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GENERAL C. F. SMITH'S ATTACK ON THE REBEL RIGHT 

At daybreak on February 1.5, 1862, when the Confederates launched 
,-; .. 

their powerful onslaught on the Union right, five of the eight 

brigades, constituting Brigadier General U~sses s. Grant's in-

vesting ancy- were operating west of Indian Creek. Detachments drawn 

from four of these brigades occupied the line of outposts which 

the Federal officers had established, on the ridges paralleling 

the comrr~nding ground occupied b,y the Rebels' rifle pits. The 

other brigade, Horgan L. Smith's, was held in reserve. 

Until the early hours of the 1.5th, this sector of the Fort 

Donelson perimeter had been held bJr Brigadier General Simon~ B. 

Buckner's division. In accordance with the plan of operations 

adopted by the council of war, convened b,y Brigadier General John B. 

Floyd on the night of the 14th, it had been determined to use Buckner's 

troops to bolster Brigadier General Gideon J. Pilloli 1s attack on 

the Yankees' right. Before Buckner's men could leave the rifle 

pits which they had held for the past three days, it would be nee-
·. 

esssry to have troops from another unit relieve them. Colonel 

John W. Head's 30th Tennessee, which had been holding the Erin 

Hollow sector, would take Buckner 1 s commands' ,place.. Following the 

departure of Buckner's troops the three-quarters of a mile of rifle 
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pits, lYing to the west of Indian Creek, formerlY held by ),600 

soldiers would be occupied qy approximate~ 450 officers and men. 

The RebelA;lr·a·ss, however, felt justified in taking this calculated 

risk. Because it was the Rebel generals' considered opinion the 

Yankees would be so hard-pressed divising measures to cope with 

Pillow's assault, they would be unable to capitalize on this 

situation.l 

When the orders to report to General Buckner reached the )Oth 

Tennessee's command post about 2 a.m., both Colonel Head and 

Lieutenant Colonel R. H. Nurphy were absent. The two colonels, 

being quite ill, were spending the night at the fort. On perusing 

the dispatch, the ranking officer present, Major James J. Turner 

sent a runner to the fort to acquaL~t Colonel Head with the situation. 

Pending Head's appearance,the major directed his subordinates to 

rouse their respective commands. This proved to be quite difficult 

the major recalled "as many men hac1. scarcely slept for three days 
..........__,_ 

and nights, and had lain in the trenches for t>-m days and night in'""'· 

the mud, rain, sleet, and snow, without fire or adequate clothing 

to protect them from such exposure. 11 Accordingly, considerable time 

was wasted in forming and mustering the troops. Once the men had 

fal.'l;n il'\;l:.he regiment moved out. As a result of the icy condition 

of the road, the march was greatlY retarded. Therefore, dawn was 

approaching before the men of the JOth Tennessee filed into the 
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trenches. ~~ediately following the Tennesseean5 1 appearance 

Buckner's troo9s, who bad been standing qy for a considerable time 

anxiously awaiting their arrival, hit the road. 2 

Before departing for the Confederates' left, Buckner called for 

Colonel Head. The colonel, U9Qn receiving Turner's mess~ge, had 

rejoined his command. Buckner informed Head that his regiment was 

to occup,y the rifle pits former~ held b.Y his division, and, "if 

attacked and overpewered, to fall back into the fort.'' In an effort 

to .accom-plish this difficult assignment, Head divided his command. 

Major Turner, accompanied b.y Captains J. L. Carson's, T.C. ~~tin's. 

and ~. T. Sample's companies, was charged w~th the defense of the 

detached rifle pits former~ held b.Y Colonel Roger w. Hansen's 

'cr'ack 2d Kentucky. The six other companies beloneing to the regiment 

would hold the trenches previouslY occupied qy the six regiments 

constituting Colonel John C. Brown's brigade. In deploying his 

detachment Hajor Turner placed Carson's and Sample's units in the 

rifle pits; Martins was held in reserve. To make matters worse, 

the three batteries, (Jackson's, Graves', and Porter's), which had 

employed their 16 guns to assist Buckner's division in holding 

this sector of the Fort Donelson perimeter, had been withdrawn to 

support Pillow's attack on the Union right.J 
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At d~break the Union sharpshooter$, with their long-range 

rifled-muskets, opened fire on Colonel Head's greyclads. Being 

Equipped wi"Eh. it short-range gunsu the Tennesseeans found it unhealthy 

to expose themselves. They were forced to "keep l-lell under cover 

or be picked off." Major Turner recalled, "A more cheerless day we 

never spent. It was cloudy and cold. For five hours we could hear 

the clash of arms on the east, 2nd we expected the ar~ to go out, 

leaving us to hold the fort and surrender. n4 

The divisions commanded by Brigadier Generals Charles F. Smith 

and lewis liallace spent the night of the 14th on the ridges and in 

the hollows lying to the west of Indian Creek. wallace's division, 

which had been organized during the d~, was posted on the right and 

Smith's on the left. :·lallace's main line of resistance rested on 

the crest of a ridge overlooking the hollow which debouched into 

Indian Creek, about 250 yards southwest of the Poor muse. It was 

on this ridge that a portion of Brigadier Gener2l John A. McClernand's 

division had camped on the night of the 12th. In Wallace' s sector 

the higher ground was covered with scattered timber, while the 

slopes of the ridge were heavily wooded. Im:c1ediatel__v to the rear of 

Wallace's position ~ the road which served as the line of communi­

cations linking the two wings of Grant' s investing arrrtr. The valley 

of Indian Creek separated Wallace's right flank unit, Colonel Charles 

Cruft's brigade, from HcClernand's left, which was held by Colonel 

William H. L. Wallace's troops. Besides being "within good supporting 
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distance" of ·.vallace's troops, Crurt•s outposts occupied positions "rot 

more than 500 yards from" the Rebels' rifle pits. ~vallace's other 

brigade, .comm;mded by Colonel John M. Thayer, was posted on Cruf't's 

left. Patrols from Thayer's unit were in contact on the left with 

pickets drawn from General Smith's division. In fact, Wallace, on 

making a tour of inspection, discovered that his entire line was 

"within easy cannon-shot"of the Confederate works. Once he had 

deployed his division, Wallace received his instructions from 

General Grant. His orders were: to hold his ground and prevent 

the Rebels from breaking through the investment lines in the Indian 

Creek sector.5 

Upon the advent of darkness, ~iallace ·had his subordinc>.tes 

establish and man a strong line of outposts. The remainder of the 

troops were peri!'itted to retire from the crest of the ridge. ',·/hen 

th~ reached the hollows behind the ridge the soldiers were allowed 

to build camp fires. Arter eatinE their evening mP.nl Wallace re~rted 

his men "laid down as best they could on beds of ice and snow, a 

strong, cold wind mrucing conditions still more disagreeable." 

During the night, the quiet was shattered on several different 

occasions when the Confederate cannoneers drop~ed a few shells into 

Wallace 1 s lines. This harassing fire proved to be especially dis-

concerting to ~ver's troops, ·a large portion of whom were getting 

their first taste of combat.6 
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On :,-/allace' s left General Smith's division continued to occupy 

the ridge parallel to the one held by the Confederates. The Ridge 

road served as the boundary between Smith's right and ~:lallace' s 
' 

left. With the approach of darkness, General Smith directed 

Colonels John Cook and Jacob G. Lau.>nan, the officers in charge of 

his two advance brigades, to detail strong detachnents to hold their 

main line o.f' resistance. The remainder of the troops would be 

recalled. Except for the soldiers assigned to outpost duty, Cook's 

and Lauman's men were to be permitted t~ obtain rest and refresh­

ments as circumstances allowed.? 

Colonel Cook's picket line, on Smith's right, was held by 

companies drawn from the 50th Illinois, 52d Indiana, and 12th 

Iowa, supported by the 13th Hissouri. These troops, being in 

pro xirni ty to the .f'oe, were denied the use of camp fires. It snowed 

again on the night of the 14th and the troops, especial~ those 

on outpost duty, spent anot.her tP.rrible night exposed to the hostile 

elP.ments •. Colonel Crafts J. Wright the commander of the 13th 

Missouri reported: 

-;.le: remained in this oosition ~n the ridge opposite the 
Confedera~ rifle pi1iJ ~1ithout fires during the storm of 
rain ••• [ileey, and snow. The clothes of the men 1-1ere 
drenched and frozen upon them. I sat upon a log wrapped 
in nw blanket until 3 o'clock, when permission was given 
to go back half a mile and build fires to dry the men. 

6 
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It appears, however, that Colonel ~lright was mistaken, because 

Colonel Cook hadn't scantioned the 13th Hissouri's retirement. 

When advised of Colonel Wright's move Cook was shocked b,y the 

regimental co~~ander's apparent flagrant violation of orders. 

Without bothering to procure his horse, Cook proceeded on foot to 

the point, where ~<fright 1 s Hissourians were huddled around the newly 

kindled fires. Hailing the unfortunate l1right, Cook ordered 

the Ydssourian to get his troops back to their original position. 

By the time the regiment ret~ed to the front it was 8 a.m. 

Fortunately for the bluecoats, the Confederates were busy re-

grouping their forces preparato~J to the attempt to breakout of 

Fort Donelson. Therefore, no attack was made on Cook's weakened 

line of outposts during the 13th Missouri's absence.8 

Like Colonel Cook, Lauman had called upon his regimental 

co~~anders to detail certain companies to hold his brigade's 

advance position. After these units had occu9ied his line of 

outposts, Lauman withdrew the remainder of his troops from the wind 

swept ridge. Once the luck,y individuals of Cook's and Lauman's 

brigades, who had escaped the disagreeable duty on the picket line, 

reached the shelter a~forded b,y the hollows overlooking Hickman 

Creek they q.lickly kindled camp fires. Gathering around the 

cheerful flames, the troops heated their coffee, cooked their rations, 

and dried their clothes. These basic needs taken care or .. the 
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the soldiers threw themselves on the snm-r covered ground in order 

to get a few hours' rest.9 

General C. F. Smith's third brigade, Lew ~·laJ.lace 's, had left 

Fort Henry early on the morning of the 14th. Ey the time 

Wallace's brig-ade had reached Ers. Crisp's log cabin, where Grant 

maintained his headquarters, Cru~t's and Thayer's troops had also 

reached the Hickman Creek staging area. Accordingly, General 

Grant drafted an order constituting a new division composed of 

Cruft 1 s and Thayer's commands. ~'lallace was placed in charge of the 

newly organized division. The ranking colonel, 1-iorgan L. Smith, 

assumed com.11and of i'lallace 1 s former brigade £ollmdng the reorgani­

zation.10 

Upon being elevated to a · brigade com.IJland Colonel 1'-Iorgan L. 

Smith reported to General C. F. Smith for orders. The general, 

taking cognizance of the late hour and the lL~ted space available, 

decided to hold Smith's brigade in reserve for the time being. 

Therefore, M. L. Smith's troops were permitted to bivouac for the 

night on either side o£ the Ridge road, several hundred yards east 

of ~s. Crisp's cabin.11 

On the 14th Lauman's briEade had been stre~~thened qy the addition 

of one regiment. The transport, HcGill, with the 2d Iowa aboard, 

had reached the Fort Donelson area at the same time as the convoy 

carrying Cruft 1 s and Thayer's troops •. Arriving at the Hickman Creek 
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staging area about 11 a.m. the H~wkeyes were assigned to Laumanrs 

brigade. When the 2d Imfa 1 s commander, Colonel James M. Tuttle, 

reported to Lauman, he was directed to form his regiment on the .. 
brigade's extreme left. Scaling the ridge the Iowans took position 

to the left of the 25th Indiana. Like their comrades-in-arms, the 

Hawkeyes spent a "cold and disagreeable night, without tents or 

blankets." 12 

Shortly after daybreak on the 15th the full-throated roar of 

battle, from the northeast caused i•/allace to have the 'long roll" 

beaten. As soon as they had mustered their units, the regimental 

commanders led them to the front. One arriving at the line of out­

posts the officers quickly formed their men into line of battle. 

This accomplished they covered their respective fronts with a 

strong line of skirmishers. Initially ~ . .fallace believed NcClernarxi 

was the attacker. 13 t_/. 
The heavy firing (both artillery and small-arms), however, 

continued without let up. Finally this served to raise doubts in 

Wallace r s mind as to the correctness of his initial assumption as to 

who was the aggressor. One hour passed, then the better part of 

a second, Wallace commenced to wonder -- "would it [ihe firiii] never 

end." The suspense became exasperating. About 8 a.m. a solitar,y 

horseman galloped up to \val lace's command post. The newcomer proved 

to be Hajor r~ason Brayman, !v!cClernand r s assistant adjutant general. 
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Brayman excitedly informed \iallace that HcClernand' s division had 

been attacked and needed assistance bad~. Continuing Brayman 

reported the Confederates,under the cover of darkness, had massed 

their entire force against HcClernand. At the moment, Brayman 

noted, the situation was critical because not on~ was the division 

having to ~ive ground, but its rumnunition had commenced to give out. 

In conclusion Bra.,Vman stated that 11cClernand had told him, 11 No one can 

tell what will be the result if we don't get immediate help. 1114 

McClernand's message thrust Wallace on the horns of a dilemma. 

If Wallace chose to be guided by Grant's instructions of the previous 

afternoon, "to hold ••• L:his_7 position and prevent the ene~ from 

escaping", his division would have to remain where it was. After 

explaining his orders to Brayman, \fallace called for one of his 

staff officers, Lieutenant Addison Ware. The young lieutenant was 

directed to hasten to Grant's headquarters, acquaint the general 

with the situation, and request permission for Wallace's division to 

move to McClernand's assistance. l5 

Pounding up to Grant's headquarters on his sweat-lathered horse, 

Lieutenant Ware learned the general was absent. One of Grant's 

<?.ides inf'orrned \-fare the general had departed several hours before 

for the fleet anchorage, for the purpose of conferring with Flag 

Officer Andrew H. Foote. Furthermore, Ware was informed noboqy at 

headquarters felt he had the necessary authority to authorize Wallace 

10 



to go to HcClernand' s assistance. ~lhile Ware returned to ~-lallace's 

comtnand post, one of Grant 1 s staff officers, Captain ililliarn S. 

Hillyer 
1 

headed for the landing. Hillyer 1 s mission \-Tas to advise 
~· 

the general of the critical turn of events.l6 

About daybreak a courier, t-Tith a message from Flag Officer 

Foote,had galloped up to Nrs. Crisp's house. Grant was handed a 

di~patch informing him the flag officer wished to see him. In his 

letter, Foote pointed out that his injury (The flag officer had 

been wounded during the navy's attack on the ;.,rater Batteries on 

the previous afternoon.) prevented him from visiting the general. 

After directing his adjutant general, Captain John A. Ra~dins, to 

notify each of the division commanders of his absence and "instruct 

them to do nothing to bring on an engagement until they received 

further orders," Grant rode off to confer with Foote. Either 

Captain Rawlins neglected to carry out Grant's instructions or the 

staff officers entrusted with their delivery failed to contact all 

the division commanders. Because \..rallace was certainly not 

appraised of Grant's absence. 

During the previous day the road linking Union headquarters 

with the landing, where the fleet was tied up, had been churned 

into a sea of mud by the passage of the thousands of reinforcements. 

The intense cold on the night of the 14th had fozen the ground 

solid. Consequently, the general found the going dif:'icult as he 

rode toward the river. 

11. 



Reaching the landing the general discoverd Foote's flagshi,, 

the ironclad St. Louis, anchored out in midstream. A small boat 

was used to ferry the gener<tl out to the flagship. Boarding St. 

Louis, Grant learned from Foote that the ironclads had been bad~ 

battered in their attack on the ~ater Batteries. Foote suggested 

that Grant should entrench his ar~, while he returned to Cairo 

with the two most bad~ damaged of the ironclads. The other two 

would be left below Fort Donelson, charged with the mission of 

protecting the ~rans1~rts. At Cairo, Foote, in addition to suyer­

vising the guntoats• repair, would seek to h~sten for.~rd the iron-

clad Benton and the mrtar bo<>.ts. Foote expressed the opinion he 

"' could effect the necessary repairs and be back at Fort Donel~on 

i~side of ten days. A cursory gl~nce served to convince the 

general th<:1t it was mandatory to place several of the battered 

ironclads in drydock. Grant parted from the flag officer, believi~~ 

~e would be forced to resort to a siege, if he was to reduce the 

Cb~Sederate stronghold. 

Just as Grant stepped ashore, he was greeted b,y a member of 

his staff, Captain Hillyer. The general immediately noted that 

the captain was livid with fear. Hillyer tersely informed Grant, 

that a powerful Rebel force had sallied from the left flank of the 

Fort Donelson perimeter, and was in the process of rolling up the 

Union right. Putting the spurs to his horse the general headed for the 

point of danger on the eallop.17 
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Having failed to contact General Grant, Lieutenant liare returned 

to ' . .fallace 1 s coiiU112.nd post. After the lieutenant h.ad informed =,vallace 

thzt the members of Grant's st~ff had declined to accept the 

responsibility for ordering him to reinforce :1cClernand, Brayman 

retraced his steps. All this time the roar of the battle seemed to 

be drawing steadi~ nearer. This was a clear indication to 

lfallace th?t the tide continued to run against the Federals.l8 

Short~ after Br~n's departure two staff officers thundered 

up to Wallace's headquarters. The older carried a second dispatch 

from HcClernand. Subsequently \vallace recalled that this officer, 

"a gray-haired man in uniform" addressed him 11wi th tears in 

his eyes," as he described the situation on the Union right. After 

advising ':lallace that the Rebels had turned HcClernand' s right flank. 

the elderly gentleillall exclaimed, "The regiments are being crm·lded 

b~ck on the center. ltfe are using ammunition taken from the dead and 

wounded. The whole arrey' is in danger.ul9 

Wallace's initial impulse had been to send reinforcements when 

he had been hailed ~ }~jor Brayman. But he had hesitated in the 

face of Grant's injunction, "to hold his position." Now, however. 

:.J'allace 1 s first impulse 1-ras 11 seconded by judgment." ':Jallace kne-ti 

that if ~!cClernand 1 s division was rolled back on his com.rnand, a 

general panic might ensue. "In the absence of the com.rnanding 

general." ~allace reasoned, "the respor~ibility was ••• L-his:T.-

lJ 
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Uke a good officer '.fallace decided to hold his previous orders 

in abe,rance. He determined to march to the sound of the guns. 

~iallace knew that one regiment would not be enough to cope With 

the crisis. He would send a brigade. Turnir.g to the grizzled~ 

haired officer-, ~vallace remarked, "Tell General :.rcClernand that I 

will send him !1:\Y first brigade with Colonel Cruft." Pointing to 

the officer's companion, 'i:/allace continued, "I will retain this 

gentleman to serve as guide. " 20 

Having made this important decision Wallace hastened to Cruft's 

command post. The general, after tersel;;r briefing his subordinate 

on the critical turn of events, ordered Cruft, "to put • • • L-hi§J 

bri~ade in rapid motion to the extreme right of our line, for the 

purpose of re-enforcing General ~1cClernand 1 s division." As the 

two officers parted, Cruft glanced at his watch -- the time was 

21 8:)0 a.m. 

Inunedi~.tely follNiing ~he recei?t of his mar~hin~ orders, the 

able Cruft sprang into action. \-li thout botherLTlg to recall his 

skirmishers, Cruft quickly assembled his brigade. leaving their 

blankets, kna.ps~ cks, and great-coats behind Cruft 1 s troops, guided 

by i·:cClernand 1 s young staff officer, moved off ir. colurn.."l of compani.es 

through the woods. Gaining the Pinery road, Cruft 1 s bluecoats turned 

into a little used country lane. This road ascended the eastern 

slope of the Indian Creek valley and gave ready access to the t~•s 

Ferry road. 22 

14 



., 
The departure of Cruft' s com:nand left lvallace with only one 

crigade -- Th~er's. This brigade continued to hold the ridge 

overlooking the hollo':T which debouched ir:to Indian Creek, about 

25
o yards southwest of the Poor house. Skirmishers drawn from 

Thayer's brigade·and those left behind by Cruft occupied the· 

ravine in front of '.iallace' s main line of resistance. Some time 

after the departure of Cruft' s brigade, \.J'allace was joined by . 

Grant's adjutant 1 Captain Rawlins. l·lallace succinctly briefed 

Rawlins on the contents of HcClernand' s tliO messages 1 

and told of his dispatch of Cruft's brigade to reir£orce the 

Union right.23 

\fuen he was conversing with Rc;wlins, Wallace sighted a number 

of strag€:lers approaching. These panic-stricken individuals came 

dashing up the "half-defined road" which crossed the Indian Creek 

valley. ·wallace recalled he and Rawlins, 11 scarcely noticed the 

fuEitives, so much more were we drawn by the noise behind them. 

1'.lli!.!:. grew in volume, being a compound of shouts and yells, mixed 

with the rattle of wheels and the rataplan and throbbing rumble 

of hoofs in undertone. u24 

Rawlins in a very agitated frame of mind inquired, "What can 

that be1 11 ',o.fallace replied: "It beats me. But I' 11 find out." 

Spottine an orderly, Wallace shouted, "Ride and see what all that 

flurry means." As a suspicion of the truth suddenly struck ho~, 

Wallace l:::ade the aide not to spare his horse. App~ying his spurs 

to his mount the orderly quickly disappeared from view.
2
5 
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Rawlins and ~allace sat astride their horses anxious~ waiting 

for the aide to return. Sudden~ a wild-eyed, bareheaded officer, 

mounted on a sweat-stre<".ked horse, came poun6.ing up the road. As 

the frightened officer thundered passed, he shouted, "We're cut 

to pieces. " ~vallace subsequently recalled he "had never seen a 

case of panic so perfectly defined, and ·it was curious even im-

pressive." The volitile Rawlins, however, was not disposed to take a 

philosophical view of the situation. . Jerking his revolver from its 

holster, the captain would h~ve shot "the frantic wretch, 11 had 

T,ofallace not caught his hand. ~at.rlins remonstrated with ~fallace. 

The officers' discussion was quick~ terminated, however, when 

the orderly came galloping up with an ominous look on his face. 26 

trtlhat is it!" ~-J'allace bellowed. The aide excitedly replied, 

"The road back there is jammed with wagons, and men afoot and on 

horseback. all coming tm·1ard us. On the plains we would call it 

a stamnede." Rawlins and \vallace looked at each other and there 

was no need for any additional questions. 11cClernand 1 s division was 

in full retreat. Raw·lins immediately inquired, "What are you 

going to do." Wallace replied, "There's but one thing I can do." 

"What is that?" asked Rawlins. "Get this brigade i:lhayer}._§} out 

of the w~r." ~:J'allace noted, "If those fellous strike !1'\Y people, they 

will COI!limlnicate the panic." In reply Rawlins wanted to know, where 

Wallace, proposed to send Thayer's troops. Pointing to the west, 

16 
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Wallace remarked, •.•To take that way is to retreat, and carry the 

panic to Gener2l Smith; so I'll go right up this road toward the 

enemy." His question answered, Rawlins prepared to return to 
,.-: 

headquarters. \ihen he started for the rear, Rawlins held his horse 

to a walk, in order not to alarm the men whom he passect. 27 

Even before Rawlins had disappeared from view, lfallace ordered 

the drummers to beat the "long roll. 11 The regimental commanders 

quick~ formed their respective units. Lieutenant Peter Wood was 

alerted to have his six gun bC~ttery (Batter:;t A,· lst Illinois Light 

Artillery) accompa~ Thayer's brigade. By 10 a.m. the officers 

had assembled their men. nallace then ordered Thayer to move qy 

the right flank and support HcClernand's troops. Accordingly, 

Thayer barked out the corn.":land: 11By the right flank, file left." 

Thayer's brigade moved out in column of com9anies. The sight 

of Thayer's resolute troops caused lvallace's s9irits to boom. 

Rising to the occasion the general shouted out the cor.1.-nand, 11right 

shoulder shift, double-quick" time march. 28 

A short time before lvallace decided to commit Th~er, three 

af.ditional regiments had reinforced the latter officer's command. 

These units-- the 46th, 57th, and 58th Illinois --.had been trans-

ported to the Fort Donelson area on the same convoy as Thayer's 

and Cruft's brigades. Disembarking at the landing, four miles below 

the Nater Batteries, the Illinoisans had marched to the Hickman Creek 
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stagi~g area on the 14th. Here the regimental commanders received 

orders attaching their respective units to Thayer's brigade. On 

the follo~ng morning the three regiments moved to the front, where 

they reported to Colonel Th~ver.29 

~vallace paused for a few moments, follmdng Thayer's departure, 

to try and rally the "sunshine soldiers" from HcClernand's division. 

Unable to accomplish :much ;,vallace, accompanied by his staff, pre­

pared to ride toward the gathering storm •. Just as he was preparing 

to leave the ridge, Wallace remembered Cruft's skirmishers. An aide 

was detached with instructions to assemble these individuals and 

hurry to the division's support.30 

In addition to :.Vallace's division, one of General c. F. Smith's 

three brigades was sent from the Union left to bolster McClernand's 

hard-!)ressed division. The brigade commanded by Colonel H. L. 

Srr.ith was held in reserve by General Smith on the morning of the 

15th. !,fuen 1-'Iajor Brayman had returned i-lith the information that 

General Wallace was unable to send help, McClernand called for Captain 

George P. Edgar. HcClernand directed Edgar to hasten to General 

Smith's headquarters with a request for reir£orcements. Smith, like 

~vallace, in the f£'.ce of Grant's instructions to hold his position, 

declined to rush any troops to HcClernand' s su.pport. It was indeed 

fortunate for the Union that r,-/allace finally decided to reinforce 

XcClernand. Otherwise the battle would have procab~ been lost, while 

the Federal officers wasted valuable time waiting for Grant to 

return from his conference with Flag Officer Foote.31 
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By the time Grant returned to his GHQ, it was past 11 a.m. 

Following a brief conference with his staff, the gener2l started 

for the point of danger. On :passing Smi. th 1 s division, Grant issued 

orders for the general to send !·r. L. Smith's brigade to stiffen the 

Union right. Quiet~ falling in MOrgan L. Smith's troops moved 

off at a rapid pace. 

At dawn, Launw n' s and Cook 1 s troops, who had spent the night 

camped in the hollows in the rear of Smith's division's main line 

of resist.-omce, returned to the front. The various units occupied 

approximate~ the same positions, on the ridge facing the Confederate 

rifle pits, as they had on the ?revious afternoon. General Smith's 

left flank brigade -- Lauman's --was deployed from left to right: 

the 2d Iowa, ?5th Indiana, 7th and 14th Iol-ra, and 14th i-lissouri.J2 

Colonel Cook, whose brieade formed the division's right, placed four 

of his regiments in line. These units were posted from left to right: 

the l?th Iowa. )Oth Illinois, 13th Hissou:.~i, and )?d Indiana. 

Cook's firth regiment-- the 7th Illinois -- as on the preceding 

day, supported Battery D, 1st 1{issouri Light ArtillerJ.J3 

Under the cover of darkness, Captain Henry Richardson's cannoneers 

had shifted t"t-10 of their Parrott rifles. These guns had been moved 

into position on the ridge, near tV"here Captain Edward HcAllister's 

artillerists had emplaced their 21}-pounder hmn tzers on the 13th. 

A slight earth>vork was thrown up for the guns' protection. 
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At the time the Hissourians emplaced their two Parrotts the ridge 

wa.s occupied b-.:r lew Wallace's troo!)s. Accordingl;r, the 7th Illinois 

had remaiDed where it was affording infantry protection to Richardson's 

other section. These two pieces were emplaced about 400 yards 

southwest of the advanced position.34 The other batte~ drawn from 

the 1st Missouri Light Artillery (K),which was current~ operating 

with Smith's division continued to be held in reserve, near the 

Ridge road.3.5 

Once they h~d been relieved, the detachments which had manned 

the line of outposts during the cold and sno•zy night were allowed 

to go to the rear for a short period. Rearching their regimental 

bivouacs these troops were permitted to eat, dry their clothes, and 

get a few minutes rest before returning to the front.36 

!-~ot long after S!nith' s troops had taken up their battle stations, 

the sound of hea~ firing (both artille~J and small-arms) became 

distinct~ audible. The sound of battle came from the right of 

the investment line. As the morning progressed this terrible roar 

of conflicf steadi~ drew nearer. Smith's bluecoats listened to 

this noise "with bated brea.th and clasped muskets waiting orders 

which would send them to the help of their comrades."37 The 

historian of the 7th illinois, D. I.eib Ambrose vividly recalled the 

morning's happenings: 
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It snowed again last night, but this morning the sky is 
clear; the clouds have disappeared, and the sunlight is 
seen again on the Cumberland hills. How cheering~ does it 
fall around the wear.y soldiers. It is indeed a blessing sent 
from heaven, for Grant and his arroy. But hark! we hear the 
rattle of muske,By. It comes .from the right wing.. Soon we 
learn ~hat ••• lSJ..allace:..;Y, :.:c.Arthur' s, and Oglesby 1 s brigades 
are--engaged. The battle is now raging furiousJ.;:r.38 

By 9 a.m. General Smith learned th:ot lfallace had sent Cruft's 

brigade to reinforce HcClernand. Since this left the section 

of guns, which Richardson's cannoneers had mounted in the advanced 

emplacement, without any support it worried the general. Simul-

taneousl;y· General Smith had commenced to fret, lest the Rebels 

'launch a sortie aeainst his extreme left flank. The general believed 

if such a thrust developed, it would originate in the rifle pits 

adjacent to the ~ddyville road. Actua~ there was no danger, though 

the general did not know it, of any Confederate counterattack in 

his sector. At this time only one Confederate regiment -- the 

30th Tennessee -- faced Srrd. th 1 s powerful division. To guard against 

these fancied dangers, however, Smith directed Colonel Cook to 

support the !1issourians 1 Parrotts with one regiment, while he detailed 

a secord to cover Lauman's left. The 13th Y.d.ssouri drew the assign-

ment of protecting the guns, and the 52d Indiana the task of bolster~ng 

Lauman 1 s left flank. The departure of these tl..ro organizations left 

Cook with on~ two regL~ents i~mediate~ available -- the 50th Illinois 

and 12th Iot-Ta. 39 
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11eanwhile the gunners of BAtte~J K had finalJ.;'r cornlilitted one 

of their sections. Moving for..;ard the l·lissourians emplf',ced two of . 
their Parrott ri~les on the nose of the ridge, a short distance to 

the right of Batter:.r D's advanced section. From this position the 

cannoneers went into action. Firing across the Indian Creek valley 

the artillerists harn.."'lered away at Pillm-r 1 s attacking Confederate 

legions. In spite of the extreme range, one and one-fourth· miles, 

the Union gunners were impressed with the apparent effectiveness 

of their fire. Upon reaching the ridge the 13th :assouri 1 s in­

fant-::;men sustained both sections of artiller.:r. 40 

Shortly after the men of the 13th :ussouri hod taken -position 

in support of the four guns, Grant rode up. At this time the 

general was enroute to the Union right. Observing that the soldiers 

were wearing their knapsacks and blanket rolls the general, believing 

the packs would impede the men's IT~vements, directed the troops to 

throw ·them on the ground. 41 

The 14th Missouri, which was composed of picked marksmen, was 

thrown forward to cover General Smith's main line of resistance. 

One battalion of the regiment operated in front of Lauman's brigade. 

The other was posted in Cook's sector. Picked companies drawn from 

both Lauman's and Cook's brieades were thrown fo~-rard to reir£orce 

the 14th Ydssouri on the skirmish line. TakinG position at the 

bott~m of the ravine near the ed~e of the abatis the Union sharpshooters 
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blazed away,.wheneve~ some unwary Confederate exoosed himself beynnd 

the rifle pits' protected confines. Until noon the greyclads 

endeavored to an~~er the Yankees' fire. Besides being silhouetted 

against the skyline, when they sought to rep~~ to the foe's snipers, 

Colonel Head's Tennesseeans were plqgued qy inferior arms. There-

fore, the butternuts final~ tired of the one-sided contest and 

all but ceased firing.42 

By the time Grant reached the ~vynn 1 s Ferry road, Thayer 1 s 

brigade ha.d stemmed the Confederate onslaught. Accordingly, there 

was a lull in the battle. The cannonading had ceased, and everybo~r 

was asking, ~Vhat next? When he rode uu, Grant recalled, he found 

man;y of HcClernand's troops clustered together discussing the 

situation in a "most excited :r.anner." I·!aey of the officers, a::;>pearing 

to have lost control of the situation, had ceased to provide aey 

leadershi?. The soldiers had their arms, but no ammunition, while 

there were ntons of it close at h3nd."43 

When Grant galloped onto the scene HcClernand and \fallace were 

conversing with one another. Wallace remembered that Grant clutched 

some papers in his hand, which looked like telegr~~s. Giving the 

appearance of a man ,,rithout any l-rorries, Grant "saluted and received 

the salutations of his subordinates." Proceeding to the business at 

hand, Grant directed 11cClernand and :vallace "to retire their commands 

to the heights out of cannon range, and throw up works." Continuing 

Grant announced, nif~-enforcements were ~ route, and it was advisable 
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to await their coming." The two division commanders then told 

Grant "of the mishap to the First Divisio!!, and thQt the road 

to Charlotte was open to the foe.n44 

But by this time Grant had begun to take cognizance of the 

remarks made by some of the troops, in regard to the enerqy soldiers 

having moved to the attack "with knapsacks and ho.versacks .filled 

with rations." The soldiers expressed the opinion "this indicated 

a determination on ••• Lihe foe~ part to stay out and fight just 

as long as the provisions held out." Turning to his chief of st~f 

Colonel Joseph D. ~vebster, Grant remarked, "Some of our men are 

pretty badly demoralized; but the ene~r must be mnre so, for he 

has attempted to force his way out, but has fallen back; the one 

who att!'?cks first nmv will be v.ictorious and the enerru will have 

to be in a hurry if he gets ahead of me." ~vallace recalled: ">lith 

a sudden grip ••• /GrantJ crushed the papers in his hand." In 

this instant all signs of disappointment or hesitation vanished. 

In his usual quiet v-1a;:,.. Gr::mt addressed ?-rcClern~md and :-/allace, 

"Gentlemen, the position on the right must be retaken." with that 

he wheeled his horse about and galloped ofr.45 

While McClernand and Wallace attacked the Confederate left, 

General Grant pro,osed to hurl General Smith's division against 

the .foe's right. Grant nmv saw through the Rebels' plan of 

operations. Undoubtedly, he reasoned, the butternutshad hurled 
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their entire force, except for a few pickets, against McClernand. 

If Smith was 
. b . 

able to assault before the Rebel~ass could redeploy 

their troops, Grant reasoned, the Yank~es would encounter little 

opposition, "except from the intervening abatis." As he headed 

toward Smith's command post, Grant directed Colonel ~ebster to ride 

with him and call out to the raen as they passed, "Fill your cartridge-

boxes quick, and get into line; the ene~ is trJing to escape, and 

he must not be permitted to do so." According to Grant, "Th:'..s 

acted like a charm. The men on~ wanted some one to give them 

a corn.'1'..and. n46 

It1,-a,sa little before 2 p.m. <'l'hen Grant reached General Smith's 

command post. At the time the general, accompanied by his staff, 

rode up, General Smith and his chief of staff, Captain Thomas J. 

Newsharr., were sitting at the base of a large tree on the ridge 

facing the Confederate rifle pits. Hailing Smith, Grant remarked: 

"General Smith, all has .fared on our right -- ~ou must take Fort 

Donelson." Smith sprang to his feet and brushing his moustache 

with his right hand said, "I will do it." While Grant "t-tas briefing 

him on the tactical situation, Smith sent Captain Newsham to alert 

the cri::rade and regimental cornrnanders. After Grant had directed 

Smith to charge the Confederate works to his iron!ediate front with 

Cook's and Lauman's brigade, he advised his subordinate "that 

he would find nothing but a very thin line to contend •~th.n47 
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Artillery would be used to soften up the Confederates' positions 

pre~ratory to Smith's attack. Therefore, Smith issued instructions 

for Batteries D and K, lst !-!issouri Light Artillez-J to commence to 

shell the rifle pits about to l:e assaulted. Battery D's gunners 

immediately sent several projectiles into the foe's works. Hhen 

they elicited no repl,_v the :Hissourians prom9tly ceased firing. 

General Grant noticed this. According!,)·, he directed Captain 

Richcrdson to send one of his sections to su~Jport the Union right. 

Without a moment'c hesitation, Richardson issued marching orders to 

his left section, l-lhose guns were emplaced furthest from the Rebels' 

The cannoneers manning the section of Battery K which had been 

held in reserve near the Ridge road, quick~ wheeled their two 

Parrotts into position. Unlimbering their pieces on the ridge 

opposite the greyclads' earthH·orks, the Hissourians commenced 

to blast away, emplo:,ring both shot and shell. 49 

Meanwhile General Grant had sent a staff officer to recall the other 

artiller}' unit organic to Smith's division -- BatterJ H, lst Hissouri 

Light Artillery. Th:!.s bat terJ hnd been sent to rei!".force EcClernand' s 

division on the ?revious day. :~1en the Confederates had launched 

their powerful onslaught, the batter,v had been forced to retire. 

At the time Grant's aide arrived on the ~<lynn's Ferry, the bat ~ery was 

not engaged. Follmdng the recei;,>t of Grant's inst~ctions to move 
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to Smith's support, Captain Frederick Welker quick~ mustered his 

cannoneers and started for the Union left with t~ee of his 

pieces.5° 

Long before the gunhers of Batteries H and K had reached his 

line of departure, Smith had completed his dispostions. The 

general planned to assault with his left flank brigade -- Lauman's. 

His right brigade -- Cook's would be used to feign an attRck.on the 

foe's rifle pits -- if all went according to schedule, Cook's feint 

would keep the Confederates pinned in position, while Lauman 

scored a breakthrough. 51 

In accordance with General Srrdth's instructions, Colonel Cook 

prepared to strengthen his skirmish line. Strong detachments 

drawn from the 50th Illinois end 12th Iowa moved down off the ridge. 

Working their way cautiously forward these men rea.ched the edge of 

the timber, fronting the abatis. Here the soldiers joined their 

co:nrades-in-~rms, who had been occ,lpying the skj.rrr1ish line since 

morning. Taking position the "men went cheerful~ to the work 

assigned them, and keptup a warm fire on the eneillY•" covered cy 

Cook's feint Lauman's brigade surged to the attack on his left. 

As soon as Colonel Cook learned th:;t the guns ,.,hich the 7th 

Illinois had been supporting had been ordered to the right, he 

sent a messen~er with instructions for Lieutenant Colonel Andrew J. 

Babc0ck to move his regiment to the front. Led ~~ Colonel Batcock, 

:::.nd cheered on by Hajor Richard Rowett, the Illinoisans moved forward 

on the double.52 
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When Captain Newshrun alerted him to hold his brigade ready 

to attack, Lauman quick~ formed his co~~and, The 2d Iowa was 

designated to spearhead the assault. ~Vhen informed of this, Colonel 

Tuttle formed his regiment into double line of battle, the left 

battalion in front and the right in support. Colonel Tuttle would 

lead the advance battalion, while Lieutenant Colonel J~~es Eaker 

headed the other. The 2d Iowa would be covered on the left qy 

the 52d Indiana and on the right qy another Hoosier regiment, the 

25th Indiana. Preparatory to taking up the advance Colonel James c. 

Veatch, of the 25th Indiana, deployed and threw forward, as 

skirmishers, Com!)any B. The 7th and 14th Iowa (the former unit 

on the left and the latter on the right) were formed on the 25th 

Indiana 1 s right. Before the attack jumped of, Lauman rede~~loyed the 

14th ~·Lissouri. The picked rriarksmen comprising this crack regLlllent 

were formed as skirmishers. They were given the task of protecting 

the flanks of Lauman's brigade during the assault. Except for the 

2d Iowa and 14th !1issouri, Lauman's units would move to the attack in 

column b,y battalions.53 

Just as Colonel Tuttle finished forming his com.":land, General 

Smith rode up. Hailing Captain Newsham, who had 'ceen assisting 

Tuttle, the general inquired as to the regiment. Newsham replied, 

"the 2d Iowa." General Smith turned to the Hawkeyes and said, 

11 Sec0r.d Iowa, you must take the fort take the caps off your guns --
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fix bayonets and I will support you." Once the general had 

taken his battle station bet1-1een the bro battalions, the 2d Io·..;a 

n-.oved of~' 

After the decision to ;.rithdraw into the Fort Donelson perimeter 

had been mrtde, General Buckner, in spite of his views to the 

contrary, prepared to carry out his superiors' mandate. 

Furthermore, Fuckner had been admonished by Gene1·als Floyd and 

Pillow to get his men ba~ to their original positions as 

rapid~y as possible. The reason, i~ appeared the var~ees.were about 

to launch a massive assault on Colonel Head's badly outnumbered 

regiment. Since the bluecoats made no e~fort to pursue
6 

Puckner 

was able to disengage his division without any di~ficulty. 

Having fi:m secured the two 24-pounder howitzers captured b:• 

them, Buckner's troops fell back. They re-entering the peri."lleter 

in the Erin Hollow· sector. Buckner's retrogrative movement was 

covered by the 2d Kentucky and the 41st Tennessee. Upon reaching 

the fortifications, Buckner's exhausted troops still h8.d (depending. 

on the sector of' the rifle pits held) from one to one and one-half 

miles to go before th~ reached their former battle stations. 

Even so, all of Buckner's units, except the 2d I:entucky and 14th 

}~ssissippi, were able to reach their former positions before 

Smith's attack was driven hor:1e. Un:fortunatel,;r for the Confederates, 

however, it was against the rifle pits originally held by the 

Kentuckians, and n:1w occupied by Hajor Turner's three companies 
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ed 55 that La~~n's bluecoats mov • 

The panting infantr.ymen of the Jd,· 18th, J2d, and 41st Tennessee, 

h?ving made a forced march,filed into their former positions 

a few minutes before Smith's onslaught. Porter's and Graves 1 

cannoneers likewise had returned to their original emplaceoents, 

where they h~d unlimbered their guns. On~ two of Buckner's 

units -- the 2d Kentucky and 14th Hississippi -- had not reached 

the sectors entrusted to their defense, when the Yankees' struck. 

Since the rifle pits slated to be occupied by the }ussissippians 

were not under attack it made no difference, but where the Ken­

tuckians were concerned, disaster ensued.5
6 

Once General Smith had given the word the rtlgged infantr,ymen 

of the 2d Iowa, deployed in double line of battle, took up the 

advance. As the troops started .for~orard, several of.ficers glanced 

at their watches, the time indicatea was a little past 2 p.m. 

With Colonel Tuttle at its head the left battalion commenced to 

descend the timber covered eastern .face of the hollow, which separated 

Smith's line of departure from the Confederate rifle pits crowning 

the opposite ridge. The right battalion led by General Smith and 

Colonel Eaker follolled about 150 yards in rear of the left ldng. 

Company B, 25th Indiana, deployed as skirmishers, inadvertent~ 

took up the advance at the same time. The compar~ of Hoosiers moved 

on the H~ikeyes' right.57 

JO 





up the hill on the run. The commander of the 14th Iowa, Colonel 

Williaffi T. Shaw, deployed his left battalion into line of battle. 

His right battalion, however, marched up the hill qy the left flank.60 
.-c 

Observing the Union build up on the opposite ridge Major 

Turner, whose small command (three companies) was charged with the 

defense of the detached rifle pits ordered his officers "to keep 

a careful watch." A little after 2 p.m. Captain Carson informed 

the major "that the Federals were moving on the works in large 

numbers. 11 J.'.Iounting his horse Turner rode to his left. Here there 

was a co~~anding knoll from which he could survey the entire area 

to his front. From this point the major "could see the ene~ in 

two lines, and numbering several thousand, moving rapidly upon us. 11 

Rejoining his small command, Turner ordered his troops into position. 

He admonished his soldiers "to hold their fire until the ene.t!\{ were 

at close range." At this moment 'furner was cheered to see the advance 

elements of Colonel Hanson 1 s crack 2d Kentucky rapidl3r approaching. 

Galloping toward the oncoming reinforcements Turner hailed Hanson, 

who was riding with his regiment's van, and asked for help. ·:lith-

out taking time to reply Hanson bellow·ed out the command "double-

quick time march!" But by the time Hanson's gaspirg infantryn:en 

reached the point of danger, the Federals had driven their attack 

home. 61 
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The 2d Iowa's left battalion, Tuttle 8.t its head, surged rapidly 

forward 11 in unbroken line, 11 without firing a shot. Not until the 

Rawkeyes had ~enetrated to within 20 paces off the rifle pits, held 

by Turner's Tennesseeans, did they encounter any small-arms fire. 

Captain Newsh~~. who was riding at Gener~l Smith's side, recalled 

when the butternuts did open fire it was With 11double barrelled 

shot guns loaded with buckshot." Several gaps were rippP-d in 

Tuttle's initial assault wave by this point-blank fire. It was like 

trying to stop the tide with a broom, hm1ever, as the Iowans letting 

go with a mighty cheer closed in for the kill. Reaching the rifle 

pits, the Hawkeyes found that most of Turner's men had taken to 

their heels. The few Confederates, who remained cehind, "were prompt~ 

put to the bayonet." Having scored a breakthrough, Tuttle ordered 

his soldiers to blaze away at the fleeing Tennesseeans. The Hawkeyes 

responded to this cornm<!.nd with enthusiasm. Severe.l vollys had 

been discharged into the fleeing greyclads, before Colonel Ba~er's 

panting battalion, headed by General Smith, reached the captured 

works. Company B, 25th Indiana kept abreast of Tuttle's wing. The 

Hoosiers gained the foe's rifle pits a little to the right of the 

Hawkeyes 1 point of penetration. Even before the Iowans had caught 

their second wind General Smith, in hopes of exploiting his 

success, called upon Tuttle to redeploy his regiment and press on. 

33 



I 
1 

f 
I 

In accordance with the general's instructions, the colonel quickly 

reformed the 2d Iowa into li~e of battle.62 

The other units of Lauman's attacking brigade reached the captured 

rifle pits close on the Iowans' heels. On Tuttle's left the 52d 

Indiana rapid~v came up. Because of the rueged configuration of 

the terrain over which the regiment had advanced, and the "want 

of tactical11 know ho~.; demonstrated by the recently organized 

regiment's officers the Hoosiers reached the Confederate works 

in "confusion." Nevertheless, Smith ordered the Indianians ·to 

support the 2d Im-ra 1 s pursuit of the foe. 63 

The 25th Indiana, after having been deployed into line of battle, 

h~d veered to the left when the troops dashed up the steep incline. 

According~, the regiment, except for Company B, entered the ene~'s 

works at the point where the 2d Im-wa had planted its colors. 

Upon gaining the Rebel rifle pits the regiment was instructed, 

by General s~~th, to support the 2d Iowa's advance.64 To the 

Hoosier's right the 7th and 14th Iowa likewise re~ched the earthworks. 

Apparently on~ one of these regiments, the 7th Io~.;a, pressed after 

the retreating Confedero.tes. By the time these two regiments reached 

the ac:::mdoned rifle pi. ts, Porter 1 s Tennessee Bat te!"'IJ had cor:ur.enced 

to hammer the area with canister and shell. Furthermore, the infantry-

men of the 18th Tennessee, from their position atop the cot®t~nding 

knoll several hundred yards southwest of the breo.kthrough, had 
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opened fire on the two Io1·1a regiments. General Smith was afraid 

that this might foreshadow a Rebel counterattack on the exposed 

right flank of Lauman's brigade. Therefore, the general directed 

the commander of the 14th Ioiva, Colonel Shaw, to have his orraniza­

tion hold and defend the western portion of the ca9tured rifle pits. 65 

The 14th 11issouri, deployed as skirmishers, continued to cover the flanks 

of La~~an's brigade. 

As soon as the rifle pits tvere secured, General Smith called 

for Ce>.ptain Newsham. The general ordered the captain t6 hasten to 

the rear and bring forward a section o£ artillery. These guns 

would be emplaced in the captured works. From this vantage poi~t 

the field pieces would be used to support the attuck on the new 

line of resistance :.rhich the Confederates were frantically ende:::_voring 

to establish on the next ridge, 400 yards to the east. Hur~Jing 

to the rear, Ca9tain Newsham quick~ contacted the officer in 

charge nf Battery K, Captain George H. Stone. The capt:in on being 

advised that artillery was needed at the front, issued marching 

orders to Lieutenant John O'Connell's section. In spite of the 

difficult terrain O'Connell's gunners succeeded in bringing their 

two 10-pounder Parrotts forward. Gainin~ the captured position, 

the i·li.ssourians quickl,y unlimbered their pieces and opened fire. 

After the artillerists had placed their Parrott rifles in battery, 

Colonel Shaw redepl();red his regiment, the 14th Iowa. Shaw did this 
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with a dual objective in mind; to get his troops undercover and 

to furnish su?port to the can~nneers.66 

~en their volleys failed to check the Tuttle's determined 

Iowans, a number of Turner's men abandoned their comrades-in-arms 

and co~~enced to drift to the rear. A large portion of Captains · 

Carson's and Sample's companies, hmv-ever, grimly held their 

position. These soldiers contested "the ground with a courage 11 , 

Hajor Turner had "never seen surpassed." Overwhelmed bJ the Hawke;:res 

the cadly outnumbered Tennesseeans, leaving behind their dead and 

seriouslv wounded, rapidly retreated across the deep hollow, J.:J'ing 

to the rear of their rifle pits. Reaching the crest of the opposite 

ridg<?, 400 yards to the east, Eajor Turner rallied his three co1npanies. 

Aided by Colonel Head, who had hastened to the point of danger, 

Turner quickl,y deployed his troops behind the ridge 1 s topographic 

crest. 67 

Tne Yankee score<1 their breakthrough before Hanson's hard­

fighting KentuckiAns were able to reach the rifle pits. When the 

bluecoats continued to press the attack a:ter halting only 

momentaril,y to allo'tv Tuttle to readjust his line, they caught the 

Kentuckians before th~J were able to complete their deployment. 

Accordingl,y, Hanson's regiment was driven back "in confusion" 

upon the position held by the 18th Tennessee. Here, however, 

Hanson, assisted qy General Buckner, was able to ral~T his Kentuckians. 
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Indeed, the Kentuckians had been thrown into such disorder that the 

two officers in order to rally and form them "had to take at least 

twenty men by the shoulders and pull them into line as a nucleus 

for formation." 68 

Buckner and Hanson had bear~v finished ral~ing the 2d Kentuc~ 

when Colonel Head rode up. Head quick~ briefed the general on the 

des-,erate turn of events in his sector. Pl-eparatory to bending 

his efforts to organize a new defense line, Buckner sent several 

of his staff officers to hurry reinforcements (both infantr,y and 

artiller-y) to the scene of the Union penetration. Next, the 

general, aided by a number of o~ficers, hasti~ laid out a new ~n 

line of resistance. Buckner's nel-l line was located behind the 

topographic crest of the ridge, and overlooked the S?ur where the 

detached works which the foe had just captured were located. The 

Confederates knew this position would have to be held. If the 

Unionists were able to emplace batteries on this ridge, they •.rould 

render the Water Batteries and fort untenable.69 

Colonel Head had observed that the severe morning's fighting had 

"ereatly exhausted" Buckner's conurtand. There~ore, the colonel 

decided it would be a good idea if he co~illUtted a portion of the 

fort's garrison. A messenger was sent galla ping to the fort t.:i th 

instructions f'or Colonel Ja.'!les E. Bailey to hurry the 49th Tennessee 

to Buckner's support. Hoving out of the fort on the double the 

49th Tennessee, 300 strong, quick~? covered the 800 yards which 
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separated it from the point of danger, where Buckner's new defense 

line was being formed. Colonel Bailey immediate~ deployed his 

regiment on the right of Turner's detachment. The 49th Tennessee 

had reached the front at a critical moment. As the soldiers 

dashed into position, they sa>i th~t the Union skirmishers (probably 

the 14th !-!issouri) had already crossed the ravine, an:i were nearly 

one-third of the w~y up the ridge. Bailey's men opened a scathing 

fire on the advancing bluecoRts.7° 

Besides ordering out the 49th Tennessee, Colonel Head sought 

to strengthen ~ajor Turner's detachment. Two com9anies of the 

)Oth Tennessee had been manning the fortifications in the vicinity 

of the south~.rest salient angle. Followine; the return of Buckner 1 s 

comm~~d these two units found themselves temporari~ unemployed. 

Advised of this situation, Head sent them to reinforce l>:ajor Turner. 

:vi th the addition of these two companies Turner found his command 

increased to a battalion. Four other com9anies, belonging to the 

JOth Tennessee, continued to occup~:r their positions in the rifle 

pits between the salient angle and Indian Creek.7l 

Two of the three guns emplaced in the fort also opened fire 

on the atta.cking Federals. Finding th:lt no gunboats were in range. 

Captain Reuben R. Ross temporari~ left the U9per Battery. Accompanied 

by Ordnance Serge~nt Stone and several other men attached to his 

battery, Ross took charge of one of the fort's two ~-pounders. Jith 
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this piece the artillerists "played on the eneqy's land forces over 

the heads" of their comrades, with what effect Ross "could not tell". 

Simultaneous~ the crew ~anning the 8-inch siege howitzer, comm8nded 

0y Lieutenant P. K, Stankie,~cz, had opened fire. Apparent~ the 

siege gun was served with good effect, because the guns spotters 

reported the shells falling into the target area. ?2 

The five regiments of Colonel Brown's brigade were charged with 

the defense of the sector of the perimeter extending from the 18th 

Tennessee's right flank to the knoll overlookir~ Indian Creek. 

Brown's troops had scarce~ settled into position, before an excited 

staff officer galloped up to the colonel's command post. The aide 

informed Brown that Buckner needed both infantr:r and artillery, 

in order to contain the Union breakthrough. .{ithout a moment's 

hesitation, Colonel BroHn issued orders for the 14th .Hississip,!Ji, 

3d Tennessee, and a section of Graves' Kentucky Batter/ to hasten 

to ~uckner's support.73 

The rugged Mississippians, who had just occu:)ied their position 

in support of Porter's six guns, moved off on the double, close~ 

followed ~ the 3d Tennessee. These two regi~ents dashed up at 

a ~ost opportune moment. Because at this time the Federals had 

betun to press forH2rd in a determined effort to crush the Rebels' 

reorganized .main line of resistance. Buckner used these two regiments 

to plug a gap in his line, which existed betHeen the 2d Kentucky's 
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right and Turner's battalion's left. The Hississip!Jinns were 

deployed to the right and the Tennesseeans to the left. The 

section of Graves' bat "':er,)r which Brown h::'d sent in rP.sponse to 

Euckner's call also ca.me thundering up at this time. In accordance 

with Buckner's instructions, the cannoneers unlimbered their two 

pieces. The guns were mounted in the emplacement which had been 

previous~r constructed at the intersection of the new and old 

defense lines. From this position Graves' artillerists could 

enfilade the Federals' right flank as they moved against Buckner's 

newly established line. 74 

:iben Generals Floyd and Pillow were advised that the Yankees 

had secured a lodgement within Buckner's lin~s, they ordered the 

42d Tennessee, Colonel William A. Quarles COITlinanding, to the right 

wing's support. Quarles' unit, at the time it received its marching 

orders, was stationed between Erin Hollow and the ':lynn's Ferry road. 

Cold and benumbed as they were, Quarles' Tennesseans moved off 

on the double-quick through the "mud, sleet, ice and snm-r." 75 

Observing Lauman's troops had seized the rifle pits flarucing 

the Eddyville road, Colonel Cook determined to get permission to 

co~~t his brigade. Since General Smith had accompanied the attacking 

force, he was not readi.l_.v available. Therefore, Cook realized he 

would have to obtain the necessary scantion from General Grant. A 

staff officer was sent to contact Grant, and secure the general's 
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permission for Cook's proposed move. Furthermore, Cook wished to 

attack and capture the enemy's batteries (Porter's and Graves') 

which had commenced to rake Lauman's command with canister and shell. 

While awa~ing the return of his messenger, information reached 

Cook indicatirg th"= "Stars and Stripes" had been planted·on the 

portion of the Confederate works occupied by Porter's batte~r. 

This favorable ne,:s caused Cook to order his men to hold their fire. 

Once this had been accomplished Cook sought to verify the reported 

capture of Porte:.· • s position. At the same time Cook ordered his 

skirmishers to rejoin their parent units. ivithin a few minutes, 

ho\.;ever, Cook was able to ascertain the "Stars c..nd Stripes" had been 

raised bJ the Rebels as ruse, in an effort to decoy the bluecoats 

into an ambush.76 

Short~, thereafter, the staff officer returned with Grant's 

approval of Cook's proposal to move to Lauman's su::;>port. Colonel 

Cook then ordered his brigade fo~~d. By this time the 7th 

Illinois had reached the front and taken position on the 50th 

Illinois' right. In column of battalion, by the left flank, Cook's 

three attacking regiments (the 12th Iowa on the left, 50th Illinois 

in the center, and 7th Illinois on the right) svrept forHard on the 

double. Surging down off the ridge, which served as their point of 

departure, Cook's troops crossed the small stream at the bottom. 

They then began to ascend the abatis covered op:_JOsite slope. 

4l 



Cook's three regiments advanced against the left flank of the de­

tached line of rifle pits previously captured by Lauman's brigade. 

Therefore, they received no frontal fire. Porter's guns, which 

were emplaced in the perimeter's southwestern salient angle, were 

able to enfilade the right flank of the attacking columns. Fortunately 

for the Yankees the beaten zone was limited, and the greyclad 

gunners consistently overshot their targets. In his "After Action 

Report," Colonel Cook observed, "The distance being short, the 

discharge$ caused but little damage, overshooting us just enough 

to tear into shreds the colors of the Seventh Illinois •••• n Cookls 

troops entered the detached earthworks to the right of the sector, 

where Lauman's brigade had scored its breakthrough. Ta~ing position 

in the rifle pits, Cook's three regiments prepared to cover Lauman's 

troops.77 

Lauman 1 s brigade, spearheaded by the 2d Iowa, had reswnec' the 

advance. Pressing eager~;. forward in lL.e of battle, Tuttle's 

Hawkeyes, their flanks covered by soldiers of the 14th ~·tl.ssouri 

(deployed as skirmishers), reached the bottom of the ravine. The 

Imo1ans and Missourians then began to claw their way up the ridge, 

on top of which the butternuts had reformed their lines. In the 

face of a galling fire the grim Iowans slowl;r worked their way forward. 

Before Tuttle's troops were able to reach the ridge's topographic 

crest, the greyclads checked their advance. ~ihen his men were unable 
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to move aey further in the face of the constant],":" impacting 

resistance, Tuttle ordered them to 1~ down. Hitting the ground the 

Iowans return~d the Confederates' fire from the prone position.78 

On Tuttle's left the 52d Indiana moved cautiousl;y :forHarci. 

Evidentl;y the regimental officers had been unable to reorganize 

their unit, which had reached the rifle pits in "confusion." A 

large number of the Hoosiers refused to resume the advance. In-

stead of accompanYing their comrades-in-arms, these individuals 

took cover in the eartht·IOrks' protective confines. From the 

rifle pits the Indianians commenced to blaze away at the Confederates 

on the opposite rid~·e. The range, however, was too great. The 

recently recruited Hoosiers' volleys fell short. At this tin:e 

the 2d IoNa was pinned down in front of the Co:--...federates' position. 

Unfortunately for themselves, the Hawkeyes were >~thin effective 

range of the Indianjans' small-arms. AccordinEly, the Iowans suf:fered 

severely as a result of' the "trig~er ha:??-:'" 11 Hoosie::-s' fire. Cvlor.el 

Tuttle in his 11Af'ter Action Report" caustically commented, 

In the mean ti.Ine the enelT\}r were being re-er.f'orced, and one 
of our regiments poured a disastrous fire upon us in the rear. 
I am not able to name the regiment which fired upon our rear, 
but I do knm-r that the greater part of the casualties we 
received at that point 1oras from that source, far I r;wself 
saw some of ~; men fall who I know were shot :from the hill 
behind us. 

Dashing up to the rifle pits, where the Indianians had ensconced 

themselves, General Smith put a stop to this haphazard firing. Before 

riding over to another section of the front, General Smith directed 

the Hoosiers to remain where they were.79 
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A portion of the 52d Indiana, however, supported on the left 

by a battalion of the 14th Hissouri, deployed as skirmishers, had 

continued the advance in compliCJ.nce id th Srni th 1 s instructions • 

Reaching the bottom of the hollm1, these two units coromenced to 

ascend the western slope. Like the 2d Iowa, to their right, the 

Hoosiers' and :·fissourians 1 quickly found their forward progress 

checked by the hard-fighting Confederates. 

The 25th Indiana and 7th Iowa preceded by the other battalion 

of the 14th Hissouri, deployed as skirmishers, supported the 2d 

Iowa's attack on the right. Descending the steep slope the officers 

in charge of the b1o regiments found th:1t their respective battle 

lines had become "somewhat broken. 11 At the bottom of the ravine, 

they halted their units, while the men dressed their rai".ks. ?efore 

the advance could be renewed, hot-wever, the 2d Iowa had started to 

retire. In order to cover the Hawkeyes' retreat the 25th Indiana 

and 7th Iot;a grimly held their ground in the bottom of the hollow. 80 

The Confederate infantry, abl;y supported by Porter's and a 

section of Graves' batteries, easily checked the Federals' attempt 

to exploit their initial success. An exa..rnir.ation of the "After 

Action Reports" reveals that only one Union regiment, the 2d Iot-ra, 

made a determined effort to reach Buckner's reorganized main line 

of resistance. Tuttle's Ha~keyes, however, were stopped short of 

the Rebel line. After lying down, the Iot-rans continued to bang away 
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at the butternuts "for over an hour." Only when he was informed 

that his men h;o.d exhausted their amrnunition, did Tuttle order 

them to fall 'cack. Tuttle was able to disengage his unit without 

aqy interference on the greyclads' part. The Iowans fell back in 

good order, despite the heevy losses suffered in the attack --

81 41 killed, and 157 wounded. 

Before the 2d Iowa's retreat additional C~nfederate units 

reached the point of danger. The 42d Tennessee came up on the 

•double. Buckner used the regiment to plug a weak spot in his 

reorganized front, wh~ch existed between the 2d Kentuc~'s right 

and the Jd Tennessee's left. Colonel Head, in order to contain the 

Union penetration, decided to order additional troops from his 

brigade into action. According~, the colonel sent a messenger to 

the for with a dispatch for Colonel Cyrus A. Sugg. The latter officer, 

had been left in charge ~f the fort's garrison upon Colonel Bailey's 

departure. Sugg was directed to h~ve part of his regiment --

the 50th Tennessee -- reinforce Buckner. leaving Lieutenant Colonel 

Harrison c. IDckhart in command at the fort, Sugg, accoiTr9anied by 

one l::attalion, moved out on the double. On arrivinrr at the front, 

Sugg deployed his battalion on the right of the 49th Tennessee. 

The newcomers were used to anchor the right flank of the reorganized 

Confederate defense line.82 



• Having succeeded in concentrating six regiments (2d Kentucky, 

14th Hississippi, )d, 18th, 42d, and 49th Tennessee) and two 

battalions (Turner's and Sugg's). supported by al"ti"lle~r, along a 

line which Colonel Hanson pronounced stronger "th::m the one lost," 

the Confederates sto,;ped the Union adv<mce. 83 In i'act, the Yankees 

were unable to hold all the ground gained, in the face of the 

tremendous fire-pow-er displayed by the Confederates. Grudgingly 

givir.g ground the bluecoats retired across the hollow, taking cove1· 

in the ca9tured rifle pits. Buckner, however, failed to launch a 

counterattack. . The butternuts were denied the chance of exploiting 

this Federal set back. The reason for this failure can be attributed 

to two factors. Buckner had overestimated the strength of the 

attacking Union force, and the e:mausted condition of most of the 

Cor~ederate troops involved. All of' Buckner's infant~ and artille~, 

except £he 49th Tennessee and the two battalions (Sugg's and Turner's), 

had partici?ated in the mornL1E' s attack on the Union right. In 

his "After Action Report," Hajor Nat F. Cheairs, cornrnanding the 

Jd Tennessee, noted: "Notwithstanding they Lhis mm/ were completel,y 

(or nearly so) worn do-vm by incessant fighting and fatigue duty for 

eight consecutive d~ys, we succeeded in driving back the ene~;, 
84 

althought they had fresh and we had ex.'"l.austed troops. 11 
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The Rebel artille~J (Porter's battery, a section of Graves' 

unit, and the two guns in the fort, ma~~ed by Ross' and Stankieuriz's 

detachments) blasted the oncoming Unionists with canister, shot, and 

shell. Lieutenant John :1. Norton, of Porter's battery, dramatically 

described the Union attack: 

Bailey's, Sugg's, and Quarles' regiments verf soon reenforced 
this new line, and one section of Graves' battery, under the 
personal direction of the heroic Graves took position at 
the intersection of the new with the old lines, and as usual 
was most conspicuous for its effective work. Xorton's 
section of Porter's batte~, which had been del~ved in 
reaching its former position, was prompt~r thrown into action 
to the left of Graves, ~der a heavy fire. The horses were 
shot down and the guns run into place by hand. Until dark 
the desperate conflict raged. Lieutenant ~vere~ 
Hutchison, of Porter's battery, was severely shot though the 
neck. Lieut. lJi. r{;] Culbertson of the same battery, was 
hit; and the gallant Capt. Thomas K. Porter, who, Hanson 
said, "alw~s directed his guns at the right time and to the 
right place, 11 was disabled by a severe and dangerous wound, 
and was borne from the field. Capt. Porter's marked coolness 
and dash, and the efficient and intelligent manner in which 
he handled his guns, elicited the unbounded admiration of all 
who saw him. :ihile being carried bleeding from the field, 
he said to me, "Don't let them have the guns Horton." I 
r~plied, "No, Captain; not while I have one man left," 
little mindful that zqy apprehensions would be so nearly 
carried out. The ca~~oneers had been great~ reduced by 
frost-bites, wounds and deaths, until toward the close of 
this engagement I had on~ three men left at one gun. One of 
these was wounded and left where he fell, we being unable to 
remove him at the moment. Pat Kine, acting number one, who 
was always at his post, seeing the dead and wounded lying 
thick around us, impelled 1y that generous ~~d gallant nature 
and impulsive dispostion so characteristic of the Irish race, 
threw himself in front of me saying: "Lieutenant, Lieutenant, 
get lower down the hill, or they will kill you;" and actually 
embraced me, as if to make a shield of himself to the ene~'s 
bullets for rzy protection. I replied: "No, Pat; let us give 
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them one more round." He promptly seized his ramming staff 
and while in the act of driving the charge home, t-las shot 
through the heart and drooped underneath his gun. !-light soon 
closed the blooqy combat.85 

Both General Buckner and Colonel Brown in their "After Action 

Reports" paid tribute to the role of the artillery in checking the 

Yankees' advance. The general recalled, 

During a contest of more than two hours the enemy threatened 
nur left With a heavy column and rnacie repeated attemnts to 
storm my line on the right, but the well-directed rire of 
Porter's and Graves' artille~ and the musket~r fire of the 
infantry repelled the attempts and finally drove them to 
seek shelte~ behind the works

8
ge had taken and amid the 

irregularities of the ground. 

Colonel Brown cited the artillery's accomplismnents in stronger 

terms: 

Captains Porter and Graves did efficient service in the en­
gagement with their batteries; indeed they excited the 
admiration of the whole command by an exhibition of coolness 
and bravery under a heavy fire, from which the:r had no .?rO­
tection, which could not be excelled. Captain ?orter fell 
dangerously wounded by a Hinie ball throueh his thigh while 
workine one of his guns, his gunners being near],y all of t.hem 
disabled or killed. The command then devolved upon Lieutenant 
~·!orton, a beardless youth, who step!)ed forward like an old 
veteran, and nobly did he emulate the.example of his brave 
captain.87 

Rebuffed in their attempt to crack Buckner's defense line, the 

hard-fightine infantrymen of the 2d Imva and the 14th :·:issouri retired 

into the captured rifle pits. From the 9rotection afforded by these 

earthworks the bluecoats returned the Confederates' fire. Short~ 

after his Iowans had regained the works, Colonel Tuttle was injured 
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when a projectile from one of the Confederate cannoJ:E struck the 

log on which he was standing. The impact knocked the colonel to 

the ground, injuring his back, and spraining his wrist. Colonel 

Tuttle· temporaril~.r out of action, Colonel Baker assumed com.""',and of 

the regiment.88 The 25th Indiana and 7th IoHa held their position 

in the bot tom of the ravine, until after the 2d Iovra and 14th 

-r.:issouri had reached the rifle pits. Having successfully covered 

their comrades-in-arms' retreat the P..awkeyes and Hoosiers, keeping 

their faces toward the foe, slowly retraced their steps. ~eaching 

the earthworks these two regiments took position on the 2d Iowa's 

right. On mustering his unit, the 25th Indiana, Colonel Veatch found 

the attack had cost his co::r ... mand 40 men, all wounded. 
89 

After his division had failed to carry the Cor£ederates' 

reorganized main line of resistance, Gener.<:: 1 Srr.i. th ordered his 

brigade co~~ders, La~~an and Cook, to hold the captured rifle 

pits. As soon as La~~an's troops had fallen cack into the earthworks 

they were redeployed from left to right: the 2d Iowa, 25th Indiana, 

7th Iowa, 14th Hissouri, and 14th Io.-;a. Colonel Shat-r' s 14th Iowa 

continued to support Lieutenant O'Connell's 10-pour.der Parrott 

rifles. The ha?less 52d Indiana ;-ras pulled out of the line b-J 

General Smith. Once Colonel James H. Smith had mustered and re­

formed his regL~ent, he rejoined his parent brigade -- Cook's. 90 
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'·"" cautain liewsham reached the f'ront with Lieutenant 0 'Connell's ""en • 

1 Sr.rl.th told hirn "the guns were too light. 11 The Parrotts, Genera 

~eneral urged the staff officer to procure some heavier ordnance. 
0 

Returning-t-o 'the -:adge road, Ca?tain 1-:ewsham encountered Batter:;r H, 

lst :·:issouri Light Artillery. At this time the Hissouri artillerists 

wel·e en route from the Union right. The batte!";;.r was under orders 

to furnish fire support to Smith's command. Hailing the batterJ 

commancler, CQ.ptain -.o/elker, 1\ewshA.m directed him to report to 

General Smith. Follmdng the receipt of' these instructior:.s the 

canr10neers moved their three guns ( t't-ro 20-pounder and one 10-pounder 

Parrott rifles) cautiously off the ridge, where Smith's division 

hP.d form~d prior to the at tack. Gaining the :xid.;rville road the 

gunners erove their tea..-ns up the opposite slo?e. On reaching the 

rifle pits Captain ~·ielker 1 s cannoneers unlimbered their three pieces 

on the left of O'Connell's section. Their guns placed in batte~J. 

the ~!issourians began to trade shots "liith the Confederate field 

9ieces emplaced on the opposite side of the hollm.:. During the 

ensuing duel 0 'Connell 1 s section beat ·llelker 's gunners to the punch, 

dismounting one of' the butternuts' guns.91 

Colonel Cook's brigade occupied the section of the captured 

earth•..rorks on Laurnan' s right. Shortl._y before the 2d Iowa was COlllpelled 

to give way, General Smith had ridden U:> to Colonel Babcock's 
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command post. Evident~ the general had witnessed the advance of 

the 7th Illinois. As Historian Ambrose recalled, the general called 

to Colonel Babcock: 

I never sal-t a regiment make such grand movements under 
such a fire in all my mill tar;;t life as your's has just made. 
Colonel, I thank God for your comnand at this moment. 
Charge thc;t rebel battery! charge it with your steel ar.d 
silence its work of death! 

According],:r, Colonel Babcock hasti~r formed his regiment into line of' 

battle. But before the colonel could lead his men in an attack 

on Porter's battery, the general glanced to~ard the west. Observing 

that the sun was about to drop below the horizon, General Smith 

turned to Babcock and remet.rked, 11 I countermand the order given you 

to charee that battery. It is now too late; I will leave that work 

for you to do tomorro~1. n92 

In addition to the 52d India:r.a, the 13th Hi.ssouri, which had 

been su9porting the four guns emplaced on the ridge southwest of' 

the Poor house, was also directed to report to Colonel Cook. ~J 

dusk, the Hissourians had rejoined Cook's brigade. The rii'le 

pits occupied qy Cook's command were not very extensive. To keep 

from crowding his men into this limited space, Cook decided to 

hold a portion of h~s brif,ade in reserve. The three regiments 

already ensconced in the earth~vorks -- the 7th and 50th Illinois, and 

12th Im-ta -- would remain where they- were, whil~ the 5?d Indiana a.1"ld 

13th Hissouri spent the night on the timber-strewn western slope of the 

ridge.93 
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Before returning to the front after contacting Batter,y H, 

Captain Newsham encountered General Grant. The general asked 

Newsham i.f "Smith wanted anythine." ~vithout havins been given the 

authorit:r by General Smith, the Ca"!Jtain replied the general 

"wanted some of his old regiments." Without a moment's hesitation 

Grant issued instructions for Captain Rawlins to proceed to the 

ar~'s right flaruc. On his arrival in that area Rawlins was to 

order Colonel John McArthur's brigade to report to General Smith.94 

HcArthur's brigade had been badly battered during the course 

of the Confederate ~ttack on the Union right. According~, the 

brigade had been withdrawn into the upper reaches of Bufford Hollow. 

Here the troops had halted. The rolls were call~d and the 

command supplied with rations and a.rn:munition. Itr 4 p.m. when 

Rawlins rode up these tasks had been completed. I.CcArthur was 

ready to redeploy his bri;::ade. After Rawlins h"'ld explained Grant's 

orders to ICcArthur, the brigade moved out -- the 12th Illinois i:r1 

the van. Darkness had fallen and the d~'s fighting had ceased, 

by the tL~e }1cArthur's hard-mRrchine troops reached the hollow south 

of James Crisp's house. Before proceeding arzy- :further I~cArthur stopped 

hl.s CO!!Unand.. A staff officer was sent to acquaint Generc>,l Smith 

with the brigade's arrival. The aide soon returned with the necessary 

instructions. McArthur was directed to send one of his regiments to 

the front; the other two would constitute Smith's strategic reserve 

and camp in the hollow. EcArthur assigned the 12th Illinois the 
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mission of bolsterinc Smith's main line of resist~nce. Great~r 

hindered by the darkness, the Illinois~ns scaled the abatis covered 

slope and gaiz;ed the captured rifle pits. >lhen the 12th Illinois -
reported to General Smith, he ordered the unit into position on the 

2d Io1-:a' s left. After the Illini had completed their deployment, 

~elker's cannoneers shifted their three Parrott rifles into the 

regiment's sector. ;·1cArthur' s two other regiments -- the 9th and 

41st Illinois -- spent the night in the ravine. 9 5 

Colonel :.Vallace 's brigade, like Hc.Arthur' s, had been hurled 

back qy the powerful Rebel onslaught on the Union right. After 

being reorg~nized and re~lenishing their a~unition in Bufford 

Hollow, '·Jallace's troops were again deployed into line of battle. 

Taking position on the right of Thayer's bri£;ade • :iallace 's bbecoats 

had helped to check the Rebels' advance. Once the greyclads had 

commenced to retire into their earthworks, :fallace received a 

messag-e from Grant. According to these instructio::s .iallace was 

to move his brigade to the left, "so as to be within easy supporting 

distance of either wing" of the arrey. Quickly assembling his command 

Wallace 9roceeded to implement the general's orde~s. Crossing the 

valle~r of Indian Creek, l•fallace 1 s troops took position on the ridge 

southwest of the Poor house. It was on this ridge that lew ifallace 

had formed his division less than 12 hours before.96 
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The section of guns belonging to Battery D, lst Hi.ssouri Li~ht 

Artiller'.f which h.<d been ordered to the >'lynn 1 s Ferry road sector 

durill€ the afternoon, ~vas also directed to rejoin General Smith. 
_. 

'tlithout having fired a single ::>rojectile the ~:issourians retraced 

tteir stens, camping for the night near the Ridge ~oad. 97 

The presence of ivallace 1 s troops served to alarm the Confederates. 

Th~ were afraid the Yankee brass were goinc to use these men to 

launch an attack on the sector of the Fort Donelson perimeter, 

lYing between the southwestern salient angle and Indian Creek. At 

this time (just before dark) these rifle pits were held by two 

regiments -- the J2d and 41st Te~~essee -- and a tattalion of the 

JOth Tennessee. In their "After Action Reports 11 both General J:.'uckner 

and Colonel Edt,rard C. Cook, of the J2d Tennessee, commented on 

·,vallace 1 s concentration. The gene~al pointing out "the enen~y 

threatened" his le.£'t, while Cook stated "the enerrr" appeared in 

lar~e force in front of us and threatened to attack us, when night 

carr.e on. u98 

: . .Jhen the news of the Union breakthrough reached Confederate 

GHQ, General Floyd issued instructions for Colonel John H. 

Simonton's brigade to move to 3uckner 1 s aid. At the time these 

instructions rea.ched Colonel Simonton's command post, his unit was 

in the process of reoccu~ring the rifle pits adjacent to the Forge 

road. The troops \·Tere ordered to fall ip, and the brigade moved off 
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on the double. Before Simonton's men were aole to reach the ?Oint 

of danger, ho~ever, Buckner's troops had contained the Union penetration. 

Furthermore, Colonel Joseph Drake's co~~nd had been unable to 

check Lew Wallace's advance on the Confederate left. According~, 

Floyd countermanded his orders to Simonton. The now thorough~ 

confused troo-ps belonging to Simonton's bri::ade retraced their 

stens.99 . 
Once darkness had put a stop to the d~r's hostilities, General 

_\?•( 
Smith inspected and approved the dispositions made'Cook and Lauman. 

In accordance with the general's instructions the brigade cottr~nders 

had covered their respective fronts with a strong line of outposts. 

Before retiring to his headquarters, on the op?Qsite ridge, the 

general told Cook and Lau.."'llan "to hold the position obtained during 

the night and irr.mediatel2:r prepare for a combined assault the 

follm·ring morning. nlOO 

Reaching the bottom of the hollou, west of the captured rifle 

pits, Smith sighted 11 a regiment drawn up in line of battle with 

about ;o men with bandages on their arms and legs." Turning to 

Captain l~ewsham the general inquired the regirn.ent 1 s designation. 

Kewshrun replied the 9th Illinois. Smith then asked "what those 

white bandages were on the men for?" The captain ::1nswered "they 

were on men who when they heard that ~wanted them had left the 

field hospital and joined the regiment to do and die for him." 
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By this time Smith and his staff had reached the 9th Illinois' 

right flank. As I~ewsham recalled, "the grand old hero at once took 

off his ca? and rode do'vn the front of the regiment bareheaded. 

The officers and men stood silent until he had yassed, and then a 

cheer from their full hearts broke forth that told him how th~ 

appreci~ ted the mark of respect he had paid them. ,101 

Reaching their field headquarters, Smith and his staff discovered 

their tents had been converted, during their absence, into hospitals. 

To provide a measure of cow£ort the officers ~indled a l~rge camp 

fire at "the foot of a white oak tree. II After the Union officers 

had"discussed the d~y's activities and the desperate work anticipated 

in the morning, they la,y down in the snO't.;, and slept as l::est they 

could. 102 

Except for the sporadic exchanges on the :picket line the Union 

troops, occupying the captured rifle :pits, spent a quiet night. The 

soldiers were compelled to remain underarms, but at the same time 

they were permitted to build camp fires. These warming fires enabled 

"them to rest more corr.J'ortably. 11 

Tot.;ard the close of the day's action on the Confederates 1 right, 

Generals Floyd and ?illm·T visited Buckner's CO!!Ir..and post. After in­

SpPcting and giving their approval to Buckner's dispositions, the 

two generals returned to their headquarters. Once darkness had put 

a stop to active hostilities, Buckner called upon his regimental 

commaneers for large working parties. These fatigue details were 

given the task of throwing up earthworks along Buckner's new defense 



line. The soldiers not assi~ned to work on the fortification, 

stood to their arms, in case the Yankees attempted a night 

at t ack • J,,h. · 
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UNCONDITIONAL SUP.RENDER 

Chapter I 

The Confederates Decide to Capitulate 

Nightfall on Febru~ 15 found the Confederate 
_,:1-~ ;:•'-rtV.~··-fd 

troops back in their rifle pits after their attempt to cut 
<!' 

their way through Grant's investing arnw. ~Usf:fa'tf§d. 

Except on the extreme right, where Brigadier General Charles 

F. Smith's division had seized the detached line of rifle 

pi +,s guarding the sector where the Edd3rville road entered th~ 

Hounded on the snm;-covered ridges and in the hollm<Ts where 

B. Floyd -- self-hG~notized by so~e strange delusion --

telegra:yhed his superior, Gener:-~1 Albert s. Johnston, 
~ 

.3l1Y:~)L~:c~L':"·:g tl1c~ t L-:: t:-;..rl ~VO!"l ,::_ v::t~:Jt v-::_ctu:;.."'J" ~l 

r:ot too 

Donelson. At this time, the 'cluecoc>_ts had not reoccupied in 

strength the area adjacent to the Forge road. Furthermore, 

1 

..... - ·- -. -··· ::-
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\ .. , 

-~· .. ·-· 

the Charlotte road was still open, tho~gh passage over 

Srni th' s Ford was rendered difficult by. the baclct-;ater from the 

Cumberland. Divergent and conflicting opinions a.rr:ong the 

Rebel brass, however, served to prevent an evacuation of the 

Fort D:>nelson area during the early part of the night. 

Rather than act, Brigadier Generals John B. Floyd and Gideon 

J. Pillm·r talked of· ways of extricating the army from its 

embarrassing position. In this 1.;ay, valuable time was wasted. 

By midnight, the Confederate ambulance corps had gathered in 

all the Rebel wounded, who, along with the sick, and the Union 

2 prisoners, -:-rere lo::tded on st'3aai'oo?..ts ar.d .ss:1t t-J Cla:':'ksville. 

About 1 a. m., in response to a su1::rr:ons fro:-:1 

regimental co~~nders assembled at the Rice house. As soon 

as he Ha.s illior;:r:'c':d tho.t most of th::: officer::; c·Iere 5-)rese::-J.t, 

Floyd called the gathering to order. First, Floyd informed 

the assembled officers that his scouts, who were operating on 

the east side of the Ct:.:rJJerloix:, had repo:·tsd that 1.noth:::.:-

Union convoy (co::r;:JOsed of ]J~ trnnsports) h:i.d tied up at the 

Floyd continued, Un.wn troops Here being disembark:xl. 

(Floydrs information was correct. A convoy with five 

2 



infantry reg~ents aboard-- the 14th and 15th Illinois, ·the 

2Jd Indiana, the 56th and 78th Ohio -- reac~ed the Fort 

Donelson area on the evening of the 15th.) Since it would be 

impossible for the Cor£ederates to hold their ground in the 

face of these reinforcements. Floyd directed his officers to 

have their men under arms by 4 a. m. At that hour, the 

Confederates would evacuate the Fort Donelson perimeter, 

marching out ~J way of the Charlotte road. 

An air of urgency was added to the situation Hhen 

hro messengers entered the room and report·3d to Brigadier 

front by Captain rtic<3 E. Gra\i.,~s. The first rep::n·ted th:lt a 

lart;3 force of Yenkees was being massed on the ridges 

right tmrard the ifynn' s Ferry road. After these evil tidings, 

Floyd dismissed the officers. 3 

~1hile the brass c?.3..scuss:::cl. the situation in the 

ar::;w spent an uncort'.fortable night on -the lines. Jn 

accordance with Colonel John C. Brown's instructions, the 

units of his brigade "stood to their arms". The onJy troops 

3 



not unde~, arns were those assigned to fatigue parties. These 

groups were kept busy strengthening and extending the new 

fortifications, which had been laid out following the loss of 

the rifle pits covering the Eddyville road. 

It l'las about 2 a. m. when Brown returned from the 

Rice house. As soon as he reached his command post, Brown 

issued instructions for his regimental commanders to recall 

their fatigue parties and for the battery commanders to spike 

their guns. ~4fter this business had been attended to, 

Brown's soldiers moved out of the rifle pits and marched into 

Dover. Thon;:;h it had not been announced, it was the 

understanding ar.~or1g the of:fice~"s 

tln t the generals h?.d determined to evacuate the Fort 

l} 
Donelson perimeter. 

Returning to his headquarters from the meeting, 

Floyd 1 s orders. By 3 a. m., Johnson had pulled all his 

soldiers out of the trenches. This ti.:"ne, hm-rever, Colonel 

Adolph1.i.S naiman's brigade did :not rer:ain h~h:\.r,;l, as it h,;_cl on 

Heii"<lan 1 s soldiers brought up tb:: rear of Jolmson 1 :.::; colt.,_.,_-:h, .?.s 

it pushed cautiously ahead. As on the previous night, 

Johnson massed his wing on the Charlotte road, north of the 



fortifications. 5 

',-Jhen Colonel John ~T. Head received orders to 1rnve 

-· his brigade into Dover, he issued instructions for Captains 

Bell G. Bidt-Jell 1 s and Thomas \1. Beaumont's companies which 

manned the big guns emplaced in the low·er Battery to rejoin 

their parent units. After the officers had formed and 

mustered their organizations, Head's brigade evacuated Fort 

6 
Donelson and marched to Dover. 

Follmring the departure of Johnson and the brigade. 

commanders, Generals Floyd, Buckner, and Pil1m.; ref'lained in 

Dover. ~'lhile anxiously >"lai~ing for 4 a. m. to arrive, the 

1..!-.tree generals passed the t:i.:.r;D in PilloH 1 s h,-::e.dcparters at 

the Rice housr:;:. A senior n:e::1b0r of Pillm1 1 s staf.f -- Colonel 

John C. fiUrch -- had been in an adjoining room during tbe 

briefing. After the brigade and regimental officers had 

clis,?ersed, Pillo--:r sent for Colon2l Burch. \f.'1:m he enterc.~c~ 

the general's room, Burch was directed by Pillo-.,.r to assemble 

the staff. Hastening forth, Burch quickly informed the 
. .., 

de::;it;nated officers t1nt Pillo;,r H5 .. shod to see thei.l::.. 1 

Gu;:;taVl.l.S A. l-£2:!:1..-..-y, Fillo'"' s ad.jutant, W'lS asleep in his 

office 1.-rhich tfas located in one of the upstairs rooms of th9 

house. Thrmnng on his clothes, Henry descended the stairs 



and entered Pillm.,r 1 s room. Here, Ee!".ry was informed of the 

generals' decision to cut their w~ out of the Fort Donelson 

area. Pillm.r directed Henrj"' "to gather up all the papers and 

books belonging to ••• LhiiJ department 11
• ',fuereupon, Henry 

left the general's room, returned to his quarters, and 

proceeded to execute the order which he had been given. As 

soon as he had completed his task, Henry rejoined the generals. 

After awakening Henry, Colonel Burch proceeded to 

the quarters of Najors \villiam H. Haynes and J. 1ilyatt Jones. 

Haynes was Pillm-. 1 s chief of commissary; Jones was in charge 

of the quarterr.taster department. Apparently, these ttw. 

officers 'tiere r:\;t bi.J_let·cd in tl:e Riee ho1J.se -- since, b"J t!1d 

time they re_r::-orted to Pillmr; a hitch had developed in the 

Confederate plans for the evacuation of the Fort Donelson 

Po-~Tnc.tpr 9 ,_..,..,.t.. .,t_t.tJ.._. ....... • . 

A little:; before 2 ""· EJ. , a courier rode up to 

Pillow's headquarters with a dispatch from the corr.rnander of 

one of the units po8ted in the Forge road sector. Perusing 

th~ r:1.:~ss:1ge, the 6Gnerals dj_.:;::::overcd that th:~ troops . 

barh.-ing in front of their lines. This led th(:) soldiers to 

believe the Federals were reinvesting their position. 

Learning this distressing intelligence, General Floyd 

6 
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10 
directed Pillo:-; to send scouts to check on this report. 

Pillow detailed two trusted men to reconnoiter and 

see if the Federals had re-established their position astride 

the Forge road. 7;lithin a short t:L"ne, the scouts returned to 

the Rice house. By the time the b;o were ushered into· 

Pillotv1 s room, Colonel Burch had rejoined the generals. The 

scouts stated, 11 the enercy''s camp-fires could be seen at the 

same places in front of our left that they had occupied 

Friday". Pillow was not 11 satisfied with the truth of the 

report". He determined to investigate further, and sent for 

Colonel Nathan 13. Forrest a..Dd Hajor John E. Rice~ Besides 

~icc se~ed on the general's staff. 11 

Since Rice >-ras already in the house, he reached 

Pillo\-1 1 s roo:rt first. The generals, v.1ith Pillovr taking the 

lead, procGed-3d to qu.<?stion :tice elose2y on the geogr.:'l.phy ::end 

the character of the roads over which the arcy would have to 

pass. ~f.hile this interv~ew was taking place, two of Pillow's 

t d ~· 12 en ere vn~ roo~. R~p};yi~g to the c;,ues'tions of the 

generals, :':lice ga7e a "decidedly unfavorable" acc:mnt of the 

condition of the Ch~rlotte road. 
13 
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:-rnen he was dismissed, :iajor Rice told the gener~lls 

that Doctor ~· r.v. Smith was "more familiar" with the 

14 . 
Charlotte road than he. Dr. S:nith was immediately sent 

for. Having accompanied Rice to the house, Swith was 

eagerzy awaiting his SUillillOns. Hhen he entered the room, 

Smith recalled that General Floyd placed before him: 

••• a map of the battle-ground of 
Fort Donelson, which had been drawn b,y 
Gener~l Buckner. Finding that I 
understood the map and was fa..lT!iliar 'd th 
the ground, roads, and creeks, General 
Floyd requested me to go out on the ••• 
LCharlott~ road and investigate and 
eY~~ne tha ford of Lick Creek~ He 
re·.:pJ.estf:Kl me specially to ascertain the 
d0::_:1th o£' the ,;.;atGr in said ford. Hhether 
O!'" l:,')t i·t. Ha3 possible to eros::; it on 
hor:;;eback, and to report $3 soon as 
pradicable to hi.n: • • • • .l 

'd'nen Colonel Forrest reached Pillo;.r' s quarters, the 

Rice .::l.l~d Doctor Smith. E8.iling :i?orrest., PilloH told the 

caval-~an that infor~~tion had been received indicating 

that the Yo.rll<ees had reoccupi~d tl:e ~;round from uhich the:: 

ha.d been dri'l"-'11 011 the n'.orrd .. n.; of. the 15th. T'ne h2rd-hittin;; 

had left th.:>.t :pJrtion of the .f i·-:;1::.1., e;:w:-lier in the eve nine·;. 

there had been no signs of Union activity. PilloVT cotmtered 
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with the scouts' reports. Reinforced by Forrestrs positive 

opinion, vrhich coincided with his mm, Pillow ordered thz 

cava~ leader to have a patrol visit the Forge road sector. 

Its mission would be to verify or disprove the reported 

Federal occupation of that area. Simultaneous~, Forrest 

would have "two reliable men" ascertain if Smith's Ford, 

1-rhere the Charlotte Road crossed Lick Creek, were passable. 

Furthermore, these two scouts were to see if the Federals had 

established a roadblock on the Charlotte road. l6 

Being a man of act~.on and not word!";, Forrest 

men, the colon-::1 gave them the task of recormoitering the 

Charlot.te Road. D-.c. Smith ac.compa.nied the sc;:,uts. No Union 

patrols were encountered and the scouts reached Smith's Ford 

w i.thou t a...v di.ffic,J.l ty. Crossing; the stream, ·the Soutl-v:.:rr.·,·rs 

found that the water just touched their saddle-skirts. 

Having successfully completed its mi~sion, the scouting party 

retraced its steps. 17 

In t.he neanti.;ne, Forrest had. sent t"o othsr t.rustsd 

scouts -- Ada~n R • • Toh:;:,son and S. H. f'Iartin -- to chec::.:: on th:J 

purported YfL"'lkee activity in the Forge road sector. .liter 

being gone about an hour, Johnson and Hartin returned. They 

inforrc.ed Forrest that the onJy Federals they h.::d obser;-ed 

9 



near the Forge road were "the wounded, and possibly some few 

stragglers searching for the killed and Hounded". The fires 
~-

seen a.nd reported by the other scouting pn-ties, Johnson and 

Martin stated, were the smoldering c~~pfires abandoned qy the 

bluecoats on the morning of the 15th. In an effort to keep 

warm, the wounded had rekindled these fires. 18 

Irrunediate1y following the departure of Forrest 1 s 

scouts, the officers in charge_of the commissary and 

quartermaster departments reported. l~jor Jones arrived 

first, closely followed by Eajor Haynes. Lieutenant 

Nicholson had been called into an adjoining room, where he 

recalled.: 

• · • !-:ajor Jones ••• >-las just entering 
the room. General Pillow at once 
aQP;;:oac~,?u hi:71, and t;-o_king hirn a litt] <=> 

j_ tg_/ one side, oy:~·tJl·-:.l.il·3d to hi..11 t~1:rt. it 
had 1~3r3-:G de te~.rnincd to O"(lacu. ~tD. t~1l:.~ p lG.ce, 
ar.d U;at he must :r.;Tepare to burn th8 
qu2rtermaster's stores in his ~nds. 
Hajor Jon::;s inquired at wlnt tilr;,e. 
Gene::·a.l Pilla;{ repli9d, UA.bout dc:.y-:::rea}:; 
a"bout 5:30 o'c1oG~:~~~ I-l:.-1jo~ t.Tonss 1~~ft 

ve!:7_r G0on,' and I did :1.1_9 see hi:;: in t?-1-3 
roo::;t a.ften-rards • • . • 

irr.unedL1te}y accosted by the g''l-:1eral. As in the case of 1-Iaj;:>r 

Jones, Pillow took Haynes aside. After informing the major 

JO 



of the decision to have the army cut its way through the 

enenzy-'s lines, PilloH ordered him "to destroy all the 

cornmissalJT storestr and then escape across the river. Before 

taking leave of the general, Haynes inquired when the orders 

were to be executed. Glancing at his v-ratch, Pillow replied, 

20 
11 At 5:30 o'clock. 11 

Following the departure of Jones and Haynes, a ve~J 

excited scout was shown into the room. He aTh~ounced t~qt he 

had just returned from the Forge road sector. He reported, 

"the woods were perfectly alive with troops, and th~t their 

ca;-:-,::;;-fires Her"! cu.rning in every direction". Pillm• w·a8 

blu8coats had re·:Jccupi-3d their former f-03'ition astride t;,.e 

Forge road. 
s He according~ went another· scout to report on 

the si. tuat5 em. 21 

Charlotte ro3.d returned. The scouts reported tr.e noveri'loh2d 

- 7 .t:t -· ' ,,... , valley LJ.J.. LicK '"'ree_:s was Dot practicable for infantry; thJ.t 

the soft r.:ud r..;as about h2.ll-ls:; deep, a::1d th~t ttl2 1-rate~· [;;_r, 

by PilloH, Dr. Smith corJgborated the cavalrymen's statements. 

Previously, the generals had been advised by their medical 

11 



authorities that a number of the troops Here su.f.fering from 

.frostbite.~ .. : ·Consequently, this matter was given some weieht, 

when th0 generals deter~ined their course of action. In view 

of the cold weather and the depth of the water, the Rebel 

brass decided that the infantry would be unable to use the 

ford. 
22 

Having abandoned the plan to utilize the Charlotte 

road to eva~uate the Fort Donelson area, the generals 

endeavored to find another r.vay out of their predicament. 

General Floyd inquired, "7,Jell, gentlemen, what is best now to 

be done? 11 l..Fnen neither Pill0,., nor Buckner pron:pt);:v ans-.rBrt:<i, 

Floyd repeated his question, addressing the forner bJ n~1e. 

Pillow· remarl:cd, '!that it -vms di.f_ficult to 

determine what Has best to be done. but ••• lh.iJ was in favor 

of eu L. ti ng ou.r ~-ra;y- out • 11 

Floyd then asked Buckner vrhat he thought ought to 

2) be done. 

Buc~c:r, taking. the floor, st-1.ted that he: 

... regarded the position o:f the 
2..:'1-"I~' ·:!S desperate, a~:cl "~1·lat a~l :_ttt"::':.:.~::: 
to e:::..ricate it by a::·nther b;ttCl3, in the 
SIJ.ffeeillg a11d 0}~!;.a~.t8ted C<)ndi tion c~f tha 
troops, ;,-1as al.-no,::;t hop9le.ss. The t:coops 
had been i,iorn dmm ~.ri th ';vatchiriz, l>ii th 
labor, r...-i th fighting. l·ra.'1Y of them were 
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frosted by the intensity of the col::l; all 
of them ><ere suf' .ferins and exhausted 'r:FJ 
their incessant labors. There had been 
no regular issue of ratians for a number 
of days and scarcely arcr :neans of cooking. 
Their &c.nRtni tion was nearly exp~nded. ·.'le 
were completely invested Qy a force fully 
four times the strength of our O\m. In 
their exhausted condition they could not 
have made a march. An attempt to make a 
sortie would have been resisted qy a 
superior fo~ce of fresh troops, and that 
attempt would have been the signal for 
the fall of the >-later batteries and the 
presence of the enemy's gunboats sweeping 
with the fire at close range the 
positions of our 6Wi1>troops, Hho r.vould 

~/ 

thus have been assailed on their front, 
rear, and right flan.~ at the same instant. 
The result ·t-rould have been a virtual 
nass:;.cre of the troops, more dishp,artening 
in its effect;> than a surrender. 2·.,. 

Continuing, Genex·al Buckner expressed the opinion that it 

~·rO'.lJ.d cost Floyd tbree-qu:.:rrters o:Z ' . 11::LS 

to cut his way- through the enercy' s lines. Buckner stated, 

sacrifice of :Cn.u<l:m life 11 • 
2 .5 

Even if the Confederates were able to steal a march 

Buckner believed, they ~rould b3 follo:.;ed and cut. to pie.:::-es. 

Forrest assured l3ucl:ner that l':is c2.vaL:y Hould be 

able to cover the ar.-ny 1 s retreat. General Floyd, hoi>eVET, 

sided ~-Ii th Buckner. The com.mnding general stated that their 

lJ 



force was so d%lor~lized as to cause him to az,ree '.-ri th General 

Puckner as to their !Jrobable loss in attempting to cut their 

way out. 

Forrest did not vie"t>T the tactical situation in the 

same lisht as Floyd and Buckner did. The cavalry:nan 

confidently announced he tt;.rould agree to cut • • • [h.ii] way 

through the enemy's lines at any point the general might 

designate, and ••• could keep back their cavalry. which 

General Buckner thought would greatly harass our infantry in 

retreat." 

Eit!:.er Floyd or Buckner replisd, "they (the enemy) 

would brinz thoi:r artiD.er-.;r to bear on us". 

left the 

At this re1::ark, the thoroughly dissusted ca~ralry::,:m 

26 roor.t. 

l{ith t'<·1e pr0posal for tre Confederate <>rr.y to cut 

its •,;;;:.:y out disposed of, Pillmr offer<~d a.nother subgc.stioYl. 

He stated: 

•.• we could hold o;.1r positio:1 
2-:nother dooy ar:d fiz:;ht the enemy f:::oa our 
trend::2::;; that 'bJ nighr. our stearrrcoats 
that .had tak=m off tho: prisoners a.-·1::1 our 

1"_,,,,.:1 0 ,-17 .,, -~-.-·-< A.;.,~ • t'.,-~ .... Ll>lv•...o..l1~._,:.:J:....f mc:.,. .. v .. vl.-<.-l·.J. r._. .... u ... n, G .......... 

durint; the next night \-78 could set our 
troops on_ the right bar:l-c of the river, 
and thA.t He could ffi3.ke o-ur escape b'J 

27 Clarksville, and thus save the army. 

General Buckner expressed strong opposition to 



----- ------- -----

Pillmr' s plan to hold the Fort Donelson -peri.rneter :for another 

24 hours.- The \vest Pointer observed. that his right was 

alreaqy turned, and a portion o:f the entrench~ents was_in the 

Yankees' possession. From the vantage point gained, Buckner 

believed, the foe would be able to launch a massive attack on 

his reorganized defense line and capture the Water Batteries. 

Buckner said that he was confident the Federals 11will attack 

my lines by light, and I cannot hold them for half an hour." 

General Pillo>-r, Hho was sitting next to Buckner a.."'"l.d 

iiTh"llediately fronting the fi.r'E:!place, interrupted, "~·Jh,y can't 

youi' 11 He then added, "I think you can hold your position; I 

think you can, sir.n 

Buck..'"l2r hotly retorted, "I knoH rv~ p......,s::_ tion; I ca:J 

only bring to bear against t~e enenzy- about 4, 000 men, vr!:lile 

h . tl-. . ..... .. ,1.··,•._·, -_-_. __ ,.,. • n 23 .e C::l.n oppose r.e :n "' any g::sen " 

To reinforce his statement concerning the condition 

of his command, ?uckner observed: 

Yon., gr~ntl::.;-r;::_::n, 1:nc,~J thr-.. t ycsterd. '"'.Y 
morr.G_n;; I con:Jidered ~!:.(:: S~;cvnd i(entucl~:y 
(H~n:s:)n 1 s) ReP5r:wnt P..S !:o~d a l'e;-;i~·-,,~nt :ls 

th:;it' condition ye;.rt.Gr>='-~y ~lft-,rr:::>on th:tt, 
v:}lc:-1 I lear1:stl t!1e Brlel·~r w-.d~3 i.rl ~heil" 
trenches ( Hhich Here to O'J.r extrer::e right 
and detached from th·~ others), befol"e I 
could ral~ and form them I had to take 
at least twenty men by the shoulder3 and 
pull them ipb line as s. nucleus for 
f'or"'"""{on· z';/ ...... ii~ ~ l,.,_i.. ..... 
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Continuing, Buckner rem3.rked that he understood the 

principal reason for the defense of Fort Donelson was to 

cover the-retreat of General Albert s. Johnston's ar~ from 

Bowling Green to Nashville. If Johnston had not yet reached 

Nashville, Buclmer observed, the Confederates should attempt 

to hold Donelson, "even at the risk of the destruction of our 

entire force, as the del~ even of a few hours might gain the 

safety of General Johnston's force". JO 

Floyd interrupted to announce, 11that General 

Johnston's army had already reached Nashville 11
• 

Buckner again pointed out 11it would be wrong to 

subject the arcy to virtual :rnassacre "t'lhen :no good could 

result from the sacrifice 11
• He then expressed the opinia::> 

resistance ;.;as unavailing, to obtain the best terms of 

. "'" 1 ... . 'bl t! 
31 cap:...,u. avJ . .'.1TI poSG~ 8 • ••• 

General Floyd agreed irr th I:'uckner on this point. 

Regarding General Buckner's st.!lternent as a 

rejection o:f his plan to hal·.:. t>,e Fort ronclso::. a.rea for 

another 24 r~Dl..U"'S, Pillo•·T sb1ted, "Gentlemen, if ue cannot cc.1t 

our '>-W.Y o1.::.t no.: fizht on th·:r3 is n:) alternat,ive l-eft us b_ct 

capitul:J.tion, <:l.nd I a.rn deterrrJ.ned that I \fill never surrender 

the command nor ... ..-ill I ever surrender rrzy-self a prisoner. I 

lG 



will die first. 11 32 

Floyd chimed in, "Nor will I; I can."lot and will not 

surrender, but I must confess personal reasons control me. rr 

General Buckner replied, 11But such considerations 

should not control a general's actions". 33 

Floyd acknowledged that personal considerations 

influenced his decision, "but nevertheless such was his 

deterl7'.ination". 34 

General Pillow spoke up, informing the officers 

that "he thought there were no bvo persons in the ConfederaC"J 

whom the Yankees l·muld prefer to capture than hi:r.3elf and 

G-eneral Floyd" Pill:'l~·r then asb:~d Floyd's opinion a::; to thtc~ 

propriety of his accompanzting him. 

To this inqu~J. Floyd replied, 11 that it was a 

The Kentuckian remarlced hc:J "could only rep]y as General Floyd 

had done, th:tt it H<>.s a q!..testion for each officer to deci::b 

for himself, a!ld t:lat in ••• }.hi§./ o~..r11 case ••• lb.;} regcu:cL:d 

it as to 

the.;.,.. f t h ·~ ,_·t "'~_·;,~.---t bP.. 11 3.5 ......_ a e, H .a ,_,ever '''"-;:_. _ 

-:·mile this discussion was taking place, Colonel 

Forrest re-entered the room. The fiery colonel inquired 11i.f 
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they were going to su.rrender the co:nmand". Buckner announced 

that they uere. 

-Tl"'lis was more than the cavaJrt.r-nan could stomach. 

He remarked that he had not come to the fort for the purpose 

o:f surrendering his command, and he 1-rould not do so if his 

men would :follo:-1 him tr..rough the investing lines. Forrest 

stated he "intended to go out if ••• lhJ saved but one rnan11 • :36 

Overhearing the conversation between Buckner and 

the colonel, Floyd announced nhe would take his chances with 

Forrest 11 • 

Addressing Buckns:c, Floyd asked him "if he Hould 

37 

Buekne:::- replied in the affirrn.ative, 11 re'!11arkinz th:1t 

a capitulat:.cm -:-r:luld be c.s bitter to ••• [.7;:.ii] as it could o~ 

to any one, but ••• L'hiJ regarded it as a necessity of OU1:' 

position, ar.d ••• [tc] c0u.l.d not reconcile it u:~.t.h •• , f_hi:] 

sense of duty to separate ••• lhiij fortunes .frorn those of 

L-h. -' ' dll 38 • • • lfiJ co.tnnan • 

11Yes, prov:Ldecl you do ~o befor-e the enet'i)r act upon 

my communication11
, Buckner remarked. 

18 



Floyd, facing Pillow, stated, "General Pillot<t, I 

turn over _,r.r;r comr.1and. 11 

Pillow exclaimed, 11 I pass it. 11 

General Buckner said, "I assume it; bring on a 

bugler, pen, in..k.:, and paper." The general then sat dmm at 

the table and began to draft a message, addressed to General 

Grant. 39 

As Buclmer sat do"'.m at the table, Forrest turned to 

General PilloH" and asked tvhat he should doo Pillm-r replied, 

"Cut your i·my out." '?he caval:r·jnnan 1;heeled about and strode 

out of the rom;!, preparatory to m.aking arranc;ements for his 

brigade's esca~JB. 

I~~~iate~y following Forrest's departure, Pillow 

asked, 11Gentlemen, is there anything wrong with rzy leaving?tt 

Floyd re:r-lied, nEvery man r:.ust judge for himself of 

that." 

Pillo~-r answered, "Then I shall leave this place. 11 

At that, General Pillm·r left the room. 41 

Encountering Pillow in the passage, Colonel mtrch 

( T'ne colonel had al3o left the room.) asked the general, Hi.f 

there was any possibility of a misunderstanding as to his 

position". 

Pilla:.; renL'U'ked that he thought not. 

19 



1e 
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Burch, hm-Iever, believed it :.rould be wise if the 

general again discussed the situation Hith Floyd and Buckner. 

Pillm-r then re-entered the room. 
42 

Talcing· a seat between 

the tuo generals, Pillow said, "Gentlemen, in order that we 

may understand each other, let me state what is my position; 

I differ with you as to the cost of cutting our w~ out, but 

if it were ascertained that it would cost three-fourths of 

the conunand, I agree that it would be -.;-~rong to sacrifice theG'! 

for the remaining .fourth." 

Generals Floyd and Buckner replied, 111•le understand 

43 
you, general, and you understand us." 

Floyd, Pillo"l, and the b. t ter officer 1 s staff n.:;;: 

lr~)ft ths roo~. J\..s he was walking out, E"!jor Haynes asked 

Buckner 11 if Pilloo:-r 1 s order ta destroy the co!mnissary stores 

sh~uld be carried outn. 

the order. 11 Buckner now returned to his headquarters, Hhich 

were 1 t d . th .,.... ,. t 1 44 oca e J..n • <:: :..;over rio· e_. 

blazed brightly all around us. and looked cheerful enough as 

we stamped our feet in the snow. We expected orders to cut 
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our way tb.rough them, but instead He were ordered back to the 

f t tl 45 or •••• 

}1ost of the units received orders to return to the 

rlfle pits. Colonel Brok~'s brigade retraced its steps and 

by daybreak reoccupied the fortifications ~vest of Indian 

Creek. 
4

6 Not all of the heavy artillerists or the_: troops of 

Colonel Head's brigade returned to Fort Donelson as ordered. 

A."llong the individuals, who declined to return to t!"le fort, 

and escaped before the surrender vJere Colonel Head and 

47 Captain Bid~-Tell. 

In thair e~gerness to escape froTI the area, the 

gene:::als apparently i"orgot a11 acout Ge.c:::ro.l Johns0n 1 s 

corn~::2.rd. ,Johnson first be.san to susp~ct tt:at SO::JS>t.hin:= :-ra::; 

afoot Hhen Floyd's Virginia regiments moved off toward the 

ir:::_:->::rtient. 
,Johnson sent an aicie to headqu2.rters 

Hi th the iY-"..formation that his corn,-:r:aL;d Has formed and read,y to 

move. The staff officGr soon r~~turned vrith a not": fro1~ 

General Buckner. Glancing at t:v~ r;,essag8, Johnson found th:1t 

Buckner was n.::n-r in cotJ.:r:.and of garrison. 

Buckner directed Jo:b.nson to hold his div.::.sion "lh~re it ~·;as, 

pending the receipt of additional instructions. Short~ 

thereafter, one of Buckner's couriers rode U? and told 
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Johnson that the general was looking for him. Johnson 

accordingzy p;oceeded to the Dover Hotel. Here, Johnson 

first learned of the decision to suxTcmder. At th:.s time, 

General Buckner was absent, having gone to search for Johnson. 

One of the staff officers therefore direc~ed John~)n to 

establish contact with the Union outposts and request them 

nat to fire on his troops when they returned to their camps. 

.. 48 Johnson then retraced his stepv. 

:·lithin a fevl minutes of his return, one of Buckner' 5 

aides rode up and handed Johnson a message signed 1:zy" the 

n::;tification that the cor1:n,.,nd of the troops holdin::; the Fort 

order of General Floyd". Buckner also inforned Jo:mson that 

he had 11 ser.t a flag to Gensro.l Gral't c-c"?:i durir.g th2 

correspondence and until further ordersn, the Cor<..federates 

would refrain from making arry hostile demonstration. To keep 

Johnson to send a flag of truce party throu:;h his lines. 

This party H-:::;u.ld ini'ol'm. the Y;:J:d-:ees, 1·Th'J ~..:ere hoL~ir..g th~ 

right flank of the irvest~,1ent Jin2s, that Duckner was 

endeavoring to establish contact with General Grant. In 

addition, the truce party 1-;ould make inquiries rPgarding th:: 



·----·--·--------------

location of Grant's headquarters. 49 

Aft,er directing Eajor W. E. Rogers and another 
---

officer to get in touch with the Federals, Johnson issued 

instructions dismissing his brigade co~~anders. inree of 

Johnson 1 s brigade (Baldt.,in 1 s, Drake 1 s, and Simonton 1 s) were 

quick]y put in motion. By daY.m, these three units had 

reoccu~ied their former positions. 50 Colonel Hein~n~s 

brigade, however, did not return to the front. Instead, 

Heiman's troops milled around in the Dover area. 51 

Ha·:ing determined to save his mounted brigade, if 

possible, Forrest returned to his encampt~ent. Ti13 field a•::i 

qu'll' te:-s. /1.;: soon c.s th~? officer~; h;:icl asser::bled, Forrest 

tersely expla:i.r>~ the tactical situation. He in~'orm.ed ' . 0-lS 

Furthermor·3, tb) colonel declared "c..hat 11 he ~-rould lead for:t.l1 

all who desired to accompany him''. Next, Forrest inquired 

as to the nuster 'rTho ;.Iishcd to h.-:tzerd the at tempt. 

was uncuilinous. . .:"lf ter directjng t::-:e officers to arouse th2ir 

Gantt of the 9th Tc':h'1essee CavalrJ Battalion Has not ;;ras~:;t 

at the meeting, Forrest sent Hajor David C. Kelley to 

acquaint him 1-d. th the situation. 52 
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Hi thin a few moments, the cavalry enca1~pment was 

alive >-rith..-,activity. After the tnen had packed their gear,. 

they were formed and mustered. By 4 a.m., the officers of 

the 3d Ter~essee reported that their troopers were reaqy to 

march. Forrest, hmvever, llaS troubled when he failed to hear 

aeythir.g from Colonel Gantt. Hajor Kelley >vas again sent to 

see what had happened to Gantt's battalion. ;·Jhen the major 

returned vri th the information that he had been unable to 

locate Gantt, Forrest passed the word for the cavah·ymen to 

move out. Rid5.ng out of the ravine where the camp l·Tas 

located, the head of th0 colur-.n turned into the Charlotte 

road. 

was accompanied by Captain S. B. :>Jillia..':\3 1 company of th<~ lst 

oth8r companies of the 1st Kentucky Cavalry ';·rhich were 

attached to Forrest's brigade refused to try to escape. All 

told, about 500 caval...-yraen fCJ1lo'ired Forrest 2.s he headed 

eashvard av.;ay from DJ·,rer. A~proxL.-n2.tely 200 stragc,lers fron 

A lieu tenant a..YJ.d thre3 tr.en J:b.d been sent ahead to 

see if the w~ were clear. Before the head of the column h3d 

proceeded verJ far:, these scouts l~eturned. Hith evil tidings. 
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They told Forrest that a strong Union force had blocked the 

road. l<'orres~ determined to see if the men were telling the --
truth. He therefore called for volunteers. Hhen no one 

responded. he turned over the command to !-!ajar Kelley. Next, 

Forrest told Kelley that he vmuld personally reconnoiter the 

line of march. If he were killed, Forrest continued, Kelley 

"would do the best he could, but must, ill~ rl!eanwhile, 

advance along the road upon 1.-lhich they had· set out. 11 After 

being joined b,y his brother, Lieutenant Jeffrey Forrest, the 

colonel headed up the road. 

Reaching the area ·where his patrol had reported 

th8.t they had sean the bluseoats, the Forrest brothers rein~d 

in their h8rs'3s. Th8y >-rerry 1.2::13.ble to ::;ee or hear anything 

which rdght indicate the presence of a Union roadblock. 

"the sup~sed. Fedo::r-al bs:i:.tle ~-rrray vas sr;,c:;edily resolved into 

a line of fencing, formidab~ staked with short rails into 

sor:-,ewhat the resemolance of a line of in.far-;-~x-.r in the din 

light and gJ;ay atrr::Jsphe:ce of t.hat early hourn. Subsequently, 

also been _G.istaken by t.he ::;cm~ts, uhose report h2.d car::'ied so 

much wei~1t in producing the decision to surrender. ~ 

After having made this discovery. Colonel Forrest 
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and his brother wheeled their horses to the right and rode up 

onto Dudley's Hill. Reaching the scene of the previous 

morning's combat, the two Confederate officers came upon a 

number of camp fires. Clustered around the fires were a 

nun1ber of wounded Union soldiers. In answer to the officers' 

inquiries, the bluecoats stated that the on~ men they had 

seen during the night were scouts. Convinced that the 

Charlotte road was still open, Forrest and his brother 

rejoined the column. In view of ~rhat he had learned, the 

colonel felt it was his duty to rel~ this inforreation to 

General Bucknar. nut, up.:>n reflectirJg on the situation, the 

colonel decided it was too late; he knew that steps ~~d 

t::"" already been taken to surl~e:nder the arl~U'. _,:;> 

Short~ thereafter, Forrest's vanguard reached 

s"~i thIs Ford. At this po~_nt.' L:i_ck Cree!<:, enlarged b-J the 

bach.-water from the Cumberland, was about 100 yards across. A 

thin sheet of ice covered the creek near the bank. The 

called :for a volunteer to test the depth of t~e fc·rd. As no 

one came .forward, the colonel rode his horse into the icy 

stream. Crossing the creek. Forrest found that the water was 

"about saddle-skirt deep". The rest of the comm.and quick:cy-

follmved tbe route pionsel~ed by the colonel.. As soon as the 
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last o£ his troopers had reached the right bank of Lick Creek, 

Forrest ordered the march resumed. Leaving the Charlotte 

road, the colurr~ filed into the road leading to the Cumberland 

Iron ~·forks. Hajor Kelley r,vi th one compacy was detached and 

left to guard the junction. Kelley was to engage the Union 

cavalr,y in case it sought to follow Forrest. At d~break, 

Kell~'s combat patrol rejoined Forrest, since no Yankees had 

appeared. 

With scouts and flankers thrown out, Forrest's 

command wnved at a deliberate pace as it withdrew. To keep 

from freezing, the troopers were forced to dismount and walk 

at frequent interva.ls. I·lightfall on the 16th .found Forrt:st' s 

colwr .... "l can:ped 20 r.ri.les from the scene of the disaster. l·:ot a 

single armed Yankee had been seen curing the course of the 

retreat. On the 17th, the ll'..arch 't·Tas resumed. At 10 a. m. on 

5,...,. the .follovring day, Forrest 1 s troopsr.s :r·each:~d H::tshville. r 

It had been Floyd's original intention .to accomp~ 

Forrest on his dash through the Union lines. 58 But, c.; hen 

Buckner had given him p3rrr.~:iss::..o:1 to !.-ithdra:;.; his corr..ro:a1:d, 

to. cut his '"&:J.,.. through th2: in~.resting lines. The eeno:"'~tl sent 

members of his staff to tell Colonels John }!cCausland and 

Gabriel C. Hharton, and Hajor ~villiam N. Brown, o.f the 
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decision to capitulate. Besides telling these of.ficers that 

Floyd would not surrender, the aides informed them of the . ' 
general's determination to fight his Hay out of the Fort 

Donelson trap. Earlier (in accordance With General Johnson's 

instructions), HcCausland, Wharton, and Brown had pulled their 

troops out of the rifle pits. Moving to the Charlotte,road, 

the officers started to deploy their troops on the ground 

where Pillow had marshaled his attacking column 24 hours 

before. 59 

:Vhile his troops viere taking position astride the 

Ch.::trlotte road, Floyd learned that tHo steamboats ~.;ere 

sch~'..tlc:;d to l'2GCh ]J.over beZore daylight. This infor:r.~tio:n 

caused F'lo;rd t.o change his plans. fiG determined that, in 

vie'tv of the reportedly all but impassable coridi tion of the 

ford, he Hould use the boats to ferry as rnaey troops as 

possible a.::!ross the river. Havi nz m:-,cle this ceeision, I<, loyd 

sent an officer to acquaint HcCausland, Wharton, and Brown 

1-ri th the chanee in plans. Th~~se officers were directed to 

march their troop3 11 to the ste::u:r'<eoa t-l«nding, to e:nba:rk on 

60 

f,t the landing, 1-Iaj::::r D:co:m, not having a clear 

picture of what Has exp·3cted of his cornmand (the 20th 

Mississippi), obtained an interview with General Floyd. The 
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general told the major 11 that He w"Ould embark according to the 

ran.'-< of Lthfd commanding officers". In that case, NcCausland 1 s 

and :·rnarton 1 s brigades would precede Brmm' s regiment when 

they went aboard the transports. Floyd also ordered Bro1m to 

put "a strong guard around the steamboat landing. to prohibit 

stragglers from going aboard". Upon the receipt of these 

instructions, Brown stationed his Y~ssissippians in a semicircle. 

around the wharf. 61 

It was almost daybreak before the hro an.."'<iously 

awaited steamboats tied up at Dover. The transport General 

Anderson, t!1e l:> .. rger of the two. had "on board about !tOO r<M 

troops 1
'. Flo.;;d i.:;:.'":lediate}y corru,:andeered the boats and 

ordered the be;.rildi::Jred recruits ashore. Ha1~dly >-;c;re the 

vessels emptied before HcCausland's Virginians clambered 

'"ere C.isembar~ed o:n the opposite side. After all the soldiers 

had gone ashore, the transports recrossed the ~~erland, 

prepa.ratory to picking up another load. As soon as the boats 

touche·i the bw~'..c, ~·lh:u-ton' s troops thronged aboard. 

tlv3 11e1;s of 

spread like :.;ildfire through the Confeder3.te c,s .. :::ps. EQjor 

Drown recalled that r11any of the sold:i.ers flocked 11 to the 

river, aL":'!ost ·panic-stricken and frantic, to make good their 
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escape by getting aboard" one of the boats. 62 

Captain John H. Guy of the Goochbnd Light 

Artillery described the hurried evacuation:-

\fe ,arose from our quiet place of 
repose Lin the \~'s Ferry road sectorl 
and packed our knapsacks. Upon looking 
around we failed to see a:rry of our troops. 
The works had been abandoned. The 
conditiQn of affairs 1vas not conprehended 
by us Lthfl personnel of the Goochland 
Artiller;d. We, however, proceeded to 
the wharf • • • which \vas nearly two miles 
distant. The strange situation of our 
troops w·as discussed. Upon our arrival 
at the 1-rharf we .found assembled a large 
nu::::ber- of our soldiers. many of' vlhom 'f·lere 
Trl'-lCh exct tc(l. I then. sar.:r a sto.::1.1?18l .. of 
consid9r:a~)le_d.ir.:ension3 .:Lrn:.:di::6 so2·~~~ of 
our t:rc>CJps_l"'i~cCausland 1 J.i/ on ••• jthe 
right ban}j. I Ha;3 igr.vro..n 1:. of the cause 
of th~; I")S'CUli.:--:t.r })r'JGf~E':(li:::·;..,:-;3 ~-;oinz 02:1 at 
the ti:.:3. I did :C·)t un<l?rs tard thPm; but 
ve17 su:J::l _I ful1y Cv:·1lJl'::::h:mded th") true 
C·Jr-~:ii tion oJ a.ffa-! ··"'G ~r:d L~ravit~yr of t-~-.~ 
slt~~·':1.::.~_f)n, espe~iJ .. l.ly ~,r.he~-: I ::>='-~·T ... ;,;!rioJ.s 
1cir:cls o~~- ~)~':"ovisiori:.] ar:d r·.:_in.it:Lc·r!:"J of r..-r::::...l"' 

being thro;;m into th-3 river, ar;d. I 
determined not to be captured, if there 
was arw possible means of' escape. The 
ste"lmer G2n·3ral f..:r:clA.rs.9..D. Has just 
ret,J.r:~j_I~.:~ fo: nnot:~er lo ;:.d of solJ.ier~s) 
a:--~d lCJ :J.n\:r hop:~ of: ese::~p~.: '!·ras Gll tl1>:J 
steamer. I an.x-iotlsly 2..\.raited its return, 
bu.:t., :L~·:.>:edd. C>_:~· cc·:..r-5.~1~ !'·.::.~dt .. rl-.. e 11 ZL:-:: I 
ex:pect~·'i, it st0ppe.i about. 100 y~E·ds 
abova ~~11·:-::ra I t·ras .stal1dinz. Sev::ral 
thousand soldiers had !".!..)lv congre;;ated at 
the ~rharf, and the possibility of rrry . 
escape seemed ver,r improbable. To force 
It\Y way through this immense body o:f men 
t-vas jr.possible. This wns a predicament, 
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inr~eed, del~ was dangerous. I at once 
resolved, if possible, to get on board of 
that steamer. The only chance was for me 
to wade the surging Cumberland river for 
so :me distance. \fuether justifiable or 
not, I had a horrid conception of a 
prison pen. I proceeded to make my w~ 
in the direction of the steamer, keeping 
as near as possible to the bank of the 
river, though up to ~ waist in mud and 
water, and coming in contact with melting 
snow and ice most of the time. After no 
little perseverance I succeeded in 
accomplishing rqy object, though before 
reaching the steamer I i·Tas nearly over nw 
shoulders in the water, very cold, and 
much exhausted. On board of the steamer 
there happened to be a barrel of whiskey, 
~•hich had been bayoneted by soldiers. I 
needed a stimu.lant, and at once procured 
so:r.:e in a tin cup and dralli;: it, then took 
a position~ b~;r th.:~ er1gin8 and \·:al'"'z;1e1i and 
dried rvself as thorough~ as possible •. 

The members of r:ry battery also C-':l.me 
off on this stea:.1er, on;::: of ·.-~hom, Priv;::.te 
Perkins, Has pulled out of the water inb 
the steamer by a colored man. 

Th;~ cc·rrr.~otion :r•;·mg our sold''-·ers at 
this tine Ha3 ver;:/ brea t, r.t::u-.y o~ them 
were frantic >vith excitement. and 
attempted to get on board of the steamer, 
though fa;i.led to accomplish their 
object. bJ 

T'nis ch~otlc scene caused 1-:ajor Brmm to worry lest 

the boats depart '..r'..L.thout his cor:::cnand. At this ti.;;.:;:, t::-H~re 

~.;ere about 200 officsrs and men milling around in the space 

between his regiment and General Anderson. Finally, E'rmm 
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decided to send his adjutant to inform Floyd that the 

Mississipj2ians were ready to e:nbark. Boarding the transport, . 

the adjutant spotted FlcJ~ standing on the deck of the 

steamer with drawn saber, shouting, 11 Come on rcy brave 

Virginia boys." Unable to get a satisfactory answer from the 

general, the adjutant rejoined Brown. Simultaneous~, Brown 

received a report that Floyd and his aides were struggling to 

. 64 
keep the stragglers from board~ng General Anderson. 

From his vantage point on the shore, it seemed to 

Major Bro>m that there was room enough on the boat for his 

soldiers. I.f Floyd wanted the straggl8rs cleared out of th3 

'.·my, Brmm kne'!l his Hississippians ncould have cleared the 

General Buckner sent for }lajor Brmm. The general informed 

i~~:cdiately he li8'.J.1<l have a bom'o-shell thrown into it 11
• On::5 

of Buckner's staff carried a sL>nilar message to General I<.,loyd.. 

In justi.:fication of this extre:"'le courae of act:.:::m, "E'Jc\c'.er 

point•3d out that "we ~-rere in dancer of being shelled b-J the 

the gunboats ~.;e:·e or might b3 at the fort 11
• Furthermore, L--.e 

general stated that both his and the Confederac.y 1 s honor 



rec;uired tlnt, under the terms o:f the capitulation he had 

signed Hith General Grant, everything.under his command 

6 should be turned over to the Federals. 5 

Upon being dismissed, Brmm rejoined his regiment, 

intent on ~~ing one final effort to get his troops aboard 

the transport. The major, however, was too late. h'hen 

Buckner's aide told Floyd that the transport -..rould have to 

leave, near panic ensued. The stragglers, who were milling 

around on the shore, made a wild rush for the boat. Seeing 

this, the captain informed Floyd that the boat >-rould be 

Sl-laJ.nped unless he shoved o!:f i..r:JmediJ.t-ely. Just as the sun 

started to ris0 over t hw 
lo.•..J 

<n·ra:r fr;:-.:: the >-rhar.f. _n,.s they w·atc}oed the b·ro tra::cports 

start upstrea..'ll, the I'Iississippians bitterl,y observed that r:)t 

least inti.i"llidation, but full of regret". 66 

In the ~-rake of" the decision to C:lpitulate, General 

GiJxlET to join his staff, sir.ce it had r,ot Luen includc:J in 

the surrender. The colonel readily acceded to the general's 

proposal. 67 
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Shortly' after the arrival of the transports, !'fa.jor 
...-

Rice hailed Pill0>-7. He informed the general that he had 

procured a small flatboat (four feet wide qy l2 feet long) 

£rom the opposite side o~ the river. Rice then ferried the 

general and his staff across the Cumberland. The officers 

waited on the right bank of the river until the transports 

shuttled McCausland's brigade across. Along with the troops 

came the horses belonging to Pillow and his staff. Securing 

their mounts, the officers started for Clarksville. 

McCausland 1 s infa:nt:ry, ho;.rever, was forced to hike to the 

same dastim.C.ion over ice- and snow-covered roads. 68 

Pillm-r reached Clarksville during the late 

afternoon. Here, PilloH rejoined General Floyd aboard 

tied up at Clarksville several hours earlier. Taking the 

troops with them, th~ hm generals proceeded to 1-iashville. 

iihere they a:':C .!.ved at 7 a. :rc. on the 17th. As the f.\•iO 

ceheld a disgusting speciacle., General Floyd re;,orted: 

The rabble on the i-Tharf were in 
possession of boats loaded \V'i th 
Govern~ent bacon, and were pitching it 
fro.n ~-hese ooats to the shore, and 



(o.s 

carrying Hhat did not fall into the water 
bJ har.d and carts m•ay to various places 
in the city. The persons engaged in this 
reprehensible conduct avowed that the 

..-neat had 'Qeen given thern by the city 
council. o9 . 
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UNCONDITIONAL SURREHI8R 

Chapter II 

The Federals March In 

On the Union l~t, Smith's troops spent a disagreeable 

night. The Union otf1cere knew that the)" had captured a key 

position with their late atternoon attack. '!hey accordingly 

warned their troops to be on the lookout for a Confederate 

counterattack. 'lhe soldlere ot Colonel Jacob G. LaW11&D• s brigade 

and the 12th nlinois ot Colonel John McArthur• s comma.Dd which 

were stationed on the extre• left remained under arms througho11t 

the long, cold night. 1 

Colo:nel. John Cook's brigade, which was posted on Laaan•s 

right, was peral.tted to get some rest. Cook's troops, however, 

were arowsed at an early hour. A.f'ter his soldiers had eaten a 

"scantT breaktast", Cook was called to General &ti th' s headquarters. 

Cook was directed by Sni th to have two of his regiments relt eve 

LaWIIln' s men 1n the rUle pits nanking the Eddyville road. Tiro 

·11&0111 of Cook's regiments would be ~sed to stlpport the "bio 1n the 

r!fie pits. His fifth mglment would be held in reserYe. Since 

the 7th Illinois had aertousl7 depleted its supply ot aJIIIlu.nition 

(which the ordDance depart.-nt had been unable to replenish), 
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Cook detel'll1ned to hold that unit in reael'Te. Aboa.t this time, 

88Yeral ordnaDce wagons reached the 1"ront. Betore eending his men 

into 'the treDChea, Cook decided- to let thea ~etUl their cartridge• 

·boxes. 2 -'" . · • · 

In the meantime, dawn had started to break. Sa.ddenl.y, the 

attention of Laaman•s dog-tired soldiers vas drawn, by the notu 

.t.roa a bugle, to the Rebel rUle pits on the opposite slde ot the 

hollow. 11118 sound called the Yankees' attention to a white nag 
which the Coif ederates were displaying. Atter ordering his men not 

to !"ire, Lauman sent Lieo.tenant Colonel James c. Parrott ot the 7th 

Iowa to see what the Rebels wanted. Within a few minutes, Parrott 

returned and told Lauman that a Contederate officer, Major Georae. 

B. Cosby, wanted to see him. Lauman hastened to the spot, and 

received rraa Cosby a letter !"rom General Ba.ckner addressed to 

Brigadier General Ul~saea B. Grant._ _Informed that this meaeage 

contained a proposal. tor the sl11T8nder or Fort Donelson Confederates, 

Lauun quick:lr rel&)"ed it to General &11th • s headquarters. Smi.th, 

1n turn, carried Buckner• s letter to Grant. 3 

Walldng into Grant's headquarters at Mrs. Crisp's house, 

Sd.th handed Buckner's ca.unication to the coa&anding general. 

1be ll8ssage dratted b7 Buckner reads 
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Sirs In consideration ot all the 
c1rcuaat&Dcea gonrning the preeent situation ot 
&Ua1rs at th!JI station I propoee to the cODIIII&nd!.Dg 
ot.ticere o.t the Federal forces the appointaent ot 
-c~ssicmers to agree upon tel'lll!S o.t capitulation 
ot the forces and post under rq c~d, and 1n 
that n~ suggest an a1"111st1ce untU 12 o'clock 
~~,.. . 

Grant tm.d1atel.7 replied, acknovledgf.Dg the receipt ot 

Buclmer•s letter, and curtl.T adding, "No tel'IU except uncond1t10aal 

and isladiate surrender can be accepted. I propose to move 

,._d1atel7 upon your works." S 

At the time that Grant's answer reached Buckner~ onl7 a 

small proportion ot the garrison had returned to the rifle pits. 

Furthermore, a number ot the artillerists had spiked their guns 

when they had marched into Dover. 'lbe gunners assigned to the 

water Batteries had not had time to return to their pieces. The 

suppl7 ot aDBunition ava1l.able to the garrison also was getting 

short. Worse, Buckner believed that he detected signs that a 

nwaber ot tile Conf'ederate units were beginn1ng to fall apart and 

were becOll.ing badl7 disorganized. For the better part of the past 

tour da7s, the garrison "had been almost constantl7 under tire•. 

To make matters 110re disagreeable, the weather had turned bitterl:r 

cold on the evening ot the 12th. Thus, .from Thursday night untU 

Sa.nday 110m1Dg, Buckner reported, the troops nhad suffered lntenael.T 
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1n a heftT snow-atom and .t'rom intense cold, almost without shelter, 

with 1nsutf1c1ent .tood, and almost without sleep". 'lhis condit1Cil 

had led, 1n Buclmar•a opinion, to a weakening ~.the will to tight. 6 
~ -,:.;;. ·- . 
.lt this time-~ reports troa the front indicated that Smith's 

division was massed .t'or an assault on the northwestern sector ot 
I 

the perimeter. . To· oppose this massive attack, Colonel BroWn had 

less than 1,000 men in position. With the exception ot the 

Charlotte road, every road leading into the Fort Donelson pert.ter 

waa blocked b7 the Federals. After having weighed these conditions, 

Buctr.r decided that the onl7 &1. ternative lett open to him was to 

accept; Grant• s terms. 1 Buckner drafted his reply: 

The distribution ot the. forces under rq 
c0llll8lld incident to an unexpected change ot 
co.anders and the overwhel.Jaing force under 
70ur cCIIIIIl8lld caapel me, notwithstanding the 
brilliant success of the Confederate arms 
yesterday, to accept the ungenerous ang 
unch1valrou~terms-which you- propose. 

When Buclmer' s message reached his headquarters, Grant had 

his adjutant, Captain John A. Rawlins, drav up several orders 

calculated to insure an orderly- and speed7 disamaaent or the 

CoDtederates. General c. F. Sadtb•s division vas to occupy the 

portion o.t' the periJDiter west ot Indian Creek, including Fort 

Donelson; Brigadier General John A. McClernand• s division was to 

ga.rr:t.acm tbe area east- ot -rndian Creek. 'In selecting their caapt~, 



the two division commanders would be governed b;r two crl teria -

security and comtort. Brigadier General Lewis WaJ.laoe•s division · 

was to return to Fort HeJU7. Grant wanted the f'orts on the Tenneaeee 

held in force. 9 

All the public property f'alling into the Union hands vaa to 

be turned over to Captain Algernon s. Baxter of' the quartermaster 

corps. McClemand and Smith would each detaU 100 men f'rom their 

CODIIIIUlda to assist Baxter. Pillaging and the appropriating of' pabl.tc 

property f'or private use was strictly forbidden. Grant called upon 

his of'ficers to see that this order was strictly enforced. 10 

The Confederate prisoners were to be disarmed as rapidl;r as 

possible and collected in caaps near the Dover landing. Unless 

General B\lCkner objected, the of'ticers were to remain wi tb their 
I 

units. Before being transferred to Cairo, each Rebel would be issued 

two days• rations. Prisoners were to be allowed to retain their 

clothing, blankets, and &ZlT o£ their private possessions which the7. 

carried on their persona. 1be cODZIIIissioned officers would be 

pera!.tted to retain their aide arms. ll 

As soon as Buckner's c011munication acceding to Grant• s terms 

had passed through the lines, the Confederate soldiers began to 

displ.q vh1 te nags along the works. the DeW8 or the ~render 

reached the .tort and the Water Batteries a rev minutes af'ter i:Qe 
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troops had re-turzJed to their positions. One of Buckner's aides 

gall.oped up and told Colonel James E. BaUe7, who had taken charge 

. ot the briga~ at'te-r Colonel Head's departure, to raiee the white .· ..,.:. .. 
fiag. Curses both long and loud followed the receipt or this order. 

Since nobodT anticipated a surrender, there was no white nag 

an.Uable. FinallY', Ordnance Sergeant R. L. Cobb or the 50th 

1\nmessee procared a white sheet, which waa run up. 12 

Since his brigade had spearheaded the aseaul t on the 

Confederate rine pits covering the Eddyv'Ule road, Colonel LauDI&Ii 

asked General Saith to let his troops have the honor of entering 

the works tint. &lith agreed to Lauan• s request, specifying 

that the 2d Iowa have the post of honor when the column marched. 

Arter receiving Smith's approval to hie proposal, Lauman quicklY' 

put his cOJmaand into motion. With drwas beating and colors 

fiapping in the breese, Lauman• s brigade proucfi.y moved off. The 

Eddyvllls road se~d .as the line d march,. Entering the 

perimeter, the bluecoats saw the Confederates "drawn up in line, 

with their arms in great heaps". Colonel Lauman. thought the 

greyclacla looked "quite woe-begone" as the victors swung rapidl.T 

aloDg. When the 2d Iowa reached the fort, they planted their 

"colors upon the battlements beside the white of the enem.r". 

Arter all ot his MD had entered the fort, LaWIIIID perm! tted thea 
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to cup. LaUUD would be in charge or the tort; his brigade would 

CODatiate its garrison. 13 

General. &llith 1s other two brigades, Cook's and McArthur's, 

followed Laoman's soldiers as they- passed through the works. ibese 

two units bivouacked on the ridges and in the hollows west ot 

Indian Creek. Details trom Cook• s and McArthur's commands were 

assigned the task or guarding the prisoners and captured p11blic 

property. U 

WhUe the comamications were passing back and f'orth betMeen 

the opposing ccaaanders, Union officers 'On the right were preparing 

to renew the attack. Lew Wallace had his soldiers unde:ro arms at 

an early ho11r. Preparator;r to assaal.ting the Rebel ritle pita 

covering the Wynn's Ferrr road, General Wallace sent one or his 

start of't1cers, Lieutenant Addison Ware, to see Colonel John M. 

thayer. Riding over to 1hayer' s coDID8nd post, Ware directed the 

brigade cannandar to shitt his Wlit to the right. After the 

regimental coDII!JAnders had tor:ned and mustered theb• men, Thayer 

ordered the march to begin.. Battery A, 1st nltnois Light 

ArtUle17 accompanied the brigade as it moved eastward. To 

ccmceal its march trom the Confederates, 'lhay-er's colamn moved 

down into Buttord Hollow. Gtlided by Lieutenant Ware, 'lb.ayer 

tumed the bead of his colwm into the Forge road. Ascending 
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Aadl.e.r•s Hlll, 1b&7er•a soldiers moved into position on the right 

ot Colo1181. Charles Crutt1 s brigade. 'lhe gtU111ers of Battery A 

UDlf.lllbered their six pieces on tne crest ot the ridge. lS 
~ 

Whlle 'lhayer':s troops were deploying on his right, General 

Wallace haci his other two brigade commanders, Colonels Charles 

Craft and Morgan t.. Smith, form their troops along the Wynn•a Fer17 

road ridge. It vas Wallace's intentf.cn to launch a massive assault 

on the lett fianlc ot the Fort Donelson perimeter "about breaktut 

t!men. Since his troops were being concentrated within range ot 

the Rebel earthworks, Wallace was su.rprised when the Southerners 

failed to open fire. It appeared to the general that perhaps the 

Confederates• will to fight had been sapped. 16 

General McClernand also had aroused h.is troops before 

daybreak. In accordance with the instructions which he had received 

trOll Grant on the-previous evening, McClernand alerted his three 

brigade COIIIIII&ndera to be ready' to &pport Smith's and Wallace's 

attacks. 17 

Havi.Dg cOIIIpla ted his disposi tiona, General Wallace eagerl.T 

awaited an order lroa Grant which wollld send his men rushing 

.toward ~he butternuts• entrenchments. The absence or &f13' 

oppo.sition ca~d some of Wallace's soldiers to speculate on the 

posaibUitT that the Soathernera had laid down their arms. 1he 
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sight ot tbe Confederate flag fiying over the fort, faintly visible 

"in the dawn's early light", served to squelch these rumors. 18 

Suddenly, one of Wallace' a aides exclaimed, "'!here -

wbat•s that?" 

"Where?", asked another. 

~~- •There - coming over the breastworkn, replied the t irst 

officer. 

Glancing toward the ri!le pits, wauace observed that two 

Confederates had ridden through a gap in the fort1t1cat1ons. One 

ot them carried a white nag attlxed to a pole like a lance. 

Fearful lest the greyclads utllize the nag of truce to reconnoiter 

his position, Wallace shouted for Captain Frederick Knefie r to find 

out what the Rebels wanted. Ptltting the spurs to his horse, Knener 

galloped forward and stopped the Southerners before they reached 

Wallace's picket line. Arter a few words with theJil, Knener tumed 

his horse around. Rejoining Wallace, the start officer reportedt 

The bearer of the nag ls Major lJ. E ;/ 
Rogers, ot Mississippi. He brings a request 
froa General. Buckner that you retrain froa 
flll"ther hostUi ties as he and General Grant 
have been 1n correapondence about a surrender, 
and the;r have reached an understanding. The 
major has a dispatch for Grant w~ch he wants 
permission to deliver in person. ~ 

Wal.lace considered this "great news indeed -news to just1ty 
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a d1spl.a1' ot excitement". The gene·ral., however, did not consider 

Major Rogers• statement entirelY" satisfactory. He detem!.ned to 

ask the two officers some add1 tlonal q11esttons. Following a rather 
. .,:- . , . 

stlt.t introductory cereaeD~", Wallace inquired of the Confederates,-

"Do I understand, gentlemen, that the surrender is psrtected?" 

•I do nat know it a .tomalit,' wlll be required", the 

officer who had accompanied Major Rogers repl.ied, "With that 

exception it is a S11rrender." 

Satisfied with the greyclads1 answers, Wallace inq'llired, 

•Are 1'0U reaqy to give possession?" 

"Yean, the buttern~ts replied, 11 1he troops are drawn up 

1n their quarters, arms stacked." 

Slbsequently, Wal.J.ace recalled, "At this t1me I felt a 

quick thrill, which it the reader pleases, may be set down to a 

recognition of an-opportunity and an -1rrestible 1mpulse to get 

there [!nto Dovey first." 20 

Wallace lost no time. He ordered one of his start officers, 

Lieutenant James R. Rosa, to escort Major Rogers to General Grant's 

headquarters. 2l Ross was also directed to tell Grant that Wal.lace 

was moYing to take possession of the fortifications. Captain 

Xnener was instructed toe 
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• • • ride to the brigade commanders 1 and tell 
thea to liO'nt the mole line forward, and take 
~ossesston of persons and property. Tell them to 
s" to it personally that their men are kept in 
close check -- that I want the business done as 
delicately as possible. Not a word of tawrt; --
no cheering. 22 . 

7be officer who bad accompanied Major Rogers looked at 

Wallace gratetull_r. 1bereapon, Wallace asked him if' he knew 

where GenaraJ. Buckner was quartered. lhe Confederate replied 

that he had lett the general at the Dover Hotel. Attar informing 

the Rebel officer that he and Buckner were personal friends, 

Wallace suggested a visit to the general's headquarters. Seeing 

that Major Rogers had not yet departed, the officer borrowed the 

nag of truce. On doing so, he remarked, "You won• t need it.n 

'nlen, tuming to Wall.ace, he said, "Our people are in a bad huor; 

but I wlll be glad to have you go with me." 2.3 

Gllided by the S.outhern officer, Wallace and his staff 

passed through the Rebel lines. The Union officers rode into town, 

accompanied by their guide, and drew rein in front of' the Dover 

Hotel. Wallace dismounted and entered the building. Here, he 

found himself' in a shallow hall. The general stopped and asked 

his guida to be good enough to give his name to General Buckner. 

Passing through a door at the far end ot the hall, the Confederate 

officer disappeared froa view. When he returned to the hall, the 
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otticer told Wallace !to valk in". He did not accompany Wallace. 2h 

EnterlDg the dining room, the general found Buckner seatecl 

at the hea4r,o£ ·a table. Eight or ten MJ~l::)ers of Buckner• s start 

were- seated at the sides of the table. Wallace recalled that 

upon his entrT Buckner roee. Tb.e Rebel general. met him in" the 

center ot the roCD, "grave, dignlt1ed, sil.ent; the grip he g&'Ve ••• 

lJa.llAciJ, however, was an assurance of welcome quite as good as 

words". 2S 

'lllrn1ng to his .comrades seated at the table, Bt1clmer, 

waving his hand, remarked, "General Wallace, it is not necessary 

to introduce you to these gentle•n; you are acquainted with thea 

all." The officers rose, came forward one by one, and shook the 

Union. general's hand. 1Wal.lace recalled that he had met eveey one 

ot thea two years before when he was General Buckner's guest at 

tbe enca.mpasent of the Kentu.clq State Guard in Lollisville. Two ot 

Buckner• s start - Major Alexander Cassaday and Lie\ltenaut 'lhonaa 

J. Clay -- had won Wallace•~ esteem at the time of the LouistUle · 

encamp.nt.. The latter was the last to come forward. As young 

Clq exterut.d his hand, he tlll"Dftd his face to one side. Wallace 

re.-bered that Clay 11cried like a chUd - and I coald see 

nothing W111Uly 1n his tears". 26 

Next, BuckDer wanted to know if Wallace had eaten anT 
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breaktaat. When Wallace remarked that he hadn't, the Con!ederate 

Hid, "I'm afraid you are a litt.l.e lata, but we will see." '!he . 
general c~lled tor his Negro sernnt. When the slave thrust his 

head through the door, Buckner told him, "Another breaktast here." 

In response to Buckner's request, the sernnt brought in 

another place setting. Taking a seat, Wallace prepared ~ partake 

o.t his breakfast. His meal consisted ot corn bread and coffee. 

The Confederate officers made no apology for the limited menu, 

which waa the best their kitchen could provide. Nevertheless, 

Wallace decided in his "own mind that the surrender had not been 

all1' too soon. • 27 

Du.ring and after the meal, the conversation became quite 

animated. ihe -subject discussed was the war and, more particalarly, 

incidents in the Fort Donelson operations. It amused Wallace to 

observe how steadfastly the Confederates clung to 'their belief 

that the Federals had .$0,000 men with more arriving hourly. 

Since this opinion helped soften the pangs ot dateat, Wallace 

choa not to enl.ighten thea. 28 

Finally, Wallace said something to Buckner about the 

"old nag•. As the Union general recalled, "it was an expression 

ot wonder that his congress gave it up tor a new one." With this, 

Buckner sl8lllled his ham dawn on the table with a bangl "The old 
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nag&", he shouted, •I followed it when most or your thousands out 

yon&tr were in swad<D.ing clothes - in Mexico - on the frontier -

and I love it.;ret." .· ,.:;. .. 
Wallace knew that Buckner's statelll!tnt was not meant tor 

retort.· He,. therefore, held his tongue. 

Buclmer inqllired, "What will Grant do wi1b us?" 'Ibis 

q11est1on caused Wallace to pause tor a moment before answering. 

Having collected his thoughts, the Union ott leer repliedt · 

I can't say. But I Jmow General Grant, 
and I know President Lincoln better than 
General Grant, and I am free to say that it 
is not in the natore ot either ot them to 
treat you, or these gentlemen, or the soldiers 
you haw surrendered, other than as prisoners 
ot war. 29 

After Wallace had finished, Buckner remarked, "' thought 

as much." Continuing, the Confederate otticer commented, "1he 

only .favor I have to ask is that I ma.y not be separated from my 

.friends here. • BllCkner then inquired it 1 t were proper tor him 

to bring the matter to Grant's attention. Wallace thought that 

he should. 30 

At the time that General Wallace rode through the 

Confederate lines, Grant's arder regarding the disposition or the 

troops had not- reached the Wynn's Ferry road sector. 11allace 

accordingly had directed Crnf't to march in and take possession 
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ot Dover. As soon as Crutt gave the word, the bands struck up 

a lively air, and the brigade marched orr. Passing through the 

works, Crattr s soldiers quickly occupied the town. A soldier 

in the htb. Mississippi, Ben H. Bounds, sadly recalled Craft• s 

troops tramping over the breastworks "with one band C01'1l1ng down 

one ridge playing Yankee Doodle and another • • • down another 

ridge "'pla7ing Dixie and we sitting lllUlll with our arms stacked." )l 

Wallace's other two brigades (M. L. Smith's and Thayer• s) 

did not get to enter the fallen stronghold. Before they could 
' 

take up the advance, a statr officer galloped up and told the 
I 

brigade comm&Jlders of Grant• s decision to have tbetr units proceed 

to Fort Henr,y. McClemand's troops accordingly followed Cruft1s 

into the perimeter. Two brigades {Colonels Richard J. Oglesby• a 

and Leonard F. Ross 1 ) entered the Confederate works by way or the 
! 

Wynn's Ferry' and Forge roads; Colonel Wllliam H. L. Wallace's 

used the Pinery road as its line ot march. In compliance with 

Grant.• a directive, McCJe mand had his troops establish their 

caaps 1n the hollows and on ·the ridges south and east or Dover. 32 

When General McClemand's troops took position near the 

town, a private dashed into the two-eto1'7 square brlek courthouse. 

Within a ff!IW DlOilenta, be had co111pleted his task. ihe stars 8DCl 

stripes were again waving gracef'ull3' !'rem the cupola of tile 
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cou.l'thouae. In the meantime., the soldiers had started inspecting 

the town. Dover, tbe7 found, contained a IlllDiber ot houses, a 

~- balldi.Dp .f,ormerlT used as stores, a doctor• s of'tice, and a 

<iilapidated church. 1he town, as was to be expected, had 

suttered considerably daring the battle. Nearly every bullding 

had been converted into a hospital. Trees had been c.ut cblm, 

fences burned, windows broken, and a nwaber of' buUdings razed 

and used tor fuel. 

In the baeement ot one ot the stores, the bluecoats round 

a Rebel araenal. '!here were piles. ot rifies, old shotguns, many 

ot them ticketed with the owner's name. In another bull ding wae 

located the Confederate commissary department. Here, were 

hogsheads ot mgar, barrels of rice, boxes ot abom1nable soap, 

and a few barrels cL nour • .33 

'!he Union navy also sought to get into the final act of 

the Fort Donelson drama. At daybreak on the 16th., Commander 

,Henry Walke, having heard ramors that the Rebels were about to 

surrender, ordered COIIII18D.der Benjaln M. Dove to take the 
-

ironclads Lou18Yllle and~· Louis up the river and see it he 

could induce the toe to surrender to th! navy. (Up to this hour, 

tbe ·crew or Carondelet had been unable to complete temporary 

repairs, and the tl.agship was, as ,et, unable. to get under way.) 
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Cast!.Dg ott with his two ironclads, Dove observed, on approaching 

the Water Batteries, that two white fiags were fiy'ing over the 

upper one-. _1lle gunboats stopped, whlle Don transferred to a 
. .,.:. .. 

tug. Attar a .nag ot truce had been hoisted, the tng proceeded 

up the Cumberland. 'lbe small boat pulled 1n to the shore 

iDIIIediately below the Water Batteries. Here, the commander was 

met by a Confederate major, who tendered his sword to the naval 

ofticer. Dove declined to receive the sword, believing that it 

was proper to "consal. t with General Grant" first. Taking the 

major on board, the tug again headed upstream. As soon as the 

vessel tied up at the upper steamboat landing, Dove proceeded to. 

the Dover Hotel; where he was lntormed by the major that Buckner 

maintained his GHQ. 3h 

Reaching the hotel, the naval of'flcer, accompanied by the 

major, headed tor the dining ro0111. Discovering the door closed, 

Dove knocked. In response to the acknowledgment, "Come tn", Dove 

entered. As be advanced toward the table, Dove observed that a 

ranking &1'1117 otf'lcer (General Wall ace) was breakfasting vi th the 

Rebel brass. Af'ter introducing h!.m8elt to Buckner, Dove addressed 

several qtlestions to Wallace regarding, as the general subsequently 

recalled, the terms of the capitulation. Wallace then explained 

the situation to the naval ottlcer and told him that he was 
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.,_ntarll.J' expecting General Grant. Arter some general coDYersat1on, 

DoYe retired from the room and reboarded the .tug. 35 

Fo?-owing the naval officer's witht:irawsl., Wallace told his 

a1de (Lieuteaaut Ware-) tn~t he was h1ghl7 suspicious or the navy•s 

designs. The general remarked "that the navy seemed to be abroad 

very earl)"; they were looking for swords ... perhaps. r nattered 

mtnlf, however, that this time I had been abont three-quarters ot 

an hour ahead ot him." 36 

About three-quarters or an hour attar Dove's exit, General 

Grant, acco~~panied by his stat.t, rode up to the hotel. Despite. the 

brusque tone ot his demand tor "unconditional. surrender", Grant, 

when he arrived at the hotel, was, to use B\1Ckner's words, "ve1'7 

kiDd and c!TU and polite". In the course ot their conversation 

(which was friendly-), Buckner told Grant 'that it he had been in 

COJIIIQI.nd of the Confederate forces du.ring the investment, the 

Federals. would not have been allowed to make an unopposed approach 

on Donelson. Grant replied that it Bnckner "had been in coliJMDd 

••• /Jiil should not have tried 1n the way • • • ffieJ did." 31 

Continuing, Grant added facetiously that PUlow need not haft 

been so anxious to escape. "It I had captured him", Grant said, 

"I would have t11r11ed hill loose. I would rather have him in 

cOJN•nd ot you. fellows than as a prisoner." 38 
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In the mea.nt.imt, the crew ot Carondelet had et'.f'ected 

e•rgenc7 repairs. The Yesael, for the first time since its 

f'earf'ul h....,.rtng on the 14th, was able to make way. Casting off, 

the ironclad started up the river. As the gunboat pulled awa,. 

from the landing, Walke signalled for the gaUT decorated 

transports to follow. While en route up the r:l.ver, Carondelet 

passed L.oaisville and~· Louis. Halling the two ironclads, 

Walke ordered "them to accompa!J1' him. SlortJ.,- thereafter, the 

convoy drew abreaat or the now silent Water Batteries. A little 

over 36 hours before, the Union ganboats had been pounded 

unmerclf'ully by these same guns. As the vessels chugged slowly 

up the swollen river, they "steamed past Fort Donelson, thick 

with Confederate soldiers, -- past the intrenched camp ot log­

huts, past a school-house on a hill, above which waved the hospital 

nag, -and on to Dover, the gunboats thundering a national 

salute the whUe." 39 · 

As soon as the gunboats and transports had arrived ott 

Dover, ·Commander Dcmt boarded Carondelet. Reporting to Walke, 

Dove informed his superior that the Rebels had surrendered, but 

he bad been unable to determine under just what. conditions. 

Arter religious services., Carondelet started tor Cairo, where 

she arrived the ~xt. morning. ~· Louis and Loaisville would 
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re•in at Dover until ordered elsewhere, or untU a fall in the 

stage of the river compelled them to retlll"!l to the Ohio River. hO 

A. number ot the transports, including Grant's headquarters 

boat (the steamer .!!! Uncle ~), tied up at the lower landing. 

One ot the first men to go ashore was the noted newspaper 

correspondent, Charles c. Cotf'1n. Clambering up the bank, the 

newspaperman rambled about the area. He pronollllCed the 

' Conf'ederate prisoners a carewom, haggard, melancholy looking lot. 

Upon being questioned, the Rebel soldiers all told the same sto17 -

they had fought well, but had been outnumbered. Furthermore, they 

stated tba t there had been discord and disagreement among the 

generals. Floyd and Pillow had escaped; Buckner bad been lett 

holding the bag. 'llle Mississippians and Texans were especiaU7 

·incensed against Floyd and Plllow for having deserted them. 

"Floyd always was a d •••• d thief' and sneak." said one. Others 

swore with mighty oaths that "they would shoot Floyd as they 10 u1d 

a dog, if they could get a chance". bl 

1he unifol'DIB and equlpunt of the Confederates made a 

lasting impresaion on the Yankees. In his wandering, Coffin came 

upon a squad of soldiers hovering around a tire. Some o t the 

Rebel.a had wrapped theuelvea in old patched bed quUts which 

they had brought with thea when they had been mustered into the 
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&rlll7• Others had covered themselves with white cotton blankets. 

stUl others wore bright bocking, evidently .furnished by some 

merchant.. One had wrapped himself in a faded piece or threadbare 

_carpet.. 'lbo&t.r -weapons were stacked, their accoutrements thrown 

aside, cartridge-boxes,· belts, and amlllUnition trampled in the llllld. 

The soldiers• arms were a heterogeneotlB lot ..._ shotguns (single 

and double-barreled), bunting rtnes, fiintl.ock muskets (some of 

which had been aJ. tared to perc11ssion locks), and English manllfactvec:l 

En£ields. 

ihere were all sorts ot anif'orms zepresented, Coffin 

reported, brown-colored fZ"edominating. In addition., the reporter 

saw men clad in all shades of grey -- sheep-, iron-, blue-, and 

dirty-grey. The correspondent tor the New York Times inf'o:med his 

readers that most or the Confederates whom he saw vere clad in 

"citizen's clothes, their onl7 mUltary insignia being black stripes 

on their pants. Many or the officers had the regular gray- uniform, 

while others wore the arm,y blue, the only difference .r·rom the United 

States style being the great profusion or gQl.d lace." h2 

For protection against the chllling wind, the soldiers used 

a conglo.ration o.f overcoats, blankets, quUts, bll.ffalo robes, and 

pieces of carpeting or all colors and .fig11res. Each of the Rebels 

had a pack slung over his shoulder. Coffin recalled, "Ju.dging by 
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their g&l118nts, one would have thought that the last scraping, the 

odda and ends of humanity and of dey goods, had been brought home 

together.• 43. ,. . 
Cottin al.so visited the upper landing near the Dover Hotel, 

where the Contederate stoxes were pUed, and .from which Floyd had 

made his escape. Here, there were sacks of com, tierce1!1 or rice, 

sides of bacon, barrels ot fi011r, hogsheads of sugar - enough 

rations to last tor several daY's. At the time ot Cotfin.'s visit, 

the ironclads were lying orr the landing, and a portion or 

McC1e rnand•s division was posted on Robinson's and DlldleT's hUls; 

the stars and stripes and regimental banners napping in the breese,. 

aad the bands gaUy pl.ay'ing patriotic airs. In the distaree, 

Battery B, lst nllnois Light Artillery could be heard firing a 

national salute. ~ 

Milling around the landing were a large number of 

Confederates, "evidentlY' the rabble, or the debris of the amy", 

belonging to various regiments. Some of these men were sullen, 

a:JID!t indifferent, some gave the appearance ot .feeling a sense or 
relief, mingled with an apprehension tor the .futa.re. Mingling 

among the Rebels were a number of Union soldiers. ~spite their 

exuberance, the blueclads manitested no disposi. tion to add to the 

unhappiness of the vanquished. L5 
• 
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I Before the day was OYer, the Union soldiers began to get 

out ot hand. Notwithstanding the precautions taken in accordance 

with Grant•s. orders, m&IIT of the men commenced plundering. Both 

private and public property fell pre,- to the victorious bluecoats. 

War correspondent Coffin reported: 

Later in the day we saw soldiers 
luxuriating like children in the hogsheads 
of sugar. Man,- a one fllled his canteen 
with New Orleans molasses and his pockets 
with damp brown su.gar. Looldng into a store 
we fou.M a squad ot soldiers taking things 
of no earthly use. One bad a looking-glass 
under his arm, one a paper of files, another 
several bnss candlesticks, one a package of 
bonnets. 40 

In an effort to keep the miscreants from making ott with 

their lll-gotten gains, Grant ordered all the steamboats searched 

before they would be permitted to leave Dover. Guards were also 

stationed on the vessels to keep the men .from carey'ing their booty' 

aboard. Grant, however, directed his officers to collect from the 

Confederates the blankets which McClernand's troops bad been forced 

to abandon on the morning o.t' the lSth, when they had been driven 

from their camps. Since these blankets were grey with the letters 

nu. S." in the center, they would be easlly identified. 47 

By late afternoon, the Union otfieers had made an 

invento17 or the captllred war materiel, and a rongh estimate ot 

the number of prisoners that had fallen into their hands. As soon 
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as these figures were in his hands, Grant sent a message to Major 

GeDBral Henry w. Halleck. Grant informed his superiors 

We have taken Fort Uonelson and from 12,000 
to 15, QOO prisoners, including Generals Bnckm r 
~Bnshrod Johnson; also abo11t 20,000 stand of' 
arms, 48 pieces of artillery, 17 heavy guns, from 
2,000 to 4,000 horst!~h and large qnantities or 
cODUidssazy stores. flfj 

It seems that Grant overstated the nWilber of cannons 

captured by his troops. 1here were 13 pieces or heavy ordnance 

emPLaced tn the Water ~atteries; one 8-inch siege howitzer was 

motmted in the fort. 1his indicates that, instead of capturing 

"17 heavy guns", the Federals took 14. Furthermore, the eight· 

Confederate field artlllery batteries at Fort Donelson were 

eqnipped with 41 guns. In· addition, there were the two 9-pounders 

D101111ted 1n tts tort. It appears that Grant had likewise overstated 

the nwntsr of field pieces captured by his forces. Instead of 

the 48 light guns claimed, the Yankees had actually taken h.3. 

The cold snap which gripped Middle and West 'lennesaee 

conti.."lued thro11gh the 16th. Dllring the day-, General Buckner 

observed that his men were suffering from the elements. 

1bousands ot the Confederate soldiers were kept standing throughOtit 

the day in the J11U.d without food or tires. Whenever the Rebel 

ot.tice.rs attempted to muster their men, they were arrested by some 
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of the Union guards. B11ckner, therefore, decided to see General 

Grant and "ask him to make some disposition for the com.t"ort" of 

the Confederate soldiers. Accompanied by Major Sam11el K. Hays, 

General B11clcner lef't his headqnarters at the Dover Hotel. As the 

two Confederate of'ficers headed for the landing, they psssed the 

camp of' the 2d Kentucky. The soldiers greeted the general with 

loud chee~. Buckner paused for a .f'ew minlltes to tty to comfort 

his Kentuckians. 49 

Reaching the landing, the general .f'ound that the Union 

soldiers aboard New Uncls Sana had observed his approach. As · the - - .... 

general and the sta.f'.f' o.f'ticer started up the- gangplank, the band 

struck up "Yankee Doodle". Buckner, however, walked resolutely 

up the plank, giving no indication that he noticed the music. 

Boarding the vessel, the general inquired .f'or Grant. 1be officer 

ot the day told Buckner that Grant was in the ladies' cabin holding 

a sta.f'f meeting. Buckner proceeded to the designated cabin. 

Entering the room, Buckner .f'ound Grant and aboat a dozen of his 

principal subordinates. Grant received Buckner very cordially 

and introduced billl to the assel1lbled o.f'f'icers. He then asked 

Buckner to take a seat. At this moment, the band ceased playing. 

A Union colonel, evidently wishing to embarrass Buckner, inquired 

in a sarcastic tone, "Gen. B11ckner, doesn• t that tune remind you 
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of the glories o! the old fiag under which yoo once fought?" 

Buckner realized that this question was intended as an 

insult. ~-Grant, as Buckner expected, faUed to reprove the 

colonel, the Confederate general decided a fair question demanded 

a fair reply. Buckner retorted: 

A Confederate soldier, for some serious 
otfense, was sentenced to be drummed 011t ot the 
service, and as is the c11stom, you know, 

. Colonel, on that occasion the field music struck 
up "The Rogue's March", when he indignantly 
turned to them and said: "'!bat is not the tune; 
plar Yankee Doodle, for a half a million rogues 
march to that everr day." 

Major Hays was the only one present who laughed at Bllckner 1s 

joke. Having answered the colonel, B11ckner sat down and troceeded 

with his business. Buclmer informed Grant that the terrible weather 

was ca11sing mu.ch sutfering among his troops. Furthermore, B11ckner 

stated, it did not seem to him that there was any' need of 

inf'licting further hardship on his troops, because there were plenty 

ot steamboats avallable. !he general felt that if his men were 

allowed to board these vessels, the suffering would be greatly 

alleTiated. 

Grant replied, "I am newly arrived here; my staff is not 

compl.etel.7 organized, and I find difficulty in doing this." 

"Gen. Grant", Buclmer answered, "m;y staff is perfectly 
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organized, and I place them at yo11r disposal for this purpose." 

Atter hesitating a moment, Grant proiilised to issue an 

order directing his troops to obey any order which Buckner might 

--give in respect to the comf'ort and movements of the Rebel 

prisoners. SO 

Correspondent Coffin witnessed this meeting between Grant 

and Buclmer. He recalled that Buckner sat on one aida of the 

table and Grant on the other. Coff'1n described the Conf'ederate 

general as: 

• • • in the prime of' lif'e, although his 
hair had turned iron gray. He was of mediWil 
height, having a low forehead and thin cheeks, 
wore a moustache and meagre whiskers. He had 
on a light-blue kersey overcoat and a checked 
neckcloth. He was smoking a cigar, and talking 
in a low, quiet tone. He evidently felt that 
he was in a humlliating post tion, but his 
deportment was such as to command respect 1ihen 
contrasted with the course of' Floyd and Pillow. Sl 

When Buckner rose to leave, Grant followed him. Outside 

the cabin, Grant stopped and remarl<ed, "Buckner; you are, I know, 

separated !rom your people, and penaps you need funds; m.y pnrse 

is at your disposal. n 

After declining Grant• s offer, Buckner thanked him. 

Nevertheless, it was a clear indication that the Union general 

re•Dibered Backner kindness to him. S2 (In the summer or 1854, 
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Grant had resigned from the a.nt~T· 'lbe Uaion future general reached· 

New York from the West Coast in an aLmost destitute condition. His 

financial af'.fairs reached a crisis when his hotel refused hi.l'll further 

credit for board and room. In this emergency, Grrmt appealed to his 

old .friend, Captain Buckner, whom he had known at West Point and in 

Mexico. Buclmer restored Grant's credit at tne hotel, had his 

baggage returned, and tided .hiM over untll he was able to collect 

mme mone7 from a creditor. Grant then went home to Missou.ri.) S3 

Returning to his quarters, Bttckner enconntered Captain 

George Dodge ot the Union cavalry with .two Confederate 

colonels. '!he two Rebel officers had been placed Wlder arrest b7 

a Union officer and were being escorted to Grant's headquarters 

boat. One of the colonels stated that he had been personally 

paroled by General Sni th. Addressing a letter of protest to Grant, 

Buckner observed, "Thera seems to be no concert af action between 

the different departments of your amy in reference to tb.ese 

prisoners." Bttckner requested 1n writing that either the Union 

sentries be permitted to respect his passes, or tnat Grant appoint 

a provost-J~Arshal vested with the necess&ry" authority. Sb 

In response to Buckner's request, Grant had Rawlins dratt 

a general order dealing with this problem. Hereatter, the Union 

guards would honor all passes signed by General Buckner. SS 
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About dusk, Cortin again went ashore. As he rode about 

tbe area, the Contedera te officers were mustering their troops 

preparato17 to embarking them upon the steamers. Standing on .. 
~ 

Robinson's Hill, Cortin was able to get a good view or the entire 

proceedings. The reporter recalledt 

Hogarth never saw such a sight; 
Sha.'<espeare, 1n his conception of Falstaff' 1 s 
tatterdemallons, could not have imagined the 
like, - not that they were deticient in 
intellect, or wanting in co11rage, for among 
them were noble men, brave fellows, wh.o shed 
tears when they round they were prisoners of 
war, and who swore with round oaths that they 
would shoot Floyd as they wolll.d a dog, if they 
could get a chance, but that tor grotesque 
appearance they were never eq11alled, except 56 by the London bagmen and chiffoniers of Paris. 

Boarding the transports, the enlisted men were quartered 

on the lower deck; the officers were given the treedaa of the 

boat. 1he saloons, cabins, berths, and staterooms were tilled 

with the sick and wounded from both armies. 

'lbe nwuber of Confederates captured at For-e Donelson has 

never been determined w1 th precision. Grant, on the day ot the 

surrender, reported the n\lll'1ber ot prisoners bagged by the Federals 

as "from 12,000 to 15 ,000". 58 Colonel Adam Badeau, in his ~ 

Military Historz ~ !!· _§ •. Grant, states that the nwnber of Rebels 

captured was 14,62.3. S9 According to a report made by Major Thomas 
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H. Johnston of the lst Mississippi and found among his papers 

1n Mississippi in 1864, the number ~'engaged" was 15,246; the 

60 number surrendered was 11,738. General Floyd made no estimate 

of 1he strength of the Confederate force engaged, nor how manr 

were captured. 61 Genera1 Pillow placed the. nwri>er of the defenders 

at 13,000. 62 General Buckner, in a report filed after his exchange 

1n Aagust, wrote, "The aggregate of the anq, fjia!_7 never greater 

than 12,000, ••• {.i.nd wai/ reduced to less than 9,000 men after 

the departure of General Floyd's brigade.n 63 An estimate 

appearing in the Nashville Patriot soon after the surrender placed 

the number of Confederates engaged at 13,829. 64 

All told, the Confederate a.rD1T charged with the defense of 

the Fort Donelson area probably totaled 15,500 effectives. This 

figure did not take into account the men in hospitals, those 

assigned to supernomerarr details, and the 400 recmi.ts who reached 

DoYer early on the morning of the 16th. When these are added to 

the garrison, it probablr exceeded 18,000. (See Appendix A which 

accompanies the report titled, "The Forti.ti.catlons of Fort 

Donelson.•) 

Colonel Charles Whittlesey was placed in charge of about 

10,000 prisoners. Whittlesey• s regiment, the 20th Ohio, escorted 

an estimated 6,300 of' these to prisoner-of-war camps in the north. 65 
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Another, b11t much smaller number of prisone-rs, was entrusted to 

the S2d D.llnois, Colonel Thomas W. Sweeny commanding. 66 

Whittlesey and SNeeny w&re directed to see that the prisoners 

were provideCi wi. tb two days', and the guards- with four days•, rations 

be.f'ore the steamboats left Dover. 1he officers' side-arms would be 

taken from them and stored. Upon reaching Cairo, Sweeny and 

Whittlesey, unless otherwise ordered, would see that the pistols 

am swords were returned to their rightful owners. 67 

Evidently, the task ot taking care of the thousands of 

prisoners proved to be a difficult problem. Grant, on the 17th, 

informed the Union commander at Cairo, Brigadier General George W. 

CU:Uum, that he was sending the prisoners down the Cumberland River 

as rapidly as possible. Grant felt that the last of the 

Con!ederates would be en ro11te to Cairo by t.h.e next day. '!he 

general informed Cullum that he would be "truly glad" to get rid 

or thea. He was or the opinion that they were easier captured 

than taken care ot. Grant expressed the fear that the prisoners 

would "prove an elephant". In the fut11re, Grant wrote, he tho11ght 

it would be best it the government adopted a policy of paroling 

any Confederates captured. rn view of his difficulties with the 

prisoners, Grant observed, he had already begun to pity Cull11D1 

"the moment the first cargo started." 68 
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When Halleck learned that Grant was sending thousands ot 

prisCl'lers to Cairo, he ordered Cullum to send 3,000 to Springfield, 

minois, 3,000 to Indianapolis, Indiana, and the remainder to 

Chicago. 'lhe officers, on giving their paroles in writing, would 

"" be transf'erred to Colwnbus, Ohio. 69 Secretary of War Edwin H. 

stanton, however, did not see the situation in the sama.light as 

Halleck did. Tlurough General 1n Chief George B. McClellan, Stanton 

isstted instructions countermanding Halleck's orders regarding the 

granting of paroles to the Confederate officers. In addition, 

stanton direc'ljed that "no arrangements either by equivalents or 

otherwise wlll be made for the exchange of the rebel generals 

Johnson, Buckner, PUlow and TUghm.an, nor for that of prisoners 

who had served in ••• ["thiJ Regular Army, without special orders 

from". Washington. 70· 

When Governor Richard Yates of Illinois learned that 

Halleck planned to send 3,000 prisoners to Springfield, he was 

aghast. Telegraphing Halleck, the governor wamed, ''We think !t 

ansafe tD send prisoners to Springfield, ID.; there are so many 

secessionists at that place". n 
Meanwhile, Halleck had received encouraging dispatches 

trom Chicago and Indianapolis. Adjutsnt General Allen C. Fuller 

ot nlinois informed Halleck that the state had a lease on Camp 
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Douglas which did not expire untU May 1. Fuller was· confident 
\ 

that 7,000 prisoners could be quartered there. 72 Assistant -- . 
Quartermaster James A. Ekin notified "Old Brains" that he was 

seeing that barracks for 3,000 prisoners of war were prepared 

at Indianapolis. 73 In view ot these developments, Halleck 

again contacted Cullum on the 19th in regard to the disposition 

ot the prisoners. In accordance with General Yates' fears, 

Cullum was not to send any or the Confederates to Springfield. 

'lhree tho11sand were to go to Indianapolis and seven thousand to 

Chicago; the remainder would probably be sent to Columbus, Ohio. 

Before leaving Cairo, the officers wOilld be separated from the 

enlisted men. ib.e officers were to be sent to St. Louis under 

a strong guard. 74 

By the evening of the 18th, 11,000 prisoners had reached 

Cairo. Before Halleck's first message arrived regarding the 

disposal or the Confederates, General Cullum had forwarded over 

9,000 to St. Louis. Following the receipt o.f' Halleck's telegru, 

Cullwa began to send the prisoners to Camp Douglas. On the 
'C, 

night of the 19th, 1,000 Rebels left Cairo by raU for Chicago. 

A second 500 man contingent started .for Chicago the next morning. 

Since . there was a shortage of guards and steamboats, CUllum, 

despite Halleck's orders to the contra17, was compelled to send 
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the art leers and men off' together. He, however, gave instruct tons 

tor the guards to keep them separated. Cullum was also deeply 

disturbed to learn that the Coni'ederate officers had their side­

arms when iheJ" reached Cairo. Apparently, the officers in charge 

ot the prisoners had not followed Grant's instructions. Upon 

being questioned, the Rebels mistakenly stated that Grant had 

agreed to let them retain their pistols and swords. Cullum had 

the officers disamed and their side-arms shipped to Camp 

Douglas. 75 

1\:J.e last big shipment o£ prisoners, about 2,000 strong, 

lett Dover on the morning of' the 19th. General Baclmer and his 

staff departed the following day. 76 When these soldiers reached 

Cairo, ~neral Cu.llum sent aboat 2,000 of them to Indianapolis; 

the rest went to Chic ago. Since there was a shortage of' passenger 

cars, mallJ' or the Contedera tes had to make the journey in anheated 

freight cars. 7? 

By this time, the transports with the 101 000 prisoners 

aboard had reached St. Louis. Tne officers and men now parted 

compail1'• Pending· the receipt of instructions from Washington, 

the Confederate officers were quartered on a steamboat which was 

anchored in the middle or the Mississippi River. 'lbe enlisted men 

were transterrad to either Camp Douglas or camps in Indiana. 
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Altogether, about 7,000 of the Fort Donelson Contederates were sent 

to Camp Douglas, whlle over 4,2lo· were quartered at Camp Morton, 

Indiana. Saaller numbers or enlisted men were held at Al. ton and 

Camp Butler, nlinois and Terre Haute and Lafayette, Indiana. '!he 

junior Confederate officers were sent to Camp Chase, Ohio. 78 

Generals Buclaler and Tilghman and the field of'f'icers were confined 

at Fort Warren, Massachusetts. 79 

Besides the prisoners sent to nor them camps, there were 

a nwober of' Confederate sick and wounded confined in the mUitary 

hospitals in the Dover area, who also fell into the Yankees' hands. 

Colonel Whittlesey estimated that altogether the Federals, 

counting the patients, had bagged about 13,000 Rebels. 80 

In addition to the men who had accompanied Forrest, an 

undetermined number of soldiers from other units had escaped from 

Dover. General Floyd reported that the boats which ferried his 

command ·across and up the Cumberland River canoied abollt as m&113' 

stragglers from other organizations. Floyd stated that when be 

reached Mvtreesboro on the 21st, his follr Virginia regiments 

numbered 986 officers and men. 81 General Pillow announced on 

March 14 that several thousand infantry, by hook or by crook, 

had escaped from the Fort Donelson area. Many of· these men had 
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already' reported to Plllow at Decat11r, Alabama; the rest were 1111der 

orders to rendezvous with their comrades there. 82 

Even a£ter the surrender, the Confederates continued to 
,-c 

slip through the Union lines. Grant quickly learned of this 

Ulicit traffic. On the 17th, he i.nfo:nned General McClernand 

that •durl. ng the night a large number of captured animals have 

been run oft and many prisoners escaped". Since a large proportion 

or the cavalzy was attached to McClernand' s divtston, Grant wanted 

him to organize a number of roving patrols to prevent 8I17 turther 

traffic o~ this sort. McClemand would also send out a mounted 

detachment in an effort to apprehend the escapees. Evidently, 

McCl.e mand' s patrols were not very alert, because a very important 

prisoner soon succeeded in giving the Federals the slip. 83 

By the a.f'temoon of the 18th, all of General Johnson's 

troops had been sent down the river. The general, therefore, 

concluded that 1 t would. be very unlikely that he would be ot any 

further service to his men. Furthermore, Johnson had neither 

been enrolled nor had he given his pal,"'le not to try to escape. 

About sunset, the general, accompanied by another officer, vent 

for a stroll. Scaling the hlll where Heiman r s brigade had formerly 

been posted, the two ot.ticers, seeing no bluecoated sentries, kept 

on going. Passing beyond the Union encampments, Johnson and his 



companion succeeded 1n getting away. 84 

It was the morning of the 17th before General Wallace could 
' .,-:- . 

reorganize his command and begin the retum march to Fort Henr;r 

as directed by Grant. Before the division left Dover, Colonel 

Cl"!lft's brigade was detached, and Colonel M. L. ani.th's brigade 

was again assigned to Wallace's command. 8S 

General Floyd placed the number of kllled and wounded 

sllffered by the Confederates at Fort Donelson at l,Soo. 86 

PUlow estimated the Rebel casualties at 2,000. He ~ported that 

the Southerners had evacuated 1,134 wounded from Dover before the 

s~rrender. In addition, he subsequently learned that about 400 

wounded greyclads had fallen into the Yankees' hands upon the 

surrender and were confined in the hospital at Pad~cah. 87 At 

Fort Donelson, the Federal officers reported they had SOO kllled, 

2,108 wo~de~, and 224 missing, an aggregate at 2,832 casualties. 
88 

The Union navy, which had supported the army's attack, had lost 

9 killed and 49 wounded. 

Grant's dispatch reporting tne fall of Fort Donelson 

reached Halleck's St. Louis headquarters about noon on the 17th. 

At 1 p. m., the jubUant Halleck wired General in Chief McClellan, 

"Make [Don c;J Buell, /_filysses S;J Grant, and /Joh!:7 Pope major­

generals of volunteers and give oe command in the West. I ask 
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this 1n return for Forts Henry and Donelson". 89 It appears 

that the ambitious amchair general, Halleck, was trying to 

capitalize on his able sllbordinate•s success. Furthermore, by 

including Grant•s name with Buell's and Pope's, Halleck apparently 

was try-ing to p11t up a smoke screen, to make the Washington 

authorities believe that other Union generals had shared in the 

victory. 

Two days later (on the 19th), Halleck stepped up his 

campaign to discredit Grant's contributions to the great Union 

. victory. nold Brains" wired Major General David Hunter (the 

commander of the Department of Kansas) his congratulations. 

Halleck informed Hunter1 

To you more than to any other man out of 
this department are we indebted for our 
success at Fort Donelson. In my strait for 
troops to re-enforce Genem Grant I appealed 
to Y'Oll. You responded nobly and generously, 
placing 70ur forces at my disposition. This 
enabled us to win the victory. 90 

At the same time, Halleck wired Washingtom " 

Brig. Gen. Charles F .. Smith, by his 
coolness and bravery at Fort Donelson, when · 
the battle was against us, tumed the tide 
and carried the ene1111''S outworks. Make him 
a major-general. You can• t get a better one. 
Honor him for this victory and the whole 
c~i)' will applaud. 91 

' ..,f ....--

(,~ •-t .,, '. d 
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Except :for a general order published at St. Louis on the 

19th, Halleck took no further notice ot Grant's role in the Forts 

Hellry and Denelson operations. In this docWDent, Halleck formally' 

congratulated "Flag Officer f!.ndrew H.J Foote and General f!JlystJes 

s.J Grant and the brave officers and men under their commands, on 

the recent brilliant victories on the Tennessee and Cumberland". 92 

On the 20th Halleck, seeking to capitalize on the successes 

scored by his subordinate, wired McClellan in urgent terms, 111 

must have command of the a:nnies in the West. Hesitation and delay 

are losing us the golden opportnnity. Lay this before the President 

and Secretary of War. May I assume the command?" 93 

Following the receipt in Washington or the news of the fall 

of Fort Donelson, President Abraham Lincoln nominated Grant a major 

general of volunteers as of February 16; the Senate immediately 

confirmed the appointment. Subseq11ent1y, ·Buell, McClernand, Pope, 

C. F. Smith, and Lew Wallace were also promoted to major general 

to rank frOJll March 21. 

General Halleck, on March 11, was granted his fondest wiaht 

A new c0111l118nd1 the Department or the Mississippi, was constt tuted 

and Halleck was placed 1n charge. The new departr.lent included the 

departments for.merly·commanded by Halleck and Hunter, and the 

portion of Buell 1s which lay west of a north-soutn line drawn 
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through Knoxville, Tennessee. 94 

By their capture of Fort Henry, the Federals had driven a 

1(edge into the Confederate defense line guarding the heartland of 

the Confederacy. lhe le.f't nank of this line was anchored on 

Colwnbus1 Kentucky', and the right on Cumberland Gap. With the 

lose ot Fort Donelson, this line wae hopelessly shattered. To 

make matters worse, the Confederates had lost a powerf'lll field 
/ 

al'DlY' and an immense amount of war materiel. 

lhe fruits of the great Union victory at Fort Donelson 

were qaickl.y apparent. As early as February 8, two days af'ter 

the .fall ot Fort Henry' and 1n the light of the seriou.s threat to 

Fort Donelson, General Johnston notified Secretary of War Judah 

P. Benjamin that he was giving ap his position at Bowling Green, 

Kentucky, and retiring on Nashville. When Fort Donelson fell, 

Nashville was uncovered. Federal gunboats, it was expec·~d, would 

ascend the Cumberland, cOlllpelling the Confederates to give ll? 

Nashville, a vital industrial and transportation complex. On 

February 17 and 18, Johnston evacuated Nashville and moved the 

main bod;y of Major General William J. Hardee' s~ A:nu,y of 
!" _.,r f. 

Ken~cky to Murfreesboro. 'lhe Confederate rear gaard left 

NaehYUle on the night of the 23d, and the vanguard of General 
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Buell's Army of the Ohio appeared the next morning on the right 

bank ot the Cumberland, opposite the city • 

-- . . 
At the same time, Colwnb11s, the Confederate bastion on 

the M1s sisaippi River, was rendered untenable. Major General 

Leonidas Polk (the commander of the First Division, Westem 

Department) was forced to order reluctantly the evac11at!on of 

"The Gibraltar of the West", which was carried out on the night 

of March 2. 'lb.e Union troops occU"?ied Columbus the next day. 

!bas, by the-capture of Fort Donelson and the destruction of . 

the defending arm.1, the Federals at one f'ell swoop had forced the 

Confederates to give 11p southem Kentucky', and virtually all ~ 

Middle and West Tennessee. Falling back, the Confederates began 

to concentrate their troops for a new stand on Corinth in north 

Mississippi. 

With the tall of F·ort Donelson, the entire picture of 

the "War in the West" was changed almost overnight. Grant had 

seized the initiative and, despite tempora1'7 setbacks, he was 

never to lose it. The deep wedge driven into the South by the 

tall of Fort Donelson would eventual.ly split the Confederacy. 

Just over the horizon lay ~Uoh, Corinth, Memphis and, 18 months 

later, Vicksburg. 1be South was to pay for the disaster at 

Dover with three more years ot bitter warfare, but the ultimate 

price was total defeat. 
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