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Part I 

APACI-:E PJtSS 

From 1862 until 1894 Fort Bowie served as a key o~tpost 1n the U. S. 

Army's grueli!"'.g campa.tgns against the Chiricahua Apache Ind!an. As the 

base of operat1on3 t:..~om which Gen. George Crook and, later, Gen. Nelson 

A. f·11les launched the exre:"::!..ticns that brought atout the finz.l Cllrrender 

of the noto:-tous G,;ronimo) Port Bouie attained its greatest his";(•:rical 

significance. Even before the Geronimo war, hcHever, it bad played a 

leading t•ole 1~1 ad·.rancing the southwestern frontier. As guardian of Apaohe 

Pass, it had performed sign&l service tn proteC'.ting n111tary ar;.d civili?..n 

t::.~affic using th1.s h'!.:::/~:):'ic passageway throu{;h the CMricahua ~lvunt-.:=>in.s 

For years, Apache Pass had been a cemetery filled with r1.,;.de monuments 

to pioneer courage and Apa~he savdge~~. After the soldiers ca~e to build 

Fort Bowie, travelers croesing the mou..,."'ltains enjoyed a secnrit~.r that con­

trasted sta::kly with the ar,pr(~he::"lf>i(.)n that grtppNl t)-~ose who had preceded 

them. 

It 1s these stories--the conquest of the Apaches and the milita~ 

protection of overland travel--that the ruins of Fort Dot<Jie today vividly 

recall. But they also recall another stOI'Y--the ever.t.ful story of Apache 

Pass before the soldters arrived. The very decision to build a fcrt in 

Apache Pass is an indication of the significance the pass had already 

acquirej. Along its rocky slopes lay one of the few feasible ro'..ll;ez 

through the Southwest to California. Although the grada was steep and 

tortuous, and Apaches usually lurked on the heights. this route had 
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advantages not found elsewhere. Hot only did Apache Pass admit a trail 

that was the shortest route from the Ric Grande to Tucson, but it afforded 

water 1n a cour.try that boasted few water holes. 

':'he Apache P2S3 Springs figure prominently ..:.n the accounts of ne~.rly 

all of the early travelers through the pass. The springs seem also to 

have made the pass a favc:r'ite rendezvous of Apaches before the appearance 

of the white man. Lt~ Jo~n G. Parke, crossing the Chtricahua r.~o:.:ntains in 

1854-, noted. t~.._,e l?.rge m;ra':>er of \>Jell-defined 1~"-.t~n trails radi«.tir.g from 

the springs.l 

'fhe Chir!.cahua Mou:;t.:l; ~.ns had been the domain of the Chiricah'.la Apaches 

~ince Spanish colontal c".<'JS, and it seems reas'.mable to infer '.;hat the 

Sp8r~:t?.rds ve!'e net long in f3reil1.arizir.g themselve:-:i with Ap3che Pass and 

its springs. The Sp,nish fro::ltiE·r, moving north frcm Chihuahua and Sono:r.•a 

in the late seventeenth cen'.;nry, prr:t,iptJ.y collided with ~:he Apa~hes, moving 

south at the same ~1.me. &gin.;ir.g :\.n 1693, Sp..:,ni::;!J. officials so<m found 

it advisable to dispatch punHive expeditions against the Apaches in the 

Chiricahua Mour~tains. Some of these columns, at one time or another, 

probably found t:.em3elves in Apache Pass and, per~aps, even. cam!Jed at 

Apa~he Sp;c'inc;a. Speculative as this m:~.y b::, it is certain that by 1780 

the Spanish loew of Apache Pass. T~1ey called it h:..ert'J del DaUo 1 a term 

whose me2ning is somewhat obscure. In that year, Capt, Don Jo!Seph Antonio 

1. Parke 1 s report, August 22. 1854, in ~cJS}~~ilroad Surveyss 
YoL II. p. 10. 
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de V11dosola, campaigning against 11 the enemies of the frontiers, 11 bivou-

acked vn the upper San Pedro R~ver. On November 9, he recorded in his 

journal tbE.t he had 

detached Lieutenant Don Pablo ROJilcro with an 
ensJ.sn and fifty men •• ~ to examine La Tinaja 
CrJl-'Jrada, and its h'!.lls, and to go at night to 
La Canada de San Borja, at the :ris8 of the Sierra 
dE:· Gh~.:c-ir.·;~~~'-i /Ghiricahu:J. i·!onFta in;;7, alor.g tr.e 
He!-;tercl pa1•t arid return throut;h Pue·rto C.el Dado 
as far as s~n Simon. On his fo~ay he w2s to 
::;i,:::•ive a.;; he held fit to acqu1t h·:.s obligation, 
fer the punis':lr.tent cf our ener.:;y .s:~.:i t.he glcry 
cf the army ct our C&t~olic kiP~ ••• 

Lt. Romero joined his capi;;'\in four days later at the appo-:nted pJ.ece. 

Ee had encountered no Ind::.ans, but had fcund a cache of Apache s:~pplies 

and t::c;uipmen-l,;, which his men appropriated~ 2 Vildo.scJ.a 1 s reference to 

Apache Pass--Puerto C.el Ds.do--wtt:'l nc other 1der:t'!.fication or elebora-

tion, sugge~ts the cor-.clust':'!:'. that t,~e pass was net an unknc:wn geo-

graphic featu.:t'e before 17800 A;:, the Spa!1:L~h. :'::>·)~-:.tier Peceded, ho1;,·cver, 

Apache Pa3s, and indeed tt,e whole of '.;he Chiricc.hu.a r,;ountain range~ seems 

to have been left to the un:lh:turbed enjoyment or the Ap2oches for half a 

century. 

Indians and Span:l.ards had long knmm of Apache PMss Hhen the r~Iexican 

War broke out. But A.rnericans appear to have had no knm..rlejge of it~ and 

almost no kno~.trledge Qf the country south of the Gila River. ~1isr;ouri 

2. 
(Norman, 

Alfred B. Thorr.as, ed.,. Forgot;~~en_ Ji'£_ontiers 
1932i' pp, 208-209. 
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traders arriving in New t~lextco over the Santa Fe Trail had penetrated 

the lower Rio Grande country and traded with settlements in Chthuahua, 

but they had no reason to explore the unknown territory west of the 

river. American fur trappers journeyed down the Gila in 1826, and in 

subsequent yea::-os an occasional trapper may have fou:'.d his way through 

Apache Pass. But; ~h.:: m~u·.;t·atn men were not noi;cd for beques.thir.g records 

of travel to future hi~torians. It remained for the f'!exican l•lf..r to ac­

q"Llaint Ame:>.~icans w"!..th the country south of the Gila~ 

The war and its afterr.1ath clothed this region 1orith vast signift­

canceQ By the Treaty of GG.adalupe Hidalgo, whi0h ended the conflict;, 

the United St:o.tes acq>..::i·::-~d New ;vrexico and Caltforn!ao ~he Oregon bcun­

ary diSP'Jte had t·~en sett;led in 18460 The Pacific Co~st beca:ne a unity, 

but also an island of Americans separated fl'Om. their ea$tern brethren by 

a great expanse of almost uninhabited m.o\!ntain, prairie, and d~Sel't~ Dis­

covery of g()ld in Caltfol:'nia in 18L:-C not only in,,oite-:1 a wave of migration 

over this wild<:rr:,ees a-rca, but also m8.de imperati•Te a tl'ansportation and 

co~~u_~ication li~k between east and west. The gold-fever coincided with 

the railroad fever~ Stimulated by a policy of granting public lands to 

the states in order to encoc.rage railroad coustru.~tion, a network of rails 

spread from the Atlantic Coast to the ;.assissippi River in the decade fol­

lowtng the K~xican \·!ar. At the same time, sentiment for a railroad to the 

Pac\fic inten&ified, and the merits of the pr~pOSP.d routes were hotly de­

bated in and out of Congress. Aaong: the n1ost vigorously espoused was the 

southe-rn route. The slave state&, bitterly divided over which city should 
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be the eastern terminus, were as one in championing a route across the 

Southwest to California. In aCC1tion to promising favorable climate 

throughout the year, such a route would be advantageous for fulfilling 

the treaty conunitment to protect the r·~exicans from incursions of American 

Indians. Moreover, as Southerners quickly pointed out, this route was 

strongly recommenhd by 1'-uch army officers as Philip St. George Cooke and 

Randolph B .. JV'~rcy, who had cattpaigncd in the Southwest durir.g and after 

the f'.~xican War. There was but one C.rawbaclt. The only feasible path 

for a southern railroad lay through the country below the Gila, and in 

the peace settlement i.'lexico had rel;atned this tract of land~3 

In f:!exico City, American diplomats encountered a decided reluctance 

to part with more Nexican territory. Another assault on ;~·lexica's domain 

by her northern neighbor would be difficult for i·'lexican national pr!.de 

to withstand. The United States. however, held the high cards, for Santa 

Anna 1s shaky regime desper-ately needed mone~r~ H~th this knmrledge, Presi-

dent Franl::lin Pierce diS;'?·,~~hed James Gadsden to :'iexico City to open nego-

tiations with rr.exican officials for the purchase of the strategic territory 

on their northern frontier. On December 30, 1853. the r~dsden Treaty was 

signed in the Mexican capital. Its terms embraced three offers by r~xico. 

After much acrimonious debat.:: in i•Ja$h1ngton, the third was eventually 

chosena With ratification of the tr·eaty in the summer of 1854, the United 

States bought the country below the Gila for ten million dollars.4 It thus 

bought the southern railroad route and, incidentally, a land believed to be 

3. Paul N. Garber, The Gadsden Treaty (Philadelphia, 
1923), pp. 19-20. 

4. Ibid., pp. 64-108. 
of Arizona (Phoenix, 1919), 

Will H. Robinson, 
pp. 103-104. 
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rich in minerals. The gateway to the newly acquired territory was Apache 

Pass. 

American R~plorers in Apache Pass 

During the five years before the signing of the Gadsden Treaty, 

American explorers and emigrants had traversed the country later in~ 

eluded in the Gad::;den Pur'c.'lase. And in the years following the purchase, 

tratfic grew steadily more Censlil:. i-Iilitary explorers, bound3ry commis­

sioners, rsilroad surveyors, and California-bound gold seekers travelled 

through the country. B:my explorers and eT!"l.igrants undoubtedly threaded 

their way through Apache Pas~ ~n the early 185D 1s. Few left a record of 

their journey, and th:>-3C uho did for the most part failed to identify 

their rcute with muci.1 precision. At least t'<ro Ar.lerican officials, how­

ever, were in or near Apache Pass during these y.::ars. 

John R. Bartlett, the American member of the joint bot.:.nC.ary com:nis­

ston, explored the Chiricahua. nountains in Sept,J::J.ber, 1851. and almost 

certainly used. Apache Pass to cross the mountain~. Bartlett had left 

the Santa Rita copper mines on August 27 with an i:npressively equipped 

company of fifty-seven persons. At Ojo de Vaca, he turned v1est on the 

trail o.f his Nexican count13!rpart, Gen. Pedro Garcia Cond~. who kept send­

ing back word that he had moved on to the west in search of good water. 

The Bartlett party crossed the Pdoncillo ;:rountatns and the San Simon 

Valley, then struck northHest along the eastern tas0 of the Chiricahua 

!Ylountains. Early in the afternoon of Scptenber 4, the column turned 

sharply to the left and, entering a narrow defile, wor1:ed up to a 
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• mountain valley that Bartlett compared to an ampitheater. Men spread 

out in all directions searching for water. Following a trail up a 

ravine, one of the men soon discovered 11a spring and fine pool of 

crystal water. 11 The animals were driven to this spring, and the party 

ma0.e camp nearby. This site, sa!d Bartlett, was 11 the mcst eligible 

camping g:;:-ound t·ie had yet met with. 11 

Break:1.:ng onm.p next mcrning, Bartlett and his entourage entl;)red 

the pass through ·the mountains. In his journal, the boundary commis-

stoner recorded that the m;)un't;ains here were 11more difficult to pass 

tlmn any we had encounter·ed before, consist in.; as they did of co;1.ttn-

uous hills, wh!:.!h requ'lred much care on the part of our teamsters; yet 

wtth locking wheels two or three times, and a little assistance by hand, 

we soon get through. The le:-sth c,f the pass, with all the sinuosities 

of our route. did not exceed thrr;;e mtles. 11 E:.18!'@;ing on the other side 

of the pa::;s, the pa1~ty saw f:ipread out below the Sulph111' Springs Valley 

rimned on the horizon by ti.1e Drcgoo:~. Nountains. Descending to the plain, 

' Bartlett and his men went en to join G-en. Co!!.de and experience m')re 

adventu!'GS.5 
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Although Bartlett l0ft some doubt about whether he used A~lche 

Pass to transit the Chiricahu:: f.jountains. Lt. John G. Park'3, Cvr::_)S 

of Topographical Engineers, left none "Nhatever. ~h~ princ· .pel t1ot1ve 

in concluding the C~dsden Treaty had been to secure a south)tn route 

for the Pacific E.; ilrcada A month and a half before "t-he Oac sden Treaty 

was signed, and ove'.:' seve::t months before rat~.f~.cation, Secretary of l;lar 

Jefferson Davis coruntss:toned Lt. Parke to survey a r&ilrce:d route along 

the thirty-sec·~nd parallel :::-or:t the Pima villr.c;~s, on th·:: Glla, to El 

Paso~ Texe.s. Egcort2d by a detach.rw:mt of the .'First D.t:£tgoons u.J.der Lt~ 

George Stonerr.an, Par%e left the Pima village& ~c, ~'ebruary 16, 1854-~ 

Cross.tng the SuJ.ph-:.r f.:·.)::·-;.ngs Valle~r on Februa;:-y 28 1 he could see in 

the distance the Ch1ricahua Eou.Dta"l.:(:.S, with Apa;,:,he I·ass--Pue:r>to del 

Dado he called it--a 11very invittngu gap 11 lying directly on our cvurse. 11 

~opping: the crest of the pass at 1 p, mQ on L'.arch l, Parke's men 

and animals bad but one ob;e::.:tl';e--to find wate::-~ They were delayed 

at the summit, hnwever, b~, thP. appearance of several A;;aches at the 

rear of the colu~n. Some soldiers approached the Indians, who gre~ted 

them wt th 11mur:.hos amigos. n A short parley revealed the pea~eable dispo­

sition of the savages, and the t:-:>oops des..::ended the pass, experiencing 

much the ~arne difficulty in negotiating the rugged slcpe with wagons 

as haj_ Bartlett three years before~ After fifty-five waterlesa miles, 

Parke a?:.d his men were over~:oyed to find, 2.3 miles from the sumnit, 

the springs that made Apache Pass so important. 
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Five hundred yards from the springs, in a 11 sm2ll triangular valley 

with an abundance of grass and wood, 11 Parke made camp. n~.rch 2 proved 

to be a cold and windy day. and the party rer.2tned in canp near the 

spring. Throughout the day, Indians came and went, some to beg and 

others to sell mules. Nten the pool of water at the spring began to 

give out, the Apaches g'.i..ided Pa1•te to another spring in a nearby valley. 

On ;.rarch 3, the expedition brcke camp and, follo..ri:ng a tortuou.:; ravine 

dmm the mounta'!.~, entered the San ,Simon Valley. 

At the concl1.1sion o:.' his survey. Lt .. Par1:e submitted his re~0m• 

mendations to Secretary -:::f Har Davis. Had they been follcwed, the 

Sml't~hern Pacific RailroBd toC.ay uould probably go t:r.rough Apache PassQ 

The following year, however~ Parke retraced his journey and recomrn.ended 

certain deviations in the rotlte proposed in 189t. The llGH survey, he 

reported, resulted in a number of il1portant i;r;pro·rements~ 11not the 

least of wi1ich is the avoiding of the Puerto del Dado of the Chiricahui 

[SiiJ M::mntatn:::~ This ridge can be turned at its northern end by pass­

ing through a b1•ealc or gap bet11een it and .IVloa .. YJ.t Graham~ 11 This gJp, which 

the Southern Pacific Railroad used when its rails penetrated t~e region 

in 1881, was five hu..11.dred feet lower than Apache FaGs, and the grade much 

less difficult. The Gap later became lrX!..otm as 11 Parke 1 s R2ilroad Pas.s, 11 

c 
or simply 11Railro.:>.d P3ss, 110 

6. Parkets first report is in £'.£.~Hie RaJ~9-~eQorts, Vol. II. 
His second report is in Thid., Vol. \'III, Pt. I'I. Hl.s map, tracing the 
routes of both surveys, rs-10 ~·· Vol. IX 
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The California gold rt~sh brought thousands of emigrants over the 

southern route to the Pacific. Beginning in 1848 from the ~exican 

States, and in 1849 from the United States, the Argonauts ~~de their 

way across southern Arizona (then pert of the l:exican state of Sonora), 

dmm the G!:.a to the Yuma crossing of the Colorado, and thence to the 

gold fields. According to Bancroft, the number of emigrants usfng the 

sot:thern route before 18Sl has :probably been over-c-stima.teC. at 60,000.7 

Nevertheless. the m-tgration was a rna~sive one, and it grew during the 

1850 1 s until several well--defined trails were ·,;vrn into the deserts and 

mount!?! ins so1.1th of the G:!.J.a. 

Apache Pass was a strategic point on one of three trails across 

this reg~on, but during the e8.rly years of the :nigration seems to have 

been 1 tttle used. The nost popular route W8 s the CooJ(e wagon road.~ 

Blazed by the n .. rnon Battalion under Lto Col. Ph.ilip Sto George Cooke 

in 184-6~4·?, this trail avclc:ed the direct route over the Chiricahua 

Hountainso !ns~;ead, it made a wide detour to the south of the m::nmtains, 

struck the upper San Pedro River in mOdP.rn Sonora, descer.ded that stream, 

turned west to Tucson, the;.cce to the Gila and on to California .. Cooke 

had wished to go directly vrest fr·::>m the Rio Grande to the Gila, but 

7, H. H. 
1530-lSBS (San 

Ba nc ro ft , 11:-:L s t ~~'-;o~f'-lA~r~i~z~o~na""--"a~n~d'-"N~e~w:._oi·~Ie~x~i~c~o~, 
Francisco ,18b9 i.- p. 436'. 
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his guides, unfamiliar with the country, dissuaded him. 8 The second 

trail, less suitable fer wagcns, followed the route taken by Gen. Stephen 

w. Kearny down the Gila to California in 184-6. A fe:.J ve::1turcwme parties 

shortened Cooke's route by turning west from the Rio Grande, crossing the 

Peloncillo a~;.j Ghiriaahua J.1ountains, and joinir..g Cooke Is wagon road on 

the San Pedro. ft. p~rty c:.-:·ganized in New Orleans in 18t~8 by Dr~ 0. ~I. 

i~ozencraft, who later becaoe a promtr,.ent c 1 vic leader 1:1 San l''I'C!nc isco • 

is said to have been the first gr·:mp of emig:ra::Yt:J to use this route. 

This group wen;; tlwough Apache Pass.9 One other par"Gy, though conceiv-

ably the same one, is mer:.-~i~::ied as following this cut-off in 18l+9. For 

the most part, hm·<ever, emigrants seemed little disposed to deviate from 

the trails descri0ed in the journ-'31S of Cooke ond H. H, Emory, Kearny's 

recorder--especially to strike out a~ross the unYJlown and perhaps water­

less expanse between the R~o Grande and 1he San Pedro.10 

8. Ralph L Bi~b~:..~ ~ ed,, Cooke 1 s Journal in ~_p~~.£1.£. 
So1_1.thwc f;tern Tra 11 o:;, lSLLLl~- 5'+ (8outt.we8t His:>orical Series, 
GTe~ndaie.l5tfi}.VOl.Vi"T,"v£p. 105-107 .. 

10. RaJph P. Bieber, 11 8outh·,.;estern Trails to Cco.lit',?rnia in 
1849, 11 Mississi;>pt Valley Eistorical Review, Vol. XIl, 
No. 3 (DeCe'ffiiJ"er;~ l§2-rrr;-pp~~3:t2.:'f.7·5:----
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The explorations of Bartlett and Parke dispelled much of the un-

certainty about the country between the Rio Grande and Tucson, and 

beginning in the m1d-l850 1s the route through Apache Pass car:1e mo:re and 

more into use. After the lone~ dry trek across the San Simon Valley. the 

promise of watei.~ at Apache Pass was a lure that pulled the emigrant on-

ward. At the saw,~ ti:1e~ ~;~;e Pass, stronghold Of the Apache~~ and a favorlte 

plac.e for ambush, had acq_ui~ed a sinister reputation that rrrt,\i;:;t have filled 

the aptroaching traveler w!th foreboding. 

Por the Jl.:p3ches, 1!1. contHJ.st to their friendly reception of Ps:rke, 

became incr&a:~ingly unp~edL:'~~•ble as travel g:~.•e~1 more heavy. J,:;!.,t'ge; well-

organized parl;:l.es u:-;ut.ll,:,r had little trouble, alth01JJh there were O<:ca-

sio:nal attempts t.o s'!ieal horses or ;y~ock. Sr.!all or ca.reless compa~ies. 

however, were not ahw.ys as fortJ;m'!te. At Apache Pass, the emtgrant 

trai~s encountered probai::ly the greatest de.r.:gi?'r of Indian attack 0:1. their 

entire t>Jestward ~o:.:trney. Accr:r1i~·.g to one au.thot>il.;y, n!n the vicinity of 

Apache Pa8s, bones of slc.-.1.::: r..:~ttle paralleled the ro"ld for mi:es. and 

little clumps of human graves were in sight f:!:'c,m any point. ull An army 

officer later recalJEd how, en route to FoX"t B':..J.chanan 1.'1 1858, he had 

passed t.hrough Apache Pass and observed 11numerous stone heaps that marked 

v:here t!J.e members of an enig;~8r..t party had but a short time before been 

cruelly mur·de:>:>ed by the cowardly Chir~cahuas. n12 

11. McClintock, Arizona, pp. 85-86 

12o B.JQDG Irwin, 11The Apache P:;;.ss Fight. 11 The Inf'antrz 
Journal, Vol. XXXII, }io, 4 (April, 1928 i, p, 370. 
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T.1e emigrants had t:::> defend themselves as best they could, for there 

was little hope of military assistance. Not until 1856 did t.}"J.e United 

States permane!'ltly station troops in the area cf tl1e Gadsden P·.ll'c.r.ase. 

In that year four ccmpanies of the First Dragoons arrived in Tucson. 

The follo1o.r1ng year they built and garrisoned Fort Buchanan, on Sono:ita 

Creek about twec::~;.,r-r'!ve miles east of Tuba~. These troops occa:;lor .. qlly 

sldrnished \\tth Apaches, but the force was h9.:>dJ.y large enGi..l.,Zh t0 p8.c.ify 

the entire GaC.sd0n Purcha.:;e cr to afford much prot,ection to emigr'ants, 13 

Although the F~de:.."al G:Jvernment offered but litt::J.e protection to 

travelers, it dtd l~unr.h a~·:. anbittous progt'?.m of improving old and butld-

ing new we.gon roads ·co t;he Pacific. Pursuant to a law enacted by Con-

grt:ss in 1857, i:lte Depa:rt•nent of the l'J.t~;"rior establ~.tihed the PactfL3 

Hagen Road Office. James B~ Leach won the contract for constru0ti01g the 

ro3d betli/een El Pa~o and Fort Yw-.la, at; the mouth of the Gila. Instead 

of routing the road thro~;h ..t'iptl!~-....e Pass, Leach rem it north of the Chiri-

cahua Mcunta1ns through Fa.:"'b; 1s Railroad Pass, and by-passed Tucson 

altogether.l4 Although Leach later argued that his road saved the 

traveler ove:r forty mi3.es, it also traversed almost 200 miles 0f desert 

13. Report of the Secretary of liar, 1855, p. 3o Ban­
croft, ArizonJ and Neu i·,!exicr,, pp, 4-;6-497. Frank c. 1-:;,clc­
wood, 11Earlv"1IT1fta.ry----p;)S~{n Arizona, 11 A-rizom Historical 
Revie\·~· Vol~. II, l'Jo. 4 (January, 1930}, pp791-9z:--

14. ~J. Turrentine Jackson, ~·:agon Roads Hcst {Berkele~, 
1952), pp. 36, 161-173. 226. 
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wilderness. Emigrar..ts and freighte:-s alike chose instead the certainty 

of water and the danger of Apaches, and they continued to use the trail 

through Apache Pass to Tuas-:m.1 5 This route, in fact~ had also been 

chosen by the engineers of the Butterfield Overland Mail, whose lumber­

ing Concord coaches began operating through Apache Pass in October, 1858. 

:t:-,e Cverland £ill 

As e3~·ly as 1852, wbc;n ~ongress authortzed tile Pacific Rd.ili'oad 

Surveys, officisls in Kashi..ogtcn had clearly recognized that it would 

be many years before the ~2.:.J_road could be conpleted and put into opera-

tion. In the meantir.:e, the nation needed some form of overland mail and 

passenger service to the Pacific. 1!/ith this co:-:tt.cntion Congress did not 

argue. On the contrary, in ses8lon afte1• session it considered the matter. 

But ln each instance represe~ta~ives of North and South failed to agree 

on the specific route to be f'olJ 0iied. Finally. by leaving the selection 

of a rou:;e to tb.e Postm?.~te!' General, the issue vras resolved. On ,"f;arch 3, 

1857, Congress passed the Pos~ Office appropriation bill, which included 

an amendment autho.L'izing the establishment of overland man se;;:>vice be-

16 
tween the lfJississippi Rive:." s.nd San F'rancisco. 

------
15~ RQ P. and M. B. Conkl tng, The Butterfie1 d Overland r>ra 11, 

1877-1,~ (Glendale, 1947L Volo II,P~ 131. -

16. LeRoy R. Hafen, ~"!.e Overla11d I·:an, 1::V-1-9-1869 
(Cleveland, 1~26), Ch 3, o-:o. ':lirl't'her-.~heSQ{;.til.?ffiover1and 
Ma U and Stagecoach Line, 1857-1861, 11 N'ew Mexico Historical RevieN, 
Vol. XXUI, No. 2 (April, 1957), pp. 82-89. -· -----· 
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The Post;;taster General, a Virginian, chose a sout11ern route, with 

two eastern ter:;:ini--;lemphis and St. Louis. John Butterfield and his 

associatGs 1110:1 the contract. In September, 1358, coaches ::.eft San Fran-

cisco and t:1e railheaci tm.:n cf Tipton, l'.'lissour-:.., for the 2, 795 mile jour-

ney over the 11 o::-bow rou<;e, n a journey that Ccngress had declared must 

be cor:tpleted within twenty-f~ve dc.ys. For three :,~cars, the company oper-

ated over this route, and. l:-Jainto.ined a sci1edule co~fortably uithin the 

specif'!.ed tine lira·:t. Tl-;.erc are fc~-r r.:ore exciting phases of frontier 

history than the stc1~y of the Butterfield Overland i'·1ai1, and fe•I places 

along its route at h'hicil its story can be better told <;oC:ay than l'.pache 

Pass. 

Butterfieldls stace coaches vcre not the :Erst to use Apache Po.ss. 

\'!hen his engineers reached the pass, they fom· .. d a sta[;e line alreaCy in 

operation thcrea A :;]_Qil contract had bee:1 a~·JU:<:>d:;d to Ja,:leS :;;, Birch, 

also a biC.dcr for the overla:1d contract, for a stage line bet~·Jeen San 

Antonio and San Dico;o. Birch 1s eq_ui::_);nent began rollin.:; in the sucvncr of 

1857, but fro:n all inC.icutions f8'.l stations were ever built and service 

was not particularly satisfactory. \,Jhen the Butterfield coaches began to 

use the route between 21 Paso and Fcrt Y1)J';l.8., Birch 1 s coF.,pany discontinued 

service on this part of the line,l7 

17. Conl~l ing anC: Ccnkl in;:, Buttcrfie:d Overlar.d ~Ta 11, Vol. I, 
pp. 92-97. Fran% C. Locl:'..;ood, Pionc;~~ in ArizODali{'C-w York, 
1932), p. 300. The first Butterf-l.elG. coach fror:1 the East bore to 
Arizona one of the o~tstanding pioneers of the SO'J.tlmcst, Charles T, 
Ha;,·den, whose son, Senator Carl T. Hayden, has represented Ar:!.zona 
in the u. S. Congress since ad:nission to statehood in 1912. 
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Near the Ap2ci".e Sprtngs, where BJ.rtlett and Parke had camped and 

where emigrants hatitually re;>lenished their water supply, th'S' Butter-

field Cc;roar!.y built the Apache Pass stage staticn. J!., diagram of this 

structure has bee~1 lO'Jated, but, like most other stations, it proba'::>ly 

had one or tv.o ~r.:<tll rooms for the att;endar.ts and a ccr;;>al fer horses. 

According to C?.:::;~. .":':)>n e -· Cremol"y f who W2.S there in 1862, the s"!;ation 

was bu!.lt ot ~:-. t•.v;e. 18 A l<.".re;e pile of rot:ks ~;li:?t 110:. .. -:;h '" <....•. ·~he >:·ld Fort 

might well rcvc&l 'Ghe f~t1i.cCat-ton3~ and he>:'.ce the fleer !:Jlan, of t~:.e stage 

sta'cion. 

A0ccrd:l::...-5 to the hhitortaru::. cf 1;he Butte:ci'ield Overland Hail, 11The 

m!3.il road e;'!t<.7!'€d .~>_pE'.!he P1~~'3 tl:ree-<;::.t::'-.J~ters o1' a nile south of the 

~ -· 
LJ~:::'esen!JI.8.Wh(;:.._~n rE:~·.::!i-.-~v;u:~<:: a~::: -::!l:>r. f'cllowed a wi":",."!i.ng (;m,:--3e south 

wa!':lh to a p-):nt ab<JUt an eishbh of a mile wef-t cf the springs tnown origi-

nally a::; Apach_e Sp•in;3, :.t_·,_-:re ~he s"':i?.tt<Jn was lo.::ated. 111 9 At ~~he station, 

the horses we1•e changed arod the p~r:se~_gers refreshed thel::.Belves at the 

sp:""tr.gs. T:wn the coach continued northwest up to the summit of the 

1~ass, the highest point on the Western Division of the route, descended 

18. 
1868), p. 

John C. Cremony, Life Among the Apaches (San Francisco, 
164. 

19. Conkling and Coni~ling, Bu.~~Efleld Overland r1a11, Vol. I, 
p. 132. 

-16-

_j 



in a wide, southwesterly arc to the Su.lphur Springs Valle-y. ar.d p.ro­

ceeded on to &1ell 1s station, fifteen miles west of the pass. 20 

Like the emigrants, John Butterfield regarded A;,ache Fa;o;s the 

most dangerous point on the entire line to the Pacific. This region 

was still the stro<1ghold of the '.!hiricahua Apaches. Under Cochise, 

one of tl1e most C.yrP.m).::; l>Jaders in their hiJtory, they lived in the 

Dragoon 1::ountoin:::, but also roar.1ed ex'i:ensively over the Chir"i.co.hcla 

!'1Jount2.!m:. Although &ome v~ his people were ur.:.d.vubtedJy resp'.:.asible 

for w.ar.y of the tragedies th3t befell emigrants in Apa~he Pass, Cochic::e 

h:l.mself seems at first t0 h:~ve been peaceably di:3posed to:.;2rct the 

whHes. At any rate, te raised no obje~tion to the construction of a 

mail statton at Apache Pass. And in December, 1858, he pror;:ised an 

agent of the Indian Bur·eau, w~c;-:1 r..e conferred with at Apache P8.SS. 

that travelers passing thro;,;.g:1 his domain vrould not be raolested. 

Nevertheless, the agent apparer..tly :-.ad son,e mif>giv:!.r;gs about the re­

liability cf th<: r~pacheG, !:or he proposed that they be moved north, 

awa;y from the travel rou~e. John Butterfield accor>d~d the Apaches 

even less con:'idence, and he urged the Covern.:nent to establir::h a mil i­

tary pest in AlJache Pass to protect his coaches on this critical f,;eguent 

cf their journey. Although h13 pro!_)OSal was favorat.ly received in 

\~ashington, no action wes taken during the period that the Overland 

20. .!b'.l~·. p. 139. 
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l"la il u.sed the southern route. 21 

Butterfield 1s ar?:~rehension way not have been well-founded in 1858. 

Three years later it was. In 1861 Apache Pass ~as the scene of historic 

events that iwplanted in Cochise a deep and undying hatred of the White 

man. At this time, al~o, a Butterfield stage coach, for the first time 

on record, was ;:;'~·tac!ced by Indians and the mail delayed. 

Alt!'lou.,sh ,1·otn Butterf-:eld di::.trusted Cochise, his agent at the 

Apache Pass stag~ st.atic".!, a man named Culver, established appare~1tly 

cord.ta1 relations with t.:w Chirlcahua chief. CU:ver, in fact, had 

contracted with Cochise to sup?lY i;he mail st2."tion with wood, and fer 

thet purpose the Chiric.z.huas had moved their cnmp to the vicinity of 

the stage station. They WCl"~ living here in February, 1861, when Lt. 

Geo:ege N. Ea;.1com ~,~1d sixty rr.c:m of the Seventh Ir:f.sntry arrived .from 

?ort Bucbanan. 

Bascom 1 D mtssion was a delicate one, requiring J(ICre \cnOl>ler'lge of 

Indian ways thH.n the ;;ou,tg lhutenant possessed. 'l"i"iree months 1're-

viously an /;.pacbe raiding party had stolen some stock from tha ranch 

of John i>3urd (or Vladst~orth) on Sonoita Creek~ They had also a'!:lducted 

the small son of a t-:exican woman w~o lived with Ward. Although the _______ " __ _ 
21. 

1935). P• 
Ibid •• p. 138. 
bo:- Report of 

Paul WellmB.n, Doe.~~~ the !1~r!_ (New Ycr·k, 
the Secretary of the Interior, 1B5~-6o, p. 714. 
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Chiricahtms were probably in no way involved in the kidnapping and theft, 

\~ard was convinced that Cochise 1 s warriors were guilty. He had appealed 

to Col. Pitcairn Harrison at Fort Buchan?.:n to recover the stolen property. 

This duty Col. ['.~:wrison had asstgned to Lt. Bascom. 

E&scom camped in Apa~he PaSs, and under a flgg of truce invited 

Cochise in":" a his i.:er.:G to oonfer., The Lieutenant brusquely charged 

Cochise \>Jit:1 th.: criine and demanded the return cf the bey and the cattle. 

Cochise denied all knotvled~e of the affair, Offerir:>.g at the same t~r.:.e to 

help in th.: search. But Bascom refused to listen. He informed Cochise 

that be would be held pr~ -3oner until his people returned th~ stoGk and 

the r.~2xt.can boy. Enraged, the Apache chief d1'e\f hi~ k11.~fe, slashed the 

wall of the tent, and slipped out. He then bolted tt.rough the cordon of 

soldiers ar.d, though wound,;:od in t!':.~ leg, ran up the slope to eafety. The 

tr"oops seized the other me;,lbers of tl:e Ap2~De g:;•ovp, including Coc~11sets 

hC'.lf -brother, and retre& ted to the s te.ge sta tton, where they barricaded 

themselves in the corral. C!ocbise, after collecting his we..rriora, ap-

peared on the h1ll near the station and called to the attendant to come 

out and talk. Culver and two otber Butterfield e1nployees, Wal~~ and 

Wallace, walked out to meet Cochlsea The Indians instan:ly se:!.;:ed 

Wallace, but the other two Auerics.ns broke and ran back to the station. 

They were dropped by a shOi>Ter of bullets before reaching safety. 22 

22o Frank c. Lockwood, T-~e Ap~h$_IndiG.ns {Nr::w York, 1938), 
pp. 100-102. 
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Early in the evening the westbound ~tage reached the station, paused 

long enough to change the team, and rushed on into Apache Pass~ Strangely~ 

it made its way through the pass !n safety. Near the western end cf the 

pass, the stage came upon the smoldering re1~1a::.ns of an emigrant train. 

Mutilated bodies Here Sc"lttered about the charr<:d wrecl:ag~. Eight of the 

men had a~pa:::oently teE-n bound to •,mgon wheels a:1d burned alive. At Ewell 1 s 

station the '1\estbound :;;tE;;e met the eastbou:c:od stage. Appt'ised of the danger 

that awaited the~ in Apache Pass, the occupants of the eastbo~•d stage 

nevertheless decided to try to make it to the Apach.: Ps.ss station" &1.ter-

ing the p::sa well after d.a.rk, the stage had reached the sur:-;nit and begun 

its descent t-<hen, from t:1e slcpes above, the Apaches opened f'!.re. The 

d?iver was wounded and tv1o uf the mules fall. The passengers returned 

the fire and l;Jill iam Buckley, B~;;~-~erfield divisior.. superintendent, who 

ctanced to be un tbe coa-:::b, leap,;!d to the grc'J:.-.C ancl cut the two mules 

from their t!'dces. Hith t:he wr...-;md,o;d driver still at the reins, the coach 

fought it·S way down to the station. 23 

During the next few Cays Coc~ise tried twice to indnce B::J.B:}Om to 

excho.nge his Apache prisoners fer \'Jallace. Each tir.:e Bascom refused the 

offer, demanding that Cuch:i.se first return the stock and the Mexican bey. 

2.3o Conkling and Conkling, Butterfield Ov~rJa::-:d l·:3i;L Vol. 11, 
pp. 135-136. 
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At lengt;h Cochise made a final attetcpt. He brought forth Uallace, whcse 

hands Here bound by a rope one end cf Hhich was tied to Cochi~>e 1 s saddle. 

\•fallace rnade a desperate plea to Bascom to accept the Apache ter.ns, but 

the Lieutenant again refused. Sgt. Reuben P. Berr.ard also argued with 

Basccm, but to no avail. Bascom placed P.err>..9.rd unjcr arrest for insubvrdi-

r.ation. Seeir:g ;_,r::.t hi-s ;Jpponent had no 1:~.-te~1tion of yield::..<g, Cuchise 

suddenly sv·.x·r··~d bis r:;cunt B.nd, before tb.e eyes of the ~olJi.;;:-s, C!';ip;ged 

Hallace over the ro~h.-y ground to his daath. T!1e A.{/::t::he8 then disapp~ared 

into 
0~ 

the htJ.ls. '-

Dcu>:'..ng the fi:·s~ ntg;·;·(; u.r the siege i B2 s~ ::·rr_ had. sent a .y.urie;:o to 

try ani work his way tt..rm.<t;h the :rac:.s and ricte to Fcrt B:J.Chana!'l. for help. 

The soldi.o:r arrived at the fQrt S3.fe2y, ahd Col. :'!Orrison disp~tched As-

sistant Sul'geon B~J.D" I:r:•xL1 .;,;1d o. nm~lll detachuent ::;f aoldiers back to 

the J:t-211 staticn~ 't'!ley ar:,~tved seve.re.l dP.:f!i late':", m~.d t-he f0llc·Wi.f:6 day 

BreckenriGGe ~ ';.he streng:_;:_:s~ ... <~d fo~ee then szt out in sear·ch of Cochise. 

They located e.r-~;1 ::l:::stroy2-ct t!:":e C~ljri.:oahue. c.ar.~p, but could find r!o Indinns .. 

In the cvurse of this scout, the t.l."'oaps discovered the ~odie~ of six white 

men, pro'Jably from the aJ:tb'J.-shed €~·atgra1;t train, Hhon the ApAches P.ad 

hanged. Oat:raged, Lt. BasccnL J:rorr.!:_:,tly rode back to the stat;e st:;.ticn and 

--------
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hanged his six Apache hostages in retaliation~ The troops then returned 

to their stations. 25 

If Cochise had been an u."'lknown quantity before Bascon arr::ved en 

the scene, there w;s now no question whatever. The Chiricahuas had 

gone, or been drivea, on to the warpath, ancl. we:re not tc rr.ake peace .for 

over a decade. ).·:; 1:1a2. £ par~;!cula.rly inauspicious time, .for the approach-

ing Givi1 ~la:c ~;as to leave the Arizona frontier ntterl:r H·it:nout; j;].ilitary 

protection. The i.::;J:)ending crisis also forced Johil Di<.tt.erfield to abandon 

the great OX·-bow st:.age rL~ut.e. In J8.nuary, 1861, sece&sionist eler.1er."i:a; in 

Texas cor.fi.sv!lted s',;vck 8i1.d equipment belongtr..;; to the stage cc:r;:Ja~y, and 

the m-?.il~ were st<"~filX;d .s'.; Fort .S;:-dtl1 and Tucson~ fl;:; a result, the F"J.tt~r.,. 

fieJ.d Compar;y 1n Mc.rch established s·:.h\·;dules ever the central ro:.1te, reach-

inr; San F"r-anct:>co by way of t:he ?.~9.7te River and tte Cal1fc!·nla Trail. 

----·------

25. Irw~"n, 11Apache Pas'.> I<'~.;:;ht, 11 pp. 373-375. Irwin, who 
wrote his ac·~cunt in 1ES7, s·~ate0. that he himself h~.~ suggested 
that t:1e pr·lsOi.~ers be hant;e•i, 8..-.l.e. had insisted Hhen Ba.scom 
dem·~Tred. 
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Part II 

TlB FOU!JDING OF PORT BOiHE 

Preoccupied as they were with life and death struggle against the 

Apaches, the 2m21l band of Ar,;e.!'ican settlers south of the G!la River 

still found t~ms to .f:)r:;: ;:;tr•ong opinions on the great natio~..al issue of 

the day. Overwhelmingly they favored the seceseionist cause. JU ttJ.ough 

neither tht.' people nor !the 1:md could contribui:-'3 :a•.:ch to the South0rn 

war effo::-t, the neH Con.tede::.-ate zovsrnment in Rtchmontl took more than a 

passing int~rast in the nil~ country. Its geographical position made it 

vital tD plans the Cc~:.-~·,;:~~e:;.~ates were forming for ever.tually conquering the 

Cal:J.forn.ia gold fidd.s. };n ',;;he 185G 1 s this rer:;ion had offered the only 

pra>:!ti~able southern route for a railroad to CalH0rnta. In the 1060 1s 

it o:'fered the only practicable southern route for an invasion of Cali-

fori"lla. According~y, when a 11'2xar. force captured the Jl.esilla Valley 1n 

Ju.l..y, 1861, Lt. Ccl. JoP.r.. R. Baylor p.L'OClaimed that all of New i"·l0x1.co 

south of the th1rty-four"ch parallel now comprised the Confederate Terri-

tory of Arizo~!l. Early in 1862 he sent Capt. Sherod Hunter with a small 

force of soldier~ to take possession of the Gila reJ1on. On February 28 

l Hunter occupied Tucson. 

--------
1. Bancrcf';;, J\1'.'izona and NeH Nexico, pp. 511-513. See al:.=:o 

Hunter to Baylor, APrTI·-;--:-Tboz~ i'ilRichard H. Ortan, ed., Record::> 
I ---Of Calit'c-rnta MeU~~.IR:c of the Rebe:lion, 1~oJ.-l8o; (Sacra:nento, 

i89.Jl. P-45. ------
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As a result of Baylorls advance '!.nto New r1ex1co, the federal troops 

t t ' d t F t B ~ ~• B ' 'd had ' . •hd 2 s a .Lone a Of' s ucuanan anG recKenr ... ge oeen w~... rat!fn. The 

Apaches, lmowing nothing of th~ great war 1n the East, :;;up;_:>osed tt.at they 

had frtghtened the soldiers :!.nto leaving. 1tlith murder, ro'bbery, and pillage, 

they terrorized the lar.d untH only in Tucson did tbe wt.ites feel secure. 

At Ape.che Pass, C(:.~lrlse and his Chiricahu8s all but choked off traff!.~ on 

the road to ~ncs::'l:.":.o But, unl:noun to the Ch'!.ef, a formiC'3bJ.e adn·;->;so.ry was 

so~n to enter the pi.cture in the per•,;on of Brig. Gen. JR.r,es H. Carleton. 

To meet the threat posed t·y the Con:'.'eJ.erate invasion of the P.io G•acde, 

Car:'..eton io•af.> leading a fCl'Ce cf 1,800 Califor•:-:.tc: Volunteert-- !ro.r •. ~ort 

Yuma up the G-Ha. Capt., P..u:.ter and his small band of South~r~:er~ h3stily 

puEed bac~ to ~oin Baylor, a:..".d on r-:ay 20 the advan('.e guard of the C;:;.lt.fo.-rr.>.ia 

Colv . .mn er.tered 'Iucson, wher'e Ca:<:>le',;c.r:\ soon established his J:~(~Zdquarters. 

Carleto:1 i;1t'"'~'d::;d to ::nrc:1 east, clear +,he Rio Grande Valley of Con-

feder8.tes, and ,Join Brig, Gen. EoR.s. Canby, t-rho comL:tand.ed United States 

fo.\~ces in New J'::exicoq On JWle 15, 1862, he sent out thl'ee courie;~s with 

dispat::.>cs for Can~y. Indi3~S 1-11ay1a-:d the:r, i{). Apache Paas and k1.1led two. 

--------
rtmy officers had al:read::,· 

One of tl'lese Has Cs.pt. R. 
as a Co~<f&derate goner·al< 

cnst their fortunes with the 
S. E\rell, who later earned fame 
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The othe:r made his escape only to felll into the hands of Confederates on 

the Rio Grande.3 

Six days later, on June 21, Lt. CoL E. E .. Eyre and :!.40 men of the 

First California Cavalry left Tucson with orders from Carleton to establish 

an advance base on the Rto Grande. i<lhile E'Jl'e wat8red his animals at the 

springs in Apache Pa;;;3, &eventy-five to e hundreC!. Ind"!.ar.s, mo1.:nted a::.d 

well-armed~ DP:,:J0::lr8d U.'1.::0l~.fo::.~t.ably close to th<:! crazing cavalry horses. 

As the Apaches bore a white :lcl.g, Ey:ee went out to confer with their 

chief--pertraps Cochise, although Eyl'~ seems not to have knovm his naf:leo 

The Colcrtel told th~ .:+.pa·.·:1.e leader all about the great capta!n in \-lash-

ingt~l':l and the great capt<:. in 1:1 Tucson, and hc~H t~e J..nericans wa~!ted 

very much to be friends Hith -~he Apach0s. The Chief said that he, too, 

wa::rted peace, as well as to::-2.,__~--0 and food. The con~erence adjourned 

with the Indiana receiving tobacco a:1.d f:)od. a~1~~ the so::Cci.iers recei-ving 

withdrew; shot, lanced., and 5:;<ilped three Californians wh-:> h-o.d s"t:rayed 

fro:n camp; ar..d. e2.sEy eluded a puPs'l:.ing party ordered O'lt b1r the t:11g'-~Y 

Eyre. Ap;:a:rc:n/:;1J: anxious to have A:}?.Cb0 Pass behind ther.~, the trc'JpS 

moved down to the San Si::ton Valley and m'3de a dr·y ca:np .fc:;.~ the night. 
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At 11 p.m., a volley of six to eight sl1ots disturbed the milltar-; rout:.ne, 

t~oundtng the as;:;istant su.rgeon and killing a horse. The Californ'!.ans had 

been well indoctrinated in Ar;ache v:ays. 4 

Col. Eyre might well have congratulated himself on expertenc~ng so 

little trouble in Apache Pass. Not so fortunate >vas Cnpt. Thor.12.S L. 

Roberts, whom Ca~~J_(;:t0~1 S<.::nt out to establi3h a S'J.pply base for E:rre at 

t~'le old S2::: S4.':1'l.on stage ststtcn east of Arache P2,ss. l~;tth 126 rr,::m, both 

i::1fantry ~nd cavalry, a battery Of two prairie hDH!t:!crs, and a large 

wagon traln, Rober''.::S set out from ~·ucson on July 10. ?our daJS later, 

at D:rne;o~n Spl~ings, be divided his cor.m.and. L.:avtng Capt. J•:.,1'1n C. 

C1~e!:'!ony and h:l.~ compan~r of caval!:'y to guard the wagon train, R:Jbe:rts 

pushed on with the infantry and artillery to as:.arta'!.n tihether enough 

w;;.te:r. for the comna:.1d m'i.0J:-); be f\:;.,n-·0. in Apache Pass, forty milez distant* 

Apache Pass, According to C:c:::::n-.tlJ, H'lngas Color-&.do . .s had co:ile to persuade 

Cochise to joln him !n ex)elling m'!.flers from his doJr,ain in the vicinity 

of the Pinos Al"iot. gold ratncs. Ins>~ead, Coc~;.ise bad persuaded Mcngas to 

re:r.ain a:1d help ma1re tolar on the soldie:>:s cotaing from tbe west. The allied 

lllir.b:res and Chiricahuas cvnce:?.led themselns behind rocks on the slopes 

--------
4. Eyre 1s report, JtLly 6, 1862, in Orton, Recsz~_2f CO"J.lifornia 

~e2,, pp. 58-60~ 
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above Apache Pass a~1d waited for the unsu'3pect~ng Roberts to rr;arch into 

the ambush.5 

The Cs.lifornians were well :!.nto the Pass at noon on July 15 when, 

from above on both stdes, the warriors opened a savage fire. Unable to 

return the fire with any ef.fect, Roberts ba(:.ked out of the pa~s. But it 

was imperntive t;.-.::lt he r•each the springs on '~h~ other side of the r!efile .. 

Re-forming hi:> c~.r.1::;.ar.d, h-a ag!3.1n advanced into the deadly fire end managed 

to cut his way through to the old ~;!;age station nr:::2:r t::<e springs.6 

Still the troJpS W8.L'e denied w~ter. The Apaches ga.thered bel:ir.d 

rock breastJ.oJor;n3 the.t thf::::;T had built on the sl.-.ipes cor.unanC.ing the springs, 

and,. as Rc'.:ierts la·Gel~ rc.p:::-.r>tea., 1rt.hey seer,.ed very l~·ath to l()t me have 

water. 1.1 ~e Captain r.ow pla~'ed hi:o, tru:.np card. He ran the hO'•:'itzers ir.to 

pnitton, "breaking their t::.'<JH8 L1 o:::-C.er to elevate the muz.zles enough to 

b!'ing tbe ene:ny fcl""'tificat.i~,.:J.s 1.:.nd~r ft~e) I:1:;;,~,tinc; artilleFIJ shells 

S:!at;tered the warrhlrs ove:::· the hills and cne.bled Rabertat men to take 

possessicn of the sprir-.gs. 

----

6? See !~obert<: 1 report, July 19, 1862, in O~ll., 
Ser. I. Vol. L, Pt. 1, pp. 1.28-132. Cremony, Lire--· 
Al'f!.an .. 'L~~·.P~C:.hes, PP~ 1?7-16?, g,:!.ves a detaued 
a.:c~t·nt of ti1e battle. 

{. George H, Pettis, 11 '.!:he Cal~.fornie. Column, 11 

~~i_storical Heviell£, Vol. I, No. 1 (April, 1928), p. 89. 

-27-



The Captain next sent six cavalrymen back to find the wagon train 

and re:.ate wt.at had happened~ They viere also to tell Capt .. Cremony that 

Roberts would leave a detaci1ment at the springs and march bac:\: to ~o-:n 

the wagons i.n order to escort them throue;h Apache Pass.. The courie:L'S 

were no sooner through the pass ths.n about forty Apaches fell upon th~m. 

A run..>1ing ftg:-tt 'O':~~med., rvt. John \i~ 'l'eal fe:l behind his conpa!1ion.s 

and was cut otf. His horse Has h-:_t b~T a bullet and dro;::>ped~ Taking 

refuge behind the C.yir.g J~CrJ.nt, Teal held the circling savages at ba~· 

with his ca:'b-:ne anG. re1:o:!.ver. A fo~tunate shot wour.ded ~.anga>S Coloradas 

hi:'nself, and the InC:ians r::-oJ?J.ptl:r lost i~tel~e;::t in the contest~ Shoulder-

ing h~.s sa•i..::le, r::.'eal foDcw'"d t:1.e trail of his comrades and, after an 

eight; mile hike, ~c-tt"'2dt:wm Bt Capt, Cre~-.!ony 1 s nevr c::r!;_p. The Captain 1 

upon learning fro:!'! t~c res-'-. u:~ thc; c0~riers of Roberts' misfortune, had 

parked tr.e train at E1·:ell 1s old stage statt0n, f3.!'te~n miles uest of: the 

Shortly befol~e midni;:,Lt, the exhausted l.:1fcmtry finally arrLred. 8 
pass. 

Early the next morn'l.''S', Che entire co.tm:1and be02.n the march bac:..: to 

Apache Pass. In sl~irl-:JiGh i'o:..'mat-:i.on, with flankers tllrr.".m wide to either 

3id8, flo~erts b!·ou.;;!".t his troops safely through the pass and ~oined the 

detac'h!nent left at the sp-dngs the niGht b::ofor>e. Again tt--.e Apaches had 

pp. 

8. Cremonyl~ report, July 16, 1862, in O.R~, Ser~ I, Vol. L, 
! 1 Pl=l· 132-134-" See also CrenC'ny, !:;_i_!'e AnoDg the AEaches, 
157~-160~ 
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occupied the breast\mrks above the springs, and again an artiller; 

bcmbardnent suiftly cleared t:1em out. The rest Of the day th~ troops 

employed watering the animals and restocking their oun s·_;pply of water. 

Also, Roberts had the spr"lng Cug out and its sides shored up with a 

makeshift wa::L ~~..,he capac:!.ty of the spr1ngs, he r•eported, had been 

thereby incl'c-a.;;C'c_ !':.'U.i'f-.•-~d. On the mor~ing u-:' July 17, the co1.ur.m broke 

camp and m~rched on to th'3 San Simon station, 'vlhere Ro".nrts carl'ied out 

In his two--c'..ay battle at Apache Pass, Copt. Rol,(;z·ts had lost two 

k:Uled and tc.:o wo1..:nr".:;cl., arod lle reported that h:.s men had killed c>.t 

least nine Indian::;" f,~-- Apache participant later told Capt. Cre:no:v 

that; six-i;y-'..:hree 'v!Brrior-s hr.d been killed by the howitzers ar.d only 

th:-ce by mus:,:etry _ n\·:e wc~,;;l(~ h&vz done well enough, 11 he added, IL:r 

you had not fired 1.\agons at us. 11 9 

From the'ir slm-:.lar ~xpc:'ien~es at Apache Pass, both Col. f.'y~~e am~ 

Capt. Roberts clearl~' saw that, once the California Colur.:n. movfrd to the 

Ri:J G.ra::..de, ~-ts ltne of commt.:nicP.tion with Tucson end Californ~a HOuld 

be in jeopardy as long as the InO.ians held undisput~d possessl.o:'l. of 

Apache Pass. Reporting his battle in the pass, Capt, ?.cherts on July 19, 

1862, advised Ger.. Ca:-leton of his conviction tr.at ua force sufficient to 

-29-



hold the uater at:.d f9.Ss st,ould be station:=.!d there, cthert.Jise every oor:r1ar.d 

will have to fight for w3ter, and •• o are almost certain to lose some 

lives" n A ',wek ar-.d a half earlier, Colo Eyre had made s-:..nilar recor:.:nenda-

tions to the Generr!l, suggesting that a company of infantry be positioned 

at Dragoon S:pr-:!.ncs and h10 at Apache Pass. Infantry, De claimed, \Wuld 

be much mere effF.:.::·i:ive ti"":m cavalry, v:hich would have diffi~ulty operating 

in ·the r:..::~JeJ_ r.F>:mtain ter:oatn and, moreover, 1.-;culd be unatle to find 

10 adequate forage for its mounts. 

Gen. Carletct'!. himseJf had a:-.1 o_::,portunity to inspeo.::t A:~ache Pass late 

in ,July. ~]i:;h t!-",e hull[ vf his cumr:;and, he lti't !:'.Ucson on July 23 to 

e3i;;ab1 iah hi.:; he3:Qu~r~e:":'s Oi'l ti18 f:lo Grande. Fotr:.~ clays later he was 

at the Apache Pa:ss t~au ste.tion. ks Carleton l::;~;er reported, he fou.YJ.d it 

11 indisper.sably r.ecessary to estabj_J.-.;h a post in wb.at; is l:r..m-1n as Apache 

P 
nll ass, at~d at the uail sto:tior. he t.ad l-:!is aCjutant gen.:ral writ2 out 

the :.1ecessary crdS!l'o ~h.:') ('·:Cer .s~ccH:!.ed th:;t 100 men fP0!1 Companles G 

and A, F:i.ftb. C·alifor"l.ia :L~fO\~-:;ry, uere to remain at t~1e pass to construct 

the fort. wh1c:1 ·w~·s to be r.::o.med for the CoJ::;nel of the F~.fth~ Ge0rge 

l:/ashir.gton Bvwi.e~ ;.:aj. T. A~ Cou.l.t~ of t~'-e sa;rre regir:ient~ vms to super~ 

vise the proj21ct and serve as the first post cor.:u7lander. C::.rleV.m left no 

-----
10. 0, R., Sere I, Vol. L, Pt. I, pp. 120-129, 

Orton, !lecor~:i=.o,:r. __ ~-~llli~.t:~~l?~ P~ 61 

ll. Carleton to Drmn, Assistant Ad,jutant G-er;.eral 
at San Francisco, Sept. 20, 1802, in Orion, Reo..'?!'~ 
of California :Jien, p. 64. -- ---
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doubt in Haj. Coul t! s mind about t·ihat his mission would be. He ~>ms not 

only to escort travelers, mail cou:..~!.ers. and supply trains th1·ough the 

pass 11 and well out into oren country. 11 but also to 11cause the A:;:~<::che 

Indians to be attacked whenever and wherever he ,;1ay find the,n near his 

post. ul
2 

The nex"; dr:y, J•1ly 28, 1862, Fort Bovrie officially began to 

play its long ar,d. color-1.\;_l role in the co.~-,quest of the Apaches. 

r.aj~ Co·J.H was soGn reir!fo::-ced by forty-~1ine more men, includi!"g 

a detachment of cavalry, a'1d he set about constructing the fort. Capt. 

L. E~ l,'Iitchell cJ:",ose the site, a hill dominating the ravine in \-lhich the 

springs were situai,.:;d. (.\'1 tl:e i'our faces of' t.:1is hill the Ca!..if'C',rr-.ians 

reported that 

The tot.<:>.l lenc;th l;.f W8l.1 ~rovnd the pes'!; is 
412 feet, the he~.ght four to four and a half 
f~et, a.<,d thic!:n,~;"S fro::rn h,-10 a~:.:::. a J"?.lf to 
tl::.ree fezt &.t bot':.OJ'l, t<:tpcring to e1gt-.t-:_,en 
in<:hes t:J tii'O feet a;; top, and bull t vf 
sto·,~<::s \W!ghJI::;c f:c0m ttrenty-five to 500 
pounds. The wvr·Ls a).•e U(\t of any regular 
for;n, my only ob~ect be~r..g to build defenses 
WiT.!..::;h could be spc:edHy com;'lleted, and at 
the sa2e time possess the requisites of 
f'hel te.ring their defenOers, c J.r.nsndi.ng ever-y 
approach tv the hill, anj prote~ting each 
ot:ner by i'J.ank fires along their faces. 

The b:reasi;\Nrks e~1.closed canvas tents ir. which the 1aen lived, as well as 

a stone guardhouse fo~rtecn foet square and loopholed on two sidesc13 

12. Re~ords of tlw Ad~ut::mt General, J?o:!:'r, B0H~c, 
~1~!)8 Ter·ritory, H(~~tJ2~l...Zlle_, .:uly if;-T8'02.­
Reproduced in Richard Y. i''.:urray, The Hist;ory of F·ort 
Bowie {unpublish€d i':astep.! .. s .. thesis,--Urlfversity of 
A:rr;-?rm. 1951 L pp. 60-61. 

13. ~~ Ser. I 7 Vol. L, Pt. 2, pp. 73-74. 
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Completed in two and a half w::eks, the new fcrt lcc··~d ~ore like a 

temporary cantonment than a permanent installation~ But Coult felt that 

1t would se.t'·1e tt:e purpose for which it was designed. And :!.nG.e..:d it did. 

Although officers ar:.d men alike considered Fort Bm·Jie a most undesirable 

station-·evcn after a larger and most substantial post was construc~~d-­

the Chiricahuas H8ra never again to control Apache Pass. 

The measure of Fo:~.·t BOl·lie 1 s success is to be discerned in the few 

clashes with Apaches tr~t occurred there after its establishment. An 

Indian was occasionally to be seen lurking in the hills around the fort, 

and now and then stack or horses disappeared. Any soldi~r w~o wandered 

far from camp by hir;.self took a fearful risk, and some lost their lives. 

But the battles bet•;een \-lhites and Apaches for the water cf Apache SJ.)rings 

seemed now to be a thing of the past. Aside from the Caily military rou­

tine, the troops k~pt bt::sy escorting supply trains and mail oouri0rs through 

the pass, and in making the few i~provemcnts in living condttic~s that 

were possible w!t.h 11m·:..ted means and a :s;";l811 carrison. 

Life at Fort Bowie bad few features to recommend it to the Cali­

fornians. Tae post was isolated, the habitations rude, the food bad, 

and :;;ickness prevalent_. If Indians were selG.oiJ seen, they were never­

theless present, and a nerve-racking vigilance was always neceseary Q 

Recognizing the morale problem, Gen. Carleton saH to it that the troops 

were rotated often. Post comnandcrs and garrisons cane and went with 

great frequency 1 and most units enrot:.te from Tucson to Santa Fe, where 
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Carletcn had set up his headquarters, had to take their tour of duty 

at Bowie. Maj. Coult relinquished his com:;tand within two months, and by 

the follot·l'ing su,":llller the post had been com:nanded, suo~essively, by no 

less than six officers. 

Perhaps beca.use personnel assigned to Bowie cov.ld look forward to 

im':linent rea ss ::._~)1.nent, '.:lut al sQ because of insufficient manpower, tools. 

and conat:;:>uction mat2ri2.1, the fort becaEie an even more miserable station 

than it had originally be€'n. In Cc.tober, 1863, the post CO!l1:1ander des~ 

cribed the condition of the fort fvr Gen. Carleton: 

'Ihe quarters, if it is not an ebuGe of langmq;;e 
to call t:·e;r_ ;-;Llch, have been constructed without 
~;ys Ccr::, regarcl. to ~'?::ll th, defense or ~o:Jvcnienoe ~ 
'l'hc:le c~ct~pied by the men are mere hc;vels: mostly 
excavations in the side hill, damp, illy ve~1ti~ 
lated, and covet>ed wi':.;h decomposed granite taken 
frcm the exca v0 t ",_,,n, tt>_:-,..,,.:t;h which the rain pa s;::,es 
very much as it '..s::;uld through a sieve. By the 
re'~1oval of a few tent':~, T.he plnce ~~su::.r. present 
more tb~ appe8.J7<;<.se 0f4a Califo:r•nia c.-:g;3er rancheria 
th:m a ;1ilitary poslu-

CA.rleton r<:cetved freq'J!2;:.t- p>.~cp'Jsals for remedying these cond~ttons, and 

indeed autborizeJ. the construction of a Mw fo:c-t in Apache Pass, But 

comr,->.a::~d chc.nges and deparb:ental reore;&~Jizatio>1 produced one delay after 

another, and no action was '.;ake:.1 until after the Californi.ans had been 

mustered out of the service. 

---------
14. O.R •• Ser, I, ,Jol. L, Pt. 2, p. ll3L~. 
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Alt~'l.ough the troops at Fort Bowie successfully carried out Carleton 1 s 

instructions to protect that portion of his line of co~~unication lying 

through Apache Pass, they found it next to impossible to 11 cause the 

Apache Indians to be attacked whenever and wherever 11 they might be found. 

There were rarely rr.ore thBn a hundred men at Bowie, and often as few as 

fifty. Such a sn~.?.ll force could do 1 ittle more than garrison the post and 

provide escort sez•vice through the pass. Occasional patrols sought to 

ferret out the Indians, but with scant success. 

One such patrol set out on April 25, 1863, to investigate reports 

of a large force of IndiF.t':s north of the fort. At the springs the de-

tachment discovered a pa~'l:-y of Apa0hes and opened f.i.:'e. The Apaches 

returned the fire ar.d began to withdraw. After a three-hour running 

fight, the troops broke off ;.-hs pu.r:m!t and, vrith one m3n wounded, re-

turned to the forto The ApHr:hes h'.'l1 their rew··_··.ge £'our months later. 

With masterful tactics, th~ee s~~arate parties of Indians managed to 

divert the herd guard and ma:ce o:'f v;ith the entire herd of cavalry horses. 

The post cor:1rnGr..der led a detachment in pursuit, but the Apaches r::ucceeded 

in escapi!1g with their plunder intact 0 l5 

15. Report of Capt. B~ F~ Harrover, April 26, 1863, in O.R., 
Ser. I, Vol. L, Pt. 1, p. 213. Report of Sgt. Charles Kuhl, ---­
Sept. 1, 1863, in .!:~):..?-.!.• p. 233~ 
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Until 1864., Gen. Carleton had his hands full fighting hostile 

tribes in New Mexico. But in the spring of 1864 he turned his atten-

tion to the Arizona Apaches. In the campaign that follot.,ed, the role 

played by troops from Bowie was largely one of unrewarding scouting in 

the Chiricahua lVIOtmta ins. In 11ia~·, however, they formed part of a command 

organized by Lt. Col. Uelson H. Davis, whom Carleton had instructed to 

found a new post, Camp Goodwin, on the Gila River. In the course of his 

march, Davis located and destro~red four Apache camps, killing some eighty 

' ~ 
Indians and capturing thirteen.~u 

Early in the following year, 1865, Fort Bowie got perhaps its most 

energetic commanding o.::"ficer to date, Lt. Col. Clarence E. Bennett. 

Led by Bennett, the garrison saw much field service but few Indians. 

On an extended scout to the Gila, however, he located an Apache rancherta 

and, taking elaborate precautions to surprise it, deployed his men for 

the attack. But the Iadians discovered his ap?~oach and fled, leaving 

hlm an empty camp to destroy. The next day, on his way bact to Fort 

Bowie, Dennett struck another trail, followed it into a canyon, and 

came upon the camp of Francisco 1 s band of Apaches. Again the Indians 

scattered before battle could be joined, but Be1mett managed to capture 

their cattle herd and drive it back to Bowie.
1

7 

16. 0. R., Ser. I, Vol. XLVIII. Pt. 1, p. 903. 
~·~ Ser. I, Vol. L, Pt~ 2, p. 863 • 

17. Bennett 1 s Report, July 6, 1865, in o.~, 
Ser. I, Vol. L. Pt. 1, pp. 415-419 • 
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A campaign organized by Brig. Gen. John S. Mason kept the Califor· 

nians from Bowie in the field during much of the winter of 1865.66. 

Again they thoroughly scouted the Chiricahua Mountains, had o~e en-

counter with Cochise, and spent several months trying, without success, 

to bring on another.18 This was the last service the California Volun-

teers saw in the Apcche V,Tars. It was over a year after Appomattox when 

they were finally relieved by regular troops and sent back to C~lifornia 

to be mustered out of the service. On l'·Tay 3, 1866, Capt. W. H. Brown 

arrived at Fort Bowie with Company E, Fourteenth u.s. Infantry. He 

found Cochise still very mu~h at large and more actively hostile than 

ever. 

18. Ralph H. Ogle, 11Federal Control of the 
Western Apaches, 11 New Mexico Historical Review, 
Vol. XIV, No. 4 (October, 1939), p. 363. 
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Part III 

PEACE WITH COCHISE 

For six lor~ and bloody years after the close of the Civil War, 

Cochise ravaged the ranches and settlements of southeastern Arizona. 

Almost alone, the inadequate garrison of Fort Bot-~ie stood against 

Cochise and his tribes,nen. The memory of the unfortunate Bascom episode 

continued to fill the Chiricahua Chief with bitter t~tred for the white 

man, and be led his vmrriors in a bloody war of exterr:J.ination that 

spared no American or iV!exican unlucky enough to fall within his grasp. 

r4urders and depredations multiplied alarmingly, and the citizens and 

officials of the territory cri0d in vain for enou.;:;h troops to subJ~ate 

the Apaches.
1 

Although the garrison at Fort Bowie was not strengthened, the post 

itself was enlarged in 1868. A new location Has selected on a plateau 

1. The demand for more troops, however, did not originate entirely 
in a desire to end hostilities. Brig. Gen. E. o. C. Ord, commanding the 
Department of California, reported in 1869 that supplying the Army was 
almost the only profitable business in Arizona. 11 Hostilities, 11 he said, 
11are therefore kept up with a view to protecting inhabitants most of 
whom are supported by the hostilities. Of course their support being 
derived from the presence of troops, they are continually asking for 
more." Report of the Secretary of \!Jar, 1869 {abridgement), p. 116. 

-37-



• 

• 

southeast of the first fort, and construction of adobe quarters began 

i~liJediately. Substantial barracks, a row of houses for officers, corrals 

and store houses, a sutler 1 s store, and a commodious hospital soon occu-

2 
pied the four sides of the sloping parade ground. In s:iusequent years 

;nore buildings were aC.ded, and ~t the tLne of its aDandOnlllent in 1894 

Fort Bowie consis:;-ed cf so,~;e three dozen structures, :nest of the::1 adobe 

construction. 

Last Years of the Cochise ·~·!~1~ 

Cochise fo1md n:any attractive new opportunit·ies for [,,urder and 

plunder when the Government, in 1066, restored :nail sel~Vlce between 

l'1esilla and Tucscn. A post office 'Has opened on tlti.s route at Fort 

Bowie, and the :mail carriers rode thJ>ough Apache Pass twice a week. 

The duty was extre:.1ely hazardous, and ~.mny mail cou;.~::.ers lost their 

lives in ambushes prepared by Cochise 1s warriors. Follo\;ing such a 

killing, patrols nor;nally set ou'c from Bowie in pursuit, but they 

rarely caught the offenders.3 

2. The post is described in the following sources: \·mr Dept., 
Surgeon General 1 s Office, 11A Report on Barracks and Hospitals wi.th 
Descriptions of ;IJi~itary Posts, 11 Circular No.4 {\·i:lsh-i.ngton, 13'(0). 
\~ar Dept., Surgeon Genel'al 1 s Office, 11A Report of the Hygiene of 
the United States Al~,zy with Descriptions of :·.Jilitary Posts, 11 Circular 
No. 8 (Hashington, 1075). Througho'Jt its histOFJ, tr.c post in Apache 
Pass was known alternately as Car:-tp Bowie and Fort Bowie. In 1879 it 
was officially declared a fort . 

3. l'11urray, ,!!istory of Fort Bowie, pp. 110 £§_~~· 
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FORT BOWIE, ARIZONA 

MAY 20,1889 
100 !50 0 200 300 

SCAL...E IN FEET 

rosow/es 
.Q ---= ~"01'1on 

Apache Pass 
Spring 

FIRST FORT BOV'/IE 
;oppro><lmcte 

_ !?S~.t!R~ .. ... . 

I to 5 Of'f'lce>rs' Quarters 
7. Tailor Shop 
B. Borroclt:s- Cavalry 
9. Old Kitchl!ln, etc 

/0. Bar rocks- Cavalry 
/I WoshhOVSI!I 
12 Oil House 
/3 Gronor y, etc. 
14 Subs•sfence Storehouse 
15 Old Hospital 
16 Telegraph Ofl"ice 
!7. AdJ<-'font'S Ofl'lce 
18 Corrals 
!9. Barracks -lnfonf'ry 

0 Kitchen, etc 

2 I. Butcher's Shop 
22. Quorter!77oster Storef>ousl!l 
23. Engine 8 Ice Mochtne 
24. Privy 
25. Commondmg Ofl'u;;er's Otrs. 
26. Guardhouse 
2T. N.C. S. Quarters 
28. Bakery 
29 Civilian E:mptoyees'Qf'rs. 
.30 Laundress' Quarters 
31. Mess Holt. etc. to No.8 
.32. Schoolt>ouse 
33. New Hospital 
34 Hostcuto/ Srewords Qlrs. 
35 Post Trod6r 

BASIC DATA. Re ~oduced from ArcMiV<!S mo -R.S. 1899 
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In 1869 Fort Bowie got an unusually aggre~sive and capable command-

ing officer who had met Cochise in battle before. As a sergeant, Capt. 

Reuben F. Bernard had been with Lt. Bascom in 1861 wh~n that officer 

clashed with Cochise. A court-martial had acquitted Bernard of tnsubor-

dinatton in opposing Eascom 1s course of action, alld he had risen through 

the ranks to ths g:::a.de ci' captain. As the commander of T:..·<:>op G, First 

Cavalry, Bernard now returned to Apache Pass to undertake a series of 

v~orous field expeditions against Cochise. In October, 1869, Bernard 

and sixty-one ;nen fought a battle with several hundred of Cochisets 

followers in the Chiricahua Mountains, and killed eighteen warriors. 

A week later, he encountered Cochise again, but this t~me the Apaches 

numbered over five hundred and, after a hard fought battle, they forced 

him to fortify. A relief party from BoHie failed to brealc the siege, 

and only on the approach of a strong force from Ca~p Crittenden did 

the Apaches scatter into the rnvunta:.ns. Early in 18?0 Bernard retali-

ated by surprising his antagonist 1n the Dragoon f.iountains and killing 

thirteen Apaches. Again in January, 1871, Bernard struck. He fell on 

a hostile car.tp in the Pinal l'f;ountains, killed nine Indians and wounded 

4 many more. Bernard was transferred after this engager.tent, but his sue-

cessors continued the relentless ca:·.1paign against the Chiricahuas. 

4. 
Cited in 

Fest Returns, Oct., 1869; Nov., 1869; Feb., 
~rurray, Risto~/ of Fort Bowie, pp. 119-123. 
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To the handful of troops at Fort Bowie, and perhaps to Cochise also, 

it must have seemed as though the bloody conflict would continue in-

definitely. In the years since the Civil \'rar, do.zens of battles and 

countless skirmishes had been fought between Cochise and troops from 

Bowie, and the issue seemed no closer to resolution. The situation had 

its counterpart in almost every section of Arizona. where scattered out-

posts of soldiers contended against other bands of Apaches. To breathe 

new life into the military effort against the A~:::.ches, the Army in 1871 

assigned Lt. Col. George Crook, Brevet Major General, to cor.unand the 

Department of Arizona. i1fith five companies of cavalry, Crook took the 

field in July, visited :'art Bowie 1 and proceeded nort~<ward to inspect 

other installations and toughen his command. In the midst of this march, 

he learned that the Grant administration had decided to test its hlt;hly 

touted 11 Peace Policy 11 ar:tong the Arizona Apaches, and he was forced to 

suspend operations while the Presid0nt •s eoissaries atte:-:1pted a cone ilia· 

tory approach35 Hith the Chiricabuas, this ap~roach was not the dismal 

failure it proved elseHhere in Arizona. 

The Howard ~tsston 

Vlhile Crook marked time, a presidential representative, Gen. Gordon 

Granger, was sent out to talk with Cochise. Early in September, 1871, the 

two met in the Cari"ada Alamosa Valley of New r.'lexico. Granger promised 

Cochise a reservation in the country uhere they were then conferring if 

he would cease raiding and live in peace. This proposal Cochise found 

acceptable. Several months later, hm.tever, the Chiricahuas were ordered 

5-
(Norman, 

Martin F. Schmitt, ed., 
1946), pp. 160-168. 

G~neral George Crook, his Autobiography 
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to a reservation in the barren TUlarosa Basin of New Mexico, and Cochise 
6 

replied by renewing hostilities an an even larger seale. Another 

representative of the President, Vincent Colyer, was meanwhile journey-

tng the length of Arizona, conferring with one tribe of Apaches after 
' 

another. Crook had no confidence 1n the promises· the Indians so freely 

made to Colyer, ar:d blu.·'l+.Jy told him :w. Even C~l~ter soon admitted 

fa"!.lure, for the Apaches only waited until he t-ras out of sight to com .. 

mit fresh outrages.. Crook prepared to resur.1e the offensive, 7 

Almost immediately, hoi/ever., another peaee emissary from wlashingtou. 

arrived on the scene~ Vastly annoyed, Crook ~at back to watch f~J~ G€~ 

Oliver 0. Howard try his hand at negotiating -with the Apaches. An otfi-ce.r 

with a distinguished war record, the -One-arme<J. 3Lws:..'d had e:so earned fl 

reputation for deep religious convictions. No less impressed w1th the 

merits of the Peace Policy than Vincent Colyer, he was at the same time 

tar more practical end flexible of mind than Cc.:.yer. Crook.., however, had 

little use for Hvward, whom he regarded as a pompous religious tanatic~8 

6~ Wellman, Death on Hor$eback, pp. 343-344~ !be text of Cochise's 
eloquent speech to Granger is reproduced tn A .. N. Ellis, 11Recollect1ons of 
an Interview with Cochise, Chief' of the Apaches, u Collections of the .K2.nsas 
State Historical Society, Vol. XIII {Topeka, 1915), pp, 387-392. 

7.. Schmitt. General Georg:e_Q!_~, pp. 167-168. 

8. ~- • pp.. 169-170. 
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While Crook chafed at the delay, Hmsard made one unsuccessful attempt after 

another to locate and confer with Cocnise. 

At length Hmmrd found a way to open communicatlon Hith the elusive 

Chiricahua leader. At a iJilitary camp in the Tularosa Basin, the General 

chanced to meet Thonas J. Jeffords, an ar1zy scout. In 1£67, Jeffords had 

superintended the r.tail service betvrecn Fort Do:rie ,and Tucson. During a 

period of a year and a half, fourteen of his r~en had been lcilled by Cochise 1 s 

warriors. Disillusioned H1th the Ar::~y 1 s inability 'co protect his rna il 

riders, Jeffords had resit;ned and begun prospecting. But f·irst he ',tent 

directly to Cochise 1 s StrOn;J;hold resolved to wor:c out an arrangement that 

would permit him to s~ar~h for gold. in safety. Cochi~e Has ap;:Jarently 

i::!presscd by the cab1 courage and forthright honesty ·of t~is uhite man. 

As a result, JcfforGs Han in."Junity fror.-: Chiricahua unr pal'ties, and, in­

cidentally, laid the basis for a life-long friend~hip with Cochise} It 

vtas five years later that Gen. HoH3rd found J~fforGs ar.d asked the scout 

to lead him to Cochise 1 s headquarters. Jeffords consented on condition 

that the General go Hithout military escort. Hm.rard agreed. Guided by 

Jeffords, the General and !'":is aide, Capt. J. A. Sladen, accompanied by 

two Chiricahuas recruited by Jeffords, set out for Ccchise 1 s Stronghold 

10 
in the Dragoon .·.jountains,west of Fort Bowie. 

9. Lockwood, ~3che Indians, pp, lll-112. 

10. o. o. Howard, H'f Life and :experiences &!Jong Our Hostile 
Indians (Hartford, 1907J.pP. 186-lS·J. 



As Howard and his companions crossed the Sulphur Springs Valley~ draw­

ing closer to Cochise's Stronghold, their anxiety intensified. Time and 

again they built a ring of fire on the prairie--five fires to indtcate 

to Cochise that five people came in peace. But what their reception by 

Cochise would be, neither Jeffords nor the Apache guides would hazard 

a guess. One evc:.~.ing t\-,j\) Chiricahua boys appeared at Howard's bivouac 

and led the s:nall party into a se~l uded mounta -:n valley wi1ere a group 

of Indians were ca:!lped. Next morning Cochise, acco;,:p2nied by his brother, 

son, and two wives, rode into ca::~p. 11This is the r.1an, 11 wh:!.spered Jeffords 

to Hm·rard. The G~neral \·:Rited apprehensively for Cochise to reveal his 

attitude. 'l~ne Chief dis;:tounted and, after e::J.bracir.:s Jeffords, turned 

to !iouard, grasped his hand w~r::1ly, and said, 11Bucnos dias, Seilor. 11 

Howard and Cochis2 sat on the ground and exchanged v!eus ~ Cochise 

recited the many wrongs done him by the whitGs, d·;!~lling on the Bascom 

affair with particular bittcrnes'3. Nonetheless, he declared, he desired 

nothing more than peace. 'l'he General explained his p:an for forming a 

reservation for all Apaches, including the Chiricahuas, on the Rio 

Grande. Cochise replied that, for his own part, he liked the Rio Grande 

country, but that not all of his people held sinilar v!.ews. To accept 

this reservation, he thought, w~uld split the tribe. The Chief was 

ready with a counter-proposal. 11 \Vhy not give me Apaci1e Pass? 11 he as~ed. 

11 Give me that and I will protect all the roads. I will see that no­

body 1 s property is taken by Indians. 11 i'lhen Hot-Jard denurred, Cochise 

persuaded him to stay at the Stronghold ror ten days while he summoned 
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his lieutenants ~or consultations. Cochise then voiced his fear that, 

as his people began to assembles they would be attacked by soldiers. 

Howard offered to send Capt. Sladen to Fort Bowie to give instructions 

that would prevent this eventuality, but Cochise insisted that Howard 

himself go, as the soldiers were more likely to obey him. Howard agreed, 

made the trip to Bowie, then returned to Cochise 1 s Stronghold. He stayed 

there for eight more days, negotiating with the Apache Chief. 

As the Chiricahua sub-chiefs began to arrive. Cochise conferred at 

lengtp with them. Howard soon saw that they were not going to accept his 

scheme for locating all Apaches on the Rio Grande, and he reluctantly 

abandoned this plan. In the end he acceded to Cochise's initial suggestion 

and promised the Chiricahuas a reservation embracing a large part of the 

Chiricahua Mountains and the adjoining Sulphur Sfrings and San Simon 

Valleys. Even this proposal was the object of heated contention in the 

Chiricahua council. Howard waited in suspense. Finally, after much acri­

monious debate, Cochise gave him the answer. 11Hereafter. 11 he sa 1d, 11 the 

white man and the Indian are to drink of the same water, eat of the same 

bread, and be at peace. 11 

The next day, October 13, 1872, Howard and his party~ accompanied by 

the Apache leaders, set out for Dragoon Springs, where they met Paj. s. S. 

Sumner and his staff from Fort Bowie. In another council, the boundaries 

of the new reservation were defined, the agency at Sulphur Springs formally 

established, and, to the great delight of the Ind:ans, Tom Jeffords ap­

pointed agent. Howard directed t•laj. Sum..11.er to furnish the tribe with 
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rations until the Interior Department could assune tl1e responsibi:O.ity. 

His mission successfully concluded, Howard left for -~rashington. 11 

HoHardls success stopped Crook from executing p:ans he had foroulated 

for an offensive against the Chiricahuas. In Septc:nber 1 1872 1 >.shile Ho·vrard 

was still searching for Cochise, Croo1c had ·announced a pol·icy of 11proceeding 

at once to punish the incor:::-igibly hostile. 11 Ce~hise he regarded as the 

most incorrigibly hostile of all, and as a fi:::-st 1HOVe he intended 11 to iron 

all the wrlnl~lcs out of Cochise 1 s bnnd. 11 Cree:: accordins;ly concentrated 

his troops at Ca::~.p Grant for a thrust at the Chir:.cahuas. Relying on spies 

in Cochise 1s camp, Creak planned to locate and st~rro;_md tlw village at 

night and stri1w at daHn in a surprise attack. Bcfv::.•e he could carry out 

his designs, hm.1ever, Gen, Ho,mrd ~·,tade peace w-:.tn the Chi:'"icahuas, and 

Crook vms forced to suspend ope:ratio::1s. He turned 11-:s att\.mtion to the 

Tonto Basin, and in the histo:..'ic ca:TJpaign that follow::d succeeded in sub-

5u.sating the various bands of hostile Apache and Yavapai Indians who 

roamed throuf;l10ut cc:ntral Arizona. ~Htl1 tl1e Chiricahuas already on a 

reservation, Arizona enjoyed a period of relative pence. The peace lasted 

until after Crook, neHly promoted to brigadier general, left the SouthHest 

in the spring of 1875.12 

lL Ibtd .. , pp. 187-225. P.alph H. Ogle, 11Fedei'3l Control of the \4estern 
Apaches, 1B'fi1j:"1886, 11 Ne1,., i<Iex:co H~.storical Rev:;._eu, Vo"2-. XV, no. 1 (January, 
1940), p. 62. Hm.sard 1s report of his mission to Cochise is published in 
Report of the Colllr.llssioner of Indian J':.ffairs, 1872, PP• 175-178. 

12. Schmitt, Q(·ncl'al Gcorp.;e Croo::, pp. 176-126. 
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The Chiricahua Reservation 

Under the Hatchful eyes of the troops at Fort Bowie, the Chiricahuas 

settled down on their new reservation. It was a reservation in name only. 

The Chiricahuas had not been subJugated by force and, in their untamed 

state, did about as they pleased. A realist, Jeffords recognized that 

he served as ager.t at the sufferance of his charges. But he believed that, 

as long as he issued rations and refrained from undue interference, the 

Chiricahuas would keep the peace, During the re~;-laining two years of his 

life, Cochise worked Q'J.ietly with Jeffords to make the 8Xperiment in re-

servation 1 ife succeed. The close friendship bet·ween th~ two men, and 

Cochise 1 s own great influence with his people, com.·~ ined to keep the In-

dians reasonably restrained. Arizona settlers expressed a,;1azement that 

the old chief had actually kept r,is word, and the .,;en of ;:;he uTucson 

Ringn--merchants who :r..o.d been making enormous prof:its fro;n Army contracts 

during the years of hostility--barely concealed thoir discomfiture. 

Cochise fell ill early in 1874 • and on June 8 he died •13 The Ch.iri-

cahuas selected Taza, Cochise•s eldest son, as their new chlef. He carried 

on the peaceful policy cer-.1ented by Cochise and Gen. Howard, and worked 

closely with Jeffords to govern the Chiricahuas in the tradition of his 

father. But while he ruled creditably, Taza was neither the states:nan 

nor the leader that Cochise had been. If Jeffords had planned to tighten 

13. The last interview between Jeffords and Cochlse is interestingly 
desc_ibed in Lockwood, ~pache Indians, pp, 128-13G. Cochise was buried 
somewhere in bis Dragoon i-'iountain Stronghold. JeffoPds was probably 
the only white man who knew where the grave was located., and he carried 
the secret to his death. 
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his control of the Indians, Cochise 1s death m.ust have ended his hopes. 

Between 1872 and 1876 Jeffords found it necessary to move the agency 

headquarters twice. The original agency established by Gen. Howard had 

been located at Sulphur Springs. In Septe:~:ber, 1873, however, Jeffords 

moved the tribe across the Chiricahua i'1ountains to San Simon in search of 

better land for aericultural purposes. Because of the prevalence of malaria, 

this location proved undesirable, and two months later an officer of the 

Indian Bureau directed that the agency be established in Pinery Canyon. 

The new site was convenient to Apache Pass, and the Chiricabua bucl<s soon 

learned that emigrants and freighters travelling through the pass were 

only too anxious to tre.de 1t!hiskey for horses, a transaction agreeable to 

both parties but de_-n_oralizing to the Indians. In o:'d8r to exercise :nore 

rigid surveillance, Jeffords in the surn~;1er of 1875 again moved the agency~ 

erecting his headquarters in Apache Pass near Fort Bouie. Here the agency 

remained until the abolition of the Chiricahua Reservation.
14 

!'vleanwhile, friction had been steadily mounting between Jeffords and 

his superiors. Officials of the Indian Bureau '..Janted the Chiricahuas 

placed under rigid control, made self-supporting, and started on the road 

to civilization. Jeffords regarded this approach as visionary, and con-

tinued the system of loose management that he had inaugurated in 1872. 

14. Report of the Secretary of the Interior, 1674, pp. 595-596; 
1876. p. 711. 
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As a result the Indian Bureau, almost from the beginning, had denied him 

the support and cooperation to which he was entitled. In fact, at times 

he was reduced to purchasing supplies for the tribe out of his own pocket. 

The Bureau Has also growing more and more dissatisfied with the location 

of the Chiricahua Reservation. It bordered on 1::exico, and to it gravitated 

the unruly spirits of the San Carlos, 1tlhite 1'1vuntain, and Tularosa Reser­

vations. Joined by Chiricahua incorrigibles, they indulged in the favorite 

Apache sport of raiding :·-:exican settlements. Try as he Jr,it;ht, Jeffords 

never succeeded in entirely stepping this activit;yT •
15 

By 1876, the offi­

cials in 1/ashington <icre only waiting for an excuse not only to rid them­

selves of Jeffords but c.lso to move the Chiricahuas uwCly from the border 

to a location where more effective control coul-d be exC)rcised. 

The C:tiricnhua Removal 

The Bureau found its excuse in the sprin£ of 1376. The beef quota 

for the Chiricahua Reservetion bad been cut, and rations became so scarce 

that, in February of that year, Jeffords permitted pnrt of the tribe to 

move to the rragoon f.'Iountains in order to augment th2 food supply by hunting 

wild game. i'lhile camped in the mountains a quarrel developed among some 

of the Indians, and two men and a child were killed. The tribe brol:e into 

factions. Taza took most of the peop~e back to the agenc~r in Apache Pass, 

but Skinya, with about tHelve fa:nilies, re,nained in the Dragoon ~lountains. 

15. Ogle, 11 Federal Control of the \>Jestern Apaches, 11 pp. 202-208. 
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In i~rch, a few warriors tram Sktnya's band made a raid into Mexico 

and returned with some stolen gold. Pionsenay, Skinya 1s brother, got 

drunk an whiskey bought with the gold from a white man named Rogers, who 

operated a trading post at Sulphur Springs. In his intoxicated condition, 

Ptonsenay killed two of his sisters. Then he returned to Rogers 1 trading 

post. \~hen Rogers refused to sell him more wh:skey ~ Pionsenay murdered 

him and his assistant. Joined by other discontented bucks, he committed 

a series of depredations in the San Pedro Vall~y. With a troop of cavalry 

from Fort Bowie, Jeffords &et out in pursuit of the outlaws. TW soldiers 

discovered S!cinya 1 s band fortified in the San Jose' ;.1ountatns. After ex-

changing a few shots, the cavalry commander, Lt. Austin Henely, decided 

that an assault would be too costly and took his men back to Fort Bowie. 

Jeffords informed Taza thai, henceforth, all Apaches found west Of the 

Chirtcahua f!Jountains would be considered hostile, and the troops from Fort 

Bowie combed the Sulphur Springs Valley and the Dra;oon Mountains for the 

renegades.l 6 

The outbreak of violence led the Governor of Arizona Territory to 

denounce the Chiricahuas and their agent and demand that the Interior 

Department remove these Indians from the reservation. As a result, the 

agent at San Carlos Reservation, John P. Clum, was ordered early in i':lay, 

1876 to go to the Apache Pass agency, suspend Jeffords, and move the 

Chiricahuas to San Carlos. Clum demanded military support, and Brig. 

16. Ibid., pp. 235-236. Lockwood, AP§lche Ind"l.ans, pp. 215-216. 
Post Retur~April, 1876, cited in lfurray, History of Fort Bowie~ 
pp, 196-197-



Gen. August V. Kautz, Crook 1 S successor, concentrated ten troops of cavalry 

1~ 

and two co~panies of Indian scouts at Fort Bowie. 1 

!;ieanwhile, the Chiricahuas, aware of the Governntent 1 s plans for their 

removal, held a council on the night of June 4. Skinya and Pionsenay de-

manded that the Chiricahuas again go to war with the whites. Taza and 

Nachez, Cochise 1s youn;:;cr son, a:..~gued for peace and submission. A fight 

brolce out in which Skin:•a was killed and Pionsenay and Taza were \-JOUnded. 

Only the arrival of soldi.ers fro;n Fort llO'ivie restOl'ed order. Shortly 

afterward, Agent Cll.un reached Fort Bowie. He called a council with the 

Chiricahuas and eY.plaincd the necessity for the Goverru:1ent 1 s action. 

Taza readily agreed to the re'J.oval of his peo:pJ.e to t:Je San Carlos Reser-

vat ion, and on June 12 Clum and 325 Chiricahuas, e.::cCl~ted b:r Gen. Kautz 1s 

soldiers, left Fo::-t BOivie for San Carlos. The Ci"IL'ic::;hua Reservation was 

promptly restored to 'ch8 pubL.c do,:lnin. 18 

17. 
III, No. 

Jchn P. Glum, 11 Geronimo, 11 New .i\!exico Historical Review, Vol. 
1 (January, 1928), pp. 8-17. 

18. Ibid., pp. 11.:--18. Record of Hedical History of Post Fort Bowie, 
Arizona Territory, Jun~. 1076, cited in IIurra~,-. Histo::-y of Fort Bowie, 
pp. 199-200. Report of the Secretar;y of the IntGMor, 18('5, p. 39o. 
Pionsenay surrendered to Chun, ar.d his wound Has dress8d by the surgeon 
at Fort Bowie. He subsequently escaped from a deputy sheriff taking 
him to Tucson for civil trial. 

-50-



Not all of the CI.Tirica!'luas, houever, had follo-..Jed 'faza. Geronil:lO, 

Juh, and Noglee, leaders of a band that spent r:~ost of its time raiding in 

r1exico, relllained behind. Thcos began a reign of t:;:;:::->roi~, i:lurder, and destruc-

tion that ra7aged southeastern Arizona and recalled mc~;aories of the days 

before Cochise made pe2ce. Gen. l~autz and his succezso.r, Br•ig. Gen. 

Orlando B. '.!Jillc.:x, dL-·ccted susta:.ncd operations against these Indians 

for the n.::x t three yearB. Troops fro;Tt Fvrt Bc;.;i2 and th~ neHly founded 

Camp H"J.achuca took the fi':Old. TheJT scou:'ed the Ci-;"l.l'iCJhua and Dc•agoon 

i'.'Jountains, skir:•1ish:lng frequently l·rith the Indians but cnJ.J oecasioml:lly 

bringi.ng on a decisive er.cage;,;t.m'c. 

Lt. Aust:._n Henely a1:d Lt. John A. Rucker, statlon..:;d at Fort Bouie, 

were especially active in hunting dovm the Chiricab•;_as. In January, 13?7, 

Lt. Rucker led fifty-t-...ro S'Jldi:;rs an.d thirty-fot-:r Indian sccuts in an as-

sault on a hostile c ncampner;t in Ne~.J i·Iexic o 1 2 L iedenclorf ~1ounta ins. The 

Indians lost, in ackHior. to C3.,:Jp equipage and ti1cir entire herd of stoc:.c, 
1'1 

ten men killed and a Dl.l!':-l'..ler Hounded. _,. The foJ.lovri.ng Dece:11ber, Ruc:{cr again 

engaged a bar.d of -:'Ch'2t;ades 1n ~JeH ;·.-:exico and inf:!:i.cted even r.;reater loss~s 

2J 
on the r:raraudind hostHes. Lt. Henely, m~am>hile, had b~en 8ctively 

scouting the region west of Fo:::>t BowL;; on mo.e cf his scouts h.,; tra·1elled 

19. Post Retn:.·ns, Jan., l'OT(, citeC:: in \;.cray, His~_ory o~~ 
~owle, p. 203. 
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450 :?J.iles and penetrated ;-.:cxico as far sout:1. as Janos. The vigorous opera-

tions of the tea'n of Ruc;~er and Henely ca:.1e to a tragtc ~..:nd in the su.~:.2r 

of 1378. Ncar Camp Supply, w:1~ch had been established in th'? mot:.nta·i.ns 

south of Fc.rt ]3o;,rie to facUitate scout::.n.g operations, Henely N9.S attc~:~pi.;-

ing to cross a Coodcd c<::~J.::.'On iJh·~n the ra:;::~n.s torrent S':i3pt hLn 1.:nder. 

Rucker tried to ::;w,e hiE, :'Jt.:t both officers uer·~ dl~m:neC:. ThSJ were buried 

in Jche post cemet..;ry at Fort Bu.-1ie on Jul; 1), and tr.e n2 .:e of the stqply 

?' 
base Has changed fro;.1 Cc..~:.;,> E'.uppl;:r to Ca:-:1p Jolm A. P:uc:.:s:.:·. L...i_ 

i'dlitaFJ operat::.ons cont::.n-J.C':d for anothc;r year. Finally, late ln 

1879, Geronimo and Juh, lar.:;-c:·ly th:_•ouu:h the efforts of 'I'om Jeffords and 

Lt. H, L, Has:~.;:ll, w2r-c -:nc:rcccd to surrenc~cr. Uit;l 1:·:,. folloHors, these 

J.l.pache J.eaders arrived at Fort Bo;,-.ric on Dccem~er 2). I~ ·,;eci~ later tite;{ Here 

not seen tbe Jast o.t G:;ro~<imo~ 22 

21. Pos-~ Returns, Jt:1y, lS7d; I-iedica ... H'lsto17, J -'o-!/, 13'12-, j_n 
ibi_6,, pp. 207-203. 

22. Post Returns, Dec., lC7'), .1.n ib:i_c!·, !Jp, 2L0-LJ. 
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Part IV 

For two years after Gc_~ronimo surrend,.;red, t:ce Chirical:1UUS remained 

at peace. In f2.ct, e::c:ept fo:.."" ti1c fugitt·v0s, the :Hnjor·i.t,:,~ of tne tribe had 

been living q'-lietly on tLe San C8rlos Res.,:rva~ion s~_;-;ce thr:ir removal in 

1876. The:,' had insb~.l:Jd a nctwor1c of irrig~l.tion d~tches and were g1~ot.~ing 

Hheat, barley, and corn. Taza had died during a tr'iP to 1:ashin[;ton, anG., 

after their surrender, Gel~oni:~IO 2.nd I-iachez, Taz::1 1s younc;::or brother, gained 

stature in the t-dbt!o 

The peaceful disposit'lon of the Chiricaht~::s affo.c•ded tl1c soldiers at 

Fort Bowie 1 ittle rcl ief fro,n fielcl C-J.t;{. Dt~ri:1g :;.C:Cu an6. ::;>crt of 1.301 

units from Bowie 1.:er::o al-'nost constantl~- i:1 t:le i'ie:':.d afs~sting troops fro:.! 

New 11lexico in ti1c canpaign ac;ctinst V5.ctorio ai1d his succe~so:e, Nana, whose 

\~arm Springs Apaches were t0:;.•rorizing Hcv1 ;·.-Je;:ico and Chihuahua. .lifter the 

death of Victoria ln a battle witi1 f.lexican troops, this band ceased to be 

much rno:re than a menace that requiPed continuo·:1s patrolling of the inter­

national boundary. 1:hile the soldiers were occupied ~-1ith Victoria, however, 

trouble was brewing in their rear tbat was soon t:J e~:upt in another bloody 

war with the Chiricahu8s. 

The Chiricahua Outbreak of ·1 381 

For several years, the San Carlos Reservation hDd s·w.ffcred assaults on 

its boundaries by lanci-hu:l{!ry wh·ites. ;',liners crossed t:1e l:tne from the 

west in increasing nu::tbers. ~1or::Jon colonists settled on the eastern bounQ9.ry, 

-53-



diverted water fror,l the Gila River to irrigate their lands, and produced a 

water shortage on the reservation that caused some of' the Apache crops to 

fail. Here i'-lormons SH3r:iled into the country w0st of Fort Apache. As a 

final blo·,~, t!!e discovery of coal in the southCl'n part of tr.e reservation 

sti;nulated an influx of wl:ites fro;n th,; south. Z:qosed to covetous white 

men from every d"lrect;ton, the Indians crt.'VI inc:...,easingly restless. 

In this fr3::;.e of ;fiind, mr.ny Apaches fell und2r the influence of a 

uedicine ;:1an m:u::d r:a:21doA~in·.:., Hhosc l!esticol ·sc.;·:lc~L;nss and ~Jropbeci~s 

created great excite:ncnt, ':'he 2gent called on tlle Ar•r.;y for help, and Col. 

E. A. Carr, com:JsndinJ; no8l'by Fort .1\pache, was ordered to arrest }lakaido-

klinL On August 50, 1'::.31, Col. Co.r:.."' led e:'.gbt::,.·-fiv3 cavalr:,':;Jen and tHenty-

th1~ee Apach~ scoFts to the camp of th~ uedicine :r.::m 0::1 C:J..bicue Creek and 

tool: him into custody. The arrest precipitated a v::.go::.'oes attack on Carr 1s 

cor:mand by about or:e hcndreC:. heaviJ.y ar:.1ed us.r::~iors. So1;:e of the scouts, 

Hhom Nakaidoklini 1s doctl-.ine had infected, J'evolte'~, shot down a captain 

and six soldiers, tb"m joi:1ed the hostiles. During, the stru&;r;le, Nakaido-

klint was kl.Ued by h'ls guard. Carr 1 s con-:./iland repulsed the as:'lailants, 

but next mornint;, while Carr was still in the field, t}leJ-' ~:oined 1.-1ith other 

disaffected bands and attac::ed Fort Ape.che. The gurrison successfully with­

stood the assault, and the Indians r-; .. naEy wit:1drew. 1 

Alarmed at the prosp<;ct of anot:1er ge:1eral t-!ar witfl the Apaches, the 

Arny rt:cshed reinforcemcn'.;s, inclucJ.ip.g u..'"'.:.ts f.co.:~ Fort :SOir~e> to Carr 1 s 

assistance. Although the Indians involved in th~ C·i"ylc;.~e affair were 

1. Ogle> nFederal Control of ~.:estern Apaches, 11 pp. 2~5-295. 



largely Coyotero Apaches, the Chiricahuas, who lived in t:'1e vicinity of 

Fort Apache, grew increasingly apprehensive as they Hakhed more and uore 

soldiers arrive at the fort and go into canp. A spate of rw":Jors ran through 

the tribe like a pmirie fire, and, when the a:;c:-:cy police Oegan to arrest 

the leaders of the Cibicue revolt, the Chiricalmas bc::cc.tne thoroughly fright-

ened. On Septe:,1ber 30, se7enty-four Chiric2hu2s, inclading G:O;ronimo, Nachez, 

Ch~to, and Juh, eed the I'~7SePvation at~d headed fOl' Nv::ico. Despite 1:1ilitary 

efforts to apprehend them, t:1ey ead..; good their E:,s.:::::pe. In th2 Siern1 ::Iadres, 

the fuzitives joineU olG Nans and the renlP.ant of Victo.:..-"io 1s ~Jarm Sprin~:;s band. 

Troops fran Fort BoHie, o:1ce Flore CO!.lJ:Janded by Capt. Reuben F. Berr.ard, fanned 

out to patrol the bord~r and )revent raict'.n,z parties frorrJ er.tering the United 

States. 2 

Nothing was heard of the l"enecades untH t::e fol::.m:tEc; spr-:.ng. In April, 

1882, Chato and Nac~1ez, vrith a part.:r of vrarriors, s~ipped thl'ougl1 the screen 

of cavalr::r patrols and raiC:.ed scttle:n'-<:'lts in r'.riL:01,G., 'J.'hey rode as far north 

as San Carlos, •1:-,ere tlle;I forc:ed L<Jco and his band to lc;avc the reseJ•vation 

and :oin the~_r r3ce for the Sierra J\ladre sanctv..al"Y• Fith Loco, the hostile 

party now nw:1bered '(00 people. They clashed with Col. G. A. Forsyth near 

Stein 1s Peak in the PeloncUlo l·1ountair1s, but escaped with sr.~all loss. A 

cor.Jnand ur.der Capt. T. c. Tt,;.pper, which includc6. a troop of cavalry ond a 

cor:,pany of Indian scouts fro.~1 Fort Boule, next intercepted the Apaches in 

2. ~·· pp. 29S-300. Tiepol't of the S0crct:J.r:;r o~ ·.-lar, 1881, 
p. 147. 
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Hexico senral miles south of the border, but again they eluded capture. 

Jvinir.g forces, Tt~pper and Forsyth pursued the Apaches cl.cep into r-:ex"ico 

and pusned tl:.c:.: into an ambush pl'epared by a large i'~exi.ca~ foree. The 

;<Jexicans killoC. a hunGred Indians and the rest .fled into the Sien~a l•lldrcs. 

Again t:1e rene~ades were safely bc:rond the reach of tllz Al'mY~ and patrols 

fron Fort Bowie resu~;ed :;:cv.;ir scouting operations a~ong the l•lex:.can 

bord0r. 3 

Croo~: ~n th~ S::.ddlc 

It vms now Ob'n·.ou.s to a;J.thor'".!.ties in 1·.'ashington th<>t they :r..ad another 

full scale Apac:ne uo.r on ::;heir hands.. Another costl~· ca:·~paie;n ,..;ould have 

to be launched. As a pr·cli:!Ji:--.ary s::;ep, t!1e Un·:'ced St3.tc-s opened. discassions 

sir;ned an agr2e;,1ent that pe~·.:~itted n:·,:;ular troops of e-:.ther co·,mtr:l to 

cross the international bou.nd.ary ,,1hcn in clos,~ [:!tt3uit of hostile Indian~.4 

Al.thoq;h u.s. fo;oces had occasic.:J.8lly crossed ti1e border, they had done so 

illegally, NJH, the leg2.l barrier rc.,~oved, IL1erican b~oops were f1•ee to 

conduct ope!'at;ions ai::1Cd at t:;.e Apache sanctt;.ar•y in tl1e heart of the Sierra 

:Jadre I'<lOl:nta ins. 

A second im.:;>or''cant p::.•eli.r'l.ii1a1--y step ca::1e en Septe;·tbcl' 4-. Brit,. Ge;--.~ .. 

George Croo:.C Has reassigned to cor,mmnd the Depa.•t:::~r.t of Arizona.. ~lith 

c11aracteristic deternination, he attacked his p::.•oblc:-!1 imr.tediately. :·;iounted 

3. Ogle, uFederal Control of ;,!estern Apach;;;s, 11 pp. )03-304. 

4. U. S. Statutes at Large, Vol. XXII, p. 



on his celebrated Hule, Apache, he rode about the d,;-partment telkillt_; uith 

tbr:: Ind-lar;.s. He quickly cm:~e to the conclusion that they bad been robbed, 

cheated, and in gcneJ.'al rr.ost sha::tefully abused by tLG a.:;0nts of th0 Indtan 

Bureau. In fact, he reported, the Apaches 11 ho.C. c:r·:_sp:'.a.).'ed re .. tar%able fore­

bearance in renaini~ at peace. 11 5 B'.lt tite da:~tae;e h3.d Oc:cn C.one, and Crook 

next set about i'-:='ro·/~ng t;,e ;,,anage .. Lent of San Carlos aLd. preparing for an 

offensive agsinst the renegades in dcxico. 

Carlos Reservation. In No'.'e:!l':Jer, 1022, he call:;d the reservation Indians 

into council a:Hl outJ i::,ed for thcra the new s~rste:.l. No longer would they 

have to 1 ive nuar t::o e.,:;.::ncy and report freq1Jentiy for ro:i.l call. Hence-

forth, the7 would be frr~e to settl<: v:hcrcver on tt.c: rcs::orvation th?y chose. 

NO\-l' that the Apaches could. S8Gi·: out better lar,ds, Croo:: told them, they 

would be expected to :nal:e a ~.1ore S0:::-'ious atter:1p'v all far_~:ing and self-s-,.;.pport. 

prev.:.ous functi.on.s, the L10i8:-,3 ~-o~ould also "ue accounta0le to m-:.litary 

agents--Capt. &t..1<2t Cratdorri at San Carlos anC. Lt~ c:1nrles 3. Gate-Hood at 

Fort Apache. Lt. Br~tton Davis v.;as assigned to a};sist C:ca'.dord and Lt. 

Hamil ton Roach to assist Gatec.;ood. Ti1ese tuo off"lcers Here to recruit 

and com;:;_r:tnd cor:panies of native scouts that Hou2.d :9rescr'.'e 

5. R.·port of t;1e Secret8rJ of !·:Tar, ::88.3, 

6 
the peace. 

6. Ib"ld. Britton Davis, T:Je Tr'-lth .P.boc;t Ge''Or:!.::!o (Hew Haven, l929L 
p. 30. LCi'Ck'Wood, Apache Ind:.ans, p. 2u.l. 
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Croo:{ next turnE:d his attention to the tas1-c of o::_•.;o.nizing an expcdi-

tion to ferret the renegade Chirical1uas out of the Sierra H3.d:re 1·1ountains. 

His previous ex9cricnce in Arizona had taught him thut it tooit an Apc.che to 

catch o.n Apache. Regu:;_ar troops proved too cu:nb2rso:.1e for the t·ype of 

mountain and Q,;scr-:; ·..:arfare at '..l'hich the Apaches e;:celled. Having decided 

to rely on lr;d;_ar.s as tn::; Qackbone of his stri~inz cohu:m, Croo'!.. reorgan-

ized the l'.p~1.che scout cOl'iJS ar.d recn;.-.:..t:::d it to full strength. s:~Uled 

frontierS . .JCh v..·:1o lr::tC. scr-l2d Crook 0efore tu:::ned u-;_:, to enl ~.st as ~-Jhite 

scouts. Among the:c vrere Al Sieller, Sam Eow::1an, a::1d trc-:Y~e t-';clntosh. 

The leading expon0;-1t of ::ll:.le trains for supl)ly transport, C:r•ook duvot0d 

much attention to org,".nizing his po.cl\: trains. Lildel~ 1~.is old ps.cl:r:.aster, 

To;-.1 noore, they H3~e b::oought effie ::.c~w:,'. 
.... 
' 

Before Croo}:: 1s e.c:pedit-Lon CO'lld c::t unC.er \.JO.;{, tLe c:r:.ric~ilua rene-

gades struck a,3ain. In L3rc~,, l~~J3, while Gcron:::lO raided fo:::' horses in 

Sonora, Chato 3nd t1.,\;nty-six t,·[t-rriors c~~ossed the i·c'ce:'llational boundary 

and blazed a blo~dJ traiJ. acr:)sS southern Arizona. T~~e garr-:.son at Fort 

Eo'.-'ie tried to intercept hii:!, I-'atrols combed the Chil~ica:'lua ~-Iou..'!.tsins 

and the Sulpht:r Spl~ine;s and San Slnon Valleys. Troops fror:-, other forts 

also took the f-~::;ld to search for the raiders. In six d::r;.c;::;, hoc..rcver, 

Chato and J-,-!_s nen 1~ode 400 1:1iles, killed twcnt:'-six sett}e~s, and d'isap-

peared into nexico ~~;_ttout beine; sigUed b-;_r a sin[';~'-e 
, . 8 

SOl.-d·:..er. 

7. Sc:hr!Jitt, General Geoq;;e Crook, p. 245. 

8, Ogle, 11 Fecleral Control of !.--J2stern Apaches, 11 pp. 308-309. ?ost 
Reh,_rns, Harch, 1883, cited in nurray, Histor.~r of Fort Dm-rie, p. 221. 



For Crook, Chato 1 s raid produced one benef::.cinl rcs'J.lt. One of 

Chato 1 s warriors, wto:-:~ the troops later dubbed 11 Pescl1es, 11 deser'!:;ed h"i.s 

corc:rades and Sl'.l~re:ndered at San Carlos, He offered to gu"i.de C._·oo~~ 1 s 

expedition ·ln";o the s·:erra r:ac.res 8i1d help find the c:-:."i.rics~n.~a ca,ilp, 

Crook accepted h-Ls srorvices, and early in Eay, l8SJ, c1~ossed the Dorder 

Hith 1:?3 Apache sco~cts unc~cr Cco.pt, E.x.1et CraHfo~·d and a troop of the 

Sixth Cavalry under C::pt, Adna R. Chaffee. 

Gu::.ded by Feaci.ws, tl1e eol"...unn J.tnrched to t:1.:: tL::::C..::::<ters of the :.:~aqui 

River. Cra1.rford 1 s scouts sco:.1red t.tc rugged \-I~.lC.erneos of ~be Sicrr8. 

lihdres, and on i•T::>.y l) surpr~.scd Ch3to 1 s ca::tp. 'I: .. 7 ':illed nine b'8.rrlors 

and captured s.::v-el'3l c::-.i:_Cr:;n, bt•.t the re'.ta::..ndc~r of v:.2 ,.--.:.llagers scat-

tercd into the iJ.O;.<ntoins. Three dJ~·s later, hO'I.'e'l'-'r, Cl1ihuahua appeared at 

Crook 1 s cacp to conf,_:;r vrith tbe G.:Hcral. Oc1e ·oy one, 0;)ronir.~o. Cb2to, 

Nachez, and other rc:legCJ.de leaders folloued ChihuRhua 1 s ex3.mp2.e and ca;ne 

in to talk. ThQt the nounts.ins of I"le::ico no lonc;~:r off._;red a secure haven 

had cor:1e as a f1·ighten~ng ~'01i0lnti::m to the hostiJ.os, and they declared 

their readinef'S to b;;- forgiven 8.nd ret-urned to the re.servat-:on. Crook 

E.stute:;r infor:J0d t:~e:J that he vms really not par·:~-:..cular:;_y anxious to ::-~ake 

peace, r~Iexican forces, he said, were even then clos:..n::; in on the Apache 

stron,shold and, no do·.1.'ut, >wuld soon solve the Hhole ;:roble::1 by killing all 

of the renegades. Alar:J.~d, the C~ir::..cahuas beG;geC', Cl"co~c to accept tl1eir 

5urrender and tal-:e ther.~ bacj( to Sa:1 Carlos. ·.}it!1 E s:_m;- of reluc':;ance, 

the General finall~• consented.. :CscoPted by C:•a:-:ford and his scouts, 325 

Chiricahua and 1.'!ar1:1 Springs Apaches rvnched San Carlos on June 24. 9 

9. Report of the S~Cl'etary of h'ar, 1J2;., :pp. 173-173. John G. 
Bourke, On the Border Hith Crook {Net-r York, 13;-il}, pp. 452-454. Schmitt, 
General George C.Nok, pp. 2<+6-258, Davis, Truth About Geronimo, pp. 67-70. 
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Not all of' the hostiles had acco:npnn:l.ed Cr:::.•,.fford to San Carlos. The 

most troubleso;Je of the l'enegade lesders, in fac-::;, had tarried in I~exico 

on the pretext tLat their widely scattered lJands woc.;.ld :C.an to asse.:;b:;_e. 

Tl.J.ey had pro::r.-r_sed to r8pcrt at the ag-.;ncJ' in 11 t~ro r:lOO:-J.s. 
11 Five :noons 

later they wc;re still in :k:xico, and tl1e .tcl':.:::ona r.8~lspapcors had be::_:m1 a 

virulent editorial ca:-.1paign berating Crook for his fal-:!..urc to brine ir. 

aJl of the hostiles. In O,_·tober, :::.2f), therefol'·~. r:roo:: or;:l.ereci Lt. 

Britton Davis and his CO):J.pc..ny of Apo.cl1e sco'J.ts to loco.te t~e procrastinating 

Chi:r.icahuB.s and ret·.crn then to San C:...rlos. Carr.-ping near the border, Dav.is 

sent scouts into :io::ic·:> -:';o search !'or the rcrcec;:1des, .F'::nally, Nacl1ez and 

Zele brought their> peopl::;- in and Davis~ assisted b:,r t::>oops frOJ.1 Fvrt Bowie, 

escorted them to the re::.c~'vat·::.on. In Janua::o;,', :;.30~~, he returned, found 

Cha to and i-!anga s (son of ;.:anga s Color:.~ do s), and too:-:: th8:~~ to tfle :::gcmcy. 

Only Geronimo and his band no·rt re,;lo·:_r,::>d in Mexico, r.j_1Ci, for a ti:1ird ti.ne, 

Davis camped on the bo:.:de-c, St~:_ 'H2:::~:s of scout-Lng at ln.st brought Geronimo 

and h-Ls ba~d, trui~in;; a herd of .3:;o cat-cle s"(;oJ.en from :·:e::ic:m ranc1wrs, 

to Davis 1 ca.:lP on ti~e bo2der. On the way to San Ca.rJ.os, a U.S. f1hrsl1al 

and a posse of co;-lbo:,Ts atte::1ptad to arrest Geront:.w a~1d take him to Tucson 

for civil trial. Ai(led -'JJ a \··!est Pcint class:-.Jate from Fcrt Bo·"·ic, ho,,r-

ever, Davis tric~·:ed the i·Iars'clal and e::_u.C.ccl the lwsse. i:,'-;.th Ge:r-on"l:-;10 

safely settled at San Carlos, the Chir::cahuas once _.·,o:._·e were all at pcnce.
10 

10, 
Secretary 

DaY is, T:::-uth A':Jo'c.:t G2r0~1"1:1o, 
of\'Jar,-1804, p. 1.54. 

.. So-
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The Outbreak of 1885 

F-,'o;n the spring of' !883, when the hostiles agreed to mak-e: p"'ace, 

until the spri.ng of 16C.5 Arizona again enjo;7ed a br~ef respit~ f1~om Apnche 

depredations. On the l'0Servation, hOHever, t:le cn-:r-:callU3S fol'nd ther.!-

selves caught i~ a po· .. rr.;r str~;~ggle betH~:::n the1r ::1ilttary and civilian 

agents. Follot\d_r_g the f':l'l'3l1dcr of tl1c reneg:::::dcs, the ~-kcret3.r:.0s of Uar 

and the Int-:;r:i.or h2.G :--;eld exte:nded discussions t:1at fir.:J.:l/, on Ji.<lY 7, 

:::.83), culm:i.nated in a ~o-:.nt .ne:norancJ-clr.l that r;o.vs CJ:>oo:: police control of 

ll 
all the Son Cc.:l'los J~pachcs. 

This me;:JOrm:d-..l.l.l sclVE,d no probler.:s, for t1'1e old curse of C.:i.vided 

Lt. Gate1-100d, attc1.1p~ed to extend their control of t::oe Inc1 ians in accord-

a nee witi1 t:1e agrr~e,J?lrt; cf July 7, tltc civ::.l:tc.n ad .. t:.n-:.st:i.'ators, proCd2d 

by their supe·riors, resisted tnis cncroach;-,Jen~ on thcii~ c·.;.sto."lary authorit~r. 

Sensing the conflict, t~1e L1:::ans so'J.,:ht to p:2.y o~f one agent against the 

ot;1er, and beca~.1e ir.cre2.s:.nc~-Y 6ifficul t to control. The~r openly defied 

the p:-oohi.bition a::;ainst tiz1;in-drin~~ing ar,d >·r~fe-bea-~ing, ar,d virtually 

6a:::>ed the military to stop th;:::u.
12 

Conditions "!'"nt fl'o:::c bad to WOl'Se, u~c,til on r::::::.," 15, JG·S5, the clir:mx 

finally ca.7l.e. FolloHiD[; a glorio·~:s tlz;.-rin dr·.l:tk, Gero:1~:10, l'latchez, and 

Na1:a, acco.'D.panied by forty-two warrio:Ps and nine·~;;,'-tt·IO uo~.1en a::;.d children, 

fled the reservation and once ::1c·e headed fo~~ :'Ie;:::.co. SoJ.di'~l'S fro~;t Forts 

11. Report of tl1-2 Secret8r!/ of _;ar, 1882, p. J..l':;. 

12. D-avis, ?ruth About 
Control of Western Apa~hes, 

Geror."i.i:lO, pp. ---__.,..,.. 
pp. 31<--)21. 
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Bowie, Tho::1as, Huachuca, and Ca:np Grant enacted the famil"!.ar routine of 

spreading out to intercept the f:..<gitives. But the Apaches, with theLr 

;rtasterf"J.l evasive tactlcs, slipped. saf:::ly ac:..'oS3 t::-_,_e 0ord~r ard lost tLJr:J-

selves in the mo'mto.ins. Once aga"ln the troops loo::ed forward to the 

dreaded ordeal of a ca:Jpa i:::;n in the forbicid.ing Sit:l'r·a {.:<:,C:r\''S. 
13 

and enel'getic ca:.ll)::li[;n to round 1.:p t_!ce r.::ncgadcs. On J:me 9~ he wired 

Croo\c aut':lority to e:r.::.·:..st an additional 20G L:.C~.an scou.'cs, ar1d instructed 

Crook chose Fort Do:rie, wJ.1ic:1 wns ti..-irteen r,Jilcs :L.'ro.a Bov:ie .Stat:;_on and 

at the sa·:te t:;_,,,e co:w<:::liG;l.t to the f:;_8ld of ope1•aGion:::. Gn J;_me 11 Crook 
; ., 

arrlved at the fort;"'+ Fro;n tllat d8J tmt:.1 the f·lrta3. CZ...)~.tulation of 

GeroniinO in Septe:.Ji:le:r, 183,~, Fo:-t B~··"\·:ie H&S tl18 base fro:.1 which three 

successive ca.apalgns anc~ a H:.:lttt"Jdc of s~~all suppol~t·ing expeditions were 

mounted a.;ainst tr_e Chir:calT.>as in _;exico. 

Oncr:::.t::.cns of Cra'.J:ford u:'>t~ Davis _.__ __________ __ 
The reciprocal agre·~::1ent wttll flex·ico 1;1hich pe:..·nitted U.S. troops to 

pursue hostile Ir,dians so .. 'ch of tl:.e border had eXi_Ylred. Bc:t Crook con-

ferred with the gov0rnor of Sono:>a and obta bed his cor,s~mt to A.acriccm 

operations in the Sicrru. Iiadre Mo~mt<Jins. He t:.en dispatch;;C. two forces 

13. Report of tl:e Secreta:•y of 
-~h About Geroni:1.o, pp. 144-l)l. 

Davis, 

14. Rep0rt; of the Secretary of ~1i..,r, 1.J86, p. J.4j. 1'ost Returns, 
Jv..ne, 1885, cited i:-J. !>furro.y, Histo:;.•-;r of Fo~Bc~]:::.. p. 225. 



' 
of Indian scouts into f.'Iexico, one under Cs.pt. ~;unet Cravrford and Lt. Britton 

Davis, the other under Capt. Uirt Davis and Lt. Charles B. Gatewood. He 

southern Oord:;rs of J,r·izona and 1~:::-w nexico to prevent ti1e rene:;adcs fro~:1 

t i t , u , d 0" t 15 re-en er ng r.e ni-r;e oJL-a es. 

purst~ed the Chirica:1ua s v,;ith tl'.c ut;'tost tenac H~-. Sever:1J t ir:ti.; s, the 

Apache scov.ts surprised the hostib ca::Jps ::n tlv~ Sier!.~a i-hdres. In each 

a decisive ac'~ion. F'_l.iSl-.. :;d cu'~ of t:-.e Sicr:.'<:: I2dres by the pcrsiste:tt 

trailing of tl':.c t;.:o sr:o·L··~ colu~.ms, the hostiles dr:!.f:~d bacl< tm1ards the 

i:Jorder. u,_spit8 the string o:' wiJ itar::; outposts, one "!.Janel slip~ed into 

the United Stat:::s at G·;_ad:J.:'.up2 Can~·on. Folloh'ed c::.oscly b,J' c::.~awford and 

Vfirt Davis, tl1e raiders re-crosso:;C: tl1e border anc', los';; tiv~ir pursuers in 

Chihuahua. !~xha 1}_st:.:d, ',_,he st:"5.\c:..c'l[; colu;xlS reported. to Crook at Fort Bouie 

. 16 
cc: ,npa l;f;n. 

In November, vlll-Ue C:cs.Hford a:.1C::. Davis HI2I'e refitting their co:·:-.:Ja:1ds, 

Chihuahua 1 s brotl1c:2, Josanie, leci a raidi:lg party of ten warriors into the 

United St2.~es. Du:..~ing the period of OH0 i.10:.1t~1, be rode 1,210 >•liles th:.:'ouch 

15. Report of the Secretarj of ';iar, 2-.SiJ~. p. 14·9. Schl.-:Jitt, General 
Geoq~e Crook, pp. 2)6-257. 

16. Repo::.~t of t:-,e Sec~'ctary of :.rar, lGC;C, pp. J.5C-15l. Davis, 
Truth Aoout GePoni--,o, pp. 1,·7-:;_:--5. H. U. DaJy, 1'T::e Geronl:1o Campaign, 

11 

Arizon3 Historical RcvieH, Vol. III, No. 2 (July, 1·;/)1), pp. 26-~4. Daly 
Has Crai-rfor0 1s pac:-2]astc1~. 



a region patrolled by eighty-three companies of soldiers, k::_lled thirty--

etsht HlY~tes, captured and HOre out 250 horses, and escaped inCa [(exico 

17 wlth the loss of one nan. The obviou:3 seriousness of the si:;uation brought 

Gs-n. Sheridan hiJ;-Jself to Fort Bowte to confer 1t1:.th Crook. Si":erid3n arriveD. 

on Nove;.1ber 2~'. ·:trt Davis had alre2.d~r taken the fleld a:1d Cr9.frfo::>d left 

" n 
the day Sheridan 8.rr:._ve;:, -'-u T':Le Lieut~na:1.t Genera::_ 8._p~J8.r2dly could offer 

f-c;H sug;;t::stions for ir-~proTing Croo:<:: 1s ,_13nage.-wnt of tho campa:'---):J., for the 

the fi.rs~. Indian scou!:"s, led b~' w:<:::; offlc:.'l'S and re}Jir.,:; 0!1 m'.liu trains 

to transport sc.pp:ies, COl-:lbed tllc mountai:1s of S'::cora "!.:~, senrch of Lhe rene-

eades. To Cr:J.¥Iford 1s sc:~uts fdl the ,-m.jor s~-::-3.rc· of t:·:e fi:~·;;tir1g. 

The Death of Cr::J.~,-Jford 

Capt. Cra·.·1forG, assi:o:-Ged ~y Lt. 
,, 

E. Shipp, and 

Tor~ Horn as chief seout, led his :::c:1 th~'O'.;gh aic~cst i:.Jpcnl:tl,able s-cre'ccl.•es 

of the mountain "''ilderness of Sor.ora. ·:~h-:le Croolc, ignoriy-,z Sheridan 1 s 

anxiou.s telegrc.phl.c re,.-,_uesi:;s for information, en~o:/ed Chr-:st::oas eggnog \<lith 

Capt. f.-BrklanU at Fort I3ow"le, Cr::rv;ford 1s scouts sc;archr::d the Sier:::-a r·::ac.res 

for the trail of the hostiles. So:te 200 l!liles soU;h of the border they 

finally pic:~ed u:J the tra·n and, suffering fro:n ex;1austion ar,d bitterly 

cold v.reather, follmwd H to the hidden renecadc: cac,p. On JB.m'.O.ry 10, 

1826, Cra;-!ford atto.c~·:ed the Indian viL.age, on~.:; to fi:1.d that the occtcpants 

13. Report of ti1e Sccretar:,.- of \'JC:~r, l83S, pp, 7-9, '11. 
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' had discovered Lis approach and scattered ·1nto the ncuJYGa:L'1S. :Ihile t~1e 

officers were lamenting their misfortv..ne, hoHevel~. an Apache Honan returned 

to the camp· w:i"::h word that Geronir:co and r;achez Hlsh'3d to talk H::.~h Crouford 

the folloulr~g C.ay. Crauford agre<od, and went into ca;:lp to mrs. it the sched­

uled hour. 

Crawford t~as dc.;;:,'.:;in.~C. never to kc8p i1~.s appoint!il(mt. At du:m the next 

norning a large force of r·.Icxican i:c~ret;u2.ar troops laLmchcd a S'..lrpri.se attack 

on the bivo·.mc. ot' the scot:ts. Cra·.rford fell, i.:oc:<:slly ·.:oundeC. i':hile Geron-

imo a:'ld his people glee.full~r watc!wd t:'l.e spec t&c2-e f:..•o .. 1 S'J.l':::'O'J.nding he iehts, 

the Apache scouts 2.nd i-~e:<~icrm troops e.:;:changeJ. f~.re for two hot:rs. Tl1en the 

nexicans fell bac:,: and occup1cd strong dufensive pos::.t~ons. ::rhile the two 

forces confl'onted each other ,nenac"lnc;ly, Lt. ;.2.us, t-r:to had succeeded Crawford 

in comr.;and, convinced the surviving ,'·Iexican officers of tiwir m1.stakc. 

Dut I•Jaus DOH found hi:!'lsclf in an un~enable position. D~ep in unfriendly 

countl'y, faced by hostilv l~:_:Jachcs ar.d susp~_cio~!S .i;.:;;-;~:i.c:=~n troops, his a1:1-

mnn1tion and food vir-cuaJ.ly- e:~~musted, i·'!aus deciC:ed to return to Fort Bowie. 

At the end of the first da~r 1 s ::JJ~-"ch, &nethe-r \JO;;,an _from GJrOYli:;Jo 1s band 

ca:.1e to F:aus a~1d s0.id t;1at the Cll:!.rica:ma lcadel"S s-:;ill f-WntcU to t<:.lk. Two 

days later. l-hus, una1'meC., ;:tet with Geroni:,;o, Nac:lez, :i'IaJ:.a, and Chlhuahua. 

Geronimo sz.'id that he 1.·Jished to dis;::uss ti1e: po:::.si:Jility of surrender with 

G~:-1. Crool: personall:r, anG.. for· tl1nL purpose wo1.:lC. 1,1eet w:l.th hi.'LI near Srn 

BernarC.ino in 11 tvro !'1!0ons. 11 As evif2,z,:.,ce of goo(.. fa-:tr_, Gc:·ron"ll'!'lo sur::'endered 

nine people, including his oun and :!achez1s v..•ifc and o:d lbna, to act as 

hostages. Leav'!.ng C-..:pt. Cromford 1 s body in the c8.re of the Presidcnte of 



• r;acori, I~us hurri"'d north to report to Croot.1 9' 

Tl1e Conference at ciDon de los F-::1bc~.dos 

Lt. ::a us reached the border on Pebl~uary l, l:::0~, al-,::l, after corimuni-

eating with Crook at Fort Bowie, \.Jas ordered south a::;ai:1 Go meet the hostiles 

and escort the,~: to the con::'ercmce si"te. He ca: )pcd on tile S::.:n Berr.a;::>dino 

River, about ten :niles south of tl-.2 Qor•der, until i:-lrch l), v;hen the rene-

gades finally appcan~d. F:J.us atte.-::pted to pi~r·st;.ar>3 C:croni::~o to accompo.ny him 

to Fort BOl~ie and there have his taB: uith Croc:~. I:.ut the C~iricahua chief-

tain would go no fc::.'thc.i~ north than the canon d-e los }i:;buc'.cs, about tuelve 

miles from tJ::.e bo:'o.e~', ;-::1~2:·e h;:; insisted tl:'2t the G~aco:::·al 
' , 20 
11-lh. 

1 8 "" 'R , C• 2"" 10C~ .• '1---"' 1CC'6C 0 1 :;.. t:Jdt!.S epor ... , re!) • .,.~, ... viJU, _._n -,_..,lU.> pp. :;,.----'- • vee a so 

i::ar:.s' Narrative in ll0lson A. ~lEe~::;. rcrso~eco,J.octions and Obs-~rvutions 
of Nelson A. W._les (Chica.;o, ~c;~·s;, ~P. ~;.__-Lt07. C::~.wrOi,J!SbOtiYWis 
lat"er~-brought -~oFort BoHi.-~ 3.'.1d, escorted by Capt. Joi1n G. Bourlcc, ta:-:e:n 
to Crawford 1s hoc:1.e in Ne"brss::a for !Jerraancnt i.L'.;Ol':.:ont. The ,'.?t:J.te Depart­
m.cnt took up the :,13.tter of tr.e a·~:;ac;.: on Craufo:>t.:. irl-.:.~h tix~ ;:rextcan Govern­
r:-rent. Far from acl:nc~-llec."'_r;"lng responsibility, .·.-:e:xico denied that any attack 
had t:::;ken plc,ce 8n<.l. de:1a~~._:;3(l -)_ncl~- mity payments fl'Ol.1 the United Ststes for 
a lone l:st of depredations alleged to have been cOUi1.itted by C:·s.wford 1 s 
scou":s. Report of t:1e Secrctal'Y of I·~al', 1880, p. 10. 
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0:1 :'!larch 23, therefore, Gen. Groot~ left Fort Bowie for t~1e Cailon de 

los Er.1budos. He w::::s accor.·,panied Dy his aides, Capt. John G. :3ourl-:e and 

Capt. Charles i\ober~s. and by Capt. Rob,:_~rts 1 '.;h:i.rt<:!et..-;_n::s;>-old son. Crook 

also took l'>'itil him several interpreters and two fx·-;_el,Cly Chiricahuas a: 

so::1e influence w!.th tile hostiles, Ka-c-ten-a and J.lchi::;c:. The ;aayor of 

Tucson and a pl:lotcg:·apher from To:-:~bston:.: later omcd -::;;w pa:2ty. Reaching 

the canyo~1 the ne~:t day, Croo:-: found the Chir:i.c3.l:J.Uas c..:. .. :peC: 500 yarC.s fran 

r-:aus in an l;.')regnable def0ns'lve position atop a la-:a covered hill. 11A 

full brigade, 11 noted Capt. Bourke, 11could not dr~ve cu'c that little 

garrison. 
1121 

The three-Cay ~ul:{ began on Ji!al~ch 25, 1JS6" C:'oo% 1 s party and the 

Chiricahua lcaC:crs se2ted tJ-.. enselves i:::1 a vrooc'.-.:d r-av-:n~. Pirst Chihuahua 

knovm. Tter-e is ::<o use for you to try and ta:.k :'l::msense, I a!n. no child. 

You must ma~:e up your Oiln mind whether you wt:l staJ o-..lt on t~e Harpath or 

surrender uncond:Ltionally. If you stay out, I 1ll ::ec.p nfte::;.~ yo•J. and kill 

21. Bou:;.~!:e, On the Border.J-:!.:h~}:::__ Croo\:, pp. 4r;2-4'{•~ • .Sch.::Ht, General 
George Crool~, p. 2DJ. 
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22 
the last one, _i_f it t::.~~es fifty years. 11 

The Indians retired to t~t:ir car::p and, t:·.rous;1out the n;::-::'c G::tJ, de-

c:l.rculated a,;1or.g tl·.e hos~iles exerting t:1eir inGucnce in favor of capitu-

lation. Durir.0 the c':BJ Croo1~ apparer.tly sa\'1 that he coc.ld not hope for ur.-

conditiomd :L:rrenc:::::..", s.,,d co:.J.uunlcated to t::.e ~'los;:;iles tree propos~:l that 

was later to produ~~ so .:nch confusion and cont~?overs:•. Ge would accept 

their surrender on co~d-Ltion tLs:. t::cy be conr:.:ed ~n t,,,:; E~st fc:~ not .:10r2 

Nana, who ;-;as too o~d to c:::.t<;:,e fv.r~::ter t1~ouJle, woc!lC. be pcr::itted to r·::Oi:J.2.in 

leaders accep~~ed, and in a secon<l cv.r.:'erer.ce on :·.:srch ;~~~ ClY!.hur.li• .. m, Nnchcz, 

the "'.eetinc ar.d sc1~ it :J:· co~TL:r to For;:: Bouie i'::Jr Grm:s_:rl~sion to ':!ash-

ington. Early the next r.:.orn::.ng h2 s-:;arted for BcH-!.2 hir:1self, leavL'l.; Lt. 

C' · · ' t ch f '" 23 r.u•-:..car.uas o " 2 or..,. 

As Croo:c a:1d ;1i~ staff rode nol'th tm-m:--G.s Fo::ot BmFi.e, -che~f ;net Geronb1o, 

}!achl2z, and several other Chirica;·r,JBs riC.ing in t:1e O;)posite c:-:.rection, rcnr-

~-~~g drunk. :Uurill.g the n·:~bt th0y ilo.d boutjht i~1csca: f:i.·or.: a man naucd Tribolet, 

who lived on a 1•anch Just south of tilC bordc;r. l-l01-r tll\'"~' >-J2l'e l'CturiYiDJ: to 

22. The tl'ansc:cipt. of the co;·,f:)rence, as l'.:.;cordcd by C2.pt. BOl..a-·::e, 
together Hith pertinent; corres;:Jor,G.cnce betueen C:._'oo;: ~nC:. Shcrida:1., i& re­
produced J.n Sr_;nate Doeu:.Kmts, )J.st Cor,g., lst Bess., hu. 88. i'"luch of it 
:i..s reproduced in Dnv-is, ~utL Abot:t Gcr9~, pp. l)v-212. 

23. Bourke, On the Bo·'dc:~' with Crook, pp. 470--47). 
George Croci£, p. 2~•1. Creole to Shcr"idsn 1 ,·Brch 2"(, l.SJ6, 
Davis, Trut!-1 J\:-wl}_t Geron"i-_221 pp. 199-200. 
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camp. Croolc continued on to Fort Bowie, arriving on ;'tiarch 29.
24 

Lt. 

J'!Iaus went to the Chiricahua canp tb r;et his charges started for Fort 

Boi.Jie. He found ;nost of the men drunk and in ugly hwnor. Late in the 

day they r.~oved the canp ten miles, but continued to drink heavily. 

'o[hile drun!c, Nachez shot his wife. Although !)Iaus sent Lt. Shipp to 

destroy Tribolct 1 s stock of lllescal, the damage had been done. DuPing 

the night, Geronir.JO ar-.d Hachez, Hith twenty ;aen, thirteen women, and 

two children, left the car.1p and struck for the Sierra ~·Jadres. Chihuahua, 

Nana, and a !:lout a dozen men, uith fo:cty-seven wo;Jen and children, re-

mained behind. ,-l8.us detailed Lt. S. L. Faison to escort these Indians 

to Fort BoHie, and wit:1 Lt. Shipp and the scot:ts sta.rted in pursuH. 

The trail, as anticipated, led :i.nto the heart of ti1e J:1o·:..:ntains. The 

terrain became alr.tost L:passable and, ·when ;·._.:a us discovered that the 

fugitives had killed their horses and scattered on foot, he gave up 

the chase and returned to Fcrt Bm•ie, repo1·ting to Crook on April 3. 25 

~l-:e Re':llace,.1ent of Crock 
-----~-'---

~Jhen Lt •. '-:b.us reacher,:· Fo~t Bowie, Crook had already co:Jpleted the 

exchange of teleera.~lS t~ith Gen. Sheridan that ter.1rinated his services in 

Arizona. 26 Enmity seems to have been developing bettwen the two generals 

for several months. The Lieutenan~ Crt~neral, in ::tany v-rays that must have 

24. Schmitt, Cencral George Crook, p. 2S1. Bourl{e, On the Border 
with Crook, pp. 400-481. 

25. !"iaus 1 Narrative in f·!iles, Per~:!~.l Recol:._::ct::.ons, pp. 480-470. 

26. With the exception of one important telegra::~, which is repro­
duced in Davis, Truth About Geronimo, pp. 214-2i5, these telegra.ns we!'e 
all re~roduced in .;~iles, Personal necoll0ctions, pp. 471-476. T'11ey were 
all dated between i\arch 30 and April 3, 1'C~G-:-



irritated Crook intensely, had de~·.to':lstrated h"!.s lack of U..'1derstanding of 

the problems involved in warfare against the Apaches. !'loreover, he had 

ba:.?ely concealed his distrust of tlle Apache scouts, wholl1 Crook regarded as 

the only troops that could possibly track dmm the renegades. 

Crook's t~leg:c•am outlining the tcri.tS on vr!1-~ch he had accepted the 

Chiricahuu s-:1rrenC.cr prvCuced consternat:;.on in Uashington. Presitcnt 

Cleveland, in fact, refu~ed to approve the telY">S. Accordingly, Gen. 

Shcrldan on l'lal~ch 30 Hired Cronk th3t the Pres-:..dent ·~nsisted on uncondi-

tional surrender.. Crook was b.strected to reopen ne0ot·.:.ations and secure 

such a surrenC.er. He was also to 11ta:-:e every pr2cauti::m against the escape 

of the hostiles, 11 and to 11 5.nsure ac;ainst further hostilities by completing 

the destruction of the hostiles unless ttese ter:-r,s are accepted.
11 

Capt. 

Bourke, who !mew CJ.'Oo~: p2rh8.ps mo:.:e inti1:-:ately than ar.yone 1t1ho has left a 

record of him, descr1·oed Crco~{ 1 S reac~ion 'co these ins~ructions: 

GencraJ. Cl~oo:: .• , w:~s u;,a';)le to ~E.·e 
hou he cou:id al1cH Indians, or acty'boty e!s(!, 
to eD~~er his c2::~~) t':1d-';l' asst:rances of pe:>:'sonal 
safety, and at the sa:Je ti.:-.1e 11 take every pre­
c:Fltj_on at;ainst escape. 11 Unless he treaclwr­
ously m'.l~'dered them in cold blood, he Has 
unable to see a v1ay out of the dile:ru.1a; and 
Cl~cok t--~as not the J,lan to lie to 

2
7ny one or 

deaJ treacherously by him ••• 

The escape of Geronirao and Nachez naturally aggravated ti<e conflict 

between the tHo generals. Sheridan, Hhen he lcarneQ the news, sarcastic-

ally telegrapt-.ed C:::•ook that it see~.led stmnge that the renegades could 



have escaped without the knowledge of the Apache scouts. Stung by the 

implication of disloyalty arrro:1g his scouts, Crook replied that 
11
There 

can be no question that the scouts were tht'roughly loy8l 1 and would have 

prevented tLe hostiles leaving had it been poss::ble. 11 Sheridan answered 

this dispatch by stating, ratl1er petulantly, that there now seened no 

other recourse t:;8.n to conce:1tro.te troops at key po-:._.--,ts and pro'cect the 

settlers. 11You have in yot'r d-cp;:ort.-wnt fort~·-six co:n)anies of in:lantr;y 

and forty conpan·ies of ca·;,ralry, 11 he declared, 11 3.nd ou0tt to be abJ..e to 

do a good deal w::.th such a fore-~~ 11 He ended by directing Crook to submit 

a plan for fut1.!re o:_:~crati-:-n-1'3. 

Relations Oeh-::::d1 the tHO officers hnd r.ow reachGd such a state that, 

to Crool:, the"-'e see:·1ed but one possible cot;rse of action. On April l, he 

s·~lb::Jttted to Sher::.dan a lucid explanation of the p:.ilosop:1y that had guided 

his r.~HitaT'y anC:. dip:!.o:-:1atic dealings wj_th the Apaches, anC concluded by 

asse:~ttn.g his be::..:i.ef that 1:ti1e plar: upon ~:hich I rave conducted operations 

is the one no~t likely to pr:h·e su~cessful in the end. It :Tiay be, however, 

that I am too r.n.m~ \-i'edded to r.-:y own v::.ews in this matter, a:1d as I have 

spent nearly eigllt years of the hal~dest wor;c in HJ life in this department, 

I respectfully reque:::t tl'lat I may new be relieved. fro:n its cor.uand.
11 

27. Bourlce, On the Border ;.;-'.th Crook_, pp. 483-:·1-BL~. 
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Sheridan lost no t:!.ne in complying w"lth Crook 1 s request. Th~ next day he 

issued orders direc'Ging Brig. Gen. Nelson A. 11iles to relieve Crook of the 

On the dn.J· that Gen. j\Jiles received his orCers, Chihuahua and t:1e 

Chiricahuas who had refus.;d to go with Geronbo and Uachez arrived at Fort 

Bowie under escort ·;:;:t Lt. Fa:i.son. Croo~ could not bl~ing hitlS~lf to tell 

these Indians t:~,at his p1.'ornise had been officially disavow<2d an6., five 

days later, he J.oadcd the .. 1 on a ti~ain at Bowie S':;Cttion for trans~)ortation 

to Fort ~;arion, Flo:cida. On April 12, G,;n. i'!iles arl~i vcd at Bm;ie Station 

and went irrmcdiately to For~ Bot'ie. Croo:{, ne'iily assigned to the Depart~ 

ment of the Plat~e, t1.:rned O'Jer h1s co::unand to ;·,;ues and left Fcrt :3mrie 

28 
and Ar:zor.a for the l8.st ti~1e. 

1.'Jith 5;JOO so:d!crs at his co:.t.:and., :-~les no·,s f:J.ced thG tssk of catch-

ing and subduing Gc~ron~mo and Nachcz, wi:;h fifteen 1;-1arriors and nineteen 

wo~1cn and children, all t:.at re .. nined of the host-ne arl'ay tl1.at had left 

the reservation a y::;ar pr·evious:!.y. 

i-I~.l8S in Cor.tl'~lf1Dd 

Sher::.dar! 1 S L:1structions to ;·-l:lles wzre coucheC: in gei1eral ter::1s. ·vJhile 

exercising great care to prevent ti:le spread of hostili'i:.ies, l··~il::;-s was to 

conduct vigorous operations al:ned at destroyin.::; or- c::.pturing th-:: renegades 

1n nexico. Only in tl1e ,,w,tter of placing reliance Oi.1 native scouts did 

28. P.eport of the Secretary of \-:ar, 1C86, p. 154. Sch.rnitt, ~~ 
George Croo~i:, pp. 265-2S6. 
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Sheridan get specific, considering it advisable 11 to suggest the necessity 

d rr29 of making active and prominent use of the regul~r troops of your comm.an • 

I11iles approached his task with characteristic energy. His first step 

was to strengthen the s;tstem of bo~~der outposts, which had never effectively 

prevented hostile forn::rs tnto the United Stat8s, The_high mountains, bright 

sunlight, and c:ear at:1o.o;phere of the South...rest offered ideal conditions for 

e:•Jploying the he~~io.;;raph. l's"lng this devL::e, which consisted of mirrors 

;,wunted on a tr-l_pod, s~illed operators cot·,ld ca'~ch the; sun 1 s raJs and flash 

lilessages over ct·:..stanc .. e:J as p'eat as hrenty-five or thirty m1.les. Dividing 

his department into districts of observation, !·Jiles coverBd SO'.~thern Art-

zona and !~ew f;C;~ico Hith a net:wr:{ of heliograph stations. In all, there 

were tw~mty-seven stations con':lec-Gion prsctically all of th8 hi.gh peaks 

of the re.;ion. One s:.Jch station was located on Bo\.Jie Peak, above Fort 

Bowie. L-:nk'_;d v1Hh five other stations, the Bowie Peak heliograph during 

other station in 'che s~rsti..:'m~ In 2ach distr~ct of observation, ~r.lles 

positioned W0ll-eq~!ippcd ~ .. wOilo cOlU':ms rear.y to intercept any mo.raul:ing 

·co 
Indians sig::.ted by- the observers at the hel-lograph stations, J 

29. Report of tl;e 3ecretc:ry of l•!ar, lOJG, pp. 72-73. 
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S:J.tisfiec~ t:1at his defenses '..rere ·In order, ~-files tu::-ned hi.s attention 

to planning an oi'f:msi-ve. At Fol~t lb8chuca he found an officer and a doctor 

who bel-:eved, as he. and Sher-:..dan dld, tnc::.t Hhite solCUel'S could ,._,s.tci1 tne 

Apaches in C'J.nni.ng and fOl"titude. To Capt. H9nr··:T li. LTdton and A::::ting As-

sistant Surgeon Leonard 1:Jood, ;·Jiles therefore ass-L.:;neci. the responsibility 

of formtng an el~te st::.':.!.:~.n-~ colu;:;n of sp0cial:y chosen men. Lmrton as-

scai)led his coi:t':l<:nd at Fort Ht.•:J.chuca early ·:_n I£.y, l,J[X). It cons·~stcd of 

A pack tra~.n of lCJ :;;ules ar.d tllirt~r pac::ers proviUcd d:J.il:,• 
)l 

S'.lppl~r. 

rr:vaged settlc~ents in Sonora and tOen s:1ept Lorth t:p the &nta C1•uz Valley 

of Arizona, ~-:ill·Ln,:; ll":1:'ctes a01.d sbs~.inc stocl~. A troop of the Tenti1 Cavalry 

under Capt. T. c. LeOo traile:i the raiC.ers fo1~ 2CO mi:-..es an::i Cnally, on 

of the border. After a b~'1.SE. enga.;-·2:Jcnt, in :;i1ich Lebo lost oe1e ;·.)an killed 

and one wvunded, the Indi.an.s bro;:e contact 2nd continc;.ed the:ir flit,h·~. 

Other forces ':Jero no~~ in the area, and on !lay 15 Cap~. C. A. ? • Hatfield 

and a troop of t:ne Fourt:1 Ca\ralr~r surpr:.sed the host"lle ca:.1p east of Santa 

Cruz, Sonora. Although the inllab·~ tant s seat tered into tile wounta ::.ns t.rithout 

loss, Hatfield captccrcd a:l of ti:.9.:.1~ camp equi)aG;e a:1.c~ about tHenty horses. 

31. Ibid. ,p. ~-08. Uer.:1a:m Hsgedorn, ~~::d ·:;~£, a B-:.ograpby 
(Hew York, 1931), Vol. I, p. 6J, 



The Indians r-:osponded a few days later by a:,1bust-~ng Hatfield's co;Jmand in 

a box cnn:y·on. Tlley :-:illed tHo soldi.ers, Hounded t•,;o t:ore, and r.::cov8rcd 
~~ 2 

all of their stock. J 

By nm1, l:ouever, LaH-:.;on I tad toke!1 t:1e field and was soon follovl"lng the 

hostile trail deep ir.to Sonor·n. 

After the b[.;tt~e \,:;_ti'-1 Hatfield, the l:tdia;-,s divided. One band, under 

Nachez, 't.'ent ncrth :.n-~o Arizona and even;;.-_!ally ret:cl1ed. the •;ic inity of Fort 

Apache before t'..lrn'lt..g ln::c:<: to ::-0xico. T:--.e o-;;lHJr :1eaded w:s-: aud w..1s soon 

being pursued by Capt. LaHton 1 s st~cik:Lng coltti:n. Tt.is co•TJand had h!ft 

Fort HtJ.achuca on I~::r 5 and pushed into ti1c Y2qu::. Ri·.rel~ co-u;.1try. The vel-

canic character of the i:IO~L'1ta in t-C!rr'a tn ~v:1c::1~· broke dmm the cava ll'y 

horses, and the troopers were forced to join tile infBntl~y. 

range to anoth2r. Tf"!e l,l~QO 111ile tr·e:c throut;h the Hilds of Mexico set a 

reco;-:>d for sustained o;_Je:rfltioas under adverse cond::;.tions. 3J It 'lWuld i)e 

difi'icul t to find !n tl1e annals of the u. S. Ar;;r; an instance in Hhich 

climate, terra·~n. and eneiC!J' cons;Jired to d2nand grea~c;r enduranc~ and. per-

severance of r.:en tha:-1 did Le:,.;ton 1 s ca:c~paign L1 f:exico. As 1eor.a~'d :::ood 

later rec3lled the ordeal: 

Or.e who docs not know this cou."ltry cannot 
ree.lize Hhat tl;.is kinG. of service ;;1eans--'''arching 

32. Repor·~ of the Secr(~tary of \'.~ar, 1805, p. l•)'(. 

33. For t!1e details of the ca:Jp8 tgn, see Lauten 1 s Repor',j, Sept. 9, 
!886, in ibid., pp. l'/6-lbl; and Capt. LeoiJ.ard ~-/ood 1 s NarratLre in r!iiles, 
Personal 'i1'eCOllections, pp. 506-517, Hngedorn, Leonard ·v;ood, pp. 67-103, 
foll0'.1S the expedit:.on in detail, quoting freely £~-'t'hed':fary \·-!ood kept. 
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every dH~r in t}1e intense heat, the rocks and e2rt:1 
being so torrid that the feet are blistered and 
-rifle-barrels and eve:::•ything metallic beir:t; so 
hot tl!at :;he hand cannot touch the::-:. without g0tting 
burnt. It is a country ro1.:gi1 beyond descrip~icn, 
covered. everywhere with cuctus and full of rattle­
sn8!~es a:-td other tmdesirable coupanim.s of that 
sort. The 1"'8111, wi:en it does co:.1e~ co.,Jcs a.s n 
'cropi"cal tc .. Jpr:st, trnr;.sforJning t:ne dr'Y car1rA1S 
~nto ra~ing torrents in on instant ••• 1·!e t-:ad 
no t<mts e;1d :;_ ::;_-t;tle or no Mggagc of allJ- kinC 
except rat-:ons an( 4 .unl.'nition. Su-:.ts of und-2r­
clo-rh~w" for':Je<.l our uni·"'o-"-' and ·:occas-:ns covz:red v - -b --;!, •• • - J._.. l 

our f'.::et. ,.1-.-

the:n at the close of tLe crupa1gn, he wo.s sl·10c;~ed i:Jy their gaunt and haggard 

appearance. :.n;-1ton had lost fo:r-t~, pounds, 1·iood thi2"ty •. 1Ht:10uc;h tl-.,; en-

listed raen had been Land-p:.ck..:d, only one-third of those Hho hacl. l2ft Fort 

plac.zments aC:ded d:v.ring the ia::.rc~1. T;:ree sets of ofL.ce:>S haC: served Hith 

Lawton 1 s caopaie;;n. for a:i.l its d.~manC:.s on th0 pa:>ticipnnts, failed to 

p::.•oduce the SiJcctaculal' 1·esults 2nticipatcd. Only once did th-:: t~oops 

corner their quarr;;.'. 0:-, J·'"ly 14, af'tel' over t\-10 t1or.t~1S of ir.cessar.t trail-

ing, Lm-,rton 1s Indian sco:J.ts, co:Jr::a:1C:ed by Lt. R. A. 3ro>!':l, a FoPt J')O'.·Jie 

Officer, discover'ed the hos'c::.le ca;_;p )00 t.:~lss be:i.oH tl1e bo::.~der. }',s t:1e 

regular::. !7l.Oved into posit;ion for an attac:~. ti1.e Apaches took alar::: anC. fled 



into 'che mountair.s, lcavi.ng their ca:--:.p and equip':1ent to tfle soldiers. 

Despite his failure to ene;a.r;e the en0;.-:y, Lmrton 1 s relentless pu~suit 

probaLly had the effect of wearing dO"~>?n anC'. disheartcn~.l!g the fllf;itives. 

At any rate, "rhen L!.lr:s 1 p.:ace e::1issaries fimlli s:;.cc~edcd in contacting 

the hostiles, GeronL1o 2::.d l!ac;1ez we1~e HiEing to surrenC,er on ter;·.1s that, 

se·..reral :nonths e3rlier, \·iouJ.C. have been pro:.:pt:'..y rej0ctcd. Of even mo,:e 

influence in br::_n;:;:ng cbo1.~t the f-:.!la~. s·:.lrr:.:nd..:::r, houevcr, was the re~:.oval 

of the rese:rvat~_cn C:i:.::.r::.cc.i11..:,as f::.~o_J San Ca:;:-los to Fore i-ler"S.on, Flor~_da. 

'i'he qucst::..on of rr..ov:'.1g the rcse:..~vation Ci1irica;y..1as out of Ar·"lzona :1ad 

been \.:nder serico.s conside:>dtion for some time. \·'hen Gen. SheriC.an visited 

Fort Bowie in !-Jov2.~b;:;r·, 1535, he hnd cons;;lted C2ooi: and Capt. Crawford on 

the advisability of such a i:lOve. Both off-1_ce:'S opposed it, C:'2.i·Jforcl. in 

particu1:1r arguine thct it would hav·e a bad effect on the Chiricahua scouts 

uh01:1 he Has on thG 90-:.nt ol.' lo::2.C::il" .. g tnto ne;:ico. Tl-:e proposal, th0refore, 

",-
ltl3S temporar::..ly shelv2d.-----:.> After J.:iles took co~,~;;and, .i1e qu:ickl~r beca:;1e 

convinced th2t the success of operattor;s in .::e;~ico depended. in larg~ measure 

on riddLtg his c~epartnent of the Sa•.":. C8.~'los Chir~cahuas, for thel~c was al-

>-Jays the chance t:.1at theJ Hould provide a:·e,;,mnit"lon and recruits to their 

k"lndrcd on the 'l~arpath. T:--tis co;"Jvict-lon \·188 reinforced. in July, vrhen !:iles 

visited San Carlos. T~~~ ChirJ.ca:w8s, livint;; ncar Fort J.pache, -;,rr;pressed 

35. Report of L:c Socretar;{ ot \·!ar, 18SO ~lp. 7-2, 

:;6. ~-· pp. 14-15, 73-r:-, 170-171. 
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someone told hb that they were at the very moment plotttr>.g an outbreak. He 

thereupon sent a delegation of Ch1ricahuas to i'lashington to be persttaded 

that removal fran Arizona was in the best interests of the tpi!Je. The dele-

gates refused to be persuaded, and on their return trip Ailes llad. them de-

tained at Fo~~t Lcavcn',vorth. A great deal of telegra:;>hic correspondonce 

folloowd bctFe:.:n l-i:lles 2.i:d his s-.._·~periors in ~:as~~.:i::,ston, v1ho consulted closely 

Hith the President and officinls of the Interior Uepart~:1ent. Finally~ iUles 

was authoriz~d to scr1d the Chir'ica:·lUas to Fort l·!.'lri.on, Florida. 36 

The General r:·,oved pronptl~t. Fo',lr troops of cavalry a:orived at Fort 

Apache to reinforce ti:1e thr·.:;e troops of cavalry and two conpani~s of in-

fantry that garrisoned ',;:;1e post. i\.Clgust 29, l3G6, !.;as the da~T c;1oscn for 

the coup. So gre'-lt was mles 1 anx·:_ety that he left Fort BoHie and I·Ient to 

the Hillcox telegr2ph station, wh:i.uh was in di:t'ect contact w::..'ch Fo:::-t Apache, 

to m~-ait word of the ov.tco:ae. i1t F::.rt Apache, the COITh'"Jnndinc officer, Lt. 

Col. J. F. ':Jade, asse.nbl0d the Clli:dcahuas under the ruse of a rout:ne roll 

call. 1:1hen the uns>J.spectb:; Indians had cont;:::-ega.ted, Viade 1s troops swiftly 

moved into position Nith such overpoHerlng stren&th tha'\; res::sta::-:.~e was 

ob'.·iou.sly futile. Three hundred and eighty-tvro CJ'.il•icahuas, including vir-

tually all of the fomer scouts -w!lo had se:::-ved Crooic in t:1e ;!exican cara-

paigns, were ir.unedio.tely march..:d to HolQ:::-ool-; and en:::-ainec. for Florida .. 

News of the successful capture ctt:je as a great re~ief to diles, and he 

36. I9J::1· I PP~ 14-15, 73-74. lj\;-171. 
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returned 'co Fort Bo~r:_e and the proble:.1 of the Chiricnhu:?.s still at large 

7.7 
in f1lexico,"'' 

Hoe<nJ.ed by LaHton's colt;:nn a~td a mNber of other COJ,uncmds, 8.;1d te;a:t)ted 

by offers to n:::t>:c peace, the hostiles were on tlie point of surrendei~ir.g. 

Cc. C?iWOd 1 s N::.ssion 

After the rene[;ac~es lost their cnmp to Lawton on J•J.ly l'-1-, they eluded 

their pursuers and dr·lfted norti-~. tO';Jbrds F-.cont..::-ras. Liles l;ad alr8ndy be-

cor:,e convinced tiiat t~1e th,.J ·.-:os rj_pe to put out peace feelers. \.;hile at 

Fort Apache early :1.:'1 July, he had le<1rned fro1!l Kayit<~h, a uarrtor Hho had 

recently desm•':;ed tr.e rC!'-B2)Hles and returned to Ghe :ces.;:rvation, that they 

·Here tired of outlm-1 ::. if·2 Shd ,,-,-::.gG.t be persuaded to ~•urrenC.c::> if t:1e r'!.cht 

men were sent to taL{ Hitr_ tLe:.1. i:Ees selected Kay'i.tah and another in-

fluential Ch-:..ricahr:.a, I-.D.rtine, to act as e:·:c:.ssarics. 'i'o lead the part:;, he 

chose Lt. Charles~. Gatewood, 'I-: hom G·.:rontuo knn-; and 38 respected. 

GateHood and ·che two I"G'5.i:;ns llas-~-Gncd ~o Fort 3owi<?, outfittec~, and 

with an ir.terpret2r, a pacY:e::.', and a CO'oC~ier hc.8.dc;d for j•,!exico. '1':1e group 

uet a muber of ca'!al~r pat~'o:s operatit1g in ,-.orthc'n Sonora, but could 

lear·n nothing of Geron-:::no 1 s whsreJ.bcuts. Ga~cwood then decided to cont2.ct 

Capt, Lavtton 1 s co,.nand, Hhich he found on the Arcs Ri7er. As I.2.uton d·i.d 

not know where the hos-~ile ~:ere e::.th2r, GatewooC. put h·in::.elf under· tLe 

37. ~· ::Ees, Pers0n.s.l ReGo:!.l3ct:o-:ts, Pl>• 4;: 1-f-JC). Col. \'Jade 
was the son of Senator Bcn,Jc..r::!in F. -,,JQe ot-Ohlo, 

38. Dsvis, J:·ruth Abo"~t Geroni:r:t0 1 pp. 220-223. 
~co!_!!:£tions, p. jOv, 
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Captain 1 s orders, with the understandir.g that when circUJ,:stances permittc·d 

he should be released to carry out his 1.1ission. Soo;1., ne•..rs came that 

Geronino and Ilact:ez ·,.,rere near Fronteras. :,r-:th six .Jen f·~:rnishe<.l by S:=.!:,Jton, 

Gatewood hurriec1 to Fronteras, Laa'con followine;. Oth~r corn::Jam1s, inclutling 

t~·.'O fror:J Fort Douic, Lurl alrea0.y cornertied on Frorotel~ss. Obt2ining tHo 

more interpretBrs from or.e of th~se detach:::en'cs, Gste1wod followed the trail 

of two sqt.:aws uLo r·~ad v-::.si·ccc. i":exican authorit·:...es at F-'-~onteras uH~n p.::ac.e 

overtures fro;:1 Gc~ .. on-:_Jao. 

Thr:;e Cnys l::..te;:o, :\•.:r;:J.st 24, l30.J, in J;10EntninOl..:S coc:ntry bro:ccn by 

a S\Jeeping bene~ of the Bavispe River, GateuooC:. c:J.~:ped in a co.ne-bral~:e and 

sent Kayitah and :-::::Pt::.:t) ah2ad to GcroniF>.o 1s c9..':.ll• ':i:'hc t>-JO InC.i.mJ.s en';ered 

the hostile ranchcria c.nd delivert·d ,-Iiles 1 denand for surrender, bu'.; Geronimo, 

holding Kayitah hostage, sent i'!D.rtii:.e b3ck with 1-!0l~d that only uith Gatewood 

v1ould he and Ibcl1~z talk. Gatev;ood pron:pt.1.y set; out to .meet Geroni!no. 

Shortly after his dcpc:.rter~, L3c:ton 1 s reGuJ.ars 2rl'i';ed and :r;,ade ca::1p in 

the cane-bra::e. 

'.Hth o:1iy flis interpreters and J:a:-ti.ne, Gateuood entered th.~ hostile 

ca;~1p, After a:;_l tte Ind~a.'ls had been seated, Geroni.:tO an:1ounced that they 

were there to listen tovGcn. !:ilcs 1 "'essag:;. Bluntl~r Gatewood delivered. 

it: 11 Su~·ren6er, and :;rou will be se:1'.; Hith ~·ou· f2.r.1ili2s to F:l.orida, ther-::: 

to aHait the d~cision of the Pres"!..der.t as to your final d-;.sposition. Accept 

these ter!~lS or fizht it out to the bi.tter end. 11 'l'iw r,ostiles soon nade 

apparent theil' des·ll'e to surrender, b'v't not on the teP',JS offered jy l',':J..les. 

If they could go bacl~ to their ::>00y.Jle at Son Ca:o~os, saiC:. Geronimo, they 



would make peace on the spot. After i"!UCh discuss:.on and argument, Geron"Lno, 

w-.:.tl1 an air of finality, said, 11 Take us to the reservation--or fight. 11 Here 

G2tewood dealt an unexpected blaH to t:1e tHo chiefs, All of the Ci:iricahuas, 

he told the;n, Here beiDb removed fro::; San Carlos to FloPicla--evcn the mo-:;11er 

they would be 1i·,·:!.~J.6 alc,:c a,n-::i ban~~s of Apac:nes hosti2.e to th2 Cl1::ricahU8.s. 

This revelntion s,;nt the Indians in'3o a co.ne-brnke fOl' consultation. ~;hen 

his age, size, appearance, cho.racter, hon2st;::, etc. Finslly, as t:--,e day 

not a white mon but o:::c of us; ;;:oe::enb~r all tLat has been sa:d '_;odoy ar,d 

tell vs Hhat vr2 shoc~ld do. 11 11Tr'.1s·i:; Ge:::1ersl :·::-:.les and s-J.rre:nc~er to him, 11 

replied Gatewood H'ltb c:.!p~u.sis. 

Ge:::'on-:i.mo pro,.r:seG to bold 8. co,:ucn ti:cat n\sht ao_d e;h'e Gate,,rood his 

anG \"Jood, eru:iously 8':Jait2d t~te out~o;,Je of t:1e delib2rations in the hostile 

camp. 

The next r;"~orni:::lg GcronLto and r:achez to:;.d. GstevJood that tlH:-y would 

take their peopl2 and surrender to Gen •. ·El2s. On tl12 Hay, however, t~.e~r 

r'!uSt be per:nit;t·eG to k:;ep tll:.:ir 81":.1s; L:r..ston 1 s cor.E.l8.i1d .:rust go alc:-:g to 

prote·:t the::J fl"Om oth~r troo~s; and Gatewood must t1"avel with the ho::>tiles 

and sleep in tt.eir cam). To these co:1d·I.tions GoteHood and LaHton assc:nte.d. 
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A courier was dispatched to Miles and the procession started north 

i d' • 1 3 9 lillT!e ... e...,e y. 

w;hen Miles learned of Geronimo 1 s desire to confer with hi:n personally. 

he grew very reluctant. ct·:.recting that :;,.nstead the hostiles sur::endcr to 

Capt. La,,zton. Lat-rton sent several more messages f.laking it plain that 

Geronimo insisted on tall::ir.g with the General and with no one else. .··Iiles 

then de:Janded so~n.e evidence of good faith, and Geronhto sent his own brother 

to Fort Bm1rie to act as hostage. T~is convinced niles. Accor.:panied by his 

a ide and a cavalry escort, r.e left Fort Bowie on Septe::1ber 2 and h8aded 

south to meet the cavalcade of Al)3Ches. On the next evening he reached 

Lawton 1 s car.1p at Skeleton Canyon, sixty-five :niles southeast of F)rt 

BoHie. 40 

39. Charles B. Gate·..toocl_, 11 'I'l-:3 SurrenOc-r of Geronimo, 11 Ar·:..zona 
l;tistorical Revie-H, Vol. IV, No. 1 (_'I.JJril, 1331), pf.', 34-!+4. C0:--1flicting 
versions of thehoatile sur.c'en.c"ter 2.re given Dy LaH;~on in He:port of the 
Secretary of 1:/ar, 1806, pp, 1T6-lCl; b:t i·Joo6 in J'.!iles, Personal Recollections, 
::IP· '5C6-5::..7; and by !'·Jiles :.n ibid., ;-p. 5J:?-525. 1t se8rriS prObibTe th3t 
~·1ile·s deliberately minimized G8.Tewood 1 s role in the surrender. Lawton, 
i\liles 1 protege and an advocate of the use of r..::gular t~oops against the 
hostiles, got r:10st of the credit and a proj:Jotion Ccsi.des. He later rose 
to the r2nk of brigadier general and H2.S killed "..n the Philtppil>~rs it._ 
18)9. Gate'I-JOOd, Crook 1s prot2ge and an advocate of tlie usc of Apache 
scouts, received aL;ost no recognition. Ir,jured in a dyr'.amite explosion, 
he was retired Oi.1 the half -pay of a first lleutenant. Fur Gatewood 1 s case 
see Davis, Tru!,h Ab~ut Ge.r>wL:,o, pp. 220-230; and Ar.ton ::ezzanovich, ~aJ)...!!!S. 
Geroni:uo, 3rd eCCl"Holly-;.;ooU, 1Sl3l), pp. 25S-313. Official correspondence 
COV"0ring the period of i"·liles 1 co:.rraand is publis:1ed in Hvuse Ex-::cutive Docu­
ments, 49th Gong., 2nd sess., No. 12..7. 

40. l·-liles, Personal Recol1ectio;1s, PYl· 5l9-52C. 
have been motivateri in pa:r't by hl~e"Occupation v;ith 

-82-

MUes 1 attHude may 
the impending removal 



Geronimo im.:;ediately appeared and was introduced to diles, The Apach2 

regarded the General for awhile, then turned to Lt. Gatet·/Ood and S;;tiled. 

11 Good, you told the tr'..tth, 11 he said. l-iiles repe2ted to Geroni:no the con-

ditions under which the hostile surrender would be accepted. ~ explained 

that the renegades HoulG. be taken, ~·rith t:'leir fo.:,lilies, out of Arizona. 

Thereafter, their fate HOuld rest in the :1ands of the President. Geroni::Jo 

assented to thes2 terr;Js, and tb-2 next :norning brought in his band and fo:--

mally surrender·ed. Nachez, hoHever, was still in the !;loo">tains. He was 

mourning his b!'o'::her, who had gone bac:{ into l':exico in search of stray 

horses and was thOU[;ht to have "been killed by 1-le:-:ic::ms. Gate~trood, ac-

compr.n.ied by h:o "lr.terpr<::ters anC. tuo scouts, Hent witi1 Gero;'limo to rrachez 1 s 

camp and persuadeci hi;,1 to co;1e in and talk to t;;iJ.e::>, NG.c2'lez, too, was 

41 
pleased with the General and pro:-'lptl:r surrender.:~d his band. 

(cor.to} of the :reservc;.tion C:1iPicahuas to FloriCa. At any rate, it 
was apparently or.ly after th~"'.·3S' Indirm.s had been placed under :o.ilitar~; 

guard on Aug. 2:; that he s~;_·iously ccnsidel'Cd a personal intervie\._r 1-Jith 
the hostile leaC.e-rs. 

''1 G t ' "S d f G . 11 1'2 ,, - '"'1 p 1 't • a C'!iOOc., urren er o ;;:ronlr.lO, p~. '-~- -'+). ..l es, ersor.a 
Recollections, pp. 520-525. ,.']il~s ::1ak.:;:-> no mention of Gate':l0od 1 s role ~rn 
per;:;:u:'1ci-i.Dg-i;J"aCbez to surren:ic:r. According to ;,Ues, :ne stag~d a dc::nom.tra­
tion of tile heliograph for Ceronj_~.1o. He sent a ::tcssag~ on thiP. instru.:1~nt 

to Geronlmo 1s brother at Fo-r·t Bo1-;rie and received a p:..~o,,lpt reply. GeronL10 
Has so i;C~pressed by the ~-:o.:,rsteriou3 de'Jl.ce thst he sent ot:.e of his warriors 
to bring Nachez in. Geroni;:10 1 s version of the Skeleton Car .yon conference 
is given in S. ;.~. Barret, ed., G0roni!ilo 1 s Story of hi.:; Life (New YorK, 
1906), pp. 144-147. 
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f.'Jiles was an:'dous to return to Fort Bcwie. Escorted by a troop of 

~!l val:r-.;!, he left Sl~eleton Canyon on the morning of September 5 and reached 

the fort that nir;ht. ~·.Jhen nearing 'Ghe post, GeronL;o lool:ecl at the Chir·i-

cahua !'IIounta ins and re.narked, 11 Th is is the fo"J.rth time I have surrendered. n 

i·lilcs replied, COl"rectly as it turned out, uAnd I think it is the last 

time you will ev21·· have occasion to surrender. 11 ·rhr9e Oa.ys ~ater Lar,Jton 

reached Fort Bot.rie Hith the rc:st of the Indians. I·,Jiles had already thro'tm 

a cordon of troops around the Bouie ;nilitary rese!"'vat~on in order to protect 

Geronimo and Nach~z fro;11 the civil authorities, and :-:.e wa.s anx-.i.ous to be 

rid of his charges for good. Soldiers speedily disar,~Jed and dismo:mt0ci 

the renegades. On scpt2:n:Der 8, 1886~ the pr~soners t.Jere all asse;:;.bled. 

Escorted by Lnwton 1 s co~rJr.and, they left for Bot•-.i..e Station to be loadeC on 

a train and sent to Florida. As the procession moved out of the post, the 

regimental band of tiLe Fourth Cavalry for:1.1ed on the Fort Bowie pB.rade 

ground and, with the stra:n.;' of 11A'-l.ld Lang Syn'2, 11 .:;aid farewell once and 

!J2 
for all to Gcroni~o. 

42. IbiC:., p. ')27. 
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EPILOGUS 

Geronimo and Hachez had surrenGered, but the natton had. by no means 

heard the last of the ChiricahU8.S, Nt:ither had Gen. !·Jiles. President 

Cleveland, elated by the successful outco:Je of the campaign, Hired J,liles 

to hold the renegac:es at Fort :Sm-t'!.e until they could be tm~ned over to 

civil authorities for criHinal trial. :-·'iiles was noH tn o.n er.tDarruss·.:.ng 

position. He had to explain to t:1e President that, li!~e C1•oolt, he had not 

obtained unconditior.al surrender. Certain te::.•r:s had been grantee.. J•iore­

over, the prisoners Here no longer at Fort Bowie but already specCine to­

wards Florida. The PresL1.cnt proaptl;y ordered them st.opr.ed and detainee\ 

at San Antonio, Texas, 1.>r:1tle he trted to find out from ?~iles exactly what 

had been pronised the Indians in return for t~1eir S'..l.rrender. ~·:nes evac!ed 

the issue and '"rote Hardy dispztches that said l·i.ttle. After a month of 

tiresome corresponden,~e, the Presiden~ decid_.~d that the t·2rms we:,_'e such 

that the reneg:?.des could not ho':1orably be t·,.n~ned over to civil authorities 

He therefore d1.rect.~d tr.nt the~r resili.te their 
1 

journey to Florida. 

There were many aspects of the confinement of the Chiricahuas in Florida 

that aroused the indignation of organi.zations dedlcsted to secm~:i.nr; justice 

to the Indian. They pointed out that Kiles 1 :::;ction in takin,;; the frL~nc'.ly 

Chiricahuas frm;1 th:;:._r >ncunta"'-n i"1omes to l..mhealth;:r captivity in F1orid8 was 

bad enough. But to subject the 1;1en Hho had serv~d Crook loyally as scouts 

--------------------
l. Report of the Secretary of ;·Jar, 1386, pp. 12-15, 144-146. 



to the same trS>a tJtent ua s worse yet. ~Joreovcr, even Y.ayitah and ~·'hrt ine, 

who at illilcs 1 behest had gone .,;ith Gateuood to persuade Geronb.o to su.r­

render, had also been sent to Florida, gnes had pro.11ised Gcrcmblo and 

Nachez that th0y wo·..tld be sent; 11rith their f<J.ilili :s out of the SouthHest. 

Yet the \•.'arriors Here confined at F.~rt Pickens and the wo,:1en and ch:i.ldren 

at Fort J.·Ja.rion. Fin~llJ, l'emoved fro!J -:;::v:oil' nat"Jral h8bitut, ti1e .Apact.es 

began C.y"ing in alar·:tinc; r~::x:1bePs. 

In Gt:r:, CrooK and G2:1~ 0, 0. H::ri"i"3J."c1, •·rhu hall r,mde: peace 11ith Cochise 

in 1372, the friencl.s of the Indian found poHCl'ful all"i.es. Crooil:, especially, 

ITJlde many speeches, Yirote r;a:Jphlets, and ta.lkcd Hiti1 con..:;ress:;1en and senators 

in an atte:apt to C.r::n:-r:o:t1.:;;e 'che plit;i1t of the Chil"ic[:.ht!.G.S and the "in~ustice 

done them. The c:::m:pai~n naturally aro'-l.sed hcat.::cl oppositton f:t:>om Gen. r::iles 

and his supporters, and a vio:.ent controversy rac;::d tiw,t abated on::'..y sl:!..Ghtly 

when Crook died -j_n 18s·o. llevel~thel~ss, largely as a resu:t of the ac~ivi­

ties of Crook, Hm·:2_'d, E;nd t;-,2 I.nd::.an Rights Ass:>ci;.,tlon, the ,nen at Fcrt 

Pickens were unite( 1r1ith the·lr fa!:lHies in 1U27. A year later they were 

ser ... t to l'1lount Vernon Barro.c:~s, Alab2:.18, ancl ,ioined tr.e rest of th<~ Chiri­

cah~ . .ms, Hho had a::'..ready been ::lO·i...:6. "So this more healthi\.l.l location. At 

last. in 18')4 t!1e entire tl•ibe was :noved, over the vigorous objections of 

r.;nes and the western press, to Fort Sill, Oklal1oma. IIer·e Ceronimo d~cd 

on rebruary 17. 1S09. In J.S'l3, lS'/ Chir-lc~huas we:::·e per:-:1itted to transfer 

to the r·:Iescalcro R~ ser•Jation in Nc·\• ::;:~~ico. 'fh.~ rest chose to re::Klin at 
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2 
Fort Sill, where the rernnant of the trite lives today • 

Geroni:.Jo and Hachez were not the lnst of the renegade leaders to sur-

render. :-i.anr;as, Hith two men B.nd eight vroraen and childl'en, hc.d separated 

from Geronimo in At1.gust, 1886, and was therefore not present at the Skele-

ton Canyon meeting. In early October, 1886, these Indians stole a herd 

of r.1ules from a ranc:1 L1 C:1ihuahu.a manaGed by Br"l.tton Davis, uho had re-

signed fro:-:1 the A~'r:~y af'.;er Crook 1 S first cai.;pa·l.gn of 1BC5. D8.vis tele-

graphed i·iiles at Fort Ap8chc of t:·1e route the InC:la~s ;_;er~ ta:cing. :.:nes 

dispatchr;d a troop of t:1e Ten:;b Cava::.ry under Capt. CllEr:i.cs ~. Cooper ':.o 

head them off. Cooper cap~vpcd I:B:~gas and too~: h~.l·:"!. a:1d his people to Fort 

Apache, from Hliich thc::y \<rere quickly shippeci. to Flo:cida to J"oin their 

3 
brethren. 

Th2 surrende:;.' of GeronLto, for all practical purpo~1es, cmded t:1e 

Apache wars and, except for the Slo1.1;~ OCJ.tb:..•eai:.". o: l8)C, t:1e Inciien Hars 

of the ~·hst. Ho longer 1t1ere the frontier forts to p:laJ a significa~1t 

role in Hestern h:i.c~cr:,r • . :a;1y o.f them, in fact, v:erc a0andoncd VIiti1in a 

decade. Fort Bm-rie ~ms no except·:on. It had outlived its uscdulr:.c:ss and 

------------------
2. A bood rcsUl,le of th2 controversy over t11e Chiricshua prisoners 

is gi'Jen in Sc!l.'ltitt, Gencl~a~ (!eopge Crook, pp. 2Z:;;,-3VO. The co::1plete 
details of the disputC, t03other-i:rl.th p·r;rt"inent cor>:..~espon6.ence coverine; 
the surrender, '.o!ere ~ub~. is he d in Senate 2xccu~ i vc l.lcctuent s, 49th CoY!t;;. , 
2nd sess., !Io. 117. See alPo fu~··oert !,'elsh, Th::- f,~Jac>,c P::'iSon~r.s at 
~ :.l9,:ri.~ . ...§.~)~~-~~~~:r.e, F::.orida (bdicm R-::;:gh'ts !1ssocis.tion, J..3b'j'). 
Ber)orL. cf the Co::->,.J:;.ss::.oncr of rn..:..·:.2~1 AffalPs, 1:;..13, p, j4; 19i4, pp. 
56-57. 

3. Da7is, Trv.th Abo:;t G-2ronL1o, pp. 231-2.32. Report of the Secre­
tary of ~.lar, liJGo, p. JA; lv-..:7, p. 1)3. 
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its remaining years were largely anticlimactic. The garrison devo:::.ed H-

self to ro'.mding -;lp a few Apaches who occasionally strayed from. San Carlos 

and in investi,cating reports o:f Indian depredations. In 183?, 1232,, and 

12>09, Gen. r-,liles and his successor, Col. B. H. Grierson, conducted maneu--

vers designed to give the troops in the Depart;,!rmt of Arizona continuing 

field experience. Forth<~ men at Fort Bowie, the ::1ock ~;ars l~elicved tne 

t<.>diurn of [}:>.rrison life. Under Br::.g. Gen. Alexander J::cccok, who replaced 

Fort Bm..rie ~o~ould probably have been abolis:·wd several years earl::.er 

than it was had not several z:.1all gangs of Apache outlaws ta::en refuge ih 

the rugged mcunta::.f'.S cf southeastern Arizona. Nutab:J..2 a:ncng the renegades 

was the Apache Kid, uho!.l patrols from Fort Bowie sought Hithout success 

for six years. These patr·ols s~et:1ed to have little r·estraining effect on 

the activities of the outlaws, and in 1693 Gen. i·icCool{ concluded 'c>,2.t 

Fort Bm-lie, too, our;ht to be B~snJcneC:.. .;".lthough his recomaendat~ons we!'e 

favorably recei·;cd at tho:o> l,.'ar Department, the hea::eG. opposition of Arizona 

citizens and officials put off the final decision fm~ a year. On October 17, 

189L~. ho\~ever, Troops Band 1, Second Cavalry-, evacuated the fort and m.arched 

out of Apache Pass. The .,1ilitary reservation "'as turned over to ·t;he Interior 
c 

Department and the land auctioned off to rar.chers. J 

In subsequent :rears local residents cani1ibalized the buildings of the 

fort for constructton matorinls. .:::;rosion set in 1 a:1d before long the post 

4. f>furray, Histor:.: cf F:Jr!~i.~, pp. 256-26J. :··1~les 1 Personal 
Recollections .• pp. ).57-jl.:J! .• 

5. Mm·ray, Histor'· of F')rt nowle, P9• 260-302. 
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had fallen into ruins. These ruins today stand as a monv.ment to the Jl.1-:1eri-

can soldier who for over twent~r years endured the hardships and dant;ers of 

ca:":'lpaigns that rant a~:wne; the most arduov.s in ;11litary history. But the 

r·u.ins also stand as a i:lOnument to the Chiricahua "\pache Indian. :11t:1 h"ls 

unique blend of fightin[; qualities and unsurp2.sse6. ::1astery of guerilla 

tactics, he Sl~ccessfully C.efended his ho:Jel<:md agsinst Spaniards, l-'lexicans, 

and Americans for t\·!O centuries. And in th<:: end :1e succumbed only ·,;hen 

his otm kindred o;-c:~~e •. iobU ized. ago. inst hi:n. 
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Photo No. 1 

"o"t E'"·'ie •n 188s, L o· i so th ith B i r· t • ln t• I! _ v.. _ _. o .< ng u w ow e .'10UP. <::~ _n · ?J.e 
background. 

Tentat-ive identificatian of buildings based on plan on Plate 5. 

l7 - Ad;ute.nt 's Office 

7 - Tn ilcr Shop 18 - Corrals 

8 Cavalry Barrnerl:s lj 

10 - Cavalry Barrackz 20 - Kitchen 

11 Wash ;-!ouse 21 

13 - Granary 22 - Quartermaster Storehouse 

14 Su!:lstster,ce Storehouse 25 - CcJTt .. :nanding Of!'i;:;ers Q"..Iarterl3 

15 -

16 

Old Hospital 

Telegraph Office 

26 Guard House 

28 Bakery 

Photo taken by Lt. Charl&s B. Catewood - 1885 
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Pl<cto No. 2 

Fort Bowie in 1935. View approximately the seme ~!:! ln Photc. No. 1. 
Lool-::ing southeast with lOi·ie.t' slopes of Bowie ~1ounta :..r. shm..ring ::.n 
upper r-:ght corner. The ruins today are much the s~me. 

Tentative -:dentification of ruins based on pl?.n c,n Plate 5. 

1 - Officers Q;.;.arter::.; 15 - Old Hospital 

3 - Offio::0rs Quarters 13 - Corrals 

6 - Officers Q.uarter·s 20 Kitchen 

8 - Barr-acks Cav. 25 - Command:ng Officero Quarters 

10 Barracks Cav" 

ll - \'lash I-ivuse 28 - BakeFJ 

13 - Granary 31 - ~·':ess Hall 

1t~ - Subsistence Stcreho·.1:;e 3.5 - Hosp·ital 

34 - Hospi.ta1 Ste;;ards Quarters 

35 - Post '::.'radE:)'S 

Photo by George Grant - 1935 





rhoto No. 3 - PanoM!.1Ill ot Fort Sowle and ~iolntt:r looking south. 
Ro"!';h ln<lioat\on or propooed bou.~doriu ~ho-.m, 
Arnberger, l957. 

Pho~o tlo. 4 Pano""~-" O! Fort B<>w1o and "I~Clnlt:l looking w~st 
and sho~l"l' ~o"8h 1nd1cot1on o! proposed bound•~tH. 
Ju•nberser. d57. 
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Photo No. 5 - Looking east from the fort. San Simon Valley 
in the F.Jiddle dist:.mce. T.ne moun!:ains in the 
background are in New :1texico. The Butterf'iel:1 
Stage came through this valley to Apache ?ass9 
Arnbe!'g2r, 1957. 

Photo No. 6 - R1,;.ins of c::t·J8.l!';! b8:rNlCKS. View U of the 
interioz• f<;ce c-:t the ~-1est ~>r:3ll. 
Helen 1 s i<lr~e it> in tbe bacXgrour..d. 
il.rnberge!', 1957. 
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Photo No. 7 - Standing wall of the Hospital Stewards Quarters 
shmoling typical construction. Stone fol.U1dat1on, 
adobe walls and exterior plaster. 
l•lcColm and Benson in photo. 
Arnberger, 1957. 
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Photo No. 8 - Substantial walls remaining from a building 
believed to be the Post Treders. 
Arnberger, 1957. 

Photo Uo. 9 - \1all:J cf the old co:-rals. The hill in the 
bac:,graund is just north of and Lu-.. e,;,.~iately 
adjacent to the fort. It is on private land 
and vres excluded from the o.rea proposed in 
1939. 'l'bis report recom,,-Jends acquisition 
ot the property. 
Arnberger, 1957· 
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Photo No. 10 - LCii adobe w~lls are all that remain 
of the fir,st fort built in 1862. Left 
to right l'lessr3. Dens<m, Scott, McS~lm, 
i~elker, Bowen and Reed. 
Arnbcrger, 1957. 

Photo No. 11 - Spring lcc.ate1. ~ust 'l<~est of the fort CH!"led 
by J'l'lr. A. L. Sta!'lsberry and showing pr-esent 
use. Thia is the &1)ring which served the 
Butterfteld Stage St;ation an~ figuPed so 
prcminer.tly in the early history oi' Apache 
Pa~n ~ 

Arnberger, 1957. 

j 



.-
·: .•·• 



• 

Photo No. 12 - Reservoir located above the fort on the 
lower slopes of Bowie :•1cuntain showing rock 
construction and plaster finish. 
Photo by Hugh ill. 1-Uller, 1953. 
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Lawton's Pursuit of Geronimo 
by 

Frederick Remington 
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Natchez and Geronimo 
at 

Fort Bov1ie 
September, 1886 




