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Since much of thie article, rerticularly 

in its first }:art, 1s canposed of 'Verbatim quotations 

tran -A Handbook 9!. !!l! JOl<hua Tree l;atior.al Mom."'!lent" 

by 'i:. rgoort Schenck and Fr&nk, f;. Givena, and since 

othE!r fact's tran the Handbook have been extensiv .. ly used, 

appreciation is heTi!bJ IlckllOTo,:!:edged for their ccntr1bution. 
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• HISrCI' Y OF JeSEt!A 'IT 1:1" ::,t,TI01:n EG!in.';:'t.'l' ,,-------
GrOG? #PHIr H g;:'TTDlO 

Joshua Tree National ~onument is locat~d in south e~ntral 

California just north of 3~'and i& west of the 115th meridian. The 

arE'a tonns en eeetone or transition zone between CaUfornia'. two 

&reat desertll, th~ Colorado and the Mohaw. 

In "A Handbook of th .. JOllhua Tree }:at1cnal ;!o!lW!!!!nt·, r.-. Egbert 

Schenck and Frank F,. Oivens describe the torography ('t the ,"c=ent as 

follows. 

"The Lrrrr.;:: SAN B~ NlJ't r.m ;: M¥.:E starts in the nort.hwest 

eorn .. r of the MODU!!lfint ,and a srlll" extends BOutheast for 30 

miles. The COT'TOllt.(XD F.f.lmE is in the BOUth'lOest eornar ot 

the MCllUII!ent. The? AOIE PANG!: strettht;s ding tF.e southern 

boundBT7 east tro:a the Cottonl;ood l'enge alllost to the CoxcClllb 

F.ange. Another spur ot the Little San Eernardinos extends 

ee.st from thCt northwest corner. The D!SEF.T ~tITN J.!Ou)''TAn-S 

are a part ct this spur southeast ot Twentynina Palms. The 

PI~'j'Q MOlWfAnl fAtlOF. rarallels the east hal! of tho north 

"boundary. The ('.OXCOME W~UNT:'DI : AlieF. mostly 1nsldp. the 

t:oClmlant, makes the east boundary. The !mIn: !l.01Jl\'TAINS are 

1n the center ot the Mcomllllsnt.D JI 
After rnak1nPc: an extensive geclor.ir.'sl survey oJ: thl' area in 

1954, John l'og'1rl!l of !'ieie Institute had this to sq. 
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"The rocks of Jcshua Tree }:,,-UonaJ t!cn'.:TJent provide an ideal 

orr.ortunity for the professional geologist to st~cy rTCC~Bse. 

which h.". oecurrei' at dppths ~rhars as great as 20 mile. 

b0101: the surfece of t.lJe earth. Theee rocks afford a rue chance 

for man to learn sanething of tho) int.ericr cf thi. planet.- ZI 

The mountain ranges within the ·!Jo=f.'nt ere of old rock hut are 

rE'~ently fomed. It is rrobsble that at lenst pa..-t cf the Ilr(\!3 "as once 

covered with tresh-water leke deposits of tho ~iocene pra. However, .. 

molten masses of rook r.ushed·1l}: fran below HA!y otten lL4'ted the original 

IIUl"fac.-e fer al-.ovs robere it hed been, t'TPaking an<! crecking lt in the 

proceS3. For this reeson, the orlglnhl surface wee more vulnerable to 

eroslon ao that in r1eCp.s it bas cllsaw-ared entirP.l..v. li1indreds of Ught 

to pinkish-grey rcck fonr.etione are scattered over a large portion ot 

the l!('nment, stemr·1ng it with a b!'auty of it. 01lll. 

Trens(,"onUn~ntal highwaye U.S. 60, 70, and 99 skirt the 1I0mBent 

on the llOUth, lI!aklng the area accessible to ell of Zoutllern CaUfornia 

and +.h!' country at lari!'8. 

The Southern FacUic J'ailroad paslles through Indio, Fe.1m Springs, 

and I-e.nnlng to the soutb of the Monument. '!'hese ciUes are all within 

t-;;o hours drive from the HeM<!Uart!!rS Eul1di1:!g, at Twpntynine ralms. 

No airline or T;aterway facilities are evenel·le nE'er the area, 

althcugh a t:-ansccr.tinentlo.l air route passes ever the southern rortion 

of th ... '.:om1."'ent. 

The most 1rnrortant po}:,ulation cflntAor Mer t.'le :':onurt:flnt is 

tell t. ngp Ie s a1,\(' ('nvirons. ~.180 or iqcrt&ncp ere such large cOI!'.nunl ties 

l 
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as Sen I;lovo, Ontario, Pomona, FiverciCc, and San E"rnardino. Cmmunit1ea 

adjacent to tho area are relatively small. the most 1J!:~rtant being 

Twentynine Felms, Indio, ralm Springs, and Eanning. 

The tulk ot the population 18 Anglo-American with U.e u.ual 

mixture ot races in met.ropolitan· d1!ltricta. C~?e.ret1v"ly 11ll'!1.e 

='\;"1'0 d' Sranisb-!.m!>1'ice.n1l 1'''610" in tbe ar<'1l 1r.:",",ciat.ely sout.h ot 

'!'hE' reFUlation in the Los t.nl;plea erea enragell 1n t.'Je usual 

carr_relal ~s of "ork. The people to t·be weet end south are J:!'ineipally 

&fTF.p,ian. To the soutb anr1 east ill the gTl!at 8F.Tieultural region ot the 

Irlpc'rial Valley. 

rcruWit,. of th., Joshua Tree National ~lCmlr.!ent "as set dcwn by ita 

first Surerint .. ndent, JIlIIIES E. Cole, in one of hiB !"arly reportsl 

"'The p,=ople of Southern California are DOted as travelera 

and due to fnorable climatic conditions, outdoor activitiea 

probably re.nk firat in recreatiOnal pursuits. Zxtend ... d 1Jeek-

end elctor trips are the rule rot.!].,r than the exception. In 

the Los Angeles area auto nner'ahip per capita ranks with the 

lpeding cities or the world and ia undoubted~~ the highest in 

tho! \"eetprn United Statea." JI 

,:lth the incertion er thO' :Jerino Cerrs Tra1ning C~nter at 

. T-;:'·ntynine Falm" in 1~3, the UB" of' the l:cnllr.1ont rer C'tltdoer activities 

has inc~~esed gTPatly. 

I 
t 
I 
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(Fran 1. Handbook s!. !h! Joshua Tree !:e.tioAAl I.!onun:ent 

"!fan's st.ory in the v.cllUP.:ent begins !lith a myst~ry tale ot 

'fu away and lone igo'. It is becef cn odds Ilne rnds which 

pre-histcric men lert bP.hlnd. These ere faint clues which 

1n6J' b.- varIously interpretec, 8.1".6 the VErsion TiMch 11111 l'!ot 

diaarroint the 1r.:a.g1ne.tion of t.he In,.'':'Il!e.n I!ls;)' not sustain the 

a~rOva1 ot the 8.I"~heo1oEi~t. 

"In thE' seut.heast correr cf rinto h.sl~, in 1935, tir. and 

~:rs. nllieJr. F. CG:l!r~ell ncUoc t.hTf'e irnrortent fects; (1) s~e.t.ter('d 

about were flint ~ints, ~1..ts of retury, ~I of metatel, 

etc., (2) thp torogr~rhlcal fratures sug~stec thst a lake had 

onep filled this rart of thp basin, (3) in th" clay teps there 

were fOllsillSf'd t-ones c·f ""tinct. an1.."ala such 81 prl:l'1the 

e~e1s end horses. It these artifacts ~rp. f.lr-.ctly r~lated to 

the sorellne of this lake, then the l~~p. ant the men Tiho 

1ert t.he artifset.s cust have been cont.emroraMous. lko1cgical 

orin1on ns t.hat t,h" Thke TIllS of the T'leilltoce!ll!l era. Thus 

Pint.o if.e.n Ticuld have lived t.here prob,t.l~· 15,000 to 20,000 

:1f'ars ago. Further, it th~ a:-tifeets ~ould bE' rcs1tlve1y 

&SDocist.eC! with t.h" fosollized \-ones, Hnto llan might ;lell 

be ev!'n elder than 20,CDO rears. 

"Tor sE'vere1 sp.p.GOnll, thr· Cunrl:",11s ";cTk,,,~ on thl's(' theories 

:>" . 
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wit.h t.h" aid of tee-hnled e:r.p"rte. '!'hey t'herk"rl th~ posslbilities 

br eollp.t'ting in oth!!r rlaeE's finC exe.m:r.1ng the shore-11MII of 

other Flehtccene lakes it: Southern California. In the end, 

neither correlation could be absolutely establlehed, although 

reither r.oulci te definitely ruled out. ,"ut·seCl~ntl,...,. sr",dnl-

iste ot the Southwest ':'us"um of toll l.ngelea devf'lored f.he 

Caorbell theories. ~cte.bly, thpy I!IlIrl1fied th" rosl!l1b1Utiea 

of the Time tYPfl ot projectile point to which the C81!!rbelle 

had called att~nt.1on. Thb is a c:!iatlnet,lv.,ly shared, erude, 

flint pelnt found on the Nnto site. It has a basic reaemb1vlee 

to thp. f~cua Folsom roint fcund in Colerar.r amd elsp.here 1n 

the western high rlains in clr~ct 8Ssoeietlon with the hODeIl 

ot an extinct t~ of biaon. Thill Tesl'mHanell Mel the crudity, 

th" Cimpbellll Sllggested, must ine!cate great 1IJIt.ic,u1ty. 

"'ihis theory anrl iinto foints and 7int., culture have found 

at'eeptenee among some arrheologillts. Such a culture ill 

deemed to have been 80 pri."it1ve that pottery WIlB unkl10YiII as 

.. pre t·OTS end arrows. The !'into rolnt is auppesed te have 

Upr.ed a dart hurled by means of Illl atlatl or throwing 

etlt'k. And thE'S" derts were hllr1e .. by very prkitlvs men 

living on thE! shor .. s ot II fresh-lI~.ter lake in a country 

&r.lply at!" to susta 1n l1f' .. ...,ith lIeer. and ffl<.'llE!. 

"'ih .. th~ Et which SO!r.e sllt'h r~or-le ~E!:' hllve l1v .. C!. in 

Pinto 1l1lS'-n may be subj"ct to adjustment, as may lil the 

!' ; .. :;" 

,. 
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"),:!lct nature c·f thr-h culture, for other e.rd:('c,lcgists, 

1ncludin? thcse of the AnthroTolor.y !erartr-ent cf the 

tlnivernity of California at. Ferkeley, find objN~tien8 to the 

accertence of t.h" at,ove version. (a) There ue not encueb 

artifacts to account tor th~ very lcn~-t1t.e r~3ldenee on 

the e1te which the Usery del!lands. Father a short-t1me CMl' 

18 8Uggllsv,d by t.he scant amount ef I!!&terial. (b) TYJl8 and 

T1Ille cannot t,c taken as s;;nc~cusJ t.hat is, e.n artifact is 

not old t .. ceuse it is c:-u<le or hilS II. certnin t.YJlE' of crudU,.. 

Selection clln divide T'into e.rtiracts into t.~e -crude' an~ the 

'tiM'; but sucb selection tillS net :cade l';l-- pre-history but. 

I!:ust 10e made by modem 8tud~nts. Cr'UCi tr can r"sult from 

lIIaDy causes -- 1ne7.p!rience, bants, baste, or intrsctabls 

matE'rial, fer el<1llllr1e. l.!oreovt'!' at the r'into site good 

roints are found on the SMle surface as th" crude on<>s. (e) 

A 'prp-pottt'!7' culture is usually taken to mean a l'aleol1t.hie 

culture. A 'non-r-otte!7' culturl! is b; no Vl"ans 1he sSl!!e 

thing. A leek or l'ottl;'ry D!!ed net ind1('at .. c.ntiGuHy. For 

ey.smr1e, th" Apaches, dth no pottery, ·apr-caree IT,en;v Cf!ntur1es 

e..ft.Pr plorles of th<> 50uth,...est. ",ho ';"JeTe sk1l11'ul pott.-rs. 

I!' it toe cla1llled that l.h" Tint.o site "'8S v:1thout r~t.tery, the 

cenclusicn that it. us rnleclithic nf'f!!! net. feUo\,\,. "iute 

culture was also dthcut rct~lj". 

• (d) A raflo-ce.rbcn tR.st devisr·d ly /.t1.CI!\ic rrs~arch 

1:orkers has g!'Batl:r T!'!<'llC"c' rrs-histcric eres 1'Oasoned cut 

l. 
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by ot.her cethods. !hh Cart'on 1.4 test Clinnot be applied tc t.he 

lit.hic materials of the ,'into site, tut th ... guneral pre_ 

historic age reductions t.!ake the early (lsti::lates or l'into &Ian'. 

age unreaBons1:·le. 'Ihis in tm"n makes t.h~ ll.slIce111.t..d Finto Lake 

too young t.o l;e a rleiatoc:ene lake and takes a1;~ the t'limate 

and eonc'ltlons favorable to Ma.."l's reeicence en th!' :;~.to. 

ftAr .. t~-e .... other sites in thO! !k~,::::e!lt of the ~into /len 

tne? Kene haw been r~, but T<'8cerch has been too lill',ited 

to ~ake this answer conclusive. It 1s fessible for ex~ple, 

that. the site at Copper ~ountein, just cutsid~ the northern 

boundary, is the J'into l:rpe.· l( 

" . .; 

~~. ; .. 
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A!TF mr.iH lilE!!U ,!;[ IE JJ:2 

(hall ! ROIY.!DOg!c sl .th!l ~ lD! National !.!o!!U!l!!nt) 

Che:neheuvi. 

-The ago ot rinto Uen and the t!etalls of hl8 culture are 

the r::eans b:,' ",Uch are~ial1st.s 1<ould relnte him to ot.hE'r 

men ot Clther places. HOYiever, too little 18 kn01l1l ot the 

adjoining arees in hie JrE-sUllIed fire to r.ermit hI,lrf'lll stE.tement8 

here. Our first lltory postullites that Pinto !len did not know 

potte·ry. :: ince r.ot-aherd 8 ~. tcund at the 111 te, 1'i'8 must p'esume 

that the postulate is in error, 9r that Yihlle on the site Pinto 

l.!en acquir"r. the 1-".L0101"dge of pottery, C1' that he was rBJ'laced 

by anotJrer Eul;r1'Bople who kne,w rottery. The last BIIS1II:):tion 

is the least controversial. If the totclitr of ;int~ eite 

ar~heol:lgy be ass1gr.ed to this F.erly reoplc, rr.tber thlin only 

part of it being aesigned to r1nto Men, it then apJ:'C!are r.robabl. 

that these :'arl1 People were relll.tetl to the Che:r.het."Vi Ind1.anB, 

or vere the ancestr~l Chemehet.-vle. The name Cbo:::ehet.-vl. is used 

bec8Ul1e th1a group of Indians v,ere l~ving along the Colorneo 

F.iw.r only some r1ft,. milell aut ot Pinto hllin when Lieutenant 

A.t. nipple "IiU there in le53. f..nd from the sam\'! region 

Lieutenant J.C. Ivas, in Ifl57, rercrted tb~ as e. Tle.nderlng 

race ... hich trliv~IH' fTfo"t (1idte.nc"s. Sir:ce they r.ere l:,lock~d 

t.o f.h~ sc"th, east ane north 1:: th(' Yurnes, Yavflrais end ~~ohev"B 

re~ppct1vtly, it seems highly rrobeble, sside from nrch~o10.ical 
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twldrnce, t.hat the: rEiJlliec in Fir.to I'a&1n. HO?i long prier to 

1000 Uey l:Ia7 tne been coing this cr.nnot te stEtI'd. 

~ 

"Looking to the r:estern rart of thn MonU!!lpnt in this 8CIIle 

dim light before h1etcT7's da1m, a dif1'ert>nt fToup of Indiana, 

which may bf.' called the ancpstral S"rrano. is cli8cerl'lll~. 

A&a1n. it cannot be sdd hem long they",,", in tI;" refion. Then 

r .H. (Bill) McHaney arrived at Tlrentynine Fa:tz,:s Casu in 

]p?q, Serrano I!K!ians we~ living tbere. Dr. f.1Uie:n Duncan 

Strong has determined from InGian sources that these were or the 

r:lldcat and (eT/ote clans, but that their at-original social 

orrEnizat1cn he.e been ~ll broken do"n. The ,,-ncestral haJ!ll 

or the zerrarlO was in the ~-sn fp.rnudino ~aunta1ns, and their 

cultural affiliations were ~ith the ~est rether ~~an with the 

Cherneheuvis. Thus, the 1!estern ,ut or th" ,"o~nt nas 

probably the hunting ground 11' not the home, ot a gT<UP 

difterent 1'rcm thOlifl in Pinto I:asin. These welltern people 

l"rt pieto/!!!,ar.hs, bed-rock mortars, rot-sherds, trails, 

ear-sites, and at.her evidence or their presence. At Coyote 

Eoles a recent living site ill strengly sug""ste". 

tiutes 

"The Piu.te stOl7 in the 'lcnurr.ent r.ould belonf to llistory 

were it not for the lack or redonel r'·C'oros. In Woes 

!jcEnney sal'! Fiutell arrive to o:ix dtt t.he !:errnno e.heady at 

thl!' Casill. :Eut it lIeems highly pro'[,cbl" that this "'as not 

tbe firGt visit of the fiutes. IJ.euwnaf!t Crd Terc·rted them 
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in Cajon :flSS forty years bElfore. They were noteC! liS bor .. 

thieves at'out tlIe aac. time e.nd would have haC! to haft 

'IIstcrholes .. here the stolen herses coulC! te bidden. Ani! 

the ell'istence of a trdl probal.ly evan earlier frail the 

1'rovidence 1,;ounte!ns to t,he Oasis stror",ly sUg'f,"ests a Piute 

travel route. At any rate, t.bese Indiana, cUaplaced t'1 

T/hit~ pressure in the north, 'tIere no lCIl,;"I!r true aboriginea 

baving taken on 1!1a!\Y white <n1Stc.'!IB anC equ1p:!t'nt. Yst they 

retaillltl! enougb ot the aboriginal to coni'usP tbt' Indian 

evidsnce lE'ft iii the !lonument. ror ell'eI:!ple, S~ of the 

rictogra!,hs ere almost certainly Piuts, as "'BY be the 'llooc!en 

bell', etc. It is thess fiutes that ...:ere the Indians beat knonn 

to the early whites eCllling to the Monument. 

"'There ";lIIre labout torty Indiana at the Oasis in :.leHe.ney's 

time; an(! 50-60 grafts in the eemeteT)' nearby. His story ot 

them told in 1933 18 this. They were triendl..v and uninspiring. 

They lived on J!;ountain sherp, rabbits, mesquite bE'8ns e.nd seec. 

They sold sbeep to t.ravelers, and in bunting thelu had ci&coverec! . 

many of th ... eld lIIines. Among t!,oap. ·whor. Eill knew wp.re the 

following. Old T'iute Jim Fon~face, "he is l'uried locally; 

Captain Jim Pine, who J::ade the first local rcllection ot 

'Ir.ciIen rellcs'. Jim tatennan, "hc, e)Casp€rElt,,<, l:~ hIs father's 

death, lilled the attendin .. shanan (~edIcir~ men), and the shemen's 

"ife, hors£' and cog and iurrer" his hcusq Cer.tF.1n T'acooC'c, 

th .. br>st likee of the lc~ol InClien!l, ~,hcs .. son Joe I!IsrTi~d 

I -
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T1ute Jim's eldest caugh~~r, Ann1P., and was th~ last 

Indian to leave th .. Oaais, Old 8heJ"'!'gen, whl'> ToBe <moT 

100 18BrS eM, and f1nelly, e11ly FClJ', who Ahot Indian 

Mike Ion1raee fJim'. hother) to deeth wh~n Mike "fused 

to give his sixteen ypcr clC dau!,ht.er ('!let beautiful 

but big ane' fat,' said McHaM:Y) to h1r.l in lI!arristl", 

and who sub9~quently was an histcric f1gura ~eause he 

1:88 hunted clown over U.e d~sert by a wbiu Tene.- }/ 
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"The perly st.cry ef t.h" Joshua 'Trell Hational /,!cl':l.lIIlent 

r""lon that can be foundec! on 1I1'1tt .. n "orC!s 11 t,rtet', and the 

events ere of litHe epparent ~pcrte.nee. No ret'ord or a 

traverse d it b7 the pathfinders hae been found. Father 

Garcell (l77E), :;~ont(lS44), and Jededi6h Smith (lP.26) 

tell or trlllls leO m11es to th!!' north along the ~eheve Rlver. 

DE:Ar~a (177011), Fmc17 (lg46), Cooke (lll47), tbi1'Ple (1I'.J.9) 

were fer to the south in I"'reri/il Valley. Eleks (1e'53) 

':lllW::5cn (l?53) teeat4e1! ~U of Vcaehella iallsy. 

l,ot until 1855 do w .. have a YJ!itten word conoerning our 

TeFion. ThE'n it is a lI:oet eXBIIJ'"lrat1ne one. The rnaf' reeCTding 

Col. Hear; t"eshin!;tol)'l1 Land C1'ne. 11l:rve:;· of that year sho"l1 

II road leading east from the Twen~ne Palma Oallll1. It 1a 

!abe-led I 'Old read to the hovidenee Mountains'. V,be iliad. 

thll1 road? ~as it a heres trail? Cr a route where whaeled-

vehicles had't-een? One can o~ lIf'"lC'Ulate. PerhaplI the 

tra;:rere "r the 11'208 CeI!!B this way. Or ma:;-be the horee-

traderll of the 1830. lltarted their hones tov:erdll Santa Fe 

along this rout!!'. Or some cfetbl co~e of the Uorman Battalion 

may have hesced home along this road in the 1840s. Tro1611y 

l'd'ore Ar.C certeinly efWr, any of these, the t'iutl' Indians 

c&ne do"n thus frcrn their l;t>vat'ia ran.,"""s. Terhers in time mere 

cYheustivc rE'sf'-arch than 1'!(! ~e"e ~en flUE' to Ilnderteke 'IIi11 

er~T.Or the lie queltions. 

I 

I 
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"Fven uhen w~ paal beyend this era of rure speculation. 

~ ea.'" esteU1sh e.t l·est only e. at-cry with h1ghl1rhts and little 

~rortlinet!. It ill a.veio of rnia,lIllventurea like the J)or.ner 

incident and the LIanly party. There were no t'onAA&a esmpa. 

nere 1l'lren't even fictional h.,roines like FSIllona. On the 

w~c19 Tie are dealint doth a group of !:len "ho knew how to t.alee 

cuoe of thel!:sp.lwa and did. '!hill is a n:ajcr accempl1shnent, 

but ene that maba tor happineas and not for h1st,017. Yet it 

seeli!s "'.Ie to the future thAt a bockellke this ahould reeall a' 

f~w n~s, and set down a few ef8nta. 

"Cur first written .. erc' is trief 1ndeecl. Cn June 29, 1855. 

Col. Penry \':oahinc,ton made tUs entry 1r. his r.ctUI 'Frail thill 

eerner an Indian r.Igwam (near a err-in{: or rcod water, flUPTos!"d 

to b~ r"':1llenant) br>ers I; 51' v;, anc! a s.'l1a11 cluet .. :r of Catbap 

Pallr.ettos i:t>are N 27'W.- ~uch is our first view of the 

rarty TIiD the interior linea fer l"nshin;;ten's tolmshir ~orners. 

0n'cut t.hie ell.'t!!" oasis, Grp.en recorded thisl 'There ere sane 

26 fine, lsrge :-,,1m troee In fee. :33 fran which the Springs 

tdm tbeir n/iJ:'>p. ""sll11 Srr1ngs". There are a fe ... lnelliD huh 

In ~e. :33, stc.' On the rnap aeecmpan;v1ng these surveys 18 

shor.n 8. '!\oe.d tc t.he P"lIn £~I~st (i.e. to the Casia from the 

~est), as 1<011 as the roed t.o Uw '"!'cWicc'lIce i,lcnntairu; above 

rnentiollfld. 

~ : 
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"S(1IMI of tnt> 1RIl'l1caticns of Qret>n's \lerCs m~' t,,, mentioned. 

(1) H" s~alcs of 26. not 20. palm trees. (2) The r.1ece had 

A name in Fn~l18h nhich indicates thst reoTi!! ~hom we cannot 

now discern were f&l:1il1ar with the 7'f!,;icn. (3) The lRS6 ll8IIIe 

of "em Sp·i!".gs rersisted l!.'1tll ell into thp. lSflOs t~ing so 

designated on II county mar of that ",Tied. H01'!eV·'T. tht' llIlme 

Twentynine Taks ftS in CCl!I!!lcn enough use b; 1872 tc te uaed 

in describing a :Dining cleim by McKt'ru:ie Il1ld C-emain. This 

MeKer.:u 11'''8 witness to the sale of a n{'arb; mine 1n 1S61. 

In these early days. thE' ncw femcus 1'e.11\1 Sp-lr.gs 1n Fiverside 

C01lr.ty 'l\'as knot;n as Ag:ua Caliente. 

·l~(-O!l - 1870s. During theSG tl"lC cee-aces UJOkncwn !ten 

r:'en;r of these men we7'f! nct M!i>rice.ns. !.t t.hst time there 

were boCT.:ing gold CBIll'S in the San Eernareino Mountains. along 

the Colorat!o River (all at La !'az). and further east in J,riscna. 

Ind!.u.s cf various tribe\!l. Md.xiCUlS and 6hinese worked in 

these cP-"'J's end traversed tr.1J roads tc them. Much trucking 

~c the eestern campa T.er:t frcm the Coachella Velley via Dos 

rr.kc.s tc Eb-"r:burg (i.e. via the Eracshew Trail). At U!llea 

th~ Ua,;r.StcT3 reo.:u.-r.eo b:: more northerly rcutes. Fer eXl.'lIlrle. 

'Chuck' 1'"e..-ren, cf r:c:orcns 7:r-ll in Yucca Valley, ence returnee' 

via Clark's ~eas and T7IOntyn~.ne TamG Ossis ,:,:here he feund 1:0 

Indians l1vinp;. At ar.other t.1me he returneil all for ncrth ae 

Kelso ",hf'rp. he found his f'ut;I!Tt' wife> ani! fsn;lly stTnooec in th~ 

sand dull<'s. TM infcrmation gaimo<l in such trfi\7eTSe led t.o the 

I 
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filing ct land and lIIining claim.. A fer. typica1.cla1r.!a are 

UsUld below. First it mey be well to el1J>lain thet in t.U. 

era, and ln our account, all '~1ne.' ere gold ~lne •• 

-In 1l!t5, N. Frown filed on the 'Jeff Dav1!' clAil!! in fatUe­

aDake Canyon, then kr~wn sa r£nB V611ey ane now eenfu~~c ~ith 

Indian Cove. Thi. 111 th .. earliest cleim v;e have located in 

the k~onum"nt. A [,\leIlS migoht be made E.B to T<hy the o"ller or 

a 'Jeff Davis' I:I1ne 1'81 1n se Jlemote e. spet. An c1" !.\e:<iee.n 

ty;e sr,:eltllr .. as 1n t.h!a seme area in le7". And J ..... ~llBon 

har. a claim there in 1P73. 

ftIn 1~70, there e:d.~d e. Cettonwocd Station fer truckers 

at CottenT-cod Srring. This Ullusunlly good 7!eUor lIuITI~' DUllt 

have ceen a focal point of th~ reden. Indian trails, mine 

'IiOrkines, a kr.g pire line, an adote house lent; gone (in 1952) 

all eonflm e. ",lative~ g:-eat 1nter~st end actiTit:y. nnfcrtunllteq 

we have no record whatsoever. 

"In 1899, 'The !elia ralo' claim was a r~loeat.lon en the 

'Santo Domingo de Lopez'. The date of the orif!1n,,1 location am 

the Sra.'lieh na:r,es involved seem s1gniticfUlt. 

"en !{r.reh '17, 1.!~73. J. tosney (e1c) tnad cn the Twentynine 

;al~g OsBis as & homestead. This French-Canadian (1) ~e 

18 s~g(",-,st1Vl'l both dt." !'"rp.!'enee to tho early trarrers 

(t~.., fdhr:l" :n1l'ht '!'Iell have come south 1'1t.h thf'!!\), anil to the 

exister.ce r.-t Fcsh~ Sp-lng in the Trovlcenee Mountains. 

"l~ros - 11-19011. In 1!"79 cur r.1rp.ct hlo'l'l1edge bl'f;lns 'l'ith 

the err1vel lit th" OasiB of ,HUMI H. ,.lcHnnoy fTaIl Davi. 

I· 
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c()U~tj', !.'is!louri. He cal~e with cattle up th .. Santa !,r.a Fi..,..r, 

down Io:issien CTflek, and on to 11111nt"r.1ne Talllla Oasis. Thereatter, 

he 1hed in or near the );,onumeDt tor SI! years, anc1 died in 

1937 at the ranch ~t El11 Keys who himaelt first crume to the 

rep-ion in the !'all ot.1Q10. llcHene,.';id enouv.h work for others 

to SUf.port his mining ventures. Tart of th" time he lived at 

the Casia, or as he called it 'the Palms'. Part or the time 

he U..,..d in a Jr.cst unusual ec.':lIice he called a wickiup in 

upper !~iclt Valle;. Here en a YIQ' day in 1933 II.r. ,:a1ter E. 

Ketchum ~ th~ present writer took doron a rather exhaustive 

account of ~ill's lite. TbiB story checks ressonab1y "ell 1!1th 

the dlit. aeql\ir"~ trom other sources Illl(; as corrected furnishes 

the thread upon wbich to string scmI.' early __ and events. 

"In the l~80s, I.ou Curtis (,.bo first discovered ,lacer 

mines near Cld Dale on tale tTY lake, rirst known as Eurte 

Dry Lake ), C. A. J'inkhlllll (.bo bad mart!" c !aims in tbe i':omcent), 

Al.tred C. 'l'1nghalll (Seuthern Taoiric Fe1l1lB .. Y A~nt at Indio 

with n:ining tevl!r), I'd Holland, and ot.hp.rs began to 1nterGst 

themselves in claims within the present w,onument boundaries. 

So did Jonathan (Dirtysh1rt or Hartlroek) Yinson, one 01' the 

most vivid end energetic 01' tbe old timers. In lSS3, he c_ 

to 11ve in tilson's Cov .. (or CCv!! or both) r:hich is the 

present headquarters section or the Joshua Tree National 

L:om:rncnt at the Oasis. He aha gave hiD name to the ;'11son 

Ucuntcins, now the Pintos, and to Wilson tash --the big wnah 

be10. Stirrup Te.nk. Ully lieaves built the Old Adobe at the 



( ( 

17. 

Cuia in L~f!!l. Thie ,u,rvee !IS e. stor!!' nne statkn fer the 

truekera to the tllle ",gion. It 'If~S lel12" a lallClmark, and 

"1111 the first house near t.he Oasu. !{eaves ~ae p1Ented the 

fic tree, the large ,,1110w &ne the eotto~wccd. L, 1':'1190D Cove. 

Thtt willow eeme out !rC!!l Covington's ~ench as a t~Il!!:RtE'rs 

whlp. The Serrano Indians plante" thl! tret>s !"1>ar thE' rresent 

T..-er:tynins faks Inn. 

"McHaney by direct assertion and i':r..h!.r.r.ten and Cnen b)' 

1n!er~nee indicate that cnly ~esquite end palm trees T.eTe 

J'7'e-"hite at t,hs Claais. In~, Neaves "sa rt'spor.slt.ltt fer 

ancth~r first.. Y.'ith John Tht:Tsten, h h:il't· ,; reck ht>\l1Ml near 

the Cove "Heh later hC6ll;A the first .cheol-r.ouse of the 

reglon. In l~:nt 30!m r~ ( ... hese I>!"aw is en the road to 

Salton Vie,,) st~~~. naar the ~ck h~~Be, the first saloc~. 

And at Souk-eye Srr1ng at t.h we.t fled ef Indian Cev!!' a stlll 

"In the !~s, a few cf the r.1IlV claks becam!'! small-scale 

minas. Dutch FrMk tlebo1d flled on the L~st Horse 1n le93, 

.Til:! Io':cHeney (n the t .. eert C,'.leen in 11.l94. '!'lngmUl enC P.oUend 

usinp, water tt'Crll Pil\l"en \':'ell (orlr1nally a spring). THs 

re;:1cn -- l'ln;:cn !.(Cluntains, rle6snr.t Valley, Terr,e Cen:·on , 

B('rooo Cr.nyon - saw B C'cns!derall ... rrerClrt1cn Clf t.hr activit" 

of th16 tir.:e nnrl a little IRwr. 

·Coincident ~ith this interpst in ffe1d ~n~ en intRr~st in 

raoturage. OTinC'TS r!U\f'f'd the !.r cattle 1'urther e.nri further 

l. " 
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into '-th" desert. T'cBsibly bP.CAUSI' it tock so many acrcs to 

supt:C1!'t ene 'COli', such t'\l81nP.Bs 1:as eerly mcnorolized by 

a tew lerre cat.tlemenl nsmely Crm, who o)E'rated trCJll the 

llcyt1elds in the Cettonwood Srrir.g areaJ Takadge Eros. and 

EG-ker and Shay, who oreratedout. ot ;';bite_tar Faneh on 

High'lllQ' 99. The catt.ler.:cn dug 'rella, tut1t de:!lB and 1mproftd 

srrings. 'i'i!:\e has m-H.k€'d Bane ot tl:ese, as at Ivanpah Tank, 

Liveoak T£lIk, Sq\l1l1l 1e.nk, rettlesnake Te.nk. others are 

eood Uo=cnt votering rle.ceSI brkt'r's D8IIl, nIl.". Ho~s, 

StubbY Srr1r>.g, i:hit.e Tanks. 

• l'JOOs - 1'110". l<lin1n~ Vias rK~ at its re.Jc in the Dale 

tiatrict and to a 1c08 r r ct'F'T'"<3 in the rae-1e r,;ount.e.1r.s and 

f1ease.nt Valle~. 'The size ot the opilre.tions is att.ested 

by the CE'nsus t1gur~s ror tale 'fcwnsHr, the seene ot the 

gr<!at.est activity. 1900, J:'Oru1e.t1cn £OJ 1?10, 120J 1920,1. 

There was San Jayner "he had once b<>en a bt'.r-tender in tlale. 

IJarch 10, 1903 l!ar1a r.1eanor Thelen dW at. t.he Clels1a while 

rnrcute to Eaten'. Cae}:' rohere her I!\(';tber -eorked. (,.ton'. 

ClIJr.r 'P.u· near the 1952 Iren Afe f.!:1m SO!>·th ot Iiale). ncr. 

b t.he graw seeD at. the Oaai •• 

"lO::0s - 1°3Os. [,l%l"!"~ t!:.8 19208 mCrlY vutierans, and thC!1r 

f)'iends, t-e;::en tc hmest,f:'ad in the erea Just north ct U,,, 

HOlnr.l.,nt. '!he story ot the activities in the t!cnwent rocanes 

bJend"d am lost in thr c!urrcnt Hstc>ry or t!;is larfer cat!mlnity. 

"In the 1930s t.here was a flurry or !:lining Ilctivity in 

L 
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too ~lo~nt c!1X' to the c"T-T"ssion or t.tcse year8. ~o rr.ins 

resulted that has contimll'd to C'}:8rate. 

"~. Joshua Tree r.ational :,lonument was 88t&bl1l1hed 011 

;,uguat 10 by l"rfos1df'ntial 1'reelamation. It "811 net until 

1940 that f'nn:!11 were aYa1laHII tor th., eetabllsbment ot lID 

office ar.:! administrative y-erse,nnel in T...entyn1ne T'8lmB.~ JI 

I 
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crT .~'fION l!!I! fn~U;IS'!'l' A'fICfI 

(Fl'CIII the fand'boo!c ~ ~ 'free Natior.al MClmpea) 

-Among the hcr.eateaders of the 1920s and their friends aDd 

...uiters were II!IUI1' who quiok~ peroaived the unusual character 

ot this regien. Dlseussions alld plens for the l'roteetion of 

the area resulted. '!'his interest and 6gUat.lon p-odueecl the 

rusage ot HUs ~th houses of tht! California Ier:islature 

creating a State Perk. This '/las never slgr.et< 1>7 the then 

Governor James F.a1ph, Jr. lcgely bt>csuse r.~rs. A. Sherman noyt 

intervened v.ith ~e rlea that t~e te fiven tor the Federal 

C~rnment to ~ct in esterlishing a national monument. 

"Mrs. Eoyt was pessionately fond of the reg1cnJ an<! her 

vigoTeus advocacy of its p-otcction \'!as a majer factor in 

the CTr-stion of the Monument. She devoted time and thought 

and money to the JToject. She kept interest din and aeCurect 

the assistallce of able and influential recJa. She inspired the 

production of descriptive articles (notBt·ly ODS on t-ots.n1eal 

resources by Dr. P. A. Ilunz). She rot tc~ther allnsls of 

pictures and exhibits. nth all this she demonstrated to 

proper authorities the desirelil1t:r of preSErving this remark­

ably characteristic desert rer::icn for t.he enl1ghtf'l1IIIent and 

enjcyr;ent of (;emrations. 

','.s CUT. histcr1cal chart~r I'as ineiceteo, H,t' erE'S is or no 

historicsl 1mrort~nce. However it J:1l.S reccgnized in r:ash1ngtcn, 

as it has teen in 'J'v.entyn~ Talms, thlt as a sciE'nt:tfic e,.blb1t 
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it '>lnB cutstliIlCing anC that apsthetically it oUIlred a -dde 

variety of ur.1ql.'8 natural features. The has endorsed thu 

recognItion. The Ir.tlux of pcpulation into U·.e de6Art baa 

emphaalZAd the need tor protection. J.r£ the scenic attrsctions 

ha~ enjcycc a tre~endcus Ir.cr~ese in rcrulority .. lth escb 

rassing year. r.o one could ha~ rredlcted in 1930 thu gTf'at 

increase in ropularity end ~Tulst1C"r.. It is hq:ed that this 

unrred1ctatleness 11111 guide the Public anC the Park in the 

future. 

"The end result or all these efforts was an r:Kt!cutive Order 

by the hesident elated Octoler 25, 1933 r.ithdrarlng trcm 

entry appTOxUlately 1,1%,000. acres 01' Fecersl Lend in 

Riwrside and 5&11 Eernardino counties, California. Then on 

J,ugust 10, 1936 a rr.sldential rroclaiation estabUshed & 

Jcshua Trt'e National Monument of 838,25S acres. On Seftel:lb!r 

25, 1950 Congress re"ised the l:<nmdaries of the ~ollUll8nt SO 

that in 1952 it cmpriaed a greN acreage of 557,934." JI 
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nth jassag,1 ot the i!1lllrs Ull 1r. 1<:150 sa.::e 2~,OOO acre. 

lKJrE' deleted fran the tlo=eDt and returnee! to the rutllc c!aaa1n. TheN 

v;ere the arees where it was thought that minere.1s in car~erC'W IlUBlItit1e. 

might be dc'telcp!d. Subllsc:.uent act.1l'1t,. in the deleted portions has DOt 

disclc;;",,; any sul·stlintid :reild o~ p-ec1ous Dletals. Zooe idea cf the 

relative ve.lue ot the ;liT.erus taken t.nC J:ot.entlall!lB;y 00 ,aimd 1'tan the 

tollo~ir.g reportl 

F.er-ard II. J.!acK()~tt, c,.olo;lcal Survej 

EdT-a.""\:! J. ~at.scn, tureall ot MiMs 

~l1n!'!l"e.1 l'roouction and ~'irJ.M Activiti", 

-Proouction rf'!cores in the Zan Frsncisco offiee ot the 

Fconamies ant! Statistics t·ivi8.1on of the U.S. Eureau of )lines 

and the 25th and 418t Rerorts ot the Cnlltornia Statel:.ineralcgiat· 

show that the p-1JIcipal products c1ned haw teen gold IIDd ailnr. 

The canbinld gold and .silver amounted to about 16,000 CUJlCe. 

estimated as 23 rercent silver lind 77 rercent gold, total 

value about t434,200.00, bss"d on current pr1re. qucted .. 

foHerns 1n the 'Fng1neerlng end i.:ining Journal' .tor l:ovecber 

19501 geld $35.00 rer o\'nee and silver, flO cents rer ounce. 

In acd1ticn em ,::t thf'! rold !r.ines also p!'oC1JCE'C :33,P.OO fOUllCS 

of IeI'd ve1ued at ~5, 7M .• OG bE-sed en th0 cu!"rcnt rrice o~ 17 

cents rer rc;u."ld.· "rile· cines which produced the abeve l!:etnls 

,~ ... . ~. ,- . 
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that are within t.he present. boundary of th" Nat1cnal l.!onument 

ceased JTOductlon t>etween ]Jt96 and 193!'!, with the eJfcepticn 

of one ~ine ~hich had a production ~cord cf 500 ounces of 

goild and U:: ounces ot silver up to 1942. 

December, l'lSO·were idle, none within the revised boundaries 1a 

known to haw been active since the the> start. ot 1':crlc1 i:e.r il, and 

many have not been worked since the late '90' •• 
-The one e::rception YOU 1!ym1ne operated br a lone p-ospector, 

Dr. F. Smith, in Seo 35 (1), '1'. IS., R. 9£., San Eernardino Base 

Line. At this leeetion an 11 toot shaft hes been el<cavateC, and 

1iOrk is l:eing continued in an eneeavor to rind a hidden gold 

deposit. Ilcwever. no vein or other indication ot ore is 

el<):osed in the worldnf.s. 

"!:"emination IIbcmel" that most of the mining was oonetrCII 

vertical or inclined shafts. and the long reriod ot idlenell8 

haa left these in bad condition. ~ach1nery ann other useable 

surtace e~uiJ!Dent has l:~en rather canpletely strippec; e.nd telten ' 

a .. "y. FehaUlitation ot the lI1Ms; 1<hich i1-Ould \:8 coatlJ'. 

l:ould le cecessary before new operations could start; even 

to p-ospect tor ne" ore in old mines wculd be costly. 

~'!'wo concentrating plants alout 1 mils arart were noted 

within +..he p!"<l1lE:nt w.1ts of the NaUenel l!.c,nnment. One. 

'lthich is to use cyanide ~et.hod5 for reocvery of gold, was 

under construction; "hen OCl:"l'le>tef it ",ill be aUe to treat 

alout (;0 tons ot ore rer cay. 'i'l':e r.pcratcrs also eAj:t'ct to 

i 
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instali s.r.e flotation tl.'1its end iner('ase the ear-eeit:- to 

at,out 100 tons pE'r dey. 

"The other rlant • II equiPr"d tar flotation em is capable 

ot treating 25 t·ODS rer dey. 

-For both plants the ore ."ill CeDe trem .inP-B outside the 

t:stional l,'ollUlllent bounderiea. 

Ore F:e BeMrP.a 

"No definite estiltntes cf reserves can le given bp.~aUS9 t.o 

gain thls infomstion '::Ol!ld rec;u1re ~any montha (·r eeta1lPd 

exm1nations. The tact that the mines ~losed long before 

restrictions adverse to gole mining (r:sr ;-rOOuct1cn Bom 

Ulr.ite.tion Crfer ~:20g, Oct.oler P, 1942) indicates st.ronf,13' that 

their c·re zones flere eepleted. 

C~nere.l Aptraiasl 

"In general tema, the cutlook fCT !d.ooTal proCucticn 

fran the area within the Lknument 10 as follo\'lsl 

trCold anf silyer. - The gold-sllwl' ore depoaita ma1~ 

qusrtzvvei!lll; cQ!Jmonly cl.tl:1n shattered, sheared, and \:·recc1ated 

fault zones that attain 30 teet in width. Tho quartz wine 

Tange f'rcr.: a fe'l: 1n~hes to 2 or 3 feet in rldtb. mainly strike 

'I71th1n 25 degrees ot ncrth, and dip stoorly. ~l1nc:r llI:Iounta 

of I:ematite, liltoni~, ryrite, ehalecrYT1te, cxid1zed corper 

:::il1P.rals, coleite, end. barite are rr"sent in sar.e of t!-.e veins. 

It i& ey.trrr;e~· <'O'.:btful if e.n:: of tk fold-silv",r dp.posits 

\'lith1n the Mcnumr.nt can be profitsl-ly r:lned. 
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~r."ed. -.- t:o lead minerals "ere noter. dur~ thp present 

surYeYi hcwever, lead haa bE>en mined as Bll accessory metal 

1n c:np. of the Cold-silver mines. 

"~. - Small, iron-rlch eegre!;8tione, mostly ot mal:lletite, 

&Te fc:und in the Int.n:sivl' rC'cks at e tnr. tIlleps, nne! r.:incr 

quantities of iron-lparing :ninerals ccrUT in som" of thE' 

quartz veins, but all of these l~ck c~ercia1 posslbillt1aa • 

• ~. -- riner e:nounts of I11l8l"tz have been mined at c:ne 

locality (west of C.ottonwood Paee), ostensib1.v for the manu­

facture ot silica glass. 

·V.T!r,~eul1t". -- J.. ·vprr.:ieulite· deposit in ti,e r.estern rert 

or the £.Tea arrears to cCTUlist largely of Hc:1ite and, 

consequently, is not rf cOll!l!ll'rcial !J!,rortence. 

Geology m: ~ 1zU 

"The geol.cgy of Joshua TrIO's Natlonel Mcn\1ment is tair~ e1l!lrle, 

and the rocks of the Il!'@a fCl'lll glXd exposures. t:1th the eYcertlon 

of alluviun, 1Yhieb covers about one-third cf the Monument, the 

area is II crysta111na rock ('main, practically d"void of 

rosslblilties of pp-troleum rrcduction. In all likelihood 

tr.e alluvia't.l"d areas ere undE'rle.ln 1 Y cT7stelllno rocks 

s~ilaT to those "xrc;ed. 

"The climat.'E of the Tf'ficn ls semi-arid, llDC the V!:'f,itc.t1cn 

ccn~iztn rr:e.inly of chara.--rnl, s~v~ral ve.rieties of cact.us, 

yucca, and Joshua TrE'Bs. Access to the aT'll! is provided 

rlainly t-y oUt-d Toads ane l-rTCwec dirt reads, the rr.ajcrity 

or "hich arc r..aIntaincd ~, th" rark f:ervice. 

l. 
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"'Th" ~cst e.lu."ldant enc oldest kncTm reck tyr'e in the rE'glon. 

ill !iII igcecusoolllet.aJ::orphio ocmplex that is ca::ros£d of a tew 

highlr metemorfhazed sediments which WAre first intruded by 

gabbroie or dicritie IIIIlJO!11& and later bj granitie marma. ThI. 

urJ.t melees up nt-out 40 rerc-ent of the E'YTC~c rock nne is 

prc't'nbl:,' rre..cembr1en in 8€<'. The ~;esezole (7) tbitE' Tnl'.k1l 

quarts l:Ionzcnite constitutes at,out "5 rerccnt of the outcrop 

area 'I!1thin the Monument. 

·.Cra1'.ite, quartz dicrite, r,oFhyr1t1c l!!onzonite, and 

gp.bh-o ~elee ur about 20 rercent. of th", roteroplI. !l!etn­

vclcET,ies anC sda-secil!!ents or the I!!escsoie (7) l!cCoy 

Mountain tomaHon occur in the southn'n pa.-t ot t,}:-e Co:xeanb 

t~:,tl!Itn1ns. T",o olln1ne basalt flows of prot,able Terti£l7 

I.ge lie within ths l!orrument, a.'lC! !'le1stceene (7) !eke becis 

underlie part ct Pinto Easin •. T1ne-gre.1ned Tertiary <'likes, 

. both acidie and basie, have a small distribution. TemllUtie 

and apliUe dikes ere associated with most of the preveous~ 

mentioned intrusive rocks. 

·Possibly thorough prospecting would reveal small amotmtll 

of ref.ieactive m1nerals in 5CC~ of thp regrr,ati~s; hCnever, 

it is H!;hly kprobnble that canmerc1al ,<\!entities of uranlm 

or thcritm eT.ist 1n t.his Sr1\a. 

"Xo t~.('ti te--b .. ;orini.\' rocf FE'1:riants, such as l'liroht. l,e fc.vor­

able fer tho occuranee of contaet-metelnorphie sche~lite or 

iron cei-os!. ts, pJ'P known to exist ."ithin the l.',cnt:l!lcnt. 

npBlllts /IT'! eC,!!IIJ1on enc1 l:ro[.eb~- cent,rol thp trf'nC of msny 

I. 
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or thr. mc-untaina. Many or the grar..1tic: rocks lI"st.hPr to 

picturesque and uni~ t=a that enhance the aeeDery. V 

.. ~. 



Headquarters far Joshua Tree National :<1onU!!1ent ""8 eatllbl1ahed 

in TtI"r::tyr.inB raks I)~ !',epter.:ber 19, 1940. 

toeal oun:><Tt far th .. establishment of the 1l0llUDent lIa. 

gcod for the :nost pert, mlner emplaints lI~re heerd rege.rcing the 

prohibition against the removal of wood frm the MOlllll!lent for tuEl. 

I.nother source of ccr.lplcdnt on the pert, of s small /?:T0UP 11llS the rule 

pro!lil!1ting 1:>1n1ng and prosp!cting on ilomr.ml!t lands. 

Superintendent Cole acccrnr,lished much in rp.ccnc1llng 

thes!! conflictin" interests euring his aemin1strstion SB superint.cneent 

e;: pcbting out tb" le.rpt'r values inherent in the Mo=ent Tihicl: 

were or broed nat!cnsl inte~st soo continuing in character. 

,SuJ:srillterX!ent Cole continued as adI!lin1strative officer 

until October :30, 1942, when he volunt.eerl'd for service with the 

United States !.=y curing Werld 'F.ar II. He -,;as rl"placed by .lr. 

l':altA:>r G. Atwell who SEIned until tec-ember !'I, 1942, .:hrm he .. as replaced 

by Duane Jacobs who servse as Acting Surerintendent until Dec~ber 2, 

1<:)43, when he 1mB called to service with t!'e, United States Nsv.y. 

If.r. i';alt!!r E. Ketchum succeeded l{,r. Jacobs as Acting SUp!rinteDdent 

until I:e wo.s relieved by Frank Givens wbo servec liS Surerint.eroent 

ur.til thrch 5, 1944. Mr. Givens "ss rf'placed 1:y ~lr. Cole on Ilay 6, 

19/;4 cn t!lr, latter's return fran military service. Lir. Cole served 

as surerintEnrlent until Lisrch I., 1947, "hen he I'WS preDoted to the 
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rosition of £.io10fist 1n Region Three; !Jr. Frank C!.vens GUet"~ecp.d 

Mr. Cele and served es Superir.tendent until he wns rrCltcted to the 

SUjer1.-:tendene;y of ,\eOO1a !:atiend rSTk. I:r. CiwllS 11611 suee..ec!ed 

b:r Sllll'uel King.nno rrpsentl~ oceuries t.he pc.Bitic-n of e&>bistntive 

off1cer. 

Yir8t f."nFrer 

The first 'ark Rnnger arreinted IIU HSTOld S. H1ldreth "ho 

served f":-cm JIl11UElr;Y 20. 1941 to July 19. 1941. lIt;en he reBigr.ed. 

lien cems Jot;n 7.. Stretton who srrved as Clerk-f.Angsr 1'raa 

Cetol ... ,r 1. 1941 to /:ercb 12. 1942. liben he mlS rr·cellec te aet1n 

duty 68 a Znd Ueutene.nt in the U.S. t:rr:J1. F.e r"tur:',ed att!'r the 

r.ar tc. sprve froo l~sy 9, 194E to l-:cvp.!:ber 11. 10 M' in the SS!llE' ceraeit,.. 

He-Eel L. Earentight sueeel!'cE'd Mr. Stretton en I.p·ril 1, 1942 

and se~c until /'ugust 13. 1942 'Ehen he 1!~S eallee tc- the colcra. 

r:e1ter E. Ketchum T€p1aeed Ur. !"1U"t'ntir,ht as n€Tk-F8llg1'1r end served 

frem Cctol:er 5. 1942 to August 4. 1945. when the wtter retwr.ec frID 

mE1tory st'rviee en August 6, 1945. r.anger Fer€ntight was sutseGupntl:r 

p'omc.ted to t.he p~s1tion of Supervisory fengt>r "Mcb posit1on hft 

holds today. 

T~e perscnnel roster 1n tbp appendix sbows all perscnnel 

who have served in verious eeracit1es from ineertien of active 

ecminlstretion to dat~. 

r.osds end Trails 

'ihe dcve10rment of the rond aystec V;2S initided e&%'1:, in 

1?4l .,,1th the an<:·1ntme~t cf Fobert. S. Lake 8!l GrocE'r-Orf'rstor. 

field I'Dpineerillf. foy' t.he new rcsCs "('5 furnIshed t:~ ftlf-"ineers 
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'J'hE'ocore Goodwin (lat!'r surerintendf'1lt ot t'eath Vall~y) and 

~alter Atwell whose alignment s~leotlens for the verious routes 

have proven to le rrOrFr~v located trom the standroint ot 

rubUc USe and maintenanee. The prograr: thus initiatp.d hu 

30. 

prorr"ssed "ltl: r=!lT~able rpsUlts thrcn:gh th" "ers, C1lb~nat~ng 

in a road syatem canrrisirlP,' ame ~1.1.3 mil". of JT~ary and seconcaryr 

roads. Ot t.hill tote.l arrroxi:!lItely M a:iles hvp. 1:l'en kiven a duet 

pallistive surtaCi! and the b&lanee Is gravel. A rather remarkable 

aehlevel:!ent sinee to date this haa been aecaDrl1l1h~d with lI!ainten8llC8 

tnnde wUh the neertioD ot $10,000 alloted to repair flood dUlage in 

1941. 

Consistent with th'!l read develcp:!ent has 1:~en the ewr 

Increas~ng use of the ;'lontllllent by tbe pcHlc as IndiC'atecl by 

the trawl ·flgurell. Starting with sane 27,34 visltors In 1941, 

substantlal increases haY!! .been reflected nearl,. evcrr ,.alIT, 

with an all-time recc.rd of' OYer 250,000 In 1954. 

The list of visitors to the monument would include many 

famous names as well es just interested men and Toomen; many scient.ific 

stuoents as well as laymen. As no records "ere maintained in tr.e 

earlier days, it is not possible to list tho~ l'.ames thet "ould be 

meaningful to present readers. 

r 
I 
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(From A He.ndbook sf. Joshua ~ Nations1 Monu:::"nt) 

-Oyer 550 specie. ot native plants h&ve bften identified 

trem Joshua Tree National L:onUl:J8nt. Of thea!'!. Eo are 

rare ly fo1llld in Calltcrn1a ey.cert in the '~omnent of 

the near~ area. No equal area of' cur waste'rn cesert. 

has a richer representation ot tamilies. or species. 

or rroduce finsr individual exemp1es of those re1ativelr 

rue pilants. The tIora is mical ot r.n extreme l.y 

arid country. Two lite zems are represcct.ec!. The 

LoYlElr Sonoran. ra.!lfinf; traJ! 0 to 3.000 fpet altitude 

contains S'.:r-h plants as mesquite. eneelle. and ghost 

tIoWE're. In the Un:er Soneran Zone. 3.COO t·o 5.000 

tP,9t. are found 1'111011 pinss. blackbrush. and MobaTe 

Heaert Star. Further, the L!onument is a transition 

area bet1leen the Colcrado Desert and the ),!ohr.Te vesflrt 

so that rlanta characteristic ot eech deaert are 

present. For example. ocotillo, border palo verde. aDd' 

fre.st-mnt lelollg to the C:01orado Desert, "hile Josl:ua 

Tree, Cheeaebush and desert mariposa are typical ot 

the '.!ohavp." 1I 

A8 f'l""vicusly mentioned, the arE'a is one of interest, 

eBrec1a11,y to DUch scif'nt1uts as D~. Thilip J... Mum. end tT. rdmund 

Jae(;l"r. These roen and othera did n:uc~. tc collect. idt>ntif). and 
1 

.1 
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classify t.r-a pl&..,ts of Joshua Tree };aticn&l !JollU:!>ent. Mre. S.ara I:. 

Schenck collected mUM d .. ta am! made one ot the ee-rliest aIld 1II0at 

extensive collections cr tbe flcra or t.~e region. 

It .as Suterintondellt James Cole who started the tint 

herbariUl!: far the headquarters of Jcsnua Tree r:aticnal :.!c.=ent. 

Th1.8 excellent collecUon 1.8 .tUl being used 1>3' Monument personnel. 

Ranger Charles F. Adams Jr. first complle~ a master cheek 

Ust or flowering plants ot Jcshua Tree llational !.lcnument. * 
l'ildUte 

~ 1: Handbook 9I. ~ Itt!. NaUcnal Monment) 

-r.. E. Johnson (subsequently famous as 'Pussyroot Johnson') 

was Indian Agent for a region l'ihlch illClucled .. ert or 'l'wentyniD'! 

ralms O8s1.8. J.klrt. 1909 driving across Fried Liver rasb in 

Pinto Easin .ith an Indian, they 3\ll11ped a 3ack rabbit. ::nen 

Johnson reeehed for his gun, the Indian put out a restraining 

hand and askPd, 'T.b77'. In relating this, Johnson added, 

'I laid aside Illy ritll! then and many times later WS8 ashamed 

01 such a s1lly impulse.' 

-'!'he !;:enument has mere animals to 'not-kill' but to enjoy 

than II nel7ccmer might suspect. rarly w~llte e""lorers, rec:-emoor-

log their greener lands, reported th£ desert as t.he hOJr,e or only 

rattlesnakes and nOY.ious rept.iles. Th1s r"r-utatior: has been as 

eret:riog as it is false. The rer square mile rerulation cf animals 

in the desert 1s lndeed less than in u~as cf fiTeatcr rclnfallJ 

but there is a definite porulation \:·ot.h fill regr:;ras sredies and 

• ThIs rroJeet is in fir~l stage of ccmrletion. 

I 
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individuals. 

"How can animalll 11'"e in a land ot little toed am DO 

apparent wster? tart of tbP. explanation l1es In the fact that o~e 

an1mala eat others, and that near:Q> all plants are food ter 

scr.:ething. Given sultane reins, the plent-<!c.Ung an1...,els 

increase; ar.d the t'01lC1l1ng year the cllTnil'Oroua animalll 

prosplr. n,us t.he by to the an1mal rerulation ls the condition 

ot the nora. or this nora on1;r • tew sree1es are avoided 

. by aniltials. Sane ot the most terbldding plants ere eatAn. 

For eT.emple, certain reek-rats de}:end cn etolla cllcti, 

rabbits ut ereosote, deer browse on yucca. 

-However, lIater ill the dete!'lll1.ning tactor. There 111 

gcneral:Q> enough tood present to SUPTort a larcer pcpulatlon 

than the sUJ:ply ot aullsbl.e water pendts. The abilit~ ot 

desert animals to get along on the water available 111 depend­

ent cn sp.veral tactors not readl17 }:erceive~. (1) More ""ter 

1s actually present than is e.rrarent. Aside fran kncrnn aprings 

there are hidden tankll and rEMote seers. Also there are pools on 

the tops at rooks that contain water tor a month or so after 

rair.s. And, at places in stream l;~ds, undergTOUT.d wster e)Cuts. 

Holes, made b:' ooyohs in dig,,:ing tor Sllch "'ater, are trequentl..v 

observed. (2) Dellert animals require less '\'Iaur. Their habits 

of lite ceneerve their t,odlly ",.ter; I.e. they sl"'nd much 

ot their time underground, or out at the sun, and are cost 

active in the coOlp.st hours--not unlike some exrerienced 

hUllan d1lellers ot the dp.lIl!rt. (3) Certldn arWnnls get T.~_ter 

; . 
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tTCIlI eating succulent r1e.nts. (4) Other Ilnaals obtain 

needed water through metabolic proceaaesJ i.e. through 

ehecical react1cns in digestion. Kanrerco re.ts can live 

indetinitely dth ZlC water and onl,. dry eeed tar tC>Od. 

• All r::~E.ls of th°G Uo=cnt are shy and "lld and 

natural. nieretore. quietness, patler.ce, rerseverancI!! an:! 

same luck, are required in meeting them. Fcmeml:er, the 

right place an:! the right t1Jte depend upon the habits ot 

the ° en1r.:als erxl not those ct the visitor. II 

L. 
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Carnpgrour.d facilities were ~a~ually eXTended 09~r the 

years ul,-til a total of s.,.ven ~re est"bl1s~.ec at suitabla places 

in th" ~'orl'.l:" .. nt. ~P.se UP. ell equirree rlth c"ncTl!~ tnblea ern1 

fireplaCE's. Pit tne latrines dth OJ:en ters 'II!;re instellad through­

out the various campgrounds. (lne area at Sheep Fass hss been 

ProbablY the greatest single rrob1em confronting the 

Service through the yeas has been the matter of acquisition ot 

private lends d thin the erUr1cr teundcrleR ef the llonment. 

~luch has l;~en BN'anrlishPd in acquirir.r rriv6V> lanes until ct this 

1!T1ting sCl!le 80,000 acres TPeain in private e1!llersbip, e.s cCI!Fared 

to cn crig1na1 total of srprOT.1I!!ate1y :itS,COO acr«s. Tbis bas been 

achle~d throUfh ~he combined efterts ef the tie1d f(!rsonne1 ·and the 

regienal and fsshingten Offices. 

A auhst.antial BElrunt et tax-ceeded lends in ?into Essin 

1'1ill probaUy be ac«uired through ecnc!emnat1cn P'CC~dlngs an<! re-

hDburs~nt to th(' Stete of C-al1tcrn1a in 1955. It ill Cered hel;ever 

that Ccngress "'ill one i'a.." arrrcr-rie.te surfic1E'nt 1't:nds se that the 

remainir.g rrivate lands may be aequirei' b:· rurche.ae. 

In 1950 S~" 2~9,OOO acres of lands were Cileted trom the 

~~o=ent u!1der th" Fhilips U11 H.F • .4116 end retl:Tneo tc the r.uU.1c 

dcmain. n.es~ deleted lenes ''''TE' alleere to ccntnin ::'ar!;"! uf!T'osites 

of valualle minercls. Subse~uent activities in the d~leted lands do 

net 5ubutsntie.te this contention, as only to:o claims hevc t.i5!en r11ed 

up to 1954. 

i 
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Andber hoJXlrt .. nt 2and tr!l:l!l8ction transrired in 1950 

when the tlatioll£l Park Service acquired .58 acres of land inc:ludiog 

the Twentyr,ine FaIr,s ~nsis by donat1on. This valuable arca played 

an l."I!J'Orte.nt part !.n the p-e-history of this region eN. "1lB likewise 

i!!:rortlmt. curl!:;:; historic times as a socrce cf 'Cater' for ee.:-ly exploTers 

and settlers. ,ar~ in 1944 a moeern administ,'ntion buildi~ ToeS 

~rected at the eastern extremity of the Oasis which is a crefit to 

the Service /18 its design has been heralded .. ith &cclldlr. by everyone. 

The lergest room in the building was designated for display of natural 

h1story ~ater1als anc as en 1nf~aticn center for llc~ent visitors. 

'!he building was fcnr.a117 <',,<,ieatae en l.prH J, 1954, dth a croro of 

OWl' 500 reCJ:le in attendance. Dr. T'hllip A. 1.:=, er:linent botani&t 

and l'lrectcr of the Santa A.na totanic Caden &t Claremont, {:a'Ve the ded-

1ca':;ion address. liany civic lep.cera ane se-ientists "ere also 1n 

attendance and Ilach contr1buted appropriate rf'C!F.Tks. It also marked 

the oceas1on when John Hilton, famcus r.aintcr of C8sert seeDeS, 

contr1.bt..t,ed an insriring paint.ing depicting a Beene in Lost Horss 

Valley to the NLlticnal rerk !:ervice. 

~: 
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t'UT1ng tr.c enrly }:'er1od ot the Joshua 'Tree l'etlonal 

Mc=ent, all interpretive services lJere per~on:;ec by the Surer-

intendent. '!'he program censisted ",ainly of talks to the tourists 

at tr.e :.iclrJl!!ent office. "ben the stat! becer.;e larger enCI a 

Ferk F.all€er was aCced, tc.lks \'lere given at the cer::p sites. 

rU!l the addition of th" Oasis to the ""cnWlant, a series 

of l<atu.-El Tralls "as born. ~;o'S, in aediticn to th,:, trail at the 

Casts, th~ l.krim1E'nt c-oasts five such trailsl Cap F.cck, the ChoUa 

Gnrden. Irc.ian Cavf>, Salton Vie1l e.!ld Indian Cove. 

The outst.!:nfing e.!"l.i."nal c~ Joshua Tree: Ne.tionel ftomr.::f?nt 18 

thr- r-esert Bighorn. L'1lring tht'! year many inquiries E-'"9 received about 

this anineJ. and Ir.any visitors ere atforeef. the orrertunity of seeing 

these "'6:'mals in their natural S'Ul7oundings. The visitor is directed 

to Stubby Spring ever a one and 0:19 quarter mile trail trcm the 

Juniper Flat F.oad end many t1r::es are successful in observing sheep and 

in getting gc-od pictures. 

"Rt.er has also been made availacle at Cottonwood Spring for 

the tirds Md animals and the visitors end ee:n}:'ers enjoy the many birCh. 

rcsident to thet aree, and also abserve gray and kit foxes, badger, and 

r.·SBert Eighern. "'ater has been davelored at Hack Fock Srring f.nd 

the ocoesironel visitor there sees Desert Eighcrn, deer and quail in 

that area. 

In addition to t.He good trails exist over t:hich visitors may 

hike to dcccrt oaseu such as fom-ty-nine ralms ann L<>st T'nlms Canycn. 

.' 
i 
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MIZC,LUNTOUS 

The greatest tire le-se in t.he history of the ;.!onlmer.t "ns 

exrerienced June 23, 194~ when flemes revaged tbe 49 FB~S Oaais. 

Altho\lfh the fire en~CIIl:Fe.s8ed llttle ,"ore tl::an an Bcre, no greater 

d60sge could bave resuted trcm a rire several tL~s that size in ~ 

oth"r ~ortion or 1be Uonment. Ferty-rour or the lergp. r.ashir.gtonia 

palms were entirely con:sumed, except fer their trurJcs, six were 

rartisl~· burned 8nC only three rere untouched. 

This fire lias fought by Nations'l P6Tk Service, State Divisicn 

cf for<:>;;try enc vc·lu!1teer r.ersennel. Troo teE'll-age hoys r.icl:f'C 'OF neer 

tl::e fire aci'lli tted the ir (;I1ilt. 

Attention was given at an early date to the p-ote"C't'ion of 

the vegeteUve cc·ver floC%!! fire; since the l:'otanice.1 disr-Iay lillS can-

sldered to have no equal in the hieh desert terrain of Southt'rn 

Californie. In fact the whole area is a truly nagnificent plant 

sanctuary. 

Eeginning in 1942 Fire Control Hds were Il.Ssigmd. to duty 

durinff thE' hazardous r.art at the sum ... er 68sson. llano III.'lsll tires 

have c.ccured, but none of If.ajcr proT-ortions excert thE' cne mentioned 

slove and anotper in July of lQ42. /'ITrox1ltatcly 1(5 acres wllre 

burned over at the w",,,tern extremity of Lost lie-rsE' Valley on Southern 

racifi~ Fe.i1road lends. This fire .. as rr.an-caus~6 &nc u..,fcrtunately 

was rr.spona1ble for the death ~f F'ose Foremfin rete lJ.ehrt, "ho 6UO-

our.:bec t.C 3cute rulmonary eeelf,a "hile snrrressing it. 

I· 
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Traffic tenths 

The first person killne in the Monument ~~ trat'fic accident 

after e.ctive ac'ministratior. by the l:ational '''''k !:ervice 'lias a 

young girl. Carol Arms Yriyatt, age nine, was killee on liOYemLer 2, 

1952 whpn she fell out of her father's pick-up truck ~~ile truvcrsing 

the rinto F.asin F:oad. 

On June 21, 1954, Sgt. Jehn A. Ung, united status Marine 

Corps, w~s killed ~hen the car in which he was a r&ssenfPr failed 

to neeotie.te a turn near Sneskeye Spring and over-turned. 

Air Crash 

en July 4, lQ44, eight ~en ~ere killee in a mid-air collision 

of t,::o Liberator bomt·prs. Seven men \la11e': out of one of t.he c!'irrled 

planes, the pilot and co-pilot having landed it at the relm Springs 

Airbase-. The rilot of the oU.er plane was U:e only Sl,rvivor of that sUp. 

Suicide!l 

On 0ctot-er 27. 1954, two sist.!rs, Edna and Clara .aleh 

co~~ltted ~~icide neS!' the south bounds-~ ~ use of earbon-monoxide 

gas from tbeir automobile. 

Pnbl1catinns 

The Augu~t F54 issue of I.e Vie d"l :~olOdo, p-intec in Mllsn, 

Italy, contdn~d an p.rticl", on Joshua Tree National !';orrument m-itten by 

1':. Egbert rcr.enck and !Orunuel A. King. This artielfl ~:e.s \'liCely circulated 

in rurore. 

~".: ", 
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P're.nk !!agle7 
Eluabeth r:. C.; CmpbeU 
D.A.R., !wentyn1ne Pabaa Chafter 
IrtJnzr y,. n-arq 
Df)sp.rt Tre.1l !taupeper 
Ne;:ton E. IlrvrT 
Tea BcpIdu 
IsS!JC! talton league 
Dr. ECmund luger Harrr 1 __ 

'talter E. Iatchaa 
Dr. II. Hellar 
Joseph IICIQ'81" 

Dr. Phlll1p A. Ifuns 
Dr. Aloon H. II~ 
Ratioll/ll t.udul--on Soeieq. 
P.. Egbert ScheDcli: 
Sua!.l. ScheDcli: 
Coll{'l"e S S!lIIUl Iiarrr Shappard 
Sierra Clnb 
C. Edwsrcl Orne_ 
Dr. Ian CIllIIpba 11 

Dr. E. 1'1". Gifford 

Shet1IIan Clark 

( 

twaDt)'ti1ne }'alms, CalUornia -
'l'uscon, sisona 
TY<ent)'DiDe Palma, Ce.ltt<'l'nia 
~aah1llgtODt D.c. 

!wentynine Palms, C~Urorn1a 
Sp.et'flIlIsnto, California 
T;;e1ltp11ne Palm., CdttorDia 

R1Yer11id., CalttOrn1a 
Bann1n.~, Californ1a 
Twnt)'llim ~alms, C" l1torn1a 
Corona, Cal1~orn1a 
San BerDU'dino, Calttcrn1a 
Claraont, C sUt<'l'nia 
l'erkele7, California 

Twentynine Fatu, California 
'l'nent.yn1ne !'al!!s, Ce.1ttorma 
Wcshington, D. C. 
San Francisco, Califcrn1a 
C~al, Calttornia 
Callferma ID8t1tute of Teehnol0fi7, 
PuadeDa, Cal1tarn1a 

Ifu8eI8 or Anthropoloa. tln1veraiq. 
ot California, Berkele,-, Celiforma 

Twen1iJtdDe Palm., Cal.1tornia 

.. ' 



Frank Fef'ley 
Elisabeth 1'. C. Ca'tpbell 
D. A. R. T1oentynU!e Falms Cbapter 
],rt.'l1.:T ;:. [p.!Ilaray 

tcsert 'Trail !';e'!!s}:c.~r 
r:ewton E. t'TUl7 

.,.. l!ra. Eelen Faries 
'Thanes l!ork1.ns 

.. t.~rs. Sheman !'oyt 
Isaac 'Calton league 
Dr. Edmund Jaeger 
Harry Jtmlell 

** Mr. and ~lrs. 1'. Joht.nsing 
Walter E. Ketcham 
Dr. N. :.Ieller 
Joserh i>:tr.)'B!' 
!:r. Fhillr A. ~unz 
Pr. :,Iden E. i.~lller 
!:ationel fl,udul-on Sccipty 
l':. Egbert Schenck 
Sara !t. S~henek 
CO!1grelSs:lan Harry Sheppard 
Sierra Club 

• Deceased 

c 

'rwentyni~ Fe.:LT.s, Calit. 
Tucson, Aru.ollli 
T1!entyn1De Palms, Caill. 
~ash!ngton, D.C. 
T~ntynine FlSlros, Celit. 
Saer8!!:ento, California 
Los Angeles, Calit • 
Twentynine Palms. Cali!. 
Pasadena, C!<illorn1s 

Riversic.e, Cal1tcrnia 
Eann1.ng, C~1fornla 
Fasade!lE., California 
r1'lentyt:ill9 Paks, Cali!. 
Corona, CaUfc.rn1s 
San fl<,rnard ino. C sl,~ • 
Clarer.;crl, Calif. 
Eerkely, Calit. 

Torentynine Faks, Caill. 
Twentynir.e Fal.msJ Calif. 
~ash1ngtcn, D.C. 
San Franciscol, Calit • 

•• tenors of Casis Site, .here Headquarters ~SS -established. 
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AT'PEI:Dn: A 

PITSONNEL OF Ji'JSHUA fJ'.EE NATICNAL !.!Ollm.lENl' 

Suy;erintendents Frem To E .O.D. C .O.E. 

Jamea E. Col!! Jr. Fark Nat. Superintend. Sept. 17, 1940 Nov. 9, 1942 
Yosemite Joslroa Tree 

Walter G. Attwell Assoc. rngr. Act. ~upt. Nov. 10, 1942 Dec. e, 1942 
Feg!on Engr. Jo~hua Tree 

Duane D. Jacobs Diet. F.anger Act. Supt. Dec. 9, 1942 Mar. 3, i943 
Yosemite Joshua Tree 

• .. .. Act. Supt. Act. Custodian 
Joshull Tree Joshua Tree Mar. 4, 1943 Dec. 2, 1943 

i:e.1 ter E. Ketcha:n Clerk F.e.nger Act. Cust. Dec. 2, 1943 Feb. 1, 1944 
Joshua Tree 

Frank R. Givens Dist. Ranger Act. Cust. Feb. 2, 1944 lI.ay 5, 1944 

Yosemite 

James E. Cole U. S. lDny Custodian I.l~ 6, 1944 !Jar. 3, 1947 

FraDk R. Givens C~st. Pinnacles Custodian flar. 4, 1947 NoV •. 22, 1948 .. .. Custodian Super~tend. Nov. 23, 1948 Apr. ·ll, 1953 

Samuel A. King Supt. Ssgue.re Supt. JTro! April 12, 1953 To Date 

Harold S. Hildreth Yosemite 

John W. Stratton lassen 

Beame1 L. Earenfight 29 Palma 

Park Ranger Jan. :?O, 1941 July 19, 1941-

Clerk-Ranger Oct. 1, 1941 Mar. 12, 1942 

Clerk-Ranger Apr. 1, 1942 Aug. 13, 1942 

Clerk-Ranger Oct. 5~ 1942 Aug. 4, 1945 Walter E. Ketcham 29 Palma 

* Hes~e1 L. F.arenfight U.S. Air Foree Clerk-Ranger Aug. 6, 1945 To Date 
* John fl. Stratton U.S. Amy C1erk6 P.snger !lay 9, 1946 Nov. 11, 1948 

* Notel Converted to Park Ranger sert. S, 1946 

George 1'7. Swan lessen F~ Ranger Dec. 27, 1948 May 15, 1950 

Charles F. Adams, Jr. Seasonal Dec. 1, 1949 To Date 

I· 
I 

! . 



Re.pgers (Cont.) 

Herbert D. Cornell 

Technical Staft 

John S. Adams 

Fire Control Aids 

Charles F. Adams Jr. 

Elmer F-. Camp 

Seasonal Park Ranger 

Yosemite tandscape 
Architect 

( 
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Sept. 20, 1953 To Date 

July 1, 1954 To Date 

A~i1 15,1950 To Date 

July 22, 1942 To Date 

Joseph Vi. Tuberdyck 

Clerk-Typist & Receptionist 

Sept. 11,1951 To Date 

Maisie Van Tassell 

Mildred I. Miller 

Ronald D. Miller 

Maintenance Crew 

Alva D. Connor 

." " 
". " 
• • 

Robert S. Leke 

• " n 

n n 

John F. Eianco 

n n 

He.rrison Y. Eoling 

Clerk Typist July 9, 1951 Sept. 17,1954 

Clerk Typist Kov. S, 1954 To Date 

Inf~aticn F-eceptionist April 10, 1954 To Date 

Laborer Jan. 10, 1941 Dec •. 10, 1941 

Truok Drivar Mar. 1, 1<)49 Aug. 20, 1949 

Yosemite 

Operator General Aug. 21, 1949 Mar. 9, 1952 

Mixed Gang Foreman Yar. 10, 1952 To Date 

Equip. Op. Mar. I, 1941 June Xl, 1941 

• • Oct • 24, 1941 Jan. 15, 1943 

• Dec. 12, 1945 Dec. 11, 1946 

Mixed Gang Foreman Feb. 23, 1947 A~. 15, 1953 

Laborer 

True!! Driver 

June 11, 1951 July 7, 1951 

July 7, 1951 July 3, 1954 

Operator General July 4, 1954 To Date 

Labor('r Aug. 21, 1941 July 31, 1942 



Hsrrison Y. Boling 

• • 
Phil D. Smith Ye llowstone 

Pe.ul E. Kats 

c 
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Truck Driver Aug. 1, 1942 Oct. 5, 1946 

laborer I.eadwq Oct. 6, 1946 Apr. 30, 1953 

Iaborer 

Iaborer 

Feb. 17, 1941 To Date 

March 14, 1954 To Date 

I 
'I 

I 
I 



APIT1;DIX E 
PROCU.MATION EY THE T'RFSIDENT 

OF TEE UNITED STATES 

( 

ESTAELISHnlQ JOSHUA TREE NATIONAL ~OllWE?"l' 
Signed by !'resident Franklin D. Poosevelt, August 10, 193C 

T.HEF.F.AS certain public lands in the State of Call1'ornia 
contain historic enc prehistoric structures, end have situate6 
t~erecn various objects of historic and scientific interest; and 

'r'rl:J'EAS it appears that it would be in the rublic interest 
to reserve such lar~s as a national ~onument, tc be known as the 
JoshlUl. Tree I\aticnal MOlnllllentl 

NOW, TP.ERFl"OP.F, I, F'RANKLnl D. F.OosrvrIrr', President of the 
Uldted States of America, under end by virtue of the authori+y 
vested in me by section 2 of the act of June S, 1906. ch. 3000, 34 
Stat. 225 (U.S.C., title 16, sec. 431), do proclaim that, sub-
ject to existing rights and prior T.ithdrawals, the following-de­
sc1ribed lands in California er9 hsreby reservec from all foms of 
ippropriat1cn under the public-land laws .anel set apart aB the 
Joshua Tree Kr.tknal Monument. 

SAN B1'.lilift.P.DINO MF.f. !DIAN 
T. 18., F.. SE., secs. 19 to 36, inclusive. 
T. 25., R. ~., secs. 1 to 6, 11 to 13, inclusive, and thQse 

parts of secs. 7, 8, 9, 10, 14, 15 and 
24 lying ncrth of the ncrt.h bm:ndary of 
the Colerado River Aqueduct right-of-way. 

T. !S., R. 6E., secs. 19 to 36, inclusive. 
T. 25., p.. 6E., secs. 1 to 18, 21 to 26, inclusive, and those 

parte of secs. 19, 20, 27, 28, 34, 35, 
and 3C lying nort.h of aqueduct right-of-way. 

T. 35., R. 6E., tsd.part of sec. 1 lying north of aquec1uct right-of-way. 
Ts. 1 au! 25., R. 7E. (Psrtly unaerveyed) 
T. 35, F.. ?E., secs. 1 to 6, 8 to 16, 23 t.o 24, inclusive, and 

those parts of aecs. 7, 17, 18, 21, 22, 25 
and 26 lying north of aqueduct right-ol'~ way. 

Ta. 1 and 2S., R. SE. (Psrtly unsurveyed) 
~. 35., F. SE.,secs. 1 to 30, 33 to 3~, inclusive, and those 

parts of SBCS. 31 and 32 l~·ing north of 
aqueduct right-of-way. 

T. !S., P .• 9E"secs. 5 to 9 and 16 to 36 inclusive. 
Te. 2 and 33., P .• ~ (r&rtly unsurveyed) 
Ts. 1 to 35., F.. lOE (Partly unsurveyed) 
F. 53., R. 10 E., secs. I to 30, inclusive, and those perts cr secs. 

:31 to 36 lying north cf aqllE'Cuct right-of-way. 
Ta. 1 to 45., F. In: (Partly unsurveyed) 
T. 55., P .• llE., secs. 1 to 30, inclusive, and those parts or 

secs. 31 to 36 lying north of aqueduct 
right-or-wa,.v. 

~ 
1 
I 
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T. 65., R. llE., those parts of sees. 1 to 6 ~~1ng north of 
aqueduct right- Clf-way. 

Ts. 1 to 55., R. l2E. (Partly UllSUrVeyed) .. 
T. ~., P.. 12 E., those parts of secs. 1 to 6 lying north of 

aquenuct right-of-way. 
Ta. Ito 45., R. lJE. (Partly unsurveyed) 

45. 

T. 55., R. 13E., secs. 1 to 24, inclusive, and those parts ot 
secs. "g, 29, 30, and 31 1:,-ip.g north of 
aqcedcct right-of~way. (partly unsurveyed) 

Til. 1 to )S., p.. 14E (Part.ly UIlBUrVSyed) 
T. 45., P.. 14E., se~s. 1 to II, 14,to 23, 27 to 34, inclusive, 

and those parts of secs. 12, 13, 24, 25, 26 
and 35 lying west of aqueduct ri8ht-of-way (ur.surveyed) 

Ts. 1 aOO 2S., F. 15 E. (Partly unsurveyed) 
T. )S., R. 15E., secs. 1 to 19, ir.c1usive, and sec. 24, those . 

. parts of secs. 20, 21, 22, 23, 25, 26, 
29, 30, and 31 lying north cf agueduct 
right-of-way (partly unsurveyed). 

T. 45., P. l5E., those parts of secs. 6 and 7 l,vip.g west or 
aqueduct right-of-way. 

coptaining apr~0~~ate1y 025,340 ac~s. 

f.aroing is bereby.e~es~V' given to all unauthcrized 
persona not to appropriate, injure, destroy, or remove any feature 
of this monument and not ·to locate or settle upon any of the lands 
thereof. 

The Director of the National Park ServiCl'!, under the 
dU'ecticn of the Secretary of the Interior, shall have the superrl6ion 
m9Jl8gCoent, and contrel ot the reonument as provided in the act ot 
Coneress entitled "An Act To Establish a NatiollAl Park Service, 
and for other purposes." approved A~t 25, 1916 (ch. 408, 39 Stat. 
535, U.S.C., title 16, secs.· 1 and 2), and acta uPFlemantary 
thereto or &mendator" thereof. 

IN iUTNESS ~EOF, I bare hereu.."to set my haM and caused 
the seal of the United Stotes to be affixed. 

DONE at the 6ity ot 1'iashington this lOth day ot August, 
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred ane thirty-six and of the 
Independence of the Unlted States cf America tho one hu.'ldred and 
sixty-first. 

lsi Fr:lllklin D. Pocsevelt 
~ the rresident 
• lsi T.l11iam Phillips 

Act.ing Secretary of St·ate. 

I 
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Al'l'ENDIX C 
ADDRESS AT tEDICATICN CrRE!.!(;lNI' OF 

R!'ADQ1.TAFTERS EUIIDnlO or JCsrnA 'THE R"TIONAL )J.crllJ.ITl'll', 
TWfJlI'nITI!F. T'A!1I.S, CALIF:F.NIA' 

APfIL 3, 1954 
b7 

'PllIFIPA. liUl<"1 
RAlK: liD SAN!' A Ma lOT ANIC GARDEN 

CLAFJ!lONT, CALIF. 

SuperintelXlent King, (!1stingu1shed guests, 1ed.1es azxI 
gentlemen, I bellive you can undfil'Stsnd. s(E!!ething of my interest 
in the developnents that we have em" today to acknowledge and dedicate 
then I tell 1CU that '!1I1 first vistt to this spot 1I1lS in April, 1921, 
33 years ago this Illon"..b,. J.t that t~ I wee teaeh!ng at ~anona ; 
College and 119 hed all a visit-or and lecturer 1'Nm Earvilrd Uniwrdty 
to-=, one month a distinguished zoologist, Dr. Ge..rge Parker. t'\lring 
srping vacation rrry colleague, Dr. To. J,.. EUtoD eJ!d I Wide-=- the 
guidance of Mr. Fclmund Jaeger ot F.iyerside azxI Mr. ~. French Gilman, 
~rcEann1l:g;nbz:t;ugbtrh.;;:,:PlIFkec to see the desert. Mr. J8IIlger 
as most of you know, is an Cl)ld. hand on the tl~sert anc ~nch Oilman, 
who Wall ben-·n at Eia:cr.ing, _s of c=se BI!Other. His brother 
Art.!lur (a~'ri.:: Gt De,micg. Raymond B. Cowles then a student at 
iallona aDd now h6fessor or. lierpetoloa at U.S.LoA., and 11\ high 
school sonior free Five:rside. David D. Keck, now head curator lit. 
!rew York Botanical Oe.rden, were also in the ~arty. It lias a dq 
se.ason and very little was in flower, but Mr. J.aeger took' us to a 
num1:er ct out ot tile \'lay places, IlUch as Finyoniiella azxI through 
gret.t reck tcmatiC'nB which he c:e.llid wGarden of the Coda- azxI which ere 
now in the rresent lknument. There 1!e saw evidences ot .ar~ 
Indian occupation. Finally he brought us to thie srot. So 
ter &a I can remember I aaw onJ,y one building ileI:e and that wee a 
tUlllble dOml adobe without inhabitants eet human Il!;ture, at leeat. 
foe were delighted dth T1!entyn!ne Palma. Here in tAis very di7 
year lI8 fOlL'ld aD oasis with all that the name ~pUee. It lias a 
green spot with a ·small abeet or utero It 1I1l11 teeJrlng nth birds 
end Mr. Oi!r1an made a bird cellSWl. It was on this trip to th.t 
119 3J:ent SO!!lS days in the area and saw no other human beings save 
one or two Clen at sooe ot the semidei'unct mining clilis. Thf'n 1!e 
got back tc Claremont, Dr. rarlter said, "You could not have teken me 
to a mc-=,e L-ltl'lresting r"@gionJ I telt all the while as thou;.h we 
~ere on anothc-=- continent.w 

I c~uld not help thinki1¥' this Il!orning as we drove over f!"C1ll 
the ccastnl sBe to the desert, hew rapidly cheng!' he.s come to this 
v;hole regIon. Tr;entynlne l"alJ:l. is I:ot new on another continent. 
In fe.ct, it looked to me as though it mir,:ht not be mn~ years until 
the road fr~ Morongo Valley east will have to be zoned. so th~ck 
are the settlements beCO!lIing. I was irtrressed again by the 
importance of a region '-1ke the Joshua Tree lIational I!.o=ent being 
set aside not on1,,'" tor tho enJoy.:tent of those who want to visit the 
desert, but to preeerve in as llIIarJ,y its original torm as fCsdble 
the life ot that de .. rt. 
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Th~s~ of us who us~d to think of the desert as a place 
that belonged to no one. but to &11 of us, end "btl used to cemp 
in one cany(ln t\'len lllIother, reading about tree:Q' ,.itbcut tres]lCIBsillg 
on Pl"ovatP. pr~rty, find that "8 can no longer do 110. ~rr desirable 
spot, every spot with a seep or trickle, ill nOli filet' or. and haa 
siens r.Keep Out". lio", I em one of thcse 1nd1vidup,ls who like not 
only {o cemp on the desert far tun, but who like to study its life, 
particul:lrly its rlents. "creonr, I em one of those ne.1ve ~r80!'-B Oo! 
nbo 1iant to preserve fer i'ut>Jre genP.rations of tl":ls cO\!ntry ~rrE'sent,;. 
atlva areas and indigenous ille in all parts of the, country. To me, 
therefore> who have lived long enoUi!:h tc sse ush"red in two or three 
periods with different Dp]:T.Oaches to the st1ldy of liviDC organisms, it 
is i1tporte.nt that such Dreas be kept in as nearly their primitive state 
ell possiblE'. Each such poriod of study had new techniques and teaches 
us new racts about living crsatlD."es, their methods tJf adaptation to 
their enviroment, their possible or1g!:lS, their relationships, their 
uses. ' 

You will say this is alright in theory, but peopl.e have to make 
a liv1nf,'. Areas even on the desert have to be made use of. or couraa, 
they co. rut 1Ihat ."ill b9 reost usef'ul to 0 mankind as a ,.hole, It' 'I1B 
exploit all of an area, do lie not risk extinction of species and loss 
of conditions the. tbe future gener6tioIlB :night have fcum. value.bIe? 
1':e .,uat remember that the lio.1e.ve Desert is fast ch~. Grs.zing baa 
brought 'in =BD7 Furorean weeds ,..bich have fo11O'l<1!d the white man wherever 
he has gone, even to the desert. ~ee hC'll the F;ussien Thistle, tumble­
weed-mvsterd aJld other 1I8f!ds are IlO1I crowditlg out ll!BD7 of our o~n native 
mcre colorful annuals -which may not be BO aping (Il" of so d1sBf,I'eea°t.le 
flavor, toe nee get eaten by cattle, leadng tobe fielrl oren far theSf! 
F,uropean ilmIders. large deMrt plots lISt aside -dth state at federal 
protection em dth gre.zing restricted or rorbUden, give the original 
vegetat1cn the oppartunity to maintain itself against Buch inroads. I 
kno .. of no other ,,~. 

o Feeling as I do, you can liee why it is a great pleasure to me 
todo;r to ccr.e 'before you and r~ he-nor to those responsi.ble for the 
setting aeide or this area and for its developnent. So far as I IIlII 
aware we are obliFeted largely to the efrorls of one _an, JUnerra 
H8111llton Hoyt. Mrs. Albert Sherman Hoyt cllllla to Callt'oIn1a in the 
last part or the last'Century. She and her femily settled in South 
rasadena. She had lest her son, an:1 overCC!iie Tlith grief and despair 
she tlD."ned to nature far CQIIfort, driving about by harSf! and carriage 
or riding horsebe.ck. She cllllle to love the desert, its bigness, ita 
color, its grandeur. Rere she found healing and rescll. She insrired 
others with the love for it end as she SIlW mOre and more exploitation 
te.ko r leee, she yearned for the protection of some of the choicest 
spots. Thrcugh the :>aticr.al ruk Servioo she seoured the services or 
Ilr. Dan R. Hull, an exp!!rienced California lar.dsCE.pe srr.hitect, "ho 
drove over large putll ot the desert with her. Tot:etber they selected 
trscts which they felt had UllUsual features of one sort am another 
and 7:0l!1c! eerve as an outstanding example ot the CsUt'ornia dessrts. 
Ueanrnhile interest had grown until the CIlUt'ornia lerisleture ressed 
bills creating a state park here. Krs. Hoyt hored for national rather 
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than IItllte protection nne persuaded Govl'rnor Jemell Palph, Jr. to with­
hold his signature until she could exr-lore the pcssicility at T.asbing-
ton. She made personal visits to President Foosevelt ane ".r. Harold kkels, 
at that time Secreter:r of the IlIterior. 'l'be ~sident pran1sed her 
that be wOuld withdraw the region fran !aDd entr)' until proper 
1nvestegation and reccmnendation could be made. On October 25, 1933, 
he issued an Executive Order withdrawing atout 1, 136,000 acres in 
F.1vers1de and San Eernardino counties. 

Mrs. P.oyt held, and I. believe r1ght~ so, that a desert 
park must be luge, ~ith great panoramas, it it is to represent the 
desert 1'a1r~ and protect the desert lite sdflquate1.v. r.1th III;'" as­
sistance hand made books of pbotographs in color were gotten together 
to show characteristic desert scenes ane sane of the outstanding 
species of plants !'ran the region. These were presented to IIr. Ickea 
and the President to belp give them an idea of whJ' 118 telt this area . 
wott.b whUe. Articles were written describing the plant and an1mal 
lite. !he National Park Service sent out Mr. Poger ToU to 1nvesUgate 
the area and make recanmendation. He ceme, as I remember it, in the 
late taU when it was ver)' dr)' and cold. Io!rs. Hoyt and I spent several 
days teldng h1m e.bout and tr)'ing to show h1m bow l:ondl'Tful it aU was. 
I remember we rode in an open touring car, LIr. ToU and I on the back 
&est where 'I!e almost !'rcze in the cold r, w wind. F.e was a good sport, 
however, and chided !trs. Hoyt about her -parka (this werd being in . 
quotation marks). I.lr. ToU was fran a Denver family and his e~rience 
I believe had been largely in the P.ocky Mountain and s1m1lar rarke. 
lIra. P-oyt told h1m be could not see ~ ceauty in anytbing unless it 
hell water1'e.lls and lakes. V:.U, there was much good natured bantering, 
but we felt af'ter his departUl't9 that be wondered wbat ld.nd of crezr 
fools we were to want a desert .park. 

~e tried to emphasize in our cCJllllru%11cations to 1':uhington 
that only a hundred m11es fran T'IIentynine Tus there was an _eose 
and a rapidly growing populatien, that many of thse ,peopls felt the 
lure of the desert and enj0)"8d trawling to it tor longer and tor shorter. 
periods 01' t1me. Such a desert rark would mean much to great 
Dl.lIIIlJors. Death V~.Ue1wall already a Rational}.!onunent and , whUe 
futher away, was attracting thousands of viB1tors each winter. As 
I remember it, 1I.r. ToU 11&8 killed not II:IlD,Y lIontha a1'ter his visit 
here in an automobile accident and I have of course no way of knorlng 
whether he wsa in a large or a small way responsible for the dedication 
of this area, but I do know that hs was ~ gentleman and a man of 
high ideal for the r'ark Service. At any rate, on August 10, 1936, 
a presidential proclemation established a Joshua Tree National 
MOlnl:r.ent 01' 23S,25S acres. Because of the Los Anr,elea Aqueduct 
cutting across the southern part cf the reeion which they had envisicned 
tor their rnrk, those features r;ere an1tt.e~ .. hieh ley t.o the south 
01' the Aqueduct, inclucing such places as ainted Ce.nyon, Hidden 
Srrings end the ncrth shore 01' Salton Sea.' The rark Service could 
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see too r.l8lIiT administrative difficulties in having the liol1Ul!lsnt in 
two separate traotl. 

Howe ... r, SOO,OOO acres aM! not to be sneezed at as being 
inoonsequential. There aM! a variety of oonditions and regions 
altitud1nslly and t~graphioally. \':bile not 8B diversified al the 
larger re/don or1ginal.ly asked for, this BIII&ller acreage runl through 
two or three quite distiet life zones and begins with areas oharaoter­
iaad by Creosote rush and its assooiates, runs through what. I call Joshua 
Tree I\"oodland and euh.~~a in its higbV lUIIIIIIits in Pin)'on-
Juniper ?:oodland. It has about as fine views as the desert offerll, 
over vast e"J'&llSf!II of the Mohave toward the north, towerd the Coekscanb 
and neighboring reJlglll in the east, toward the Coachella Valle,., 
Salton Sea and Jmperial Valley to lIay nothing of the S.m,a Rosa Llrs. 
towerd the south, and of the San Jacinto and San Berllaldino Rangel 
towerd the 'II8lt. t has most interesting and tascinating rook fomations 
ot great extent. in picturesquenesl it otterl muoh. In lito ot the 
psat and ot the 'present it has IllUch ot interest. I.lr. and 111'1. 
Cs:npbell in their yeare at 'I'1I8ntynine Palm, found a "ea1th ot I!\ateria!a 
aM artUacts left by the Ind1an.a who inhabited the region, sane of 
these f'rem the 1I0lllllllent, but all from near at he.m, Thil oollection 
is now at the Southwest IlUll"\III ~,Ica Angeles. 

Plant and animal ure ot the v.oDUlllent are qu1fle rich for 
the desert. During the past tew thoUllsm years the .hole Sout.hwest has 
been getting dryer and wp.rmer and maD1 ~e1es of living organisms 
have had to retreat northllBrd or up the mountain II~s to maintain 
themselves. Many have rerlehed canpletE'ly, as did the giant sloth 
which lived on Joshua Tree lea-vss antl other t1dbf.ts. Others aM! 

left as relicts arid aM! on bir wrq out, their survival 18 not 
helped 17 droughts such as we have had the put few years. So, in 
the Llonment we find plants llka the fragrant tippia rrigbtl1 and 
the yellow-flO'll8red composite Pailostrorhe Cooperi, both ot which are 
represented here by a tew individuals, oceur again around the 
Providence and Clarke Mountains, and then in greater profusion in 
the states to our east. They ere undoubtedly iNch relicts. On the 
other had, '118 have relicts ot • more western and coast&! vegetstion 
now found in the San Eernardino and otber ranees t.o our welt, l-ut 
whioh at one time occurred here, for eJO:e.mpl. the succulent, Dudleva 
~, the little Potentills.u2t!?!!.l, and others. The lugest oak 
tree in the MOllUl:lent is undoubtl'l'lly sane centuries old. I have grown 
seee !Tan it and the aeedlings show great variability, sane rran1sing 
to be shruts 11ke the common scrub oak ot the retion and others 
shooting l .. p as it to be trees. Sane haw spuw-toothed small leaves, 
others larger !:lore deerly lO'l:-ed leaves like those of tl:e mountdns 

. Black Osks now .,ithin malV miles of this tree. \'iere there !!lane 
centuries baeld 

lOut in addition to such relict species the Momm:ent otters 
others that are almost conf'inec1 to its area, ememios so to sreak. 
Take for eJO:ampie the shrub in the CottoIn'!ood Srr1ne'e area,TetrecocOUll 
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Alversenl.1 of the recky areas a t ca. 4000 ft. 

/,nimals are not usually so local in distribution as plants. 
In geMral, the Monument has a good rerrEsent"tion of desert animals 
from the Eigr.orn Sheep and other mammals to bires and reptiles. To 
me this lest named group is particularly characteristic of the desort, 
largely I suprose because unless the day is really hot, they are in 
greater frominence than other animals. I refer esrecialy to the 
lizards, almost al'lla~'s to be found en sumlY rocks in cooler cays of 
in shade of bushes on warmer days. It is good to know that hsre is 
an aree. ",her" these "denizens of the desert- to use Mr. Jaeger's 
phras9, are F:'ot'2ct'2d anc ce.n be" e'Y.r:ectea to o·ccur. 

I was personslly greatly saddened by the movement a few 
years back &~ong local citizenry to chop off a large piece of the 
Monument as being of undoubtful mining value. I refer to the revision 
1;y Congress of the MODlm\ent's boundaries so as to reduce its area 
to 557,934 acres. From ~hat I have been arle te learn the mi~ing 
output since this reduction has not justified this action. I hope 
that at some time this acre,age may be in large part restered to the 
Monument. 

The National Park Service: has of course had its problems in 
corJlection .,ith the /'~onument, sc'me of 1.'!~ich hsve 1:een 7iith it fran the 
beginning and ethers ~hich are gro~ing ~ith ti~e. I r~fer in the first 
rlace to the unfortuf.ate situation that preveilec3. of much of the land 
being privately oymed at the time the t;onument "'as created. I may say 
here the.t the Pe.rk Service wanted M,'s. Ecyt to give money or to raise 
some among her frier~s for purchase of some of this land. U~~ortunate­
ly, the Monument was created at a time "hen privete funds were feeling 
the effects of the great depression and she ~as not eble to do this. 
It should be stated, hO'ilever, that Mrs. Hoyt spent a good ceal of 
her oVon money as well as much time in he.r efforts to enlist interest 
in the actual initial eree.tion of the ~onument. I understand that 
much rrogress has been made in ree.ent years in ecquiring privately 
pwned lands and the Park Service is greatly to be comrr.ended fer its 
suvcess. ~~other sort of rroblem that must be accute in any desert 
park used by a large mmlber of people is the slowness with v;hich 
vegetation in a dry area can reuperate frem mistreatment. I refer 
to such things as the gradual disappearance piece by piece of 
pinyon and juniper trees arounc3 the camp grounds in the Morrument. 
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Each ca~per needs a bit of wood and hF.cks off a branch, not realizing that he 
chops away a half century's growth. I do not envy the Park Service these 
problems; they undoubtedly have many others. I do feel that the fact that 
the Joshua Tree Nationsl tlonument was visited by almost 200,000 persons 
in 1953 is in itself a comrlete answer to any doubts ever held or exrressed as to 
the desirability of settinq asiile this vast. tract and opening it up·, with 
suitable ,,'~cauticn, for the enjcbyment of the public • 
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Today we fa~her to take recognl t.ion of a new deve lormimt in 
the Jcshua Tl'oe l':o.tional tilonClment. This deveilppnent .... "s made possibl.e 
in the first place by the recent generous gift of Mr. and Mrs. liarry 
:<:. Johansing, by Mrs. Helen F. Faries, and by Mr. & Mrs. James Chadwick 
of th~and on .... hich we stand, these 60 acres at the east end of the Oasis 
of T;7ent.ynine Palms. Although funes for the est.ablish'ller.t of an 
ailministrative staff became available in 1940, the Np.tional P~rk 
Service has not owned its own headquarters until now. With the 
construction of the attractive and most fitting building which we have 
come toiley to dedicEcte, a new ere begins for the Soshua Tree Nat.ional 
1.\onurnent. As you go a1:out in this charming place I am sure yeu all 
agree ~ith me that it is ~ost satisfactorily suited to effective 
administ.ration of the Monument. It will enable visitors to secure 
needed infcrmatiom. He!'e co.n be developed a small mus'cum exhibitim, 
the mos't int.erestil'£ and characteristic features of t"'e Monument. " 
Here can be establi~hedrra small botanic garden l'.aming the more conspicuous 
and characteristic plants to be found and to be expected in the Monument. 
Here can 1:e exhibited outstanding flov;ers in bloom in the Monument a* a 
given time. Here' at a phce so accessible to the public can be 
made available in a charmin~ and effective setting those things the 
visitor "",rots to s€e and knon. So, I say, this headquarters building 
marks the begin~ing of a l'.ev: era for Joshua Tree National ::'onument. 
I congr3tul~te ,you, Supe1'2intE'ndent King and your staff, on this 
notoble step forward. lt ",111 make possible a new a ttitude on the 
part of the public and of t.'1e Govern'T,ent toward theM'<inurnent. I 
hore too it means the beginning of other more comrncdious structures 
which may in time house permanently the various worthwhile collections, 
historical and ethnological, paleontological and biological as well 
as geological, that have been assembled or may be assembled for th,is 
region. It is a great thing to see this new development and 'to 
share in its dedication. I honor those who made it possible as well 
as those ?'ho hove brought the Joshua Tree Nstional !t1ontlIDent into 
being and to its present effectiveness. 
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1. f,ch~r.e~: ui! r.!w.n, A H"nlIboo!s £! ~ TTl'!! r.F.t,lr~l'.] t:ol':U!llf>n1 

2. Rocer.s, "'chn, 11£. r. .. ol('>!'"\" of t·nl'! J('>I\h\:e '1)~ !'"tier.el L;"mll'Il .. nt 

4. ~lllna1l'.q:ort br rdwar"- II. lacK .. nett lind tdwerd J. l{ataoZl 
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