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Introduction

1 .
Jackson's Hole is a naerW'mauntain basln wlth a ratheerY

linffiguing neme, . The events that constltute its history have had i
Mltttle effect on the outside world, Yet for more than 8 hundred
years thls valley has excited the enthu51asm of those who have on-
tered 1t, andrstlrred the imgglnation of me.ny othgrs who have only
heard its name . ngay the é§eﬁic magnifiéence‘ofijéckéon's Hblé'anﬁl
the axclting stéry of the many dlvarse human act1v1tles of 1ts past
are equalyassets_ln attracting nume rous summer visitors.
Jackson‘s‘Hole/exténds from tﬁs,northefn‘end of Jéokson Lake,%f
‘about eight mlles south of the southern entrance of Yellowstono i
National Park for forty-elght miles to the upper end of the. Snake
River Canon. Its'w1dth varles from twelve mlles*near the nqrthern
and to two milés at ﬁhéfécutﬁefn limit,‘with an average of»ébdgt_
seven miles. Thefé#gebin#h?qovered floor of the valley apbéaré quiﬁp
flat and 1évéiva1thoughxit5‘elevﬁtibn changes from 7,009 feef ;¢“6,000 -
feet as its southern end is approachsd. The’Gros Vénfre‘Buttés,jabbut

7 twc-thlrds of. the way “down ﬁhe basin;" dlvlde "South Par‘" from the

" 1. Recently the spellzng Jackson Hole has beoome more common than
Jackson's Hole. The latter form is, hewaver, hlstorlcally correct,
and its use should be continued.

2. The Grand Teton Nationsal Park, which 1ncludes tha;spectacular
portions of the Teton Range, estimates an avarage”of 50 OOO
visitors each season in recent years.
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reét of'the'valley. The Snake River'fises 8 short distanoe'north

of Jaekson Lake, 1n Yellowstone Natlonal Park, and flows through

jJackscn's Hols from Jackson Lake to its southern extremlty. The main
tributarles are Buffalo Fork from the northeast the Gros Véntre from{
;the east and tho Hobaek River from the southeast. Many smaller creeks

v:on both sldes on the Snake vaer help %o swoll 1ts volume &nd 5make it

a serlous obstacle to travel. The.beauty of Jacksm's Hole iotin the -

',wall of mountalns that surround it on all 31des. The Tetons rise.

. Abruptly along the thlrty-flve mlle.front to 7,0007feet above the

western edge of the main portion : of tha valley (north of South Park;.

”’The range, whioh sloPes less steeply toward the west has its hlghest

summlts from one to three miles only in a horlzontal ‘distance from

the. valley floor.- This preclpltous front, combined with the~pomnted

‘summits, abrupt ¢liffs, glaciers; snowfields; and general rugged

aspeot make the . Tetonsothe‘most inSpiring and impressive‘mountains
in the United States, as well ‘as prov1d1ng the best alpina climbing

in the country.‘ Tha resemblance of the Grand Teton to the Matterhorn,

~ both as to appearance and dlfficulty of ascent, is noted by most who

are. familiar w1th both peaks. The mountalns north and east of Jackson

‘lake are gentle, timbered hills about two thousand feet above the lake

level which merge 1nto the nlateaus ovor wh1oh runs the contlnental

‘vdlvlde. The Mt. Leidy nghlands and the  Gros Vantre Mountalns to the

 east of Jackson s Hole,oovar an»exten31ve ares of;rgugh country baforef
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’reaching the northern end of the Wind River Range, which forms the
”:continental d1vide.-'The Gros Ventre peaks are from three %o flve ‘

‘thqusand faet‘hlgherfthal the‘valley~level,‘but.yhey doynot:r;se P

and the Snﬁkeaﬁiiér Méuntains:qn tha’ibwér-ﬁéﬁtefnyborder;&@ﬁblgtq,

| boumds of the ba81n.

Teton Pass (8 600 feet) at the southern end of the Tetons

“ abruptly from it. Thé;Hoback'MOuntains,ﬁn"tﬁe”36§th¢g§t ana{godth“

‘Joins Jackson's Hole with Tetqn Basin, or: Plerre 5 Hole, in Idaho.5;”

The Hoback Rlver flows from a small grassy valley known as Hoback_“

:jlnto the Snake at the southsastern corner of Jackson’s Hole, and
v provldes a natural passage out and over a low d1v1de into the

f,upper Green hlver country.' Unxon Pass, above the headwaters of-

the Gros Ventre,and Twc—gwo-tee Pass beyond Buffalo Ferk are the
best breaks through the Contlnental Dlvide to the Wind RiVer
Valley east.of Jackson's Hole.‘ Both passes are eaSy, though
9,600- feet hlgh but the more than flfty mlles betwaen theﬁ and

the Valley proper make ths trip long and tedious. To the'north-

east and north are the huge areas of high plateaus that attracted '

,Ba31n, but formarly called. Jackson s Little Hols, through a gorgs‘fﬁ,

S

little travel until the modarn tourist wanted to go 1nto the Yellow-'

1stone region. The Snake Rlver and Lew1s River can be ascended in

that dlrection to w1thin 8 short dlstance of Lake Yellcwstone. _1
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. Until the time of its settlement in 188l, Jackson's Hole was
'53vi$itéd lessAfor its cwn.sake then becausa it‘forméd part of eertéin
fwell deflned routss of travel. Its mount31n rlm kept out most 1dle
| wanderers, but for one wishlng to g0, fram ﬁhe Wind River Vhlley or
the Upper Green Rlver country to Pierre's Hole or the forks of the
- Snake Rlver in Idaho, Jackson's Hols could scarcely be av01ded.
It 1s also the mnatural entrance to Yellowstone Park from the south.
" The valley, however, ls not near any of the gnsat transoontinental
’ routes, lylng about halfway betwaen the Onegon Trall, one hundrod
; and flf%y mmles to the south of 1t. and the well—traveled Montana
'vroute along the Yellcwstons and Clark‘s Fork. The north—south trail ““‘
=’i‘:r'om the Yellowstons to the ﬁyoming plalns along the Blghorn Rlvsr.%‘j‘
alab misses Jackson 5. Hole by the same dlstance., The' route along the o ‘ :‘ 7
:fSnake RiVer Plains . to the Beaverhead or Madlsq1 Rivers 1n.Montana v N
yéasses somawhat 010ser to Jackson's H@le, but is separated from it
;by the vallay s most formldable barrier, the Tetons. As yet, no
‘ ra11road has reaohed the valley, but‘durlng the past fén‘years im-
'1proved roads hava steadlly reduced 1ts xnaccess1bllity.q The»"
i beauty of thls mountaln-girt valley and the grandeur of the Tetons
are now beccmlng famlllar to thousands of tourlsts each summer. |
Jackson's Hole in July and Angust appears to be an ideal placa o
in whlch to liva. ~The tsmperature usually rises from about forty f
‘:degrees at’ night o elghty flve 1n the afternoon, but the dry |

atmosphere kaeps tha heat frcm belng in the least oppr9551ve.
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 The grassy slopes which alternate w1th the aspen groves and‘plne
forests to form the borders of the sagebrush flats that constltute
"most of the basin's floor, offer good range to both gama and domestic
 'stook. The lodgepole plne that covars the mountain sides up to 9,000
' feet fﬁrnlsh logs for fuel and constructlon, and the plentlful water

supply from glacier and sprlng-fed streams assures irrigation for o

hay crops. But in the winter the sntlre valley is burled‘under three

to six feet of snow,: Cold spells that send the mercury down to

fi forty or flfty degrees below zero and bllzzards that swesp aoross

 f the flats meke life unpieasant for even the wallfhoused settler; o

VS‘ncirr»shoes ares the means of travel except on a few wa‘ll-paqked‘roads

- whereVSIeigh; can bé‘draWn. The valléy tﬁaws out about the middle
of Aprll but some . of the passes retsin their snow covering untll the‘
_\mlddle of June, and the hlghar portlons of the Tetons above tlmberline
. have many Snowflelds that never dlsappear.~ There is llttle act1v1ty
“in w1nter.' Except’ for those that trap, there is 11ttle to do but walt

" for spring..



rII. Ere of the Fur Trade

The story of Jackson's Hole during the countless past millen-
1ums ‘has ‘been told by the geologlsts. 1t con51sts ‘of heroic action
by oceans, mountalns, glaclers, rlvers, that has flnally glvcn us

5

’-the valley's present form. A history of human sctivity 1n the ‘
_region, howaver, need not go back so very far. After a. brief glance 4

at its indlan life, LLE can begin w1th 1ts discovery in 1807 by a f-"‘
i White man and ccntinue through the varlous phases of fur trapplng,;
neglect, re-exoloratlon, prospectlng and sattlement to the present
whlch features conservatlon and recreation. |

No Indlans had pexmanant villages in. Jaokson 8 Hola as the win-

ters were much too severe for camfort but there is plenty of evidence~

to- shGW'that they frequently traversed the valley and often established"

'.temporary camps., Humerous arrowheads and domestic 1mplements on the

east shore of Jackson Lake lead to a belief that this was prcbably a
6.

favorite camping site, near as 1t i to the best hunting, fishing

‘and trapping in ths régicn. The Indians, who at various times guided

partles from the Green vaer to the Snake, usually ohose to go through L

' the Jackscn‘s Hole, and it is certaln that there were  several Indlan ‘

tralls~through the valleijhich‘were followed by later trappers and

ngglorers.‘7' '

© 5. The Tetons were upllfted by & faulting along their eastern side to

s a height of about 14,000 feet above the valley. Erosion has worn
~them down to about 7,000 feet. Jackson's Hole was: then several
thousand. feet higher than its present level, but has been constantly
lowered by the action of the Snake River. Two glacial movements -
filled the northern end of the valley in. Pleistocent times. A
recent period of glaciation is now dying out in the small glaclars
of the Teton Rangs.

6. A collection of these is on display at the Jenny Lake Museum of

Grand Teton National Park. A larger collection is in the possession

of Mr. Lewrence of Moran. Many arrowheads have also been found on
the Snake River nearest Teton Pass.
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Most of the area to the éoﬁtheast(and south and southwest of
Jacksonfs-Holé, that»ié; thé valleys of thé Wind; Green, Bear ‘and
‘Snake Rivers, was occupled by rov1ng bands of Shoshane, Snakes and
 vBannocks, allied. trlbes that had to wander ﬁidely over rather barren
:cauntry to maintain themselves. ° They probably hunted and fished in‘
Jackson's Hole at irregular intervals, and the bands from the Snake |
River reglons must have crossed it often on their way to»hUnt,buffalo
‘in'the Wiﬁd and Gréen'River Valleys;. The Nez Perce ah& Flatheads from 
the mountain reglons of northern Montana, Idaho ‘and Washlngton may R
have been occasional v1sitors 1n early times. After ths establzshment
of the annual trappers' rendezvous, in- the elghteen twenties and thlrties,
‘ they frequanted the area often, and appear a number of times in the
v,hlstory of" Jackson's Hole durlng that perlod. They were intellectually
‘and morally, the highest type of Indians in the mountalns. ‘The Crows '
. centered‘around the valley of the Blghorn, but thelr huntlng andiwarring |
| parties traveled over wide areas and certalnly wcre famlllar with Jaek-
son's Hole, - The ancient enemy of +the Crows, the Blackfeet kept their o
main villages in central and northern Montansa and up 1nto Canada. They

wore the 1nveterate flghters of the mountalns, however, ‘and were constantly

Te - Indlans guided early trappers in Jackson s.Hole since the days of
~ the Astorians in 1811. Irvings Astoria p. 271. Most of the sarly.
Western exploratlons followed along Indian routes, some ‘of them
woll enough used to be called roads. Ibid. p. 261.
8. A good brief account of the habits and locations of the mountain
© ~tribes is found in Chittenden, American Fur Trade, page 850 ff.u




. ;ohtthé:tfail 1ooking f@rFCrows,‘Flafheads,<shoshbnes or laﬁer,
\‘ §ééficahs; to molest. The tribe of Blackfeet mo st oftan in Jackson s
o Hole was the Gros Ventre, a warlike: clan that fraquently traversed the
iv;valley on its way to vis1t the Arapahoes. The most dlreet route for

. them would have been up the Blghorn Basln, but the locatlon of the Graw

Natlon there forced them %o make a w1de detour 1ncluding Jackson's Hole.

7?T;That huntlng partles of hostlle tribes may have met -and fought in the
jvalley is hlghly probable, but 31nce it ‘was not near “the headquarters‘i
‘?;‘of any trlbe,‘lt is unlikely that any major Indlan battle evar toak
, 'place,there.( Thelr arrows were spent on deer, elk, antelope &nd grouse,
f and occa31ona11y buffalo.,:Lhe grlzzlies, black bear, mountaln lions,~
‘;wolves and ccyotes ‘were n@t bothered as & rule, nor ware the beaver,.f
'martln, minky marmot, or skunk much prized in the period before the
‘wﬁite man, Thus Jackson's Hole idled away the years untll 8 strange

,figure presaged the comlng of & new ers.

In the fall or w1nter of 1807 John Colter looked to the west. from

.x‘the‘top of a gentle pass along the Wind Rlver Mountalns and in the dls-~
 Etanca-saw'a 31lvery'peak flaatlng high above the horlzon. -He was a.
 iybung hunter who had crossed the . contlnent w1th Lewis and Clark, return—'
‘Llng as far as the Mlssourl, spent the w1nter cf 1806 -07 trapping and
,huntlng along that stream w1th two companions, JOlned Manual Lisa's
iiparty the follcw1ng sprlng, reascended ths Mlssouri and YéllOWStOne to
; the mouth of the Bighorn where Ft. Mannal Llsa was bullt and was now

 A3{engaged‘on a trip through the Crow country tOAdrum up,trade for the new
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' post na'jburﬁey‘which had brought him up the Bighorﬁ and Wind Rivers
1to the v1cln1ty of Union Pass and hlS flrst view of the Teton. From
there he descended the Gros Véntre to Jackson s Hole, crossed oVer
Teton Pass to Pierre s Hole, came baok aoross the northern end of the“
‘Tetons proper to the upper end of Jaokson Lake, and thence to Ysllow-
stone Lake and baok to Fort Manual. Sometlma in 1808 Colter made his  ‘
ffamous sscape from the Blackfeet after hav1ng been taken prlsoner by
wthem near the Threeforks of the Mlssouri- 2 Prior to that eplsode, | 5. .
,while in company w1th 8 band of Crdws, ha h&d been forcad to flght - :
a large band of Blackfeet, and had recelved Y wound in the 1eg. 10 | ~,> B
'Thls flght occurred after his long Journey that took him througﬁ
Jackson s Hole and the Yollowstone region on a separate trip in the
Sprlng of 1808 to the Threeforks of the I hssourl.
‘The»ov;dence of ColterVS'long_Jourooy tha# made himothe dis-
coverer of5Jackson's Hele rests largely onlﬁeneral William Clark'

Vmap,ll of the Lew1s and Clark expedition to which he added a route

marked Colter s Route 18G7. Clark had not. been.over thls new reglon

9. A full account .of this eplsode is given in Bradbury, Travels
.~ in the Interior of America p. Ll. 'Colter, stripped naked, wes
Placed several yards ahead of a pack of Bleckfeet braves, and
- told to run for his life. Outdistancing all but one pursuer,
whom he turned on and killed with the Indian's own spear; Colter
at last reached the Madison River,‘81x miles away, where he hid
. under a log raft with hie head just above the water. From there
 without gun or clothing, save for a blanket he gr&bbed from the
man he slew; he made his way back to Ft. Manual.
'10. Thomas James in Three Years Among the Indiens end Mexicans placed
: this Pight between the Gallatin and Madison, where the site was
pointed out to him in 1810 by Colter himself. 'Dale,. Ashlsy Smith
: Explorations, p. 28. :
11. This 1s Gen. Clark's map of 181& It can be found, among other
. places, in the back of vol. IV Elliot Coues, ed. History of the «
Expedltlon Under the Commend of Lewis and Clark, W.Y. F. Ha Harper 1893




10,
‘of Colter's, but he had talked with Colter about it after he (the
Latters) return to st Louis in 1810. The map is. full of errors,

.Jackson Lake labeled Lake Blddle, is drained by e branch of the Blg-

horn; Plerre s Hole 1s at the headwaters of the Rio Grande - del Norte,

- and numerous other mlstakes of dralnage and scale are made. But never-

theless, the location of the mountain ranges, of Lake Biddle and. mustis
' Lake (Jackscn and Yellowstcne Lakes) and the placlng of the route so
thgt-;t fel;s alcng-g;reascneble ccurse, makeﬂ;t quite.apparent,that ;
‘“Colﬁer cfeseed‘Jackeeg?s“ﬁelecehd follcwed the[foete as ouﬁlined above,

‘vH.C.Dale ;gk‘f‘iﬁflﬁenced by the dreinegekpatte;n of the map, does not
o élace”Colter‘aﬁ eny time.on tﬁe PacifiC‘slope of the divide cr even on
the;west,side of Leke:Yellowstcne. ,The,ﬁeight of reason.acd authority
do nef support 513 thesis, however. In addiﬁicn to‘the map, we know
that Colter told of seeing geysers and hot sprlngs, vhich checks per~
vfectly with the generally accepted 1nteroretation of his rcute.

A recent blt of evidence has turned up in the form of a head-

shaped stone, on one 31de of which is carved JNO Colte across the
 widest part and balow that an'R,vand,on the other’side'lBOB. This/‘
stone was ploughec uﬁ in the sp;ing cf 1923 by & homesteader IBion the
edge of an aepen'grove‘in Pisrre's Hole (now called Teton Basin),
' ‘buried about elghteen inches deep in the soil. It was kept‘by the

dlscoverer because of 1ts resemblance to & human head, which had been

-'accentuated by a notch to indicate the mouth. He did not know who

12. Dale Asley-bmlth &xplorations, pe. 27 ff.
13, Mr. William Beard Tetonia, Idsho.
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001ter wus, and had not 8 nelghboring ranehmanlgotxceﬁ it in hls

\‘fhouse several menths later, 1t mlght ea511y have been thrown away.

uﬂ to the museum of the Grand Teton National Park in Jackson's Hole. The

As it was, the f1nder gave 1t to hxs nelghbor who donated 1t in turn

“ustone has every appearance of belng genuine. It was found in an 1deal

;}oamplng aito -near & stream at the base of the Tetons...This new=ev1dencb'

o '>‘stcengthens the supp031tion thax Colter was near Piarrs s Hole and Jack~

f:son's Hole, but 1ts date 1808 does not slmplify the chronology. There

. his exploits in the your 1807 and 1808. Chittenden. 16 thinks that colter’ﬁ L

‘is a complete disagreement mmong Colter s hlstorians as to the dates of

‘“{:forossed Jackson‘s Hole w1th a party of. Crows 1n the fall of 1807, had

'{7 fthe flght wlth the Blackfeet in Pierre s Hole, returned ‘Prom there to ; 1€

K th, MAnual alona, and 1n the summer of 1808 made hls mlraculous escape

-*,ax the Three Forks. Thwaltes 17 places the long journey of 1807 during

"‘;Dalei ERS

"the summer months and puts the Blackfoot escape in the sprlng of 1808.

18 denylng that Colter got as far west as Jaokson's Hols, puts g

' }{the Crowuslackroot battle. at the end of Colter's 1807 trip and the

fifThrea Forks episoda a year: later, Vinton 19 places the start of the

‘\1807 trlp as late as’ Novamber, for 1t took Lias many months to

" ascend the Mlssouri that year. Acoordlng to him, Colter made the

/vtrlp on showshoes, arriving back on the Blghorn shortly after the , "'

e Mr. A, Lyon of Tetonia

15, Lo ‘ ,

16, Chittenden; Americen Fur Trade, p.1715»32]
:17." Thwaites, Barly Western Traveis, vol.
' '18. ' Dale, Ashley-Smith Explorations, p. 28
,’19,‘ Vintonf"?ﬁﬁﬁ CoIferT'ﬁT“ES"TTT’ 3




.

tflrst of the year, took part in the Crow—Blackfoot f1ght near the Three

".i;Forks 1n the Sprlng ef 1808, and made his escape in the same locality

“u;f'in the summer or fall. The Vinton account seems to be -much the best

U‘explanaticn. It gives credit o the Clark map, and glso fitg the ap- .

. parent fact that Llsa's arrivel at ‘the B1g Horn wae late and tha,
f?Indlan battle tOOk place near the Three Forks.» The stene eould have"

'I_been carved while Coltor was cemped rlght on the map s route shortly after‘_

' ‘¢the first of the year 1808 welting, perhaps,ln a sheltered camp’ for

ﬁfea bllzzard %o blew over.' The Journey was not a trapping expedltlon,"
but a qulok ‘Sour’ ef the tribes to glve them 1nformation abeut the newrﬁ'w
| POSt. For such a trlp, a man on showehees in w1nter, a men en snewehoes‘n;
can travel more rapidly and comfortably than by foot in the summer.“je;ﬁ
: Brackenbpldge 20», says, "Thls man‘w1th F pack of thlrty pounds weight
‘f“his gﬁn; eﬁdfeeme emmunltlon went upwards of flve-hundred miles to the

“1Crow Natlon, gave them 1nformation, and proceeded from thence to

' .several ether tribes. He could heave handled that pack and covered

T}the dlstance with greater ease on snow that cevered the underbrueh o
'L;and 1eveled the slopes than through the slash and brush. Ax thls

f'period trappers stlll follewed the Canadian habit of uszng oanoes 1r

~[e1n the summer and snowshoes in the wlnter. The mounted trapper had not

nyet-made>his appearance. : : .

i John Colter and his’ adventures make a fascinat1ng subjeet on f}ff

[iuhieh there mey 1n the future turn up soms more mueh-needed informatlon.':">

R :,Uncertam as We are. ef the detamls and chronology of his wanderlngs i't:

20. Chittenden, American Fur Trade, p. L2 ff.




j,saems se.fe to assert that John Colter did ns:Lt Jackson's Hole and

- was the first white man +o do 80, When? The answer 1s a guess, but

sometlme near Chrlstmas Day 1807 or New Year 8 1808 ssems to be the

e 21
_post at the Three Forks untl.!. the fe.ll of 1810. The un’crapped ter- Q

 host111ty of the Blackfeet kspt them from g01ng far aflald- 80 1t is
'fgunllkely that any of them got as far soubh as Jackson s Hole.- The Blaok-‘

1foot hostillties became 8o costly and deadly that the Three Forks po-" |
1¥31tion was abandoned in the fall of 1810. Andrew Henry led the trappers
"fran there to a 31te on the north, or Henry, fork of Snake R1ver where:

_ several log bulidings were erected. After a hard w1nter, the narty

ﬁ‘broke up, Henry going down the Mlssourl mth oxe band the other groups

;13.

best we oan offer. =

 The trappers of' 1sa 5 company remamed at Ft. Manual and a now

1tory on ‘che headwaters of the Mlssourl f‘urm.shed many beaver but the

worklng towm\d Senta Fe, and stlll o’chers crossmg the mountains to the

east on thelr way back to the sta.tes. We ‘know that a;t least one‘of

these part:.es, comnstlng of John Hoback Edward Roblnson, and Jacob
22’ i

‘Rezner, :went by way of Jackson‘s Hole . This, the second kncvm v:Lsi’c

of whlte men to the valky occurred durlng the early sprlng of 1811.

Moumhle Wllson Prlce Hunt was’ assembllng a party in r\hssoun 'bo

‘ carry 1n‘bo effect hls half of John Jacob Astor s dream 23. Astor had

o ‘,declded to establish a post at the mount of the Columbia which would

el Chittenden, American Fur Trade; p. U2 £f.
. 22. They recogniZed the localIfy in the fall on thelr return.

Irvmg, Astoria, p. 366,
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, 301n 1n trade the furs of the mountalns and the r1ches of the Drlant.

. In furtherance of this plan he sent one expedltion by sea and this
, second expedit1on by land. Hunt started from St. Louls on March 12
1811, On March 18 the party met John Colter who had married end settled

;down near LaCharatte. He may have told them of Jackson’s Hole.‘ Fhrther

’77fup the rlver on May 26th they plcked up Hobsack, Roblnson and Rezner and

'1nducad them tc Join the expedltlon. At the Auucara v1llages the party

,‘procured horses &nd set out overland across what is now South D&kota

 f'and norﬁhern Wyomlng. Besmdes>Wilson Price Hunt the laader, there

‘ ;\"were four other partners, Donald McKen21e, Ramsey Crooxs, Rabert McLellan :

and Joseﬁh Mlller, tha interpreter Plerre Dorion w1th hls Indlan wlfe‘;

~ ang two chlldren, the hunters John Day. Alexander Carson, Ben Jones, o
'John Read,;gnd,m@ny‘others.v The antlre party, most of whpm we:e Frsnch-5 _
‘Canadians, numbsered over seventy and had wiﬁhfthemfgt,thefs£3rt'sevanty; ‘

' six pack horses, laden with equipment. Thisvlaige"and‘Biumsy{expedition

reached Union Pass on September 16. Here they obtained their first view

6r'the*Tetoﬁs,'ﬁhich Hunt named Pilot Knobs. Instead 6f‘heading dom

*fjthe Gros Ventre, however, to Jackson s Hole, they descended 1nto the

‘:'Green River Valley. On the twenty fcurth, after & rest of several dqys,
; the party crossed tha low d1v1de into Hoback ba31n and on the twenty—slxth
of beptember reached the Junctlon of the Hoback Rlver W1th the Snake in

"1'7 Jackson s Hole. -

' 23. Washington Irving's Astoria is still the best account of this- Venﬁure.fj B

First published in. 1836, This volume,’ together with his Adventures of

Captain Boneville provided the .only information on Rocky Mountain

Tifs thel was available to the general public. N. P. Langford in

his official report in 1872 (U.8. Geol. Survey of:the Terr. vol. vi.

p. 87) states that their only knowledge of %he regians from Irving
v.and a. few old trappers. ,
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rrHoback had recognized the formorvstraam asbhav1ng been followed by hlm :
'that sprlng in roturnlng from Bt. Henry, and 80 h1s name was bestowod on ,';
| it by the othor members of the’ party. [Nl | |
A camp was mado -on the banks of the Mad River 2h.as Hont namodfthe'
h?énake, and the expoditlon took another rest.- There had not been enough '
- horses +to go completely around for every member of the party, so that

"*thore was qulte a b1t of dissatlsfactlon with the mods of travel espec-:

?{\}ially on the part of tho Ganadlans who ware used to canaos rather than

”"‘“horses or foot A demand, thereforo, arose to eontlnue the Journey by

lboat down the rlver, and trees were felled and started to be hollowed out
:’vln ordor to carry out tho schemo. In the meantlmo John Day, Plerre Dorlan,
“and John Reed had gone doun stream along the cenon of the snako to report
":on the possibllity of nav1gat1ng 1t. They returned, conwlnood that tho
hpassage could not be made, a report which was corroborated by fwo Snake
,Indlans who wandored 1nto oamp.: The attempted navigatlon was, thorefore,'ﬁ
rt glvon up in splto of the proteats of Mlller and on Ootobor fourth the ex-
' pedition broke camp and followod the two Snakes over Teton Pass to Fort
’ Hanry. Before the dep&rture'from the valley, ‘Hunt had\detailed Alexander‘;
Carson, Louls St. Mlohel, P:erre DeLauney and Plerre wetava to stay behlnd .
‘“and spend the w1nter trapping through tho v1cin1ty before procoedlng on
%o the Columbla. & - These. four men undoubtedly remalned in Jackson s Holé
for some timo as beaver must have been plent1fu1 in thls virgln terrltory.

: /’Thay probably wintered near an Indlan v111age outslde the valley for :

2h The Snake is not partioularly sw1ft or turbulent at this polnt.
25. Irv1ng, Astorla, P 371 (Rovisod Ed. . 1868)
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/DeLanney acquired.an Indien wife. In the,epring they were robbed

: byléfowsfand the upper Missouri 'andeeteye'weefkilled; The rest.

‘3fwere found by another party of Astorlans.

Although:the expedltxon ‘broke up 1nto varlous parties et differ-

 ent places alonglthe Snake River, none " of them wandered baek to the
_nelghborhood‘of the Jackson s Hole until & small return party under

 36bert Stuart arrrveé at the junetion ef the Salt with the Snake RiVer

fat the mouth of the eanon  15the Snake, nat twenty- five mllee from

thelr eamp in Jackson s Hole the year before.'“eé Thls was an °eptember

’ej:eighteenth 1812. The party, hewever, was lost, so they followed down

‘_:%the Snake Rlver until they came to Hunts route of the year before, after
"ewhich they dbtalned thelr bearlngs and reached Plerre 8 Hole at the end
‘of the month. -The party at this po1nt consisted of Stuart Crooke, i
Mlller, McLellan, Leclere and two others. McLellan became annoyed at .
the reet and went on’. e.head f‘rem Plerre‘s Hole a.cross Teton Pass, through

fthe Jackson's Hole and up the Hoback to Green Rlver where he was found

';; exhausted by the others on October thlrteenth. He probably passedwthrough'

' ”_e Jackson's Hole about October thlrd. The~ma1n pafty, whieh‘ﬁee*delayed j:fev

b C'rook'-'s ifll'ness was in 'bhe velley about October seventh;. They- must
v hxve been a sorry looklng outflt, wearled by a month of'almless wander-'
'“;1ng without forewerd progrese, and- half starved by their 1nab111ty to -

H:&killlgmne,‘wh1ch-for some reason was scarce at that partlcular time.

~ 26. ‘Irving, Astoris, p. 52k (Revised Ed. 1868, Putnam)




’1,”of any v151tors to Jacksen's Hole».

o share of the. pelts. ‘
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These slx Astorians d1d oot llnger in Jackson's Hole, but hurried off
‘:; after McLeilan. After almost starv1ng, plenty of trouble w1th the Crows;
;and a w1nter on the Plalns, the entlre party flnally reached St. Louls,
April 30, 1815.; | | ‘ L
The return of the Astorians marks the end of the flrst phase 1n the
.history of~Jeckson's Hole‘ The vallsy had been explored on all four
%81des, Colter hav1ng v151ted the eestern, western and northern &pproaches,
'7and Hoback the seuthern. The large size of the Astorian expeditlon guar~
’anteed the spread of 1nformat10n conoernlng 1ts looation and descriptiOn
among the mountaln men, for geographical knowledge traveled fast among
| . those~whOSe 1iv11hood«depended on it Eraollal? to&l@@h.ye heve‘netrecord
27 “During eh;£5p;£i8a fhere wers many
A trappers working out of posts along the Mlsseurl and: Yellowstone rlvers.‘(
It is not 1ikely that they needed to come &s far as Jackson s Hole to
find g00d trepplng territory, although 1t does saem probable that the
neighboring trlbes 1ncreased thelr 1ntexests in the besver and sent |

,partles out to r1ch loeallties such- as Jaokson s Hole, to collect their

The beaver which was now: belng sought in the Rocky Mountaln and
Pacifio reglons, lives in streams and ponds of cool tlmbered lands suchh
as enolrcle Jackson 5 Hole.l A hundred pound pack of elghty beaver skins .
_.brought from three %o flve hundred dollars at market. The'only essentxels

needed by the trapper be31des gun and ammunition were traps, whlch cost

L 27.. J. O R August 1819 was found carved on a tree near the falls of ‘the
“Yellowstone in Yellowstone National Park. The unknown ‘trapper, if
the carving is authentic, would not have been likely to continue

 from Here to Jackson's Hole, however. Chittenden and Richardson,
Yellowstone National Park, p. 36. s '
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about fifteen dollars aplece, and castorum, or odorous gland seeretlon,

"readily obtalned from beaver, 'ce be used a.s balt. 28 In- addltlon to beaver ‘

pelts, there was & ready market for bear sklns, mrtln and mink fur, and

. castorum for perfume. i

Prior to 1822 all oi‘ the fur trade in. the mounbaln country had been

1n the h&nds of the Hudson Bay Fur Compe.ny, an s.malgamatlon of‘ the old

- company of that name with the new’ Northwest or XY cannany and the Mn.ssourl
‘ Fur c-ompany.' The formar company controlled not only all of the trade of

g the British Terrltory west of Ce.na.da, but that of the entire Oregon ~

' l;'Country and most of the Blackfoot trade .‘m Montana as wall. Tha Mlssourl

“Fur Comps.ny oi‘ S’c Louls under Manual Llsa's guida.nce worked the reglons
of the Mlssouri s.nd 1ts tributarles.j John Jacob A,stor s American Fur :

Company had been in exlstsnee smce 'hhe 1ll—fated Astoria anterprise, but o

its’ power was not felt in the mounta.lns untll a later date.f Thos,q com=

panies operated from fortlflad posts, using both trapp],ng parties of

their own and trade with the;lnd‘ians to obtain 'the‘ir svtaple,f Although

o l:hé bou»rgesois; ‘o'r'pést ‘coi:mlan;:iérs‘,;we're generally Bi‘it‘ish or Amemcan,
the greai\maj’oriﬁquf ’Crappers, ’voy'a:geur's apd camp keepe‘rs‘we;rle; ny'e_”hgh- ;
, Cénadians or-half-bre‘éds (‘Frenché[‘ndir_a;ns). ’;‘;",In_cyoﬁséquenc‘e the‘ él&inls |
»ra.nd Rockies north of.' the Spam.sh exploratlons were covered w1’ch Prench
- Hame s t) the exclusion of all others except a f‘ew Ind:.an nomenclatures.
'lr‘h.a.ny of these orlglnal names ware ‘soon trmslatad by the Amencan
:trappers, but it should be remembered that Yellowstone ?, Blg Horn, 2

”Blackf‘oot CI‘OW, and many others are merely translations of ‘French

28. Chittenden, Fur lrade, p. 318 ff. ' :
" 29. Roche,]aune, Crosse C orhe, R:.nere Ronge, Pieds Noir, Corbeau
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io‘riginals. Nez Perce, Gros Ventre; Grand Teton, Platta, ot cetera,;
have remalned unchanged. J Fi '

B #hen and by whom the Tetons were ﬁsmed is not-known; but the
‘phrase, "les tr01s Tetons", probably came 1ntd use early in: ﬁhe fur
‘era, after the Astorlans : As seen from the west the Grand Teton and
’the.Middle and South Teton 1mmediately to ths ‘south of it, were con~"
“eelved of as resembllng three teats. The appelatlon is not appropriate
"1f the mountains are viewed from: the Jackson Hole 51de. The Grand Taton
was the only member of the trlo des;gnated by a separate name, and ths
rengse itself beyond the three tetons dld not have the name applled to
it until much 1ater. The mountains did not derlve their name from the
’Teton Indlans, who dld not frequent that locallty.‘ The Gros Ventre

Rlver and. the mountalns, however, were named dlrectly after the trlbe:*

that oftenrcrossed them. Agaln‘the applicgtlon‘of the neme to the streaﬁf

" and range génvonly'be p;éced ihdefinitely §omewhere in £he twenties or
thirties. So far as is khoWntﬁhqré was\littie jﬁstification'in gifihg
thé‘tribe thié'name which‘ajmore polite Frenchmen of the second Empire
-woﬁld ha&e refined to “gﬁbnpoihtﬁ. |

| Snake River dndeewis Fofk (df thQ Columbia) were names at firs£ 
applied intéfchangeably“ to Vthep wholé river, the one dervi've“d f'rém‘ the" '
Indlan tribe and the other from Meriwegther Lewis who crossed 1t near
1ts mouth, Later, the term Lew1s' Fork wes confined to the south fork

through Jackson 8 Hole, the north belng Henry's Fork after AnerW'Henny

'.who wlntered there (1810 11). At present the two branches are d631gnatedg"

as south fork and north fork of the Snake River. The Hoback Rivar re-
30

¢oived its neme from the»Astorlans ~.l,The other froper names in
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e Jackson's Hole, 1nclud1ng that term itself were ngen at deflnlte dates,

:'a.nd will be referred to later, in the appropria‘te places.

In 1822 Andrew Henry, who had Just formed & partnership w1th Hilliam.‘
ZH.‘Ashley 31 led a party up. the Mlssourl to the mouth of the Yellowstonei
‘ where a*post was<establlshed.: Joined by Ashley the;next year they moved
up to the Big Horn River, from whlch point the trappers scattered in all
. dLrectlons for the fall hunt. - Btienne Provost's party probably discovered,
dSouth Pass, the flat plateau between the Sweetwater and Big Sandy R1Vers

,that became a v1ta1 point 1n the Oregon Trall but the:e is no rumor or
_record that any cf them entered Jackson s Hole. In the spring of 182&,‘
“Ashley dSCIded to abandon the type of trapping that centered areund a
post, and sent his men out in mounted bands to trep over W1de1y separated
areae in the Green Riyeg;;Snake Riyer,'and'Great Salt Lake Valleys. 32 |
Theee bahds‘wefe:to neeteeach~8ummer et.a previously designdted'rendezvous
wﬁere they would turn in thelr pelts and receive their next years' sup~-
plies. These rendZVOas from 182h to 18bD became the most plcturesque
feature of mountain 1ife.' None,ﬁererever he;d in daekson ‘s Hele, put
' close te 1t in every directlon. Afte} a few years,rthey’deveieéed into
1engthy July camps attended by men of all compan;es 1n the regicn,'"free“
:trappars R and Indiens to the number often of four hundred whltes, and a
theu§and natives. During the rest of the year the trappers wandered in

greupsfof from four to six to th;rty or forty. All weredmounted‘and well

30, ‘Irving, Astoria, P. %66

'31. General Wilson Henry 4shley was born in Virginia in 1778. He
early moved to St. Louis where by 1822 he had become ‘commander
of the- State Militia and Lleutenant Governor. He was in the




" s tlons, p- 59 ffo
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 armed ‘as they needsd to be, for they were constantly sub;ected o open
ii»attack or stealthy thmev1ng from the Indlans.' About half the party
5ﬁfwou1d lay out and take in the traps and shoot the game while the other T

. half, the camp'keepers, PrePared ‘the skins and cooked the food._‘:' PR

;- Such was the typs of life that Ashley 1naugurated when he abandoned

'iihis w1nter post in the sprlng of’ 182h and headad down the Green River.'
‘ﬁfﬁWhmle most of the trappars went South into the reglons of the lcwer Greén
-,_f River and the Great Salt Lake, Jededlah Smlth and six men spent the .

“ '}sprlng and early summer trapplng along the headwaters of the Snake,
| ?tthat is in the Jaekson's Hole area.‘sa They probably stayed in: the

' j;;valley untll time for the app01nted rendezvous in July. u

Jededlah S. Smlth, 3& the man who thus began the hunt for beaver

3  in Jackson‘s ‘Hole that was destlned to send & steady stream of trappers '

| 1nto the 1ocallty fer the next twenty years, was perhaps, the most

fur trade from 1822 to 1826 and repre sented his district in Congress
- 1831-37. General Ashley died in 1838. His last wife, who survived
him, later married Senator Crlttenden.' Dele, AShley—Smlth Explora-

‘_ 32. The best chronological sccount of the: actxv&tles of these various&

perties of trappers from the adoption. of the reridezvous in 182l to.
the dissolution of the Rocky Mountain Fur Company in 183k is in
Chittenden, American Fur Trade, pp. 271-305, General Chittenden.

" has obtained his material on this ‘period from the letters and jour=-, fp;'
" nals of Smlth, Wyeth, Stuart, Larpenteur, Ross, Fontenelle, Cbonteau, -

etc; from of ficial company records, early St. Louis newspeper files,
and other original sources. He does not always stick to the docu-.

mentary evidence, however, so his brosd conclusions must be carefully. '

checked against the published sources and such recent: wrlters as ¢
Dale, Alter and Chent. ‘The text above and following records only

those visits of trappers to Jackson's Hole that are based on reliable
evidence or are the geographicelly certain consequences trips betweanf

two known positions.
33. Chittenden, American Fur Trade, p. 271
u, Dale, AshleyASmith mxploratlons, pe 179 fe.
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blnterastlng flgure in the mountaln trade. A young men of rlgid

el e

Methodist upbrlnglng, ho was unlque among hls fraternlty An his "; 

o religious naturo and constant use of the Blble. About thls time ho

‘<suoceeded Henry as Ashley‘s partner and from 1826 to 1830 ran the '

bu51ness in oonJunction w1th Dav1d E. Jackson and William L. Sublatts. o

His chief fame rests ‘upon hls exploits fran 1826 to 1829 when he crossed '

i 1the desert from Great Salt ‘Lake to San Diego, twioe crossed the Great

- Bas1n from Salt Leke to central Callfornia and maﬁe a remarkable journey'
u‘_fron Callfornla to. the Columbla, the 1ast half of 1t from the Umpqua
\Rlver north belng made alone and destltute.»,Most‘of the terrltory'ho
traversed had neVer been seen before by white.men. Smlth met an early
vdeath at ‘the hands of" the Indlans on the Clmarron in 1831.

After the sprlng of 182h the trappers met on the’ Green Rlve} near |
‘the Blg ‘Sandy for thelr first annual rendezvous. When they broke up »
again, Smith went back up through Hobaok Bas1n to Jaokson's Hole,§5..
The parfy did not stay long in the valley thls tlma, but crossed Teton
1 .Pass to ‘the P1erre s Hole and the Snake RAver Plalns. The next known

vis1t to Jackson s Hole was a year later, after the rendezvous on Green,

River in 1825 when Thomas Fltzpatrlok and Jim Brldger lod a band of about

 thirty men 1nto the valley 36. ~They trapped throughout the surroundlng

~ forests for séveral.weeks'or‘more before»cpnt;nulng_north'lnto the Yollowbrﬁ

' _'stone country.

. 35. Dale, Ashley-smlth bxploratlons, p‘,95 R
. 36, Alter, Jamss Hrldger, T %5
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This first appearance of Jim Bridger in Jackson's Hole marked
ftho beg1nn1ng of his long aund intlmate acqualntance with the valley
vfor the next thirty-frve years. Jim Brldger was a typlcal trapper,
71111terate and coarse, but full of practical knowledge and daring.( ﬁe
.was as good a trapper and trader as any, but hzs fame in history would
not have surpassed those -of his contemporarles in the trade had he not

llved beyond the fur era to operate his famous post on the Oregpn Trall

31

B and act as guide on many governmeant expedltlons. For the next three

years, the center- of activity was moved down to the area -around the ;
Great Salt Lake. The 1826 rendezvous was held 1n Ogden Valley near the
Great Salt lake. It was here that the &mitthackson—W.L. Sub;etﬁe'partner_
~ ship sucéeeded to the businsss built up by.kshléy. §8>The rendezvous of
1827 and 1828 took place on the shores of the Great Salt Lake. The hunxé
‘during these years covered the valleys of the Green, Bear and Snake Rivers
| 4and the Wasatch, Uinta and Wyoming Ranges. They may or‘may'not have
'reached into Jackson's Holé. Sﬁith attended the 1827 rendezvous in bg—“‘
tﬁeen trips‘to California, and there arranged to meet his bartnérs tﬁp
_years later at the head of the Snake. 39‘Aftervtﬁé 1828 meeting, from
whi&h;ﬂﬁith was absent, Sublette returﬁed to St./Louié,,and backson with
0

" one band of tra‘ppefs headed north toward the 'Jackson's' Hole country. Ly

#hether or not they wintered in the valley is undetermined, but they spent

37. Alter, James Bridger. Bridger finally retired to Westfort, Mo. where
' he died July I7, 1881 -
38. Chent, Early Far West, p. 217 ‘
39. Chittenden, American Fur Trade, p. 288. This contemplated meeting
: has caused many writers to refer to Jackson's Hole as the site of
the 1829 rendezvous, among them being Frederick Turner, Rise of the
New West - =
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e great deal of their time there end were certainly in the vallsy during

b.the sprlng and early swmer of the next year, 1829

Sublette arrlved w:th a large outflt frun St. Louls at the Popo Agie

" _near the east~base of ﬁhe Wind River Mountalns, where the various bands

had.agréedyto ren&ezvous(’ Jackson, either misunderéﬁgnding the locatian

of the rendezvous or weiting for Jedediah Smith to show up from his two
‘Jyear journay, dld not appear at the Popo Agle assembly, so, when the ren-
dezvous was,over, William Sublette,wlth‘a large party 1nclud1ng Fitzpatrick,

4!J1m Bridger, Joseph L. Meek, 31 who was a iéd'just‘starting~his mbuntaiﬁ‘
_career, and many others, crossed the div1de ‘near Union Pass and went down

>§1nt0 the valley uhich Sublette now ‘nemed. Jackson 5 Hole.ihl They met Jack~

‘%son's Party camped there, probably camped on the Laka to which Sublette

?also gave hls partner s neme. -

| David Jankson is a comparatlvely obscure fignre, whose p031t1§n as

8 partner of Jededlah Smith and W, L. Sublette attests hls character and

‘ ability, He eVidently first ceme to the mountains in 1823 wlth Ashley,

‘ ' but where he spent the remalnder Of‘hls 11fe-after:leaving~them in 1830 is

not known. His‘signaturé L3 is rotvso well-formed as Smith's or Sublstte's
and leads to the belief that he recéived.only slight education.. Jéékson
did not ﬁndgrtake any‘sensational explorations like Smith, nor did he be-

‘cémeban influential'business man like Sublette, but he Pérf°rmed'his'sﬁﬁre

' hD; Dale, Ashle - Smith Explorations, p. 283
la. 1Ibid, p. '28}73 ,
2. Hafen and Chent Broken Hand, p. 19

L3, Chittenden, American Fur Trade, p. 281
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; Qf:thé work weil and Was é premiﬁent man in.the:fur trade while the
:partﬁérship iasteda He deserves to: have the valley known by his name,
Z}zr certaznly no man of whom we havevfecord engoyed a longer perlod of

8 resxdence in the valley at- any time in this entlre period. Hls knowledge |

‘ of Jackson's Hole and 1ts vlclnity was probably more complete than that

.of any of hls oontemporarles.,:K

Sublette remained at Jackson;s camp for ssvaral;wﬁeks, waiting for
‘Smith, adcéfding,to the pbéar}éngéd pién of 1827;'Bu£‘onithé 1é£ter's
failure to'appéar,‘the éombiﬁed pafties abandonéd camp and moved over

Teton Pass’to Piérre's Hole. L bmith and his surviving companions were V

:reunited w1th them there on August fifth. The fall hunt took the trappers

north to the Yellowstone River, then Sast to the Pcwder River where they.

,w1ntered. In the spring Jackson returned agaln to his valley, 45 rsmaln-
ing there from “the middle of April 1830 to the end of June when he, had to

; lead hls band back over the mountains to the rendezvous on ¥Wind River.

He- never'mmﬁated Jackson's Hole after that for at the rendezvous of 1830,

'Smith, Jackson and;Sublette,~sold out thelr interests 1n‘the fur trade

L. Altef, James Bridger, p. 104
5. Chittenden, Americen Fur Trade, p. 291

~L6. Dale, Ashley-Smith Zxploratioms, p. 288. William L. Sublette

remained in partnersnip with omith until the latter's death next
year., He then formed a partnership with his friend, Robert
Campbell, and they supplied the Rocky Mountein Fur Company with
~goods for several years. They also entered the fur trade along the
Missouri, where they formed the only serious competition to the.
Americen Fur Company. Sublette died, wealthy, in 1845..

Chittenden, Americen Fur Trade, p. 254
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and returned o St. Louis. -

The business-of the partners was taken over by five young trappers

'who called their group the Rocky Mountaln Fur Company. A7 The five were:

James Bridger, Thomas Frtzpatrlck Milton G. Sublette (younger brother of

W. L. )s Henny.Fraeb and-Jean Baptiste~Cervais. L8 The fall hunt that yaar“

. was made in one large party of about two hundred men, swinging in a wide
circle down the Blg Horn, up to the Great Falls of the Missourl, south
to the SnakerRiver Plains and Grea# Salt Lake, and over to the Pcwder
QRi?ér fofrthe winter. A simiiarly big ciféuit in the sprinquf'i831.in;‘
éluded Jackson's Hole and:bfought tﬁe trgépers to(the middle s§§tion ofA
Green Rivér for thé.summér rendéZvdus,vandbﬁhen back to Power'RiVer.:ug'

Here the partners were soon annoyed by a large party of Amerlc&n Fur

,Company trappers that kept following them closely so as to be in the best °

beaver country. Astor's company had by,thls time obtqlned a practlcal

:monopoly of thsvtrade of the Missouri end its tributaries below the moun-~

" teins, and was now cutting in on the Rccky‘Mbdntéin Fur Company's area,
From now on the mountain trade becamébmarked by‘cut—throgt business com=

 petition in which the experieﬁce of the fivé,trﬁppers and of 6ther

L7. The Ashley-Henry and Smith-Jackson-Sublette partnerships are
usually referred to as the Rocky MowntainFur Company; but the
name was not used prior to this reorganizetion in 1830, .

8. All good trappers, none of these men ever bsceme successful in

‘ financial matters. Bridger and Fitzpatrick remained in the
mountains as traders and guides after the fur trade was over;
the rest died early, Sublette in 1836 as the result of an am-
putation from a wound, and Fraeb (of Frapp) in 1841 during &
battle with the Sioux and Cheyennes on St. Vrain Fork of Yampa

© River in southern Wyoming. Chittenden, pp. 254~260.
-L,9. Haffen and Chent, Broken Hand, p. 81
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‘1#dependent leaders and fras trappers was matched against ‘the large
: organlzatlan and huge resouroes ef Thc Company s a8 the Astor concern
. 'was now referred %o, 3‘ | | .
2 In order to avc;d ﬁhe company's men under Henry Vanderburgh 50 ;
'  the partners 1ed thelr party from the Powder Rlver weet *to tha forka of

: the Snseke, cross1ng Jackson B Hole dur1ng the journoy.sl

The sprlng hunt
fof Brxdgor and Fitzpatrlck took them down to tha Bear River, over %o 'the
' Green, snd back up~through Hoback Bas1n and Jackson' s Fale to. the sxto of

 the1r rendezvous in Pierre's Hole. ’Vanderburg and Andred Drlps,
:/meanwhile brought bhelr men 1nto Plerre's Hole by way of Sauth Pass and
1:Bear River (not crOSslng Jackson s Hole?éto partlcipate ln the rendezvous. .
"Both groups were now assambled in the Pierre s Hole walting for their |

| supplzes from St. Lonls to arrlvo. Whoever had the flrst goods to trade
“would be able to obtain practlcally all the furs from the Indlans and

free trappers.' So in order to hurry W, L. Sublette and his partner Campbell,

who had contracted to brlng up the cutf1t for tha Rccky Mountaln Ccmpany,

| :Fltzpatrick left camp and proceeded through Jackson s Hole, dcwn the Green

h Rlver and over South Phss, finally meeting the pack trains on the Plstte.‘

50, Vanderburg, the ccmp&ny lsader in the mountains untll his death
. by the Blackfeet in 1832.in Mentane, had been in the fur trade
for many years, first with the Missouri Fur Co. then with his

.~ present Co. on ths Missouri. Chittenden, p. 665.

.51. Hafen and Chent, Broken Hand, p. 90 ’
- 52 Drips, a Pennsylﬁiﬁfzﬁf Was the Company's leader 1826- lBhO. His

Ute wife bore him a daughter in Pierre's Hole on the day of the '

SN battle, July 18, 1832. Ch1ttenden1 p. 392, o . o
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:’~fflccompany1ng Sublette s outflt were Nathanlal J Wyeth ‘a courageous but

' ,inexperlenced young bu31ness man who had set out to establish a fur trads

”e;ixon the Columbia, and his eighteen raw NeW'Englanders. At tha Laramie -

e River, Alfrod K Stephens and hls 1ndependent band of trappers Sh cached i

l.thelr furs and entered 1nto a contract W1th Fitzpatrlck.‘ The lattor soon

fdeclded to go on alone, ahead of": the slow supply traln and glve hls part—

L ners the news ef the approaeh. On Green Rlver he was attacked by Indlans,

‘r'barely escaping w1th hls llfb and gun ﬂhlch had but a 51ngle charge.

54

;After hiding in the mounta1ns unt11 hls assailants were cut of the region,
‘he slcwly worked hls way up to Jackson‘s Hole.1 Hls moccasins already
Qwurn out, he now lost hls gun and blanket 1n cr0531ng the Snaka on 8
raft and was on the verge of becomlng the valley 5 flrst white casualty
| ~”when two Indlans found him and brought h1m safely to the rendezvous, and"
‘ereached Plerre s Hole July 8, 1832. o | '
| At thls rendezvous were about one hundred and flfty trappers of the
Rocky Mountaln Fur Company, about elghty Amerlcan Fur Company men, numerous
trappers under such independent partlsans as W&lliam Slnclair, George

,Ned1vxer,randbA1fred Atephens, and‘tWO'or,three hundred Indians, mostly

 '»52; Among them Zenas Leonard, vho later 301ned Captaln Bonneville:*'
53, Leonard Narratlve, p. 5h : ,
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Flatheads, The Battle of Pierre's Hole occurred on July 18, shortly

‘efter the'meeting broke up; A party of whites and Indisns just leaving

the rendezvous under Milton Sublette met & band of one hundred Gros Ventres.

‘In the ensulng parley Antoin Godin and a Flathead killed a Gros Ventre

chief, precinltatlng a flght in Whlch the trapper- Flathead party relnforced

by men ‘from the mein camp surrounded the Gros Ventres in a wlllow grove.

‘Shoot:mg from rifle pits with wooden breastworks the outnumberad ‘Indiens

56

;held off their attaekers all dey s and in the nlght by & clever ruse

“were able to slip away. vae whites and six wh;teheads 51 and about

twenty-five Gros Ventres were kllled. Others, 1nclud1ng w1lliam L. Sublette,

“were wounded.

58
As a result of the battle half of Wyeth's small party becems . frlghtened

and decided to return to St. Louis w1th We Lo Sublette. But as Sublette s

‘wound delayed his doparture, seven of the nine started with Alfred

Stephnns who had quarreled with Fitzpatrick and was returning to the

Leramie with four men. These twelve were riding along the side of a

55. This well=known battle and subsequent skirmishes in Jackson's Hole
were not really important, but being reported by a number of early
writers, such as Leonard, John Wyeth, Parker, Irving, and others,
have assumed undue importance among the meany Indian fights during
this period. The most detailed description is in Irving, Captain
Bonnevills, pp. 73-79. Later authorities believe that the Blackieet
_?Pfﬁisg—eerly accounts were Gros Ventres. Chent, Barl Far West,

p. 25

56. This ruse was %o spread the report that the main rendezvous camp
was being attacked by a larger party of Blackfeet. Laonard in his
Narrative, p. 7L, says the trappers repaired to the main cemp in
confusion and fear. Other writers merely state they returned there
to ward off the false attack.,

57+ Irving, Captain Bonneville, p. 79
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hill batween Tetqn>Pass and the mouth of the Hoback in Jackson's
Hblé on July 26,-when’theykwe;e éttgcked by a band of a little more,
\thaﬁrtwentj Gros Ventres; The suddenness of the attack startled thQ ’
hoise’bf George Mére,’a member of Wygth‘s party from Bos?on,-and thei .
géntlémen waé thrcwn‘off. :The others, being mostly inexperiénced
EaSterﬁers, galloped‘u@ the Qillside in differenﬁgdirectioné, except

“for two who saw Moore's predicament and went to his;aid} -These men,

-~ Alfred Stephens and a Mr. Foy of Mississippi, were shot by the Indians,

‘who then Killed the unhorsed Moore. Stepﬁené was only woﬁﬁdedvsq~he

was able to refurnkto Pierre's Hole with the others after theylgéd re-
covered their nerve and scared off the atfackérs. He diﬁ not recover,v
howsver, dying July 30, It seems likely that a calmer group Qf men

" could have stuck together and éhbqting from behind their own h&rses;
have4givehjﬁ better account of themselves. As it was, the mamner in
th¢h fhese first whife caéualtiéé in Jackson's Hole ocourred brings
no éfédit on the slain man's‘compaﬁions.

| "'Williaﬁ.Subletté ﬁﬁs‘sufficiently well by Ju1y 3Ont9 leave Plerre's
Hoie‘ﬁith his outfif‘aﬁd‘the survivors of the ski;mish.of the fwénty—sixt§; 
60 He passéd througthacksoﬁ's Hole Without difficulty‘on his way down
~the Green River. Three days latér, Vandérﬁurg and Drips foilowed'ﬁhfough :

the valley on their lookout for Lucian Fontenelle who had not shown upk.

58« Dr.. Jacob Wyeth, John B. Wyeth William Hud, Theoplilus Beach,

‘R. L. Wakefield, Hamilton Law, beorge Moore, Walter Palmer,
and - Lane. Wyseth, Oregon, pe 72

59. Purportedly including two grandsons of Daniel Boone, Irving,
Captain Bonnevills, p. 80

60. Financially the rendezvous had been kind %o Sublette ‘and Campbell.
They took back with them 168 packs of beaver skins, worth %60 000 -
to $70,000. Chittenden, American Fur Trade, p. 66&
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yot with their company's provisions. They soon met him in the Green

"River valley, howsver, and were back in Jackson s Hole on August-17,

‘bound for Pierre s Hole and north.

The last of the month saw a new figure in the mountain trade camped

. . o 61 ‘
in Jackson's Hole. Captain Bonneville, a much-publicized West Polnter

with a year's leave of absence from the Army for exploration, was on the

first leg of an unprofit&ble three years' trading vemture. With a large,

well- dlsclpllned party, furnlshed by New York oapltal he had arrlved on

Green River in July and had started to erect a post. This. unflnlshed
' Fort BonneVilie, or Forﬁ Nonsense, was abandoned in August, and he ﬁas
- now on his way to the Salmon River Mountains for the winter. Irving

; reports Bonneville as saying he buried the bodies of Fay and More which

62
 he found where they fell. It seems strange that no man should»have

pasged by them in the month since their death without haV1ng burled

'f‘them,,especlally since their own friends who surv1ved the fight had,two

opportunities to do so. But trappers are apt to be'unconvéntional about
the dead; so Irving's statement may be right. Bonneville's departure
over Teton Pass on September thirdfmafks the ond of the known record

fof'Jacksbn‘s Hole in this evenitful year, that witnessed the first two

4_deaths and the most varied'éssortmént on travelers in the valley's

early hlstony.
B During the fall, wlnter and sprlng of 1832-33 most of mountain

trappers remained in the area near the forks of Snake Rlver,‘and the

61, From Irving's Adventures of Captain Boneville. Boneville's fame
does not resul¥ I'rom exaggeration by lrving, but from the lack
of publicity given to the more deserving men. Boneville's
discovered nothing new and lost his backer's money.

62. Irving, Captain Boneville, p. 95.
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1§§i;oﬁf§iver and Beaverhead MOunﬁeins to the nortﬁyeno ﬁest.  Some bends
: ﬁey;here;collecfed beaver in Jeeksoo;suﬂele, eot.ﬁhether,or‘not it was
vieiteayduring the'trapping’eeasoe.'tﬁe valleyfonoe more oeeeme & crowded
- thorofare as the rendezvous tlme drew near.. 'The-1833 meefingewes soheduled_
for Bonnev1lle‘s abandoned fort on Upper Green River 80 that most of the R
trepp;ng parties had to travel»througthaoksgn's*Hole to:reach.the rendez»
4rous.’ Bonneville Went through early in July,. after 1oelng a horse on
‘ Teton Pass. 63 W@eth followed closaLy behlnd him, or0531ng the Snake

_River near the HObaek on July 11.‘ The rendezvous was well-attended, in-
'_ocluding b631des the trappers of the two leading companles the men of
>Bonnev111e ‘8, wyeth’s and Captaln Stuart' 6)""partles, and 8 large number
of Snake Indlans.‘ Robert Campbell who had come up w1th 8 supply traln
lfrom St. Louis, made a hurrled trip from the rendezvous through Jackson's
- .Hole to Plerre‘s Hole end back. 6) He 1eftiJuly 9nw1th ten men and was
’ jback with a cache of furs ten days 1ater. | | |

Between this time and the 183h rendezvous farther down the Green

River, Jackson sfHole wes probably v1sited by several trapping bands,’
though none are recorded. | a | e |

‘ The year 183l marks the end of the most prosperoue,periodbin the
moﬁntainlfur trade;,'The‘decade before that year wae qharacterized by
good ﬁrofits and feir competition. After them the‘high pricestropped .

and the American Fur Company squeezed out its various rivals.v>ItbwaSvete

63, Irving, Captain Bonev1lle, P 175
. 6li. Sir WillTam Drummond Stuert, a scotch baronet, led- several sporting
' expeditions to the mountains. Among the members of this party wes
Dr. BenJamln Harrison, son of General William Henry Harrlson.
65. Larpenteur, Forty Ysars a Fur Trader, p. 52
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this Green‘Rivér rendezvous that the partnership_pf‘the'Rocky'Mountains
 ’Fu} Company‘was dissolved 66,‘and it was during this‘year that John -

Jacob Astor, seeing the vogue of tha silk had replaced the beaver, retlred.

'*f;nfrom the bus1ness, leaving the company in the hands of the Chouteau in-

‘+terests in S5%. Louis.

In the fall of 18354 Brldger, who was now'worklng with Fltzpatrlck
’and Milton Sublette in harmony with the cqmpany (Amerlcan Fur Company)
led a hunt up through Jackson‘s Hole to the Yellowstone Country ;
' Joe Mesk and Klt Carsan were in the party.

- So. far everyone who had entered Jackson's Hole had ‘been connscted
W1th the Fur Trade. On August 25, 1835 there appsared in the valley,
however, a nEW'tYpe oflmag; thé missionafy, fbf the large band of‘trappersb
undgr Bridger, Meék and Carsoﬁ thét reached the mouth of ﬁhe Hoback‘thét
day from the rendézvous gt Fort Boneville was accampanied by the Reverend
Samuel‘Parker and a deiegation ofaFiéfhsads. 68 Dr. Parker had come out
with Dr¢‘Marcus Whitman to found a mission in Oregon. When they were met
at the Green River rendezvous by a group of Flatheads asking for Christian
teachers, Whitman decided to return back east for more mlss1onarles, let~
ting Semuel Parker cpntinue on upder thg‘guidance of the Indians. The
intelligehce.and>sincsrity of the Fiatheads impressed him deeply. In-
deed, the 50- -called savages sesmed to be more ready for salvation than

'the whltes he saw.. He had witnessed a mounted duel:bstween Kit Carson

é6. Alter, James Bridger, p. 146
- 67. Alter, James DBridger, p. 148
68, Parker, Journal gz an “xploring Tour, p. 87 £




‘;f“to an audlence of trappers and Indlans,
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and Captaln Shuman at the rendezvous, whlch ended by Fit Carson shoot~

,lng the gun from out of his opoonent’s hand. &9 On Sunday August 23’,

.5_;fha had preached a sermon in Hoback Basin whlch he called Jackson s Hole,

70

Jackson s Hole proper was

,referred to as Jackson's large Hole.. Dr. Parker d1d not hold a regular

‘*ifserv1ce 1n the valley, but probably contlnued to- talk about Chrlstlanlty

“to the Indlans.‘ After cr0551ng Teton‘Pass, the partlss separated the
Flatheads conductlng Parker to the Columbla, and Bridger taklng his
trappers north._t.i ) > >’ ' T | » ‘

At tho 1856 rendezvous whlch waslagaln held at Fort Bonnev1lle on g

. ”Groen Rlver, there wa.s the novelty of two whlte woman, Mrs. Whitman and

a1 ;
"Mrs. Spauldlng, among. the new group of Oregon M1581onarles. 7 They Were ‘

gulded by soms Indlans from Fort. Boneville to Fort Hall by & route o

B _whlch led them. sou’ch of Jackson's Hole..

The mountaln trade by thls tlme was. thoroughly controlled by the

";7Anerican Fur Company under the 1mmod1ate suparV1szon of Lucian Fontenelle‘

'jand Andrew i)r:Lps. Most of the trappers were. dlrect employses of ths

: :; eomnany, but sama llke Brldger were lndaoendent leaders ‘under 1ts con=

ltract The hunts aow took placa more in- the hlgh mountalns and plateau
:%ouhtry amd 1ess in the depleted lower watersoof the streams. The entire
‘Yellowstone raglon and the hlghlands to the east and northeast of dJack<

oson 3 Hole became espoclally popular. Durlng tha years 1836, 1837, when

':369 Parker, Journal of an Explorlng Tour, Pe 6h
70. ‘Parker calls his sudience athentive, Journal, p. 88
Joe Meek said, however, (Mrs. Victor, W"‘ver"o'f the West) that
in the middle of the service a small herd of buffalo was sighted
, and chese given. The minister's subsequent rebuke to the hunters -
~  was considersd hypocritical when they noticed the relish with
which he ate the Sabbath-killed meat. This story is interesting
but not authentic. Parker places the buffalo hunt the day before.
71, Alter, Jane s Brldger, P 1‘37
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the ‘pendezvous was moved to Wind River, and 1838, when Hayden Valley

N

below La&e Yellowstone was the meetlng place, Jackson s Hole must
”; have. been on the route of numer ous bands goxng to thelr trapping grounds
“and probably was the temporary cmnp of several partles who could work
,up the streams fran the valley floor. Between-the Summers of 1838 and
,1859, both Brldger and Carson led bands of trappers through Jackson' s
iHole on thelr wey«to'Green River where~the next rendezvous 75 we.s® held.
“rFontenelle with a hundred men, 1nclud1ng Carson, made the fall hunt up
threugh Jackson‘s»Hole to the Yellowstone. Th Thevaere back at the Green
‘River in tlme for the 1840 rendezvous. o
‘Here omn June 28, 18h0 was celebrated the first Mass in the Rockles
inorth of thevSpanish'Settlements.‘ Father DeSmet was the prlest. He
had Just started his extraordlnarlly useful career as mlsSlonary at the
k'request of the Nez Perces, and was on hls way Wlth a group of them to
ethe;r country. Leav1ng the rendezvous‘on;July’h in company with ten
'Canadians,‘cne Fleming, ehd,fhe Nez Perce‘delegation, the young Belgian ,

lpriest reached the mouth. of the Hoback:on July 10. & All of the party‘

eﬂnm their horses across the wide SnekevRiver except ather DeSmet, who j"”

was at that time still a tenderfoot.  The Indians, however, were equal
to the situation; for, making,a sack out of a skin tent and,putting all
his belonglngs in it, they placed the - llttle prlest ‘upon. it, and sw1mm1ng

‘along51de the inflated hide, brought h1m in safety and comfort %o the

72, Alter, James Brldger, p. 164. There were really two rendezvous this
year, One in Hayden Velley, another sllghtly later on Wind River.
7%. Described by F, A. Wislizenus, A Journey to the Rocky Mountains
in the year 1839, translated by F. A. Wislizenus —§¥T"EEEI§"T§TE.
The  Mrs. Victor, Rlver of the West .
75. Chittenden and Richardson, Father DeSmet's Life and Travels, vol._»
i, p. 222 ff. Father DeSmet erroneously called this branch of the
’Snake Henry's Fork
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other bank. Like Dr. Parker, Father JeSmet passed through the valloy
‘w1ﬁh0ut conducting serv1ces, thus leaving the 1nauguratlon of Jacgson s
Hole formal religious life to the Mormon settlers over forty years latef.
" The priest's party crossed Teton Pass on July eleventh over a blanket
qf fresh anw; In Plerre 5. ﬂole they found sixteen hundred af the Nez.
Perce tribé assembled to welcome this new taacher. After several weeks
in Plerre's Hole, the entire company departed for the northwest.
The fur trade had decllned rapidly the last few ysars of the thirtles.‘
‘FIn 1841 and 18h2 Brldgar and Benlto Vasquez were in dharge of the Company 8
last mountaln outflts, and when they left the business to buxld up the L
famous nost Ft. Brldger in 18&3, there was no longer any organlzed »
trapping in the mountain regions.A The company had run out all of 1ts, |
‘independent cOmpetitors, 0 whqn it abandoned fhe‘trade, there was nb
oﬁe leff to'éarry.it An. ,The constanﬁ tfa?pingféf the past ﬁwenty yeaf§ '
had its effect on the comparati%e ssaricity 5f the‘b§€ver; and thé com-
vpletéjéhange in hat styles hed sent the priéé way down. The trappers
“ﬁho hgd worked out the mcuntain,country'eitﬁer;refired to farms in the
Eaét, joined the company of some trading post, became guides, dr settled
in Ofégon; The Oregon traiig then thé’Mormon and California:traiis,fbe-
 Qcame the center of interest, and the little valley of Jackson's Hole was
soon forgotten by all except the old-timers.,
But before this happened, one unlque party v1sited the region. In
6 .

"'18h2 a Frenchman, Mlchaud, attempted to cllmb the‘Grand Teton.7 He was.

76+ Coutant, History of Wyoming, p. 711, Langford in his inaccurate
Ascent of the Tetons, places the Michaud attempt in 1843. He says
the party was equipped with rope ladders. This Michaud, about
‘whom little is known, is not to be confused with the earlier Wostern
traveler Michaux.




‘f Whether Michaud's wus ﬁhe first serlous attempm te
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L Q:gwall equlpped and vory anxlous to. succeed, but hls>endeavors failed
"t‘?;at the upper saddle about six hundred feet from the summlt. Whether‘
 ﬁ he made his attempt fram a eamp in Jackson 5. Hole or fisrre '8 hole
is uncertaln, but he probably w;‘tfnp what is ncw the regular routeﬂﬂg
TTTh;s reute 1eads from elther ‘the east or west to a saddle betwaen the
‘“f }%Grand -and Mlddle Tetnns.E Fram this 1owar saddle (elavation 11, 600 |
,,;feet) one cllmbs up a sarles of cou101rs, or. steep gulllas, at an angle. 
/* Vof over fifty degrees to an upper saddle between the main peak of the
: ;Grand'Taton and a west spur. The vertical eliff that rises from hers

;‘3?for ‘three hundrad feet towards the summlt S*’°PPed M1°ha“d's “Scent’ :

the Grand

;Teton is 1mpqssible to ascertain. There were reporﬁeé to be Indlan
f 'Q{ tradit1ens to ths effect that many brave warrlors had attempted to |
lé?{vfscale the peak wi%hout succass;;77 One. traditlon that an Indien maldenb
' reachad the summlt alone 13 worthy of ramalning & mere legend.» Jlm
‘“V:fBridgor is reported to have sald that many men had trled to reach the 8
lﬁ§summit but failed. It - seems improbable, however, that many trappers
7jwou1d waste thelr efforts on the hazardous g01ng above timberllne.

{;The legand of Indlan attempts also taxes one's" credulity, unless 1ndeed S

the mountaln were tied up w1th thelr rellgion 1n soms mamner: that We.

. ,know nothlng about.\ In 1872 Langford and Stevenson found on top of the

.ﬁést Spur of the Grand Teton (elevatlon 13 200 feet) "a clrcular enclosure :

«»

e 77 Coutant, Histqryfi"éf_uquning.,' p. 7L

e el b o v
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o abent saven feet in dlameter, formed by vertioal slabs of rough granlte

Hand\abent thrae feet high, the 1nterior of which was half fllled w1th

the ﬂetrlrus that long exposure to the elements had worn from these walls..

:f%.'It could not have been: constructed less. than half a century 2go, when

‘78

though hls conclusions as to when the enclosure was bullt is not -to be

';,%aken as flnal. It was. erected elther by Indlans, or by Michand as’ a
':fshelter or summlt monument 1n plalce of a calrn..»Whoever it was had to

fwork hard, for the slabs had to be carried scme dlstance up hlll.;‘éiéée

we know that Mzchaud attempted the ellmb and presumably reached the
upper saddle near the west spur, 1t seems more reasonable to credlt him

wuth the enclosure than to place its constructlon ‘on some unknown Indxan.

78+ ﬂﬁhgfoid'ﬁ'Rapdrt t&ﬂDr. Hayden. United States Ggolggical‘Survey

of the Territory, Vel. vi. p. 89.

’ Indlans only 1nhab1ted this reglon. - Langford's descrintlon is accurate‘f
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III; The Forgotten Valley Re-explored

About 18&2 the tranpers ceased roamlng the mountalns for beaver,

o ‘and Jackson s Hole that had seen twenty years of activity revarted to

7‘complete w11derness 1nterrupted only by hunting partles of ‘Indians. 1In

a period of westward expansion along the Oregon and Overlgnd‘T;;ils,<
Jackson's Hole wés forgotten. The trapper had disappearéé frdﬁ the
remote ldcalities.but the minerAénd settler had'not*yéf coﬁe; The same
situation applied tO'other regibns.»vAlthough’literaily.hﬁndréds‘of :

trappers had visited the Yellowstons country prior to IBbQ Their stories

- had becoms 1ooked upon as old men's yarns by the elghteen 81xtles, and

no nEW'knowledga of the remarksble phencmena'of the reglon had‘been ac~

quifed. of course, 1t is 1mposslble t0 state w1th certainty that no

whlte men visited Jackson's Hole in the eighteen years after 18u2, but

~ there is reccrd of none, and no reason for any to have entered. The

valley was five.days rldaffrqm'the nearest‘post, Fort Hall, and twice.
tﬁhat far from theYnsarest séttlemept in Utah. With the abandomment of
’the rendezvoﬁs’and‘far¥flunggcommercial trepping, Jackson's Hgle‘geased
to be the croésroads‘of the mountains. It was far alikg fram t§e Oregon
beail end Nontana vallsys, from the Bozeman‘T:ail and the later Virginia
City road. iSo the~valley languished,~aﬁ&ﬂit waé indeed & rediscovery
when, on June 11, 1860, a large expedltlon reached Jackson's Hole from
the east.
This expedltlon under Willlam F. Raynolds of the Uhlted States

Engineers had old J1m Brldger as its guide. ThHey had orossed Union Pass
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from Wind River. and had tried to go up to the Yellowstone throﬁgh the

‘ngh Plateau country east of Jackson's Hole. The snow was too deep,

'howsver, and they had been forced %o abandon their exploratlon of the

Yellowstone wonderland and descended into the valley. Thus Bridger, who

“hadfbeen one of the last trappers to abgndon\the old life beceme the
first to open a new'period of exploration_which lasted unti;'the'settle—

"ment of the valley in 188h

The Snake wes swollen with the sprlng run~ off when the Raynold'

. arrived; so the cr0531ng of the large ‘end eumbersome outfit became qulte

&8 problem. One man was drowned on the twslfth while attemptxng to launch

19

’:a.raft. On the follow1ng day, they lost the heavy 1og raft on whlch
'they had planned %o buckvthe;current. A more buoyant craft was obvzously
‘needed. They thersfore construcﬁgd'a‘light bole frame which théy covered
‘with gutbe percha blanketé‘ahd 16dg§ skins and on application of rosin‘

ﬂnto insure itS'tightness.r This één%riv&ﬁcé did the trick, and the cross-

»}1ng was effected with only ﬂae abandonment of the odometer wheels Whloh

80
remained on the banks of the Snake. A‘t their camp on the west bank

" 6f the river they were visited by e band of Snakes under their chief,

: Cut—Ndse. On JunaAIB, 186U, Captain Raynolds broke camp and crossed into-

Pierre's Hole. _Jim‘Bridger,lgfﬁ the valley never to return. The soldiers
were soon destined to gaze at dead along the line of battls instead of

counting revolutions on the odometer wheel.

79 Raynolds, ﬁeport on the Exploration of the Yellowstone River, p. 9%
Lence Corporal Bradley was the victim.
80. Raynolds Report, p. 95 .
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The outbreak of the war next year put an end to all government '
N actwlt;y in ths reglon, but 11: could not s:xlence the call of the m;mmg

»camps. The big gold dlscoverles in Montana occurred in 1862 nnd in the g

" spring of 1863 the rush began., The rush ltself misssd Jackse .;'s Hole
~completely, but many who were too late ‘to stake ’che bast clalms starteﬁ
, prospectlng over the adgommg terraln. One group under the laadership
of‘ Captaln Walter DeLacy dec1dad to pa.n the graVGls along the headvgaters s S
of the Snake, so {:hsy came down through Idaho 1nto Jackson & Hole and it ’ |
camped near Buff’alo Fork during the latter part of angust 1865 81 They ' o
‘ —bullt a corral 1mmed1a’cely then drew up rules to govern themselves 1n i'
7case dlsputes should rlse cver rieh dlgglnga. On the tmnty-aighth the .I
‘mén, forty-three in numer, ‘Were organlzed into small partles which worked : i
"up all the various ~streams- in the locality. But»by ‘hhe end of fourvda;y—s: LR
hard’ worlc mthout strlking gold in paylng quantitles, ths men abandoned 1

‘the*n- prospectlng and 3.ef't the valley. DeLacy g;o:mg north mto the Yellow-ﬁ

_stone dlstrlct and 8. group of f‘lf‘teen returnmg dlrectly to. Vlrgmm

Clty v1a Te‘bon Pass and Plerre s Hole. :

In 18614 a 1arge party of seven’cy-three men under James Stuart "bhat

| ._had been prospectlng as a unlt broke up on. the Stznklng Water (Shoshone)

River 1nto several smaller bands. One of these went ‘down ’co South Pass,_:f -

‘up Green River to Jackson's Hole, and after mspecting the posslblhtiesj“ i
‘ o of fmdmg pe.ymg gravel contlnued northeast to Two Ocean Pass ‘and the
L ~ source of the Yellowstone.

Jackson's Hole has never rewarded the prospector with any rich

:diggings', but from this time down to the presént, me’n_hav‘e continued to

8_1.f Chittenden,. Yellowstone National Park, p. 63 1.
82, Chlttenden, YoITowstons Nationsl Pa.rk, Pe 67
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,‘{invastlgate the gravels of the Snake and its trlbutarles. Signs‘of»

: mineral are numerous and thln deposmts have been worked, especially
‘S1nce the depression follow1ng 1929, but at best the miner can pan only
Ca feW'dollars a day. vThe records of early prospectors are found more

| often in. thelr digglngs than their writings, - North of Gros Ventre Rlver
'there~1§ an artrflclal ditch that leads water from the.hzlls onto the
'vélley bottom. '0f unknown orlgln, Ditch Creek as it was named by
iearly settlers, was flrst deseribed by the geologlst 8t. John in 1877

as ' constructed some six or seven years ago for the purpose of convey-

ing water to some placer mines opened in the gravels in the lower bottom

1ev§1." He also reported that‘“prospect pits were found in several

places in the valley, whlch is perlodlcally resorted tq by small partles
andAsolitary individuals 1n quest’of gold end adventure." 83

During the sixties and sevéntiaé, great changes were coming over
the ﬁouﬁ%&ih region. The Indiens were placed’oﬂ;fBSGrvations to’live
a settled:agricuitural life, the ccnﬁinentyﬁas opéned up by & railread,
and fhézfrontier ﬁas slowly giving way before the miner,vranchman, and
farmer in numerous scattered areas, These changes did not affect Jack=
son's Hole directly for a ‘long time, but 1ndirectly they caused its
transformatlon durlng the sixties from a forgotten valley, seen only
by . ffee‘Iﬁdiaﬁ hunting partiesiié 8 not unknown locality visited oc-

ca51ona11y by prospectors, hunters, and reservatlon Indians..'Tﬁese

*Indlans contlnued to shoot game. in the valley of Jackson's Hole, coming

- from +the Wind Rlver Reservatlon on the east and the Fort Hall Reservation-

83. . St. John, Report, United States Geologlcal Survey of the Terrltory,
vol. xl, P
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in Idaho, but they were perfectly peacable Shoshones: and Bennocks who
dld not -depend on their huntlng Tor thelr livellhood. It was in this
perlod that the hunter-trapper made hls reappearance in Jaokson 8 Hole.
.Not B commerclal adventurer like ‘his predecessor, the neW'trapper wasvﬁ
the men who rebels against soclety whom the steady edvance of civlllza-
‘tlcn had now drlven into the remoter mountaln sectlons.- Living largely
-en the geme he shot, he had to depend on furs for the cash he needed.
The prlce for beaver, martin and other pelts wa.s not hlgh enough o
einduee any ambitious men into the occupation, leaving the’ fleld to
those who looked for their reward in the freedom of life that it efforded.
. None of these trappers took up a permanent abode in the valley untll
after it was settled but a number of them must have bec ome famlllar.
with its vicinity during the period‘from the sixties t0‘1884. o The‘e
outside world in gensral kmew nothing about tpe ?alley, and even the ex-
plofers and tOpographere‘of the Reckies were ignorant of the details of

.its topography. The map of the Hayden Survey party which explored the

84+ The earliest name that we have is that of Tim Hubbard who is said =

. to have wintered on Snake River during 1865-66. Stone Uinte County,
p. 231, Richard Leigh and Phelps are referred to in Bradley's '
report of 1872 as being hunters familiar with the valley. U, S.

. Geol. Survey of the lerritory, vol. vi. p. 262 ff. Mrs. Stone
‘names James Goodland, and David Brcokenrldge as being reported
to have trapped in Jackson's Hole in 188l;, and Edwin G. Trafton
as early as 1880. She also refers to Teton Jackson, An outlaw,
as having frequented Jackson's Hole during this perlod. Stone,
Uinta County, pp. 231-2%5. The stores of occurrences of lawless~
ness, however, fall entirely within the period of settlement. -
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Yellowstone region in 1871  traces the course of the Snake River as

flowing wes%t aldng the southern border of the,pnoposéd park,tOFavpoint

'in Idsho below & large Delacy Lake, Jackson Lake was not shown, unless

indeed it was grossly misplaced.as Delacy Lake; and the copfse5of the
Snake was unrecognizable, |

~ The sﬁmmer of i872kwitnessed'£he second knowﬁ‘attempt to,aSthdﬁ
the Grand Taton. The climbers, N. P.‘Langford and Jemes Stephenéon,

reported that they reached. the summit and their claim remalnad unchal—

_lenged for years. The credit of the first ascent is now deniedfthem,

however, and given to the Owen party of 1898. Langford and Stevenson
were wlth the Snake River Division of Hayden s 1err1tor1al Survey expedl-

tion of 1872, Langford as & guest, and Stevenson as director of the dl—

vision. On thelr way to Yellcwstone from Fort Hall they detoured into = .

Pierre's Hole, or Teton Ba51n as it now became called, and entered the

western canons of the Teton Range, whers they mede their camp. Pourteen”

members of the party left their advance camp early in the morning of
July 29. Of these five reached the lower saddle. IFrank H. Bradley
waited here while Langford, Stevenson; Hamp and'Spanbar headed.up the

steep couloirs toward the upper saddle, which the former two reached

86

- after a hard climb. ‘In his official report to Hayden, Langford re- -

ported the ascent to “the upper saddle with reasonable accuracy, a8

85. This important expedltlan made a careful survey of the most 1nterest-
~ ing phenomena of -the Yellowstone region, including Mammoth Hot

Springs, Upper Geyser Basin, Yellowstone Laks, and Grand Canon.
Special reports on the geology, paleontology, zoology, ‘botany,
meteorclogy and agricultural possibilities of the area resulted in
its cresation as a national park. U.S. Geol. Survey of lerr. vol. vi.
pe BT £f.

86. 1Ibid, vol, vi. p. 87 ff.
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‘ﬁell‘as describing the enclosure on thé west spur. The difficult bart

of the ascent, up the wall that rises above thé”saddle is not referred

" 40, and the summit itself 1s only described in the most_geﬁeral‘manner

that anyone ffom below would recognize. The omission in thiskrepqrt,
howsver, would not be enough £o refute his claim. But in the June 1873

iésue;of Seribner's Megagine, Langford pubiished The Ascent gz’Mount‘ 

Hayden (as the members of the survey had decided to renamé>the Grand

1‘Teton)’ - an éfticle‘thaﬁ contaiﬁs'so many misstatements‘éf fact.és'to
7v1t1&te the entlre story, even after due allowance is made for the exag—'

Ngeratad style in whlch it was wrltten. As far as the upper saddle, the

account is recognlzable, although the dlfflcultles and dangers are

‘ greatly overestlmated. ‘At the end of the descrlptlon they reach the top

_w1th ease, not mentlonlng the most spectacular feature of the route, "é.ﬂﬁ 

horlzontal ledge, which, about 31x hundred feet from the top, .leads around

the - northwest prec1nice of ‘the peak to the base of a succes51on of ehlm-

neys extending on up«the remalnlng distance. Along a twenty-foot stretch

thls Ledge becomes & mere niche .in the face of the preclplce, twenty to o

thlrty inches wide and'even;less high, through whlch one "coons™ along,'

or wriggles like a snake, uneble to rise even on the elbows. This is the -

"cooning place” and its’traverse,-while'safe enough by reason of the in=-

ward slope of the ledge, is highly spectacular since one can, if in search
87
of thrllls, dangle his amm out toward the brlnk of the 3, OOO foot abyss.

87. Fryxell, Teton Peaks and TheirgQScents;_p§'hl




",k-rather questloning remarks.

o e
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The worst error 1n the article, however, is in hls deacrlption of the

_summlt. Actually an 1rregular area of larga broken slabs end blocks

piled on each other wath no trace of animal 11fe or flawers for thousands:H

of feet’ below, the top of the Grand Teton is descrlbed as’'s "bald denuded X

head wern Smooth" on which "we saW'ln the debris the fresh track of that

Amrican Ibex, the mountain sheep - flowers, also,'and of beauteoue hue,
88

and delicate fragrence;, and although the summit.iS“separated from

the west spur by a long and difficult ciimb Lahgford ePeaks of the two

points as though they strolled from one to the other.~ Théientire account

seems to be that of a man who had no knowledge whatsoever of the upper yi.

areas of the peak. No record or cairn of thelrs has Vol been found on

the summit 8 signlficant faet 1n v1ew of the common oustom of cllmbers’
even in that dey.

The two climbers descended in the late afternoon, and after pzcking

up Hamp and Spencer on the way down, reached Bradley on«the_lcwer saddlef

at sunset. The latter, who was the geologist of the expedition, hed %o
accept thelr account but whether he was plqued at hav1ng to wait behlnd,

or whether he really had hls doubts, he couched all reference to the

higher ascent in hls official report in such phrases as "1f thelr account

is corrsct, the hardest peart of the ascent 1s passed when the hlgh saddle

is reached, " “They report that--- (they) reached the summlt", and other
89

‘After the climbing party reached the camp, the expedltion 1eft Teton

‘Basin for the Yellowstone Gsyser Area where they Joined the main diyieian

88, Langford Ascent of Mount Hayden, p. lil, Scribners Monthly, June 1873

89. Bradley, Report UL 5. Geol, Survey of Terr. vol. vi. p. 222
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under Dr. Hayden. ~ft‘is likely that Langford thought that his story

‘ﬁould never be checked up on, for he wrote, "as it is not probable ﬁhat»f

another ascension will be made in our day, we have no advice to give

90

those who are ambitious of this distinction." = The peék was -not deétined'
to ‘be shunned, howevnr, for in 1877 three members of Bechler s survey

party, Thomas Cooper, Louis McKeene, and Peter Pollock reached the upper

saddle only to0 be rebuffed by the verticle pracipice, a fate that was

likewise encountered by Williem O. Owen in 1891 and 1897 In 1898,

»however, Owen, accompanled by Franklin s, Spauldlng, 1ater mplscopal
: Blshop of Utah, and Frank L. Peterson, and John Shive, ranchers, made
e determlned effort that resulted in the dlscovery of the "cooning

: place ~and the attalpment of the summit on August sleventh.

Owen was cghvinoed‘that this was the first-ascent,,and set out with
vigor to disprove the forﬁar claim; Langford &efendéd’himself staunchlyQ
Stevsnson,bad'never made any ciaim for himself, and Spaulding fslt it
ungene;oﬁs to dbuﬁt ﬁhe word of his ﬁredécessors{’so the'argument cén-
tinued between Owen and Langford. The good character and préminent»
p081tlon of Stevenson as director of the survey division and of Langford
as first buperlntendent of Yellowstone Tational Park made most people
discounﬁ the Owen argument at first; but later, after their pérsoﬁali-
ties weré forgotten and the Grand Teton became more familiar to climbers,

v ‘ . , | ; , 93
the Owen Party was accepted as the first ccnquerors of the rugged peak.

90. Langford, Ascent of Moumt Hayden, Scribner's June 1873, p. 147

91. Coutant, History of Wyoming, p. 711

92. Owen and subsequent parties have left written records in containers
at the summit. The best account of this first ascent is W, 0, Owen,

: Ascent of the Grand Teton, Outing Magazine, June 1901. pPp. 302-307

93, | The Wyoming State Legislature by resolution in 1928 accepted the

’ : Owen climb as the offiecial ascent. It is so considered by the Grand

. Teton National Park records. ' .
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. 'The seoond~accredited ascent did not oceur until after the
Grand Teton had suffered a long neglect of twenty—flve years. Slnce
f»;1923, ascents have been numerous, and four additlonal rou%es have been’
worked out from different approaches--all more difflcult than the orie
glﬁal one. By,the end of the 193l seasoneabouﬁ}one hundred forty partiesrf
and ovet\three hundred,individua;s had reachedvsﬁefsummi£-~most of the@,b
by the Cwen route. Theioeutioh Wifh.whichemOSt climoers; whether‘ex-
perlenced alplnlsts or novices with guide, conduet their ascent, is at-
'tested by the fact that in spite of steep chlmneys, slick ice, and
:abrupt’preclplces, only three persons 95 have lost thelr 11ves~onrthe
Gfand feﬁoh ; ‘Buck Mountaln near the southern end of tha range was o
i climbed in 1898 by surveyors from P M. Bannon s mapplng party, and
’Mt. Moran to the north wa.s scaled in 1922.: Since then each separate'
‘peak of the Tetons ‘has been conquered by alpine enthuslasts who VlSlt
the valley each summer. Practloally all the cllmbers since 1872 attempt
have started fram the Jackson's Hole bese of the moun’calns.96 ER
Returning to the year 1872, we flnd the Stevenson Division of the “
- Territorial Survsy came down to Jackson 8 Hole after leaving the 1nterest-z
ing Yellowstone Phenomena. 7 The expedltlon camped just above Jackson :
k*Lake from Septeﬁber i9vto 21. They were met there by a plcturesque
' chafdoter, "Beavef Dick" Leigh,. who acted as thelr guide., Beaver chk,

so called from his protrudlng 1nclssors, was an Englishman who had

adopted ‘the 1onely life of a trapper and w:th hls Shoshone squaw and

‘-9&, Aygust 25, 1923 by Quin A. Blackburn, Andy DePlerre, and Dave DeLap,
L of Missoula, Montana. '
.95, Theodore Tespe, 1925; Fred Ohlendorff, 1935, and Hans Leese, 193L.

:96.f Records of all ascents are on file at Grand Teton Natlonal Park,

' Moose, Wyoming. s
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tﬁeir'chiIAren wandered and hunted through the mountains. The party
fcamped at the outlet of Jackson Lake from September 22 to 2Ly and at
Str;ng,Lake at the base of the Tetons frpm the 25%h to the‘27th; Jenny
Laké?'the pfesent tourist center ovar&nd Teton National Park,fﬁés named
aftei Mrs. Leigh who accomoanied,Beaver Dick on the £rip. Other 1akes

at the mouths of the glaclal cenons that descended from the Tetons were

" called Lelgh Taggaet Phelps Lekes after the gulde, a551stant geologlst .

and an 1t1nerant hunter.. The main party moved down the Snake Rlver to
“ the viclnlty of Teton Pass, which they crossad on October flrst.v Maan-
'whlle a detachment had followed up the Buffelo Fork for twenty mlles
'and then returned and-paralleled'the Snake through the-valley<and the
Canon et 1ts soathern end untll ﬁ1ey reached the Swan valley in Idaho. E
In addltlon to the Lakes, Mt Moran recelved its name - from the artlst
&homas Moran vwho accnmpanled the expedltlon as & guest." The Grand Teton
 had been reehrlstened Mt. Hayden early in the year but the namﬁ never ;';
received much favor out81de of the psrsonnel of the Hayden Survey. parties.
Orestes St. John led a geologlcal expedltlon to Jacxson s Hole 1n
' the summsr of 1877, resultlng in a thorough report on the geology and
economic possiblllties of the area.  He.sums up - p0s56531ng a fertile :
soil an@lan ebundance of water, noughf,but its norther 1at1tude”(near“,
‘the hhth parallel),vand its altitude (6,500 feet) and the cohseqﬁean‘
shortness of the season, pzevent thls from becoming a’ prosPerous agri-i
cultural communlty.... the pasturage, however, is excellent and at
r”seasons the woods and’ plalns are stocked with game' elk, deer, antelope,

98

and bears abound.”™ * In addltion to St. John s work Gustavus A. Bechler,f

97. Bradley, Beport, W. S. Geol. Survey of the Terr. vol. vi. Pe 261-271
98. St. Johp, Repor & t, op. eit. vol. xi. p. uh5
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"did’some oopographical surveylng in. the reglon, three of its men maklng

an- unsucoessful attempt on the Grand Teton during the -course of their. ”

‘ work.‘ﬂ | | o B | |

o In the: fall of that year, Dr. Hayden with the photographer, Willlam

| H. Jackson, who had taken the first photographs of the Tatons 1n 1872,

and a party passed through the hlghlands between Yellowstone and TWO-gwo-tee

P
Pass, w1th1n 81ght of Jackson‘s Hole, as had Captaln w. A. Jones of

100 s
the Englneers in 187%; but they dld not enter the valley._ In 1878

| Lleutenant Doane visited Jaokson 5 Hole w1th a geologlcal survey gronp
101. -

that had the mlsfortune to lose their supplles in the Snake.f Beohler o

. 102
‘w1th a survey party 1n 1878 and the palnter Moran, with a government

- escort in 1879 ‘ got 1oto the Tetons from the west, but not into Jack-4‘
ison‘s‘HOIe., Sclentlflo research in the valley hes gone on contlnuouely
 :1n relenﬁ years w1th the Forest SerV1ce, Blologlcal Survey, and the.
National Park Seerce all 1ntereeted 1n»promot1ng the study of the llfe
and resouroes wnthin their Jur1sd1ctions. Pr1vate ind1v1duals have alsofq;

- undertaken valuable scientlflo 1nvest1gat10ns, especially in the fleld

/\"1 of geology where Messrs. Blaekwelder and Fryxell have ably completed

| ﬁhe work of Bradley and St. John. The Unlted btates ueologlcal Survey

— mapped the Grand Te’con quadrangle in 1898 a.nd sent a second party under

e 99'; Fayden, Report *op.‘elt.,,; i ’
-100. ‘Jones, W. K. Captain Us 8. nnglneers, Report on ‘the Reconnalssance
“of” Northwestern Wyoming;: Housa ﬁxecutlve document ‘no. 265, uB‘f
» u};'7?5hgress, Tst Sessione . ~
101.. Fryxell Story of Deadman's Bar, p. 132 After thls‘W 0. Owen
7 .did a considerable amount of surveying for the state in Jackson's
Hole during the early nineties. He named Emme Matilds Lake east
. of Jagkson Lake in honor of his wife. ﬂ
102, jBechler, keport, op. cit. vol. xii. .
103, Fryxell, f. m. Thomas Moran's Journey to the Tetons in 1879,
- Augustana Hlstorical Soclety Publloatlon‘ﬂo. 2, Rock Island, 11, 1952.
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Mr. Murphy in 1934 to remap the area on & more accurate basis. Many
ehéngeé in elevation from the old mep have been made, including the
iraisihg‘the Grend Teton from 13,747 feeiito 13,766. But, although fhevl
‘:.government ndw‘has manylinterests'in the'valley,_federal activities
ceased for a twenty—yéar period after the St. John survey until the
creation of the Teton Fo?estheserve in 1897; <Down té-lé&h, the.foving
hunter’or OCcasibna1 reservation’indian visited Jaékson!s Hole at in~

tervals., The valley was still beyond the frontier. -




IV - The Settler Stays

The arrzval of the flrst settlers in 188h marks the most. fundamental -
lchange in the valley s hlstory.l Moving from the Fqntenelle, kS stream
Achat flows into Green Rrvar fram the west about one hundred mlles south '
of Jackson s Hole, John Carnes anvadhn Holland w1th the fonner 8 Indlan
| w1fe, took up adjoining ranches 1n 188& 19& They had brought a wagan w1th‘
them, so had been forced to go up Green River to tha low dlvide that sepa~

'rates it from the Gros Ventre and go down the latter, the hlstoric Hdback

Canon trall belng toe steep and narrow for. the wagons at that trme. Bcth

R

of these orlglnal emlgrants left the valley before they died. Robert m.uv~=

105 L
Mlller, ‘ therefore, who settled there 1n 1885 became. the flrst settler 5

“to taka JackSOn 8 Hole his permanent home.\ It was' mr. Mlller who brought

the flrst wagon over Teton Pass in 1885, thus startlng a road haWever bad

that devaloped into the main artery between the valley and the out31de .

world.

It 1s dlfflcult to complle a satlsfactory llst of early arrivals 1n }*7*'7

Jackson 8 Hole. Belng ‘an 1solated locality, twc hundred miles from svans—~ﬂ__w
4 106 : ' S -
;tqn, the nearsst town 1n the tarrltory of Wyaning, ng records wsre _ j;:

it e o

e s

kept that mlght 1ead +6 an accurate count. A great deal of settling was

tht,;Sxone, UintavCounty, pu. 217-232 and Souvenxr Hlsto:l of Jackson's o S
o - Hel®, Pe T.- Se
105, = Stonme, Uinta County, Do 232 says that Mr. Mlller took. up land in .
oo Jacksonts Hble in 188& He probably did not settle there until 1885,;
,“fﬁlhowever, P .
106.  The county seat of Ulnta Gounty., Jaokson's Hole was in Uinta County,
- " which included the entire- -western #trip of Wyoming, south of Yellow= -
stone National Park until 1911 when' Lincoln County was formed out
of the central and northern portions with Kemmerer the county saat.,'
~In.1923 Teton County covering roughly the Jackson 5 Hole ares was :
’established. Jackson' is the county seate SR
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‘fkdghe,without original benefit of Public Landidffice. Humen memory
',cgﬁ still'ccmpile én adequate list of names;fbut‘the dates of grrivgl
éra apt to be er:oneous, and the'gresehce éfvtemporary ééitiers‘fbr— A
gotten. ol By 1889 thbre'were,prbbébly'siXty-four:péople livingzper*
manently in the valley, 1nc1uding Sylvester Wilson, Sellar Cheney,

and his brother, adward Blalr, Brlgham Adams, Mlchael Detweller, Carol
Thcmpscn, Lorenzo Bebee, Irv1n Wilson, "Sandy" Marshall J. P, Cunningv
ham, Willlam Crawford, John Cherny, Dick Turpln, JOhn Jadkson,vJack
‘Hicks, Stephen Ne. Leeg, Frank Wood and others. oqme of these, llke the
wilsons,.Chenéys, and Adéms, we:e-Mormqns frqm Idsho who thusvexte#ded
théfliné of settlement of Latter’DQy Saiﬁté;dne'valley‘farthéryaﬁajf
from Sélt iéke,City. The‘wilsqné'sattled near fhe Sgse of Teton Pégs‘
and the Cheneys moved’acrbsé‘fhe.Snake to the‘fertile south Park area.
Of all the early inhabitants, only thése»twa fémilies'have’numerous‘
descéndents of their néme in the %ailey téday. uffle Wilson and Howard 
Cheney‘were the flxst white children born in the valley, in 1891.. Some-i
of the-other'settlers,branched out‘from ranchzng in later llfe. Mr.

Mlller ‘became: “the pres1dent of the Jackson State Bank and a leadlng

citizen of the stsate. Ur. Leqk.soon specializqd‘on conducting,hunt1ng~

. 107. The bouvenlr Hlstory of Jackson‘s Hole contains the name s of a
' "»vnumber of..early settlers.‘fﬁanposed by seventh and eighth grade
pupils of the Jackson School in 192k, it is practically worthless
as an accurate record. Mrs. Stone's Uinta County, contains some.
material of early settlement, based largely on hearsay evidence.
These ‘are the only published accounts of this period. The wrlter 8
‘personal knowledge of the valley's hlstory gained from local © -
sources is not very complete. The statements made in the text that
follows are only those he has checked against the several sources.
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parties into the bigvgame country to the northeast of the valley.
bHis photographs and moving pictures of the scenery and game have had
’an 1mportant effect in both advert1s1ng the reglon and enlisting the .
g;d of‘game conservatlcnlsts in protectlng the elk herd. o

Both because of its- lack of transportatlon fa0111t19s and the short-
‘nesé of the grow1ng season, Jacksan s Hole is not a good 1ocallty for ‘
erop agrlculture. The better ranchers among the settlers planned their
afafm economy around a small cattle herd. Good summer graiihg among the
hills and plenty of irrigable land on which to‘raise a hay cfop‘for
winter enabled the energetic éettlers to soon have marketable beef.
* But the standard of living was low, so fﬁr from modern‘tranéportgtién;
~ ‘the number of cattle a‘single'réncher without Qapitél Gould atteﬁd to 
was small; and the wintefé were ﬁnﬁroductive,' It is'much to therqredit
of the'community that it exyanded‘as fapidly as it did under the §ircﬁmf
stghcss.t One féctor’favofed the settlers, however, fhe essentials of
i&nd wobd:and water were free. .The~lodgepole pine fhat surrounds the
valley prov;ded warm log houses and  plenty of winter fuel,  The thousan&s‘
'df 29 elk, deer and antelope that roamed through the valley and its ad—
jadent hlghlands furnlshed meet for_the taklng.’ Potatoes and hardy vegef
£#blss were reised on tﬁe ranch. th,all the séttlers,kho&ever, WG}evfori
‘ wardélooking men who wanted ﬁovgstéblish a héme on a decént stanéa;a bf‘;

living and increase the welfare of the community. Some were tfappers and -

108. These elk, now numbering sbout twenty thousand, that winter in
- Jackson's Hole and spend the summers in the high coumtry to the
- northeast end east. < ’
109. Probably about twenty-flve thousand elk then. Deer and antelope
' were also numerous, though the formsr are scarcer now, and the
latter completely gone from the valley.:
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woodsmen wﬁo homeeteaded a shall place but did notNimprove it, earﬁing
their 11v1ng by trapplng and huntlng and later guiding. The se meﬁlf
were plcturesque characters and honest cltlzens, but alﬁhough they cene
trlbuted to the valley 8 subsequent popularlty as a huntlng and dude ;'v
.renchlng center, they dld not»form«the backbonevof the ranching community.
In July 1886 when as yet there were only & few settlers in the valley
and. none An the northern end, there oocurred the most gruesome crime 1n.
its history--a trlple murder on what is now known as Deadman's B’ai'.,ll0 i
‘A group of fouriéermanS'lll arrived at o p01nt on‘Snake Rlver in the
lnorthern part of Jackson s Hole about’ the flrst of June and began slulce
mining operatlons for:gold; About two months later three bodles were
'found loosely burled in a bank, the heads of two of " them bedly mashed
.88 though'by an,axe. Phe fourth member of the party who had gone to
'fTeton Bas;n was soon‘arrested and charged with the murder of all three.
‘Thls men, John Tonnar, pleaded self~défenSe and was taken to uvanston

for trlal, where on Aprll 19, 1887 he was &cqultted by a Jury. Fls story o

0 was: that the other partners had de01ded to exclude h1m from their partner-:

o ;shlp and told h1m to get out, On‘hls remonstranoes and efforts_to‘at»

: least nmaln hlS own persanal property and the othensganged up - on hlm,i
o and when one. yelled "Kill the s-= of & b---“, Tonnar sald‘he broke‘loose,

.;;grabbed his gun and shot them dead in rapld su009551on. eThe4bruises

'vef3110. Dr. Fryxell's Story of ‘Deadmen's Bar. 1ncludes statements fmile
7 Wolff and WillTem Crawford made. In 1928, en account from Cheyenne
AT ~Da11y Sun for  April 17, 1887, and the record of the District Court.
© 111, Henry Welter, Tigerman, August Telleﬁberger and John Tonnar. . T
Welter was from Luxembourg. Fryxell, Story of Deadman's Bar p.ll32‘ v

- (P.A.Hollins in The :Cowboy, p. 52 (N.Ys Seribnerts 1932; (Thls last:E”'
to note. 112) , 1 ; : o




'gfeatly exaggerated.v © Two horse thieves were traced to Jackson's Hole

;by law officers from the outside. They were located at the Cunningham‘f

A'wvuld have at least glven the men a chance’ to surrender.
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were explained as the result of throwing the bodies down the bank to-

';»Whére he bufied them. Although the jury belleved the story, the coroner's

examlnatlon whlch revealed no broken bones below the heads leads toa

strong,suspicion that he attecked thsm w1th anvaxe, probably while they

»slebt. That he may have been‘justified is possible,'bedause they had
'71been known to quarrel, the three o; them agalnst Tonnar, The casé,
iyorigznatlng as 1t dld in such an out-of-the-way locallty, excltad a

‘iigreat deal of 1nterest throughout Wyomlng, and undoubtedly led many to

lmaglne'that Jackson 8 Hole was~full of="bad men' .

Another 1ncldent ocourred during the early nlnetles, which has been
112

Ranch;where they had wintéred in & two room log house along,with & man

who wa.s working for Cunnlnaham. One morning a posse of seventeen men

ksurroﬂnded the cabln, hldlng bahlnd the outer ranch bulldlngs and 1n

‘: the bushes._ When the flrst rustler came out of the door he wa.s shot ‘

w1thout £} warnlng. Nhereupon the seccnd, ‘swearing he would sell his -

llfe dearly, ran out and oefore he was rlddled by the Dosse 8 bullets,

‘ succeeded in emptylng hls gun, though w1thout results. rTha posse was
cOmposed largely of young men who have 31nce.become‘promihent citizéhé.

“,”hey do not look back on the affair with pride., Mbré experienced men

112. Rollins, The Cowboy, contains a reference to this incident that
makes the posse appear brave heroes against .deadly outlaws.,-.,
The writer has heard many erroneous accounts of it himself. =~ .
.The following is sccording to the statements- of the most rellable ,
*members of the posse.
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feanwhile in the early nineties, the people of the Valley and the

state’as‘a whole‘began to realize that’they had a valuable cash asset
in the thousands of elk‘thdt made the Jackson's Holé‘region thé‘best
hunting country left in the United Stateé; 3 Hunters, many of them
woalthy basterners, came in to collect trophles, and the money that they
spent for guldes and outflts put the valley on its feet flnanclally.
:Ranchers obtained good cash prizes for acccmmodatlng hunting parties,
and packlhg them into the best game terrltorles. The business was highly
profitable ‘and soon became the most 1mportant feature in the economic
1ife-of Jackson's Hols. Most of the Homesteaders in the northern and.
~ eastern part of the vailey joined this outfitting of hunters with regﬁ—'
lar ranching and wintgr ﬁrapping, to form a reéular and agreeable routing.
of work. The ranchers iﬁ the central and southerq portions relied more

on crops and larger cattle herds.

The 8tate of Wyoming,'which had been admitted to the Union on- July

16, 1890, wanted to insure the elk's greservation and at the same time
realize some revenus fram its natural asset, adopted game laws that placed
a:closed season on tﬁe elk during the winter, spring and éummer, and also
required the purchase §f>licenses to‘hUnt, with a limitation on;tﬁa ﬁumber
killed on eéch license. Naturally there was some illegal poaching by &
few, but the,great.éajority‘of ranchers kept the spirit of thsllaw,Lif
 ﬁot always the exact 1ettef,‘and‘resented any;gnlawful:diminution of their .

game supply.

115, In addition to elk, deer, and anfelope (see note 109),'a‘huntéf
could and still can, get mountain sheep, moose and bears.
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;,The{ieoel‘qett}ersehad sarly proﬁééted‘against Indian huntihg‘parfies
1eaeiﬁg the resefeetioes;. By 189h,when the value of the elk was belng
realized, ehe protests were numeroue, l;h buf in Evanston, the county
secat, Cheyenne, and Washlngton, llttle 1nterest was aroused. ‘In *the sum~-l :
mer of 1895, the settlers therefore took matters into thelr own hends, |
115 when a band of Bannocks from Fort Hall refused to d331st from kllllng
elk a posse of twenty—seven\men was formed under Willlam Mannlng of Teten~~
Basin, .later of Jackson, to take the'Indians 1nto,custody., The Indlans ,
relled on thelr Treaty of 1868 with the Unlted States GOVernment by whleh a

they were granted ‘the rlght to kill game on unoccupled 1ands when et peaee

with the whites. The settlers were actlng under warrant to enforce the :

.state game laws of February 20, 1895 making it a mlsdemeanor to hunt out

of season as it then was (July)' The posse found a band of Bannocks, 1n-‘,.

'cludlng women. and children, camped on e trlbutary of the Hoback River,

and rellev1ng them of their arms, started to escort them to Jackson for

trxal before a Justlce of the Peace. The Indlans were undoubtedly afraid g

'of the treatment they would get, away from bovernment authorltles, at
1‘/the hands of settlers, so while rldlng along the base of 8 gentle slope
;the Indlans suddenly madé an uphill - dash through the - trees that caught

, the officers by surprlse. They shot after the fleeing Bannocks, but the

forest cover prevented them fram‘belng very effeetlve. -One Indlan,rhow-'

‘ever;'was killed'in the escape. A baby died from falllng tc the ground

from his mother s horse, and a llttle boy was separated from the band, to

11, Annual Report of the Commlssioner of Indian Affairs, 189h pe

115, Ibld., 1895, pp. éo-ao
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be found later by the posse. The rest, nine men and thirteen squaws,

-;ﬁascaped to Fort Hall ReserVatlon. Officers of the Army and representa¥‘

'i"ﬁlrtlves of the Indlan Bureau visited Jackson s Hole to 1nvestigate, but

116

"ﬁthook no actlon agalnst the: settlers. : IniOetober.one of the Bannoeks

: named Race Horse surrendered to Sherlff Werd of Uinta County at SVanston
Mfor the purpose of maklng a test case.» He Was convmcted of kllling seven

“‘elk on July 1, 1895 in v1olatlon of: the Wyoming game law and 1mmed1ately
.'sued in Federal Court in Qheyenne for a wrlt of Habeas Corpus, pleadlng

;the treaty of 1868 It was admltted that the region to the southeast of
;, 117 | :
.Jackson's Hole where the offense occurred was unoccupzed accordlng
' 118
; to the meanlng of the treaty "The Clrcult Court granted the’writ :

“upholdlng the super1or1ty of the federal treaty, but the Unlted States
o o119 .
. :Supreme Court in an oplnlon by Justlve Whlte‘ reversed thevdeclslon.

: The ownershlp by the state of its w11d11fe was. thus absolutely established.‘
The dlsposal of the Indlan huntzng dlfflculty, however, d1d not soIVe {jf

' all the' game problems. About this time fTusk hunters were. becomlng actlve"

>£1n the Jackson 8 Hole country. These were men who shot elk for thelr‘twor
‘lg;front tusks of teeth leav1ng the head hlde and meat to go to waste.
‘tIf unchecked, they-could ‘have serlously depleted the size of* the herd
An a very short time. of course, the game wardens and then the forest

. rangers kept checklng thelr act1v1ties as best they could. Prices for

_good bull tusks reached a hlgh of about thlrty dollars a palr in 1905, ”,“‘

jlllég rAt Tirst the . country was startled by a report of an Indian War.«,ff_
~ . Later public opinion became incensed at this "massacre’ by the ‘set~’

~tlers, feeling thattwenty~seven armed men were utterly ungustlfied

in shootlng at a lesser number of unarmed men, women and children -
in order %o keep them from escaping a charge of mere misdemeahor, =

‘Ibid. 1895, p. 69 quoting from New York Evening Post, August 2, 1899{e

117. In an area of 36 by 40 miles there were ‘only seven ranches, In Re
o Race Horse, 70 Fed Rep., 598 Rt
118. Teid. .

119.  Ward v. Race Horse, 163 U. 8. 50&

i T

It
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unusually flne speclmens brlnglng up to seventy- flve dollers. Cow tusks

never ‘were worth more than five dollars, so in general the hunters kllled

h‘only the bull elks. About 1901 or 1902 the ankley gang, composed of

121

Jhlham B:mkley, Bill Mormtt, ~ Charles Purdy, and BillIsael (?)

v began its 1llegal slaughterlng. Their inroads on the eik~hérd during
the per;od of high prices for teetﬁ:became so serious that a éroup of
:1egitimate,loca1 hunters was‘called together in ﬁhé fall of 1906 by Crtho

- Williems. At the meeting they held, a resolution was adopted, that tusk

hunting must stbpiéﬁd the four men leave the country within three days.

The geng followed the hint éndvquickly moved out, thus ending £he orgahized

- phase of this unigue occupstion. In the fell of the yéar,whsn the elk

band together and stert down from the high country toward the valley, e

gobd hunter can kill six or seven bulls at one time. -Althdugh an elk's

tusks can be extracted from the living animal that has been roped and

thrown,,this is generallyktoo much ﬁrouble, so most are killed. ' About

1920 tusk hunting was revived for a short time, but at present the prices

are too low to make the practicse worth while. -

ﬁroﬁ»aboutfl890 down to the vresent, the greatest threat to the elk

-hasfﬁeen‘starvatioh, for thé"rancher with his fences took‘away the normal
-~ winter range of the animals and forced them to winter in the 10Wér hills

- where a severe winter ﬁill prevent them from getting any féed, Fdrtunafely,‘

120. The following account ‘of tusk hunters in general and the Blnkley
gang in particular is taken from a statement made to Dr. Fryxell
by Mr. Charles Hedrick during July and August 193/y. - Other accounts
of these illegal hunters agree with that of Wr. Hedrick. :
121. Merrit married Binkley's daughter, Sadie.  They now own a fine
ranch in Stanley Basin, Idaho, which the writer v1s1ted in 193h
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this danger has been greatly reduced since about 19U9 when the local
‘ranchers)firsﬁ'put out hay for ﬁhe elk. This winter feeding is now dome
joiﬁtly‘by.the United States Biological Survey, the Isaac Walton League,
and the State of Wyoming.

The vast forest areas surrounding Jackson’s Hole were little wanted

by prlvate 1nd1v1duals when the federal governm@nt began its ccnservatlon '

 policy. There Was therefore allght oppos1t1on when Teton Forest Reserva—
tion was created in 1897 over . the ‘entire tlmbered region that dralns into
Jagkson‘skHole. Of course, many inhabitants grumbled over the supposed
closed door policy to privﬁteventerprise;’but active opposition was nog.
strohg‘or efféctive. Mr. Charles De Loney became first supervisor in
1898. ThefForest Service has since then piéyed an éxﬁremeiy iméggﬁant
?é?ﬁ in thé afféirs of the valley. Iﬁs maianunctions are to protect
agalnst forest fires, enforce state and federal game laws, and to allot
summer pasturage to the cattle from the Valley. rrom its beglnnlng the
Teton Forest has been closad to domestlc sheep, a. pollcy in accord w1th

the w1shes of the ranchers of Jaakson‘s Hole who a few years before the

establishment of the Forest Reserve had had to resort to forceful methods

.to keep sheepneq from bringing their flopks to the valley, the general
feeling beiné that‘theicattle and the gﬁméqtook up all'aVailablefgrass;"
Which shegp.would soon crﬁp clean, Evsn dﬁring its first ten yeérs,;

* the Forest Séfviee'opengd up meny ofvits'résburces to indi#iduals by
léases, 'Seve;al summer’campé ﬁere built‘along~Jackson's La§é, §awmills f

were put ﬁp, end coal mines up the Gros Ventre River were opened; but
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their sctivity was not great and the lumber and coal were iny,sonsumed

llocally.

: By the year 1907, the hundredth anniversary of CoBar s dlscovery, B

when the perlod under con31deratlon here is ended, ranches were spread

out over almost all sections of the valley.‘ The south Park area wasrwell‘

faksnﬂup; The wast side of Jackson s, Hole, sspeclally where Spread

Creek and ths Gros Ventrs enter the vallsy, had many scattered ranches.

There were smsll communlties at the base of Teton Pass, " at the outlet

of Jackson Lake,‘and in the qouth center of %the Valley.: The latter
122

settlsment hed at first been qalled;Marysvllleg but before 1t was

mofé'ﬁhanAjust 8 psst sfficé'the present'titls Of Jackson‘was usad.

"~ Jackson boasted a hotei, post office, school, ssvsral general stores of

which the oldest we.s Mr..DeLoney s, saloons and not very meny houses.:
The bank newspaper, hospltal drug stors,'et cetera were not yet estab-

lished., - Thsre were about twenty-four pnplls in the Jackson school 1n

‘ 1906, s ane of whom came from ranches outs1de the town. ACheneysln‘South

kkPark- Wllson-at ths base of Tetoanass, Zenith in SprlngsGulsh, gﬁ‘ths

: csnter of the valley, Moran at the outlet of Jackson's Lake, blk at the

'mouth of bpread Creek, and Kelly on the Gros Ventre were names of schools_
ﬁiiand post olecas. Kelly was, the largest communlty of them. The valley s;:'i“

\anly ehurch Mormon, had been bullt in 1905.

122, Souvenlr History of Jaekson s Hole, pe. 29, says it. was called
smarysviile, but outsidd contemporary reports use the form ”Marys-
vale"., Annual report of the comm1351onsr of Indien aff&lrs, 1895,
pe 63 f£f. : L

I |
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The history of Jackson's Hole after 1907 is one of modern progress.

4 7¢ The dude ranches, 1naugurated in that year became the most 1mportant
'ffbu51ness venture. More recently good roads and the establlshment of

,’tﬁé Gténa Tetpn Rétional Park'in 1929 have»brought thousands of_autbmof

biiéitbufists., Thé~creation Qf'Tétoh County in 1923 and‘the violent

 debatas over the questlon of park extension have added some 1nterest1ng

p011t10a1 factors to the valley' s history.  But all these phases'are

,really 8 unit in that they deal with the problem of recreatlon and con-~

 :> servationfthaﬁ loom largest in the;present ‘and future deVelopmsnt ofl

Jacﬁsbn's Hole. Theyfconsfitﬁta'ah interesting study in thexmbdernf

Jacksqn'é Hole, & show place of the nation, the old westkon paradg~before C

her cash .customers,

o
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