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THE NORTHERN SHRIKE
by Junior Naturalist F. R. Oberhansley

The Northern Shrike (Lanius borealis borealis)
is a bird of dual personality. One is likely
to be deceived by a chance meeting with him.
At one time he may appear to be almost
angelic as he pours forth his inimitable
songs from the topmost branches of a large
tree. More commonly, however, he may be
observed in the role of a ruthless killer.

On January 19, near
Eagle Creek, on the
Northfork of the
Shoshone River, I
observed a shrike
capture and carry away
a bird nearly his equal
in size. After a few
maneuvers in mid air,
the two birds collided
and the victim was knocked into the snow,
apparently dazed. The shrike instantly
pounced upon the helpless bird and made off
through the trees holding it fast in his
talons. Events transpired so quickly that
identity of both birds was difficult.
Subsequent observations with Mr. Kearns
proved beyond a doubt the identity of the
shrike.

Again on February 13, the same sort of drama
was observed near the Haynes Picture Shop at
Mammoth. The maneuvers of the two birds were
very similar to the ones noted above. The
victim of the attack seemed bewildered and
was soon struck a paralyzing blow, landing in
the snow not more than ten feet from where I
stood. The shrike instantly pounced upon the
helpless bird in spite of my wildest yells
and gesticulations, and succeeded in carrying
it about 15 feet when I threw my ski pole so
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close to him that he relinquished his hold.
As I approached within 4 feet of the dying
bird the shrike struck it again with such
dazzling speed that I stood amazed. This time
I was too close for the shrike to get under
way with his heavy load. As I examined the
wounded bird the shrike hovered in the
branches of a nearby tree, giving me an
excellent opportunity to observe him.
Subsequent specific identification was made
by Mr. Kearns. The victim of this attack was
a Townsend Solitaire (Myadestes townsendi).

On later field trips near Mammoth, Mr. Kearns
and I both saw the Northern Shrike many
times. On February 27, one was observed
carrying what appeared to be a mouse or a
small bird in his talons. Again on March 9 we
were attracted by a beautiful bird song
coming from the top of a tall tree on Capitol
Mill. The songster was a Northern Shrike.

----------

THE CHAIN LAKE GEYSER
by Ranger Naturalist E. B. Douglass

Across the road from the Riverside Geyser
area in the Upper Geyser Basin are a number
of hot pools known as the Chain Lakes. The
descriptive sign which was in a state of
disrepair during the 1936 season said that
among the hot pools in the group were several
geysers, at least one of which erupted to a
height of several feet.

At the opening of the 1936 season most of the
area between the Chain Lakes and the road was
badly washed, and all superficial debris had
been carried away. On the pre-season trip
taken by the new rangers and ranger
naturalists, Park Naturalist Bauer mentioned
that there was increased activity in the
area.

Twice during the early part of the summer the
author witnessed eruptions of the new geyser.
One occurred shortly after the crowd had
dispersed following an eruption of Riverside.
The other happened just as the auto caravan
was passing the point. On this occasion the
water flooded over the two foot bank at the
edge of the road in a sheet several inches
deep. The gutter was unable to carry all the
water, and it rushed out almost to the middle
of the road.

In the weeks that followed, tourists
frequently brought to the Old Faithful Museum
reports of seeing a geyser across the road
from Riverside, which apparently had no name.
These reports seemed to come about every
other day and were usually brought by someone
who had been waiting for an eruption of
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