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NORTHERN VIOLET-GREEN SWALLOWS
by Ranger Naturalist Jennings King

At 11:30 a.m. on July 17 last summer a nest
of five Northern Violet-Green Swallows
(Tschycineta thalassina lepida) was found in
an abandoned woodpecker hole in a small clump
of lodgepole pine trees (Firms contorta) in
the meadows adjoining the southeast portion
of Madison Junction campgrounds. The little
ones were bein% fed at quite regular
intervals by their parents. After coming
within fifteen or twenty feet of the nest,
the adults did not attempt to bring in more
food but kept making their flight 1n large
circles around the tree.

The little ones dropped out of sight as 1
came within five feet of the nest. While 1
quietly stood there the little heads popped
up until at one time four heads protruded
from the opening. The parents would not
venture close.
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After twenty minutes of observation and
picture taking, one brave baby took flight.
One of the parents immediately came to the
rescue and as the young one weakened he was
given several 'boosts'™ from behind, resulting
In a strengthened and higher fTlight. After
circling two or three times the bird made a
perfect landing near the top of a neighboring
tree.

A second young one took flight in about five
minutes but he did not have any encouragement
from the parents so flew directly to a tree
about thirty feet away. His landing showed
lack of practice but he did not fall.

In the following ten minute interval no other
birds indicated their intentions to fly so I
departed. Two hours later | returned to the
nest and found that all the birds had flown
away, leaving the site for other feathered
friends.
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