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3ava.rtna.h Jtdly :·;orni.tll~ :·an 
Frld'ly, 1.prll llt l.862t 
News f;to~t ... '~ge l, col~.~m 1. 

aa opene'l <-n the 1i'Ort rrom th~ heav.r t'IIOl""r ba*l'Y on Tybee Island and 

was continued throughou~ tbe ,:ay. tr. the 1110rn1ng the eam:tona.diDS waa die-

\be Wind having chant:.~d • th;;s 1-epo:rt or the guns and shells could not be 

bM.rd, but the explosion at tha sMlla over the tort could be ... a trom the 

! e atreets iJi th the nat:ed eye. 

"!!'roM the ateonles R.nd roots ot too houa~s, a good vinw wns 

ploslon or too shells ill distinctly eoen from t.he streets. 

yeasols in the vicinity ot the :tort, but wet-e unable to diacover Whet.her 

~Y too1 s.ny ~!.l't in the a.etion. · e are of Opinion thAt tho tiring on the 

Yanke• a-t-.rtoa aQd gur.bQatst COI'llnunication With the fortress will be 

e 41tticult, lf' at all pouibltle ':, feel Coll!'i4ent, bowver, tha· the tort 

will not &tl\"1'8nder aa long as l t ie in tha power of bra YEt r»n to detend 1 t. 
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S&ftll!18.b :l~i:ty ::o.t-nine~ News 
J'ri.d~y, •,pr11 U, .l&SB 
lewa Story - Page 21 col~ l. 

a!ght a llttla att~r seven o'clock. 

oar mornlng edi t1on1 no inteUigence l~i l)een. rec<ti wd fra: ~ the :fort, '<r.v1 

1\ !.s probable that the Yaruceoa htl:ve t. ken mMB\U'\'lB effectually to -pr·'lvcnt 

QT OQI"S'n\U11oat1on betw&en Oaeklrour and the ~ratnl&nd. 

-----------------------------------------------~--------------~--~~~-----------
Saftl'UJ.ah nsU.y MOl'lling Non 
Sat;u:rdq1 ',prfl 12. lH62 ellhra story - P'.1ea 1, col.~ 1. 

objeot no doubt, of disturbing the rest. ol' too ~y.u-rieo£1. 'i"l~ bcml:ntdst1ttnt wea 
f\ 

~au;:naj. however, nt day-brea.~ with a. dou·:.la tux·:r a;1,~ i"ro·'l that t~til.fi until ten 

jUrod thehowsea ard shook the mndowa in the city. .For 8():,0 tv/0 or threa hours 

in tha r:tOrnirsg tha dlaehar~.~~~ w:n:'O tlt the rata o.:· 10 to 15 guns n 1nut&, but 

al shell ·.~oul.d be seen ilS 1 t burat ove:r or nea:.~:· t.ho fort. 

the m rntng. 

·.bout noon tha r:};->ort w:.a brouf~!. t to town by -p;;l.reot.s fro."' down 



Cont. 
Savannah Ds.ily Morning News 
Saturday, 1\.-p:dl 121 18&2 
Btlws Story - .Page l, Column l'. 

e the river that the tort bad silenced a.11 the enemy batterie~, but two, nnd bad 

disabled two and sunk one or the Yankee vessels. 

In thA. absence ot :reliable information ~~ know not what confi-

dence to nlace in this and other reports in circulation •••• 

---~----------------------------------------------------------------~--------------

s..va.np.ah Daily Morning Newa. 
Saturday, P.pril 1?1 1862 
Bews stor:r - Page 2, column 1. 

Jil'etarday morning trom those who, from posts below, watched the aontaat between 

the enemy' a batteries ani our garrison at lfort ;"'U.l.aakl, had not prepanld us tor 

the startling intelligence ot the surrender ot the 'ffort which reached us about 

ten o'clock last night • 

. \ courier arrived ln the city b.st night, 1'1'CX1'1 whom , .• learned 

that the fort Wtts breached in several places by Uu heavy rifle parrot guns, 

twelve of which •ere in the King's Point :B&tteey,. distance about a mile and & 

qlllll'ter from the fort. Early in the day all the guns in the barbette sxcept 

two 'W8re diantOunted or otherwise d1eabled by the fire ot the enemy's battery, and 

eeven of the easemated ~:·e bearing on the batteries were diSAbled. The shot 

&nd shell of the enemy's batteries ha:vi g made erlenai ve breaches in tha llfllla 

of the tori, their f'!re was directed t.owa.rda the magazine • the loeation of which 

they ha.d doubtlessly learMd trc:m deserters and which were it.m~••t danger of be­

e lng exploded. having been breaebed in three plaCes. 

The tort ha"''illg bec()1.18 untenable UDlar the terrific tire of ~ 
\. 

JMtaYJ' guns ot the enemy, nearlY' all oCr guns that could ba brought to bear aga1Dat 
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Savannah Dttil.y Morning lqews. 
Saturday, A'Pl'il 12, lB62. 
lfews Sto~ - Page 2, '-~olumn 1. 

-their batteries hnvi.ng been disa ~led, and the magazines being in itllninent dauger, 

a longel" :reatetance -was deemed hopeless and the tOl!'t was surrendered about two o• 

clock in the arternoon. 

we are gratified to be able to stata th~t the casualties on our 

aide l'JSM very :rew.. Four man were woundeu, but none killed. Ne Understan4 that 

two of tho Oglethorpe Light ln!'ant;ry lost a leg each. 'l'he llllllnnber o~ our Up-

country' corpa lost a portion ot his arm below "the elbow, and ;Ja.s sadly wwade-4 in 

tbiJ shoulder and lJ.eut. Cristopher Hussey, ot the .Montgomery Guards, was slightl7 .. . 

-injured by a brick knocked rrOI'A the walls o:r the t<u·t. 

Our intorma.•1.t s~tes that the e:Uect of tha emtmy' s battary on 

the v.alls of' the fort was utterly demoralizing, !:Uld that the strong maeoJl%'7 he.tt.-

tot'IJl'O deemed nlmost impregnable, offered tlut a teabla resistance to the steel 

pointed shot ot the ifllllBnse .Parl'Ct guu. ~ raeult has shown how little reliance 

e; ts to be ·1laced in brick walls against modarn. batteries. 

The t'Bll ot Pulnsk1 w1 th the loss ot t·b ~son, gun and muni-

tion, tho' a aer!ous rdstortun.e should not discourage us, but on the contrary-, 

shoulJ stimulate lUJ to the exertion ot our utmost et:rorts to repel the inauled 

invader. · 

~~l~~----------------------------------------------

SaT&nnah Daily norninr~ News 
SatlU'da;r, April 12, J.B02 
Jle1rs Itdm - Page 1, colwan 1 .. 

---------------------------

a)cy' is overcast threatening a storm. If, as is reportad, any ot tha ••tllJ''& ftasela 

..... been disabled, they will stand a better chance or getting on shore or going on 

tbe breakers to-night, than ot ef:rectlng their escape. 



SaTannah Ddly Jic!orninr, :i6Wa 
Tuesday, ~ ~il 15, l6~~ 
Haws It6m. - Page 2, colu.tcl%1 2 .. 

Pul:•1sk1, there is likol.J' to be a V1'l.r1ety of sJ)eculaMons ~nd suspicions il'ldulgsd 

ln :rer;ard to 1 t. VIES ta.lte the foUowb@: ns n apecil~n from the. Wilmington (N.c.) 

The reported :f'!!.U or rula.sld ta,:es us all by surprise. It 

true, t. he):"EE is Oll'll3thing mysterious about 1 t. A strong oasema.tr:3d fort giTen up in 

e torty-alght hours and ''nobody h·.lrt•r. "'16 belieVtt any wall <San be b~'lached llnd 

any fort taken. but we don't ballave nn:r such s:f'fact was producad on Pulaski in 

a few hours by batteries at least ~ :nile ott, it not more. Pulaski had long 

range guns too, ana it is a lithla surnris ng t:;at sh3 laid quiet and stoUdly 

permitted the execution ot batteries so near as to knock her down in a taw hours. 

'l'ha whol.a tUag is tnaccounta.ble if not suspicious, and we suapa.od remark tor the 

-
1 p.reeent. 

P. s. ... A dispatch just Mceived we regret to Slly, leaves 

J.\0 lonR;er any doubt as to tha :f'ate \Jr' l?ulaski. 
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pa.ga 6. 

(!he (;hadh• ArtUleTJ' nrc SUftrdiJig the stitlawrty l•laad bridge aerosu 
tho ~kidOWtV l"iYOr) · 

Tea 'ld.llttes ptl8t eight o'clock Oil tlto IIOt'lliiJC of the tellt}l of April. 

1862. ""'- fin't gtu~ wna hefi!"d which betokol'le4 tle eonmcac:cwtnt or the 1'!18110:rnblo and 

tUoaeteNUS boablll"'ll"'ont or Fort Pulaski. JU.aoat a ytH;r hnd el~ si.nce tllO 

reduniora of Fort f.)WIIter in "'ttnrlenton harbor. whcll t 1'0 flC oft e Uaited 

Ct:toa. wt1ich ~·ttd no long flunted i ·pride frOBt iia l'l111JU~ts1 1nult don in •oko nl11 

-~ J"td.ll before the rising glories of t~~ strrD ard b' ftl Of tf1CJ new bora ConfoGOrft.CJ'e 

A little More t 1utll fi'Ye mont"• ltvfore. Md. at ol.mont t 11e s· J&c ~1our in the l!'.ora •• 

we 1tad llsteMd wi t.lt anxiOlltJ hor.l"to to the tom tic c· nnomulill& 1rhich eiloncecl 

our bnt teriao at Port. IloJnl. 

The winter trrw goae1 ttnd t~pri~.'JfitfJ go.nial mdloc ed ntt influences 

ba.d gi"fcn to every tree ito moDt tttrr.cthe folittgc. to eve17 tlower its 

{;Weetest per!umtus. to t 118 uky lte ;;utest tf.nta, nnd to the ambieat air its 

gcr.tlaet i.mpulsoe. l.vcrytl'ling ill nr:ture as arrayed ia li~itt; green, md J"etloleat 

or ri.nter. n.nd nrc rejoicing in ntnr life lU1d vigor bnpt1rittd hy t'~D r:welling tide, 
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coDtJplri.ng against the peace or their tellowa. and tt,e hfll'llODJ of 1'11\ture. 

Yet tl'tue it fis. l'roa our eM· ~nt n coul4 diatinctlr note the es• 

ploaion3 of t't• rhells• hear tho reports of thO gUlls, ancl fftt4ue:ntl7 recogld.se 

•'1ethor t,,.,. were directocl at or fr• tbe fort. For the tint hour the firiag froa 

tho J'e4enl. hf'tteries ftPptwred to be slow and uncertain• their mortar shells 

exploding too high tUUi at uuqual dietnacee. ilo s"n. howeftr, u the range hacl baa 
• 

duling projectil.ea burle4 with terr1blu effect fn.a the iron bouad threats of 

! e\ hoane Parntt guu, nnd hoaraer Colullbiflda, and mertnra. l.)u, bftlbnrdment durillJ 

the dnJ coBtillUed withou'l inte!ldaeioa, althollgh the re?oris were leaa audi'bla 

aa the sua reaehect an4. lingered nenr the Mridina. 

In the nfterMea some or us rode !,..er tC) S:tidaw:y idl\Jld fUid rG!laintMI wrtU 

nenr musaet, watct1ing the pregrecs of the bombnnlllent fraa the top of tllt trawrt.re 

ef the lower battery., lij:th the ltici Of a field JluO 8Tt:l'J"t111ng could be diatit.Cf.lJ 

aeon. The amoke or the g\.MS tl'011l the ba:tteriee on eit11er side ro• in htH\'VJ 

whito Toluaea. 1101r almost hicli»g the fori troa Yift, and acnr Uaing th.e ln-lring 

shoren of T7bW bl.aad. ». sips of 'bl'eaohiag eoW.4 be pe:rcei•ed 1n th• •~•t 

the fort. looking 1n our direction. ••rrt''1Dg seemed. to be in gootl working onler. 

nnd we clid not for .. aGI8Jtt oonteplttte a apee:dr ~on of one of the 

ctroDgeat defenses on the CentedeJ"r>:te oout.. A conetant explosion or she~le aboTe 



c. C. Joaee. Jr. Account of jiiep Puluti cont. Page 8 

and U"OtlU tl}e fort gn 'VB token Of the dtU'lgei'S Which enril"o128cl the heroic carnson. 

8evernl wnr•was•l wre lJing in tb~ vicinitJ, or leiaurel7 mo~ing about. but they 

e did not nppenr to bo tt>Jting an actiye pari in t 118 encngement. tlometimea eight 

reporb could be counted in a mimata, an4 the firin; incrensed in npidliJ aa i'he 

cleclild.q sun 2:*'rM the western bctrlaon. 

Dl.a:rina the night the firing co~-b.n~d nt rcgult'll" interftla, nnd the flashes 

or tl,e bursting mortru- s11ells were piG,ftly vieiblo from '_, CJ.cgbom. With too 
\ 

light or the morni»g t 11e bombardment wna naend with redoubled energy. continuiJS8 

ll1'ltil tft o'clock P. N.., when it cea;eed. Thio sUe.nce-•ominoutt of dianater nncl 

morti! icntia to ourael vea-gave birttJ. in our millie only to the belief t 11at t Jw 

e Federnls had been coe:pelled to diecoatinue ttHair efforts to reduce our cheriahecl 

tort. Newr for one mOJilent did we conjecture t 11nt its etout Ynlle had Jielclecl, or 

"' ita garriooll sul'T'8ndered. To the members of the hath• Artillel"7 .Fort Pulaatl 

was peculiarly denr. We wore •t t • ., first to occupf it, when, under t 11e orders 

of Governor 'Jrowa, it wna deeme4 proper to take pooseaaion or it in the nome or tho 

ate.te of Georgia. We hacl contributed mon'ut or c 1'1Mrful labor ia mouating ita gune, 

in plncing its armonent in proper position, in prepnri.ng fuses, filliJlg shells, 

throwbg up tl'tlYel"He, in traidM its guDo am in pertoeting ouraelvn, and in 

aosi.ting in drilling the members of ott1er compuiee cor:posing ito garrison in the 

mmtual of t tm rea~c1 ive p1ecet constitutinl ita battery. We had spent uya of toilM 

and nighte of wtrte',ing within ita walls. Moun of plenoure and of lllirth had boca 

enjoyed 1fitt,in it~ hospitable cneemates. we hnd J!lttl"ked it growing in strc.,th dq 

bJ clq, until n eame to bclieft that it wfllt ill'rincible bJ almost ur foree that 

eould be aut agaimtt i"t ••••• 'l'he first iJltelli&ence of that sad and d1sr.atroua tact 

(the surremler) wac not creditotl in our CPJnP• 
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Savan.nah Daily ttorning News 
~ruasda)', April 29, lB62. 
Page 2, column 1. 

Fall of Fort Pulaski 
~itor1al Comment. 

We ha:ve at length the Northern a.ecount of the capture ot FOrt 

:l?ul.;l.aki, which, as wn.s to be exnected, is daecribad as a very brillant 

achievoment on the part of tile Yankees, who had been allowed to occupy 

IJ'ybea Island and quietly to erect -powert'tll rifle cannon b&t teries tor 

its demolition. It appears that none ot the enemy's vessels -participated 

in. the bombardment, and that the Fort 1m.s reduced 'by th{l l'iN from land 

"batteries, which the military l'IJ&XI. who constructed it, never contemplated 

would be brought to bear aga.inst it. It any have doubted the p;ropriety 

ot giving up Tybee to th'3 :paace.tul possession ot tlw ene1-:y while we 

endea.vored to hold Pulaski, we thinJc tho rssult has etf;:ctually dissipated 

them. i\rchimedes only desil'ed a i'u.lcrutn on which to rest his laaver to en.-

able him to u:paet the world.. In giving Tybee to th:; Yankees, we gn.'\IS 
I ,, 

them a position. trom which they i.were enabletv-to destroy a tortl:'es · that 
(\ 

might successt'lllly defeat all naval powers they couli have armyed against 

it. 

But it is ussless now to deplore what cannot now ;te remedied. 

Pulaski has fallen, and oufr gallant tr1enda, who would ha.-ve de tended 1 t 

with the l&at drop or their blood, are prisonara in the hands or th·~1 

enemy. 

It nll ba obaened that, but the articles of capitulation, 

the woWlded were to have been sent to savannah. Col. Olmstead was allowed 

to seild his report ot the surrender, and prisoners to comnunieate by open 

letters with tb.o:,.tr tamiliaa and friend. Up to the present time no com .. 

? , 
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SaT&nnah Daily Morning News, 
'Jluest!ay, 1\pril 29, 1862, 
Pa ~ 2, aolumn 1. 

P'l&• 10. 

muniea.tion ha.e been received :troro. any member of the garrison, and 

noth:l.ag is certainly know 1t:1re or the 'killed al"il woultled in the tight •. 

We need not be surprised at MY' instance ot' t~...achery or bad tai th on the 

part ot thd Yankees which might be -pranpted by motives of interest, but 

we a.re at a losa to imagine any reason :ror such a shamel.ees violation 

ot the terms solamnly stipulated in their articles of capitulation • .................... ~~------------.t----------· .... ...,.-.. _ .... .,...,. __________ ....... _....._ .. _ _.._......,. ....... _~-----
Savunah Daily Morning News 
April 29, (Tuesday) 1862. 
Page 2, col'UIIln 2. 

Tho l"aU ot Fort PulAski - :EUll and Intezesting 
.Particul.e.ra. 

filhe New York Herald has a long accoUilt ot the bombard-

meat and cantur~~ ot Fort Pulaski. After dese»::.bing minute]¥ the vast array 

ot guns and mortars in the eleven batteries which bora upon tnil tort, it 

gives the foll~wing correspondence. 

Headq,uartera, n.partment of South. 

Ty"bee lalaDd, C'.a., April 10, lB62. 

'T'o the Conmand:lng Ottic:sr, Fort 'Pulaski: 

Sir:- I hereby demand of you the 1:-:tnediate surrender and 
" 

:rsstora.tion or Fort Pulaski to thtl authority 11.nd posaeadon or the United states • 

The demand is made with a view to avoid, it poasibla, the 

ettuaion ot blood, which muat rasult from the bOMbardment and attack now 1D. 

readiness to be opened. 

The number, calibre and completeness ot the batteries aur­

roWlding you, leav& no doubt as to what 1'11U8t result in case of ntusal; ud u 



I 

e 
~ava.r.:n.:'th '~)t\lly' :·ul':lli~ t:e••• 
:p,ril ~.(':asa<ia.Yl .l.D62 
?:'--t~e :~, ccluran ;~. 

tJai t n.r:y- period noi., ozcaodill€ t!.irt;T rJinutes i~~>ill deli''i3ljf tor your ans~r. 

____ .,._,, ---..... 

Sir, 
I bt.\vo the honot' to ooJ your '>est obe Hex; t. servant. 

_.,.._.,. ________ ,... __ .,._ --'l""i--.... - _,- ........ _...,.._,.. __ ~_ ..... ____ ,_ .. 

Iila.dq ua.rtera, Fot>t r--'l.ll.aef< 1. 
<\pril lOt l2o2. 

-------



Cont, 

to Tybee, and delivered it to r..eneral Hunt.sr. T1por ita contents- sv l:.eonic 

.. -.-,,. . - ; 

()n nhursda:r mol'tlling, a.t 23 minutes o1' oight, the fire w&e 

crpenad b7 a. tllscharga of a thirteen inch morta-r i'ro~ lla.ttery Halleck, :fired bJ 

Liaut. ~orrnca Porter, ot tht'J Ordns.nce Department, the shell exploding in 

the fi.1r; nn: this was .succaedarl by a thirteen iuch shall front :sattery S'Sa.ntoa, 

whilth exploded short. In a moment or tw , aewral o:r tha motars were d1acharg­

ed :f'ror:t the other ltatteries, but none o:f' the shells were e:N8cthe, tha :f'1r1nc 

being too wild and the tuses too short. rr'J1ree S.nute:s a.:fter the first ti:re 

Fort .Pulasl:1 responded from a ten inch barootte gun, the shell e:xplo41ng ham-

lessl¥ over Tybee Island. 't'he ti.1"e soon became general on bot.h sides, L1ttla 

range, 'lnd thAI en.eey were not quite su.l"e of the 'Position of' our battery. SOon 

howver, we obsenea tho dust 1l'agin to fly trorn the :pa.ncope, bet1118en tho south 

rutd. southeast faces, and w::: w:n>t~ .aa.tia:tied that ths breachinr~ ba.tterba( 

Halleck, Scott, Siagel, McClsllan ani 'l'otten.) on Goat Point, wre in tull 

:pla7, sending their rif'le be.Us, solid ten Inch shot and b!lavy shell, with 

terrible e:rtect against tha brick walls. Unf'ortunatel.y. through some weak-

ness ot the iron ca-rriages of' tha ten inch columbiada, two of' the Colurabiada 

which ere throwing solid ten inch sbeU 1181'8 dismounted by recoil, jWil'1-

ing backwards directly ott •heir carriage. The rltled guns were served 

rapidly and with skill, and in an hour or so but one gUD. on the bart~ette was 



Cont.-

in play• and tbat onlv tired occasionally. :-:'hl !'ire was llVident]Jr too hot ~ 

:f'or the rebels, as they :H.d not 1:1tic', to thoil" guns V-3r:; closely. Thsy 

cttaen~to; but :f'indir;t1 their i'ire upon the noat '"'oint br:J.tteries, they concentra-

teJd their tire upon t:,e ~.oa.t oint batteries, occasionally giving Battery 

ers, who comnanded it, had ,tJ;ot the :range~ and. vms ann.ovin~ the fort with thir-

teen inch shell, which burst in and over it. 

No dam"lge wr.s done. At twenty ·iinutes "()e.st eleven the flag 

on :?ulaski came down, the lanyards h·w1ng been cut by trapments of' sbell fl'olll 

mort!lr No. 2, 'Bnttery StF.I.Il ton, worked by Corporal ~ball, r,eventh Cormeeticul 

Volunteers. llb.a result wns hailad with loud cheers, that extended from bat-

tery to battery, along tna line. Thef'lttg w<' s down t\i!enty ninutas or more , and 

The bomha:rdment "Went on all dny, the fire frorn our batteries being lllOre ett'ec -

tive every minut-e. t1'h" enmny finding that our thirteen-inch sheU were not ao 

des~the as they- exp&cted, oor:an to work their barrette guns with great 

anergy, and give us some trouble. Our parrott guns vvere brought to bear 

upon them, anc.l a hot :fire was noured unon their guns, and one or two * of 

them dismounted. T.h.e fire from the ln'ea.ehing ba.tteries bees.~ more and more 
c{ 

disasterous to the EtJl&my as the aay advance~ l'f'he pancope began to a.aauma a 

mottled '1Spect. It arJpea.red to have the Sl'Mll-pox:, l:Jlotohes appearing all 

e, over it. Thesa after a while ran together, atd deep holes in tlle tace ot 

the wa.ll oi' tle -pi'U1Copa .are discovered, which became deeper a.nl deeper, 

a.nd finally assumed the form Of a. breach. 'rhet breach at duak. at which ti• 

' 
the fire wa.a temporarily suspended on both sides, wa.a not entirely through 
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e· the all, except at one &aaU 'J)Oint through which a. gleam ot sunlight was 

caught, about sunset. During the night ar, occasional shall •s thrown 

from. th.a batteries :Burnside and Halleck, and :£'rom the riflaa guns of' 

ing damages.- we had lost ll'Jt a man during the day, and sustained n· dam-

age of' coDSequence to our batteries. 

the night, alld wr.Jre n;ade ready by daylight for anotbsr day• s opeJ.'&tiona. At 

pond:i:ld t 'J by the ena:my- who had got tlw ir bar bet to guns in :position during the 

night with great rapidity a.nd some precision. a.s f can testify to 1nyselt, 

I'll 
if' a laae wrist, obtained ia a rapid lDOvement in dogir~g a shell, ma::r be con-

sidered good authority. 

A ten- i.nch shall entered one ot the embrasures of :aa"\•zot: 

McClellan, and eXploded 1n the battery with tarrlbla e:trect. Thaaas Campbell, 

of Compan.;r a, Captain Hogera's ':'hird Bhod• Island ,-\rt1llery, was struck by 

fPlinters o:t thn shell on the had, left le~, (which it crushed) • and on the 

thigh. Be rias buried at the same ina tan t by a load of sand thrown from the 

~ne. 116 was it!IIWdiatal.y extricated n-.d sent to the hospital. when he 

died in 45 minutes, perfectly conscious to tha last. Be was the only man 

killed on our side during tha oonibardment. 

A ~ by tha l.lll.!llt or K»owled, ot Comp&QY H. was hit by 

a ~nt of the a!UDS sheU, but a en~ bo% tn his vast pocket saved hia 

lift • although it intUcted a painful contusion on his aide. 
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'!!he Bornba1"dlllent 

Another shsll, exploded near the second L1et1tenant ot CCIID­

·'la.D7 :a, tore- his clothes in saveral plnces a.nd knocked hi·'l down. but did not 

injure him at all. 

C'\ptain rogers, while ®l:'Vin.g powder, f!l. t the entranca or the 

doing· no further da.mago"' 

DUl'ing th~ nig.~t all our diao"'!tounted 10 inch oolwsbiade- oae 

thet pane ope o'f the fort, 'ha.d nre'Pa.rl!d 1 t 'M~tll for the Operations ot the sol14 
-t·-

10 inch ahot, and when the columbi ·l.ds from Coaf Island opened the n~c• 

began to t.a.ltrembla.. The breach o:t tha da.v-· nravious enlA.rgad, two otheraa 

thlt whit" flAg mised. a practicAtlle breach, large enough to 4rive a tour 

e horse MgOn through• had been forrr.et, ant~ our J'~.!ttes shell passing throU~h it, 
across the terra plain, nnd bcwa~bx breaching the ma.gasine itSI!l:f. '!1hia 

brought the nbels to terms. '11ey uncondi tions.Uy- Stll"l'Sndered .. 

The CaJ!itulation 

OeDBral Gillmore 'inlllediately proceeded w1 th his atatt an4 

Ganero.l BeDham to Goat' • P 1nt, wha:ra a boat wu soon obtained to croaa OYitr 

the Soutb Pass ot the riv<.Jr to the ll'ort and corumunicata with the dsteated 

rebela. Articles ot capitulation were drawn up and aigneda aDd r.eneral 

Gi.lmore stipulated that the wowadad and dead might be aent to Sa't'&ll.D8h. Theae 

articless were signed by both the contracting parties and aent to General 
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_____ ... , ___ .,.. .. _.. ..... ---.. ..... -----------................ __ _ 

de1"8d t.o the torees ot the United States. 

lo~ to ta'lce with them all th3"lT J)rivRte ~treets, such 11.s clothinr:;, lY;1:'!.ding, 

books, etc. ~his is not to inaludg ~r!vat~ weapons. 

Con:f'edem te lines, and at the ssnse time; the men to be allowed to s&nd any 

letters tl:ay mav desire, au.bjedt to the inspection of' a :Federal Officer .. 

Q .. A. Gillmore, 

Tybee Island, neorgia. 
__ ..... _ ...... _____ .... _______________________________________ .,.........._ __ ....._,_... __ ._. __________ ._._..., ___ ......,_ 

Th• document .aa aant to the district coornander. a.n4 
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aceompmed ·_ b7 ·the tiD following coumunicat ion rro.a the Ganeral ot the 

a~tack1ng brigade; 

.Fort Pulasid, G:a, r.prll 11, 1.862. 

-r 
r-eneral H •. \. Benham, Conm'!tJ'Iding Northam District, Dttpartmen,._ of the South, 

':'yba~ Island, na.. : 

sir: t hn'r"l the honorrto tra.nsn1i t herowi th the ts:ms of 

cap! tula tion 1'ro the surren:lar to tl.ta ULi ted states of .Fort '"'l.ll.ttsti, a&., 

signed by me th&e 11th day or ··.pril, 1862. 

::m!Jstnntially those author!md 'by you &s co::nru~ddr o:r the distrte t. 

'"he fort hoisted the white tlag at a nur:trtar lY~:f'or-~ two 

o'clock tnis afte.moon, Rft·n•.n. rosistance since oig.'bt o'clock vssterlay morn-

I MV3 th~ honor to "". very rospectf' ; lly • 

Your most obedient serv!Ult, 

:Brigadier ~.eneral Vobnteers, Comnrutdhg United states Foreee on 

Tybee Island • r.eorgia. _ _, ___ .,...,..___ _ ____ .,. ___ .... ___________ •"·-----------------------........ --:.... ...... ~~-.............. -
'He captured \Yith the tort three humrad and sixty pr1soun, 

including the cor.lllalldar, statf' and line o:tf'icers. Their na1n.es a:re a.a folloaJ 

Colonel Charles H. Olmstead, cOiliiiiMding post; ::;.ajor 1o1m 

Fol&y, Adjutant M. II. Hopkins, "uarterma.ster Robort Indn. COI'III1aaar1es Robt. 

S.rg8ant William. c. Crawf'ord, Ordna110e Serceant :ffl1rwy Sima. 

Otf1ael'8 o:r t~_!.O_!ltgome!-7._ C'..uards, S&YamUih, Oeo:r§1a.­

Captain L. 'J'. Ouilma.rtin; tirat Lieut .. John :r. Spaons; SecoD4 senior Uaut., 
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Christopher Hussey; J"unior ;,aaond .U.9flt. c. :.~. •:u.rphy.: 

r'~l"!7lan. Vo~unteers.J.. savannah- Captain J"ohn H. st1egen; 

senior ~>ecoDd Lieti• ae.llrY "'aJ.•ner; :runior Second Ueut., Charles Uribaeh. 

Fix at llnut. , H. C • 1l'ruman; J'ltnio:r seoond Liaut 1 J"anes ~cke:rman. 
County 

'li~ Guard, ~f?PI. f'.,eor~a - Captain :J :r. McMullin; l!'1rst 

I.teut., ""' ~.'• Uontford; ~,entor second Lieut., ;r. n. ;: • lJldlow; J\mior second 

Lieut. • 1ohn Blow. 

l''irst Ueut, Francia Blair; senior sec0nd Lieut., ;r. c. Howland; ;runic secODd 

The ~alance of the three hundred rmd sixty are 'Privates and 

men eomnissioned ottieers.- I'T1th the fort w took forty seven gUl'lB, ten inch 

and eip,ht inch, t'\VO rifle!'! • but mostly casem.,,te thirty .. twoe :1nd torty-twns. ~lao 

seven thousand shot and shell. ~nd in tJaal th, maganne we foUlld about forty 

thcuannd nounds of -nowder or various oualities. .\bout three ll'lOnths' suppl;f' 

The tort has been badly used 'by our shot and shell. The 

f 

torn to p&f)ces in many nlaces; piece a of 'bric'· • timber. stonr:!, C!tn.non balls, 

grouJld i tha interior of tha t110rlr.. ~t the angle ot the b:rea.ch~ the arches 

haw been torn out, guns dismounted, and de !Jris of brick and tir1ber, broken 

gun carriages. ~~USketa, etc., fill up the casemates. hnd in one or two placea 

wha:re shell entered tha embre..au.rea and buat inside, you can trace the :f'l.igb.t 

of each t:ragmant aa it rJpped up the woodwork and shattered the brick 'WOr'k in 



tirely through tha walls ,_,1· tl;t! r.aa.g&zine nnd blm". 1 t up, r.r1.d with it tb.: i'ort 

It will cost .50,000 ~o oat ti.e fo:r.-t in th.,. sar'l8 condition. of detenca that it 

would hnve i'a.Uen into thG J.itch a ~'laSS of ruins. "'he men. could real th.c •lla 

th~t fact you. can get a tol~rably correct idS'! at tho ir;wanse fcroe w1 th 1othich 
t.n 

they strike •. It >'!ft.s terJ·!tie. Out of' tittee:r.t. guns M'l tilOrtA.rs/t~ ~\nrbeUa 

but four •re serviceable. The balance were dismou.nt~d., or otharwiso .:.-endal"tM\ 

incapable of use. 
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Th• Bombardaut o t Fo r1 Pulagkl 

ff lt JppeftNCl to Member! of the SeJ»th (,;oa!lc\io!l on Txb!! 

J!tp 194. 
..,L. 

lbe batieriee oa Tybee were now all placed an~intnmched (the aoriars 

. e) out of sight of the fori), encJ ewi"J"t'hiDg wu rea&l7. 'l'o the Sen nth Com1ecUout 

wao assigned the delicnte and import.nnt duJJ of semrc the mortnr.. The of'ltieera 

nnd men had been drilled only fttfull:;r in t 118 intervals of other aner labor; 1•t 

they nnt to the nom wort with that quic i.DpnuitJ w11ich is a Yutee instinct. 

~'iYe of t''' batteries. conttild.ng fifteen 'am-yy ~nortttre. were JUUUied. bJ tne 

Seventh ••••• 

Pulnski was a hugh five-aided. forirens, as stror.tg as fort Pick••· lu 

walla, eoveft feet tl-tiek. mo1mtocl one tier or guns in embrnsures, ani an ea 

barbette. Tnnty guns -.re upol'l the T1bee battetiea, iacluding tea 10-inch 

columbiads. It 1rt\it built by n. Connecticut au. 

In tut, the Wl1olt affair DOW begmt to asswae a Comecticut charncter. 

i'tte genernl coJmm.nding the dietriet, nml present oa Tybee (H. w. Benhm~), was 

from Conaecticut; a majority or the inva.ting forcea were from Connecticut; Col. 

PtlTT, or t~,e 48th !~taw Tort, was froa Riclgefielti• Cea.; am one of the officers 

of the )cl Rhotlo leland wrta Capt. Thomas .R., Briggs, of Daaieleollt'Ule, Cona. 'Ette 

gun boat Norwich, from Cozmecticvl, completed tho blockading west of t"te fort. The 

tort iteelf wrct1 constructed twentyJenra before bJ Lieut.. (af'terwn.nis Major-Gen.) 
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Manatield of Connecticut, u:3lsi.ed by Lieut. Benha, uaiatrm ensineer, fr011 
b 

CoJmectiout. Moreu'V'er,_ it wna lii)Y cctmmo.nd.ecl by Col "harlee H. Ol.lletot~d, a refol, to 

YhOJI Biclgdteld, Contt., P'" birth. 

Surrender being ret\UJH, the fight begna on .April 10, about eight e'cloct, 

at a signal-gun from Bnttery ilalleck. Simultaneously, all tho guns arut 2110rtare 

blued and roared w. th an explosion thnt 1.1.hook the islc.nu in it!".i marshy anchorage. 

ri:"'lecl a9·ot and plungi: g o1•ell rnin&d in rury upon tt10 grll"ft."n. Great cloud• of sna 

smete ecliP:Hti the noiUtilt"<J sun; ti.J'ld the whdows rttttletl at Port l!oyal. nfti S"lYnJmab, 

e; tweuty ai.lou nwrcy:. :;:he dirirutce be1;wo·e !1. t 1 ~o eoabatun'lfl was &!.t le!"..St a milo; yet it 

aoo11 bocn.-rce evidrmt t:.at "tl'l$ fin frvm. '1fu~ Wt1B telling. M t~~ n?lid. s1ot at.rU4Sk1 

grer,t Flloa or colid r;.:n50JH7 gave 'tnJ¥1 and clouds l.)r brick-dutrl filJ..ed the r:.ir. 

T],e leYeJrth worked the morlnn lli.ef!dily n® lntlrtfully. "='.ergB*':Jt L1.1e·::: Sutlif'fe ( of 

Se6WJ}gtoa) mt,de ~rerr D'1ot tell, cutting ltW?J tho stnrt,, wul bringing 4otm the 

flag• • Bnttery Sherml\R f'incl olle s11ot every fifteen ntiuutos during t 11e night. 

The shots from the fort plowed u.., the r1t1nd: in cl.tsc furrows; but the mea 

aeon abael"'t'6fl t~e rnnge and c~ liber of the various gUl'UI of the fort, so as to d.o4ge 

until the misa1le paaaei. C.1. tiawley wrote in a letter.~ 

"riometilaoa we Ot llecl out, •Ten-ineher 1• as a CC'tnin big col1.111bincl on the 

0 
rine 1 • a a 8\J.«trt1 ........ ~ Blakol.J g\Ql on the rr111pnris fired. We --' 

eo that we bow where eaeh gun was trtd l"l8d1 rtnd could tell bJ tlua eoUJ:Ml 1f'he ~ the 

ehot WM pi.. ~ooa after noea of the llth, there were four or fiYe helee in the 

fori, cloee together, o:ae of them, p.ertmps, 'helw teet i.n tliamettr. Nw all4 thea 

a eartloa4 of auusoDry rolled 4cm~; thea uerJ'bedJ yelled in triiiiiPta• Ttte ditch 

1l'aS nenrlJ full; nnd tt huge gun on the rrJnparts appare12tl7 tottered, rend7 to fall 
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Jelled, 'le. ~. fire t' ••· 2, fire ~' ••. 3, tin 1' •No. '• fi.re ! • and 'the 

blaek and sweaty elmaoMera japed to the mualea te Nload. Oh, it was a sadclolli~~g 

During the fonmoon of thfl 11th, the breach in tho ooutheaat a.nglc of the 

the rebel guru~ had been dismounted. At two, P• m., the tort 11oiated a white flag; add 

its appenn.nce 'A"1l.B greeted with t·-.cftl•iut demoutratitlftS of cnthus:laa oa Tybee. 

'J.'be 5eWH'lth Comtoeticut !ltd fiNd ni J38 bud red Md eig~ty•JiiDO (989) a)•iMh 

ahella, ard. fi..,. hudrecl and eighty ',510) 10-iach Jtl\ella, tt•in .Ught more than hnlf '-; ' that had beoa thnwa from tid.oa guna. these tid not, !unrcYer, proft so etfectiw 

u the sol1i shots froa the colUIIibiDAle aad theJame• and. Parntt rifle guu with whiOh 

the Bbocle Ialtmd oomp&.lliea hrul 1f181le the brea6. 

1ite Se..-ont'k had ahOWil super-ior still, induat17, and en&luran <e; o.nd these wre 

•• duly recoga:laed. Tho pod ot 110JlOI"••the tort itaelf-wM tu: ::d.gno4 to the 

~- regiment; and to it wns also awarded the rebel fJ.ac the.t cnme Wl1irling 4owa for the 

laet time from the stnff. Tho 1\aibune coJTGepoad•nt f!t\i«i, •T!,. S.Yenth Connecticut 

were lr-:medb.tolf ordered to gnrrison the tort • .-a po.t of di.atinction ,;,ich their 

faithful eerrl.ces in the e.reCtitlll of '\l-e WOl'ics, nnd the gnl.lar.t OOMuot in the 

'batterioe £en~est to t 1e eDOl!iJ•s fire• bad honol"tlbly eiU"J.Hld 11 and wt.ich the rest ot 

the troopa •err heariily e.Dfiad them.• 
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=~if''' llo$1J 
tMM !le !4, 4S. p! -4£, 

A£N.!lt: Yo 11 Pul,.U.. o,.. 

•ar: · •.a.t about Hwa on the mora;c ot t!w ll~Jt the tire opttaed w:l. th sred 

w.pr a!ll uc:vac,, the certainty u to tlirecti ,n aiHl ciiataace being srentlr 

~JODI that of the pred.oue •nr, expeelally ,Oil the part of the •M111J••tura 

beiag uarce17 IUIJ expotntre or our force that did aot clraw a .~ .. ehot* while 

•At about lO to U A. •· I ft.aitecl the batteries, ttltiU.Jlg each ot tll• 

aon etf'icieatlJ nned, especially the oml\lJ. mortar batteriec Mnrest. the .~ 

fori, tM bntteriee just rete:rl"M to, in charge ef the .Na., aJJI CapW.a Tv•r, 

and the columbia4 bntteriee lU!Ider Captain Peloun. I tOUild that aa .araaun 

a:t the brenche4 point, wh1*1\ wt~e much enl..e.rged on the pftviGllS dttJ, waa uw 

opeucl to lull7 the alae ot the receaa BJ"ch, or aose eight or tea feet •ctuare, 

and t~,., acljacet 1.111brttauwe ftH rapidly bei~~g b.-vght to a eimil~r eondition. 

At about aooa tho whole ~~&st and parapet '11'811 ot the oue.te tln:t injUI"e4l 

tell into t'"te dJ:tch, ftliaing a rnmp quite "fisible to u•, tUtd aQD after tho oor­

raepoading parte or the sdjaeent. crusomates begllll to fnll, the Parrott and. James 

shot pus~ cttdte th:raugtt. as we cov.ld see the heft'ff timber bl1.!14n.ge in rerr 

of the cnaUtatee, te the renr or the aaguint, oa the oppoaite (aorthftet) 

anal• of the tort. 

•Ia thio stnte of things I felt tJUre thd we would sooa be ccl.led to peel 

ott the w'wle aca.tp wall frotr' the from ot the camtmate• or the aouth-enat troat, 
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.Uq • breach arentq larpr thna the mllllll gamaoa could tlefeu. with, 

probnblJ, another Mllllor breach upon t'JC opposite aide; and I at once d.­

tendred that, if t"le noi.tuce wn~ coDtinuec.. it would be beat, ud •n-­
tinl7 pl"dticnble. to Bt.orm t;:e tort aueeeoof't;lly within th1l'ty to fcrt.y 

houn. Atntl I httcl given directiollf te 1enorr>1 Ot.ll!nere to h@~ suitAble 

eeallng l.Niden prept1.recl tor the purp..,,., and wrcr' armngi.:ng tor the proper 

feJ"oett, boate, "•·• tr!tf:H1 nt Ab(Ytrf• two ~'• ~~., we diucoYOrad a w'1ito llq 

thrown up, nncl t~e rebel fltJC, ntte r t.lling out to th.e Wind tor e ftm IIi nat• 

nt httlf !!'!Mt, c~ elwly to the groUDCI. 

41 'l'he only plnirJ.:- perer.pt.illl"'-.1 ':'onult of t111.t'f ttttnn&mde of tM nnli a 

hnlf hcun• durt\ti n,. 1;11-e brenching btttteriea lta.v6ng bat;n servt:Jd hy niJW &H 

a hnlf *loun, Yr..6 tltft t:.l)ll!i'""('I?CO!'leni of e. bruc:h ill t 1to fw~te!"l:t httlt ~t th• 

pane..,., conneetil'lg tt~tJ 811utlt M4 ~S•luth•onnt tn¢et; 1 Rl14 ia that pertioa of the 

southtttutt face epaJ'H'~1.i t1 "tht: f.ft CU<'ll!atee adjttce~ to t!·o r~'J.."lCOutM• The breach 

Jlad been oNered ill tl1in porlioa or the ec.app, eo au: to tate in l"eYel"H. through ._ 

the opetd., tt1o m~• locr.ted i:n the r.ngle formed bJ t~~e gerge aat the r&Orth 

tnn. 

•'lwo or the br,rltette guno of the fort hn•e beea disabled• and t''l:r"H 

cn.aet~nte pntJ a1lenee4. !i.'heenemr Hrved both tier~a ot gunr: 'briskly ti1rougtun:t 

the dq • but 'ri thout bJ ury to the muteriel or person.l'l8J. of ear batteriu. 

( lfrie: the above two paagrcphs refer to the first aq. AprU 10.) 

•oa the aorni .rg ot t~ llth our better.loa again opened a little after 

aunrlee with cleeided otrect, the tort returning a hea., aD! wll-directed til"e 

from its brrbetto and cns•nte gus. 'l'h• b!'e4ch 11'l1.G rnpidlf enlqecl. At the 

espiratitUl ef 'th.e h<*n, tl1e entire cusemate next the piUleoupe had beea 

opeaecl, nnd by 11 e•cleek tho one ndjacont to it wan in a sbdlt11' coadition. 

Mreetlou wre thaa gifta to traia the guae upon the t!1ird eabi"Uure, upoa which 
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the bntnching ·batteries wore optu•Jtti~ with effect, whea the tori heteted. the 

e . whi• flag.• 

At wu o •clt)ck &n t1• aftemo.,.J of t.~e llth ·tha ti.rina C~Ht.Socl, and 

shortlr a!tf.lr Ck;aernl vmmore proceecld to the captura tort with 11i£J aia, L 

Gcnerr:l Gillmore ~t~erf)d t\10 fort ttlrnte, t~u~ nthor oftieere, oa tho 

requturt •f ~l.,"ll!l. Ul!!'1lte<'ld, re·nin gt outdde. Aft(u· alHJttt n....tt '"'~r•tS delnJ'1 

the terms of cnpitult'ltiol\ wore MgOtiated, nnd GeMl"'ll Gilh!ore :retumod, with 

Liewte~UU'.l't-Colottel J:fnll,.to '17bee, to l'ltthmit t'Ht nrticlee to llenerul Bea.l-t•, 

&nd through him to tlenet'rl Runter; ler'"fi.ag Mnjor Chf".rlee H. Hnlpi~, of 

CelUt~·l Hunter•e stntf1 Capta:i.n A. '1'1. !l.y-1 c-l O.neJ"'ll HemMts std'f, aDd 

and to dd.t the rorcea to be detailed to tha dutr of oocupat~_on. Those 

off'iMI"r: then entered the tori; t~-te gw.u of the garriefu:J wore stueked ia the 

area. nnd the mttn orclel"M to their ttunrtere. '1\te Jeatioml effieere were 

r.nnductetl to the q•'lftrtnrr, ,f Color61 Ol.tlstend by his nclJub.nt, where the 

comiad.ol'ltd of ficen of the gtlM'ison. twe.n+.y•feur in ~be•, were an•'bletl, 

ancl nrremlerecl to Major Ralpille t"-ir wont"='• aecoriiag to the teftlls et 

capitulation. The &nl"r:laon IIWRberecl t 111'M hundred and oidy-•• me~. tweaty• 

tour of whom were officers, al1d coDSietod of fi-ye companiea-•three IU1.'tiD 

Georgians, one Gerxr.u, arMS one Irish. l'heJ 'bel1aptl to thl lat O.ercia regimel!t. 

'!'he appefll"allH of the interior of the tort after the booberdment bon 
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:. bo:ttel'lee. he der;tructive ctueUUeu of the James projectiles wre ~tie-

they tasthed. in t'1e wruJ.. alld bu.rriillg scattered the brick about in pulYeriae4 

cltiSt. !J.o ndairnble hnd bee" 'tl-18 tbw at the otaJUll bnttcr.tes, that in I"-lUIJ' 
" ... ~" . ·~. 

cneos ehot atter ts 11Gt hNi hit. the 8f'ae···~· \mtu tinallJ na iaeaee- bre,...ch wne 

aacte in t 11o aouth-efl.ftem en~~emate. 

lxpased to 3UCh a fiN• it iu .ao reflctttiaa of Sout'hera .~1' that the 

galllwt Coateder•,te ColoUBl Ol.metefltl wna forced to 8tll"Nader. 
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DeeeNSion of Col. Cht',rlee fl. Oll!te!lf 

!r tb• Cornm!Jdeat ot ty · Nt!r tort Ti•!• 1: •t!t•r•. 

The coneapendent or the Mew fort ~iaes enya that •eo1. Olllstend strik .. 

all who cou in eodltd with hill u a r-aa of supericu• cltarae'ter. He ia appareJitlJ 

+-
··~~. ner 30 or 3S f8t\J"8 of oge, t•te: ••• as J881"8.) tall and wll-ehaped, witb 

a Ji&h forehead, calm 11nd retlectiYe couateannce, and mild and gentleaalllJ 

maJBUU"B. Ia hill the tire-eater "'illlla s t::pe. Re Yttn 4ressecl in a suit of 

.ADd another eorreepoDdent anye that ho entertflined the BatioDal or ~icon 

ia 'Ilia on quarters, while they were Yaitittg the arriYal of the C.J!WJ&Dding 

Cle•rnl, ri th n courteous hospital! ty and subdued geniality of MJlllttr which ••• 

all their hearts. Oell Huntor hao expnosed a desire that he may be allowed to 

gi•e bnck to Col. OlJietead M.:s nord, az a compU.aeft't. to hie gallant17 aDl courteq. 

!hie is conclwsi •• &ll to Gea. Hunter• e utoaiohment n.t meeting with a rebel 

officer like the captured eommMCler of Fort Pul.ank1. Tho writer we have alreftdy 

quote4 adds: 

•Col. Olmstead is a re3ident or So.vnru-.h, nnd I leam from one of ov 

offioo.re who apent the night at his quartttn, is a mu of religious habits, aDil eli" 

•ouraes ia regnnl to ttle war lite one w'1o ,,ae a moti"" of principle in the contest. 

e Be 81\71 the.t it fleeme to the Southerners that they 8.1'0 llternllJ being 'bWite4 

don•1 •''ile th•eelves only eoatending tor their nntural rights. 

•As a bod7, the officers I have seen are men of 'f8J"7 geatlem&B17 llftJUlerS, bu\ 
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thoroughly robellioul in their t•linca. I~a.., Juclpent, the7 differ ef.ritiaglJ 

in thie rupect tl'Oil the man; eollfindJSg the theol"1, that this ftl', oft the par"t 

of the rebtlle, is tmged tor the benefit of a cl1Ut8 1 ami thnt the masses all"CndJ 

... , as they rill soon clo sore and 110re, tt'.&t this u the gre.nd inue of the 

colllteat, ancl aa iurnw in wt1ich their interest is aot ill. Ulliaoa with that of their 

lea4C'e.• 
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Tblt Bom.ba.rd.\uent ot Fort Pulaski 

As Desc.rib&d by Col. Charas ;;. Olmstead to his Wite 

hcsl'Pta from a letter by : 
Col. Olmstead to his wife, 
dated "Fort Pulaski, April 11. 
la62. w Now in possen1on o~ 
the ¥1ases Olmat81td tJf 
Savannah. 
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cool aDd collected, there was no shirking, the mon when ordered in the 

parapet went i:rmedia.tel.y with the most cheerful alacrity, though the 

missiles of death were :flying about at the aDSt teartul rate, thirteen 

I 
inch mortar shells, Columbiad shells, Parrott shells. Rltle shots were 

shrieking through thl') air in every direction, while the ear was dea:teMd 

by the tremendous ezplosions tlat followed each other without cttssation••••• 

"And so the day wore on until night brought us a little rest. 

uAt halt put eleven the emmy O'Hmdd tire again and kept it 

up at intenals ot ten or titt:3en minutes during the night. 1-i'e did not 

answer, though. until siz in the morning whan tiring bee~ gene;a:al again, 

and continued until hal.t past ~wo o•clock in the atternaon, wh6n it was 

reportecl to - that our aaga.zine was in danger. l touad that the breach 

1n our •ll had become so alumingly' l~rge that shots tram the batteries 

ot the en my were passing clear through and •re striking directly on the 

brickwork ot thtt magazine. It was simply a question ot a :tew hours as to 

~ther we should J[leld or be blown into nerdition b.r our Oft powder. 

"l contened with my ott'icers and they united in adTising me 

to surrender at once to avaid any f'urther bloodshed. rflhis ad'rlce chimed 

w1 th my own views and I gave the necessary order tor a surrender." 
v 

"••••The Federal ofticers who hate been iu the Fort have acted 

in the most courteous and gentlemanly manner t~ u.• 
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The Bombardment ot Fort l"ulaskl 

l!]'~ th8 ottJ.c.b.l RePort ot Col. Cltnstee.d t~ £a_p_~in O • .....A .. liercer, 
A. A. General, Di.strict o:t Geo;sa, at }!illediel'ille, G • 

Historical Sketch ot the 
Cbathant Arlillet.!l during 
\he c onteaera te s tm r ls 
tor IndeJ?!:ndence. B7 
Charles c • .Tones, J'r., 
La.te Lieut. Col. ot Arty., 
C. S. A. ~lbauy, N. Y.: 
.Toal Munsell. 18&7. 
Pa&ee 71-82. 

Captain George A. Mercer, 

Milledgeville, Geo:rg1a, october 1, 1862. 

A. A. General, ~istrict ot r.eorgia.. 

Captain: llllnlediately after the :fall of Fort _ltllaeki, and. while & 

prisoner of war at Port Hoyal, 1 wrote an official rttnort of the eog&gemen'h 

and recebed tram the Federal authorities a pr<ml.se that i't should be sent 

w1 th other letters to the Contederat' linea. .;;inca my return to tbt south 

1 t.lnd that no .s11ch repOt' t has baen recehed, and I have therefore 1he honor 

ot a.g'lin pmsenting a detailed account ot the oparationa resulting in the 

tall of th~ tort •• ••••• 

J!a! '1,9 At an early hour on tho mom.ing of the lOth ot April, n totme.l 

demand Wtls made upon me by ~h1jor t".en .. ·1Unter tor the auri"end r of the fort 

to the forces under h1a oonraand. I could give him but oM answer. The 

otfieer who brought the demand returned to '1'yb8·:1 • and at 8 o'clock preoiael,-

the tiring conmenced tram the enemy's lower batteries. Then battery atter 

'battery took 1 t up, until the whold line had opened; the tort answering 

slowlY at f'irst • but with more rapidity as the gunners acquired the :range 

ot the different batteriea. 

The tirillg of tha enemy v .. as almost entire q concentrated on the 

pan coupe at the southeast angle of the tort. am it soon became evident 

./ 
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to my mind that ·t'l:U:'ee of their battariea alollft ~re doing all the work. 

These ·oat'tal"i8S IU'8 ~r}(S(\ 13e.tteries L:cClellan, c;fg"!Jl, and Scott ill the 

llrlall plan annexed to this renort. They !!lOunted ten hea'V7 rifled guns 

(J~r-:es a.nd Parrott), and four Columbia.ds, g.nd were ao completely masked, 

that dtu-ing dahe most of the 1'1rst day our men could aim only at the -r.>U:tf'a 

ot sm6ke 1 there biting nothing else to indicate the noaition ot the guns. 

About tour hours after the action conrnenced. all ot our casemate 

guns (thirty-two pound~rs) • nt the southe&3t ang!4 and adjacent to 1 t 

were dismounted and uael3ss, and a little lli.ter in th~ day our two 

Colu;nb11\ds en barbatte imtiledia tely a.ilove, W>.!l"'a in the sam.J 4onditi on. 

Tho tiring on both sides continued steadily until dark, \'han it ea!l.sed. 

1 had then an op[lorlurJ. ty of asoerti:iini.Dg the amount a. damage doDfJ to 

the tort. The southeas tt anglo wa.s in a l!lf~Bntable eo.uli"tion. '!'he whole 

wall trom th.e crest of th'-'l nsrapet to the moat was tlak~d away to the depth 

<Jt tror11 ·two 'loo tour te.:t, and as tne wall bete,.,n the arches was orig1.aal.l.7 

only about five te·t in thickness, weakened too by wntilating tlues 

above the embrasures, it (?age 80) needed but one glance to convince me 

that a tew hours more of such a :tire \'iOUld make a fozminable breach. The 

interior ot the tort W'ls also much inju.1·ed. a. t eleven o•clock the en~ftl)" 

began a desultory tire which was kept up during thlil whole night, probably 

with a view to nrevent the garrison :frol'll res tine, no other end being attained 

At six A. M., on ths 1 th, the t' iriLg again beeam.. general, and ev~n 

mcra ran1d than on · the previous day. Py ten o'clock a larBi! breach was 

:r.a.de in the pan coupe, whieh enry shot ae:rved to enl:lrg&. !\t noon the •11 

ot another casemate yialded, and then a new danger sprang upon us. The pro­

jitctiles fran the ritle battsriaa we:r1J passing cl&ar tra-ough the breach 

aweping across the -parad-1 , and striking against the travt;rses Which, 
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p,.t.eete« the nerih aaguine. these traverses were two 1a .. be.-... ne of 

b~ 1mmed1atolJ -eowril'6 the Rnguine door-·~ otber of timber aDd oarih 

pi"Otectirw a pueage way to ~he ~ad• eel to a ttuarioJWndar•a eton­

re•. l),rough this la~;t two or thne oltells had burat, ancl their frapeata 

foWld their way *o the quarter r.r.a!Ster's row olllf ten er twelve f•t froa 

when tt1e Jrlll&n.&i.Da doer etooct ,.., nmt tho 'brict-worlt of the other travoree 

had NeJ2 r;truok repetttedl.J. 

Our co!lditioB1t'fll!l ncnr ne follows: AJ.1 but two or the ..._.-u gt~n~~ 

bar: ri• 'RpOil Tybee were diem .~urrte.d; but two of the llN"bette were left thd 

could be bnnght to bear upon the bntterie~· doing us :mont injury; the outer 

wall of two cntHsr•tee bad been entirely s'~ot away, o.M the two atJoird.JC 

ones were ia a erambli.Dg condition; the moat 711U3 bridged Oft!" by the nina 

or the Yall; most ot our' tmver134te hnd Hen ri4dlH by ahot, and oome of 

thtlll were no longer sel"Vieeable; the range or officers • ,.unrters and ti tc.h.­

wns 1Htill7 clf'lll!aged, and the north magazine W't\f' in hourl,. cltmger of uplaeioa­

our .._tmiea.tioao beiDg ~• eompletelJ cut ott that there was ao g19d tor • 

e•e• the fl._4n of n hope or relief, whUe for the s1ae rensoll ao line of 

retreat wtul loft us. 

Url4er t~ece circumrrtnncec I considered t·,e fort e.s no loBgOI" teaa'ble, 

nnd 'belimng the lb·ea of the gaJ"''iBoa to be mr (page 81) •.xt ean, I 

pYe tlle neceesary ordel"'!J for a surrender, having !1rat confel"red with my 

offlee.rs IUld founcl 'lhCIIIt, lite llf'Self 1 iapreend. with the condction of the 

utter ~opelessaesa of a longer struggle •••••• 

At half paat two o•cloek P. •. tbe white f'lag ne clieplayecl ••••• 

Ia coaclUBioa, redwiag t 110 whole actio-. two fn.eto stnncl out 

pretdaoaUr; let, thnt tl1e walla of aD old S'tJle fortificntion could not 

atnad ~ninat the now .rifle pnjoctiles, and bit, that tho 8l"Ches of the 
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same fort wre atblo to resiot. the hett.,iest wrticel tire. SKtU'111 t..hirtMil•inlh 

W.ittal" ahella tell direct1J upen the rtWJp~s trom «.» 1.meanc hoight, without 

peaetrntina beyond th• covering er dirt. 



lltt l!fpb~!!t of Ffrt PulP!i& 

!):port of Gtp. )uiftC% ;A,tnma GJ.llJ!q 

"•" oa Prflctical .~~.rtgi.._ri.!W lio. 8. 
Otfieial n.port to the u. ~. iislDeer 

Dtpnrtmcnt, ot the otcge au4 RoduetioJt 
et Fort. P1al.aetl, Georgia, Fobi"Wtt")', 
Barch, and 'P:ril, 1862. B.J :Brtc .. -Oea. 
Q. ~.· Gt.llar., u. s. '•le., Captaia of 
lag!aeen, u. S. A. Illustrated • 
.., Tort:. D. las Jroetl"t'.nd,. 192 .a.......,., 
18,2. 
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e QeM!"l'll Dr.Yicl tfazrkr, COl'l'l!l"l'udiDg the clep81'ttunt, dispo.tchccl Lieuto-.a:t l. H. 

•uaoa, ot the 'l'opegrapt~leal Engineers, to fort Plde.sti, henring a flag of 

To this derand a negati.e answer was returned. 

'13· The oJ'der Yar- givea to opea fire, COIIIIller.eiltg (pace 33) with the 

aortar battwies, ngreeablf to the foregoing intrtruetiou. 

f4. 'lbe tirfli r>hell wne fired nt n quarter pact eight o'clock, ..L Jl., 

fnm bfltteJ')' Hftlleet. "the othr mortar bdtcries opelled one after e:nother, u 

ntpitUJ in ev.ecensin as it 1mB fouad praeticnble to .. termine the apJroxiante 

:. 
~. bJ: the llGO of Gi.gl1al.s.. he guna and columbiatls Moa follo1red, t10 thnt 

before half•pnst nia, A. F•, f\1.1 the batterieo were ia operation; it havillg beu 

deemecl expeiient not t. wnit tor the barbette t1re ot the work to be .UencM, 

before eponing with branching batteries Scot\ and MeClell~ 

TS· 'l'he three wD'"'inch celumbiruia ill bn.ttei"J Scott were di!JaOUDtcKi by 

e t'heir OWJl recoil, nt the fint dieclmrge; MCl one ot tl-lose ia batter.r Lyen, from 

the erae er•.use, at t 11e third cliachnrge (ue report of the erdun.nce officer, 

par.nph twenty-mae). ~.,. were all, except one Ia 'bnttery Scott. nbt"Jequently 
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?6. As the !-'e"tCftl bnttel'i.M along our liM, which Yntl ,..,. 2,;;o 

J'fU'ds ia length. opo m4 fire oae nfter eaot"ter, the ..., followed the!! v.p 

•••cwaimr .. rith n 'figoro1m, tt1ough eot at tir•t ,.,. accurate fire, tr• 

hie barbette ud ensaru!.te guae. ~bseqlHlllt intuir.J ahow4 th~t he t .. 

tt. ••t positio11 of oal.y two or our bntteriea (ittel'!lllrm and :Sumaiu). ~,on 

were eotabliehed Just nbow l'llgt.,-wnter rr..rr, on low grou!ld, ...oid or bu~'ler; or 

11ndergnwth of nny kil!d. During their coutructio~'. no opMial a'tteapt at 

ooaeenllleat (page 34) h81l *ll ll'!&de 1 n.fter once securing good pr~t co"t"er lf' 

z:d.ght work. 

11. Orent disappoint~twnt ,.·no oxpntst'lC'H:i, 'hy nll expt'rionced offieere 

e pl"flellt 1 r.t the Ultnatinfnet.J'1 ftrsults obtninetl with the thirteen-inch aor·b.n. 

IJ.though the plattoma wre exeellellt,. ani r•.aiJIId, for 1\l.l useful purpoaN, 

iatnd,-ar.d altt'Ough the pieces were .eel""flffl with ft very tnir tlegree of cnre 

and still, not o_...Uath of the shells tt1rflwn nppeued to tr.ll Yrit11i1t the nrt; 

aa eati-.te t'he.t 1ma a.ftorwt-..ris tmmi to be mther our t"t!'.D mmer the eorl"Ht 

• proporiioa. httttw t'1is iuecun.cy it due to t!le fnct that 110 enrtriclg~ 

••• tundahed tor the ...... to iaequalit.1e2 in the atr..,th of the PftH1"', 

to utecta in benat 1a the piece itself,. or ta these se,.ral. cnueea com\tinecl, 

remaiu pt to be uccrtained. It is ~tegested thnt the et-.J'Peet attenUoll of the 

proper clepartmont be diacttd te thie subject. 

78. Df e• o'clock irl: the aftel'llOoa (April lOth)• it be~ eTident that. 

aeriouly disabled by the enemy•e f'in. By the n1cl of a powerful te~ecope, it 

could bit ebn!"Wd that tr.o rifled projeniiea were doing excellei'Jt service; thi th 

thetr penttra."tiota was clecp ani •ttectin; IUld that lhe portioa of the wr.ll where 

tbe bNe.Oh Md been ordered, n.a becorniag rap141y •hoJ18Y•COIIHd. • 

.,. It also bccttme eTideat before aight, on aaouat of the 1uff1c1uer of 
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the mortu firing, thnt upoll br,..hin& (pap 3S') aloDe,-enting. perhaps, in. an 

u1Jtmlt,-w SU't depend for the nMluctioa of thl work. 

8o. Ia ol'der to incnBH the Hcurliy Of our ad.VUftri batteries, a 

toltaab)J' br.tGt fire egtdnat tt,. br.rbette gune of the fort, wtu.J kept 11p through­

ft't the clay. Probab1J from titt.ea t. twflty par cent of the metal threw~~ troa thlr 

1t..-ch1JIC bntteriu, en the lOth, .u eapen4ad in this 1Fil1• 

81. Ae aYUiJ!I closed in_ rendering obJects indistinct, all tho pieces 

eenaecl ttrillg, with t.ha exception of two tni:rieea-ineh mortars, oae ten-inch ..nay. 

aDd oae thirtr-~r Parrott, which nre ae"ed t"lroughout tt,e night, at inter-

~· at fifteea or twenty miautes for oaeh piece. 

e 8t. I extract AS follna, t.- 1fT pntlhli:nn.ry report to Bripdier-Oen. 

Ballltma, tlntecl ~ ril 12, 1862: 

83. •Tne a.nly plainly perceptible retnut of t 1ds erumollflH of tea mui a 

hr.lf ho\11'8, was t 11e eoamrencement of a bl'ench in the eaaterlr hrJ.f of the pueeupe, 

aoaaectiag the aouth r-..nd. south-at-.et. fnces, tutd in that pal'tiell of the soulh-eaat fa 

fnee epued by the two enet~~nws adjacent to t 11e pancoupe.• 

~. •'lhe breach had beea oriere4 ia this portio• or the natp, eo u to tk 

tab ia nYene, thnugll the ope.._ (pap ]6) formel., the powder JIIGCU!l:le• lofU\ted 

ia the ugle tol'IM4 by the gorge ani tl"te north ta.ce." 

8.5'. •!Wo of the banette guns of tl1e fori had beea d1•'bW, and three 

e~e.t• guu eileaced." 

•The eMily ee"ecl both tiers of gWUJ bristlJ tlr.Nue;bout the df\7, 

bwt without in.fUl'J' to the materiel or peraoamel of our batteries.• 

a,. -em 'Ute morcinc of the llth, a little after auarise, our battari .. 

again opeaed tire with clecided effect, t 11e fort l'e'tUFiling a hen, and wll 

directed fire from ite cnsemo:te nnd lmrbette guns. 1\le bnnch wa.s rapicllJ 

elllnrsed. After the expil"ntioa of three houn, the elltin ~Ja~Jcmate next tM 
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'"• p&l\Cilt .. rmd bMn optltted, NW by wcltrG o•eloct, the ~Ill) f\d.ja..eent to it ~'till 

ia a s:bailar tomti:tit»l." 

87. "Directir'ne ftl'e thea giVClrt to trUtl t!,., guns ~pOlS t'~• third 

•VUUl"e• upon tr11iCh t~ brenc'·i~ 'batteries tr61"CI oporati~ with efftJ~t, Whea 

t.ne fert hoieted the wtd:te tl.eg. 1\u.e o-e0\ll'l'e4 at tn. o • oloek. • 

88. '"'fhe fomrtlities ut' Yioi.ting t~ for'\, TU\iiving ite surnnd.el', 

ud occupting it ri th 'JUl" troops, e:onstaed the "hul.M06 uf the E.ft~U:'f.'lOOA nnd 

eYeniftl•" 

&,. .J)Ul"illg thCJ 11th• nbt.ul't ono•tol:lth or tt1e pl"'jedUu /rom the 

three bnr.chimg bta.tt.eriec, lrOnt directnd. tl.6r<inst tho bnl'bett• gunu of tho tort. 

lleYea ot itc gum~J w&re disa&Rntvli, or otherwise rend(lreG t.:c<pormlJ tWiel'Yiceable 

P. 31· 90. The garrisoe ot thu fort nn tou.'1d to eo:nsiri of 385 men, iru:llhiing n 

full coapl-.nt of ottieeft. SeYeral of than were acwtelJ, fl.tld o:oo fato.ll)' 

WOllJlCled • 

91. Our <total loss wac ou l:<~.n killed. hue of our pieces W<>A 81.ruct~ 

92. I tttke plenRre ia recortling .., nek.nmrle~nt et the hearlJr, 

aeEJ.eua aa4 punewring CQ•Opefttion afforded me by "the ott:l.cur. and moll unclor 

.,. cetlllllm. not cutly tturiJtg t ht.l lOth ami lltlt, whc11 tll.L more or lese f'Wg\lt 

their fntigue, iu the excitement an4 dr-~.Dger ot thfl ilngt"ge~Hitt, 'but thro\lgbaut 

the oxhaustiag and uawholeaome labora or pnpamtion. oeellPJing rlny ami r.isht, 

a period or ~tenrly eight -..eta •••• 

Pap 41. 110. 'l'h• th1'8e brenc ~ bnt-Leriea, Sipl. Scott Md Fc'aUatt, 1f(i,. 

edabliebed at a meu clistann of 1, TOC JnNa from the scarp wan. of ft. PuluU.. 

lll. The eirct.~~~rltmce, al:to0ether new iJa tr .. aa...US of si.-, that a 

praoi.ieab~ bftaoh was J.:lio ~t tt:nt chetance, ill a wnll 'lt toot t:-.t, etand1118 ob­

UquelJ to the line of fire, n!ll h& tkod bJ htm"J cneemat. pierrs and arches, eal'lDOt 

be ignore4 bJ a cimple reference to the tiae heaore4 militn!7 ......, that "Poria 
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trea lan4 Wter.l•· • •••• 

Pnge ~8. 

lluMth-bored 8-i~~ ~~ '""r.d 10-inctt colur:bind~ ( !-8 t-.nd 128 pouadcrc) Gf brttery S.tttt. 

rq. Jl. 14-4 •••••• With l~~''"Y J~= !)r P~rrott guns, the rMt.'tief!.bU.l'tf' 1f bl"each­

bc the hert-•122r.truett:d hriek :~earp, :-:t 1.,300 to 2.500 ye.J'dz tr..i'V: f!~'ti:tf'-'.~t.ory 

ftl.j:,lt\ity, t\dmitE of Vt'JI"f little 4oubt. Had. 11'8 pOfJGeS1leG ON" rresent knowledge 


