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THE MOTHER LODE COUNTRY, CALIFORNIA:
A RECONNAISSANCE OF PRESERVATION NEEDS
1. INTRODUCTION

a, Authorization. In connecticn with the curreat effort to identify
suggested areas that would be desirable to round out the Natlonal Park
System by 1972, the Division of National Park System Plan and Natural
landmarks Surveys requested the assistance of the Western Regional Office
in making "a preliminary reconmaissance of the scope of the Natiomal
Park Service's involvement in the preservation and interpretation of the
mining story in the Californis Mother Lode country." By a memorandum of
August 9, 1966, Mr. Chester C, Brown, Chief, Division of National Park
System Plan and Natural landmarks Surveys, approved the Regional Office
suggestions for participating in the survey and authorized reimbursement
of expenses,

b. Purpose. The discovery of gold in California in 1848 and the
great rush to the California mining districts that followed were events
of major significance in the develomment ol the United States, This
vhase of the country's history is not adequately represented in the
National Park System,

The purpose of thils study is to identify historic properties related
to the gold rush story that may be consldered for possible addition to the
Rational Park System; to identify other ways and means by which the
National Park Service may contribute to the preservation of the major
sites and scenes required to adequately commemorate and illustrate the
gold rush; and to suggest possible methods by which the Natlonal Park
Service, in cooperation with the State of California and other agencies,
can assist in interyreting the mining story in a unified and meaningful
manner,

The suggestions made in this report are preliminary. They wmay be
reassessed during more comprehensive studies at a later date to determine
fully their suitability and feasibility.

c. Survey personnel and procedure, This situdy was conducted by
Dr. John A, Hussey, Regilonal Historian, Western Region, Natlional Park
Service. A—field reconnalssance along the entire length of State
Highway 49 - a distance of about 334 miles -- and along mmerous Mother
Iode Country side roads during the periods October 25 « October 31 and
November 3 - November 4, 1966, formed the core of the study. This field
work was supplemented by library research, by consultation with State
agency officials, and by a personal acqualntence with the Gold Country
extending back for at least farty years,




State agency personnel consulted (in addition to several park
supervisors and rangers) were:

l. Division of Beaches and Parks
John H, Micheel, Supervisor of Intarpmetive Sexrvices
H, Lee Warren, Landscape Architect, Reservoir Develomuent Planning
Richard L. Humphrey, Regional Supervisor of Develorment
Allen W, Welts, State Park Historian
2, Department of Public Works

Harry D, Freeman, Deputy Director and Chairman, Interdepsrtmental
Committee on Scenic Highways {consulted by correspondence).

d, Definition of ares studied, The auriferous rocks and solls of
the western Sierra Nevada slope occur in a broad belt extending from
about the Fresno River on the south (with some out-croppings still
farther south in Kern County) to beyond Quinecy, in Plumas County, to
the north, In this great gold-bearing region James Marshall made his-
epoch-meking discovery in 1848, Here were located the bulk of the great
placer fields which drew men to Californis by the hundreds of thousands.
Here were the richest of the quartz mines which were the schools for the
ploneer miners of all the West and which sustained production after
the placers were exhausted or shut down, Here was the true heart of
the California gold rush., Xnown to geologists as the "Sierran Gold
Belt, " and sometimes called the "Mother Iode Mining Belt," this area
is the subject of this study. It is the Gold Rush Country, It is
the Mother lode Country,

It should be noted, however, that there 1s not universal agree-
ment &s to what area should be encompassed by the term "the Mother
Lode" or "the Mother lode Country." Strictly spesking, the Mother
Tode 1s a narrow belt of gold-bearing quartz veins extending for avoub
120 miles through the Sierrs Nevada foothlills from Mariposa on the south
to Georgetown on the north, Hence some writers have taken great pains
to distinguish the Mother lode mining region associated with this
restricted series of velns from the "Northern Mines" which lie, partly
at least, north of the main lode,

But this attempt to separate the Northern Mines from the Mother
Icde seams only to add more confusion to an already unsatisfactory
situation. Very early in the gold rush the terms "Northern Mines"
and "Southern Mines” were used to designate the diggings supplied,
respectively, from Sacramento and Stockton. Parts of the Mother Lode
vein system were in each of these districts, And the term "Northern -
Mines"” was expanded very soon to include diggings opened in the Shasta-
Trinity-Klemath regions which were entirely disconnected from the Slerra
wining belt,



Thus the attempt to apply the name “Northern Mines" to the section
of the Slerran Gold Belt north of the Mother Lode proper runs afoul an
earlier and firmly entrenched nomenclasture which applies to something
else, 1L seems preferable to follow mresent-day popular usage and the
terminology adopled by the Golden Chain Council of county chambers of
commerce along the gold belt by describing all the western Sierrs mining

region by the name of its best-known section, calling it the '"Mother
Lode Countxry,"



II. SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

The California gold rush was an event of oubstanding historical
significance for the Nation and the world, The physical resources for
the effective comeemoration and illustration of that event still exist
but, except for a few key sites preserved by the State of California
and a scattering of others maintained by local governuments and private
individuals, they are rapldly disappesring or are {threatened by pressures
often beyond the control of their owners, And the broad historic and
natural scenes so  vital to & proper understanding of the individual
sites are bedrg alicied on a vast scale by a variety of development
projects,

Existing and presently proposed preservation measures in the Mother
Iode Country apparently will be inadequate to achieve the required degree
of conservatlion, Overall regional planning, cooperative perticipation
at all levels of government, and the expenditure of large sums of money
will be necessary to accomplish the huge effort which alope wlill result
in saving enough sites and a sufficient sample of the historic landscarpe
to convey an adequate visualization of the gold rush,

Under existing legislation the Federal Govermment will be inveolved
firancially and vtherwise in the preservation of historical values in
the Mother Lode Country, But in addition to funds, the great need is -
for bechaical assistance and troad vislon in preparing an overall mEsSere
vation plan and for administrative assistance in caxryling such & plan
into execution.

The National Park Service could greatly advance the cause by providing
the needed planning assistance to a state or regional mreservation agency
or authority., The active participation of the Service in administering
Mother Lode sites probably alsce would be required to make & large reglonal
project or plan financially mracticable, This participation would be
most effective through the establishment of a Batlonsl Paxkway running
the length of the Sierran fold Belt, but costs and other considerations
cast sericus doubts upon the feasibility of such an undertaking, A Nez
Perce~type National Historical Park seems to offer a more practicable
solution although it would be far less effective than a parkway.

The possibilities for both the National Parkwey and the Nez Perce-
type Park should be studied in detail with a view to determining specific
site and route opportunities, probable costs, and the degree of state
and local participation that might be anticipated, But action must be
prompt, or the possibilities for an effective program will have vanished
forever,



III. HISTIORICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THE CALIFORNIA GOLD RUSH

Janes W, Marshall's discovery of gold at Coleowa in Celifornia on
January 24, 1848, inspired the first great international gold rush in
the history of North America. There had been earlier rushes, like that
to Zacatecas during the sixteenth century and that to the southern
Apoalachians earlier in the nineteenth century; but the headlong
nigration into Califorzia between 1848 and about 1858 far overshadowed
all its predecessors -= and all its successors. It changed the face
of the American West and influenced life in many distent parts of the
glove, It was apn event of major signiiicance in the developuent of the
United States,

When Marshall picked up his first nugget there were only about
14,000 Europeans in California, and they were virtually isolated
from the Atlantic sesboard, Two years later there were nearly 100,000
residents, and California was aduitted to the Union as a full-fledzed
state without haeving passed formally through territorial status., By 1852
there were about a quarter of a million people in California, and the
region was linked to the rest of the nation by steamship lines, a host
of salling ships, and by several narrow corridors of overland travel and
settlement, The Pacific Coast had been firmly linked by population,
sentiment, and communications to the Unlon, a conditlon which might
have taken years to accomplish had it not been for the gold mania,

From California eager prospectors swarmed out to new wmineral
fields in Australia, British Coluwmbia, Nevada, Colorado, Idaho, Arizona,
and other parts of the world and, perticularly, the Far Wesi, As one
keen observer has sald, the Callfornia rush “.571:. the basic pattern for
the miner’s frontier" everywhere in the West,® In the words of another
suthority, "the foothills of the Sierra Nevada was in fact a basic 2/

school in which the Far West studled the fundamentals of a new profession,’

The lessons learned in California enabled the miners to overcome
difficulties encountered in extracting ores elsevhere in the West, thus
encouraging the earlier settlement of large sections of the open countiry
between the Missouri frontier and the Pacific Cecast, With the mines to
provide markets, farmers and merchants trailed along into the wilderness,
establishing a more permanent bhasis for setilement, TFreighting and stage
lines, river boats, and pack trains multiplied; and in 1869 a transcontinental
rallroad was completed, all the results of demands created by this rising

1/Archibald Hanna in the Foreword to The California Gold Rush, by
| Ra%.pk)l Ké Andrist (New York: American Heritage Publishing Co., Inc.,
1501), <.

2/Rodman W, Paul, Mining Frontiers of the Far West, 18481880 (New
York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1963), 5T.




tide of economic activity, The rapld expansion of the mining frontier
bought disaster to the western Indians, however, for the mipers in thelr
mad scramble paid scant attention to native rights, even when they were
guaranteed by treaty.

The huge outpouring of gold from the Californla wines -- 1852 with
an estimated production of $81,204,700 was the top yeer ~= increcsed the
money supply over much of the world, but due to a rapidly growing population
and other causes the inflation was relatively wmild, Another effect of
California gold was to place capital in Western hands and thus lessen
the usual frontier dependence upon the Bast and EBurope to finance
develoment,

Since there were no legal precedents for sefttling many typss of
disputes which arose in the California gold fields, the miners devised
thelr own mining law, much of which was adopted throughout the West,

The miners also had no precedent for the Sierra land and climmste in which
they found themselves, for the hard work, camsraderie, crime, and eéxcesses
of the mining cemps, Vastly impressed by the "elephant,” a number of them
described what they saw for piblication, thus enriching American literature
and adding a few “classics" to the Nation's heritage. Truly has it been
said that gold was the cornerstone of Western development,

The national significance of the Califernia gold rush hasg been
glven ofificial recognition by the United States Governmment, After a
systematlic study of the entire Western mining frontier, the following
sites assoclated with the Sierran Gold Belt excitement have been declared
by the Secretary of the Interior to be eligible foxr the Registry of
National Historic landmarks: Coloma, Columbia, 0ld Sacramento Historic
District, San Francisce Old Mint, and Sutter's Fort,



IV, ASPECTS OF IHE GOLD RUSH MERITING CORIEMORATION

In the broad view the California gold rush was & relatively simpie
movement, In essence it consisted cf a sudden discovery followed by a
vast influx of miners who soon defined the extent of the gold region;
the develomment of new mining technlques, legal rpachinery, and social,
economlc, politicel, and cultural expedients to meet the demands of the
gold camps; the cxportation of these developments and of the ‘rush”
psychology to other parts of.the West &nd the more distant world;
the cconomic and political infliuence of California gold and increased
population; and the gradual decline of gold mining, But whea cxemined
in detall, it proves to be rather complex, with mumercus subthomes
which must be considered if the whole is to be understood.

Although geologists, hilstorians, ond other scholars heve quite
adequately treated most aspects of the gold rush, populer interest has
largely veen focused upon three grincipal toples: the discovery of gold,
migration by land and sea to the mines, and iife in the gold lields. By
far the greater part of the literature on the Califoraia gold exclitouent
is concentrated upon these subjects, Existing preservation mojects,
musews exinibits, and commemorative plagues reflect the same emphasis,
although to & lesser degree,

In planning any system of sites or interyretive nedls to illustrate
the broad story end signiflicance of the California gold rush, it will
be at once recognized that this popular interest, somewhat unevenly
focused though it may be, hes been and continues to be of immense value
in preserving and commemorating a most imporitsnt aspect of naticnal
and world history. Bub 1t will also be recognlzed that there are
additional topics, of no smaller intrinsic interesty, which should be
illustrated and commemorated if the whole picture is to be presented,

Among those additional subjects that require adequaete presentation
by site preservetion and other means are the following:

a, The geplomic sebting. The geologic history of the Bierran Gold
Balt was tae pasic factor in the exbent and develomnent of California
Mother Iode Country Mining., Mining methods changed in response to the
different itypes of gold-bearing formations encountered -- and exbausted,.

b, The peogravhic setting, Much of the character—of the Californie
gold rush resulted from the land in which it cccourred -« isclated, hot and
dry in sunmer and cold and wet in winter, abundantly watered in the north
and less favored in the south, and beautiful in & way that grew on the
wealthemad gold seekers sand held many of them long after hope of riches
nad vanished.




¢, Types of mining.

1. Simple placer mining methods. The first type of mining
auployed in Cajifornia was for the "free’ or "plascer” gold found in
stream deposits, gravels of old river beds, and other places where the
metal eroded from quartz veins had been deposited., The gold pan, cradle,
and lorg tem introduced by winers from Georgla and Mexico were soon
supplemented by such Californis innovations s the siulce box, Chafis
and sdits were driven into ancient river channels, a method known as
drift mining, The damuing and diverting of rivers to permit the
extraction of vhe gold lodzed in their beds was another esrlier vardent
of placer mining,

2, EBydraulic mining, The ides of exploying water under great
pressure to work placer deposits was originated in Hevada County in
in 1852 end 1853. It has been texwed “one of Califormials greatest
conbributions to mining, " and hes been introduced into many parts of
the earth.

3+ Dredaging., Although atteupts to dredge gold from stream
beds began early ir the mining rush, the first successful operation
was begun at Oroville in 1898, As the dredges became-largzer and more
efficient, they appeared on most of California's gold-bearing rivers,
and they have be¢en responsible Jor a vast oubput of gold,

L, Quartz minine, Gold-bearing quartz veins were first
workzed in 1849; arrastras and stamp mills, both introduced from other
mining areas ln the world, were scon atv work crushing the extracted ore,
However the sinking of deep shafts was not extensive until Improved
technigues developed by experienced Californians in the Comstock Lode
of Newada wexe brought into the State, The esrly stemp mills were so
greatly improved in the Siervan mines that they were known as "California
stomp mills,” They were used throughout the world, and as late as 1911
one authoritative reference work mistakenly attributed the invention of
the stamp will to Galifornisa,

d., Fhages of mining life.

ie ZTrongeortation and surnly

2, Mininz camp architecture

3¢ Dproma, art, literature

k, 'Toreisn" lansuspe and ethnie groups

5. Mimine lsw, crime, justice, mablic safety

e, Elfects of the California gold rush,

1. Disaster for the California Indians
2. Expansion of mining in the West and elsevhere in the world




3. Exmansion of egrlculbure, ccrmercee, transvorietion, and
nG

settlement in the VWest,

4, Zconomic effects in the West, the nation, ard the world
T oy

(including the establistiment of thres m:w mints in the West).

5. Influence of tachnolozical advances in minins unon
industry in geasral (for instance, the oeifects of the Fellon water
wneel upon the develotment of hyuo»loc“\;r"c ower; the effects of the~
mining flume systens upon the mublic utllit,; business and the develop-
ment of long distance telephone linesi and the disasters brought fo
valley egriculture and yiver transportation by hydraulice wmi mng.)

)
e



V., EXISTING PHYSICAL RESCURCES FOR COMMRMORATING AND ILLUSTRATING THE
GOLD RUSH SIORY

fp— e

Thirty years azo - 1 most places only twenty yeoars ago - the
Mother Iode Country lay lareely as it was when the tide of miners receded
during the 1860%s, '70%s, '80's, end *90's -= the decline was uncven as
the placers were exheusted in different localities, as most of the
hydraulic operations closed down in the 1880's, and as quartz mines
Tlourished, declined, ond were revived, Maoy old mining camps, though
rartly cesertved, were held together by longetime residents vio refused
to wove, Taough on @ reduced scale, gold mining continued as a way of
1ife until Worldd Way II; and at the close of hostiiities a muber of the
quertz mines, and even & few hydreulic opersatioms, were revived for about
a decade, 7Farmers who had supplied the miners with vezetabvles and frult
continued to work their pleturesque plots long after their major mawkeus
hzd evaporated.

thece and other factors tended to keep the gold rush alive along
the length of the Mother lode Country as something more than & dimiy
remcubered legerd, And assisting to preserve the setting was a slowing
of the forces of change, The 1930's were & pericd of reduced econcmic
activity, Although meny uncmployved flocked to the Slerra footinilis to
pan gold for food, these persens did not bulld supermerkets or lay out
subdivisions., The Sierra Nevada had not yet become popular for mass
winter and summer recreation, and the light automobile and truck tyaiflic
. had not yet created a demand for vastly Improved highweys, The stage
roads of the gold rush, scmetimes paved and slightly resligned, still
reandered over the grassgy, osk-studded foothills on which the scars
wade by ‘the indefatigable gold hunters were yet fresh, If Mark Twain
could have been dropped down into Tuolumne County in 1936 he would have
recognized the place instantly,

With the end of Viorld Wer IT this sibustion changed rapidly. Although
the Mother lode Couniry has heen byepassed by the greet waves of immigrants
wno have swept into Californis during the last two decades, it nevertheless
has received o significant influx both of newecezers and of older residents
of the State who are seeking reliel fron the more crowded areas, Many
of the larger gold towns are now expanding, and housing develomments are
springing up even in rural areas along Highway 49 and other roads.

Perhaps more important than the spscific rise in Mother Lode population
have been the economic effects of the vast growith elsevhere in Califorala,
This burgeoning developrent has created an imperative demand for the
resources of the Sierran Gold Belt -~ its timber, its lime, its marble,
its sand and gravel, its scenery, its antiquities end "entiques," and,
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perhaps most of all, its wacer, These demands in twendy years have
changed the face of the land,

As these new industries, or old industries intensifled, brought
rencwed activity to the Mother lode, the larmer gold rush towas such as
Grass Valley, Auburn, Juckson, and Sonora expanded and felt it necessary
to modernize, OLd stores and hotels dating from mianing days received
new fronts; scme old bulldipgs were demolished and repliaced by stmechbures
such as service siations which were not part of the gzold rush scene,

Such features es used car lots, automcblle Junk yards, and large neon
signs blossemed on nesrly every maln street and aporosch road, I
pejority of the large new bulldings, such &2 counby cowrtvhousges, post
ofTices, and retail stores, have been designed in today*s sityles,

The result has boen to destroy alwost complebely the effectiveness
of the larser towns as potenticl hlstorical resources Tor illustrating
the gold rush story. 4t is true that & renarkably large mumber of fine
014 pining«days structures sre paserved and nroudly maintaired in these
towns; and they are esgerly sousht oul by tourists and historians, Iut
generally these buildings sve go surroundad and isolated by wedsrmized or
new structures that the total, overall picture of a gold mining town has
been obscurad.. In several of these towns, such as Hevada City and
Mariposa, thece remains, however, the practicable possibility that
certaln strezts or districts could be restored,

The growth of industry in and nezr the Sierran Gold Belt as well as
the rhenomenal develowient of recreation in the higher mournbains to
the eastward has crested a durand for wider, straighter, and faster
roads, Highway 49 which traverses nesrly the entire length of the Mother
Lode Country and the principal trans-Sicrra roads which cross it from
east to west have been much improved, o much so that the very characier
cf the reglon they traverse has beon alierved iln many places, Frecways
now cut through or pass diresctly by Neveda City, Avburn, and Placerville,
Expressways lead to the outskirts of such old mining towns es Mariposa,
Conlterville, and Sonora, Long stretches of the old, meandering
Highway 49 have been replaced by high spzed roads which plough directly
whrough the countryside by cuts and fills and which effectively inhibit
any evocation of the past by those driving upon them,

Additional devastation to the historic scene has been wrought by
reservoirs, and projects now authorized and comtexsplated will further
obliterste rhysical rexinders of the gold era. Unfortunately, the river
channels and valleys which are so atiractive as reservoir locations were
also frequantly the scenes of the greatest mining aetivity, Romains
.and sites of toom towns, of ferries, early bridges, and stamp miils have
alrzedy besn flooded or are scheduled for inundation in the nezr future.
The enlerged Dxchequer Dam impoundwent on the Merced River will cover
the site of Bagby and the foundaticns of Zcnton Mills, the histordcally
important ploneer stamp mill erected by John Charles Fremont on the
Mariposa Estate, On the Tuolumne River, the next large streasm Vo vhe
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.:mr’:. the low Don Podro Roservoir willl drown Jecksonville, o geod porilon
of Weods mac:lm, anil about five miles of Highwey tielence Resorvolr
the Stenislaus Blver clready bos mede & laie wadsr the LI,L_;‘.AW...J 59 pridge
u.t Melonge, and She Q““ parged regsexrvolr will ficod the old mining canp
itgell, ﬁ“u:ﬁf'ﬁa.&(:"' briy .., vhe Jashville Roescrvoir will cover miles oif one
of the rost atlractive and historic seeiicons of Migwey 49, while on the
fpmerican River the "n,.bu.ru Do will drovn out long curetehes of the bHdale
and North Forks, The damsge done to t;.ﬁ historic scend by thess roservolrs
is wore serdcus than the nuxboer of spuore miles flooded would at first
glance in ‘ca‘ae) simce Uhe axiificiel lekes, cool cad greom whowe cuce
@ were rocky ceayens and grocsy hills, give a cempletel) 3
imyreselon of the ordigimal landocane,

g

“"fom To the Mother Lole Qouatry -

2 by snticue colle Cw@""m, oid Lotile
huntors, treasure seekers, m@l,oi'm. ~o of ndetoric sites, and ploin
vandais. Magy oid stone ond bedek  structures wideh .rr”v*c: in rensousbly
gocd conddvion, though descyied, twenly yiars age, hove beeo battered
to pléces by sorsens desiving the builidins mt@l"&.mlv‘; woodwork, or other
structural. elezents, Vandals have knocked holes in walls and otherwice

defzeed fine old buildings L}:.rou@m. mexe waliciovsness or in a sesrch for
so=called "hidden teensure” of gold dust, or old coins, Other struchures
““v\. bean c&nn:ibalizcci by eollectors or 'b" the creatcrs of aptificial
"ghost towns” or "pionesr villzges.,” VFany fioe old gold rush homes and
stores have bgen defaced .Dy the addi tmu m faney triw, glaring silgns,

or even dumries swspended from hangzzen's ropes, a_‘.J_ "D\-th.-:@ their cmc.rb
felt that the origlinal structures were nods sufficiently "authentie” or
eye=cotehing, u.*;lw%n There are mzxy enmanles of‘ e..»c@lwnc restorations
along the Mothsr lode, the reglon has sulfered almost as much from its
friends as fron the 'bmowtlwa ans "clfze wndidlerent.

Thae chorge in the choracter of the populstion and ip the reglonal
ceoncry was been »eflected in the laondsceps, The plcneers vho gusrded
Tae towns wd malmiedned the 1ittle wmouvnioin Jawes have largely
deasmcored.  Suell orchards and vogetuble fields have given way Lo ranges
for wee? cotilie, Thus the smaller gold seblilenonts have lost thoeir
woteimen, end the pleturesque rarch buildings of g,::).i.a rusn days are fax
fowis in punber, Many now stand degorted and fJorilovm, while others heve
botz modirnlzed apd are dquite charnged in anpeurance,

iy e"ma".mem 't:‘;; new and growing popula io:a, with its new industyics
and new lnverests, i.a suach in e .:.:.’;’.ﬁ::w‘f:. Foog o end of u,lmwzz;y’ 49 to

the cﬂﬂha‘«- recantly erected sipgns adveritice subdivisicwns. In wany places
ety are already ieid out, housefﬁ are budlt, and supdrmarkits re

spingine up Like giganbic mushrogas, Shose ea\mlogm“tu apsear b0 e
of two major types es rbun hones for industrisl and comere_iul Workers
near the larger towas, and retiremerdt and country benes in the ruxral
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period Sacramento waterfront, a key transportation and communication
center for the Mother Iode,

. (&) Sutter's Fort State Historical Momment., In
the office of this largely reconstructed fort in Sacramento, James W,
Marshall brought to John A, Sutter, his employer, the first gold discovered
in Coloma, During the first year or two of the gold rush the fort was an
outfitting point for the mines as well as a hospital for ill miners,

(r) Bodie State Hig_torical Park, Located in the high
desert of Mono County, the town of Bodie was established as the result
of an 1859 strike made by dissppointed prospectors from the declining
Mother Lode, Well preserved by isolation and a dry climate, it has
been termed "slmost the mrototype of the Westexn ghost town,”

b, State Scenic Roads and Parkways., As the result of legislation
passed in 1963 the 'preservation and enhancement" of scenic resources
along Californisa highways was made an officisl State policy and program,
By the Master Plan for Scenic Highways adopted by the Legislature in
1963 and subject to perlodic adjustment, the State Legislature designates
those highways which shall compose the State Scenic Highway System, Roads
thus included in the Master Plan do not actually become Official State
Scenic Highways or Offfcial County Scenic Highways, however, until the
roadways and rights~of=way have been designed to meet a series of scenic
highway standards and until local Jjurisdictions have acted to provide
scenlc protection within designated adjacent corridors.

Potentislly this program would seem to hold promise for checking the
scenic destruction that 1s now so rapidly obliterating the historic
landscape along roads in the Mother Iode Country. The existing Master
Plan (as amended through 1965) includes nearly all of State Route k9,

The Mother lode Highway, in the State Scenic Highway System, The sections
of Route 49 gpecifically so designated are:

1., Prow Route 41 nesr Oakhurst to Route 120 nesar Moccasin
Creek,

2. From Route 120 to Route 20 pear Grass Valley,

8. From Route 20 near Nevada City to Route 89 near
Sattley.

s,

- In addition, certain east.west roads crossing the Sierran Gold Belt
have been included in the State Scenle Highway System, These include!
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1. Route 20 from Route 49 eastward to Route 80 near
~ Buigrant Gap.

2, BRoute 50 from Route 49 eastward to the Nevada State
‘ line near lake Tahoe,

3., Route 88 from Route 49 near Jackson to Route 89 near
Picketts,

k, Route 4 from Route U9 near Angels Camp to Route 89,

5. Route 108 from Route 49 near Sonora eastward to
Route 395,

6. Route 120 frowm Route 49 near Chinese Camp to
Route 49 near Moccasin Creek,

T Route 140 from Route 49 nesr Mariposa to Yosemite
National Park,

8. BRoute 41 from Route 49 near Oakhurst to Yosemite
National Park,

At the northern end of the Sierram Gold Belt, Route 89 from Sattley
north to Mohawk, the gateway to Plumas-Eureke State Park, is also in
the Scenic Highway System (as is all of Route 89),

In actuality, however, as of June 1966, not a single foot of this
extensive road mileage has yet been officially designated as a State
Scenic Highway., Scenic Highway studies have been completed or are
underway for only two short sections of Highway 49 (appmroximately from
Bassets to Sattley and from Mariposas to Oskhurst), Also under study is
the section of Route 108 lying east of the Sierra crest.,

It should be noted that a good percentage of recent highway con-
struction in the Mother lode Country reveals consideration for scenic
values, In 1964 the Twain Harte section of Route 108 east of Sonora
received honorable mention in Parade Magazine's annual competition to
select the best designed scenic highways in the Nation, and in 1965
the portion of Route 88 (the Carson Pass Highway) from Foster Meadows
Road to east of Silver Iake wag glven the top award in the same contest,

Nevertheless, long sectlons of Highway 49 and other routes in the
Mother Lode have been officially included in the State's freeway and
expressway systems, The construction thus far accomplished in the
Sierra foothill regilon to bring old highways up to expressway standards
reveals that in many places it has not been possible to reconcil the
demands for wider, straighter, and faster roads with the objectives of
scenic and historical preservation,
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In 1965 the State Legislature passed Senate Bill 725 authorizing
establishment of a State Parkway System and directing the State Park
Commission and the Advisory Commlittee on Scenie Highways to study the
matter and recommend specific parkway routes, The parkways would be
"elongated parks" intended primarily for pleasure driving and designed
specifically to preserve scenic, historlc, and recreation values, They —
would differ from scenic highways which, while intended to preserve land-
scape values, are subject in design to the demands of traffic, Thus
scenic highways may be high-speed, heavy volume freeways or exmesswaya,

The State Park Commission has etudied, or presently le studylng,
64 possible parkway routes, totalling 3,890 miles, A number of these
potential parkways are in the Mother Lode region, as 1s shown by the
Tollowing rroject names:

. Foresthill, Tragedy Sirings, Iron Mountain to Donner lake, Coloma
to Georgetown, Columbia to Jtalisn Bar, Moccasin, Big Trees, Oroville
to Plumas, and lone to Michigan Bar,

On Jenuary 13, 1967, the Park Commission made its first recommendations
to the legislature by requesting the establishment of four yarkway unitss
None of these is in the Gold Rush Country, It is still too early to jprew
dict whether these first units, let alone the ones in the Mother lode, will
ever be bullt, If the parkway concept is actually put into practice, it
could be a major factor, if not the major factor, in preserving a remre-
septative sample of the Sierran Gold Belt scene,

Roadside rests, now an integral part of the State's highway system
and administered by the Division of Highways except when they are located
in State Parks, offer another means for the mreservation of historic
scenes and structures, Aas yet this device has been little used in the
Mother Iode Country, but its potential value is demonstrated by the -
small rest spot developed on Route 49 at Carson Hill, The widened high=
way right-of-way at this point, in addition to accommodating a State
Iandwark Plagque and & memorial tablet placed on an 0ld ore cex, provides
an uncluttered foreground for the view of the Morgan Mine "glory hole"
that lies beyond on the slope of Carson Hill,

¢, County and Commnity preservation mrojects, Despite a very
conslderable interest and prlde in local history throughout the Sierran
Gold Belt, the counties and towns of the Mother Lode Country, with
certain notable exceptions, have not yet become major forces in the
preservation of historic sites and scenes, Only a few of the countles
are directly iovolved in protecting historic structures, Mariposa =~ ~




County, for instance, continues to mrotect and use its 1854 Courthouse,
the oldest such structure still functioning in the State, Amador County
reserves twa of the Kennedy Mine tailing wheels within a county yark

. near Jackson, Neveda County meintains the Bridgeport covered bridge as
part of its rosd system, And the reconstructed Mark Twain Cabin at
Jackass Hill is mprotected in a small Twolumne County park.

On the other hand, all but one of the thirteen Gold Belt counties
gsupport county histordical societies, Some of these organizations receive
financial assistance from thelr county governments, and about hslf of them
operate musewns, Sometimes these museums ere situated in historic buildings
which are thus maintained and protected. The Nevada County Historical
Society Museum, for exsmple, is in old Firehouse No, 1 in Nevada Clty,

The brick A, C, Brown house, dating from the early 1660's, houses the
Awndor County Museum in Jackson,

Due to the short time available for this study, the matter of
existing zoninglaws and historic districts could not be exsmined;— A
very few towns == Volcano, Murphys, and Johneville in particular =~ show
evidence of concerted local effort to preserve and enhance the historic
scene, Most conmunities, however, appear to lack either the public
sentiment or the legal apparatus to prevent the incursions of
inharmonious develomments., There is much said in Mother Iode Country

- wromotional literature concerning the heritage of the gold r»ush and
scenic beauty, but it is clearly evident that "progress" is often given
first priority without any real attempt to adjust the new develomments
towvard the preservation and ephancement of the enviromment,

Scattered throughout the Geld Belt, howevey, are notable examples
of historic preservation at the municipal level, Grass Valley, for
instance, maintains and displays a large old Pelton wheel in a city
park, The Community Hall at Fremch Corral was once a miners' hotel and,
late; a school,

-

d, Private mreservation efforts, Despite the large-scale preservation
pojects being undertaken by the State and the historde structures maintained
through county and community yprogrsams, the major factor in retaining the
scenle and historic atmosphere of the Mother lode Country has been and
still is the cumulative action of the hundreds of individual owmers who
have held thelr properties in a relatively undeveloped state or who have
sensitively mreserved and restored historical values, ‘

Much of this preservation undoubtedly has not been the result of
.conscious effort, Many owners of old gold rush structures have not
‘desired to renovate them and have given them only enough maintenance to
keep them standing and, often, occupied; but by this very neglect the
buildings have heen saved from destructive modernization, Other ranchera
and holders of large tracts have mreferred to continue raising cattle or
bharvesting timber to aubdj.v;l.d;lmg; or thcy have ot yet found nubdiviaion
sufficiently profitable,
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But much of the preservation has been deliberate, conducted by
owners gensitive to the cultural and economlic values of the gold rush
heritage, Counsplcuous in most of the surviving mining camps are the
handsome old churches, the I,0,0,F. Halls, and the Masonic Halls which
once played such prominent parts in community life and which are atill,
in many cases, in active use, Probably considerations of replacement
cost have been important in the continued survival of these structures,
but in many instances sentiment has been responsible for their preservation
long beyond their real usefulness to the owning organizations,

The phenomenal growth of the tourist trade in the Mother lLode
Country has encouraged and made practicable a very considerable amount
of preservation and renovation, A number of mining period hotels and
other buildings, with or without judicial modernization, have proved
suitable for present-day traveler accommodations, Such hostelries as
the National Hotel in Nevada City, the Pioneer Hotel at Sheep Ranch,
Hotel Leger at Mokelumne hill, the Mine House at Amador City, the
St, George Hotel at Volcano, and the Murphys Hotel at Murphys are major
factors in preserving the gold rush atmosphere both of the towns in
vhich they are located and of the entire Mother lode Country. Numerous
other old bulldings house restaurants, bars, garages, theaters, and other
establishments for tourlst accommodation,

Another response to the tourist rush has been the preservation of old
structures as commercial attractions in themselves or as places to -
display and sell goods which appeal to Mother Lode visitors, Thus there
is a generous sprinkling of "gold rush museums” and antique shops throughe
out the Sierra foothill region, Sometimes, as with one or two so-called
"frontier towns,' these are out and out money-meking ventures; more
often they are operated to rovide the means required to maintain and
keep open important historic structures or to hold together valuable
collections of gold rush relics., The 0ld Jalil at Hornitos and the Lola
Montez House at Grass Valley are examples of privately operated historic
etructures,

In total nmumber of structures pmreserved and yrobably in overall
landscape effect, the greatest contribution to the saving of the Mother
lode atmosphere is undoubtedly being made by the many individuals who
cherish and malntain gold rush homes and, occasionally, commercial
buildings ag full-time or partetime residences, Up and down the entire
Sierran Gold Belt, in the larger cities, in the smallest hamlets, and
in the agricultural countryside, one comés upon these gemlike structures,
perfectly restored to their original beauty, Many others have been
modernized almost beyond recognitien, but at least they are being saved,
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VII, ASSESSMENT OF PRESENT AND PIANNED PRESERVATION EFFORTS

It has been seen that surviving physical resources for commemorating
the gold rush etory are still reasonably plentiful and that they are
sufficiently diverse in character to permit the illustration of most
phases of the topic, It has also been developed that there 1s an active
movement on the State, county, . community, and individual- levels to
preserve historical and scenic values in the Mother Lode Country.

But 1t has been further shown that changes are taking place in
the Gold Belt, that both the historic scene and historic etructures are
disappearing with everwincreasing rapidity. Unless channeled and
controlled, these sweeplng develomments will leave very little except
isolated parks, a few steep undeveloped canyons and hillsides, and a
scattering of old buildings to show that the Mother lode was ever any
different in appearance and heritage from the rest of urbanized California,
This remnant would be entirely inadequate to convey a meaningful impression
of what the gold rush really was,

Are the existing and planned preservation measures sufficient to
protect what remains against the almost inexorable forces of change?
An appraisal of the situation leads to the conclusion that they are not,

The Californias State Park System preserves the most significant gold

- rush sites, At nesrly every historical perk in the Mother Lode, however,
there remains much to be done in the way of inholding acquisition,

boundary expansion, structural rehabilitation, and interpretive development.
Such measures are costly and are being given first priority in the Stete
Park program, It does not appear realistic, therefore, to anticipate that
the hopes of certain preservationists for'.the acquisition of additional
gold rush parks will be realized in time to save any significant portion

of the remaining unprotected Mother Lode scene,

The State Scendc Highway ILaw at first glance appesrs to offer &
means of preserving a representative sample of the gold region landscape,
Route 49 and the major trans-Sierra roads crossing it are already included
in the Master Plan for Scenic Highways, and when these routes are designated
a8 Official State Scenic Highways they should not only be harmonious with
the enviromment and attractive within their rights<of~way dbut they should
run through wider corridors or bands of land within which scenic values
are protected,

Hovwever, many miles of these roads have already been reconstructed
to expressway standards with such extensive cuts and fills that a
restoration of the landscape scarcely appears practicable, Also,
establishment, financing and emforcement of scemic comtrols in the
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corridors beyond the rights-of<way will be a responsibility of local
governments, some of which apparently have as yet shown little sympathy
for atrict limitation of roadside development, Further, Scenic Highway
studies in the Mother lode are proceeding at such a slow pace that
irreparable harm to presently surviving landscape and cultural values
undoubtedly will have been accomplished by the time significant sections
of Official State Scenle Highways are established, 1In addition, the
Scenle Highway program offers no real mrotection from such major landscape
threats as reservoirs and freeways, To sum up, the Scenic Highway program
offers an opportunity for landscape ypreservation in the Mother Lode, but
it will not assure such preservation, It is still too early to estimate
when and if the proposed State Parkway 8ystem will be effective in the

. Sierra Gﬂld B@lt-

County end community preservation efforts hold much yprouise, As
the concepts of scenle easements, open space, zoning, and protection of
historic districts become better known, it can be anticipated that they
will be epplied at least in scattered localitlies, With county historical
socleties galning in strength and as the officers of these groups learn
more about the ways and means of preservation through membership in such
larger organizetions as the Conference of California Historical Socletlies
and the National Trust for Historlc Preservation, it can be expected that
counties and towns will be under increased pressure to preserve their
older public buildings and to acquire and save additional private structures, -

Here again, however, it takes time to create a climate for preamtion
whereas the forces of change are moving rapidly, And there are strong
anti-preservation forces which are constantly at work in the Mother Lode
Country, Generally these forces are economic in nature, as is evidenced
by the recent action of the Amador County Board of Supervisors in granting
& permit for a large cement plant near Volcano despite protests by preserw
vationists, By the time historic conservation at the county and local
level can successfully counterbalance such pressures there msy be little
left to save,

The prospects for private historical mreservation are more difficult
to assess, As long as historic sites continue to attract tourists and
to be economlic assets, it can be anticipeted that the presently operating
old gold rush hotels and the structures being used as curlo shops, antique
shops, restaurants, bars, and the like will continue to exist, less of
course the inevitable losses due to fire, freeways, and changes of
ownership, There undoubtedly will even be a few gains, But as urbanization
continues and as land values -~ particularly assessed land values =~ increase,
private owners of small homes in towns and of large rural tracts will find
it more and more difficult to stand the financial costs of sentiment, For
several years the Conference of California Historical Socleties and other
preservation=ninded groups have been sponsoring legislation to give
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historic sites the same sort of tax protection as 1s now accorded
certain types of open space or "green belt" property, but thus far
the concept has been rejected by the voters, It probably can be
anticipated that a large smount of private mreservation will continue
but that the total effect and impact will be drastically reduced as
restored homes are hemmed in and "drowned" by a deluge of new
construction,

In sumwary, present preservation efforts at all levels will be

carried into the future and some of them undoubtedly will be increased,

but the results will only be plecemeal and they probably will not hold
back or channel the forces of change in time fo save that representative
sample which alone can truly coanvey the look and the feel of the gold
rush era,

Of the agencies now actively engaged in Mother lode preservation,
only the State of Callfornmia appears to have the resources and the
organization to carry out a program of the magnitude required to save
that representative sample, If the existing gold country state perks and
several additional ones could be linked by a continuous series of state
varkways and scenic roads, and 1f the State and counties could be
induced to save additional sites by acquisition, zoning, historic
district ordinances, and by tax relief, the task could be accomplished,
But in view of the budgetary mroblems facing Californla at present, it
is highly unlikely that the State govermment could embark on such a
largeeseale mroject in the immediate future, And tomorrow will be too
late,
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VIII, OPPORTUNITIES FOR NATIONAL PARK SERVICE PARTICII"ATION IN
PROTECTING MOTHER LODE COUNTRY HISTORICAL VALUES,

Thus far this study has attempted to make clear three principal
points:

One, an effective commemoration and 1llustration of the
nationally significant gold rush story will not be achieved merely by
mreserving & disconnected series of historical perks, historic sites,
and historic structures, A representative and reasonably continuous
segment of the historlc landscape along the entire length of the
Sierran Gold Belt must also be preserved as a link between, and a
setting for, the individual sites,

Two, the historic and scenic resocurces required to achieve such an
objective still exist but are disappearing rapldly,

Three, when realistically appraised, existing preservation
measures, even if strengthened in the future, offer little prospect
for achieving any such vast design,

It is readily eapperent that effective preservation of the Mother
lode will never came sbout through piecemeal or smallescale planning,
Only beroic measures, conceived with vision and applied on a grand scale,
will suffice to preserve the unique character of a region about 225
niles long and sbout 30 miles wide and at the same time provide the -~
necessary room for the commercial, industrial, and residential develope
ment which must be accommodated,

To be successful; such an effort would require cooperation at all
levels of govermment - federal, state, and local, Regardless of
whether the coordinating and planning agency was at the state or federal
level, it is certain the the national government would be heavily involved,
Federal water control projects, federally financed highways, and federally
administered 1lands (including parts of national forests) ere already
important factors in the Mother Lode scene. Federal financing through
such measures &s the Land and Water Conservation Pund, Open Space and
Urban Renewal programs, and the Historic Preservation Act of 1966 undoubtedly
would be required, Pederal controls concerning the salvaging or pro-
tection of historical values in water control projects and highways
financed, constructed, or licensed by the national government are
already in effect., The Mother lode Country has been studied by the
National Survey of Historic Sites and Bulldings, and several sites
have already been recognlzed as Registered National Historic Iandmarks,

It is within the context of this need for broade-scale cooperative
action and of the already existing federal interest in the region that
the possibllity of National Park Service participation in Mother Lode
mreservation must be considered, If the Park Service role is to be
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effective, 1t must be commensurate in size with the vastness of the
problem, and it must complement, not supplant, other existing and

Juture progrsams,.

The great need, if the Mother Lode is to continue as & meaningful
illustration of the gold rush era, is twofold:

One, there must be an overall agency, authority, or committee to
evolve the grand design and to coordinate efforts at all levels of
government toward itse sccomplishment,

Two, there must be additional funds made availsble beyond those
foreseeable from state and local sources and from existing and an*bharized

federal mwograms,

The National Park Sexvice could assist in meeting both aspects of
this need, If the State of California, for instance, should establish a
special authority to plan and conduct Mother lLode preservation, the
National Park Service could, if so empowered, serve 1in an advisory.
capacity. The example of the Great River Road along the Mississippl

River demonstrates the effectiveness of Service assistance in establishing

basic concepts, criteria, and design standards,

Or, if a state agency is not fortheoming, the National Park Service
might itself undertake the role of planning, coordinating, and operating
agency, This could e accomplished by the establishwent of & mational -
parkway through the length of the Mother Lode Country or of a Nez Perce-
type national historieal park,

In either case, advisory or operating, the Federal Govermment,
through the Natiomal Park Service, might contribute materially in
funding Mother Lode preservation (beyond existing historic preservation,
open epace, demonstration city, and other programs). If the Service
role should remain advisory, the financial sssistance would be through
staff services and, possibly, through the establishment of one or more
national historical parks to preserve key segments of the reglon, If
the role is that of primary operation, the authorization of a national
parkway or Nez Perce-type national park would involve large federal
* expenditures, State and local financing would continue to be necessary,
but such federal contributions could well be the factor that would make
the entire undertaking practicable from the local point of view,

Possibilities for the establishment of National Paxrk System areas
in the Sierran Gold Belt can conveniently be considered under three
categories:

8, Traditional National Historical Parks, The establishment of
one or more sizeable national parks in the Sierran Gold Belt undoubtedly
could be effective in protecting a selected number of historic sites
and representative samples of the historic landscape, If such parks
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could be linked with each other and with existing State parks and other
key sites by State Parkways or Scenic Highways, much of the desired
degree of protection for the entire Mother Lode could be achieved,

This possibility, therefore, is worth study, but it yrobably will
not offer & satisfactory solution, First, there is the matter of finding
locations which would meet the criteria of national significance, It
has already been seen that the major gold rush sites (and all of those
in the Mother Lode that have been officially determined to be of national
importance) are already within State Parks, where they are, in general,
being adequately protected and interpreted,

The only real advantage of transferring one or more of the present —
State parks to federal administration would be the more extensive develops
ment which would occur in the event that National Park Serxvice appropriations
rernitted larger expenditures than the State can undertake, For example,
consulting studies have recommended that Marshall Gold Discovery State
Historic Park ideally should be expanded to extend from horizon to horizon
of the basin in which it sits; but it seems unlikely that this objective
can be obtained under State administration, Incidentally, if such an
expansion were undertaken under federal auspices, parts of the basin
would be ideal for the lease«back and sell-back techniques now being
advocated for Point Reyes Natlonal Seashore,

~Second, if it should be decided that a representative complex of
well-preserved mining towns, mines, mills, and typical Mother lode
terrain would have national significance as a representative example of
the gold rush region, it probably would be difficult to select boundaries
which would encompass a sufficilently illustrative number of well-reserved
sites within an administratively practicable unit, The best sites for
interpretive purposes are generally widely scattered even though they
pay be in the same mining district,

Third, the establishment of sizeable new parks in the Mother Lode
Country would be extremely difficult from the standpoints of cost and
probably public opposition, Most of the gold belt has long been in
rrivete ownership, and this land is now beginning to rise rapldly in
price, Many owners see speculative possibilities and might be unwilling
to sell at reasonable mrices, The National Park Service, as has happened
several times recently, might obtain appropriations to purchase based on
assessments of acreage, only to find that it would have to pay on the
basis of subdivision lots, Also, as at Columbia State Historic Paxk,
many mining town residents would object to selling the structures they
bave put much effort into restoring; or, if permitted to remain, they
would protest against the restrictions unavoidable for residents of
higtoric dlstricts,
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If such obstacles can be overcome, however, there are several
areas along the Mother lode which might well be studied further as
possibilities for relatively large national parks, These include the
following:

1, Mt, Bullion-Hornitos-Beaxr Valley Vicinity. This area, stretching
along both sides of Highway k9 from south of M. Bulllon northward to
the Merced River, with a large salient projecting westward to encompass
Hornitos, lies largely within the boundaries of John C. Fremont's Mariposa
Grant, Here were opened scme of the earliest quartz mines in California,
and here cccurred one of the classic struggles over Californis land
titles and mineral rights. The town of Hoxnltos 1s one of the bhest
preserved of all mining camps; and several of the most famous mines,
such as the Josephine and the Pine Tree, are still in relatively good i
condition and would make fine exhibits, And, best of all, the scenery '
of this oak~studded foothill country, the typical setting of the Southern
Mines, is yet virtually unspolled,

2. Volcano-Fiddletown Area, Next to Murphys and Hornitos,
Volcano is perhaps the most picturesque Mother Iode town not already
protected by a State park, It ls situated in an attractive valley wooded
by the ponderosa pines and osks of the higher. foothills, Nearby is
the impressive Indian grinding rock, The road fram Volcano to Fiddletown
climbs northward over a ridge with historical associlations and then turns
westward, The country is lergely wooded, but openings show where
farmers and ranchers once flourished, Fiddletown contains a number of
structwres from mining days, but present-day emphasis appears Lo be on
modernization,

The quiet atmosrhere of Volcano is threatened by a proposed cement
plant nearby., The establishment of a pational park would be more costly

‘because of this proposal, but the good accomplished for preservation

would also be greater,

b. National Parkway. The national parkway has proved itself a
highly effective device for preserving and-presenting the scenic and
historic character of a region. The ownedein=fee right-of-way of such
a parkway can be adjusted in width to assure maintaining as much of the
roadside scene as is necessary, and 1t can be expanded-to include nearby
places of umatural and historic interest., The right-ofwway lands may
be leased under conditions that will foster continuance of traditional
agricultural or other uses, Thus the perkway traveler sees a "living"
landscape rather than a states exhibit, .

This technique 15 eminently suitseble foxr use in the Mother lode
Country where the primary problem is to save a narrow corridor of the
native landscape through a& region nearly 250 miles long, By Jjudicious



widenings of the righteocfewzy the parkwey could be made to include a
nugber of the sualler gold rush towrg historic sites, and even mines.
The acquired towns and structures, in some instences, could be restored
and altered for use as tourist accoumodations; in other cases they
could serve as interpretive exhibits; and in atill others they might
gimply be parts of a stabilized scene,

— In addition to the historic sites and structures within the righte
ofwway, the parkway should link and provide access to the State Historle
Parks and to the best of the sites preserved by counties and communities
and by privete individuals in instences vhere firm provislons have been
made for permsnent avallability to the public, In short, the parkway ""“‘"}
should enable the traveler to reach the key sites illustrating the :
gold rush through a landscape faithfully reflecting the enviromment in
which the miners lived and worked, !

Selecting a route for such a parkway would not be easy, Highway &9
is the only continuous and reasonably direct route traversing the
Mother lode Country, In many places it is also the historic route,
lying atop or closely paralleling the pack trails and stage roads of
gold rush days, It links most of the chief mining period towns and
many of the key historic sites, In certain sectlons, as along the North
Yuba River, geography has made it the only practicable route of travel
for all types of travel, parkway or commercisl,

Yet, as has been seen, Highway 49 has already been so much "immroved"
that for long distances it would not be sultable from the design standpoint
for parkway use, Also, this route in .certain sections is heavily used
by commercial and highespeed traffic, a condition incompetable with a
national parkway, The development of alternate routes for the local and
commerclal users would be expensive in any case and almost prohibitive
in those places where Highway 49 occupies the most practicable road
location, And, Highway 49 by no meane provides access to all the
sites which should be included in the parkway complex,

For these reasons any continuous parkway through the gold rush
country almost necessarily would have to combine portions of the present
Route 49 with sections of existing secondary roads and newly constructed
parkway. As late as 1965 the official California State Highway Map
indicated a proposed route for the Eastslde Freeway that would stretch
north and south at the base of the Slerran foothills, In general, this
freeway would run quite close to the western fringe of the Sierran Gold
Belt, and it can be anticipated that it would divert to itself a cone
slderable part of the commercial and high-speed traffic that now uses
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Highway 49, But there would still remain a substantial volume of

traffic between Mother Lode towns which would continue to use Route 49,
and this traffic will increase as the gold country beccomes more urbanized,
Therefore, alternate expressway routes would still have to be constructed
where the parkway would occupy the site of Route 49,

Apmong the many side roads which should be studied as possible  parkway
alternates for sections of the present Route 49 are the followingt

1. Plimas-Eureka State Park..Mchavk-Giaeagle-Bassets (Gold lake
Road).

2., Goodyesr's Bar-hrest-Allegheanrth Colunbia~Nevada Clty
(witl)x glde road to North Bloomfield and Malaskoff Diggina State Hiastoric
Park).

— w—

3. CGreenwood-Georgetown~Coloma,
k, PlymoutheFiddletown~Voleano,
5 Martell to Jac];aon via Jac.kson Gate,

6. San Andreas-Mountain Ba.nch-sheep Ranch-MurWa-Doughs mat-
Valleaito-(}olumbia.

T, Columbia-Sha.w B Flat-Jameatawn-Stent-Jmksonﬂlle.
8., Altaville-Copperopolis,
9. Bear Valley-Hornitos-Mt, Bullion,

A detailed study of the problem of a national parkway through the
Mother Lode will probably lead to the following conclusions:

1. There is no single road or continuous combination of single
roads that would mrovide parkway access to all the gold region sites a
visitor should see to gain an adequate comprehension of the gold rush
story. Any single route would necessarily bypass a large number of
important sites, Any perkway route would thus have to be a compromise,
or the parkwey would need to provide numerous side parkways leading to
prime sites off the main route,

2, Highway 49 occupies the best potential location for a Mother
Lode parkway, but it 1s in such demand for every«day traffic, has heen
constructed to such high expressway standards in many places, and is so
closely hemmed in by roadside developments for long distances that thexre
is very little practicable chance of employing more than isolated
sections of it for full parkway parposes,

»
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3. Existing secondsry roads which might be suitable for parkway
use are of'ten unduly circuitous and lengthy in proportion to the number
of sites to which they give access, Also, most of such roads have cone-
siderable existing commercial use, particularly for trucking forest pro-
ducts, and there would be considerable local opposition to closing them
to such traffic, Further, many of these side roads, particularly those
leading down into river canyons, ere narrow and winding, probably too
mach so for the average tourlst; but rebuilding them would destroy their
historie character,

k., Buillding a new parkway route parslleling Highway 49 and avoliding
most of the present secondary roads would ve unsatisfactory from the ine
terpretation and preservation pointe of view, because most of the sites
to be preserved and visited are situated on the old roads, A new parke
vay would run Jlargely through undeveloped country devoid of cultural
remains,

S. To take over large parts of Route L9 and connecting sections
of secondary roads for the parkway and to build substitute, parallel
roads for everyday traffic would be tremendously expensive., And, as
has been seen, there are localitles in which alternate locations for
such roads are either nonexistent or prohivitive in cost,

For these reasons, it might be found impracticable to construct a
single, continuous parkway the entire length of the Sierran Gold Belt, —
It might be necessary merely to construct sections of parkway where con=
ditions permit, including loop roads leading off Route 49 to give access
to series of important sites and to preserve key historic scenes,
Travelers would have to make their way between parkway sections on
Route 49 or other roads., Possibly through State and local cooperation,
roadeside zoning and improved highway design could be applied to these
connecting roads, giving them & more parklike character,

. Nez Perce-type National Historlcal Park, The recently authorized
Nez Perce Nationsl Historical Park in ldaho introduced a new concept in
National Perk System aress, The slignificance of such & park stems not
from the historical importance of any particular site but from the broad
gignilicance of an entire region or era which is commemorated and
1llustrated by a series of sites in a variety of ownerships cooperatively
interpreted by facilities supplied and wmaintained by the National Park
Service, Under this concept the National Park Service aduinisters only
a fraction of the sites which collectively make up the national historical

park,

Like the national parkway, this new type of park seems particularly
applicable to the problems encountered in attempting to preserve the
Mother Lode Country., It would be more macticable than a parkway from |

the standpoints of cost and local public acceptance, But it would
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also provide far less protection for the overall historic scene,

Under this type of park the Federal Govermment might acquire a
punber of the old mining-towns and sites which most urgently redquire
wotection, Under "selleback” or "lease«back" arrangements the present
life of these towns could continue, but the restoration of individual
structures and the maintenance of the historic scenes could be assured,
The Federal Government might also, under this type of park, construct
parkways to link related groups of siies vwhere such action would foster
interpretation and preservation,

Existing state parks, county-owned sites, and privately owned sites
can by cooperatlive agreement be brought into the national histordcal park,
The National Park Service in such cases would coordinate the interpretive

- services so that the story presented at sites all along the Mother Lode

would make & unit,

The success of such & plén in the Sierran Gold Belt would depend -
upon the willingness of the State and county govermments to join in pro-
tecting a belt of typical mining country scene along the roads linking
the sites making up the park. This protection could be created by State
Parkways, State Scenic Highways, or by the establishment of effective
zoning or scenic easements, It perhaps could not be a continuous belt,
but it should be sufficiently extensive to prevent the sites from being
isolated bits of the gold rush scene surrounded by urban development,

It 1s apparent that this type of perk would require & coordinating
authority or agency to create and approve an overall plan for preservation
throughout the Mother lode Country and to obtain State and local cooperation
in that plan, The National FPark Service might assist and advise such
an authority in preparing the plan, but probably it should not be the
pranotional agency or the one responsible for obtaining state and local
perticipation, The park probably would win more local support if the
role of the Service could be confined to providing technical assistance
and to operating the park once it was established, The demapd for such
a park must come from the ground up., It probably could not be successfully
inposed upon the reglon by & central govermment,

At the present time it appears premature to suggest specific sites
which-might be acquired by the Federal Government as parts of a Nez
Ferce~type National Park, RNawmes of yet unspoiled gold rush towns, mines

. Bultable for exhibit purposes, and outstanding individual structures
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have been indicated throughout this report, But the selection of ~
particular features can only be made profitably after the probable extent
of state and local participation has been determined, Only then can

the overall dimensions of the mroject be established and detailed study
of individual sites be undertaken,
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The look, the smell, the "feel' of the
can seill be found on the Mother lode,
Mokelumne Hill from Hotel Leger,

gold rush

View of
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Sut old mindng towns ave rapidiy being moderndized,
The main street of Juckson.

And ewpressveys have replaced the maapﬁ@ring
old roads, cubting off contact with tae past,
State Route 49 north of San Andreas,
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deservolrs are drowndng out hundeeds of historic sites an
wades of historde terrain, Foundstions of Fremont®s Benton
Miils at Bagby, soon to bve flocded.

Vandals are rapidly wrecking meny gold rush bulldings.
Rewalns of Stewart frothers Store, Timbuctoo.
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