
rmen 
.9fmerica's .9fjrican-.9fmeriwn !Air Cforce Lfnits of'World 'lflar II 

SPECIAL RESOURCE STUDY 
fn 1997. Or. Benjamin F. Payton, 
President of Tuskegee University, 
and United States Representative 
Sob Alley, 3rd District, AJabama. 
requested that the Natiooal Paf'l(; 
Service (NPS) preprue a Special 
Resource Study of how best to 
interpret and celebrate the rote ot 
the Tuskegee AJrmen in World War 
II and their Initial ttalning at Moton 
Fioki. The Alabama Department of 
Economic and Community Affairs 
(AOECA) p<o-<lded a $75,000 gran! 
tot printing, travel, and the bulk of 
salary cost for NPS project person· 
net The NPS Southeast Regional 
Office. Tuskegco Institute National 
Histatlc Slto. Tuskegee University. 
and the State ot Alabama fumlshed 
additional staff support for the 
prepamtion of the report. 

The purpose of the study Is to evaluate the potentlal of 
adding Moton Flekf In Tuskegee, Alabama. to the National 
Park System to commemorate the rote of the Tuskegee 
Airmen during Wor1d War 11. In accordance with the NPS 
planning process, the study is a fact-finding effort based 
on road!ly available lnk>rmatioo, and is used to determine 
if the area resources have national significance and the 

suitability/ 
feasilili!y o1 
including the 
area in the 
National 
Park System. 
The planning 
process 
begins with 

~r. .... ...... 
"Urld Wu II 

a reconnaissance survey 
in which the study team 
oollec1s basic information 
and assesses the resource's 
significance. If the area 
appears to have potential as 
a unit ot the National Park 
System, a detai led study of 
management altematives 
is then conducted. This 
brochure provides a brief 
summary of the material 
covered in the study and 

The Tuskegee Ainnen 

presents 
alternatives to 
commemorate 
the Tuskegee 
Airmen and 
Moton Fteld . 

1he valuable contributions of the Tuskegee Airmen 
have only recently been acknowledged through personal 
memoirs, documentaries, television dramas, and scholarty 
studies. The presence of these African-American fighter 
pilots in ltle Army Air Corps (Army Air Forces) and their 
exemplary combal activities remained largety unknown 
during, and even after Wor1d War II. Nicknamed the 
"Lonely Eagles," the Tuskegee Airmen overcame the 
"separate but equal" conditions sanctioned by the United 
States Army to become one of the most highly respee1ed 
and honoted fighter groups. According to official military 
records, the Tuskegee Airmen of the 99th F.ghter 
Squadron and the 332nd Fighter Group completed 1,578 
missions, destroyed over 260 enemy aircratt, sank one 
enemy destrover, and demolished numerous enemy 
installations. For their efforts, these airmen received 
95 Distinguished Flying Crosses, as well as Legions of 
Merit, Silver Stars, Purple Hearts, the Croix De Guem~. 
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and tho Rod Star of Yugoslavia. Moreover, according to National Archives, the Library of Congress, Tuskegee 
numerous accounts, the men<>' the 332nd Fighter Group University Archives, and the Air Force Historical Research 
novo-r lost a bomber to enemy fighters wtllk: escorting the Agency at Maxwell AFB, Alabama. To further their under· 
15th PJr Force on bombing missions. This eamed the standing of the Tuskegee Airmen, the NPS study team 
llJskegoe Alrmoo the [iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii._ _______ ""!l!".,... also conducted a workshop 
respect of American with several airmen at the 
bomber crews. wtlo called Mighty Eighth Air Force 
them tho "Rod·.tall Angels" Heritage Museum in 
after their distinctiVe rod Savannah, Geolgia. and 
tail martdngs, as well as sent many of the airmen 
the Gorman Luftwatf.c, a questionnaire for their 
wno ro-fo-rred to the men input and insight into this 
as the "Schwartze project. From the informa· 
Vogelmenschen; or "Black tion Qathered, the National 
Airmen: The acoo~lish· Park Service conducted 
ments of these airmen also that the "Tuskegee Airmen 
represent a peak In the Experience" extends beyond 
struggle by Alrican Ameri- the oombat exploits of the 
cans to participate In the pitots wtlo served in the 
U.S. armed totces: their 99th Fighter Squadron and 
combat successes proved the 332nd Fighter Group 
to military leaders that, if and should Include the 
given the ()C)pottunlty, African Americans could become 477th Bombardment Group, which rought lor equal rights 
of10C1N'e m1lltary kladcrs and combat veterans. wfthin the Army Air Fotccs system, and the thousands of 

The story<>' tOO Tuskegee Airmen and their exemplary men and women who served in civilian and military support 
record is virtually unknown to ~ Americans. Fe:N groups. This story also deals with the history and develop· 
schOlarly works deal with the history of the airmen and ment of Tuskegee Institute, ncm known as Tuskegee 
their primary rtlght training at Moton Field. Consequently, University. and Its oftotts to establish a ftlg.ht training pto--
NPS historians consulted various ptlmary and secondary gram for African Americans. The history of these men and 
sources such as military reoords, newspapers. photo· women and their fight to j(WI the Army Air Corps (Atmy 
graphs. documentaries. books, and film tootage. These Air Forces) and to prove their worth to their country, as 
histOtians also gathered lntormatlon trom the MOOtland· won as their Slluggle lor &qual rights in both the military 
Spingarn RQS(Iarch Center at Howard University, the and society must be preserved tor the American public. 

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE TUSKEGEE AIRMEN 

African Americans in the Military 
African-American men and women have continually 
played a significant rol'e in the United States military and 
Its oolonial predecessors. They not only fought to enter the 
atmed torco-s. but when finally aocepted by the govern· 
moot, they had to wor1t under segregated and unequal 
conditions and prove their abilities. This intemal battle 
continued through the tate seventeenth, eighteenth, and 
nineteenth centuries, up Into the first hatf <>' the twentieth 
century. 8oth free and ens&avo-d Africans and Alrican 
Americans lought in colonial wars, and continued to 
support European nations and the United States in the 
Revolutionary War and the War of 1812. For example, by 
tJ'I6 end of Revolutionary War, approximately 5.000 African 
Americans had sEirved in the Continental Army and Navy, 
while thousands rought for the British cause. Atthough the 
eJCtent <>' African-American participation in the War of 

' 

1812 is unc:lear, scholars estimate that approximately 15 
to 20% of the men In the navy were blad<.. Moreover, two 
All'ican·American units merged to form the Free Negro 
Battalion which, with the aid ol another 500 black soldiers, 
helped AndreN Jackson defeat the British at the Battle of 
NewO<Ieans (1815). 

Many of these African Ame-ricans fought in these oonftlcts 
for two reasons: to de-feat the enemy and to eam freedom, 
equality. and respect for their race. They achieved some 
social gains for their sacrifices, for many of them were 
rewarded vnth immediate or gradual freedom. 
Nonetheless. onty a few African Americans benefited from 
this privilege compared with the mittlons that remained 
enslaved. By the start of the Civil War in 186 ' · more than 
four million African Americans were hekl in bondage while 
less than a half million had obtained their freectom. 
The CiviJ War. however, offered many enslaved African 
Americans an opportunity to fight kw freedom. Many 
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staves escaped from their mas-tal'S. sought refuge wfthln 
Unte~n lines. and offered thelt servloos to the cause. Black 
troops. hOwevet. were initially placed m non-combatant 
rOles such as cookS. waiters. 01 Otder11es. ot perfotmod 
menial taskS sucn as building tOttlllcatloos and toads. or 
digging canals and trencnes. By 1863. the NoM teaJizod 
the n&ed lot aekltbOnal manpowet and began to enhst 
All'iean Americans in ll'le military In gt oatot numbots, 
For example. the famed MassaChusetts 54th Regiment.· 
depiCted rooently in the widely viewed movie "Glory; was 
an Altican-Atnerican combat unit Otganized b)' the Union 
army. Nonetheless. black sotdiet s continued to oncountot 
blatant racasm. CliSC~ination. and segregabOn, and v--et e 
assigned menial tasks. although some cvcntualty joined 
cavaiJy. infantry. and tight and heavy attilklt y units as the 
war progressed. Meanwf'lile. black vOlunteers such as 
Haniet Tubman ollered their so-tvioos as SpieS. nurses. 
and scouts lol the Union cause. In al t. abOUt 10 .000 
African Americar\S set ved in the United States Navy 
(composing 8% ot the entire naval torces). while anothe-r 
186.000 fought in the army. By the end ot the Civil Wat. 
Afr\can Americans co~tised 1 0'% of the Union totces. 
while constituting 2% olthe poputabOO In the North. 

Like their ptedecOOSOts. those African-American men and 
WOI'I'\$n usually had two mowes bol"llndthoir participation 
an these wars: to defeat Amot lca's military anomy and to 
defeat America's racism In otde-r to win freedom and 
eQuality lot African Americans. At tho end of the war. 
Congress permanently abOliShed stavety and granted 
mote than four mllllon African Americans liberty. cltizen­
Sillp, and the tight to vote. For many African Americans. 
these rights were merety an Il lusion. and many of them 
sbll encounteted ra¢lal discrimination within the military 
and in society as a whole. Only a few African Americans 
In the armed foroes obtained offioer or specialized 

• Tho bnt\IWY of Jflo Mamehu$Ctl$ 54th Rt>gim<tt'!t i$ ~r<KI 
in the fir$( pWiiC mcntnnCt~t if'l A~.iC.'I to hOnOr AfTiCM 
Americans which standS tt.CtO$$ from tN A.Qmehv$elts SUite 
Ctlpitol on Boston COmm()n. 

J 

training, and many black soldiers did not receive the 
necessary equipment to adequately prepare them lor 
combat. When the Spanish-American War began in 1898, 
only one Alrican-American West Point graduate. Charles 
Young, had a position as an active line officer in the mill· 
tary. Racial discrimination meant that only a lew African 
Americans served as offK:ers in the Spanish American 
War. Most military leaders left that African Americans 
lacked the intelligence. bravery. ~adership. and combat 
skills to join the regular rumy. especially as olfioors.. 
Nonetheiess, between 8,000 and 10,000 black sokhem 
served in the Spanish American War, many of them aiding 
Theodofe Roosevelt's "Rough Riders" at las Guasimas 
and San Juan Hil . 

Although Woodrow Wilson promised to "make the world 
safe 6or democmcy,H African-American so&diers tared only 
slightly better in World War I. Whereas, two million Alrican 
Americans responded to the Selective Service Act ol 
1917, the military accepted only 400,000 black recruits. 
Many olthese men were assigned to non-combatant roles 
and menial tasks. while the Marine Corps and Army Air 
Corps $imply banned African Americans ahogether by 
claiming that they lacked the qualifications for combat 
duty. In addition, racial discrimination restricted the lew 
African-American officers to commanding all~black units, 
tot the mil itary did not want black officers leading white 
troops. The army even reorganized and aHached several 
units of African-American soldiers and officers to the 
French Army, which not only treated these soldiers lairty, 
but also awarded a regiment known as the "Harlem Hell 
Ftghters" the distinguished Croix De Guerre. 

While these African Americans fought for democracy and 
the rights of oppressed peoples abroad, they received few 
freedoms or ci\lilliber1ies in the United States. The armed 
totoes used the nr:YH discredited 1925 War College Study 
re9(11rding the use of black troops as an excuse to deny 
African Americans positions of leadership and skill in the 
military, and continued to reduce the number ol existing 
black units. The Army Air C.O..ps and the Marine C.O..ps 
remained closed to African Americans while the Coast 
Guard admitted only a few men to low-level positions. The 
struggle of African Americans to join the Air Corps and 
become combat pilots during World War II played out 
against this background of official discrimination. 
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African Americans 
in Aviation 
~~~hough 1ho hooOonc 119M ol 
01.--Wol>urWrighl on 
1903lpltJfiled a natJon-wtde 
lntetell In SVIItiQn. racial cis· 
CnmiNitiOn hindered Afncan 
Americans from fully parlJQpat· 
ing In thlt new field. Like the 
military, many Americans 
thought that Alrican Americans 
lacked the mental capabihties.. 
al)ltludl, and reflexes to fly and 
excluded lhtM men and 
women from flight instruction. 
Tho few AJticon Americans w11o 
...,_ 10 tty on lhe eat1y ,_,_ 

- '*'""Y-- oell·laUglll 
Of hYI .. d lbfoed 10 rec:eNe 
lotrnol nlnlng Me< Charles 
lindbe<gll's lamouo lligtlo of 
1927, Alncan Americans 
became Interested in aviation in increasing numbers Md 
began 10 form aW~tion otubs and schools so Olhets could 
learn to fly. However, the United States governmont cttd 
noc sponsor llight training tor African Amerlco.ns un"" 1939 
wYih the pataeQ& of the CiWian Pilol Training Ace. which 
811.nhoritttd cef1ain schools to provide Civilian P1101 Training 
Programs (or CPT progr&ITI$) to eteate a surplus ~ pilots 
in caM of a nabOnal ~The CMI Aeronaut.ct 
Anoc:larion (or CAA) n ' e Cled silt blade oelegel. Howard 
Un~w~uy. 0o1eworo soa .. Ccloge. Hampoon ........... 
Nor~> CI~Wle A & T, W.O. Vwgria SWo Colooo. end 
T.-goo """'""' (Tuokegee ~- ., pe~ooelpooo 
In INs _..., The _,., g<Mtmmenr paid lot ground 
and lllgtlltchoollnstructiOfl tot the CPT candida! .. , wh.._ 
the tchools prOY'Kied ms.1ruaors, physical t )lamlinetk)ns 
for the prospective &tvctents, and transponatlon to ltle 
CA.A·8PPf'<wed flymg fietds for flight instruction. By the 

• 

end or May 1940, rhe lirso class or CPT 
sruoents at Tuskogee Institute (Tuskegee 
llnMoroay) hod COf!1lleted !heir inslruc> 
oon 8nd ol bul ono posse<~ lhe nlgho 
....... - 8 .. _...._. prWnaly 119\1 
..w,g program, Tuokegee 1.-ne 
(T.-goo U'-S4y) decided 10 expand 
111 CPT p<ogram 10 teadl -1')' 
diSMt, and 1hU$ became the center or 
Atrican·Amencan aviation in the South. 

Although Afric-an Americans had macto 
some l'ldvonces In clvil'3n aviation 
through the CPT program, the Atmy Air 
Corpt 11111 G)lduded them. However, ah:cw 
much presaure frQnl the black press ancJ 
cMI nghlo groupo S<ICh as 1he NMCP. 

me "'"""~'~' 11na1y - 10 .... -
..,-pursuil squadron based In 

lUI~_,.,_ Tuokegee '"""""" 
(T......_~-·­
florn me "'""'~'~' 10 PfO'II(Ie pr1maty floglll 
traln.ng, while the atmy bl.ilt a separate 
olr bose. Tusqgeo A.mry ''" Field, lot 

actvanced training. Technical training tor the support per· 
sonne4 was oompkttOd tu Chanute Fiek:t in Illinois. ThG Air 
Corps assigned three officers to oversee the train•ng at 
Tuskegee tnstiMe (Tuakogee University), provided the 
aircraft, and tumish&d the cadets with telCtboclks, flying 
clothes, parachutes. and mechanics suits, wtll.., Tuskegee 
lnsritute (Tuskegee lJnl\lel"'lty), the civilian oontrador, pm. 
v1c1e<1 lui-1ot me -~ .,., personnel, inclJdlng 
quane<s oncl a mess lot lht c.doll, hangars end mainle­
naooe shops. and - to< Nt Corps pe<SOr....._ 119M 
insllutiOrs. groom--and-­
Tuokegee lnsliMt (Tul~-~ 1hen­
financing horn me ~hut R000<1Wllld F.m and WI! Mo10n 
Field to house the fliC1'!techool operattons. The lnststute 
selected African·American contra<:tors to design and build 
the facility, white akflle<l wortters and snJdenls from 
Tuskegee helped complete the field, which was dodlcatod 
in 1943 in honor of Aobert Molon, the second president ol 
Tuskegee Institute (Tuskepee University). 

The Thskegee Ainnen 
On .Arl)' 19, 1941, ,_ '"'"""" ca<1e1s onclone­
-.. COillain Ber1jlnln 0 Davis. Jr. reponed 10 
Tuokegee lnsliMe (T.-goo ~ 10 ~ ftighl 
ttaining as !he IWol data ol Afncao-American pllol­
dales in 1he U S. rniWII')' By Noloerrbe<. oott six 0( "'"" 

cade1s had demonlttllted the necessary skilts. passed tne 
training cows&, and were trMaterred to Tuskegee Arrrrt 
Air Field to complete their piklt training with the Arrr'rf Air 
Corps (Army Air Forces). On Marc:h 7, 1942. the firsl c&ass 
of African-American avlallon cadets graduated from 
Tuskegee Army Alr Field and became the na.tion1s first 
black military pilots, The slgl'llficance of this eYent should 
not be underestimcUed-.after years of struggle, Alrican 
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_,.,, 
Amencant-Mally"""""'"" and-.. 
pilots ond ol1lc0<0 In the Unolecl Slates Almy Tho 
...,.,...,ull,.inlng of lhese plols at Toosk8gae. oouplod 
With the Vnl1ed States' entry .nto WOI1d War II. led the 
military to expand Its Afrlca,...Am&rican aviation program. 
Consoquontly, lhe Army Air Fotces establiShed anothor 
Africen·Amortcan unit, the 332nd F'.ghter Group. end 
beg\\n plans lor a sogregatOd 11"\Gdium bOI'OOor group 
known as the 4nth 8ombatdment Group. 

Despite the advances in Alriean·Amencan Military 
aviatiOn. •t lllll rtml!lined to be seen whether chese plbs 
....., be"""' In combolbesicle- polols.,., - .. 
10 dolond 1M ooo.wllty In Woo1d- II. AlhOugll 1M 89Ch 
Fog~>~« 5<;uodlon had CX>rJ1IIeled b IJanng by 5j)ring 
UM2. II wu ncM unii April19431ha1 the army tenl N 
uno110 Nonh Atrlca lor combol duly. Fo< _.1 -
the squadron patrolled North Africa and the Medll•rranpn 
wlthOut tcOrlng a ~~ngkt victory. F~nally. on July 2, 19113, 
the unitlhOt down i'ls first enemy aircraft. The ll\dt of 
combat victories, however, ted several military teoders 
to qvestlon tho sqoodron's abdities. Whon Lloutonont 
Colonel 6onjomln 0. DaviS, Jr., retu1oed to thO Unlutd 

suuesln 
AugUOl 1943 
IOINU~ 

COIM'Indof 
llle332nd 
Fogllltf 
G<oup.. 
5«1110 
~ 
Comm•Uee 
called upon 
h•m to 
antwor 
questiOns 

,\M Gwp.~t.M~t• ,.,..,.. ... c.,.;.~;" o. o..s..J4 concerning 
Cll f "Hot.-., droDo I'J41 the 99th 

• 

aquadtOtl'l perlormc~noe. Based upon 
lhe commnee 'I fir'dngs. ltle Asrrrt 
Alt F~ prooeeded With planS 10 
•&lt:INh an Atncan-American mec:k.-n 
bc::lr1'bef group and senl the 332nd 
Figl>le< GIOUP 10 the -enaneon 10 
lestlllew--

Although the rac.al atlltl.ide:S and dis~ 
cnmlna1ory b&havlof ot some Arrrry Alf 
Forces offiCIBJs and mihtary leadOts lod 
them 10 question the pertofmance ol tho 
Tuskegee Airmen, the unit SC()(Od a 
serle.s ol vlclo~s in 1944 and changod 
pubtlc opinion conoefning their aggres· 
siveneu Ailed Forces landed at Anzlo 

on Jooooty 21. 1944 "'-ot lut· 
llleMg ''"" ca,_ on 1he manland 
olllaly Tho - squadiOn """"""'lOCI 

on 110s- and by F-..y 10. 1944, the...., had 
17 OOIIlliWiiled ~. 4 ptObebtil v.cto085, and 6 damaged 
enemy aircraft As newt ot the success of the Tuskegee 
Airmen reached m11tary leaders, many IOfmerty opposed 
10 the gtoup began to fiVOf lhem and prarse lheii ac:t'liev.· 
ments, as well 
as Include them 
In more vital 
missions. Mcwe 
lmponanlly, lho 
Tuskegee Air"""' 
eatnedlhe­
of-­.,_,....,began 
10 depend ._, .... ....... ..­
by the group .,., 
called them tne 
"Ae<l·tal Angets.• 

Unlike the 99th 
Fighter Squadron 
and the 332nd 
Fighter Group, the 
477th Bombardmenl Group remained in the United Stat81 
lhroughoullhe war wt.le 1M bornbof group dkl not llavO 
l'le combat SUOOISS OJ ~ .umabonaf rec:ogRCaon 
Iiiia ,.. iglol.,. ...._ 11>0y ollgOd an .,_..,. proeest lor 

equal riglols a1 r.- Foold lnciono. ......-. ollhe 
4771h, huSlrated""" ............... .,.. """" """*'V 
001 w:fitions.. dec::ided to dtMgregate the at-white otfiOMI' 
club at Freema.n Ftetd, which was a particular affront 
since offic:aal army reoulatlons prohtbited the segregatiOn 
of recreatiOnal lac:illtlea. Although 36 offiCers were placed 
under arrest for dlsoboylng orders to leave the club, the 
army merely reprimanded lhe men and dropped the 
charges against lh&m This earty non-violen1 protest within 
the Army Air Forces system was a Significant preoedent 
toe the later o'vil righ1s movement 
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Significance of the Thskegee Airmen 
and Moton Field 
Alter researching such a bload and significant story, the 
NPS study team realized the importanoe of the Tuskegee 
Airmen and Moton Field. the site of primary flight training 
tor these African·Amerlcan pilots. The meaning of this air 
lleld extendS to include the 4nth Bombardment Group and 
their sti'Uggle lew equal rights within the Army Air Forces. as 
well as the impottant participation of Tuskegee Institute 
(TuSkegee University) and suppottive Americans in the 
S1ruggle tor full African·American participation in the military. 

Significant points concerning the history ol the Tuskegee 
Airmen are: 

1. The struggle of African Americans for greater roles in 
North American milrtary ooofliccs spans the seventeenth, 
eighteenth, nineteenth, and twentieth centuries. 
Oppottunitles for Afrlcan·American participation in the 
U.S. ll\llltary were always very limited and controversial. 
Quotas, oxctuslon, and racial discrimination were based 
on the prevailing anltude In the United States., particularly 
on the patt of tho U.S. military. that African Americans did 
not possess the lntene~uaJ capacrty, aptitucte, and skills to 
be successful fighters. Polrtical pressure exerte<:l by the 
black press anct 
civil rlghts 
oroups r&Sultect 
In the formation 
of the 'fuskeQQe 
Airmen. making 
them an excel· 
lent GXafl'lPIG of 
the struogle by 
Ahican ~ 

Americans to 
serve in the 
United Slat&S 
military. 

2 . tn the earty 

5~ ttt'lil r.,r Afri..'>on~\noo:rir.too rwolo:l' ,01111~· 'i(luty 
.. '1!, ~~ ~lunh;'J~<cc)III! __ :.,.,J:uMl'l C. 
llol•:wd. •• lbdr flllll'lt. 6or ??lb FlSfl~t:r Squ ..... ~~~ 
12 ~ lijhln ""''"' 0. l•e ~)f. eire~! I?U 

t 940S. key klacters within the United States Army Air 
Corps (Atmy Air Forces). as wen as the majority of white 
Americans. did not belteve that Afrtcan Americans had the 
intelleC1uaJ capaCity to become soocesslul military pilots. 
After succumbing to tne pressure exerted by civil rights 
groups and black loaders. the army decided to train a 
small number~ Afrlcan·Amerlcan pilot cactets under spe· 
clal conditions. A.tthough prejuclice and dlscrimlnatton 
against African Americans was a national phenomenon, 
not just a southern trait, it was more intense in the South 
where it had hardened into rigidly·enforced panems of 
segregation to protect white privilege. Such was U-.e envi­
ronment that the military chose to locate the training ot 
tho Tuskegee Airmen. 

3. The military selected Tuskegee lnstitule (Tuskegee 
University) as a clvitlan contractOl for a variety oC reasons. 

6 

~~~~~·· a-. flo• jilll.u)' l7, I lki, 116 -r lflf dliy'tl ~ib Ill a tl.S. r..,. ioo lk 
,.,....;.,.~ -.a...r. Alrit:M .. .,.rlc. .,,_~~en C>l lbb ,...,..,_ ...,,.,....,, .,r lflv 

Nw6 \frio-and Sirili• coomJUi"""" nN' ........_.,.,, d - 1..,.111 • ufll•"'*t 1n lbo:o 
-111-l.S.. 

These included the school's GXJSbng facibttes.. engineering 
and technical instructors. and a climate with icteal flying 
ooncfffions year round. Tuskegee Institute's (Tuskegee 
University's} strong interest in providing aeronautical train­
ing 6or Alrican·American youthS was also an important 
factor. Tuskegee's students and taculty had Cleslgned and 
constructed Moton Field as a site lor itS mihtary plklt train~ 
ing program and named it tOf the school's second presi· 
dent, Robert Russa Moton. Students from tne schoofs 
civifian pilot training program hact some of ttle best test 
SCOles when oorf'C)arecl to other students from programs 
aoross the southeast. 

4 . tn 1941 the Army Air Corps (Army Air Forces) awarded 
a contraei to Tuskegee Institute (Tuskegee Universi1y) to 
operate a primary Right school at Moton Fiokl. Conse-­
quently. Tuskegee Institute (Tuskegee UnivetSity) was 
one ot a very few American instrtutions - and tho onty 
African·American institution - to own. develop, and coo· 
trol facilities for military flight instruction. 

5. Moton Field, also known as the Primary Frying Field 01 
Airpon Number 2, was the only P'il'nary flight tr'alning 
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facility for African-American pil01 canctidates in the U.S. Army 
Air Corps (Army Air Foroes) during World War 11. Thus, the 
facility symbolizes the entranoe of African-American pilots 
into !he Army Air Corps (Army Air Foroes) and the singular 
role of Tuskegee Institute (Tus.kegee Uni ... etsity) In provld~ 
ing eoonomic and ectvcaOOnaJ resources to make that 
entry PQISSible, 81htlough on 81 segregated basis. 

6. The Tuskegee Airmen were the first African-American 
soldiers to sucoessfully complete their trtU:ning and enter 
the Army Air Corps (Army Air Forces). Almosl 1 ,000 a'w'la· 
tors W$r& prOduced as America's first African-American 
military pacta. In addition, more than 10,000 military and 
civilian African-American men and women served as flight 
•nstructors. officers, bombardiers, navigatOts. radio ted'lni· 
cians, mechanics, air lrallic controUers, parachute riggers, 
electrical and comrrMJnications specialists, medic:aJ ptoies· 
sionals, laboratory assistants, cooks. musicians. supply, 
fire·ftghtlng and transportation per'SOnnol. 

7. Although military leacters, blinded by raciSl conoepts of 
white superiority and African-American lnferiotlty. were 
hesi'lant to use the Tuskegoo Airmen in combat, the airmen 
eventually saw considerable action in NOC'th Africa and 
Europe. Aooeptanoe from Army Air Foroes units came 
sklwly, but their courageous and. In many cases, heroic 
petformance eamed them increased oombat opportunities 
and respect 

8. The succosses of the Tuskegoo Airmen pro ... ed to the 
Amel)c.an public that African Americans, when given 
the opportunity. couJd become effective military leaders 
and pilots. This helped pave the way for dese!)l'egation 
of the mlhtary, beginning with President Harry S Tfuman's 
Executtvo Ol'der 9981 in 1948. It alSO M JI)Gd set the stage 
lor civil rights advocates to continue the sttuggle to end 
facial discrimination during the ci'llil rights movement of 
the t950s and 1960s. Consequently, the story<>' the 
TIJSke!)fle Airmen constitutes a powerful and seminal 

7 

metaphof fof the strugg)e fOt btack ffeedom 
in America. 

9 The Tuskegee Airmen aJso reflect the 
strvggle of African Americans to achie'w'e 
equal rights, not only through leg.al attacks 
on the system of segregation, but also 
through the techniques of nonviolent direct 
action aimed at dismantling white privilege 
In the military. The members of the 477th 
Bombal'dment Gr'Oup. whO staged a non· 
'w'iolent demonstmtion to desegregate the 
officers• club at Freeman Field, tnciana, 
helped set the pattern for direct action 
protests populariZed by cMI fights acdvlsts 
in later decades. 

TI1e Resource: Moton Field 
Named in honor of Robert Russa Moton. 

the second prosiOOnt of Tuskegee Institute. Moton F"teld 
was built between 1940 and 1942 by Tuskegee Institute 
with financing from the Jutius Rosem\'akl Fund. Because 
the facility was an army contract flight school, Maxwell 
Flekl ln Montgomery, Alabama. pr1Mdecltechnicat a.ssis· 
tanoe in seleoting and mapping the Site. Edwal'd C. Miller, 
an architect, and G. L Washington, an engineer who 
served as OirectOt of Mechanical Industries at Tusll:egee 
Institute. designed many olthe structures at the air field. 
The schOol also selected Archie A AJexander, an engi· 
neer and contractor, to build the air field, and Alexander 
began oonstruction on the flight school facilities in June 
1941. InClement weathef caused several buildl"9 delays, 
and student &aborers and skilled workers from Tuskegee 
Institute helped finish the field so flight !mining could 
begin on time. When Tuskegee Institute f!nalty oo~teted 
the tacslity. it included two hangam tor aircmft, a control 
tower. a lod<er building, a club house, se'Jeral wood build~ 
ings for offices and supplies. a few brick structures tor 
storage, and an area for vehicles and their maintenanoe. 

A recent fire, however. destroyed a hangar at Moton FIOki 
(Hangar No.2) and damaged the adjacent control tower. 
Twne and neglect have also caused several buildings to 
fall into ruin, while othets have been demolished. Only 
nine of the fifteen knOwn structu.res at Moton Field during 
Work! War II remain. Many of these structures have 
deteriorated and need immediate repair, wh.ile one of 
them has been altered ffOm its original appearance and 
use. Nonetheless.. many of the hlstOtlc landscape features 
at the Held, such as the reservoir, gasol:ine pits and luel 
stOfage facilities, the paved aircraft area between the 
hangars. the •axiway to t.he air field, vehicle areas, and 
curbs and road beds, afe still visible and contribute to 
the character ot the historic site. Unless some form ot 
resource protection is established, the historic struC'ures 
and landscape features at Moton Fteld are in danger of 
further decay and will be lost to Mure generations. 
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NATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE, SUITABILI'IY AND FEASIBILI1Y 

An area must mee1 au criteria for national significance, 
suitability and feasibility as a pterequisite for inclusion in 
the National Partt System. The tollowing cliscussion sum· 
marizes the findings for the various criteria. 

National Significance 
T o qualify for consideration as a potential addffion to the 
National Park System an area muS1 meet each of four 
criteria for national significance. An area must be an 
outstanding example oC a type of resource, possess 
exceptional values for interpretation, ptcwide superlative 
opportunities lor public use and enjoyment, and retain 
integrity as a true, accurate and relativety unspoi~d 
example of a type ot resource. Moton Field anclthe history 
oJ the Tuskegee Airmen meet each of these etiteria. 

Suitability 
A n understanding of suitability must be based on how well 
the history rePfesented at Moton Field compares with that 
covered by existing areas of the National Park System. 
To be considered suitable tor inclusion in the system, an 
area must represent a cultural theme or type of resovroe 
that is not already adequately represented in the system 
or is not comparably represented and protecled for public 
enjoyment by another land managing entity. Based on the 
following findings, it is recommended that Moton Field is 
suitable as an addition to the National Park System. 

1. The National Park System includes several sites 
related to World War 11. However, none of these sites 
deal with military training or military pilot training. 

2. Oi the 67 National Patk Service units that are direcUy 
and Indirectly associated with Afrlcan·American 
heritage, none of these units haw as their primary 
mission, or deal directly with. the inte-rpretation of 
military plto« training tor All'ican AmeriCans in World 
War 11. The struggkl tor Alrlcan-Atnerican participation 
in the U.S. military Is not aeldressed in detail in current 
NPS units. 

3. While it may appear that current National Historic 
landmarks adequately represent people and events 
associated with World War II, none of these sites were 
designated NatiOI\al Historic landmarks because 
they relate dlreclly to the training ot African-American 
military pilots. 

4. Only one NationaJ Historic Landmark. the Fort Des 
Moines Provisional Almy Officer Trtillng Scl'lool in 
Des Moines. Iowa. relates to training of African Amari· 
cans for military duty. Created during World wru 1. the 
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school ma~d both the U.S. Almy's first recognition of 
its responsibility to train African-American officers as 
well as the establishment ot a military tradition among 
African Americans. 

5. The story of the Tuskegee Airmen and Moton Field is 
also not aclequately represented or protected by any 
other land managing entity. Exhibits on the Tuskegee 
Airmen have been assembled at various locations 
around the United States. While these exhibits are 
well clone. they are very limited in their freatment of 
the story. They cannot be considered comparable to 
the interpretive values that can be derived from pres· 
entation of the stOfy at Moton Field where training 
actuatty oocurred. 

6. Another issue related to suitability is the relationship 
of Moton Field to the existing Tuskegee Institute 
Natior\al Historic Site (NHS}. Moton Field has a strong 
and direct relationship to Tuskegee Institute (now 
Tuskegee University) and, therefore, to the purposes 
for which the NHS was established. Shoukt Moton 
Field not be added to the National Par1< S~em a.s a 
separate unit, it would be suitable as a noncontiguous 
addition to the existing NHS. 

Feasibility 
T o be considered feasible as a new unit of the National 
Park System, an area must be of sufficient size and 
appropriate configuration to ensure long· term protection of 
historic settings andfor natural systems and to accommo· 
date public use. It also must have the potent1aJ for efficient 
administration at a reasonable cost. Factors to be oonsld· 
ered Include size and configuration, boundary, land own­
ership and availability, costs for acquisition and develop· 
ment. access, threats to the resource, and the effects of 
the plans of others on the site. Based on an anatysis of 
these factors, It Is reoomme.nded that Moton Field would 
be a feasible addition to the National Park System. 

MANAGEMENT AI;rERNATIVES 
T he foltowing atternatives describe different ways of 
commemorating, Interpreting and preserving resources 
associated with the Tuskegee Airmen at Moton Field. 
The conoepts are the result of extensive historical 
research as well as input from the Tuskegee Airmen, 
pub(~ agencies. private or98nizations. Tuskegee 
University and individual citizens. The a.tternatives 
represen1 a progression toward a greatet ability to tell 
more of the story of the Tuskegee Airmen at Moton Field. 
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Actions Common to Each Alternative 
J. "'Ctlief ~ Anderson Street would be used as a pedes· 

Irian walkway tot visitors and service vehicle access 
to the histone building complex. 

2. H istoric entrance gate would be rehabilitated to its 
original appearance. 

3. Existing airport access road would be removed by the 
City of Tuskegee and a new road built by the city on 
city proper'ty. 

4. Screening of the municipal ai rport from the histatlc 
complex would be ptovicled through planting ot trees 
a.nd other vegetation. Alternatives C and 0 involve 
greater protection tor the bl'oad historic tandscap&/ 
setMg. 

S. A monument to the Tuskegee Airmen would be pro­
vided W'l eaCh attetnatlvo but In different locations and 
contiguratior\S. The design of the monument(s) could 
include statuary to commemorate the airmen as a 
group as well as the important roles played by inclivicl· 
uals such as BenjMlin 0 . Oa\1\s. Jr .. "Chief• Anderson, 
primary pilot instructor at Moton Field, and othef'S. 

6. In the histofic complex, varying degrees ol preserva· 
tlon treatment tot historic resources woukl be pro­
vided. Actions would range Item marking ~footprints" 
of former historic buildings on the ground to stabiliz.a· 
tlon Of' oompt.ete rehabilitation ol existing histOfiC 
sttu~ures. Hi~oric taxiway, pathways and paved 
areas would be preserved. Wayside exhibits would 

0 ----

n 

Cl 

.......... ......,._ 
,.._,~ ............. 
c.:...-.w~ ............. 

alsO be located at each budding site to provide infor­
mation on the use ot each structure. 

7. Other sites related to the histOfy ol the Tuskegee 
Airmen. including Chehaw and Tusk&gee Atmy Alf 
Field, would be interpreted. In Alternatiws A and e. 
this would be handled by the State ol Afabama 
through wrinen agreements with the current property 
owners. The National Park Service would assume this 
role in Alternatives C and D. 

8. Tuskegee UIWorslty campus sites and buildings related 
to thB Tuskegee Airmen wouk:l be interpreted by NPS. 

9, Fof Altematives e. C and 0, Moton Field would 
become a unit of the National Park System. The NPS 
unit envisioned in Alternative 0 wou'd include a 
TUSkeQOe Airmen National Center. In each case. 
National Part< Service operation and mana_gement 
woukl be based at me oxlstlng Tuskegee Institute 
National HIStoric Site. 

10. Costs for constrvction of lacilities are shown tor each 
alternative based on NPS guidelines lor total gross costs 
(Including net construction, advance planning, con. 
struction supervision and oontingendes). ~-aolic.i:. 
pated fhat a partnership arranaemenUOr the sharing 
of these costs will be deyelooed. In addition to NP$, 
other tederal, state. local agencies and private oroa;ni· 
zations may prO\Iide portions of these costs. In these 
cases, the actual ~ of construction for various tac:ilitiM 
may be less than the estimates presented in thiS report 

. ~ -
&:•1~ I" " 100' 

MOTON flELD I TUSKWUAI.RMEN 
srECIAL RESOUR.CE snrov 

MIIIMC.al S. M•, . Mt<ea FioW Coi)qoh _,_ _ __ o---
9 
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ALTERNATIVE A-COMMEMORATION/INFORMATION: 
MOTON FIELD 

\'isilor Experience 

• Enhanced highway rest area; not a unil of the 
National Park System. 

• Passive commemoration: marking of site as remnant 
landscape. 

• little interpretation of Tuskegee Airmen history. 

lnlcrpreli''C Emphasis 

• Focus on basic data/ information on Moton Fteld as 
training site. 

Historic Building Complex 

• Stabil ization of existing historic bui ldings. 

• Mark footprints of former historic structures. 

lnterpreti,·e Facilities/Tools 

• Small intormation..arientation structure near visitor 
parking. 

• Self-guiding brochure aod wayside exhibits. 

• Written publications (aVailable at Carver Museum/ 
Tuskegee Institute NHS). 

- -. .... - .. -

Alternative "A" 
COitME»>eet.ATION / IN!I"OIIIMAnoN: MOTON ,.1.0 

•• 

Portion ofTh<kegee Alnnen Storr Told Through 
Moton Field Resources rutd Facilities 

• 10· 15 percent. 

• Visitor understanding ot rest of story would rely 
heavily on reading of publications. 

1\otanagement/Opera.tion 
• Tuskegee University 

Construction of t'acilities 

• V&s.itor parking (City of Tuskegee and Tuskegee 
UnM!,.;,y) . 

• Information - orientation building (Tuskegee 
University, public and private funds). 

• Other development and stabilization of historic 
buildings (Private). 

Land Ownership 
• Tuskegee University and City of Tuskegee 

Cost of i'acility Construction 

Total $4,658,160 

I I 
i . 

" I 
···- ·· 
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ALTERNATIVE 8-COMMEMORATION/11\'TERPRETJU'ION: 
TuSKEGEE AIRMEN & MOTON FlEW 

I isltor ~•pmentt 
• Passive commemoration 

• lntol'mal lnterpretation 

ln1er1Jrcll"e EmJJh:L~tls 

• Focus on training process lor TuSkel)ee Airmen at 
Moton Fteld 

Historic Building Complex • -lion of Hangar 11 and ConUol T-

• Slai>Oiza- ofhisloric ....-ogs.(S). 

• "Gholr framework for sites of former Na.tofiC 
buoldongs (4). 

l nterprethe l'aclllties/Tools 

• Hangar ;; 1 - visitor oontacc and exhibits wllh hiS· 
torlc phOIOS. replicas o# training airotalt. 

• Selt-guldlng brochure, other publications and wayside 
exhlbds. 

• Ct\apc)ie James: Museum - exhibd.s on ~ 
-v of r .. ...., Airmen. 

" ' 

0 

. ·- ... -
Alternative .. B" 
(()MMIMOfiAT10NI INTEAPfiETAnoN! 
f\lfi(ICII AI" III'-N a MOTON ,:111,.0 

II 

Ponion ofThskogee Alnnen Story Told Through 
iltoton field Kesourc .. and facilities 

• 20-30 percent 

• Visitor u.nderstanchng oC rest of story dependent on 
written pubtlcationt ond llmded exhibits at rehabilitat· 
ed Chapple James Museum (Tuskegee University). 

Management/Opel".dion 
Natiooal Park Serva 

Construnion of Farlllties 
• llisilof partclng (O!y of Tut .... ond Tusl<egee 
U~). 

• Othef facil•beS and ptMifVatJon of historic: reSOUI'Qis 
(NPS). 

Land Ownership 
National Park Service noqvlre via donation: 

• 5 acres from C ty of Tuskegee. 
• 33 acres lrom Tusktgoe University. 

Cost of Facilit) Constroclion 
Total $11.1W1.071 

-
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ALTER'JATI\'E C- LlVL'JG HI~70RY: 
TuSKEGEE AIRMEN EXPERIENCE 

11sitor E_\perience 

• Formal intOfpretation 

• Ac1M - dl\'etse media, exhibits, NPS at&f1 
lnltrpt'ttlve SOfvices 

lnterpntth·e F.mphnsls 

Focus on broad s toty ol Tuskegee Airmen in addition to 
Moton Field Ondudlng. 

• k'lUQCU:tiOn ID Story ~ hlslafy of Alncen 
Ame<ICMStn lhe U.S. niilar¥ 

• Tho llaWW>g process lor lhe Tusl<egee Airmen 
ond lhe lira. role ol Tusl<egee lr1$I>IUIO (­
T~ University) in that training 

• lmpacls of Tuskegee Airmen dumg WOf'ld war II 

• tntooratlon of the military. 

• Timo llno thowing other events in U.S. during anme 
Umo period. 

Historic Building Complex 

• ~liOn of Hangar It, ConlrotTower. 
War-5.,_ 8<-.g (pcpoeed 
NPS "'"""""""""laciiy). Lod<er 8<-.g 
(J>o..,-NPS-h.wlcbont), M 
- Qb (-lood _.,.,. __ ,_ 

• StlbillzatiOt\- 3 sheets 

• "GhOII" tramework. - sites of 4 former hlstortc 
buUdtngs. 

• Roconattuct H angar #2 - New structure wilh 
extotiof closety resembling original. 

Interpretive Facilities/Tools 

• Hangilr • 1 - lMng history eJChibils and ptOQtamt 
foculing on Mmen training and E!qUIIIpmltll (le , fir'* 
_,, period lumoshOlgs inc:bing 8Jn:tah. 

• Hlf'IOII •2 - Vatcw oentedrnt.lsem"l, exhib!tl on 
"TUsl<egee Airmen Experience· beyOnd Moton Filld, 
variety of media. 

• •fumiShod" cultural lanMcape - Object• from his· 
torlc periOd such as combat aireran, VGhlcles, algna, 
OIC-. oddOd to outdoor areas at histOoric compleJC 10o 
enhance sei\M of ~stepping back in lime~ for vitiiOtl, 

• Wayside exhlibtts and publicatiOc'IS-

'lllskegee l'nhusll) Component 
Oppo<tuni1y to establolh a Charles Affred Andet:son 
Depanroom of AYI'abOn ~within the historic butlcing 
oompktx. More than 50 )'oars ago, pilot trainees learned 
speciallzod skills at Molon Field. The educational progrem 
W(Kjd ptovldo an OOcJod dlmonslon to the visitor experience, 
altowing visitors to soe atudonts learning in the tradition ot 
the Tuskegee Alrmon. Pre-<:allege and colege level c:urricu· 
tum 'o'l'()ljd be provided. tocuaing on aviation, math, and 
sdenoe (see ~maw. 0 tor additional details). 

• V•sdotlmu:set.m and IChool ptogram actiYties would 
share .... ol Hangot 12. 

• Oosplayed- ond-....., a doat 
puiJ)OM: IIWW><II1lltiQ!l end education-

• Hangar t2 - Rooms around perimeter ol hallgar 
dev01ed to classroom and Pfoiect learning space. 
Main potlion ol hangar used b exhibits. 

r 
,.--~--

0 - -. -· ---

I 

---
Alternative "C" 
LIVING HISTORY: 
TUS KI O!E AIRMI!!N EXPERIENCE 

NAfiOffAL JIJIAit MIIVtc:ll SOUTHEAST IIIOIOMAL 0''1CI 

ll 
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• S1udent.s and teachers asslll wfth special Inter· 
p<ell"" and tilling htstol)' programs as pan o1 
cuN'Iculum act!VI11es 

• lntetadion between viSitorS and studenll WOUld be 
an Integral pan ol me _...,.. to< be>Cn. 

• See Nlemauve 0 tor addi1ional dMaitL 

Portion ofliL•kegee Alnnen Sto') Told Througb 
Moton Field Resourus, Facilities and J>rovams 

• 60-?0pen::em. 

&bnagetneot I Oper.itlon 

• - bo-.g complu (NPS) 

• Dopa.-- ol Avlaoon S0enao (f ... kegM 
UnNetsily) 

-= [!llan.-

IJ 

Construction of Facilities 

• Vtsitor palting (NPS, Tuskegee University, private 
and public: tunds). 

• His&ooc buiding compSex (National Park Service) 

lAnd O.nm>hip 

NabONII Park Semce acquire Yia dona6on: 

• 6 7 aaes (Qty ol T~) 

• 81 aaes(T~~ 

CoSI of facility Coostru<1ioo 

Total $2:3,571,136 
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ALTERNATIVE D-TUSKEGEE AIRMEN NATIONAL CENTER: 
A HISTORICAL CONTINUUM 

Same as Altemative C. except lOt the following: 

Inlerprech·e Emphasis 

The continuing legacy of the Tuskegee Airmen would be 
presented in the context ol Alrican·Ametlcan participation 
in Ule U.S. mititary with broad e5ements OC the story 
presented through exhibits and programs at Moton Field: 

• Past present and future of military aviation and 
training. 

• African-American struggle for greater participation in 
the U.S. military and more significant roles in defend· 
ing their oountty. 

• Strategic role ot Tuskeoee Institute (now Tuskegee 
University) in the training ol the Tuskegee Airmen. 

• Significance of successes of the Tuskegee Airmen in 
leading to desegregation of the U.S. military shortty 
after World War II. 

• Impacts of Tuskegee Airmen accomplishments on 
subsequent civil rights actvanoes of the 1950s and 
19605. 

Interpretive •·acilitits/Tools 

Tuskegee Airmen National Center, a full-scale military 
museum buill on s.ite separate !rom historic oomplex 
(but within the 81 aetes currently owned by Tuskegee 
University) with space for: 

• Tuskegee Airmen Memorial. 
' • Major exhibit space with period military aircraft and 

equ~ment. 

• Majot audicMsual presentation (possibly an IMAX). 

• Simutator room-Interactive. ~handS•oo" replicas of 
equ.,ment used by Tuskegee Ai1men. 

1\Jskegee Unlversil)' Component 

Opportunity to estab~sh a Charles Alfred Anderson 
Departmem of Avillticn &ience withjn the Tuskegee 
Airm9tl Nab'ottal Center. Pre-college and college level 
curriculum tocusing on aviatioo. math. science and aerl>'­
nautics instruction to prepare students to meet challenges 
for suooess in the 2 1st oentury in the tradition ol the 
Tuskegee Airmen. Faclhtics would provide: 
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• A highly 0011'1C)etrtfve aviation-training center ptovid· 
ing pilot training. and education in airport manage· 
ment and safety, meteorology. air traffic control, 
maintenance and other technCal specialties tor 
people in the Tuskegee University region. 

• Educatioo and train1ng C&lltor for aviation research. 
A ncuional repository with high-tech computers and 
worldwide computer access. Enhanoement of 
Tuskegee University's existing program in aerospace 
engineering. 

• Expansion of Tuskegee University's Department ot 
Continuing Education programs inctuding Aviation 
Youth ca~s. lecture series by Tuskegee Airmen 
and biannual flight reviews tor licensed pitots. Adult 
outreach also to provide knowledge and skills to 
obtain airframe and power plant license approved by 
Federal Aviation Administration {FAA). 

0 - -. .... 
'I' -

PropllSed airpolt xctsl! 

Alternative "0 " 
L.L!.GACY: TUSKEGEE AIRMEN 
NATIONAL CENTER · A HISTORJCAL CONTINUUr. 
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• lncteasld utillutlon ot Kellogg Center and other 
facilities on Tus~H Uni\lef'llty campus ir')Ciud•f'IO 
Chapp66 Jamtt Museum, which would be renovated 
to prooAdo tor lniMpreultion of C:OITC'US sftes and bUI<IinQI--.... """"- Amlen Elq>erienoe~ 

• ~er.w ttudlnt.....-~wtaot Pf'C91W'I'IS. 

\lsitor !Uperifllc~ 

HgNy ..... ond --

Portion of1\oske~« Mmoen Story Told Through 
Moton Field Resources. Fadlili<11 & Programs 

• 8()-90 petC:tnt 

Cons1ruclion of FRC:IIItlcs 

........ 

• Tuskegee Airmen Notional Cantor • 

• Vi$itor partdng (NPS, other public agencies and 
TuskogM UnNel'llly) 

• Hlsoo<le building eompl,. (NPS) 

\ 

-~-

, ............ .... ... _.. ... ... ... __ 
IS 

Manattcmen 1/ OJ)tr.adon 

• Hlolorie building _. (NPS) 

• .,..,.,_..of A\1\otion Scoonce (Tuskegee UnNet1ily) 

• Tuskegee Airmen National Center • 

Land O..lltT<hlp -Polk--... donalion: 
• 6.7 letM (CICy o1 TUSklgH) 

• 81 IICIM rn-goo UnOwtslty) 

Cost of Fnc1111) Cnns1ructiun 

• Tuskegee Airman NabOnal Contor­
$20,000,000· 35,000,000 

• Olher Fec,llllea - $23,671 ,136 

'"' note on beck coo.w 

-? 
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~on 11tld ... _ 

CU1!1!£NT PflOTOS Alternative 0 (Contir-..ux.l• 

A public/private PBrtnership on a national/eve/ will b9 nooded 
to raise tvnds. constlliCt and operate the Tuskegee Airmen 
National Center. A national fund-raising campaign would invotve 
the Tuskegee Airmen, Tuskegee University, retired and active 
military personnel, privote corporations (espec.ia/Jy the aircraft 
klclustry), private tovncf.8tions and others. Development atld 
operation of the facility would involve one or more federal agen .. 
cles. These federal partners may include the U.S. DepartiT1(J(It 
ol Defense, U.$. 0eJ)(lrtment of Educab'on, Federal AviaUon 
Administration, NASA. NPS and other agencies. NP$ inVOlve· 
ment would emphasize the agency's primaty responsHJility of 
telling the story of the Tuskegee Airmen. 

IMPACTS 
'Jhe complete study contains an analysis ol impacts of the 
several alternatives. Impacts of each concept are addressed 
based on issues such as vt.sitor ellperience. cuttural resou~ 
natural resources, and the socioeconomic environment. 

CORE STuDY TF.AM MEMBERS 
\',-.lie C. Ma.di$01"1, 51Jp6rintendqnt, T(ISkcrgCCJ ln$1huto NJtlkNtal HJs.rodc Site 

Fictlt1fd V. "~· PtwvMg PrQjoa ~ SouLIJe.ut RegiOrlaf OI'Yi:le, NPS 
9arbal8 Tagger. Hrs~o~Mn, So¢h6Mt SuppQrt 0/b, NPS 

Olrisme Trebellas. HisroriM. Sov:ho.~ Support Ofl'icl:, NPS 

John Beet,~~. Soo~~~NPS 

The National Park SeMOe welcome; il.ll <:ommont$ on this .study. Please 
send commeM& by no later than September 21. 1998. A limited number ol 
copies ol the complele speoal te$00r<:e $1V(fy oaro <'IY3ilablo by writing 10 
the Southeast Regional Office ol the Ni&!ion<11 P;arll Service. COtnmet~ts Of' 

reqUKIS for further imotma:ion should be sent to tho lolowing aoctress: 

TUsk~rmen 
Moton FieldfTuskegee Aim*' 5f)«ittl Resouroe $tucty 

NAnoN.U. PARK Sna'\'lf.l! 
Soulheasl Rogionttl Olfice 

AHM1a Fodorol Centor- 1924 Building 
1 00 Alabama Streel SW 

Atlanta. GA 30303 

As tho Nation's pnnapal oonsc!Va1ion agency. the Depllrttnent of lhe ln!~iOr has reSPMSblity kH' tnoet 01 Oll 

n111iontdly OWfled publie tanCI$ and ntr!ur81 rMOurees. This includes toQefing fie""'"" u&t 01 our lilnci \WI<I .,.,.r,er 
reeotJ~teS. ~ling Oll kh and wliCIUe. pre&eMtiQ the etM'onmenliiiOinCS ~ulllll'ill Vl!IUO$ ol 011 nalion~~l pallls 
and hi&IOtlc:ill llli1108S. 1111'1(1 pf'Q'Wclhg br tho Of'90'fl'"lltlt ollllo ttwugh DU!door roetN!iOn. The Deparln'lent asM~HeS 
our mnoral rctsooo:cs and worSts to anure thlll theW dtw~lopmMt is in the beet ir'llereett 01 all OIA' people. The 
Dep11rlmerl also hu a major rHI)OiiSibiRy lOr An'lefiean WI<Jiat'l re&ervallon oommllliiiN and br '*"'" wt.o live In 
1-.r'I!J Tefflloties ~.~"~!Jet U~ted Slatee actnlnlstratiOn. 

Tho ~~~~ P;~rk SoMc~t, Dap~~tWnent ot lhlllnlerior, is nn equlll oppol1urity ageoncy atld <lifers a1 l)er&OI'I8 tile ber'leiiiS ol pa11IC1>flllno In eaCh ot ll$ 
progmms and oomp!tiog in a l areas ol em~ legl'lfd'l&M 01 tl!IOe. COIOf. religiOn. &ex, nallonal Ollgl"' age. hanclleslp ()r o ther nonmoril iolclors. ,, 
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