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PREFACE 

This report has been prepared as a repository of information gained 
through research of historic documents and fabric investigation and as an 
aid in the preparation of the contruction documents for the adaptive 
restoration of the 11 core structures in the historic zone of the Herbert 
Hoover National Historic Site: 

P. T. Smith house ( HS-2) 
Hannah Varney house (HS-4) 
Dr. L.J. Leech house (HS-5) 
Laban Miles house (HS-6) 
Amanda Garvin house ( HS-7) 
Charles E. Smith house ( HS-8) 
James Staples house (HS-9) 
E.S. Hayhurst house (HS-10) 
Isaac Miles farmhouse ( HS-11) 
David Mackey house (HS-18) 
William Wright house (HS-19) 

All available historic documentary material, photographs, and physical 
evidence of the structures have been collected, studied, and synthesized 
in an effort to provide the most accurate detail possible for the adaptive 
restoration of these structures. 

A number of persons have assisted in many ways in the preparation of 
the architectural data. Particular thanks go to the following: 

Wilbert R. Hasbrouck, FA I A, who as our contracted consultant 
studied the documentary material, assisted in writing the 
architectural data and historic documentation sections, and provided 
the appendix on original paint colors 

All of the members of our firm, who, in one way or another, had a 
part in the finished document, with special emphasis on the 
following: Michael L. Barnes, who was in charge of the drafting 
and was editor for the coordination of the text and drawings; Gail 
E. Marquart, AlA, for the section on cost estimates; and Dorothy 
Garrett, for her patience in typing and retyping of the text 

Frank Pulley Associates, who were our consultants on energy review 
studies 

Charles Barnes, our professional engineering consultant 

Edwin C. Bearss, who did the initial research on and wrote the 
following National Park Service publications-- 11 Historical Base Map 
and Grounds Study 11 (July 20, 1968), 11 The P.T. Smith House 11 

(September 30, 1969), 11 The Buildings in the Core Area and Jesse 
Hoover's Blacksmith Shop 11 (November 30, 1970), and 11 The Hoover 
Houses and Community Structures 11 (November 30, 1970)--and who 
willingly helped us with his recall of some research to clear up 
specific points in question 

ix 



J. Patrick Wilden berg 1 audiovisual archivist of . the Herbert Hoover 
Presidential Library 1 who was responsible for. reproducing the 
historic photographs used in this ·report; his cooperation and 
technical knowledge were invaluable in copying original photographs 

National Park Service staff: George A. Thorson, AlA, supervisory 
historical architect, Denver Service Center; Francis 0. Krupka, 
project historical architect, Denver Service Center; and. Randall .J. 
Biallas, AlA, regional historical · architect of the Midwest Region 

Grant A. Petersen, superintendent; Betsy Duncan-Clark, park 
historian; and other employees of the Herbert Hoover National 
Historic Site, West Branch, who were always willing and helpful to 
aid us in our research 

The followng residents and former residents of West Branch, who 
extended themselves to make me welcome and shared their resource 
materials, recollections, and historic photographs: Mrs. Golda 
Gruwell, Mrs. Lucille Vincent, Mrs. John Kofron, Mrs. Ona Morris, 
Mr. Glen Speight, Mrs. Glenn Hoffman; Mr. L.C. ·Rummells, Mr. Sig 
Larson, Mr. Ross Sayles, Mrs. Floyd Fawcett; Mrs. Grace Moore, 
Mrs. Karen Laszczak, Mr. Glenn Brown, Mrs. Faunetta Oakley, the 
Jeffries brothers, and Jack Maher, editor of the West Branch Times 

The following departments and groups who helped in providing 
research material: Herbert Hoover Presidential Library, West 
Branch; Scattergood School library, West Branch; University of Iowa 
library, Iowa City; Iowa State Historical Society library, Iowa City; 
Iowa State Historical library, Des Moines; the Des Moines Register 
and Tribune photographic library; the West Branch Heritage Society; 
the Cedar County Historical Society at Tipton; and the West Branch 
Times ----
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INTRODUCTION 

On August 12, 1965, President Lyndon B. Johnson signed Public Law 
89-119 authorizing establishment of Herbert Hoover National Historic Site 
in the state of Iowa 11 to preserve in public ownership historically 
significant properties associated with the life of Hoover. 11 The legislation 
authorized the acquisition of lands or interests in lands necessary to 
ensure preservation of the significant historic properties. It also 
provided for the appropriation of funds to develop the national historic 
site and to preserve the historic resources associated with Herbert 
Hoover. 

The preservation of these historic resources had begun in 1938 with the 
restoration by the Hoover family of the birthplace home of the 31st 
president. Lou Henry Hoover, the president•s wife, had taken a personal 
interest in this restoration project, which served as the beginning of a 
historic preservation effort that continues today. 

According to John Hiett, in 11 Park History of Herbert Hoover National 
Historic Site, 11 Lou Henry Hoover, other family members, and friends 
realized that the restored birthplace would require ongoing care, and 
they urged formation of a private association to take custody of the 
cottage. The result was the formation of the Herbert Hoover Birthplace 
Society on March 22, 1939. Through efforts of this private society and 
its successor organizations, the Hoover Birthplace Park grew to 
encompass not only the president•s birthplace, but a blacksmith shop 
constructed as a representation of the one owned by his father, Jesse 
Hoover, and the restored Friends meetinghouse, in which he had 
worshiped as a West Branch youth. 

These early restoration efforts formed the basis for development of the 
policy, as enumerated in the 1965 legislation authorizing establishment of 
Herbert Hoover National Historic Site, that not only the birthplace of Mr. 
Hoover should be preserved but also the structures associated with his 
West Branch boyhood. 

Following Herbert Hoover•s death on October 20, 1964, several bills were 
entered in both the U.S. House and Senate authorizing establishment of a 
park to memorialize the 31st president. In response to these bills, the 
National Park Service issued in April 1965 a master plan for a proposed 
Herbert Hoover Birthplace National Historic Site. Citing threats to the 
historic resources then comprising the Hoover Birthplace Park, the Park 
Service proposed the purchase of 155 acres of land, and it urged (1) 
removal of all nonhistoric structures from the area, (2) regrouping of 
historic or historically contemporary structures near the birthplace, and 
(3) restoration of the closed portion of Downey Street to the status of a 
historic trace. Also to be included within the 155-acre historic site were 
the existing Hoover Presidential Library, housing the presidential 
archives, and a museum containing exhibits depicting Mr. Hoover•s life, 
and the gravesite of President and Mrs. Hoover. Together, these 
historic and contemporary cultural resources would comprise a memorial to 
the life of Mr. Hoover. Upon passage of the legislation authorizing 
establishment, this proposal was adopted as the master plan for 
acquisition and development of Herbert Hoover National Historic Site. 

1 



Guided by the personal wishes of Mr. Hoover that his birthplace be 
located not in the midst of an empty park but rather as part of a 
neighborhood setting, the Park Service began land acquisition for the site 
in 1966, in accordance with the provisions of the master plan. A number 
of structures located within the acquisition area, and not associated with 
the 1874-1884 period of Hoover•s West Branch boyhood, . were removed· 
from the new historic site by sale or demolition. Two structures,· the 
C.E. Smith house (HS-8) and the Hannah Varney house (HS-4), were 
relocated to the area of the birthplace as a means . of recreating a 
neighborhood setting typical of that ·existing during the 1874-1884 period. 
The assemblage of houses that resulted 1 most of which have historical 
assoCiations with Hoover, provides the setting for the birthplace home of 
Herbert Hoover, and it serves in part as a buffer between the resulting 
historic zone, or core area, and the adjacent modern town of West 
Branch.. A reVISIOn in 1969 of the master plan that had guided 
acquisition and development of the historic site since its authorization in 
1965 strengthened this objective of preserving these historic structures . 
and creating a neighborhood setting typical of that existing in West 
·Branch and the Midwest during Hoover•s 1874-1884 boyhood years in 
Iowa. 

Detailed research of the retained historic structures was generally lacking 
at the time acquisition for the historic site began. However, four historic 
resource reports by National Park Service historians (see· U.S. 
Department of the Interior, National Park Service 1968, 1969, 1970, and 
1971) provided sufficient data to permit the initiation of emergency 
stabilization and basic preservation of the structures. Based on the 
historic data obtained through this research, it was suggested that this 
restoration reflect the period of 1905-1910. Research conducted for this. 
study, however, uncovered sufficient data to permit restoraton reflecting · 
the historic period of 1874-1884. 

This later research showed that eight of the 11 houses retained ·to 
provide a neighborhood setting were present during Herbert Hoover•s 
childhood in West Branch. The remaining three, the Leech (HS-5), 
Varney· (HS-4), and C.E. Smith (HS-8) houses, were built later, but in 
sympathetic architectural styles contributing to the 1874-1884 
neighborhood setting~ These 11 structures, in conjunction with the 
Hoover birthplace ( HS-1), blacksmith shop ( HS-16), Friends meetinghouse 
(HS-3), the 1853 West Branch schoolhouse (HS-17), the traces of Downey 
and Poplar streets, and associated boardwalks and outbuildings, comprise 
the historic resources situated in site•s core area. Ten of the structures 
are located within sight of the birthplace cottage. . The eleventh 
structure, the Isaac Miles farmhouse (HS-11), was also present during 
the historic period, and although not within view of the birthplace, it is . 
typical of the farms familiar to Herbert Hoover as an Iowa youth. 

The research and drawings undertaken for this report have led to 
recommen'dations to restore eight of the 11 houses to the historic period 
of 1874-1884 and the remammg three to their periods of original 
construction. The interiors of the houses will also be adapted either for 
use as living quarters for National Park Service personnel, or for various 
other administrative purposes. Some late period additions, which are 
visually compatible on the outside with each other 1 with the birthplace 
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cottage, and with the historic scene, will be retained in order to provide 
more functional structures. 

The 11 Addendum to the Master Plan , 11 issued in 1977 and approved on 
February 28, 1978,· identified the adaptive uses of the 11 structures 
covered by the study. To be used as quarters are the Hannah Varney 
(HS-4), James Staples (HS-9), L.J. Leech (HS-5), C.E. Smith (HS-8), 
David Mackey (HS-18), William Wright (HS-19), E.S. Hayhurst (HS-10), 
and Isaac Miles (HS-11) houses. The P.T. Smith house (HS-2) will be 
used as an interpretive center and will be accessible to the public. The 
Amanda Garvin house (HS-7) will function as a curatorial storage and 
work structure, and the Laban Miles house (HS-6) will accommodate the 
site's interpretive division. 

This report is in two volumes: Volume 1 contains the body of the text, 
volume 2 the appendixes. Each chapter of the text is devoted to a single 
historic structure. Chapters are divided into administrative and 
architectural data. sections. Under administrative data, the historical 
classification and proposed use are discussed. Under architectural data, 
historical research is documented, the results of fabric and site 
investigations are· given, and the proposed treatment is outlined. At the 
conclusion of each chapter are the as built drawings and plats for the 
structure and a number of descriptive photographs. The appendixes 
consist of energy review studies for each structure,. cost estimates, 
results of original paint color examinations, related historic photographs 
and maps, a brief discussion of laws and policies affecting the national 
historic site, and the existing conditions and preliminary design drawings 
for all of the 11 structures. 

All construction and restoration recommended in this report could be 
accomplished using standard techniques available locally to reduce costs 
and to still provide a historically accurate representaton of the houses. 
All 11 houses will serve as background for the birthplace cottage, which 
will be, as Mr. Hoover expressed to the author in the 1960s, 11 one of 
many small houses located in the neighborhood. 11 
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P. T. SMITH HOUSE (HS-2) 

ADMINISTRATIVE DATA 

Historical Classification 

The P. T. Smith house ( HS-2), located in West Branch, Iowa, is 
classified as 11-b, or third order of historical significance, which is 
described in the NPS "Management Policies" as a resource that meets the 
basic criteria for listing on the National Register of Historic Places and is 
of local or park significance. It is listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places as part of the Herbert Hoover National Historic Site. 

The structure is. currently unoccupied and in fair to deteriorated 
condition. Plan HS-2:P3 (volume 2, appendix F) and photographs HS-2:1 
and 2 show existing conditions after the 1977 stabilization work, and 
photographs HS-2: 3 and 4 show the house prior to stabilization. 

Proposed Use and Justification 

The P. T. Smith House is visible from within the site boundaries and to 
the approaching public. It will be partially restored on the exterior to 

5 



·its appearance late in the historic period (1880s), as called for in the 
II Addendum to the Master Plan Herbert Hoover National Historic Site. "1 

The interior of the P. T. Smith house ·will be adaptively restored to serve 
as a multiple use educational assembly space, also called for in the 1977 
"Addendum to the Master Plan."2 The first floor will require substantial 
alteration to serve as a meeting place for organized groups before or 
after site tours. Provision. will be made for access by the physically 
handicapped to the first floor. The second floor, retaining its original 
room arrangement, will be adaptively restored for administrative and staff 
purposes. 

The 1970 "Master Plan," as amended in 1977, directs that the historic 
zone of the national historic site be restored to the appearance of a 
typical eastern Iowa. village of the period of Herbert Hoover's life in West 
Branch. As described in the "Task Directive," the present restoration 
program "provides for the rehabilitation of . . . buildings . which 
are located within the Historic District. This . . . concerns the exterior 
preservation/restoration and interior adaptive restoration of [the 11 
houses]. The exteriors . . . will be restored to ·an appearance 
compatible with the historic period." The "Task Directive" further states 
that "the purpose of this project is . . . to recreate a semblance of the 
immediate scene as it may have appeared during the years of Herbert 
Hoover's residence in the neighborhood (1874-1884). In pursuing this 
end, historically accurate and verifiable details are to be used whenever 
available. u3 

During the period 1.879-1884, Herbert Hoover lived next door to the Smith 
house. In his later years, Mr. Hoover was able to recall only three 
houses from his youth with any clarity. He vaguely remembered the 
second Hoover house, which was razed in 19234 and the Coombs house, 
which no longer exists. He did recall the P. T. Smith house,S which 
possesses significance as the only extant building in the immediate. 
neighborhood that Mr. Hoover could remember with any detail. 

1. U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, "Addendum 
to the Master Plan, Herbert Hoover National Historic Site" (1977), p. 15 
(hereinafter cited as USDI, NPS, "Addendum to the Master Plan"). 

2. Ibid. 

3. · USDI, NPS, "Task Directive, Herbert Hoover National Historic Site" 
(1977), p. 1. 

4. USDI, NPS, "The P. T. Smith House," by Edwin C. Bearss (1969), 
p. 3 (hereinafter cited as USDI, NPS, Bearss, "P. T. Smith House"). 

5. Letter from William J. Wagner to Fred C. Fagergren, May 21, 1969, 
on file with the Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation, National 
Park Service, Washington, D.C. 
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The interpretation of Herbert Hoover•s life in West Branch will require 
space for educational and orientation purposes. The use of one 9f .the 
few structures which Hoover actually remembered. in later years will-.l~nd 
credibility to the interpretive program because it will provide· a meet(ng 
place for organized groups before or after site tours. Also, the very 
presence of this structure will enhance the overall appearance of the 
resto1·ed community. · 

ARCHITECTURAL DATA 

Documentation of Historical Research 

Background Information. The house was built by Peter T. Smith in the 
late summer or early autumn of 1874.6 It was probably under 
construction at the time of Herbert Hoover•s birth in August 1874. There 
is no description of the house at the time of its construction; however·, 
there are a number of descriptions of later alterations to the house, 
which permit a determination of the original configuration of the house, as 
shown in HS-2: p..;1. · 

P. T. Smith and his family lived in their house throughout the period of 
Herbert Hoover•s life in West Branch. In the spring of 1885, P. T. 
Smith and his family left the community, and the house and entire block 
(block 31) was sold to Elisha Haines for $1,200.7 According to newspaper 
accounts during the summer of 1885, Haines began making improvements 
to his house almost immediately. He was 11 engaged in remodeling the 
whole structure and when completed this will be one of the most desirable 
residences in town. 11 8 He finished the renovation by August 1885 and 
immediately sold the house to I. N. Gruwell for $1,200.9 Haines 
apparently retained the remainder of the block and· recovered his initial . 
purchase price from this one sale. Apparently no recbrd of his expenses 
in renovating his house has survived. 

Gruwe11
6 

according to newspaper accounts, also made improvements to the 
house.1 The Gruwells lived in the house until early in 1889, when I. N· .. 

6. USDI, NPS, Bearss, 11 P. T. Smith House, 11 p. 10. 

7. Tipton, Iowa, Cedar County Courthouse, Court Records; Cedar 
County Town Lot Book M, p. 375 (all Cedar County records hereafter 
cited as CC); West Branch Local Record, June 11, 1885. 

8. West Branch Local Record, June 25, 1885. 

9. Ibid., August 27, 1885. 

10. Ibid . 
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Gruwell died, i1 but Mrs. Gruwell continued to live in the house until 
August 1889,12 at which time J.C. Branson and his family moved in.13 
Branson was a carpenter, and he may have made. some minor changes to · 
the house, although no record of such ha~. apparently survived. He died 
December 1889, while renting the house.14 His widow continued to live in 
the house, renting it from Mrs. Gruwell who had retained ownership after 
her husband 1s death. In 1891, the widow Branson moved out of the 
·house, and Henry Gregg rented it for several months, until it was rented 
·to Aaron Eaton.15 On November 18, 1891, Eaton purchased the property 
for $600. 16 About six months later, local newspaper accounts noted that 
Eaton was 11 trigging up . . . his residence. 11 17 The Eatons lived in the 
house until their deaths in 1911. 

No additional research (beyond that conducted by Bearss) documenting 
ownership of the P. T. Smith house has been conducted for the years 
from 1911 . to National Park Service acquisition of the property in 1967, 
although photographs (HS-2:8, 9, 9-A, 10, and 11) establish that the 
Oak.ley ·family. lived. there in 1915. Comparison of (ca. 1915) historic 
photographs to existing conditions (ca. 1967) show substantial changes to 
the exterior of the house prior to acquisition by the National Park 
Service~ These inCluded alteration of the front porch, chimneys, roof, 
exterior walls, north bay window, windows and shutters, basement 
access, fencing and walks, outbuildings, and site landscaping. 

Changes subsequent to National Park Service acquisition in 1967 include 
stripping of the exterior and several repaintings, reroofing with wood 
shingles, new foundation work (including the addition of a partial 
basement and a new exterior basement access stair)~ removal of all 
mechanical and electrical equipment and exterior chimneys, removal of the 
east lean-to addition and concrete slab, and rebuilding of the front 
porch. These changes primarily involved work on parts of the building 
previously altered from the historic appearance or dating from after the 
historic period; thus, their elimination does not appreciably affect the 
accuracy of the exterior partial restoration work proposed. 

Historic Photographs. The earliest available photograph (ca. 1900), 
HS-2:5, is a view of the south and west elevations of the house. This 
photograph shows the form of the front porch and a lean-to addition on 

11. · West Branch Local Record, January 17, 1889. 

12. West Branch Times, August 15, 1889. 

13. Ibid. 

14. West Branch Times, December 12, 1889. 

15. USDI, NPS, Bearss, 11 P. T. Smith House, 11 p. 17. 

16. CC, Book Q, p. 56. 

17. West Branch Times, April 7, 1892 . 
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the east side of the house at that time. Shutters are clearly visible, as 
are a picket fence and landscaping on the south side of the property. 

The next photograph available, HS-2:6, is a portion of an original 
photograph, also ca. 1900, showing the southwest corner detail of the 
front porch. It also shows the shutters to be a dark color and the porch 
columns and corner trim to be a different, slightly darker color than the 
siding, which appears to be very light. There is a darker accent color 
visible on the column base, cap, and windowsill. 

Photograph HS-2: 7 is an enlargement from the 1909 panoramic photograph 
of West Branch looking northwest, and it shows the east and south 
elevations of the house. The east addition and its lean-to, shutters, two 
chimneys, and the south bay windows are all clearly visible. 

Two other historic photographs, HS-2:8 and HS-2:9 (both ca. 1915), 
show details of front porch columns, front door, and a dark mark on the 
south elevation where the shutters have been removed. 

Historic photograph HS-2: 10 shows the north elevation, particularly the 
north bay and basement cellar door, as they appeared ca. 1915. 

Fabric and Site Investigation 

Exterior Walls. On the east wall of the two-story portion, above the roof 
of the one-story addition, there are wood clapboards nailed directly to 
the studs with cut nails (see photograph HS-2: 13). There appears to be 
only one coat of pigmented oil on these clapboards. They show no 
obvious signs of weathering, indicating this addition was built very soon 
after the original house and before the south bay window. Thus, the 
rear (east) one-story addition was an improvement made by P. T. Smith 
while he lived in the house between 1874 and 1885. 

Selective removal of a portion of the lath and plaster at the south bay 
window exposed wood clapboards behind the bay construction, which had 
been cut-in-place, indicating that this bay was also added after the house 
was built (see photograph HS-2: 12). These clapboards are nailed twice 
with pre-1890 cut nails differing slightly in size (one set obviously later, 
as they overlap a few of the original nails and split the boards in several 
places) .18 This, combined with the fact that there ar only three coats of 
paint on the clapboards, indicates that this south bay window was added 

18. American Association for State and Local History, Nail Chronology As 
An Aid To Dating Old Buildings, Technical Leaflet 48-----cNovember 1968T. 

p. 7 - Earliest wire nails were only available in very 
small sizes (for picture frames, etc.). Larger 
sizes were not widely available or used in 
American building construction until the third 
quarter of the Nineteenth Century. By the late 
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soon after the original house. was· built, either by Haines in 1885 or by 
the Gruwells in 1885-1889. 

The location of the north bay window was verified in 1977 during the 
stabilization program undertaken by the National Park Service when the 
original· foundation was uncovered and recorded. Selective removal of a 
portion of the interior lath and plaster at this location revealed framing 
for a door, further verifying the location of the bay. The use of wire 
nails in ttie framing indicates that this bay was not original to the house. 
The location of the door indicates that its configuration was not the same 
as that of the bay· on the south side of the house. The clapboards west 
of the west window, within the perimeter of the north bay, are attached · 
with cut nails, further indicating that the bay was added later. This is 
substantiated by the lack of evidence indicating previous nailing on the 
original studs at this point. It can be concluded that the north bay was 
either an improvement made by the Gruwells in 1885-1889 or by the 
Eatons In 1892. In either event, it was added after the 1874-1884 historic 
period. · 

The ceiling joists .over the south 5 feet of the one-story east addition run. 
north and south, while the remainder run east and west, indicating that 
this portion was a later addition. The original foundation (before it was 
replaced in 1977, during stabilization by the National Park Service) also 
indicated that the east addition had been enlarged to the south. The 
original evidence having been removed, it is no longer. possible to date 
this portion accurately. The addition had to have been constructed prior 
to 1900, since it is evident in photograph HS-2:5. Because the east wing 
itself was constructed at· some point between 1874 and 1885, it can be 
concluded that the. addition to the east wing was made sometime between 
1885 and 1900--by Haines in 1885, by the Gruwells between 1885 and 1889 
(before his death), by the Bransons in 1889, or by the Eatons between 
1891 and 1900. 

Stripping and repainting of the exterior by the National Park Service in 
1978 revealed burn marks on the clapboards, indicating that the paint had 
been removed at sometime. Thus, the only places where the original 

pp. 9-10 -

p. 10 -

1880's, they were fast superceding cut nails 
because of their relative cheapness. 

The earliest wire nails were not made for 
building construction, but rather in the smaller 
sizes for pocket book frames, cigar boxes, etc. 
American wire nail machinery was not really 
perfected until the 1860's and 70's. 

Wire nails did not really become the dominant 
type · until the 1890's, and many builders 
preferred using cut nails well into the Twentieth 
Century. The greater holding power of cut 
nails was certainly a factor. 
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paint might have been in place prior to the 1978 work was behind the 
south bay and on the east wall of the two-story portion and possibly 
behind the exterior chimney which stood on the south side of the house 
before the 1977 stabilization work (see appendix C). 

Roofs. Patches visible in the roof sheathing over both the one-story 
addition and the original house indicate where the original chimneys for 
each section went through the roof. 

Examinaton of the spaced-sheathing roof construction indicates that 
originally the roofs were covered with wood shingles. 

Exterior Attachments. Examination of the front (west) porch roof · 
construction reveals that it is original to the house, although the 
remainder of the porch (columns, trim, and floor) has been substantially 
altered. Since the porch retained its original configuration through 1915 
(see photographs HS-2:8, 9, 9-A, and 11), these changes occurred well 
after the historic period. 

Interior Information. Removal of the wood lath and plaster on the second 
floor exterior walls showed that originally the interiors of these walls 
were finished with rough-sawn 1- by 12-inch boards laid horizontally (see 
photograph HS-2: 14). The use of cut nails for the lath and the lack of 
finish on the wallboards indicates that these boards were covered with 
plaster quite early, probably by P. T. Smith sometime between 1874 and 
1885. 

The wood lath and plaster at the first-floor level is original, except 
where changes were made for the north and south bay windows and for 
the east addition. 

The first-floor framing of the one-story addition is different from that of 
the two-story part, indicating that it was not built at the same time. 
Also apparent in the first-floor framing is the location of the original 
interior stair to the basement within this addition. 

Treatment 

The work proposed to provide for the adaptive restoration of the P. T. 
Smith house, as described in the 11 Administrative Data 11 section, is 
discussed below. 

Exterior. The following partial restoration is proposed: 

Plaster the existing stone foundation in the manner of the historic 
period, and alter the nonhistoric (1977) exterior basement stair to 
reflect its historic configuration. 

Restore the front (west) porch to its appearance during the historic 
period, providing unobtrusive access for the physically handicapped. 

Restore the four exterior elevations to their appearance during the 
historic period, retaining the existing south bay and the enlarged 
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rear (east) addition. This will include repa1r1ng and/or replacing all 
deteriorated clapboards and trim; providing new shutters, storm 
windows, and· screens for all windows, as well as storm doors and 
screens for all exterior doors; and repairing all existing historic 
two-over-two sash. Nonhistoric sash will be removed and new sash 
provided to match original. 

Reconstruct two historic chimneys in their original locations. 

Provide an attached, exterior, below-grade concrete pit to conceal 
the air-conditioning condenser; plaster the exposed (above-grade) 
portion to match the foundation of the house, and provide a metal 
safety grate and a removable,sloped, wooden winter cover. 

Paint the exterior of the house using historic colors (see 
appendix C). 

Interior. The interior will be adaptively restored as follows: 

Adapt the present dining room and living room spaces to provide a 
single educational assembly area sufficient to accommodate up to 40 
persons, meeting all requirements for educational occupancies 
established by the Life Safety Code, 1976 edition; eliminate the 
existing kitchen and bath on the first floor; remove all existing wood 
lath and plaster and provide new gypsum lath and plaster; repair 
and/or replace all existing trim. 

Adapt the rear (east) portion of the first floor to provide public 
restroom space and a pullman-type serving kitchen with a rear exit 
corridor between the two. 

Repair the existing stairway to the· second floor, replacing worn-out 
treads and risers. 

Repair all second-floor rooms, retaining the existing configuration, 
and adapt to serve as staff offices; remove all existing wood lath 
and plaster; provide new gypsum lath and plaster; repair and/or 
replace existing wood trim. 

Remove the existing, deteriorated wood finish flooring throughout 
(first and second floors), and provide new wood flooring to match 
original throughout. 

Utility Systems. The utility systems will be modernized as follows: 

Remove completely the existing mechanical and electrical systems, 
and provide new heating, air conditioning, plumbing, and electrical 
systems, sized as required and meeting all applicable codes. 

Provide sufficient insulation to meet or exceed government energy 
conservation standards; insulate exterior walls during· restoration of 
the interior; provide attic and basement crawl space insulation 
throughout (see appendix A). 
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Security Systems. A security system will be provided as follows: 

Install fire detection equipment to tie in with the existing centrally 
monitored system. 

Install intrusion detection equipment to tie in with the existing 
centrally monitored system. 

Summary 

The exterjor of the house, built by Peter T. Smith in 1874, remained 
unchanged, with the probable exception of the original east addition, 
until it was sold to Haines in 1885. The physical evidence found 
suggests that the original one-story addition was 16 by 14 feet and was 
built very soon after the original house. This would indicate that it was 
built by Smith during his 11-year ownership of the house. Thus, with 
the exception of the east addition, the house in Hoover's time existed as 
it was originally built. 

The second major changes to the house, which have been documented, 
were made by Haines in the period from 1885 to 1889. These changes 
appear to have been primarily additions. The evidence previously cited 
indicates that these included enlarging the east addition and adding the 
south window bay. Since Haines obviously made the improvements to 
enhance the marketability of the house, the convenience of a fashionable 
dining room bay window on a southern exposure would have made a 
significant, though not overly expensive, improvement. 

It is also possible that Haines added the north bay window, although the 
construction details would indicate that it was built at a later time. It is 
likely that interior alterations were made at the same time, but these were 
not researched, since no restoration of the interior is anticipated. It is 
probable that Haines also would have painted the house after his rather 
extensive alterations, before selling the house to the Gruwells in late 
1885. 

The Gruwells also made improvements to the house in their four years of 
joint residency (1885-1889), 19 but there is no survtvtng record 
documenting these improvements. It is unlikely that the Gruwells were 
responsible for the construction of the north bay window, since post-1890 
wire nails were used in the rough framing for its interior door. It is 
also unlikely that Mrs. Gruwell would have made major changes in the 
seven months (January-August 1889) following her husband's death when 
she continued to live in the house. 

It is doubtful that either Branson, Gregg, or Eaton made any changes, 
since they rented rather than owned the property (1889-1891) . 

19. West Branch Local Record, August 27, 1885. 

13 



When Eaton did ·buy the house in 1891, he was 67 years old and 
essentially retired. Thus, while it is possible that the Gruwells built the 
north bay window between 1885 and 1889, it is more likely that Eaton 
built it during his 20 years of ownership (1891-1911), based on the use 
of post-1890 wire nails in its construction. 

Thus, the north bay window was almost certainly built after 1891. Its 
reconstruction will not be proposed since· it was constructed after the 
historic period, it would be expensive, and it would not add functionally 
to the structure. The south bay window is being retained because it will 
add to the functional usefulness of the structure, because it was built 
close to the historic period, and because it still exists intact. 

·The architectural work outlined in this section will bring the exterior of 
the P. T. Smith· house to an appearance similar to that of the historic 
period. The interior changes will provide facilities much needed by the 
National Park Service staff to properly present interpretive programs to 
the many visitors who come to the historic site throughout the year. The 
proposed partial exterior restoration/adaptive interior restoration will 
provide a useful structure appropriate to the appearance and purpose of 
the historic site. · 
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HS-2: 1 1 P. T. SMITH HOUSE 1 1978. Existing view looking northeast after stabilization. The 
original negative is at the Hoove'r Presidential Library 1 West Branch 1 Iowa. 

W. Wagner 1 photographer 1 Des Moines 1 Iowa 

e --- - - - - - - ~ - - - - - - -- -



I 
le 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

--
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

•• I 
I· 



-

·:\~~fi-w::: ': 

N 
~ 

' .. . ;! 

e 

HS-2:2, P. T. SMITH HOUSE, 1978. Existing view looking southwest after stabilization. The 
original negative is at the Hoover Presidential Library, West Branch, Iowa. 

W. Wagner, Photographer, Des Moines, Iowa 
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HS-2:3, P. T. SMITH HOUSE, 1977. View looking north prior to 'stabilization and removal of 
chimney. The original negative is at the Denver Service Center, National Park Service. 

F. Krupka, photographer, Denver, Colorado 
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HS-2:4, P. T. SMITH HOUSE, 1977. View looking southwest prior to stabilization. The 
original negative is at the Denver Service Center, National Park Service. 
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F. Krupka, photographer, Denver, Colorado 
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HS-2:5, P. T. SMITH HOUSE, ca. 1900. This is a portion of the original photograph looking 
northeast, and the earliest known photograph of the P. T. Smith house. It shows what 
appears to be the original west porch. Note that the columns are made of three pieces, the 
two outside ones breaking out into the arch. Also note the shutters on the original two-story 
house and the one-story addition to the east, as well as the additional pine trees next to the 
house on the south. The original photograph is with Karen Laszckak, West Branch, Iowa. A 
copy of the negative is at the Hoover Presidential Library, West Branch, Iowa (reference 
1900-61). 

Photographer unknown 
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HS-2:6, P. T. SMITH HOUSE. ca. 1900. This photograph is an enlargement of photograph 
HS-2: 5 and shows the southwest corner of the west porch clearly. Note that the shutters are 
a dark color, and it appears that the porch columns and corner trim are a different color than 
the siding (which appears to be almost white). The column base, cap, and windowsills· all 
appear to be painted with an accent color. The original photograph is with Karen Laszckak, 
West Branch, Iowa. A copy of the negative is at the Hoover Presidential Library, West 
Branch, I ow a (reference 1900-62). 

Photographer unknown 
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HS-2: 7, P. T. SMITH HOUSE, ca. 1909. This photograph is a detail from panoramic 
photograph 2 (see appendix D), looking northwest, and shows the enlarged east addition with 
a lean-to attached. (The lean-to was demolished in 1977 by the National Park Service.) Note 
that the corner trim is painted a different color. Also note the fence detail and the 
appearance of a street between the P. T. Smith house and the second Hoover house to the 
north. The original photograph is with G. Gruwell, Seal Beach, California, and the West 
Branch Heritage Society, West Branch, Iowa. A copy of the negative is at the Hoover 
Presidential Library, West Branch, Iowa (reference 1900-63). 

\ 
T. T. Hathaway, photographer 

- -- - - - - - - ,! - - - - - - _ .. -



I 
I 
C] 

GO 
0 
I 
I 

(]] 
II • I 
I 



w 
en 

e 

HS-2:8~ P. T. SMITH HOUSE, ca. 1915. View looking northwest. Note that there is no 
exterior chimney on the south, and the shutters are now gone, although markings on the 
siding indicate where they were. These dark areas could be dirt or could indicate that the 
siding was a dark color before the shutters were fastened back. The original photograph is 
with F. Oakley, West Branch, Iowa. A copy of the negative is at the Hoover Presidential 
Library, West Branch, Iowa (reference 1900-SGA). 

Photographer unknown 
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HS-2:9, P. T. SMITH HOUSE, ca. 1915. View looking east. This 
photograph shows details of the front porch columns and front door. 
Note the difference in color between the trim and siding. The color of 
the trim and the door appear to be the same. The original photograph is 
with F. Oakley, West Branch, Iowa. A copy of the negative is at the 
Hoover Presidential Library, West Branch, Iowa (reference 1956-57 A). 

Photographer unknown 
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HS-2:9A, P. T. SMITH HOUSE, ca. 1915. Bottom portion of photograph, looking east, shows a good 
detail of the boardwalk. Photographs HS-2:9 and HS-2:9A are two successive prints from a 
double-exposed negative. The two prints were put together and rephotographed, giving a composite 
showing the complete arch. The original photograph is with F. Oakley, West Branch, Iowa. A copy 
of the negative is at the Hoover Presidential Library, West Branch, Iowa (reference 1915-SSA). 

Photographer unknown 
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HS-2:10, P. T. SMITH HOUSE, ca. 1915. View looking west. This 
photograph of the north side of the house shows a good detail of the 
north bay window, shutters, and the cellar entrance. The original 
photograph is with F. Oakley, West Branch, Iowa. A copy of the 
negative is at the Hoover Presidential Library, West Branch, Iowa. 

Photographer unknown 
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HS-2: 11, P. T. SMITH HOUSE, ca. 1915. View looking southeast. This photograph shows the 
northwest corner of the front porch and the west elevation of the north bay window. Note the 
corner detail of the porch foundation and the porch column bases. Also, note that the 
boardwalk comes to the north end of the porch and then curves off to the left. The original 
photograph is with F. Oakley, West Branch, Iowa. A copy of the negative is at the Hoover 
Presidential Library, West Branch, Iowa, (reference 1915-59A). 

Photographer unknown 
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HS-2:12, P. T. SMITH HOUSE, 1978. View of original clapboards behind 
the south bay window construction. The original photograph and 
negative are at Wagner. Marquart. Wetherell. Ericsson. Architects, Des 
Moines, Iowa. 

M. Barnes, photographer 
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HS-2: 13, P. T. SMITH HOUSE, 1978. View of original clapboards on the 
east wall of the two-story portion, above the ceiling of the one-story 
portion of the house. The original photograph and negative are at 
Wagner. Marquart. Wetherell. Ericsson. Architects, Des Moines, Iowa. 

M. Barnes, photographer 
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HS-2: 14, P. T. SMITH HOUSE, 1978. This photograph shows the 1- by 
12-inch horizontal boards at the second floor which was the original wall 
finish. The original photograph and negative are at Wagner. Marquart. 
Wetherell. Ericsson. Architects, Des Moines, Iowa. 

M. Barnes, photographer 
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HANNAH VARNEY HOUSE (HS-4) 

ADMINISTRATIVE DATA 

Historical Classification 

The Hannah Varney house ( HS-4), located in West Branch, Iowa, is 
classified as 11-b, or third order of historical significance. It is listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places as part of the Herbert Hoover 
National Historic Site. 

The structure is currently being used as a residence and is in good 
condition. Plan HS-4: P3 (volume 2, appendix F) and photographs HS-4: 1 
and 2 show existing conditions. 

Proposed Use and Justification 

Although the Hannah Varney house was not present during Herbert 
Hoover•s stay in West Branch, it is very similar to houses which he would 
have known during his boyhood. As called for in the 1977 11 Addendum to 
the Master Plan, 11 the exterior of the Hannah Varney house will be 
partially restored to its original appearance. The interior will be 
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adaptively restored to serve as a residence for National Park Service 
·personnel. 1 . · 

The 1970 11 Master Plan, 11 as amended in 1977, directs that the historic 
zone of the national historic site be restored to the appearance of a 
typical eastern Iowa village of the 1880s.2 

The Varney house was built in 1899 and moved to its present site in 1967 
by the National Park Service. Although the house was built 15 years 
after Hoover left West Branch, and he would not have been familiar with 
it, the house does occupy the site of the McClellen house which did exist 
while Hoover lived across the street. 

It is inconsistent· with current National Park Service policies to 
reconstruct the house that originally occupied this site. ·Since the 
Varney house was built in a style compatible with the remainder of the 
neighborhood, it will add to the immediate scene of a typical eastern Iowa 
village during the period of Herbert Hoover•s life in West Branch, while 
fulfilling the park 1s need to provide an onsite · residence for 
management/security personnel. 

ARCHITECTURAL DATA 

·Documentation of Historical Research 

Background Information. The. earliest documentary · evidence of the 
Hannah Varney house is a newspaper article of April· 13, 1899, where 
Hannah Varney announced that she intended to build on a lot on South 
Downey Street.3 The 1901 Atlas of Cedar County, Iowa, includes a plat 

. of · t.he historic zone on which lot 83C is shown as being owned by Hannah 
·Varney (see volume 2, appendix D). 

The Varney house remained on lot 83C until it was moved to its present 
site, lot 87B, by the National Park Service in 1967. 4 During Herbert 
Hoover• s life in West Branch, lot 87B was the site of the D. E. McClellen 
house. 5 The McClellen house burned down in the early 1930s, and the 

. Varney house was moved there, in 1967, following removal by the National 
Park Service of a post-1930 era residence. 

1. USDI, NPS, 11 Addendum to the Master Plan, 11 p. 14. 

·. 2. Ibid. 

3. West Branch Times, April 13, 1899; June 29, 1899. 

4. USDI, NPS, 11 Buildings In The Core Area and Jesse Hoover•s 
Blacksmith Shop, 11 by Edwin C. Bearss and Wilfred M. Husted (1970), p. 
2 (hereafter cited as USDI, NPS, Bearss and Husted, 11 Core Area 11

) • 

5. Ibid., pp. 272-75. 
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A composite set of five Sanborn maps showing lot 87B in 1895, 1900, 
1906, 1912, and 1927 is included as plan HS-4: P5. The Sanborn maps do 
not show the McClellen house as it existed during Herbert Hoover•s life in 
West Branch. During this time, the house was turned 90 degrees, 
presenting its shorter elevation to the street. 6 It is unfortunate that lot 
83C, where the Varney house was originally located, was never included 
on any of the Sari born maps. 

The Varney house had several tenants between April 1900, when the 
Varneys moved out, and September 1915, when the property was sold to 

. Elwood Tatum as rental property. But no documented changes to the 
·house occurred during this time. 

On September 9, 1915, George and Lena Bl.unt moved into the Varney 
house. The following August the Blunts purchased the property from 
Elwood Tatum. 7 Mr. Blunt was a skilled carpenter, and he took care of 
the maintenance. He laid the. handsome hardwood flooring in the 
downstairs rooms and wired the house for electricity. He built a lean-to 
addition in back of the house for a kitchen and bathroom, and he added 
interior plumbing. The kitchen was on the north and the bathroom on 
the south. The bathroom was entered from a door at the foot of the 
stairs, and the kitchen from the present door at the rear of the house. 
The kitchen could also be entered from the back porch. Blunt also built 
an enclosed porch behind the kitchen, which was entered by a stair from 
the north. 8 

When the National Park Service acquired and moved the Varney house in 
1967, most of these exterior additions were removed. Changes 
subsequent to the · National Park Service acquisition include painting, 
reroofing with wood shingles, new foundation work, updating the 
mechanical· and electrical systems, constructing a second-floor bathroom, 
modernizing the kitchen, and constructing a new rear (east) stoop. 

Historic Photographs. The earliest available photograph (HS-4:3) is a 
portion of an original photograph, ca. 1909 (see appendix D), showing 
the southeast ·corner of the house in its original location.· It clearly 
shows the wood shingle roof, gutter type, chimney, and lean-to addition. 

Photograph HS-4:4 (ca. 1910) of the second Hoover house clearly shows 
the detailing of the original front porch and railings and the south 
elevation of the Varney house. 

Two other historic photographs, HS-4:5 and HS-4:6, both taken ca. 1930, 
show the house after three decades of use. The pump, gutters and 
downspouts, trim, and detailing are all clearly visible. 

6. Ibid., p. 272. 

7. Ibid., p. 14; telephone interview with Mrs. Ernst Thompson by 
Edwin Bearss, October 5, 1~70. 

8. USDI, NPS I Bearss and Husted I 11 Core Area, II pp. 15-16. 
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·. Fabric and Site I rivestigation 

Exterior Walls. Field examination of the exterior walls has not revealed 
evid~nce of alterations other than· those made by the National Park 
Service in 1967, after removal of the late period additions. 

Roofs. A patch in the sheathing and the existing framing indicates where 
the original chimney · penetrated the roof. Examination of its 
spaced-sheathing construction indicates that originally the· roof was 
covered with wood shingles. 

. ·Exterior Attachments. Examination of the front (west). porch indicates 
that it was original with the house, although the lattice work and steps 
were constructed in· 1967 by the National Park Service. The original 
handrail with balusters is missing. 

The rear (east) stoop was constructed by the National Park Service in 
•1967. 

Interior Information. Examination of the first-floor framing verifies that 
originally (prior to 1967) there was only a one-fourth basement in the 
southea.st (present location) corner of the house and that there was an 
exterior basement . entrance. 

The . existing concrete/concrete-block basement and foundation walls were 
constructed in 1967 by the ·National Park Service, when the house was· 
moved to its present site. 

Treatment 

The work proposed to provide for the adaptive restoration of the Hannah 
Varney. house, as described in the "Administrative. Data" section, follows. 

Exterior. The following partial restoration is proposed: 

Plaster the exposed concrete-block foundation walls in the manner of 
the historic period. 

Restore· the existing front (west) porch to its original (1899) 
condition by reconstructing a new wood railing with balusters and by 
providing new, wider wooden steps; rework the existing lattice work 
to match the original detailing. 

Remove the existing rear (east) nonhistoric wood stoop, and provide 
a new wood stoop compatible with the 1899 period. 

Restore the four exterior elevations to their 1899 appearance. This 
will include repairing and/or replacing all deteriorated Clapboards 
arid trim; providing new storm windows and screens for all windows, 
and storm doors and screens for all exterior doors; and repairing all 
existing historic sash. 
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Reconstruct the historic chimney in its original location. 

Remove all existing corrugated metal areaways, and provide new 
brick areaways for all basement windows. 

Provide an attached, exterior, below-grade concrete pit to conceal 
the air-conditioning condenser; brick-veneer the exposed 
(above-grade) portion to match the new areaways; install a metal 
safety grate and a removable, sloped, wooden winter cover. 

Strip all exterior paint and repaint the house using historic colors 
(see appendix C). 

Interior. The interior wi II be adaptively restored as follows: 

Reinforce the existing damaged floor joists in the west half of the 
basement as required to ensure adequate support for the uses 
outlined for the first floor. 

Add new wood handrails to the existing basement stairs. 

Adapt the first floor to provide space for a new half-bath between 
the existing bedroom and den as indicated. 

Adapt the second floor to provide two new bedrooms with appropriate 
closet and storage space. 

Utility Systems. Modernizing the utility systems is proposed as follows: 

Remove all existing fluorescent, commercial-type lights from the first 
floor; provide new light fixtures, first and second floors, 
appropriate for a residence; extend and update the existing 
mechanical and electrical systems as required to accommodate the 
changes made, meeting all applicable codes. 

Provide sufficient insulation to meet or exceed government energy 
conservation standards, if technically possible;. insulate the attic 
during construction of the bedrooms (see appendix A). 

Security System. The installation of the security system is proposed as 
follows: 

Install residential smoke alarms as required to meet all applicable 
codes 

Summary 

The most obvious and significant remammg change to the Hannah Varney 
house is its new location. Because of the National Park Service•s policy 
prohibiting sparsely documented reconstructions (i.e., a reconstruction of 
the McClellen house), it is proposed that the Varney house remain at its · 
present location and its exterior be partially restored to near-original 
condition. The interior will be modernized to provide a suitable staff 
residence. 
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The architectural work outlined in this section will bring the exterior of 
the Hannah Varney house very close to its appearance when it was 
completed in 1899. Its style will be similar to many houses that existed 

·during Hoover•s life in West Branch. The interior changes will provide a 
modern residence needed by the National Park Service to house onsite 
management/security personnel. The proposed partial exterior 
restoration/adaptive interior restoration will provide a useful structure 
appropriate to the appearance of the historic site. 
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HS-4: P1 
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As Built in 1899, and Alterations up to 1932 

As of 1977 

Existing Conditions (see volume 2, appendix F) 

Preliminary Design (see volume 2, appendix G) 

Composite of Sanborn Maps 

Plat of Historic Site 

Existing view looking northeast 

Existing view looking southeast 

View looking northwest, detail from 1909 panoramic 
photograph 2 

View looking northeast, ca. 1910 

View looking southeast, ca 1930 

View looking northeast, ca. 1930 
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. FROM HARRIS & WARNER'S ATLAS 
OF CEDAR COUNTY, 1872, WITH 
VARNEY HOUSE SUPERIMPOSED IN 
EXISTING LOCATION. 
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HS-4: 1, HANNAH VARNEY HOUSE, 1977. Existing view looking northeast. The original 
negative is at the Denver Service Center, National Park Service. 

F. Krupka, photographer, Denver; Colorado 
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HS-4:2, HANNAH VARNEY HOUSE, 1977. Existing view looking southeast. The original 
negative is at the Denver SErvice Center, National ·Park Service. 

F. Krupka, photographer, Denver, Colorado 
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HS-4:3, HANNAH VARNEY HOUSE, ca. 1909. Detail from panoramic photograph 2 looking 
northwest. This photograph shows HS-4 at its original site. Clearly visible are the wood 
shingle roof, gutter type, chimney, and lean-to addition. A copy of the negative is at the 
Hoover Presidential Library, West Branch, Iowa. 

Photographer unknown 
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HS-4:4, HANNAH VARNEY HOUSE, ca. 1910. View looking northeast. This photograph shows 
HS-4 in its original site. Clearly visible are the original front porch and railings. The 
original photograph is with L. C. Rummells, West Branch, Iowa. A copy of the negative is at 
the Hoover Presidential Library, West Branch, Iowa. 

Photographer unknown 
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HS-4:5, HANNAH VARNEY HOUSE, ca. 1930. View looking northeast. 
at the rear which was demolished when the house was moved to its 
handrail and balusters on the front porch, and the brick chimneys. 
is located with Golda Gruwell, Seal Beach, California. 

Photographer unknown 
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This shows the lean-to 
present site. Note the 
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HS-4:6, HANNAH VARNEY HOUSE, ca. 1930. View looking southeast. This shows the lean-to 
and porch on the rear which were demolished when the house was moved to its present site. 
Note the pump, downspout arrangement, cistern, and handrail and balusters on the front 
porch. The original photograph is with Golda Gruwell, Seal Beach, California. A copy of the 
negative is at the Hoover Presidential Library, West Branch, Iowa. 

Photographer unknown 
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DR. L.J. LEECH HOUSE (HS-5) 

ADMINISTRATIVE DATA 

Historical Classification 

The Dr. L.J. Leech house (HS-5), located in West Branch, Iowa, is 
classified as 11-b, or third order of historical significance. It is listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places as part of the Herbert Hoover 
National Historic Site. 

The structure is currently being used as a residence and is in good 
conditon. Plan HS-5:P2 (volume 2, appendix F) and photographs HS-5:1 
and 2 show existing conditions. 

Proposed Use and Justification 

The Leech house is the newest of the structures located in the historic 
zone of the national historic site. It was built in 1920 by Dr. L.J. 
Leech, who had previously owned and occupied the Laban Miles house to 
the north. The Leech house was not present during Herbert Hoover's 
years in West Branch. 
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As called for in the 1977 11 Addendum to the Master Plan, 11 the exterior of 
the Leech house will be partially restored to its original appearance. The 
interior will be adaptively restored to serve as a residence for Park 
Service personnel.1 

The 1970 11 Master Plan, 11 as amended in 1977, directs that the historic 
zone of the national historic site be restored to the appearance of a 
typical eastern Iowa village of the 1880s. Although the Leech house was 
built after the historic period, it is entirely appropriate as a background 
structure that can be retained to provide a neighborhood setting for the 
historic structures associa.ted with Hoover. This is reinforced by the 
facts that Dr. Leech was an important figure in the history of West 
Branch and that he was a resident there during the time of Herbert 
Hoover•s life in the town. 

The structure will add to the immediate scene of a typical eastern Iowa 
village of the period of Herbert Hoover•s life in West Branch, while 
fulfilling the park1s need to provide an onsite residence for Park Service 
personnel. 

ARCHITECTURAL DATA 

Documentation of Historical Research 

Background Information. Newspaper accounts indicate that in June. 1920, 
.Dr. L.J. Leech sold the family home at 113 Downey Street (the Laban 
Miles house, HS-6) to his son, Albert. The doctor and his wife were to 
build a new house on the south 74 feet of Lot 87 A, which Dr. Leech 
owned. 2 The new house was completed by September 1920, and Dr. 
Leech and his wife moved into their new home. 3 

The Sanborn maps of the historic zone show the site of the Leech house 
as vacant until 1927, when the present house is shown at its current 
location. 

A composite set of two Sanborn maps showing Lot 87A in 1900 and 1927 is 
included as plan HS-5: P4. The 1927 Sanborn map also shows that Dr. 
Leech retained his barn, which he had built earlier. 4 In addition to the 
house, he built an unattached garage at the northeast side of the house. 

Dr. Leech lived in this house until 1937, when he died and left the house 
and property to his s.on, Albert. 5 

1. USDI, NPS, 11 Addendum to the Master Plan, 11 p. 14. 

2. USDI, NPS, Bearss and Husted, 11 Core Area, 11 p. 25. 

3. West Branch Times, September 23, 1920. 

4. Ibid., November 1, 1894. 

5. USDI, NPS, Bearss and Husted, 11 Core Area, 11 p. 32. 
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·A comparison of historic photograph HS-5:3 (ca. 1925) to existing 
conditions (ca. 1967), when the National Park Service acquired the 
property, shows that no substantial alterations had been made to the 
exterior of the house except for the addition of an attached garage 
between 1925 and 1930. 

Changes subsequent to National Park Service acquisition in 1967 include 
removal of the attached garage, enclosure of the northeast porch to 
enlarge and remodel the kitchen ( 1967), reroofing with wood shingles 
(1970), removal of the asphalt shingles on the gable ends (north and 
south) and installation of decorative wood shingles, stripping of the 
exterior (1978), and several repaintings. · 

Historic Photographs. The earliest available photograph (HS-5:3) of the 
Leech house is a portion of an original photograph, ca. 1.925, showing the 
north and west elevations of the house. It clearly ·shows the asphalt 
shingle roof and gable ends, the original location of the drive and 
detached garage with vine arbor, and the open rear (northeast) porch. 

Photograph HS-5:4 {ca. 1928) shows the northwest corner of the front 
porch and house. It also shows a contrast in color between the trim and 
the siding. 

Photograph HS-5:5 (ca. 1930) shows the southeast corner of the house. 
It also shows that the garage is attached to the east elevation of the 
house, and the rear door now has a canopy over it. 

Fabric and Site Investigaton 

Exterior Walls. Visual examination of the northeast corner of the house 
shows where the original porch was located and its size. 

Roofs. The solid. sheathing roof construction indicates that originally the 
roofs were asphalt shingles. 

Exterior Attachments. The foundation for an attached garage (1925-1930) 
is evident to the east of the house. 

Interior Information. The first-floor framing in the northeast corner of 
the house further verifies the size of the original rear porch. 

The southwest corner of the living room shows that originally there was a 
hall at the bottom of the stair. 

The remainder of the first- and second-floor rooms appear to reflect their 
historic configuration (see plan HS-5: P1). 

Treatment 

The following work is proposed for the adaptive restoration of the Dr. 
L. J. Leech house, as described in the 11 Administrative Data 11 section. 
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Exterior. Partial restoration is proposed as follows: 

·Remove and rebuild. the deteriorated south basement wall, plastering 
the exterior to match the existing foundation; repair and reuse the 
existing basement window sash. 

Repair the existing plastered foundation wall where damaged or 
where new work has been done. 

Remove the concrete-slab and concrete-block retaining walls at the 
rear (east) of the house; regrade and landscape this area, retaining 
all existing trees. 

Provide · a new cap for the newel posts on the. second-floor, 
balcony-type porch. 

·Restore the four. exterior elevations to their 1920 appearance, 
retaining the 19605 kitchen enclosure at the northeast corner of the 

.house. This will include repairing and/or replacing all deteriorated 
clapboards and trim. 

Provide an attached, exterior, below-grade concrete pit to conceal 
the · air-conditoning condenser; plaster the exposed (above-grade) 
portion to match the foundation of the house, and install. a metal 
safety grate arid a removable, sloped, wooden winter cover. 

Paint the exterior of the house, using the original colors (see 
appendix C). 

Interior. The interior will be adaptively restored as follows: 

Adapt and repair the existing basement as shown in plan HS-5: P3. 
This will include rebuilding the existing basement stair to eliminate 
the winder while· providing adequate headroom and installing a new 
wood handrail. 

Adapt the existing kitchen as shown in plan HS-5:P3; 

Utility Systems. Modernizing the utility system is proposed as follows: 

Remove completely the existing steam heat system and window 
air-conditioning units;· provide new central heating and 
air-conditioning systems, sized as required and meeting all applicable 
c;odes. · 

Provide sufficient insulation to meet or exceed government energy 
conservation standards, if technically possible (see appendix A). 

Summary 

The most signi.ficant remammg alteration to the Leech house is the 
enclosed rear (northeast) porch. Since the house is not of the historic 
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period, and its use as a starr r·esidence requires adequate kitchen 
facilities, it is not pr·oposed lo r·estore this por·ch. There have been only 
minor changes made on the interior since it was constructed by Dr. Leech 
in 1920. 

The architectural work outlined in this section will bring the exterior of 
the Dr. Leech house to an appearance similar to when it was completed in 
1920. Its style will be similar to many houses that existed during 
Hoover 1s life in West Branch. The interior changes will provide a modern 
residence needed by the National Park Service to house personnel. The 
proposed partial exterior restoration/adaptive interior restoration will 
provide a useful structure appropriate to the appearance of the historic 
site. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS 

Plans 

HS-5: P1 

HS-5: P2 

HS-5: P3 

HS-5: P4 

HS-5: P5 

Photographs 

HS-5: 1 

HS-5:2 

HS-5:3 

HS-5:4 

HS-5:5 

As Built in 1920 

Existing Conditions (see volume 2, appendix F) 

Preliminary Design (see volume 2, appendix G) 

Composite of Sanborn Maps 

Plat of Historic Site 

Existing view looking northeast 

Existing view looking southeast 

View looking southeast, ca. 1925 

Details of front porch, ca. 1928 

View of southeast corner, ca. 1930 
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HS-5:11 DR. L. J. LEECH HOUSE,. 1977. Existing view looking northeast. The original 

c.o 
0 

negative is at the Denver Service Center 1 National Park Service. 

F. Krupka 1 photographer 1 Denver 1 Colorado 
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HS-5:2, DR. L. J. LEECH HOUSE, 1977. Existing view looking southeast. The original 
negative is at the Denver Service Center, National Park Service. 

c.o 
N 

F. Krupka, photographer, Denver, Colorado 
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HS-5:3, DR. L. J. LEECH HOUSE, ca. 1925. Early view looking southeast. This is a portion 
of the original photograph and appears to have been taken soon after construction, since there 
is little landscaping around the house. Note the composition shingles on the roof and gable 
end. Note the original location of the garage and drive, with the vine arbor in front, and of 
the rear porch, which no longer exists. (See other historic photographs in appendix D for 
minor detail changes.) The orginal photograph is with G. Hoffman, West Branch, Iowa. A 
copy of the negative is at the Hoover Presidential Library, West Branch, iowa. 

Photographer unknown 
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HS-5:4, DR. 
details of the 
the siding. 
Library, West 

L. J. LEECH 
front porch. 
The original 
Branch, Iowa. 

Photographer unknown 

HOUSE, ca. 1928. This photograph shows 
It also shows the trim as a darker color than 
photograph is at the Hoover Presidential 
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HS-5:5, DR. L. J. LEECH HOUSE, ca. 1930. Early view of southeast corner (an accurate 
dating of this photograph is difficult). Note that the garage has been attached to the house 
and that a roof canopy has been added over the rear stoop. The remainder of this 
photograph shows site details. A copy of the negative is at the Herbert Hoover National 
Hoover National Historic Site, West Branch, Iowa. 

Photographer unknown 
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ADMINISTRATIVE DATA 

Historical Classification 

The Laban Miles house (HS-6), located in West Branch, Iowa, is classified 
as 11-b, third order of historical significance. It is listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places as part of the Herbert Hoover National Historic 
Site. 

The structure is currently unoccupied and, except for the stabilized/ 
reconstructed foundation walls, is in deteriorated condition. Plan 
HS-6: P3 (volume 2, appendix F) and photographs HS-6: 1 and 2 show 
existing conditions after the 1974 National Park Service stabilization work. 

Proposed Use and Justification 

Strategically located in the core area of the national historic site, the 
Laban Miles house is a structure that Hoover would have been familiar 
with throughout his life in West Branch. It has been altered many times 
since its construction as a small two-story frame house facing Downey 
Street. As called for in the 1977 11 Addendum to the Master Plan, 11 the 
exterior of the Laban Miles house will be partially restored to its 
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appearance late in the historic period, ca. 1880-1884.1 Several additive 
intrusions will be removed. The interior of the house will be adaptively 
restored to serve as administrative offices for the site•s interpretive 
division, as also called for in the 1977 addendum. 2 

The 1970 •.•Master Plan, 11 as amended in 1977, directs that the historic 
zone be restored to the· appearance of a typical eastern Iowa village of 
the 1880s.3 

The . Laban Miles House, located across Downey Street from the Garvin 
hous~, was constructed between 1879 and 1872. It is important 
historically since Herbert Hoover•s aunt and uncle, Agnes and Laban 
Miles, resided the.re. during his West Branch boyhood. 4 It is evident that 
Hoover would have been familiar with the house during his residence in 
the town, although it is doubtful he would have remembered his uncle•s 
occupancy since he was only four years old when Miles lefL. 

The restoration of the neighborhood houses around Herbert Hoover•s home 
in ·West Branch will require improved interpretive services within the 
historic neighborhood. The Miles house is strategically located within the 

·neighborhood and offers an excellent location for the site•s interpretive 
staff,· ensuring the easy availability to visitors of full interpertive 
services. 

ARCHITECTURAL. DATA 

Documentation of Historical Research 

Background Information. The earliest documentary evidence of the Laban 
Miles house is in Harris & Warner•s Atlas of Cedar Country, showing West 
Branch in 1872. A copy of that plat, included as plan HS-6: P6, depicts 
the house as a rectangular block on the north side of lot .87. 

The. map is not of sufficient size to scale the house accurately, although 
it does verify that there was a structure at this location at the date of 
publication. The configuration on the map is close to plan HS-6: P1, 
which was derived from field examination and documentation of the house. 

The house, as built ca. 1869 and as purchased by Laban and Agnes Miles 
in June 187515 was a two-story frame house with a small porch and two 

1 . USDI I NPS 1 11 Addendum to the Master Plan 111 p. 14. 

2. Ibid. I p. 17. 

3. Ibid. I p. 14. 

4. Ibid. I p. 17. 

5. CC 1 Deed Retord I I p. 191. 
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chimneys. Miles occupied the house until 1878, when he and his family 
left West Branch6 and the house was rented. In 1886 the house was 
purchased by Dr. L. J. Leech, another prominent West Branch citizen, 
who lived in the building until 1920. 

The house, which· now constitutes an important element of the site, has 
been altered many times since its original construction as a small 
two-story frame dwelling facing Downey Street. However, it is doubtful 
that any alterations had been made from original conditions by 1878, when 
Miles left, since it was still essentially a new house. It is also unlikely 
that alterations would have been made during the time it was being rented 
from 1878 to 1884. 

Dr. Leech and his family moved into the Miles house in October 1884. 
Although he was unable to secure title to the property until February 
1886, Dr. Leech hired a carpenter in April 1885.7 

In April 1886, two months after securing title to the property, Dr. Leech 
had a single-story addition built on the rear of the dwelling, 8 and added 
the south bay window. This was just after Herbert Hoover left West 
Branch. 

In 1901, a municipal street-widening project caused the house to be moved 
back (east) from Downey Street, a distance of 14 feet. It is also 
documented that in 1901, Dr. Leech made more improvements to his 
house. 9 He had the two-story ell, housing an entry hall and stairway, 
constructed on the southwest corner of the house, and the front porch 
converted to a veranda. He also had a new furnace installed during the 
same period. 10 

All of the changes that altered the house can be verified by the Sanborn 
maps for 1895, 1900, 1906, 1912, and 1927,11 a composite set of which is 

6. USDI, NPS, Bearss and Husted, 11 Core Area, 11 p. 37. 

7. West Branch Local Record, April 30, 1885. 

8. Ibid., April 22, 1886. 

9. West Branch Times, May 2 and 9, 1901. 

10. Ibid., July 17, 1901. 

11. The Sanborn map of 1900 depicts a porch similar to that shown in 
photograph HS-6: 3, dated 1890. This photograph shows the Laban Miles 
house in its original location, since the house was not moved back from 
the street until 1901. The second-story windows are shown in their 
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included as plan HS-6: P5. It should be noted that in each of these five 
maps major changes had been made. 

In · 1920 Dr. Leech subdivided the property, constructing for himself a 
·new residence immediately to the south of the Laban Miles house. This 
new structure is. now known as the Dr. Leech house ( HS-5) and is 
included in the national historic site. 

Further changes occurred between 1927 and the 1967 acquisition by the 
National Park Service. In summary, these pre-1967 changes included 
enclosure of the east porch; insertion of a basement garage under the 
east wing; various interior alterations and changes to the fencing, walks, 

· and outbuildings; and site landscaping. 

Post;..1967 changes by the National Park Service include reconstructing 
and stabilizing the foundation; removing the basement garage, the historic 

· chimneys, veranda porch, furnace, and mechnical/electrical systems; 
providing a new wood shingle roof, front porch, rear stoop, fences, and 
walks; and repainting the exterior. 

Historic Photographs. The earliest available photograph (ca. 1890), 
included as photograph HS-6:3, is a view of the south and west 
elevations of the house. This photograph shows the original front porch 
.and the original west facade windows, and it verifies that the south bay 
window was in place at this time. Shutters are clearly visible, as is a 

original location in this photograph and the first-floor (west facade) 
window shown is the original size and location. 

Construction of the veranda-type porch and roof in 1901 by Dr. Leech 
required ra1smg the second-story windows. Since the windows ·in 
photograph HS-6: 3 remain as originally constructed, no veranda existed 
prior to the date of the photograph, 1890. 

Further verification of the original porch size was found before the 1974 
stabilization and partial restoration work by the National Park Service. 
Holes for the support of porch joists and rafters are conventionally found 
in the frame construction and sill members for porches built at the same 
time as the house. Such holes were located in the west wail of the Laban 
Miles house, approximately 6 feet o.c. and flanking the original entry 
door. This indicates a porch approximately 6 feet 6 inches wide, similar 
to that shown in the 1890 photograph, as being built with the house. No 
similar construction scars were found for the veranda porch, indicating 

·this porch type was added later. 

Since the porch shown in the 1890 photograph is the only known porch of 
that size and configuration, and since it conforms completely to th.e porch 
depicted in the 1900 Sanborn map, it can be concluded that they are the 
same porch. Thus, the veranda-type porch depicted by the 1895 Sanborn 
map is in error. Since no evidence has been found indicating the 
existence of an earlier porch, it may be concluded that the porch shown 
in the 1890 photograph is either original or dates from the last previously 
known period of change, 1886. 
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picket fence and landscaping on the south and west sides of the 
property. Also shown in this photograph are the original clapboards on 
the west facade, under the eaves, and the gutter and downspout types. 

The next two photographs available (ca. 1905), included as photographs 
HS-6:4 and 5, show the north elevation and south rear stoop canopy, 
respectively. 

Photograph HS-6:6 (ca. 1925) shows the veranda-type porch and ell at 
the southwest corner of the house, both of which were bui It by Dr. 
Leech in 1901. 

Fabric and Site Investigation 

Exterior Walls. The original stone foundation was rebuilt and the 
remaining brick foundation walls replaced with new brick in 1974 by the 
National Park Service. The configuration of the stone foundation walls 
indicates that originally (prior to 1901 when Dr. Leech moved the house 
east) there was only a partial basement under the rear (east end) of the 
two-story portion of the house. 

Selective removal of wood lath and plaster at the east one-story addition 
to the house exposed both wire and cut nails in the construction, 
indicating that when Dr. Leech built this addition in 1886 wire nails were 
starting to be used in this locality. 

Examination also showed that the two openings (currently doors) in the 
first-floor east wall of the two-story part of the house are original, but 
their original use (as doors or as windows) has not been determined. 

Selective removal of the plaster at the south bay window revealed wire 
nails, indicating that it was constructed later than the original house. 
Since the one-story addition, built in 1886, had both cut nails and wire 
nails, it can be concluded that the bay window was built after this 
addition. The 1890 photograph shows the bay window in place; 
therefore, it was constructed between 1886 and 1890 by Dr. Leech. 

In 1974, the National Park Service moved the front (west) entrance door 
back to its original location. Examination of the original framing around 
this door, which is still exposed, verifies the location and overall size of 
the opening (which includes the sidelights). 

Examination of the framing of the second-floor west windows revealed that 
they have been raised~ Photograph HS-6:3 (ca. 1890) shows these 
windows in their original location I and since photograph HS-6: 6 (ca. 
1925) shows these windows raised with the veranda roof at their sills, it 
can be concluded that Dr. Leech raised these windows in 1901 to 
accommodate construction of the veranda roof . 

The framing of the first-floor west window shows that it also is no 
original, but the exact date of this change is not known. Since it was 
changed between 1890 and 1925, it can be concluded that Dr. Leech 
enlarged this window sometime during his ownership. 
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Examination of the east second-floor windows and framing indicates that 
they were raised and moved to allow room for the hip roof over the 
one-story east addition built by Dr. Leech in 1886. 

The north windows in the two-story portion, at both floors, and the 
south second-floor kitchen window all appear to be. original. 

Roofs. The three historic chimneys still exist in the attics. All were cut 
off below the roof in 1974, when the National Park ServiCe installed a new 
wood-shingle roof. 

Examination of the· spaced-sheathing roof construction indicates that 
originally the roofs. were covered. with wood shingles. 

Exterior Attachments. Both the front (west) porch and the rear (south) 
stoop and canopy w~re constructed in 1974 by the National Park Service. 

Examination· of th~ first-floor framing in the northeast corner of the 
basement shows that originally this was an exterior porch. This is 
verified by the 1895 and 1900 Sanborn maps .. 

Interior Information. Selective removal of portions of the wood lath and 
plaster at the second floor located all the original partitions and openings 
(see plan HS-6: P1). The location of the original stair to the first floor is 
also evident in the existing floor construction. 

Most of the original first-floor interior partitions (two-story part) were 
located through selective removal of portions of the wood lath and 
plaster, although the locations of some of the openings are questionable 
(see plan HS-6: P1). The original opening between the entry and living 
room is evident in photograph HS-6: 7 (note the double studs either side). 

The location. of the original stair to the basement (pre-1901) is evident in 
the first-floor framing at the southwest corner of the basement (see 
photograph HS-6:8). Photograph HS-6:9 shows the original (pre-1901) 
location of the stair in the basement. Note the brick arch on top of the 
original stone foundation, which was built to support the earth above. 

The interior of the east addition, built by Dr. Leech in 1886, has been 
altered several times, but these changes were not verified since they do 
not relate to the historic period and no restoration of the interior is 

· anticiapated. 

Treatment 

The following work is proposed for the adaptive restoration of the Laban 
Miles house. 

Exterior. Partial restoration is proposed as follows: 

Waterproof all exterior basement/foundation walls, and provide new 
perimeter and underfloor drain tile. 
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Repaint the new (1974) brick foundation, using mortar colored to 
match the brick. 

Remove the nonhistoric (1901) ell at the southwest corner of the 
house (salvaging the stair for reuse), and reconstruct the exterior. 
wall at its original location. 

Remove the nonhistoric (1974) front (west) porch and reconstruct 
the historic (ca. 1880) porch. 

Restore the four exterior elevations to their pre-1886 appearance, 
retaining the 1886 south bay and east addition. This will include 
repairing and/or replacing all deteriorated clapboards and trim; 
providing new shutters, storm windows, and screens for all 
windows, and storm doors and screens for all exterior doors; 
repairing all existing historic two-over-two window sash; and 
removing all nonhistoric windows and providing new ones to match 
the original in their historic locations. 

Reconstruct three historic chimneys in their original locations. 

Provide an attached, exterior, below-grade concrete pit to conceal 
the air-conditioning condenser; brick-veneer the . exposed 
(above-grade) portion to match the foundation of the house; provide 
a metal safety grate and a removable, sloped, wooden winter cover. 

Strip all exterior paint and repaint the exterior of the house, using 
historic colors (see appendix C). 

Interior. The interior wi II be adaptively restored as follows: 

Adapt the basement to provide change rooms and restrooms in the 
east portion for the site•s interpretive staff. This will include 
replacing· the existing uneven concrete slab and stripping,. 
insulating, and finishing the exterior basement walls. 

Remove the existing basement stair, and provide a wider stair (see 
plan HS-6:P4). 

Adapt th'e first floor to provide office space for the site•s 
interpretive staff as indicated. This will include the removing all 
existing wood lath and plaster, providing new gypsum lath and 
plaster, and repairing and/or replacing existing wood trim. 

Reinstall the salvaged (1901) stair in. the adaptively restored front 
(west) entry. 

Repair all secor:"~d-floor rooms, retaining the existing configuration 
with the exception of the adaptively restored stair location. This 
will include removing all existing wood lath and plaster, providing 
new gypsum lath and plaster, and repairing and/or replacing 
existing wood trim. 
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Remove the existing deteriorated wood finish flooring on the first 
. and second floors; provide new wood flooring to match original. 

Utility Systems. Modernizing the utility systems is proposed as follows: 

Remove · .. the existing mechanical/electrical systems; provide new 
heating, air-conditioning, plumbing, .and electrical systems, sized as 
required and meeting· all applicable codes. 

. . 

Provide sufficient insulation to ·meet or exceed government energy . 
conservation standards, if technically possible;. insulate exterior 
walls during· restoration of the interior; insulate the attic and· 
basement throughout (see appendix A). 

Security Systems. The following is proposed: 

Install fire detection equipment to tie in with the existing,· centrally 
monitored system. 

Summary 

The original· house, constructed ca. 1869, was purchased by Laban and 
Agnes Miles in June 1875. lt. is doubtful that any major changes were 
made to the house prior to 1878, when Miles left, since it was still 

· essentially a new house. It is also unlikely that alterations would have 
been made during the time it was being rented from 1878 to 1884. 

The. first documented changes to the house were made by Dr. Leech in 
1885, althougl':l it is doubtful that these were more than minor repairs, 
since he had not yet secured title to the property. In April 1886, two 
months after securing title to the house, Dr. Leech had a single-story 
addition built on .the rear of the house. It is likely that some interior 
alterations were· made at the same time, but these were not researched, 
since no restoration of the interior is anticipated. · 

The evidence previously cited suggests that the south ·bay window was 
built by Dr. Leech between 1886 and 1890. Although apparently added 
immediately after the historic period, the south bay window is being 
retained because it adds to the functional usefulness of the structure, it 
was· built .in a style compatible with that of the historic period, and it 
exists intact. 

·Dr. Leech again made major improvements to his house in 1901. As 
previously cited, these changes included moving the house back (east) 14 
feet from the street, because of a municipal street-widening project, 
adding a two-story ell at the southwest corner (housing a new hall and 
stairway to the second floor), and replacing the front porch with a 

·veranda, as well as adding· a central heating system .later that year. 

While it is not feasible to move the house back to its original location, it 
is . proposed to remove the ell in order to present the house as it would 
have appeared to the community during and immediately after the ·historic 
period. 
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The architectural work outlined in this section will bring the exterior of 
the Laban Miles house to an appearance similar to that of the historic 
period. The interior changes will provide facilities much needed by the 
National Park Service to house the site•s interpretive staff, ensuring the 
immediate availability to visitors of full interpretive services within the 
historic zone. The proposed partial exterior restoration/adaptive interior 
restoration will provide a useful structure appropriate to the appearance 
and purpose of the historic site. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS 

Plans 

HS-6: P1 Original Conditions, ca. 1869-1872 with 1886 additions 

HS-6:P2 Ca. 1901 

HS-6.: P3 Existing Conditions (see volume 2, appendix F) 

HS-6: P4 Preliminary Design (see volume 2, appendix G) 

HS-6: P5 Composite of Sanborn maps 

HS-6: P6 Plat of Historic Site 

Photographs 

HS-6:1 Existing view looking southwest 

HS-6:2 Existing view looking northeast 

HS-6:3 View looking northeast, ca. 1890 

HS-6:4 View looking southeast, ca. 1905 

HS-6:5 View looking northeast, ca. 1905 

HS-6:6 View looking southeast, ca. 1925 

HS-6:7 View of original framing between entry and living 

HS-6:8 View of original stair opening through first floor 

HS-6:9 View of a portion of the original basement 

HS-6:10 View of the interior of the first floor 
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HS-6: 1, LABAN Ml LES HOUSE, 1977. Existing view looking northeast. The original negative 
is at the Denver Service Center, National Park Service. 

F. Krupka, photographer, Denver, Colorado 
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HS-6:2, LABAN MILES HOUSE, 1977. Existing view looking southwest. The original negative 
is at te Denver Service Center, National Park Service. 

F. Krupka, photographer, Denver, Colorado 
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HS-6:3, LABAN MILES HOUSE, ca. 1890. View looking northeast. This photograph checks 
out with the 1895 and 1900 Sanborn fire maps, except for the length of the front porch. The 
young tree in the parking indicates that this photograph was taken while the house was at its 
original site. Note the following items, all of which are changed in 1901: front door with 
sidelight, west windows (both floors), gable end, shutters, and chimneys. The shutters and 
trim appear to be the same color, which is different from the siding. Note that the sash and 
front door appear to be the same color. Note the detail of the picket fence. The original 
photograph is with Mrs. E. Hemingway, West Branch, Iowa. A copy of the negative is at the 
Hoover Presidential Library, West Branch, Iowa. 

Photographer unknown 
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HS-6:4, LABAN MILES HOUSE, ca. 1905. View looking southeast. This 
is a portion of the original photograph which shows the north elevation. 
The original photograph is with Karen Laszckak, West Branch, Iowa. A 
copy of the negative is at the Hoover Presidential Library, West Banch, 
Iowa. 

Photographer unknown 
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HS-6:5, LABAN MILES HOUSE, ca. 1905. View looking northeast. This 
is a portion of the original photograph, which shows the southeast corner 
of the house. Note the stoop canopy. The original photograph is with 
Karen Laszckak, West Branch, Iowa. A copy of the negative is at the 
Hoover Presidential Library, West Branch, Iowa. 

Photographer unknown 
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HS-6:6, LABAN MILES HOUSE, ca. 1925. View looking southeast. This is a portion of the 
original photograph which shows a finial on the west elevation gable, and the veranda-type 
porch and southwest ell, both built by Dr. Leech in 1901. The original photograph is with 
Mrs. G. Hoffman, West Branch, Iowa. A copy of the original negative is at the Hoover 
Presidential Library, West Branch, Iowa . 

Photographer unknown 
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HS-6:7, LABAN MILES HOUSE, 1978. This photograph shows the framing 
for the original door between the front entry and the living room. The 
original photograph and negative are at Wagner. Marquart. Wetherell. 
Ericsson. Architects, Des Moines, Iowa. 

W. Wagner, photographer 
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HS6:8, LABAN MILES HOUSE, 1978. This photograph shows the 
first-floor framing for the original basement stair in the southwest corner 
of the house. The original photograph and negative are at Wagner. 
Marquart. Wetherell. Ericsson. Architects, Des Moines, Iowa. 

W. Wagner, photographer 

132 

I 

el 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

--
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

•• I 
I 



I 

le 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

--
1 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

•• I 
.. I 



HS-6:9, LABAN Ml LES HOUSE, 1978. This photograph shows the 
11 tunnel 11 at the southwest corner of the house where the original basement 
stair was located before the house was moved east. The brick arch was 
built, to carry the earth above. The original photograph and negative are 
at Wagner. Marquart. Wetherell. Ericsson. Architects, Des Moines, Iowa. 

W. Wagner, photographer 
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HS-6:10, LABAN MILES HOUSE, 1978. View, looking northeast on the 
first floor, shows the general condition of the house. Note where the 
trim stops on the jamb at the left of the photograph. This locc,tes the 
height of the original opening in the dining room nook. The original 
photograph and negative are at Wagner. Marquart. Wetherell. Ericsson. 
Architects, Des Moines, Iowa. 

W. Wagner, photographer 
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AMANDA GARVIN HOUSE (HS-7) 

ADMINISTRATIVE DATA 

Historical Classification 

The Amanda Garvin house ( HS-7), located in West Branch, Iowa, is 
classified as 11-b, or third order of historical significance. It is listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places as part of the Herbert Hoover 
National Historic Site. 

The structure is currently unoccupied and, except 
foundation/basement, is in a deteriorated condition. 
(volume 2, appendix F) and photographs HS-7:1 and .2 
conditions. 

Proposed Use and Justification 

for the new 
Plan HS-7:P4 
show existing 

Readily visible to the public from within the boundaries of the national 
historic site, the Amanda Garvin house will be partially restored to its 
appearance late in the historic period (1880s), as called for in the 1977 
11 Addendum to the Master Plan. 11 
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As also called for in the addendum, the interior will be adaptively 
restored to serve administrative purposes. 1 A management decision has 

·since been made that the administrative use will be curatorial work 
area/storage and office space. 

The 1970 11 Master Plan , 11 as amended 1977, directs that the historic zone 
be restored to the appearance of a typical eastern Iowa village of the 
period of Herbert Hoover 1s life in West Branch. 

The Garvin house, as built (1870-1872) prior to Herbert Hoover 1s birth, 
was a small, two-story frame house with front and rear. stoops, facing 
Downey Street. Its proximity to the birthplace cottage suggests that 
Hoover would have been familiar with it throughout his life in West 
Branch . 

. The interpretation of ·Herbert Hoover 1s life in West Branch ·arid the 
restoration of the neighborhood houses will require additional. space for 
curatorial work/storage to properly preserve historic artifacts of the site. 

ARCHITECTURAL DATA 

Documentation of Historical Research 

Background Information. The earliest available documentaion relating to 
the Garvin house is a record of sale of the property, then lot 6, to 
Amanda Garvin on May 27, 1870.2 The property was vacant at that 
time.3 The Atlas of Cedar County, published by Harris & Warner in 
1872, shows the main block of the existing structure, which is in place on 
lot 6 (see plan HS-7:P7). Therefore, the house was built between- 1870 
and 1872 and existed during Herbert Hoover 1s youth in West Branch. 

Miss Garvin continued to live in the house until 1878, at which time she 
moved out and retained the property for rental purposes. In August 
1885, David P. Reeves, who held the mortgage on the Garvin property, 
foreclosed owing to lack of payments. 4 Miss Garvin had mortgaged the 
property several times before, and since she was unable to make the 
house payments, it is unlikely that she would have made any . 
improvements. 

Reeves held the house until May 1886, when he sold it to Elisha and Isaac 
Haines, who used it for rental purposes. The Haineses subsequently 
made improvements to the property in April 1888. The local newspaper 

1. USDI, NPS, 11 Addedum to Master Plan, 11 p. 16. 

2. CC, Miscellaneous Record Book 7, pp. 233-34; CC, Deed Record H 1 

pp. 84-95. 

3. USDI 1 NPS 1 Bearss and Husted, 11 Core Area 1
11 p. 53. 

4. I bid . I p . 54 . 
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editor commented on the changes: 11 With a new picket fence, new porch, 
new kitchen and well, and other improvments the place . . . would 
hardly be known . 11 5 The Haineses sold' their property in March 1889. 

In the next two years (March 1889-June 1891) the house had three 
owners - the Bran sons, Mrs. Elizabeth Branson, and George Albin. 
George Albin rented the house for ten months before buying it in June 
1891. He continued to live in the house until his death in 1892. His wife 
lived in the house until 1896, at which time she rented it to Joseph 
Steer .6 Since Albin was in poor health during the time that he resided 
in the house, it is unlikely that he made any changes to the property, 
and there were no documented changes made during the time his widow 
continued to live there. 

In April 1897 LaFayette Randall purchased the house, and a year and 
one-half later, in August 1898, he built a small annex to the house. 7 
Four years later, in October 1902, Randall had the roof reshingled. 8 
Sometime between 1905 and 1910 the Randal Is moved, and the house was 
rented. 

On September 10, 1912, Harry Gruwell bought the property. Mrs. Golda 
Gruwell remembers that the Randalls had a front door with frosted 
glass/etched design installed, and that the side porch was built by her 
husband.9 

All of the changes/additions which altered the house can be verified by 
the Sanborn maps for 1895, 1900, 1906, 1912, and 1927--a composite set 
of which is included as plan HS-7: P6. 

No research documenting ownership of the Amanda Garvin house has been 
done for the years after the Gruwells sold the house in 1915 until 
acquisition of the property by the National Park Service in 1967. A 
comparison of ca. 1910 historic photographs to existing conditions ca. 
1967 shows only minor changes to the exterior of the house during that 
time. These include enlarging and enclosing the side porch and adding a 
rear enclosed porch, as well as altering the fencing and walks, 
outbuildings, and site landscaping. 

Changes subsequent to National Park Service acquisition in 1967 include 
reroofing with wood shingles, elimination of two non historic windows on 
the south elevation, installation of a new foundation (including a partial 

5. West Branch Local Record, April 19, 1888. 

6. USDI, NPS, Bearss and Husted, 11 Core Area, 11 pp. 59-60. 

7. West Branch Times, August 25, 1898. 

8. Ibid., October 9, 1902 . 

9. Telephone interview with Mrs. 
September 1 , 1970. 
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basement) and new exterior basement access stairs, removal of the rear 
(west) and . side ( so~:,~th) enclosed porches and construction of a new stoop 

. and can()py on the south., removal of all existing mechanical and eleCtrical. 
equipment, construction of a new chimney, and several repaintings. 
These changes primarily involved work on parts of the building 
previously altered from their historic appearance, or dating from after the. 
historic period; therefore, ·their elimination does not appreciably affect 

. the accuracy of the exterior partial restoration work proposed. 

Historic Photographs. The earliest available photograph (ca. 1890), 
included as photograph HS-7:3, is a view of the southeast corner of the 
house, showing the front elevation and main porch. This photograph 
shows the configuration and off-center location of the front steps, and 
also the south side of the east porch has no lattice work. A contrast in 
color between the trim, and siding is also visible, and the. street 
boardwalk is varying widths. 

Two other. historic photographs, HS-7:4 and HS-5:5, both taken ca. 1910, 
were primarily illustrations of the Methodist Episcopal· church, but they 
cl.early ·show the south elevation of the Garvin house, including the 
six-over-six window ·sash, size and location of original chimney, · lattice 
work surrounding and enclosing the south porch, and location of the 
pump next to the south porch. 

Fabric and Site Investigation 

· Exterior Walls. A portion of the interior wood lath and plaster around 
the base of all the walls was removed during the 1976-1977 stabilization 
program undertaken · by the National Park Service, and this--combined 
with· the selective removal of some additional plaster~-revealed that the · 
original house was constructed using balloon-type framing (5/4 by 6 . 
members let into the studs to carry the second-floor joists and 5/4 by 6s 
let into the studs diagonally for corner bracing) and consisted of the 
two-story portion of the house. The fact that the clapboards are nailed 
directly to the studs on the two-story portion (no sheathing), and the 
north and west additions both have wood sheathing, verifies that they 
were both later additions. Further reinforcing this is the presence of 
wood clapboards on the exterior walls of the two-story part, above the 

· ceilings of both additions. 

Selective removal of a portion of the interior lath and plaster on the 
north, west, and south walls of the original kitchen/dining room (see plan 
HS-7: P1) exposed framing which indicates that originally there was a 
wide, short window in each of these walls, possibly a casement or sliding 
type (see photographs HS-7:6 and HS-7:7), and that the door to the west 
is in its original location (originally it would have been an exterior door). 
These ·window openings·· were closed in soon after the original house was 
built, since cut lath nails were used (probably in 1888, when the west 
kitchen addition was constructed). 

Examination of the exterior openings in the original living room verified 
that they were original, although the sash and the front door are not 
historic. 
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Examination of the second-floor exterior openings showed that they are 
original, with the exception of the north window and the two south 
windows, which were closed in by the National Park Service in 1976-1977. 
The sash on these windows are not original. 

Roofs. The original chimney, documented by historic photographs, will 
be reconstructed in its original location. The construction of a new 
chimney (basement to roof) by the National Park Service in 1976-1977 
precludes the possibility of locating the original chimney in the building. 

Examination of the spaced-sheathing roof constructon indicates that 
originally it was covered with wood shingles. 

Exterior Attachments. Examination of the east porch roof construction 
and the exterior wall behind it indicates that this porch was not built at 
the same time as the original house. Nail holes in the original studs 
indicate that wood clapboards were removed to facilitate construction of 
the porch roof (see photograph HS-7: 8). The fact that the porch roof 
was constructed using cut nails indicates that it was added soon after the 
original house, probably by Haines in 1888. 

A notch in the corner board at the southwest corner of the original 
two-story portion indicates where the south porch roof originally adjoined 
the house. 

Interior Information. The basement/foundation walls and first-floor 
framing are all new (1977, by National Park Service). 

Although most of the flooring has been removed at the first-floor level, a 
portion of the original 1- by 5-inch tongue-and-groove floorboards still 
exists in the closet under the stair to the second floor. These boards 
are laid parallel to the south wall. The 1- by 5-inch tongue-and-groove 
flooring at the second floor is original, as revealed by examination of the 
existing wall construction above the east porch ceiling (see photograph 
HS-7:8). These boards are also laid parallel to the south wall. 

Scars on the first-floor walls indicate that the partition between the two 
original first-floor rooms was originally constructed of rough sawn 2 by 
4s laid flat, creating a finished wall thickness of 3 inches, the same as 
the remainder of the original interior partitions in the house. It is 
probable that there was a single door in this partition between these 
rooms.10 

The wood lath and plaster on the underside of the stair, inside the 
first-floor closet, shows that it is original. Cut nails of the same size 

10. In the stabilization program executed by the National Park Service in 
1976-1977, modern studs were used in such a manner as to make a 5-inch 
finished wall thickness instead of 3 inches. Also, a double opening was 
built instead of a single door. 
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and configuration· as in the original house were used, and the plaster has 
a rough finish. 

The closet door and hardware are original and in the correct location. 

The plaster in the original kitchen/dining room shows that it has a 
smooth-finish putty coat, indicating that this room has been replastered. 

· The first-floor stair door appears to be orginal, and the hardware is of 
the historic period, · although not in the correct location. The 
second-floor doors are not original, but their openings are. 

· The location of circular openings in the second floor for metal chimney 
flues indicates that at one time there was provision for two stoves on the 
first floor. . (The one in the east room has been pi ugged. ) One was 
probably a coal cooking stove in the· kitchen, and the other a removable 
heater in the living room. Both flues would have extended through the 
second floor and up several more feet before actually entering the 

. chimney near the ceiling (thus heating the second floor by radiation from 
the metal flue). The kitchen flue would have been lowered to enter the 
chimney at the first-floor ceiling during the summer months. Selective 
removal of a portion of the wood lath and plaster at the center wall of the 
second floor revealed framing (wire nails) which supported the chimney 
halfway between the floor and the ceiling, indicating (and verifying) that 
at some period of time the chimney did not extend through to the first 
floor (see photograph HS-7: 9). There is not enough evidence remaining 
on the interior to determine the exact original configuration of the 
chimney. 

Treatment 

The work proposed to provide for the adaptive restoration of the Amanda 
Garvin house, as described in the 11 Administrative Data 11 section, follows. 

Exterior. Partial restoration is proposed as follows: 

Restore the front (east) porch to its ca. 1888 appearance. 

Remove the exi.sting nonhistoric (1976) rear (south) stoop and 
canopy, and reconstruct the historic (ca. 1888) porch and lattice 
work. 

Restore the four exterior elevations to their pre-1888 appearance, 
retaining the 1888 front porch and west addition and 1898 north 
addition. This will include repa1r1ng and/or replacing all 
deteriorated clapboards and trim; providing new storm windows and 
screens for all windows, and storm doors and screens for all exterior 
doors; repairing all existing sash in· the 1888 and 1898 additions, 
and replacing all nonhistoric sash in the original part of the house 
with new six-over-six sash to match the original in their historic 
locations. 
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Remove the existing nonhistoric (1976) chimney to below the roof, 
and reconstruct the chimney to match its historic appearance. 

Provide an attached, exterior, below-grade concrete pit to conceal 
the air-conditioning condenser; brick veneer the exposed 
(above-grade) portion to match the foundation of the house; provide 
a metal safety grate and a removable, sloped, wooden winter cover. 

Strip all exterior paint and repaint the house using historic colors 
(see appendix C). 

Interior. The interior will be adaptively restored as follows: 

Replace the existing cracked and heaved basement concrete slab. 

Adapt the existing first floor to provide curatorial work area 1 office 
space, and storage as indicated. This will include removing all 
existing wood lath and plaster and providing new gypsum lath and 
plaster; repairing and/or replacing existing wood trim; and 
providing a new subfloor with finish wood flooring to match the 
existing second floor. 

Repair the existing stairway to the second floor; replace worn-out 
treads and risers, and provide a new handrail. 

Repair all second-floor rooms; retain the existing configuration, and 
adapt to serve as curatorial storage. This will include removing all 
existing wood lath and plaster, and providing new gypsum lath and 
plaster; repairing and/or replacing existing wood trim; and repairing 
existing wood flooring. 

Utility Systems. 
follows: 

Modernizing of the utility systems is proposed as 

Remove the existing mechanical and electrical systems; provide new 
heating, air-conditioning, plumbing 1 and electrical systems, sized as 
required and meeting all applicable codes. 

Provide sufficient insulation to meet or exceed government energy 
conservation standards, if technically possible; insulate exterior 
walls (whenever possible) during restoration of the interior; provide 
attic insulation throughout (see appendix A). 

Security Systems. Security systems will be installed as follows: 

Install fire detection equipment to tie in with existing, centrally 
monitored system. 

Install intrusion detection equipment to tie in with existing, centrally 
monitored system . 
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Summary 

Based on analysis of the data available, the structure is. defined as it 
existed during the historic period. 

The exterior of the house, built by Amanda Garvin in 1870-1872, remained 
unchanged until sold to Haines in 1886. Thus, in Hoover's time the 
house existed as it was originally built. 

The first major changes to the house that have been documented were 
. made by Haines in 1888. The evidence previously cited indicates that 
these included adding a new picket fence, new porch, new kitchen, and·· 
new well. The physical evidence cited indicates that it. was the front 
(east) porch that Haines added. It is likely that interior alterations were 
made at the same time, but these were not researched since no restoration 
of the interior is anticipated. It is probable that Haines also would have 
painted the house after the rather extensive alterations. 

The second major documented changes to the house were made by Randall 
in 1898. The evidence previously cited indicates that this included the 
addition of the north bedroom. In 1902 Randall had the roof reshingled, 
but whether or not he made the change from wood to asphalt shingles at 

. this time is not known. 

There were several other alterations made to the house, but these have 
since been removed and do not affect the partial restoration of the 
exterior of the house. 

The front porch and west kitchen addition are being retained and 
restored to their original condition because they will add to the functional 
usefulness of the structure, because they were built close to the historic 
period, and because they still exist intact. The north bedroom addition 
will be retained and restored to its original condition because it will add 
to the functional usefulness of the structure and is not readily visible to · 
the public from the historic zone. 

The architectural work outlined in this section will bring the exterior of 
the Amanda Garvin. house to an appearance similar to that of the historic 
period. The interior changes wUI provide facilities much needed by the 
National Park Service staff to· properly preserve historic artifacts of the 
site. The proposed partial exterior restoration/adaptive interior 
restoration will provide a useful structure appropriate to the appearance 
and purpose of the historic site. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS 

Plans 

HS-7:P1 

HS-7:P2 

HS-7:P3 

HS-7:P4 

HS-7:P5 

HS-7:P6 

HS-7:P7 

Photographs 

HS-7:1 

HS-7:2 

HS-7: 3 

HS-7:4 

HS-7:5 

HS-7: 6 

HS-7: 7 

HS-7: 8 

HS-7:9 

Original Conditions, ca. 1872 with 1888 additions 

Ca. 1898 

Ca. 1967 

Existing Conditions (see volume 2, appendix F) 

Preliminary Design (see volume 2, appendix G) 

Composite of Sanborn maps 

Plat of Historic Site 

Existing view looking southwest 

Existing view looking northeast 

View looking north, ca. 1890 

View looking northwest, ca. 1910 

View looking northwest, ca. 1910 

View looking west at the west wall of the original 
kitchen/dining room 

View looking south at the original north exterior wall 

View of the east exterior wall above the porch ceiling 

View looking east at the center partition - second floor 

147 



I 
~---------'------------· --------..,-------- -------, el 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

---
I 
I 

18e8f'O~H -0~\'"-..POS~I~I...Y I_. 
STOoP A~ $t-'OWN DA~H&O __ 

Ft!SST FlaO~ fLAN ~) ,Pi'ql-l I 

~ OF 187LW&TH !080ADOIT\ON, 

HS,-7: PI 
AMANDA <f'AI<Y I~ cprreAe: HS»-7 

.$HOWN PA>HED 
0 '5 10 ·----­.- - -1/0'' .. 1'-o" 

I 
I 

.}. 
I 
I 



I 
le ..------------'--· --·---, 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
re 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

.. 
I 
I 

r 
I 
I 
I 
I 

r-- ---, 
I I 
I I 

1888ADOI I 
I 
I 

L -1-:::i ..... -~~--~ 

SECONO El QQ!? f'LAN :) NOF'.jl-l 

A~ OF ~67Z. WtTH 1855 AD0tTl0N~ SHc?wbJ ~~H~ 
HS·7: p1 o s 'o . ---­.- - -



~ OIZIG:INAL f':>~o-1. 

IN 18q7 THE" RAN DALLS I n---Tr===::t:=~::::::::======:;-r 
~~HT THE' C.OTT~ I ~ 
AND IN I~CfflADDED A I 
1011'12' 3EO~M W/ 
A C.,_OSt:.I.J ON T~E" No'2-Ttff :I~U. 
SlOE' ot=· THE f.buc..e:. 

1 
q, k1TCHE~ 

MIZS. 6-~UWELL. f<E'CAL-l-S I 
Tl4E' THE SIDE (-O~CH ~ r-

WA~ &.l1 L-j I!>Y ~Ec< I - ,. 
HUSBAND &TW~N IC\ \"l.- 1q IS' 
4 C. L..O)EO IN A~fl lot t S. SINCE' 
PH::>TO(AIZAp~c, OFTHE METHOPIST 
~u~c.H, c' ~c.A 19 10, SI-\OW THE Dl "-11 "-''=' r'<M 
~ ft:>~C.t1 A~ E')(t!;,T\N~ 4 7+-l€: 
'NE.,,..I31ZANCt-t ~ Re:.oeof 
THe SANGOIZN FH~.t' MA.f"~.SOT'-f ~ 
IND,CATE IT f!JCtST£0 f"IZ..tO~ TO 
i\4l~LI_r I~ ASS UMEO THAT H£1~ =-.1-
14U~15AND ~5UIL..T jV ~~CH 
w IC>~ TH.O...N THE' O~l~lNAL..., L-I'VIt-...1~ Rto-1\ 

THt' o~·~NAL ft:>~C..t1 APPEAtZ-S lJP 
TO 5~ ~ GLO 11 \N I DE. I ""f ,... __ ._.__.JI-.::~1!1111111 
PHOTO~eAPt-f~ . 

THE" 1q 2.1 SAN e,c::>i<N Fl ~ MAP 
• M ll.S. ~~u INS I... I-~ 1c:r~ f\.\oTO =-•--.:::....__•-----~•=----;:::~~• 
S~W T~E f'o~c.H CI..O~E.O IN. 
4 Al!ouT 7'-a WIOE". 

A~ OF C1rz..CA 1890 

H~-7:Pz.. 0 5 10 

AMA.to.JDA GaAI<VII'-J COTTAS!t;: H~-7 
. ----
1- - -

I 
el 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

--
1 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

tJ 
I 
I 



I 
let----
1 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

--
1 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

A~ OF: Ct~GA 18'le> 

HS-7: pz. 

I ~-----~ 

1 1 I 
1 I I 
I I I 

I I 
I 1 I 

1-------;>r L_ --

\0 . ---­·- --.. 
I 

AMANC/A ~AfSYtN COTJME"" HS-7 tjt!!l: I'-d' 

I 



i~-+E" E:XAc.. T DArr T~e ~~ 
Fb~H 'NP..~ 5UtL-T l~ 
UN KNOW"'. -p.+ I~ IS l<Q~~\.Y 
THE' f'..,,._N 0 F i HE" 1-40 LJ4i E' A i 
T)+S" il ME' THE' N4T\ON~ = ~ 
PA~"- SEl<v,C.E ACQUI~EO 
I'T I~ lqb7. ll+£" I( I TCJ.4E:Joo..l 
F'-00~ W~ (-(EM~EO 
IN lq7S'" 3E'c..AU\e' OF' 

. ~OTT'I N6l. 

KITCHEN 

.IN lq7~-77 THiii' NATlc:NA\. 
PA~ K. SE~\1 I c..E I NST1&A Tel: 
S0'"-4£' ~c?At rz.'i UN~~ 
E'WIE~C>IiiNC '/ STAI!ttC...I"ZA-
T\ON Pf'2.0'='f<A M WHIGW 
IN~UU~EO ~ ~~L_~l~ 
I) "THE 'N £W;T pt:::' t<C. '4 WP.~ 

. 

u 
6ATH 

n 

DINI "--C:\ RM 
6e"MOL.ISHED ~ANEW 5!>MT. 
13Ut L-T U NOEl< Ht 'N ~T ADDITt::N, C\..0~ . 

Z'JTHE SOUTH A:>f<CH W,.._~ l t• 
OE """'9L..l~t-te..o 4 A -:,TOO I' 5UIL-T' 6..4.. 
I ~ I,-~ F' t..AC. E., 

~)TWO WIN ~~,5Y T~'E ~TA\IZ LIYI r--..1~ RM 
ON THE Sour~ £1,..£VA.TIONL ~ ~==~ 
W~ICH WERE: LJ..TE"' f'Etz.IOq ,op 
WE~E' CL.O~EO IN. 

• 4) A NEW CHU'v1NEY WA~ 
c:0N~TJ<I.)C.lEO IN 0~16\1 NAl- o. \4 
l..O~ATION (A\...THOUe..H Wt7-0NG.. ,_ ~OP.c 
S \'~E) 1!1, .. ..___..,!5._ •--...::1!•!!1...----'.111~ 

A!:> OE l q Col 
HS-7 :p~ 
AMANDA. 6Af<VI N CoJTACaE' H~-"'7 

CLo~ r.. 
BEDRooM 

10 

I 
el 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

--
1 
I 
·I 
I 
I 
I 

.. 
I 
I 



I 
le~--------------~--~--~-1 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

--
1 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

•• I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

,----, 
I I 
I I ,--

1 

I 
I 
I 
I 

--, 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I ,~------~ 
~ ..... ,....~--.....---

I 
L __ 

lATE PE~IO.O WINDoN 

AS Of: Jq ~7 
H~-7 :ez 
AMA.NOA GARVIN COIT¥1E HS-7 

I 
I 
I 
i 

tA,-e: ~ROO 1 

WINC)C"'! 

. - -.- -- 10 



CD N I' I 
0 ~ N 
0) 0) 

---~ .. "t- "t-

416 41. I . .. .. 
~ ~ ~~ 

4/f I 
I 

f. _I I .J 

~~ ~ 
•t~t W· .. I J: .~ 

~El ~--~ 
~ ~ 

/2' 1!1" 14 I ~ ':( ~ 

I 

--
U) 0 I 
0) 0 
CD 0) I "t- "t-

,.,., I 
I 

,tJf 

I 
,__,. 

y. I 
-1 

~~ 
..J -a:: >~ 

a:r.: uJ 
:I: 4(1 

Cl1 t-



I 

~ 
I! 

I 
ll 

_.; 

li 
I! 
I~ 

! 

I •' ., 

I• 

1--'-----+--
1 
I 
I 
I 
I 

•• I 
I 

I 

HS-7:P7 PLAT OF HISTORIC 
SITE FROM HARRIS & WARNER'S 

, ATLAS OF CEDAR COUNTY, 1872. 
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HS-7: 1, AMANDA GARVIN HOUSE, 1977. Existing view looking southwest. The original 
negative is at the Denver Service Center, National Park Service. 

F. Krupka, photographer, Denver, Colorado 
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HS-7:2, AMANDA GARVIN HOUSE, 1977. Existing view looking northeast. ·The original 
negative is at the Denver Service Center, National Park Service. 

F. Krupka, photographer, Denver, Colorado 
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HS-7:3, AMANDA GARVIN HOUSE, 1890·1900. View looking north. This photograph was 
taken after the Methodist church was altered between 1885 and 1890. Note that the Garvin 
porch is open under the south side and the steps are not central on the porch. This 
photograph shows a contrast in the paint colors between the siding and the trim. Note that 
the boardwalk is varying widths in the photograph. The original photograph is with G. 
Speight, West Branch, Iowa. A copy of the negative is at the Hoover Presidential Library, 
West Branch, Iowa. 

E.M. Savage, Photographer 
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HS-7:4, AMANDA GARVIN HOUSE, Ca. 1910. This is a portion of the original photograph 
looking northwest. This photograph shows six-over-six window sash. Note the rear porch 
with lattice screen and the location of the pump. Note the size of the chimney. The original 
photograph is at the West Branch Heritage Foundation, West Branch, Iowa. A copy of the 
negative is at the Hoover Presidential Library, West Branch, Iowa. 

Photographer unknown 
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HS-7:5, AMANDA GARVIN HOUSE, ca. 1910. This is a portion of the original photograph 
looking northwest. This photograph is similar to HS-7:4. Note the better detail of the rear 
porch lattice screen and pump. The original photograph is with G. Speight, West Branch, 
Iowa. A copy of the negative is at the Hoover Presidential library, West Branch, Iowa. 

Photographer, unknown 
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HS-7:6, AMANDA GARVIN HOUSE, 1978. View looking west shows the 
sill member for the original west window of the house. The original 
photograph and negative are at Wagner. Marquart. Wetherell. Ericsson. 
Architects, Des Moines, Iowa. 

M. Barnes, photographer 
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HS-7:7, AMANDA GARVIN HOUSE, 1978. View looking south shows a 
portion of the sill member and framing for the north window of the 
original kitchen/dining room of the house. The original photograph and 
negative are at Wagner. Marquart. Wetherell. Ericsson. Architects, Des 
Moines, Iowa. 

M. Barnes, photographer 
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HS-7:8, AMANDA GARVIN HOUSE, 1978. This photograph, looking above 
the ceiling of the east porch, shows the original flooring and wall 
construction at the second floor. The original photograph and negative 
are at Wagner. Marquart. Wetherell. Ericsson. Architects, Des Moines, 
Iowa. 

M. Barnes, photographer 
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HS-7:9, AMANDA GARVIN HOUSE, 1978. View looking east at the center 
partition of the second floor and showing the framing where the chimney 
was supported at one time. Note that the studs in this wall are laid flat, 
making a finish wall thickness of approximately 3 inches. The original 
photograph and negative are located at Wagner. Marquart. Wetherell. 
Ericsson. Architects, Des Moines, Iowa. 

M. Barnes, photographer 
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CHARLES E. SMITH HOUSE (HS-8) 

ADMINISTRATIVE DATA 

Historical Classification 

The C. E Smith house (HS-8), located in West Branch, Iowa, is classified 
as 11-b, or third order of historical significance. It is listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places as part of the Herbert Hoover National 
Historic Site. 

The structure is currently unoccupied and in fair condition. Plan 
HS-8:P2 (volume 2, appendix F) and photographs HS-8:1 ahd 2 show 
existing conditions. 

Proposed Use and Justification 

Although the Charles E. Smith house was not present during Herbert 
Hoover•s tenure in West Branch, its plan is similar to houses that he 
would have known during his boyhood. As called for in the 1977 
11 Addendum to the Master Plan, 11 the exterior of the house will be partially 
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restored to its original appearance. The interior will be adaptively 
restored to serve as a residence for Park Service personnel. 1 

The 1970 11 Master Plan , 11 as amended in 1977, directs that the historic 
· zone be restored to the appearance of a typical eastern Iowa village of 

the 1880s.2 

The Charles E. Smith house was built in 1903, and it was moved to its 
present site on the west side of Downey Street in 1969 by the National 
Park Service to serve as a background structure to re-create the scene 
of a typical eastern Iowa village of the period of Herbert Hoover•s life in 
West Branch. 

The house was built 19 years after Mr. Hoover left West Branch, so. he 
would not have been familiar with it. The house occupies the site of the 
Methodist Episcopal church, which was an important part of the community 
during Hoover•s life in West Branch. Thus, the retention of the Smith 
house, built in a style compatible with the remainder of the neighborhood, 
will add to the immediate scene. 

ARCHITECTURAL DATA 

Documentation of Historical Research 

Background Information. Newspaper accounts indicate that C. E. Smith 
built the house in 1903.3 He purchased the lot where the house 
originally stood in July of that year, and the structure was enclosed by 
November. 4 By the end of 1903, the Smiths were occupying their new 
home on the east side of south Downey Street, south of the P. T. Smith 
house. 5 The house remained there until it was moved to its present. 
location in 1969, after acquisition by the National Park Service. 

The Sanborn maps of the historic zone (1895, 1900, 1906, 1912, and 1927) 
show that the present house site was originally occupied by the Methodist 
Episcopal church and then by a private residence (from 1927 to 1969). 
The Sanborn maps do not include the area where the Smith house 
originally stood. 

The Smiths lived in the house until their deaths in 1934.6 During their 
ownership they made several changes, which included the addition of the 

1 . USDI, NPS, 11 Addendum to the Master Plan, 11 p. 14. 

2. Ibid. 

3. West Branch Times, July 9, 1903. 

4. ·Ibid., November 5, 1903. 

5. Ibid. 

6. USDI, NPS, Bearss and Husted, 11 Core Area, 11 p. 77. 
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summer kitchen (pre-1914) and the west kitchen bay windows 
(1915-1919).7 

L. C. Rummel Is bought the house from Charles Smith's heirs in 1936, and 
during his one-year ownership, he remodeled the pantry into a breakfast 
nook.8 

Whether the pergola is original is not documented, but it is known that it 
existed during the first decades of the 20th century. 9 

There were several owners of the Smith house from 1937 to 1969, when it 
was acquired by the National Park Service, but there were no documented 
changes during this time. 

When the National Park Service moved the Smith house in 1969, the 
summer kichen, porch, and pergola were removed. Changes subsequent 
to the National Park Service acquisition include constructing a new 
basement/foundation, painting, reroofing with wood shingles, moving the 
kitchen bay window to the center of the wall, installing new, metal-lined, 
wooden gutters around the octagonal porch, and reconstructing one of the 
historic chimneys. · 

Historic Photographs. All of the historic photographs· show the Charles 
E. Smith house at its original site. Therefore, the directions given are 
not the same as the original ones. 

The earliest available photograph, HS-8:3 (ca. 1909), showing the 
northwest corner of the house and front porch, clearly indicates the 
contrasting shades of color on the house and the wooden gutters with 
metal downspouts. Also it is evident that the summer kitchen had not yet 
been built. 

Photograph HS-8:4 (ca. 1915) shows the wood gutter detail, location of 
the rear (east) chimney, and the finial on the octagonal porch roof. 

Two other historic photographs, HS-8:5 and HS-8:6, both taken ca. 1915, 
show details of the original front porch and steps and the location of the 
original west chimney. 

Photograph HS-8:7 (ca. 1917), looking east, shows the front door and 
storm. The steps are painted the same shade as the porch deck, and 
there is a concrete sidewalk up to the porch steps. 

Photographs HS-8:8 and 9, both taken ca. 1934, show details of the rear 
porch, railings, steps, walk, columns, and entrance to the summer 
kitchen. Also shown are details of the pergola and trellises by the rear 
porch. 

7. Ibid., p. 79 . 

8. Ibid. 

9. I bid. I p. 80. 
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Pho~ographs HS-8:10 and 11, taken ca. 1969, show two sides of the 
summer kitchen and its relationship to the bay window, house, and rear 
porch. HS-8:10 showsclearly the original rear porch (except for railing, 
balusters, and steps) in dilapidated condition. 

Fabric and Site Investigation 

Exterior Walls. Field examination of the exterior walls has not revealed 
any evidence of alterations other than those made by the National Park 
Service in 1969, after removal of the summer kitchen and rear porch. 
This included centering the kitchen bay window and repairing the 

· clapboards and trim. 

Roofs. Examination of the spaced-:sheathing roof construction indicates 
that originally the. house had a wood shingle surface. 

Exterior Attachments; The front (southeast) porch indicates that it was 
original to the house, although the brick foundation, lattice work, wood 
shingle roof, and front steps were reconstructed in 1969 by the National 
Park Service. 

The fact that the exterior door on the west is approximately 3 feet off 
the ground indicates that there was a porch there originally. ' 

Interior Information. The existing concrete/brick-veneer basement/ 
foundation walls were constructed iri 1969 by the National Park Service 
when the house was move.d to its present site. 

The existing brick chimney towards the front of the house is new (1969), 
although. it is probably in its original location. 

Treatment 

The following work is proposed for the adaptive restoration of the Charles 
E. Smith house, as described in the 11 Administrative Data 11 section. 

. Exterior. Partial restoration is proposed as follows: 

Provide new perimeter drain tile along all exterior 
basement/foundation walls. 

Age and repaint the new (1969) brick-veneer foundation, using 
mortar colored to match the brick. 

Reconstruct the historic (1903) rear (northwest) porch and steps. 

Repair and/or replace deteriorated beaded-ceiling boards on the 
front (east) octagonal porch; remove the existing nonhistoric (1969) 
front steps and reconstruct new front steps as shown in historic 
photographs. 
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Restore the four exterior elevations to their 1903 appearance, 
retaining the west kitchen bay window in its present location. This 
will include repairing and/or replacing all deteriorated clapboards 
and trim; providing new storm windows and screens for all windows, 
and screen doors for all exterior doors; and repairing all existing 
historic sash. 

Reconstruct the historic chimney in its original location. 

Provide new, metal-lined, wooden roof gutters to match those shown 
in historic photographs. 

Provide a detached, exterior concrete pit under the front (east) 
porch to conceal the air-conditioning condenser. 

Strip all exterior paint, and repaint the house using historic colors 
(see appendix C). 

Interior. The interior wi II be adaptively restored as follows: 

Reinforce the existing, undersized first-floor joists in the west 
portion of the house (under the existing kitchen) as required to 
ensure adequate support for the uses outlined for the first floor. 

Provide for residential laundry facilities in the basement as indicated 
in HS-8:P3. 

Adapt the first floor to provide a modern residence as indicated. 
This will include removing the existing kitchen/breakfast nook and 
providing a new one-half bath and family room; altering the existing 
first-floor bedroom to provide a new kitchen; removing all existing 
wood lath and plaster and providing new gypsum lath and plaster; 
and repairing and/or replacing existing wood trim. 

Adapt the second floor as required to provide modern bath facilities 
in the west room and direct access to the east bedroom. This will 
include removing all existing wood lath and plaster, providing new 
gypsum lath and plaster, and repairing and/or replacing existing 
wood trim. 

Remove the existing, deteriorated, wood finish flooring (first and 
second floors), and provide new wood flooring to match original. 

Utility System. Modernizing the utility system is proposed as follows: 

Remove the existing mechanical and electrical systems; provide new 
heating, air-conditioning, plumbing, and electrical systems, sized as 
required and meeting all applicable codes. 

Provide sufficient insulation to meet or exceed government energy 
conservation standards, if technically possible; insulate exterior 
walls during adaptive restoration of the interior; insulate attic 
throughout (see appendix A). 
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Security System. Installation of the security system will be performed as 
follows: 

Install residential smoke alarms as required to meet all applicable 
.codes. 

Summary 

The most obvious and significant change to the Smith house is its new 
location. Only minor alterations have been made to the interior of the 
house since it was constructed by Charles E. Smith in 1903. 

Since the house was constructed in a style compatible with the rest of the 
neighborhood, it is proposed to partially restore the exterior to 
near-original condition, which will include rebuilding the rear porch, and 
to modernize the interior to provide a suitable residence. 

The architectural work outlined in this section will bring the exterior of 
the Charles Smith house very close to its condition when· completed in 
1903. The interior changes will provide a modern residence to house 
onsite maintenance/security personnel. The proposed partial exterior 
restoration/adaptive interior restoration will provide a useful structure 
appropriate to the appearance and function of the historic site. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS 

Plans 

HS-8: P1 

HS-8:P2 

HS-8:P3 

HS-8: P4 

Photographs 

HS-8:1 

HS-8:2 

HS-8:3 

HS-8:4 

HS-8:5 

HS-8:6 

HS-8:7 

HS-8:8 

HS-8:9 

HS-8:10 

HS-8:11 

Original Conditions, 1903 to 1936 

Existing Conditions (see volume 2, appendix F) 

Preliminary Design (see volume 2, appendix G) 

Plat of Historic Site 

Existing view looking northwest 

Existing view looking southeast 

View looking southeast, ca. 1909 

View looking southwest, ca. 1915 

View looking southeast, ca. 1915 

View looking east, ca. 1915 

View looking east, 1917 

View looking northeast, ca. 1934 

View looking northeast, ca. 1934 

View looking northwest, 1969 (original location) 

View looking southwest, 1969 (original location) 

(Note: Captions for photographs HS-8:3-11 give compass 

directions for the original house.) 
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HS-8:P4 PLAT OF HISTORIC SITE 
FROM HARRIS & WARNER'S 
ATLAS OF CEDAR COUNTY, 1872, 
WITH C. E. SMITH HOUSE 
SUPERIMPOSED IN_ PRESENT 

. LOCATION. 
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HS-8: 1, CHARLES E. SMITH HOUSE, 1977. Existing view looking northwest. The original 
location of this house was on the east side of Downey Street on Cook 1s Hill. The house was 
moved to its present site in 1969 by the National Park Service. The original negative is at the 
Denver Service Center, National Park Service. 

F. Krupka, photographer, Denver, Colorado 
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HS-8:2, CHARLES E. SMITH HOUSE, 1977. Existing view looking southeast. The original 
location of this house was on the east side of Downey Street on Cook•s Hill. The house was 
moved to its present site in 1969 by the National Park Service. The original negative is at the 
Denver Service Center, National Park Service. 

F. Krupka, photographer, Denver, Colorado 
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HS-8:3, CHARLES E. SMITH HOUSE, 1909. View looking southeast prior to the house being 
moved to its present site. This photograph shows in detail the contrasting colors of the 
house. Copies of the original photograph are at the West Branch Heritage Society, West 
Branch, Iowa, and with Sig Larson, West Branch, Iowa. A copy of the negative is at the 
Hoover Presidential Library, West Branch, Iowa . 

T.T. Hathaway, photographer 
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HS-8:4, CHARLES E. SMITH HOUSE, ca. 1915. View looking southwest prior to the house 
being moved to its present site. This photograph is similar to HS-8:4. Note the gutter detail 
and the location of the chimney. Also note the detail of the finial on the porch roof. The 
original photograph is with G. Brown, West Branch, Iowa. A copy of the negative is at 
Herbert Hoover National Historic Site, West Branch, Iowa. 

Photographer unknown 
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HS-8:5, CHARLES E. SMITH HOUSE, ca. 1915. View looking southeast prior to the house 
being moved to its present site. Note the location of the chimney. The original photograph is 
with G. Brown, West Branch, Iowa. A copy of the negative is with S. Larson, West Branch, 
Iowa. 

Photographer unknown 
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HS-8:6, CHARLES E. SMITH HOUSE, ca. 1915. View looking east prior 
to the house being moved to its present site. Note that there is no 
handrail on the front steps. The original photograph is with Mrs. A. 
Moore, West Branch, Iowa. A copy of the negative is at the Hoover 
Presidential Library, West Branch, Iowa. 

Photographer unknown 
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HS-8:7, CHARLES E. SMITH HOUSE, 1917. View looking east before the 
house was moved to its present site. This photograph shows the front 
porch and door. Note that the treads on the steps are painted the same 
shade as the porch deck. Also note the sidewalk. The original 
photograph is located with Mrs. A. Moore, West Branch, Iowa. A copy of 
the negative is at the Hoover Presidential Library, West Branch, Iowa. 

Photographer unknown 
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HS-8:8, CHARLES E. SMITH HOUSE, ca. 1934. View looking northeast prior to the house 
being moved to its present site. This photograph shows details of the rear porch steps, walk, 
porch -columns, and entrance to the summer kitchen. This also shows details of the pergola 
and trellis (the trellis will not be reconstructed at this time). The original photograph is with 
Mrs. A. Moore, West Branch, Iowa. A copy of the negative is at the Hoover Presidential 
Library, West Branch, Iowa. 

Photographer unknown 
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HS-8:9, CHARLES E. SMITH HOUSE, ca. 1934. View looking northeast prior to the house 
being moved to its present site. This photograph shows a good detail of the lattice work 
under the rear porch and of the kitchen door trim. Note that there are no balusters on this 
porch, and a flower box appears to be built-in on the rail. The original photograph is with 
Mrs. A. Moore, West Branch, Iowa. A copy of the negative is at the Hoover Presidential 
Library, West Branch, Iowa. 

Photographer unknown 

e -- - - - - - - -- - - - - - - .. -



0 
Do 
0 
0 
0 
0 
D 
0 
0 
oo 
0 
0 
D 
D 
0 
0 

0 

0 

Q 
Q 

r. 

0 

0 

•) 

i ~, 

i: 

(I ' 



N 
0 
~ 

e ---

HS-8:10, CHARLES E. SMITH HOUSE, 1969. View looking northwest prior to the house being 
moved to its present site. This photograph shows good details of the rear porch, the basic 
configuration of which is original (1903). Note the location of the cistern and walkways. The 
original negative is at Herbert Hoover National Historic Site, West Branch, Iowa. · 

Glennie Murray Wall, photographer, Denver, Colorado 
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HS-8:11, CHARLES E. SMITH HOUSE, 1969. 
moved to its present site. Note the location 
the bay window. The original negative is 
Branch, Iowa. 

View looking southwest prior to the house being 
of the summer kitchen addition in relationship to 
at Herbert Hoover National Historic Site, West 

Glennie Murray Wall, photographer, Denver, Colorado 
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JAMES STAPLES HOUSE (HS-9) 

ADMINISTRATIVE DATA 

Historical Classification . 

The James Staples house (HS-9), located in West. Branch, Iowa, is 
classified as 11-b, or third order of historical significance. It is listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places as part of the Herbert Hoover 
National Historic Site. 

The structure is currently occupied and in good condition. Plan HS-9: P4 
(volume 2, appendix F) and photographs HS-9: 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 show 
existing conditions. 

Proposed Use and Justification 

The James Staples house is on the periphery of, and forms the northwest 
boundary for, the historic zone. Although the house has been 
substantially altered since its construction, the original portion, with 
which Mr. Hoover would have been familiar during his life in West 
Branch, is that which is most visible to the public. The exterior of the 
James Staples house will be partially restored to its appearance late in the 
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1880s historic period, as called for in the 1977 11 Addendum to the Master 
Plan. 11 1 

The ·interior of the James Staples house will be adaptively restored to 
serve as a residence for Park Service personnel, as also called for in the 
addendum. 2 

The 1970 11 Master Plan, 11 as amended in 1977, directs that the historic 
zone be restored to the appearance of a typical eastern Iowa village of 
the period of Herbert Hoover's life ·in West Branch. · 

The James Staples house was built by John Wetherell between 1869 and 
1872, two years before Hoover's birth. Therefore, Mr. Hoover ·would 
have been familiar with the house througho~t his residence in the town. 

The house has had several additior\s (to the north and west away from 
the historic zone), but these were made after Hoover left West Branch. 
Therefore, the original portion of the house will be viewed by the visiting 
public from within the historic site. 

The house will add to ·the immediate scene of a typical eastern Iowa 
village of · the period of Herbert Hoover's life in West Branch, while 
providing an onsite residence for Park Service personnel. 

ARCHITECTURAL DATA 

Documentati.on of Historical Research 

Background Information. The earliest documentary evidence of the 
James Staples house is in Harris & Warner•s Atlas of Cedar County, which 
shows West Branch in 1872. A copy of that plat, included as photograph 
HS-9:7, depicts the house as a rectangular· block on lot. 22, somewhat 
smaller than the Hayhurst house, located three lots south on lot 25. A 
plat of West Branch on May 29, 1869, by Joseph Steer, as attorney for 
John lVI •. Wetherell,· shows no structure on lot 22. 3 Therefore, the house 

·was buift by John M. Wetherell between 1869 and 1872. 

The house and its lot, plus lots 16, 17, and 18 immediately to the north 
· of it, were purchased by Eliza Staples in October 1876. The sale was 

free of all encumbrances except a lease assigned to J. M. Rummells to 
expire December 15, 1876; 4 therefore, the Staples did not_actually occupy 

1 . USDI, NPS, 11 Addendum to the Master Plan, 11 p. 14. 

2. Ibid. 

3. CC, Deed Book C, p. 499, cited by USDI, NPS, Bearss and Husted, 
11 Core Area, 11

· p. 89. 

4. Ibid. I p. 86. 
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the house until very late in 1876. The Staples remained in the house 
until their deaths (Eliza in 1882, and James in 1891). 

Dr. Staples•s heirs later sold the house to William Wren in February 1893. 
Newspaper accounts state that Wren I upon taking possession I made 
several improvements to his property. 5 What those· improvements 
consisted of is not known, although they were probably minor, intended 
to dress-up the property for resale, because he sold the house in August 
1893 to Edward Randall. 6 

Randall retained possession until June 1899, when he. sold the property to 
his daLighter,7 who sold it to Dr. I.J. Bailey in October 1900.8 

Dr. Bailey owned the house and used it for rental purposes until his 
death in 1910,9 when O.C. Pennock purchased it from the Bailey estate 

. and, according to ·oral history, moved into the house in 1912.10 Soon 
after acquiring the property, the Pennocks made a major addition to the 
house. A two-story ell, about 18 feet square, was added to the north 
elevation. On the east elevation of the ell was a big front porch. The 
annex at the rear of the main structure, housing a kitchen and porch, 
was also altered and extended to the west several feet, the side porch 
being enclosed. 11 

All of the changes that altered the house can be verified by the Sanborn 
maps for 1895, 1900, 1906, 1912, and 1927, a ·composite set of which is 
included as plan HS-9: P6. 

Further changes occurred between 1912 and 1967, when the National Park 
Service acquired the property. In summary, these pre-1967 changes 
included reroofing the house with asphalt shingles (1929-1946), enclosing 
the big front porch and installing storm windows (1946-1967), making 
several interior alterations, periodic painting, changing the fences, 
walks, outbuildings, and site landscaping. 

Post-1967 changes by the National Park Service include remodeling and 
updating the first and second floors, providing a new wood shingle roof 

··(except west one-story addition), and repainting of the exterior. 

5. West Branch Times, February. 23, 1893. 

6. CC, Deed Record T, p. 541. 

7. USDI, NPS, Bearss and Husted, 11 Core Area, 11 p. 92. 

8. CC, Deed Record U, p. 92. 

9. USID, NPS, Bearss and Husted, 11 Core Area , 11 p. 94. 

10. Personal interview with Adelbert Pennock (son of O.C. Pennock) by 
Edwin Bearss, August 4 and 16, 1970. 

11. USDI, NPS, Bearss and Husted, 11 Core Area, 11 p. 95. 
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Historic Photographs. The earliest available photograph (ca. 1878), the 
only one of. this house dating from the historic period and included as 
photograph HS-9: 6, shows the north. and east elevations. Clearly evident 
in· this photograph are the original north and east windows with shutters 
and· six-over-six. sash, a small front stoop/steps, a chimney in the center 
of the main block of the house, and an addition on the west, which did 
not line up with the rest of the house (see 1895 Sanborn map). 

·The next photograph available (ca. 1890), included as HS-9: 7, shows 
essentially the same· elements as HS-9:6, but the front stoop and steps 
ce~n ·be seen more ~I early. · · 

Photograph HS-9: 8 shows a portion of the rear kitchen addition before it 
was enlarged by the Pennocks, and its chimney. 

The next two photographs, HS-9:9 (ca. 1905) and HS-9:10 (ca. 1920), 
are . both of the kitchen addition, one before Pennock enlarged it and the 
other after, and they show that the kitchen chimney does not center on 
the roof ridge and that the ridge appears to be metal. 

Fabric and Site Investigation 

Exterior Walls. Examination of the stone foundation has verified that 
originally the Staples house consisted of only the small two-story portion 
(currently the southeast block). The one-story addition to the west also 
has a stone foundation, similar in detail (although not constructed as 
well), indicating that it was built soon after the main house, probably by. 
Dr. Staples. After Staples•s wife died (1882) he had another couple move 
in with him, so it is doubtful he would have added to a house that was 
already too large for one person. Therefore, this addition wouid have 
been built between 1876 and 1882. This was verified when, during the 
1977 remodeling by· the National Park Service, original board sheathing 
was found on the addition side of the west kitchen wall. 

Examination of the wall framing around the passage between the existing 
kitchen and first-floor bedroom shows that this originally was an exterior 
door. 

The framing around the existing rear exterior door shows that originally 
it was a window. 

Visual examination. of the south bay window verified that the construction 
was different from the remainder of the two-story block, and therefore 
not original. 

Roofs. A patch visible in the roof sheathing over the original two-story 
house shows where the first chimney went through the roof. The 
chimney is also still visible at the second floor, further verifying its 
initial location. · 

Examination of the spaced-sheathing roof construction indicates that 
originally the roof was covered with wood shingles. 
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Exterior Attachments. The construction and configuration of the 
foundation walls and first-floor framing, under the south portion of the 
west addition, indicates that this was first a porch. 

The porch on the northeast was added ca. 1912. The concrete stoop, 
sidewalks, and brick planter were all added later. 

Interior Information. The original first-floor partitions and openings 
were located by evidence found during the 1977 remodeling by the 
National Park Service (see plan HS-9: P1). 

Examination of the wall below the original chimney indicates that the 
chimney did not extend through to the first floor. 

The construction ·of the north portion of the west addition, and the use 
of cut nails similar in style to those of the original house, further 
substantiate that this addition was probably built by Staples between 1876 
and 1882. 

Most of the original second-story partitions and openings were located by 
evidence found during the 1977 remodeling by the National Park Service 
(see plan HS-9: P1). 

Treatment 

The following work is proposed for the adaptive restoration of the James 
Staples house, as described in the "Administration Data" section. 

Exterior. Partial restoration is proposed as follows: 

Remove all plaster from the original stone foundation (southeast 
two-story portion); repair and repaint stone as required. 

Remove the existing, deteriorated, nonhistoric exterior basement 
stair on the west side of the north addition, and reconstruct a new 
concrete stair (stone-veneered, above-grade) with wood doors as 
indicated in plan HS-9: PS. 

Remove the nonhistoric enclosed porch, brick planter, concrete 
stoop/steps, and concrete sidewalk/patio from the east elevation of 
the house; reconstruct the historic (ca. 1878) wood stoop/steps and 
exterior wall as indicated in HS-9: PS. 

Restore the four exterior elevations to their appearance during the 
historic period, retaining the ca. 1912 north addition and 
enlarged/enclosed west addition. This will include repairing and/or 
replacing all deteriorated clapboards and trim; providing new 
shutters (for 1878 windows), storm windows and screens for all 
windows, and storm doors and screens for all exterior doors; and 
repa1rmg all existing window sash in the 1912 additions. All 
nonhistoric windows and sash in the original portion of the house 
will be replaced with new six-over-six sash of historic size and 
location. The existing east entrance door will be reworked to reflect 
its historic appearance by providing sidelights and transom. 
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Remove the existing, nonhistoric (ca. 1912), brick chimney, and 
reconstruct two historic chimneys in their original locations. 

Roof. the west, one-story addition with wood shingles. 

Provide an attached, exterior, below-grade concrete pit to conceal 
the air-conditioning condenser; apply stone veneer to the exposed 
(i.e. above-grade) portion to match the foundation of the house; 
provide a metal safety grate and a removable, sloped, wooden winter 
cover. 

Provide new stone areaway~ as required to match the foundation of 
the house. 

Paint· the exterior of the house using historic colors (see 
appednix C). 

Interior. The interior. wi II be adaptively restored as follows: 

Remove the existing, uneven, wood basement stair, and replace with 
evenly spaced treads and risers. 

Adapt and repair the first floor as required to accommodate the 
exterior alterations. 

No work is anticipated on the second floor because of remodeling by 
the National .Park Service in 1977. 

Utility System. Modernizing the utility system is proposed as follows: 

Provide sufficient insulation to meet or exceed government energy 
conservation standards, if technically possible (see appendix A). 

Summary 

The exterior of the house, built by John Wetherell between 1869 and 
1872, remained unchanged until sold to Eliza (and James) Staples in 1886. 
The physical eVidence suggests that the original one-story addition was 
built soon after the original house, although probably not by Wetherell, 
since he used the house as rental property and it was still new. This 
would indicate that it was built by Staples between 1876 and 1882. The 
next documented changes to the house did not occur until 1893, and 
therefore, with the exception of the west one-story addition, the house in 
Hoover 1s time was as originally built. · 

The second major documented changes to the house were made by Pennock 
about ·1912. These changes were primarily additions. The ·evidence 
previously cited indicates that the changes included adding the ell to the 
north with its large front porch, enlarging the west kitchen addition, and 
enclosing the side porch. It is also possible that Pennock added the 
south bay window, but since Adelbert Pennock (son of O.C. Pennock) in. 
interviews with historian Edwin Bearss August 4 and 16, 1970, remembers 
the bay window· being in place when he moved in (1912), it was more 
likely .added. by Wren in 1893 to improve the marketability of the house. 
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It is proposed to remove the south bay window, since it was constructed 
after the historic period and is on the portion of the house most visible 
to the visiting public. The west addition and north elevation ell will be 
retained and restored to their original appearance because demolition costs 
would be high; . besides they add to the functional usefulness of the 
house,. and they face away from the historic zone. 

The architectural wor.k outlined in this section will bring the exterior of 
the Staples house to an appearance similar to that of the historic period. 
The interior changes will provide a modern residence needed by the 
National Park Service to house onsite management and security personnel. 
The proposed partial· exterior restoration/adaptive interior restoration will 
provide a useful structure appropriate to the appearance and purpose of 
the historic site. 
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I L LUSTRA T I 0 NS 

HS-9:P1 

HS-9: P2 

HS-9:P3 

HS.:.:9:P4 

HS-9:P5 

HS-.9: P6 

HS-9:P7 

Photographs 

HS-9: 1 

HS-9:2 

HS-9:3 

HS-9:4 

HS-9:5 

HS-9:6 

HS-9:7 

HS-9:8 

HS-9:9 

HS-9: 10 

Original Conditions, ca. 1869-1872 

Ca. 1895 

Ca. 1967 

Existing Conditions (see volume 2, appendix F) 

Preliminary Design (see volume 2, appendix G) 

Composite of Sanborn maps 

Plat of Historic Site 

Existing. view looking northwest 

Existing· view looking southeast 

Existing east elevation 

Existing partial north elevation 

Existing view looking southeast 

View looking southwest, ca. 1878 

View looking southwest, ca. 1890 

View looking southwest, ca. 1900 

View looking south, ca. 1905 

View looking south, ca. 1920 
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HS-9:P7 - PLAT OF HISTORIC 
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SITE FROM HARRIS & WARNER'S 

ATLAS OF CEDAR COUNTY, 1872. 
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HS-9: 1, JAMES STAPLES HOUSE, 1977. Existing view looking northwest. 
negative is at the Denver Service Center, National Park Service. 

F. Krupka, photographer, Denver, Colorado 
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HS-9:2, JAMES STAPLES HOUSE, 1977. Existing view looking southeast. The original 
negative is at the Denver Service Center, National Park Service. 

F. Krupka, photog rap her, Denver, Colorado 
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HS-9:3, JAMES STAPLES HOUSE, 1977. Existing view looking west. The original negative is 
at the Denver Service Center, National Park Service. 

F. Krupka, photographer, Denver, Colorado 
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HS-9:4, JAMES STAPLES HOUSE, 1977. Existing view looking south. The original negative is 
at the Denver Service Center, National Park Service. 

F. Krupka, photographer, Denver, Colorado 
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HS-9:5, JAMES STAPLES HOUSE, 1977. Existing view of the rear, looking southeast. The 
original negative is at the Denver Service Center, National Park Service. 

F. Krupka, photographer, Denver, Colorado 
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HS-9:6, JAMES STAPLES HOUSE, 1878. · View looking southwest. This photograph shows the 
original front entrance with decorative screen door, painted sidelight, and pediment over the 
door. Note the window size, location, and six-over-six sash and shutters. By use of reverse 
perspective, this photograph verifies the plan of the rear addition shown on the 1895 Sanborn 
map. The lean-to on the rear addition was much larger than the existing one. Note the use 
of boards-and-battens on the north side of the lean-to, rather than siding. Note chimney 
size, detail and location, and the northwest eave which shows what appears to be a downspout 
elbow. A copy of the negative is at the Herbert Hoover National Historic Site, West Branch, 
Iowa, and the Hoover Presidential Library, West Branch, Iowa (reference 1878-5). 

Wm. Miles, photographer 
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HS-9:7, JAMES STAPLES HOUSE, ca. 1890. View looking southwest. This photograph is 
similar to HS-9:6 and shows better details of the front entrance and the north windows. The 
house appears to have been painted since the last photograph dated 1878. The original 
photograph is at Herbert Hoover National Historic Site, West Branch, Iowa (reference 1890-22). 

Photographer unknown 
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HS-9:8, JAMES STAPLES HOUSE, ca. 1900. View looking southwest. This photograph shows 
a portion of the rear kitchen addition, before it was enlarged by the Pennocks, and its 
chimney. The original photograph is at the West Branch Heritage Society, West Branch, Iowa. 
A copy of the negative is at the Hoover Presidential Library, West Branch, Iowa. 

I.M. Lane, photographer 
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HS-9:9, JAMES STAPLES HOUSE, ca. 1905. View looking south at the west portion of the 
house. Note that the chimney does not appear to center on the ridge. It is believed that the 
long structure to the right of the tree is the coal shed southwest of the Hayhurst house, 
which shows on the 1900, 1906, and 1912 Sanborn maps. A copy of the negative is at the 
Hoover Presidential Library, West Branch, Iowa (reference 1905-69). 

Photographer unknown 
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HS-9:10, JAMES STAPLES HOUSE, ca. 1920. View looking south at the public library. This 
is a portion of the original photograph which shows that the rear portion of the Staples house 
has remained unchanged for the last 48 years. Also visible is the chimney, which does not 
center on the ridge; the ridge appears to be metal. The original photograph is with G. 
Speight, West Branch, Iowa. A copy of the negative is at the Hoover Presidential Library, 
West Branch, Iowa. 

Photographer unknown 
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E.S. HAYHURST HOUSE (HS-10) 

ADMINISTRATIVE DATA 

Historical ClassifiCation 

The E.S.Hayhurst house (HS-10), located in West Branch, Iowa, is 
classified as 11-b, or third order of historical significance. It is listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places as part of the Herbert Hoover 
National Historic Site. 

The structure is currently being used as a residence. and is in good 
condition. Plan HS-10: PS (volume 2, appendix F) and photographs 
HS-10:1, 2, and 3 show existing conditions. 

Proposed Use and Justification 

The E. S. Hayhurst house forms the southwest boundary for the historic 
zone. It is within sight of Herbert Hoover's birthplace cottage and his 
father's reconstructed blacksmith shop. Although the house has been 
substantially altered since its construction, Mr. Hoover would have been 
familiar with the original portion. As called for in the 1977 "Addendum to· 
the Master Plan, 11 the exterior of the Hayhurst house will be partially 
restored to its appearance late in the historic period of the 1880s, and 
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several added intrusions will be removed. The interior of the house will 
be adaptively restored to serve as a residence for Park Service 
personnel, as also called for in the addendum. 1 

The 1970 11 Master Plan , 11 as amended in 1977, directs that the historic 
zone be restored to the appearance of a typical eastern Iowa village of 
the period of Herbert Hoover•s life in West Branch. 

The E.S. Hayhurst house was built between 1870 and 1872. and was 
standing in 1874, the year Herbert Hoover was born. The proximity of 
the Hayhurst house to the birthplace cottage and Jesse · Hoover•s 
blacksmith shop impli~s that Mr. Hoover would have been familiar with the 
house and its occupants during his residency in the town. 

The house will add to the immediate scene of a typical eastern Iowa 
. village of the period of Herbert Hoover•s life in West Branch, while 
fulfilling the park•s need to provide an onsite residence for 
management/security personnel. 

ARCHITECTURAL DATA 

Documentation of Historical Research 

Background Information. The earliest documentary evidence available of 
the E.S. Hayhurst house is in Harris & Warner•s Atlas of Cedar County, 
which shows West Branch in 1872. A copy of that plat, included as plan 
HS-10: P8, depicts the house as a rectangular block that is wholly 
included on lot 25. A plat of West Branch made on May 29, 1869, by 
Joseph Steer, as attorney for John M. Wetherell, shows no structure on 
lot 25. 2 On October 10, 1870, lots 25, 26, 27, and a 1 . 44-acre tract, 
were sold to E. S. Hayhurst for $325; 3 therefore, the house was 
apparently builty by Hayhurst between 1870 and 1872. 

By 1878, the Hayhursts had left West Branch, their house and property 
having been repossessed by the Wetherells and used as rental property. 4 
On April 19, 1890, Mary S. Wetherell sold lots 25 and 26, with the 
improvements, to Joseph Cook. 5 

Mrs. Harry Gruwell; who visited the house as a child in the early 1890s, 
when it was occupied by her uncle, Joseph Cook, prepared a sketch plan 
of the house from memory; it is included as plan HS-10: P9. This plan is 

1. USDI, NPS, 11 Addendum to the Master plan, 11 pp. 14, 17. 

2. CC, Deed Book G, p. 142. 

3. USDI,.NPS, Bearss and Husted, 11 Core Area, 11 p. 101. 

4. Ibid. I p. 105. 

5. Ibid. 
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similar to that depicted on the 1872 Atlas of Cedar County and historic 
. plan· HS-10: P1, derived from field examination of the house and indicating 
that only minor changes had been made to the house up to this time. 

Two years after he purchased the house, Cook and his wife borrowed 
$450 from Sarah Haines on July 28, 1892, to 11 effect repairs and help 
finance the purchase. 11 The loan was secured with a mortgage on the 
lots, and a promissory note was due on May 1, 1895, at 7 percent 
interest. 6. This would indic~te that the Cooks made some improvements to 
the house. These are verified by the 1895 Sanborn map (HS-10: P7), 
which shows an ell on . the south and an addition to the southwest; 
therefore, Mrs. Gruwell's recollections must predate 1892. That 
improvements were made by the Cooks is further substantiated by the 
fact that when the house was sold in 1896, to Van Buren Butler, its 
value had about doubled the sale price of six years earlier. 7 This 
increase was despite the fact that the United States was in a depression 
during 1896. 

All of the major changes which altered the house can be verified by the 
Sanborn maps for 1895, 1900, 1906, 1912, and 1927, a composite set of 
which is included as HS-10: P7. 

The 1900 Sanborn map shows the addition of two porches on the east 
indicating there were two entrances, and the 1906 map shows that the 
addition to the southwest had been removed. The work required for this 
removal is that which is documented at about this time. 8 . 

No additi.onal research (beyond that conducted by Bearss) to document 
ownership of the E. S. Hayhurst house has been conducted for the years 
between 1918, when Van Butler moved out, and 1967, when the National 
Park Service acquired the property. A comparison of photographs 
HS-10:1 through 8 shows that several changes had been made to the 
house prior to 1967. In summary, these pre-1967 changes included the 
removal of the two east side and one south side porches, the construction 
of a brick patio and concrete stoop, the addition of a picture window and 
brick planter on. the south elevation, several other window alterations, 
removal of the .historic chimneys and construction of a metal chimney, 
enlarging and changing the west addition several times, several interior 
alterations, periodically painting the house, changes to the fencing, 
walks, outbuildings, and site landscaping. 

6. CC, Mortgage Record, p. 209. 

7. CC, Deed Record U, p. 13. 

8. USDit NPS, Bearss and Husted, 11 Core Area, 11 pp. 111-12. Bearss 
states that sometime between 1903 and 1909, Van Butler had a 16 x 16 
foot ell built on the south elevation of his home. He does not give a 
source for this statement. It cannot be correct since the 16 x 16 foot ell 
is shown on both the 1895 and 1900 Sanborn maps,. prior to the dates 
Bearss cites. Therefore, it can be concluded that if Bearss found 
documentation for work done on the house, it was for removal of the 
southwest addition rather than construction of the ell. 
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Changes subsequent to National Park Service acquisition in 1967 include 
several repaintings of the exterior, remodeling and updating of the first 
and second floors, elimination of the one-half second,..floor windows on the 
east side and west side of the south ell, provision of a new wood-shingle 
roof, and changes to the site landscaping. 

Historic Photographs. The earliest available photograph (HS-10:4) of 
the Hayhurst house is an enlargement of the 1909 panoramic photograph 
(2) of West Branch looking northwest and shows the south elevation of 
the ell and a portion of the east elevation. Evident in this photograph 
are the locations of the two historic chimneys afld the window 
arrangements on these elevations. 

The next photograph available (HS-10:5), ca. 1912 looking west, shows 
the front porches which were built between 1895 and 1900. It is not 
proposed to reconstruct these since they were not of the historic period. 
Also visible in this photograph is the front door in the original portion of 
the house and wood. gutters on the porch roofs (which would have been 
similar to those existing on the house). 

Two other historic photographs, HS-10:6 and HS-10:7, both taken ca. 
1938, looking northwest, verify the configuration of the south ell 
elevation windows and the existence of the one-half window over the east 
porch. 

Historic photograph HS-10:8, ca. 1950 looking northeast, shows that the 
windows in the south ell have not yet been altered. A comparison of this 
photograph with aerial photograph 3 shows that the second-floor west 
windows of the original north wing have been altered. 

Fabric and Site Investigation 

Exterior Walls. Visual examination of the exterior of the house has not 
revealed any alterations other than those previously cited. 

Roofs. The original chimneys, as documented by historic photographs, 
will be reconstructed. 

Examination of the spaced-sheathing roof construction over the two-story 
portions indicates that originally these roofs were wood shingles. The 
garage arid one-story additions were asphalt shingles. 

Exterior Attachments. The southeast patio/porch and the south concrete 
stoop are all relatively new (ca. 1950). 

·Interior Information. The interior of the house has been renovated by 
the National Park Service to provide a usable residence. Since the 
interior will not be restored, no attempt was made to locate the original 
interior partitions. 
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Treatment 

The following work is proposed to provide for the adaptive restoration of 
the E.s: Hayhurt house, as described in the 11 Administrative Data 11 

section. 

Exterior. Partial restoration is proposed as follows: 

Enlarge and deepen the existing basement space, as indicated in the 
Preliminary Design drawing (HS-10:P5), to eliminate storage and 
water seepage problems. This will include plastering the new 
concrete-block basement/foundation walls and all existing concrete·. 
foundation walls where exposed above grade. 

Remove the existing brick patio/porch and flagstone walk from the 
east elevation, the west garage addition, the south brick planter, 
concrete stoop, steps, and walk; reconstruct three wooden stoops in 
their original locations. 

Restore the four exterior elevation to their appearance during the 
historic period,. retaining the existing south wing (1892-1895) and 
rear (west) additions (1892-1895). This will include repairing 
and/or replacing all deteriorated clapboards and trim; providing new 
storm windows and screens for all windows, and storm doors and 
screens for all exterior doors; replacing all nonhistoric windows and 
sash with new ones of historic size and location; and reconstructing 
a false door on the exterior of the east end of the north two-story 
portion of the house, as indicated. 

Remove the existing nonhistoric metal chimney, and reconstruct two 
historic brick chimneys in their original locations. 

Provide new, metal-lined, wooden roof gutters to match those shown 
in historic photographs. 

Provide an attached, exterior, below-grade concrete pit to conceal 
the air-conditioning condenser; plaster the exposed (above-grade) 
portion to match the foundation of. the house; provide a metal safety 
grate and a removable, sloped, wooden winter cover. · 

Paint . the exterior of the house using historic colors (see 
appendix C). 

Interior. The interior will be adaptively restored as follows: 

Remove the existing wood basement stair, and reconstruct a new 
stair as required after installation of the new basement; provide 
laundry facilities in the new basement, as shown. 

Adapt the west portion of the first floor to provide more usable 
bathroom space, with appropriate closets and storage . 

Adapt and repair the interior as required to accommodate the 
exterior alterations. 
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Uti I ities Sytems. 
. follows: 

Modernizing the utility system will be undertaken as 

Extend and update the existing mechanical and electrical systems as 
required to accommodate the changes made, meeting all applicable 
codes. 

Provide sufficient insulation to meet or exceed government energy 
conservation standards, if technically possible (see. appendix A). 

Summary. 

The exterior of the original house was constructed between 1870 and 1872 
by E.S. Hayhurst. It is doubtful that Hayhurst would have made any 
alterations to the house before he left West Branch in 1878, not only 
because it was new, but also because he could not meet his mortgage 
payments and lost the house by 1878. It is also unlikely that any 
changes were made during the time it was being rented from 1878 to 1890. 
Thus, in Hoover•s time the house looked as it did when it was built. 

·The . first documented changes to the house were made by Joseph Cook 
between 1892 and 1895. These changes included the construction of the 
south ell, the west kichen wing, and a southwest addition. The 
southwest addition was removed between 1903 and 1909. Even though the 
ell and the west. kitchen addition postdate the historic period, it is not 
proposed to remove them because they add to the usefulness of the 
house, the cost of demolition would be high, and both are in very good 
condition. These additions were built in a style compatible with the 
original and will not detract from the house; therefore, each will be 
.restored to its original appearance. 

The 1950 garage addition to the west is not in keeping with the purpose 
·of the historic site to create the appearance . of a typical eastern Iowa 
·village in the early 1880s, so it will be removed. 

The architectural work outlined in this section will bring the exterior of 
the Hayhurst house to an appearance similar to that during the historic 
period. The interior changes will provide a modern residence needed by 
the National Park Service to house onsite management and security 
personnel. The proposed partial exterior restoration/adaptive interior 
restoration will provide a useful structure that is appropriate to the 
appearance and purpose of the historic site. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS 

.Plans 

HS-10:P1 

HS-10: P2 

HS-10: P3 

HS-10: P4 

HS-10: P5 

HS-10: P6 

HS-10: P7 

HS-10:P8 

HS-10: P9 

Photographs 

HS-10: 1 

HS-10:2· 

HS-10:3 

HS-10:4 

HS-10: 5 

HS-10:6 

HS-10: 7 

HS-10:8 

Original Conditions ca. 1870-1872 

Ca. 1900 

Ca. 1932-1949 

As of 1978 

Existing Conditions (see volume 2, appendix F) 

Preliminary Design (see volume 2, appendix G) 

Composite of Sanborn maps 

Plat of HistoriC Site 

Mrs. Gruwell 1s ca. 1890 Sketch Plan 

Existing view looking northwest, 1978 

Existing view looking northeast, 1977 

Existing view looking southwest, 1977 

Detail from panoramic photograph 2, ca. 1909 

View looking west, Grand Army of the Republic 

group photograph, ca. 1912 

View looking northwest, ca. 1938 

View looking northwest, ca. 1938 

View looking northeast, ca. 1950 
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HS-10:1, E.S. HAYHURST HOUSE, 1978. Existing view looking northwest. The original 
negative is at the Denver Service Center, National Park Service. · 

W. Wagner, photographer, Des Moines, Iowa 
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HS-10:2, E.S. HAYHURST HOUSE, 1977. Existing view looking northeast. The original 
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negative is at the Denver Service Center, National Park Service. 

F. Krupka, photographer, Denver, Colorado 
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HS-10:3, E.S. HAYHURST HOUSE, 1977. Existing view looking southwest. The original 
negative is at the Denver (Service Center,· National Park Service. 

F. Krupka, photographer, Denver, Colorado 
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HS-10:4, E.S. HAYHURST HOUSE, 1909. This photograph is a detail 
from panoramic photograph 2, looking northwest, which shows the 
Hayhurst house above and to the left of the large barn in the center of 
the photograph. The photograph shows two chimneys and the window 
arrangement of the south elevation of the south two-story addition. A 
copy of the negative is at the Hoover Presidential Library, West Branch, 
Iowa (reference 1909-15). 

T. T. Hathaway, photographer 
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HS-10:5, E.S. HAYHURST HOUSE, 1912. View looking west. This photograph shows the 
original door opening on the north wing. Note the wood gutter detail even though the porches 
are not of the historic period. The original photograph is with Ross Sayles, Rural West 
Branch, Iowa. A copy of the original negative is at the Hoover Presidential Library, West 
Branch, Iowa (reference 1912-28). 

Photographer unknown 
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HS-10:6, E.S. HAYHURST HOUSE, 1938. View looking northwest. This photograph verifies 
the window arrangement of the south elevation of the south addition. The original photograph 
is from M. Stratton•s albums at the Hoover Presidential Library, West Branch, Iowa. A copy 
of the negative is also located at the library (reference 1938-4A). 

Photographer unknown 
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HS-10:7, E.S. HAYHURST HOUSE, ca. 1938. View looking northwest. This photograph 
clearly shows the one-half window above the porch roof of the south two-story wing. The 
original photograph is with E. Witmer, Wilton Junction, Iowa. A copy of the negative is at the 
Hoover Presidential Library, West Branch, Iowa (reference 1938-SA). 

Photographer unknown 
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HS-10:8; E.S. HAYHURST HOUSE, ca. 1950. View looking northeast. The windows shown on 
the south and west elevations of the south two-story wing appear to be original. The windows 
in the west elevation gable of the original wing appear to be altered (see aerial photograph 3). 
A copy of the photograph is at Herbert Hoover National Historic Site, West Branch, Iowa 
(reference N. 9-18). 

T. Davis, photographer 
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ISAAC MILES FARMHOUSE (HS-11) 

ADMINISTRATIVE DATA 

Historical Classification 

The . Isaac Miles farmhouse (HS-11), located in West Branch, iowa, is 
·· classifed as 11-b, or third order of historical significance. · It is listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places as part of the Herbert Hoover 
National Historic Site. 

The structure is currently occupied and in good condition. Plan 
HS-11: P2 (volume 2, appendix F) and photographs HS-11: 1 and 2 show 
ex'isting conditions. 

Proposed Use and Justification 

Readily visible to the public from Interstate 80, the exterior of the Isaac 
Miles farmhouse will be partially restored to its appearance in the 1880s, 
as caUed for in the 1977 11 Addendum to the Master Plan . 11 1 

1. USDI, NPS, 11 Addendum to the Master Plan, 11 p. 14. 

281 



The interior of the farmhouse will be adaptively restored to serve as a 
residence for Park Service maintenance/security personnel. 2 

The i970 11 Master Plan , 11 as amended in 1977, directs that the historic 
zone be restor·ed to the appearance of a typical eastern Iowa village of 
the period of Herbert Hoover's life in West Branch. 

The Isaac Miles farmhouse was constructed in 1877, and it is typical of 
many of the farms found around West Branch during the historic period. 
It is. important historically because Isaac Miles was a relative of Herbert 
Hoover's, and it is likely that Mr. Hoover would. have been familiar with 
the house during his residency in the town. 

The house has had several changes to it, but the only addition which will 
remain is on the northwest corner and is not readily visible to the 
approaching public. The restored house will add to the immediate scene 
of a typical eastern Iowa village of the 1880s, while fulfilling the park's 
need to provide an onsite residence for maintenance/security personnel. 

ARCHITECTURAL DATA 

Documentation of Historical Research 

Background Information. Isaac Miles arrived in West Branch in April 
1874, the year that Herbert Hoover was born. 3 Three years later (1877) 
he married and moved to the farm owned by his wife, where he built the 
house that still stands south of West Branch. 4 

Newspaper accounts of the time note that Miles built a house, barn, and 
other improvements in the spring and summer of 1877.5 As soon as the 
two-story frame house was completed, Miles and his family moved in and 
occupied it during the time that Herbert . Hoover lived in West Branch. 

There is no description of the original farmhouse, but it is known that 
Miles retained a hire.d man who, in addition to his salary, was provided 
with room and board. 6 This was common practice on farms of the late 
19th century, and frequently a hired man's room was built over the 
kitchen and could not be reached from the other second-floor rooms. 

2. Ibid., p. 17. 

3. USDI, NPS, Bearss and Husted, 11 Core Area, 11 p. 126. 

4. Ibid. 

5. Ibid. 

6. U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Tenth 
Census, Schedule 2, 11 Production of Agriculture in Springdale Township, 
Cedar County, Iowa." 
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There were no documented changes to the property from the time Miles 
traded his farm ·in March 1887 until September 1893, when Oliver 
Holloway, the owner at that time, hired a man io dig a well behind the 
house. 7 

The next documented changes to the house occurred in 1946, when the 
John Kofrons took possession of the farm. During the period 1946-1947, 
the Kofrons made several changes to the house. These alterations 
included ren:10Ving the east bay window and reusing the windows in the 

· east wall· of the living room, removing the old chimney in the center of 
the house anq constructing· a new brick chimney adjoining the north 
elevation, and enclosing the front (east) porch. 8 Mrs. Kofron recalls 
that 11 the east and south bays were identical. u9 

The Kofrons retained possession of the farm until 1962, when they sold 
the property to the Greater Iowa Corporation .10 There were no 
documented changes to the house from the 1946-1947 renovation by the 
Kofrons until acquisition by the National Park Service in 1969. 

Post-1969 changes by the National Park Service include remodeling and 
updating the first floor, providing a new wood-shingle roof over the 
two-story portion and a metal roof over the one-story portion, and 
repainting the exterior. 

Historic Photographs. The only available photographs that show the 
farmhouse were taken ca. 1950. Photograph HS-11 :3 shows an open front 
porch, which is presumed to be original, and photograph HS-11: 4 shows 
the south elevation and bay window (which exists intact). 

Fabric and Site Investigation 

Exterior Walls: Some minor archeological work at the east exterior wall 
of the living room uncovered the original stone foundation for the east 
bay (see photograph HS-11:5). The location of the bay window was 
further verified by examination of the east basement wall, where the 
recess for the original bay window was located. 

7. West Branch Times, September 14, 1893. 

8. USDI, · NPS, Bearss and Husted, 11 Core Area, 11 pp. 141-42 .. There 
were several other alterations made by the Kofrons, but these are 
sufficiently covered by Bearss and will not be reiterated here as they do 
not specifically apply to the adaptive restoration effort. 

9~ Personal interviews with Mrs. Kofron by .Edwin Bearss, July 14, 
1969, and August 21, 1970. 

10. USDI, NPS, Bearss and Husted, 11 Core Area," p. 141. 
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Examination of the east living room window sash verified that they are 
identical to the south bay window sash, substantiating Mrs. Kofron's 
recollection that these were taken from the original east bay. 

Roofs. A patch visible in the roof sheathing over the two-story part of 
the house indicate.s where the original chimney went through the roof 
(south of the stair to the second floor). 

Examination of the spaced-sheathing roof construction over the two-story 
· part of the house indicates that originally the roof was covered with wood 

shingles. 

Exterior Attachments. Examination of the front (east) porch roof 
construction reveals that it was original with the house, although the 
remainder of the porch has been substantially altered. 

Interior Information. Examination of the northwest basement walls and 
first-floor framing indicates that this portion was not original. The 
location of the original basement stair is evident in the first-floor framing 
under the southwest stair to the second floor. 

Examination . of the living room verified Mrs. Kofron's recollecton that 
originally this was two rooms. 

Selective . removal of a portion of the wood lath and plaster· in the 
southwest hired man's room showed that it was built with cut nails, 
similar to those used in the remainder of the house, indicating that this 
portion of the house was original. 

The attic framing over the main stair to the second floor shows no 
evidence of alterations, indicating that this stair is original. 

Treatment 

The following work is proposed to provide for the adaptive restoration of · 
the Isaac Miles farmhouse, as described in the "Administrative Data" 
section. 

Exterior. Partial restoration is proposed as follows: 

Provide new perimeter and underfloor drain tile at the time the 
basement floor slab is replaced. 

Reconstruct the original east bay window in its correct location. 

Remove the existing (1950s) enclosed front porch at the southeast, 
but retain the roof, which is original; reconstruct the historic (ca. 
1877) front porch. 

Remove the nonhistoric ( 1946-1947) attached brick chimney from the 
north elevation; reconstruct the historic chimney in its original 
location. 
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Restore the four exterior elevations to their appearance during the 
historic period, retaining the (1946-1947) northwe.st addition. This 
will include repairing and/or replacing all deteriorated clapboards 
and trim; providing new storm windows and screens for all windows, 
and storm doors and screens for all exterior doors; repairing all 
existing historic two-over-two window sash; and removing nonhistoric 
sash and providing new sash to match original. 

Provide an attached, exterior, below-grade concrete pit to conceal 
the air-conditioning condenser; plaster the exposed (above-grade) 
portion to match· the foundation of the house; provide a metal safety 
grate and a removable, sloped, wooden winter cover. 

Paint the exterior of the house, using historic colors (see 
appendix C). 

Interior. The interior will be adaptively restored as follows (see the 
Preliminary Design, HS-11:P3): 

Remove the existing, deteriorated basement floor and provide a new 
concrete slab; construct a new bathroom in the southeast basement 
room, as indicated. 

Rework and update the present first-floor bath, reusing the existing 
fixtures where possible. 

Remove and rebuild. the present stairs to the second floor (from the 
dining room) to provide direct access from the rear entry area. 

Remove the present stair from the kitchen to the second floor and 
adapt the kitchen. 

Adapt the second floor to provide a half-bath between the two 
northside bedrooms; provide a new linen closet off the enlarged 
hallway and a clothes closet on the south wall of the northeast 
bedroom. 

Enlarge the closet on the north side of the master bedroom, and 
provide an access door to the southwest room. 

Utility Systems. Modernizing the utility system is proposed, as follows: 

Extend and update the existing mechanical and electrical systems as 
required to accommodate the changes made, meeting all applicable 
codes. 

Provide sufficient insulation to meet or exceed government energy 
conservation standards, if technically possible (see appendix A). 

Security Systems. 
·as follows: 

The installation of security systems will be performed 

Install residential smoke alarms as required to meet all applicable 
codes. 
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·Summary 

The exterior of the house; buit by Isaac Miles in 1877, probably remained 
unchanged during his ownership from 1877 to 1893. Thus, in Hoover•s 
time the house existed .as it did when originally built. 

The most obvious change to. the house is the northwest addition. This 
addition will be retained and restored to its original appearance since it is 
not readily visible to visitors from 1-80, and it adds to the usefulness of 

· the house. 

The architectural work outlined in this section will bring the exterior of 
the Miles farmhouse to an appearance similar to that of the historic 
period. The interior changes will provide a modern residence needed by 
the National Park Service to house onsite management/security personnel. 
The proposed partial exterior restoration/adaptive interior restoration will 
provide a useful structure appropriate to the appearance and purpose of 
the historic site. 
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·1 LLUSTRATIONS 

Plans 

HS-11: P1 Original Conditions, ca. 1877 

·. HS-11: P2 Existing Conditions (see volume 2, appendix F) 

HS-11 :P3 Preliminary Design (see volume 2, appendix G) 

HS-11: P4 Plat of Historic Site 

Photographs 

HS-11 :1 Existing view looking northwest 

HS-11:2 Existing view looking southeast 

HS-11:3 View looking west, ca. 1950 

HS-11 :4 View looking northeast, ca. 1950 

HS-11 :5 View of th~ original east bay window foundation 
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HS-11:1, ISAAC MILES FARMHOUSE, 1977. Existing view looking northwest. A copy of the 
negative is at the Denver Service Center, National Park Service. 

F. Krupka, photographer 1 Denver 1 Colorado 
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HS-11 :2, ISAAC Ml LES FARMHOUSE, 1977. Existing view looking southeast. A copy of the 
negative is at the Denver Service Center, National Park Service. 

F. Krupka, photographer, Denver, Colorado 
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HS-11 :3, ISAAC MILES FARMHOUSE, ca. 1950. View looking west. This photograph shows 
the east porch before it was closed in. A copy of the photograph is at Herbert Hoover 
National Historic Site, West Branch, Iowa (reference NPS 8-15, plate 48). 

John Kofron, photog rap her, West Branch, I ow a 
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HS-11 :4, ISAAC Ml LES FARMHOUSE, ca. 1950. View looking northeast. This photograph 
shows the south bay window. In an interview with Ed Bearss in 1969, Mrs. Kofron stated that 
she remembered the east and south bay windows as being identical. Mrs. Kofron also stated 
that in 1946-1947 the east bay window was removed and the three windows salvaged and 
reinstalled in the living room as they now exist (see photograph HS-11: 1). The old chimney 
in the center of the house was removed and a new one built outside on the north, and the 
front was enclosed. A copy of the negative is at Herbert Hoover National Historic Site, West 
Branch, Iowa (reference NPS 8-15, plate 47). 

John Kofron, photographer, West Branch, Iowa 
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HS-11 :5, ISAAC MILES FARMHOUSE, 1978. This photograph shows a 
portion of the original stone foundation for the east bay window. The 
original photograph and negative are at Wagner. Marquart. Wetherell. 
Ericsson. Architects, Des Moines, Iowa. 

W. Wagner, photographer 
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DAVID MACKEY HOUSE (HS-18) 

ADMINISTRATIVE DATA 

Historical Classification 

The David Mackey house (HS-18), located in West Branch, ·Iowa, is 
Classified as i i-b, or third order of historicai significance. It is listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places as part of Herbert Hoover National 
Historic Site. 

The structure is currently occupied and in good condition. Plan 
HS-18: P4 (volume 2, appendix F) and photographs HS-18: 1 and 2 show 
~xi sting conditions. 

Proposed Use and Justification 

The David Mackey house is readily visible to the public from within the 
boundaries of the national historic site, and the exterior will be partially 
restored to its late 1880s appearance, as called for in the 1977 "Addendum 
to the Master Plan. u1 The interior wi II be adaptively restored to serve as 

1. USDI, NPS, "Addendum to the Master Plan," p. 14. 
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a residence ror National Park Ser·vice maintenance/security personnel. 2 
The 1970 "Master Plan, II as amended in 1977, di reels that the historic 
zone be restored to the appear·ance of a typical eastern Iowa village 
during the period of Herbert Hoover life in West Branch. 

The David Mackey house, one of the oldest of the core area houses, was 
constructed· between 1869 and 1871. It is important historically because 
its builder was mayor of West Branch in 1879. 3 Therefore, it is evident 
that Mr. Hoover would have been familiar with the house during his 
residency in the town. 

The house will add to the immediate scene of 
village of the period of Herbert Hoover's life 
fulfilling the park's need to provide an 
maintenance/security personnel. 

ARCHITECTURAL DATA 

Documentation of Historical Research 

a typical eastern Iowa 
in West Branch, while 
onsite residence for 

Background Information. The 
David Mackey house is Harris 
shows West Branch in 1872. 
HS-18:P7, depicts the house as 

earliest documentary evidence showing the 
& Warner's Atlas of Cedar County, which 
A copy of that plat, included as plan 

a rectangular block on lot 28. 

In 1869 John M. Wetherell subdivided the 5 acres he had recently 
purchased from Joseph Steer in West Branch. On September 23 of the 
same year, he sold lot 28 to David Mackey. Five days later Mackey 
purchased lot 29.4 On May 22, 1871, Mackey mortgaged the lots, along 

. with the improvements, to John Wetherell for $300.5 Therefore, the 
house was apparently built between 1869 and 1871 by David Mackey. 

Mackey, widowed since 1872, sold ·his house and lots on September 19, 
1876, to John Zalaskey .6 Because Mackey's wife died only one year after 
he had built the house, it is doubtful that Mackey made any improvements 
or additions during his ownership. 

Less than 2 years later, on April 6 1 1878, Zalaskey sold the property to 
Laban Miles and Charles Townsend. 7 Miles and Townsend were 

2. Ibid., p; 16. 

3. USDI, NPS, Bearss and Husted, 11 Core Area," p. 148. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

CC, Deed Record G, pp. 249-50. 

CC, Mortgage Record A, p. 271. 

CC, Deed Record H, pp. 573-74. 

CC, Deed Record K, pp. 65-66. 
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speculators 1 and they may have made some minor improvements to the 
property to increas.e its value 1 although there is no available record. On 
April 27 1 1878 1 they sold the property to D. Marshall Yetter 1 Mackey's 
brother-in-law. 8 · · . · 

Yetter had the house remodeled and his two lots enclosed with a .picket 
fence in 1880.9 No description of that remodeling has been found, 
although it. is possible that it included the addition of the east one-story 
wing. Yetter left West Branch in April 1883, and th.e house was sold 
July 7, 1883, to Mrs. Elizabeth Hussey 1 who was 75 years old. 10 

Mrs .. Gruwell, who lived next door to the Mackey house in the 1890s, 
recalls that the house was a small, two-story frame dwelling, with a door 
in the middle of the front facade and a window on either side. There 
was a front porch with slim pillars, and there were windows in both the 
north and south elevations of the first floor, two in the north elevation 
and one in the south. 11 

Mrs. Mattie Savage, a widow, bought the house and moved in during 
April 1899.12 She lived in the house for 11 years before marrying A.C. 
Hunter in 1909.13 Mr. Hunter was in the concrete-block business, and in 
the last week of March 1914, he added a bay window to the south 
elevation, put in larger windows throughout the structure, and made 
other improvements. During the summer he added a concrete-block porch 
to the cottage .14 · 

As recalled by local resident Glenn Brown in the summer of 1970, Hunter 
used concrete blocks to build a porch railing and columns. The railing 
consisted of a number of rows of blocks, laid with open bond. In the 
1::1cus, Hunier rebuiit the porch, again using concrete blocks. No 
changes have since occurred to the porch.15 

The other improvements made by Hunter probably included enlarging the 
east addition and adding north and south windows to the second floor. 

8. Ibid., pp. 74-75. 

9. West Branch Local Record, April 29 and May 13, 1880. 

10. Ibid., July 12, 1863. 

11. USDI, NPS, Bearss and Husted, "Core Area," p. 163. 

12. Ibid., p. 161. 

13. Ibid . I p . 162. 

14. West Branch Times, March 26, 1914 . 

15. USDI, NPS, Bearss and Husted, "Core Area," p. 164. 
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Most of the changes can be ver·ified on the Sanborn maps for '1895, 1900, 
. 1906, ·19.12, and 1927, a composite set of which is included as plan 

HS-18: P6. It should be noted that the house is shown as a one and 
one-half story house until the 1927 map, when it is shown as a two-story 
house. (The Sanborn maps typiCally indicate one and one-half story 

.. houses for structures with . windows only in the second-floor gables.) 
Also on the 1927 ·map, the east one-story addition is shown as enlarged. 

No additional research (beyond that conducted by Bearss) to document 
ownership of the David Mackey house has been conducted for the years 
between 1914, when Hunter undertook alterations, to 1967, when the 

. National Park Service acquired the property, although a comparison of the 
previously cited documents with existing conditions (ca. 1967) indicates 
that some changes to the house were made prior to 1967. In summary, 
these pre-1967 changes include adding a carport with concrete slab (ca. 
1940s), installing a wrought-iron railing around the frorit (west) porch, 
changing the roof of the east addition from a shed-type roof to a gable, 
periodically painting the house, changing the fencing, walks, 
outbuildings, and site landscaping. 

Changes subsequent to National Park Service acquisition in 1967 include 
remodeling the first and second floors, repainting the exterior, installing 

. a new furnace with central air conditioning, reroofing with a new 
wood-shingle roof, building a picket fence, changing the site landscaping, 
and removing the carport roof. 

Historic. Photographs. No photographs have been located showing the 
Mackey house during the historic period. 

Photograph HS-18:3 (ca. 1938), looking northwest, shows a portion of the 
Mackey house, with the original chimney on the two-story part of the 
house. 

·Aerial photographs 1 and 3, ca. 1932 and 1949, respectively, also show 
the original chimney (see appendix D). Aerial photograph 1 shows a 
shed-type roof for· the east · one-story addition, which was probably 
original (ca. 1880). 

Fabric and Site Investigation 

Exterior Walls. Examination of the partial basement area shows that it is 
original, although the floor level has been altered. The foundation for 
the original part of the house is stone and brick (plastered on the 
exterior), while the east addition is concrete block. Because Hunter was 
in the concrete-block business and because he enlarged the east addition, 
he probably replaced the entire east addition foundation in 1914. 

Selective removal of a few exterior clapboards on the west elevation 
(first-floor level) showed that the original part of the house was built 
with no sheathing and that the clapboards were nailed directly to the 
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studs. The east addition is sheathed in normal fashion, verifying that it 
was built after the original house. Also the framing indicates the location 
of the original west elevation window, south of the front door (see 

·photograph HS-18:4). 

· Visual examination of the south bay window verifies that it was added to 
the house. 

In the east wall at the second-floor level, above the ceiling of the 
one-story addition, there are remnants of two windows of the same size as 
the west gable windows, which appear to be original (see photograph 
HS-18:5). Below these windows are scars indicating where the shed roof 
of the east addition was attached. 

Roofs. A· patch visible in the roof sheathing over the. two-story part 
indicates the. location of the original chimney. 

Examinatior~ of the spaced-:sheathing roof construction indicates that both 
roofs were originally covered with wood shingles. 

The evidence previously cited indicates that when the east addition was 
built it had a shed-type roof. 

Exterior Attachments. Examination of the original foundation wall 
verified that there was never an outside entrance to the basement. 

On the west, exterior wall, behind the present front porch roof, are 
painted clapboards, indicating that originally there was no porch roof. 

Interior Information. The original first- and second-floor partitions were 
located through examination of scars visible in the fabric of the house. 

Treatment. 

The following \.Vork is proposed to provide for the adaptive restoration of 
the David Mackey house, as described in the. 11 Administrative Data 11 

section. 

Exterior. The following partial restoration, as shown in the Preliminary 
Design (HS-18: PS), is proposed: 

Remove the existing brick/stone and concrete-block foundation walls; 
enlarge and deepen the existing basement as indicated to provide 
storage and mechanical space; plaster the new concrete-block 
basement/foundation walls where exposed above grade, and 
waterproof below grade; provide new perimeter drain tile to eliminate. 
seepage problems. 

Remove the existing, nonhistoric, concrete and concrete-block front 
(west) porch; construct a wood stoop in its place; record all 
evidence, found during demolition, of any previous construction. 
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Remove the existing concrete slab on the south side of the house. 

Remove the existing wooden steps at the rear (south) door, and 
construct a wood stoop as indicated. 

Restore the four exterior elevations to their appearance during the 
historic period (ca. 1880), retaining the enlarged rear (east) 
addition. This will include repa1rmg and/or replacing all 
deteriorated clapboards and trim; providing new storm windows and 
screens for all windows, and storm doors and screens for all exterior 
doors; repairing all existing window sash in. their historic location; 
and removing nonhistoric windows and providing· new windows of 
historic size and location. 

Remove the existing, nonhistoric, brick chimney, and reconstruct a 
brick chimney in the original location. 

Remove the existing, nonhistoric, bay window on the south 
elevation, and install a new double-hung window similar to those in 
the remainder of the house. 

Provide an attached, exterior, below-grade concrete pit to conceal 
·.the air-conditioning condenser; plaster the exposed (above-grade) 
portion to match the foundation of the house; provide a metal safety 
grate and a removable, sloped, wooden winter cover. 

Paint the exterior of the house, using historic colors (see 
appendix C). 

Interior. The interior will be adaptively restored as follows: 

Adapt and repair the interior as required to accommodate the 
exterior alterations. 

Remove the existing wood basement stair; reconstruct a new· stair as 
indicated after installation of the new basement; provide laundry 
facilities in the new basement as shown. 

Remove the existing closet in the first-floor (northeast) bedroom, 
and construct two new closets as indicated to provide more bedroom 
space. 

Alter and update the present second-floor bathroom, reusing the 
existing fixtures whenever possible. 

Utility Systems. Modernizing the utility system is proposed as follows: 

Alter and update the existing mechanical and electrical systems as 
required to accommodate the changes made to meet alt applicable 
codes. 

Provide sufficient insulation to meet or exceed government energy 
conservation standards, if technically possible (see appendix A). 
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Summary 

The exterior. of the house, built by David Mackey in 1869-1871, remained 
unchanged until 1880, when Yetter built the east addition. Thus, 
Herbert Hoover would have been familiar with both the original house and 
the east addition.· 

The second major documented changes to the house were made by Hunter 
in 1914. These alterations were extensive and probably included the 
enlargement of the· east addition. This is verified by the 1927 Sanborn 
map, which shows the enlarged addition (Hunter still. owned the property 
in 1927). 

When Hunter enlarged the east addition, he did so in a style compatible 
with the remainder of the house. The extension on this addition will be 
retained because it. adds to the usefulness of the house,. it is in good 
repair, and the demolition costs would be high. The present gable roof 
will be changed to a shed-type roof, as it appeared during the historic 
period, allowing the second-floor (east) windows to be returned to their 
historic size. 

The architectural work outlined in this section will bring the exterior of 
the David Mackey house to an appearance similar to that of the historic 
period and appropriate to the national historic site. The interior changes 
will provide a modern residence needed by the National Park Service to 
house onsite maintenance/security personnel. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS 

Plans 

HS-18: P1 

HS-18: P2 

HS-18:P3 

HS-18:.P4 

HS-18: P5 

HS-1.8: P6 

HS-18: P7 

Photographs 

HS-18:1 

HS-18:2 

HS-18: 3 

HS-18:4 

HS-18:5 

Original Conditions, ca. 1870 with 

1880 additions 

. Ca. 1925 

Ca. 1930 through 1977 

Existing Conditions (see volume 2, appendix F) 

Preliminary Design (see volume 2, appendix G) 

Composite of Sanborn maps 

Plat of Historic Site 

Existing vieW looking southeast 

Existing view looking northwest 

View looking northwest, ca. 1938 

View of west elevation framing 

View of original east exterior wall 
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HS-18:P7 PLAT OF HISTORIC 
SITE FROM HARRIS & WARNER'S 
ATLAS OF CEDAR COUNTY, 1872. 
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HS-18: 1, DAVID MACKEY HOUSE, 1977. Existing view looking southeast. The original 
negative is at the Denver Service Center, National Park Service. 

F. Krupka, photographer, Denver, Colorado 

-- - -- - ,~_ - -·-- - e -·--



I 
le 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

--
1 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

•• I 
I· 



w 
N 
N 

----

HS-18:2, DAVID MACKEY HOUSE, 1977. Existing view looking northwest. The original 
negative is at the Denver Service Center, National Park Service. 

F. Krupka, photographer, Denver, Colorado 
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HS-18:3, DAVID MACKEY HOUSE, ca. 1938. View looking northwest. This photograph shows 
the chimney in its original location on the two-story portion of the house. (Aerial photographs 
1 ~nd 3 also show this chimney. Aerial photograph 1 also shows a shed-type roof for the east 
one-story portion of the house. See appendix D.) The original photograph is from the M. 
Stratton•s albums at the Hoover Presidential Library, West Branch, Iowa. A copy of the 
negative is also at the library (reference 1938-GA). 

Photographer unknown 
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HS-18:4, DAVID MACKEY HOUSE, 1978. View looking east; the west 
elevation of the house shows a portion of the framing for the original 
west window. Note that there is no sheathing on this house. The 
original photograph and negative are at Wagner. Marquart. Wetherell. 
Ericsson. Architects, Des Moines, Iowa. 

W. Wagner, photographer, Des Moines, Iowa 
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HS-18:5, DAVID MACKEY HOUSE, 1978. View looking west at the 
original east exterior wall, above the ceiling of the east one-story 
addition. This photograph shows the sill members and part of the trim of 
the original east second-story windows. The original photograph and 
negative are at Wagner. Marquart. Wetherell. Ericsson. Architects, Des 
Moines, Iowa. 

M. Barnes, photographer 
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WILLIAM WRIGHT HOUSE (HS-19) 

ADMINISTRATIVE DATA 

Historical Classification 

The William Wright house (HS-19), located in West Branch, Iowa, is 
classified as 11-b, or third order of historical significance. It is listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places as part of Herbert Hoover National 
Historic Site. 

The structure is currently occupied and in good condition. Plan 
HS-10: P4 (volume 2, appendix F) and photographs HS-19: 1 and 2 show 
existing conditions. 

Proposed Use and Justification 

The William Wright house is readily visible to the public from within. the 
boundaries of the national historic site, and the exterior will be partially 
restored to its appearance late in the historic period, the 1880s, as called 
for in the 1977 11 Addendum to the Master Plan. 11 1 The interior will be 

1. USDI, NPS, "Addendum to the Master Plan," p. 14. 
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adaptively restored to serve as a residence for National Park Service 
·. maintenance/security personnel. 2 · 

The . 1970 11 Master Plan 1 11 as amended in '1977 1 directs that the historic 
zone of the national historic si le be r·eslor·ed to the appearance or a 
typical eastern Iowa village dur·ing the per·iod or Herbert Hoover·'s life in 

. West Branch. 

The William Wr.ight house was built in. 1873 by William and Mary Wright, 
one year before Herbert Hoover's birth. Wright was one of the. 11 town 
characters, 11 and it is evident that Mr. Hoover would have been familiar 
with .the house during his residency in the town. 

The partially restored house will add to the immediate scene of a typical 
eastern Iowa village of the period of Herbert Hoover's life in West 
Branch, while fulfilling the National Park Service's need to provide an 
onsite residence for maintenance/security personnel. 

ARCHITECTURAL DATA 

Documentation of Historical Research 

Background Information. The earliest documentary evidence of the 
William Wright house is a record of purchase of lots 23 and 24 (in Steer's 
plat· of West Branch) by Mary J. Wright (wife of William Wright) dated 
April 30, 1873.3 Harris & Warner's Atlas of Cedar County, which shows 
West Branch in 1872, depicts· no structure on lots 23 and 24. · A copy of 
that plat, included as plan HS-19: P7, shows the Wright house 
superimposed in its present location. Construction of the Wright house 
was probably commenced in 1873, and was completed within a year. (The 
.other houses built in the historic zone during this period were 
constructed in 6 to 12 months.) 

William and Mary Wright mortgaged their house and lot in 1881. 4 In the 
early 1880s, the Wrights left West Branch and rented their house to Mrs. 
Elizabeth A. Gruwell and her five children. 5 The Wrights returned to 
West· Branch in late May 1885 and reoccupied their house. 6 

It is doubtful that the Wrights would have altered their house before they 
left West s·ranch, since it was still relatively new. It is also unlikely 
that· they would have altered it during the year it was rented from 1884 

2. Ibid., p. 17. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

CC, Deed Record G, p. 142. 

CC, Mortgage· Record D, p. 30. 

West Branch Local Record, October 23, 1884. 

Ibid., April 16, 1885. 
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to 1885. Therefore, the house during Hoover's time had not yet been 
altered. 

In June 1891, Wright. painted his house and made other improveme~ts. 7 
In 1894, he spent $500 on major improvements to his house and barn.8 A 
description of these improvements is not given in the newspaper accounts, 
but they may have. included enclosing the rear porch. 

In February 1901 the house was damaged by fire. 9 The second story and 
roof were badly burned. Reroofing and replastering the second floor 
were completed by mid-March 1901.10 

William Wright died in May 1901, and his widow continued to live in the 
house until 1920, when she sold the house and lots to Adelbert Pennock.11 

All of the changes that altered the house during this period (1894-1920) 
can be verified by the Sanborn maps for 1895, 1900, 1906, 1912, and 
1927, a composite set of which is included as plan HS-19: P6. It should 
be noted that the 1895 Sanborn map shows the rear porch enclosed and 
the front porch open. The 1906 map shows that the bay window roof was 
tin after the fire of 1901. 

Adelbert Pennock retained possession of the house until National Park. 
Service acquisition in 1967. Pennock enclosed the front and back 
porches. Since the rear porch is shown enclosed in the 1895 Sanborn 
map, it is likely that Pennock enlarged the rear porch, as documented by 
the 1927 Sanborn map. From the early 1920s to the 1950s, the only work 
done on the house was maintenance. In the early 1950s, Pennock built 
the small room on the rear elevation of the house.12 

Post-1967 changes by the National Park Service include updating the 
mechanical systems, remodeling the first floor, repainting the exterior, 
and installing a hew wood-shingle roof. 

Historic Photographs. The only available photograph showing the William 
Wright house (ca .. 1928, included as photograph HS-19:3) shows the 
original rear porch roof, although alterations had already been made to 
the lower porch. Also evident is the size of the front porch before it 
was enlarged. Porch columns are also visible. 

7. West Branch Times, June 25, 1891. 

8. Ibid. I January 3, 1895. 

9. Ibid., February 28, 1901. 

10. Ibid. I March 7, 1901. 

11. USDI, NPS, Bearss and Husted, "Core Area, 11 p. 178-79. 

12. USDI, NPS, Bearss and Husted, "Core Area, 11
, pp. 179-80. 
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Fabric and Site Investigation 

Exterior Walls. Selective removal of a few clapboards on the east 
elevation of the south wing revealed that originally the exterior wall 
finiSh around the front porch was of horizontal tongue-and-groove 
boards. Also evident at this point is the framing for a door at the 
location of the existing east dining room window. The opening is the 
same size as the present front door, which is also original. 

Examination of the east bay window foundation shows evidence o.f several 
repairs and/or alterations, although it is original. 

The rear (west) porch foundation has been enlarged to the south. 

Roofs. Examination of the spaced-sheathing roof construction indicates 
that the roof was originally covered with wood shingles. 

Exterior Attachments. Examination of the wall fabric above the present 
east and west porch roofs revealed scars, indicating the location, slope, 
and configuration of the original porch roofs (both had the same slope; 
see photograph HS-19: 4). 

Under the front (east) porch there is a portion of a large foundation 
stone, indicating the original location of a porch post above. 

Interior Information. The first- and second-floor rooms all reflect their 
historic configuration, although some of the openings have been altered. 

The original stair to the second floor emerged in the kitchen, instead of 
in the living room as it now does. 

Treatment 

The following work is proposed· for the adaptive restoration of the William 
Wright house, as described in the 11 Administrative Data 11 section. 

Exterior. The following partial restoration, as shown in the Preliminary 
Design (HS-19:P5), is proposed: 

Repair the present east bay window brick foundation, and plaster to 
match the foundation plaster on the remainder of the house. 

Remove the existing, nonhistoric, exterior basement stair on the 
south elevation, and reconstruct a. new concrete stair with wood 
doors. 

Remove the nonhistoric concrete steps and walks at the front (east) 
and rear (west) of the house; replace with wood steps appropriate to 
the period. 

Restore the four exterior elevations to their appearances during the 
historic period, retaining the ca. 1920 front and rear porches and 
the 1950s northwest addition. This will include repairing and/or 

' 
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replacing all deteriorated clapboards and trim; providing new storm 
windows and screens for all windows, and storm doors and screens 
for all exterior doors; and repairing all existing window sash. Also 
the nonhistoric clapboards will be removed from ·the original 
horizontal tongue-and-groove boards on the east elevation of the 
south wing, and a new false door with a glass light will be provided 
to match the present front door. 

Adapt and repair the existing brick chimney. 

Reroof the northwest, one-story addition with wood shingles. 

Provide an attached, exterior, below-grade concrete pit to conceal 
the air-conditioning condenser; plaster the exposed (above-grade) 
portion to match the foundation of the house; provide a metal safety 
grate and a removable, sloped, wooden winter cover. 

Paint the exterior of the house, using historic colors (see 
appendix C). 

Interior. The interior will be adaptively restored as follows: 

Reframe the opening for the existing interior basement stair. 

Adapt the present first-floor half-bath as indicated in the 
Preliminary Design drawing to provide a more functional bathroom. 

Provide a new clothes closet over the stair for the second-floor 
(east) bedroom. 

Adapt and update the present second-floor bath as indicated to 
provide a more functional bathroom. 

Utility System. Modernizing the utility system is proposed as follows: 

Provide sufficient insulation to meet or exceed government energy 
conservation standards, if technically possible (see appendix A). 

Summary 

The exterior of the house, built by William Wright ca. 1873, remained 
unchanged until 1891. The first changes to the house were made by 
Wright in 1891 and 1894, and they included enclosure of the rear (west) 
porch. 

The second major documented changes to the house were made by Pennock 
in the 1920s. As previously cited, Pennock remembered enclosing the 
front and rear porches. Since the rear porch was shown enclosed in 
1895, it is likely that Pennock merely enlarged this porch. The 1927 
Sanborn map shows the front porch still open. Therefore, Pennock 
probably enlarged this one also, although he may have added screens. 
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It is inconsistent with National Park Service policies to reconstr·ucl the 
original (east and west) porches. Thererat·e, they will be r·etained in 
their present form and restored to reflect their original appearance. 

The 1950s northwest addition will be retained because it will add to the 
usefulness of the house, and it is not readily visible from the historic 
zone. 

The architectural work outlined in this section will bring the exterior of 
the Wright house to an· appearance similar to that of the historic period 
and appropriate to the purpose of the national historic site. The interior 
changes will provide a modern residence needed by the National Park 
Service to house onsite maintenance/security personnel. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS 

Plans 

HS-19: P1 

HS-19: P2 

HS-19: P3 

HS-19: P4 

HS-19: PS 

HS-19: P6 

HS-19: P7 

Photographs 

HS-19:1 

HS-19:2 

HS-19:3 

HS-19:4 

Original Conditions, ca. 1873 

Ca. 1895-1912 

Ca. 1920-1978 

Existing Conditions (see volume 2, appendix F) 

Preliminary Design (see volume 2, appendix G) 

Composite of Sanborn maps 

Plat of Historic Site 

Existing view looking southwest 

Existing view looking northeast 

View looking northwest, ca. 1928 

View· above east porch ceiling 
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: HS-19:P7 PLAT OF HISTORIC SITE 
. FROM HARRIS & WARNER'S ATLAS 

OF CEDAR COUNTY I 1872 I WITH 
; WILLIAM WRIGHT HOUSE Sl]PER-
! IMPOSED IN CORRECT LOCATION. 
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HS-19:1, WM. WRIGHT HOUSE, 1977. Existing view looking southwest. ·The original negative 
is at the Denver Service Center, National Park Service. 

F. Krupka, photographer, Denver, Colorado 
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HS-19:2, WM. WRIGHT HOUSE, '1977. Existing view looking northeast. The original negative 
is at the Denver Service Center, National Park Service. 

F. Krupka, photographer, Denver, Colorado 
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HS-19:3, WM. WRIGHT HOUSE, 1928. View looking northwest. This is the earliest photograph 
that has been located showing the original house. Note the front porch columns and the size 
of the porch. The original rear porch roof is visible, although alterations have been done to 
the porch. The original photograph and a copy of the negative are at the Hoover Presidential 
Library, West Branch, Iowa (ref~rence 1928-93H). 

Photographer unknown 
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HS-19:4, WM. WRIGHT HOUSE, 1978. View looking north above the east 
porch ceiling and showing the outline of where the original porch roof 
was attached. On the left two toenails are visible where one of the 
original rafters was attached. The original photograph and negative are 
at Wagner. Marquart. Wetherell. Ericsson. Architects, Des Moines, Iowa. 

M. Barnes, photographer 
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As the nation•s principal conservation agency, the Department of the 
Interior has basic responsibilities to protect and conserve our land and 
w(!ter, energy and minerals, fish and wildlife, parks· and recreation 
areas, and to ensure the wise use of all these resources. The 
department also has major responsibility for American Indian reservation 
communities and for people who live in island territories under U.S. 
administration. 
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