‘ :3{‘3‘

than Mral‘ly fmmd in the old sstates. The main

bnzwng is o special merit.‘ The faCtory witrx 1ts .

mﬁchinery and the“éther utthy buildings clearly

demonstrate ﬁie functiening of a sugar producing

estate. ,F ool ks T T Yy
» &9

q.»

’m fm &t Fdrtbefg Hi‘.‘:l i.s a typieak»’,&fith century

ortlfiqa’t:.on angd pJ.ayed aa mpqrtant &r& in thf







Description

General History
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REEF BAY ESTATE

Reef Bay estats is locaped‘in:a narrow valley on
the south coast of St. John, The estate covers
most of the valley and ﬁﬁ;ts of the steep hills
which form it. The estate buildings fall in *
three groups: the Estate House group, the ™ew
Factory" group, and the "Village." ?rails connest
the groups and lead to Lameshur Pay on.the east,
the Main Line to the north and Genti Bay to the
west. In addition, a trail leads to the Indiap
Fallyz,k on a small brook within the estate that

cascades over a serieés of rock outcrops on the

west wall of the vtlleyn

The present estate combines in part or

completely the two older gatates of Little

Reef Bay and Parfarce shown im ‘the IIT Quadrant
of St. John on P, L. Oxholm's map of 1780.
Parforce seems to have been the first settled

and is menticnad in.local court records of the
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18th eentury. Litt e Reef Ray is marked on the
same map, but s no mentioned before 1833 in

aiailﬁblc B . The present Estate Hoqse:is

locatéd on lgnd.whi h seems to have been ﬁaff‘of

| Thié eﬂ£atetchangeq %aﬂdi
twice durﬁng the year 18LL. It was rirstaéquirédb'“
by A, M. rorth from’Ao Eo.Vetter,‘and thfoﬁgh the |
latter in the same year by L. D. Smith. This
date is rknd on the ga%é post of Reef PRay

Estate Ho‘se and is probably the - dnte of its

| erection° During the middle of tje 19th eentury
both EstaLeq~Parfo (186L) and Little Rqe!
Bayi(1856b we:g'acq+ired,by w. HAILarsh iﬁ
Englishma% bdf@‘en ortola., He wms, according |
§p his davghtery Mrs. Daniels, of St. Thomas, the
overseer Lf the estates for the pmvious-dihers°
At tho~tiﬁe of his %eath (1909) the estate wad
vinheritcd'by.his daughters who sold the property
¢ F. Faulke | o '

“LAcccraing to Mrs. EteDaniell and‘her sister,
Mru;~Jenéen, there ‘

re two additidnal grqup§ of -

buildings| besides thc three menticned aboves &




Thé Estate

House Croup

¢

group called "Cow-Cow" beyond the villare to- ,ﬁ
ﬁards the Kain Line and some.atabi»s by the i
"angos, " Tﬁay%identified areas ty their rc.s&-
tionship to speéificytrees and natural landmarks
not observed dﬁﬁing mj stay at the Bay. However,
it is possible that Cow-Cow are the ruins of one :
of the two mills shown between Parforce and tho‘:
"0ld Works" on the Main Line on Oxholm's map.
The‘Mangos seem to have‘béen west of the estate

houéé in the valley.

The Fstate House group is lccated on a spur of
the east flank of the valley apprcximately 3/k
miles in from the beach. A steep trail branches
off from the main trail to Lameshur Ray and
swinging north and east ar-und the spur approaches
the Estate House frem the ncrth. The group
consists of the Estate House proper and £he

ruins of the servants quarters, the kitchen,

the stable and the‘outhouse° The Estate House

is backed up against the rising hill with %hg;; g
stables ap¢ he .cuthouse 'to théinortgéast ;nd

the kitchen and servants quarters to the west.
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E 1quarters

The servants quarte

© level as ﬁhe main h

are located

on the same

e and slightly to the

north; th¢ kitchen in line with the quartors

but 1ower%‘ A retai
Estate Ho%se from t
Tho/seleckion of si
inga and #helr plan
for the l?cale.

To the north there

it NATTOWS and fold
south the]view is

with Fren&h'Mans Ca

1,
grounc wh#le the Indi

facé the ﬁstate Ho
a gainst the natural
rislng hi}l is comp
on the otper sides
variety £$ the spac
e . ?he

Iave been

an unduly|important

at the 31

ﬁ :‘»*.

This may &ave been

suitable for build

ing wall separates tho

e kitchen,

e, the placing

of the build-

show a fine appreciation

s a view of the valley as

intoc the hill

de and overloo[s

and St. Croix

€. The narrow

To tbe
the Pay

in the back-

an Falls across the valley

back yard

rock wall of t%e steeply

imentary to the wider views

f the house an

‘al experience

given a

ncountered

tehen éﬁd;the-Férvénts’

iven what appehrs to be

position on the site.

or lack -of flat

g. However, t

land

he builder




1- Reef Bay Estate House, front

2- Reef Bay Estate House, back porch looking south.




3= Servants Quarters on of
stucco.

Eanclcn
|

/ ; . |

[ e

- TWstate House seen from the top|of the Indian
roof is 1/l way down the hill left of center.
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has capitalizad on them by using t.hem to dma——

lktha

tize the approach to the house. They b
view of t.he house from the access trail 'so that
after the g]impses of the house from the low

gectlon of the trail you do not see it again
until you turn the corner of the servants

‘quarters and are iimnediately in f‘ronfc. of the
‘gate post,lgoking‘ﬁi)' at stair of the frent

U

entrance,

The Main Honse is small, but has a gmt deal

of architectural quality. It is formal and
— ‘symett.'ical,"w'iﬁh classical reéiv,al detdils

carefully balanced;”insidé and out. -Its plan

takes full advantage of the pite and its end -

S

o gal leries, an’ unmal featura in'a Weit.

Indian house, are a conceasian to it. vA‘_ill
lthe structures of this group are built frcmf : ',
a local stone with- brick nsed in cog'nering,

| S»arches ané trim They aré all stuccood and

| ;gp.i‘ntedo Tho main houao has a flxt brick
rdof aver its entrance canopips and overrits’ “
galleries while the central -seci{.ion has #
hipped roef. The other é,truétdres;"as far as

* .




can be determined, seem to have hdd saddlé ‘roofs.
The main house ié in good condition. All %roofo 3
appear sound as do the fléors and |the wooc#work._
The condition of the cistern was hot dete$mined.
¥ith minar repairs the house will be haﬁiﬂéble.
There is neither plumbinggnor' electricit'yi The

other buildings are in ruins , however, tréj,ceé of

their function are still clear. The walls of

the servants quarters and the stable stanci to

Ve

their full height.

The ™mew® The "new" factory is located at approximately 200
factory group 1

from the beach on the west side of the ‘nraj:,ley°

A e - ——————t

It 'conéisrts qf the fact;oryl buildir.g, a grijnding
platform, and two small houses (see plot plan)
A1l buildings afe masonry étmctﬁz-es exf:épt for
House No. 1 (see plot plan). The maépn»ry%il of

@ local field Btoné mixed with brick fragments.

o Brj,éks are used fér arches, comers and t:jrim.v |
The walls are stuccosd, The main bgdy.ofixhe
factory had fa flat‘.A brick roof‘ laid ion b‘eams and
rafters (see sketch). The south gection of the

factory and the houses had hipped |or saddle Toofs.

it
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. C o All buildings are in ;"u.’ms. The walls stand to

their full height andéhave a sound fabric. They

st1ll carry traces of their finishes. There is s

S

a great deal of veget.;ition on the site and
throughout the factorsv a'nd the walls are in
danger of destructioni, A11 floors are covered
by debris and t.hn drainl and firing tunnels are

cherd. No original roof remains, ﬁhereg‘

exceptions occur to these general conditions
they’are mentioned under the section to}which
. = ' - they pertain. P. 1. bxhe'lm's map of 1760 shows
v three buildings on the site of the present
group of buildings, bp_.t no grind_ing platfomo

' 'The factogy buildirgg‘ "

: The factory 1s a sprawling one story building

m,th a complax lan. I appears to have been
b

built in several atages and it has four

observatle divisioms (see plot ‘plan). They are:

i mgeye

(17 the chimney, a bdiling bench aad the cistern

on the north side of the factory; (2) the north
. o ’ : o \wing" and the central portion; (3) the gallery.

to the east md (h) the boiler house and stack

. L I G
. B *?- t TR R 9‘ R R Y

to the south. ' a




The relat
. determined.
section two

In later ]

of Bay

present
Seétion ti
gection two.

sections two

ive age of

hree 1S a

It has

and may

There
and thr

-

section one cduld not be

the same stuccpp type Qs

be contemporary or older..

en was used in the produciﬁé'

n is badly deteriorated. The

ondition and still holds water.

section two correaponds to

layout of a sngar’fadtory

he stem of the| T contains the

en below it and an outside

uth almost identical to

ns, The cap of the T also has

sions. Two rooms for storing

h-a central corridor.  The

 has the same decorative treat-
ouse, with band work Jnd finials

and is probably conténponary°

cap of the T has a new crimped
used as a baat houaé by the

estate. .

foot wide gal
is no masonry

e and the stuc

lery to the east of
bond beﬂween

co of tﬁe former
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continhés through the jointure of the two‘sections
which estibliapes section three as an addition,
however, it is prdbably'an earlier one to judge

from- the saﬁenesa of construction details.

Section four, ihe boilef house, was plaﬁned

arodnd the machinery it still housés. An oven
extends under the north end of‘this section and

’is connected to the stack. vfhere is sufficient
machinery lef£ for a lafman to follow the general

lines of syrup production. The maéhinerj is marked -
, - PR Pr

f i
& ‘

W. A. McOnie Glascow 1861, The connettion with -
the grinding platform is still in existence. The
functions of the latter are obscured by its

Yuinuous condition and its cbver of daﬁse vegeta-~

tion. The_construction details of section four

are differsnt from the main wody of the factory.

The window openings have wood lintels and the
roof was hipped.

&

The grinding platform

The grinding platform is a roughly circular plat-
form approximately 80 feet in diameter raised &'

)
above the surrounding ground level and bounded




by a retaining wal}

The small

built as f dwelling by the previous owner

Hmo 'Eo
was used

In additi

~ and the gr

boiling hguse into 4he cistern.

There is 4180 a free standing Duich oven south

Lo

of House 2

t
n to ‘tjhc

‘)there is 4 cistern-

finding platform. Pipes ]

Pl

. The cane was

into the boiling Hotme
. ! IR
-‘ to : i

y

wobden house shown on the plan was

t all wo

.

v
(S

of House

bld house"

iels, th daughter of W. H, Marsh,

her for storage.
ulldings uientionéd‘abmjre

d a well between the j_f‘ac

L]

10

2,

‘trushed here

The

about L0

odwork

It

have a saddle
by

and

tory

ead from the -
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Boiling Bench to the right. Note debris and vegetations
» a .
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‘ The "village" A grouﬁq‘i‘ ruins is located straight north of
' ' and the old LA

factory the Estate House on the trall to the ¥ain Line.

It consists of two small dwelling houses on the
road and the remains of a sugar mill in the bush

approximately LO yards northeast of the road.

The village

The two dwelling houses are in ruinous condition,
and partly collapsed. Their principal interest is
their constmct_ion. House 1 (see plan) is a waddle
construction. House 2 is a wood frame on a stone
base (see sketch), similar to the construction

used in the structure of the fort at Coral PFay,

.

The "old" factory

The "old" factory consists of a series of ruins
of a sugar mill. The site is c‘iensely wooded,
however, you can still locate the grinding plat-
form, the factory building proper and the cistern.

_.The ‘latter is standing in its full height. The
standing walls vary tx from 3' to 15'. It iould
be difficult to determine the ;ppeamme,of the
structure when standing. It is, however, feasible
bto recongtruct the type of sugar mill and the

general lines of production.
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Description

General‘History

FORTBFRG HILL
Fortberg Hill is a conical hill on a small
peninsula betﬁeen Corél Harbor and Hurricane
Hnle in Coral Bay.
The Fort, in early accounts called "Frederiksvaern®,
is located oh thersummit. Foundations of an |

unidentified structure are immediately west of

‘the fort (see sketch) and a shore battery on a

pranotory to the southeast.

The fort and the battery were part‘of a larger

defense system of Coral Bay.

" The first fort on the present site was finished

in 1723. When it was begun, is‘not known., It
is however, shown on the Gevard van Keulen

map of 1719, Its‘purpose was té discourage the
English settlers pf Tortola in their claim of
St. John aﬁd to protect thé Danish settlemgnt
(inmn

The old fort was a group »f modgst buildings
éﬁrrounded byva dry stone and earth wall. This

played an important past in the slave uprising

of 1733.




It was ab%ndoned aft

mentioned

the Danish Crown and

In 1760 a
the granti
settlement
present st
especially
government
Fortberg H
as far bac
A magazine
mentioned
on the sit

of 1780.

ng of owne
» It is r
ructure da
since the

at an ear

k as 1823,

in’1760 as

The defense system of Coral Bay had

armed posi

i
Le Duck's island is fortified and a
be Turner %r Moor point is labelled
This accords with the

Carolina Fsiate that

point,

ions, On
|

Ler the insurre
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"the new fort",

statement by William Marsh of
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.. A magazine is also



Frederiksvaern

The existing fort is a rectangular enclosure
with Basti-ns at the corners. A house was
located in the center of the enciosureﬁ An
arched gateway leads through the west wall

of the fort. There are several openingé in

the walls, gun slits, windows, etco (seé.:¢¥ ;
sketch). The four bastions appear %o have4 |
had gun decks 2-3 feet below top Qégihe wall
with rooms below them., Their remains can re
traced. A staircase on the south waii ieacs
to a Eontinous walk along the top of tbe

wall,

The structure in the center of the fort-w

buildt on a platform L' above ground. It
had stone walls up to the height of the
window sills, The upper part was either a

wattle constructisn between posts or a wood

frame construction; probably the former.
The walls of the fort stand fram 9° to 10!
above the interior level aie dro from 100 o

16° to the outside. Tiey are ¢ o oaditd

1k




‘exceptﬁinjareas shown on plan. The nmasonry is

a rough field stone

'3

is used iﬁ cornering
stuccoed Hut finishe
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12~ Magazine Embrasure facing eifrance to Hurricane H

[

i | {

13- Fortberg Hill from Sande - Magazine discernible at

" Bay. ' Magazine and far ' the edge near top of
promatory. ' promotory. Note position

‘ in relation [to entrance
of &yo ‘
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| SCOPE OF THIS REPORT

The hfomatlon for this repert was gathéred ona
~trip to the Virgin Islands Irom November 22 to
November 27. Four and a half days were spent on

St John at Reef Bay and Fortberg Hi1l and one day

~in Charlotte Amalie, A

':' Lack of time eliminated a thorough study, a.nd 1t

is felt a conaiderahle mnount* of mterial both in
records -and im t.he i‘ield has been left untouched.

Following records were consulted

P M Court records, St. Thcmas, Virgin Islands L »

2. Pl L. Oxholm - Kap ‘of St. John 1780 (pub 1800)

%
PR Y

i3, P, L. Ozholn - Sukker Moeller

k. €. F ’Pailudan - Blade of de Vestmdiske

wo ",; -Oers Historie Lo f:

8, .&vard van Koulen - Jl*ap of St. Thmu and of

% {. . Harbor in 8t. John publlshéd
- in Amsterdam 17119

6. A. Broendst«ed - Vore ggmle Tropekolonier .
. Kay Laraen - Dansk Vestmd:hen

) f

8. - Waldeua:Westergaard - ':,he Danish West Indies «

_ Prepared by F.

- ST 3 Novltsh N
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