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A DEAEH TRAP
y
F. R. Oberhansley, Junior Naturalist

One mile below the highway between Mammoth
and Tower Falls on Geode Creek are a series
of interestin? bogs. Situated in the bed of
an old glacial lake that has been filled with
silt and encroaching vegetation is a typical
quaking bo%- As one walks across this smooth
grassy surface, he 1s impressed with the fact
that underneath the thin veneer of grassy sod
there i1s an unknown depth of jolly-like muck.
The raft of turf quivers and ripples for a
distance of several yards at every stop.

Near the western end of this %rassy meadow
are several breaks in the turf where springs
of clear water issue from below and fellow an
irregular channel to the outlet of the old
lake. Nearby are the carcasses of four elk
cows and one cow moose (Alces americanus
shirasi). Evidence at hand proved that the
elk had stepﬁed into this i1nnocent looking
stream-bed where they became hopelessly
ensnared In the ooze and were later dragged
from the mire and devoured by grizzlies.

Tossing an old bone into one of the springs,
I was 1mpressed as it slowly settled through
the eighteen inches of crystal clear water to
the bottom, that its downward speed was not
checked as i1t settled from sight in this
false bottom. A twelve foot stick was not
sufficiently long to plumb the depths at this
point.

It is interesting to speculate how many
skeletons may be resting on the bottom of
these death traps which must exact their
annual toll from our wilderness friends who
would drink there. At times the entire
surface of a spring will be covered with a
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thick scum of hair.

In view of the ﬁresent, our interpretation of
conditions of the past, as revealed by
certain fossil animals, becomes more
fascinating and revealing.
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