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MANAGEMENT SUMMARY 

This report documents archeological excavation at the Henry House site (44PW293) in Prince 
William County, Virginia, at Manassas National Battlefield Park The site is located on Henry Hill, 
south of the Warrenton Turnpike (Route 29), and east of Sud ley Road (Figure 1). Presently, the site 
contains the Henry House and an outbuilding to the north of the house. A Virginia rail fence 
defines the yard space around the house. The Henry Hill Monument surrounded by a rail fence is 
located in the east yard of the house and the Henry family cemetery is found in the west yard. A 
lane to the Henry House enters from the west at Sudley Mill Road. Another historic road trace 
connecting the property to Rock Road still exists in some areas. Several trees and shrubs are 
standing within the immediate yard area. 

The objectives of the investigation were twofold. Archeological testing was performed in areas of 
potential effect associated with restoration of the historic house and outbuilding for adaptive use as a 
Discovery Center. Areas slated for ground disturbance were investigated for archeological 
resources to comply with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended. This 
project also enabled archeologists to conduct primary source research and excavate in the area 
closely surrounding the house with the goal of identifying features associated with the Henry House, 
as well as the earlier Spring Hill Farm, and analyzing artifacts associated with the site's occupation. 
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Figure 1. Location of the Henry House, Manassas National Battlefield Park. 
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Archeological fieldwork was conducted in October, November and May of2002. Eleven 
excavation units (EUs) were completed around the exterior of the extant Henry House. The 
placement of the first several EUs was basedon information gathered during previous excavations 
performed by the Harpers Ferry Archeology Program from May-June 2001. During the previous 
excavations, remnants of a stone foundation were documented, extending from the exterior 
southwest corner of the Henry House. Unidentified stone features were also recorded along the east 
elevation of the house. 

Several architectural features associated with the Spring Hill Farm house were uncovered during the 
current investigation. These features include portions of a chimney on the north elevation (east side 
of extant Henry House), the southwest, southeast, and northeast foundation corners, and sections of 
the south foundation wall. Another feature recorded is a gravel deposit along the south side of the 
Henry House possibly representing a drip-line from the Spring Hill Farm house or historic fill. An 
unidentified brick feature near the southwest foundation corner of the Spring Hill Farm house is also 
documented. This landscape feature is believed to be associated with the early 20th-century 
occupation of the site. 

Artifacts were systematically collected across the site with a diagnostic range of prehistoric through 
National Park Service-era. Of note are several types of 18th-century English ceramic sherds, 
commemorative coins/tokens, Civil War ammunitions, and a quantity of colonoware pottery, which 
in the past has been associated with both Native Americans and enslaved Africans. Numerous 
prehistoric projectile points were also collected on the site. 

Staff archeologists at Harpers Ferry National Historical Park processed all artifacts. The collection 
was cleaned, labeled and cataloged into the NPS Automated National Catalog System Plus 
(ANCS+). Curation complies with the standards defined in the NPS Museum Handbook, Parts I 
and II, 36 CFR Part 79: Curation of Federally-Owned and Administered Archeological Collection, 
and the National Capital Region Archeology Laboratory manual. Artifacts are stored in archival 
plastic bags and cardboard boxes at the National Park Service Museum Resource Center (MRCE) in 
Landover, Maryland. An archival copy of field and lab forms, maps, and photographs are curated at 
MRCE. 

Chapter 1 is a discussion of the social history ofthe site. Primary sources were researched in order 
to construct a reliable history of the site's occupation. Although the earliest known occupation of 
the site and a tenancy is briefly discussed, the focus is on Elizabeth Carter and the Henry family 
occupation. The post-Henry ownership of the site, including the National Park Service era is also 
reported. 

A summary of excavations at the Henry House site is presented in Chapter 2. A review of previous 
archeology performed on the site is included. A stratigraphic summary describing site strata and 
megastrata is provided. Three megastrata were identified across the site, representing, 1.) a mixed 
context of contemporary and historic occupations, 2.) various historic occupations, and 3.) sterile 
subsoil. An overview and interpretation of features and artifacts collected during this study are 
presented in this chapter. A discussion on the archeological clearance at the site required by Section 
106 of the National Historic Preservation Act is found in Chapter 2. Anticipated ground-disturbing 
activities for the construction project are limited to installation of under-ground utilities and possible 
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conversion of the outbuilding into restroom facilities. It was agreed that the existing trench 
containing a waterline running from the Henry Hill visitor center to the Henry House would be used 
for new utility installations. At the time of this study, a decision had not been made on the use of 
the outbuilding. Once this issue is resolved, further Section 106 clearance may be required. 

Chapter 3 is a discussion of a minimum vessel analysis performed by Erika K. Martin Seibert, an 
archeologist with the National Register of Historic Places. The minimum vessel analysis is focused 
on a high concentration of colonoware pottery collected during excavations of the site. The pottery 
believed to have been made and used by enslaved African-Americans. A thorough review of 
scholarly work on the topic of colonoware is presented. The minimum vessel analysis was 
concentrated on attributes such as construction, size, finish, form, use, and clay source. The Henry 
House colonoware collection is compared to colonoware found on other sites across Manassas 
National Battlefield Park. Interpretation of meaning and use of colonoware is presented. Issues that 
have been studied in the past as well as new directions in the study of colonoware are presented. 

Chapter 4 presents a summary of the project and recommendations for future work on the site. A 
great deal of data was collected during the archeological excavations at the Henry House site. 
Information about the site's occupants was gleaned from the historic record, while physical 
attributes of the Spring Hill Farm house were uncovered in the archeological record. Material 
culture at the site exhibits a diverse collection of possessions by the occupants of Spring Hill Farm 
and the Henry House. More in-depth examinations of the combined data can lead to progressive 
interpretative programs in the park. 
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CHAPTER 1 

SPRING HILL FARMIHENRY HOUSE SITE HISTORY 

Andrew S. Lee 

After consulting numerous park documents and bibliographic references pertaining to the history 
of the Henry House, it became evident that these sources often contained erroneous or 
contradictory information. Some of these differences are discussed in the site history section of 
this report. With the reliability of these secondary sources in question, it was therefore decided 
to support the research, whenever possible, with information derived from primary source 
documents. Primary research was completed only as time allowed and on a limited number of 
research questions. While every effort was made to locate all pertinent information, no claim is 
made that all primary resources have been exhausted. Other researchers may yet find overlooked 
or additional information. 

The great majority of historical research was conducted at the Bull Run Regional Library in 
Manassas, Virginia. The library's Ruth E. Lloyd Information Center [RELIC Room] is an 
invaluable repository for materials, especially for materials on the antebellum period. Its 
holdings include microfilm copies of all surviving Prince William County records through about 
1870. These include will books, bond books, deed books, land cause records, land tax lists, 
personal property tax lists, and census records. Other materials consulted at RELIC include local 
genealogical records, newspaper abstracts, military records, maps, and unpublished manuscripts. 
For primary source records pertaining to the post-1870 period, research was conducted at the 
office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court and the archive record room at the Prince William County 
Courthouse in Manassas, Virginia. 

Early Land Ownership and Settlement Patterns 

The mid-seventeenth century was not only the beginning of 
significant exploration of Virginia, it was also the period when 
several notable immigrants arrived in the colony. A few of these 
immigrants represented families that would eventually assume 
leadership roles. Most of these men were from cultured English 
backgrounds and all rose quickly to positions of considerable 
social and political importance. Among them was John Carter, 
whose descendants, especially Robert "King" Carter (Figure 2), 
were instrumental in the settlement of the northern Virginia 
Piedmont. 

Robert "King" Carter (1662-1732) had been growing steadily in 
prominence among the political elite when he assumed the 
position of acting governor of Virginia in 1726. He had occupied 
nearly every office of importance in the colony including 
member and Speaker of the House of Burgesses, member and 

Figure 2. Robert "King" Carter. 
Carter's extensive landholdings 
included the area that eventually 
became known as Spring Hill 
Farm/Henry House. (Courtesy of 
Library of Virginia). 



president to the governor's advisory council, treasurer of the colony, rector of the College of 
William and Mary, colonel and commander-in-chief of Lancaster and Northumberland Counties, 
naval officer of the Rappahannock River, and agent of the Fairfax family for the Northern Neck 
Proprietary (Dabney 1971 :82-83). In addition to his responsibilities as a public office holder, 
Carter was extremely active in managing the affairs of his numerous plantations, lands that at the 
time of his death totaled nearly 300,000 acres and were worked by about one thousand enslaved 
laborers (Morton 1941 :63). 

The Northern Neck Proprietary consisted of over 5.2 million acres ofland lying between the 
Potomac and Rappahannock Rivers (Harrison 1979:77). From there it extended northwestward 
across much of northern Virginia, over the Alleghenies and into several counties of what is now 
West Virginia (Dabney 1971:93). Controlled initially by Lord Culpeper, land grants in the 
Northern Neck were made on the basis of head-rights, a system whereby a specified number of 
acres was granted for each person brought to Virginia by the grantee (Morton 1941:62). This 
system encouraged settlement, for even less well to do people could acquire modest tracts of 
land. Also, if the tract was not settled or developed in three years, it was subject to forfeiture. 
This threat of reversion ensured that the land did not lay idle (Harrison 1979: 132). When the 
Northern Neck Proprietary passed from Lord Culpeper to Lord Fairfax in the late seventeenth 
century, significant changes in the land allocation system occurred. 

Fairfax's primary interest was in collecting quitrents (money paid by free-holders in lieu of 
services which might otherwise be due from them), and not necessarily in the settlement of the 
region. Under the new system, grantees were required to pay a quitrent of two shillings per year 
for each one hundred acres (Parker and Hernigle 1990:9). In this way, landholders could hold 
vast tracts and not develop them, as long as they were willing to pay the quitrents. This resulted 
in large tracts held by a single owner and was a factor that contributed to the underdevelopment 
of the interior portions of Prince William County (Harrison 1979:132). In 1695 "King" Carter 
exerted his political influence to protest the way land was being underutilized. He filed a report 
to the Virginia Assembly's Conunittee of Propositions and Grievances in which he alleged that 
"a man may hold 50,000 or more acres of land by a secure title, and that without so much as 
actually seating or building upon it" (Harrison 1987:240). 

Carter's complaint to the Assembly may have been motivated by the hard realities of the 
tobacco-based agricultural system, upon which nearly the entire economy of the colony 
depended. The cultivation of tobacco as the staple crop rapidly depleted the soil. Land in an 
agricultural society was the basis of wealth and power and so men like "King" Carter were eager 
to secure large tracts. Carter himself managed to amass vast quantities of land primarily because 
of his role as administrator ofthe Northern Neck Proprietary, a position he held twice, from 1703 
to 1712, and then again from 1722 to 1728 (Morton 1941 :19-20). 

By 1729, approximately ninety thousand acres in the present day counties of Fairfax, Fauquier, 
and Prince William were patented in the names of Carter's various relatives (Harrison 1987:240). 
The territory patented by Carter was divided into six tracts: the Licking Run tract (10,227 acres); 
the Turkey Run tract (10,610 acres); the Kettle Run tract (6,166 acres); the Broad Run tract 
(12,284 acres); the Great Bull Run tract (41,660 acres); the Middle Bull Run tract (2,823 acres); 
and the Lower Bull Run tract (6,030 acres). Upon his death in 1732, "King" Carter's wealth and 
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