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_ THE NORTHERN SHRIKE
by Junior Naturalist F. R. Oberhansley

The Northern Shrike (Lanius borealis borealis)
iIs a bird of dual personality. One i1s likely
to be deceived by a chance meeting with him.
At one time he may appear to be almost
angelic as he pours forth his inimitable
songs from the to most branches of a Iarge
tree. More common however, he mai

observed i1n the role of a ruthless killer.

On January 19, near )
Eagle Creek, on the ¢

Northfork of the [
Sgoshong RiVﬁszl \ &%ﬁ
observed a shrike N 0 —7
caBture and carry away ==

a bird nearly his equal ey
in Size. AFtor & few ,Jéﬁf-‘ak
maneuvers in mid air, Pt \
the two birds collided =" v
and the victim was knocked into the snow,
apparently dazed. The shrike instantly
pounced qun the helpless bird and made off
through the trees holding 1t fast in his
talons. Events transpired so %uickly that
identity of both birds was difficult.
Subsequent observations with Mr. Kearns
pﬁoyﬁ beyond a doubt the identity of the
shrike.

Again on February 13, the same sort of drama
was observed near the Haynes Picture Shop at
Mammoth. The maneuvers of the two birds were
very similar to the ones noted above. The
victim of the attack seemed bewildered and
was soon struck a paralyzing blow, landing in
the snow not more than ten feet from where 1
stood. The shrike i1nstantly pounced upon the
helpless bird In spite of my wildest yells
and gesticulations, and succeeded In carrying
it about 15 feet when 1 threw my ski pole so
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close to him that he relinquished his hold.
As | approached within 4 feet of the dying
bird the shrike struck it again with such
dazzling speed that 1 stood amazed. This time
I was too close for the shrike to get under
way with his heavy load. As 1 examined the
wounded bird the shrike hovered in the
branches of a nearby tree, giving me an
excellent opportunity to observe him.
Subsequent specific i1dentification was made
by Mr. Kearns. The victim of this attack was
a Townsend Solitaire (Myadestes townsendi).

On later field trips near Mammoth, Mr. Kearns
and 1 both saw the Northern Shrike many
times. On February 27, one was observed
carr¥ing what appeared to be a mouse or a
small bird in his talons. Again on March 9 we
were attracted by a beautiful bird song
coming from the top of a tall tree on Capitol
Mill. The songster was a Northern Shrike.
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