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It anpears, howsver, from surwveys conducted over the
last fauv.vearﬁ; that the leatherback turtlie, the most
sndangsred of all sea turitles, iz besoowming extinckt in the
B.V.I. In 1990, asrial an ground  surveyvs were conducted
regularly of all known leatherback nssting sites in the BYIL.

The 19%0 survey showasd only thres confirmed nestings at Trunk
Bay, Toricla, these nests could have besn madse by  the zaoe
female.

There are many reasone for  this decline 1n numbers,
these include plastic peoellution  In he marine environmant,

t
over Tlshing, development of nesting beaches, and the 1llegal
taking of both =ggs and nesiing females.

In the light of the survey resulits over  the last four
yEars, an amendment has besn drafisd to ths Turtles Ordinancs
declaring & total movatorium on leatherback turtle fisheries.
this amendement should coms into 1 2arly in 1991.
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2.  INTRODUCTION
The lsmathsrbaci o
TTrunk” as 1t 1s locs =
turitle in the wovrld. r T
the hesaviest specieen on record welghed over 2
l.satherbacks ars highly pelaglo, and will coms
& ¥ 1

According ko local fishesrmen there used to be up to =i
leatherbacks per night nesting on certain beaches during th
peak of the season in the 192280s and 1930s. Surveys in vac
vears show an alarming declinse in  these figuwrss, suggesting
that the leatherback turtle could be in immediate danger of
disappearing from B.V.I. waters.

This veport details the results of a comprehensive
survey of all known leatherback nesting beaches 1n the B.V.I.
during the nesting season,. March te  July, 1990, The surwvey
was conducted by  staff from the Conssrvation and Fisheries
Department, Minilstry of tlatural Rescurcas & Labour,
Sovernment of the B.Y.I. Financial assistance for the survey
4as obtained from  the World Wide Fund for  RNature United
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i 1985, regular  beach surwveys were conducted by fthe
z=yvvabtion Dfficer 1 . E. iettsoma’ and the Consevvaltion
tarntt (Mr. H., Limal. = x| From mid-

= uryeys  wWers conducited
arch to mid-June on  the novithea Tio
i ck turtle nested once at Long Bay Lambert on 17th

Iin addition in 1988, 1t WS reEpor ted that one
ieatherback turtle nested on  the southwestern coast of
Anegads, Lettsome (1989). However, after nesting, the turtle
was attracted to a strest lamp., she became discrientated and
dehydrated and subsequently died.

I 198%, regula C=E-Tud Ly , were conducted by ths
rvation Lo Fisheries

A
Ta
¥

stant (Mr. -t doe Lng

I and Mav, 1 imatherback

tracks wEve ssen. One of the recommnens v the 198%

urvey, Dambers and  Lims C1F8BY), M8 ST VEY S

should heve a wider geographicsl v omoveEr o all
ootential nesting sites sspecially A,
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Thyaes different metho By &
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-1 Aerial Burvevs

These surveys ware carvied outb twice weskly Trom Mavc
~Jutly, 1990, The airovatt used was a wing over cochkpit,
single engine, 4-seater Eessna piloted by M. WWOH.GL.
Bullimovre, a Tortola resident.

Beaches on Tortola, Beef Island, Peter Isiand, Sandy
Sandy Spit, Virgin Bords and édnegada were  sucveyed.
shows  th list of thes order in

=
besches surveyved and
oW, Flgure ficws H

1 LIV sy e
! light path. 3
b

=

ebwesrm 0700

an otficer from

ohesrs

During each asrial
Donssrvation ad !

and reaocord any

5 s - -y b S 4 j— -
A specialised =1 MEX : : I e levant
ohsarvatians,

5.1.2 Beach Walk Surveys

In addition to the aerial suwurveys, beach walk surveyvs

-5..
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TABLE 3 AERIAL SURVEY DATA SHEET

SEA TURTLE AERIAL BEACH SURVEY

Form 2: FLIGHT DA7- HECORDS Pnge__1__ OI_L__

Flignt ¢: 16 country B.V.I. State  —-—- Zones pate 15 May'90
observer 1J. Blok Observer 2_— kecorder J. Blok pilotB. Bullimore
Mrcraft__Cessna Time: S /;05 F 8:20 Speed__7() Altitude 150

Weather: O.u'mntpx' cloudy Prior 24 Hra._rainy Tidal State_]Qow Sea State 3ft swell
Ground Truth Survey Made yes Zone Record on File ¥€5

THE NUFBER OF CRAWLS

ZONE FRESH OLD Age Uncertain
Humber/Name Hour | Min. | Sec. [est Falsd UnkJNest [Falsd Unk]Nest[Fals{ Unk|Total [Species| Other Data
eadmans Bay

Sandy Cay

Sandy Spit

Trunk Bay 07 |30 X 1 D.C.

Rogues Bay

Josiahs Bay

Long Bay Lambent

Little Bay

Long Bay, B.I.

Savannah Bay

Pond Bay

Mahoe Bay

Plum Tree Bay,

Mt. Trunk Bay

Long Bay

Pomato Pt.

West End

Cow Wreck

Bones Bight

Windlass Bight

Soldier Wash

Loblol[y Bay
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Long Bay Best 1 Z B
viy beaches and  the purposse of thess
at any bor k were obserwvead =
ssiblity o 1ng =rassd by  poachers.
chks can v bie on the surfacs of the
1 davs provi are not deliberastely
hese beach i @arly in the
=t light, = Data sheots
zEe labls & samole dats  sheesht. The
zonducted by offilcers from the Conssvvation
255 umpﬂz tmant
. 5. Cambers Conservation Officer,
My, H. Lima Conservation Assistant,
Miss A. Morvis Conmsarvation Trainee.
In addition during March when the plarne was not

available, beach walks were carried out on the three above
named bsaches in Tovtola and Beef Island, the wsst ceoast of
Yirgin Gorda, the western coast  (arcund  FPomato Foint) and
northern coas »f Anegada.  These surveys werese conductsd once

T from  the Conservation and Fisheries

st o
a wesk by stafy
Deparitment

2suwig Donssrvation Biologist,
Congervabtion Trainse.
negada, the survevs were conduchted by Hrs.

of the beach walks was fto supplement

5.1.38 Ground Truth Surveys

FEYS ., bhen
kS atter  the
i tad by

Officer
If the ftrack ssen was o an accessibls beach, thesn the ground
fruth was rondnc+md by  car. However, 1T the track ssan was
on an inacoessible besch or island, then the Fisheries FPatrol
boat was used to complete the survey. Once on the beach, the
speciss of the turtle was confirmed measurements and

photographs were taken of the ftracks and an
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TABLE 4 COMPLETED BEACH SURVEY SHEET

SEA TURTLE NESTING ACTIVITY

DATE: 13th May 1990

WEATHER: Clear

OBSERYOR:Gillian Lambers

T1DE:Mid

SEA STATE: Swell ( wave height 3ft. )

SITE TIME TIME |TRACK |[SPECIES |TRACK |HWM [HWM- [HUMAN
START END WIDTH YEG ACTIVITY
Josiahs Bay | 05:30 )05:40 | No - - - - [|Tyre tracks
from sand
mining pit.
Long Bay
Lambert 06:05 106:15 | No - - - 10m None
Long Bay ,
Beef Island 06:25 |06:40 | No - - - |7m None
MAP OF NEST IF FOUND:
None found

-11-
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(i1 Due to the speed with which the asrial swvey could be
onducted, it was possible to swvey all  the Enown
nesting beaches twice a week. This enswred that,
barring human interference, no tracks ware missed.

(111} When conducting a
was sesen from the =
periods of moderat 1
be ssenr At all from
that in 3

-
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covduoted, tracks may have bean uum\IJa:
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Howaver, 1 the BE.V.I.. the oil from the lIsathevb
turtle 1z Etlli 2 much sought after prodoct, s poaching is
mt1ll a very veal pessibility. If is thersfore fslft that the
seri = o5 h  fthe besach surveys provides the
hest ; f populations of lsatherbachk
Burk Conservation arnd Fishsries
Dep s Witk the local trunksvs.
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BT VEY . The size chs were similar in sach case
it wouwld appesar tha ks ocould have been made by
same individual.

On tath  June, 1990, a local trunker, Mr. A, Fresman,
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TABLE 5 COMPLETED GROUND TRUTH SURVEY SHEET

SEA TURTLE NESTING ACTIVITY

DATE: 22nd May 1990

WEATHER: Clear

SEA STATE: Swell (wave height 2ft. )

OBSERYOR: Halstead Lima

TIDE: Low

SITE TIME TIME |TRACK |SPECIES |TRACK |HWM [HWM- |HUMAN
START END WIDTH VEG |ACTIVITY
Trunk Bay 2:30pm { 3:00pm| Yes |Trunk 1.96m{21m | 30m | None
MAP OF NEST IF FOUND:
EAST WEST

VEGETATION LINE

A

HIGH WATER MARK
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.05 .50 Truvk HBay, Miss Morvis, (CFD) i
Tortola. during asrial
survey. LConfirmed
with ground
truth survey.

14.08.90 Trunk Bay, My AL Freasman c. 13

Tartola. {local trunker).

Confivmed by COFD
1ER ovround

Eruth surwvay
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information
=545 ha

Thare was an wncontirmed report that a tuvritle {possibly
h was slaughte Ed on the north coast of Tortola in
1% hare Was also an wncont irmed report of
ie therback hatchlings at Long Hay, Heef Islavnd on &l
February 1990, Ther2 was ancther uncontirmed report of
leatherback hatchlings being sighted in Biras Creek, Virgin

Dorda in July 1990, However, none of these veports could be
verifisd by the Conservalbion and Fisheries Desparitmant.
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Even allowing for long fevm  neEst
the past four
declins. Inma ] =3
2re may hawve been only ans female nesting in
Tortola and Beef

gd over th

The swveys for 1987 to 178% were not as comolete as in
199%, Howsver, the L1990 survey, which was a thorough,
aexhaustive survey, clearly showed that fhe SHEC1es is

[s]=1w
seriously endangered and may be nearly extinct in the B.WV.I.

Curing the 1?90 survey the Conservation and Fisheries
Department worked closely with a local frunker, Mr. A.
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