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SUEJET: Deer JOpulation IStirnates on the Big Cypress 

Since 1978 personnel on the Big Cypress have heen cond'Jcting AnnuC',l 
tr'ac1c count:J .to establish trends in the dee~· poplllatio~s. Trac}~ c:;;J.Ilt:=; ~,~e~'"'2 
ch::::s(~'l becausn. they exhibited considerably r,Dre consisten(c\· th.ln the oth'~r 
methcxJs hre 11Cl\7e Li'ie·j_ ( SPJtlight cot.mts ~ l r' ~~ kill) . Of cc1 :-~;'se we aT'e 2\-.~.=~r~"? 
of the maiW vcu..,iables encountered IA!hen doin}.>; track coui1i.:s, such as +.'2-..,"lck~r~g 
conditions, time of year, experience of cmmter, etc, but He feel this is 
our best h1c1icator' of trends at the present rime. Fo;:'efully \ve c::-1 .=i.'l>':­

ment the track cmmts Hith aerial surve~r;.:;, PJ.l'ticulc;..rly in the area SC.11-'Lh 

of Leon R.oa.d 1·71-v:~re the habitat is more cond11siye to this type meth::vj. 
Star>t:inr: in 1982 r..ve r..vill be doil"Lg the counts and S\Jl .. Yeys TI·Jice a yc::.Y', 
iT:':nedi2t·2lv folloHin?: the h1.mtin>; season (late LTanuar.' ancl earlv Febl'' .. k'r·/) 
anJ again ~pproxinntely three months after the peak fa',. .. ,-ning perl.cd (t_\uk:.). 
I believe ·this will be consistent with the r•est of the management e>.reas. 

Inclosed is a table shoHing the population estimates and densitv 
estirrates of vlhite tai1ec1 deer, based on track counts, from 1978 to ]qnl. 
It must be noted that l9B1 r..vas the first ye-TI' in which a census F3~; done.:; 
on the Momrrnent Unit. The lew density on that Unit \·Jas responsible 
lo'.-Jel..,ing our overall densit·y f:r'cJm 1 deer rel.., 118 acr,-::s in l979 tc~ ;_ -i, .::~' 
pr:>r 1!~4 il1 1981. Considerim; all the variables inv1bved in thr:> C\?IGL:; 

mcthcd and the normal fluctua.tions in wildlife populations, I can se·::: n~ 
significant t-rends, upward or dor...m\•Jard in the population. 

I think Hhat is significant r.vhen looking at our population C's":~_m:tt' .. ':..' 
::..s that the cleP..r nre not distributed evenlv ove.r the area, but n.~; ·2::-oectcri 
are r:onc0"ntn1.teci in the areas conta:U1ing the besi~ hal>itat. 1\ r:oo:J r;x.lml'l-c~ 
is the LDop Road Unit. The ~tJestern ·portion of the an:a is pr:Un::trJ .. j ·: d. lart-c 
cypress strand with a pretty good density. The eastern portion, on the 
other hand, is primarily dwarf cypress prairie, poor habitat, thus a lo<:·T 
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deer density, but both areas are included in the density figures for the 
Loop Road Unit. 

Hopefully, we're getting better at censusing deer, minimizing the 
variables, improving the techniques, and most importantly, interpreting 
the results. 
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Fbpulation Thtimates and Density Istimates of white tailed deer on the Big Cypress Hildlife 
t1anagement Ar·ea, based on track counts, for the years 1978, 1979, 1980, and 1981. 

Unit Ibpulation Density 
Fstimate EStimate 

(acres per deer) 

1978 1979 1980 1981 1978 1979 1980 1981 

Bear Island 656 627 630 58lf 56 53 60 62 

Deep lake 435 330 323 338 110 145 140 133 

l1onumentl 1620 185 

Stairsteps 740 1102 954 1013 190 128 1lf7 140 

loop Road 5LJ.2 515 483 471 110 116 120 123 

Total 23?3 2570 2390 4026 120 111 118 144 

~e Monument Unit was brought under Management Area starting with the 1980-81 hunting season 
I 


