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EVERGlADES NATION~L PARl 
Refere:1:e Li~rary 

This September day dawned bright ·and beautiful. H'Urricane Donna had been 
working her wa:y northwestvard tova.rd Florida threatening the southeru 
Bahama Islands 1 but the morning advisory ot the U. S. Weather Bureau fore­
casted no immediate threat to south Florida. Just in case a definite 
thrent might develop it was necessary to know the current location ot 
c01:1mercial. fishermen or other boatmen 1n the District so the dey wos 

· plenned on boat patrol to locate any stroggl.ers. District Ma.intena.nce 
Foreman Jack LeVis accompanied on the patrol and assisted in locating ana 
ma:rking a hazard to navigation off the mouth of the· Hazney River. 

At 11: ~ a.m. word was received, via radio~ that a Green Alert for Hurr:i.c-.. 
Donna had been ordered by the Chief Ranger's Office. Since we were in t:uc 
vicinity Jack and I proceeded directly to the Lostmans River Patrol Statior: 
and secured it, retUJZing to Flamingo about 4 p.m. J. R. Whitehouse was le:f' 
in charge of initiating the Green Alert. a~ Flamingo. SUb-district Ranger 
Whitehouse arid District Naturalist Muller very efficiently proceeded vith 
the alert and requested the Everglades Park Company. Resi_dent Manager, who 
vas off duty for the dq, be contacted and advised. The Compnny employee": 
and Departmental Managers lacking company leadership turned to the "Rang<:.~- > ., 

in the state of et:~ergency. SoDe misunderstanding and slight panic resul~~u 
vhen unknowing compazly employees assumed a Green Alert meant il:lmediate 
eVa.cuation. Although a Company Hurricane ·Plan bad been prepared copies 
o-r the plan had not been distributed to all employees, and a full awa.renc~:­
of the contents were not generally known. Resulting 1'\.U:K)rs and appre­
hensions were quelled by the two unifo~ men o.t Flamingo wh.o coord1no.t0.f-. 
to implement the Green Alert. Although ·direct cOl:ll:ilands by NPS personnel -:, 
concessioner personnel could not be made vi tpout violc..ting protocol ad vi cc 
was offered and taken in most instances. 

Arrangements were made by many owners· o-r private trailers in the company 
et:!Ployee trailer park to transport· tnU.lers to Long Pine Key C8J!!Pground o,.. 
traU.er parks in Homestead. Approxil:lately half the trailers were reJ:Joved 
f:ra:~ the area by 9 p.m. .Ranger J. R. Whitehouse moved his fa:;Uy to the 
Pine Island residential area. 

At npproximo.tely 8:30 p.o. Mr. William Gvlden~ Everglndes ~k Co., Inc., 
Resident Mana.ser nrrived on the scene. Mr. Gulden reported that a personal 
friend in the Miami Weather Bureau office gave assuronce there vas little to 
worry about from HUl'l"icane Donna.. 
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Thursd!g, September 8, 1960 

Green alert preparations continued. When cc.pleted yellow alert preparations 
were begun according to Hurricane Warni.DI pl.azl. The yellow alert vas 
ordered after the ll a.m. Weather Buretm advisory which placed the storm 
at 22. 2° tat • end 76 • 0° Long. moviJlS alOQS 41l"ectly westward toward the 
coast of CUba. A more northerly course vas expected after the storm hit 't. 

the land moss of Cuba, but the Weather ~au still predicted center of 
storm would hit in the vicinity of the Plorida Straights or Key West. The 
generol opinion at Flamingo VBB that ve voulcl be spared the f'u.ll force of 
the storm. 

All hands at Fle.mingO, Concessioner and Batiooal Park Service, worked hard 
at yellow alert preparations the entire dq. Bob Knight, Executive Officer 
of Everglades Park Company arrived in the morning to personally organize 
his company efforts. Golden was f1ne.Jly cODVinced that preparations must be 
made end movillg trailers was his biggest concern. All yellow alert prep­
arations o.ecording to plan were completed bT 6 p.m. except the moving 
of three COI:JP8DY trailers and four NPS troilers, none of which had wheels to 
move with. 

The Park Pilot flew over area and reported .DO boats in Florida ~ but 
several company boats and private boats vere located in Roberts River, Coot 
Bay Canal and Old Homestead Canal where they were securing to weather the 
storm. A lost boat was located on Middle Cape by Miele but time did not 
permit salvage of it. All NPS boats but one were secured in boat shop. 
All company boats but two skiffs were sunk at dock or tied out in protected 
canals. 

All but too.r vehicles were removed froiD tbe area by 9 p.m. Two NPS trucks, 
one concessioner truck and Roy Orme'e private car and Bill Golden's private 
car remained. 

The area was evacuated by 10:30 p.m. except tor NPS Orme, Borgman and two 
Mul.lers. Concessioner personnel at Flamingo consisted of Golden and wife, 
McKeever, and Ettles. CampeD)" people on boats were Scudder and Allen 
in Homestead Canal. Ross am Lowry on houseboats in Reb erts R1 ver. tinnie 
Brockt on boat in Roberta River 8114 Ray Breedlove on Pl~te in Coot ~ 
Canal. Comcercial fisherman BlMy Knowles, wi.:fe and son 1n Coot Bay Canal. 

Frid8lz Seytember 91 1960 

J.R.Whitehouse and R. Kearney returned to Flamingo about 7 a.m. to assist 
in ony final prepa.rntions. Two BPS trailers on wheels had been evncuated. th(: 
day before but the third scheduled for evacuation could not be moved because 
of a broken wheel, so it wes anchored as the three trailers vi thout wheels 
had been the ~ before. Asst. SUpt. Dodd inspected the state of prepa.rednc~t. 
about 10 o..m. and suggested that JtOre adequate cover be put on air opening 
on tops of one of the trnilere and taping ot plate glass windows near 
museum. These final. preparations were made. Bracing of overhead doors 
from above a.t the boat shop YBS also suggested by Mr. Dodd but lumber and 
extension ladders necessary to do this job vere not ava.illlble. A few loose 
'tei:lS not previously collected vere loaded and hauled to the dump. 
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All paver tools 1n shop bn11d 1 ng were elevated to level ot at least three 
teet above the noor. 

A t1nal. c.~ck vsa made to determine that all cbora vere loc:ked, and all 
item& on t.he hurricane alert pl.an vere completed • 

. A message f'rOCI Mr. Pardue ot the Miami V.eatber lUresu Office requesting 
hourly reedings ot rlnd, tide end be..rcx:lGter vas relcyed by radio to li'IJSb 
MUller and he recorded and tl'8nm:11tted the first ot these observations a.t 
10:45 a.m. Pbone service Y88 discontinued W8n .11 e::rtnso va.s e'\'&CUated of 
company -persocnel on 'lbu.1·s~. A diiect line tl'tln tho BVitch'boQrd to the 
V1a1 tor Cent.e:- where Mr. Golden intended to ride o.rt the &tom vas rigged, 
but line trouble in the Yic:inity Of Everglades eppe.re.nt!J rendered tele• 
hone cotlt:::llntce.tions inoperative e.a Weather ~ cc:I1UUlieat1ona vere not 
received by telephone. 

l'be red e.lert for Hurricane !klnna Y88 orde~ fol1awi."lS the ll a.a. Weather 
Bureau At..visort which pla.cei th.e. stora e.t 23.6° Le.t. 79.50 toog, scc.e 2)0 
mUes scuthee.s't of the Florida. Ke"./8. F-inal evacua.tiro of the &-.""e~ vas 
ctlde except for Ml". Golden end. vif e 1 the 'JY."irerho\l&e 01-erat-~r 8Dd. ae !<is tent, 
t.be District F.anger and c~t~:r ~. Tteo le.tter tvo ~ ~~ro..rily 
at Flc~ pemi:'lg a de::!.s!on tt~~1ng tte need for pr-~..eetion ?:=-rsonnel 
to rema!n in the e.ree. ~rLI::.e.rily lA-:~e ct post·s'torn ~-er of 1:-..oting, 
etc, {'I.'he Muliers procecled. to Y-1£:!1 to loo.'k af't.e :pere~nM pro""y;=t-,r. 
\lhi'tE;l-.ous.e, K-=arney ao~ W.d vent to Jl1_'le !f'lc.nd.) r·::..:rtieU:.arl.y ~·:::et traffic 
comi.r:g into tbe a.:.-ee. 'be!'e>re tc~ tn.t~ic m:!.Sht be es~ ..... ~bll:..te-=.. !-arnission 
waa ~o..nted. the tvo oen to stay at nar..ingo erA the e.ctiV:ties of the 
aftepoon consisted tJOstly of relt~ ~~l.y wea.tre;- observatioLB, 15 
minutea bef'ore c:r...cll ho".U". :-Qr 0-n:r= ~·..: .. . e.:! iJ.l v~"""~~ ·;r.::. .. ·::a U~i?t tb::)se 
necessary for the 11-':.ited o;.ere.tion to ·.:.e ef!ectee aa'r""_ng the st.om. The 
Evergl.cdes Park Co. 1 !nc., Z'eq'J.eBted Vater be &U'p';J.ied to UC Diesel p::>Ver 
plan't e.s long as possible t:-~ the at.or::n, if J.re.c"ttce.l; thia :re~est 
'W'8B gn.oted. Seven.l. thoUAa:ld dol.le..r9 ,.-ort.h of Jteet lt'"BS stored in deep 
freeze and a prolonged i':vel' tail~ !O:~o-rlng 't!l.e s'toro ~UE. a :perle-d. ot 
shutd01oo":': ::.et'ore tb.e storm eoul.d •~~ tt;e lose CYf tl:is valll!.b:.e merchanC.ise. 
Food, 'ie"Ur and eniergency a~w~!er nre moYed into T~ ltffi portion of the 
Visitor Center, "our h~c!l.:le shelter". Mr. Golden a!'..d wife set up 
in the COI:Ip8.IlY portion of the Visitor Center, George Et'Uea 8Dd his 
assistant vill stand by the power pla=lt through the. et.or.» am relay Y1nd 
velocity recorded by the a.ner;)'XIeter there to the V1s1t-...or Center via 
portable radio. Mr. Gvlde.:l also YCB provided with a porta.hl.e raCio e.nd 
hourly scbedules 20 minutee before the hour were Q.l"l"re"..gecl. Ina.cceasol:>illt:· 
of the tide l.evel in!!icator at the Mcw."'i.na. necess!.te.ted the il:::plemente.tic.~ 
ot an e.lternnt.e "stick" w"h!ch could be reed ott the see. Y!1l1 at the Vis1 tor 
Center. Bend1ngs froz:1 the substitute tide £J.Uge &nd Y1Dd velocities by 
remote control from the power house vere recorded and trszl.Smitted by radio 
beginning at 6:45 p.m. Weather observations trom 10:45 r..m. to ll:45 a.m. 
were o.s fol.l.ova: 

10:45 a.a. - overeest, no rain. Wind: NNE, 5 m.p.h. Tide - 0.9 feet. 
BD.raceter 29.74 inches 

11:45 a.m. - Overee.st,light drizzle. Wind ENE 10-12 m.p.h. Tide 0.1 tt. 
Bara:leter 29· 76 inchea. 

12:45 o..m. - Bright overcast, no rain. Wind ERE 28-32 m.p.h. Tide ..0.1 tt. 
Barometer ~. 73 incbea. 
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l: 45 p.::1. Brig."lt cvercc.st, no rein. l.'ind ENE 20-21 cph. Tide Minus o. 4 fi. 
Be..ror.Jeter 2~. 72 inches. 

2:45 p.t~. Mod.era~ ra!n. W~ NE, 20 mph. Tide Minus O.l :ft. 
Bo.roceter 29.68 bches. 

3:45 ~.1:1. P.bde:-ste rt.in. l.'ind NB, 25-~ mph. Tide 0.6 :ft. 
'&..rooe:ter C$.64 iLches 

4:45 p.o. Y.oderste Tain. Wind NE, 18-20 cpb. Tide 0.9 fi. 
3e..-o::t: ter 29.6 3 1n che s. 

5:45 p.D. M::de.r:l.te !'- ~. Wind R.'ii, 25•30 ~~ gusty. Tide 1.1 ft. 
3a.:'Gr-ter t:.;f. 57 1nch~s. 

6:45 ,.:.:l. H,~e::-cte r:"'..i::. ~in.'! t"3, 25 ~ vfetrong g"..lSts to 6o. Tide 1.0 tt. 
D=..:-o:::;cter 29. 53 inC:.es. 

7:45 p.:~. M.X.€::-:.te Mi.::. 'W!nC. IDeE 30-40 oph, gusts "tt 50. Tide 0.4 i't. 
~~.)::~t.er 29.50 inches. 

;,.; : 4 5 Ji.:::: • !-!ode:::-::. te rc..!::: • 'Wi.."ld. NNE, 4 5 ~o 50, gusts to 67. T! ae If ..inu.e 
0.2 :eet. ~:v ... .:Jet.er 29.47 inches. 

9:45 p.n. !.igr"t to :J:-::e::--:.--:.e :-:.!D. Wtn-!. NE, 35-40 r:-.21, g'.J.Sts tc· 52. 
Tide ¥.:::.us 0. 7 fe~:.. ::.ru-o::>eter 29.42 inches. 

10:45 'P•:J• \'>de~te ":.:· !J.e:::.·.-:· :-o;··~. tr~-::..a N£ 1.;5-~":' ~' g-..:.sts 'to t5. 
:::. C.e !-'.in us 0. 9 :f't. ~-ctletcr 29. 36 i::c~.es • 

11:45 -p.:l. E=a.vy rain. Wbt!. RE 60-65, gusts tv 81. 
I:.a!'ome~er 29.26 inches. 

!'ide Minus 1.2 

':'":1is dny sta.l"":.e-! o~ ~-:.tn a ronr -- e=:d a cletter o! crn.sh .. ng g!asa. :?o'lorer 
C-'1d outsiC.e rad.::.o con. ..J.r..ication lasted just one hour past :uid:Ug!:t. Ai. l :05 
E..:J. Ge:::::-;-:e Ett:es ccr.cluded that t.t.? pover plant I:l'.lst be sht:.t C.cw.l b~ ca:.:...;e 
dri'\'"ing n..:n cooing t.t.:.roue;t v!.r.~s threatened to get the co:ttrol -pc: ... -;;1 -:.re"t. 
S'1c ln..st a."meLlOX:)E;tE;r recor"'...ing received fl'om the pct\rer house at .::2:: 5 a.:;. 
reg:istere~ a Y..nd velocity of 70·75 or.Q from the NE Vith gusts tc &6 z:r~. 
Bee ~e o-t the rur-.r of the vind it did not See!:! e.dviseble to ''b.c.::.g" oYer t.'lc 
sea we.ll. to get a ~ide reodi:lg so vind velocity a:-.d 't-e.rcceter :N;odi:~ss 
ve:::-e the only recordings wade at this til:)e. The dOWilllc:-d pl'..l.ng-i..L; ":<:...-o:;;eter 
read 29.16 inches. The tide vas est.iJ:la:.ed to be approx::i::l.ately mi""~u.r 1. 5 
:'eet vhicl:. vould ha.'\-e reduced a good portion of Florida Bay to d.r::' £ICU.l1d 
or at least exposed mud. 

Irloedio.te cont.a.ct by portc.ble, park set radios vas est:l.bl1shed ben·een -::.e 
power house, Everglades Park co. Visitor Center and NatiOnal Pe....-k Se:rnce 
V:!.sitor Center after the power vent off, a.rld a 'J:) minute schedule '-'.:iS se't 
up for contact by radio between the -tr...ree locations. (Y.r. Golc-=n ~"X'r~ed 
w"ir-:iova vere out and the roof vcs ott in the Dining Rooo end Gift Shop a1. 
l: 30 a.o.) He o.nd his vife vere holed up under the po't QDd pnn s!.!'.J: in the 
k! tchen. The power he use reported they had lost port of their rocf, end 

.. ,e ar..neooceter. The NPS section of the Visitor Center appea..-roed to be 
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wldcJ~ n~.- tl:is point, bu·i:. t&.uri.olc ~ rnd1o conve~'.;.ion a cnsb ot glass 
vas beF.J'd &nd the plate glass YindW& betvee.n the museum w o~ice section 
were no mere. ·Roy Orme and I vere a1ttin8 it out 1n t.l".e :fil'St aid rooc. Al­
most ~iately the root began to leak and ve knew then ve bad. lost at least 
part of the TOOt 1 probably JnOst at 1 t aa leak8 through li~t fixtures 
occurred 1n evt.:y :roaJ or .the ·omce section. t.rter J:).."'',..#Wf tu.r..lture aYS:Y 
from leaks es Z~J.Jch as possible ve vent back to oor selecte-d. location 1n the 
first aid rocc a..~ a~ there th.'"'0\16b the rer:.a.:tnder ot the stem expecting 
the pla.ater to fall off the ceUing e:D.T tiLle but it never did. 

'Weather observatio!lS the l'e!"l81ooer ot the n1~t consisted of B&.!\x:>etrie 
pressures only as fa.cUit!es tor other ob&en!:'~ions "~re the~ llO..."l~xistent. As 
the rate offe.ll increased pressures were recorded at closer !.ntel"V6ls. 

1:45 ~.m. 28.87" 2:45 a.m. 23.23" 
3:15 ~.m. 21·97" 3:)J &.::l. 27.93" 
3:45 a.c. 2'7·90" 4:00 £.*.0. 26.03" 
4:15 a.:o. 28.13" 4:3) e..=:. 2!3.~" 
5:00 a.::J. 28.38" 5:30 f..~. 2!3 ""-4" . . 
6:00 a.m. 2B.TT" 7:00 e..t:. 28.98" 
8:00 a.tJ. 2":/.14° 9:00 &.~. 29.9-9" 

10:00 a.o. 29·~"- ll:OO e..o. ~9.4011 

12:00 noon 29.44" 

Golden reporved at 2 e..m. that his end of t!le bJ.Ud.ing ~·M e. sbe,:J':-lcg, but 
that. he 1o·e.s hol.C.ing tight u:.uier the sir.k. P ... ::dio cont&et C-'ull! net be 
eate.l--:.iehed '\"it.~ t.·r:e pc:r..re:- h:>use. 1':> tlate:-iel. c!lange tevelo~ ill the ?US 
section ot the Yis!.~r Ce:1tez;-. 

Wiod velocity etee.dHy increased until El!'P::;"'~x:!:-.ately 3:15 a.J:. ~en a el:.;;:~t 
reduction in ir.ter..s!ty bece.oe evid.er...t ~ 1-t. contir.ued. to b!C"t will in 
excess of 100 z:I?.."l. For awroxir_e.tel.y 40 m:!.:-:t.l't-es the slightly less violent 
vinds obsen-ed for about 30 to 140 £l.i.nu'te8 r.;o:i r.t.e:l i.l'"JC!"et.se! to vt..a.t s~er.ed 
the I:!Ost violet:t of the stor.:B, pe:+.~ ... ps · be-~e.l:..SE: ~.he -..,-me. was tben ~lowing 
from a. broadside a.-:gle. At 3: 3' Jt': .. Golden Nq_uested advice on v!lcre to 
~ove because of debris flytr.g into kitchez: frc:::~ the din!.ne room indicating 
that :he v'..nd had sh.!~ to the eastward. I't vas difflcult to tell the tl"';.r 

direc-r..ion of the wind bei."lS co~"'i.ned in a leewa!'d., isolated ro::1:1, but direct 
costero direction probably occurred _somewhere &-ound 3:3) or 4:00 o'clock. 

l).lrlng 'this 4:00 to 4:3) period swirllns \t"inds began to blav throush the 
part1al.ly open windows on the lee aide and attetlliB to reduce the size of 
the openings created a very noticeable press'.U'e effect. It resulted in 
suction o't vezletian blinds flat age.1ost· the .vL""Jdcva.:.rlth coneideroble for-e. 
The venetian bl1nda he.d. been lett cbvn as possible protection e.gs1nst !.J.,..vi.nt; 
glass,. 'lhe Viodova were reopened to relieve this pressure. 

Mr. Golden elected to retreat t'rool the kitchen to the eoncassioner offices 
downstairs on the leeside of the bu1ld!n6 end at 4:00 a.tl. reported he vas 
snug and secure. · 

Af'ter 4:00 a.m. the v1lld ooved into a D:)re southeasterly direction end for 
nco.rl.y tvo hours appeared to gather all its force to tl8ke one lost suprel:je 
o'ttort to deoolish the concrete end steel buildings, 1n which ve vere c.ll 
seeking re-tuge. There vere a fev doubts as to who would eoerge the victor. 
No protection but the concrete valls stood between us aod the l.lDhiDde.red 
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blast acroaa open Florida Bey. 

ltf 5:45 a.~:~. the wind began to diminish eli&btly and QOved into an allx>st 
southerly direction. Golden reported no water at the ground floor level 
where he vea, but at 6:00 a.m. the first ligbt of dey revealed at least 
40 inches of vater above the floor level and a report traD Golden revee.led 
t.bat he had had to abandon his dawnata1rs retreat bec0118e ot rts1ng vater 
mnutes after the 5: '$) rodio check. Be selected the top ot the elevator shaft 
as his final place ot retuge and atqed there untU the storm subsided. 
By 6: ~ a.m. the Vind direct.ion YBS Just a tev degre s West of South and 
cont.inued trom that direct.ion tor several hours. 

With the cocing of d~light coopl.ete desolation ve.s exposed to view. Though 
the severity ot the storo vns experienced through the night the damage it 
vrought surpe.ssed expectations. Hll%"dly a tree rel:lained standing, those 
that did had not a leaf left on thet~. A few sturdy pe.1m trees survived t.o 
show the world the only green that could be seen e.ny"tlhere. Mally of these 
vere pe.rtill.lly or totoll.y subnerged 1n mddy, frothing vaters. As vis1-
bili ty increased vi th the cooing of daylight all eyes turned towo.rd the 
powerhouse and vere relieved to see the structure still standing though not 
cuch of the roof was left. Radio contact nt 6:~ with the fellovs there 
relieved the anxiety felt since the last contact at 1:~ a.c. All vas well 
vi.th the personnel at Flomingo, but severnl boots with personnel nboo.rd in 
creeks and vaterweys 1n the back country remained to be accounted for. No 
possible rescue reconnoitering could be initiated until vind and sen 
subsided. Not until about 8 a.o. vns it possible to venture out the back 
door, in the lee, to survey the complet.e doz:lage of the stom. Looking west­
vo.rd with binoculars the Dotel reca:ined stonding though water vas coursing 
through the Windows and doors in torrents. Beyond tho.t the only building 
in sight vas the Coleman Erwin house, ~ only rei:II:Cnt of "Old Flaz:lingo". 
It vas still r~e.nding, but appeared to be darJaged considerably. ~e small 
piece of wall on the west.ern:cost restroom in the cacpground was visible. Not 
a sign of t.he five other buildings in this directioz:o coul.d be seen. To the 
north the Marina building vns visible though cacpletely obliterated at til:les 
by crashing waves. The NPS shop and equipnent buildings vere visible. The 
roofs end supporting mecbers were there, but the wells vere gone along Vi th 
all equip:lellt in the buildings. 'l'he boat shelter stood out high and 
obvious above the broken tangle of trees without any apparent dsco.ge. Two 
co.cpany house trailers lacking wheels for eva.cuetion bad been lett at the 
service station but vere now nowhere in sight. Also an old car there VQS goo:·: 
The Service Station tlinus willdovs and doors, still stood. A vall of the 
Ro.nger Quarters to the east vas vlJSible through the broken trees but the 
extent of darlage there could not be detercined without closer examination. 
Three house trailers without wheels le:t"t on the fer side ot tbe quarters wouJ.C' 
be out ot view if they reoo.ined, but little imagination was required to knov 
they hoo gone. As mentioned the root blew off all sections of the Visitor 
center. Windows were out in all the upstairs concessioner part and the 
three panels between the mseun and NFS office section. 

Radio contact With Pine Island vas attecpted without success until trans­
missions between Ranger J. R. Whitehouse in vehicle proceeding to Flatlingo 
and Asst. Chief Ronger Maxwell at Pine Island were received on a pnck set 
set up on the back porch of the Visitor Center. Besides the lil:lited rnnge 
of' these portable radios the battery paver had been reduced samevhat by all 
night use and our transDissions were not powerful enough to be read by the 
::1obile unit or Pine Island. Contact vas finally established by tnlk1ng into 

'~hones of two different sets at the same tice at about 10:10 a.Q. 
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Personnel at Flamingo vere reported unhurt and a report ot apparent property 
damage ve..s transmitted to the Asat. Chief ~~ end Su~rintendent Hamilton. 
Aa it a:p~e.red all boats at Fls:Dingo vere lost a request VM mode tor- delivery 
ot a aki!f tram Pine Island as soon u possible to check out the boats in the 
back ountry. 

Rear bu...-ricane force Yinds trcc:l a SS\1 direct1011 atW. pers1.sted aod impeded 
the progress of J. R. Whitehouse ~'al'ds Fle.riinso. It ve.a not until about 
noon that J. R. Whitehouse reached Vest Leke where incomi:cg water forced 
him to ret. -eat back up the roed towe.rd Wine M:Ue. Bend. Water at Flamingo 
had receded by this time t.o a depth or 8 :teet, just even with the top of 
the sea vall at the Visitor Center. As mentioned ma:di"''..m ve.ter of 12.0 feet 
occurred between 6:00 • 6:):) a.m. and had probably at~ that bt: ight from 
a minus 1. 56 to 2 feet in about one hot..ll' 18 time. It receded l:JI.lch more 
gradu.al.l.y. It had dropped e.OOut one toot by 9:00 a.m. and hpprcximatel.y 
another toot by 10. Appl"'X.ima.te tide levels vere Qb&erved as follovs: 

6-7 a,::, 
9 am 

10 am 
12 noon 

12 teet 
li teet 
10 feet 
8 feet 

7 teet 
6.5 teet 
6 feet 
5.5 feet 

Ra1Il: ~ell throU8t'.out ~ sto:n:s vas relatively lig!lt. l).L-1~ tbe gost 
severe portio:1 or the storm (l:~ to ·5:))) practicel.ly ~ l"a!n tell. 
Appr;)xi:ns.tely tvo l:.OUl's be!'ore and a,;~er this pe:"iod the=e •-sa rllX.erate to 
heavy rain. Or:.ly light to !iOOe:r-e.te rain p:-eceed.ed. a.'ld .:!'ollO'\iec!. the storm. 
The sto:r:n a.."'ld tbe amount o! rtlinfall has. not 'been recor~<>1. N-~rous 
lig.::t.ning .fleshes we:re obser•OO. thrcr..lghou.t the ~st. sev~re rcr;.i,;n of the 
atom. ·· 

At about 3:00 p.m. Roy and ! grabbed a S"'.rJdrlch, the ti:-st either of us had 
eaten since breakfast the day before. It ves ~t that ve were short ot 'f'OCIU ... 
just abort on appetite. Not k::lowtng-bo'a'-·y;oo...ll t::e boys ·at the Po-.-er house 
hod fared for food and ve.ter we deeided to try e.."'ld va.1e to the:::: Vi th some. 
Water level at the u-tU1ty :ro&.i e~t ot the bric'le..- wa.s st.Ul ab-:'a~ three 
tee-t deep and. vhUe deliberating about ve.ding ~-ough it saw John Scudder 
am John Allen coming down the canal in a sk.ifi _and then almost. il:rDediately 
sc.v the pc"Jer house boys ve.d.1.ng out to meet · ~. \l{e all rend.evouz~ 
at the bridge and returned to the Viai tor Center by skiff. Word was relaye'i 
via radio to Allen and Scudder's vi vee that they were ell right, and we t..'lc. ...... 
{o.boat 4:15) took a cruise over to our quarters to access the d~ there. 
We hit botto.Iil on the rood at the~ Troiler Park, ·tied the boat to a 
pUe ot debris and waded the remn1nder ot the ·wy. A cCIIlpl.ete surprise 
o.vni ted us. Ra.1n water badn 't even gotten the noor vet.. The only datlage 
observed vas the doWnstairs ear port aDd utUity section. s~ ot the 
concre'U! louvers there had been vaahed out end the hot water beaters ond 
veahi.Dg mech:1 ne were washed rwe;y. 

ReturnillB to ·the Visitor. Center the "Cbek1ka" ve.s discovered to have miracu­
lously esctlped major damnge and vas stUl tied to trailer 51 tting 1n the 
boat shop even though all the valls ot the building vere gone. It vas wedged 
between tvo steel posts and eouldn •t eos1ly be recoved, 'but outside of 
scratches snd gouges appeared to be 1n operetine condition. Even the radio 
waa operative. '!he "Prowler~, "Osceola" and skiffs did not fare so vell. 
The "Prowler" vas spotted aome 300 y.arda to the north ~-up 1n a clump ot 
broken ae.ngroves. The MFO ak1tt vas about 100 yard8 ta..""ther vest. 'n".e 
"08eola" and Ple.ycro.tt vere nowhere in a18ht. 
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Scudder end Allen returned to tbe1r bi& boate 1n tbe old Homestead CanAl and 
eg:reed to check on the partie• 1n Coot !aJ Canal when they returned to their 
bonts. A check on 'boata 1n !o'berte. R1Tel' voW4 have to va1 t untU the next 
dq as sees vere still too l"'U8b for eztt c~ available tor use. 

Radio check vith J. R. llhitehouH at 6~,;.})~~ indicated water would likely 
rema.1n too high to make it ~to ·nemSngo before the noxt morning so 
he vo.a plenn1 ng to return to Pine Islen4. A report ~ the condition of the 
quarters vaa rel~ to Pine IalaDd • 

. 
Knoving of nothillg else we could do Boy ODd I decided to cntch up on s001e much 
needed sleep. But at about 9 o'clock vere rudely awakened by J. R. Whitehouse 
vho bad followed bis seeing eye Assistant, Bob Keo.rney, down the road to 
Flern1ngc. Kearney h8d vt\.lked ahead to determine the depth of water and 
location ot· 8DY possible washouts. J, B~ Whitehouse followed behind with 
pickup in vc.t.er sloshi.ng ngainst the .runn1ns boards most of the vo:t• The 
oobUe radio 1n J. R'a pickup provided-t.be firet satisfactory means ot 
cOJ:JOUnications bet \t-een Flatlingo end .Pine ·Island. A ca:::rplete report of the 
situation nt Flamingo vas transmitted to the Chief Razlser. Boats end man­
paver for possible rescue missions vere prc:cdsed the next morning. 

Septe:lber :u, .. 1@ .. 
Superintendent HBJ:JU ton, Asst. Superin~t Dodd, Chief Ranger Nelson, 
Asst. Chief Ranger Maxvell, Everglades PBrk. Co. 1 Director Pegram, ond 
Everglades Park Company Director Knight arrived euly to direct rescue 
operations. Y.night end Pcgrao ee.cb broueht a boat. A skiff' vas brought fri..i · 
P1De Island and the Chekike. vas launched.· Maxwell end Knight scot:.ted the 
Roberts River country nnd found all ooata there secure. Whitehouse and 
Bill Mills :n the Cheki.lro. covered the Shark River oren and found ten boats 
tho.t had V~:itbe:red the stol"l'l 1n that area. •. 'l'bese boo.ts had apparently come . 
after Ralph Miele declared the area .clear the dq before the storm. All VC:J..· 

secure, s~ su.:ffe:red minor demage~ Don Sullivan, TotGy Williams and Lou 
'Watson lranb£ed to slip through the locked gate near Long Pine Key Road vitb 
a boat ond offered their help in .rescue operations. Since rescue operntion:-: 
were pretty vell in hand their help 'W8S not needed, but they were allowed to 
go to Everglades to check on Taiiay WUJ,ism's mother. All. visitors were 
stopped at the locked g.e.te. tlobody vill be allowed int.o the area until 
salvage operations ore cOIJplete end order restored. 

' 


