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About the cover: A collection of images includes black
and white photographs from the Fort Raleigh National
Historic Site collection and postal material from the
collection of Robert Blythe.

This special history study exists in two formats. A printed
version is available for study at Fort Raleigh National
Historic Site, the Southeast Regional Office of the National
Park Service, and at a variety of other repositories. For more
widespread access, this special history study also exists in a
web- based format through the web site of the National
Park Service. Please visit www.nps.gov for more
information.
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FIGURE 1. Roanoke Island, NC, and vicinity.

Roanoke Island derives its name ffom the shell
beads the Indians called roanoke, also known by
many as wampum.3 This name also describes the
Native American inhabitants known as the Roanoke
Indians. Early settlers described the soil on
Roanoke Island as fertile but, over the years, its
quality declined markedly.# The Roanoke Indians,
who initially inhabited the island, were able to
fertilize the soil by burying alewives in it.> By the
time of the Civil War, the soil quality became so
depleted that it was able to provide only subsistence
level farming for the island’s inhabitants.

The English were late entrants into the scramble to
explore and obtain colonies throughout the world

during the sixteenth century. The Portuguese,
under the direction of Prince Henry the Navigator,
led the way in both exploration and improved
technology in areas, such as cartography, that
greatly facilitated what now is known as the “Age of
Exploration” Portuguese efforts in West Africa
eventually led to the colonization of Brazil.® King
Ferdinand of Spain and his queen, Isabella, were the
patrons of Christopher Columbus, who attempted
to discover a new route to the Indies and wound up
“discovering” what became known as the “New
World” in 1492. Although the English, along with
the Spanish, French, and Portuguese, were sending
numerous vessels to fish off the Grand Banks by

1. Alton Emmett Baum, Dare County: Economic and Social, Unpublished college paper 1939, 5-6 located in the Outer Banks

History Center, Manteo, North Carolina OBHC 33 MSS-0-44. ]
2. John Hope Franklin, The Free Negro in North Carolina, 1790-1860 (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1943), 5.

3. April Lee Hatfield, “Spanish Colonization Literature, Powhattan Geographies, and English Perceptions of
Tsenacommacah,” The Journal of Southern History, Vol. 69, No. 2 (May 2003): 252.
- 4. David Beers Quinn, Set Fair for Roanoke: Voyages and Colonies, 1584-1606 (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press,

1985), 216.

5. Alewives are a fish from the herring family that American Indians all along the East Coast used to fertilize the soil.
6. In 1494, Pope Alexander VI divided up the New World with the Treaty of Tordesillas between Portugal and Spain and
- excluding Protestant European nations such as the English and the Dutch.
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As the nation’s principal conservation agency,
the Department of the Interior has responsibility
for most of our nationally owned public lands
and natural resources. This includes fostering.
sound use of our land and water resources;
protecting our fish, wildlife, and biological
diversity; preserving the environmental and
.cultural values of our national parks and
historical places; and providing for the enjoyment
of life through outdoor recreation. The
department assesses our energy and mineral
resources and works to ensure that their
development is in the best interests of all our
people by encouraging stewardship and citizen
NATIONAL PO . -
PARK participation in their care. The department also
SERVICE . o s : ;
- has a major responsibility for American Indian
reservation communities and for people who live
in island territories under U.S. administration.
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