although the Indiansg inveolved in the Cibicve affair were

1. 0Ogle, "Federal Control of ‘festern Apaches," pp. 2¢%5-295.




largely Coyvotero Apaches, the Chiriczhuas, who lived in the viclnity of
Fort Apache, grew increasingly apprehensive as they uwastched mere and nore
goldiers arrive at the Tort and go into camp., A spate of rumors ran through
the tribe like a prairle fire, and, when the agency police began to arrest
the leaders of the Cibicue revolt, the Chiricahuas became Thoroughly fright-
ened, On September 30, szventy-four Chiricshuss, ineluding Geronimo, Wachez,
Chato, and Juh, fled the reservation ard heaced for Moxiceo. Despite military
efforts to apprehend them, they rmade good thelr escape, In the Slerra Wdres,
the fugitives Jjolinad old Nana and the remnant of Victoriols Warm Springs band.
Troops from Fort Bovie, once more cormanded by Capl. Reuben F. Berrared, fanned
out to patrol the border and nrevent ralding parties from entering the United
States.®

Nothing was heard of the renegades until tie following spring. In April,
1882, Chato and Machez, with a party of warriors, siipped through the screen
of cavaliry patrois and raided setbtlemunts in frizona. They rode as far north
as San Carlos, uvhere they forced Loco and his band o lzave the resarvation
and foin their race for the 3ierra Madre sapctuary. ¥ith Loco, the hostile
party now numbered 70C people. They clashed with Col, G. A. Forsyth near
Stein's Peak in the Peloncillo Hountains, bub escaped with srall loss, A
copmand under Capt, T. C., Tupper, which included a troop of cavalry and a

company of Indian scouts froa Fort Bowle, next intercecpled the Apaches in

2. 1Ibid., pp. 295-300, Report of the Seceretary of War, 18¢1,
T

p. 14




Fexico several mlles south of the border, bubt again they cluded capture.
Joining forces, Tupper and Forsyth pursued the Apaches deep infto Hexico
and pushed tnewn into an ambush prepared by a iargs Mexiecan force. The
texicans killed a hundred Indians and the rest fled into the Sierra Fadres,
Azain the renegades were safely beryond the reach of the Ay, and patrols
from Fort Bowie resused their scouting operaticns aleong the Hexican

3

border,

Crook in the Seddle

It was now obvious tec authorifies in VWashington that they had anobher
full scale Apache war on their hands., Another cogtly campaign would have
to be launched, 2As a prelimirary step, the United States opened discussions
with Hexico on the Apache problem. On July 29, 1822, the two governments
signed an agreenent that permitbed regular troops of either country to
¢ross the infternational boundary when in close pursuit of hostile Iru:liarﬂ.ts‘.l‘L
Aithough U.S. forces had occasicnally crosced the border, they had done 8o
illegally. How, the legel barrier removed, American Troops were fres to
conduct operations ained at the Apache sanctuary in tihe heart of the 3ierra
Jadre Mountains,

A second important preliminery sitep came on Sephbember 4. Brig. Gen.

rs

George Crool was reassigned to command the Depsotaent of Arvizona. With
g 2

characteristic deternination, he atiacked his problen immediately. riounted

3. Ogle, "Federal Control of iesbtern Apaches," pp. 303-304,

4, U. S. Statutes at Large, Vol, XXII, p. %5'%.




on hls celebrated mule, Apache, he rode about the departument felking with

the Indians. He guickly came to the conclusion that they had been robhed,
cheated, and in goneral most shanmefulily abused by the agents of Tthe Indian
Bureau, In fact, he reported, the Apaches "had displayed reusarxable fore-
bearance in rer@ining at peace."5 But the damage had poen done, and Crook

next set about imnroving the .anage.ent of San Carios aid preparing for an
crfensive against the renegades in Hexico.

Crook's first move was to reorganlze The administration of the San
Carlos Reservation. In Novemher, 1302, he callz:d the reservation Indians
into councll and ocutiined for them the new systen. No longer would they
have to live near tue ageney and report freguentiy for roil ceall, Hence-
forth, they would be free to settle wherever on the resepvation they chosze,
How that the Apaches could szek oul beilter lands, Crooir toid them, they
would be expected te malie a nore serious attempt av faruing and self-suppert.
Although the civilian agent aud als staff would continue to perform their
previous functions, the Iadiarns would alsc e accountaile to milivary
agentg~-Capt, Emact Crawford at San Carlos and Lt. Charles 3., Gatewood at
Fort Apache. ILi, Britton Davis was assigned fo sssist Crawford and LT,
Hamilton Roach to assist Gatewood. These two officers were to recruit

-

. . . b}
and command corpanies of nafive scouts that would prescrve the peace,

5., Report of the Secretary of War, 1883, p, 100,

ey

. Ibid. Britton Davis, T.e Truth About Cerorime (lew Haven, 1929},
p. 30, Lockwood, Apache Indians, p. 2cli.
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Crooi next turnced his attentlion to the fask of organizing an expedi-
ionn to ferret the renegade Chiricahuas out of the Sierra Madre Mountains,
His previous exnerlence in Arizona bhad tsught him that it took an Apache to

catch an Apache., Regular troops proved too cumbersone for the type of
memmtain and desert warfare at whieh the Apaches excellsd, Having decided
to rely on Indians as the packbone of his striklng coluwan, Croox reorgan-
ized th che scout corps and recruited it to full strength. Skiilled
frontiersuen wno had scrved Crook before turned up Lo eniist as uhite
scouts, Among thes were Al Sieber, Sam Bowuan, and Lpchie Pielntosh,

The leading exponent of mule trains for supply transport, Crook devolted

much attention to orzanizing his pacik frains. Under kis old paclmaster,
L] [} £

e
1

Tom Meore, they ware brought to peniz efflciency.

Before Croolk's expedition coild got uncer way, the Chirieczhua rene-
gades struck azain, In iarch, 1503, while Geronimo raided for horses in
Sonora, Chato anc twenty-six warrvicrs crossed the iatermational boundary
and blazed a blosdy traill acrnss soubhern Arizona. The garrison at Fort
Dowie tried %o intercept him, Iatrols combed the Chiricanua Mountszing
and the Sulphur S3pgrings and San Simen Valleys, Troops from other forts
also tock Phe fisid to search for the raiders. In six duys, however,

Chato and his nen rode 00 miles, killed twenty-six setilers, and disap-

~

+

s o)
peared Into lexico withiout being sighted by a single soidier.

7. Schmitt, General George Crook, p. 245.

8. 0Ogle, "Federal Control of Western Apaches,” pp. 308-303. Post
Returns, March, 188%, cited in Imrray, History of Fort Dowie, p. 221,




For Crook, Chato's raid produced one beneficial result, One of
Chato's warrlors, wihom the trocops later dubbed "peaches,” deserted his
conrades and surrendered at San Carlos. He offered to guide Cirooll's
expedition in%to the Sierra lMadres and help find the Chirleahua canp,

Crook accepted his servieces, and early in May, 1357, crossed the border
Wwith 192 Apache scouts under Cupt. Emet Crawfoerd and a troop of the
Sixth Cavalry under Copt. Aéng R. Chaffce.

Guided by Feaches, the column narched to the hicdeaters of the Yaqul
River. Crawford's scouts scoured the rugged wildernsss of the Sierra
ihdres, and on by 15 surprised Chatols caxp. Thoy killed nine warriors
and captured scveral childrsa, but the remainder of Uiz villagers scatc-
tered into the wmountains, Three days later, howewor, Chiihuahua appeared at
Croolkils camp to confer with the Goneral. One by one, Geronime, Cheto,
Hachez, and other renegade leaders followed Chihuvalwa's example and cane
in to tall, That the mountsins of lexico no longnr offered a secure haven
had come as a frightening revelation to the hostiles, and they daclared
their readiness to be forgiven and returned %o the reservabtion. Crook
astutely informad then that he was really not particulariy anxlous to make
peace. Mexican forces, he sald, were even then closing in on the Apache
stronghold and, no doubt, would socn seolve the whole probles by killing all
of the renegades. Alarmed, the Chiricahuas begfged Creok to accept thelr
surrender and take Then back to San Carleos, With & siow of relucisnce,
the General finaily consented, Oscorted by Crawford and his scouls, 325

@]
Chiricahua and YWari Springs Apaches roached San Carlos on June 24.7

9, Report of the Secrstary of War, 1385, wp. 172-173. John G,
Bourke, On the Border with Crook {Mew York, 18%1)}, pp. 452-454. Sehmitt,
General George Crook, pp. 246-258, Davis, Truth About Geronlmo, dp. 67-70.
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Not all of the hostiles had accompanied Crawford to San Carlos. The
most troublesone of the renegade lezders, in facst, had tarried in lexico
on the predtext that thelr widely scattered bands would have to assemndie,

They had promised to repert at the agency in "fuo moons." Five moons

later they wers still in ’lexlco, and the Arizona newspepers had besun a
virulent ediferizl campalgn berabing Crock for his failurce to bring in

81l of the hostiles, In October., 2003, bherefore, Crook ordered L,

Britton Davis and his company of fApaclie scouts Lo lLocate the proerastinating
Chiricahuas and return fthen to San Curles. Camplng near the border, Davis
sent scouts into licxico %o gesreh for the reregndes, Finally, Nachez and
Zele brought their people in and Davis, asslisted by troops from Fort Bowle,
escorted them to the reservation., In January, 1304, he returned, Ffound
Chato and tangas (son of iangas Coloradas), and tooik them o the agency.
Only Geronimo and his band now remgined in Mexlico, asnd, for a thiré $ine,
Davis camped on the border, Six weesks of scoubing at last brought Geronimo
and his band, trailing a herd of 350 catile stolen from Mexican rancners,
to Davig! caap on tle border. On the way to San Cardoes, a U.S. Marshal

and a posse of cowboys atlemptad to arrest Geronime and ftake him to Tucson
for c¢ivil trial. Aidaed by a West Point classmate from Fort Bowle, how-
ever, Davis tricked the Marshal and 2liuded the posse, ¥With Geronimo

gafely settled at 3an Carlos, the Chiriecahuas once ucre were all at peace.

10, Davis, Trubth About Garonimo, pp. T7~iCl, Heport of the
Secretary of War, 1ocu4, p. 134,
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The Qutbreak of 1885

From the spring of 1883, when the hostiles agreed to male pesce,
until the spring of 1505 Arizona again enjoyed a brief respibte from Apache

gepredations. On {he veservation, however, the Chiricaiuvas found them-

an

}_}o

selves caught in a power striggie betwezn their nillitary and c¢ivil

4

agents, PFollowirg the gurrenfer of the renegades, The sBeerefarias of Har
and the Interior had held extended discussions that finally, on July 7,
2803, culminated in a joint aemorandmm that gavs Croolr nolice control of
p 11

all the 8an Carlos Apzaches,

This mencrandu: sclved no problens, for the 0ld curse of divided
autherity still preveilsd. When fthe mllitary zgents, Cupt. Crauwford anc
Lt, Gatewood, attcupied Yo extend their control of the Indians in accord-

S R

a4

-

ance with the eagreement of July 7, the civilicn aduninistrators, prodd

by thelr superiors, resisted thnis encroachnent on their customary suthority

Sensing the conflict, the Inilans sought to play off one agent against the
otiaer, and becane irecreasingly difficult to contrel. They openly defled

the prohibition asainst tizuvin-drinking and wife-beazing, and virtuslly

. . , 12
dared the military to stop then.

Condivions went from bad to worse, until on Iay 15, 1C55, the climax
finally ceae, Yollowlng a glorious tizwin drunk, Geronimo, Hatchez, and
Nana, accompanied by foriy-two warriors and nineiy-two woen and chlldren,

fled the reservation and once mere headsd for 'lerico, Soldisrs frow Forts

11. Report of the Secretary of Yar, 1382, . L74.

12, Dovis, Truth About Geronimo, pp. 133-143. Ogle, "Federal
Control of Western Apaches,’ pp. 514-521.
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Bowie, Thomas, Huachucz, and Camp Grant enacted the famliiar routine of
spreadlng out to intercept the fuglbtives, Bub the fApaches, wikth theirp
masterful evasive tactics, slipped safely across the border and lost thom-

selves in %the mountains. Once again the troops looked forward to the
13

dreaded ordeal of a canpaign in the forbidding Sicrra adres.

Lt, Gen, P, H. Sheridan, commending the Lruy, ordered an lurediate
and energetic cammaisn te round np the renegades. On June 9, he wired
Crook aubthoriiy To eriist an additional 200 Indlan scouls, and instructed
hin to establish hicadquarters on or near the Southern Pacific Railroad.
Crook chose Fort Douie, wirich was thirteen miles Iroa Bowie Statlilon and
at the sane tise convenient So the field of operations, On June 11 Crook

14
arrived at the fort.”  From that day until the Cinal cspitulation of
Geronimo in Septenber, 1834, Fort Bevie was the base froa which three

successive caapalgns and a multitude of small supporving expeditions vere

mounted azainst the Chiricahuas in llexico.

Qoersticons of Craylord and Davis

The reciprocal agrezuent wlth lexico which peimitied U.3. treops Lo
pursue hestile Indians soth of the vorder had expired., But Crook con-
ferred with the governor of Scnorza and obtained hls consent to Aacriecsn

operations in the Sicrrs Madre Mountains, He tien digpatched Ltwe Lforces

=

13, Report of thie Seeresavy of var, 180, pp. 1H7-143, Davis,

Truth About Geronimo, pp. 1HH.15L,

14, Repors of the Secretary of Wur, 1385, p, 144, Post Returns,
June, 1885, eited in Murray, History of Fort Bewie, p. 225.
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of Indian scouts into Mexico, one under Capt. Zmmet Crawford and Lt, Britton
Davis, the other under Capb, Wirt Davis and Lt. Charies B. Gatewood. He

also stationed debachments of cavalry 2t virtually every wabter hole on the

southern porders of Arizona and llew iexico to prevent tne renegades froa

. . 15
re-entering tre United States, 7

Throughout the swmar ané avtuwan of 2335, Crawford and Wirt Davis
pursted the Chiricahuas with the utiest tenmacity, Several times, the
Avache scouts surprised the hostile camps in the Sjerya Madres. In cach
engagenent they destroyed much equiprent, bub never sucezeded in fighting
a decisive action., F ushed ous of the Sierra iadres by the persistent
trailing of the two scout colunns, the hostiles drifted back towards the
vorder. Dugpibe the string of military outposts, one Land siipped into
the United Sitataes al Guadalupe Canyon. Followed closely by Crawford and
Wirt Davis, the raiders re-crossed the border and lost thelr pursuers in
Chihuahua. Sxhausted, the striking columns reporied to Crook at Fort Boule

-
in Octoher, 132%, and preparations were proapbly begun for a new campalign,

In Wovember, while Crawford and Davis were refitting theiyr commands,
Cnihuahuals brother, Josanie, led a raiding party of ten warrlors into the

United Stztes. During the period of ong month, he rode 1,200 miles through

15, Report of the Secretary of uar, 1880, p. 14%9. Schmivt, General
George Crook, pp. 250-257.

16, Report of thne Scerctary of War, 1800, pp. 13C-151. Davis,
Truth About Geronimo, pp. 157-395. H. W. Daly, "The Geronimo Campaign,’
Krizona Tistorical Review, vol, ITI, Ko, 2 (July, 1y30), pp. 25-44, Daly
wag Crawfordls paclmastor.




8 region patrolled by elghty-three companies of soldiers, kllled thiriy-
eignt whites, captured and wore out 250 horses, and escaped inco PFexico
with the losg of one man.l7 The obvious seriousness of the situation brought
Gen. Sheridan himself to Fort Bowile to confer wifn Orook. Sheridan arrived

on Noveuber 27. irt Davis had already taken the fileld andg Crawford left

[

the day Sheridan arrivedgl The Lieutznant General apparently could offer
=y sugnestlons for improving Creoi's .anagesent of the campain, for the
second Slerra Madre expedition was conducted In about tie gsanme fashion as
the first, Indian scouis, led by whilz officors and relylinz on muic trains

to transport supplies, combed the mountains of Ssnora in search of the rene-

gades, To Crawfoprd's scouts fell the najor share of the Tighiting.

The Dezath of Crawuford

Cant, Crauford, asgsigtle

jo]
o

v L, tarlon ?. rMaus, Lt, ¥, E. Shlpp, and
Tom Horn as chisf scout, led his men through aimost iLnpenctrable scretches
of the mountain wilderness of Sonora, ihile Crool, ignoring Sheridan's
anxious telegraphlc renuesis for inforrmatlon, enjoyed Christmas egghog with
Capt. Markland at Fort DBowle, Crawford!s scouts szapched the Sierra ladres
for the trall of %the hostiles. Sore 200 mlles south of the border tney
finally picked up the trail and, suffering fron exhgustion and bitierly
cold weather, followed it to %the hidden renegade camp. On Januvapry 10,

1835, Crawford attacked the Indien viliage, oniy to find that the occupants

17. Ogle, "Federal Control of Yesbern dpaches,” pp. 325-.04,

-

13, Report of the Sceretary of YWar, 18385, pp. 7-9, Ti.
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had discovered his approach and scatieraed into the meuntains. Vhile the
officers were lamanting their misforbtune, nowsver, an Apache woman yreturned
to the camp with word that Geronime and Fachez wishad Yo telk with Crawford
the follouing day. OCrauford agrecd, and went into caup to awzit the sched-
uled hour,

Crauford was destined never to keep his appointument. At dawn the next
norning a large force of ltexiean Irregular troops launched a surprise attack
on the bivouae of the scouts. Crawford feil, mortally wounded. ¥While Geron-
imo and nhis pecple gleefully watched the spectacle frou surrounding heights,
the Apache scouls end lexicen troops exchanged fire for two hours, Then the
Mexicans fell back and occcupled strong dufensive positlions, Yhlle the two
forces confronted eschir cther wmenacingly, Lt,. MEus, who had succeseded Crauiord
in command, convinced the surviving Mexican officers of their mistake,

Bubt Maus now found hinself in an untenable positicn., Deep 1n unfriendly
country, faced by hostile iApaches and susplicious iizxican troops, his am-
munition and food virtually exiimusted, iBus declded to return to Fort Bowile,
At the end of the first day's xmarch, another wowan from Jeronimo!s band
caze to FMaus and szid that the Chiricahuz icaders still wanted vo talk. Two
days later, ¥Bus, unavmed, net with Geronime, Macnez, Hang, and Chilhuahua,
Geronimo szid that he wished to discuss the possibiiity of surrender with
Gen, Croolt personally, and for that purpese would wmeet with him near S5Stn
Bernarcinoe in "two moons." As evidence of good faltl:, Geronimo surrendered
nine peeple, ineluding his own and Hachez's wife and old iana, Yo act as

hostages. Leaving Cipt. Crawfordis bedy in the cire of the Presidente of

LAY
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Nacori, Heus hurrizd north 0 report to Croolk,t?

The Conference at Canon de 10s Fmbudos

Lt. !mus reached the border on February 1, .35, and, after communi-
cating with Crook at Fort Bowle, was ordered soubth azain o meet the hostiles
and escort the: Lo the conference site. He canped on tiie Sun Bernardino

iver, about %ten miles south of the border, until imrch 13, when The rene-
gades finally appeared, Faus atfempted to parsuads (zronime t0 accompany him
to Fort Bowie and there have his tallk with Croci. Dut the Chiricahua chief-

fain would go no further north than the Canon d¢2 los Eabulcs, about fwelve

miles from the borcer, where he insisted shat fhe Goneral neet nim,

19. avs' Report, Feb. 25, 1564, in ibid., pp. 155-160, See also
Favs® Narrative In Welson A, Hiles, Tersonz! Necolloctions and Obscrvatlons
of Nelson A, Miles (Chicage, 1555}, 0p. Ghu-tuy. OCrewford's poay was
later brought Yo Fort Bowie and, escorted by Capt. Joon G. Bourke, talien
to Crawfordis home in Webrasia 10Or permanent inseruont., The 3tate Depart-
ment took up the matter of the atiack on Crawlord with tne fexlcan fGovern-
ment. Par from aclnculelglng responsibility, Hexico denied that any attack
had faken place and demaniad Indeunity parments from the United States for

a long list of depredations all.gec to have been cowritted by Crawford's
scouts. Report of the Secretary of tar, 1885, p. 10.

20, taus'! Narrative in HMiles, Personal Recollsctions, p. o7,
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On Yarch 23, therefore, Gen. Crook left Fort Bowle for the Canon ge
los Embudos. He was acconmpanied by his aides, Capt. John G. Dourke and
Capt. Charles Roberts, and by Cept. Roberts! Lhirteen-yecp-old son., Crook
also fook with him scveral interpretcors and tuwo frisudly Chiricahuas of
soue Influence with tihe hostliles, Ka-¢-ten-z and alchiss, The mayor of
Tucson and a pnotsgrarher from Tombstone later [oined the party. Reaching
the canyon the next day, Crzooir found the Chiriecahuas caiped 550 yards from
iaus in an iroregnable defensive position atop a lava covored hill, A

full brigade,” nobted Cant, Bourke, "could not drive cub that 1ivtle

. 2L
garrison,”

The three-cay talk began on March 25, 1385, Croox's party and the
Chiricahua leadlers sected thenselves in a wooded ravine, First Chihushua
and then Ceronimo launched sexningly endless harangucs reciting the wrongs
done them by their former agenis ard proteshing tielr own conplete innccence.
Crock argu=d at length with Geronipo about his hebavior at San Carics,
Finally, he bluntly deeiar:d, "Everything vou ¢id on the reservation is
known, There 1s no use for you tto try and taik nonsenge. I am ne child,
You must mels up your ounr mindg whether you wilil stay out on the warpath or

surrender unconditionally, If you stay oub, I'.L llecp after you and kill

21. DBourke, On the Border with Crook, pp. 472-U47i,  Sehmict, General
George Crool:, n. 203,




22
the last one, if it taes fifty years,”

The Indians retired to their cemp and, throughout the noit cay, de~
baved the guestion of wiconditiconal surrvender. Ka-o-ven-a and flehise
clrculated anong the hostlies exerting their influence in favor of capitu-
lation. During the day Crook apparently saw that he could not hope for un-
conditional surrend:r, and cormmunicated fto the nostiles the proposal that
was later to produce so mueh confusion and controvers;y, le would acespt
their surrender on condifion that they be confined In tho Esst for not aors
than two weaprs. They cculd tale their families with the: if they wished,
Nana, who was too old to cause further trouble, would be periitted to remzin
at Fcrt Apache with the other Chirilcahuvas. This propcsiszicon the ranegade
leaders accepted, and in 2 second conference on March 2% Chihuahua, Nachez,
and, finally, Geronlno each ade 2 speech formalily surrendering to Crools.
The General proaptly wrote 8 dispateh to Sheridsn detalling the resulss of
the meating and senc it by covrisr to Fort Bowle for transalssion to “ash-
ington. Early the next norning he started for Bowiz himgel?, leaving Lt.
Ieus to escont the Chiricakhuas to the I‘Or%.23

As Crooix and nis staff rode north towards Fort Bowile, they met Geronine,
Haechez, and several other Chiricziwas riding in the opposite diresction, reor-
itng drunk. During the night they had hought meseal from a2 wman naned Tribolet,

who lived on a ranch Jjust south of the border. How Stlhiey wore returning to

22. The transceript of the conference, as recorded by Capt. Bourlke,
together wilth perbinent correspondence betueen C¢00n GG chrxﬂaﬁ, is re-
procduced in Sznate Docuwaents, 5lst Cong., 1st sess., lo. 09, ilueh of it

-

is reproduced in Davis, Truth About Geronimo, pp. 19G-2i2,

23. Bourke, On the Border with Crook, pp. U70-479. Schmitt, General
[nEa Y e

George Crook, p. 201, Croock te Sheridan, kBrch 27, 106340, reproduced in
Davis, Truth Ahout Geronimo, pp. 1992-200.
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camp. €rock continued on te Fort Bowle, arriving on March Zg.zu Lt.

vaus went to the Chirlcahua camp ¥p get his charges started for Fort
Bowie. He found wmost of the men drunk and in ugly huwaor. Late in the
day they moved the camp ften miles, but continued to drink heavily.
While drunk, Nachez snot his wife. Although ¥aus sent Lt, Shipp o
destroy Triholet's stock of mescal, the damage had been done, During
the night, Geronine and Hachez, with twenty uen, thirteen women, and
two children, 1left the camp and struck for the Sizrra ¥Madres., Chihuahua,
Nana, and about a dozen men, with forty-seven wonen and children, re-
mained behind, 2us detailed Lt, 3, L, Faison to escort these Indians
to Port Bowie, and witi Lt. Shipn and the scouts started in pursuit.
The trail, as anticipated, led into the heart of the mountains, The
terrain became almost 1apessable and, when ¥aus discovered that the
fugitives had killed thelr horses and scattered on foot, he gave up

the chase and returned to Fert Bowle, reporting to Crook on April 5.29

The Renlaceaent of Crock

[

When Lt. Maus reaches Fort Bowle, Crooik had already completed the
exchange of telegrans with (en. Sheridan that terainated his services in
Arizona.26 Enmity seems To have been developing betwsen the two gencrals

for several months. The Lieutenant General, in many ways that nust have

2, Schmitt, Geéneral George Crook, p. 201. Bourke, On the Border
with Crook, pp. H00-481,

25, baus! Narrative in Miles, Personal Recollections, pp. $68-470,

26. With the exception of cne important telegran, which is repro-
dueced in Pavis, Truth About Geronilmo, pp. 214-2i5, these telegrams were
all reproduced in diles, Personal Recollections, pp, ¥71-476, They were
all dated between imrch 30 and April 3, 1u80.
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irritated Crook inbensely, had deaonstrated his lack of understanding of
the problems involved in warfare against the Apaches, ioreover, he had
barely concealed his distrust of the Apache scouts, whom Crook regarded 4s
the only troops that could possibly track down the rensgades.

Crook!s teolegram outlining the teris on which he nad accepted the
Chiricahua surrender produced consternation in Washingbon. Presicdent
Cleveland, in fact, refused to approve the terims., Accordingly, Gen.
Sheridan on March 30 wired Crook that the President insisted on uncondi-
tional surrender. OCrock was lastructed to reopen negotiatiens and secure
such a surrender. He wes also to "take every precaution agalnst the escape
of the hosbiles," and to "insure against further hostilitles by completing
the destructicn of the hostiles unless trese fterms are acceptad.” Capt,
Bourke, who lmew Croolr parhaps more intimately than anyone who has left a
vecord of him, descrlbed Crock's reaction to these instructions:

deneral Croox . . . was unable To =ee
how he couid allew Indians, or anybody else,
to epser his cesp vader assurances of personal
safety, and at the sane time 'take every pre-
caubion against escape.” Unless he treacher-
ously mmrdered them in cold blocod, he was
unable ko sece a way oub of the dllemna; and
Crook was nob the man To lie to_gny ons Or
deal treachorously by him . . .
The escape of G(Geronimo and Nachez maturalily aggravated the conflict

between the two generals., Sheridan, when he learnedG the news, sarcastic-

ally telegraphed Crook that it seered sbrange that the renegades could

27. Bourke, On the Border with Crook, pp. 1453464,




have escaped withoub the knowledge of the Apache scouts, Stung by the
implication of Gisloyalty among his scouts, Croolc replied that "There
can be no question that the scouts were thoroughly loyel, and would have
prevented the hostiles leaving had 1% been possibie,” Sheridan answered
this dispatch by stating, rather petulantly, that there now seeried no
other recourse tian to concentrabe troops ab key points and provect the
settlers. "You have in your dspartuent forty-six companies of infantry
and forty companies of cavalry,” he declared, “and ought to be abie to

do a good Geal with such a forea,”

He ended by directing Crook fc submit
a plan for future oncratisns,

Relations petwzen the two officers had now reached such & state that,
to Crool:, there seened but one possible course of acticn, On April 1, he
submitted to Sheridan a lucid explanation of the pnilosophy that had guided
his nllitary and diplomaiic dealings with the Apaches, and concluded by
asserting his belief that "the pian upon which I have conducted operations
$s the one nost likely to prove successful ia the end. t may be, however,
that I am too ruch wedded to my own views in this matter, a1¢ as I have
spent nearly eight years of the hardest work ia ry 1ife in this department,

I respectfully requect that I may ncw be relieved from its comaand,

27, Bourke, Oan the Border with Crook, pp. 48308k,




Sheridan lost no Time in complying with Crook!s request. The nexbt day he
issued orders directing Brig. Gen. Helson A, Miles to relieve Crook of the
command of the Doparfrent of Arizona,

On the doy that Gen. Miles received his orders, Chihushua and the
Chiricahuas who had refussé to go with Geronilmo and Yachez arrived at Fort
Bowile under escort of L, Faison., Crook could not bring himszlf to tell
these Indians that his promise had been officially disavowed and, five
days later, he icaded then on a train at Bowle Station for ftransportation
to Fort Marion, Florida. On April 12, Gon, tMiles arrived at Bowle Station
and wen®t immediately Co Ford Bowie. Crook, newly assignsd to the Depart-

ment of the Platve, turned over his command to iles and left Fert Bawie

25
and Arizons for the last time.”

With 5,000 soldiers at his comand, iles now faced tihie task of cateh-
ing and subduing Geronime and Nachez, with fifteen warriors and nincteen
wonen and chiidren, 21l tlat reosined of the hostile arvay that had left

the reservation a year previously.

ifiles in Commnnd

Sheridan's instructions to Hiles wsre couched in gensral terus, While
exéreising great care to prevent the spread of hostilities, HMiles was to
concduct vigorous operations almed 3% destroying or copturing the renegades

in Mexico, Only in The aatter of placing reliance on native scouts did

23. Report of the Secretary of War, 1336, p. 154. Schmitt, General
George Crook, pp. 265-200.




Sheridan get specific, econsidering it advisable "to suggest the necessity
of making sctive and prominent use of the reguler troops of your comaand, 127
Miles approached hls task with characteristic energy. His fiprst step
wes to strengthen the system of border outposts, which had never effectively
prevented hostile forays Into the United States. The high mountains, bright
sunlight, and cleapy atneipghere of the Soubnwest offered ideal conditions for
enploying the heliograph., Uslng this device, which consisted of mirrors
mounted on a triped, skilied operztors could catch the sunis rarys and flash
nmessages over distancas as great as twenty-CTive or thirsy miles. Dividing
his department into districies of observaticn, [illes covered southern Ari-
zona and Hew Fexleco with a networi of heliograph stations. In all, there
were twenty-seven stations conmnection practically all of the high poaks
of the region, One such station was located on Bouile Feak, above Fort
Bowie, Lipked with five ofher stations, the Bowle Peak hellograph during
the sumner of 1456 sent 8(2 messages and repeated 1,0LY--more than any
other station in %the sysbem. In each district of cobservation, Mlles
posltioned well-equipped mebile colunns ready Lo intercept any marauling

o
Indians sighted by the observers at the heliograoh stabions,”’

29. Report of the Secretary of War, 1060, pp. 72-73.

30, Miles, Personal Recoilactions, po. H01-U0H.
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Satisfied that nis defenses were in order, Miles Turned his attention
to plapning an offeznsive. At Fort Huschuea he found an officer and a doctor
who believed, 28 he and Sheridan did, thet white zoldiers could maten ftie
Apaches in cunning and fortltude. To Capt. Henry V. Lavton and Acting As-
sistant Surgcon Leonard YWood, Hiles therefore assigned the ?esponsibility

of foriing an elite sitzriiing colunn of specially chosen men, Lawton as-
sembled his command at Fort Huachuca early in jay, 18086, It consisted of
one cowpany of infantry, thirty-five covalrymen, and twen®y Indlan scoubs.
)

A pack train of 100 mules and thirty paclzers provided daily supply.

While Lavton wes sblil organizing his colwm, the Chiricahuas selizad
the initiative and tested Hiles' new defense systew. Lote in April they
rovaged settlementfs in Sonors and thnen swept rnorth up the Ssnta Cruz Valley

of Arizona, YWilling whites and stezling stoelr, A troop of the Tentn Cavalry
under Cant., T. C. Lebo trailed the raiders for 200 wmiles and finaily, on

HMay 3, brought them to kay in the Pinito lountaing about thirdy miles souf
of the border. Alter a brisk sngagenent, in wnich Lebo lost one nan kilied
and one wounded, the Indians browz contact and continued their flighi.

Other forces were now in the area, and on May 15 Capt. €. 4, ¥, Hatfield

and a troop of the Fourth Cavalry surprised the hostile canp ea2st of Sanba

fade

Cruz, 3onora, Although the innabitants scatbered into the wmountains without

loss, Hatfield captured all of thelir camp eguinage and about twenty horses.

31, Ibid.,p. HGJ, Hersann llegedorn, Leonard Wood, a_Biography
(Hew York, 1931), Vol. I, p. Gu.




The Indians responded a few days later by axbushing Hatfield's command in

.

a box canyon, They illed two soldiers, wounded two more, and recovered

4 . 52
all of their stock.’
By now, houever, Lawion had taken the field and was soon following the

hostile trail decp into Sonora,

Lawton's Operations

hh

Afger the buvile with Hgtfield, the Indians divided. One band, under
Hachez, went norith info Arizena and event3ily reached the vieinity of Fort
Bpache before turnling beclk Lo exico. The othier headed wes? and was soon
being pursued by Capt., Iawbton's strilting column., This cormand had 1=7%
Fort Huachuca on [ay 5 and pushed into the Yagul River country. The vol-
canic character of the mowntain terrvain culcily broke down the cavaley
horses, and the troopers were forced to join the infantry.

For four months Lawton's troops chased the renezades froa one mountain
range to another. The 1,400 mile trer through the wilds of Mexico set a
record for sustained operatiocas under adverse conc‘.'l'i:i.cms.}3 1t would he
difficuit to fing in the amnals of the U, 3. Aruy an instance in which
climate, terrain, and eneny conspired to demand greater endurance and per-
severance of nen than did Lewton’s caapaign in Mexico. As Leonard Yood

later recalled the ordeal:

Ore who does not know this country cannot
rezlize vhat thls kind of service uneans--marching

32. Report of the Secretary of War, 1835, p. 157.

33, Por the details of the caapaizn, sce Lawbon'!s Repors, Seps. §,
1885, in ibid., pp. 176-181: and Capt. Leonard Yoodls Narrative in Miles,
Personal Recollections, pp. 506-517, Hagedorn, Leonard wood, pp. 67-103,
follows the expedition in detail, quoting freely from the diary Yood kent.
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every day in the intense heat, the rocks and earth
being so torrid that the fect are bhiisbered and
rifle-barrels and everything metallic being so

rot that the hand cannot touch them without getfting
burnt. t is a counbry rouvgh beyond descripticon,
covered everywhere with cactus and full of rattle-
shates and other undesirable coupanions of that
sort, The rain, when 1¥ does coue, coaes as a
tropical teapest, bYransforming the &ry canmns

inte raging ftorrents in an instant , . . VWe had
no tonbs ond 1ittle or no baggage of any kind
excent rations ané Lamvniticn. Sulits of under-
ciothing formed our wniflor: and ogcasing covered
our feet.””

This arducus seprvice left its merk on the non., lnen Hiles first saw

then at the close of the campaign, he wes shocked by fthelr gaunt and haggard
appearance. Lawbton had lost forty pounds, YWeocd thirty. Aithourh tiie en-
listed nen hed been hand-plickod, only one-third o those who had izft Fort
Huachuea on ¥ay 5 were still in the raiks at the 2ond., The rest were re-
placements added during the mareh, Tiree sets of officers had served with

LR

the comnand, only Lawion and YWood ramaining witia 1% from begimming to end.
Lawton'!s cawpaign, for ail ifs domencs on the narticipants, faoiled to
produce the spectacular results anticlpated. Only once &id the troops
corner their quarry. = July 1M, after over t40 montas of incessant trail-
ing, Lawtenis Indian scouts, cormanded by Lt, R. A. Browm, a Fort Bouwle

officer, discovered the hostile camp 300 niles below the border, 28 the

regulars moved into position for an aftack, the Apaches fook ziamy ané fled

3%, Wood!s Herrative In ¥iles, Personal Recollections, p. 517.




into the mountains, leaving their camp and equipment to the soldiers.

Despite hls failure to engage the enery, Lawton's relentless pursuis

3

probably had the effect of wearing dovn and disheartening the fugitives.

v any rate, when iles! peace enmissaries fin2ily succeeded in contacting

=

the hostiles, Geronlne and Hechez were wiliing Lo surrender on terms that,
several months eariier, would have teen proupily rejected. 0OF even more
influence in bringing shouts the final surrendor, however, wWas the removal

L

of the reservaticn Cniricanugs {ron San Carlios to Fort ierion, Florida.

Tiy Secend Chirieahua Renoval
The question of moving the reservation Chiricahuas out of Arizonz had

been under sericus consideration for some btime. Vhen Gon, Sherldan visited

o

Port Bowie in Hoverber, 1535, he had consulted Croolr and Capt. Crawrford on

the advisability of such 8 pove. Both offlcers opposed it, Crzuford in

partlcular arguing that it weuld have a bad effcet on the Chiricakua scoubs

whon he was on the noint ol leading into Mexico, The rroposal, therefore,
L35 s
was temporarily shelved. After [iiles took command, he quickly becane
convinced that the success of operations in lexico depended in largo measure
on ridiing his department of the San Carlos Chiricahuas, for there was al-
ways vhe chance that they would provide amwnition and recruits to their
kindred on the warpath. This convietion was reinforcad in July, when iiles
visited San Caplos., The Chiricanuas, 1llving near Fort Lpachs, impressed

him as a "turbulent, <esperate, disrveputable band of humon beings,” and

35, Report of tie Secretary of War, 1820, wvp. 7-¢, T7i.

36, Ioid., pp. 14-15, 73-7i#, 170-171.
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someone t0ld him Phat they were at the very moment plotting an outbreak., He
thereupon sent a Gelegation of Chirlecahuas to Washington to be persuaded
that removal from Aprizona was in the best interests of the tribe. The dele-
gates refused teo he persuaded, and on their return trip #iles Lad them de-
talned at Fort Leaverwortn., A great deal of telegrapihiic correspondence

H

Tollowed betweon Miles a2ird his superlors in washington, who consulted closely

with the President and officials of the Infterior Depariment. Pinaglly, ifiles
was authorized to send the Chiricahuas to Fort Harion, Florida.36
The General moved promptly. Four troops of cavalry arrived at Fert
Apache to reinforce the bthrse troops of cavairy and two companiss of in-
fantry that garrisoned tne post. August 29, 1850, was the day chosen for
the coup. 8o great was pliles? anxiely that he left Fort Bowie and went to
the Willcox Yelegreph station, which was in divect contact with Fert Apache,
to awailt word of the oubtcome. AL Fort Apache, the commanding officer, LE,
Col, J. F. Yade, assembled the Chiricahuas under the ruse of a routine roll
call. Yhen the unsuspecting Indians had congregoted, Wada's troops swiftly
moved into position with such overpowerlng strength that resistance was
obviously futile, Three hundred and eighty-tuwo Chiricahuas, incliuding vinr-
tually all of the former scovis who nad served Croou in the !exlcan can-
paigns, were inmediztely marched to Holurooll and entrained for Florida,

News of the suceessf{ul caplure come as a great reilef o :illes, and he

36. Ipid., pp. 14-15, T3-7T4, 170-17L.
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returned to Fort Bowie and the problem of the Chirieshuzs still at large

L)
==

in Mexlco.
Hounded by Lawton's column and a nuwaber of ofher commands, and tempted

by offers to mxc peace, tiie hostiles were on thie point of surrendering.

Cocowood!'s Mission

After the rencgades lost thelr camp to Lawton on July 14, they eluded
their pursuers and drifted nopti towsrds Fronteras, [iles nhad already be-
corme convinend that the fTimsz was ripe to put out péace feelers, Vhile at
Fort Apache esrly in Jduly, he had learned frow Kayitah, a warrior who had
recently deseried the renegades andé returncd to the reservation, thet they
were Lired of outlaw l1ife and might be persuaded to survender if the right
men were sent to falk with then., [iles selected Kayitah and another in-
fluential Chiricahua, lsrtine, to act as enissarics., To lead the party, he
chogse Lt. Charies D. Gatewood, whon Goronimo kaew and respectedujs

Gateweod znd the two lndlans hastened to Fort Howie, outfitfted, ana
with an interpretsr, a packer, and & courier hceded for Mexico. The group
net a nuaber of cavalry patrols cperating in northern Sonors, but could
learn nothing of Geronimo's wharezbeouts., Gatewood then decided to contect

Capt. Lawbton's command, which he found on the Arcs River. As lawton did

not know where the hosille were elther, Gatewood put himselfl under the

37. Ibid, #iies, FPersonal Recollzctions, pp. 49%-505, Col, Uade
was the son of Senator Benjanmin F.o uade of Onlo,

38, Davis, Truth Aboub Geronimo, pp. 220-223, Miles, Pzrsonal
Recollections, p. 500,




Captain’s orders, with the understanding that when circwistances permitied
he should be released to carry out his mission. Soon, news came thai
Geroniio and Nachez were near Fronteras. With six zen furnished by Lawten,
fatewood hurried to Fronteras, Lawbton following. ther commands, including
two from Fort Dowie, had already converged on Fronteras, Obtaining tuo
more interpretasrs from cne of these debachnents, Gaftewood followsd the trail
of two squaws who had visited rexican authorifies at Fronteras with poace
overtures fron Goeronino,

Thrae deys Laber, Auvgust 24, 1305, in mountainous country brolken by
a suceping bend of the Bavicpe River, Gatewooc carped in a cohe-brake and
sent Kayitah and artianz ahead to Geronimols camp. Yhe two Indians entered
the hostile prancheria ond delivered .Jiles! demend for surrender, buv Geronimo,
holding Kayitah hostage, sent lmrtine back with word that only with Gatewood
would he and Hachoz talk. Catewood prompb.y set out to aeet Geronimo.
Shortly after his depertuvre, Lawton's regulars arrvived and made camp in
the cane-braie.

With only nls interprebers and iRrtine, Gatewood entered The hostlile
canp, After ail the Indians had been seated, Geroniuo announced that they
were there to listen togGen. MNiles!' wessagz. Bluntly Gatewood delivered
i1t; M"Survender, and yoﬁ will be sent with your femilies %o Fiorida, bthere
to await the decision of the President as to your final disposition, Accept
these terms or fight it out to the bitter end.” The hostiles soon made
apoarent their desive to surrender, but not on the teraus offered 5y Miles.

If they could go bagk to thelr neople at San Carlos, salé Geronimo, bthey



would make peace on the spob., After much discussion and argument, Geroninmo,
with an a2ir of finelity, said, "Take us to the reservation--or fight." Hers
Gatewood denlt an unexpected blow to the two chiefs, A#11 of the Criricahuas,
he told them, were being removed from San Cariocs fo Florida--even the mosiher
and dzughter of Hachez, If the renegades went back to the reservation,

they would be living alcone amld bands of Apaches hostile to the Chiricanuss.
This revelation sunt the Indians inst¢ & cane~brake for consultation. uwhen
they returned, Geronimo and Nachez asiked many questicns abous Gen, Flles--
his age, size, appearance, character, honesty, ebte. Finally, as the day

-

drew to a close, Geroniao said, Mlz want your advice, Consider yourselfl
not a white men but one of us; remember all that has been salid voday and
tell us whet we shovid do.” "Trust Genersl ¥iles and surrender to him,"
replied Gatewood with enphusis.

Geronimo prouised to hold a council fiat night and give Gatewood his
ansvWer the rext day. The Lieutenont retuwned to nis camp and, wita Lawton
and Vood, anxiousiy awalted the outcome of the deliberations in the hostile
camp.

The next morning Geroniac and lachez toid Gatewood that they would
take their peoplz2 and surrender o Gen, .l2s, On the way, however, they
must be permiifted to keep theilr arus; Lawton's command aust go aleng 1o
protect them from other troons; and Gatewood must travel with the hostlles

and sleep in their camp. To these conditions Gatewood and Lawion asscnted,
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4 courier was dispatched to Miles and the procession started north
39

irmmediately.

The Surrender at Skeleton Csnvon

When Miles learncd of Geronimo's desire to confer with him psrscnully,
he grew very reluctant, directing that insfead the hostlles surrender to
Capt, lawton. Lawbon sent several more messagas making it plain that
Geronimo insisted on tallking with the CGeneral and with nc one else, Jiiles
then demanded some evidence of good faith, and CGeroniio sent his own brother
to Fort Bowle to act as hostage. This convinced Hiies. Accompanled by his
aide and a cavalry escort, he 1eft Fort Bowle on September 2 and headed
south to meet the cavaleade of Apaches. On the next evening he reached
Lawton's canp at Skeleton Canyon, sixty-five miles soubheast of Fort

"o

Bowie,

39. Charles B. Gatewood, "The Surrender of Geronimo," Arizona
Historical Review, WVol. IV, ¥o. 1 (April, 1931). pp. 34-44. Conflicting
versions of the hostile Burrender &re given vy Lawton in Heport of the
Secretary of ¥War, 1836, pp, 176-181; by Wood in Miles, Fersonal Recollectlons,
»p. *506-51T; and by Miles In ibid., pp. 51%9-325. It seems probable that
Miles deliberately minimized Gatewocod's role in the surrender. Lawbton,
Piles! protege and an advocate of the use of regular troops agalnst the
hostiles, got riost orf fthe credit and a progobion btesides, He later rose
to the renk of brigadier general and was killed in the Fhillppilies 1.

18%9. Gatewood, Crook's protege and an advocate of the use cof Apache

scouts, received almost no recognition, Injured in a dynamite explosion,

he was retired on the half-pay of a first lleutenant., For Gatewood's case
see Davis, Truth Abous Gerouigg, Pp. 226-230; and Agton Yazzanovich, Trailing
Geronime, 3rd =d. (Hollywood, 1931), pp. 259-313. Official correspondence
covering the period of Miles! command 1s published in House Bxecubive Docu-
ments, 49th Cong., 2und sess,, Mo, 117,

4o, w#iles, Personal Recollections, pp. 519-52C. Miles' attitude may
have been motivated in part by his precccupation wlth ihe impending removal
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Geronimo imiedistely appeared and was intreduced to lles., The Apache
regarded the General for awhile, then turned to Lt. Gatewood and smiled.
"Good, you told the truth," he said. Hiles repeafed to Geronimo the con-
difions under which the hostlie surrender would be zccepted. He explained
that the renegedes would be token, with thelr faailies, out of Arizona,
Thereafter, their faste would rest in the hands of the President. Geronino
assented to thesz bterms, and the next morning brought in his band and for-
mally surrendered. Hachez, however, wWas 8till in the mowntains, He was
mourning his brother, wio had gone back into #exico in ssarch of stray
horses and was thought to have been ¥llled by liexicans. Gatewood, ac-
compenied by two interpreters and two scouts, went witn Geronimo to lachez's
camp and persuaded hia to cone in and talk to Hiles, HNaghez, too, was

I
nleased with the General and vromptly surrendersd his band. !

———— -—

(cont.} of the reservation Chiricahuas to Floricda. At any rate, 1t
was apparently only after these Indians had been plizced under ailitary
guard on Aug. 25 that he sevrliously ccnsidered a personal interview with
the hostile leaders,

41, Catewood, "Surrender of Geronimo," pp. 42-45. iiles, Persoral

Recollecilions, pp. 520525, dlles makes no mentlon of Gatewood's Tole in
persuadin@hNéchez to surrender. According to Miles, he staged a demonstra-
tlon of the heliograph for Geronlmo. He sent a zessage on this instrumsnt
to Geronimo's brother a2t Fort Dowle and recelved a prowpt reply. Geronlao
was s¢ lopressed by the mysterious device that he sent one of his warriors
to bring Nachez in. Geronimeo's version of the 3keleton Canyon conference
is given in S. i, Barret, ed., Geronimo's Story of his Life (New York,
1906), pp. 1H4-147,
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Miles was anxlous 50 return %o Fort Bowie. Escorted by a troop of
davalry, he left Skeleton Canyon on the morning of Seplember 5 and reached
the fort that night. Vhen nearing the post, Geronlio looled at the Chiri-
cahua Mountains and remarked, "This is the fourth time I have surrendered.”
Miles replied, covrectly as it turned out, "And I think it is the last
time you will evar have oceassion to surrender."” Three days later Lawton
reached Fort Bowie with the rest of the Indlans. #iles had azlready thrown
a cordon of troops around the Bowle wmilitary reservation in order to protect
Geronime and Hachez from the civil suthorities, and ne was anxious teo be
rid¢ of hls charges for good. Soldiers speedily disarazed and dismounted
the renegades. On scptexsper 8, 1886, the prisoners were all assesbled,
Escorted by Lawton's command, they left for Bowie Station to be loaded on
a train and sent to Florida, As the procession moved out of the post, the
regimental banc of tiie Fourth Cavalry formed on the Fort Bouwle parade

ground and, with the streins of "Auld Lang Syne,” said farewell once and

bp
for all to Geronino.

42, Ibid., p. 527.
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EPILOGUE

Geronlmo and Hachez had surrendered, but the netion had by no means
heard the last of the Chiricahuas, HNeither had Gen. Miles, President
Cleveland, elated by the successful oubcone of the campaign, wired Hiles
to hold the renegades at Forl{ Bowile until they could be turned over fo
civil authorities For criminal triasl, rfilles was now in an embarrassing
position, He had to explaln Lo the Presldens that, lilke Crool, he had nov
ohtained unconditional surrender. Certain terns had been granted. lMore-
gver, the prisoners were no longer at Fort Bowle bul already speeding fo-
wards Florida. The Presideont prouptly ordered them stopned and detained
at San Antonic, Texas, while he tried to find out from Miles exactly what
had been promisged the Indiens in return for thelr surrender., [Niles evaded
the issue and wrote wordy dispatches that sald little. After a month of
tiresome correspondence, the Presldent decided that the terms weve such
that the renegades could not houorably be turned over to civil authoritiles
for trial. He therefore directed that they resuue their Journey to Florida.l

There were many aspects of the confinement of the Chiricabuas in Florlda
that aroused the indignation of orgenizations dedlcated teo securing justice
to the Indian. They pointed out that iiles' zctioa in taking the friendly
Chiricahuas from thelr mountain homes to whealthy captivity in Florida was

bad enough., But to subject the men who had servad Crook loyally as scoutbs

1. Report of the Secretary of War, 1385, pp. 12-15, 144-146,
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to the same treatinent was worse yet. IMorecover, even Kayitah and Martine,
who at #iles'! behest had gone with Gatewcod to persuade Geroniwo to sur-
render, had alse been sent to Florida, #&iles had pronised Geroniso and

Nachez that they would be sent with thelr famili:s ocubt of the Southwest.

Yet the warriors were couflined at Fort Pickens and the woien and children
at Fort Marion. Finolly, removed from ctheir naturgl habitst, bthe dpaches
began Cying in aiaraing nmibers.

In Gern, Crool and Gen. 0, ¢, Howzrd, who had made pedce with Cochise
in 1372, the friends of the Indian found powerful mlliez. Crook, especially,
made many speeches, uwroie pauphlsts, and valled with congressaen and senators
in an atteapt to dramstize the plizht of the Chirieszhuas and the injustice
done them. The campaign naturally arcused heabt:d opposition from Gen. Hiles
and his supporters, and a vioient controversy raged that abated only slichily
when Crook died in 1590, levertheless, largely a2s a result of the activi-
ties eof Crook, Howa:d, and ke Indian Rights Association, the men at Fort
Pickens were united with theilr families in 1007. A year later they wers
sel.t to Mount Vernon Barracks, Alabens, and joined the rest of the Chiri-
cahuas, who had already been moved 0 $this more healthful location. AL
last, in 1834 the entire tribe was moved, over the vigorous ohjections of
iiles and the western press, to Fort Sill, Oklahoma. Here Ceronimo éiled
on Pebruary 17, 1509. In 1613, 137 Chiricahuas were permitted to transfer

to the Mesczlero Roigervation in Now fziico. The rest chose to remsin at
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Fort Sill, where the remnant of the trihe lives todav.2

Geroniio and Hachez were not the last of the renegade leaders Lo sur-
rendaer. iangas, vith twoe men and eight wonen and children, had separatad
from Gevonime in Augast, 1880, and was thercfore not present at the Skele-
ton Canyon meeting. In early Cctober, 1886, these Indians stole a herd
of rules from a ranca in Chihuahua menaged by Britton Davis, who had re-
signed fron the Army afler Crookls first campaign of 1805, Davis tele-
graphed iiles at Fort Apzche of the route the Indians were taiing. ililes
dispatched a troop of the Tenth Cavairy under Capt. Cheries L. Cooper to
head them off, Cooper zaptiured Mngas and took nim and his neopie vo Fort
Apache, from whlch They were quickly shipped to Florida to Join their
brethren.3

Th2 surrender of Geroniuio, for all pracbical purposes, ended the
Apache wars and, excepl for the Sioux outbyeak of 109C, the Indian wars
of the West. 1o longer wepre the frontler forts to piay a significant

role in western hislory. (Ruay of them, in fact, were abandonsd within a

decade. Fort Bowlie was no exception., It had ocutlived its ugefulness and

2. A good resume of the controversgy over the Chirieshua prisonsrs
is given in Schmibtt, Genera. Ceorge Crook, pp. 202-30G, The conplete
datails of the dispuic, uuQcL;L“ T!th pcwt;nenu corirespondence covering
the surrender, were nudlished in Senate Ixccutive Decunments, BSth Cong.,
2nd sess., Ko, 117. BSee alsgo Hs*b rt ¥elsh, The finache Priscners at
Fort Marion, St, Aujustire, Fiorida {Indian Rights hssociatlon, 1007
?eporb GF the Gomaiasiomer of Tnoian Affairs, 1513, p. 34; 1014, op.

56-57.

3. Davis, Truth About Gevonimo, pp. 231-232. Report of the Secre-
tary of War, 1300, p. 15; 1007, p. 158,




its remaining years were largely anbiclimaetic. The garrison devobed it-
self to rounding up 2 few Apaches who occasionally strayed from Sa2n Carlos
and in investigating veporss of Indian depredations. In 1837, 1C35E, and
1839, Gen. Hiles and his successor, Col. B. H. Grierson, conducted maneu-
vers designed to give the troops in the Department of Arizona continuing
Tield experience, For the men at Fort Bowle, ths mock wars relieved the
tedium of gerrison life, Under Brig. Gen. Alexander HeCcok, who replaced
Grierson, the pancuvers ware omit%ed.LL

Fort Bowie would propably have been abolished several years earlier
than it was had nob several gn@ll gangs of Apache outlaws taiken refuge in
the rugged mecuntalins of southeastern Arizona, Notgbles ameng the renegades
was the Apache Kid, whouw patrols from Port Bowie sought withoub success
for six years. These patrols sceumed to have little restraining effect on
the activities of the outlaws, and in 1693 Gen. Ielfook concluded that
Port Bowie, too, cught to be ahandoned. Although hisz recommendations siere
favorabiy received at the Var Department, the heated opposition of Arizona
citlzens and officlalis put off the final decision for a year., (n Octover 17,
1894, however, Troops B and L, Second Cavalry, evacuated the fort and marched

out of Apache Pass. The ailifary reservation was turned over to bhe Inbterior

A

Department and the land auctioned off to ranchers.
In subsequent years local residents cannibalized the bulldings of the

fort for construction materials, Zresion set in, axd before long the post

Y. Murray, History of Fort Bowie, pp. 236-260. Miles, Personal
Recollections, pp. H37-54l,

5. Murray, Historr of Fort Powie, po. 260-302,
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had fallen into ruins. These ruins today stand as a monument to the Emert-
can soldler who for over twenty ycars endured the hardships and dangers of
campaigns that rank awong the most arduous in nilitary history. ut the
rulns also stand as a monument to the Chiricahua Apache Indian, Hith nis
unigue blend of fighting qualilies and unsurpassed masvery of gueriila
tactics, he successfully defended his homeland zgainst Spaniarcs, MHexlcans,

and Americans for two centuries. And in the end he succunbed only when

his own klndred woere ..obllized against him.
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Pnoto No. 1

Yort Bowie in 1885, Looking south with Bowle Mountain in the

background,

Tentative 1dentiftication of bulldings based on plan on Plate 5.
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Fhoto taken by Lt. Charles B, Catewood - 1885







Phicto No, 2

Fert Bowie In 1§35,

View approximately the seme z# in Fhotc No, 1,

Looking scutheast with lower slopes of Bowle Mountalr showling in

upper right corner,

The ruins today are much the sime,

Tentative identification of ruins based on plan ¢n Plate 5,
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Ehoto Mo. 3 - Panereme of Fort Bowle and vicinity leoking stuth.
Rough ingdlcation of proposed boundariea shown.
Arnoerger, 1957.

Fhoto Ho. 4 - Panarama of Fort Bowle and vieinity looking west
and showing rough Indlcation of propuszed boundarles.
hrnberger, 1957,




Photo No. 5 - Looklng east from the fori. San Simon Valley
in the middie distance. Tne mounialins In the
background are in New Mexico. The Butteriieli
Stage came through this valley to Apache rass.

Arnberger, 1957,

Photo Ho. & - Ruins ¢f eavalry barracks. View is of the
interior fuce of the west wall,
Helen's Lome is in the background,

Arnberger, 1957.







Photo No. 7 - Standing wall of the Hospital Stewards Quarters
showing typiecal construction. Stcone foundation,
adobe walls and exterior plaster.

MeColm and Benson in photo.
Arnberger, 1957.
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Photo No. 8 - Substantial walls remaining from a building
believed to be the Post Tragders,
Arnberger, 1957.

Photo No. 9 - Walis of the old corrais. The hill in the
bactground is Jjust north of and ismedliately
adjacent to the fort., It 1s on private land
and was excluded from the area proposed in
1939, Tnls report recomuends acquisliticn
of the property.

Arnberger, 14%57.







Phote No. 1Q¢ -~ Lew adobe walls are all that remzain
£ the first fort built in 1862, Left
to right Messrs, Benson, Scoit, Melilm,
Welker, Bowen and Reed.
Arpperger, 1957.

Photo No, 11 - Bpring located just west of the fort suned
by Mr., A. L. Stansberry and showing present
use, Tnis 1s the spring which served the
Butterfield Stage Sitabion anid figured so
prominently in the early hilstory of BApache
Pass.

Arnberger, 1957,







Photo Neo. 12 - Reservolr located above the fort on the

lower slopes of Bowle Mountain showlng rock
construction and plaster {inish.

Photo by Hugh #M. Miller, 1953.
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Lawton's Pursuit of Geronlmo
by
Frederick Remington




Hatchez and Geronimo
at
Fort Bowlie
September, 1886







