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" colonists of the Virgin Islands.

I INTRODUCTION

Reef Bay valley stretches from the main east-west rldge
of St. John to a wide unprotected bay on the south coast. It
is one of the more important valley systems of the island and

has given the name to the south center quarter of St. John, one

" of the five administration divisions establishe& by the Danish

At 1ts head the valley is 11tt1e more than a ravine. Near

A the shoreline 1t opens on a small alluv1al plaln.‘ For its entire

length it is bounded by steep hlllS that towards the east rise

" to Bordeaux Mountain, the highest peak on St. John (approximate

eievation-1280). Although on the south and -leeward side of the

island with it'relatively'lesser rainfall, the'valley as the
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drainage basin for the main ridge and the Boideaui Mountain area
is well watered by Virgin Isi;nds etandards and supports for most
of its extent the same typezof vegetation found on the damper
north side of St. John. It.Qas the last area of‘St. Jehn to
cultivate Sugar caneland to support a‘spgar factory. In 1908,
the factory Qas stopped and ihteasite cultivation discontinued,
and the vallej since then has éradually revented to a natural

‘cover of woods and bush.
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I1  SITE

Reef Bay Great Housg is thg néme éffixed to the structure
that served a; the residence of the formef owner-of Par Force
and Reef Bay Estates. In addition to the main building, that
housed the actual bed and living rooms of ihe owner, there are
fouriservice buildings,.the cook house, the Servants §uartef,

a stable and an_dutbuilding.

.

The complex is located on a spur extending into Reef Bay

-valley from BofdeauiAmountain.ét an elevation of 280 feet. The

site-dropé off éteeplybto the southwest and north from the very
small plateau at the tip of the.sﬁur. (Illustration Number 1)

The Reef Bay Great House is Considerably smaller than most

Great Houses of plantations of equal size and value. Architecturallyvrliiv

- however it is ambitious and the quality of its design and of
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its site planning is outstanding. Even in its present ruinous
state its esthetic and architectural values are apparent.

The buildings, as if to underscore the potentials of the

; terrain}. have been placed against the steeply rising hillside

to the east leaving the small plot of relatively level land as

garden and foreground for the impressive views from the Great
House that commands the entire valley; to the north the narrow

ravine at the head‘oﬁﬂthe valley,‘fo the south fhe small alluvial

biéfﬁ of the 55& and thé'Caribbean‘beyond it. Immediately across
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E factory (3/4 m1les south) and centerllne roaq (1 1/2 miles north)
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_ thetngrconsiderable acreage of near'level land around the beds };f;;

~ been valued as good farm land since St. John was first colonized

the valley it faces the intermittent stream that drains the

west center sectoi of St. John and enters Reef Bay valley over

'a series of cascades w1th a vert1ca1 drop of more than 150 feet.

A narrow road now nothlng more than a fbotpath leads from

the north and entrance side of the Great House around the tip of

, the spur and descends through a series of switch backs on the-

south face of the hill to the Lameshure-Reef'Bay_Trail. 350

yards north and below this junction, the Lameshure Trail runs

into the old Reef Bay road connecting Reef Bay Estate Sugar

"The steep h11151des, even by St. John standards that ‘ .;}}

flank Reef Bay valley glves it an appearance of a ravine

| unsulted for any k1nd of cultlvatlon. gThe-appearance is deceptive,

and the valley -contains in’additionjto.the small plain bordering
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of the intermittent streams that wind through its floor. It has R

by the Danish West Indies and Guinea Company in the early 18th
century. '01d Works" at the-head'of the valley,-one of the first jiﬂ
sugar factories on'St..John, testifies to the early settlers
appreciation of its agr1cultura1 propertles.‘.‘

In the 1700'5 the valley had six estates. of these, the

. most 1mportant_was Par Force that occupied the lower section of Tl
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the valley including the site of the Reef Bay Great House. A



the entire holdlng was devoted to the cultivation of sugar cane

smaller and less productive plantation called Reef Bay Estate
adjoined it to the south and extended to the shoreline of the
bay. |

During the third and early yearslof the fourth quarter of

the 18th ceﬁtury.Par Force was owned by Anthon& nyzema. The

estate had a factory as well as other buildings necessary for the
production of sugar. Follow1ng Zytzema sdeath Par Force was
sold by the executors of his w111 (7th of February, 1792) ‘to
Jurco Vriehuis. Reef Bay Estate was then owned by C. Weyle,

who ‘raised cattle and cultlvated cotton.' Sometlme prror to

1830, both estates came 1nto the posse551on of John Vetter and
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”and went by the name of Par Force It was inherited by

A. K. Vetter in 1833. 1In 1844, }t ﬁas~aéquired by A. M. Porth,
who sold it the same year “to L. D. Smith., Eleven yéaré later
it was taken over bj 0. J. Bergeesf and Compahy and in 1864,

this firm sold it by'public auction td"William H. Marsh, an

Englishman from Tortola, who nt the tlme was the estate manager

for O. Ji_Berggg§§wand“Company}‘ He was an able and acquistive
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farmer and succeeded subsequently in acquiring practically all ;

the lands' of Reef Bay valley as well as Lameshure, Carolina and

Maho Bay Estates. He made his home in the Great House of Par
Force estate but as %ﬂgs plahtatibn gradually expanded to include
the entlre valley the name Par Force went out of use and was

superceded by Reef Bay Estate.‘



"After his death in 1909, Reef Bay Estate was inherited

by his daughters. In 1951, it was sold to Frank Faulk and it -

was subsequently acquired by Jackson Hole Preserve and donated

" to the government of the United States as part of the Virgin

Islands National Park.

The documentary informatipn on the Reef Bay Great House
is very sparse. The present buildings have'thé character and
architectural dptaiis of early 19th century structures and the
gate posts at the entrance bear the date of.1844. This most

likely is the date of the completibn of the standing structure.

" The cook house in front and west of the main building however.
predates the Great House and there are traces of an earlier

~  structure within the basemenf of the main building.

From 1864 until 1951, the house has been in continuous

use by WilliamAMarsh andAhis descendents.'~1h/the latter years
of his daughters'occﬁpancy the main building had been allowed
to deteribrate and by 195i only a‘sectioﬁ of it wés.habitable.
The service buildings had been dbandbngdl earlier. When the
Danish architect Tyge\Hvass‘visited_Reef Bay in 1925, these
buildings were already in a ;uinduﬁvéonditioh. 'In March 1951
the caretaker for Frank faulk, Ridge_Folk, moved in and lived
there with his wife until April 1953. _Alfhough some work was

done to rehabilitate the main house during their.stay; it was

not extensive'ar basic enough to halt the effect of the near

half century of neglect and since then it has deteriorated to

an alarming degree.  °



