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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION.

The protrusion of t!za Seuthern Appslachian Mountains predetere
mined that there would be two theatres of action, nearly & thousand
miles apart, in the War Betwesn the States. The district east of
these mountaing and south of Horthern Virginia was known as the eust-
ern theatre, while the distriet west of these mountaing and south
of louisville, Kasntucky, was known as the western theatre. QOther
movements and epgagements in the great confliet were only secondary
to the events of these two regions. Therefore, the two definite odb-
Jeetives of the northern amies during the early part of the war were
to egpture Richmond and to open the Misalsalppl Birerf henoe sn of-
fensive mﬂ@. The Confederascy, with the exception of threats on
WMn. Geityabarg, and ralds into Kemtucky snd Tennessee, was on
fhaéotmin i'm the beginning of hes%nitias? In the eastamn
theatre, the Cumberland Mountains, the Shenandoeh Velley, and the east
and wast course of the rivers, offered a strong line of defense; bdut
in the western theatre the rivers, (Mississippi, Ohio,; Tennessgee, snd
Cumberland), due to their .‘Lans‘sh,F navigability, and generel course,
proved to be better suited for offemsive them defensive warfars. These
two river aysta;s determined largely the movemente and ~ops§at§.ona of
the two armies. It can readily be seen thet the power having control

of these streams, especially the navigeble ones, would be umster of the

1, Francis Trevelyan Miller, The Photographie History of the Civil War,
1, 178.
2. Ibid., 178.
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situation, henee the effort of both amies to secure control of
these waterways.

The logical line of defense in the western theatre, amd the
one first selegted by the Confederscy, was the Chie Riwi, If this
river could bs commended it would give the Confederacy an extraoy~
dinary strong line of defense, since 1t flows scuthwesi, and afier
having reached iis two grest tribuleries, the Tonnesses and Cumberw
land, empties into the ifississippi ot the commanding position at
Cairo, Illinoia; thus converging with the center of a water naviga~
tion of pearly two thousend miles, Being situated st the conflu-
enee of two of the most important water courses in the oountry, the
strategic importance of Caire osn not be overestimted. It is also
the termipus of the Illinois Central Hailirced, hence in commusication
ﬁﬁh the railroad systen of the North. Without doubt it is the key
to the Missisaippi Valley. By fortifylsg Cairc the Mississippl Bl-
ver and its basin southward to the Culf of Mexico would be securely
in the Confederate fold; and by fortifying Peducah, vhere the Ten-
nesses empties into the Ohio, only & few mliles south of where the Cm-
borland also empties into the Ohio, the territory leading into the
heart of the Confedsracy would be protected. Anothsr advantuge of
the Ohio River as the first line of defense was the fact that practi~
cally all the state of Kemtucky would have been within the boundary
of the Confedersey, he@ the likelihood of her secesssion, which

3. John Fisks, The Civil War in the Mississippi Valley, 35.




would have been of insstimable walue to the Confedersoy.

From Cairo military operation could be directed ageinat the
border states of Missouri, Kentucky, anl Tennesses. Both parties
saw thess advantages and mede offorts to segurs control of the
Ohlo, :

Governor Yates, of Illinois, hed the foresight ¢ see the strat-
eglc adventages of Caire and bad 1% garrisoned as early as April 28,
286?,. Hence, the Union was fortumate in securing control of +the
commanding position in the Mississippi Valley. The converging cur-
rents of 50 many rivers, uniting at Cairv into one great stream, enw
abled the Pederal Coverpment to collect a flotille of sun-boats,
whieh sesrehed out all the navigeble am? The gun-boats prepar-
ed by the Federal Covernment to do this work comsisted of twelve, |
seven of vhieh were iron~cled. This flotille carried 143 guns, some
t4~pounders, scos 3SZ-pounders, snd soms 7-inech rifled-guns usiang 80
pound ahﬂlh?

Incidentally, the strugegle for control of the Temessee, Cunbere
land, Ohio, end Mlssiasippi rivers In the weaztern theatre of the war
was comparable to the struggle in the eastern theatre for control of
the Kanawha, Potomac, James, and Happshannock rivers. The Reppehan-
nook, situated gbout half way betwesen the two Capitals, Richmond and
Washington, long remeinsd the line of defense of both Federals and

4+ %Williem Conant Church, Ulysses S. Grani, 80.
Be William Preston Johuston, The Life of General Albert Sidmey John~
‘ﬁ% » 313.

6. Jefferson Davis, The Rise snd Fall of the Confederate Govermment,25.




mﬁamtuz but a3 hes previously beex intimsted there was & decid~
ed contrast in the funetions theso two river systems were destined to
play in this grest drama of wer. The short rivers of the sast, with
an east and west course and practioally no mevigubility, served only
as berriers to ean inwveding amy, while the western rivers, by reason

of their size, course, and navigability, played en importent rle as
8

highways for cosmunieation into the heart of the Confederacy.

‘Another important Zfactor that confronted both the Federuls and
Confederates during the embryonic stage of the war was securing the
aid of the border states of Missouri, Xentueky, Virginie, and Meryland
At first there vas a strong sentiment in sach of these states towsrd
the Confedermey, bul geogrsphic and political factors, mingled with the
foree of arms, eveatually forved three of those sintes and s part of
the fourth to &lly with the Union. However, in order to prevent these
states from seceding, i% took s struggle commingled with both diplomacy
and force. It was diplomecy that played the greater part in Haeryland
snd Xenbtuocky, geographioal influsnces in Virginia, end foree in kisse
curi. The diplomatic move of Governor Hicks of Marylend in convening
the State lepislature st Frederick City, s town where Unlon sentiment
dominated, instesd of Baltimore, where Southern sentiment was sivong,
perhaps, prevented that body from eslling a convention to adopt an

7. Ellsa Churchill Semple, Amsrican History and its Geogrephie Condi-
tions, 201.

8. Ibide, 300.
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ordinance of secession. Secondary to the diplomatic mansuvers of

Govermor Hicks wag the geographiz location of the state. Deing 16-
cated so nesr the Potomse River it offered a thoroughfere for the
Federal trcoops to defend the national capitol, thus causing the state
$o be occupled by Federal forces securing the possession of Chesespenke
Bni? The geographical loecation of Virginte presented conflicting
interests between the easiern lowlands and western highlanda of thst
state, These diffarent interests prompted the scheme of separation
that oulminated in the creation of the nsw state of Weat Virginia in
3.86}. from the loysl portion of ’é’irg;lnii%
Missouri eand Kentucky held the sams strategic value to the weste
ern theatre as did Haryland and Virginia in the eastern theatre. The
Missouri Compromise in 1820 permitted slavery in the State of Missouri.
During these two score years the southern sand cuntral part of the state
had become thoroughly saturated with the Iinstitutions and idsas of Sou-
thern sristocracy. This, together with her geogfaphical lines of ine
tercourse with the Gull States, csused her %o be in spmpathy with the
Confederacy. In the struggle for comtrol of this state the Union lead-
ers proved to be the better diplomats, and after a drief olvil confliet,
lasting only e few months Missouri was secured to the Unien 2ide. Kene
tucky, like Missouri, by reason of her soil, climate, and industrial

system, was tolerant toward the South. Her geogrsphieal location plac-

2., Jumes Forad Bhodes, History of the United States, 1850-1888, II1I,
2766,

10, Semple, 929. mu, 280

11. Ibid., 289.




ed her between the Confederacy and the Union. The Tennessee and the
Cumberland rivera traversed 1ts territory and offered avenues for an
offensive campaign into the heart of the Confederacy. Therefore, it
preosented a strategic area that was of vital importance Yo both sides,
Due to her location and even dalance of northern and southern sympa~
thizers in the State, ber attitude of declared neutrality was logisal,
but both sides soom disregarded her neutrality and masde efforts
gain possession of the mtate., Here again diplomaey played an import-
ant role., FPresidént lincoln guided the Unlon movement in the state,
and the result was that the Pro-Union hgiala%m placed the staie ou
the Union ai&%?

Having failed in their efforts to sscure the border states of
Hisgsourl and XKentueky, and also falling to gain the Ohioc River as m
first line of defense, the Confederscy now located thelr defensive line
in the western theatre from Columbus, Kentucky, on the Mississippi Ri-
vor southeastward tn Dover ‘am‘i Clarkaville, anéd morthesstwerd to Bowle
ing Green, Kentusky, and a bit southeastward from Bowling Creen to Cum-
berland Cap. This presented sn irregular line of over thres hundred
miles in length. However, as will be seen later, the grester part of
the Confederais forces were concentraied on the western part of this
line from Columbus to Bowling Green. This entire line possessed four
strategie pointa, Columbus, Far%# Henry and Donslson, Bowling,Green,eand
Cumberland Gep, that would protect the heart of the caafaﬁm from an

124 ms' %‘O ait" 2?9.



inmsion of the Feﬁez;al forces, provided each of these stronghelds
could be held. If one of the four should fall, the others would
be in grest danger of a Federal flanking sttack, and probably would
have to be &%@ﬂ&%ﬂl?

Columbua was one of the few positions capadble of effective dow
#ense on the Misslssippi River, havirg the adventages of being enly
elghteen miles from Calro, ths stromghold of the Union forces, and
of rall conmsetion with Nowling CGreens Genersl Polk referred to
i1t ss the "Gibralter of the 'é’msté& Colng from west o east the nexd
strategic point in this line wee at Forts Hemry und Douelson on the
Tennessee and Curberland rivers, sboul ¢$welve miles spert. These
forta were of great imporianes to the Confederscy, for ebould they
fal) the Federals could easily penstrate deep into the interiocr of
the South by the way of the two rivers. Their fall would also glve
the Federal armies & chanoe for a flanking movement on aitw Coluume |
bus or Bowling Creen and foree thelr svacuation or mn&ar.

Eighty miles northsast of these forts wes the commanding paﬁ.ti#a
of Bowllng Green, Xentucky. This 2trateglec polnl is nsar the junce
ticn of two important railroads conmecting with KNashville and Nemphis.
It 18 the out~post to Nmeshville., It wes ihe “"Mansacaes of the w&st”fﬁ
If 1% were to fall Nashville would be in great danger, ani Columbus

and Ports Hemry and Donelson would be open to a flsuking sitsck. Cenw

13. 4 glance at a mep showing this line of defense will bear out this
atatensnt.

14, Church, Op. eit., 9C.

15. Rhﬁ&tﬂ, %‘ 9&- #4568,
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eral Johnston saw the importance of this place and concentrated
mogt of his forees there under his personal command. 4is had al-
ready been steted the grseter part of ihe Federsl and Confederate
forces were coantentrated on the 170 miles of this line from Colum-
bus to Bowliag Green, however, there was one other important point
that was of strategic value to both forees. This point was Cume
berland Gap, Tennsssee. This position gave access to the valley
of Fast Tennsssee and protected the cent$ral part of the defense line
from flanking ettacks. Hencs, it can readily be seen that the se-
curity of the sbove naned four strong points was closely ralated.

then Cemsrsl Aldbert Sidney Johuston took commaend of the Confed-
erate forces in the West, (September 10, 1861) and began forming his
defensive 1ine, he had to consider the geography of the diatrict,the
politieal camplexity of its population, and the disposition and strength
of the opposing fmif The first and third of these considerations
were logical, since Columbus commended the lower Mississippi and Forta
Henry and Donelson prevented an advance wup the Tennessee and Cumber-
land, and Bowiing Green protected the raillway system leading into the
Conlfaderacy, and Curberlsnd Gap prevesied a Unlon advance into Eastern
Tennessee; and zince the greater part of the Federal forses was conAaE~ |
trated pesr the strong points of Columbus and Bowling Grsen. The 1
secoad consideration was of a very complex naturs and rogquired diploe

matic menwuvers which, apparently, the Confedsrates did not use., Fhen

16. Johnston, Op. sis., 312,
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General Buckner occupled Bowling Creen he expecied the Secession sen-
timent of Kentueky %o rally %o his support, but instead of securing
the support of the populsee in this vieinity (Bowling CGreen, Kentucky,
is ghout 28 miles from the Tennessee State Line) it eaused the Union
sentiment to zrow stronger and was a potent tactor in ceusing Kentuoky
$o sbandon her neutrality, September 28, 185%:} A fow days prior to
the oecupation of Bowling Green (September 19, 1861) Ceneral Zollicof-
far sdvanced to Cumberland Ford in southsastern Fentucky with sbout
4,000 men, The Union sentiment in this pert of the State, and in Emst-
orn Tenr#ssee, was sirong =ad Follicoffer's presence only aggra?atsd
this sentiment. Instead of winning Kemtuoky for the Confsderacy,these
movaments were probably responsible for her golng over %o the Union side.
Stmiler considerations played an important rele in the dis;aml
of the Federal foreces in the Weat, The protection of Unionisis in
Mimsouri and Lmst Tcnmnessee, the helding of Fentucky, and securing the
strategie p@inta that commanded the rivers and railrvoad centers, wers
gll of vital interest to the success of an invading amy. Due to
these considerations one smmy under General M, with myamrtau
at Iﬂﬂia?ille, Kentucky, had for its object the exelusion of the Con-
federatea from central Tennessee and the occupation of EZast Tonnessee.
Another army under Cenersl Grant, with headquarters at (aire, Illi-
nois, essayesd the opening of the Mississippi, the Cumberland =nd Tennos-
sees rivers from the north. S311l snother sy under Ceneral Hslleek,

17. Johuston, %& eis., 3510, 318, 3561.
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with headquarters at Saint louis, was {0 occupy the lower Mississippi
and to try %o join hands with the upper fnreoslf Thus was the situn-
tion of affairs in the western theatre in the late fall of 1861.

~ The firat occasion on which the two forces measured arms with
real purpose in the West was on the 10th of iugust, 1881, at the bat-
tle of Wilson Creek near Springfield, Missouri. Here a forece of
about 6,000 Federal troops under Ueneral Lyon met a similar forece of
Confederates under Gemeral MeCulloch., During this affray Genersl Ly-
on was killed and the Federals forced to retreat, hence a dscisive (-

federate victory. Soon after #his victory Gemersl Price, with a

- force of sbout 5,000 men, moved upon Lexington, Missouri, his old

home. Before he arrived at Lexingion his foree had increased to
12,000 mi? Colonel Mulligan, with 3,500 men, prepared to defend
lexington. Price attacked the fortifieations, and after a few days
Mulligan surrendered the gsrrison on September 20, 1861, However,
Price soon retreated back o Springfisld.

The next and last battle fought in the western theaire in the
year 1861 was the battle of Belmont, Missourl, November 7th. Here
General Grant, with a foree of about 3,000 men and two gun~-boats, at~
tacked the Confederate forces, who were reinforced from the strong
fort at Columbus just on the opposite side of the river., This battle
onded with a complete rout of the Federal troopa; Crant barely escap-
ing espture. However, Grant is given credit for accomplishing the
i8. Edward Channing, A History of the United States, 6, 450-458,

18. This great sapport given Price is gulte a wntraat to the support
given Buckner and Zollicoffer when they marched inte Kentucky.
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purpose of his attack, since it is said that the purpose wes to pre-
vent the reinforcement of Price's army in Missouri from Colusbus, I

is interesting to note that the three engagements in the western

theatre in the year 1861 took place in the state of Missouri,

In order to protsct the friendly slement in Zeetern Tennesasee
and Emstern Kentucky, to eurtall the Unlionist sentiment, snd to pro-
tect the great salt works and lead mines of southwestern Virginia, a
foree of about 3,000 men under the ecommand of Ceneral Marshall merche
ed to Prestonburg, Kentucky, in November m&}fc On January 10, 1862,
Colonel Garfisld attacked General Marshall'a forces,and. after a bdrief
engagenent both forees withdrew a distanes of several miles; Marshall
gradually withdrawing to Cumberland Cad.

The mext, and the first battle in the West that gave the Federasl
armies a decisive victory, was the battle of Mill Springs, EKentucky,
Japuary 18, 1862. Here General Thomas won 2 complete victory over the
Confederate forces cormanded by Gesneral Zollicoffer; Zollicoffer beinz
killed in the battle. It is assumed that General Zollicoffer, in mak-
ing prepsrations for an aitack, made a mistake in erossing to the right
bank of the Cumberland snd not retiring to the left bank when ordered
to do soc by his superior officer, Gemeral Grittenﬂanfl whsreas if he
had occupied the right dbank his force and supplies would have besen save

ed in case of defeat., As it was, the rise in the river prevented the

20. Battles snd Leaders of the §ivil War, 393.
21. Davis, Op. cit. 1B-23.



removal of supplies. This batitle had for its prize the atrategic
point of Cumberland Gap, opening the way for Union advance into East
Tennesses and flanking .Tom;n's pogition at Bowling Gresen. Hows
ever, Thomas 414 not pursue the Confederates. He was recalled by
General Buell, who was concentrating his forces against Bowling Green.
Genaral Crittenden’s forces retreated io Cheatnut Mound, }Temsm,
about sixty miles east of Nashrille., This was a great blow to the
Confederacy, since the idol of Temnessee, General Zollicoffer, was
killed; and now the Uniom forces could concentrate their efforts on
Bowling Green, Foris Heary and Dopelson, and Columbus.

As has been seen very 1little was accomplished in the way of of-
fensive warfure in the western theatre during the year of 1861. I%
was in the East shere the United States bhad massed its armies and
thither had flocked Southern manhood, who had sprung to arms at the
firat bugles oall in the conflict. The situation in the West had been
left largely to such protection ss EKentucky's neutrality could give,
but when her nentrality was broken the situation demanded two large
foreces to protect the vital interests in this theatre. Kt the begin-
ning of 1862 the Union army had suffiecient forces o begin an offen-
sive campaign in the West, and sinoe Kentucky had cast her lot with
the Union, the time weaa ripe for a forward movement uwpon some point
of the Confederate line, Just where this movement should begin was
a question that, spparently, was hard for the Federal commanders to
agree upon. President Lincoln suggested a simultaneous attack at
different points, while Cemersl MeClellan wished Cenersl Buell to




W. H. FITZGERALD
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{ Mornson,( /Willlam}rR.,(IB24)
“An Amerlcan Congressman and politician, borm in Monroe County,Ill,
Private in an Illinois volunteer regiment in the Mexican War,and
participated in most of the baltles of Tayhor's campaign. At the
outbreak of the Civil War he organized and became colonel of the:
Forty~ninth Illinois Infantry, serving in that capacity until De-
cember, I863, when he resigned to take his seat in the Thirtye
eights Congress. In I885 Morrison was defeated for election to
the United States Senate by John A. Logan by one vote, and in the
following year was defeated for re-~election to the House. He was
appointed by President Cleveland a member of the Interstate Come -
merce Commission in 1887, and served until 1897, fir the last
8ix years as chairman,
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Strike in East Tennsssee, Gepmersl Buell suggested that his forces
should move on Bowling Oreen snd Nashville and that at the same time
Genersl Halleck,with 20,000 men and the irom-olad flest move up the
Cumberlsnd and Temnsssee rivers. Gemeral Hallsck did not favor
eith;nr plan but wented the greater part of Busll's army placed under
his commend 30 that he would have a force of about 60,000 menr for s
movement up the Cumberland Biwzfz chner, without orders from Gene
eral McClellan, without any arrangementa with Genersl Buell for re-
inforeements, and without any plans for a simmlsameous movement of
Buell's srmy, on the 30th of January, 1862, he ordered Genersl Grant,

23
with 15,000 men and a fleet of gun-boats to eepturs Fort Henry.

22. Hatthew Forney Steels, American _;,Q‘?i,/ S5
23. John Codmnn Ropes, The Story of the Cl War, Part 2, 4.




CHAPTER TwWO
FORT Hamw, (TBiEsSEK).

On May 10, 1881, Hre ??%%%mﬁagxmg
Gs Harris, of the Stats of Tennessee, bogan siyveys nsay lLover, Ten=
neasee, and under his directlon the water batleries at Fork Donecleon
were locat#d. Shortly afterwerd, anderson and his perty went over
+o the Tennesses Hiver and there loosted the site for the proposed
ggwggaegvgggwguﬂwgg%

gﬁgwg
Yajor {aftervards Cenexsl) Bushrod Jobh

neon was sppointed Chief
ingineer of the Airmy of Tembessee ol iay 28 and sssumed chavge of the
construetion of the fortifientions on the Tenmwsses and Cunberland lii=
vers. lnder his direetion Fort lieary wus built five miles further
domn the river than the site wvhich inderson had selected and tesr

3
riments old landing. dork wes bemm hy the Tenth Tennessee M

on Friday, June 14, 1881. The »ﬂnﬁn mﬁgﬁgg and fired with
blank eartridee on Friday, w&g

l. Iromfielsd L. Ridley, W«wﬁu&gaﬁa%ﬁ&gﬁf
65, "r. inderson, st that time, was recsiwer of the idpefield and

Heutucky railroad, running from Hashville %o Cuthrie, Fy., and uas
goug%ﬁg@gn»@&wgwgg%%g AS
chief suginser, ho had located and built under thuwe sepurate cor«
povations the sntire line of railroed from Cuthivie, Ky., southwardly
to the state line of Alshemm, gg?&ﬂuﬁg&gaﬁ
tiw Loutaville and gﬁa reilrond syston..

2. Ibid., 66, aﬁog«gaﬂﬁgmﬁgg:gmﬁ
m@% @aggwgaﬁggﬁﬁ?ﬁgwagm@g%ﬁ%
uggﬁag fow niles from the mouth.

3. Ibld., 65.

L Mmgﬁvmmwi

————



5
Johnaton seys that, sometime defare Ceneral Dushrod Johnson

locsted the site of Fort Heary, Covernor Harris of Tenuessee sant
General Laniel L. Donelpon %o selest locations for Forts lenry end
Donuzlson. “Ceoneral Lonslscn wished o bulld a fort in  Hentucky, on
better ground; but, under the Governcr's orders, sdopted the site
at Fort Heary s the best in Temnesses near the Sentueky line, and
booguee of the convealence Tor mutunl suppord between it and Fort
lonulison. These looations ave sald %o have besn approved by Cenw
eral Bushrod B, Jobnson, ulsc.”

4t this point it is fitting %o note thal both Forts fenry and
Lonzleon were lafd out and work sterded onu the latier pricr to the
segeding of ihe State of Tewessee Itvom the Unlon. Tenuossee ao~
ceded on June O, 16881, being the lnszt state to sever eonnection with
the Union. This amucemly meeds oxplanation.

The Censral issenbly of Temwessee on January 10, 1Bal, passed s
bill eallisg for an elsciion, %0 be held on Februsry Hth, %o elsct do-
lsgates 0 & Jtate Conwention. The delegutes to the Conwention were
o dedermine whel shwuld be the relation of Tesnessee % the Unlon.
he ssow session of the essemdly, sciing on the recommendstion of Gove
ernor Harris, paseed & L1l to form “all shite male inhabitanis betwean
the sges of efghtesn and forty-fiw into compenies, regiments, Lrig-

8
ades, and divisions,” ete. The ganarel election defented, by =a

Se #illisn Preston Johnaton, The Iife of General ilbert Sidney Johnston,
407.
8 Coodapeed Fudlishing Co., History of Tenmnesses, 515.



majority of perhaps 80,000, the attempt to hold the ccuwenition,
“his was considered s great Unton vietory.

Imwdigtely after the fall of s the Oeoretary of Har at
tieshington ealled on Governor Huvris for two regiments of militie

for
g
lowing reply:

lsmediate scrvics. In respones, Covernor MHeyris sent the fole

Exsputive Departmsnt, Hashville, Tenn.
April 17, l88l.

iashington, De Cs
STR:

Your dlepateh of the 15th inst. informing me thet Tenues
uaaxmmmmmuetmntawmm;wmw
is revgeived. Tennonsee will not furnish s single man for pure
poses of coercion, but 50,000, if secessary, for the defense of
mmmmezmmmm

Ishem G. Darris,
Governoy of Tonnessoe.
Tennosase for & long tioe dulunded herself with the wain bope
that & soutrel positicn might be possible, bub tws this was sn ine

possibility is shosn by %he ilster events in Keutucky. OCovermor barw
via was one of tiw fev who knew that wur was a cexiainty and there-
fore called & specisl session of the Copsral issembly for ipril 25,
1861, & secye: senslion was Meld, and on May 6%, o bill wes pessed
ealling for & reforendum to be held June Sth to ratify "i Declaration
jenee”, which would dissolve "ihe Federml Relatioss between

8
mswmwmmmmmmmﬁMwﬁ

7. Ibid., s17.
8. Ibid., 520-21. Text of the airticle Wﬁw the Declarntion.
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The socret sesaion aleo enacted a bill, which moade it the dutly
of thoe Gowe:

nor P40 ralse, orgnnlse and equip & provisiomsl foree

of volunbesrs for the dofenss of the Jtabs, o ovaslst of 55,000 volw
mm*’? The b1l insluded sil the provisions mecsosary for pute
ting an armyy in the field.

By virtue of the guthoplity given hiam by 3 Jolut resolution of
mwwgmmm, igsl, Cowmmor llsrris sppoinied e
aomaission of thares fto trvat wmith the ropresentaiives of The Confed-
arate Glgtes of Lorien. 48 a result a "Conwention between the State
of Temnesseo and the Confedarate ilebss of ineriea™ was conmmmmbed.
4 "filitary leage, offenalivwe and defonuive” wos Doroed oz the Vih
&?WWW%&MW&M&W&W%W
m&;ﬁ The vote in the Semate on the adopiion of ihe lespue
mas: ayos 14, nays §, abasnt and pod woting 5; while in the house
the wie was: m&,miﬁ,mmmﬁw&wﬁiﬁiﬁ?

iz
othor acta of the Cenorsl Assumbly by B yote of 60,000 to 47,000,

About thres seeks bdefure, MHay 17, the Confeldsresy had spproved

an act

to adeit Topmessee se soon o5 Dpossible, bub 4% wez the Jlst of July

Peasssd May 8, 1881. Toxt of irtdale on these pasges.
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From the foregolng it will be seen that the lesders in Temnossee
1 thet State to secede and to form ome of the first battle

grounds of the wnr and that they tuok steps to protect the State from
invasion. Oneof theiy steps was the beginning of Forts lenry and
lionolson by the provisionsl iray of Temessee.

The location of Yort lemry was subjeet %o much oriticiem. Some
of the eriticlans ore given Lere and attention glven to their valide
ity.

it survendered, ae.iﬁ ia an offielal report, duted Fehruary 18, maz.

To understand properly the dirficulties of my position 1t i
right that I should explain fully the unfortunaste location of Fort
Honry in reference %W reslstance by & small foree sgainst an atteck
by iand cowoporating with the gumehoats, se well as 1ts dlsadvant-
a@ainm&nenw:%hmum The entire fort, to-
gother with the entrenched camp spoken of, is enfiladed from three
or four points on the W&M shore, while three points on the
castern bank complstely comsand them both, all at sasy cannoh yenpge.
At the smoe time the emtrenched camp, arrenged as it was in the beet
poasible manner o meet the ense, was tuo-thirds of 1t complstely
under the control of the fire of the gun~boste. The history of
ailitary engineering records no perallel to this cass. Folats withe
in a fow miles of 1%, possossing great cdvanteges and fow dlssdvante
eges, were totally negleoted, sné s logation fixed upon without one
redecning fonture or filling one of the meny requiresentz of & site
for a werk such as Fort iemry. mamrk itself was well bullt; i#
was camploted long dbefore I m QORI '
by myeelf in bullding esbrasure ; ;
mwm%wtmmmﬁmm in obtainiog the ol
vantage of high walter, as sme the caosd, %o have complete and entire
oontrel of the position.

I an guilty of no act of injustiee in this frank avowsl of the
opinton entertained by mysel?f, as =8ll as by all other ofTloers vwho

i3. mras of the mn and Confeder
% - Hersimafter reforred to as Offic:
w Oftisisl




have become femiliar with the location of Fort Henry; nor do

I deaire the dofeats of loscatlion to have an uniue influence in
direeting public opintén in relation to the battle of the 6th

inatant. The fort was bullt when I took gharge, snd I had no
$imp to bulld anew,

Hilton Ae Heynes, lLisutenant-Colonsl of Artillery, in su 6ffietal
' 14

Tepors, dsted Herch 28, 1882, spid:

Fort Henyy was of nevosalily cospelled $o surrender; if not
to $he gun-boates, certalnly b0 Cenorsl Grant's investing army.
‘The fault was in its looatlion, not in its defendars.

Captain Jease Taylor, C. ii; 4ey who arrived at Fort lienry early
18 o
in Septeamber, 1881, sald:

Arriving at the fort, I wes convinced by a glance et its sur-
roundings that sxtrsordinary bad judgment, or worse, had selested
the site for its ervection. I found it placed on the esst benk of
the rivor, In & bottom commended by high hills srising on either
amatmmm,wﬁﬁhua@ﬁﬁmms This ¢ireum-

srted to the proper militery suthorities of
the ;state at z»mtmm, who replied that the seleviion had been
made by competent engizcers and with referente $o mutual suppord
with Fort Domeleson on the Cumberiand, twelve miles avayi.cese

& recent visit by the suthor to the site of Fort Henmry confirms

the eriticians glven Just above, and the best resson for plasing Fort
s
Henry whore it wes is giwven by Jolmston:

The governing considerations were evidently politiesl rether
than strategie, ond depended more on gsogruphy than topogprsphy.

Reports of defeated officers should be viewsd oritically, but the
facts bear them out that Yort Henry wee untensble both from the waber

and maa‘e. The deslire to mﬂitrawutmm Tenneases Hiver
m&ﬁ 1‘ 147,

4. : Hon ',;._.
15, Datiies sns eedscs of the WL far, 1. 30-360.
18. Johnston, Op. gik., &0n,

S



as meer the Kentusky Line as posaible directed the ehoosing of the
aitafar?m%w;

Though, as mentioned abovs, wor: had been done st Fort Henry
prior to 3%13.3'12, m&,mﬁmw, 1’§'me$&§ into fight-

ing ahape until slmnet the time when the major engagesent took place.

mmammm@mmmmmoxw
lioe 2, vhich included Tennessee, on September 10, m,
Lajor-General Folk. It was under Johnston's orders that Fort tenry
wes completed. On September 15, Uolomel 5. He Johnson, Colomel of
At Port Senry, on Tennesace River, m is & good inelosed
work with bastion !m%s mnnsmg 8 S8~pounders and 2 1lepounde
ers, requiring 1,000 men to men it. |
Sarly 1n Covober, 1861 Ganeral Johnston sent Lisutenant Dizon |

» Peported that:

to examine Forts Henry snd Domelson. e peported that Fort Henry was
20 , ,
almost complete: that it

me bullt, not at the most famle w;t&w, but that 1t wan

s stropg work, ond instead of shendoning it end building at sxother
place, ho advised that %Whﬁmia% snd other works
sopatructed on the high lands just ebove the fort on the opposite

Brigedier-Oemeral Ce F, Smith, Us Ss 4., 18 @ Toport dated Ootober

21
10, 1881, %ells of = trip nede by thw gsun-bost Comes

17. Offislel Resords, Series Series }., & 405,
‘ ;E.’ #33:

£ tho Unica wmam series 1
tm%a gmmimig:

T



neases Hiver to Fort Henmry to iavestisnte the situation there. The
commander of the gm-hout deseribed Ford Henry,

a8 u respentable serthwork, mounting heavy guns, uwawcﬁueuwu
and a garrison of prodmbly 1,700 to 1,800 men.

Smith, from other informmtion, satimated the numbdber of guns as 20
and the muber of the garvison as 2,000, Uolonel 4. Helman, in come
mand at Yort Homyy at the tioe, mentionsd the visit in & report of the

22

l4th of Gotober, The eppesranve of the gum~boat threw a seare over

the garrison, which prepaved to defend i%self. Ihe wessel, however,
aid not oore within renge of the fort's puns and shortly retired.

The following report fram Colonel Helmmn tells of the situation

5
at Fort Jenry in the middle of Uetober: ,
FORT HERY, TESES0UF RIVE,
Datchey 18, 1361.

Hejor-Cenaral Polk:

8IR: I beg leaws o submit the following repord, %o whioh I
wost respectfully eall the pensral's sttention:

wﬁnmﬁﬁwﬁﬁgﬁmggﬁ»g@ﬂg%g
ebout 1 mile north of the offest in the bhowndsry lins of the Shele
gnggwgggg It {8 0 ailss below Denvilie, where
the tiemphis, loulavills and Nashville Heilroad srosses the Temnesces,
end 60 miles sbove Poduseh. The river at thie point is 1,200 fest
wide. nﬂwﬂagmﬁ&ﬁ {ncloaing an ores of 8 listle over O
sores. ‘Thoe 4itch surroun ﬁmﬁ»&ﬁgmﬁﬁmg%%ﬁﬁg
ape depth of 10 feet, gﬁm&g% of & peyaped from the Hot=
tom of the 4tteh about 18 fest., The line of parspet is 2,270 fest.

Its sroement ¢ s at presest of six 3Z-pounderz, twe 12
pounders, and gw @sgau field plece,

2. 1, 4, &,
ﬁa%g%w.

\ I
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mmmmwmuamsmsmmlwmm
island and the bank, shieh Is a &istunee of aboud 1 miles. hould
amwmammmmmmmmmw, this gun
would bave & very uncerdsin ronge.

 The beed of the island is 1; miles from the fort. The island
iz 1 eile in length and sbout 380 feet in width, and is lwevily
tizberet. The charndl fe WO fewt in width. The cshute between
the islaod sud the Hentuaky ahore is ot availsble except the river
is very bigh.

The wailey in which the fort is situsted is parsilsl with the
river, sbout ¥ miles in length and fyem § %o 1; miles in breadth,
&WMW@&%MM%M&%W,MWV&M?

The hills cn the east outlying this wvalley heve a steop aoe
olivity W 2 helghé of 80 to 150 feet in R horisontsl distance of
A0C Teat. These hills are mpume from a dividing »idge distant from
the bdank of the river from 33 to 8 miles., “Thie rides is ebout 350
fest shove Jov weter, and divides the webers of the Tenoessce Irom
thea Curberland River.

The hills of the grestest elewation fronting upon tis river are
south of the fort sbout J miles snd dlstant from the rFiver about 1
mile. Too hills within 1; miles from the fort attsfn the height of
220 foet above the orest of the perupet, hut owimg to the heaviness
of the timbor betwean them sl the fort, they asm be of lidttle ade
vantage o an enemy.

There ia also & ridge sortheest of the fort, sbout 3,000 feet
disten%, with an clevetion of 60 feot sbowe the paympet, which
furnishes s effective banis of opeyantions if the fort should be
astacked by land forees. Frog low-wator smark to hiph-water smark
is about 56 feet; the riss of wnter from an average stape to bigh-
water oork 15 44 feet.

A% bigh steges of the river the water backs wp into Pantier
Creek on the morth and loat Opeek on the south B miles, eud at
this atage the loway part of the fort is not free from over-flow,
belng 7 feet 4 ifnches lower then the highest part. The lesding
mmmummﬁmmmnaaammms&m,
; nily Joosted on the swamits of the ridges, are grave
: erally very good.




Tais 18 the topogruphy srownd the for: on $ho oast bonk
{Yemesses pide) of the river.

On the west benk of the river {Hentusky aide) he valley
mmmwmwmmm,mma@m
from the fort, and to the southwerd enly sbout 12 miles.

The hilis cublying mswmammmﬁwr
at the south only 80 ynwis, just opposite Uw fort only V0
yards, and thenge yveoede w& goreral dstante of 7 %o 1 mile.

The kill abutting on the river on the mouth side of the
fort and on the west bank is distant fyrem the fort 1,500 yards
and &% 170 feet mbove the grest of the pavepel. icroces the sum-
s of this hill rums the dividing line belween Toancsses and
Kontuoky. asbout £ of s »ile north of this hill and bbout )
mile fyom snd impediately opposite the fort, is a hill 250 feet
sbove $ho ovest of the parmpet, from shich a mpur projects to a
distance of 3,000 fest from the fort, wiih su clevation of 8O
foet, mnioch from iis flanking posltion and the pature of the
ground, may be easily fortified.

Theae hilly I consider the really dasngerous points, and
proper batterios pleced on them will certainly covsand the fort.

Shonld the smmmy sttenpt an invasion of the State by aseenddng
simaltancously the Cuxborlend and Tennessee Hivers with & lsres
foree, these points, being within 20 miles of the railrced lead-
mmwmnsmammwm,mmmmﬁ
by our tvoops in opder 0 maintein our position heve.

I have st preczent for the defenme of this foxd ny ocwn regiment
sith an agcregate of 6520, Captaln Taylor*s compeny of artlillery,
with an agevesmte of 50 men. I bhave »epestedly veguosted thnt
mwarwnmmmmwsmmw In
its present condition there are not men enougk $o work all the
gams ot the same iime and o properly am the fort. Four 18-
pounders are neecsery in sddition to guns noy bere, particularly
4F ve hawe to defond 1t agninst the lend fovus.

ihethey & gun-~bont San pass Fort Hsnry depends gresilly upon the
sicill and sfficistey of our guuners. 4 boad ooming within the
range of aur guns 1 miles below the fors will get out of thelr
range as S0On 55 it passes the ford, a5 nono of our guns have &
rangs up the river; their range, too, is wnreasomably short for
S2epounders, vhich sust be caused by infsriority of ponder, and




porheps by the bells having toe mach wisdage.

Itmw*aw%ﬂ@aﬁmmmwiﬁgmm,
$vo hours' run will teke tive to Denville, ond thoxe Lo nothing
o prowent the destruetion of the rxilvasd bhridpe.

sgain I beg leave to eall the sttontion of the genersl % the
ndispensable necoasity of haviag a compeony of envelry st thia
posat *wmpmazmmmmwmmmuw
#rb at Danville, to ot as picketz and sovuts in every direction
fron Ford Bepwy, that we ony be spomalsed by the enemy*s eppromch
either by land o water, and to cosmuniante between this post and
Port Doneisol.

& - .3 ] » % -
Yary respectifully, your Mm& nm,

He yﬁmt v
Colonel, Compsmnding

TN I gan s

h&m%%wm'mmﬁww
oydered Concrsl Folk as follows:2é

imeton dlreots me Yo say be wishes you to keep
& mm m ok the Tennesses River. IT possibls, fortify
opponite Fert Henyy, @omzﬁmmmwm
w.» It oxn be held with part of the pgarrison of Houry,
Ilevfonant Dixen, o is femilisr with the sountyy, will be
@mwmmmwmim Ho tise should be loat.

* = % e 2 % »

88 soGA as you are sble incresse the Porcs at Fort Henry and
the point opposite.

honor of tue eolonel comanding et Ford Hemry at the time. although
the importunte of maininining fortifleantion opposile Furt Henry was
verlised, the work progressed slowly. Tha woris there wers compala-
$ively M@sﬁﬁmt and played no part in the defense of Ford lerry.

Zée eﬁmxw :i,gﬁl‘




Ge 4o Henry, on Hovember l, 1861, visited the fort nsmed in

his honor end reported to Canernl Johnaton

*Fort Henry is in o fine condition for o defense, the m
admirably done, o8 Hajor Gilmer thinke and the firet regiment
under Colonsl Helman, the Tenth Temnnessee, mmzxmwm
in servicel

On Hovepher B8%h, 1861, Cenoral C. F, Salth, in an official

ropors, deseribed Fort Henry, saylng that of the wrks on the Tone
20
passee snd Cumberlasnd Bivers:

The more impordant is Fort Henry, 71 miles up the Tenneasso
Juast ot the State Line, It is o strong earth work, on the weter
front, but not mearly so strong on the lend side. It has three
24 or 32 pounders, one or twd S«<inch columbilads, and ¥ remsinder
of the field pguns, in sll from 14 o 18; Lts gerrison waa two
weoks sinoe 1,200, They have been under apprehension of attack
from here Paducah for the pest two weeka.

Some 8 miles above Fort Hemyy the enemy had been for the past
mmwswmﬁwrmummmm
gansboats. This fort ie an ohatacle to owr gun-boats provesding
t0 ook after such worlk,

I sont an intelligent porson to ace vhat progress bad been
made on these gun-bomts, bul he was ceptured. It is my only
weak point {this river), made s0 by the ume of gun-boats.

The iUnton gererals wers serly swere of the ifmportence of taking
both forts Henry and Donelson asnd wore resmthably well informed of
the situation at ench.
at olusbus and Hopkinaville, Kemtueky, was on Hovember 17, 1861, told

R, Who had been placed in comumnd
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secasBpair to the Cusberland, snd sscume comuand of Forts
Donelson end Henry and thelr defenses snd the defenses of the
intermedinte country. You will push forsard the completion
of the works and thelr ermement with the utmost aotivity ceoes

Just after Tilghmen scsuwd command of Forts lienry ani [onelw
- 28
son, Gemeral Jolmaton on November 2lst ordered:
lieutenant Dizon to jay out a fleld-work on the comand
ground opposite Forts Henrys mﬁm%%h&wmmg
that, "these sorks should mot be stopped.”
He urged that the work be pushed to completion.
tiorthern slabama, snd ississippl. This faot was not sppreciated

by the inhabit:nts of these regions, for to them the war was something

resnte and unfelt. In apite of apeals from the suthorities of Tenw
nessee snd ilabams for slave labor to complete the fortifications,
whilch would protect theae states from en invesion by & gun-boat fleek,
the »esponse was moager. Five thousand labovers were meeded, and
only 200 were sotured. It wes early ia Jemuary, 1868, when an ine

The spathy of this seetion wae also 1llustreted by the falluwre
to construet & fleot to contest the control of the Tennessee River. i
feeble attempt was made, as above atated, %o comsirust gun-boats, but
they wers started too late and never complated.

The intereat of the FPederals in Fort lenry was egnin demonstrated
on January 7¢h, 1662, when the Concatogn went up the Temesseo to the
roported the river

Tennessee State Idne. At thed time the comaandex

g8, Johnston, Ope ﬁ&a « 2416,
E‘bﬁ‘ Ibéél'
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to be at asuck n low stage as to be barely suffieient to float

kis boat, whioch drew five foet and four inehes. He also ztated,
30
"Fort Henry I bhave exanined and the work is rformideble.®

mmmmmmxm@_@Mae@mm
at Fort Henry, at a dlatance of 8 ﬁim, ﬁ.%ﬂt sfmt;&
nsﬁnwgm*smmmmmmumwa
enemy, the construciion at Fort Helman Iam fion, James L. Sgunde
exs wrote to Colonsl unford, side to Gencrel Johnston, on Jenuary

b4
17, 1888, as follows:

ville, Janusry 17, 188E.
Doay 818

I e jJust starting for Fort Heiman, oppoaite fort Hemry,
where I have been for some time. I was sent for mamunition and
aguipments (which I heve obtainedj, as none of the officers ceuld
be spured.

Yo sarried a large negro foree down. They hawe literally

done mothing, for mwent of the entremchumenis beling lald off reedy o

cormence WOrk a8 008 o8 the shelters wore made. “hen the oangi-

jmptain Hayden, mas urged to his work, the answer was that
General Tilghman on the 38 or 4% of Jammry, advisisg hin that
loborers were then in Sransitu from North slsbems. The general
m%?m%y@mnaﬁMﬁm,mzhn.
mﬁmm;mmnaawssmmm@wmmmm

anything ar tﬁemﬁtﬂm of the fort. 411 aid conmnr in the
e:gxiaim that a milm ﬁa osoupy the helights would be eguiwnlent

L & % % % k2 &

Hurriedly, your friend,
Jums Le Seunders.

G 2 # 5 # ¥ * %

%. offietsl Fssords (Hsvies) Seriss 1, Z2, 485-c.
3. %&. 807,
32, Ibif., 423-4.




4 fow days later he wired Fope telling him to “"urge upon Censre
al Tilghman the necossity of fmuediate attentdon to the disoipline
and instruction of his eomwnd®s 4 similar wire went to Tilghmen
on Jamumry m? This was altor the defeat ot MI1l %‘awim.%ma

Johnaton was spprehenaive of & cemter attack on his main frent,

Johnston wes correct in his asswpiton that an attack would be
meds. Grent bad, as sarly me Jamary 6th, ssked permission of Halleck,

wiho was the commanding Wml of the irmy of the Sest and Orant's sup-

erior, %o m%ﬁm gmmmm thinking It would take
83,000 mon to accamplish the mrm@ in Junusyy 28, Grent :ims!
Helleck that, ".ith pemsission, I will take Ford illenry, on ihe Tonneasee

as
sod establish and bold a camp thevre”, The seme day, Flage Ufficer

mﬁ, ia e LT A

of the Zestern flsot, sant & similar dispsteh support~
b ]
ing Grant in his desive to take Port Henry. Un Jenuary 30th, Halleok
&
gave Orant authority to proosed from Cairo against Foxt Henry. TFor

two weoke prior to this time Tiliglwan feanred un attack on Fort Henry

33, 2Ibid., 424
3¢ Ibid.

S5 :
36,
37,
6.
bt

. Ibid., 121, 57E, 574.



beaause of repirta which informed him that s part of Cenernl amith's
forces wore in the nelghtorhood. imith's soouts ssoured valumble
information about the defenses of Henry and cawsed T{lghman to hasten
his preparations for sn attaeck. The fears of Johnston were thus
realized snd the loostlon of Fort ienry, the tardy preperation for doe
fonse, the rising of the river due %o the heavy rains, ae well as the
dotloieonoy in avane
results. Fort Henry was doooed.

mt and muwber of the defenders, predetermined the

Grant hed 17,000 troops at Ceiro and on February 2nd samt half of |
then up the Temmeases River under Cencrsl HeClornand, sccompanied by
saven gun~boats under Fleg-Officer Foote. Two days later YeClernand
dtsenbarked four miles below Fort Henry snd nemed his encarpment

fnlleek,. OCrant srrived the same day with a portion of his cosand,
having left C. F. Smith with a division at Peduosh. Camp iiplleck wan

ebout efight land miles fras For: lenry, so Crent atiempted to move his
tm&ammr@Mﬁmm@m&mmmaaMw that they
mugt mavreh. 4 shod from & long yange guan sent the {ransports back %o
their original position. Crent then went to Padugsh to bring up Smithis

wag nasigned to the left {west] bank with orders to take Fort Holman.

nen,

Grant, with the resginder of his amay, was o atteck Fort Henry &t 11:00
: : 41
A» Ue 0B the 8%, 1o conjuneiicon with e mun-bonta.

41, Grent, gp. git., 288-91.
Johnaton, ﬁn mn; AEPwE,
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The Unlon aysy wee optimistic in reserd %o vietory, snd it hed a
right %o be. (rmat's foree of 17,000 offective mep was slone sufe
ficlent to tale the fort, either by assenlt or sisge. In addition,
Foota's fleet, oscasisting of four nev iron-plsted gon~bosts and three
ol woden gun-bonts, mounting in all 61 gnos, could be gownted on to
bo of great ssuitance in the reduwiion of the fort.

To meet the Federal fores, Generel Tllghmen hed a much smaller
muber of twoops, mmwmmmmtug,mﬁmm

45
anothor as 2,7054.

at of the Fort the Confederates had yet
other meena of dofense of which 1ittle i» known, snd wmhich were more
fnteresting from their uniquenses than for their effectivensas.  Ome
of thess wers torpedoves, {(more sorreetly cslled mines) which were plac-
ed im the Fiver. sood desorides this danger ns tollomss

amm&tb, W&&rﬁm, ﬁmmwa—m&a ssens
*WMWW&M%W!MWW
the flotilla, whioch hed ell it could 4o to keep station, oven
with double suchors down snd full stoss . up. Next morning & new
danger sppeaved in the sheps of what looksd lllke o school of dead
pozpolises. These wore Confederate torpesdoes, wsshed fyom their
moorings. 48 it wes pow bLroed daylishs they were sll sucesesfully
avoided; and the ovems felt ae if they had woR the first roumd.

The Union 6fficers mere amard of the existence of the torpedoes

bofore the sattack, for Lieulesant Phelps of the Cones
‘ 485
in a roport of Jonuaxry 2lst and thought thet they were wmorked by

“mm mmv from the shove.
i Regords, Series 1, 7, ld0-and 145,

oge refers to them




THE PRONGED TORPEDO

Conaisted of a stout sheet iron cylinder, pointed at boeth ends,
about five snd a half feel long and oune foot in diameter. The iron
lever was three and a half feet long, and armed with prongs to catech
in the bottom of the boat. This lever was constructed to move the
iron-rod on inside of cylinder, thus acting upon the trigger of the

lock %o explode the cap and fire the powder. The machine was anchored,

presenting the pronge in such a way that boats going down siream should
slide over them, but those coming up should cateh.

A - iron-rod armed with prongs to fasten upon bottom of boats
going up stream and set upon. B = A lever connected with frigger to
explode a cap and ignite powder. C - canvass filled with seventy
pounds of powder. D - anchors to hold torpedoes in place.

The torpede shown above was of the type probably used at Fort
Henry. Confederate torpedoes destroyed or seriously injured forty
Federal wvessels during the war,but none of the torpedoes placed in
the Tennessee and Cumberland Rivers were effective., Twelve torpedoes
were sunk in the chute, at the foot of Panther Island.

1. Illustration and explanatory matter tsken from The Confederate
Soldier in the Civil War, edited by Ben LaBree, 439.
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he rising water not only washed tho torpsdoss umay and reliev-
s flotillas of thatl dapgor bt ectually threadened the fors. The

waber atood two foot deap in the lower =m
45

attaoked and was stoedlly rising. Io vepard to the water Tilghman
47

snid oftor the fort swrrendersd:

gneing vhen the ford mus

The elaments wveon vere agslrst us, and Lnd the eneny delsyed
his attack a fow days, with the river plaing, one third of the
sntire fortifications {already affeoted by i%) would heve been
woaied oway, while the remmining portion of the vorks would have
boen untenable by reason of the depth of vater over the whole
interior portion.

A desp moat completely mrrounded Fort Feory on the lend side

ngthened ito defonnos agsiost an atéack in that gquarter, The

only means of ingress and sgress was by using s drow-bridge. In

this respeet Fort Henry was defended simlilarly to & medisewnl castle.
scoounts of the mmber snd disposition of the guns in Ford Hemyy

vary s pugh as the sooounts glving the muher of the garrison. It

scams ssfe to conelude, howewsr, that soventeen gms were

wmm&aemaf%mmmmmf& 0f these sloven,

one 10-inch colubind and & twenty-four-pounder rifled gun were the only
boats. Two fortye
teo-pounders, poorly suwplied with ssmmition, snd sev¥en ssooth bore |

twe wiich wore sffsctive against e ivon-olad g

Gepounders completed the armmment on the river side. |
On the moradng of the 4%h, General Tilghaan, wsho wee et Fort Done
elson, heard the exehang

e of ihot senticned sbowe sl returoed o Fort

47. Inid., 551.
43, Tee Mppendix,IV, TABIE TWO.
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Henry, acoompanied by Gilwer, The Oth and the moraing of the 5th

were spend in preparation for the atteok.

4% 11 o'clock on the morning of the 6th the fleet started tow
waxds Fort lenry. The four iron-clads were sbreast, followed by
three wooden vessels at an short dlatence.

Flag-Uftiver Yoote says that the attack bogan st L‘Es&? and Gene
ersl Tilghwmn says that it began at precisely usﬁ? Tiighnan says
the sonflict lested two hours and ten minutes, Mi:ﬁg at lzﬁﬁfx while
Foote puts the time et one howr aud fifteon Wiﬁ
made more than 60 fir&ﬂ hits on the fiset. The 2é~pounder rifled
cun burst at was‘g&m the golumbled was silenced shortly sfterward
wwmammmsmﬂin&amé‘ i fow sinutes la-
tar another gun exploded, snd three guns were out of ocesulsslon from
that cause. The 4Z~pounders were sileant from lack of ssvwunition, the
St-pounders were ineffective, and only four guns were menned at the
eglosa of the battle. Ceneral Tilghman hed held only sufficient men
in the Fort o moen bie guns, having dselded that his ssmll Tores could
oot successfully defend the Furt spalnst s lsnd attack, and hed csused
the majority of his oomusnd %o retreat to Fort Lonslson.

iith only four puns really serviceanble snd with his men eo badly

roduced that be could not well have sorked a greater nuber, Cepersl

40, ﬁg_t% Fegords {(Hevies), Series 1, 2B, 507.
0. Ibid., .

5l. 1bid., S59.

SRe Ibid., 53B.

£53. 1bid,., S8, 588, IHvery man &t the pieve was digabled.
54, 1bid., 5oa, Se8.




Tilggman ralscd the white flag just before two o'clock. e surrende

ered twolve officers, siztye-six noncommi

and aixteen meu ofi the bospital bout Patton.

56
The total casunlties es reported by Tilghman werae:

¥illed by the enemy, 2; wounded by the enemy {ope since
dead}, 3; wounded slightly by the epemy, 2; Ekilled by premsture
explosion, 2; wounded aseriously by premature explosion, 1; sliight-
1y wourded, l; tesporarily disabled by exploalon of rifled gun, 5.
Unking a total killed, §; seriously wounded, 3; slighily wounded,
3; dilsabled, ©; missing, 5. Total cssualties, 21.

Total cssualties of the enemy were staled in ny presance the
following movning 0 D8 73 cseee

The enemy reported the nuxher of shols that struok their vege
sels to have Heon 74 eevse

The Federal cnsualtles were sboul mﬁsoeight, asooPding 1o roe
ports of the commmnders of the Federal haa%ﬁ? Liost of their casual-
ties resulted whon a shot fram the Fort plerced a boller on the Lssex,
scaldiug a large mumber of men.

After the fall of Fort Uenry, Grant srrived on the scene, too
lats to sasist the fleet in the reduction of the fort. Sone of o~
vlernand’s eavalyy pursued the retrostling troops and seoured six pleces
of artillery, thirty-eight prisoners, and killed ome m? the remuine
dey of the troops reached Fort Donelson safely. ledman and Cllmer also
saeaped to Jonelsdn.

‘The three sooden gun-bouts, after Fort Honry surrendered, proceed-
od up the Tennessee River, reaching the railroad bridge at Danville
Juet after durk. 4% Denville the Confederste pickets destroyed three

85, Ibid., 581. 4 totsl of 94.

66. mg« vy D60,

5%7. ee Appendix,ITII, TABLE ORE.

8., Cffloiel Records, series 1, 7, 120.
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stesmers to srevent thelr capture and destroyed part of the retlroad.
ihe m&wstmuammwmwmswmm; At
Corro Cordo (Hardin Cousty, Tennessee] the fleet captured the isst
port, a half ocumpleted Confederate gun~bost, and at Chickemaw (issis-
sippi) took the lusole and the Sallie jood. he flset procesded es
far as Florence, Alabeme, arriving there on February &th, shere three
moTe steenors were burned by the Confederates to prevent capture. The
fleet returned to Paducal with tkaMaﬁM Hood in tow,
the fusele baving been abandoned owlng to zm

The commander of the expedition reported = strong lnion sentisent
in the territory traversed, six boats burned by the Confederates to pre~
vent copture, and two boats and a quantity of stores tsken. The flcot
than prepared to go up the Curberland to attack Fort Donelson.

sfter the Federsl vietory at Fort lenry, Fort ieiman (Rentucky)
ms rensoed Ford Foote in honor of the Flapg-Ufficer in commsnd of the
Union tlntillafﬁ This position was not fortified by the Federal txoups
and was several times In possesalon of small bodies of Confederste
forees. |

The Unton victary preetly snsouraged the Horth. Lieutenant Ulae

41
of the United -tates Hamy, in a congratulstory letler to Foote sald:

% all went wlld over your suscess, not unmixed with envy, when
the news eamy of e reduction of Fort Benry. Umtle ibe was joy-
ful, and ssld everything of the navy boys and spoke of Yo seere

The victory at Fort lensy had seamed 30 onsy that Crant proposed

to move on Fort lonslson snd take it on the 8th, mmwmm&

T, Officlal Records, (lavies), Series i, Z2, 07lwd.
20. Ibid., 546s |

6l. Ibid,., 48.
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for the gun-boats t0 go around to the new objective dslayed kinm, =nd
it was the 12th before his columns moved toward ﬁmxm?a

General lew Wellace, who had been left st Forts Henry with 8,500
men, was on the 13th ordered to bring his man over to Ford Donsluon.
e arrived at Fort Donelson about noon on the lﬁhfa

MW@W%MW&%&W?MMMqu~
manently. To that end he ordersd sleves to be lupreused to work on
the foritfications end seat shovels down on the 3&1:‘

From this dste, until ¢the closes of the war, the msierial relst-
ing to Forts lHenry and Holman is fragmentary. But they scem $o bave
been held by the Federal troops

for the majority of ithe tioe, sz?ﬂ}.‘
the vlotory st Donelson a large portiosn of the Unlon troops returned
%o Henry, for seversl reports fram officers in regerd %o the battle
wore written frog ﬁmryi& and otheys from Fort z%m::é ‘These Yoports
indisate that Fort Henry wes Headquarters of the 34 Division, Depart~
meny of Yest Temessce, with Captaln Fred Inefler as assistant idjut-
ant~General. |

Until January 25, 1863, Forts ienry and Donelson belonged to Gen-
#ral Grant's command, perhaps o honor hism, for b was too buay at
other points t0 notice thess saall mf? (n tbat date Halleck Srans-
ferred Henry wnd Uonelson to the Jepartoent of the Cuberland, Majore

82, z ,@. ©ik., 1, 96,
i} Hecords, Serles 1, 7, 134.

83 m Bp. git., };, 98.
foiﬁal Hawgords, Series 1,

£% w, 4088,
34, "u 1o %maa, Series 1, 7, 505-8.
85, 1Ibid., 243, 246, 24D, B49, E5E.
5’5’ %Et’ mg m‘ %Q
67. Offisiel Reeords, Series 1, 23, Purt 2, 9

806
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Ceneral Roseerans in command, with hesdquarters at liurfreesborough.

Fort linimmn was considered an appendage of Furt Hemry, and V. Ve

iowe, Colonel-Comwmnding of the United States forces at Farts tonry,
Domsélson, and lsiman, asked that Fort feimen be teunsferred also, so
as to wify his oonmand and W&MM&::Q Pexrt Helmmn

weR, G-

sumsbly, lowe's hesdvusrscrs, and on February 4th his reguest waas
% .
granted.  Doth the tronafer of ieimen end 2,000 troops from the Dow

partnent of the Tenneasee med with protest from Genersl asboth, of
1
the Jistriet of C lunbus, but without awail. Ths return of the De-

partaent of the ‘unberiand, for %hnmrr i858, showed Ww

5,000 men at Forts Helwen, Heary, sad Donelson under Colonel im.
%e Po Lyon, cummander at Fors Henry, on Hareh 3, reported that

the fort waz cofered with walsr and untenabdle for his 900 or 800

ng Fort Henry and aleo Fort Helman must have besn evacuated

at this time, for {he next report mentioning either seys thet Genere |

al ishoth re-~cecupled Fort Halman on Havch l4th; Laving to throw a

fow shells at the place to dlalodpe s smmll bhody of Confedsrste troups.

s800th ieft tewo pivces of artillery, two companies of cawalry, the 34

iinnesota end the 111ih Iliincles Volunteers as & gerrison upder Colonel

(figge; ahd proceeded wp the ﬁmf‘ ‘
fort Helmmn woa held for only a short time, for on Mareh 31, Gene |

mmamxtwemmwmmmm Grant's de-

M‘;; aup 11»

1 ot &7.

m' I}? ‘ﬁQ’ 43

?1& ‘MO; &; ﬁﬁ.
72. JIbld., 93.

?3' iﬁ», 193;

Fhe I Ibig., 180, 18l.
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75
periment. 4% the same time Fort Helmep was evideutly placed in

the Distrist of Colwmbua, for the next Setuxn from that distriet
{Hue 30, 1883) shows 235 cavalrymen there, with Lisutsnant-Colonel

75
Henry commanding. Bebel forces threstened Tort Helmen soversl

times during the month but pede no stisck, and Moseerans 814 not
consider “ite ceoupation an very
Un July 14, Cenerel Pillow was reported o be tigeatening +<aris

and Fort leimen with 6,000 men, sand Liesutenunt-Colonel Blsck, command-

ing at Helman, muz ordered to withdraw to Veduosh i1f the report were
%
YU, ﬁmmm@amrmm%m%mwmwmm

&t Helmmu to Pedugah, and dofenaive prparationa wexs made for s Donfede
e

erate attack on the latter Pines. {n the 17th the forces from Uelmen
a0 ,
reached Paduosh. Iater iaformation sihowed that Pilllow had never besn

in Yest Tenneassee, but that Forrest npd Biffle with sbout 600 sen wvore
81
in the Pegion. To meet this thrent a force was send slong the Tennes-
3;5

see River from 7aduoal %o provent rebel foroes oucupying lelamn.

On august 6th "2 domen rebel gmauga“ captured the telegreph
oparator and line repalrer at Ford ﬁmﬁs

o other information iz awailahle in regard to this meglon uniil
the full of 1854, when Forvest made his fasous or infamous raid {depende
ing on the polnt of view at the time) into Sest Tenmnesses. Forrest

appeared at Fort lelman on Cotober 28 and captured the stessbosd Liszepps
5. “‘gﬁﬁ,, 108, -

%Q g ] W&
W; ' T N 3 431' 43"
m' J * o ‘532’ m‘ 553’

79, Ibid., 557, 538,
80. Ibid., D4l, 4.
81, ibid., 546

82, Ibld., 549, L00, 558, 550.

83, 1bld., 995.



and a barge lomded with quartermaster’s snd subsistence stores.
“ho cargo was remowed and the boat and barge bumﬁ?g Batteries
wore then placed at felman and et Parls landing four niles above,
“n uctober 30th the gun~boet 55 (also known as the Undine) and
and Venus ot betwean the two butteries

the steamboats
cad ware taken by Forrest, The crews of the latter ten were cape
tured, and the Undime and Venus were used by the Confederutes neer
Johnsonville but wers retaken within a woeok by the E‘wiemlf% The
property destroysd and csptured by Forrest on the Tennesses was ogbie
mated hy the Federals at %,m,m.&

Buford, iLyon, sad Chalmers co-cporsied with Forveed in this reid,
and the oombined foroe constituted a groat nensce to the scatiored
Yoderanl foress., Forrsst, in his report, maid that he lost 2 killed,
and 9 wounded and thousht thet the cpemy losses would mudber 00 kilil-
ed, wunded and prischoys. e alsv steted that be bad in s period of
two wooks captured end ém‘;m:@éf? ‘

4 gunebonta, 14 $ransporis, EO barges, 26 plecea of sriillery,
6,700,000, worth of property apd 1li0 prisonsrs. Irigedier-len-

eral Buford after supplying his own comusnd, Surned over to ny ‘
chief guartermneter, aboat 9,000 pairs of shoes and 1,000 blanikets.

After this raid Forrest withdrew 30 Mississiopl end in a8 fow more
8
moinbhe leild down his sres in cest Alabspm. sfter his withdrossl no

Sonfederate foroe ovey occupiad or threatsned either Holman or Henry.

84. Offieinl Hiecords, serles 1, 39, Part 1, 880, B63.

g&}ﬂ I%&t’ 8&, 8&1’ 8@4.

86, XBM., 8668,

8%, 1bid., 571.
Thomes Jordas and J. Pe iryor, Ihe Campaigne of ideut. Gen. s Be
Forress, 560 - G60U. '



Of leizan searocely a Srace romeins, but Henry is to this dny
remariably preserved, despite the ravages of time snd the overflows
of the Tennessee. here once Generel Tilgimmn made his gullant
atand for two hours asgalunst the gune of the Federal fleet, now gulet
reigns. 5 sell faomhouse sbtands inaide the undsriss of the
fort, pige Cind delight In the water of the moat, and covws greze
along the rifie-pits. The Tesmossee flows pescsfully by, anl seo-
tional strife and lmtred scam far runoved
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CHALAPTER TURE
FURT DGHELSOH, (T M.sz,},

Cormand of the Cusberland Hiver mment eontrol of the Curberland Velley
and all of norih ddle Teanpssee., The zm&smiti&s of Taanpssse eorly recle
ized the neesasity of defending this reglon through whieh the Teunssaes und
Curborland rivers floved, Like Hentucky, Temwsses desired $0 rumsin noye
tral in ths oivil confliet, though there wers atrong indlestions that ithe
Stute would join the G@ﬁm{iﬁmﬁ;' Prior o the seoession of tis itsie from
the unlon, construntion on ithe riévesses on the m rivers was bogun. Lhe
deaire to pluge the forts as coeuyr the Kesntusky Lin; &s possible, and ot the
sase time close to ench other, outweighed strutegionl consider:tious in the
losstions of Foris ienry «nd lonelson. This was later the onuse of much
eritician of the sites chosens It wes believed that tiese works could uué»
cesafully repel any snitenmpte by the Unlon gun-bosta to penet:sts this terri-
tory. The fort on the Curberlsnd Hiver mould also susure the protection of
the railrosd bridges ut Clarksvills and Nustville. |

“he site £ Fort Dopelson vas selegted by iir. dns ;:;zﬁarmi on ny 10,
1881, snd tie water-butieries were logsted. This site wus wpproved by Cene
ey:1l Daniel . i‘fa‘mlmnf far vhom the fort was nao

F‘ﬁ

Genersl) Dushrod fe Johsason.

sed, and by Umjor {aftersards

Fort Jonelson was loestsd on the southwest bunk of tue Curberland River,
appvrozimtely ten miles south of the Fentusky Line and one nile porthwest of

the vi h@e of Dover. It sas ‘!:%‘f&lﬁ miles sust of Yort deary ond sus conoect-
1. Vme % laeﬁ.

2o 1illam Freston Jobnston, The Lifo of Cenerul slbert Sidney Johnston, 407.
S Vide supre, ld. ‘

fiq mmm &a git., 407.

ﬁ. Ibidm;.
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ad with that fort by two rosds. OUwing to theiy logations the forts
ware able to render mubtusl assistanco.

4 more advantageous looation for the two forts wight have been sele
eoted st & placo where the Tomessee and Gumberland rivers flowed within
three miles of ench wﬁ&uw This site wes about 30 wmiles porth of where
the two river defenscs wers gnmuww&g It u&m sear the moutha of the
rivers and not far from Fedutah and Smithland on the Tennesses and Cumber
land, reapectively. 4 garrison stationsd at this place night have held
the Unlon forces in check indefinitely. “his site, however, was in Hon-
tucky, and politieal considerstions were the deoiding fuctors in not neke
cormending position. 4 polioy of respect for Dentucky’s
neutrality wes adppted by Tennessee in the hope that this boxder Stete

ing use of this

would ally berself with the enuse of the Corfedernoy. Hentusky's neutralie
ty wes disregarded early in SepSember when General Pollk, Confedernte o
- mander in Uest Tenvesses, ocoupied Columbus on September 7. sbout the sune

tie, Seplterber 4, Genersl Crant seised Poduouh with bhis Union troops. Shorte ,

ly after this, Septexmber 18, Gspersl Duokner moved his Confoderate troops
izto Dowling Creen. This was the strutegy of the Confederney in estsblish~
ing ite first lizes of %a%?m it that time these lines extended from
Coluzbus to Forte Lienry sad Doselson, thence to Dowling Green and on over

o Cuborisad Gep.

,@O %‘ﬁ gﬁ
7. Yide supPa, 8. Je® 28D, preceding page 2.
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Yort Doneleon covered about 15 acves., It was bullt on the oroad of

a ridge, sbout a hundred feet above the Rewsl of the xiver., I% enciroled
a ravine on three sides, end there was & differescs of seventy-five feot
botween the hesd of the ravine and the lowest polint in the fort, where she
Tavine opened out into Indfan Creek Valley. The garrison was guartered
in 65 log cabine bullt on the nowth slope of the ravine. They were well
protected from the wew of the enemy as well as his five. Colorsl lise-
Cavoek, of Colopsl lisiman's Tenth Tennesses Replment, was in charge of the
work of hrowing up the sarthworks of the fort.

The Tinter snd Spring reine deuse the Cumberland Liver to overflow
and push 1ts waters up the walleys of its tributaries. his comdition
preveiled during the siege of Fort Domslson. On the wost, iiickmn Creek
W%%ﬁ%ma&mﬁﬁmtmﬁwm;mm.m
aod Lick orecks served the same puypose. Indisn Creek, howsver, separated
the Fort from Dower and limited the movosents of treoops in that region.

To providis greater security t the fort on the lendeside and to protect
the village of lower, the supply depols, and the lines of commumicetion,
repular ridgss. These Iutrenciments or rifle-pits extesded in the form of

oubsr works were bulit. These ssre a seriee of

en are for thres nilss and were spproximately a mile:from the river at the

farthest point.

8+ of. Jefferson ULavis, The !%g§“3§§ onfoderscy, £, 28. Ind:
mhaawzmwm,mio%t thils wvas 8 pistahe, &mﬁmx

shoun that the fors proper could mot possibly heve been much over 15 meres,
inaamueh ns the fort, ineluding the mater<batteries, contains only 18.9
acres; aoconrding to the dceds in the Stowsrt County Beglster's offics at
Dover, TORNSS5G8.




he growsd inside and outside this intromched line was very lroken
sndl heavily wooded, éamgis wes mede all along thiz outer lins. avound
the fort was a alope, W&ma@%&gm%wi&m%%m The ex-
tenaion of the outlying works made this abatia & serious cbsiscle, for it
hindered the operations of the Confsderates within their omn lines. Deyond
the outer 1ines wore meny ravines, with & general direotion perpsndiculsy
to the river. This rugped Serraln made the southwerd area sulfiveprnble
I% offered great dlfficulties to

the free movensnt and mensuver of trcops.

nrtillery anf cavalry. But field battories, once established, found & natuw
rel cumouflage, snd redans on the high ridges owerlocking the wvalleys could be
ussd for effective enfilading. It provided exoollent oover for sharpshoot-
ers, |

Two water-batiszios were esiablished Just below the ot so o8 to command
the river spprosch three miles downstreanm. Had any other ﬂiii possessod ad-
vanteges over Fort Sopslsen in the way of lend defemse, it s doubtful

ohwsthor it would haws been es ztrong on the water-aide, Selection on thia
latter baeis i» justifisble, as subsequent events proved.  Ihe batbteries
ware stromgly protected, for earthuorkes imd besn thrown up for thep on the
sido of the blufl, sbout thirty foet sabove the river. vith thelr commanding
position and range of Tire on the grest bend, it was bolieved that thoy were
much batisr eble to resist o nawel aifack than Fort Hemry.

On July 1, 1881, Fort Donelson sas very poorly fortified, and only a
mm:mmmm. soveral vegiments were statloned at oy

O mwaummmwmummmmmaa:mrwwam
piasing then in mach & way that thelir tops lay cutwsrd. The ssaller byenches
were cobt off, and the llsbs were interlaced and polnted. A charge over these
apd onto the trenches would involve great danger frum the snamy Tire.




saar Clarksville, sbout fordty milas sway by river, where they would be
red 0 Ford Donelson on short motice.

iboud suguet 1, Colonel Helmen scswned commessd of Forts Hewry end
Denelson. Very 1ittle sonsiruct
of the few troops theve was to seims wll contreband property being teans-

ive wrk wae scoomplished as the duty

ported down the river.
im the 17th of Ssptember, Gemsrel Jolmmton dlreoted ILSsuterant Dizon

"0 report at Fort Donsloon for enginecy Guly .eeses Prom this $ime these

sen never seased to be the subjeet of extreme sollektude to Cenersl

Johnston.Y

o the 8th of Cetodbar, Colonel Haeckall, issiatent adjutan
, 10
wode o GCeneral Poll:

Cansral Jolmstan diveets you o sand Lisutenant Sison %0 Forb lopele
son, Cunmberland River, iastantly, ILicutensnt Dixon was engaged clep-
where g% this tiw with orders o moust $he guns et that pisce for the
defanne of the river,

As Colonel LacCeveok's regiment has been by you notified so hold it~
self in rendiness to m, you will detach him from the regiuen
ammummuﬁmmummgm

Ge 4o Demry advised Cemoral Jolmston on Cotober 16:

Covernor Harris has sent, or rather opdered, to-fuy, ome sompany of
artiliery to Fort Dommlson, Canood ome regiment bo ordered Shere fyom
Hopkineville imwediately? ‘The distance is only 0 miles, over a turn-
plie moet of the vay and o good dirt rospd the balsnes. 1% seoms to o8
there is o part of the whole west 50 exposed as the wallsy of the Cune
berient.enes

Dizon has not yet had time to moumt his 32-poundsr guns, noy has the
srtillery company ordered from here loft Heshville. I suppose 1% may
reach Ford Donalach tomrrer nighlcess

10. Sffisiel Becords, Serfes 1, 4, 44:-
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On Uetober 17, Colonel Hsclavock, st Port Jomelson, advised Cenernl
ie
Polic:

The sun-boats veached Zddyville, ientueky, at noon yesterdsy and
landed 200 cawrlry. They lave taken possescion of the town. e are
in & defenselass condition dbeys, havise only thres companies of raw
rogrults, poorly armed and not one aertillerist to W shat heavy
guns we hnve. Ums regiment of infantvy, ones compauy of artillery,
auld two copanies of savalyy mre mmmatm. Fleuse Tur~
nigh me with guns, 1f possible, for the companies nOW LBXC..sss

3
Folk on Cotoder 18, stnted:

To hold this place sgainet even & small foree would require a grest
denl of sdditionsl work on the orest of & ridge vhich inmediately overw
looks this work, exllad a fort.

Calonel Helman, writing to Gensre

This post was ontirely ebendonad uniil within the lsst few weebs,
wvhan it was ocoupled by thres ocompanies orgenised by Ilieutenant-Cole
onel iacGawvock, of ny reglasnt, shom I detailed for thet pwrpose. This
foree hes not yot been symed, exoept with suoh guns as they could fup.
aish thosselwes -~ mostly shotguns. 49 I bhave learned within the last
fow days, othar companiss will be edded to this comund, %o rolse it,
if possible; to s full regiment.

o srtillery force whatscever is there; bud I have dateched lieout-
onant Vatts, of Captein Tayler's company, to instruct such men of the
panies there to serve the s se pry be bsat fitted for that purpose.
IMﬁml&&m&m;twmﬁ&Wmmwhymnmﬁ
point.

tanant-Colonsl HuoCaveok 15 in comymnd there st presant, and rew
qﬁ&ﬂ%%u@a%ﬁ%ﬁ&nﬁmﬂm%m%ﬂeﬁam,
which is Isp0esiblegeen.« I was aize inforsed by Ceptaln Iaylen, Corpas of
inginears, that Captein Harrison, of Heaehville, is st Yort [onelson with
teo atosmers and six berpes, loeded withuwood and atone, to be mmk ob
xm*sm,%mmmhmmwetmm@mm
savigation of the river -- by shoes suthoriiy I 'mow no%i bub, 10 I may
expross my opiaion on the subjloet, 1 beg leave to stude that this will
e a fruitless operstion in 8 river shieh rises Orom lowewater mark at
least 57 foet, and shiok I mysalf have often inown to rise «t least 10
feut in 24 hours. The Ceneral will perselve that these obastruotions are
oo impediment to nevigntion is bhigh water, and 1% may coad an floense s
to remove thom.

mﬁ b :Q.Q Wn
3. ;____‘5 2‘%., 4081.
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On Cotober £8, Colonel lHeiman dirvected Lisulenant Ulwop,of the
Coypes of Engineers, "to chsitruct the mavigetion of the Uwberland et
Ingrersts Swals'. Hajor Eslly somsanded a squadron of cavalry, vhieh
went to the Shosls %o reconnoitsr epd protest the operetioss. Uixon's

axpedition was socompanied by a detachwent fror Ceptain Haney'e ugzat
artillery company of 40 men eund 4 pleoss, sad £ companies of infentry
{170 men), unier comssnd of Captein Yem%&

Cs Ae Homxy reportsd to Cemsral Jolneton on Fovembdes

2 % % & % =% 2 % % » % % £ #H @& % # % H % »

Foprt Lonslson i8 ia o very bed condition. Ho sork has besn done
of sny sccount, Shough lLieutensnt Dixon, a young offiesr of great en~
erey, will soon, 1 hope, have it pus in a fioe state of defense, unless
Hajor Cibesr shall determine o fortify Line Poat instead. He and Dix~
on wore $0 po Ww-duy to Inspeet Yimt polnt and dstermine whieh position
should be fortified., pixon returmed jesterdsy [Oetober S1) from an
sxpadition down the »iwer, sheye he bhad gone to biockade it by sinking
0ld barges in the chanznel. Two wore sunk at Lise Island, end six at
Ingram®s Shoals, soms 10 miles BeloOWe.s.s Shey think uﬁ.nwmm—
sible for sum~boats %o pase Ingrem®s Shonls awven when the weter is 10
foot higher than % 18 NOW.eess

These obatructions gove protection to the wen
againet Union gau-boste s lobg us the river was st normsl stege. 1
In & dlapateh to Gessrel Johnston(on NHovember 28] Cemeral Polk stated:

ing on the fortifieations

In conformity with your order ¢ repurt ® you on the deleness of the
Temmasee and Quberland rivers st the tise of my taking canmand in the
Veatesenn

Lieutenant Dixon alse sede s sizdlar reccanoissonce on the Cusberlend,
and gave as hisz opintlon that, although & better position might hawve besn
chosen for the fortifiestions on that river, under the olireunstances then
surrounding our command it would be better to retain and strengthen the
position chosan. Ho secordingly mede surveys for adéitional outworks, and
the searvice of s considerwdls slave force wes oblalned to construct them.
Mamkmmimw&ﬁtw-ﬁwaw&warmm

ui - ;mn
X5,
16, hi ,Jm,




You are guare that elforte wore madce to obtaln besvy ordnence %t
erm theas forts, but as we had to rely on supplies fram the itlentic
sen-gonst, they came slowly, @;ad 1t bovane nevessary to dtvert a number
of pleces intended for Columbum to the ascwvige of these forts.

The principal 4iffisulty in the way of a suoeessful dsfense of the
rivers In question wes the =t of en sdequabe fores -~ a Torse of ine
fantry and s forve of exparisnced artillerists., They sore applied o> by
vou end also by mo, but the appeal vas sade sarnesily to every guarter
fram vhepoe felief afght be hoped for, Shy it wes not Darnlished others
must says I bolieve tha ohlel remsom, 50 far az the infentry was ande
cerned, was the want of smas. 418 to experienced artilisrists, thsy wers
ot in the coumtry.

¥ & &% & & & ® ¥ & % XK # R & B HF ® B B H % #»

Diesatiafrotion with Foyt Lonelson proepted Gemeral Uilglessn, vitile he
L1ie, t0 write to Comernl Johuston the latier pert

of Gotobar that the ifneffleient statc of things mede him fear that teir
intervets thurs wers slmost beyond their em#;mif?

Subsequent %o Lisutencnt ﬁim‘t spprovel of Fors Deneleon, Hsjor Jere-
my Fs Cilmer, on » 3, made a awvey of Line Port, fifteen niles below
Dover, to determine the possibilities of sbandoning louselecn and fortifying

this mew looation. Hs believsd that Line For® hed meny adventages for de~

fending the river but desided thet the position alrsady estsblished should
bs retalned in preferencve to attapiing the conatructios of a new fort olse~
m;'&..‘m Iznediately after this Colonel HaoGavoch
troops day ond aizght wtil the gans at Fort Ueuclson were protestsd by para~
pats,.

%m»mmmpw the oxdnance atrength at Fort Doselson on Hovems

sas ordered to wourk bie

bexr 4:

At Tort Donslson there sre now only four 32-pounders end 2 m m*
_an sivement imsufficieant, 1 fear, to mis o zeizam defanse again
1?& : -y 4”0
18* i it ] m‘
2. lbid., Si<.
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flset of pun-bosts., The numbor of maos should be doubled: 2ay & sl
ditionnl 3 ~pounders and 2 of hewvier caliber, S.inch colunbiade, or
long range Parvott gme, sll with parrison enrriaces «sess In oddition
to the four 32-pounders and 2 nawel puns at Fort Doneleon {that five
ovar the river}, tmmmmmxxmmxmmmmw
at Clarkaville and & battery of bronee fisld ploces, vhich will be
#ffective in the land defenss of the place.

Ge Ae Henry reported to General Johrston on Howasder 7, that there

weres at Fort Domeleon "about ma.mlry and 00 infantry, and greas ment
of ovgsnization and drill.”. There wors not enough
& reriment. Ho further said that the quns were sholly umprotected and sould

troops to even foum

probably remain 50 until a regiment was organized snd some one put in comempd
who would push the work %o mzasmmm

sbout the S5th of November, Colomsl {afterwsrds Cenersl) Hathaw Forrest
reported at Fort Donelson with his "Forrast Rangers®. Colonel MsoOsvook ve-
porrted that the strength at the fort as of that date was composed of Forrest's
comand of oavalry, one oompany of light artillery, with a batiery of seven
guns snd 8 ammat szpmount of hesvy gunsy aleo, Five cospanies of infane
try tolerably armed Forrast reported that the troops garrisoned thers
were oopployed in throwing udp fortifientions.

Coneral Forreet opernted with his cooxand of eighd oconpenies nenr Forts

Folk to unite hls coguend and that
bl
e be allowed to work with Gemeral Tilghmax.

Henry ond Donelson. He requested Genera)

Ceneral Ce Fo Sarith, Us e ey 2 & commnication to the idjutent-Cone
' 23
aral at “ashington, reporied on Noveuber 81

&ﬁ M*, MO‘

E}AQ » 5 5190

22e 1bid., US).

23, Ibide, S45. Colousl Mmolavock wos in commend st thet tioe and 1% may be
for this reuson thet 1% was refersed %o by this nems,




On oy renort of the oth instant, in melstion to the foress of the
enany, I seccidently overlooked in my note the morks on the Tenneases
and Gunberland PivelrScesss

The Commstopn @uE~bOa%y winirmbly ctmwandsd ¥y Lieutenant Phelps,
of the Bavy, sesee i3 constantly movisg bis wessel up and down the
Tonnessos and Cuberland. FProm the latter river he cwms this morning,
having gone indto the State o Tenmessee up far as Dover, shere the
enemy have o mork ealled Fort Covodk, or Fort MseGavook, o something
elso, usuclily eslled Fort Gavosk Fort mm Hs oould aot glwe

® 6h {don of 1ts semEil.cese

On the 17th of lovenboy, Gemer=l Tilghmsn wes transferyed from Hopkins-
24
ville %o cormand Forts Hopry and Douelson. His ordera sere

easssdou W11 ropalr to the Cusborlend, and sssums ocewmad of Forts
Henry and Lomelson and thelr defensos sndl the defenses of the inter-
mediate counbry. You will push Dorwerd the coppletion of the wrks
and tholr srmsent #1th the ubtwost setivity, and to this ond will
apply %o the citizens of the surrounding countyy for assistense in
isbor, for shich you will giwe thoem certificstes for smounts of such
daboRcanun

The ulmost vigllance is enjolined. Thwe gepersl OGensyal Johnston
regrets to basr thol there has boen herstofore gross veglipence in this
respest ~- the cormandey at Fort Donslson assy from his post nightly
and the officer in chorge of the fleld batiteries frequently sbsent., This
cannot be tolerated.

I w1} ask Coverpor Heyris tomorrow for four sdditioml axwed come
puntes, vhioh he will sond to Fort Donelson. These, sith the slx come
paoies now there, will meke up o reginment, when orgenized by the cleot-
jon of field officers. The Colonel will comuand the furt. Colonel J« e
Head.

You will thes order Lisutenant-Colonel iaoCavoek 3o retura to hias regie
meat at Port Henry. Your oomend ls embracod in the division of Mpjor-
Ganeral FOlkesess

Lisutenant Dixon completed s new batiery on the river by the third week
ia Govember. Two S-pounders were mounted on o little =zork on the ridge
awmmmmmukaft%ww e mnde o rejuest thal lsbor be

wd, for it eould not be e&taim in any other may. He also wrote

o

B4 wa, %ﬁ%




"there ere not more than 200 troops hers fit for duty; all the rest are
sloek or on leave of um.;w

Coomenting on Lieutenant Dizon®s regquest for labor, lMajor Cilmer
wrote e Colonel W?’

In regard to lhbor, I would suggest thot the duttories at Fort Dopw
a%mmmmmmmmwm,wumm
mmmwﬂmm@a@nﬁrmmmmmm

‘ try. UAth re-enforcements proposed for the garrison the requisite

| amount of sork cen well be dome fatigue partiss. In imminent danger,
| the bdrigadierwgener:l ¢ og Forts Donelecn and Hemry might be suthe
| orized to press all nefghborhood negro lcbor inte servies, dut under the
| eirametances I do not think thut the Rabor of troope and slaves cen be
| combined t0 any advanteg®.escs

Yowards the end of llovember s controversy srose betwoon dajJor Gilmer
and Ceneral Tilgwwn consersing obstrustions in the Cumberland Hyer. iaw

27
Jor Cilmerts letter to Colonel Mecksll explained:

' last svening I recoived the following telegram from Mp, T. Jo Clenn,
| civil engineer, soployed by me in cbstrusting the Cusberland Eivwyr, undsx
the guns of Fort Donelson, with t¥wcs and timber, visz:
Cuiboriand City, Hovesber 27, 1B61.
Hajor J. F. Cilmer, 5t. Cloud Hotel: b '
Coreral Tilghmen hes ordersd me to suspend, Instruct me fmmsdiately,y:

Te J« Glonn.

g k."»r:,’."’,e'é 1

To which I replied at 8888 as follows:

' You will contimue the work for chstructing the Cumberland River.
‘ 3‘ FO aimt

- The obstructing works on which ir. Glenn ie enguged ore fer sdvanced,
and to be effeetive must be completsd. It will be impossibls for me to
‘ rely upon sny work being done properly 1f sach subonidinate brigmdiere
| gensral be allowed to suspend operations ordered by me. I must therefore
| sarnpetly requsat that the genersl otemanding the leatern Department hold
| Brigadier-General Tilghoan responsible for the set, now reported, and
| forbid the repetition of lilke interference for the fubuPeecees

Upon %}ntm~ of sn exsmination of Forts Henry snd Domelson, iilohmen .
25. 1Ibid,, 7, 60U,

26, Ibid., 998.
27. Ibid., 710,




51

saild that he 414 pot admire the as et of thincs. ile uwrpently asied for
more heavy puns, oot less than four Tor ench fort: He bad 1000 umrmed men

and requested srms for them. "I fesl fopr the first tice discouraged, but
2]
will nok give up,” he wrote. griting to the sssisgant Adju .ant-Gemersl 6n
20
Doecambey B, Tilchoen sdvised:

in cbedisnce o special orderg from leadguarters of the western Depart-
ment I beve assured command of the defcnses of the Casderland snd Tennos-
see rivers on the 1lino of Forts Donelson and Henry and of the ecuntry
imwdiately sdjncent therette.ess I w1l stats hers, houever, that 1t is
but too plain thet inotant and powerful steps must be taken to sirengthen
not only the two forts iz the way of work, bt the armement :uest e increas-
ed madsrially ia meber of pleuss of artillery as well as in walght of
mBtelesses I will communicate in detail a8 soofi as I rotwrn t0 my head=
cuartera, whkich for the present I shall smke at Fort Loneleoh.eses

Mnjor Gilmsr informed Lisutenant Uixon that Genersl Tilgimen lad been
instructed not fo interfere further with theiyr opuretious. He then ordered
ire Glonn %o placs the cbstructiohs in the river st a distance of about 1,000

$o 1,800 yavda from the guns at Ford Doneleson. "I do not wish them farther
30
mend of them mey pot be perfect,” he wrote. Continuings

It has boen decided to send the guas - the 32-pounders - at Clarisvills
w onolson and Uefivy, two to ench work. 70 hope o pet otheyr guns for
each placs at an early day. Flessc urge thoe sounting of the gus for come-
manding the river and have ¢ om In place as scon as possibis,.

I think the f:tronchoents for defense speinst & land attack importent.
1% may be well fo put o ssall redoubt for infantry fires on the hich point
Just below Donslsomaerons the eroeck, to prevent the epeny from scoupying it

Chnrge ire. Gloan to get larpe anmd heavy anchors for the trees he is plage
ing in the river; 1 mean heavy stones or odher sonvsnient weightBeeees

Canersl Tilglman wrote to Colonel Yacknll oo the 16th of Jecember, asying,

21 doem 1% only just %o myself to say tim$ I sm not secure at eighew Heary o

2B ;{hﬁ - g 71%.

20. 1Ibid., 731.
. ﬁ.. 735. The troes referred to vere ohained st ihe roots und the tops
poisted down s$reas. They were stretohed from one bemnk to the other.
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Domsison. Have 1,000 usarwed men®. g ting spmin fron Fort Donelson

on

Jonuary 2, 1882, he reported:

In tranamitting weekly report {endiang 3lat} of the troops under my
porpand I sm heppy ©0 be able to report & faworable progress in sll nate
ters comneeted with the oommend. Ths %k rge difference in the meshly
roport belwvesn "Fresent for duby” and "foial preseent ond sbeent*, will,
I bope, bo aured in o few duyse.

™he mgi‘wma ﬁf Coloneles Deiley snd Jtsokey huve only Just orgnlzed,
amd froed gocesiat from Pseling themselves bomd %o comrt *be good
will of menz- gwa Sn apder to securs thelr olection, sided by & positiw
vrder cgplnst gronting sny furlougha, I hope to be =ble 1o restore mtiers
to a mOre wholesome stotus. I have still nesrly 2,000 unsroed mon in ny
comrand  Forts Henry -l Donelson - I hove not meh onuugh sroed ot this
vost to pmn one-halfl the llmes withisn the fortificassion, mueh lsss to effeet
anything =t points which cormenlagy whole work. I beg you o osll the abtione
ion of ihe generzl comrmnding division to this unvernished state of things.

i moat satisf-etory progress haa been uade in the zein fortificat:on, an
inclosed sork. 4 very few more dnys will cloge up the &p and glve us »
very cood work, :

Tho houvy buttariss sye progresalng rapldly snd will be very alfieient.
I shiall be rendy to plate oll the guns in posiilon, «o fust as ey BIPivOeese.
iy sntire conmand is now comfortubly bouped for %a winter. The houses aure
adairsbly bullt, woll situsted, sbl present an agpesranes of reel somfort
that slll combe

» favarsbly with sny conmnd in e fleld.

mee 0 o telegrem seat by Colonel Helwen to General Polk, adviaing

bix that n Pedersl movenent up the two rivers sns {pminent, issletant . djutante

33

Gonsral Hackall said:

ossethie informmilion is moet Luporient. 7The gooersl desives me 10 say that

we pow vequlire vigilanse and enevgy, and he ls satiafied thet in these you wiil
oo fail. He hopes B siop the sovesent for some time on ihis lins, and thaes
Ceneralefolk ond Tilghmon will delday them on the otLerS.esss |

Colonel Ja ile Howd, oo

nding post st Fort Dopelson, in o diepanieh to

Bl

.73
“ameral mm, m%az
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. wenesdll things are resdy. im,mmmmss below; have bhad
then statidamd 20 se to 2iwe us the earliest posaidle infornmtion. I
have had the whols comsand urssd out and put to cutting tisber end pre-
paring rifle-nits, so a8 to protect the approaches. ;’wrx&insuin&
done that oxa be svtonplinhed by energy wnd induptry. The wen are ool
and detemmined., et of the slek were sent off yasterday.

an sxtreot from weelkly roport of troops st Fort Donelson, as of January
21, 1882, revealed 89 officers, 1,100 men; egurogate prosent and absent,
38
2,176. At the tiwe this report was mede cut, Cemersl Tilghnen wee aboalt et
Fort Hooxy, and Ceneral Dushrod P. Johnson was iz coaund, Seporsrily, ot

Fort Doneloca. 1% was Cenaral Jobnooa's beliof thet "Fort Dosslecsn is sow our

 peakest point.” 4in sbotract fom the weekly report for January 31, 1862, gave

the returns for Fozt Domelsoms®®  officers, 161; mem, 1,795; ageregate
presant and shsent, 3,500.
Genoral Tilghmen, in bis supplemental report, dated iugust v, 1862, and

ais rolense from prison on iuguet 2, rovealad ths o«pdition of Fort Donelson in
‘ a7
Decenber and alao work scccoplished up to the lost woek in Junusry:

G5 resching Fort Donglaon the middle of Decamber I found st ny dlapomml
six mndiscipifined companies of infantyy, wiib ax orpenised light badtery,
while a amall water battery of two light guns constituted the availasble river
dofenss. Four US-pounders hed been yightly placed, but wmore not svailable.
Sy January 28, I had prepered the entire balteries {exoont coe plece, whish
arrived too late) for the river defenses: bullt the entire field work with
& trate of 2,000 feol, and in the most subetantial menner construsted a large
wwmmmmmwwmm&m
abatis, This was sll done vhen Yhe re-onforossents aryived, und, vhen the
mmk&wmwmxamnmwmam,mmwmm_
mammmamﬁmmmmmmmm,m:
nesrly 21l my re-anforgeoents boussd in something libe 400 good ¢sbins, I
RGN0 mmyﬁm%kﬁ%*ﬁ W"‘!h Immmw thaiii




herdamd City, & totsl length of lime sbout 35 miles, thus placing me in
alosn velsiions with Bowling Oreea and Uolusbus.

The third snd fourth days of Februery wers daya of intense sotiviiy et

n ad left Yort Henry at thies time, in compamy
with Hajor Cilwer, to male & finsl inspoction of the fortiflestion and o ar-
range for the dleposition of the Wooys.

dnjor Otlmer said of thsir immm?%

& . & & & #® * ¥* & %

| , Fehruaey Srd we went over %0 Fort DonolsOfecess The works there requiyw
| : mmﬁtsm%wmtwwmmmwmwm
| rivor batteriss aed ihe f1ald work which hnd dson constructe &
iote defenso landwerd. It wus also iuportant hat mzm Mﬁ& should
be made fo@ the heavyy cune £mﬁﬁmm&fﬁmwmﬁm} by vaising
gwwmmwmmmw@u greater protection to
SREBT e

for this work and lossting lines of infantry cover on ‘the comyaas
ground the fort.

% & k3 & kS *» % * % &

mmmmmmwmmmmmwmgmw
’ The whole garrison wes thrown into & steto of eselitement when heavy firing
| was heard from the direction of Fort Hemry about noon of the fourth. 4 courier,
|

&lopatehed by Colonel Helmmn, sdvised Tilphman that et 4130 thet morning rocket

sigials exchanged with the picket at Sallay*s Ferry, indfostsd the epproech of

st towards Fort Henry. 4 fooond md then & Bird nessengor roe

} vonled the seriousnoss of the situation. Tilghman delegnted the comund ot Done
alson to Colonel ieed and vith as 1ittle deiasy ss nocessary, left shortly after
4:00 oelock %hat alterncon to direst the troonps st Fort Hspry. He was esoorted

by & regiment of Tennecees Cevalry, undsy command of Colomsl Gentt.

Cscasional guns were beard the following day, and the garriscn gave itself

ﬁ% excitement and conjecture. About noon on the slxth a continuous cannob-
&‘ &t; 153.




ading wns heerd, but little 4ld ¢he men realize ihe grest significunce of

i%; that Fort fenry would fell and they themaslves would be in o state

of siegs within n week,
sboat 11:00 ofelsek that swwe nidht, (Februsry 6) Colonel lslmen
brought about 5,000 troops o the sefely of Fort Tonelson snd sunouncsd
the fall of Fort ﬁam?@
Heimnn, upon whwn thoe commend of fort lonelson devolved with the gap~
ture of Ceperal Tilghmen, well koew thet be would soon be @

fased %0 easume the comempd. Coneral Johanston lmsediantely eocwamiesntsd with
Genoral Sushrod He Johnson ot Nushwllle and direcled his %0 provesd as quloke

1y as possible to tske comwund at Yort Donsleon. o arrived the foliowiag
night and relieved Colonal leed.

Cenoral Johnston, wpon belng aspprizéd of the capitulation of Yort Henry,
expressed his apprehension that Donelzon would be foreed to surrender in the
semn manner. e belleved that the guneboats would be stron: encugh o taks ;
the fort without the negessity of support from the lsad force in Wmi
The effective truops at this time, including the tmo aﬁ@% fras Tort Heary

and three regieents of ¥loyd's eomsand, numbered sbout 7,000, ith the exvep-

ticon of Heiman®s regiment snd those attoched to Floyd's division, all the cthers

were poorly arved ond drilled.

aton fesred that an imwediste situck on Foxrt Dosslson by the
Jnion forees would be dismstrous, howewer, he mnde the best posaible dlsposul
of his resourses to prevest the capitulationm of the fort. At this time, be

3. 1Ibid., 138.

. Ipig., 850,
4l. Ibid., 131



was observing Genoral Duell st loulsville and notlng with great fear, oo
doubt, the ever lnoreusing troops under Orant =t Cairvo. .o scoB as ford

Henry fell into ﬁ& hends of www dnion tyoup: g dstermined to fizat for
4%
Sashivills st mgsw Donelson, desplite the ﬁ% it he 4id not believe it
45 .
tonable. The Cond

wtss had unlimited means of tramsportution for troops,

@%ﬁgﬁwgﬁggﬁaﬁwaﬂg«mgwgﬂ?wﬁmgwggamcgmg
44 S
suye:

Gepersl Johnaton®s plan wes seneval ia tts soope, sad perfectly simple.
He wished Fort Lonelson defended if possibles, but he did mot wish the army
to be aserifioced ia the sagw Something st be dsred for the neine-
teponce of s position so Lmportant, doubdtful though he felt the issue puat
be; g«%mwmgwgégﬂgw%wgmgg%w%%
mader of not belsg able %o extricate his arsy from Denslson.

Shonld the oneny be routed st Fors Donslson, this would serve %o raise the
morale and apiris of the Confederacy. and should wg teaops 5t the fort be
axdungered, then they mere to be moved out %o leshville.

Following the Unlon suecsss «% Ford ienry, (otersl Orsat, i his comsu
sdaoation %0 ilnllsck, advising the lutter of this w@ww» also stated that he
would gggwgwgggwgﬁ%@wa There was something
more then apeciscular dering thet fmpelled Crant $0 consider such o mowe. It
was his belief than an immediate wwgaw on Fort Lonelson was imperative o ase-

sure the suoscess of the Sesbtern Caname

bis 15,000 troops wers of grester selus than 50,000 a month lster. He uns
awars of ihe §§w of Fort Donelson to the onuse of the ggﬂﬁnw ol

Johnston, £pe git., 439,
icis, gﬁun %u.wﬁm 1, 7, BBl.
Johnaton, Up. git.
» 124,

ofcietal K mun»au 1, 2,
%&iﬁmy Ty S Crunt, L. 298.
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ms iopstiont to take it. The espture of Fort Donelao wouid have been s
comparstively ensy task imrediately after the fx1l of fors Henry, for the
Confelferate stronghold was cutnurbered sbout two to one.

The &y following the victory Grant and his staff, including lieutensnd-
Colonel Uelherson, Chiel ssgipeer sitached to Ceneval illlsok's stafl, os-
corted by part of a regiment of Federal Cawelry, mede s recounsiseance of the
gurpownding country. ithout & contest of any kind, swospt the useessily of
driviag in the pickets, the party went up to within 2 mile of the ouder line
af wovis at Yort Dopelsom. Ursnt determined from these Tield trips the boast

- way %o pove his treops W the Cueberlend Pivey defense, Flog-filcer foote

s Pequasted o return W Calre with hle flotille % ropaiyr domeeps o the

fleot and to prepars for co-operstion with the lond forees in the Ipgalsont bute

tle st Fort Copelaon. Froe this point he wes to proseed wiih the pun-boots
up the Omberland Biver and sweid orders.

Gepprsl Halleok, ns ook as he learped of Grapt'e plen to sdwence on Farg
Dopelson, sont re-coforements fron whatewer guarter thuy could be s%mﬁf? He
wrote o Cenerel Cullus theat 7! am straining svery nerve %o send troops to
take Dover ong Clarkeville. Troops erfe on thelr way. 11l se want is e
bouts to precedes the trensporis.” Troups from Geoeral Sunter's Division were
& large division under Cemeral Nelson, from Lusll's mﬁ

sas sent o re-enforge Cyant but was veonlled by Cemernl Dusll before they

renched their dostimation. , The Var Depmricent ordered ithet all comenies bée
ing veoruited in the Sestern States be copwsolidated lalo regloents snd sent o




the fiftesnth, too late %o partieipete in the fighting. Genaral Hulleok
wns cautious and uncertain 28 to the outsoms of & desocustretion on the Cun- -
beriand %t this tXme, though he did not upprove or disapprove of [reat's
going to Fort mlmx:@ Goperzl Buell wes potificd thst Crant would set
out for Fort Donslson on the elghthand that 1t night de necessury o eull
on hiz {Cepnersl Dusll) for wdditicual Mfmm Dot on the teath
fnlleck ordered Cront to foptify Fort Henry strongly in tho event any ube
teapt be smde 0 regalin i%. It wes believed that the onomy wns concentrat-
ing tavops by veilvoad sitbher ad Dover, Perls, or GClarkevilie; 0 recovs
his lost sdventege and restore so “equilibeiuwy in his lime of #&fmﬂm

The inclemsney of the weather preovented Urunt fros copsuspeting Ris
plans, ‘The yoods becare impasscblé for the mowent of troops sod supplies.
The Tounpuses had m&w&vita flood stoge and 1l efforts were directed to-
wards saving the &;&wfl isnother factbor thet deterred m ves the necese
aity of atbaoklng without the gun-boats, upon shich 2o gueh rellonce was
piam?g tpon investigaiion, 1% ws foumd et sevoral days mors would be
necessary (o meke repulrs to the flotills and properly equip ite ind so the
reminder of tie time from the sixth to the teolfth wes cpent in gettlng his
troops I8 good condition o dmroh sguinet the Confederuto strongbold.

sfter the fall of Fort Hewry, Confedexrule troops began arriviog daily

snd Fort Donelson wes oontinually strengibened by the labor of the soldiers.

i follow.

It vas reslived that g formidadble sitisok by land snd weter would sou

Re Lrant, :@_g eit., 1, 296,

50. uffieial Hecords, Series 1, 7, 80.
8. ibid., S06.

5%, [Ibid., 800.




Genersl Johuaton hopwed 3o maintsin the 1line of defense from Sort Dopelson
to Howling Cveem for a few weoks and hoped thnt, meanshile, an pumkensd spirit
of the counbry might supply him with the long sought for re-enforcezsnts.

The witention of Sensral Dushrod Re. Yolmson wes directsd to the re-snforce-~
wents shich vors send to the forte Jubsistencs storee apd mualtioss of war
were lanfed daily from She Lrapsporés. These oll rejulred storags. Work for
Ehe ingprovssent of the original ﬁwﬁ of defenses was ppoedad up. Troops wers
assiged and moved bo their positions without definite kuosledge of the |
strengty of the re-saforosmonts dostined for the plads. wﬁawm&?wwﬁ ROOpE
whlelh Colonel Helman had rougité to Ford Loneison, Ueneval Johnson reporied

other offective troops; vig: Thirtleth hegloent, lolonel J. W Head; Forty-

pinth Pegduent, Colonel tniley; Fifileth leglment, Uolonsl Sugg; Fifty-third
Regivent, Colonsl sbermethy; oll of Tesnmcesse Infantry. There wers also Tiw
soepenios of Tenncssee Infentry, Colosel Colins; and one company of light spte
illery, Capleln daney. The betteriss of heevy avtiillery were mupoed by tuwo

compunies of infautry, one

cormmuded by Csptain Bidwell, deteshed Iroxm Colomel
Lexdts RBeclment, and the olher

ecmzanded by Captain Deswmnt, from Colonel
Sugets Bepluvent of Taapaszses Volunteers.
O the 2inath of Februsry, howevor, Comernl Fillow arwived snd asouned

bt Y
scmmnd. Spocisl drders; Ho. 1. awsded:

Irigndier-Gonsral Fillow asouols © d of the forces at his place
Yort sonelson « e relies with gﬁg upon the coursgs and fidelity
=f ths brave cffisers and men under his coewmsd %o maiatsin the post. Lwrive
beak the ruthlass fnwvuder from our soll and sgain reise the Confederste
fing over Foré HDonry. e expscels ewery mwn to do his duly. itk Cod's |
heip we ﬁww secomplish oup purpose. Our battle ery, "Liberty or Ueathi®s |
5. Ibid., |
4. Ibid., @m.w
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He aasigned the recent corvmndant of the Fort, Cessysl Johvson, %o the coge
cend of the left wing. Gemrsl Fillow ied bese im commend of the troops
stalionsd ot Ulnrisville sinoe sie last week in Jemuery. He moved Lis ape
proximately 4,000 troops to Fort Doselson when bhe was ordersd o tale command,

Censyal Pillow considered the fortificstions inocomplete zpd imperiect mﬁw..
55
asld the plage would 2ot be surrenderad and 4idn?t thisk it would bo takehi.
of

In & letler o Geneynl Floyd, and dated Jebruary 1Uth, Pillow said:

««««« 1 am pusiing the work on my river butteries duy und night, spd on my
field works and defensive lines on the river slso doy end night. in one
woek's thoe {4 I am sllowed that muab tioe) I will try herd 0 ambke my .
butteries bombproof. I am sov rulsing the parupets and streagthening them.
I got ny heavy rifled Sl-powdiors and Jo-dnch colivibiad wwmﬁwﬁgg
and tried theom and my wholes butderye. Tho trisl wos nost mwnwwnmﬁé
Jpon oue thing you mey reed sssured, viz, that I ﬂwww DO SUrTan
position, and with Cod*s help I mean %o ﬁw#ﬁ%ﬁ $tece

Ezeerpts fron www roport of Gemersl Ptllow, sritten after the fail of
87
Fort Jooelson;

»oibon I erPived.esseboup gloon wae hanging ower the comand, and the
nu.@om% were greatly depressed amd demorslized by the ﬁgﬁﬁﬁ%& abtsnde, aa
w@%@gguam%g%ggﬁ&gﬁ&gggwwg

The ormanent of the butteries ocomalsted of sight Sfpounders, three Ul
pounder surronndes, ong l0-ingh colunbisd, and ope 2ifled gun of Bl-pounder
calliber.

The celsction of the site for the work s=e eh unfortusats oas. «hile its
cowand of the river wes favorsble, ihe site use espwndsd by the helgits
above and below on wwa river by & contimwus reage of hills 1l arcund the
works o i1ts reer. & fisld work™ of very costrsoted disensions had besan cone
m«aﬁaﬂam by the @ﬁ.ﬁ»@ﬁ %o protoet the batiory; bul the fleld worke were
d by the hills slrcady referred 3o, ond lay open 30 o fire of artile
gg%mgﬁgaggggﬁu beloE.cvons

i extraet from the Hew Vork Times stated that the first thing that isprease

ad one uoon g«wﬁﬂm m.mﬁﬂ z@gg was its immense wgg * ¥ oyt lunry wus

55.  iesty and Lonelson Lens, 6B, a@iﬁw 347, ; &

13599 émmm& m&ﬁﬁm& _mwu&om H 7, 292.

57«  Ibid., 278. *The field work of very contrestsd dimensions nentloned are BOwW ube
mapbed ridess lying botsgon tho fort snd the wtler-battoriss. Three Llepounders |
were mounted im this éuw ?@ wewe.moved into the Ilower buttery before the batile.

8. He and Donolson G 15, G657« Lisutonont Hel.0eiford,in oharge of the 10w

& Diad Bloted T the time Of the arrivel of re-cnférooments,tns woter-bate
gﬁﬁ@ﬁm ng state of ineompleteness and disorder which «Pw&%«&a

@uguww §§ charpes, i wvas Lthere gw mwgﬁ Wmging over the garrison.*




L3 8

thought ¢o be almoat a Gibralter, but 1%s strength is weskness compared to
56
tht of Donslson®. Ihe sceount continued:

coswalilzgit ot this bend on the left benk of the river, »nd conmunding Lt
on the norih, %m water-hotiteries, alde by side, uud nearly down %0
the mbers edpgs.

snseoThe only guns in the Fort avs four sight slege guns, o twelws-pound
howltzer, 2 tventy-four pound guns, shd ors sixty-four pound howitZElesese
For ssveral hundred yprds sround the fort the tishber hes sll been cut domm
80 us to afford o faly swoep for the Confederate runs. Surrounding the
whole Fart end the town, =nd distsnt from the former sboud & uwile, is a
trench for riflemen, vhich runs coopletely around fronm the river bank
above Lover aluoat to a polat neny the river some distance below the wuler-
butteries. Directly west of the Fort, snd within the rifle-j;it, are
forzldsbles sbelle, widell wiuld resder amfadrunce fron thoat divection ale
most un fmpossibility.

In view of the threstening zovements from Culre oni lowisville, Cenersl
Glurk evacusted lopkineville oo the sixth. Cemevul Porrest protected ithe
rear of the veireuting troope es for as Clerksvills, vheve he reportsd to
Generzl Plllow. &a@e}m}. Forrest ess ordered to Fort loselson and reached
the vicinity on the evening of the tenth, bub his comzend wus not ferried
over to the fort side until the next &a;fl 48 the senlor covalry of fieer
b wos sesigned to the commund of z1) eavalyy present; thet 1s, his own

ten compaules, Colomel (entt®s battsllon of Temmesceans, sad Captains fueyts,

#ileox®s, and ¥illiam®s Jentueky companles -- in sll shout 820 treopers. The

game efternoon & ¢snp wos seledgted behind the {ntrencied line. Doopn afler,
orders eume from Copersl Pillow to move oul ut unes to obaerve the roud to
Fort tenry. sbout three miles out he encountered z sguadron of Foederal Cave
alry. Theso wore ovidently st:ff officers and their ceeort making a revons

e detachment, wilch wus dlomounted chion the Confederstes appeai

0. Tor o more mietﬁ Wi;;tioza of the s tor-batteries, o6 poge 99,
6l. Qfficisl Records, series 1, 7, 968.




ed, gqulokly mounted snd fled to Fort Henry. Jorrest pursusd them to the
vicinity of that plass. Sevoral Fedsrel:soldisrs wers killed and wounded
in the panning gus fight, while one was taken prisoners 48 he mas return~
ing FPorrest cbserved another csvalry detsclment, 4in ambush wes lald to
trap it, but as some of the soldlers were 100 emger to eboo%, the ensmy was
warped send sedoe ite escape. TFrom all his observetions Forrest was satlise
fied that Cremk was on the point of moving towards Fort Donelson.

GE
weiting to Csperal Johastou on the tenth, Gllswy sald:

The attack expected here is g combined ous; gun~boats by water and
a land foreoe in the roer. The m&%&t desuper is, In 2y opinien, from
the gun-boals, which appesar o be well proteotsd from cur shot. The of-
feet of owr shot ot Forsd Henvy was not suffictent %o dissbie them, o anye
one of then, 80 5 as | ean sscertain. This was due, I think, ina
great mtesuye, to the went of okiil im the smp who served the guns, nad
ot to the inwulnsyrebility of the boats thennelvesS..... #ith the wepare-
tious that sre nov bolng mude here, I fesl much sonfidence that ve omn
mke o successful resistence ageinat e lend sttack. The atisck by water
will %o moe 4iffioult $o mest., Still, I hope fur suocess LOYe 8180.sves
#8 are making Herculasn efforts to strengithen owr parspets, naking narrvow
cothrasures with anndborteeene

&3
Pillow wrote at the seme Mow:

wasesThis position cen be rmde stropger than Colusbus now by weter 1t we
hsd move heavy srtillery; ¢the great sdvantepe 1t hes is in the narrowness
of the sztroom apd the aecesslty of the bouls spproaching our workes by n
stralght and narrow shannel Tor 13 miles. o more than three boads could
possibly bring thelr sunz %o act won vur position st wnge. This smies the
fisld of fire reg:ived for the gans 80 vory narrow, that 1t sdnite of the
construction Of very Narrov 2nbIrEsuYes.

But Flllow, shortly after, saw 31fflculties wenlshing end pa™ aBsUDTLACE

of the improving conditiom of affnirs, for on the elevsuth he telagrsphed
Coversor Harrls: "Oan defend my position by land, have confldence of doing

80 on wnler 1€ I oon huve » few move days 1o moke oy hattexry prool." %W

&2. Ibid., 889,
63 ids., 870.
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following he wrote to Gemeral Floyd, "Feel sanguine of victory, though I

am not fully resdye I have done nll thaet wea wm&hla' 30 40, and think
& ,
I will érive back the enemy ™. Colonsl Beiley, of the Forty-ninth Tete

nesses Regiment, stated thet the restorstion of confidence among the men
in the garrison to resist the pm&@ of the gmeata was chiefly due %o
Iieutengnt Dixon, in charge of the water-batieries.

v Ia the interim, General Buclner was dlrected %o detsch thet portion of
the sscond Division of the Centrsl Arwy of Kentucky, stationed at Bowling
Green and Russellville, Xentucky; and shich he brought to atd in the de-
fense of Fort Donelson. He srrived with his 'imﬁﬁs on the anlght of Pebw
roary 3.1,65 and wes lmmefllately asslgned to the right wing ~- to cover the
land spproach to the water~batteries, .

Genernl Floyd received s dispateh from General Johnston on the almnz::

I pglve you full suthoriiy to male 21l the dispositions of your troops .
for the defense of Fort Dsmlwn, Clarkeville, =2nd ths Cumberland you my

thiiﬁ( PEODAT susar e ‘
&7

That ssme day snother dispsteh:

Teloe to~day I have telegraphed Yo you to command a1l the troops and
use your judgnent. Your report of the effeet of sur shot at Henry should
epooursge the iroops snd insure our suscess. If fat! the long range we
sould do so much damage with the neoessary shart rangs on the Cumberlsnd,
we should desiroy their bonte.

A @ifference of opinion srose betwesn Gemsral Pillow end General Floyd
a8 o ths proper disposition of tbe troops. Genersl Buckuer congpurred with
Ganeral Floyd. Pillow belleved thes the defense of the river should be mafe
at ’Bamlao#; the other two seenm to have given up the ldea of a successful

defense of the river before the enemy appesred. Floyd purposed to withdrew
and Doneison w 845,

64, Hemry ens
esS. Qfﬁeial %&ri«s 1, 7, g

6'?. Ibid‘
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his division and Buckner's troops from Fort Donelsom to Cumberlamd City.

At this point ihe railrosd diverged frog the river, sed from whisoh plsce

a retreat might be sasily made to Nashville. Is intended to leave Pillow
to defend the fort. This dld mot sppeal to Pillow, who believed that
stronger forces were messaxy snd that such & sourse would Involve his
capture. Ceneral Buckner arrived on the night of the eleventh with orders
from Gensral Floyd, direciing General Pi/l.law to send back to Cunberlasnd City
the designated troopse, but Pillow refused to ellow the troops to be withe
drawn. He appealed to Johnsioun by telegraph. He slwsc went by stesuer to
Floyd at Cumberiend City the moraing of the twelfth, lsaving Buckner in tem-
porary cammend. He finally persudSed Floyd to re-enforcs the garrisen with
the remaining troops from Cusberland City and Clarksvills. General Pillow

returned to Fort Donelson sbout noon of the same day and relievad General
68
Buckner.

Pillow, being still is command, telsgraphed on the twelfth to Cemeral
89
Johnstoni

If I c¢an retain my present foree, I can held my position -~ let me ree
tain Buckner for the present. II now withdrawn, will Invite an attack.
Enemy cannot pasa this plece without exposing himeell %o flank ettack, If
I gn strong enough to teke field, he eannot ever reach here; nor is it
poseible for his {o subaist on saythiang in the country to pass over, nor
ean he poesibly bring his subsistense with him, With Buckner's foree I
ean hold my position., Without 1%, cemnot long.

At 3100 o'clock that afternoon, Johnston relayed the above dlispatoh
0
from Plllow to Floyd, and added:

I do pot know the wants of General Pillow, mor yours, nor pesition of
Cenersl Buckner. You do. Decide, Answer. ,

88, O0Offieisl Reeords, Series 1, 7, 329.
m » &mﬁ‘ @‘ t”.’ w’i
70. Ibid.
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7
¥loyd replied:

I am moving oll my troops exeept tvo Ten essee Tegimenis as fust as
possible with the memns at command. The foree, except what is sbaol-
utely necessary for the fort (I think Buckner coneurs) ought to be at
Curberiand City, whisher we go from all direotions.

Johnston wim to Floyd at Cumberland Gity st 10:30 o'clock that
; RE .
night.

My informaiion from Donslson is $hat & bsttle will be fougbt in
the mornigg. leave a siaall fovee at Clarksvills and tske the remaine
der, if possible, to Donelaon tonight. Take all smsunition thed oan
be gpared from Clarksville. 'The foree at Elkford and whippoorwill
Bridge has been ordered to Clarksville.

Three hours later, 1:30 4. M. February 13, Floyd repliod from Cumbere

3
land City: v :

I eanticipated your cpder, which overtook me here. Shipping the bale
ance of the troops from this point to Donelson. I will reach thers
before day. Ieaving a smll gusrd hevre.

General Floyd bad been given the suthority to dotermine his movements
ae he might think Judieloue, at the ssme time it wos indleaded %o him that
his forees should be beld in readiness al Clarkeville tc move to the support
of Donslson. ) Bat in sny csse, he wes dirseted to encanp on the lsft bank
of the Cumberland, 0 a3 to keep opeh the route to Nashvills in the event
it ahould besoome necessary Lo retreat.

Fioyd arrived early the morning of the thirieenth and fook commend of

4
Port Domslson by virtus of his senlority. 4t 2230 A+ . he tolegrephsd
78
Johnaton:

The eneny's gun-bocts ure advancing. They Union forses arve in force
around our entire works. Our field dsfenses ave good. I think we ean
sustain curselves asguinst the land forces. I reached here this morming
at daylighte

71. Ibid.

72. Henry and Donelson Cempaigns, 645.

73. m&., 645,

74, Official Records, Serfes 1, 7 ___, 267,

75. Hemry “and Donslson M&:




General Floyd wrote to Johnston on the twelfih, bhefore he reselived
76
ordars to go %o Fort Dounslson, the following letter indicatiag his plans:

The best disposition %o make of the troops on this line was $o concen~
trate the main ferce st Cumberlend City -- lsaving at Donelson enough to
make all possible resistanes o say attack which may be made upon the
but no more. The charseter of the country in the resd and to the le: hﬂaf
the fort is such as to make it dangercus to conemmtrsie our whole fores
there; for 1f their gun~boats should pass the fort and command ths river,
our troops would bw in danger of being cut off by a forse fyrom the Tounss-
aee, In this event their road would be open to Nashville without any ob-
siruction vhabever.

He proposed o comeentrate at Cunberland Cisy snd threasten the flsnk of

any force sttacking the fort. “This vasillation impeded, instead of fully
Wing eut Johnston's congeption of defeniiag Hashville at Dozelson. It
ssems that the duty of the hour was o concenirate rapldly at D onslson, dis-
pute vigorouely ithe roads from Henry, fortify as speedily and strongly as pose
8ibls, to securs transii serosez the Owsberland, end a line of retrest aloag

its south bank; in 2 word, to defend Hashville at Donelson.™ -

Geveral Floyd, in his offieial report of Bebruary 27, commented:

The position of the furt, which was established by the Temnesses suthori-
ties, was by no mesns comending, nor was the least military significance
attached to the position, The iatruenchments, alterward hastily mude, ia
meny places injudiciogmly construeted, bhecause of the diatance they wers
plaged from the brow of the hill, subjecting the men to a beavy fire frem
the epemy's sharpahooters opposite ez they sdvanced o or retired m the
intrenchments.scee vs

2n excerpt from Floyd's supplemental report of Mexch 20 stated:

I consider the placw illy chosen, out of position, and eutively indefens~
ible, by eny re-enforcements wshich would be brought % 1ta supportecess I
thought the force slready there sufficient for saerifice, as well as enough
t0 hold the plaos uniil Bowling Green could be evacuated, with its supplies
and mmitious of war.
. z}mml TRecords, Series -1, 7, 272.

77. Ihid., 267.
78, Ibid., 271.
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The great munber of chapnges of comuand that csourred ﬁfking aperations
agninst the fort show the lack ol thorough preparstion for its defense, fqrr
no one commandey had en opportunity Yo brm and earry out a consistent plen
of defense, |

On the 10th of February, Gensral Fleld Ordera, Mo. 7, were issued, ine
atruoting the troops at Foris Henry snd Heiman 2o bold themselves in resdi-
resz to move on VYedresday, the 12th iastant, at as early an bour as praeti-
cable. Nelther tents nor bsgsuge were %o be teken, except such as the troops
eould cerry. 411l the men were %0 be supplisd with 40 rounds of snpunition and
two days® rations. Three days® adiitiomal rations wers %o fouam; ' Two regle
ments of Infentry wers ordersd ic remain ad Fort Heamry, %o be desigunted fvem
the Firet Division, and one brigeds at Fort Helman, io be designsted by Gener-
al Smith, amm&iz. Gsnerel lew ¥allecs was directed to remein in commend
of Ford Hemry during the oxpedition sgninst 3@1"& Donelaon.

it is doubilzl that Grant eélleé; 2 couneil of war. The near=st approach
to it wes a meeting held on the uew Uncle Sem, lster tremsformed into the gun-
boat Elackhewk. On the morning of the elevenih a staff officer visited esch
comreniant of division aund brigade aud gave the following memag:ﬁ

Cewsrel Grant sends his ccupiiments snd requests $o see you this aftere
noon on his boab,

The meeting was very informal snd officers left == soon as they learned the
plans fmg the attack.

The most difficult part of ihe whols route to Fort Dpnelson was from the
Tenmmsases River et Fort Henry to the high ground about two miles back. To ex~
pedite the movement of troops, m» First Brigsde, Colonel Oglesby, end the

79. Ibid., 601,
80. Battles snd leaders of the Civil ¥ar, 1, 404.




Third Brigade, Colonel Morrison, of MoClernand's Division, moved out about
four glles at 4100 otclock thet afternoon on the Ridge Road, where the troops
bivouaced for the night. The Sccond Brigade, Colomel %. H. L. Wallace, en=
camped about four miles out on the Telegraph Roed. The Second Diviasion, un-
dex General Smith, was composed of the First Brigade, Colonel Meirthur; Third
Brigade, Colomel Cook; Fourth Brigade, Colonel Lawssn; Fifth Brigade, Colomel
My Lo Smith. This Division took position for the line of march on the Ridge
Rosd in year of the @w‘mmim.

81

Mallerand*s disision was composed of eleven regimentis of infantry, one

or two ﬁ@m‘hsr of Bavelry, and et least fouwr field batteries. Thess batter-
188 were Maer*é, Teylorts, Sehawertste, and Meillister’s. General Smith's
aivia.zoa.%m made up of ﬁftaén reglments of infsatry {including Birge's
sharpshooters), and three fisld batteries. These batteries were D, H, and
X; eorzmafied by Cspiains Richardson, Weller, and Stope, respsectively; come
posing the Seoond Bettalion of the First Missowri Light irtillery and command~
ed by Msjor Cavender. This made sbout 18,000 sffective tmﬁ% | As the
btrocps were moving out to the high lands the first re-enforcemenis arrived

at Fort Hemry on trangports. These were six regiments, undor the command of
Colonel Thayer, of Nebraska, and coasisted of sbout six thousand £roops —=
infantry, eavalry, and art&ll&ry?& It was $00 laste $v dlaembark the troops,
and they were ordersd to g at onee under convoy of the transports o Fort

Donelson. GCenersl Iew Wallace was directed to remnin zat Yorts Henry and

8l. Offisial Records, Sexries 1, 7, 188.
82, 1Ibid.

83. 1bid., 159.

84, Henry and Donelson Campaigns, 540.
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Helmen with 2,500 men.  This constituted the Third Uivision.

The dolumos of the First and Second Divistons were ordered forward
at 8:00 on the moraing of the 128h. Tie country-side betwean the two

forts was very rolling, thiokly covered with tizber and sparsely settied.

The ros@s-were not obatrueted by any Confederate soouting partiea for the
Federsl Cavalry under Colonsl Diciey, bad patrolled the rosds continmuelly
and eoffectively and maintained com-mication between the two columns, The
telasgreph Rosd vos teelve ailes long, the Hidpe Boed sbout foulteen; and
agggwgggggﬁggwgwﬁﬁgg%@ﬁanﬁi
tresclments of Yord Donelson sbout nool.

General Ducknsr stated thet Geperel Pilllow, when bo went to

Gumherland
City to conmult with Conerel Floyd on the twelfth, had left hin under the

impression that he Cencral Pillow 414 mot expect an immediete adwance of the
enmny, and regarded their approssh fyom Fort Hemry ss lnpractiocsble. Fillow
slso informed Cemarel Buckuer that he had directed that & recomnoissance be
made by Forreat’s Cavalry, “with inetructione in no event % briug on sn en-

Federsl scouting perty, in commad of Imjor John ifudd, was sncountere
o4& by Forrest sbout two milos from the center intremciments. Cemeral [leClern~
and*s of flefal report gtated that his cavalrymen wers met by o "detachment of

the enony's eavalry strongly supported, indienting the determination to reslst
ar
our fuprthey

fug parly wes given support by the advanced guard, under imjor Iaeon, of the

Thirtieth Regimont Illinols VYolunteeys. The Dighteanth ma%« vas forzed
5. gﬂ Op. oits, 1, 264.

B&, Off% gmmou 1, 7, 329.
87 da, 170,

srogress”s The Confederute plelkets wore driven in, and the sooute




anies st tho feot of the hill, on the top of +hich,
Forrost and his mon wore elationed. The remainder of the Federnl colums
beld ite position ao in the line of merch.

Gerpral Forrest dissounted his mon and forsed s lige of battle alomg
the orest of the ridge nud obliguely scross the roud. The most Liportant
position mus ssaligned o Say®s wd Husbrick's comppnies, who were armed with
powerful laynard riflec. In front of his centor wes s marrow walley of
clomred lamé through which the enamy hed to advans

pe  Shen thiz ws attegh -~
2d, they were mat with & terwific fusllade. Thic deterred the advence and

prised & yotreat to o selighboring ridge. Along this o delowr and an advanoce

by another rosd wes atteaptsd for the puyposs of tursing Forfoet's lelt flank.
fis fores was re-disposed so as to check this movement. Hay's snd Fambriek's

Cavglry, driving them bask to the lines of infundry. Soon after, Jajor lelly,
with three squedrons of Confederate Cewalry, made a vigorous sdwsnse from the

sngrgod & large infentry faree in that quarter.
4 part of Porrest®s troops stiompted %o gala the resr of the grasd puexd,
80 zz to eut them off frum their swpport. This attespt was Drustrsted by the

mmsumm@msﬁwn%mgumml

tinply errival of the Sighth Regiment and Lisutensnt Gucbert®s battery, which
fired s shell lnto the advancing cavalry wmd cnused it o retire. Detachments
of the Confederate Cavelry contimued %o guard ihe hills in fromt, over which
the Federal troops had to pass to their designated posiions. Tas first
brigads of \oClernand's Division fommad to the right in the upen fields, and the

rest shanged his fromt from the rigit to the left of his lioe bf battle to



et e pew sdveuce, dowe of Forrest®s skirsisbers were endungered by
supericr mpbere and were rslieved by a second detuchment of aliraishers.
Lresesy wus ordered to fire his battery imto these skirmishers. ihis fore-
ad the Confedareles w retlrs.

For seweral hours skimishing Yeé lees sainitmined with the offeot of
koeriang e vhole Felergl colum in eheek. Duckuer, teaporarily in comaand,
&t 3:00 o*elock opdsyed Forrest to retwrs bhehind the intrecohments, for it
zae found thet FPorrest wes opposed W superior mpdbers and Dwre wos o ine
fantry to sepport Lim, porssent to Pillow's imstrustions mot @& bydag on sny

sxception of this attenpt by Gapneral Forrvest to resist
the advspes (0, and the wltimete invwssteut of Ford Donelson, the Confederate

sugnpeaent. W18 the

samvaading of ficers meds mo effort to dheck the mowssnd and ealmly let the

Federal forcea encirels their positions
88

The Carondelet, under Compmunder Galke, arrived about 11:RD L. M., Just at

the tioe vhen Crant®s maln goard arvived wlibin sight of Ford nonselson. The

fune-bost 2ad besn ordared up e Caderland River in advanoce of the other gule
bonts Lo prevant the landing of azoy yo-enforvesentes. She wee in tow of the
steansr slpe and ¢asl off when the fopyt sppesred in sighte.. The gmeboat pro=
cseded 1o wilhin long reape of the Confedersis balteries. From this positioa
nart of the fortifientions weore s¢roensd by thw wonds aud hills on the left
Wank. It hed beon agreed belween Orent emd Ualke et the lailer signal his

arvival by firving the bowguns at the fort and slse W drew the encagy's fire,

a3 thus to loonte the gun plececsals, sboul ten sbiots eere fived by the Care
ondslet. Caplsin R. R. Hoss, of ihs Meury Avdlllery, steted in his offieisi
report that he took chmrpe of the Gd-pounder rifled sun and that it and the

88. Offieial Resords, (lavies) Series 1, 22, %7.
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I-inch solunbiaod replied fo the fire of the gun-boat. 7The Casondelet

thea dropped down stresm end anchored about thres miles asay. The Federsl
land forees were repdrSed %o have choewed heartily sben the sound of the
shot voverberaied ilwowh the glr. There wes o mreat dsal of riwelry, for
the froops were delernlned thet this battle st Fors Doselson would reflect
eradit upon themsalves, Inssmuch az they had mot =
Yord zmﬁ

Cemsral 'eClernand fourd no further resistance to his mowswmpia after

ared in the vietory st

Forrest®s cevalry had been roczlled widhin the Tort end ordered the Fivst Dive
ision to push forward. His inatrustions were to continue his sdvence 80 as
30 cover the left of the ememy”s works, shich wss in the direction of Dover.
Sefore starting this movenont, howewssy, he ovdersd s reconmnissonoe o be
sede of the Indian Cresk roed, on his right. The roport of the reconmoitere
ing party showsd that this road wes open to sn sfvance by the Conledsrete

i by the Decond, were moved over & range
of steep hills, whichk overlooked the cemter smd right of the ememy®s worke.
The Firet Brigede mas forred on thely right in ¢ lue of buttle. The field
places ware moved into position on the erest of the hill. Cgleshy moved
hiz brigede toward the enemy's center, from shiek peint could be aseen the epe
of the Confederates on & hill opposite. Cenfederele troops were

socn In the valley end on the hills in lerpge nmurbers. Colomel Ggleshy order-
& Sehwuriz's bottery to open fire upon them, but the renge of five was too
geeat 0 4o much Jupege.

&4 Jerwes Tifled pleees, Trom Japteln Dresserta bat%ry, wns bmzmt ia%n

§. Offielal fecords, .
% {ég% 8ng leadere m&az%&'%@} ﬁ-’z L s 1, 1.




sarvice and clonred the way for & Nerther adwmnoe of the First LDivision,
shilch sas lad by the granl swrd, wndsy Yajor Sacon, snd &ww@g by the
Firat Srigsde. The Second 2rignde wac formed Into line on s left of

the Pizat; the Third forwsd into line o the laft of the Ssoond =88 op~

91
2 gentsr,

posite the

Thiz movemant of the Fisst Division plased it opposite the Confederate

left wing, corpmudad by Geporsl SBushrod R, Johwmson. 48 30o0n &3 1% was
realized dhat the Union troops led effsoted o pardisl investwent of the fort,
Canoral Pillow ordersd the troopa ocut Yo complete ss wpldly as posd ble the
1ine of rifls-pits mmrked out by Major Gllmer. Osptalss Maney's, Preueh's,
Groen®s {fived &..-vmhwﬁw? Suy*s, anl Green's {socond divisisn, under Lisude
enant Parkion] hotterdies were plased iz saliend positions; from right %o
left, vespectively. Confederete pickets wore thromn out on the Uyma's Feyry
foad, to nrotest o working rarty, aployed in extending sn abalis at that

sat was driven in sbout dusk, and the [lrsl casualtiss

point,. The 4
ocowyrad on the left »ing, viz: Xkilled, 27 wounded, 1; the lz%ter was nowy
found and must hows been esptured, Durlng the skimishing iz the oftewnoon,
everal Confedersie soldisrs were takes prisoners, ¥ Iaforssd the Federal
officers that the Confedsrate stronghnld consisted of batween 20,000 end

£5,000 men.
Consral Smith, upom his srvivel ot Fart Donelwon, Lmmeftstely ia rear
of the Flrst Division, moved his oolwm in the direction of the Confederste
© right, held dy Geuernl Duckner's troops. The investment was begun by plao-
tnz the Fourth Beignde on the sxiveme 1% of the Second Divisizn's position.
On its right, the Third Brigade took up i%s poeition. This jolned the lof%
rigade of Jalth's divislon was held




e
in YesuTve.

7he resminder of the day and part of the anight was devoted o moving
the Federal troops into position to imvest the fort. That night soms of
the Federsl troops, standisg under amma, onvemped withia sight of the en-
iss wore esleblished, without opposition, 4in m’ai@t wpon cormending
eminenses along the Federsl linss =~ at polnts highly favorubis fbr ansoye

bes had not been ingetive but labored in

ughout the atgnt of the mm with preetieally all their
avalilsble mon. The sarthworks wers stvenpthesad, field betteries wera
plagsed in position, and every posaible diasposition was made Tfor the most of-
ficient deferse.
Defore daybreak on the morning of the thirtesnth, bLivpe®s sharpshoobers
moved out to mdvemeed positicns, from whers they began to five into the fatigue
parties working on the Confedsrnte defensen. Thelr five, lovever, 1us Y8iturn-

Q& b&? m Conlaflers
gh the eracke of mhich ey ware sble to shvoi with greater safety to

Thin continued for shout an hour aud inflicted sush lossesn on

g%qﬁkmmmmgwi&ﬁmﬁ%@ydmm
troope. Tooh wos g perfecl mevrkemon and oavried s long-rance Heary rifle,
with saights delicatsly adjusted ss for tavoet practice. They hsd no
imuediate mperior while in the iine of duty and soded individuwelly in

the discharge of thelyr work. Ihey would report to thelr officer at domn .
vho would nek “eanteens full, bleefilte for all day.” Following ihle forme
slity of “all right boys, bhunt your holes.® They would disperse end poek
the most advantegecus plagses behind trees or roks in hollows aad acmotioes
in holes they dug. ‘They usunlly remeined in that position the enbire day.
Lsfter nightlall they would retwrn 1o carp to report the day's sotivities.




the Unlon sharpshooters that they were foreed to uithirsw from sotlon.

Cenernl Crant's headguarters wns a log houee about two miles from
lover, owned by Yrs. Orisp. Harly this semwe morning Gran%, &t boode
guarters, commmnicated with Commrder ‘alke comteraing his arriwal the
day before and that he bad sucoeeded 1n getting his division ia pnsigim
and had partially lnvested the enenmy®s works. Iie requosted ualke to
bombard the fort at 10:00 o'clock that ho mipht teke sdvantage of any oohw
fuslon within the gerrison.

The strangest thing of sll was the faot thet the (onfederates, be=-
hind fleld works oreoted in & chesen position mietly waited, without the
sligitest show of oppoaition, whlle snother symy ivs &qunl procepded ol
leisure ¢o plaoce 1% in g state of aia@?é

By 85:00 o'slock the Yederal Sroops started their movemcat to coeglete
the invegtuent. Om the Federal left, the Seventh lowms, lieutemant-Uolomel
Jomes U. Parrott, was detached from Colopsl loumen®s Irigede to suppors
Captain ‘elkerts Hattery . This battery of two Z-pounder Parrott guns
sas of the First !lssoprl Iiskt srtillery, wunder iajor Cavender, ‘hen the
infantry support was mansuvered into position it comenced firing opposite
edorate butieries res-

the ocemtor of the Confedernte field works. ‘e Cox
ponfled with sach a well directod fire that tho Federul batteries were foroe
8l %0 change position from time %o time. Satteries D and © were slso

whieh continued to push on to the extrems lefi.

to cover the movenent of the infaniry columns,

‘This procedurs was of necessity very slov and cautious, for the ter-

e X

94. Zattles sl lesders of the Civil Sar, 1, 407.



rain vas msavily wooled and brolten. The heed of the odlunn was flanked
right aad left with as many ekirmishers as possible, supported by strong
reporvas. Cemerul Jmith stated in his officisl report thet, "Reporis

of differont commadeors, partially confirmed by oy personsl obsorvations,

satisflisd me thet an assault on almost eny part of the entire fromt cover-
ed by us mss not preetiesl, %Mmmmﬁimazmﬁ

The Firs? Drigede, ocorrmnded by Colonel Joha lMeirthur, wes eomposod
of the Uinth Illinoie, Colomel supust bersey; Twelfth Illinoia, Colonel
John zm&m; Foxty-firet Illinmois, Colomel Iasmc C. Pugh; ell rogie
monte of infantrv. This brigsde wos held in msam and alm supported
Uajor Cavender's batteriss. Dy order of Cemeral Grent, it was detached
at 4:00 . . ond put unler the cocmmnd of Genersl SeClernend.

The Third Drigade, ocaumandsd by Colomel Jobm Cook, wes 0APOBEd
dewcath Illlzmols, Lisutesant-Colonel amdrew Je Dmboock; Twelfth lows, Cole

onel J. Je Vioods; ‘Thirteenth Hissourl, Colousl Cyafts J. ixighty Fiftieth
Illinols, Colonel opes i« Dene} Fifty-seccond Mm, Colonel sedth; ald

ireuta of infantry. m Filrat %ﬁ.mu-i Light artillery, under cozald
of !njor Caveuder, wus tamporarily assiged to e brigede. This brigads
was moved up the Dover road to within a heilf =mils of the Confederste works,

wiih the troops of the Seventh {llimois end ﬁ‘iﬁWﬁﬁ indiana Hepiosg
as skirmislers. They progressed until the Seventh Illinois came wmithin
range of a Confederste battery, {(most likely iorter's). They wore foreed
to rotreat vhen fired upon, for the mature of tie ground was sueh that the
supporting srtilliery was dolayec. after falllug beelk, they puve support

%6. Hemry snd poneloon U

s v




to Rishardson's battery, which by this time wus brought isto aotlion.
Golonel Cook ordered the four other vegiments to galn the saamit of o
videe overlooking the fortifications, about 80 yards swmy. It was found
that it would be fmpossible to go any further without heavy loss of 1ife,
on account of the heavy abatis outside the intreschments. 4 continuous
fire was malatained all day by the akirmishers. 7This position was held
Suring the night by the Third Urigede.

The Fourth Brignde, comxmanded by Colomel lauman, sas composed of
Fourteonth Iowam, Colobel /41liam T. chaw; Toenty-fifth Indlans, Colomel
Jemos C. Veateh; Seventh lowa, LioutensnteUolosol James u. Perrott; Second
lose, Colonel Zames i, Tuttle {arrived st Fort Donelson on the steawwr lio-
Cill on the 14th; all regiments of infentry. The First Reglment Shexp=
ahcoters, vestern Divislon {(also kmown as Birge®s sharpshooters), Iiedtsusnt-
Colomal Y. 5. Compton, was also attached %o the Fourth Irigade. The laft
wing, 16th Towa and BESth Indiana, ®was moved from i%s sncampmeat towsrd the
Confedernte intronchments. Thess $roops progrescsd satisfactorily until
they reached a ravine at the base of 8 hill, upon shich were the cnemy fowti-
fications. The l4th lowm was deployed on the right, shils the 2ith Indlanm
moved on the left -~ up the hill. 7The 7¢h Iows, which hed supported isjor
Cavernder's Battery the day belures, returned and ook i%s position in the cole
ter. These advanoes were umade under terrifie firing and csme to a halt when
the sbatis was reached. 4 fairly safe position was found, and this wue hold
for ebout two howrs, after which the troops wers urdered o retire beyond
renge of the Confederate fire. Tho losses mere heavy in this brigde.

Dy sightfull Cenersd dmith had vovored the Confederate right wing with




96
spprosirntely 7,000 troops. Sklrmighers wors recanllad o thely reapective

unito, 4 the troops vere oxdered b resnin in the positions they held,
exoept Colonel Lawwm:n's regiment, which retived to the positlon it had held
in the sorning.

fhe Confoderato lloe of defeunss was &ivided into tmo svotors; the right
wing, undey DrigadiersOeneral uckner, and -the left, under Drigsdier-{saeral
Johnson. Cenersl Buckser occupled that pnyt of the lilne from Indian %o
fickomn Creek. This covered the land npprosches 0 the suter-battorics and

tie fort and extended for about throe-quarters of o %wwwa s corvend was
a wa»&wﬁw of the Second Division of § Gantral srey of Jentuecky which had
beoon detached from towling Green :nd Russellville, Ventuoky. This portion
conaimted "of the Thixd or Colomel Johu C. Brewn’s brigade, shich wes com-
posed of the Third Tennsases Volunteers (thich was Colomel Irown's reglment);
iightesath Tennessee Hggiment, Colonel Jemes Ee Palmer; Thirty-secom Tene
nesses Reglment, Colomel . C. Cook; half of Colomel Deldwin's Second Bri~
gade {tenporarily nttached to Colonel fvown®s); Second Regiment iestucky
Volunteers, Colonel L. V. isnson; Fourteenth iilssisslppi Volunteers, Major
W L. Doss; Torty=first Tennesces Voluuteors, Colomel Hobert Farqubare
son; Forter's Thomas X. Dattery of six field ploces, und Craves® Riee ke
Battery of six fleld piecos. The ressinlag regiments of Jeldwin®s brigade,
The Twenty-sixth Tennsesee Volumbeers, Colomel Joha 4. lillerd, end the
Twenty-sixth iiisalssippl Volmmteers, Colonel 4. E. Reyuwolds, togetiher with
the brignde comymnder, sere detoshnd from ny conmand by Lrigedler-Censral
96. Orent, Op. git., 1, 299, Gen.. Crant stated that during the 1Zth and 15th

the Haticonl Toroes were composed of 15,000 men. GCeneral UcClerpand re-
ported the strength for the First Divielon wus 8,000. IV seooms ressousble

to beliswve that the stresgih of the Second Livision should have been 7,000,




Cemeral Buolkmer dispossd his troope in the following mmumer: The eX~
treme right wss held by (olonel Hanson's reglment, the Second Sentucky Vole
unteers. The line of this regiment extended on the right %W the backwate
ors of Hickmen Creek. It Was upon this segtor that the Third Irigsde of
Genersl Smith®s Diviefon, under Colomel Laumen, charged and mede saveral des-
perate attexpts to eopture. Porter's battery, on the left, inflicted ssvere
losses to the Federal troops with an onfilading fire. On the night of the
 thirtcenth, Colonel fianson was re-enforced by four pisces of folonel Jackeon's

Virgials irtillery, whiech weve placed in good positions to repulse any further

sad, the 18th Tennessee, on Hanson's laft, proe
pered to support Hauson iR any asssults on his position. Just before the
Pederal m\mm their asseult o fianson’s line, thrse ommpenies of the
isth Tonnessee were deployed in the rifle-pits, shilde the remsining oospen-~
fes formed in colums to sumtein the line covered by this deployment. it the
tire when M'B position was charged, %w compunies of the Lighteenth vere
sont to ree-suforee him.

Ffoptor's baltory of six guns ococupied a comrwmnding position, where they
could flank the intrenchments from right to left anj also commmnd the road
which lead to the fromnt. They gove sdmirable sunport o Hanson's and Hoiman's
poasitions that were asseulted that day ani from this vanioge opot aided great-
ly in repelling the ouslsughte. The Fourteemth Hisalssippi m the =aln
infantry support for this battery.

97. Qffielsl hesords, ceries 1, 7, 329.



tha left of WWWW’&. The saliesnt position of this
line mas defendad by Forter's hattery, whils Ceptaln Graves' battery (scmoe
times refarrsd %o as the Iesaquens Datiery) was postad mpar the left. This
battery protected the laft flank of Zolonel Brown®s Third Brignde and aim
the hills immdistely in front. Abous

Hieman'®s rizht. It slao comsended
ing & Federal colusm was soen moving down the vale

lay between the Thimd Drigede®s laft &mﬁ Helman's right. 3Before loimen
noticed this moving eolumm, Colonel Irown ordered Gruves o open flire with
ell his gume. Shortly after, the Poderal $xoops took shelter on & mwamit
of 8 hill to the left, when lanoy’s bettery opened wp end drowe them beyond
rengs of all the w?;ﬁ later on in the day, tho Federuls plasted one
seation of & battery Battery 1, Flrst Hissouwri Mght axtillery on s Bl
almost opposite Uravea® hatiery and opensd au enfilading fire wpon the left
of the Thim Drigade. Graves® responded with a direct shot and knocked
one of the puna from its carviages. 4 shot from Forter's Battery dlesdled
alother, and the supporting infentry retreatsd under fire from both bate
tories. |
29

szmta agsregate strength of Buskner's troops was 3,420 ine

fontry and m men in the two batteries of srtillery. ‘This atrength ie

mend of Cone

esoluaive of the 844 iaﬁ“m::g dstashed and plaseed wader the o
aral Pillow.
Ceners]l Bushrod Be Johuson cormanded the donfederate laft, shich took

o8, mwmﬁ of this esssult on pages 87,88, and 89,
Series .1, 7, 337, see Appendix XXX, TABLE FIVE.

99, % aial
00, is the ast&m strength of Uraves™ and Fmﬂa fatterive. Uraves®
Battery had sbout 113 officers aad ren. Porter's Jatiery had about 100

offisers and men.
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up 1t= position on the laft wing of the g%wgg lize of dufense. (ole
onel Helenn's Trigade was in position on the «.w%%» of g_ divieion wal on
the laft of Bueksey®s divialon. Coloael Uelman's Brigeade coasiated of the
Tenth Tensosser Volus%esrs, Lleutenant-~-Colonml F. A. dolavoeiy Fiftyethinmd

Tenneasao, Colomel ilfred H. sbsrmaibiy; Hetiery Light ardillewy, Cepluin
Froak Mamey; O compsnles Fopty-sigtth Teanessse Seplownd, Colonel Ye le VOO
hiea; & cospanies Twentyesewenth ilsbeom, Colonel i. A. lughes; orty-sgcee

ond Teuneeses, Colomel We 4 .unrles; aggregete sbreagih, 1,800,

ihe grount ocenpled in the lizs of defense by veimms was & alll some
what in the shape of & A, mith the apex st the angle; tais wus ohe odvenoe
m&ggégwg%a%ﬁm%i%@%%&%ﬁ%%@
iize of defense., ¥Fros this polint the ground desoendied sbauptly on such side
o & wllsy. The walley oz the right wes wbout 500 yurds wide and coeparsted
Eim from Buckwey. They wsllsy on the lert wes moout lwlf as wide and ran
betaosn the left of Felzen's Drigedo aes the vight of Ursks's Drigate. Thoee
two valleys umited about half o mile in the year of the lise. leima®s line
of Grfenpe wes mbout 2,500 feet in length. The rifls-piis wesw scoupied
by the Tenth Tenseesse on the right. Om the lef¢ flask wea tho Forly-eighth

- lemesset. The Fifty=-thiprd Tennessee mnd the Tecatyp-sevenih ilaboos were be-

twoon these two floaking reglesmts, spd Mabsy'e betlery wee is the senter,
bile janey's beltery ok the meExnit of a KL, held ab sdveuisgecun epot for
anfilading, it sas sxposed $o eoomy Lirse AL the fise of e eugegerent on
the Thirtceath the gune were mol evon protected by perepets, for wery litile
time wes mwvailebls for this purpose, During the night, teo Fedorsl batieries
hed Doon cstablished, one om the right, the other on thw lelt, of Heloam’s
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position. while Usmey's battery was exposed %o ths Federsul battery on
the right, be had an advantage over the battery on the left in sltitude.
felow was a large field, over which the Federal troops had % oross to
26t to Urnke's position or %o Helman's line fyom thet direction. %The

me&@ Lennensnes
rogiment were put in the rifle-pits, Dr there were not snough men in the

aas held in yeeerve, ond zeveral copuanies of this

othey repiments $o cover the shole line.

ihe Federal batteries comensed firins very early in the soraing,
and thie wvas prompily snswered by the Confederste artilliery. .about 11:00
he Hu m;&mmmummumwmaﬁmwamwm
of Fedewnl tfwmml These troops wore found to be deployed in the woods
in front of the rigd and ocenter of the [leimsn®s position. it uns at this
time that Croves® hatitery, soross the wolley, opened flre upon the ssssulle-
ing group. Coptaln Uomey shelled the woods, using grape and canister,
which inflicted heavy losses won the enery. The Federal sharpshocters,
under aover of the woode, killed snd wounded many of [laney's gunners, to such
ap extent that there were only emough survivors 0 sen one seotion of the
battery after the confliet. Ileutenants Durns ond lassie were the first
casunliies in lsnay'e battery on this day. iltopether, stout 10 were kille
of end 30 wounded, all from Csptain “sney's snd Colonel ibernasthy's coxend.
The brmt of the atiack was borme by the left of the Tenth Tennesses, Filty-
third, the right of the Forty-slghth, and the Forty-seccond Tennessee
mitient firing contimmed slong this sestor for the remainder of the day.

» Intere

Gemsral #1llow, late tiat aight, ro-enforeed !uney with s seotion of light
artiilery, unier Caplalm rarker, iajor Graes, 1l0th Wam, superviced

101, See 4.8 socount of the assanlting detaohment, pegs 56.




fatigue perties from the 42nd Temnesses in constructing parspets in froht
of the batteries.

There wos very little fichting on the %hirteenth for the remainder
of the Comfedsrete loft wisg. The Thirtieth Tomwesace, Colonsl John bi.
fead, '»ld a position in the outer line of defonse, detween the ﬁm of
Urale's Origode and the left of Helmmn®s. The men in this regiment found
it necessary $o hurriedly comstruct rifle-pits for their protestion, &s
the enemy was emoamped in force In front of this position. |

Colomel Jomsoph Drake®s Drigade counsisted of the Fourth Regiment Uassi-
aeippl, Uajor idair; Fifteenth ikamses, Colonel Jgmes J. Cee; two compan-
ies ilabama Dettalion, lafor Carvin; amd s Tennessee Hattalion, Colomel
Irowder. Cepteln D. i« French's Virginis light artiliery, of four plieces,
oecuplied ¢ position between the first ¢wo reglments of this brigsde,
‘ The Fifty-first Virginia Infemtry, lLisutenant-Colonel J. i, Massie,
of Colonsl Gabriel C. “harton’s Irlpede, had éammzeﬁ & position between
Urake's mnd Davidoon's Drigade, but wden %m:*é battery was assigned o
this position, tie Pifty-first Virginis wes ordered to the support of the
Inft wing.

e

Colomel Je. Jo Unvideon'e Drigade was on Umake's left and was composed
of the Third Pwenty-third Hesissippi, Colonsl imvideon, IieutenanteCole
omel Joseph . Wells, commanding; Xighth Zentuoky, Colomel Burnett, Lisute
enant~Colonel H. B. Lyom, eawmnding; Seventh Texns, Colonel Cregs; and the
Firet Misslssippl, Colomel Joha M. Simomton, Lisutemam:= Colomel 4s S. liomil-

ton, commandinzg. Detween the Third Mssissippl and the daghth m&my

R

1op. sbout 1:00 e’clook on the fiftesath Colonel amwa. in wnme xith
a verbal order f{rom General Pillow, tock ocommand of this brigade, eorrmnd
od up to that time by Colomsl Lavidson.
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were two battortes. The first seetion of ggm Hattery, of fouwr
piecos unier the personal supervision of Ceptain Creen, wns lotated
mear the Uyan's Ferry Fosd. The Cooochland Light irtillery of four
pleces, under Captain Johm Ii. Cuy, ®as in position mear the Forge Road.

e S

Un the right of the First Mississippl wes the other reglment of
Golonel thartom's Drignde, the Fifty-sixth Virgiaia Regiment, Ceptain
Ga Ue nvis. On the laft of the Fivst Misslosippl wes the second section
of Croan's Sattery, of three pledes, under the com:and of lieuteaant Pere
king. The extreme left wes held by the Teenty-sizth iHasiselippi, Colw
onel Reymolds, of Colonel Meldwin's Gvigade, whieh wes posted in this posi-
tion when deteohed from Ducknerts troops. Jhe Twenty-sixth Tenuescee,
Colonsl Iillard, wes held in reserve, The left wing oxtended %o a poiat
shere Dowor could be protected on the cast and Wpre the backwaters of
iick Cresk nmade an impasssble burrier bheyond the loft line of defense.
The effective trvaps ok the laft wing under Censral Johnson, includiag
Ceneral Pillow's command, nuasheved betweo:. seven and o»mwfgug
" the Farty-ainth Temnessoe, Colonsl Juses f. Bailey, and the Fiftieth
Jennsswes, Colonsl C. A« Sugg, garrisomed Fort Donslson, under occwmend of
Colonsl Deiley. Colonel Head with his Thirtieth Teanessse, had been ia
soerand of the garrisen up until the time the regiment wns ordered out to

the front lioe of defense on the thirtoeanth.

The Fisst Division, under Censral :Clewnend's orders, continued to
push along the loft of the Confederatd line, whlle Cenersl dodth moved
the Secomd Division to its assigned position. Heney's Zattery, on the
crest of e hill, in the cemter of Hsimen's cawmnd, opened fire uponm -
108, See Appendlx, XX , TABLE FIVE. -
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Clermani's troops. Uemersl vollernend hed givea inatructions to his
batteriss %o refrain from returning the fire, in compliance vwith Oront'a
orders to evold bringing om & gemersl engagevent. hile this firing
wns going on, he ordered Uolonsl Dicimy's Cavalry; two compan

ond Tllinots Cavalry, unier Colonel 5ilas icble; snd two compenies of the
Regular Fourth Cavalry, under Lisutemant Powell; $o mais a reconnolssance

ramm:mmarsgmmmormmwm. Duxring this Yo
sonnoissence the lins was advanced undsr the partisl cover of a ridse
and some woods in the direction wmg the iynn*s Ferry Boad. The ool
uon wes lesd by the First Brigade.

Colonel Hicherd J. Uglesby's Drigsde, the First, wms
Eighth Regiment Illinois, Lisutemant-Colonel Fremk L. Hhonds; Eighteenth

shael I, lasler; Twenty-ninth Illlmois, Golonel Joues

Ss Rearden; Thirtleth Illinots, lLisgtenant-Colonel Zllas S. Dennils; and
the Thirty-first Illimols, Colonel Joln i. logem. The iighteenth was on
the extrane right snd just beyond the Wiyrm's Ferry Fond. The other rogle
meats wore in line 2ighit to the left, The Dighth on the loft of the Eighe

toonth snd the Thirty-first on the extrems left of the brigade. Four Inde-
pendent Uavalry Ww, under Lieutennnt Xind snd Captains iguelton Cupm

michanl, Jumos J« Dollins, and ., Jomes Ctlarpets, were sttached to this

brigads. Ceptain Adolph dehwarte's battery, the Sesond Illinols Light irte
posed of the two Gepounder guns and two l2-pounder
howitzers, under Lisutensnt C, Conyad Cusbart. Ugptsin Schwaris was acting

1llsry, Dattery i, wan

Chief of Fleld artillery, attachad o oClernand's staff. Cepials Juaper [,

Dresser's Battery i, of the Illinois Light artilleyy, was posed of three
104
sl ar am‘“@m. Ihis brigsde nusherved 3,383 effective -

'4. Estimated. MeClernand says 8000 troeps in the 1st Diviaien, Col. ®m.

He L. Wallace says 3400 in the 2nd Brigade, Col. Morrison says 1377 in

the 3rd Brigade, therefore 3233 should have been in the lst Brigade.
Official Records, Series 1, 7, 180, 192, 21l.




then the Confederste battery opemed upon the Federal column oarly
in the morming, Uresser's battery was ordered to take s position opposite
thisg main redan. He succeeded in silensing this bettery iz sbout fifteem
minutes., iaping the mornisg Ogleshby’s Irigeds mm forwerd to the right
adout Belf o mile, unier heavy fire from the (pnfederate batteries. Ives=

ser's battery wos sdvanced as the column progrecsed aad hed to umligber
saversl timses o webrn the hewvy firve thnt hinderxe
Oglesby'e iyipgede advanced

i the advoace of the

apother helf mils nesrer Dover. This placed the brigade line within about

mand wea taken back t0 & next sud highey ridge, sbout 250 yawde from the ine
trenclments, where they ancmrped for the night, out of darnger of ensmy fire.
Zighth end Twenty-pinth Illinols Hegimento.

nding Sehwertzts Battery, wes posted botwean the

Gallace, was composed of the ileventh Illimois, Uolomsl Umllece, Lisutene |
mi~Colonel Thomus Z. (. Honeos, ocmsnding ; Tematieth Illinois, Colouel

Ge Gu Hareh; Forty-fifth lilimods, Toloonl Join Z. Snith; and the Jortye

eighth Illlnofs, Colonel Ishaw i, Haynle.  The Fourth Regular Illinois

Cavalry, Colomel T. Lyle ilokey, ves attached to this brigads. Two bate ‘

d%s Division, Colomel #illisx He L.

teries of the Fivat Iilimois rtillery wers sssigned to inlleos’s irigade.
Coptain Sgre Teyloy oopanded the Chiempe 1ight Hattery 8, with four S-pounde
er flell guns snd two if-pounder howitsers. Ceptein Sdwerd liszillieter's

Ea*aggy D bed three Bé~pounier hositmers. Zhis brigade had 5,400 effsotive

A vy e e B QAT 21 T
% « Official Records, Series 1, 7, 192.




Colonel Wallace bad moved his brignde bohind Oglesby‘e soross the
mmmﬁmymﬁm left of Confedernte linme on the twelfth.
Gy the moraing of the thirteenth, the brigmde wee in position Just sast
of this valley. They were fived on by Captain “emey's Confederate Hate
tory, and Colonel Wallsos ordered ihe Ileventh, Tventieth, and the For-
ty-Litth Hopiments,
the volley; leaving Hesllister®s Hattery, supported by the Forty-elighth,
pied the nig!z% befors. lellece's Drigade

hor with Teylor's Battery, to the right noress

on & ridse in the positlon oew

foliomed in the rear of Uw mdvancs of the Firat Irigade, snd Tsylor's
Dattary edvanced shead of the colwm to asalet sobwertz's and Jpesserts
battaries {n returaing the Confederate artiilsry fire,

About noon Vaney's and Porter's bdatteries opened upon MNeillistar's
This sennonadisg must have been intended by the Cont
the enemy's attention end to rrevent his sdvemce to the right. uithoud

bis ] ,
orders or swthority Hiva Cegeral Crent, HoCleroand ordered Mallece to dew

Battery, now farther to the lsft on 5 command

sderatos to distreet

tach the Forty-eighth to operats with the Third Drigade is meking sn ecapult
o the Confolderate redan on the hill west of the walley. mwm—

gnde wes tesporerily under the comaand of Colomel ¥illiem Re lorrison and

ms&m of the Forty-ainth Illisoie, Colomsl lorrison, lisutesant-Colonel

%&m Pease, comwnding; and the Ssveantcenth [llimois, iajor Franeis M.
Smithe.

| Colopel Horrison held his comsend in resdincss until Colonel imynite

should report with the Forty-elghth as support. i‘kxlml Haynie runked

106. Crent, (p. oit., 1, 300 ‘ | |
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Colonel lorricon and asowed command of the detsclment. The Forty-sipghth
vas fom®d on 1aft of the Seoventeenth, shich mas on the left of the Yorkye
ninth,. The $we laitor repisents were aboul 50D yerds to the »ight of the
Foptyealiphilia
flamk mowaents wpon the right end left wings of the conter regiment, the

Sevoatsenth.
ipon the formmtion of the lims of battle, skirmishers were deployed
all siong the front end obout o hundred yurds ip sdvanoe of the main ¢ol-
wane he antire lize sdveneed iz good order ustil the yedan of the anemy
was epprosched to within a short detance,

of this hill Bed been clesysd of $isber, ant it mze ower this ground

the Forty-ainth charged and advenoed with greator specd than the other

to be vewsuforeed without the knoulades of those making the sapeult and

un any of the surrouniisg helihta. The Federsl detachment found them

ated by z battery of four guns, swported by redams on the
eight, hich mounted Graves' snd Forter's Sutteries.
The asoenlting detachment ked sdvenced to the shutle without meeting
«my opposidlon. Goon after, howswver, the stimmishers started drewing
the five of the Coafedevate sharpshoolers. The Alfficultiss to a Turther
apussable paturs of the brasstworks

the time required to monrt thews. mmmmmmmwmm
T07. Gefisial Hecords, geries 1, 7, Z13.
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fire until the top of 4he woarks were yeached. Sy dolng this 1% was

halleved that they goulsd create m:m with one willey snd olinh over
onslanght. The troops, bowswer, who had never heen umier fire hefore,

s beforz the foe had an opportunity to recover from the first

shot sithout ovders and were met with o terrifie five of shot and eaaister
from the batteries end o dspdly musketyy fire from the riflemen. The Foy-
ty-ninth waited for the Forty-esighth to meie gn assanlt mmowwm
lofs, thet they might teke sdvancage of ssy diversion it aight create, but
ty-£1fth, at this

the Forty-cighth foilled to support this sovencnt. ihe Fa
poiant, wes sent in to support the line. These troops were undey fire for
ghout an hour, sl vhes 1% ms ssoen that the raedan eould mot be talen with-

ont grester loss of life, Colons) Haynis ordered tha detachmen
The &y leaves on the zrouwnd werc set on fire by lamey's Datiery - -and seve
eyal of mmmmmtmm,mw@mwxwwm
mnde to rescue them.

'im" z’t& o



Colonel Uorrison had been cerriad from the fisld wounded, aud vhen lio-
§§ ag& % Wg PO AT .“ﬁ ,ﬂg k7o) s Wu' ggﬁ .g g‘%q““

thelr brigades, the Third, for tle Lims belng, was altached to ¥sllace's
06

cozand. The ssssult proved o failure pnd meny liwes were lost on the
Pederul side,

fneing the afternoon snother ommbest began bobwoen Oplesby's line and
the opposite aide, nesrer Dover than the esesult of the morning. sbout
$:00 o*elock Dresser's battery of James rifled pleces opened upon the enmmy
from a new position on the crest of a ridge between Schwesriz's and Taylor's
. *mg was kopt

batteries, now by the ‘yan's Ferry Noad. & constanb oaxn
up for the remainder of the day, Uresser’s Battery was forved to retire
lster in the afternson, fur itz demmmition wos sxhausted,

after a reconnalssance had been mede hy Mellermend,hs Tound that the
Confederate line was toolong for his brigedes to cover, even vhen axtened,
ould wenkem his lime consiiersbly and lsave him without

and t¢ 40 this
Teservas, ggﬁm%@ﬂﬁ»«mﬁ%ggﬁgﬁg
erel lew inllase, still at Fort Henvy, to report as culokly as possible at

gu%a?ggw §~ﬁ§§§ ga&;gﬂm
ggﬁﬁgu%&gg&gggg

110 m.am Begords, Series 1,7,368.. .1 Helman stated in his official report
that ~

i&ugﬁu& after a terrific firing, lssting about fifteesn
minuton: g@w«gw%% znd vigorously attacked thes the
ssconi end thixd time; but with the same result, and that they fimally
rotired.
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The Federal troops found that there wes no ueed for trenches, for
the matuwre of the ground oscupied by them was such {hai the {roops wmere
mwﬁmm&lgmmwﬁmwﬁiﬁmﬁﬁmmww
‘Then, too, it was expected that & combined atiack by the Listilis and land
foress would take the fort, sithout the mecessity of meking istrenclmenta
ally along the crest of the ridges. The batteries were plsced is posie
tions where they sould play wpon the foroes within the Tort fo best affect.
“his wae done only with great difficulites, for the lwavy undergrowth obe
structed a eolear view. The fleld pleces wore protected by belng swnk in
the ground. im the men who served the guns were protested by grest mounds
of earth tat sers thrown w. ‘hose wob serving the guns vere profeched
from the epeny fire by teking positions bokind the ersets.

ile the early soralng atlecks enguped the attention of the land
forges, Cmsmnder Galke had sugcesdsd in loseting o falvly sale shelter
behind & heavily mocded point ; and st 10:00 o'olock, lu conpliance with

General Crani's reqmeat, bsgon sbelliisg the watervbetleriss. The Ceronfe-
et Cired 130 , 70 pound and 84 pound sislls at the Tord; and, in return,
recelved the five of all the enemy’s gunn that wuid be brought o bear on
it. The gon~bont sustained litile dammpge, sxespt free: iwmo direcet hits, a8
most of the shot passed ovor the vessel., A very vivid desaription i glv-
ca of oo swt: |

One, n 155 pound solld shot, at 1i:30 struck e ssraer of e port

Yroedaide onsomte, pasasd through 1t, snd in its progress towsrd the ceu-

ter of ocur boller, passed over the mez«mﬁa inﬁwﬁ of the
bollera. It then pacsnd over the steandrus £
por dsck, mmwz&mmwmwmmmtw

stommbenter, ard Zlancing back into the enfine room “sesemed %0 bound aiter

the men,” as ong of the enginesrs said, “Like s wild baest pursuing its

11l. Dettles and Leadess of the Civil Few, 1, 43l.

|
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PPEY." eoewe iliom it burst through the side of the Carondelet, It knocke
od down and wounded tvelve men, sevesn seversly. AR irmense mﬁﬁy of
splinters was blowm theough the vesssl. Dome of them, az Tine as noodles,
shot through the clothes of the mean I1k9 APYONBeevs
The Corondelst censsd firing efter thiz casunliy and viihdirew from setion
until the demages wareYepaired end the wounded were trunsferved to the
= i’%”
3 b
Floyd wirved Cenerel Johouston:
connonade ey bas hauled off Mﬁ.“ W‘B’
Mn ;zwhahzg COFEIERCS W. The atteck on our intreschmonts
boon fesble, confined almost exelusively to fleld @ima uy ta m
houg {}.hsﬂ)a
Forty-rive minutes latsr mm&mmmmm@mm

in order to onpply with Creat’a wichew- $o dloeoncert the ememy. The firing

sontinmwd until dusk, when nesrly all thelr awamition wos expended. lic
damee was sustained In this second attack. They retired wimn the enony
fire consed end anchored downstresm. Crent had ewaited an opportunity that
day %o attack the gurrison if any wealmens sppeared. But lnswewoh as he bDew
lioved a land uitack nlons would not be susossaful, for he hmd not been sble
to trunsport his sleps artillery, he delayed opening hostilities until he

The water-batteriss sustalned very litile damage from the shot fired by
the Guyosdelet, Une of the projsctiles dlsmounted ons of the 32<pounders
by kaoeking of? the cheak of the sarrisge. & screw-cep from this mechanias
struch Lisuwtenant "izon snd dlled mﬁa This wss the only casualty that oce-

armd o the water-batteries for the duration of the siege. Cenerel Floyd
sent an alde % Capiain Ross, direoting him, to bring the eas.y arsillery Cap~

11z, ;I__qm and Donelaon c%, 646,
113. Official Records, Series 1, 7, 393.
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tain present, %o take sharge of the batteries. Cut of deference 1o sene
iority, Ceptuin Doss vefussd the omand, end 1% then dovolwed wpon Capt-
ain Culberson Yo essume chargs.

Caperal Fillow sent the following teleg

e $0 Coverwor larrie:

 The day has almost past and we atill hwild our pun. %e have repulsed
the enmny sud driven back s gunboets. e s$ill lies apound and will

alteck us to-morrow assin we think. MW&MWW,

hove bed lively fishiing and heayy camnseding o1} aromed the line sld

dnye - Bepulsed ihe aneay evaryviwere. %mmﬁ&ammtmm
&l the gun-boat oabayially, as It wetired fwioe., Gur lines sre lotrenohe
ad all avound. The encmy's foree to-dsy wes very lavge and report seye
Lnavonslug

The wenthey hes been waususlly mild snd plsesand during the mareh of
the troops feoe Fort jmary, A gréabd gwboer of the men hed oliler thrown
aumy o 18l thelr overcoats sid blsuiets In thelr murried cdwinee to Poxt

eally. & drivisg smoe storm, eccompanied by sleeh, osused greal privetion
et sufferiny smong the men. i sen kel 1ittls rest ald aight for Wwir
tents Lud been lalh el Ford Hesry. The grousd wss too cold to slkep on,
and most of them domed standing by thelr riflss. lio fires were zlilowsd,
ﬁ:w thls would have gitracted the ssemy®s pickets. 211 durisng the night
the Federzl plekets heard  the Confedsretus feverdshiy throwing op =4ditlon

Lonse, and Lhe suffering was asuie on both sidern, for the Lamgerature dropped
to I degrees bolow Treezing.




Flag-0fticer indvew H. Foote brought the flotills of mun-boads wp the
18

Cunboriand River, haviag loft Calire on the night of the eleventh, and enchor-
: 117

od about two mlles below Fort Domelson late on the night of the thirtesnth.
The fleet now oohsisted of the iron~gleds St. louis (the Admirel's flag-

ship), Sorondelet (this gin-boat precedsd the others and arrived on the
twelfth), Louisville, and the Pittsburg: end ibe wooden gun~boais Tyler
and Conestoge. Twelve iresusports, under ocuvoy of the gum-boats, arrived
at the same tine, too late to disesberk the re-enforcements, Colonsl Thay-
er's troops, that night. 1
' Geperal Grant decided, after the arrival of the gin~boats, that:
The plan was for the troops t0 bhold the enemy within his own lines,
while the gan~bonte should attack the water-baiteriss et clese quartevs
and silsnce them. Scme of the gun~bonts were to rm the battories, and
got above the fort and villags of DoveX..... That position attained by
the gun~bosts it would bave hean but a question of time == and a very

short tine, o0 ~ whes the garrison would have Bean empelled to surrsn-
1% AR,

MaPhersou, in his official ;;g;oﬂ, roeveanled thet
this should be a combined atiack, by land end water:
ssseswe fthe lend foroes st the sam time sweeping arownd with out right
and taking possession of a portion of their works, dutting them off frog
the greater part of their swplies, and driving them bask upon our center
and laft, shich were strongly posted %o prevent thelr es508DPB.csse .
Eerly on the fourteanth, Crant commnicated with Genersl Halleck thab

Our troops now invest tho works at Fort Donelson. The enemy have been

driven into their works at svexry point. 4 hoavy adetis sll sround prevents
sarrying e works by storm ot present. 1 feel eveary confidence of susoosn

and the boat feeling pmvalls among the man.

General low Wallace srrived from Fort Heary with the 2,500 troops, belong

116, Ibia., 604.
7. Teid., 159.

1s. Ibia., 166.

119. Grant, Op eit., 1, 302. |
120, Officl cords, ﬁﬂrf:ﬁt”l, _?_, 163.
1. Ibid., &i8.



ing %o Cemeral C, P. Smith's Division, about the eame time that the row
enforecerents disesbarked from the transports on the morning of the four-
toonth. The arrival of Thayer's six full regiments and the troops from
Fort Henry brought the Union strength up o aporoximately %,ﬁt}cfgz

The troops drought to Fort Donslson by CGenersl Fellacs were restored
to their regular comsand. Genoral ¥Wallaee wes then directed o take come
rmend of Colonel Thayer*s troops snd other detachments to form a diwiasien,
dosignated an the Mﬁfﬂ The First Brigade, Colonel Charles Cruft, of
this Division was composed of the Thirty-first Indlane, Colomel Cruft, Lieut-
enant~Colonel Osburn ccemanding; Seventeenth Keatucky, Colonel John We Mo-
Heury; elglt companies of the Forty-fourth Indiana, Colonsl Hugh B. Beed;
end the Twenty-fifsh Kemtucky, Colonel Jemes 1. Shaskelford. The Thind
Brigade, Oolonel Johz M, Thayer, wes composed of the First Hebrasie, Colomsl
Thayer, Iisutemsit-Colomel ¥illlam D, MoCord eommanding; Sewemty-sixth Ohio,
Golomel Charles R. ¥oods; Fifty-eighth Ohio, Colomel Valentine Sauscawbim;
aad the Sixty-eighth Cilo, Colonal Skaa&m The Seecond Brigade, sttached
to Colonel Thayer’a mea was composed of the Forty-sixth Illiseis, Cole
onel John A. Devis; Pifty-soventh Illinois, Colosel Daldwin; and the Fifty-
eighth Illincie, Colonel Willism F. Ime&» The First Illioois Limt Wlu

oy ooy SR g et

322, Ibid., 3365. ‘

123. Gramé, 0p. Gif., 1, 301.

124. 0Offie wy&u 1, 7,236.Ceniow Wallace stsbed in his official
report that this brligsde ‘wus not found tmﬁh&raxmex@mﬁmw
fore or sfbexr the action”.

ofticisl Roeords, Séries 1, 7, 252,




lery, Battery A, Lisutenant P. P, Wood; and Company i, Thlrty~second Illi-
nois, Colomel Davidson; were attached to the Thizd Livision but were mot
bﬁg&é@ﬂ. ' | |

Ceners] Wallace's Division was w@awﬁ %o take a pamtim in the cen~
ter of the line of sttack, between the First and Sscond Divisiom. The right
of thls division was withiz good mpmmg distance of MeClernami's Division

and sbout 500 yardas from the Confedevate line af mmnmm Colonel Thay-

er's Brigade took up a wiﬁm on the left of Colousl Wt’a Brigads., Con~
m& ¥ellsce's m, received fraam Grent, wers to hold his position end
prevent the Confedersts troops from easceping in Mﬁmﬁwf&mw
strastions loft Ceneral %ﬁm mﬁer the inpression that ha bad no orders
to taks the etfmiw anld wmlm m miwah}» dslay the following dsy
when mﬂemm aought Wamma from hime

The mamm of Wallace's troops enabled Cemeral MeClarmand to
eﬂeﬁﬁammum@wmmt, tm&mmmwmmw
in position % cut off all communications of the Confederats tvoops and %o
comand the river sbove Dover. Generel &sﬁh*a Divisdon oould not extend

their line sny farther to the left on sgcount of Hickman Creek. Vhile this
greck was an adventage %o the ford, it wes also an advanitage W he investing
sray. It snsbled the Federals te move their troops and sipplisd up from their
Wmmnﬁ&mﬁm it prevented the sscaps of the Confederate froops
in thet divection,@nd 1% required fewsr trocps to held the Federal left.
Throughout the day on the FPederal left wing, under Geseral Smith, an ane
mﬂmﬂmtmmmnmmnimtm. Scmetime during

125. Official Regords, Beries 1, 7, 236.



the moraing Geueral Smith made a personal reconmoisssuee of the extrems -
lefs of “hi- iine and satiafied himself thet the only oppuvent praecticebls
point of assault was ia that guarter, imah a8 hia line 4id not extmnmd
in Eleimn Oresk o Wi buckwator, e diswvered, however, that his troops
couid mot possibly god over &b thal poisd, and that ihe best pluce for asw
sault wes at the lart-fm of uis iiwe. Toere wre no moveacnke of troops
in this divisfox during tho day. The Fireb Missourl iight iréillery, howe

ever, was moved over Lo support efvthur's Brigade, on the extreme right of -

HoClermand’s Uivision. Colowels licble's and Dieksy's cavalry wero alao
moved %o the extrems right jush behind Morihur's brigade. w0 1D-pownder
Farrott guus were also brought to this sector. Colomel AugUSEuUS L. Chete
lain moved his rw {the 12tk Ilitlnois ywmfmi %o the suyport of
General MoGlesnmmd’s division, near e right of the Federal lise. This

wes done labe in the cvening of the léth. The Second Iowa Iufautry, oem~

manded by Colenel Jemes M. Duttle, ieanded just below ibe for$ duriug the

day and was uﬂ% to the Fourth Brigude of Gemwel C. T, Smith's division,

| on the extrece left.

There was even less activity on the part of the Confederabe land for-
ces during the day of the l4th. 4 seotion of Haney's badtery was moved
down the hiil in rsnge of the valley of Indian Creek. Thls wee done in an~
ticipation of an attack in thes Mcs.mgw edvanse would have been
chegked by Graves® and liasey's Batieries, however, no demoustration was

zade in that dipwciton duwring the deye.

186. Ibid., 289,
127. %&1. 369,
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sarly iz the moraing, after learning of the landing of heavy Federal |
re-anforcencabs, 2 couneil af ths g;aﬁarai etﬁam wes hal;iw 1% vas unanie
mously dselded to mmke an inmediate etback on the Federal right in order to 1
open wp wm@igatiam with Charlotte and Bashville befors the Federal | ;

=xe%

troops, shich were landing below the fort, sould be used as re-snforce
Soon after %m gouncil, aud bear swmim of that dey, General Piliow 21w
ected the lsTé wing, éﬂﬁ&isﬁn@ of the 26th Mssiseippl, 26%h Te,ﬁmmaee,

20th Mississippl infaniry regbwuis, to be mm in the opes ground on the
Coufederate left for ihe purpoge »f meking the pxoposed attack on the Fedeyw
al Tight, Forrest's m‘e’alry was to aet in conjuoetion with this infantryfm
and Buckner*s division wes hiell i&i mﬁi&ew %o cover the retrest of the

150
ey in the am% the sovtie ahmlﬁ pYDw mwasm ALf%er axmmeiﬂg for

_ shout a quarisr of a nils towrd the Federsl 1ins and mecilng a Tow sbarp-

shooters and little other epposition, Gameral Pillow &mmﬁ & mmm
%0 his former mﬁm in tha lino, mx*king that 1% mas too late in %o
day to assam,‘ush mm;sl Just why, other than ibs Teason given by Cene
orel Pillow, this move wes not cayried out oo one seams o m. Thet this
sortie could have been successfully omrried out there is but 1itile doubi.
General Gront asked Geueral Budkner {efter the surrander) why he d1d not ads
%aok on Friday {the 14th), end Gemeral Buskuer replisd that be was not iz
eomand. Cemoral Urent then remerked that hod the attack boen mmde on Fri-

1ae
saneats sould not heve reached him in time,

1s8. Ibid., 330.

i23. th., S84
Generals Floyd and Pillow cml$ all mention of the W atiagk,
mm,m, Baldwin, snd Brown are very spesifis upon

the polat.
139.» Gfﬁﬁiﬁl E‘W gggésa 21 7 330,
151. Tbtd., 58, ’

132, mm Cempsign Sourees, 210.




These mancuvers, together with minor skirmishes, shevpshooting, and
exchangs of artillery fire, constituted the activities of the land forces

~ at Fort Donslsen during the day of the l4th. [Fowever, the prineipal event

aﬁsawﬁ«&&%guﬁggggﬁgglgfﬁuﬁ
betwean the Federal gun-boats and the Confoderste water-batteries. Ths Cone
federates had antioclpeted the coming of the Federal gun~bosts for several
days, and their rvecent suwoess at Fort Hemry hald, no doubt, caused the come
mapd at Fort Domelson to fear their approach even more than the approsch of
Grant *s land farces.

i¥hen the amoke from the transports was sesn Delow the fort about 900
o*slock in the morming, the water-batieries were ready for whateover the day
might bring., The upper battery was ¢rescent shaped on the river benk in
front of the extrems right of t1» fort. It wmounted dme S4-pounder rifled
ain R. R Ross, of the Maury Light Artillery, was in command of this battery,
and also the l0-inch oolumbisd, in the lowsr dattery, vhich was about seventy-
yards down the xiver. The lower batiery contained, beaids the 10-inch colime
blad, two batteries of fouwr 32-pounders. The first section of 33-pounders |
was olsse to the river bank: It mez comnanded by Captain T. V. Beaumont,
g» of the Fiftieth Tennossoe. . A detsclment of mem, mumbering sbout
80 trom this sem orgmisation, meumed the gias. The seeand sestien, on |
the loft, wes commanded by Ceptain B. G. Bidwell, of the Thirtieth Tennsssee. |
gﬁﬁggﬁgﬁgugg The 10-inoh columbiad was on
ﬁgaﬁgﬁﬁounﬁgﬁwﬁﬁﬁa It was under the immediste cammand of

at———

wam. See appemdix, ¥ TABLE TEE ., 8lsc L , TABLE SiK.
Eg-mﬁm« u. 747988y nwa@oabvuu& ¥, TABLE THREE::

wua. ?gﬁﬁaﬁga&%ﬁgﬁwﬁg%&ﬂuﬁwg e colwibiad was
on the extrane right.
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THE WATER BATTERIES AT FORT DONELSON
Capt. Jacob Culbertson com-
manding, Fedb. 135-16, 1882,
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Ideusensnt H. L. Bedford, osnd 20 men, umder Lisut. Sparksen, debached

fxom Captain m@*s Campany. Copteins Culberison and Shuster were assigoe
ed to the water-batteries on special duty. Prior to the wtiaely death of
Ceptain Dizom, vho bnd been in command of the embire baitories Cepiainm Gule
bertson was in commend of both sections of S2epounders but was in the imued-
jate command during the contest with the m&fﬂ Golonel Bailey, 8s come
mendent of the garrison, ves also the gommender of the river-batieries after
the 1Sth,

About 2:00 o*alock in the aftermoon the gun~bomis weighed asnchor and
ateamel up the river {or the assauli oa the watey-~batteries. The it. louls
was on the right, or mear the lef$ Namk of the river; the Loulsville on hew
left; the Pittsburg on the left of the Joulsville; and tie Cayondelst on the
extreme lef$ of the line of baitle and near the opposite bank of the ﬁmxi’w '

140
This battle formation fTomed & straight battery of twelve guns. Tio two woole

en gumebouts, the Conestoga and Tyler, followed the izon~slad fleet bub re-
maigsod at a safe distence in the rear. FlageOfficer Foote wes 1u camand of
the rlotilla and directed the bebttle from the 8t. Iouis. Cousander Leonard
Paulding vas i command of the St. louls, The Plitedurg was in comcand of
Iieutenuzut Egbert Thompson; the Conestoga wes coxmanded by liocutenmnt S.
iledyardi Phelps; Comasndew Henry Vallee wes in command of .o Cerondelet; the
Zylex wos commended by Lieutemant Williem Gwin; and the loulsvilie vaes in

137, m.

138. foisi;%nw&, Ei&a 1, 7, %92,

i58. Hemwy mw, 580,

i40. m&hg%mtk&thmbwmm%awmtlhﬂme&@mﬁm
ver, these were the only guns used againet the water-batteries. Had the
gide guos been used, the boats would have bad %o de turmed bWrosdside.
ihls would have offercd too large a tarset for the enomy and conse~
guently wers not wged. Also see Appendix, VI, 'TABLE FOUR.
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The attack commenced at 3:00 o'elock. Gemeral Pillow's orders o the

officeras of the lower battery, Copiaing J. P. Shustor and F. K. Stanileuris,
and to Captain m, of the upper battery, were o hold ti‘aéu fire until the
enemy*'s boats should come within pointeblaxk renge of their guns., The Cey-
ondelst, the first boat to eppear around the bend of ihe river, [ired at the
fort. The eolurbiad was ordered fired % harress the boails, but the firsd
shot went wild, As the gun~boats arprosched within a mile and & half of the
batteries, solid shot was swstituted for shell in the coluzbisd. The riflsd
aun wes the pext to fire, after which the gun-boets began to reply in sarnest.
Af%or the third shot the Gid-prunder rifled pun bosame sccidently spiked and
was of no further use, The columbiad continued the aotion umsupported wﬁi
tbe boats emme within range of ths 32-pounders, when the setion becar® genere
al, The water-battsriss hed only ten sums {one 32-pounder was dlsabled the
day before and the rifled gsun was out of commimsion) to the Ywelve bow-guns
of the iron-clads and the sir of the woodsn bm#ﬂ%ﬁ

After sbout 1} hours of severe fighting, during the latter part of which
the flest had moved o withiam 400 yerds of the fort, the flotilla began 4o ex~
periense unforesesn misheps. The vwheel pilot house of the St. louls was shot
swsy by a well divected shot, and 1% wes this mame shot thel slightly wonnded
Admiral Foote. A% the same time the tiller ropes of the Iouisville were shot
away., Both boats besame unmanagesbls end drif$ed dovmstresm. The Pittsburg
was graatly demoged betwesn wind mmd water and roocelved a 128-pound shwt throug:
the pilot house, They retired shortly after. The Carondelet continued firing
until the fleet had dropped ouk of ranps of the smemy's fire., During the lst-

141. See typendix, V, . TABLE THREE, and also VI, TABLE FOUR.
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lor part of the agtion, whean sll the perviecenble gune i the water-~bate
teries were fired on this daat, % mﬁmnﬁ»@a@ great g and was disabled
whon o shot straek tho wheel house and ulunum ﬁﬁﬁ wheel. The anb& wan
badly wounded by $his shot. An S~inch shell fired by the Tyler, burst
setore of the Cavondelst and thc fragments panetreted the cesamates. One

of ths rifled guns in the bow burst at B P. M., and at 5:30 o'clock the Car-
endelet retived from action. The wooden gun~boats did not get within renge
of the water-batteries Yo sustain asny damages.

Fleg-Officer Foote, in his offioial report, stated thet Bad the pane
boata besn sbls to continue the battle for smother fifteen minutes, 1% wes
his opinion thet they would have successfully ung; the g@aﬁnggmﬁt”a
He reparted thet the onemy was ssen running from the battexies and that they
returned to open a heavy fire upon the retiring Sﬁxmbwﬁ

Grost shouts wers heard from the troops in the fort shen the s upposedly
invinoidbls fleet Arifted amsv-~ without sven endangering the baiteries, This
shout was taken uwp all slong the Confederate lins and was an indieation to
the Unton troops of the great vietory over the flotilla. Gemsrals Sillow and
Floyd were at the batteries during the comtest. They congratulanted the oom~-
nender of the colmmblad snd promised that if .wwa‘ﬁﬂ at the oolusbiad would

continue to keep back the mnsboats, the infantry of teiy
46 v
keep wwagggnwwn%n%ﬁ

142, Cffie Records (Hevies) Series 1, 22, 584.

143, 1Ibid.
sepry ond Donelson | . 888. lleutonart X. L. Pedford, in s pap-
o 6a4 bofore the Co g%ﬁwg%w Asgocintion at Mem~
phis, Egggwﬁg talke (and Flag-Cfficer
gﬁwggggug*fwgggg
from the guns. He ssld that seme vere pessing from the tatteries to the
fort dbut thet the artillerists In action 41d not.

144, Ibid., 661,
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The purpose for mhaieh Fort Donslson was intended -- %o bloek tin pase
sage of & hostile fleet wp the Cumberiand ~- wes acocsplished. Had the fort
boen 30 located that the flset should hawve hed %o attesck ahowe the batteries,
rather than below, as was the case, the entire flotille would have been cep=
tured when the gan-bouts drifted helplessly in the current. The day, however
was a great one for the water-batteries, for they hed won an undisputed vic- L
tory over a powerful foe. There were no Wﬁas in the watexr-batteries,
and the only damage done was by shot and shell plunging deep into ths earth

around the guns. idmiral Foots reparted that 54 were killed and wounded
and that considerable damsge was done %o the gun-boats.

In copntrast to the jubilant spirit of the Confederate forces owver their

148
vietery was the gloom that now prevailed over the defeated fle¥illa. This

gloom also perveded the Fedewral land forees, for Censral Graunt concluded %o

malte preparations o pertielly fortify his position while seiting for yow-en-
147
forosments and the repairing of the disabled gun~boatis.

During the bastle with the gun~boats Gem ral Johnston received the follow-
148
ing telegram from Ccneral Floyd:

The fort csmpod hold out twenty minutes. Our river batteries warking
admirably. m zan-honts sdvancing shreast. v

About the clese of the confliliet CGeneral Johnmton received apother mes«
4%
sage from General Floyd:

148, ,Gftiag}. W, {(Bavies), Series 1, 22, 584. See also Appemdix, VI,

146. OIficial Bemds, Series 1, 7, 384. GCemersl Forrest saild in his report:
“Hever were men more ja’eilant than when the vietory crowned the steady
bravery of our little forti.... the gun-boats driven baeki.... the army
was in the best possible spirits, fesling that, relieved of the grestost
terror, they could whip aay land force that couls be brought against them.”

147, Offioinl Records, {Navies), Series 1, 22, 596¢. This plan was frustrated,
bowaver, by the attack upon MeClermand's wing the following morning.

i, Ibvid., 612.

140, 1bid.




After Censral Johnston's arrivel ab Edgefield [near Nesbville] on the
fourteenth, he telegrsphed Miﬁa ’

I you lose the fort, bring your troops to Nashville if possible.

Innsmuch as the propomed sortis during the morning waz nod cavried out,
imsdiate steps sere necessary to save the troopa, now bslieved to be greatly
outnupbered and in danger of being forced to surrender.

On the night of the 14th, won there was overy reason for optimdan in the
Coenfederste Port {dus %o the victory over the gun-bosts), General Floyd called
s council of general“regimental officers to formulste a plan for evaeuating
Fort Donelson, In view of ths faoct that the Federals had a superior foroe and
wore constantly being re-enforeed, it was upsnpimously dscided by this coumeil
o attack the Pedersl right st daylight on the following movning and open up am
avonue for rotreat towards Hashville by wsy of Mrlatﬁsfgl The gpmersl plan
for this sortie was that Ceneral Pillow should eltack the extraxn® Federsl right, |
and thsi Gemeral Buckner should meks a simultansous atteck »n the right senter
and then cover the retreat of the shole smy towards Mashvills,

¥ore spocifically, the plen of atteck was that Genersl FPillow should mske

& Tlaenk stitack on the Union foreces and that Forrest and the covalry should drive

fhem fram the rear onto the Third Division. AS & Yout of the Federuls was ex-
pected to result from these assaults, General Buckmer's troops weye $¢ press sil
enemy fcm?es back beyond the ®ym's Ferry Road. Sbould this sortie be successw
ful, then the troops were to cacaps via the Gharlatta Boad, while Buokner deploye
ed hia division as & reareguerd. Only sﬁtﬁaisn% troops were to be laft in the
trencies end the fort sc es to divert iha‘atm:lm of the enany. It was arder
ed that Colonel leiman should hold his position, so as to sustain Buckner's move-

130. Idvid.
151, Officlal Records, Series 1, 7, 530-1.




ments or prevent a flank attack.

CGeneral Pillow sought fto hsve Hanson's regiment united with his, for
he balieved that “upon my siccess depended the fartunes of the mwwzwmwva a
modification to this plan Buckner propossd that he atiack simmltadeously with
Piliow s assenlt. From the position deslgnsted ».3. his troops, Buekner be-
lteved that by striking the foroes on the Wymna's gmamb at the sume time
the Federal vight wing was attacked, their combined efforts would produce
more satisfactory results. Plllow egresd %o this modification, as sun improve-
men) upon hie proposed plan.

These plans ware hastily mafe and poorly concsived and exscuted. They
wora ao aﬁmﬁ. that they were alsunderstood by verious offioors.

There was nothing elaw for the Confederates o wﬁ either they must break
through the enemy*s lines and retreat, or vesign thanselves «o the fate of ulti-

mate surrender. One ssseptial point had been cwerlooked, and that was the weak-

153
ness of the troops moving to ceoupy the positicn vaeated by Buekner's division.

Inamauch ss this point was the shortest and weakest line of spproach to the
Fort, 1% should bavs besn strengthensd by transferring =zll the iroops in the gar-
rison to themse wuterworks. It was more accesaible than the water-bdatteries, |
and troops should bawe boen combemtrated, sc thet the assault made by Smith's
8ivision in the afterncon might have deexn prevanted or repulsed.

General B. R. Johmson, in a supplementary repoxt dated November 8, 196%,said:

N i Y I

M.g.. “ X 3 &mﬁ

153. ile this weainess was spparent, there was no nesd for s lavge foree in
this quarter, for ewacuation was the proposed plan of the day. The mistake
wade by the comending seseral in not throwing hezyy reserves on thisz line
at the time all the troops weve reeallasd to the intrenchments, contriduted
to the Fadersl success in oatabliaking a line within the Confederate works.
This was an lmportant feetor in hastening the sur.ender,

154, 0Official Records, Series 1, 7y 365.
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The plans and preparations necessary to commence the retreat, after
the way was opened, or the circumsiances which should detommipe exsctly -
when it should commsnce, wers not setilsd more definitely than méiaam
in general terms given above, How and when the reiveat should commenve
was not detemined in conforense, and these were alesrly thinzs % h& &9-
temined at a mubsequent period. There was no vropesition made in the
conferencs to retreat from the battle~fiald and no deteminsiion made %o
do se. If g proposition had been made for a retrest from the field of
battle, it wuld st once have suggested the neceasiiy of meking proper pro-
vistons for the marech, of Toed and elothing, for the intenssly cold weather,
and an additional supply of ammmition; and such preparetions mede previcus-
ly %o the battle would have gresily losded down and encusbered the men in

the fight.
188
Colonel Heimsn, who attended the sounsil of genersl oflicers, stated:

eevsstlierefore it was agreed %o atitack the enauy's right wing in fores at

4 o'elock in the morning, and then $o zot sceording to clroumstances, either
to continue the fight or to cut through thelr lines snd vetreat towsrds
Haghvilloesnas

Congerning hie undersiending of the plasa for the batiles, Colomel Jobn C.
iss
Brown stated: "ily whole comwend was provided with thres days® ccoked retions,
and marched with'their kmnpsacks, the purpose being..«. to mareh out on ths
#ypa's Peryy Boad 10 fall buck upon Hashv lls.”

411 through the bitter cold night the troops, cevslry, and arkililery mowd
ower the icy and broken road to tske up their dosigpsied positions for t?n i~
mirent attack, The gresbest movement was the transfer of troops from tha rifle-
pits to the left flank. Though the Federal lime s of invesiment were not far
fron the Confederate intrenciments, these movemsnts of troops wers not heard by
the ¥ederal pickets. It might hove been that in their strugele against the elo~
mg‘h, the piciets d1d nmot keep g wigilant wetch,
ms: ma:: g;’: 1% seaps fo have been the understanding of the frcopa in Bueke-

BorTs dlvialon thnt they wers 30 retrect as soon as the Wynn 's Ferry Road
#an oleared.

ﬂ:» m » 9 55&& .

ﬁu‘ 356, Colonel E. C. ook, {32nd Tennessee Regiment) stated: *I then

hnmﬂ thet it had been determined by the gemsyals in council at that houwr
4 o'clook! to mareh to the extreme left of our iuntroncizents, sbttack the ‘

may*u right wing and tura i%, and, 1f we suegeeded, to march for Hashville.,”
Grand, Op. elt., 1, 307. Gen. Urent commsnted on the faet that baversabks
found on the dead and wounded coniatned rations, indigating the intention of
the Confodsrates %o retreat if thelr sortie proved successful.
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There was comsiferadle delay inm the movement of a portion of Gemsral
Buckner's troops to their designated position for the proposed eozxtie, Cener- .
al Buckner ordered Colonsl Hetman to send a reglment to hold the Wyma's Ferry
Road until hie ervivel, and Cclomel Unarles' Fariy-second Tennessee Regiment
was assigned to this duty. . The detactmeats of Colonel Exown's Brigade, tne |
sra, were dirsscied $o follow thelr trigadis as soon as they were relieved from
the rifls-pits by Colomsl Head's Thirtisth Tennsssse, Tho Fortyeuinth and
Fiftieth Tennessse regiments of Colonsl Hesd's Brigade remainsd in the garri-
acn. The Thiriieth Teniessee, nuubering sbouk mmma £1% for duty, were
disposed of along the trenshes, which covered a distance of about threswguare
ters of a mile, colmaél Head bad taken s 1itile longer to reach his dsatina-
tion than had boen sxpected, end haé delayed not only = portien of the Third

[ Erigede but Colomel Hanson's Yecond Kentucky, which was essigned a poaition as

| a reserve and support for Graves® ariillerv.

’ The Third Tenmessce, Buckusr®s sdeance regiment, resched its position ia
Tear of & porticn of intrencheents oocoupied by Pillor's troops by daylight. This
particular ssction of tbe lipe had beon left without troops, asd Buclmer found

1 it negossary Yo deploy the Thixd Jenncssse in the rifle-pits to cover ihe forma-~
tion of the troops as they arrived. These regiments wers formed partly in lime

; and vartly in colums, but the positiom was well protested from the Federal bate |

‘ tories by a ridge.

Hesanwhile, all the brigsdes under Generdl 3, R. Johnson were belng moved
into position. By 4100 A. ¥. ths command was formed i3 ¢olwms of regiments

| tn the m of and cutside of thelir trenshes. UCoreral Pillow tooll porsonl ofme

mand of the Confederate le¥t wing and moved out to engage the enemy at 5100 4.

157, Offiaial Reeords, Series 1, 7, 577.




Colonel Deldwin's Brigade, tke Iwentieth snd Twentyesixth Mississippi and

the ‘weniy-aixth Teunesses, led the assault, supporied by Colonels hicCausland's
and Wharton's brigedes of Virginis regiments. DPefors any line of batile
oould be formed, the troops were fired upon by Oglesby's and Meirthur's bri-
gadse, on the exirems right of Oeneral MoClernard's Division. Federal pick-
#ta had sounded the siamm 3t the first signe of ey demonsirniton and the Un~
ion troepe were Rot isken coumplistely by surprise. For nearly helf an hour
Pillow endeavored o got his forces in proper formaition to engage his oppousnts,
To divert the attentiocn of the enemy skirmishers were directed to sngage them,
whils the mmin body of tyoops wers pul inlo a flanking position. Iieutemsnt
Farkine, compandlog the sscoud division of Grean's battery, aided these naneu~
vers by openlng firve upon the eneny froam his position behind the ftrenches,

The troope were Tinslly dsposed in line of baitle as fallamz%aulml
Baldwin's Brigede fommed tie right of the abtacklng foree. Colonel Wharton's
and Melsuslani's brigedes were formed im line on the left. Davidson's Brigsde,
commanded by Colosel vimonion, waa fopwed in the resy of Faldwin's m@paf

General NMeClemmend¥s commud was formed in line of baittle as fellows:
Colonel Meivthwe's Brigesde, the Forty-first, Twelfth, and Ninth Illinols Hegie
meuty respectively, were posted om tle extrame right. CUolonel Cglesby's Brie
gede, the Eighteenth, Bighth, Twenty-ninth, Thirtyefirst Illinocis vegiments,
formed in lins to She lefi of deirthur®s Brigade. The Thirtisth Illinois uss

in veayr of the Righih es & reserve, The Bighth and Twenty-ninth supported

188, Ibid., 561.
159, Ihiﬁ., 17,




109
® o

Sehwartz's battery of four gms. Colomel Wellace's Brigade, the Elewenth,
Twentisth, Forty-eighth, Forty-fifth, Forty-ninth, and the Ssventeenth Illi.
nois regiments were on the left flank of MeGlernand®s line. HNesllister's two
24-pounder howitzers and 2 ssotion of the Missouri Battery wers posted in front.
of the Forty-fifth and Forty-eighth Illinois regiments. Taylorts Battery, of
mwwmmwm*pémw;‘,w,,m;miﬁmnmwxmm-
entosnth. Dresser's Battery, of thru James rifled S-pounde
and's extyeme laft, Just sach of Meney's Battery.

Beldwin's Brigads was cordered io edvancs and ocewpyy the erest of & hill,
a_eﬁaammhﬁm”m:ﬁmmm@mﬁn. The Eighth Ken-
twmmnshsmm«msmamauw:mxumwutmmu
easll-on as opdered. The Seventh Texas and First Mis-

mwlilow; and again it pees
sissippl mowed forward together towards the snemy's position after very severe
fighting, and being samswhat preased by the emamy, the coomenders found 1% meow
susary 5o reguest aupport. The Thirty-sixth Tirginia was brought wp and pub
inte seticn on its left, »0 28 % annoy the enomy on the flank, DBaldwin's Bri-
gads fought for nsarly an houwr snd fousd it necessary to send to Gemeral Pillow
for addisiomal ameﬁ:fm The Seventh Texas wae brought %0 the Brigade’s

1ef% to prevent any flank by the ememy, whils the remainier of the brigade, sup-
ported by several etkn regiments, made & vigorous sssault on the enemy's posi~-
tion. This resulted in the Federal troops retiring some little distance behind
their first posdtion. They wore rallied at the point and supported Sehwartx's

bide, Sdi. Golonsl Beldawin stated: Flnres times Guring the day i bad
sont & staff offiser to Gemeral Pillow for imstructions, advising him of
our situation; but no orders #¢ directions were received from him, except
to do the best I could.”
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Moirthur's end Oglesby's brigades maintained thelr ground stesdily, ell
%heﬁwaﬁgmmmwmmwwamhaawﬁmg When the Con~
fedsrate trmi appeared in great strength on their right flank, thess brigades
were foreed to fall back. The batteries were slosely pressed and their supply
of swmumition wes fast rusning short.  About 8:00 o*elock MeClernand semt en
eppeal $o headquerters for re-snforemments. It was reported tawlm |
that Gemeral Grent was sttending a sonferesce on board the St. Louls with Ad-
ntrel Fooks and that the Gemerel’s request would be made knowa to. him upom his
retura.

Grant had, before he left for the gum-boat, directed his adjutant-gemeral
0 notify the division cammnders of his absence snd instructed them 16 49 nothe
ing to brdng on sn engagement until they received b he) cms,mwm

isi , .
their positioms. Meamehille, MoClernand had to 4o the beat bhe could with the

forces st his oommmund,

The Eigiteenth, Bighth, and Twenty-ninth Illinois became the point of com-
centrated atiack as MoArthur's flank wes turped. ILisutensnt Cumbart*s batiery
was brought indo pesition and replied to the Serrific erces-fire of three Mﬁ- ‘
erate batteries uatil Cumbart was wounded and Wmm:&:&. The
Wm@ammmwummmmwmmrwm
fall beck. iBile it is reasonabls to beliewe that the Federal troops oulmam~
bored the Coufederete forees, they found 1% necessary to fall beck, rather than
stand thelr ground, for thelr msmmition supplies were mesrly exhausted. For

ls2
some time they had resorted to using the ammwmitios of the dead and wounded.

181. Grea%, Op. eit., 1, 304.
182, Officisl Records, Series 1, 7, 177.
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General MeClornand sent his assistant adjutant-gesersl, Major Brasyman,
to General Wallace, requesting him to re-enforee his division with fresh troops,
General “allace appreciated the exigency snd expressed his willingness to co-
eperatef& but ascting under orders of Grant %o maintain his position, declined
to send any of his troops. Ceneral Smith likewiss declined to send any of his
troops, When General MeClernand sent s second messenger %o Cemeral Wallace,
stating that the enemy was endangering his whole command, Ceneral Wallase, act-
ing on his own ras;mnaibintyiﬁ ordered Colonel Cruft’s Brigade to report %o
General MoClernand. The brigade was formed in a column of companies; the
Twenty-fifth Xentueky in sdvence, followed by the Thirty-first Indispa, Seven-
teenth Xentucky, and the Forty-fourth Indians. The first two regiments, before
they eould form & line of battle, were atiacked by a large foree, for the guide
bad misdirected the column and conducted it to the extreme right of the force it
was gsent to aid.

At this oriticsl moment the Twenty-fifth Kentueky, of Colonel Cruft's Bri-
gade, was sent to support the Eighth and Twent.yfninth Illinois. 48 1t moved
past the Eighth Illinois, which was withdrawn from aetion %o replenish i%s ame

munition supplies, the left wing, for some maccountable resson, fired into their

own %roops. Thie caused a great deal of counfusion among the men, who 414 not know,

165
a% the time, whether they were Ifrieand or foe. Davidson's Brigede, commanded by

Colonel Simonton, wers gulck to take advantage of this confusion and advanoced,
: 168 .
capturing three pieces of Caplain Cumbart's betiery; and a fourth pisce was

captured when abandoned by the supporting infantry. Major Post, of the Eighth

183, Inid., 177,
164, Battles and leadors of the Civil Ver, L, 420.
186, Ibid., 374.
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I1iineis, was captured by the Seventh Texss Infantry.

Greater confusion resulted shen several offiecers from other regimenis
opdered vart of the Brigede %c advance without é&ﬁstn& the commanding offi=
cers of the reginments 3o moved. Thia movement partially dislodged the enemy
from his position in front. |leenuwhile, the Seventeeanth Xentucky moved to the
suppors of the Forty-fourth Indlanm, which wes engaged with the enemy end which
had already sustained heavy losses. Scon after, the brigade on the right bew
gen to withdraw and left Cruft's Brigsde without support. Before lomg it
was ordered $o retire, for it was seen that the mps'eouid‘émt withstand
the assaul$ of the edvancing Comfedercte lime. ﬁe&liister*iﬁa and Lresser's
batteries were alsa captured in this confusion, aud the mmmﬁe troops

were also eble to take posaession of Ceneral %&aﬁlemd's headquarters. 'fhe
Tedoral forges conbtimuied thelr retreat and were sbout a half g mile im front
of the mdvancing Confedercts %rocps, who were mow in possession of the ground
previocusly held by the firet division., ~ Meanwhille, the Confederate tmés baw
gan %o exhaust $heir supplies of ammunition and had to resort to use timt taiem
from the deed and wounded. ,

In the meentlims, MaClernend advised his Lrigade comuanders to maintaln
their positions at all hazards, until re-snforcenenis should be sent him. He

169
stated:

It weg now 1l o*¢lock and up %o this and a still later howr a guu had not
been fired either frosx the gun-bosds or from sny portion of our lims, exoept
that farned By the foress under my camiand.

The forces under Gensrel Pillow's commend bad beem bringing so mueh pressure io
bear upon the first sad second brigades that Gemeral NHeClernend ordered ihe eom-
manders to withdrew thelir bﬁmﬂaa,.m that the line of battie might again be re-
187, Ibid., 376. "

168. Ibid., 208.
169. Ibid., 178.
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formed and the ¥roops given new auppiies of mmmunition. The brigedes fell
back some 1ittle distance in rear of the position held earlier. The sescond
brigede was reformed =nd the Tirst drigade wes disposed in rear of the eeennd.
At this polnt the division msde a desperate atiempt io check the ememy's adwanes.
General Wallsce was conwersing wiih Sspiain John A. Rawlins, assistant
Adjuteat-General %o Genersl W‘h, whon an offlcer rode by in grest haste,shoub-
ing m are aut to glmes”%w Troops Yetreating iz great disorder indicated
to the officers that the womat had happened. To prevent a panic among Thayer*s
troocps, near the road by which the troope of Colonels Oglesby snd Vallaece were
retiring, Cenoral ¥Wallaee ordered Thayer to move his comaand off by the righk
flsnk. This move placed Thaysr's troops between the enemy and tﬁe brigades
whieh hed fallen baak. S
Colonel Thayer's vegiments were formed ia & line of "t;‘—at*kle esxnas the Hyma's
Ferry Road. An order was sent to brimg Battery 4, S!ﬁ.wga Light artillery, Tore
werd as rapidly as possible, which was posted in the cemter of the road as soon
as 1% arrived, so as to swoep the approach iu front. The First Nebraska and the
Fifty-cighth Illinols regiments wore posted on the right of Lioutenant Vood's
Battery; on the lsft of the battery were posted o dstached company of the Thipw
ty-secend Illinois [Compeny 4, Captain Davidson] and the Fifty-eighth Ohio, The
Seventy~-sizth and Sizty-sighth Ohic snd the Porty-sixth snd Fifty-seventh Illf-
nols regiments were posted in the year as a rescrve. The formation of this line
enzbled the troops whieh had just retired in ocoufusion %o reform and replesish
thely smaunition supplles.
These ovders had scarcely beem exscuted when the advencing Confederste treos

in
sppeared. UGemeral Wsllace stated that: "This assunlt on my position was un~

lﬂo . . g m;
171. 1bid., 238.
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questionably a bold attempt to followe-up the suecess gained by the enemy in
their attack on owr right." Oraves' Tennsssee Battéry, supported by & large
body of infantry, seemed to make the First Nebraska and Lieutenant VWood's Bat-
‘tery A their principal objestive. The Fedorel regiments poured a destructive
fire into the Confederate remks, and in turn received a well-direected fire
from their foe. After about throewquarters of an hour, the Confederate troops '
began to retire to their intrenchments, lesnwhile, Colonel Crufi's Brigade was
located not far from the right of Thayer's line of battle, whither 1% had been
driven by a superior foree of the ememy., It was re-united with the Diviaior by
the deployment of skirmishers, 4ifter reforming, the dlvision was pleesd in
readiness to exscute orders,

While General Crant wes in conference with Admirsl Foote he learnsd thet it
would be at least ten days before the flotilla could retura from Cairo, shere
the damages were to be repaired. Grant contemplated a protmacted siege, for he
did not expect thet the Confederates would fight unless he brought on the engage
mf:?z His fears were allayed when he learned thet the Confederates themsslves
had precipitated the fight thet day. As he retwrmed from that esrly morning |
conferences, he was met by Captain Hillyex, one of Lis staff-officers, who inform
ed him of the disaster vhich had befallen MeClernand's Division, Eager to learn
%he seriousness of the rout snd ¢o rally his men, OGrant mlops& four or five
miles over rough and tmzefa roals %o learn from General Snith the condition of
affairs on the right wing. He was informed that up to that time very litile had
ceourred on the left wing. Grant immediately gave instruetions to General Smith
to prepare for an sssault on the enemy's works in his front.

Grent soon came up $0 a place where Generals MeClernand mnd Wellaooe were

in comsultetion, The feujiof the battle had greatly subsided, for the Confeder-
172, GOrant, &c cit., ‘l_, 305.




ale troops hed already besun their retivement to their intrenchments. With-
out any formality be listemed to the acecount of MeClernand®s rout and remarie
ed, ’Wm,lmﬁh& position om the right must be retaken®.

Wikh that remeri Grant started to investigate copditions and found that
the Federal linecs along the left snd center were fovorsble. But on the right
the scens was cne of confusicon, for the men were guite 2% a loss as to what o
do, inasmuch as their ammunition hed been expended. Orant saxa:ﬂ*x saw the
men sbanding in knots taliing in the most excited manner. lo offiger scemed
%o be giviog any directions. The soldiers hed thely muskets, but no ssmnmition,
®hile there wers tons of it close at hand.” The Confedorafes Led retived to
their intrenchments, but knapssoks found filled with rations m«m the ine
teution of the Confederates to cmespe or to fight Gntll they had completely
rouked the Union forces.

176

General Grant remarked to Colonel J. D. Webster of his staff:

Some of our men are pretty badly demoralized, but the enasy must be
moye zo,forhehes attampted to foree his wey ouf, bubl has fellen baeck;
thue one who aitaecks first now will bs vietorious snd the ensmy will have
%o be in a hurry if he gets shesd of ne.

He &irected Colonel Vebater to accompany him snd eall %o the men as thoy
ga&%ﬂf?a “Fill your cariridge~boxes quick, and get into line; the enemy is try
ing to escape sud be must ot be perwitted to do so.” The roubed Federals of

YeClervandts division rellied with this command,

173, Battles and leaders of the Civil War, 1, 421.
174. Grent, Op. ¢it., 1, N7,

175. Ibid., 307.

178. Iuid., %08.
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177
In an wrgent dispatch to Admiral Foote, Grant requested:

If all the gun~boats that can will immedistely make their agrgearanw

%o the onawy it may secure us a vioctory. Otherwise all may be defeated.
A tertible confliet ensusd in my absense, which has demoralimed a position
of my command, and I think the enexy is moch more s0. I the gun~boats
4o not show themselves, it will reassure the aeny and still further de-
moralizge our troops. I must order a cherge to save appearaness. I don't
expect the gun~boais to go into action, but to make appearance end throw a
fow shells at long range.

Pillow, by 11:00 ot*olock, held the voud to Charlotte and the whole of the
position held by MeClernand's division at dawn; and by s0 doing had accomplieh-
ed his part of the program, Floy now hed the opportunity the Confederntes had
fought so haré for, to retreat sbuthward. Butkner was in a position to protect
Colonel'lead's withdrawal from the jrenches on the right wing and also to pro-
Yect the retreat of the Confederate column, as bad been declded upon.

¥hy Floyd did not awvail himself of this opposrtunity is & metter of con-
Jeoture, It may be that he believed the Federals were in such great disorder
that by remaining within the works he could ister complstely rout them, Or it
might have been that & concentrated atiack would erown the partisl vietory with
utter rout and destruction of the enamy.

There is but 1ittle doubt that a spirit of vacillation and divided coun-
sels prevented completes success of the preconcerted plan. Buckmsr had lined
up his troops o allow the ammy %o pass out by the roads pow ovpened. From Hei-
man’s poeltion, Pillow wea lad to believe that prepsrations were being made by

Gensral Smith to assault the Confedorate right, where the greatest weakueas

177. Qfficiel Regords, Series 1, 7, 618.
Offisial Recoxds !ﬁavxn) sar&u i, 22, 588, Commander Dove stated that
the 1o mmst.mmm&am-mumtmtupth@ﬁu
var. ?ha hers were too badly damaged to be taken. The 8%, louis throw
a fow shell at the fort.
OffL Records, Serles 1, 7, 401. The St, louis was fired at with the
34 gun ané soon after droyped downstresm,. '
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now existed. Why 1t wes not atrengthensd st this eriticnl time may newsy
be known. Pillow, conirary to the srrangesents made, ordered the troops

back %o the trenehes and fnstrueted Duckner to return io his origimal posie
178
tion on the rightk. However, Ruekner did wid feel inelined to do this, im-

asmeh as 1t was such @ radical change of plans. He eousulbed Floyd smd urg-
ed updén him the neesssity of carryiang out the originel plan of evacumtion and
avail themselves of the cppértunity to reguin their communications. Floyd

coneurred in this opinfon and directed Buckyer to hold bis position until be
179 v
zhould heave consulbed Pililow. Vhen Floyd wet Pillow shortly efter he yielded

to his argumanis.
isn

Fillov said, in his supplementel report:

I Imow that the enemy bhad twenty sunebozis of fresh troops &t his land~

ing, then only sbout three miles distant; I lmow, from the great loss
my command had sustalued durling the vrotracted £ight of over seven hours,
uny commnd was in no vondition to meet a larze body of fresh troops, who
I had every reasson to bellews were then rapidly spproaching the field.Gen~
eral Buckner's commnd, so far as lakor was converned, was copparatively
freah, but its Msorgenization, from besing repulsed by the baltery, had une
fitted it to meet & large body of fresh trcops. I therefore called off
the pursult, explaining my ressons to Geuweral Floyd, who apyproved the
ordar.

isy

Concerning Fillow's order %o Buskner to vetire, Ceneral Floyd stated:

«essDuring my shsence, and from soms misaspprehension, I presume, of the
previous order given, Mrigerdler-General Plllow ordered Brigadier-Geseral
Bueknsr to leave his position on the VWymn's Ferry Road and to resune his
place iz his treacpes op ithe right. Ibis movement was nearly executed
before I was aware of 3. As the enomy were pressing up on the ivenches,
I deemed that the exscution of this last order was ell that wes left to
be dONBssces

178. Johuston, Op. Glb., 464.
i7e. Official Records, Series 1, 7, 332-8.
1B0. Johnston, Op. Gltes 464.

181. Offieisl Records, Sewies 1, 7, 260.
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The Confaderates must have realized by 2:00 or 5:00 o'elosk that the hos-
t11ities would be re-opesed on their right. It was unfortunste thet there ex-
isted a contliet of opinion among the oommending offisers, .uan Buokner®s troope
arrived in position too late to meke any prwparations for e vignrous defense,

While the dattle was reging on MsClernand's front, the Federal leoft was
camparatively quiet, with only an mmnoying fire by skirmishers and slow artil-
gg??ﬂﬁagfgﬂ&ﬁw but they were held in readiness for
eny orders, General Smithk was instructed to maie his essault at 3:00 P. M, He
sent forward large numbers of skirmishers and direeted his artillery to open
fire upon the outer defeusss of the Confederates. Tho Second Iowa, Colomel
Tattls, was selscted to lesd the assault, supported by the Fifty-second Indisma
@stached from the Third Brigsde] Twenty-fifth Indlans, and the Twelfth Iows. The
Teginents were ordered to rely on their bayomets snd not to fire until the works

der a terrific fire of the Coufedsrate tracps, and 414 Bot stop Wntil the works

weve reached. Generel Smith led the shargs in front of his sdweneing regimscts

and was one of the fivst %o go over the works. The right and loft winge united
and pursued the few trcops until they reachsd the swmunit of a small ridge, whare
they fought for adout an hour agalmet the troops stationed at s morye advastagecus

© position.

Golosel Hunson's regiment, which had been ordsred %o returs to his former
position on the Confedorste right, ses thrown into confusion as the Federals,
swarming over the breast-works, drove the fow men [three companies of the Thir-
tioth Temmasses, under Major J. J. Turmer) there defending the works inte Hem~
son's sdvaneing troops. The enemy was alreedy strongly intrenched before Ham-
son oould deploy his vegiment into them, and his command fell Back %o the orig- |
inal line of dsfense. By this time, Baokoer reashed the scsss of the fighting
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and hastily formed & line behind the crset of the hill, whish overioicked these
detached works. As the rewenforcements errived they were pleeed in position %o
strengthen it. The Forty-ainth and the »ight wing of the Fiftieth Tennessse
regiments were ordered from the garrvison to sustain Eum’& lines The laft
wing of the Fiftieth was lsft {n the Fort to contest any assault im that guarter,
ILisutenent Stenkieuriz wae oxdered to fire a few shots from the two ninesinch

howitzors in the fort, The contest continwed for twe hours umtil about dusk. Re-

peated attanpie were mede by Colonels Brown's and Lauman's troops to storm the
right of the lime, and the left flank was threatensd many timea during the oone
| fitot. The welledirected five fyom Porter's and Graves' artillery and the
musketry fire of the infaniyry finally repslled these attempts and eauned the

. Federal troops %0 seok cover bohind the outeyworks just teken.

A9 sBoon g8 it got Yoo dark to conbinue the fight, General iHmith made prew
parations %o dispose his %roops inhis key position within the Confederste
lines., The Minth and Fwelfth Illinocis vegiments, of Mairthur's Brigade, re~
ported at this time and were held as a reserve, This advantege gained by the
Federals plased them in a position to assault the right wing in full forde the
noxt morning. The origimsl line of defense to whish the Confsderats troops
had been driven wes considered atronger thean the one lost and svery offort wes
made to cténstruct additional ﬁamgsa Yory little was ncoorplisbed for the
men were se exhausted from their flghting end loss of sleesp, Uererals Pillow
and Floyd want to the seens of this confilet about nightfell and, no douds,
formulated their plans for the council that nigh% when thay realimd that the
enamy was within their limes. This final gharge closed the fighting at Fort

mﬂ m& * mt




Domelaon after four days snd nights of strife.

¥hile Genersl Smiih was conduoting the ssseult on the Confedersate right
ﬂmgmgnﬂ;mu Yo Cenerpl Wallase to recovey the lost ground were put ine
o expcution. The Fifih Brigade, Colomel Moxgan L. Smith, was sent by Genersl
Smith %0 the aid of tm Firgt Division, but General MeClernend direeted the
of the Elghth

$roopa to report %o Geneval Wellsee. This brigade wes composed
Missouri, Major John loDonuld; and the Eleventh Indisna, Colonel Georgs ¥,
MoGinnis, This brigede was €irested o lsed the sszanlt op the encay's ponie
tion, It was swpeorded by Colone) Oruft's Brigede on the right. Colonsl Morw
riaon's Brigaede of Cenersl mmm*s Piviaion, under Colonel leonard ¥.
Homs, wos a:zsigned % the left, supported by the Fortyesizih, Fiftyessventh,
and Pifty-sighth Illinois vegiments, of Colomel Thaysr's Hrigade. 7Ths remain~
der of Thayor's command was held in resarves The line moved forward simultan-
eously shout 3300 o'oloekeand, pouring e deadly fire into the Confederate ranks,
drove them dack about three quarters of a mile to seek proteviion behind their
intrenchmonts. Commenting on this sssault General Wallsoce aam?g*m now
began the most desporate, yt in my opinion the most skillifully executed, pers
formanos of the battle.® |

This forward movemsnt of Censral Wallace's ecomvand lef$ the Fedorals in
possession of e part of the ground they hed held in the morning and also ensbled
them %o recapture somw of the field pieres loat in mtmtim‘ General ¥allace
rocelved an order from Grant to fall back ont of gusnon range aad throw up brosst
works, a2 a pew plan of operastions was contemplated for the following day. Xaowe
ing that tna retire at this tine woald involve the Zt.eua of m; segtoe, Wsllace

%%ﬁ@smm Illinois resoversd Drefiiir'R Battery snd the Thirty-first
Illinols wecovered Sohwk¥t#*s Battery. |
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assumed the responsibility snd ignored the order. The troops osvped thai
nizht on the ground so stubbornly contested in the sfterpoon and found kueh
work to do taking sere of tie dead and wounded,

By noon, P3llow and Buskoer bad accomplished all that bed besn planmed
in the council on the niglt of the l4th. The Federal right had been plished
back and wes badly disorganimed. The meia body of the Confaderate forces
were already beyond thely liuves of intrenchment, snd Budkner had his troops
in a position W cover the retroat. A Tew troops in the outerworkas on the
extrace Confederate right oould have heid the Federal forces at bay, while
the retvest towards Nashvilie wes baimafmtaég

Inatesd of thia, Pillow, about 1:00 Q’c&@aki%mm all the troops to
their fowmer positionas; and the advantages geined by the asssuld in the morn-
Buckuay demanded that the plan of retrest be emve

ing weve not followed up.
ried out; Flop spproved of this stand. Regaxdiang Pillow's attitude; 1%
might have besn that he doubted the ability of bis troops to effegl the eseape
and the atrangth of Duskmer's commmnd %o cwver the rear, for he believed that
Buskner's $roups were demoralissd by the attack of the last few houps. Floyd
was easily swayed und listened to Pillow's arguments, reversed his position,
snd gave the order te Bucknex %o return to his original position.

It the criginel plans were to be adhered to the capture of the rifle«pits
on the extreme Confederate right im the afteracon had no signifieance; but if

they were o de dlaregarded wnd an atterpt made to bhold the positions, then the

fort and the satey-batieries were {n danger of bdeing lost on the following

moYRing.

and n“m.r hours of wxm be gelled off further pursuit of the enemy.

l,z, RBE«8 . mm:mw mthnmwmt at
@n hour later was engaged with the enemy. ifter seven

J
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Even aftexr nightiall on ths 16tk ik wes not too luts o affect the eme
cape of the mmjority of ithe Confederete troope. Divided opinlons prevented
an evecuation during the eavly part of the night, and Floyd and Plllow Salked
of sstape rather than making an efivrt te effegt the velrest; and thus meny
precious hours were wasteds By midnight all the wounded had been dbrought in,
commanders of »ogimenis axd

and at 1100 otalook A. M. {February 168k} all the

brigades were assambled and given orders to be undsr amme st 4100 ot*elosk,
igé
ready W maroh out on the Charloite Romd. The conmissaries snd quarterw

mastars had been ordered to bura all their stores as sooh as the main bdody
of troups bmd eseeped. o

Censral ﬁygu stated that in the counell that night, it was unanimous-
1y resolved that the army should effeet their retveat if tie enmy had not re-
oooupisd the position ia fromt of Geseral Pillow's gwwq

Soon afiter general order waa given to be resdy for the swvacuation, seouts
were ment out %o ascertein the movement of the Federal troops, snd on their roe
turn they reported the Federnls in large forse and osoupying the former poate
tions held boefore the battle of the previous day, hence eloaing the route of the
propesed sotronty Mot belng satlafied with the correetnsss of the reporss,
General Pillow direcied Colonel Forrest $o sead out s second set of secouts,
Cue set of these sacuts was sent up the river to axmuine the overflow and %o
determine i¥ this owerflowed ground could be orossed, aud also to aseertain
whether the snemy's Coroes resahed the river bank. They reported that the
ovexrflowed land on the Confederate extreme lefl wes not practicadie for the
vetreat of infantry, but it was poseible for cavslry to meve out, zimes the

lo=skirt desp. The other set of the secuks returned end

iomﬁ?a%na%agﬁawﬁ‘w.oﬁa%gg?%%nﬁw
ﬂw»«aﬁmgwaggw h that the way of essape was closed,




confirmed the earlier reports that the enemy, in groat nudsrs, lwd re=
oceupied the position of the revious mmtngﬁ However, Colonel Forrest,

in his offieial veport, did not cmfirm the latter statewnt. He said thad
the seouts stated that they saw no enomy, but did ses Ffires Lo the sems places
they were Friday mm%w Prom these reports the souncil deoided that the
Poxt hed been relnvcsted by the Federal forces, and that the avenue oy escape
towards Hashville had been closed.

A% thie point of the eriels, Gensral Pillow stated that he proposed to
fight the way out tihxowgh the Federal lime, as hed been attempied on the wﬁgl
The gerersl opinion of the ocouncll was that to effest the proposed sortie would
sost & greater part of the amiia Cenorel Buclmer said that his men could not

make another atisck, and that no officer had & right to make such a great sape
103

rifice of his coammand. In response to this Forrest tcld Buckner that he would

teks his ¢avelry %o Buckner's posiiien and that the troops could be drawn out,
protected by the mm}xyf% After the sbove proposition of General Pillow's was
not hesdad, he suggssded thet the Fort be held anmother day by fighting the en-
emy from the tronohes, and that by that time there should be a sufficlient nune
bher of boats fo transfer the army %o the opposite side of the river, wheve it

igs
could retrvent towsrds Olerksvills.
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To this proposition Oenerszl Buskner stated thet be was satisfied that
the Federsls would attsck his position st éaylight and that he could not
hold his position half en hour, o $he ebove statement Cemerel Pillow
asked:  "Rhy cen't yout" sdding, "I mnk you g¢sn bold your position} i
think you ean, s=iy". General Busimey x*eial:tem I kuow my positiony I
" esn only hring to beer sgainst the enomy 4,000 men, whils he can oppose me
with sny given awﬁ;eriﬁa General Buokmer fupther vemawked thet he undere
stoold the ohjeost of the ddfense of the Fort was %0 cover the movement of
Ceneral Albert Sidmey Johnston's ammy from Lowling Creea to Nashville, end
that if Johnston had not reached Mashville ho wes ﬁmg to further defend

the Fort for the ssfoty of Geperal Johnston's forses. At this point Genepe

al Floyd stated that Cenersl Johnston baéd slrveady resched Nasshville. Then

Busimey stated that it would be wrong to subject the army to & grest sacrifice

when no good could result from the secrifice, and thet the genera}l officers

owed it to thtdr men to obteln the best terms of csplitulation poszsible, Here

General Floyd, posaibly for the firvst time during the entire siege, ecomour-
red with Ceneral Bucknoer,

Affer Floyd congurred with Buckuer, Genersl Pillow remurted: "Gentlee
men, 1f we dennot out our way oubt por gight on there is no eléernative 1eft

but cepltulation, and I zm determined %bat I will never surrender the comw
9%

wand nor will I ever surrendér myself a prisoners I will die first.” Gene

aral Floyd said that Pillow's debermination wes nlso his own, snd that he
sould 4ie befors he would do sither, acknowledging that they were persoml
copsiderations, Then Genersl Buskner sald, that being satiefied mﬁhm&

197, id., 868,
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alse conld be dome, that if he were placed in comuand he would suwrrender
the commend end mecept the consequences., General Floyd lmmeéiatoly asked
Gereral Bugkner that if bhe placed him in goomand would be be allowed to
take away his brigade, Gemeral Buokner veplied that bs would, provided

he 414 sp defore the enemy acted wpon his communicetion. Jeneral Floyd them
remavied: "General Pillow, I turn over the tomaumd.” Genersl Pillow then

sald: "I pase 1.7 Gemeral Buskney
88
lar, pen, ink and paper.”

Coneral Ployd was nndecided az to how he was going to make his esocupe.

replief: "I asaume it, bring on a buge

At Tirst he directed Colonel Furrest to be present for she purpose of ad-
sumpanying him ia an offort %o pass thyough tha Faderal 1mﬁfwz-&mm, he
still entertained a hope that a stesuer would remch the place bafore capitue
letion. About dsybroak this hope was realized when $he Steamsr Geuersl Ane
fersom and spother amll doat came down the river. CGeserel Fioyd tuck comw
mand of the beats and oroassed over the cppeaite sbore as meay of his Virginie
troops 4a he oould until %034 by Ceumsral Budlnwr that uniesd the steamboat
laft imsediately he would have s shell thrown ints i9; that he adé surrende
erod the plage, and that his honor as an officor of the (onfederasy required
that at daylight he should turn over everything under his comand stipulated
by terms of ua;samh%sgaa.m The siecamer im-ediately doparted up the rie
ver, darrying the emmanding General of Fort Donelson to ultimate obasurw
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Genpral Pillow made his oseape by crossing the river im ¢ small flat
boat procured By a oitizen of Dover. He waited on the safe side of the ri-
vexr until one of the doats bringing cver part of FPloyd's brigede, brought
over his horses. Then be and his staff mede thelr way by lazd to Clerks~
ville, where thsy joired CGenersl Floyd on the ataam:cm

Calonel ?meﬂ!f%aw wes present st the eouncdl, and one who also
stated that he neither eould rer would surrender his cozmand, esked if he
might have pemmisaion %o fighd his wey eut:m& Geseral Pillow than told Porw
rost that he mighd ous his wey out eand tka’e‘m a5d Cenexnl Floyd would come
out with mimﬁ Colonsl Porrest hastened f¢c get his command veady and reporte
ed to heedquarters. Hﬂre émsm Floyd inforwoed him that Gepersl Pillow had
loft, and that he (Floyd) would go by boat, Thea Colonel Forrvest, with about
500 of his eawalry, a compeny of srtillery forees, and s nurber of men from
different reginente passed out over the »oed that led toward Charlotte, Howe

ever, stout & mile from Dover they hed to oross ﬁw haemur of Ligk Creek

201, 4 number of mamm and m&iex‘a mw thet Fi@y&’a mtml 0 surrvends .
ey himaelf with his eommend wes due %o the fsot mt he was wanted in Washé
ington on a ¢herge of ambegzlsnsnt, se¢relly prepering meuns of alding the
seceasion leaders by Mming ths axiny %o m'bo parts of the country,
snd trunsferripg 13, D puskets fyom northern %o southern srsenals while he
wag Secretary of Var, m«sa,, On that partioulsr allsgstion it appesrs
that history has been unjust to Ueneral Floyds It is true that these
charges werv brought agsinst bim soon after his resignetion in the fall
of 1860, bud 41¢ is alsy true thed as soon as he lesyned of the charges he
went 0 Weshingbor snd demmnded Srinl. An jnwstigetion wes made by a com-
mittes of the House of Repressntstives, ond be was completely expuerated
rm mch ew of the indiotment in Jewuary, 1861,

eorda, deries 1, 7, B0Z.
868, Cemeval ?ﬁmxﬁ atated: "vaturday night our troops slepst,
mnm ﬂiﬁa viotery, and cunfident thet they could ariwve the onemy baek to
the Tennssses Niver the next morning.®

4, Ibld.
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whieh was aebouy mxmm deep., This retreat was mede without a shot
‘ o]
being firsed from the Q% Nsither was an ansmy ssen or heard,
9 ‘
A% 4:00 o%eleek 4. M. Genersl Bugkner opened mg&t&ata&ana, under a8 flag

of truge, with Generel Crant proposing an armistioce for siz houvs "w mmﬂn

ate for tema of capitulation., The Following corresponfiense passed between
, EOE
Coneral Gremt snd Genersl Buaknor:

Sir: In oconsideration of all ¢he eirocumstansss governing the present
situation of afféire st this station I propose to the comsanding offieers
of the Pederal foreas the appoinSmont of commiseionsrs $o agree uwpon terms
of esplitulation of the foroee and post under, zyietmashd, snd in that view
sugpost an srmlsties until 12 o'elosk So«dey.

me
Te vhieh Grant rasponfied ez followas

Sir: Yours of this date, proposing srmiatice end appointment of ocue
missions to gettls tommas of ospitulation, is jJuat received., N¢ terws oxe
capt wnoecnditicnal and femadiste smm ean be sccepted. I propose to
move immediately upon your works. m T

To this Grant recoived ths following reply:

Sir: The élatribution of the forpes under my comaand iaszident %o en
m@ecm change of somenders snd the overvhelming fores under your oome
sompel me, nobwithatanding the brililant sugeess of the Confedersts
2rms gu%arm, to soeept the tmwm and uwnehivelrous terme shigh you
DPROROEG .

Conerel Buokner advissd sll of the byigade commanleors of his agtion and

requsstad them to rsise wvhite flagm at interveals M the lim of rifle-pits,
30 a8 to prevent any further confliet «t deylight. No whits flags were Teio-
ed on the weter«bakberies, prodadly in dsferepue to thelr suscess on the idth,

06, na .y 386,
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- Of bis Serms, Grant Lmedlately

proceeded to the -
211 { v

el There Grant found Cenersl Welluee, who had precoded him about en

pknopts lwedqrarters, whiceh ses the Hobing Yevern in Do=

Bow and @ balf wsd who had hmd breekfast with “neral buciowr snd his staff,
Zhe meseting wus not quite ss atreined 22 1t might have been, for the
officere of both srmiss were soguainimnces, Crsnt qade the Hobing Tevern
his temporery headgoavrters, BHe pemmitted Buckmer o send out parties to r

bury $ho deed and bring in the woundsd,
In regerd to the s of surrender; Buckner wrote:

seessTo have yrefused his terme wounld, in '&hﬁ condition of the smmy at the
time, have lsd to $he meseacre of my troops without any sdventage resulte
ing from the saorifises I therefore Pelt 1% my highest duty to these
brave men, whose oonduet hed boen ao Williant ond shose sufferings bed
besn so inionse, 0 actept¥ the ungemercvus teras proposed by the Federal
oo endey, sho oveorsews ws solaly by everabelnink superiority. of masbers.
Tide exsy is adecordingly priseners of war, the officors retalning their
sidesarme and privets yeoperty and the soldiews their elothing amd blenk-
ots, I regret Lo siate, ‘hewaver, thet, mot withataniing the earnest ef-
forts of Genewal Orant sad meny of his offioers to prevent i%, our camps
bave been a am of alaost ivdisorimingbe pllloge b:v the Federsl troor

Alter the MWﬁu of mzs&er were arranged, the Wlon forces
marehed into ¥ors Domslsom 40 take possesatom of i%.  Oolomel 7 Ge Lawsan,
of General Smitk's niﬂsiﬁa ,FRE ym in demmerd of %haa E‘ex’tfs Upon Busknoy
davolved the waponaibility of aum&srim their troops, erme, ovinante,
and suppiies.

The prisonsrs wers aomt down $he river to Caire, vhere the rank and file
were supureded fyom the officors. The nowcomizaioned offigsers and privates

amummtwm

211, m« mmzag mu 2tends m hia mad by the Fort Dovelson Houss ids-
wx«a Assoeiation.
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