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Description 

• 
• 

Reef Bay estate is located in a narrow jalley on 

the south coast of St. Johno The estate cOYers 

most or the valley and ~rts of the steep bills 

which form ito The estate buildings !all in '"' 

three groups: the Esta~ House group, the "No 

Factory" group, and the "Village." Trails conneet 

the groups and lead to Lameshur Pay on the east~ 

the Main Line to the north and _Genti Bay to the 

west. In addition, a trail leads to the Indian 

Falle, on a small b.rook within the estate that 

cascades ·o..-er a seriM of rock outcrops on the 

wee1i wall of the valley., 

General Hi:story The present estate canbines in part or 
' 

completely the two older ~states of Little 

• '' 
Reef Bay and Parf'orce shO'IJil in the III Quadrant 

i ' 
of St. John on Po L. Oxhols* s map or 1780., 

Parforce eeems to ba?e been the first aettled 

and is mentioned in, local court recordlJ of the 
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18th cen t~ry. 

aame map, i but is 
' ! 

&Tailablelrecorda.' 
I 

located on 
the Estatf 

twice durtng the 
! . 

by Ao M. tol'th frOlll A, 

latter in the aame ar by L. De 

date is ~rked on 

~tate Holee and is 
I 

erection.~ ~ring 

both Esta~ee -Pa ... ,.. ............ 

Bay (1856~ we~· 
Eng lie hmah b~rn ·on 

~o h~s dafghte:r, M 

overseer hf the ea 
I 

At th• t~e of his 
'-I 

inheritedi'by· his .... -~ .. l'> .. 
I 

I - .· ' 
t.2/ l' •. Fau~ko 

I 
' I 

{1864) ·and 

rs who 

Aoeordingj to M ra. E Daniela and 

~o~ ..... Jensrn, thi.re 

l-uild_1ng8 1 beai<tes 

• 

firs-t ;aequired 

thrcltlgh the 

I 

.19th ~entury 

arsh, eiD ... 
~ accof!ding. 

Thaaas, the 

._Qinerlo 

'estate wai 

pr'operty 

r sister, 

of 

~( .. . 
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The Estate 
Fiouse Group 

f 

~ 
., l 

t 
I 
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group called "Cow-Cow" beyond the vilh'pe to- ~ 
wards the Main Line and some etabh.s by the ;\ 

! 
'Vangos." The~ identified are2s t:y their 1"\;._..,._ 

tionship to speeific tree~ and natural landmarks 

not observed during my stay at the Bayo HoweTer, 

it is possible that Cow-Cow are the ruins of one 

of the two mills shown between Parforce and the 

"Old Worn" on the Main Line on Oxho~ 1 s map" 

The Mangos seem to have _been west of the estate 

house in the valley. 

The Estate House group is located on a spur of 

the east flank. of the valley appr:ximately 3/4 

miles in frcm the beacho A steep trail branches 

off from the main trail to Lameshur Bay and 

swinging north and east arr·und the spur approaches 

the Estate House from the nc·rtho The p-rr:up 

consists of the Estate House proper and the 

rain• of the seryant.s quarter.~ the ki tchenSI. 

the stable and the outhouseo The Eetate House 

is backed up againllt the rising hill nth .the 

stables and \he .outhouse 'to the! nortlast ~nd 
the kitchen and servants quarters to the westo 
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The servattta aro located ~n the samo 
I 
I 

level as }be main e and sligh ly to the 
I 

llne with t+ quarters nortn.; t~ kitchen 

but lowerf . A wall separy..tes the 
I 

Estate H~se from t 
I 
I 

The selec~ion of si , the placing of the build-

ings and their plan 
I . 

show a fine ap reciation 
I 

for the 1fa1e. 
To the no~h there s a view of th valleY: u 

it narrow and f To the 
I ' 

south thejview is the Fay 
I . 

with Fren~h .Man~ 
i 

I 
ground wr~le the Falls acro~s the valley 

I 

The narrow! back yard face the tstate e. 
I 
I 

rock wall of the steeply' 
I 

against t~ natural 
' I 

I I 
rising hip is ry to th~ wider views 

on the 

' , I 
variety t? the experience red 

~t :~ ··t( .. fl!e 
-> ' ~ t ·i ': iii . 

,t 1' t ;(!' ~ q~ rters ve been 

an undulylimportant position on 

This may ~ve been or lack of :flat I land 
I 

I 

suitable tor bui 0 However, 
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1-

2- Reef Bay Estate House, back porch looking south. 
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3- Ser~ants Quarters 
stucco. 

i 

L- Estate House seen tbe to~ or the 
roof is 1/4 way down the,hill eft of center. 
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has capitalized on thea by using them to draaa-, 
. I ~ ~-

tize tbe apP.I'Oach to the b:ouseo They' btk the 

view or :the house from the access t~il 'so that. 

after the gli.lftJJ8es .or the house frc:Af: the low 

section or the. trail yciu do not see it ai4i!'l 
~- " 

until you turn the corner of the ser:yant.s 
,, ' 

quarters and are immediately in front. or the 
' ' . 

·gate post looking up at stair of the rrent 
... 

The Main House ie small, but lVls a ~~ deal 

of arehitectura.l quality. It is fol"'!lU and 
•'( 

symetr:i.ca.l, with classical revival details 

carefully balanced inside and out. · It.s plan 

1takes full .idvantage of thE" ·site ~d its end 

· -..' galleries, an· unusual feature. in .a Welt··. · 
~J'; 

~ Indian house,· are ;;_ conee~ion .to it. ' ~11 
the 'structures of this' group are built frail 

a · lQCal etontt with brick uaed in cofn.ering'~ 
. . _,\.'. :_ . ; . ~ 

'arches and trim .. ·'!:hey are all stuccoed and 

.painted.. The .. J~JaU ho11ae has a;· flat briek 

roof O'ler its entrance canopies ·and over its 

galleries whil• the central section has a 

hipped roof~ The other s,tructures, as far as 

• 

.. 

.,t' 

" " { 
' ' 



The "new• 
~oup! 
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With 

There 

other 

their 

the 8 

their 

saddl~ roofs. 

All roofa 
' 

determined. 

i 
habi~able. 

The 

of 

ti.ely 200' 
' 

vatley. 
' 

u~L~~·~~L~, a gr~nding 

plot. plan) . 
I 

exce~t !or 

fril~ents. 

tion <!lf the 

had hipped or saddle roofs. 

• 
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All buildings are 
t 
i 

in :ruins. 
' I 

! 

The walls stand to 

their full height and.pmve a sound fabrico They 
! 

still cal-ry traces of their finishes. There is 

I 
a great deal of vege~tion on the aite and 

throughout the factor,t and the walle are in 

danger of destruction~ All floors are covered 

by debris and tae draina and firing tunnels are 

choted. lo original: roof remaiM i lherej 

exceptions occur to these general condi tiou 

the7 are mentioned under the eection to which 

they pertain. P • 1.. bxholm 1 s map of 1760 show• 

three buildings on the site or the present 

group of buildings , b_\lt. no grind;!.ng pla tr orm o 

The faotorY building I • 

The factory is a, o~ling one !!tory building 

With a ecuplex ·plan •. It appears to have been 
i 

built in several stag&s ~d.1t hae four 
i 

obset"Yable divieioaa ;(see plot plan). Ther are: 

(ITt~ chimney, a b~iling beneh.~ad the cistern 

on the nort.h side o! the faetoeyJ (2) the f\Ort.h 

wing ana the central portion; (3) t.he gallery 

to the east and (~) the boiler house aDd 'stack 
- 1 ". -· . l. • ....... _ , "' I i . . r .j ~ t 

to' the sOu.th. l' ·t 

7 
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of section one c • 
It has the same 

and may be c ontem 

Jntodueing 

The T to 

P. L. layout 

(see contaiina the 
I 

e 
the T ~leo has 

' 

the fotf storing 

and • i The 

' 
I 

ment as work ~d finials 

at the 

(18Llt) 

The west s a new ct"im.ped 
' ' 

metal t house by the 

' 
e 

foot wide to the east of 

0 or the former 
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• 
continues through the jointure of the two seotions 

which establishes section ihree as an addition, 

however, it is probably an earlier one to judge 

tram the sameness of construction details. 

Section four, the boiler house, was planned 

around the machinery it still houses. An oven 

extends under the north end of this section and 

is connected to the stacko There is sufficient 

machinery left for a layman to follow the general 

lines of syrup production. The machinery is marked 
. t 

• ,. !_ ~ 

W. Ao lfcOnie Glascow 186lo ·The' connebtion :.Uth ' 

the grinding platfonn is still in existence. The 

functions of the latter are obscured by its 

l"Uinuous condition and its cover of dense vegeta-

tion. The construction details of ,Jection four 

are different from the main ,ody of the factory. 

' 
T-he window openings have wood lintels and the 

roof was hipped. 

The grinding platform 

Ttle grindi.ng platform is a roughly circular plat­

form approximately 80 feet in diameter raised 6• 

• above the surrounding ground level and bounded 

9 



~Y a re. cane ·crushec,l here 
., 

and the lfetas~. 
I 

The. 
' 

connecti 0 

; t 

BO\lse 1 
. ~ . 

The sma~ wobden shown on plan Jas 
' 
' . 

built as owner !about 40 

years ago~ • roqfed, · all w~odwork 

:1 

1s in poot c ondi ti 

'1. ' 
"-· ."!-: t.: , ', ,,;,r 

House 2. 1 

Only two 2. It 

is a ma• 

roof. 

Vrs. E. 

·there ie "'"'1t.m••",. the factory 

and the ·;tr<»k the . 

cistern. 

There is 
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5- 13oi1ing Bench to . 

' 
t 
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8- F!o~ling House, Machinery against 

9 - Boiling House, 
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The "village" 
and. the old 
factory 

.. 
A grouJi ~ ruir)s is l~ated straight north of 

H 

the Estate House on the trail to the Main Line. 

It consists of two small dwelling houses on the 

road and the remains of a sugar mill in the bush 

approximately 40 yards northeast of the road. 

The vil ls.ge 

The two dwelling houses are in ruinous condition, 

and partly collapsed. Their principal intereet is 

their construction. House 1 (see plan) is a waddle 

construction. House 2 is a wood frame on a stone 

base (see sketch), sL~ilar to the construction 

used in the structure of the fort at Coral Bay. 

The "old"factory 

The "old" factory consists of a series of ruins 

of a sugar milL The site is densely wooded, 
• 

however, you can still locate the grinding plat-

form, the factory building proper and the cistern • 

• The ·latter is standing in its full height. '!'he 

standing walls vary ill from ) 9 to 15'. It would 

be difficult to determine the appearance of the 

structure when standingo It is, however, feasible 

to reconstruct the type of sugar mill and the 

general lines of production. 

11 
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Description 

• 
FOR'I'BERG HILL 

Fortberg Hill is a'conical hill on a small 

peninsula between Coral Harbor and Hurricane 

Bole in Coral Bayo 

The Fort, in early accounts called "Frederiksvaern••, 

is located on the summit. Foundations of an 

unidentified structure are immediately west of 

·the fort (see sketch) and a shore battery on a 

pramotory to the southeasto 

General History The fort and the battery were part of a larger 

defense system of Coral Bayo 

The first fort on the present site was finished 

in 1723o When it ris begun~' is not knowno It 

is however~ shown on the Gevard ~an Keulen 

map of l719o Its purpose was ~discourage the 

English settlers of Tortola in their claim of 

Sto John and to protect the Danish settlement 

(1717) 

The old fort was a group of modest buildings 

surrounded by a dry stone and earth wa1lo This 

played an imp0rtant pa~t in the slave uprising 

of 1733. 

12 
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It was abtndoned 

mentionediin the 1 

the Danisfi Crown 
: 

on and. is not 

transfer between 

the grant~ng of 1"\Wlrua•q 

settlement.lo 

present structure 
1 

especiall~ since 
1 

government: at an 
i 

Fortberg H~ll is 

as far back as 
i 

A magazine! was 
I 
I 

mentioned ~n 1760 as 

on the sitt' of the 

of 1780. 

The defens~ system 

armed posi~ionso 
I 
! 

Le Duck's ~sland is 

be Turner dr Monr 
I 

This accor~s with 

Caroli~a Fs1tate that 

point. 

' that the 

period.9 

by the Danish 

ownership of 

rec.ord in St o Thomas 

A magazine is also 

a battery is shown 

L. Oxholm 1 s map 

two add;i.tional 

the Gevard van Keulen map of 1719 

ortified and a peninsula which may 

t is labelled "the new fort'' o 

illiam Marsh of 

e is an cannon at Moor 

•• 
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• 
Frederiksvaern 

The existing fort is a rectangular enclosure 

with Basti~ns at the corners. A house was 

located in the center or the enclosure" An 

arched gatevray leads througt. the we.:>t wall 

or the rorto There are several openings in 
:.z$~, 

the walls, gun slits, windows~ etco (see 

sketch)o The four bastions ~ppear .to have 

had gun decks 2-3 feet below top ot~the wall 

with rooms below them o Their remains r~a:n r.t: 

traced. A staircase on the south wa.i..J. leao.l!l 

to a continous walk along the top or the 

wallo 

buildt on a platform 4' above groundo It 

hgd stone walls up to the heirpt of the 

window sills. The upper part was either a 

wattle constructi~n between posts or a wood 

frame construction; probably the formero 

The walls of the fort stand from 9~ to 101 
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except'in;areas shotn on plan. 

a rough field stoneland brick .fra 
. I 

is used i~ cornerin1 and arches. 

stuccoed but finish~s have deteri 

masonry is 

tso Brick 

1 walls were 

ted completelyo 

The interiior walls 
I 

1 

crumbled and 

the entir~ area is e vegetationo 

The fort has a c~~a, ding position and would have 
: i 

a magnific~nt views lin all dire , except for 
I the vegetationo I 

" I 1., 

The Vagazife 

The Magazi+• (see ~kttch} is buildt from Field stone, 

The walls fre appro4'ately 6• hei t and drop off 

about 10 1 1n the outdideo The ne commands the 

entrance td Coral BaJ and to Hurri e Hole" Six 

old cannon~ are stil~ in place burried under 

I 

I 

debri:!Q I 
I 

I I 

I I 
I I 

: I 

~5 
i 

• 
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12- Maga$ine Embrasure fac 

13- Fort~erg Hill tram ~-.,.~ .... 
Bay. ! Magazine anMl far 
promqtory. 

Magazine digc~P.~r\1 

the edge 
promotory. 
in relation 
of Bay. 
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SCOPE OF THIS REPORT "-

The lnfol'lllation for this repOrt was gathered on a { 

trip to the Virgin Islands :1rom November 22 to 

J November 27. Four and a half days were si)ent on 
·4 'i . • , 

St. John at Reef Bay and Forth.:erg Hill_ and one day 

J. in Charlotte Amalie. 
I 
l 
l_ Lack of time eliminated.~ thorough study, and it~ 
). 

is felt a cons.,.,d.Eiraue· amount:'·of material bo~h :1.n 

recoi-d8 ·anl! in the field bas been left untouched. 4 • - . 

~· .. , 
,Following records were consulted: 

' 
4 - • ::: 

1 ·I"'> ~cUrt records, St. Thancu;, Virgin Ial~nds 

·f··. ·-2~ 
-<)' ,-...· ~'· ' 

' .. · J., . . 
·, •,. 

j 4 . i~ ... 
J 5 
~- . 

P •. t. 'Qxhol.ll - ~P or st. John 11eo (puh.lffilo) 

P, L. Oxholm·- Sucker Koeller 

·.c. F. · Pailudan -" Blade ef' de Veatindistce· 
, ,. . Oers H:istorie : . :"". 

' . . 

~ard Yan · ~11~n -)tap of. St~ .'th~ a~tt'or .. 

• 

'' ; ' 

'1 " -'. Harbor in ·st. John published· 
in AmSterdam 1719 · .· . -"'.,· 

6. A. Broendsted - Vore ~~le Tropekolonier 
" . 

7. 
i 

Kay Le.ra~n ~ Da~sk Vestindien 
,,t ·a. , 

·. 3 Nov.•54 

~. 

i6 

,.J' 

" ! 
.•-t:_' I 




