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THE MO'.L'H.'E!R UlDE COUN'1'RY1 CALIFOIDUA: 

A RECOimA.ISSANCE OF PRESERVATION NEEDS 

I. INTRODUCTION 

a. Authorization. In connection with the current effort to identify 
suggested areas that would be desirable to round ou~ the National Park 
System by 1972, the Division of National Park System Plan and Natural 
Landmarks Surveys requested the assistance of the Western Regional Office 
in making "a preliminary reconnai ssa.nce of the scopa of the National 
Bark Service's involvement in the preservation and interpretation of the 
mining story in the California Mother L::lde country. " By a memorandum of 
AugUst 9, 1966, Mr. Chester C. Brown, Chief, Division or National Park 
System Plan and Natural Landmarks Surveys, approved the Regional Office 
suggestions for participating in the survey and authorized reimbursement 
of expenses. 

b. Purpose. The discovery of gold in California in 1848 and the 
great rush to the California mining districts that followed were events 
of major significance in the development of the United States. This 
phase of the country's history is not adequately represented in the 
National Bark System. 

The .P'Jl'pose of this study is to identify historic properties related 
to the gold rush story that may be considered for possible addition to the 
National Park System; to identity other ways and means by which the 
National Park Service may contribute to the preservation of the major 
sites and scenes required to adequately commemorate and illustrate the 
gold rush; and to suggest possible methods by which the National Bark 
Service, in cooperation With the state of california and other agencies, 
can assist in interpreting the mining story in a unified and meaningful 
manner. 

Tbe suggestions made in this report a.re prelim.inary. They may be 
reassessed during more comprehensive studies at a later date to determine 
fully their suitability and feasibility. 

c. Survey :personnel and ;procedure. This study vas conducted by 
Dr. John A. Hussey, Regional Historian, Western Region, National Bark 
Service. A-field reconnaissance along the entire length of State 
Highway 49 •• a distance of about 3.34 miles .... and along numerous Mother 
Lode Country side roads during the periods October 25 .. October 31 and 
November 3 - November 4, 19661 formed the core of the study. This field 
work was supplemented by library research, by consultation with State 
agency officials, and by a pe:rso:c.al. acquaintance with the Gold Country 
extending back for at least forty yea;A:'i:i. 
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State agency personnel con~lted (in addition to several park 
supervisors and rangers) were: 

1. Division of Beaches and Pa.rks 

John H. Michael, Supervisor of Interpretive Services 

H. lee Warren, landscape Architect, Reservoir Ilevelopnent Planning 

Richard L. Hum.:phrey1 Regional Supervisor oi" Develop:nent 

Allen W. Welts, State Park Historian 

2. Department o:f Public Works 

Harry D. Freeman, Deputy Director and Chail"lllB.n1 Interdepartmental 
Committee on Scenic Highways (consulted by correspondence). 

d. De:fini tion of area. studied. The auriferous rocks and soils of 
the western Sierra Nevada slope occur in a broad belt extending from 
about the F:l:'esno River on the south (with some out-cro:ppings still 
farther south in Kern County) to beyond Qu.incy, in Plumas County, to 
the north. In this great gold-bearing region James :V.a.rsh.all made his­
el;lOch-malt.ing discovery in 1848. Here were located the bulk of the great 
:placer fields which drew men to California by the hundreds of thousands. 
Here were the richest of the quartz mines which were the schools for the 
l,)ioneer miners of all the West and which sustained :production after 
the :placers were exhausted or shut down. Here was the true heart of 
the California gold rush. Known to geologists as the "Sierran Gold 
Belt, " and sometimes called the ''Mother Lode Mining Belt, " this area. 
is the subject of this study. It is the Gold Rush Country. It is 
the Mother Lode Country. 

It should be noted, however, that there is not universal agree­
ment as to what area. should be encompassed by the term "the Mother 
Lode" or "the Mother Lode Country. " Strictly speaking, the Mother 
Lode is a narrow belt of gold-bearing quartz veins extending for about 
120 miles through the Sierra Nevada foothills from Mari:POsa on tb.e south 
to Georgetown on the north. Hence some writers have taken great :pains 
to distinguish the Mother Lode mining region associated with this 
restricted series of veins from the "Northern Mines" which lie, ;partly 
at least, north o:f the main lode. 

But this attempt to separate the Northern Mines from the Mother 
Lode seems only to add more confusion to an already unsa ti s:factory 
si tuationo Very early in the gold rush the terms "Northern Mines" 
and "Southern Mines" were used to designate the diggings supplied, 
respectively, from Sacramento and Stockton. Parts of the Mother Lode 
vein system were in each of these districts. And the term "Northern ·­
Mines" was expanded vf!lry soon to include diggings opened in the Sha.sta­
Trini ty-lO..ama:th regions which were entirely disconnected :f'rom the Sierra. 
mining belt. 
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Thus the a.tte:m.:pt to a.p:ply the name 11Northern Mines 11 to the section 
of the Sierran Gold Belt north of the Mother Lode proper runs afoul an 
earlier and firmly entrenched nomenclature which applies to something 
else. It seems preferable to follow present-day popular usage and the 
terminology adopted by the Golden Chain Council of county chambers of 
commerce alor~ the gold belt by describing all the western Sierra mining 
region by the name of its best-known section, calling it the 'Mother 
Lode Country. " 
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II. SUMMARY OF FDIDINGS 

The Cs.llfornia. gold rush ~ra.s an event of outstanding historical 
significance for the Nation and the world. Tbe physical resources for 
the effective commemoration and illustration of that event still exist 
but, except for a few key sites preserved by the State of California 
and a. scattering of others maintained by local governments and private 
individuals, they a;re :rapidly disappearing or are threatened by pressures 
often beyond the control of their owners. And the broad historic and 
natural scenes so Vital to a proper understanding of the individual 
sites are being altered on a vast scale by a variety of development 
projects. 

Existing and presently proposed preservation measures in the .!IJ.Other 
Lode Country apparently will be ina.deCJ,ua.te to achieve the reCJ,uired degree 
of conse:r-vation. <Tvera.ll regional :Pla:ru"li.ng, cooperative p:u'ticipltion 
at all levels of goveJ.·lllllent, and the expenditure of large sums of money· 
Will be necessary to accomplish the huge effort which alone will result 
in saving enough sites and a sufficient sample of the historic landscape 
to convey an adequate visualization of the gold rush. 

Under existine; legislation the Federal Government will be involved 
firAncially and otherwise in the preservation of historical values in 
the Iv'J.Other Lode Country. :Bu.t in addition to funds, the great need is 
for tech.:.ucal assistance and broad vision in );l:i:'epa.ring an ovel'all l.ll"eser­
vation :Plan and for administrative assistance in carrying such a plan 
into execution. 

The National Park Service could greatly advance the cause by providing 
the needed planning assistance to a state or regional preservation agency 
or authority. The active ~-ticipation of the Service in administering 
~1.0ther Lode sites probably also would be required to make a large regional 
project or plan financially practicable. ~s participation would be 
most effective through the establi::J::sment of a Na.tio:r.lill F-..rk'"w-a.y ru11ning 
the length of the Sierran Gold Belt, but costs and other considerations 
cast serious doubts upon the feasibility of such an undertaking. A. !Iez 
Perce-type National Historical Park seems to offer a more practicable ,_ 
solution although it would be far less effective than a parkway. 

The possibilities for both the National ParkWay and the Nez Perce­
type Park should be studied in detail with a view to determining specific 
site and route opp:>rtunit1es, probable coats1 and the degree o:f' state 
and local participation that might be anticipated. But action must be 
prompt, or the p:>ssibilities for an effective program will have va.Dished 
forever. 
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III. HISTORICAL SIGNIFICAUCE OF THE CALIFORNIA GOLD KuSH 

James W. Marshall r s di.;:;covery of gold. at Colo:u.a in California. on 
January 24, 1848, inspired the first great international gold rush in 
the history of North America. T"nere had been earlier rushes, like that 
to Zacatecas during the sixteenth century and that to the southern 
Appalachians earlier in the nineteenth century; but the headlong 
migration into California between 1848 and about 1858 far oversba.do·.red 
all its predecessors -- and all its successors. It ch~~ed the face 
of the American West and influenced life in many distant parts of the 
glo"oe. It "re.s an event of major ::;ignifica."l.ce in the develor.ment of: the 
United States. 

When N.arshall ;picked up his first nugget there 'i.vere only about 
14,000 Europeans in California, and they were virtually isolated 
from the Atlantic seaboard. Two yea:rs later there were nearly 100,000 
residents, and California l-ras admitted to the Union as a f'ull-f'ledged 
state without having passed formally throu&~ territorial status. Ey 1852 
there were about a quarter of a million people in California, and the 
region was linked to the rest of the nation by at~shi~ lines, a host 
of sailing sbi:ps, and by several na:rrot·r corridors of overland travel and 
settlement. The Pacific Coast had been firmly linked by J.X>pulation, 
sentiment, and cOllllnUl'lications to the Union, a condition wh.ich might 
have tal~en years to accomplish had it not been for the gold mania. 

From California eager prospectors swa.r:med out to n~., mineral 
fields in Australia, British Columbia, Nevada, Colorado, Idaho, Arizona, 
and other parts of the world and, :r;a.rticu.J.arly, ·the. Far West. As one 
keen observer has sa.id, the California rush "~Eft the basic pattern for 
the miner's frontier" everywhere in the West.~ In the words of another 
a.uthori ty1 "the foothills of the Sierra Nevada was in fact a basic 0 1 
school in which the Far West studied the fundamentals of a new profession, .. g, 

The lessons learned in California enabled the miners to overcome 
difficulties encountered in extracting ores elsewhere in the West, thus 
encouraging the earl:!.er ·settlement of large sections of the open country 
bettveen the Missouri frontier and the Pacific Coast. With the mines to 
provide markets, farmers and merchants trailed along into the wilderness1 

establishing a more permanent basis for settlement. Freighting and stage 
lines, river boats, and pack trains multiplied; and in 1869 a transcontinental 
railroad vas completed, all the results of demands created by this rising 

]:/Archibald Hanna in the Foreword to The Ce.lifornia Gold Rush, by 
Ralph K. Andrist (New York: American Heritage Publishing Co., Inc., 
1961), 8. 

g/Rodman W. Paul, t.lining Frontiers of the Far West, 1848-l82o (New 
York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1963), 57. 
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tide of economic activity. The ra:pid exps.nsion of the mining frontier 
bought disaster to the western Indians, however, for the miners in their 
mad scramble paid scant attention to native :rights, even when they were 
guaranteed by treaty. 

The huge outpouring of gold f:rom the California mines ·- 1852 with 
an estil.uated pt'Oduction of $81,294, 700 was the top yec.:r -- increased ·che 
money su:pply over much of the wo:rld1 but due to a :rapidly growing po:pul.ation 
and other causes the inflation was relatively mild. Another e:t'fect of 
Califo:rnia gold was to place capital in Western hands and thus lessen 
the usual frontier de:pendence u).xm the East and Euro}_:le to finance 
develap:;.l.~.?nt. 

Since there were no legal precedents for settling many ty:pss of 
disputes wmch arose in the California gold fields, the miners devised 
their O''rn mining law, much of wmch was adopted th.roughout the West. 
T"ne miners also had no precedent for the Sierra land and climate in ~fhich 
they found themselves, for the hard work, camaraderie, crime, and excesses 
of the mining ce.m:ps. Vastly impressed by the "elephant," a. number of them 
described what they saw for publication, thus enriching kue:rican literature 
and adding a few "classics" to the Ifation r s heritage. Truly ha.s it been 
said that gold was the cornerstone of Western developnent. 

~·he national significance of' the Galifo:rnia gold rush has been 
given of:."icial :recognition by the United States Government. Af"ce:r a 
systematic study of the entire Western mining frontier, the follonrlng 
sites associated with the Sierran Gold Belt excitement have been declared 
by the Secretary of the Interior to be eligible for the Registry of 
National Historic Landmarks: Coloma, Columbia, Old Sacramento Historic 
District, San Francisco Old Mint, and Sutter's Fort. 
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IV. ASPECTS OF THE GOLD RUSH MERIT:lli'G OO'lME}•lORATION 

In the broad view the California gold rush Has a relatively simple 
move.m.ent. In essence it consisted of a sudden discovery follovred by a 
vast ini'lux of miners who soon defined the extent of the gold region; 
the developnent of new mining techniques, legal :w.echinery, a:-J.d cocial, 
economic, :political, and cultural e::t.)?edients to meet the dem,::mds of the 
gold camps; the cxp::>rtation of these develoll-uents and of the "rush" 
psychology to other :parts o:J;...the West and the r.1ore distant world; 
the ccono:nic and p::>litical influence of C!<l.lif'ornia gold and increased 
population; and the gradual decline of' gold mining. But when c::rexllined 
in detail, it proves to be rather complex, with numel~ous subth~es 
which must be considered if the i.rhole is to be understood. 

Although geologists, historians, nnd. other scholar:.:. have quite 
adequntely treated most aspects of the gold rush, po~~lar interest has 
largely ·oeen :focused ul,lOn three principal to :pic s: the discovery of gold1 
migration by land and. sea to the mines, and life in the gold fields. By 
:f'ar the greater part o:f' the 1i tera.ture on the California gold exci tcment 
is concentrated upon these subjects. Existing preser,r.ation projects, 
muse>.un exhibits, a.nd commemorative plaques reflect the same em.:pha.sis, 
although to a lesser degree. 

In :planning any syste::n of' sites or interpretive media to illustrate 
the broad story and significance of the California gold l"ush, it '1>1ill 
be at once recognized tha.t this popular interest, somewhat unevenly 
focused though it way be, has been and continues to be of immense value 
in preserving and co:nm.emorating a most ::tmpor..a.nt aspect of' national 
a.nd world history. But 1t will also be recognized that there aJ:"e 
additional topics, of no smaller intrinsic interest, which should be 
illustrated and commemorated if the whole picture is to be :presented. 

Among those additional subjects that require adequate presentation 
by site :preservation and other means are the :following: 

a. The 6eologic settil'l.g. The geologic history of the Sierran Gold 
Eelt was the basic factor in the extent a.nd developn.ent o:f' California 
Mother klde Country Mining. Mining methods ch.a.nged in response to the 
different types of gold-bearing formations encountered -- and eXhausted. 

b. T'.u.e geographic sett1Pfii. Much of the character-of' the Ce.li:f'ornia 
gold rush resulted from the land in which it occurred -~ isolated, bot and. 
dry in stu:nner and cold an.d. wet in winter, abundantly watered in the north 
and lese favored in the south, and beautiful in a way that grew on the 
wealth-mad. gold seekers and held many of them long after hope of riches 
had vanished. 
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c. Typ::s of mining. 

l. Simple ubcer mir.i:no: methods. The firzt type of mining 
employed in Ce.liforl'lia. ims for the 1't·r:eerr or "placer" gold found in 
stream deposits, gl·~vels of old river beds, and other places where the 
metal eroded frcril quartz veins had been deposited. Th.e gold r..an, cradle, 
and long tom introduced by miners f:rom. Georgia. and Me:x:ico were soon 
supplemented by such Ce.l.ifornia. innovations as the sluice box. Shafts 
and adits were driven into ancient river channels, a. method known as 
drift l:lining. The ds:n:Jming and divo.-ting of rivers '.;o :permit the 
ext:raction of the gold lodged in their beds was another earlier va.r1ent 
of placer mining. 

2. F,vdraulic mining. T:.1e idea. of employing w-ater U..'lder g:L'eat 
Pl"essu:o.·e to ¥orl-:: placer der::osits was origir.ated in :nevada. Cou:r.~.ty in 
in 1852 and J.85 3. It b.as been termed "one of california 1 s greatest 
contributions to mining," and has been iJ:l.troduce:d into m.a.ny parts of 
the earth. 

3. Drc:agi!:£. Although a.tt<:;m.pts to dredge gold fro;n stream 
beds began early in the miniltg rush, the first successful operation 
was begun at o-.coville in 1898. As the dredges beca.me--J.Arger and more 
efficient, they appeared on most of California's gold-bearing rivers1 
a.nd they have been responsible tor a vast output of gold. 

4. Quar't;z minin.g. Gold·b~ing quartz veins were first 
vor~:ed in 1849; arrastras and sta.'1l.p mills, both introduced from other 
mi:oing areas in the world1 were soon at '~><·ork crusb.ing the extracted ore. 
Howevel" the sinking of deep shafts lras not extensive u..'ltil iln!ll"oved 
techniques de-.relo;ped by experienced Ce.lifornians in the Com.stock Lode 
of :r-;ovada were broug.1.t into the Sta:ce. The early staxn.p mills were so 
g:L"OOtly im:pl"oved in the Sierran mines that they were known as "California. 
stamp mills. " T'ney '..rere used throughout the world, and a.s late as 1911 
one authoritative l'eference work mistakenly attributed the invention of 
the stamp mill to California. 

d. Yaases of minina life. 

~. ~ans~~rtation and ~~~ 
2. Mining camp architecttl~ 
3. .£.ccr,:a, art, literature 
4. "l''o:rede;n '1la~1.1.ege and ethnic !il:ou;es 
5. l·ti:nins law~ crime: justice: ;e;:blic safetx; 

e. Effects of the Ga.lifon1ia gold rush. 

1. ~lsaster for the Californ~a L~dians 
2. Ex;pansion of mining in the West and elsewhere in the world 
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3. E:rr_;ansiou of agriculture, ccr~;;rn.erce, tronsrortation. u:;d 
settlement in -·the \<lest. 

4. Econo:n:tc effects in the Hcst 2 th~ nation. ar:d the world 
( • 1 di th ' "li 1.., ""' f , . • t • ""' LiT t\ :tnc u ng e es-ca..., s .. .zne:n. ... o -c;n.ree nci<f nu.n ·s J.n .... 1e "es 1. 

5. Infl\J.e:-:.ce of tecl:l.,"':ologica.l advz:m.ccs in Dti.n.in;:; ~t:·on 
~nd:us-'-ooy ->n m"""•''"""' 1 (:?,...,. 1,.,.,::.,-c,.;' .. -'-l,e' '''l"""'"'·ct''' of the "'':..~~--.,.- n u·=··-~·r ..... "'""'· ...... ~\,.,.,l,,!.·· .... _c;.;:._ , ........... _ ofl4'~•""'"""'.!..4. ~~ ""... ..... J.- .,;). .... ...UJ..Y'V.o. W\W<ooW.\ooi 

~i ii:Pon thedevelo:r;ment of hydroclec'.;ric p:.wcx; the efNcts of the·­
roining flume systems upon the l'lU.blic utility b·usiness and the dcv·elo:p­
ment of long distance telephone lines; a.."ld the disasters brought to 
valley e.gricultl.lZ'e and river trans;portation by hydraulic :mining.) 

• 
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V. EXISTING E1.YSICAL RESOu1\CES FOR co.:y;;:.mr.oRATING Ai:ID ILLUSTRATING 'l:.i:J:E1. 
GOLD RUSH STORY 

Thirty years &ZO •M in most places only twenty ~·s ago ~- the 
Hothcr Lode Countr'J lay largely as i·t •ra.s whe:il the tide of lniners receded 
during the 186o 1 s1 

170 1 s, '8o's, and '90's -- the decline was ~~even as 
the placers were exhausted in different localities, as most of the 
hydl·aulic operations closed dc.m'l in the 188o's, a.""l.d as q_uartz mines 
flourished, declined, ar.d were revived. 1-iacy old mir..ing ct:.l.r:lps, though 
ps.rtl:y cleser'ccd, 1:ere held togethe-r by long-time rGsidents l7ho refused 
to move. Tllougil on a. reduced scale, gold mining continued as a way of 
life until ~'Iorld War II; and at the close of hos"Gilitieo a number of the 
qu~(;Z mines, and even a fww hy~·eulic operations, were revived for about 
a decade. Farm~rs who had supplied the miners 1v.ith vegetables and fruit 
continued to work their picturesque plots long after theiJ.• major mm•kets 
had eva:r;ora.ted. 

Theze and other factors tended to keep the gold r~sh alive alo~g 
the length of tM 1-ioth<Ut:." Lode Country as somot;hing more than a d:i.m.ly 
rem.cm.be2"ed legend. And assisting to :preserve the setting was a slowir...g 
of the forces of change. ~ne 1930's w~ce a period of reduced economic 
ac·;;ivity. AJ.th.ough many unemployed flecked to the Sier-ra :rooti:'..ills to 
pan gold for food, these ~~sons did not build supermarkets or lay out 
subdivisions. The Sierra Nevada had no'~ yet become pop..1Jf..l.r for mass 
winter and summer recreation, and the light automobile and truck traftic 

. had not yet created a. de:mand for vastly 1rn:proved highways. The stage 
roads of the gold rush, sometimes :r;eved and slightly realig;.'led1 still 

d meandered over the grassy, oak-studded foothills on which the scars 
made by the indefatigable gold hunters were yet fresh. If l".ark Tlmin 
could have been dropped dmm into Tuolumne County in 1936 he would have 
recognized the place instantly. 

1. 

\·lit:::t the end of Horld Her II this situation changed, rapidly. Although 
the Mother lode Countr-.r has ·oeen by .. J;assed by the great waves of immigrants 
who have S1¥ept into California during the last two decades, it nevertheless 
has received a. significant influx both of newcc~ers and of older residents 
of the State '·rho a.:re seeking relief from the more crowded a.:reas. lfJ.any 
of the larger gold towns are now ex:p3.nding, and housing developuents are 
springing up even in rural areas along Highway 49 and other roads. 

Perhaps more important than the specific rise in Mother Lode population 
have been the economic effects of the vast growth elsewhere in California. 
T'a.is burgeoning dev~lopnent has created an imp.;:ra.tive demand for the 
resources of the Sierran Gold Belt .. - its timber, its lime, its marble, 
its sand and gravel, its scenery, its antiquities and "antiques," and, 
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:perha:ps most of all, its w-a·;;;er. These demends in t;n::nJGY yea:rs have 
changed the face of the l.and.. 

As these ne;,; industries, or old industries intc:a.sified2 b:rcught 
renG~·red activity to ·!;he Hother Lode, ".:;he larger gold o..--ush -'coi-ms such as 
Grass Valley, Auburl'l, Jackson, a:.1d Sonora exp.:aded and felt it necessar"'J 
to ll'.o.dernizeo Old stores an.d ho'i.:;els dc.::.i:ng f".:om mining ®ys received 
ne-tv fronts; some old buildings were de.cuollsl::ed ar..d replaced 'by s-tructures 
such as se:.."Vice ::.-;;ations which were not; r.a:rt of the gold :.."Uch scone. 
Such features as used car lots, automo"vile ju."lk yards, 3.Y:!.d lc.:;:g~ neon 
SiBnS blosso:ll.Od on nearly every r.:..ain stree·c and aplll"o::;:.ch road. Ti::.e 
majority of the :J..arge r.rYi:r buildings, such az county cou:r-thouses, post 
offices, and retail stores, have bee~ designed in todey 1 s styles. 

The result hs.s bc~n to C:3stroy a1rtos·;; coc1ple~cel:y the effectiveness 
of the J..a.:roge::: to~ms as potential historical resources for illust:;.·«.ting 
the gold :ru~h stor:/. J:·(; is tJ;ue that a. rern"l.l"1cably large l".l1.J;llber of fi~-:e 
old raining-&yz structures are rn•escrved e,l'ld :rzoudly n:ainto.ined in these 
towns; and thay are e~gerly sought out by tourists and his·corians. Eut 
generally ·c:nese buildings are so st:ll"".co-..:u.J.cl.ed and isolated by modernize& or 
new structures that the total, overall :picture o:;: a gold minir..g tmm has 
bee."l obscured •• In several of these tmms, such as Nevada City and 
V~iposa, there remains, h~wever, the ~·acticable possibility tr~t 
certain stre·ats or districts could be restored. 

The grovrth of industry in and nea.r the Sierran Gold Bel"c a.s well as 
the phen~~enal develo~ent of recreation i~ the higher mountains to 
the eastv:a.:.~d has created a d"->."'l::and for wider, straighter, and faster 
roads. Highway 49 which traverses nea.rly the entira length of the Mother 
Lode Cow1t~y a.~d the principal trans-Sierra roads which cross it from 
east to west have been much improved.~~ so much so that the very charact;e.r 
of the region they traverse has been altered in many :places. Fr~c1.rays 

novr cut tlu.'ough or p;1-ss directly by Nevada City, Auburn, and Placerville. 
Ex'_fll:'cssways lead to the outskirts of such old mining towns as llla:riposa1 
Coulterville, and Sonora. Lo:o..g stretches of' the old, mea.nderiug 
Highway 49 have been replaced by hig..'l S}.;\;led roads which plough directly 
t~xo~1 the countryside by cuts and fills and which effectively inhibit 
any evocation of the past by those drivinz upon them. 

Additio:onl devastatioll to the hiotoric scene has been v..-:rought by 
reservoirs, and 1~ojects now authorizeu and cont~~plated will further 
obliterate rl1ysical r~~nders of the gold era. Unfortunately, the river 
channels ru::.d valleys which are so '""t·cracti ve as reservoir locations w·ere 
also frci,luot!"l;.ly the scenes of the gre."l.test mining activity. RemD.ins 

.a.nd sit~s of boom towns, of ferries, early bridges, a.~d stamp mills have 
alx•cady baon flood.cd or a:::-e scheduled for i::-~undation in the noo.r future. 
Tr~e enlarged Exchequer Dam im.poundrr.cnt on -::;he lt.erced River ·.till cov~Sr 
the site of Bagby and the foundations of .Benton MillsJ the historically 
important pione<:!r star0.p mill erected by John Charles Fremont on the 
.l-1ariposa Estate. On the Tuolumne River, t;he next large stream to the 
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north, tho 1!-::;r Do:r. P;;;dro lioze:t•vo::.r 1dll d.l:'o'~'n J'o.c::r.f;onvillc, c. good. portion 
o!-.. t-Icods C'r.zck, and ~bout five mil~s o:e I!igh¥;uy ~·9.... ~t~:c I·I0lcr'lcc Rcsc::~voir 
on thG s·w;.rd~1cus ru. v·z~ ... c.lri::::ad.~t' hcz n!Z;.cl~ a lal~e u:r1.6.Cl"' --che Hicl1\'l~~Y L:-.9 "'ol .. idge 
at ~:olon.ec, a.:ud. the G:~rscd r~cc~\roir ~rl.ll flood the old mi:::.ir~ co.::u.r) 
i tscli... ~'t.rthcr' !trO:i"'"13hJ> t~h~ :~·::..~11'Tllle !\os~rvoi!" -will covel"" miles cJ'f one 
O·.P ..... ·:,....~;;;. r·oc::o...t.. .. ~··--~··~ ... ·:"J~'\io{"-!''f"~lo ~nr1 t,...~~ic:"~ ... , ........... ..;:i"''lo -~·"','',"\fo":-~Q""i'"'' 0" ..... ~·:::..;or..~~,.,~-·.":-,·· ,:19 •. , ...... -}~.~~ 0~"\ .;-~,.,e 

""' ~~~\:::; ....:. .\.JII, "i:.t\o.>~....., ..... w ..... w.;,.,. ~.:.....""' "''"'"""W'-iuo-1;,; ..,;,....:.,.':..,.~J., ,;;.,......» - Jf."""""6"'J.~J""":J o.,- p .;J.J.- .. , ........ ,t., IJt>• 

All\er:i..ca..'l RivCl"" the .~~uburn D'JJ>J. ''dill c.b:"c':T.r~ cu.t len.:; c:i.;ret::chcs of thQ ·l-'liddle 
and l':oJ:"';;h Fo:,:::.:s. ':?ne dam.kc.g.e C:.Onc to tl1e histiol"ic sce:ne by tJ::.eso rc;:;ervoirs 
is m.o1•e serioue th~., the nlZU.bc·r of st;.u:::~e :dlco flooc1od ~·lould at first 
gJA-nce ::i:a.clicatc) sir1ce t:tie artifici\S:.l J.a}~es, cool c..~1C: green ~·:ilo~o once 
there \'rcro ro.cky ca.,~i.y·oriJj 0..nd g;r~zsy hi:l.ls1 eive a completely falce 
im)?!'ession or ~che ot·ieinal laJ:!.dsc~~o 

P ...... ~otbc~~ fact.o:co b;:oizzgiug ra:Qid c~:~z . ..:.~ge --Go the r.·!ot:2cx Lo~::.e Cou.~ntry 
has been t:C:J.e "<liocovcry" of tt.0 c.:r::·c:::.. by ant:l.que collectors, o1d bott;lo 
hur.rtors, "'C.l"'~·a~ure scekEU•s, C.A1)loi-~Ol:'"C of fi~~~:/'¥oric 3itcsP ar..d pJ.o.iu 
vanda.lo(il !~la.u;y,. old stc(c.c i!:'.,nd bl"'icl~ st:ructureo 't·/h.ich .. ~~rare il'l :c-~sona'bly 
good co::.aj::.iou, though. dosc::.."i:;cd9 t'~:e11:.ty yzurs ago, l~"'-VG bee;:;. 'bat/~ercd 
to pieces by :;;o:cso!lS desiri!'c£ ".;be building ma.t<:JJ.•ial:::; llOoc'hrorl:., o:..• other 
str..tc""Cv:.ral elE.:::lerrCs~~~ V"~dals have 1<'-l:!.of::ked holes ill ~ra..lls &:Jd othc:r~;i"i~o 
d;;;fe.ced :::'i:::Kl old i::ruiJ.diogs ·through mere lll.tl.liciousnco::: or in a se3,;.·ch for 
so-called '~1idd2:a. t:..·ca::::m~e" of gold dust, or old coins. Other struc·tur~s 
have be~" cannio~lized by collectors or by tee creato~s of ar~ificial 
"ghor/c to;ms" or "1')ione;:;1· vilbgct." l!:::.ny fi:.:::G old eold rush ho:-ac:s and 
sto:..·os l:l."'-Ve be.il::l. clcfeced by tha addi tio:n. of fancy trim, gl.llxin.g signs~ 
or even dl>:"~n-: e::; su:z:.va:nded :f':ro:::J. hi:l.n,s;:en 1 s ropes, all b'"ca.use their c;;-n:crs 
felt:- tl'.z..·(; t:te o:c•ig:i.:;.:J.l structures we:.•c not tufficicxrcly ".::.u.theutic" or 
ey-...::-c~tcllirv3. Jl.J.though tlw::e o.:rc r:.2::ly e:~l:Jlcs of e::l:cellen·i:; rcs·i;;orations 
alor..z the Mother L'Ode, the region h;a.r;; nuff'c:;:ed all:::ost a.s ffiUCh t:..~om its 
f""'iel.lds as from the thoughtless anC:. the :Wldifferent. 

'l'i1e c:1ange in the ch::l.r:::.cter of t.h0 l)O:pilll':l.tion a:!ld in t;he regiona.l 
ccol'lc~~ bas bec11 1•eflected in the la:--:.dscap~Q Tb.e JYic·nee:r's ~7ho g-ual""ded 
t::Z.e tott .. 1a end r::~1 n~t:a.ined the ll·ttle mou.::rCe:.in ftarc.s h,~va J.e:,.rgely 
d.ica.:;.;·:c2,:-~d.. S~ll orchi:U"ds m'ld vcgcrCObl~a fields 21ave givelfl. way t;o rar...ges 
for ".:>z.e:? cat"cle., Thuz the r:r.naller gold scttlan:cnts. b:::.ve lost their 
w;;:.tcl'::u0::l: al'ld the pic"cur~sque ranch buildil:,zs of gold ru:Eh days o.re far 
fC'Ct;;;:;.~ in nu:nbcr. Many :::.ow s"'oo.."ld deze..-t;;;d and fcrlol"'l'i.' while othe1•s have 
·bcc.c:. m.odc:rnized and are quite cltal-:.gC::d in a:;xpc:ll"'ance., 

:2ve:r;:r:there the l1E:W and g:t•o•Hi:;g pop~1:ltion, vl th its nc:-~r indust:,.~ics 
and new il."l·f.;erests, is ;:;:Qch in evide::.ce. Fi•c::n o;u;c end of Ilighway l;9 to 
the ether rece::ttly e:t·ect;cd signs aclvel"tioe subdivisicus.. In 'tilZ.r::y places 
s·c:.:cot.: al"e ;;:.:,;:.•eady laid out, hous(;s a.:re built, a.."ld Sl.tp;::a-.n:'•"}l:.C.:~o o.re 
s:v::ill;,i;i~ u:;;> li..\e gigantic mush:roo:m. These do·•r0lop1:.0nts e:z;::;:o:;u· to be 
o:f t't;o r::..tljo::- typ:c;s -- m•bru:J. homes for industrial ani! com::nercial ~rork.ers 
near the Jnrger tow.as, an.d retir~er.t; a:c.d co·u.ntry hc.:n.es in the rura;t 
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dis"'2;l"'ic·i:iso f,_ 
1
.l=l1:d rus:1 a is l:t:.~O.c:r vrc..y 'vhich io ::rt.i~\ll""ine ·Cb:8 r~:otl1cr ~de 

Cou:r~::y as i'"'~ J:V.1D r.:.::;t t~~::l sti:c::.:·od Bi~1ce tl:~~ gold ruG~£l. 3iz:cc 
bubble ~:z~~b::..1.1y 1f~~li l:.;)t bu.r~:r..;_, ;:.,;:: lc~l.St~ ~s 10L13 e~ "'Gl"1.e y~.;:_::.U.:zt2..._.;:;. £:41.0. 

tt.:.e eco~;.om.;:r cc:~:r~inue to boca, tl::.::: offoct;s on "t.to l;lndsca.:to a::e botw.d ~eo 
be r:.:>:L~o ]ro:":'- · ·):::?:.t:....: oi' ~'=-i:·~eo 

~ ·~::::.c rz.ue~;tio:l1 Ul•iaes., ·wa.z.t. is lof"'~ to illi.::.Z"Crz./r;;e 
a.~·~~- .~ ...... 0 ~c.he ~~oi.~ ~ks~1 s"co:.,.~r? !·~o:..evt~.l:'.,tol~.r, ·c::-,e r:hysicc: :cesot.U.~ces 
ye·c ::.:· ... _:'line c::"·8 still i1".1::_,.,rcti)civco VJi~~h prc:pc:: end 1~·o·m.J1~ 
ac~~i·~:.;~~.:." e·r::.ou<;h cS-'1 be -pre~:.;u-,ed .. Go p~:.."'p:.;:r-"cl·\.:t.c the look, the zr1ell.1 aud 
th.e intanGible urcolin:Zu of the Mo .. 4;hcr ~C.c. 

P:i.rs·t. in i:!(p.o::~ztce, rK.::r:laJ)S; ~c "tl'le lone zt:retches of tcot;hi:W. c..::d 
r.:,.~u.n.t . .ail1. country ~.;;::aveJ. .. scd by the Stl"'0tchoz ot I·Iig.1;."1·ray ~·9 that &X'e not 
ye:t; sufficicr::Uy "L}:::;.4 0VOd" ·t.;o a:J:tc:: sig:..:.ifica:atly ·chc character of ·;;.c:1e 
scene. Such scctim•.:. include the follow.i.ng: 

1. lta.:ri noca~H.adera. County line north ·co ~otja.cl-:: (about 6 miles 
sou:chcast of-~-'larip:>sa). 

2. MtQ :Bullion (about 6 miles norti>.oTes·c of r-:ari!JO:r;a.) north to the 
junction of Hig);.ways 49 ::al.d 108 (about 3 miles sou·cl::J. of .J~esJ,;;o<..,"'D), 
c:;.:ce::ic for about five miles at Jacksonville to be flooded by thll ::ew 
Don P0dro Reservoir. 

3. North outskirts of Sonora. (&.bout 2·} miles north of city limits) 
north to Angels Cz.."'llp. 

4. S"u:ttel' C:oee}( no:.--th to Eldoraeo ( excep·i:; fo:• the section extending 
about .14 miles north fi•om Ply;ll.outh to be flooded ·oy the l'1'asb.vllle Reservoir i. 

5o Jt:nction of State H1ghlm.ys 49 <:tnd 193 (-b mile nm.··tn of Placerville) 
north to the l·:tidd..le Fork o'Z the llW.Cric(;;;.l1 J:':i vc:r south of Au1;,-... .:,::u.. 

6. N01·th out;sld.rt;s of Aubw::1 (about 4 miles north of city limits) 
north to C.'rass Valley, e:!.::cept. :J:m: areas of in"iiensiv.:li dwveloJ;.::ler.t. 

7. lieva.da City to Sierraville. 
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1;.-:~:t·g(Z·Z" ~:.c>~T ... :.s _, t;~1C:·:.:;:; }_:)1:1ces 
of tb.-2 gold :::-·\.;.:sh ~:r:;ol"y r.11 

Cit/·i, 
·Ji~c::r, 

2..r..CL I-!o~ .. ni.·Gos 1$ l:.. 

Ek::D-~~tcl"'"ec1 t;:"rro-·L:zhc'..-~w~ t::.otL-:;:::~ Cc:~r;.trJ,r ~:: .. :"'.:; li:t:;o::·~~ '"i '"i ::l : . ._·;;u:~·~ds 
of hic··;;o:~:.c ~~i~~·:;s c.:::~:l bt'"l-ilC.i~:gG c~zs.c>cia,J~cd \Tl~~l·l tl:e goli ....... v 

~ .... 2~s b~c:n i;::d::c;;;~t.GC·~1 riln;:r "~he so a;;.lt.Z: ~Jcc..ted i::.1 t~10 ·~c·:.r.t!s ~~;;.:1-C. ci tic:o 

t:::.o:cc ::.~-.. ~:T :Er~a:::d alone, cxf \;lith ;.: .. :D.s:.ll cl·~..:.s-~;~:·:--s of co::.:.p:~::;W..or.tsJ -co r~z:3-a"' l.'k.;.0re v 

bustl:tr:.g cl:.:i:1g cc:m:;>s, novt c..Jil:o::;t cc:~,l)l~t:;cly obli to::"~w~;cd~ a:.J.cc t:!""..l""i vcd 
o::." ... ~l~e;r~ g'l"'c:u::?3 o:t· rcir:.c:.~s one~ ·fj·~~:.::e:le::;;Cl a1~0. .. :;oilC·6. fo"::' gold.,. ·;.;:.t~ j:;;:i "'.;t.::s 
rr..~y n~:t;.; ""0e o:1ly by c:-."·'-wbli¥:.:; \·ralls, by clczE~l ... t<~d r~·;.::.~;.~ :~~u­

::::"l·ozc.:5s, by tell .. ::al~ L10Ul1ds of ~;:;m .. ~:od ez:..:c~:.:.h~ by tl .. !e rrt~O!'le f'ro::: .. ~s a~1d 
l""US.:.;i:cg il"'on st'!ut·:.;e:t:·s of lo~g des~:.~tcd s.~co:;:·es, or siD:.:;;ly by l"'.isto~ical 
marke:1·s. 

?/5.:J.-r:.y of 'thes0 s:L:19.llell"llt ::::ites c..:!."a ir:-(f'R""CSSi"Ve ao the:r erlst tade.y, and 
~chey k:t"gely c2.1~y tl'!'-.:.:i::: o··ir:.::.e~ r: .. ;::r::cz.gGG~ Such z.rGruct'U:!:"es as old Bayley 
l!ouwc near pilot Hill, the ?ioneo::r..· Hot0l ~t, Sl-.:.e~:; ~11Ci tr~e old 
But.~ce s·carc SC"J.th of Jac?::sor.:. i::lvvke J~he l~~S"C c.~~s ~Gh~y c::<~c,) C..~1& they 
would 1 .. 0q-u.i:ce o~'lly c. .r.;.erC.est ar:1ow.-.t of i::d;;;:.:tl"'I.t.'""e-'c8-C.ion -co -be ~de:r-si;ood. 
O"ch~l~ si. -'ccs ~ such t~s ~c.l:e hyd:."'~ulic dic;s::in.;zc LC:ar Gold Run~) ~::;he old. fl't.Ele 
or.t. the :·~..):r.~Gl1 Bloomfield Road ju.st; ~".ort;h of :~:(rvc.,du Cit:;r, or the "'~.r<s.:t:.el'· 

C:.i·.;.:;:n, e.:i;; 17;.;::.:.ch Cv~r3..l ~·ZJl"'ha::_:;s ,,l'ot.::d. not. (Je :rccor;~"lize:d by the ave:,_~gc 
~:;u1..l.ri ::;t :.:..s o~::i:r;.g of gold r.1.sh. o~~>ig:in a::."!d zn.ig)lt rcqui:."'e a r.1ore de .. ~a.iled 
a:n.d j i...,.·~=: si~1u.ti ve tyt...c of' inte;rpt ... crce..:~iol'l~ 

0.:_1.0 .. ty-gr; of site ~ll):r~.::211'Ws to roqul:t*e S11~cial m.eLrGio::l. IJ:this is ·;:;he 
old q,1.:u:::."tZ rtrlncQ Ev·~.Ldences cf ~bs.ndc~r~Gd Gha:·ts c.nd ::dl1s a:ca encour.::~c:red 
a:U:~os:c evc::.·yt·rl:G:;:e ulo1'"<g the Moth or LoC:e G;.:r;.d it;:; r;.or"che:.~ly CJ::te::-J.zions. The 
".:fca:t~hel ... ad pile of :lS tt!e ~Q.biquitous s~r::-:b,,:,l ol the quartz 
erG.. 1·1uch l""'~ ... al .. .; how~var, is the ~,;rell-l4.""Cs~::::;.,~ed mi:;.:;.e cow:plcx or un.dcr­
grour.td w·ol"'l-:i~:rgs ar.;.d ZUl"'face otx~c-~m-es :~rtill su.:eticicr.tG1;:,r i~1.t\S:.ct ·t,o 
illu~t.~"'ate the ::.·utter cc·:'lJ?lex :p.roccss0s of ext:ro..cting and reducing ores. 
Amo;;;,g the mo:.te obvious minos co::.wc::U.e:ut ·;;;o }Iigr•·w-oy !,9 and sui·i;able, 
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V<;...... •. .,. ................ ~ 
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£::016. 
i::. "" 

:.:-.::~-.:.:.~:··.2;~ of 
T,·[(/.f'i2; 

sit..:~::s 

((z tl:.G {;~:.c. 

~~·i~;rc;; ;;:5 .. -:~c;:;, oi" 

::::-.~~~"k.; £.J.c2.;.~·~o:?f --..;..;,:J- ..... ., n~:.:.:;:;~te 
~::;G..::'i~ ~:s"'e:::c:·~.:c "i;;}r.c ::;~Lt;c 0~ th:.0 iz:.i·i;i~·,.l Bi.c:!'"X~~~n C.;.;ld :G~:J:l;':; Cliscc\r-2:r.'"':r~ .t~l10 

fi:.:.c:r.;r::, ~C:.:J.::rc::.~:,s r::.:l~·.:in.g w;;o~·.T ... "!;· 
:c.:i:rrl323., (;.,::G. ·;;:~c J.::.J..-:>~t 

ev .. t~(:.:!CG oi" hy&:..·\.;~:.~llc 

o"i~ a.. c;;_::.~"·bz r:rln.e v1i·~h its 
c:i::.t~:::;;.C:~.~:;:; cill, l::u.t}d'lCU.S0 ;&:;ld ::d:.:Cl"" .3 r; hc::..~GG" 

Old 
t~_:::; 

c:e .,.;~~ .. ~ .. '"""'7 .. ci:--~ G'U~;J;,""'~l:; e.::d ,..ChG~ .. IS\.~~>~$ 

&..::.:.0.. i ~ ~ 1-:!~.rt:.J.:~a::;o ·t:"!e 
f\::>:~:c:: t.:i-'2: -i.l.:·::.cZi"bo:·~e c:ri.~ c . .J:~~: 1-::.l·vjoc<:;--·4~0 

1:""'.;1:::.::-:.o :L'.h(;:,:y- lrlll ~~ C01:.w 

..... 

1:n. s:.::;;::.:::.:::..';/:; ti:~e::. .. o ~.Jt.ill e:d::r:; c:.::cr;_::._~:,)l :::·:·.:.:~:rsicc..l ::-ce;o~"cos '"Co :y"C:L"':w.it an 
ef'fccti v~ y~·os~~n~'J.~bion of the :::;olU. x-ush s"Col~~r 9 I:.;;rt thesl!! l ... eco"!..tcccs 
are ta;;. ... fr.;.t;.re:.."' "0l:an they we~,.e t\·1Cii.t .. y yeJ:.i ... s a:;o, and they e.re dicz..r:·:::~~ing 

r<lpidly. 
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i:Cs 
t:.1e: 2·:0.:~~r ;;;i:t·~:J i"Ol'* -~=-"~C 
o"cjective :::t h2.~ bee::::. l~i.~·~,'l"!'.·~·:::~b:y :::..·~;.ccczsi\:.1~ 

~'"-'•'II~'}'"' .~ •• , ... "'"" 
.i.""'.J.. ........... ,.,.. .. ~1,.1 

rtll.")::•e cc;~-:~:;rc~~~·::: s::.. "'~'"8 r:::roc~-::·c:r.J. 
:i .. r~i.;·~:~:r-·:Jot~:; to cc~·2c;:::~(;··..:: 

o:f' 

~; ' .... _ ...... 

T:10 
:;::~~-.. lGr of" zi~:;~;:;;) ~out a 
local o::."" : ... :;·~::c:.:s.l 

of 
builC:.n~s r.t:..""0 ;:;c~t<.>~rc6. c..::.d loz.t.o It 2L'"\:;/~ t;.ho ~a:."~:!.(;; ~~.\;::_~ lio't~ ";:,·:·7~lvi~ 
f:.::.Jt1~0l."' ::.;oC:.c ~::·:;c;;s o:."" cJ.:·u.~te:.t•;? of' sites \~rt.;.ich. '~rC;::;c -uy -~::o 

Di ~.ri;;:lo::.:. :1 s hi rriJ~ .. )::L•ical co::.:.zul"tJ.rr:; c.s :.9::;cc;wz;zins tf:.e l::.igho::3; };?iori·Cy 
for ~cq·ct;;;;it.:l.on. 

~}b~t~,;c 

tin::::, t:·.t::. :..1 ::r:-;ud~r vrlll \."!o:::.fi:~c i -~ sc .. ~ ·? tu 

G:.)~ ... d L\'.!.~·;:l :;:.i·i:: .... '~Jn 5_: .. :-~ i~.;-,.c S:7,c:···._ .. :.:·:.v::; (>.·;16~ ~·"' ·;,"'' . .-~ 
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ccl::.,::~·-~.:o:::~"~~~0i:::·,;:: ~c::(:: g~:JlG. l~..:;.s:l ::.~:. C.:lli:1:\:.l~"}~-.:.::~~ i~:...:~.:.::~;e;::."'v~ 

o:t 
t.:.,iz::ly s:.g::ificu::~:c 

tht:. t ·C:Jid. code~ Sc.~~o 

( z~) ;:: :Mr:~·-~~ 3l~~~~~;~?:i;};i:S~~~~i {) 
rlo:t:~·:.:.hoas"Gc::l""n J i·--·d \:.s o:t· tb:~ Siili·~.t·.;::,.~1 C0l.d 

·~n~.c::;:;-~:.;j_ i::~ Pltl:M~.:::s Co~ti~/· J:Cal" 
·'!~"- .. ·~·~ • .;" .. ~· .\1 ,:(,...,!"\. ~':'!r""....,.,.,~ ..... ,..'\'l.'r'l.:~'!">"~V< ..,_,e;.;;.Lvp v.~...:~. ............ ...,.) ..._,.......,..._......,._·~~,.<,.,._ <..;; ~~.:-v......,..),v ....... J......,_ 

iTJ.Cl"Cd:~$ ~::.l'...G O:.:'Git:::.:.3iVV \·~·c.,:L~~:i::Jz~ of ~chc Pll::r:.;1s·3~"'~;;.Q. 

:·:.:ine) o~:3::.1.0ci i:.1 l8)lp :a::.J.d t::rl.1ich 't~rc:.::;. ... o 
d:..:.::;:·i~-:·: -~L·~ 12>"/0 ~ s. t-Ji th 
c.~:d :;.at irr-::. :..irJ1 G"'Catr::.: of 
'/·: 1, (.l." 0.'7? ., 9"'9;'• "'" .. :11 C"·····-.,.; ,,., .. ~ .. -...:-. " u 1--.J;.. .,.,1 · ••. n ... '""" """"''d .. ~•J...lu -··" V.i.. 

m:J..nc ac7·.-·~l·i.:~~stl .. ~~Give ·..)".lildi:JJS 
'i'~'lG c..3socia·~cd. con:~:~""ly t~o'tr.J., 
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2, 232 ~c::;:~~o e.t. ~cl!i~;;; 

5.? 0'"(0 c;:;::~.::s g 

J.)ictt:.:"'Cf.;>:l~:.; ~'ld 

O'!.i .. "~­
·~he 

i::.::~c:.::·:r_~8·i:s..-~ic:.::. of' 

"~/(::,:;"(; c:.;::;::c.c.\"'-:~tic:.~.? t.~lC y::~Aih: :2.!l-jlU~0S 

to~·:r.l. o± ... ~ . .J:t..~t~ El::rc:.:.J.:'ic.;lCl. 

Division 
c:.:.~:= ·c:t:.:.~ 

'I<.:~ 1.\S t:.: e 

of: ·i;h·c ,sold. ::·ush z"Ccry o '::.1-le ~=-:vc::.os c.,z-.:.6 P;~l:s iz:t;er-~ec<;i "'VG st .. ::.±"'±"' b.oJ;·Js 
'"'tho::, e :..:c:::d·~o~· c~ ·oQ 1?:Llcod i:::. o:;;~:r::.:Cicr.:. in ~who old rL~ fo:.."" O.c::o~-:e~t:ratiol1 

IP~~lN~cs. 

"b:f the c.:.:co."".r,J/.:i~:.?. of 
~.;he bo~~~:~~~·! r~~cel.'"'it:.l 

co:: .. !..l:!.s"Ccd. of' t::.·:~ t;:.i:ti~:s left ::~,j~~:x.c. 02.'"c6sir~J op-o~·at~ions ulo:J,_g; tl.::.c !i"c:J..tb.e:r 
Ttl \7\.:!1"' o !i:·:(:_~ u:: .. :c:J.:.'tc :_;:\1JC!J-:.;:::··~y oor.41"1Cd b:,l "tl~c S-:;~ .. Ce a~~ "~?lio ai tc is 8.0(.'? ... ::::; 
5, Ceo .:..cl"8~ in e::t~:c.:~., 

t~rls 
i;. .. OC/t.l,.rl.# 60 

~::.."'-:.:;:.1, t:1G 
a.c::~~ of ~ccili:::c;s 

:t1o::::·w to 
hi~t~or:c:c.l 

e:±~~:ti·:Co ;i'L~ I;:l.les of ·cc .. ili:."l;::;:J G.:Li ·~~ic }?Oi~:t~ c~·0 ~7vt·J;t"'~:ssive~ ana Jche 
Di v..L:sio:.J. t::.~:>Z-:8 ·co intc:· .. ""IL"~-~ tll.:: .. m. a:·c a v-.:.~:t~c~:!.~ cc1"'.:1~-e:~ 1:hicl1 t~~·oul\l c:o~ ... ··"a.ill 
a rr:.c·clel of a d'tcdc;c ~::.d ~t£1o:r-e n:ctr1.es ct d:e~C18:~Z:.-..~ Ol':S:t\.:.::tio:i:S ~~tc.rul& b.:;: 
shc~-r:.::.o :_.:"le s~.;.z:. .. :;,e C.Oe$ r~t; ?~ 'to sal .. vcze sd ~:.:.. ... oze!"'V'C ... ;;he J..a.J:gc d::'ed.::;:c, 
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-

rr~::-iiY.i.S ~:z;·S:.oa~~j 
end c. :L.~ccor:.st2'<'-...:.c~~:~c::l 

f:crl"' ::lsr~d s.c.:::;.ilisi tion 

is 

oi-cs s~·2(.:{·r:t:::z t:.:~ 

::·~:t~: .... ::i~ s.:'J.c6. r.:;-~:r.zvvi vl.t~z Colc.~:1~ ~·cr-..:.c"'~t=cs, 
1·-Tsr.s·\:;~· 1?1s.:J.s cc~ll 

:c~~(,rCc.;ctic::J. :?o-::..'"' ..:;r,hc his·toric 

~3 ec;:.«8s in 
LOl.,...~8.J.""Z; O:':CZ 

t(.:j:,~:."*2-i~1s: :::~ ~JOc;:;J:::;~oz l:'.dc;h :::.::.t~·..2::"'.;."t,:5 .. ~.:·~:. v~l·~o n_:.'j ~~~ 1-ocatio:l.l v·;: ... o:ec tt~~ 
i:-~::~·~~~ of the gold :.::~u~:: ur:c,::::, t::o 

'I.l:lC ~i-::.e.? 'J:.lCV'/eV0:'".L""!!i 

Wllf'o2"l"li~ r::;;;;,~r be t~::.r_p3Jiir.;.80. a.r~d 
i8 .. i::.l'i.!"0:l'CC:::OCL ""oy a l .. ~CCi.Tt.ly lic8~1.tS~d 

i:;.:;. Co1t:::.:i;,:,~~ of t.1:~;: 

oY ..:0hc r.:otl:c;;r ~d.c~ rrl:"lir:g 'tOt·r:~z. 

!·egio:ri::; ;J 

i·t ~-;as said 

'tTl~.:-_:.::;(}. o·il.t. ·the \::~~lir.;D·~ ~·:c.:;de:'l Ct:si::,;.oc~ s·~:."u~"Cu:.:.""CD~ b~t. a. ntmbel .. cf s-;.:b ... 
s·ca.r~tic.;,l bJ.~iclt btild.::.=cis :t-d. ... c~ t:1e 1850 "e an6. :.86:)~~ s s'l.L'Lvi ve. -'~-l"Cho:w.;::h 
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period Sacramento water:f'ront, a key transportation and c,.......m1 cation 
center tor the Mother lode. 

, <•> Sutter's Fort State Historical MonUlll.ent. In 
the o:f'f'ice of this largely' reconstructed fort in Sacramento, James w. 
Marshall brought to John A. Sutter, his employer, the first gold discovered 
in Coloma. During the first yea:r or two of the gold rush the fort was an 
outfitting point for the mines as well as a hospital for ill miners. 

(f) Bodie State Historical Pa:rk. located in the high 
desert of Mono County 1 the town of :Bodie was established as the result 
of an 1859 strike made by disappointed J.n'O&pectors :f'rom the declining 
Mother Lode. Well preserved by isolation and a dry climate, it has 
been termed "almost the prototype of the Western shost town. " 

b. State Scenic Roads and Parkwa~. As the result of legislation 
;passed in 1963 the "preservation and eDhancement 11 of scenic resources 
along California highways was made an official state policy and program.. 
By the Master PlAn for Scenic Highways adopted by the Legislature in 
1963 and subject to periodic adJustment, the State Legislature designates 
those highways which shall compose the State Scenic Highway System.. Roa.d.s 
thus included in the Master Plan do not actually' become Off'icial State 
Scenic Highways or &f'f:f:cial County Scenic Highways, bcnrever, until the 
roadways and rights-of-way have been designed to meet a series of scenic 
hig:bway standards and until local Jurisdictions have acted to provide 
scenic protection within designated adjacent corridors. 

Potentia.J.ly this program would seem to hold promise for checking the 
scenic destruction that 1s now so rapidly obliterating the historic 
landscape along roads in the Mother Lode Country. :the exi.sting Master 
Pl.an (as amended through 1965) includes nearly' au of state &ute 49, 
The Mother Lode Highway, :Ln the State Scenic Highway System. The sections 
of Route 49 .-pecifical.l,y so designated areJ 

l. From Route 41 near Oakhurst to Route 120 nea.r Moccasin 
Creek. 

2. F.rOJil Boute l20 to :Route 20 near Grass Valley. 

3. From Route 20 near lfevaaa City to Route 89 near 
SattJ.e;y. 

·In addition, certain east-vest roads crossing the Sierran Gold :Belt 
have been included 1n the state Scenic H:l.ghwa7 Syataa. 1beae :laclude 1 
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1. Route 20 from Route 49 eastward. to Route 80 near 
. .&nigrant Gap. 

2. Route 50 :trom. Route 49 eastward to the Nevada state 
line near lake Tahoe. 

3. Route 88 :trom. Route 49 near Jackson to :Route 89 near 
Picketts. 

4. Route 4 :tran Route 49 near A:ngels Camp to Route 89. 

s. Route l08 f'rom. Route 49 near Sonora. eastward to 
Route 395. 

6. Route l20 f'r0111. Route 49 near Chinese Caap to 
Route 49 near Moccasin Creek. 

1. Route l4o f'rom Route 49 near Mariposa to Iosemi te 
:National Park. 

8. Route 41 :f':rom. Route 49 nea:r Oakhurst to Iosemi te 
'National Fa.rk. 

At the northern end of the Sierra.:n Gold :Belt, Route 69 from Sattley 
north to Mohawk, the gateway to Plumas-Eureka State Park1 is also in 
the Scenic Highway System. (as is all of Route 69). 

"In actuality, however, as of June 1966, not a single foot of this 
extensive road mileage has yet been officially designated as a state 
Scenic Highway. Scenic Highway studies have been caupleted or are 
underway for only two short sections of Highway 49 (aPJ;lrOxilllately from 
Bassets to sattley and from Mariposa to Os.khurst). Also under study' is 
the section of Route 108 lying east of the Sierra crest. 

It should be noted that a. good percenta&e ot recent highway con­
struction in the Mother Lode Country reveals consideration for scenic 
values. In 1964 the Twain Harte section of Route 106 east of Sonora 
received honorable mention in Parade .Magazine'&' annual competition to 
select the best designed scenic highways in the lfat1on1 and in 1965 
the portion of Route 88 {the Carson Pass Highway) from Foster MeadoWs 
Road to east of Silver Iake was given the top award in the same contest. 

Nevertheless, long sections of Highway 49 and other routes in the 
Mother Lode have been officially included in the state 1 s t:reeway and 
expressway systems. The construction thus tar accom.plished in the 
Sierra foothill region to bring old highways up to expressway standard.& 
reveals that in llll!l.ey' places it has not been possible to reconcil the 
demands tor wider, straighter, and taster roadS Yitll the obJectives ot 
scenic and historical presen&tiOA. 
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In 1965 the state Legislature :passed Senate Bill 725 authorizing 
establishment of a State Barkway System and directing the State Bark 
Commission and the Advisory Committee on Scenic Highways to study the 
matter and recommend specific parkway routes. The plrkways would be 
"elongated p1rks" intended primarily for pleasure driving and designed 
specifically to preserve scenic, historic, and recreation values. They -
would differ :f'rOill scenic highways which, while intended to preserve lAnd· 
scape va.lues, are subject in design to the demands of tratfic. Thus 
scenic highways may be high-speed, hea.vy volume freeways or expressways. 

The state Park Commission has studied, or presently is studying, 
64 possible parkway routes, totalling 3,890 miles. A number o:f' these 
potential :parkWays are in the Mother Lode region, as is shown by the 
follaw1ng proJect names: 

Foresthill, ~edy Springs, Iron Mountain to Donner Isk.e, Coloma 
to Georgetown, Columbia to Italian Bar, Moccasin, Big !J!r'ees, Oroville 
to Plumas, and lone to Michiga:a. Bar. 

On Je.nua.ry 13, 1967, the Park Catmlission made its first reca:mnendationa 
to the Legislature by requesting the establishment of four :pa.rkway un:f.ts.­
None of these is in the Gold Rush Country. ·It is still too early to pre .. 
diet whether these first units, let alone the ones in the Mother Lode, will 
ever be built. It the parkway concept is actually' p.tt into practice, it 
could be a major f'actor, if not the major factor, in preserving a repre• 
sentative sample of the Sierran Gold Belt scene. 

Roadside rests, now an integral p!lrt o:f' the State's highway system 
and administered by the Division of Highways except when they are located 
in State Parks, offer another means for the preservation of historic 
scenes and structures. As yet this device bas been little used in the 
Mother Lode Country, but its potential value is demonstrated by the 
small :rest spot developed on Route 49 at carson Hill. The widened high• 
way right-of-way at this point, in addition to accOllltllOdating a state 
landmark Plaque and a memorial tablet placed on an old ore car, provides 
an uncluttered foreground for the view of the Morgan Mine "glory' hole" 
that lies beyond on the slope of carson Hill. 

c. County and Communit:y; ;preservation J.!'OJects. Despite a very 
considerable interest and pride in local history throughout the Sierran 
Gold Belt, the counties and towns of the Mother Iode Country, with 
certain notable exceptions, have not yet beceme maJor forces in the 
pt"eservation of' historic sites and scenes, OnJ.y a few of the counties 
are directly involved in pr'Otectiq historic B'tl:'ucturea. Mariposa · 
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County, for instance, continues to protect and use its 1854 Courthouse, 
the oldest such structure still f'unctionir:~g in the state. Amador County 
preserves two of the Kennedy Mine tailing wheels within a county l&l'k 
near Jackson. Nevada County maintains the Bridgeport covered bridge as 
p.\rt of its road system. And the reconstructed Mark Twain Cabin at 
Jackass Hill is protected in a small Taolumne County pe.:rk. 

On the other ha.nd, all but one of the thirteen Gold :Belt counties 
support county historical societies. Some of these organizations receive 
financial assistance from their county governments, and about halt of than 
o);lerate museums. Sometimes these museums are situated in historic build:l.ogs 
which are thus maintained and protected. The Nevada County Historical 
Society Museum, for example, is in old Firehouse :No. 1 in Nevada C1ty. 
The brick A. c. Brown hop.se, dating from the early 1860's, houses the 
Amador County Museum in ~ackson. 

Due to the short time availAble for this stud,y, the matter of 
existing zoning-lava and historic .districts could not be e.xamined;.;- A 
very few towns .... Volcano, Murpbys, and Johnsville in particular .... show 
evidence of concerted local effort to preserve and enhance the historic 
scene. Most camnunities, however, appear to lack either the public 
sentiment or the legal apparatus to prevent the incursions of 
inharmonious developnents. There is much said in Mother Lode Countey 
promotiona.l. literature concerning the herita&e of the gold rush and 
scenic beauty, but it is clearly evident that "progress" is o:rten given 
t:Lrst priority without 8Jly real attempt to adjust the new developnents 
toward the preservation and enhancement of the environment. 

Scattered throughout the Gold Belt, however, a.re notable e:mmples 
of historic preservation at the municipal level. Grass Valley, for 
instance, maintains and displays a large old Pelton wheel in a city 
pa.rk. The Community Hall at French Corral vas once a miners' hotel and, 
lAte; a school. 

d. P.rivate E£eservation efforts. Despite the Ja.rge~scale preservation 
projects being undertaken by the State and the historic structures mai.nta1Ded 
through county and community programs, the maJor factor in retaining the 
scel'lic and historic atmos:phere of the Mother Lode Countey has been and 
still is the cumulative action of the hundreds of individual owners who 
have held their properties in a relatively undeveloped state or who have 
sensitively preserved and restored historical values. 

Much of this preservation undoubtedly has not been the result ot 
. conscious effort. Many owners of old gold rush structures have not 

, desired to renovate them and have given them only enough mainteDBllce to 
keep them atandir:~g and, o:rten, occupied; but by this very neglect the 

- - buildings have been saved :from. destruct! ve modernization. other ranchers 
and holders of large tracts han preferred to continue raisiq cattle or 
harVesting timber to subd11'idiDgJ or they ban aot yet tcnmd subdivision 
sufficiently profitable. 



-

But much of the preservation has been deliberate, conducted by 
owners sensitive to the cultural and economic values of the gold rush 
heritage. Conspicuous in most of the surviving mining camps are the 
handsome old churches, the I.o.o.F. Halls, and the Masonic Halls which 
once played such prominent parts in community life and which are still, 
in many cases, in active use. Probably considerations of replacement 
cost have been important in the continued survival of these structures, 
but in many instances sentiment has been responsible for their preservation 
long beyond their real use:f'ulness to the owning organizations. 

The phenomenal growth of the tourist trade in the Mother Lode 
Country has encouraged and made practicable a very considerable amount 
of preservation and renovation. A number of mining period hotels and 
other bUildings, with or without Judicial modernization, have proved 
suitable tor present-day traveler accommodations. Such hostelries as 
the National Hotel in Nevada City, the Pioneer Hotel at Sheep Ranch, 
Hotel Leger at Mokelumne hill, the Mine House at Amador City, the 
St. George Hotel at Volcano, and the Murphys Hotel at Murphys are maJor 
factors in preserving the gold rush atmos:Pbere both of the towns in 
which they are located and of the entire Mother Lode Country. Numerous 
other old bUildings house restaurants, bars, garages, theaters, and other 
establishments for tourist accommodation. 

Another response to the tourist rush has been the preservation of old 
structures as commercial attractions in themselves or as places to 
display and sell goods which appeal to Mother Lode visitors. Thus there ·· 
is a generous sprinkling of "gold rush museums" and antique shops through• 
out the Sierra foothill region. Sometimes, ae with one or two so-called 
"frontier towns," these ·are out and out money-making ventures; more 
often they are operated to pr;-ovide the means required to maintain and 
keep open important historic structures or to hold together valuable 
collections of' gold rush relics. The Old Jail at Hornitos and the Lola 
Montez House at Grass Valley are e:xamples of' privately operated historic 
structures. 

In total number of' structures preserved and probably in overall 
landscape effect, the greatest contribution to the saving of' the Mother 
Lode atmosibere is undoubtedly being made by the many individuals who 
cherish and maintain gold ruSh ilom.es~ and, occasionally, commercial 
buildings as full-time or J)Brt•time residences. Up and dc:nm the entire 
Sierran Gold :Belt, in the larger cities, in the smallest hamlets, and 
in the agricultural countryside, one comes u}lOn these gemlike atruct'Ul'ea, 
perfectly restored to their original beaut;y. MaD,y others have been 
.mod.ernized almost beyond recognitien, but at le&lt they are being .. ve4. 
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VII. ASSESSMENT OF PRESENT AND PlANNED PRESERVATION EFFORTS 

It baa been seen that surviving physical resources for commemoratiDg 
the gold rush story are still reasonably plentiful and that they are 
sufficiently diverse in character to permit the illustration of' most 
P"~ases of the topic. It has also been developed that there is an active 
movement on the State, county, community, and individual'> levels to 
preserve historical and scemc val.ues in the Mother Lode Country. 

But it has been f'urtb.er shown that cha.Dges are taking place in 
the Gold Belt, that both the historic scene and historic structures are 
disappearing with ever-increasing rapidity. Unless channeled and 
controlled, these sweeping developnents will leave very 11 ttle except 
isolated parks, a few steep undeveloped canyons and hillsides, and a 
scattering of' old buildings to show' that the Mother Lode was ever any 
different in appearance and heritage from the rest of urbanized Call:t'ornia. 
This remnant would be entirely inadequate to convey a meaningful impression 
of what the gold rush really was. 

Are the existing and planned preservation measures sutficient to 
pr'otect What remains against the almost inexorable forces of change? 
An appraisal of the situation leads to the conclusion that they are not. 

The California State Park System preserves the most significant gold 
rush sites. At nearly every historical park in the Mother Lode, hOwever, 
there remains much to be done in the way of inholding acquisition, 
boundary expansion, structural rehabilitation, and interpretive developnent. 
Such measures are costly and are being given first priority in the Ste..te 
Park program.. It does not appear realistic, therefore, to antici:pe.te that 
the hopes of certain pr'eservationists for' .. the acquisition of additional 
gold rush ];arks will be realized :l.n time to save any significant portion 
of the remaining unprotected Mother Lode scene. 

The State Scenic Highway Law at first glAnce appears to offer a 
means of preserving a representative sample of the gold region landscape. 
Boute 49 and the maJor trans-Sierra roads crossing it are already included 
in the Master Plan for Scenic Highways, and when these routes are designated 
as Official state Scenic Higb.w.ys they should not onl,y be harmonious with 
the enviromnent and attract! ve within their rights-ot-way but they should 
run through wider corridors or bands of land within Ybich scenic values 
a.re protected. 

However, ma.ny miles of these roads have already been reconstructed 
to expressway standards with such extensive cuta a.ud fills that a 
restoration ot the landscape sca.rcel,y appea.rs practicable. Also, 
eatablisbment, t:l.na.:nciq aaa. ea:torcem.eD1; ot sceDic controlJI 1r& the . 
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corridors beyond the rights-of-way will be a responsibility of local 
governments, some of which apparently have as yet sbown little sympathy 
for strict limitation of roadside devel.opnent. Further, Scenic Highway 
studies in the Mother lode are proceeding at such a slow' pace that 
irreparable harm. to presently surviving landscape and cultural values 
undoubtedly will have been accomplished by the time significant sections 
of Official State Scenic Highways are established. In addition, the 
Scenic Highway program offers no real protection from such major landscape 
threats as reservoirs and freeways. To sum up., the Scenic Highway program 
offers an opportunity for landscape preservation in the Mother Lode, but 
it will not assure such preservation., It is still too early to estimate 
'When and if' the proposed ~te Parkway System will be etf'ecti ve in the 

· Sierra Gold Belt. 

County and cOOIIIlunity preservation ef'f'orts hold much promise. As 
the concepts of scenic easements, open space, zoning, and protection of 
historic districts become better known, it can be anticipated that they 
will be applied at least in scattered localities. With county historical 
societies gaining in strength and as the officers of' these groups learn 
more about the ways and means of preservation through membership in such 
larger organizations as the Conference of California Historical Societies 
and the National 'rrust for Historic Preservation., it can be expected that 
counties and towns will be under increased pressure to preserve their 
older public buildings and to acquire and save additional private structures. 

Here again, however, it takes time to create a climate for preservation 
whereas the forces of change are moving rapidly. And there are strong 
anti-preservation forces Wbich are constantly at work in the Mother Lode 
Country. Generally these forces are economic in nature, as is evidenced 
by the recent action of the Amador County Board of Supervisors in granting 
a permit for a large cement plant near Volcano despite protests by preser~ 
vationists. B,y the time historic conservation at the county and local 
level can successtull;y counterbalance such pressures there may be little 
left to save. · 

The prospects for private historical preservation are more difficult 
to assess. As long as historic sites continue to attract tourists and 
to be economic assets, it can be anticipated that the presently operating 
old gold rush hotels and the structures being used as curio shops, antique 
shops, restaurants, bars, and the like will continue to exist, less or 
course the inevitable losses due to i'ire., freeways, and changes of 
ownership. There undoubted.l;y'·-will even be a f'ew gains. But as urbaldzation 
continues and as land values ~- particularly assessed land values -~ increase., 
private owners of small homes in towns and of large :rural tracts will find 
it more and more difficult to stand the financial costs of sentiment. For 
several years the Conference of California Historical Societies and other 
preservation-minded groups have been sponaoriq J.esislatioJ1 :to give 
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historic sites the same sort of tax protection as is now accorded 
certain types of open s:J,;ace or "green belt" property, but thus far 
the concept has been rejected by the voters. It probably can be 
anticipated that a J.a.rge amount of private preservation will continue 
but that the total effect and im:J,;act will be drastically reduced as 
restored hOllles are hemmed i:n and "drowned" by a deluge of new 
construction. 

In summa.ry, }n"esent }n"eservation efforts at all levels will be 
carried into the fUture and some of them undoubtedly will be increased, 
but the results will only be piecemeal and they }n"'bably will not hold 
back or channel the forces of change in time to save that representative 
sample Which alone can truly convey the look and the feel of the gold 
rush era. 

Of the agencies now actively engaged in Mother Lode preservation, 
only the State of California appears to have the resources and the 
organization to carry out a program. of the magnitude required to save 
that representative sample. If the existing gold country state :parks and 
several additional ones could be linked by a continuous series of state 
parkways and scenic roads, and it the State and counties could be 
induced to save additioaal sites by acquisition, zoning, historic 
district ordinances, and by tax :relief, the task could be accomplished. 
But in view of the budgetary }n"Oblems facing California at present, it 
is highl.y Ulllikely that the State government could embark on such a 
J.a.rge-scale proJect in the immediate future. And tomorrow will be too 
late. 
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VIII. OPFOR'lUNITIEs FOR NATIONAL PARI: SERVICE PAR'.CICIPATIOB D 
PRO'l!ECTING MOTHER LODE COON'l!RI HISTORICAL VAilJES. 

Thus fa:r this study bas attempted to :me.ke clear three principal. 
points: 

One, an effective commemoration and illustration of the 
nationally significant gold rush story will not be achieved merely by 
preserving a disconnected series of historical parks, historic sites, 
and historic structures. A representative and reasonably continuous 
segment of the historic landscape along the entire length of the 
Sierran Gold Belt DlJJ.St also be preserved as a link between, and a 
setting for, the individual sites. 

Two, the historic and scenic resources required to achieve such an 
obJective still exist but are disappea;riJ18 rapidly. 

Three, when realistically appraised, existing preservation 
measures, even if strengthened in the fUture, offer little prospect 
for achieving any such vast design. 

It is readily appe.:rent that effective preservation of the Mother 
Lode will never cane about throu,gh piecemeal or. small-scale pla.nning. 
Only heroic measures, conceived with vision and applied on a grand scale, 
will suffice to preserve the unique character of a region about 225 
miles long and about 30 miles wide and at the same time provide the 
necessary room for the commercial, industrial, and residential develop. 
ment which must be accOiliDIOdated.-

To be successtu.l:i such an effort would require cooperation at all 
levels of government .. federal, state, and local. Regardless of 
whether the coordinating and pJ.e.nning agency was at the state or federal 
level, it is certain the the national government would be heavily involved. 
Federal water control proJects, federally financed highways, and federally 
administered lands (including p:l.l"ts of national forests) ere already 
important factors in the Mother Lode scene. Federal financing through 
such measures as the Ia.nd and Water Conservation Fund, Open S:pa.ce and 
Urban Renewal programs, and the Historic Preservation Act of 1966 undoubtedly 
vould be required. Federal controls concerning the salvaging or pro. 
tection of historical values in water control projects and highways 
financed, constructed, or licensed by the national government are 
already in effect. !Lhe Mother Lode Country has been studied by the 
National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings, and several sites 
have already been recognized as Registered Bational Historic landmarks. 

It is within the context of this need for broad-scale cooperative 
action and of the already existing federal interest in the region that 
the possibility of National Park Service participation in Mother Lode 
preservation must be considered. U the Park Service role is to be 



effective, it must be comxnensurate in size with the vastness of the 
pt"oblem, and it must complement, not supplant, other existing and 

. tu.ture programs. 

The great need, if the Mother Lode is to continue as a meaningf'ul 
illustration of the gold ruSh era, is twofold: 

One, there must be an overall agency, authority, or committee to 
evolve the grand design and. to coordinate efforts at all levelS of 
government toward its accomplishment. 

'l\(o1 there must be additional f\u:lds made available beyond those 
foreseeable from state and local sources and from existing and authorized 
federal pt"ogram.s. -

The National Pa.l:'k Service could assist :fn meeting both aspects of 
this need. If the State of California, for instance, should establish a 
special authority to plan and conduct Mother Lode preservation, the 
National Pa.l:'k Service could., if so empowered, serve in an advisory. 
capacity. The example of the Great River Road along the Mississippi 
River demonstrates the effectiveness'of Service assistance in establishing 
basic concepts, criteria, and design standards. 

Or, if a state agency is not forthcoming, the National Park Service 
might itself undertake the role of planning, coordinating, and operating 
agency. This could be accomplished by the establishment of a Mtional -
p:u-kway through the length of the Mother Lode Country or of a Nez Perce­
type ~tional historical park. 

In either case, advisory or operating, the Federal Governm.ent1 
through the National Park Service, m.ight contribute material.ly in 
funding Mother Lode preservation (beyond existing historic preservation, 
open sp1ce1 demonstration city, and other pt"Ograms). If the Service 
role should. remain advisory, the financial assistance would be through 
staff services and, possibly, through the establisbment of one or more 
national historical p1rks to pt"eserve key segments of the region. If 
the role is that of primary operation, the authorization of a national 
J;8.l"kway or Nez Perce-type na.tioml :park would involve large federal 

·expenditures. State and local financing would continue to be necessa.ry, 
but such federal contributions could vall be t~e factor that would make 
the entire undertaking practicable from the local point of view. 

Possibilities for the establishment of .National l?ark System areas 
in the Sierran Gold Belt can convenient:cy be considered under three 
categories: 

a. Traditional National Historical Parks. The establishment of 
one or more sizeable national parks in the Sierran Gold Belt. undoubtedl,y 
could be effective in protecting a selected IlUlD.ber ot historic sites 
and rept'Csentative samples of the historic landscape. It such parks 
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could be linked with each other and with existing State parks and other 
key sites by State Parkways or Scenic Highways, much of the desired 
degree of protection for the entire Mother Lode could be achieved. 

This possibility, therefore, is worth study1 but it probably will 
not offer a satisfactory solution. First, there is the matter of finding 
locations which would meet the criteria of national significance. It 
has already been seen that the maJor gold rush sites (and all of those 
in the Mother Lode that have been officially determined to be of national 
importance) are already within State Pa:rks1 where they are1 in general, 
being adequately protected and interpt"eted. 

The only real advantage of transferring one or more of the ];resent 
state 18l'ks to federal administration would be the more extensive deve1oP­
ment which would occur in the event that National Park Service appropriations 
permitted larger expenditures than the State can undertake. For example, 
consulting studies have recomm.ended that Marshall Gold Discovery state 
Historic Eark ideally should be expanded to extend from horizon to horizon 
of the basin in which it sits; but it seems unlikely that this objective 
can be obtained under state administration. Incidentally, if such an 
expmsion were undertaken under federal auspices, pu-ts of the basin 
would be ideal for the lease-back and sell-back techniques now being 
advocated for Foint Reyes National Seashore. 

-Second, if it should be decided that a representative complex of 
well-preserved mining towns, mines, mills, and typical Mother Lode 
terrain would have national significance as a representative example of 
the gold rush region, it probably would be difficult to select boundaries 
which would encomlJSss a sufficiently illustrative number of well-reserved 
sites within an administratively pra.cticable unit. The best sites for 
interpret! ve pur);lOSes are generally 'Widely scattered even though they 
may be in the same mining district. 

Third, the establishment of sizeable new parks in the Mother Lode 
Country would be extremely difficult from the stand:points ot cost and 
probably public opposition. Moat of the gold belt has long been in 
private ownership, and this land is now beginning to rise rapidly in 
price. Many owners see speculative :possibilities and might be unwilling 
to sell at reasonable prices. The National Eark Service, as has happened 
several times recently, ~ght obtain appropriations to purchase based on 
assessments of acreage, only to find that it would have to pay on the 
basis of subdivision lots. Also, as at Columbia State Historic Eark, 
ma.n,y mining town residents would obJect to sell1Dg the structures they 
have put much effort into restoring; or, it permitted to remain, they 
would protest against the restrictions unavoidable tor residents of 
historic districts. 
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It' such obstacles can be overcome, however, there are several 
areas along the Mother Lode which might well be studied further as 
possibilities for relatively large national parks, These include the 
following: 

1, Mt, Bull1on-Hornitos-Bear Valley Vicinity. This area, stretching 
along both aides of Highway 49 from south of Mt. Bullion northWard to 
the Merced River, with a large salient projecting westward to encompass 
Hornitos, lies largely within the boundaries of John c. Fremont's Mariposa 
Grant. Here were opened some of the earliest quartz mines in California, 
and here occurred one of the classic struggles over California land 
titles and mineral rights. The town of Horidtos is one of the best 
preserved of all mining camps; and several of the most famous mines, 
such as the Josephine and the Pine !Cree, are still in relAtively good 
condition and would make tine exhibits, And1 best of all, the scenery 
of this oak-studded foothill country, the typical setting of the Southern 
Mines, is yet virtually unspoiled, 

2. Volcano-Fiddletown Area. Next to Murthys and Hornitos, 
Volcano is perhaps the most picturesque Mother Lode town not already 
protected by a State park. It is situated in an attractive valley wooded 
by the ponderosa pines and oaks of the higher.·· foothills. Nearby is 
the impressive Indian grinding rock. The :road t:rm Volcano to Fiddletown 
climbs northward over a ridge vitb historical associations and then turns 
westward. The country is largely wooded,. but openings show where 
farmers and ranchers once flourished. Fi"<idletown contains a number of 
structures tram mining days, but present .. day emphasis appears to be on 
modernization, 

The quiet atmos:r;here of Volcano is threatened by a proposed cement 
plant nearby. The establishment of a U.tional :park would be more costly 
because of this proposal, but the good accomplished for preservation 
vould also be greater. · 

b. National Parkway. 'rhe national parkway has proved itself' a 
highly effective device for preserving and--presenting the scenic and 
historic character of a region. The owned-in-fee right-of-way of such 
a :parkway can be adjusted in width to assure maintaining as much of the 
roadside scene as is necessary, and it can be expa.nded-1;o include nearby 
places of natural and historic interest. The right-ot-way lands mAy 
be leased under conditions that will foster continuance of traditional 
agricultural or other uses. Thus the pe.rkwa;y traveler eees a "living" 
landscape rather than a states eXhibit, 

This technique is em:l.nent.l,y suitable tor use in the Mother Lode 
Countey where the pri.mar;y problem. is to eave a nar:row corridor of the 
native la».dscape through a nsion near.l,y 250 m:Llea loDg. B,y Judiciou.& 



'Widen:l.ngs of the right .. of .. wy the pa.rk'.-"By could be made to include a 
nlllll.ber o:f' the smaller gold rush tO'W'J.'4 historic sites, and even mines. 
Tbe acquired towns and structures, in some instances, could be restored 
and altered :f'or use as tourist accommodations; in other cases they 
could serve as interpretive e:xhibits; and in still others they might 
aim~ be parts o:f' a stabilized scene. 

~ In addition to the historic sites and structures within the right­
of-way, the :parkway should link and provide access to the State Historic 
Barks and to the best of the sites preserved by counties and communities 
and by private individuals in instances where firm provisions have been 
made for permanent availability to the public. In short, the :pa.rkwat"~~\ 
shoU:ld enable the traveler to reach the key sites. illustrating the ·· 
gold rush through a landscape faith:tul.ly reflecting the environment in \ 
which the miners 11 ved and worked. -: 

Selecting a route for such a parkway would not be easy. HigbwaJ' 49 
is the only continuous and reasonably direct route traversing the 
Mother U>de Country. In many places it is also the historic route, 
lying atop or closely :paralleling the :r;e.ck trails and stage roads of 
gold rush days., It links most o:f' the chief mining period towns and 
many of the key historic sites. In certa.:l.n sections, as along the North 
Yuba :River, geography has made it the only practicable route of travel 
for all types of travel, parkway or commercial. 

Yet, as has been seen, Highway 49 has already been so much "improved" 
that for long distances it would not be suitable from the design standpoint 
:f'or p:~.rk:W'ay use. Also:;- this route in certain sections is heavily used 
by commercial and high-speed traffic 1 a condition incomp;ttable w1 th a 
national p;trkway. The developnent of alternate routes for the local and 
commercial users would be expensive in any case and almost prohibitive 
in those places where Highway 49 occupies the most practicable road 
location. And, Highway 49 by no means provides access to all the 
sites which should be included in the parkway complex. 

For these reasons any continuous parkway through the gold rush 
country almost necessarily would have to combine portions of the present 
Route 49 w1 th sections of existing secondary roads and newly constructed 
parkway. As l.a.te as 1965 the official Ce.li:f'ornia State Highway Map 
indicated a proposed route for the Eastside Freeway that would stretch 
north and south at the base of the Sierran foothills. In general, this 
freeway would run quite close to the western fringe of the Sierran Gold 
Belt, and it can 'be anticipated that it would divert to itself a con .. 
sidera.ble :part ot the c011111.1ercial and high-speed traf'f':lc that llQW' uses 
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Highway 49. But there would still remain a substantial volume of 
tra:rf'ic between Mother Lode towns which would continue to use Route 49, 
and this traffic will increase as the gold country becomes more urbanized. 
Therefore, alternate expressway routes would still have to be constructed 
where the parkway would occupy the site of Route 49. . _ 

Among the lll8.llY' side roads which should be studied as possible · pa.rkWa:y 
alternates for sections of the present Route 49 are the following: 

l. Plumas-Eureka State Park-'-Mcilawk-Gbaeagle•llassets (Gold lAke 
Road). 

2. Gooeyear' s Bar-Forest...Allegb.eDT .. North Col\UII.bia-Nevat'la C1 ty 
(with side road to :North Bloanf'iel.d and MaJ..a:lri.ott :Diggins State lliatoric 
Park). 

3. Greenwood-Georgetown-Coloma. 

4. Plymouth-Fiddletown-Volcano. 

5. Martell to Jackson via Jackson Gate. 

6. San Andreas-Mountain ianeh-Sheep Ranch-Murphya·Doug]Aa Flat• 
Vallecito-Columbia. 

1. Columbia-Shaw's Flat-Jamestown-Stent-Jacksonville. 

a. Altaville-Copperopolis. 

9. Bear Valley-Hornitos..Mt. Bul.lion. 

A detailed study of the problem of a national :parkWa:y tbl:'ough the 
Mother Lode will probably lead to the following conclusions: 

l. There is no single road or continuous combination of single 
roads that would provide llU'kwaY access to all the gold region s1 tea a 
visitor should see to gain an adequate comprehension of the gold rush 
story. kn.y single route would necessarily bypass a l.arge number of 
important sites. Any parkway route would thus have to be a compromise, 
or the parkway would need to provide numerous side parkways leading to 
prime sites off the main route. 

2. Highway 49 occupies the best potential location for a Mother 
Lode parkway, but it is in such demand for every-da:r traffic, has 'been 
constructed to such higb expresswa.:r standa:rds in many places, and is so 
closely hemmed in by roadside developnents for long distances that there 
is very little practicable chance of emplDying more than hola:t;ed 
sections of it fo:r tull ::pa.rk.vay- prrpoaes. 
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3. Existing secondary roads which might be suitable for parkway 
use are of'ten unduly circuitous and lengthy in prop::~rtion to the number 
of sites to Which they give access. Also, most of such roads have con-·­
siderable existing commercial use, particularly for trucking forest pro­
ducts, and there vould be conSiderable local opposition to closing them 
to such traffic. Further, many of these side roads, particularly those 
leading down into river canyons, are narrow and vinding1 probably too 
much so for the average tourist; but rebuilding them vould deatro:y their 
historic character. 

4. Building a new p!lol'kway route pu"alleling Righwa:y 49 and avoiding 
most of the present secondary' roads vould be unsatisfactory from the in­
terpretation and preservation points of view, because most of the sites 
to be preserved and visited .are situated on the old roads. A new pu-k­
va.y would run largely through undeveloped country devoid of cultural 
remains. 

5. To take over lArge pu-ts of Route 49 and cormecting sections 
of secondary roads for the p!lol'll:'imy and to build substitute, pu"allel 
roads t:or everyday trat:t:ic would be tremendously e,X,J?ensive. And, as 
has been seen, there are localities in 'Which alternate locations for 
such roads are either nonex1stent or prohibitive in cost. 

For these reasons 1 it might be found impracticable to construct a 
single, continuous parkway the entire length of the Sierran Gold Belt. -
It might be necessary merely to construct sections of parkway where con­
ditions :permit, including loop roads leading off Route 49 to give access 
to series of important sites and to preserve key historic scenes. 
'l':ravelers would have to make their way between :parkway sections on 
Route 49 or other roads. Possibly through State and local cooperation, 
roadside zoning and improved highwa:y design could be applied to these 
coJmecting roads, giving them a more parklike character. 

c.. Nez Perce-tm National Historical Park. The recently authorized 
Nez Perce National Historical Park in Idaho introduced a new concept in 
National Park System areas. The significance of such a ;park stems not 
fr0111 the historical importance of any particular site but from the broad 
significance of' an entire region or era vhich is commemorated and 
illustrated by a series of sites in a variety of' ownerships cooperatively 
interpreted by fa.c11i ties supplied and maintained by the National Park 
Service. Under this concept the National Park Service administers only 
a :fraction of the sites vhich collectively make up the na.tioD&l historical 
p!.l'k. 

Like the national p.ll"kway1 this new type of p!.l'lt seems :pa.rt1cularJ.7 
applicable to the problems encountered in attempting to preserve the . / 
Mother Lode Countr,y. It would be more practicable than a p!.l'kwa:y traa V 
the standpoints of cost and local public acceptauce. But :1.1; would 
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also provide :far less protection for the overall historic scene. 

Under this type of ];m'k the Federal Government might acquire a 
number of the old mining· -towns and si tea--which most urgently require 
protection. Under "sell-back" or "lease-back" arrangements the present 
life of these towns coul.d continue, but the restoration of 1nd1 vidual 
structures and the maintenance of the historic scenes could be assured. 
'!he Federal Government might also, under this type of p1:rk1 construct 
parkWays to link related groups of a1 tes where eu.ch action would foster 
interpretation and preservation. 

Existing state parks1 county-owned sites, and privately owned sites 
can by cooperative agreement be brought into the national historical :park. 
'!he National Park Service in such cases would coordinate the interpretive 
services so that the story presented at sites all along the Mother lode 
would make a un1 t. 

The success of such a pl.8.n in the Sierran Gold Belt would depend -
upon the willingness of the State and county governments to join in pro­
tecting a belt of typical mining country scene along the roads linking 
the sites making up the :park. ~s protection could be created by State 
Parkways, State Scenic Highways, or by the establishment of effective 
zoning or scenic easements. It perhaps coul.d not be a continuous belt, 
but it should be sufficiently extensive to prevent the sites from being 
isolated bits of the gold rush scene surrounded by urban developnent. 

It is apparent that this type of p1:rk would require a coordinating 
authority or agency to create and approve an overall plan for preservation 
throughout the Mother lode Country and to obtain State and local cooperation 
in that plan. The National Park Service might assist and advise such 
an author! ty in prepu"ing the plan, but probably it should not be the 
prOlll.otional agency or the one responsible for obtaining state and local 
participation. 'l'he :tark probably would win more local support if the 
role of the Service could be confined to providing technical assistance 
and to operating the :park once it was established. '!he demand for such 
a park must come from the ground up. It probably could not be successtul..cy 
imposed upon the region by a central government. 

At the present time it appears premature to auggest specific sites 
which-might be acquired by the Federal Government as :parts of a Nez 
Perce-type :National Park. Names ot yet unspoiled gold :rush towns, mines 
suitable for exhibit purposes, &Dd outstanding individual structures 
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have been indicated throughout this report. But the selection of 
p:t.rticular :features can only be made profitably a.f'ter the probable extent 
of state and local pt.l'ticipa.tion has been determined. Only then can 
the overall dimensions of the project be established and detailed study 
of individual sites be un~en. 
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But old mining towns are rapidly being modernized. 
T'ne main street o.f Jackson. 

express~eys nave replaced the meal~derir~ 
roads, cutt.ing off con"cact with. the paGt. 

State Route 49 north of San Andreas. 
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of historic terrain. Foundations of Fremont's Benton 

lli.ills at Bagby., soon to be :flooded. 

are rapidly wrecking ml'l.ny gold :rush buildings. 
Rercaina of Stc:wa.:rt :Brothers Store, '.l'i.mbuctoo. 
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