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ROCKY MOUNTAIN BIGHORN SHEEP
by Ranger Naturalist Theodore Robb

Mount Washburn is the summer home of many
Rocky Mountain Bighorn Sheep (Ovis
canadensis). They can be seen feeding and
climbing up and down the steep, rocky ledges
just below the summit of Mount Washburn.

One day while pointing out the sheep to a
group of visitors, a very interesting scene
was enacted by two mother sheep teaching
their lambs to climb the steep rocks.

The mother sheep
were leading the |1
way around the f poaniy il
Jjagged, almost
perpendicular
rocks of the
mountain side and
the lambs were
attempting to
follow. At one
place the lambs,
evidently becoming
frightened,
bleated in a
pitiful manner but the fond mothers paying no
attention to their youngsters, walked to a
wider ledge of rock farther on and stopped.
The lambs, seeing their mothers on a place of
safety cried and cried. The mothers uttered
encouraging advice on how to cross the
dangerous ledge and the poor little lambs
after hesitating and standing and crying,
finally gave up their childish antics and
centered their attention on the dangerous
trip to mother and safety.

The trip of a few feet was probably a great
lesson and a thrilling trip for the two
lambs, and both mothers and children plainly
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showed their enjoyment when the lesson was
over.

Members of the group greatl¥ enfoyed the rare
privilege of watching this little episode iIn
the lives of Nature®s children.
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