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ON THE WARBLERS
OF TEXAS
lry Clifford E. Shackelford
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PREFACE

warblcrs arc typically bright and cokrrful llirds yet are sntall itt size and

0ftcn g0 urmoticcd. 'l'hcrc are ,i6 spccics ol'warblers that regularly occur

in ]'exas. An additi<lnal eight species have bcctt docuntcnted in'l'exas, but

arc cousitlcrcd vagrants. 'l'hc tOtal, therefbrc, is 54 specics of warblcrs

that havc bccn cliscovercd within ollc state; that's g,rcater than ally other

statc in thc tl.S.

Bach spring ancl fall migratiou, cOuntless nurttbcrs of warblcrs pass

thruug,h'lexas on thcir way t0 ttr ticlttt the witttering or llcsting lrcas. A

total of 25 species 0f these warblers have lleen documettted as nesting in

l'cxas: that,s Ovcr 50% ol thc warblcrs that rcgularly occur in'l'exas. 'l'he

other half arc either transiellts or vagrallts.

[njoy obscrving rhese warblers and hopcfully this 0utrcach panrphlct

r,vill assisi yt-ru itr seeing nx)rc thiur lust the beautiful colgrs. 'l'his botlklet

is inteucleil to bc a urorc cletailed cttnlpatlittn t0 your stalldard field guide

to thc bircls.

G o I dc t t' c he e kcd Wur b lcr



Bluc-winged Varbler
Goldcn-wingcd Varbler
I'emcssee Warbler
Orangc-crowned Varbler
Nashville Warblcr
Virginia's Warbler
Colina Warbler
Lucy's Warbler
Northern Parula
'l'ropical Parula

Crcscent-cltcsted Varblcr
Yellow Warbler
Chcstnursidcd Warblcr

Magnolia Varblcr
Cape May Varbler
Black-throated lllue Warbler

Ycllow-ruurped Varblcr
Black-throated Gray Warblcr
'lbwnsend's Warbler
llcrmit Varbler
tllack-throated Green Warbler

Golden-chccked Warblcr

Illackburnian Varbler
Ycllow-throated Warbler
Gracc's Warblcr
Pinc Varblcr
I']rairie Warbler

THE WARBLERS OF TEXAS

Arranged in phylogenetic order like all other lists in this booklet (with the

exception of the last list on pg. 7)

Pahn Warbler
Bay-breasted Warbler
Blackpoll Warbler
Ccrulean Warbler
Illack-and-white Varbler
Amcrican Rcdstart
Prothouotary Varbler
Worn-eating Varbler
Swainson's Warblcr

Ovenbird
Northcrn Vaterthrush
Louisiana Vatcrthrush
Kentucky Warbler
Connccticut Warblcr

Mourning Varbler
MacGillivray's Warblcr

Conrmon Ycllowthroat

Gray-crowned Yclklwthroat
Iloodcd Warblcr

Wilson's Warbler

Canada V/arbler

Rcd-faccd Varbler
Paintcd Rcdstart

Slate-throated Redstart

Goldett-crowttcd Warblcr

Rufous-cappcd Varblcr
Yellow-breastcd Chat

Olive Varbler - reccnt genctic studies have rcvealed that this species bclongs in

its own fautily, so it is no longer a membcr of the warbler family; thcre are only

six acccpted records in I'exas of this accidental spccics



WHAT TEXAS HABITAT DO
THEY NEED FOR NESTING?

Orange-crowned
Warbler

Virginia's Warbler

Colima Warbler

Lucy's Warbler

Northern Parula

Tropical Parula

Yellow Warbler

Abbreviations:
ll : castern portion of 'l'exas C : ccntral
W:western S=southcrn
BIINP : llig llend Natbnal Park NWR : National Wildlife Refugc

(V) ncsts in thc high conifcrous forests of the Guadalupe

and Davis nlountaius (very rare ncstcr in thc latter
m0urltalrl ranSe).

(W) nests in wooded carlyons abovc roughly 6,500' in thc
Guadalupc ar)d Davis urountains.

(W) nests in woodcd canyons ab<-rvc roughly 5,000' in the

Chisos Mts. of Big llcnd National Park; this is thc only place

in thc entire U.S. whcre they occur; however, this spccies is

abund'.urt as a brccdcr south of BBNI' in various mountains
t-rf Mcxict-r - tlllNP is merely the northern cdgc (periphcry)
of their brccding, range.

(V) cavity-ncstiug species; ncsts in arid arcas nainly in the

norc nlaturc woodlands containing snags in the I'rans-Pecos

at vcry low clevatious (i.e., along the Rio Grandc front

Cr-rttonwood Campground in IlllNP north to southcnr

Iludspeth Co.); uses cavitics creatcd by cithcr Ladclcr-backed

Woodpeckcrs 0r normal wood rot.

([, C) ncsts in wocrded riparian arcas or bottonrland
hardwood fbrests; nest usually placcd in a hanging bundlc

of Spanish mr-rss.

(S) ncsts in maturc live oak mottcs in South l'exas mostly
on privatcly-owncd ranches, but h'as ncstcd in maturc
woodlands along thc Lowcr Rio Grande Valley (e.g., Santa

Ana NWR, Anzalduas County Park, ctc.).

(currently ncsting in l'exas?) - once nested along rivcrs that
floodcd periodically and creatcd "ncw land" - a woodland
condition usually consisting of cottonwood-willow-sycantore
trees on sandbars.



Yellow-rumped
("Audubon's")
Warbler

Black-throated
Gray Warbler

Golden-cheeked
Warbler

Yellow-throated
Warbler

Pine Warbler

Prairie Warbler

Cerulean Warbler

Black-and-white
Warbler

American
Redstart

(V) ncsts in conifcrous highlands abovc roughly

the Guadalupc and Davis ntountaius.

(W) nest reportcd only once (or ntore?) in a Gimrbcl's Oak-

Douglas lir forest in the Guadalupe Mountains.

(C ) ncsts in rnixed Ashc junipcr-oak woodlands in ravincs

aud canyons of the Balcottcs Cany<lnlattds subsection of thc

ldwards Plateau; they also brecd locally north to Palo Pittttr

Co.; one of thc urost rcstricted breeding ranges of any bird
in the U.S.; a true spccialist that collstructs a nest tuadc

from the bark of the shaggicr, oldcr;unipers (junipcrs arc

commonly callcd "cedar" irt'l'cxas; howcvcr, this is lttlt thc

correct namc for the specics).

(8, C) ncsts in wnoded riparian areas or bottorttland

hardwood fbrests; prefers sitcs with nlaturc bald cypress or

lurature lobl<llly pines (dcpending, ott thc location in'l'cxas).

(E) ncsts in lnaturc pinc forests that can havc hardwoods

mixcd in, but does prcfcr pure pittc stands.

(E) ncsts in rcgencratitrg pine ftrrcsts (plantations); a bird

of disturbed areas. l'hcsc rcgettcrating sitcs arc only uscd

fcrr a few years, then thcy bccontc unsuitable as thcy grow

too tall.

(currctttly ncsting in'l'exas?') - ollce w&s a rare and local

ncster in northeast l'exas in the tops of maturc trces liniltg
rivcrs (i.c., the Rcd River Valley of N[ l'exas).

(1, C) ncsts in hardwood fbrests or w<-rodlatlds; nest placcd

dircctly on thc ground.

([) nests in largc tracts of lnature bottontland hardwottd

forests mairtly in deep southcast'l'exas; fornerly a rttore

widespread ncstcr in Dast'l'exas, but docsn't secm to

tolcrate forest fragntentation (larger blocks cut int<l sntallcr

blocks are not prcfcrred).



Prothonotary
Warbler

Worm-eating
Warbler

Swainson's
Warbler

Louisiana
Waterthrush

Kentucky Warbler

Common
Yellowthroat

Gray-crowned
Yellowthroat

Hooded Varbler

Painted Redstart

Yellow-breasted
Chat

(E) a cavity-ncsting species that prefers swampy areas with
snags; will use man-ntade nest b<lxes, but rclies on cavitics

created by woodpeckcrs or normal wood rot.

(E) nests in eithcr bccch-magnolia forcsts or pure pinc

stands with a slope; trees are usually srnall dianteter and

well-spaccd; thesc forests arc usually void of understclry, but

a gentle slopc secnn to be important.

(E) ncsts in the thick understory of bottonland hardwo<ld

fbrests cast of I-35 or wct thickets of thc Ccntral Coast

(i.e ., Matagorda Island arca).

(1, C) nests itlong crccks usually with a curretrt; ncst placed

usually irt a vcrtical dcpression on thc creck bank.

(E) nests in thc thick understory of upland pinc-hardwotld

forcsts iu thc eastcrrt part of'ltxas.

ncsts in much of the state, but in disiunct areas out wcst;

nests in uloist-to-wct grassy arcas; t truc wetland inhabitant.

(currently ncstirtg in'l'exasi') - otlcc nestcd in brushy arcas

lucar thc Lowcr Rio Grande Vallcy; prcfcrred grassy opcn-

ings in thonr-brush fbrcst of the Rio Grandc delta.

([) ncsts in thc thick uttdcrstory of upland to lowland piltc-

hardwood frlrcsts in the castcrn part of 'lbxas.

(\() nests rarcly in caltyon bottollls ol nrixed oak and rnaplc

forests of thc Chisos Mountailts in Big tlend; sporadic

brecdcr (nclt arutual in'l'cxas).

nests in brushy thickets; a bird of disturbed areas in much

of 'l'exas,



[ast Texas Nesting Species (east of the 'lrinity River)

SOME BASIC FACTS

Regular Wintering Species (Statewide)

0range-crowncd
Ycllow-rumped
Couuncrn Yellowthroat

Cavity-nesting Species

lucy's
Prothonotary

"IIill Country" Nesting Species

Northcru Parula

Goldcn-cheeked

Ycllow-throatcd

Northern Parula

Yellow-throatcd
Pinc

Prairic
lllack-and-whitc
Amcrican Redstart

Prothonotary

0range-crowncd
Virginia's
Colinra
Lucy's

Ycllow-ruurpe d

Black-throated Gray
(only oue known rccord)

Illack-and-whitc
Louisiana Watcrthrush
Yellow-brcasted Chat

Vy'orm-cating

Swainson's

Louisiana Watcrthrush
Kcntucky
Couuron Yellowthroat
Ilooded
Yellow-breastcd Chat

Black-throatcd Grecrr

Ccrulcan (formerly ncstcd in
NII I'exas - extirpatcd?')

0vcnbird

Gracc's

Common Ycllowthroat
Paintcd Rcdstart
Ycllow-breasted Chat

Additional Breeding Species in Arkansas (very close
to the previous cat€gory for [ast Texas)

Blue-wingcd
Ycllow (fomrcrly ncsted in

various parts'l'cxas - extirpatcd
a^s a ncstcr?)

West Texas Nesting Species (west of the Pecos River)



Very Local Texas Nesters

Tropical Parula - South I'exas

Colima - Big llcnd National Park

Migrants in Texas (not nesting in Texas)

tslue-winged

Golden winged
I'enncssce

Nashvillc
Ycllow (currcntly uesting

in'l'exas?)
Chestnut-side d

Magnolia

Cape May

ttlack-throated Blue

l'owuscnd's
Ilcrmit
lllack-throatcd Green

Blackburniart
Palm

Ilay-breastcd

Illackpoll
Cerulean (currcntly ncsting

in'l'exasi'})

0venbird
Northern Vaterthrush
Mourning
MacGillivray's
Vilson's
Canada

Vagrants that have been found
"accepted records" as of eady

Crcscent-chcstcd (l) -
presunrptive in I'cxas

Slatc-throatcd Rcdstart (6)

Olive (6) - sce pg. 2 fbr
ta-\01)ouuc status

Connecticut (8)

in Texas (number in parentheses denotes

20041

Golden-crowncd (16)

Rufous capped (20)

Red-faccd (2tt)

Gray-crowtted Yellowthroat (40)

tsachnran's - rto docuntented
records in Texas



WHAT DO THEY SOUND LIKE?

Selected warbler song mnemonics, phonetics or helpful hints

Blue-winged
Warbler

Golden-winged
Warblcr

'l'eruressee Warbler

Nashville Warbler

Northcrn Parula

Ycllow Warbler

Chestnut-sidcd
Warbler

Black-throated
Green Warbler

"bec buzz"

"bec buzz'buzz" or "bcc bnzz-bu't'Atnz;"

"tika tika tika-swee stvec slee-chay chay chay"; rcntinisccut

ol'thc chattering of a chinutcy swift, but fiom a fixed spot

in the canopy

"sce-bit see-bit see'bit, see-scc-see-scc"

"zceeee-up"; sounds like sonreotrc rutltriug 'l fingcr rtail up a

hair conrb ("up" iutplies mccttciittg)

"swcct swect srvect, I'nt so swcct"

"plcasc plcasc pleascd lo tttcet'cha"

"trees trecs nturnturing trccs" or "7.ayzly z'ay 7'oo tee"

d 
lJhr/;*

Licruleun Warbler



Golden-cheeked
Warbler

Yellow-throated
Warbler

Pine Warbler

Prairie Warbler

Black-and-white
Warbler

American Redstart

Prothonotary
Warbler

Swainson's
Warbler

Ovenbird

Louisiana
Waterthrush

Kentucky
Warbler

Conrmon
Yellowthroat

Hooded
Warbler

Yellow-breasted
Chat

mostly sings "zee,l'tzy, d,tyzee", but other song-types

m wcll

descending clear whistles; the pattcrn sounds like the bird
is snxrothly walking down a flight of stairs, but stunbles
and falls at thc cnd

a klng, lnonotonous rattlc

repeats nlany "zees" in an asccnding fashion

"wheezy whcczy whcezy"; sounds likc a high-pitchcd,
squeaky wagon whccl that needs greiue or WD40

"t:tee tzee t:ree L:rceo"; cxtremely variablc songster; apply
caution whcn listening for this onc

"zwect zwcet zwect"

"decta dceta whip-poor-will" or "ooh, ooh, stcppcd in pooh"
(lattcr fronr llob llchrstock and thc late David Markley)

"teacher teachcr teachcr tcacher"

likc Swairxr-ln's, but with a slurred, cajun ("[ouisiana")

cnding

"chur-ry chur-ry chur-ry"; caution - sounds vcry sintilar to

thc Carolina Vren, but tltc Kcntucky hits only two syllables

per word instcad of threc like in thc wren's "tca kettle, tca

kettle, tca kettlc" song

"witchcty, witchety, witchcty"

"whccta wheeta whect'c<-t"; "dweat, dwcat, dwcat-e-o"; thc
pattcrn sounds Iike sontconc sueezing "hu, hu, chew"

highly variablc and divcrsc rcpertoire; usually a loud cluck,

squcak or whistle followed by a series of diffcrcnt notes



WHERE DO THEY FEED?

Strata levels where eastern migrants and breeders tend to forage
Canopy (upper strata level)

Midstory (middle strata level; usually at or above eye level)

'l'enncssec

Nashville
Northcrn Parula

Yellow

Capc May

Yellow-rumpcd

BIuc'wiugcd
Goldcn-winge d

Chcstnursidcd
Magnolia

Black-throatcd lllue
Prairie
Palnr

Understory (low

Kcntucky
Mourning
Common Yellowthroat

Ground level

Swaittsott's

[ouisiana Watcrthrush
(on watcr's cdge)

Bark-gleaner (all heights)

Illack-and-white

strata level; usually below eye level)

Illack-throated Green

Blackburnian
Yellow-throatcd
Illackpoll
Ccrulcan
American Rcdstart

Bay-breasted

Prothonotary
Worm-eating (forages usually by

probing dcad lcavcs)

Wilson's
Cauada

lloocled
Yellow-breastcd Chat

Ovenbird
Northcrn Waterthrush

(on watcr's cdge)



WHEN DO MIGRANTS
FIRST ARRIVE IN SPRING?

These are peaks for the "windows of passage" for most of the eastern
warblers in Texas.

NOl'l: Thcse arc general rules; howevcr, in the biological world thcre arc always
exccptions to the rulcs. Migration and thc tinting of nigrants are not black <.rr

whitc - thcre are los of variations. A tricklc of individuals of a givcn spccics calr
occur at any tirne, but listed below are thc pcaks of pa^ssagc.

Iarly-season Arrivals/M igrants

Northcrn Parula

Nashvillc
Illack-throated Grccrr

Goldcn-checkccl

Mid-season Arrivals/Migrants

Bluc-winged
Golden-wingcd
l'cruressec

Ycllow
Cltcstnut-side d

Ancrican Rcdstart

Prothonotary*

Late-season Arrivals/M igrants

Magnolia

Blackbunrian
Bay-breastcd

tslackpoll

Ycllow-throatcd
Black-and-white

Louisiana Waterthrush
Iloodcd

Vorm'cating*
Swainson's*

Ovcnbird
Northcrn Vaterthrush
Kcntucky
Ycllow-breastcd Chat

Cerulcan

Mourning
Wilson's
Canada

-typically on thc "early side" within this category



I

I

SELECTED BREEDING
SPECIES OF WARBLERS

l'he fbllowing pictures show their preferred nricrohabitat within typical fbrest-typcs

of eastern I'exeus. Nr-rtc: I'hese are general rulcs; exceptions do occur. Ilird icons

show typical bcation of sclccted spccics (i.e ., canopy-dwelling, thicket-dwclling).

a. I)rairie. Chat. Ycll<-rwthroat 1 a. Swainson's, Ilooiled, Wornt-cating r

RcSenerating clearcuts, fallow fields and
dense thickets.

I nloist/wet sites

Dcnsc pine plantation; too thick to walk
through.

r usually requircs a sloped landscape,
nOt level groulld



a. Pine

b. ltooded, Kentucky, Chat

Mature piue fbrests with thick, shrubby
understory.

Mature pine f<rrcsts with n0 woody
urtderstory but ir grlssy otte (lttltitttltittcd
bv frcouertt fires which are essential in
l.r-rngleaf Pine forcsts).

a. Pine



a. Parula, Ycllow-throated
b. Ilooded, Kentucky
c. lllack-and-white

Mature nrixctl pine-hartlwood forest with
dense understory.

a. Yelk-rw-throatcd, l'arula
b. I'rr-rthonotary

Mature cypress forest closcly associated
with water.

a. I)trula, Redstart
b. Proth<lnotary
c. lllack-and-whitr:

Maturc hardwood forest (with tlr without a

slow-nrovi ng creek/slttugh/rivcr).

a. Yelkrw-thrr-ratcd r, Parula
b. Louisiana Watcrthrush
c. lllack-and'whitc

Riparian arcas with clear, swiffttttlving,
crecks (usually in deep sandy sitcs).

I usually if cyprcss or nlature loblolly pines

arc Dresent
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This is certainly not an inclusive list
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25:159-168.
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Prcss.

I'horntorr, V. ancl B, 'l'hornton. I9()9. Chashg Warblers. Austin: Ul' Press.

Scarch for Spccics Accounts by thc Birds of North Aurerica Projcct at

http:7/birds.corncll.edu/birdsofira/

SOUNDS AND VIDEOS

Borror, DJ. and WV.ll. Gunn. 1985. Songs oJ'the Warblers of North
America. lthaca, NY: Cornell Lab. of Ornith., Library of Natural
S<-runds.

llardy, J.W., B.l). Cofl'cy, Jr. and (i.ti. Rcynard. 1994. Voices oJ'lYeolropicul
Wood Warblers'. ARA Rccords *2 l.

Male, M. andJ. Iicth. 1996. Valching tuarblers. (vidco) Illue Earth Filnrs.

For urorc iufornration on birds artd birdirtg,
try 'l'cxas Parks and Wildlilc Dcpartnlcnt's naturc wcb site at:

http://w w w. tpwd.state.tx.us/nature/bircling/



NOTES

Couer illrlstratiott oJ'Mugtutliu warbler b.y Jerenq' IJochm. tlluslruliutts of
Golden-cheeked warbler and Cenrlean wurbler also by Jcretny lloehnt.
't'hanks ltt Mark Locku,ootl, Natural Resource Prograrn al Tbxus Parks
antl Wildlifc Departnten!, lnr assistance on much of tltis booklct.
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