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Gateway National Recreation Area is 
a special place which speaks to a new 

. generation of park-goers. Located 
in the heart of the nation's largest metropoli­
tan area, it touches the lives of some twenty 
million people. FOl' these urban dwellers, the 
park offers fun, adventure and a chance to 
teach future generations the fragile balance 
between man and his environment . 

• 1916 - 1991 • 



Superintendent's Message 
Th is year marks the 75 th 

. ~~~~~:':"3n iversary of lne Natiollal 

... Park Servi ce. one of 
the greal success stories of our nation . 
Wh e n th e age ncy was born in 19 16. 
NW;Q/ra{ Gl'Qgr(lpilic wrote thaI "as play­
grounds fo r recreation lm d instrucl ion . 
our national park s are without rival s on 
any cont inenc." Today. thi s Slalclllcnt is 
no less true with our park system embrac­
ing some of the fi nest scenic. recreational 
and histOriC areas in America . 

And Just as the lands under the Agen­
cy's slc .... 'ardsh ip have grown. so also has 
the Park Service itself which has ve n­
tured into bold new program s inc luding 
" bringing the park s to where the people 
arc" with urban projects such as Gateway 
N.ll ional Recreation Area. 

Congress established G:lIeway in 1972 
a!> a way of offe ring recreation. wilder­
ne!>s and cultural experiences to millions 
of people in the nation 's largest IllCtropol­
itan arca who otherwise might never ha\'c 
the opportun ity to visi t a national park . 
Almos t twe nt y years latc r . that s t i ll 
rcmains our goal. 

Gateway is a yea r-round park whose 
opportuniti.::s a rc as varied as the inter­
ests of it s visi tors. Ove rni ght camping 
trips for organized youth g roups. ~JlCcial 
c\'e nt ~. excc llent beaches for swimming 
and fi shing. ballfields. outdoor concerts. 
winter time nature walk s and envi ron­
mental education program s are among 
lhe park 's many popular activities . 

For its constituency. Gateway sen'cs as 
a condu it through which Nat ional Park 
Service ideas and ideal s arc transmittcd . 
Bec au l> e Ga teway docs not cxis t in a 
vacuum howe\·cr. we are always cxplor­
ing ncwer and beller ways 10 ex pand the 
recreational opportuni t ic ~ fo r the morc 
than 20 million residents of the New York 
me tropolitan area . AI the same timc . we 
arc careful to protect the fragile resourccs 
under our care . 

With su pport from the comm unit ies 
which surround Gateway. fro m electcd 
officia ls and from the private sec to r 
which helps fund many of our programs. 
Gat eway National Rec reation Area will 
continue 10 bring the park s to where the 
people are. for here is where we be long. 





Urban Park 
the late 1960's. Gateway 

National Recreallon Area was 
merely l'I dream held by 
a few cilllcn groups. the 

alional Park Service and a number 
of elected officials. mO~1 notably the 
late Congres~man William Hlu Ryan of 
Manhattan During his dis"ngui~hed 
career. Ryan had devoted h;m~elflo 
working for the people of New York, but 
his legislation to establish a n:ulOnal park 
in America's largest metropoli~ was hiS 
greatcst ~uccess. 

--



The creatIOn of Gateway opened a new 
fr(lntier for thc Park Scrvice . Ca rved 
from Jaml that was once the property of 
the State of New Jersey. New York City. 
the Army and the Navy. Gatcway offered 
inner-c ity millions recrclltlOnal, cultural 
and educational programs all WllhlO an 
hour of their doorstcp. At tnc same lime, 
Gateway preloCntcd the Park ServIce With 
its greatt~1 challenge: treullng harmony 
belllo'ccn mun and naturc In an area of 
intenSive usc. 

G:lleway is a patchwork p3rk 

I 

(j"'ew~y·. 26J})o lere' 
,ndude Ma~IK,. dune 
~'U'. "e,l.nll". fnt,,'" 
and Ihe hlllllCO H.y 
",fdf,'. Rdu, •. bel.,.... 
I plinK cumptc or 
.rdl,mc:d bnd 

who~c 26.1X)() acres arc divided into fOllr 
units scuttercd around New York Har­
bor: Breezy POint on Ihe Rockaway 
Penin~ulll : Jumulca 8ay: the sOlllhe35l­
ern shore of Stalen Island: and Sandy 
Hook. New Jersey. Thgether they offer 
bc3CheS for ~wlmmlllg and fishlllg: miles 
of bike plIlhs und nature trails: dolCn~ of 
ball fields; olle of the flllest bird sanctuar· 
ies along the Eastern SCliboard: and natu­
ral area~ to enJOY lind more Importantly. 
from "hieh 10 kIll 0 



Historic Resources 

• 
...,.-,: Nestled amid the 

._ ••• __ -~ beaChes and .. Un marshes of Gateway 
• are historic resources 

nch In the lore of the region which form 
an Integral part of the park A 1764 light­
house , one of the country's firs t lifesav­
Ing 51:lIion5. a charming Victorian Army 
post and deserled airbascs all tell of a 
lime when the l:ands of Gate .... "y served as 
.mategic points for guarding the nation's 
bU~le~, harbor 

As 115 name implies. Gatcw..y N:uional 
Rccrcallon Area lakes liS character from 
two II.rm~ of land, Sandy 1I 00k and 
SrceLY PUlnt. which form a natural gale­
way 10 the port of New York. For almo~1 
300 years, European ~clllcr ~. then later 
irnl1ligranl~. paloM!U through [hb channel 
on their way 10 ~cllic the New World. Alo 
the port'l> ~Iulun:: i ncrcll locd. loU III~o did 
the country'~ defense of it~ c~tullry ,!!;1V 1n,!!; 
rise to a numbel of fortiflclltion~ ilion,!!; 
the harbor including 19th ccntury gun 
batteries. lind Nike mis~ile ~i t c~. All but 
abandoned todllY. thcse rclic~ offer houn. 
of e.1lploration for curiou~ Yi~iton.. 

Gate .... 'OIy also count~ IIl110ng ib historic 
treasurcs Floyd BCn/II:!! Field. New 
Yorl's rir~t municipal aupor! Ncycr a 
succu~ commcrcjally-II~ localion wa~ 
deemed too far from the clty-I he fIeld 
was nonclhelcss a frequcnt 5lte of aYla· 
tlOn hl~lory. It locned h a talc-off pOint 
for the daring fller~ of the 20'~ lind 30'~ 
including Wiley Post. Ho ...... ard Hugncs. 
Charle~ Lindlx-rgh. A IIU~lill Earhart. Col. 
Ro~coe Turner. and "Wrongway" Cord 
gan LMcr used by the NaYY:l~ a training 
ha~e. the field still holds many or 
Ihe Original ~tructures which today host 
spccial eyenl s. overnight ca mping for 
children. namre programs and athletiC 
events. Prc'<Cnt plaM call for major dcvcl­
opment of thiS arca which would IIIrget 
prugram~ lind actlYltles for YISltOrs. while 
at the slime IImc pre!.Crvlng the character 
of the field . 

Cuhulll Trt"~ru 
~lo)d Ountl1 hdd. 
111"-011 Ind land.n, 
1'<""' h ... ,,~'''' 
"".,I",I,n,I"""II. 
~Anll) II ... )L II~hlhou.t, 
lht oldnl "t.>!~,n .. ~n" 
,n 11K uuoa. llHl 1'1 
11l".",,~. f,)fmC! m,h­
lar) 1'0".' ulrlnct In 

>;t" "o.L lIa.bo. 





Recreational Activities 
Among national 
parks. Gate .... ay is 
unique Although 
the park has one 
ptrctnl of tht 

an'tage of \eitowstune. its )early ... isita 
lion is more Ihan tiM of Yellowstone and 
Yosemite combined. 1Il.l!..ing it some of 
the 1Il0~t intense!) u~ed land in the 
National Par!.. System 

Ga tev.ay·s playgrounds teem with 
aeti\ities. ~ .... imming. fi~hing. running. 
hone back riding. hi!..ing. boating. 
archery. bi!..ing. tcnni~. ba~eball. foot 
b:lli. soccer and sai l ing And for more 
IIcrious-minded athlete~. there'~ a biath­
lon . the Staten I$land half-maralhon. 
fi.~hlng eon t e~ t ~. ho",e ~hows. league hall 
and an alt-women hfegu;ml compctlUon . 

Gateway's far-flung fiches also melude 
land for pl anll ng ellllllllunll Y gardens. 
stagIng summer concerts and holdIng 
~pce lal event.~ IlkI' the annual CIlY Gar· 
deners' llar vest !-alr and carlh Oay 
eclebnmons. 

In 1990. S.K million people ... ,slIed 
Gateway. Ih meet the demand~ of such 
heavy usc. the parI.. cmploy~ ~omc 800 
people IIldudm~ dcdlcated ran,lo!cr~ and 
support staff. hard ... orl..lng rnaimcnanee 
personnel. .In oUlst.mding foret of U _S 
Park Police and one of the fine\1 life­
guard ~eT\' iee~ In the nallon Gateway 
al~o pT1de~ lI~clf on 1t~ vo]unteerll who 
lead school groups. help .... tth wlldltfe pro- L.~_~ ___ "'; 

gr.IIllS 
With the unwa"cTing ~upport of the 

3IY:a'\ Congre~~ional delegation. Gateway 
ha~ begun plannmg and con~lruclton on 
a ~eTles of major capltul tmpro\emcnts. 
Projects already underway Include reha­
bl lllatlOn of Canar~le I'ler III Bruukl) n 
where vtSlton cnJO) outlluor eoncert~ 
and fine d1l1111~. uPlZrad1l1}; Ihe bcll~h \:(.'n­
tl:r al Sand) lIouk in Ne .... kr~cy, and 
l'efUlbl~tHn~ Jdeob Rli~ Pall.., Olle of Nc ... 
Yor!..·~ muM I>opulllr beaches 

Spmll-Iu\eu fond 
plenly of cvcnl~ ~I 
Glle"..,y ,ndud,n. an 
III·womc:n-,hfelulrd 
(onlUI, lbo¥c. ~Id 
cl<h ynr II JKolI Mil' 
t>.,l GI.e"..,. bonIS 

1C,,,",e fOfc,cr~ 

Inlere" (rom ~"'mm' 
Ind f"h,nl.'O annUli 
((\11 .. 1, hke ,lie ellY 
Glt<kncn' 11 .. ,·u' 
hll_ Id, ud ~ca'cr 



Outdoor Classrooms For thousands 
of children in the New York-New Jer­
sey metropolitan area. Gateway 
offers organized learning programs 
throughout the sc hool yea r from 
ranger-guided trai l walks to labora­
tory activities with seashore ani­
mals . For informatio n on what's 
available in a particular area contact 
individual unit s of Gatewa y. 
Teachers note: because of popularity 
of prog rams, reservation s mu st be 
made in advance. 

Anglers ' DeUght Gateway's waters 
offer excellent fi shing for both the 
amateur and serious-minded sports­
man . Surf casting off Sandy Hook 
and Breezy Point yields striped bass, 
bluefi sh and fluke while the waters 
of Jamaica Bay offe r s ummer 
flounder. black fi sh and during cold 
weather, winter flounder. 

Historic Treasures Nestled amid the 
dunes of Gateway's sandy shores are 
historic trea sures to be explored . 
Two forts. gun batteries, one of the 
firs t life-saving station s in the 
nation. the country's oldest working 
lighthouse and hi storic airbases a ll 
tell of a time when the lands of Gate­
way served as strate gic points in 
defense of New York Harbor. For the 

; miJi~i':r.,y buff. the forts offer a his­
tory or"'hpoJl~y from 19th century' . 
cannons to rt\e LVi.cl's Nike miss i.hr. ': 

;:'-. .... Must see spol$;~ ult: Hshtl)uu~r:· llh"d~ · 
' ,';. . Ft. Ham:<ick at Silndy" lt06kibd Ft. 

. Tj ldl,!,iw.SfeC1.Y Po1nl . \;' ... . 
, -r.. "' ..... , .. . , 4' .-~'!,!,;-, 

-!'.- '" ~'--k ~. '?:.,': -

Plethora of Plants Gateway's rich soils 
and diverse habitats enable it to sus­
tain a variety of plant and tree life . 
Spring wildflowers such as purple 
thistles. white ox-eyed daisies and 
yellow black-eyed Susans blanket 
the park . In beach areas. grasses and 
seas ide goldenrod stabili ze dune 
moveme nt while upland areas are 
good examples of coastal woodlands 
with fa st.g row ing white poplar. 
cherry and willow (Tees along with 
many different evergreens . At Ft. 
Tilden . Russian olive trees and Jap­
anese black pine adorn the grounds. 
planted years eartier by the Army to 
camouflage gun position s. Among 
the park 's prized possessions: a pris­
tine holly forest al Sandy Hook. one 
of the largest stands of the prickly­
leafed lree on the East Coast . 

Sw imming Cool. etean waters and 
mi les of sa ndy beaches within an 
hour of city living draw milhons of 
bathers to Gate ...... y's Jacob Riis Park 
in Queens and to Sandy Hook in 
New Je rsey eac h summe r. Open 
from Memorial Day through Labor 
Day, the ~aches offer lifeguard pro­
tection during summer months. 

.:; .. 

~.', 



Breezy Point District ­
Jacob Riis Park 

Canarsie Pier 

Floyd Bennell Field 

Jamaica Bay 
Wildlife Refuge 

Sandy Hook Unit 

Staten Island Unit 
Miller Field 

Greal Kills 

Sub .... ay: IRT 2 (5 also rush 
hours) to Flatbush Ave. -
Q35 bus to park: or INO A 
or CC to Rockaway Park -
Q22 bus to parle 

Man transit : BMT LL 10 
Rockaway Parkway - free 
transfer to B42 bus to 
entrance orCananie Pier. 

Subway: IRT 2 (also 5 rush 
hours) to Flatbush Ave . -
lake Q3S to park . Ask driver 
10 tet you off al Floyd Ben­
nett Field. 

Sub"ay : INO A or CC to 
Broad Channel SUllon . 
Wall west to Cron Bay 
Blvd . . then north about 
lhree quarters of a mile to 
Refuge ViSitor Center on 
left. 

Train : New Jersey Coasl 
Line to Red Bank · Boro bus 
4 10 Highlunds. Phone (800) 
712-2222 (NJ only) or (201) 
762 -5100 for schedule 
information . 

8u$: Connect with Q35 
Green Line bus at Flatbush 
Avc. corner Nostrand. Kings 
Highway. or Ave . U (Kings 
Plaza). Bus proceeds onto 
bridge . Ask driver for Stop: 
or 021 or 053 to Beach 
116th SI. tllen Q22 or Q35 to 
park. 

Bus : ConneCI with Q35 
Green LIIIC$ bus at Flatbush 
Ave. cOl"ncr Nostrand. Kings 
Hlgh,,·ay. or A,·e . U (Kings 
PIau). 

Bus: Green Lines Q21 from 
Liberty Ave (Queens) or 
!16th St. (Roc kaway) 10 

Refuge: or Q2l fron New 
Lots Ave . (Brooklyn) or Far 
Rockaway (Queen s) 10 
Refuge 

Bus: Academy Lines from 
New York Cily to ~I ighl"nds . 

Phone ( 201) 291 - 1300 or 
(2 12) 564 -8484 for schedule 
information . 

Bus: S-76 from ferry lermi ­
nal 10 New Dorp Lane and 
MllIerFlcld 

Bus: S-78 01" S· 79 (rom rerry 
lermlnallo GR:81 Kill s Park 
entrance X-I) exprus bus 
from Manhattan to entrance . 

Auto; Belt Parkway 10 Exit 
11-5. continue directly sOlllh 
across Manne Parkway-Gil 
Ilodges Bridge to park: or 
Woodhaven Blvd to C ross 
Bay Blvd. west on Beach 
Channel Drive to park. 

Auto : I~elt Parkway to 
Rocka .... ay I'arkway. Exit 13. 

Auto : Belt Parkway. Exit 
II -S. Flalbush A'·e. SOIIlh 10 
lraffic light JUSI before the 
Marine Park""lI)'-Gil Hodges 
Bridge. Turn left Into Floyd 
Bennett held al light 

Auto Belt Parkway to 
Cross Bay Blvd .. Exit I1S 
(Roclwayl_ Crou North 
Channel Bridge Refuge is 
about I mile pasl1he bridge 
on the Tight 

Auto: Garden State Park­
""oIy 10 ElIl1 117 (or US 9 and 
NJ 3S south) to NJ 36 to 
parl. 

Auto : Verrauno Bridge 
from Brooklyn on Goethals 
Bridge from Ne .. Jersey. 
lake Sialen Island E~press­

.. ay 10 Hylan Blvd exit. 
soulh on Ilylan Blvd 10 

New Dorp Lane. eaSI on 
Ne ... · Dorp Lane 10 end of 
SIR:el and enlranee 10 Miller 
Ficld 

AU10 ; Veruuno BT from 
Bllyn , Goethal s BT from 
NJ ta~e SI E~p .. y 10 Hylan 
Bhd . WlIIIi to Park 





Classrooms for Discovery 
For thousa nds of s t ree t­
bound city schoolchi ldren _ 

..:::~~~~~5 Gateway serves as an 
outdoor c l3ssroom to explore the world 
arouod them. Here they taste olive berries 
for tnc first time. hear crickets chirp and 
wonder wha t magic brings birds back 
each ye3r 10 nest. 

Gateway oHers a wide range of 
learning programs R! a special environ· 
mental Study center es tablished in 
cooperalion with the New Yo rk City 
Hoard of Education ParticipanlS of all 
ages learn about .seashore an imals. marine 
life. birds and habitats. as well 
n such ecological topics as 
recycling. For thou sands 
of children each year. 
ranger an d self­
g uid ed natur e 

walks, oY~rn ighl camping trips lind spe­
cia1 workshops nil demonstrate the dell­
Cllte balance between lIIun lind Ililiurc 
and the need to preserve the earth 's 
resources for the fulure. 

The park also has a Job Corps Civi lian 
Conservation Center. Addressi ng the 
necd to recruit minoritie5 hom urban 
area~ into the Parl Service. the programs 
Include a park ranger training coune 
along with leac hing more traditional 
clerical and const ruct ion ski ll s. all of 
which prepare students for their life work 

Tllltlu ,houllM plrl . 
,angers help lllou ~.~d. 
"r t'ly YOUII,"C.\ d .. 
"" ....... ,he ...... nd~f~ u( 

naluI". c:oo::h yu. Spc 
cial program!. .nclude 
lflll'fl ... lh. ,raft clluel 

IIId O\'CfIIl,hl camp''', 
1l1l~1). Gatt ... ay lito 
offen; Job Corpll"I"­
,,,,In,ln iIl5,'1) to 
,nnc,·.,lIy you lh ~ 





Natural Treasures 

\f 
Gateway Nall!lnal Recre­

ation Area's natural trea­
su res arc Imporlan! to the 

J region . II ocean beaches. 
wellands, dunes. uplands 

and forest arc among the: last remaining 
undeveloped land In the: most highly 
commercial and Industrial region in 
America . Together these rc~ourccs play 
host to not onl y millions of visitors each 
year, but also 10 II wide varicly of wildlife: . 
Mindful of its responsibility lu preserve 
the n::sourcc:s under its care for future 
generations. the Park Service has under­
taken a number of CQflkrvlllion dforts to 
ensure their survival. 

For bird- lovers. Oateway offcr~ hours 
of enjoyment wi th Breezy Puint home to 
the must divcnc group of beach-nesting 
birds on Long Island including tbe threat­
ened Piping Plover. "nd the jamaica Bay 
Wildlife Refuge. an important stopover 
on the Atlantic flyway. Almost 600.000 
adults and c hildren visit the refuge's 
9.155 acres each year to view the thou · 
sands of water. land and shorebird~ th:u 
StOp dunng migrat ion Careful manage­
ment of thi s wildlife area has in­
creased the numMr of ~PCCII:S with 326 
recorded over the yean. 

Be~ides liS population of bulb . Gale­
way is home to slllalllllamlllais. reptiles. 
amphibian!. and bullernies in<:luding the 
migrating monarch which aliahts each 
year at Staten Island 's Great Kills Parle as 
.... ell as <Niter areas in Ihe parle . 

Plant life is also abundant at Gateway 
from beach grass and seaside goldenrod 
which adorn the dunes. to fast growi ng 
trees such as while poplar. cherry, Willow 
and a variety of everg reen s in upland 
areas. At Sandy llook vi~i t ol1i will find an 
ecological wonder---one of the lasl undis­
turbed holly forests In Amenea. 

GatewaY'a Future 
Moving into the lu t decade of the 

lwenlleth century. Gateway finds lIself In 
an c ra of Immense promise and chal­
lenge. Anllelpated refurbi shment and 
development of major areas Will soon 
e"pand the recreallonal. c ultural and 
educational opportunities for the md ­
lions of people the park licrves. At thc 
slime time , great care must bc taken to 
preserve the natural treasures which arc 
at Gatc....-ay·s core. 

h has bee n said that all parks, wher­
ever lhey uc, have II common denomina· 
tor-the ability to renew something deep 
within every person who visits. For Gllle­
way's conSiituents. ii's Ihe chance 10 re­
di~r the joys of nature's diverse play­
grounds in the shadow of II ci ty skyli ne , 

Tb~ I'''~·I d"em: h.bl­
,I ,S 110>1 I ""'~'Y of 
",Idl,f~ Ineludln,a who 
, .. } ,ern. I' ",hi COlI 

"'''.',Oft prul! .. m~ 
"h"h prOlc~, M~lla, 
.rth ha~ helpod 
l,",fU~ lhe Plf~ 'I bud 
IPC~ltlIO mO'~ Ihu 
300 OIhcr",ldlife II 
Glle"lIY: Imall n'llm­
milt. Imphlbi.ns, rep· 
""","d colorfull n~c'J 
II\( ,he ~e(rO\'l11 mOlh 





Park Highlights 
Trail Adventures For thousands of 
city residents. Gateway offers an 
extensive network of trails. Bikers 
and joggers will delight in the miles 
of paved roadways and pat hs lit 
Sandy Hook, Breezy Point . Floyd 
Bennett and Miller Fields . and Great 
Kills Park. Elsewhere . sel f-guided 
.... -a lks off the beaten path lure nature 
lovers to the Jamaica Bay Wildlife 
Refu ge. Sandy Hook and Breezy 
Pomt. Also at Jamaica Bay. trails for 
horseback riding. 

Play Ball! Within the parle's houndar­
its are fields for baseball , soccer and 
football . Enthusiasts will find excel­
lent teague ball al Miller Fie ld and 
an annual r ugby tourna m ent al 
Breezy Point. Throughout the pu rk 
lhere are also areas (or easual pickup 
games. At Floyd Bennell Field, a 
concession offers public tenn is 
courts and a golf driving range. For 
information and reservation of play­
ing times contact individual units. 

Special Evenls Each year. Gateway 
hosts a nunlber of special events : 
concerts. festivals. fairs and other 
people-oriented ac tivities. Annu al 
favorites include the City Gardeners' 
Harvest Fair at Floyd Bennett Field . 
su mmer concerts at Cana rsie Pier 
and a model airplane show at Great 
Kills Park in Staten Island. 

........... 

Birders' Paradise Located near 
Kennedy Airport. Gateway's 
Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge is one 
of the most important urban wildlife 
refuges in the nOTiheastern Uni ted 
Stales. Encompassing 9,155 acres, it 
comprises diverse habita ts: sn it · 

J>~~k--;jf~ marsh, upland field and woods. 
several fresh and brackish ponds and 
an open expanse of bay and islands­
aUloc3ted within the limits of New 
York City, Situated on the Atlantic 
flyway. the refuge is nationally and 
internationally renowned as a prime 
birding spot where thou sands o f 
water. land and shore birds SlOp dur-
ing migrat ion. More Ihan 326 spe· 
cies have been recorded here during 
the lasttwenty-fivc years, 

Ranger Programs Park Service 
Rangers offer a varie ty of interesting 
programs throughout the year : 
guided walks. environmental educa· 
tion. tours of historic sites , seasonal 
events , A calendar of these programs 
is available at all unit headquarters. 
Activities include astronomy classes 
at Great Kills Park , moonlight walks 
II! SlIndy I-took and bird willching III 
the Refuge. Call individual uni ts for 
more information. 
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.... ~ .... , .. , '.' .. 
. . ~~~ . 

",I. 
" ...... _"" . 






