
GRSA Water Rights 

 

In 1989 the District Court for Water Division 2 decreed Federal reserved and State 

appropriative water rights for GRSA. The decrees are referred to by Case Numbers 

81CW161, 81CW163, and 81CW164.  

 Case Number 81CW161 concerns Federal reserved water rights to specific wells. 

 Case Number 81CW163 concerns State appropriative rights to wells. 

 Case Number 81CW164 concerns Federal reserved rights to stream flows, future 

consumptive uses (wells), and a State appropriative right to flow from Denton 

Spring. 

 

Paragraph 4 of the decree for case number 81CW164 reserves 8.0 acre-feet per year for 

staff and visitor domestic water needs directly related to the administration and operation 

of GRSA. This water is to be diverted through one or more wells. 

 

The two wells at the campground are Well No. 2, west of the campground, and Well No. 

4, east of the campground (near the water storage tank).  

 Decree 81CW161 claims a Federal reserved water right of 10 gpm for Well No. 4. 

 Decree 81CW163 claims a State appropriative right of 30 gpm for Well No. 2. 

 

Decree 81CW164 identifies the procedures for permitting future wells. Within the Decree 

section of the document, Section 4 (page 34) states that the U.S. has a reserved water 

right of 8 acre-feet/year to be withdrawn from one or more wells to be constructed in the 

future. Paragraph 9 (page 35) of the Decree (81CW164) states that the U.S. shall provide 

the State all of the information necessary for an application for a permit to construct a 

well, and that the State shall issue a permit.  In simple terms, NPS will provide 

information to DWR regarding well construction and DWR will issue permits. 

 

Water Rights at GRSA are also described in the Water Resources Management Plan 

(Chatham, Sharrow, and Valdez, 1997) on page 59. 



 
 

  



Excerpt from the Water Resources Management Plan, 1997 

 

 


