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THE BATTLE OF THE BOYDTON PLA1~ ROAD, OCTOBER 27-28, 1864 

Chapter I 

General }ieade Plans an Offensive 
.,~\ 

~0<V \ . 1(.;>: , • 
<::,,\0 

The leader of the Army of the Potoll'.ac, Najor General George G. Heade 

or. October 23, 1864, had visited Lieutenant General Ulysses,: S. Grant's 

City Point, Virginia, headquarters. ',."hile there, ~ieade had propos ed 

that he employ three of his four corps to turn the Arr:'ii of Northern 

Virginia' 5 right beyond Hatcher Run and drive for the South Side Rail r oad. 

Grant told Eeade th?t he would have to ·give additional thought to the 

~ubject. Heade then returned to his headquarters. 

On the 24th Neade .,as handed a telegram frcm Grant, marked confi­

~ential. Unfolding the message, Meade found that he was to: 

Nake your preparations to lP.arch out at an early hour 
on the 27th to gain possession of the South Side Railroad, 

. and to hold it and fortify back to your present left. In 
commencing your advance, mOVe in thLee columns ..• with the_ 
same force you proposed to take. L Hajor General John G • .J 
Parke, who starts out nearest to. the enemy, should be in­
structed thc.t if he finds the enemy intrenched and their 
works vlell manned, he is not to attack but confront him, 
and be prepared to advance promptly when he finds that by 

.. .. -· - the movement of the other t;lO columns to the right and rear 
of them they begin to give way. 

".'hen the columns marched, each soldier Vias to carry three days' ra­

hans in his haversack and 60 rounds of ammunition on his person. Wagons 

o.::d ambulances ",ere to be parked a considerable di_stance in front of the 

:;"bel piCket line. Another 20 rounds of sll'.all-arms amr::,unition per man, 

"long with a reserve supply of artillery projectiles, were to be loaded 

i:-,to we.gons by the ordna-'1ce people and held ready to roll when called fo , . 

[ 'c:.ot s along the Kilitary Railroad were to be cleared of stores, and a.l1 

~ ~ :.n s ) a.tf;.'::ule.nc '2s, and artillery horses not accomS:'e_!'\ying the co rps f.ier'e 



I • • Ito be sent to City Point on the night of the 26th. 1 

According to inforJ1l.ation ~m.l.ng by Meade's officers from Rebel deserters, 

I" .. ne Petersburg earthworks "Jer e being extended by C0l1~eder2te fati gue deta:i..ls 

land Negro work gangs to Hatch~r Run. Thes e rifle-pits were to terminate 

at redoubts previously thro~n up by Rebel horsesoldiers on the south bank 

IOf Hatcher Run, about one mile above Armstrong' s Hill, and ~Tere said not 

to cross or extend up the run. At Burgess' Nill, where the .Boydton Plank 

I p.oad crossed Hatcher Run, there were artillery emplacements and some in-

Ifantry parapets, but no line of entrenchments. 

The Petersburg lines fro m the Apporr.attox b elow the city to Battery 

INa. 31 were reportedly defended by Najor General Bushrod R. Johnson 's 

cor-.illat-ready division. Lieutenant General Alrbro se P. Hill's III Corps 

Iheld the rew.ainder of the line from Battery .No. 31 to Arthur SHamp: 

1 ~'2.jor General Henry Heth' s division on the left J JI.ajor General Cadmus N. 

1';Hcox's on the right, with Hajor General William Mahone's in res erve. 

lJ.fajor General ,,{ade Hampton's tHO cavalry divisions (Lee 's and Butler's) 

and Brigadier General J ames Dearing's mounted brigade ~l ere on the r ight 

IOf the Confederate infantry. 2 
-, 

IMeade and his chief of staff,· Najor General Andrew A. Humphreys , 

prepared to alert their corps and cavalry commanders to get r eady for 

I. a::other big offensive. Several changes Vlere ll'.ade by Heade as to the 

e.::-oU(lt-of·rations andarrJnunitiow to be tak en along by his arrr~. The . 

1 soldiers were to carry three full days ' rations in th eir haversacks J and 

II ... · 
c~ree days' bread and small rations in knapsack. 11 Sixty rounds of ammu-

I nition were to be taken on the person; with another 40 rounds per man in 

1 the or dnance >Iagons . The artillery Has to bring along 250 projectiles 

J:-;:C' gu.'.t using the caissons of the fiE:ld pieces emplaced in the redoubts inste::.d 
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, • • I ,· cr additional "fagons. One-half the ambulances Here to go Hith the troops, 
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;<'1i1e each brigade Has to be allotted one medicine and one hospital Hagon. 

;0 b~.ggage or headquarters wagons Here to be allowed to accompany the 

cclumns, but pack nrules could be utilized to bring up the officers I rations 

;;d tents. Clerks, orderlies, and others on detached or special assign-

1!~,f;nt (unless their se!'""',iices 1 were deemed e ssential) "Jere to be armed and 

,'iastructed to report back to their units. Each corps "fas to designate 

1:n :Officer to ta,.l(e charge of the horses and ca issons belonging to the 

htteri.es posted in the redoubts, with orders to see that they were 

3 
' ilp<>.rked Hi th the train of the Artillery Reserve. " 

How to organize a striking force of from 30,000 to 35,000 infantry 

Would have to be done with finesse to keep General Robert E . Lee and his 

'/t?~~irications from Bilttery XXIV on the l eft to the redoubts at Spring 

;·r-Ht) ,was to see that Brigadier General Nelson l-'..iles I First Division re-

·,F ',' , 
, :eved the Second and Third Divisions on the line. On being relieved by 
\; ,., ... ~.- -:' 

" · ~nesl bluecoats, Brigadier General Gershom }[ott "fas to mass his Third 

' r'i.V ~~i'on on the cleared ground near Southail.l's house. Brigadier General 

" ;i~f; I'i . Egan was to concentrate his Second Division near Fort Bross . 
~ •. ~ .:'~. 

, ' ,::(' ~e movements Viere to begin as soon as it was dark, and 11ott' sand 
~ ,,:' , " 

~':' ''' ' ' ''' . i 
,:". , S soldiers "IIIUSt be massed beyond the vieH of the enemy by daylight" 

CI~ t 0Cel"' 25. 4 

Ne '0>' Ge h' V C ' u· neral Gouverneur K. Warren was notified to have lS orps reaDy . 
~ ' .' S"-'-' ''''''' r_ • 

.. ~ - .• oy 'liednesday night, the 26t h . Heam·hile, ~iarren and his staff 
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~Iere to see that the troops left behind "to hold the redoubts and inclosed 

batteries" from Battery No. XXIV to Fort Conahey "ere posted. According 

to an estimate prepared by ~~,;arren f s staff) 2,200 infantry and 32 guns 

~iould be sufficient to discharge this mission. ,,[arren was to form the 
5 

rest of his footsoldiers and guns out of the Confederates' sight. 

Like Warren, General Perke of the LX Corps Has ordered to have his 

men ready to move on the night of the 26th. Fifteen hundred foot soldiers 

and 24 guns ,.fere to be stetioned in the redoubts and enclosed "iOrks from 

Fort Fisher on the right to Fort CmTImings on the left. All other IX Corps 

combat personnel was to be concentrated "at convenient points for movement, 

6 
out of vie~r of the enemy. 11 

Brigadier Generel !)evid EcH. Gregg of the cavalry was to alert his 

division to be ready to ride on Wednesday night. Preparatory to taking 

the field, Gregg was to recall his pickets. 7 

Evidently, Meade and his staff were not too .. Jell versed in the Hays 

of horsesoldiers. General Gregg soon notified Chief of Staff Humphreys 

that "it Hill scarcely be possible for the cavalry to carry on their 

persons three days' bread and small rations in addition to three days' 

rations in the haversacks." Since each trooper .. iOuld have to ta.l{e 20 

JlOunds of forage in his haversack, there .. iOuld be no room for extra 

rations. Gregg Hould therefore have his men cram four days' rations in 

their knapsacks, and caution them that--the rations would have to last 

f' 8 lYe days. 

As soon as it was dark on October 24, ¥iles' division marched from 

its caJnps> a.'1d the troops moved into the trenches, relieving Ega_n's and 

" "t '.Oc 's soldiers. 
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I Upon being replaced in the rifle-pits, Eg~n's brigade commanders at 

.20 a.m. put 

I,te_blished a 

their units in motion for Fort Bross. A temporary camp was 

short distance behind the redoubt. A large fatigue detail 

10m Egan's 2d Brigade (Colonel James M. ,/illett's) had remained behind, 

till 4 a.m., strengthening the earthworks. Wnen these men were secured, 

I~e project engineer told the officer in charge to proceed to Avery's 

The troops were kept stffi~ding in r~ks at Avery's house until .i0use . 
additional instructions from Colonel 'ell after daybreak, a"Jaiting 

lillett. Orders finally came to march to Fort Bross, but nothing "JaS 

said about concealing their movements from Rebel lookouts, consequently, 

leneral Hancock was distressed to learn that ,,-hen the colurilll moved south, 

Jts line of march was in full vie", of the Confederates. 9 

II At 10 p.m. the troops from Mott's division garrisoning Forts Sedgvnck, 

raViS , and P~exander Hays had been relieved by units from Hiles' division, 

and, falling in behind their guides, they hiked to the rendezvous at 

Isouthall' s. Hen of the Third Division posted in Forts Blaisdell, Bross, 

l
and stevenson 

10 
26th. 

",ere scheduled to rejoin their units on the morning of the 

I 
that 

General Hancock at 9 a .m. on October 25 notified Meade f s headquarters 

Egan's and Mott 1 s troops had been relieved. A 900-man fatigue detail 

I had spent the night ;,orking on fortifications near Dun.n' s and Avery's 

houses. The Confederates at the same time had been building bomb-proofs 

I and covered ways behind their rifle-pits opposite Fort ~lcGilvery. 
Niles during the day notified Hancock that it required 1,900 men to 

lEan the picket line. To do this, he had 6,200 riflemen ",hich ",as insuf-

ficient. If the regiment currently guarding the depot at Cedar Leval 

-~;8re ordered to report to him, Miles ",fas of the opinion that he would 

5 



• • I have 

11 
enough men to discharge his mission. 

Chief of Staff Humphreys, on learning of Hiles' problems, issued or-

I 
I 
I 

ders 
for the regiment at Cedar Level te report to the First Division, when 

12 
the depot was abandoned. 

Hancock on the 25th notified Eg&"l and }lott that tents "lOuld be struck 

at noon tomorroH• Forage, rations, and ammunition "required from the 

I 
trains must be draHn and issued by" that time. Several changes Here 

~ade in the amount of rations to be taken along on the expedition. Each 

I rran was to carry four days' rations on his person instead of six, lito 

count from the morning of the 27th." One day's supply of salt meat ,;as 

I to 'be tB.-Ken in haversacks and three days' beef on the hoof. All public 

and personal property in excess of what the officers and men could carry 

II 
i 
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on their persons or horses were to be turned over to the corps' chief 

quartermaster for safekeeping. The troops were to be prepared to march 

at 2 p.m. To keep information as to their destination from reaching the 

foe, it was announced that the order of march would not be issued till 

13 
the morning of the 26th. 

Major John G. Haiard',v.no bossed the II Corps' artillery, had a tough 

assignment getting his batteries ready to roll. On the night of the 

24
t
h,a section of the 4th Battery, }~ine Light Artillery Which had been 

withdrawn from Fort Haskell relieved the section of Battery F, 1st 

Pennsylvania posted in Battery No. X. The other section of Battery F 

was I' ecalled from Fort Sted.'l'.an, rejoining its parent. untt near Baxter 

II road in rear of the deserted house. Batterff H, 1st Ohio Light Artil­

ler-y >;as moved from Fort Sedg\;ick, one section being ordered into 

Battery No. XIII and the other into Battery No. XIV, relieving the 

10th Ba.ttery, Y",ssachusetts Light Artillery. The H2.ssachusetts can-
I 
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noneers marched from the e2.rthhurks to t he Fort Bross r endezvous , where 

. they found .Battery K, 4th U. S. Light Artillery. Batteries C aJld I, 

5~h U. ,S o Light Artiller.f and the 1st Battery, New Hampshire Light 

Artill ery, which had 

at Southall 's. 14 

been in corps reserve , reported to General Mott 

A staff-meeting '<as held on the 25th in General Parke's command post 

at Peebles' House . ,'lith the assistance of his staff, Parke designat ed 

the units t hat ,..uuld be left to hold the IX Corps' line. Fort Fisher 

was t o be garri soned by the 31 st l·faine and the 45th Pennsylvania ; Fort 

1.lelch by t he 51st New York, t he 59th Hassachusetts, and the 17th Vermont; 

·Fort Gregg by the 8th Hichigan and r ecruits from the 51 st Pennsylva.l1ia; 

Fort Sampson by the 3d ~fary1andj Fort Curr",Lings by the 4 6th Ned York. 
';,;-:\: ' 
; Each unit was to camp in the "immediate vicinity" of the fort garrisoned , 

and Was. expected to picket their entire front. Lieutenant Colonel Ralph 

Ely of the 8th Nichigan, as s enior officer, was to 
. . 15 

be in charge of the 

.. _::i2}~':.:·':i' . 

1 ........ ".'lJ .o.rtifi ed line 
l ,,'. '.' ~~,. 

t·/iN 
when the IX Corps marched out . 

General Meade and his headquarters peopl e by this time had finished 

The routes t hat the various units "Tere t o take were II ',;.studying their maps . 

L:,i?;~~i~tted. Orders "Tere drafted anel distributed. On the afternoon of the 

Ii .... ' :' 26th Hancock was to move Egan's and Hott' sdi visions "to the Vaug.ltan rc,2.d 
! Il :just outs ide the line of rear intrenchments ." To reach this area , t he 

. 0. " 0 troops who wore the .clover-leaf . were to take a route well to the r ear, 

It So as to be out of sight of Confederate observation posts. Hancock at 

1 . 2 a .m. on the 27th was to march his corps via Vaughan road, c ross Hatcher 

I ( .. li.<L', "pass by Dabney's ¥J.ll and ~Iilson and Arnold's ste2.m s2.w-mill on t he 

I· 
n ~oJdton pl2.nk road; cross the open count ry to Claiborne's road near its 

~~,tersectionll ,'lith "lhite 02..'< road , and recross Hatcher Run. His COlwrll 

I 7 
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• • , 
»ould t hen march to the SouthSide Railroad, striki.'1g it at a point about )' I 

I three miles . ~ast of Sutherland Station. 

i II Genera l Gregg was t o assemble hi.s cav-c.lry division (about J,OOO strong) 

I on the afternoon of the 26th near Hatcher Run. 

out on the 27th, they were to cross the stream by the first crossing be-

..<hen his troopers rode 

, Ilov, the one used by Hancock's corps. Upon reaching the west ]:)ank of the 

creek, Gregg, 'Iho ,las to look to Hancock for his ol:'ders, was to advance 

II 
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II , 
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II 
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II 
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II 
'I 
:1 
,I 

I 

his horsesoldiers on the left of the infantry, probably following Quaker 

road as far as the Boydton plank Road. Gregg's movements would be gov-

erned by Hancock's. 

Parke's IX Corps ,las to march "a t such hour" on the 27th as to enable 

,it. to surprise at daybreak the small Confederate force posted in the 

recently opened earth,iOrks betvleen Hatcher Run and Ha,,'Ks'. If successful, 

Parke was to pursue the Confederates, wheeling his columns to the right 

as they forged ahead. Should Parke fail to breakthrough, he .>Ias to re-

main in position, keeping the butternuts pinned down, "hile the II and 

V Corps turned their right. 

The V Corps "as to march simulta neously ,lith the IX Corps, proceed-

ing to t he crossing of Hatcher Run, bela>! the Boydton Plank Road bridge, 

from "here l'Jarren ,iaS to support Parke. If the IX Corps broke through, 

Warren's w<?:s to push ahead, taking position on the left of Parke ' 5 

battle line. Should Parke '5 assault fatl, "Jarren "as to cross Hatcher 

Run and endeav-or to turn the Rebels' right by recrossing the run above 
16 

Burgess I Hill, holding a position on Hancock's right. 

vlagons and extra caissons tha t >Ie r e to accompany the expedition 

"auld not mov-e on the morning of the 27th, but would be "left parked 

a.t the most secure point near" the bivouacs , to be ordered to the front 

8 



I • • lhen convenient. A.,".bulances, however, would go with the troops. 

Army headquarters on the 26th "lOuld be transferred to the neighbor­

IOOd of Poplar Spring Church. Neade ~ during the ea.r ly phases of the 

Iffensive, ~fould be \-lith 

the engineers ,,[ere to be 

the right wing. Headquarters persor.nel and 

held in reserve at Meade's Station, along vii.th 

I "full supply" of entrenching tools. 17 

learn that a deserter from the 27th North Meade was delighted to 

lIarolina had turned himself into the IX Corps' pickets. v-[hen questioned, 

Ite reported that fatigue parties from his division (Heth's) 

-tailed to throw up fortifications to the right of Brigadier 

had been de-

General 

t muel McC-owan's South Carolina Brigade. vihile engaged in this "JOrk, 

the F~ remarked, he and his late comrades had been nearly two miles 

Ilo the right of their brigade, Brigadier General John R. Cooke's, Which 

I' liaS posted on McGo-,ran' s left. The newly dug rifle-pits to HcGo',;an I s 

right (vrhich "rere held by dismounted cavalry) were not extensive, the 

It0rth Carolinian told his interrogators, but they were fronted by an 

18 
abatis. 

I It was 2:30 p.m. on October 26 before Grant completed his revie", of 

rreade's 

point. 

plan of operations. He liked everything he read, except for one 

Grant suggested that if Parke on advancing found the Confederate: 

I"fortifications in defensible condition and I!l9,nned," he should not attack 

but "confront them until the movement of the other hro corps had its 

I 19 
effect.r! 

I Neade 

objection. 

modified his ll'ilster plan so as to meet partial1y his superior's 

But, Meade added, as Parke ",as scheduled to be in front of 

lithe Rebel fortifications at da~~, he ",ould have to m2Ke a forced recon­

naissance Uto ascertain the exact conGi tioD of affairs unless he ~Jaits 

Itill after o.a:rlight. 11 20 
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!I • • II Early on October 26 Hancock, as he had promised, laid out the route 

i 

~ I 
{;gan's and }fott 's divisions were to follow in gaining the area near Vaughan 

rc.ad iHhere they were to spend th~ night.. trhe t\·;o divisions \-Jere to :move 

II 
i 

out at .2 r.m.,- Hott's in advance. Hott's line of march would be from 

southall' s, through tr.e pines by the 1'Iido;; Smith's, ~iilliams', and Dr. 

-I Gurley's houses, and the frowning parapets of Fort Dusr..ane. A halt for 

the night would be called II just outside the line and near" Vaughan's 

house. Three batteries "-ere to accompany the corps, one t o be assigned 

to Egan's division by Hajor Haz2_rd and the others to Hott's. Ambulances 

and wagons were to folio" the division to which they belonged. When the 

soldiers "Tent into bivouac, they were to be cOl'~ined to their camps. No 

drum or bugle calls -Here to be sounded; the officers >Tere to caution their 

- 21 
lI1en to hold down the size of their camp fires. 

- By the designated hour, the brigade corrnnanders had formed , nrustered, 

. and inspected their units. Mott's division took the lead as the II Corps 

No difficulties were encountered till the vanguard, >rith 

that it would take his pioneers hours to make the road from Fort Dushane 

I . - to Davis' passable for his columns. Discussing the geography of the area 

, 

I 
I 
I 

· l<ith his scouts, Hancock learned that he could turn his troops into the 

HalifaX 'Toad . A sho:ctdistance dovm the Halifax road \'12.5 a forks, and 

the road branching to the right led to Colonel Wyatt's on Church road. 

"'-le,e road passing ill front of Colonel ',jya.tt' s was said to connect >lith 

V-? Ug.~an road at 1-Irs. DaVi s 1 • 

Observing that.. the SliD '(;2. $ about to set, H~ncock determined to halt 
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.his corps and have his troops bivouac in the fields south of Fort Dushane. 

HanCOCK dashed off a note to Heade at 6:30, reporting that Egan's rear 

brigade vIas just coming in. He had stopped, bees.use there ",--as consider2.ble 

confusion whether Fort Dushane or Fort Cunmlings aXlchored the left flank of 

the Federals' fortified line. If Nea.de still wanted his corps to march via 

Vaughan t S house, the hour" th2.t the troops were to move out in the n:{)rning 

22 
could be pushed ahead. 

Chief of Sta.ff Humphreys acknoVfledged Hancock' 5 co lll1l'J.nication • It 

,[QuId be unnecessary, he wrote, for the II Corps to go by way of Vaughan's. 

' Headquarters, as long as it 'flas the shortest, had no objection to Hancock 
23 

taking the route via Colonel vJyat t' s. 

General Gregg during the afternoon had called in his outposts and had 

. concentrated his cavalry at Perkins'. V.'hen he rode over to LeVfis' house 

:to report to General Hancock, Gregg had some bad news for the corps com-:1 , mander. Gregg had talked .. lith several Confederate deserters. They had 

I! ... · •. told him that Vaughan road, particularly near the Hatcher Run crossing, 

lias obstructed with felled timber. This information troubled Hancock, I 
II 

j 

I 

I 

because he didn't relish marching his columns through obstructions in 

'the dark. Since it ~uuld riot be light· till 5:30, Hancock inquired of 
24 

Hum;ohreys, ,r<lhy not let the soldiers start at a later hour?" 

Neanwhile, Hancock ha.d made his pla11s for in the morning. At 2 a..m . 

.. "ne corps, with Egan's. division in the lead, was to move out. The line 

of march HaS to be Church road to Vaughaa road., then across Hatcher Run 

;; I by way of Dabney's Hill to Boydton Plank Road. Egan was to cover his 

Column. "d.th a strong advance guard, pushed a considerable distance to 

I the front. Great care .{ould be taken to keep the soldiers closed up, 

e1'.d the cadence viould be held do\,m till d3.ybreak. 

I 
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• • Gregg, aft .er deta ching a squadron to reconnoiter in advance of the 

inf~~try , w~s to march his d ivision via Row~nty Postoffice t o Vaughan 

r02.d ~ lfuenever the opportunity presented its elf) Gregg ,,!as to communi-

I cE.te ,lith 'Hancock. ,I'hen riding dmvTI Halifax road, to avoid confusion, 

the cavalry ,,'as to keep to the left and t he infantry to t he right. 

I A guide" thoroughly faLliliar with this sectio~ of DiD'hctdclie County, 
i 

I
f would report to General Egan . AD, "Fagons, except the 

25 
I .. to be parked bet,;een the cemp and Dr. Gurley ' s . 
! 

anbulances , \-iere 

l-Ieade, upon receipt of Hancock's message regard.ing a need to re-

schedule the hour the march was to commence , Vias agreeable. The II Corps 

could start at 3 :30, which would bring Hancock into the vicinity of Hatcher 
t 26 

i , ', :,'m .~:: Wmeo w,' t_~ioto , q"'""''' by Merule', ""truOtiOM fo' 

I , . him to . lImove simultaneously with the Ninth Corps , and proceed to the cross-

o . • \ _,ing of" Hatcher Run, below the Boydton Plank Road Bridge , because he YJlew 

IS;;:;'('~i no road that would bring t he V 'Corps into position between the II and 
~ . :. " .;-, 1.:;'lX Corps. Major Washin5ton A. Roebling v,as detailed t o explore the )road 

! ,.<network between the fortifications held by the IX Corps and Hatcher Run, 

_ '. :: hllt he was unable to venture beyond ~he Union pickets, which were but a 

I . short distance in front of the earth.orks. 

-, 

I; 
I~ 

General Parke I s pi oneers , hOHever, came to ,-ian'en I s assistance . A 

road "laS opened by them through the abatis and pines t o the l eft of Fort 

rh_ 
, "" 11T~i.ngs, through a.'1 open fi.eld, to a cart road. ~~~en Chief of Staff 

, t"~~hreys relayed this information to Warr en, he pointed out that this 

C"-l' t r oad would enabl", the V Corps to reach Duncan road, ' Ihich led by 

\-[estmoreland I shouse. The people at army headquarters Here unable to 

t.;1S; ',-rhy the V Corps could not move simultaneously ~i.th the IX Corps as 
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far as Duncan ro,,-d. From there, 'it .r,,-s believed that Warren ' s scouts should 

27 be able to 'l oc,,-te a route to Hatcher Run . 

After acknowledging HtL.~phreys I t el egram, v·!arren issued orders for . hi s 

division comrn...anders to h"-ve their troops at Parke ' s house, ready to take 

the field ,,-t 5 :30 "-.m. on the 27th . Heavy battle losses and the discharge 

of men "'hose enlistments had expired had reduced the once preud and fo riliid-

able V Corps to little more th"-n a skeleton . l'Then the corps marched, Bri-

g?dier General Charles Griffin's First Division 'IaS to have the advance, 

to be fo110',;ed by Brigadier General Romeyn B. Ayr'es', ,,'ith Brigadier Gen-

.eral Samuel vi. Crawford I s bringing up the r ear . The corps ;ras to keep 

closed up, Griffin's vanguard f ollo;'ling hard on the heels of Parke' s rear 

I ',division . 

• fired a shot in anger , .mile 1, 649 were "ignorant of the manucl. ." Five 

Of his 11, 000 effectives, ~[arren complained , 3,913 had never 

I b~tteries, three ar;ned ,Tith light 12- pounders (14 guns) and b<o with 3-

t .. bch rifles ( 1 0 guns), were t o accompany the expediti on. The earthworks 

_ "'C'fraro Battery No . XXIV to Fort Fisher, former ly held by t he enti r e, corps, 

I 
would be entrusted to Bri gadier General Henry Baxter ' s bri gade, about 

II' '.., 2,500 s trong, and eight batteri es of 34 guns . Surplus transportation 
. c. . 28 I and baggage had been sent t o City Point . 

Meade, .men he revie>red Warren ' s orders, disappr oved of t he starti ng 

·1 the . 5 :30 was not early enough. General Parke, having alert ed his di-
" 

I 
I 
I 
I 

~ision cow~znders to have their troops on the ro"-d by 3 0 ' clock; Heade 

telegraphed Harren to put hj.s corps in motion a t 4 
29 

a . m. 

The troops of the IX Corps spent O'etober 26 getting ready to tclce 

the offensive . Rations and awmunition in the stipulated quantities were 

dr~;m, while the units earmarked to hold the forts took position. Besides 

(; ~ t.t i.!1g a passage through the parapet and. abatis to the left of Fort Cummings 

13 
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~r the V Corps, Parke 's pioneers opened a rout e ,through the fortifications 

ii,o t he right of· t hat stronghold for t he IX Corps . 

• Ger\er al Parke , before retiring, noti.fied Brigadier General Orlando 

r llCOX, whose First Division ",as to have the advance, that , he ,·Ias to 

Jr.0ve his "col$land promptly at 3 :30 in the morning, keeping •. . L-hisJ 

I rigades well closed , and ta_l<ing the . road cut , .. through the parE.pet to 
30 

the right of For t Cummi.ngs •••. II The Third Division led by Brigadier 

l eneral E{h;ard,' Ferrero and Brigadier General Robert Potter's Second 

'

iVision,, ' as named , "ere to follo" viillcox through t he ' gap opened in 

31 
he earth"orks. ' ' ." " 

I Tat t oo ' las beaten as usual in the IX Corps ' camps that evening . 

After t a.ttoo , t he officer of the d 2.:l' made his rounds to see tha.t 

len had retired and that no unnecessary camp fires were burning. 

the 

At 

o I clock the' officers awakened their men, being careful to hold 

the noise . The UXiits were formed , mustered , and ready to march 

It 3 o'clock . 
32 
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1 THE BATTLE OF '['HE BOYDTON PlJl.j'f.r;: ROAD, OCTOBER 27-28, 1864 

Chapter I 

1 General 10:eade Plans an Offensi V8 

Notes 
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of the ",eldon Railroad, and anchored the defense line covering the 

railroad from the "rest-. Fort Cummings had been throlNTI up in early 

Oct?ber., after the battle of Peebles t :Farm, and anchored the Union 

line l~td out to secure the ground gained at that t~ile. 
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Th~ BATTLE OF THE BOYDTON PlJU~ ROAD, OCTOBER 27-28, 1864 

Chapter II 

Hampton Establishes a Roadblock 

General Hancock a t 3:30 a.m. , October 27, 1864, ,upon learning that 

divi~ion$ \-iere formed J pc.ss ed the yfQrd to move out. In accordance I hiS 

1 , tdth Hancock's orders, Egan ' s division took t he lead. As soon as Ega,n's 

'Irear r egiment had moved from its camp and turned into Halifax road , }fott I s 

( 

, 
; 

t 

I 
Ilead brigade marched from its bivouac. Egan ' s 3d Brigade commanded by 

Brigadier General Thomas A. Smyth had t ,he advance, follovred by Colonel 

,I I James H.' Willett's 2d Brigade, .,hile Lieutenant Colonel Horace P. Rugg's 

,I " 
A squadron from the 6th Ohio Cavalry il 1 st Brigade brought up the rear. 

II I preceded Smyth I S lead regiment . 

r 
Rumbling along between ~Iillett I sand 

i I Rugg l s brigades were th~ six Napoleons manned by Batteries C and I, 5th 

I U. S . Light Artillery. 

[I 
"elbow r oom." Although they held to the right as directed, Halifax road 

For the first one-half mile of the march , the infantry had litt l e 

II was hardly wide enough for both the f ootsoldiers and Gregg I s cavalry. 

,i 

I I 

Tempers flared . 

i n each others v~y. 

Insults .rere exchanged as infantryman a nd cavalryman got 

The situation improv ed afte r the head of the colUJl'J1s 

r eached the junction, and the II Corps took the right-hand road, ~h ile 

Greggls cavalry continued do~n Halifax road . 

General Egan and his guide rode .lith the trooper s of the 6th Ohio. 

At Colonel vfyatt's, the col Wl'n turned into Church road and pushed on 

I 
I 

across Arthur SHamp . Day vTa S b r ea.1<ing as the vanguard entered Vaughan 

I r cad . There, were s evera l sharp reports, as Confederate pickets posted 

I 
at a hous e about 200 Y2.rds north of the road blazed a','I-ay at the Ohio 

-- -'------ -, 

I r 

"I 

f' , 

. ; . '!:' 

I .' 
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: 1 • • II hors esoldi ers. Ega]1 called a brief halt, to enable General Smyth to organize 

i a force to dislodge the Rebels. Hithin a fe>T mommts, Lieutenant Colonel 

: I Frar.k J. Spalter had r eported to Egan "j.th his 4th Ohio Infantr-,f Battalion. 

\1 Close behind cal11e the 7th "iest Virginia. Egan had Spalter deploy his Ohioans 

,I 
fl 
II 
t 

II 
! 

II 

as skirmishers to the right and left of Vaughan road. The West Virgini~~s 

h"Gr-e told to loc.d their rifle-muskets and c.dvance as a support to the Ohioans. 

By the time Spalter's battalion had ta..l{en position, the Confederates had 

secured their mour1ts and had disappeared dmm the road. 2 

The .~rch was resu.med. It was apparent to the veterans that their 

officers anticipated trouble, because they asked one another, ";','hy 'else has 

Egan called in the cavalry and deployed infantry to screen the advance? " 

There "as no more delay at this time, and the column tramped rapidly along 

till Spalter and his Ohioans approached Hat.cher Run. Spalter and his foot-

soldiers sensed trouble. Here the road had been obstructed; trees had fl 
I been toppled arid brush thrown into the' 5 treanr; so as to disorganize a II': force attempting to assail the rifle-pits dug on the opposite side to 

II 
i 

:11· 

'I 
\ 

I 
i 

I 
I 
I 

Cover the crossing. 

Without waiting for the 7th \'Jest Virginia, Colonel Spalter barked 

the co=nd, "Double-quick!" The Ohioans crossed an open field and dashed 

do;,n the slope. There was a crash~ng volley. Spalter and several of his 

men were knocked off their feet. Unable to cross Hatcher Run, the Ohi.oans 

tOok cover and returned the Rebels' fire. By this time . the 7th H""st 

Virginia had deployed as skirnD.shers and moved to the attack. The "rest 

Virginians stormed into the abatis, but· like the Ohioans, they >lere re-

Captain John Fordyce of the ~[est Virginia unit , with Spalter dead, 

,,~~ Senior officer present. After posting his men behind trees, he dashed 
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to the rear and hailed General~ Egan and Smyth. The generals listened 

as Fordyce tersely explained the situation. Egan turned to Smyth and 

told him to form his brigade across the read. Sta ff-officers galloped 

to the rear with instructions f or Willett and Rugg to hurry to the front 

;;ith their brigades and form a second line behind Smyth's. Willett >JaS 

to post his New Yorkers on the right, while-lluggmassed his bluecoats on 

3 
the left of Vaughan road. 

Hajor Henry S. Farley of South C2.rolina led the small detachment of 

dismounted troopers from Brigadie r General Pierce N. B. YOth'1g's brigade 

charged with guarding the Vaughan road crossing of Hatcher Run. The 

Confederates; their fighting blood up, had let go 2. terrible "Rebel Yell" 

as the Yankee -skirmishers scrambled for cover. The sight of Egan's battle 

lines had a sobering influence. 

Egan, having completed his dispositions, told Smyth to charge. Sup-

ported by I'lillett's and Rugg's brigades, Smyth's battle line swept fonJard. 

Hen dropped, but on the Federals came. Tearing gaps in the abatis, the 

Yanks, holding their cartridge-boxes and rifle-muskets above their heads, 

plunged into the run. The water was ;mist deep. By the time they had 

Scrambled_up the slippery west bank, the Rebels had abandoned their rifle-

pits and were fleeing dOvill the road. A number of greyclads, not as fleet 

as their comrades, 'Iere captured. 

Smyth's soldiers -continued the pursuit to Young's Store, where the 

ge~eral called a halt to re-form his brigade. ~~ile waiting for t he r est 

I of t he division, Smyth had the 1st Delaware relieve the 4th Ohio Battalion 

"-nd the 7th West Virginia on the skirmish line • . The men from Dela.mre 

I !O'.lshed out about three-quarters of a mile, driving the Confederates before 

17 
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I General Hancock, while waiting impatiently for his pioneers to remove 

the obstructions from the ford so his artiller-y could pass, dashed off 

la note to Chief of Staff Hu.:nphreys. He reported that his colunm had 

Iforced its way across Hatcher Rurl. At this time, 7:30, firing could 

be heard off to the south Hhere Gregg's cavalry HaS operating, but 

Itcere Here no sounds of battle from the IX Corps off to the northeast. 

This caused Hancock to feel· "some Ulleasiness," because he realized that 

I his "small column could affect nothing if the enemy Here permitted to 

I concentrate against it, and that he could not even attempt to reach the 

South Side Railroad Ullless the enemy Here kept busily occupied meeting 
5 

attacks" laUllched by Parke and Warren. 

As 

I Hatcher 

soon as the rest of EgaIl' s brigades and Eott' s division had forded 

Run, Hancock told Egan to march "by the nearest road to Dabney's 

II )/ill;" Hott's column was to move out along Vaughan road a mile or so, and I then strike for the mill by w:y of a cart road,sho"m on the Federals' maps 

i I of eastern Dinwiddie COUllty •. 

I, Egan, after re-forming his division, called for Rugg to take the ad-

vance. Smyth's brigade was to bring up the rear. Rugg's lead regiment 

(the 19th Hassachusett;) was turned off Vaughan road and into the Tele-

graph road. At the point where the Telegraph road struck Hatcher.Rlli~, 

Egan had Rugg form his brigade into battle line across the road, "hile 

skirmishers of the 19th NassachusettsHaded the stream. Not encoUlltering 

I ar~y Confederates, they v[er8 withdra"m~ As soon as Rugg reassembled his 

\1 , 
troops, the march "las resumed along a cart road. The head of the column 

l'e2.ched Dabney's Hill at 9: 15, "Ihere the vanguard (tViO companies of the 

19th l,ie.ine) captured Najor Andre;! R. Venable, Hampton's adjutc.nt-general. 

i:hiJ..~ Egan! s soldiers vler"e halted ~fa.itil'1g for Nett to arrive, Venable vras 

I 18 
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lIestioned by Egan and his staff. Venable refused to tell the Federals 

7 
I:rthing except his name and raILlc. 

Nott's division, with Brigadier General P. Regis De Trobriand' s bri-

tire leading the way, had waded Hatcher Run at S o'clock. Preparatory 

to moving out Vaughan roaci, Nott had De Trobriand advance the 2d U. S. 

l2.rpShooters and the 73d Ne~ .. l York as skim.ishers. De T~obriand's 

Jlvance guard, as it approached a cornfield near where the road to 

]Jet'ney's Nill branched off from Vaughan road, sighted Confederates 

tging rifle-pits. The Yanks surged forward, and the Confederates 

dropped their entrenching tools, s;rung into their saddles, and pounded 

, in s,r.ift retreat. Nothing further out of the ordinary occurred to 

ID[ the march to Dabney's Hill. Since Egan's troops had reached the mill 

w~~l ahead of them, Hottl s soldiers >lere subjected to considerable good­

rlured guying as they tramped up. 
S 

All the >lhile the sound of Gregg's guns was getting nearer. Hancock 

I,; that with Gregg advE.ncing, he would have to strike rapidly for the 

I' 'dton Plank Road, if he 

on cavalry was driving 
9 

'·Id the plank road. 

were to intercept the Confederates that the 

in. Orders were given for Egan to push on to-

Egan soon hE.d his division in motion along a ';Iood road, ,mich his 

"de assured him led into the Boydton Plank Road at Bevill.l$. At 10:30 

"I: Rugg's 

t.,"lr goal. 

advance debouched from the pines into a field a~d reached 

Looking up the plank road to'd2.rd Hatcher Run, the Yanks 

elld see the canvas tops of Confedera.te military Hagons as they rolled 

f:orthe8.st\·tard. 

I Ho.rlcock, who- "'£,'8.5 riding 1t.ri.th Egan) was disappointed, because he be-

I 19 
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lieveC :~at a small force of cavalry, if one were available, might have 

capt":'?': part_ of the train before it crossed the run at Burgess' Hill. 

As so':':. 2.S the last of his footsoldiers had emerged from the ,,!Oods, Eg2.n 

had ~~i€ form his brigade into line of battle across the Boydton Plank 

Road. ::he 19th and 20th Hassachusetts were sent to report to Captain 

A. BEe'} Embler of H2.ncock' s st2.ff. Embler deploy€d the Nass2.chusetts 

Infant::;illen as skirmishers to the right of the road and adv2.nced to feel 

the fee. Hancock at the same time c2.lled for . Rugg to move his brig2.de 

10 
across ",he Boydton Plank Road, anchoring its right on the road. II 

As soon as lfillett's 2d Brigade entered the clearing, Egan had the 

I colonel form his troops "lith their left resting on the plank road. The 

pasitic:} taken by ,Iillett' s troops ,,;as para llel with the road and faced 
1 ! I · the co=nding ground, known to the soldiers as Burgess' farm. Willett 

I "ias teld 

mishers, 

by Egan to advance lito the support of Captain Embler's 

11 
until his left connected" with Rugg's right. 

skir-

I litile Willett "as preparing to do as directed and before the head of 

S~~h!s column came out of the pines, a Confederate battery roared into 

e.ction, harrnnering Rugg I s skirmishers and battle line "lith case-shot • . 1\.;0 

Rebel ~~s were quickly pinpointed on the south side of Hatcher Run, near 

Burgess I Tavern, ",hile a second section had unlimbered -.its " piece off to 

the west near White Oak road. 12 

The cannoneers of Batteries C and I, 5th U. S. Light ArtilleY"J h82.rC 

.the boorr; of the Southerners I C2P.non. Lieutenant '1·1. Butler Beck put his 

II' tt t oa ery in 0 a trot. n Driving their teams out into the field, the regc.i.ars 

quickly put their Napoleons into action, concentrating their fire on the 

Confederate guns on the ridge near Burgess I. l'he range 'Ia.s only 800 yar::5, 

~·~ci the Federal, cannoneers quickly registered on their mark. \I[ithin a. f::x 

20 
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I . ' • t utes , 
t he greyclads had had enough,and l:Lrnbering up their guns they 

13 
"rithdre~i north of the run. 

I General Ha~cock did not deeB it prudeut to continue his ~rch for 

i e \'!hite Oak road, while any Confederates remained south of Hatcher Run. 

dlbers were now issued for Egan to push for t he bridge at Burgess' and 

I drive everyth.ing across. C-eneral Gregg at this time rode up and re­

.. 14 
ported to Hancock. 

I 
I wben Gregg's horsesoldiers t ook the field before daybreak on October 

.' Colonel Charles H. Smith's brigade \'las ass igned the advance, to be 

followed by Colonel Nichael Kerh'in' s, "lith Brigadier Genera.l Henry E . 

IVies' brigade covering the rear. The cavalrymen were delighted "hen 

I
ncock' s ,II Corps left. them in possession of Halifax road. 

Reams ' Station, the long column turned into the Dinw'iddie 

A mile north 

Courthouse 

t d , which would bring it to the Hon..l{'s Neck Bridge crossing of Rowanty 

Creek. 

I 
I: 

Colonel Smit h, before saddling up, had a ssigned to the d ependable 

Ohio Cavalry the advance. A Confederate outpost was encountered by 

Ohioans at J. Hargrave's, about one mile northeast of Honk's Neck 

A fevi shots were exchanged, and t .he Rebel vedettes fled. The r dge
• 

hluecoats. f ollow'ed, close on the Johnnies ' heels. 

I As they approached the bridge, the Ohioans pulled up their horses, 

I
cause on the opposite sid.e, about 200 yards t o their front, they could 

. e a line of breast·.!orks behind wh ich crouched Rebel cavalrymen assigned 

I "ff"tch the cros sing. 

h-~-~'::J2 of t he situation . 

I 

Colonel Smith galloped , up and made a hurried. esti-

The 6th Ohio and a battalion of the 1 st ~rain e ,iere 
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disreounted. After the troopers had counted off, every fifth lP2.n ,,~as de­

tailed·as a_horse-holder. Next, the IT£n were deployed on the run as 

sk:L--:-mishers. Several well-a.imed volleys kept the butternuts pinned in 

their rifle-pits, alld then the bluecoats charged, wading the. Rovmnty 

above and below the bridge. Pressing on, the Yanks stormed the w:>rks, 

15 
capturing several prisoners. 

A bridgehead~established, Gregg had his pioneers cut a,my the 

barricades placed on the approaches to the bridge. The division then 

crossed Ro;:2.llty Creek, as the horse-holders brought up the mounts, and 

the advance ,iaS resumed. Smith's brigade, preceded by troopers of the 

6th Ohio, continued to lead. As the column forged deeper into Dimliddie 

. County, the Ohioans "rere in constant contact ,lith the Rebel horsemen, whom 

.they had help rout from.the roadblock. Huch po"der was burned, but with 

both sides moving rapidly, there "ere fe" casualties. 

Tvro and one-half miles west of Honk's Neck Bridge, the Federals 

tp-ned into Vaughan road and crossed Little Cattail Run. Upon reaching 

the intersection of Vaughan and Quaker roads, Gregg's vanguard wheeled 

into Quaker road. As the 6th Ohio started dovm the slope leading to 

Gravelly Run, }~jor George W. Dickinson threw up his right arm as a sig-

nal to halt. Most of the leaves having withered and fallen, the advance 

guard could see a number of Rebels 

prepared to resist their crossing. 

posted on the north side of the stream, 

16 

Several couriers had been bagged by the Yanks du1'ing their lightning­

like ride from the Ro'"anty to Gravelly Run. Gregg closely questioning 

,. 
<,r,e3e men learned that two Confederate cavalry divisions ,jere based in 

I ""stern Dinwiddi.e County. }~jor General 111. H. F. "Rooney" Lee's division 

"":," said to be encemped on Stony Creek, to Gregg's left and about three 

I 
22 
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miles distant, .mile Brigadier General Matthew C. Butler's division was 

17 
ca.mped on Quaker road to his front. 

Najor General 1f!2.de Hampton I s Cavalry Corps was charged "lith guarding 

the area southwest of the Petersburg fortifications. The cavalry chieftain 

on October 24 had notified General Lee tp.a this horsesoldi.ers had been 

employed Hin assisting the infantr.f in completing a ne1'i line of W'lorks, 

which extends" to Hatcher Run. This task having been completed, Hampton 

had posted his corps: Seven hundred dismounted cavalrymen had been sent 

lllto the ne>Tly completed earth"mrks, their right resting on Hatcher Run, I L about' one and one-half miles above Armstrong's Hill. Troopers from Butler's 

I . division picketed the countryside from the rifle-pits to Honk's Neck Bridge, 

t 

I 

,;hile Rooney Lee's horsesoldiers 'latched the ground bet-'leen Nonk's Neck 

Bridge and the point where Halifax road spanned Stony Creek. Dearing's 

brigade was enca.mped at Burgess I Mill oath orders, on receipt of news of 

advance, to take position at once in the trenches on the right 

18 
the infantry. 

On the 24th Lieutenant General Ambrose P. Hill had joined Hampton 

for a ride along the recently finished earth.;o rks. As they jogged along, 

Hampton suggested to Hill that if the infan~ry could hoid the line to 

·Hatcher Run, he could pull his dismounted troopers out of the rifle-pits 

north of the stream and place them in the .;orks guarding the south bank. 

The cavalry corps would then be concentrated .,1.thin supporting distance 

of the fortified zone, and if the Federals attacked, Hampton could thro;; 

a force of from "400 to 4,000 men" on their flank by crossing at one of ., 
i.::e five dams, reserving at the Seune time a sufficient mounted force to 

I cope ,,'ith their cavalry. Before Hill could act on this suggestion, hO;I-

C''''" , t'ne 1 " t' 't' B '. P' k F' ' 19 
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Shortly after daybreak, on October 27, excited couriers began reach-

i ng Hampton's ,command post with r eports that a number of .Union colur.~s 

" ere e.dvanci.ng and driving in Butler's pickets from Squirrel Level road 

the left to the Dim.d.ddie Courthouse road pn the right. Next, came 

evil:.ndiilgs that Union inf2l1try and artillery had forced crossings 

Hatcher Run at Armstrong's Nill and the Vaughan road crossing, ,'hile 

Yankee cavalry had stormed the Mon.1{ I s 

!kor ~utler to reinforce his outposts, 

Neck Bridge. Orders were given 

The brigade c01l1ml.nders ordered 

their regiments "to get into the saddle" w-ithout allowing their cavalry­

len to attend· to the "niceties of the toilette, or to breakfast .. ,'." 

t0c:.e dismotUlted men, "who were in cemp, al,;ays as w-retched as fish out 

of "ater, were forced, much against their 'lill, to move in undignified 

Ibaste, swearing like orthodox troopers, amid much pleasant chaff . from 

Itheir more fortunate comrades on horseback," Butler, accompanied by a 

combat patrol, rode out to engage the Union column (Hancock's corps) 

that .laS advancing via Vaughan road. 

Learning from 

~oad, Hampton .. lith 

his scouts that Gregg 's cavalry was driving up Qu~ker 

a strong detachment from Butler's division headed south. 

Itampton soon encountered'the pickets as they retreated .before Gregg's van­

guard, Reacting to this emergency with his characteristic vigor, Hampton 

tismounted and formed his men on a ridge overlooking Gravelly Run, Butler 

now rode up and reported that he had been unable to locate Ha'1cock's 

Heamlhile, the cannoneers of the Washington South Carolina 

(

.r-tillery emplaced '. J • • : • • two of their 

20 
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3-inch rifles on a cOIIlll'.anding 

I Before riding out of Butler's camp, Hampton had dispatched an aide 

~'ii;h instructions for Rooney Lee to take the field with all his division, 

I 
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If I • • Lee v,as to ride from his Stony Creek 11 except those men on picket duty. 
, 
, c~p, march up the military road, so as to strike Gregg's cavalry ~~ the 

: I real' as it advanced up QuaKer r02.d. 

Hampton, as a good soldier, kIlew that the gap which had opened behreen II i Butler's left and Hatcher Run would have to be covered. If not,Hancock's 

I 

~ 
I 
I 
I 
I 
i 

I 
i 

I 

·column v'ould be able to make a n unopposed mE.rch to Burgess' ~!ill. He 

therefore gave Major Venable the task of telling Dearing to pull his 

troopers out of the rifle-pits north of Hatcher Run, and to post them 

on Boydton . PlruL~ Roa d near Bevill's house . Dearing upon reaching Bevill's 

would have a twofold mission. Besides·- watChing Butler's flank and rear, 

he was to g uard the roads leading from Armstrong's a'ld Dabney's mills to 

the plank road. 

General Hill, as Hampton's superior, quashed the order for Dearing 

to proceed to Bevill's, becaus e he did not feel that the brigade could · 

be spared from the ' Io rks. Dearing and his troopers ,muld continue to 

be responsible f or the defense of the Burgess' · Nill crossing of Hatcher 

·Run. It ,~s .. mile hastening to tell Hampton of Hill's r efusal to release 

Dearing tha t Venable was captured by Hanco ck's vangua rd. Ha.'llpton the re­

·fore did not know that the approach to his rear was unguarded. 

Upon the departure of Hampton's column for Gravelly Run, ~he men re-

.lnaining in camp quickly packed the wagons and started for Burgess ' Hill. 

'i:nesewere the v ehicles seen by He.ncock e.s he rode out onto the Boydton 
21 

Plan.1<: Road. 

General Gregg had joined Colonel Smith and Major Dickinson on the 

:ridge south of the Quaker road crossing of Gr2.velly RlU1. ~jl1ile the of-

I · ficers ,'ere discussing the tactical situation, the cannoneers of t he 

' ;aGhingtcn South Carolina Artillery opened fire. Gregg, stUdying the 

I ;~ ;;:::(;'3 it "2 s18pe thr'Ough his g12.sses ) \<1<3.5 atle to pinpoint 2~ s tron,i: skin nj .sh 

---~----



• • line. Smith prepared to attack. The 6th Ohio and the 1st Maine were dis-

mounted and deployed as skirmishers. ~lading the run, the bluecoats carved 

,lout a narrow bridgehead. Butler.t s Confed'3rf'.tes.1 however, held their ground 
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along the brow of the ridge and prepared to counterattack. Smith determined 

to conmlit a.'lother regiment . The 21st Pennsylvania Has called up and rode 

~cross the stream, forming on the flanks of the skirmish line. Smith's 

brigade, as soon as the Pennsylvanians were in position, began to fight 

its v~y up the slope. Suddenly, the butternuts broke off the engagement, 
22 

secured their horses, a.~d retired up the valley of Gravelly Rtu~. 

It was not long before Gregg and Smith's bluecoats discovered the 

reason for the Confederates I precipit2~~t withdra'h'al. Hampton had first 

learned that Dearing had not taken position at Bevill's, Hhen several 

~shen-faced men rode up and reported a pOHerful Union column (Hancock's) 

was astride the Boydton Plank Road. If Butler's butternuts held their 

ground, they Hould be trapped bet'tleen the Yank cavalry to their front 

and Hancock's -infantry to their rear. It was mandatory for Hampton to 

change his front, so as to meet the Federals on the Boydton Pl&~ and 

~ihite Oak roads. After dispatching a combat patrol with one gun up 

~laker road to harass Hancock, Hampton ordered Butler to disengage his 

diVision, move to the left, and take post near J. ~lilson's on the plank 

road. Covered by a strong rear guard, Butler broke contact "ith Gregg's 
23 

horsesoldiers and headed for Wilson's. 

Vlhile Smith's brigade was battling Butler's division along Gravelly 

"-.. -m, Rooney Lee's division came thundering up the military road from Stony 

General Davies' brigade, reinforced by the 2d Pen"sylvania of 

K;;:r'nin1s brigade., "JaS posted at the junction of the Qu2.ker and ll1ilitary 

Lee's greyclads Inade a spirited attack, but they-were repulsed .. 
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• • As soon as Butler's division had abandoned the ridge overlooking 

Gravelly Run, Gregg resul1'.ed his Il'.arch up Qua.l{er road. Davies' rear guard 

(the 1st Pennsylvania Cava lry) >las cautioned to k eep a strong lookout. 

24 Rooney Lee's .butternuts harassed the Yanks as rar as Gravelly R1L~. 

Rooney Lee wa s nOl'1 hailed by one or Hampton's aides. The staff-

I
II :::i:::et::: ::~:::: ::e:a:ot:h:~:y:t::o:l:::d~::~thH:fh::::e:~:nR:::ss 

the stream, advance up the plan.1( road,and assai l the Federals. Lee 
I 

i 25 
moved to carry out Hampton's instructions. 

Upon reaching lvilson' s, Hampton had Butler detail a small force and 

post it there' to dra',; Hancock's a ttention toward the southwest. Accom-

• 
panied by Butler and the remainder of the division, Hampton took the wood 

road leading by Holliday's and connecting with vfuite Oak road at Butler's 

house. .Uthough the Conrederates drove their mounts hard, they reached I L .. Hhite Oak road with only minutes to spare. 

I · and sweeping rapidly toward them,was a blueelad skinnish line. 

A short distance to the 
26 

east, 

i 

I 
J , 

I 

Butler's troopers dismounted and deployed on the double. Young!s 

brigade took position on the left, its rlank resting on Burgess' Mill 

Pond, with an open fi~ld to its front. Colonel Hugh Aiken's ' South Caro.., 

lina Brigade >las on the right, picketing the ground to a considerable 

distance south of Vlliite Oak road. Butler was told by Hampton that he 

;las to adva.~ce as soon as he heard Rooney Lee's guns. While waiting 

. for Lee to get into position o"er on the Boydton Plank Road, Butler 

Sent the horse-holders to the rear, and his ' .c'ava1rymen, threw up 

t emporary b,arricades of "renee rails, logs and such material as ... ['"they J 
Could get." Captain James F. Hart had the gunners of His vrashington South 

C'~rolina Art illery unlimber their six guns along the division.' s line , 
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, !1l1landing the field in front. 27 

Hancock, with the Confederates 

11ite Oak road, was especially glad 

• 
having established a roadblock on 

t o see Gr egg . He told t he cavalrym&"l 

1 form his division on the left of the II Corps--Kerwin's brigade "close 

upon the infantry and wes t of the plank road," Davies ' on the plank road, 

Id Smith's on the Quaker road . Davi es ' and Smith' s horses oldiers .. rere 

to watch for Confederate thrusts up these roads and guard the II Corps' 

1 2.r . 28 

I With Gregg's division on 

cotnm.andinto White Oak road . 

the field , Hancock prepared to turn his 

Orders were given for Egan to advance his 

tittle line down the Boydton Plank .Road , driving the Rebels posted on 

high ground at Burgess ' across Hatcher Run. Meanwhile, Hott' s column 

come up. Before lea;~ng Dabney' s ~till, a lieutenan t and 150 cavalry-

I
n had r eported to Mott. The general told the lieutenant "to look well 

a ter the r ear and to thro,</' vedettes well out on all by-roads; also to 

live up all the straggl e r s ." At a word from Hott, the march was .resumed with 

' ,flanker s thrown "ut. Hott's l ead brigade reached the plank road at 12:30 . 

I In obedience to orders from Hancock, 110tt t old De Trobriand "to cover 

l
our l eft flank by a line of skirmishers thro,m fonmrd ata consider_ 

a Ie distance to',;ard the vlhite Oak road, and a curved line of battle fac­

Ig to the left and rear (west and south, a:cross t'he pike)." The ' 73d, 

86th) and 12hth Ne,</' York were deployed and advanced as skirmis hers. 

II Trobriand's skirmish l ine connected on the right with Rugg's Second 

If vision brigade, and on the left with Gregg 's vedettes. The 2d U. S. 

une.rpshooters soon r einforced the three New York regiments on the skirmish 

t·e
. 

De Trobri2.nd's battle line (the 99th and 110th Pennsylvania, t he 20th 
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Indiana, the 40th New York, the 1st Maine Heavy Art illery and 17th NaLne 

L'1fantry) extended across the fields ' on both sides of a wood road l eading 

t o the northHest, a nd was covered on its flanks by a dense gr01.rth of pines. 29 

Brigadier General Byron R. Pierce 's 2d Brigade was massed in a field, 

30 
near the junction of the Dabney' s Ifill and Boydton Pla.nk r 02.d8 ; . Colonel 

Robert EcAllister's .3d Brig2.de ';2.S emerging f rom t he pines 2.S .. a . cavalcade 

of horsemen rode up. One of the officers, whom HCAllister reco g,nized a s 
31 

General Heade, told the brigade commander to halt his c.olumn. 

A courier a t noon had ridden up and h,uided Ha.'1cock a note from Chief 

of Staff Humphreys, drafted at 10:40. Humphreys wanted Han cock to know 

that the V Corps had found the Rebels "intrenched on a line running nea r 

to Armstrong's mill pond ." No V Cor ps troops had yet forded Hatcher Run, 

but ~larren was to cross a divisien at once and, follew ~rith the rest .of 

his corps. Meam,hile, Hanceck was t o leek out fer his right and see that 

32 
there i s ne enemy bet~18en his c.orps and Hatcher Run. 

Replying, Hancock observed that he was at Burgess ' house, and that 

' General Gregg and his cavalry had "just come up ." The foe having been 

driven acros s Hatcher Run , the II Corps , ms abeut t o move out on White 

Oak road. By the r oute that he proposed te follow, it was six miles to 

the South Side Railroad. 33 

One of Hancock's officers now told Hott to put his divisien in mo­

tien for "Thite Oak read. Before Nott ceuld de as directed, Hanceck re-

Ceived 2.n order frem General Heade r equiring him to halt ~lh~rehe ,,-as. 

;ihile aWaiting additional instructions , Hancock "mtched a s De Trebr iand 's 

C!'iga,de fonned • 

Generals Grant and Meade now rode up t o Hancock I s command post. 
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was ~ .. Jorking 

I.e to the 

ct ing Hancock aside, l'!eade t old him that Cra\,ford ' s V Corps division 

its 'fray up Hatcher Run. Heade 'franted P.ancock to extend his 
- 34 

right and link up \,-:ith Cravrford' s troops. 
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THE BATTLE OF THE BOYDTON PLANK ROAD, OCTOBER 27-28, 1864 

I Chapter III 

1 
General Heth Prepares to strike 

1 General Parke 1 s IX Corps ,,~,2.S f01:'IDed a nd re.::~.dy to rr..arch at 3 a.m. 

on October 27. Parke, like the people at Heade' s headquarters, was of 

I the opinion that the Confedera.tes' fortifications had not yet been ex-

'I tended to Hatcher F:url, or if 

Lee's skilled engineers, the 

such a line had been marked out by General 

earth1',Drks had not been completed. 

I Brigadier General Orlando B. Vlillcox's lead brigade, Colonel Bryon 

1
M. Cutcheon' s, marched 

w2nd post, en route to 

at 3 :30, passing by Parke's Peebles' house com-

Fort Cummings. Noving through the gap cut in 

1 the earth"orks and abatis to the right of Fort Curmnings, the head of 

the column waS halted by \'iillcox 'at the picket line. Here Cutcheon's 

1 bluecoats waited in the darkness, "'hile the next brigade in line, Co-

l
Ionel Napoleon B. NcL,mghlen's, marched up. 

Filing to the right, McLaUghlen' s troops passed in front of the 

I earthworks from which the Reb~ls had been dd.ven the previous month. 

Hclaughlen's mission was to surprise the Confederate outpost knO>in to 

1 be stationed at the redoubt. At ",hat he considered a secure distance 

}~jor James Doherty from the redoubt, l1cLa.ughlen h.al ted his troops. 

1 '-ith 40 volunteers from the 57th Eassachusetts crept fon:ard--their 

One of Doherty's party 1 task was to take the pickets from t he rear. 

'OdS trigger-happy. There was a loud bang. One of the four Confeder-

1 de sentries was knocked to the ground by a mini,,', and his companions 
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I 
leaped to 

ing their 

• their feet and in the confusion eluded Doherty's 
1 

line~, the greyclads sounded the alarm. 

• patrol. Reach-~ 

I NcLaug0~en, on hearing the shot, led his brigade for:dard end joined 

Doherty at the redoubt. Here he halted his colurrn to allow Brigadier Gen­

lrd John F. Hartranft and his 1 st Brigade to pass. I'rillcox now rode up 
2 

told HcLaughlen to he.ve his collll1Hl follm'i He.rtranft' s. 

Cutcheon by this time he.d deployed the 2d Hichige.n as skh-mishers 

.long the edge of the "lOods east of C. Smith's house. The ZJth }fichige.n 

\-lc.S posted in support, and the rest of the brigade 

ly the left flank. Upon hee.ring that HcLaughlen IS 

was held ready to file 

troops had botched 

rheir assignment, Cutchecn 

At Smith '1 s, Cutcheon svrung 

advanced his brigade toward Smith's house. 

his left fonlard, and the brigade droye 'tlest-

liard. Contact with HcLaughlen' s troops to the right was soon lost, so 

Cutcheon directed his "skirmishers to gain 

Ithey adYanced, until they should coyer the 

ground in that direction as 

road running .. rest,,-ard from the 

IHe.",-«s house." 

ing the branch 

The right of the skirmish line had a difficult time wad-

of Arthur S .. lamP in front of Hm-ikiL'" thus causing the left 

IOf the skirmish line to s .. ang ahead till it was nearly perpendicular with 

Duncan roe.d. Cutcheon discoyered what had occurred, but 20 minutes of 

IValuable time .ras lost v[hile the alignment was- corrected. When the ad--

Ivance vlas resumed, Cutcheon told Lieutenant Colonel Edwin J. }!arch of 

the 2d Hichigan "to push fonlard Yigorously and attack promptly any 

Iforce of the enemy he might encounter." 

Union skirmishers forged ahead. Confederate pickets from Heth's The 

IdiVision "rere encountered in the pines east of vlatkins r ;. shots \-lere ex-

IChe.nged, a.'1d the butternuts fell back. General Willcox. heard the mus­

ki3try and had Cutcheon hold his ground, while he celled up Hartranft I s 
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l eoPle. ' Hartranft I s brigade came up on Cutchecn I s left. As soon as 

H2.rtranft I s skirmishers were in position on the left of the 2d Nichigan, 

l :iI l.COX told his brigade CC1T5iiand e rs to push on. Hc.rtranft f s e. ... ld Cutcheon IS 

irigadeS closely support'ed the skirmishers as they drove in Heth I s outposts. 

It had been daylight several hours, >!hen the skirlPjshers emerged from 

t he pine thickets "rest of Clen,ents ' houss , and fOUEd themselves confronted 

by a line of rifle-pits "\'iell filled "~ith men and protected by an alJuost 

I mperVious slashing. " Narch advanced his bluecoats close up to the abatis, 

lihe left of his line 

~te position,ras too 

entering the felled timber. Seeing that the Confeder-

strong to , be assailed, he sent a runner racing to 

I he r ear to tell Cutcheon .rha t he had discovered. Cutcheon reinforced 

l.farch ,d.th the 20th ;"Hichigan :! ;>; and the 51st Petmsylvania. Hartranft 

It the same time strengthened his skirmish line . Taking position in front 

3 Iff the abatis, the Federals dug in. 

Under ~Jillcox' s eye , Hartranft and Cutcheon formed thei.r brigades 

attack. Colonel I-icLaughlen I s brigade l;as called up, sO it could be 

a ready reserve. All the M1ile patrols from the two advance brigades 

a robed for soft spots in the fortified line held by Heth 's veterans. 4 

Brigadier General Edward Ferrero's Negro Division had follo,Jed the 

l oute pion~ered by ldillcox 's troops through t he breast'forks and abatis 

I nd across the countryside beyond. When Hillcox 's advance CaJ1le to a 

he,lt before the Rebel earthworks west of CleIrents' field, Ferrero 

l ock eyed his brigades into position on W'illcox's ri ght, s,·n.ng:Lng his 

~irhtflank back to link up with Brigadier Gene ral Robert R. Potter's 

I ",co nd Division near Ha'"ks' house. 5 

I Screened by a strong line of skirmishers, Ferrero pushed his bat­

tle lj.r!.e through the pL'1es and de:'tse u.ndergr'ohth . FelTerols peopl e , like 

I 
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I • • I \'iillcox's, were compelled to halt, when they came upon a line of recent­

ly dug earth~Drks. Obstructions (slashed timber and abatis) warned 

.1 FeT"l'BrO and his officers that all attack age..inst the sector to their 

front would be attended with frightful casualties. Ferrero, after 

I notifying Parke of the situation, received perwission to fortify his 

6 '. ' POsllJlon .. 

There ",as a gIo", in the eastern sky, as Potter's advance brigade 

(Brigadier General Simon G. Griffin's) passed Fort Curcmings. }!arching 

II rapidly ahead, Griffin's troops relieved Mclaughlen' s at the abaIldoned 

! Rebel redoubt. To .cover the advance of vlillcox's and Ferrero's divi­

II sions, Griffin sent a strong force of skirmishers to't.<a.rdthe northwest. 

I After all±he soldiers had passed the redoubt, potter brought up his 

II 1st Brigad~, Colonel John I~ Curtin commanding. Potter now deployed 

his division, lithe center on the road to the right of the Ha,;ks house 

and in line with that house, II his right in the abandoned Confederate 

rifle-pits about one-eighth mile from the slashings in front of the 

Union main line of resistance, and his left in contact with Ferrero's 

right. A picket line was established well to the front, 
7 

connecting on 

I 
the right "lith the pickets in front of Fort Welch. 

Potter during the eJternoon had his men entrench their position. 

I The 19th Battery, Ne" York Light Artillery had reported to him, so 

Potter had the cannoneers emplace four guns near Ha,,~s' house and the 

I .l:'e'f'~aining section on his .right. 
8 

General Parke at 9:L,5 notified Chief of Staff Humphreys that 

11I;;illCOX is up "ith the enen'y's line, and is nor' engaged, skirmishing. II 

1"'iillcox Vias now extending to the left to connect ,,,ith vlarren, and, if 

he found a soft spot, he ,","as to attempt a bre(L"1.(through. Potter at this 

I 
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hour was across the road north of the Hawks house redoubt, while Ferrero 

occupied the interval between j'iillcox and Potter. 
9 

1-!arren l s V Corps a s directed had m2.rched a t 4 a "m. It star ted to 

sprinkle at 4:45 a.m., and because of the overcast, it "ias unusually dark. 

~~~ng to the gloom, parts of the long column became scrambled; brigades 

lost contact \·d.th the' ,pr'iic;edir:g tulit" It ltias light enough for the' 501-

diers t o see the r oad at 5:30, and yTarren, having pass ed t o the left of 

Fort Cummings , turned the head of his column into t he "Toods. >-[arren \'/as 

disgus t ed t o discover that the IX Corps ' people had not cleared all the 

obstructions from t he road, so he called on General Griffin for pioneers. 

Keeping to the' left of t he IX Corps ' flankers; ' the column moved in a 

southwesterly direction to R. Thompson's house . 

Ascertaining t hat he was getting t oo far s outh, and tha t all roads 

encountered r an north and south, Warren had his pioneers cut a road 

through the pines in a westerly direction for one-half mil e . This led 

Gener al Griffin, in response to instructions from Warren, t old Colonel 

Edgar M. Gregory, the commander of his lead brigade, to form his men in 

the pines to the left of the road. Gregory deployed his ll.'1it i n double 

line--the 188th ,Nev' York Battalion and the 91st Pennsylvania in front, 

and the Hl7th Ne\ol York Batta~ion and the 159th Pennsylvania in support. 

Skirwishers from the 91st Pennsylvania were advanced, while the 155th 

Pennsylvania in the same forfl'zti on t ook position t o cover t he 2d Brigade's 

l ef -". As soon as Gregory reported t hat he was prepared , Griffin sent h:i!'u 

f O!"'r'.-a rd. The men ;'iho \-/ore t he JP.2.1tese cross ) although subj ected to a 
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"lively fire ," advanced through the pines, driving Heth' s outposts back 

, 
into their · fortifications. Upon penet~ating to ~rithin 100 to 200 yards 

of the Rebels 1 !!lcd.n line of resistC'..nce, G!'sgoY'Y' s sk irmishe;::'s encou.ntet'-

ed f elled timber and C2.me under a scathing fire from riflemen sheltered 

behind recently erected breast1•• ... orks . A hasty reconnaissance, conVinced 

Griffin that the slashings and. abatis "'Duld m.a.ke an ass2..ult en the rifle-

pits cos tly. Orders "'ere given for Gregory ' s troops , who had already 

seen 100 of their comrades shot do~m., t o ta.t..ce position and. st2.rt forti -

f ying. Contact .... JES est2..blished at thi~ ti.me loJith Hartranft I s IX Corps 

t th ' . t 11 roops on e r lgn . 

It '"as no'., 9 :30. v,arren had already rec eived 'ford f rom Meade that 

Parke 's people had lI!et the Confederates, but t hey "ould probably be un-

able to crack the Rebels' fortified line . Meade therefore wanted Warren 

to s end part of his corps across Hatcher Run ~~d cowmunicate vdth General 

12 
Han.cock. 

Replying t o Neade ' s c ommunication, Harren told of his advance and 

of Gregory ' s repulse . All t hat he had seen satisfied ~farren that, be-

. cause of the strength of the Rebels' w~rks to his front, it would be im-

practical for his corps to force a crossing of Hatcher Run above Arm­

strong I sHill • . 13 

Hanco ck at t he s?"'ne time ,ras notified that the V Corps was "about 
14 

. one mile· north of Armstrong ' s Nill, on the Duncan r oad ." 

After ordering Generals P:y-res and CraHford to mass their divisions 

close behind Griffin 's, Warren called for two of his stafi'--Hajor Wash­

hg:o!1 A. Hoehling and Captein ,:illiam T. Gentry. Roebling Has to t ake 

the €",neral 's e sco~t (8. detechment from the 4th Pennsylvania Cavalry) 

-f~:-lti f€ e ~L to the left J and sec if he could loc?te ~jhere the Hebel r ight 



~" i'rT " • • f 
, I r 'g§.anchored on Hatcher Run. Captain Gentry was entrusted with t he 9:30 mes --I. f .• ~'~ : :aoghe, tsofroHanntCO~'nkd' Pending the return of his aides, Warren "-Ould reconnoite~5 

, .....L <;i,,& ascertain the practica.bi lity of forcing Heth 15 posit ion . 

Major Roebling rode toward Armstrong 's Mill. On the opposite side I l .' 
l ~;i' 
t '" . of Hatcher Run at the mill, h'e could see a regiment of troops ",earing 

I ! ·· the clover-lea f badge. As Hoebling and the hors esoldiers watched, the 

I I:;{~; II Corps footsoldiers moved out of what looked like rifle-pits . The 

I ;;r,";major assumed that these ;jere abandoned Confederate earthworks; that 

I 
I 

• 
I 

• 
I 
I 

I 
I 

! .. they.rere continuous a.long the right bank of the stream; tha t they l'S­I ~~, '::~rossed Hatcher Run some;,here opposite Griffin's left, connecting "lith 

f the fortifications before which Gregory's advance had stall ed . As it 

t,.; rode up the creek, Roebling's party .. laS fired on by a greyclad picket, 

t/ llho took to his heels. Roebling r eported back to Harren at 10: 15, and 
",~5j(· 

,: : told his general that besides being fortified the south bank of the run 
' -" '.(" 

16 
heavily timbered. 

Generals Grant and Heade~accompanied by. a large number of hor semen , 

After I'Jarren had briefed his 

~i.:'-.'imPortant visitors as t o his dispositions and the formidable character 
<::'" 

, '. ' of the Rebels' works, Major Roebling explained to the generals that ,.:}' 
" Griff in's skirmish line extended a considerable distance down Hatcher 

I 
r 
! 
I 
! .' 

, 
l . 

~ 

Captain Gentry now shm;ed up. Questioned by l'larren, he reported 

t~.a t the r ear of General Ha11cock's column had passed Dabney 's Y,ill en 

17 
!'cute to the plank road. 

Grant, after reflecting on the situation and checking his maps, 

told l>la rren "to send a division across Hatcher's L '!iJ!::...} Run, place its 

right flank on the run, and then move up, supporting General Hancock , 

·'l!"~cl u~on arriving a.t the enew..y 's right of the line Lt1 front of General 
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Griffin to a ttack 'it in fian.1<, and endeavor to Cause him to abandon the 

18 
line, and thus open the \;ay for the rest of" the V and IX Corps . 

Checking 'Yd. th his staff, Harren learned th2.t Cra;-rford I S di.. vision \\ras 

conveniently situated for undertaking thj,s' special. ass~gnment . Lieutenant 

Charles Ricketts "as sent to t ell Crawford to bring up his division. ~lh en 

Ricketts trotted up, he fo und t he Third Division haltsd in Thompson's 

field • . After listening to Ricketts, Cral'rford turned the head of his 

column into' Duncan road. Before he had gone very far , Cra>~ord encountered 

~!ajor Roebling, ' . The maj or, who '112.3 to conduct the div:ls:ion to its posi-

tion, told Cra·"ford that he was to cros s Hatcher Run at Armstrong ' s Hill, 

advance up the right b2JL1(, resting his right on the st re&a, and l ink up 

with Griffin ' s left. From Roebling, CraHford l ear ned that the II Corps 

'I ' was on his left and had advanced a considerable distance. While ques -

I ' 'I 
•• 
fl 
I !I 
I ;,'. ' ' 

I 

• 
1 

tioning the staff-officer about the topogr aphy of the area into ,t[lich he 

~ras to t ake his troops, the general , ras told that if he advanced as he 

; 19 
planned Hith a two-brigade front, he would "overlap" tne II Corps. 

Meamrhile, Harren had deterillined t o increase the force Hith which 

Crawford ;'lOuld cross t he r un . Orders ,,,ere issued for General A,rres to 

reinforce Crawford with a brigade. Ayres detached the }~ryland Bri gade, 

Colonel Andrew W. Denison commanding . Crm·rforci's column having been a s -

signed a mission fraught Hith danger, 'lfarrenwould travel with it. Griffin 

~lould be expected to employ his own division and twob rigades of Ayres ' to 

keep Heth' s attention focused on his front, .mile Cra',rford !lB.neuvered f or 

20 
Position on t he Rebels' flapx or rear . 

As ~Iarren trotted off, Griffin called up two regiments from his 3d 

I ' B~igade (Brigadier General Joseph J. Bartlett 's ), sanding them to the 

l",tt . There they took pcsj.tion, thei r right resting on Gregory 's left 
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I • • I and their left on Hatcher Run. The rest of Bartlett's brigade was form­

ectin line north of the road opened that morning by the division pioneers. 

I 
!I 

G<meral Ayres massed his 1 st a?ld 3d Brig2.des as a str¢.tegic reserv-ein 

21 
the pines behind Bartlett's battle lL~e . 

Cra"ford's vanguard reached the run opposite Armstrong's Hill by 

'I 
II i! 

11:45 and started to cross. Because of the heavy gl"ol:rth of timber and 

underbrush on the opposite side of the stream, Cra'dford "'<as compelled to 

leave his battery, the 9th Battery, Massachusetts Light Artillery, at 
t 'I the mill . Yiarren joined 

I· J. Willia.m Hofmal1n' shad 
, \ ill and the Naryland Brigade 

Cra"'rford by the time his rear brigade--Colonel 

scrambled up the southb"L'lk. Colonel Denison 

overtook the division at this time. vlhile 

Cra'<1ford' sbluecoats were deploying, 11arren revieHed forCramord' s 

I benefit "bat vras expected . Using a map, the corps cOIl'lrander indicated 

line of skirmishers, to double them, and to advance 

I in his fr~nt, their right resting upon the creek . II 

them half a mile 

Col onel Hofmann's 

,brigade .. ,as formed in rear of Bragg's, its ri ght anchored on Hatcher 

R-~n. In obedience >lith instructions from Crawford, Hofmann. threior out 

' t;-;e 147th :IIIew York as flankers to guard his left. As the dense under-

€I'Ol'Ith llBde it impossible to advance along the creek, tHO regiments of 

' the ;':aryle.nd Brigade Vlere ordered "to advance in rear, and supporting 

Ithe right fh.nk, and hro others on the left fl ank ," and Colonel Deni­

S~n was inst.!·ucted to hold his Haryl 2.::ders ready to r einforc? any , 
39 



I • • : ~rtion of the line that might be necessary. 

After checking .iith the brig2,de commanders and learning that they 

l rere ready, Cra;rford "broke the COGliTI.s..n.d by t he right of companies to the 

:, rront , and advanced" into the forest. For-rard progress was attended >lith 

great difficulty. So thick were the trees and so tangled the undergro.,fth 

Ith2.t the .troops bec2.1i.e confused as to directions . Officers 11€ 1'8 compelled. 

" to rely on their compasses, To help Cra'iford and his top subordinates 

i,.,' lguide their movements, ~iarren dispatched an ~de with instructions for 

;', IGriffin to have his skirmish line open on the foe to its front. Grea t 

,.. difficulty ,las experienced by the brigade anc! regimental commanders in 

,,:'I maintaining a semblance of an alignment. Hatcher Run made a horseshoe 

, bend to the ,west, and Cra>lford, _ to, avoid having his 6 ght HLng wade the 

:-,:, Istream t",-ice, filed his , brigades by the flank a considerable distance to 

tithe south,lest ", 

, Reconnoitering in front 'of his left, Cra,aord rode into the clearing 

."- lat Dabney's Hill, where he sighted a detaclmlent of cavalry, Told by the 

'" hors esoldiers that the 

"' Icra.lford urged his men 

' I,/nat seemed like hours, 

under cultivation ." 'To 

II Corps >las a considerable distance to his front, 

on. The pace of the, advance was snail-like. After 

CraHford reachedCroH' s f arm--"a wide open space 

the east, about 200 yards away, Hatcher ~~ made 

-r la sharp meander. Here the timber had been felled, so as to make any 

movement up the bank of the streaw_ impracticable. 

_I Crawford noV{ l ost valua ble time as he mis took the branch Hhich dj_s-

:"'1 charges into Hatcher 

c .::Der2·l had ori~nt?:ted 

Run at this point for the main strea m. After the 

himself, he sent Hofmann I s bri.gade fonlard by the 

1 f12nk, while Bragg's battle line crossed CroH's field . Hofmann's sol-

I, c'iers, 
covered by a line of skirmishers , moved so rapidly the. t ".Ii thout 

" .. ,' 

" , 

i " 
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II re2-lizing it, they passed Bragg's battle ::":":',i. ::~:~"" on diS::7,~::,g 

, , that Bragg 's -troops .,ere no longer to his ::-::':, ,,::::: :'-cC scout,-. -' i:,.,-

in a fe!,.r minutes , they returned a.!!.d re;c:-:~: :~~: -: e:;::_-~.se of th~ -.::-.:.:-

like-conditions, they had been uneble to :''':.~:5· :::::';;';;'5 people. 

Hofmann halted his colurr,n. Befor: :r~'- '-'-'-f ~, 5 s:'7ance, he 

:1 his brigade into line of battle, cove-::·_~.~ . -

1
- mishers. 

[I 
I 

A 200-yerd adve.nce brought tr.a 

line" of Confederate sharpshooter.s. s"ray at E::>".=----:15 

_ :ittle sc~_: .. ~, ;.nd r I blueco2-ts • 

\ . m2-ny stragglers began running to the r€2.r; -:':.:- :,,,,- ::,"'5ts see",":: : .'0 ::-"",e , 11 from the enemy. 

II 
I 23 

firing all t he,;hile. The firing frol:! t:.-:: ::::.~ -.~~ -i~::r. feeblf. ~ 

engagement which ensued >TaS short but cec~~.~; 

. driven across Hatcher Run. II Another group of Confederates at tr.t ~;C::5 ::= ;-~.:. assaile,: ::::c~;.;;'s 
II - Ski~sh lj,ne, as it entered the >Toods n·~:r:,.: c:-f.' :::-:",'5 :arm. Tr,;e :.:::5-

!'I,'I' cO2-ted skirmishers held their ground, c.:,c, ~.:'.:'::::':":: =;0 the 15Co:c: :0-".-

, sylvania, they drove back the butternuts, CE . .=.:;::-'-: C:'5 of BrigE.~::: 
.... : 

II' General John R. Cooke';' North Carolinio.::s. c. 

, The shooting ser"{ed as a guide, <::.:: 5:-",:':''':: :::::-a.;;;: SOld Hof",~-- :.: 
, 

11 re.:establish contect. 

I ; I Bl'c.gg ! s brigade as 500 yards to the l€:"-; ...::.:' :--s..-_ 

I :,1 . ' be executed, it W2,S countermand"d . SL'e; ;: ~_:C. __ ~'-,: -_,~_:'_-. :,: 
<'-r.c. the brigade moved beck and (ell ir: 

25 

\ I Gen",rel Cre,rford, on mating a I' ec::c::<. ; ''-: ·':~'- :0--" that B:-~"z', 

ski:::r:d.sh e:c 's had advanced 150 ya!'Gs bs:::-:.':: -_:: ~:~':':. : ·~:~. ::S G:r1.ffi.:--.":O :'~' ':--: 

I 
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anchored on the north bar~ of Hatcher Run . This was the r eason for Hof-

ma~~ ' s r ecall. After Hofmann's bluecoats had ta~en position on Br agg ' s 

left~ C:ra',.;ford udete.chs-d a regiment to eX8.mine the right bar~k of the 

. creek near my pres ent position; and to feel the enemy 's , ,vrks ." The 

regiment took position and blazed m·ray, enfil ading one of Heth' s units 

posted in the rifle- pits north of the run . This fire disconcerted the 

, greyclads , but b eing veterans they did not pa'lic easily. After r ede-

:. ploying to meet this threat to their flank eJ1d r ear, the Confederates 
26 

returned the Federals ' fire. 

General viarren a t this moment r ode up to Crawford's command post • 

.. A hasty inspection dClr,onstrated to the corps commander that Cra;rford' s 

. troops ' Iere just . 'dhere . he ,rant ed them-~"on t he . right . flank . of .the encll>.y ' s · 

•. position f ronting Griffin." He could see that the steep banks and s lashed 

ti.1J'ber at this point 'lOuld make it diffi cult for Cra"ford' s t roops t o 

force a cr ossing of Hatcher Run. Moreover, as Crawford explained t o 

the Il'.arch through the "jungle" had caused .mole regiments to 

~ .. l oose their .Iay. Warren t o l d Crawford to hold his ground and press the 

foe with his skirmishers , ' Ihile he ro de to discu ss the situation with 

Heade, 'Iho was r eportedly at Hancock's headquarters. 

27 
off, Crawford checked the time : it 'las 4 p.m. 

As Warren galloped 

I . be , 

M.aj or Roebling in the meantime had been riding along Bragg 's skirmish 

and he found its right · was on the creek,directly in ·front of the 

'1 Rebel rifle-pits on the left bank . The breasthorks near Hatcher Run had 

been evacuated. At this moment, a 20-man Confederate squad appeared a top 

I a knoll north of the run mld f ired at the Il'E. jor ' s party, killing an ordeHy . 

I 
f 

I.s he r eti red dO;,11stream, Roeblir!g sal-[ that Griffin ' s skirmish line con-

l1ect(;Q Hith Bragg's battle line , A doz en of Griffin ' s trcen "'ere on Crc:li.ford 's 

I 42 



I • • II side of the stream, having crossed on a log. There was no officer .dth 

them~ Roebling told them to find their officer and tell him that the 

I Rebels had pulled out of their brea st"o r ks , and "to go up a.nd occupy 

II them." Next, Ro ebling contacted Cra,dord and inquired, le/·/hy have you 

I] 
i 
II 

I ~ 
I , 

III 
I 

!II 

I-! 'I 

i, lI 
i 

II 
11 
1 

hal ted when victory is in your grasp? II 

111 have pos~tive orders from Warren not to advance another step,H 

.IaS the reply. 

Captain Dennis Dailey of j-Tarren' s staff now rode up and begged to 

be all0>1ed to ford t he strea"!, . ,hieh was Haist-d.eep, with 50 volunteers 

and mop~up the line of rifle-pits. 

"Permission refused," Cra'Nford snapped. 

. . 1-/hereupon, Roebling thundered off up a cart r oad to see if he Gould 
. 28 

find Warren and explain to him the situation. 

General Robert E. Lee at this time was at Chaffin Bluff, north of 

the James, Lieutenant General Ambrose P. Hill having been left to look 

after the units charged with holding the Petersburg lines. On October 

25-26 there were signs of stepped-up Union activities on the north side 

of the James, and on the morning of the 27th elements from !-!ajor C-eneral 

Benjamin F. Butler's Am;! of the James attacked vigorously along the en­

tire iront from the N,,,", i'Iarkct to the Charles City roads. 29 Slliulta.ne-

O\:sly, Lee received reports t hat the bluecoats had crossed Hatcher Run 

and 'tlere driving for the Boydton Plank Road. Colonel Walter H. Taylor 
30 

of Lee' 5 staff r emarked , "It looks like a sure enough advance," "nile 

J I Colonel Cha.rles lI..arsha.ll> in rr.ot'D formal phra.se, notified Secrete.!J"- <?f 
, 
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\'far James A. Seddon, "There ••• appears to be a simultaneous movement on 

31 
both flanks.-" The government vTaS profoundl y alarmed and called the 

last available reserves ., the nIltnition \'rorkers and the cadets" to its 
32 

defense . , 

COUL~ter-operations on the South Side had to be left to t he judgment 

of Gen erals Hill and Hampton. North of the James, Lee left the disposi-

tions to Lieutenant General J ames Longstreet, ~no had returned to duty 

eight days before. Never did Lee have better reason to trus t the mili-

tary judgment of Longstreet. The front opposite Fort Burnham had been 

carefully planted with subterra shells or "land mines," after itscap-

'. ture by the Federals. on Septeuber 29, so Longstreet had nothing to f ear 

~ 
•.. : .<. alongthat sector, which the Chaffin Bl uff garrison manned . He massed 

• . two divisions (Hoke ' s .and Field's) on the front of attack, and soon be­

came convinced that the bluecoats might be preparing to turn the upper 

! 

I 
I 
i 

I ! , . 

I , 

11 

tl : 
i , 
i 

end of the outer line, vmi eh Ylas undefended. Boldly shifting his in-

fantry as f ar north>rard as the viilliamsburg road, Longstreet sent Bri-

gadier General I<lartirl W. Gary ' s cavalry to occupy the fortifications 

on the Nine-Hile road. In the course of a few hours,he completely re-

pulsed the foe, capturing 600 prisoners and 11 bat tlefla gs. No drive 

north of the 

broken up so 

James , during the entire investment of 

33 
readily. 

P~chmond, had been 

On the South Side, the Federals' numbers ,were l a r ge and their ad­

Yance r apid .- - Tf he' determined to march t o"meet the Federals, General 

Hill ",ould be compelled to leaye thousands of soldiers to hoJ.d the 

extensive Petersburg earth'dorks . Hill liked to fight , hmfever , so it 

"as not .difficult for a TIWIl of his temperament t o make his decision. 



L 

I • • 1Iteral Henry Heth would be placed in charge of a strong column. ~Jith 

this force, 

, ond .' and 

Heth .VJaS to cross Hatcher Run, advance into the ,rilderness 

s ee if he could interpose bet~'leen the II and V Corps. If 

rl'could, Heth was to assail Hancock's right, \;hile Hampton's dismounted 

~oopers strock the II Corps' left and rear. Dearing's dismounted troopers 

I,e to hold the rifle-pH·s to Hancock's . front , covering the bridge at 

Burgess' Hill, while Heth \;as feeling his way into position. 34 

I vfuen ·Heth took the fi eld, General Bushrod Johnson.rith his divi-

I
· on (reinforced by Brig2.d!.er General 

, lliam Gibson's brigades of V~hone's 

Jos eph Fine£::.!1 ' S 2nd Colonel 

division, and Archer's 3d Battalion, 

Irginia Reserves) vias to occupy the fortifications from the Appomattox 

35 
to Battery No. 45. Three brigades of General Cadmus vJilcox's Light 

IVision held the works from a point opposite Fort "felch to Battery No. 
'. ' 

j. v[ilcox's other brigade (Brigadie r General Ech"ard L. Thomas i ) vias 

Irth of the Apporr.attox and had been stationed there since July 1,. It 

Is on the night of October 2 that Wilcox's butternuts had taken posi­

tion in this area, and the next morning they had co~~enced erectLng 

leastworks . . This was the b eginning of the line of fortifications ex-

"nding from Battery No •. 1,5 to Hatcher Run. Heth's division threw up 

ld occupied the rifle-pits on "Iilcox' s right . From right to left 

~lCOX'S brigades were posted: 

James H. Lane's, and P~fred M; 

Brigadier Generals Samuel NcGowan' s, 

36 
Scales' • 

I General Heth's division was respons ible for the defense of the ne'Nl y 

IIrected rifle-pits from Hatcher Run on the right to WHcox's left. Gen­

ltd Cooke's North Carolina Brigade "'as on the right, Colonel Robert H. 

l a.y.o's Consolidated Brigade on the right center, Brigadier General Joseph R. 

Davi.s I i.fississip!)i Bri ga.de on the left center, 'Hhile Br;igadier General ~!illi2.m 

I 

, . '. 

.... , 

I 
I 
I 
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Y:acHae's North Carolina Brigade anchored the left.. HacHae' s conur,and post 

waS at Hart's house . 

Gene!'al Hill's r eady reserve consisted of three of General I-iahone f s 

brigades--Brigadier General Nathaniel Harris', and Colonels David A . .. 

v:eisiger's and J. Horace KL'1g's--'"hich .,ere camped beto."een t he Weldon 

P2.l.1road and Battery No . 45. There ,las an air of expectancy on October 

2h, as Sergeant Jolm F. Sale of the 12th Virginia, rfeisiger' s brigade, 

;~ote in his diary: 

Nothing of interest has transpired for so me time. 
Considerable artillery firing & picket firing has been 
going on for so me time, but no movements of any importance 
has taken place. Large numbers of conscripts are daily 
being sent forward to recruit our army, and ;lith but a 
fev' days drilling and the example_of the old s oldiers 
they will be as good as. ' any L ,-e/anQ. our army 1.1.11 be 
as large as before the campaign. · .. /here on earth the ne'" 
men come from I cannot see, but they do come from some­
where is a visible certainty. Our regiment along having 
received about 100. 

Deserters are ·coming out of the enemy's lines to 
join us, some 35 or 40 persons having come to my knOl'lledge. 37 

As soon as the outposts raised the alarm on the 27th, Generals Heth' s 

and Wilcox's brigade cOP.'lll.anders 'saw tb.at· t he "long roll" >la s beat'e'u; The 

... '1 troops were turned out on the double and the lines manned. By 9 o'clock 

<:1 the pickets had been driven in, and the bluecoats of the V and IX Corps 

:', had appeared before the felled timber fronting the works held by Cooke's, 

:1 Hayo' s, and Davis' 

\-:" 
General Hill, 

brigades. 

upon being alerted that the Yankees ,iere attempting 

"I to turn his right, called for General Mahone to bring up the ready re-

I Serve. 

pied by 

E;-ven before the order to fallout ;las heard in the camps occu-

Harr i s ', Weisiger ' s, and King's troops, the sound of ryeavy fir-

to the southwest told the soldiers that the much dreaded thrust l ing off 

t o"ia rd th e Anr..y o f Northern- Virgi!!i2. 1 s right ltr2.S under way . 

II 
I 
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At 9 o'clock Hahone told his . brigade commanders to form their units. 

riithin a short time, the troops had been turned out under arms and in 

light ll'zrching order. "men ~fahone passed the order to move out, \'Iei-

siger's Virginia Brigade took the lead • . There ~Ias a 30 minute··halt at 

Battery No. 45, while Hahone checked with General Hill. Ll1structions 

having been received to report to General Heth, }{ahone tur'ned his three 

brigades into the Boydton Flank Road. At Gill's plantation, the coluwn 

ab~l1doned the plank road in favor of the military road to stony Creek. 

Here General ¥.ahone ,las met by a guide sent py General Heth. 

The gMide, who was familiar with the area, led the '~y as Weisiger's 

I Virginians, Harris' Ki.ssissippians, and King's Alabamans tramped along 

seldom frequented byroads. Off to the east andsouth¥fest, the soldiers 

I 
I 

II ' 
r 

could hear the .rattle of musketry and the r oar of cannon. The head of 

the column soon reached the dam ~mich Confederate pioneers had built 

across Hatcher lliL" to back up water t oward the bridge at Burgess' . ¥ull. 

Not too long before Mahone's vanguard arrived at the dam, General 

Heth had learned that CraHford's division, .having crossed Hatcher Run 

at Armstrong's }llll, Has pressing up the south bank of that stream in 

a drive to establish contact with Hancock's corps at Burgess'}!ill. To 

gain time, Heth called on General Cooke for 75 picked marksmen. Cross-

ll .:· ing the run on the double, the North Carolina sharpshooters moved off 
,. . , . 
• -II 
11 

into the dense pines. Taking advanta ge of the terrain and ground cover j 

the North Carolinians st.alled Cl'c.\-Iford ' s division in the jungle north 

of Cro\OJ' 5 clearing. 

Satisfied that the V and IX Corps did not intend to make a serious 

aSS2,ult on the Rebel ~,orks northe2.st of Ketcher Run, Beth called in his 

l~ft fla.!.~: brige.de J 1-:2.cHze IS. 1'0 t ake tf:t~ North C2.r olini2.:15 I place behi ... "1d 
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I • • 
Ithe breastworks, McGowan's brigade extended to the right. }facRae' s butter­

nuts reported. to Heth at t he dam. 

I Generals Heth and Hahone nO\'1 listened intently as several of Cooke I s 

Iscouts, who had just recrossed the run, reported that there was a consider­

able gap between Hancock's right arld Crawford's people. Heth determined 

Ito capitalize on this Union blunder. Before putting his infantry in mo­

tion, Heth contacted General Hampton. Between them, the blo generals 

!Ioerfected their plans •. As soon as the footsoldiers had crossed Hatcher 

.ReiD, Heth .laS to notify Hampton. \'Inen the roar of battle indicating 

~r~t Heth had attacked reached his corr~nd post, Hampton would send 

Itutler's dismounted cavalryw£n sweeping down wnite Oak road against 

Hancock's left. 

I Heth now crossed the dam with t.lO of Vahone's brigades (Vieisiger's 

.. nd Harris') and }facRae' s North Carolinians, and followed "an old blind 

~[ood-roadll through the wilderness to\'lard the Boydton Plank Road. Because 

Itf the dense woods, Heth had left his artil~ery north of Hatcher Run. 

Slipping his column through the gap separating Hancock's right and Crav[­

Ilord's front, Heth soon learned from his scouts that he had gained an 

Ifxcellent position 

~'ear. 

from Vihich to launch an attack on Hancock's right and 

I A halt .laS called to allo·,1 the brigade commanders to form their units 

into line of battle. l'Ieisiger's Virginia Brigade was posted on the left, 

1:;"CRs.e's North Carolina Brigade on the right, and Harris' Hississippians 

I~ support. The 12tJ;! Virginia W<J.S on the extreme left, so Colonel Wei­

olger called for the company to which Sergeant Sale ,ias assigned to deploy 

Is flardcers . \'ihile his butternuts were filing into position, General 

:'.'i.:.::~i:ae reconnoitered to his front J aYld observed tha t the Federals he.d 

I 
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'1. blundered in positioning their artillery too near the ,mods, As soon as 

skirmishers ·had been advanced, Heth passed the >lOrd for the assault to 

II begin. 4,500 combat-harden veterans forged through the woods toward the 

. I 38 . II' fields occupied by Hancock's right flank unit, Pierce's brigade. 

I ' Lete in the afternoon, after it had started to rain, Heth called for 

.f'l 39 . r'einforcements, and King! s Alabama Brigade crossed Hatcher -Run . 
I .•.. 

/1 
II For a better understanding of the tactical situation in which the 

Federals found thel1'.Selves at t he time that the Confederates were deploy-

ing for a counterstroke,we must recall that in obedience ,dth latest 

I 
orders from army headquarters, Parke, having entered a fortified zone, 

~laS to confront the 1'oe in his works, "until the operations on ·the left 

I (should) dra,r off the Confederates." In ,ffiich case he was , presumably, 

to attack without regard to the strength of the Rebels 1 position. 

Meade's' alternate plan was now ready for execution, though it '<as 

not a course of action' upon ' Ihich he was "disposed to insist." As we 

shall see, Meade, ,Qth Grant's concurrence, gave the order to cancel 

it, although no disaster or check, except from .the nature of the geo-

i graphy of eastern Dinwiddie County, had been experienced. 

II , . 
What ,ras this "plan?" It was to employ Parke's IX Corps to keep 

;1 
! 

the Rebels pinned in their defenses east of Hatcher Run and throw ';Jarren' s 

V Corps across that stream. ''!arren' s people 'IOuld then be left to hold 

:.'1 \ 
i 

the Boydton Plank Road, ;;hile Ha,ncock struck for the South Side Railroad 

by way of White Oak road . 

II It is apparent that the revised master plan ,las much l ess sHeeping 

I 
J 

I I 
,} 

i n it,s scope.. Vfith less rr2npO'lier' being comrr.itted , there W2.S l ess che.nce 
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of success. First, because the "active force" had been reduced from three 

corps to two.. Second, considerable time had been squandered in "defining" 

the Confedera.tes 1 position and i.n reaching the conclusion that an atta.ck 

on the Rebel fortifications by Parke .. muld b<: unprofit2.ble. Hours, every 

minute of which was precious ,had elapsed, during which a vigilant end re-

souTceful foe ltJas ma..1{ing preparations to counter the impenclj~ng blow .. 

Reduced in 5i ze and possible importance, as was Neade' s modHied 

plan, it was soon emasculated by farther action by the Union brass. 

I Instead of pushing V!2.rren as fa.r as possible across Hatcher Run .. lith 

his entire corps; thus thrm"Lng upon Parke the responsibility of holding 

I the Confedera.tes in their breastl,';orks northeast of the stream, Heade had 

informed Hancock that only one division of the V Corps, Cra;rforo's, was 

'I to ford Hatcher Run. 

What Heade hoped to gain by these new dispositions .ras that Crawford, 

I by advancing rapidly up the south bal'Ll.:: of the run, would compel the Con~ 

,I 
II 
rl 

federates defending the rifle-pits in front of the V and IX Corps to aban-

don their positions. Hith the Rebels gone, ,,[arren and Parke could then 

cross Hatcher Run, and, in conjunction with Hancock, slash deeply into 

the rear of the PetersbUrg defenses complex. Whether it was Meade's in-

tention, in event of success, to push on out ~Jhite Oak road, or to "iheel 

! II his columns to the right a~d roll up the Confederate line, we do not know. 

There'::was ahrays aIlother possibility--that General Hill, feeling the 

I heavy hand of the fo e upon the Boydton Plank Road, would seize the initia-

tive and a.dvance to strike the int.ruding force a fearful blOl'i •. This 

I ,ossibilit.y, .mich was made a strong prob2.bility bv the often and bitterly 

I experienced a udEccity of the Confederat.es, mE.de it. imparative t.hat Cra,,.nord 

I 
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~8ste no time in establishing contact with Hancock. Delay on Crawford's 

ocrt could result LD losing a chance for victory, or hurse, it could 

I' 40 
invite defeat and disaster. 

1 Promptly on being notified by Meade of the changed plan, Hancock 

moved to open cOIlilllunica.tions "i. th Cra,iford. Unknown to the Federal 

teaders, the Confederates I'rere already moving to capitalize on their 

errors. 

1 
1 
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TES BATTLE OF THE BOYDTON PLANK ROAD, OCTOBER 27-28, 1864 
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General. Heth Prepares to Strike 
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have pUShed N?,rren ' s entire corps across Hatcher Run, thro .. ring on 

Parke the responsibil ity for keeping the Rebel s pinned in t heir 

ear thworks northeast of Armstrong ' s Hi ll . .iith the entire V Cor ps 

across Hatcher Run, War ren could have as sumed r esponsi bility of 

holding the a r ea embraced within, the angle of the stream, including 

the bridge at Burgess' Hill. Hancock would h!!ve thus been free to 

strike for the South Side Rtilroad .,ith his hlo infantry divisions, 

reLDforced by Gregg ' s cavalry . 
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I • • I THE BATTLE OF THE BOYDTON PLAi\1J\ ROAD, OCTOBER 27-28, 1864 

Chapter IV 

I The II Corps Gamely Holds on in the Face of Heth's Onslaught 

I General Hancock, i mmediately after General Gregg and his horsesoldiers 

t reported, ordered General Egan's II Corps division to drive the Rebels 

posted on the high ground at Bur ges s ' Hill across Hatcher Run. tlhile 

Jig's and )fillett·' s battle l ines, covered by· a strong force of skirmishers, 

I
" ed fOD!ard, Lieutenant Beck's ce.nnoneers of Batteries C and I, 5th U • 

• Light Artillery engaged the Rebel batter-j emplaced at Burgess' Tavern. 

1ireral Smyth's brigade emerged from the pines flanking the road to Dab­

ney's Hill at this time. 

I Hancock hailed Egan and told him to deplpy Smyth's troops to cover 

I division's l eft and rear . 

t: line on the left of the Dabney's Mill road,and advanced a line of 

To do this, Smyth formed his men into bat-

fnnishers. As soon as Bott's lead brigade tramped into view, ·Egan re­

called Smyth's bluecoats. Ega.n directed Smyth to redeploy his soldiers 

cithe right of Rugg's brigade and in support of Willett's. As Smyth's 

I 
were falling an on 

r w aSsignme~t·, Nott' s 

their colors, · preparatory to carrying out their 

1 st Brigade (De Trobriand's) came up and assumed 

Iltponsibility for guarding the · II Corps' left and rear. Crossing a 

plantation road east of the Boydton Plar~ Road, Smyth promptly formed his 

" in an tlopen field on the right of and on the prolongation of Colonel r's line." 

General Egan, as soon as he sa>! Smyth's column marChing up the plank 

td, ordered l'iillett (whose brigade had he retofore been posted on Rugg's 

left) ~lto ad vance a.nd carrJ the enemy's position on 'the hill crest near 

I 
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• • ~ l . Ithe Burgess house. I! Capt8.in Embler and ·.:the skirmishers of the 19th and 
j 
:; 20th ~~ss8.chusetts, r einforc ed by t~e69th Perillsylv8.ni8., charged on the 
.~ 

I dou'ol e, folloHed clos ely by Willett' s bfig~de . As he "ould be 8.dvancing 

across open ground, Hillett, to redc.ce c8.su8.1ties, h8.d deployed his bri­

· I gade as skirmishers. With C8.ptiin b'nbler riding in adva.nce, · the blue-

:llco,£',;ts stormed ahead. Ge nera.l Dearing 1 s dismounted troopers were driven 
., lr through a belt of timber and across a "sv:impy ' ravine." Valuable time was 

I , t ost as Embler's and '!Iillet t' s skircish lines "lorked their W8.y dOlffi and 

i ' H I UP thAesotthheeyr s ide of t he underbrush-<;hoked- hollow. 

! scrambled up the north slope, Embler and Willett called a 

I! lalt to re-form their lines. Dearing's pickets by this thle had joined 
1 . 

j
I~ t r..eir comrades on the high ground at Burgess' barn, east of the plank road. 

; ; leSwning their adve.nce , the Yanks dislodged Dearing 's butternuts and 
I . 

I. .r,ashed the r oadblock. The Confederates. hftd barricaded the Boydton Plank 

. oad at a toll-gate, but as General Egan "1I'ot~ in his "After Action RejX>rt," 

2 
paid. liS men failed to observe Virginia highway regulations and no toll was 

Embler and his skirmishers sought t o cut off .the J:(ebels as they . 

Iretreated to the right and across L-aJ Hide sheet of Hater, <{here their 

'; horses a .. mited them." North of the pond, the cannoneers of the Peters­

fl urg Virgini a Artillery had unlimberp.d a gun, l1hich opened on the blue-

l°a.ts. 

Colonel ~Iillet t, after his f ootsoldiers had mopped-up the area, re-

l .ePloyed his brigade i nto line o f battle .on the commanding ground from 

,;hich they had driven Dearing's dismounted troopers. 

l ept for t he left~;ing l1hich was refused at nearly a 

The brigade, ex-

right angle, held 

)]1j.lit2.ry crest of the ridge overlooking Hatcher RU1·1. To strengthen 

I 
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their position, the men turned to throwing up breasblOrks. 

As soon as GBneral Egan sa., I'Tillett' s battleflags reach Burgess' 

barns, he ordered Colonel Rugg' s b2.ttle line forward. Rugg' s brigade 

moved up the plank road and formed on 11illett's left. Rugg, after 

examining the terrain, anchored his left on a ravine . The 1st }1inne-· 

sota Battalion and the 7th Hichigan HerB throl,\71 out as skirrf!..1.shers 

and given the task of protecting the brigade's left. The 19th and 

20th Hassachusetts no;.r reported back to Rugg and ;.rere assigned posi.-

tions behind the barricades being ere~ted by sol<Lters of the 1st Bri-
4 

gade . 

General Smyth's 3d Brigade _laS no,", advanc.ed and formed in an open 

fieldon ~lillett's right. As they hiked up the plank road, Smyth's column 

HaS shelled by the Petersburg Artillery posted north of Hatcher Run. To 

protect his right, Smyth saw that 

sey were positioned in echelon on 

the 10th Ne", York and the 12th Ne" J er-

5 
tha t flap.k. 

Having advanced his division 800 yards, Egan called upon Lieutenant 

Beck to post t'tlO of his Napoleons on the ridge from . "hieh vfillett ' s bri': 

gade had. dislodged the Rebels. The right section, 2d Lieutenan~ Richard 
., 

~letcalf commanding, VIas advanced and unlimbered its guns. in a cornfield 

on the right of the plank road. Beck's left section "as to be emplaced 

on the crest near Burgess' hous e . As the cannoneers of the left section 

drove their teams up the plaQ~roadJ they came under awell-aimed fire 

from rifled guns of the \1ashington South Carolina Artillery, posted some 

distance up w'hite Oak road . Beck had his regula rs in action pr8.ctically 

as soon 2.S the trails struck the grou11d. While the left section fought 

the South Carolini2.ns' guns, l.fetcalf' s h2.inmered al'ray at Butler's dis-

rrtOt!.rrt.~d trooper s as they filed iJlto position in the 'IlOods, one-hzlf Ildle 
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I 10 the west. 
I 
? 

lurg 
j,ithin a short time, a second rifled Confederate battery (the Peters-

Artillery) had added the "might of' its metal to the duel. r cre., having thrown their pieces into 

of 800 yards, they enfiladed Beck's left 

battery near the dam. At a range 

section. Beck, after telljng the 

l ecti on leader to concentrate on the rifles to hj_s left, rode to the rear 

and brought up at a gallop his c enter section. The artillerists threl''­

lhese Napoleons into battery at right angles to the left section, and 

' lflazed away at the Rebel rifles at the dam. Ellett's Virginia BatterJ 

no,l reached the field and put two 3-inch rifles into action at a point 

last of the dam. Beck sent HOrd for Netcalf to take care of this threat. 

'l'heConfederate gUlmers did their best to drive the r egulars from 

commanding · ground a t Burgess'. But for the "bad practice of their 

r ers,,, Beck reported, he feared "there Yfould have been but little left 

I,' of my ba ttery." As it Vias, most of the Confederates' projectiles either 

',' tssed overhead or fell short. ,6 

At 1 :10 p.m., October 27, General Hancock, while the field pieces 

,Ieliowed, dispatched Najor Henry H.Bingham of his staff to ascertain 

ifhe whereabouts of General Cravrford's V Corps troops. Accompanied by 

~en cavalrymen, the oojor took a road leading to the southeast. Binf,ham, 

Ifter a rille ride, encountered General Cravrford 'at Crow's house. He in-

fo rmed the V Corps general that at the moment his people Vlere within ' three­

luarters of a mile of Hancock I s right. On Cra"ford' s map, Bingham pointed 

!fut the Burgess house, "designating it as a point held by the line of the 

~econd Corps and part of its front." At the time that he had ridden off 

tn his lflission, the major continued, the Confederates still held the 

b:oidge carrying the Boydton Plank Road across Hatcher Ru."1) ~l1.t Hancock 
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I • • I'd his officers had been discussing the "propriety of its capture." 

Cra,rford, in turn, Lndicated upon the map a point which he expected 

r€ach~ vlhereupon" he planned t o thro1'; '!around his left fI and' connect 

,'-ith the right of the Second Corps." 7 

v.'hile Bingham was absent, Generals Gra'1t and l1eade and their entour-

t e had visited the II Corps ' 'fron,f-. As soon a V' B" • d 
. ... • . j. S da.Jor lngn.?ffi. revurne 

and repor~ecr ""Crawford I s 

~ncock's com~and post. 

position, Generals Grant and 14eade took leave of 

On doing so, they gave Hancock verbal orders to 

(

' Id his 

e road 

position until the follO'.·ring morn.i.ng, >lhen he ,ras to retire by 

over which he had advanced. 
8 

I It seems to this obs erver that the responsibility o f making the 

connection rested on Crawford . Hancock, engaged ..nth the foe at Burgess' 

~ll and holding a key position, could hardly be expected to shift to the 

jfght to contact Crawford. Crawford was'to advance from the southeast 

Ihd place his division on Hancock's right. To facilitate a link-up 

Ittween their commands, Hancock had ordered Smyth's brigade into posi­

tion on, Willett's right, and called for skirmishers to be pushed far­

~er toward the southeast. 9 

, 
Hhile these dispositions were being effected, the dismounted Rebel 

avalry pressured Hancock's left and front. Dearing's troopers under-

look a determined sortie. Recros s ing Hatcher Run, they drove in Hillett' s 

skirmishers and surged up the slope toward Burgess', where the center and 

left sections of Batteries C and I wer e emplaced. Beck wa.i ted anxiously 

ilntil the greyclads had 

"'is cannone ers to shift 

closed to within 200 yards, before he shouted for 

targets. Pointing their four Napoleons at ,the 

1',!'UShing JohnIlies, the regulars blasted "them ,lith c2l1ister, and ,lith 

zuch good effect that they ha lted" and tool-; cover. , For fear that Dear-

I 
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tl , 
i , • • l II ing might renew the attack as soon as he had regrouped, Beck shifted his 

I - left section,.bring~ni',.iLup>oI) line with the center section. 10 

)1 General Hancock noVi sent ;,Drd for Egan to thro,; fonJard his right 
, I wing-Smyth' s brigade. At a Hord from Smyth, skirmishers of the 1 st 

! I Delaw-are and _ the l00th NeVI York advanced across the field east of the -

!. Iplank rOc_d. Close behind cC.me Smyth's battle l ine. Dearing's dismounted 

f 

,

- horsesoldiers were-dislodged from the toe hold- they had secured iiI front 

-IOf Beck's Napoleons. Continu ing their push, the bluecoats compelled the 
I 
• _ Southerners to abandon their rifle-pits south of the run. Some of Smyth's 

I soldiers followed the retreating butternuts across Hatcher Run, penetrated 

_1 _lthe swamp beyond, and started to ascend the -ridge. On their left,the 

164th Ne;.[ York of ~Iillett's brigade had moved out. Near the bridge, the 

-I Ne.[ Yorkers captured a 12-pounder gun, l:iJnber, and caisson abandoned by 

, 

the Petersburg Artillery. , While the Yanks 

I caisson, they Vlere unable to locate enough 

were able to bring off the 

rope to be used in dragging 

11 
I off gun and l:iJnber, which were left behind when they were recalled. 

As_ soon as General.Egan saw that Smyth's bluecoats had driven the 

I Confederates across the run, he sent i~ ; aide to- recall the men who had 

' forded the stream and another to order Colonel Willett to report to Smyth. 

I In its ad~ance, Smyth's battle line had inclined to the ieft and "'as no.[ 

1:1 between i'Iillett's ,and Hatch~r Run. ~Ihen Willett repor ted to him, Smyth 

1 placed the 170th and 182d Ne.[ York in the ca ptured rifle-pits .[est of 

11 the plank road, .rhile the 164th New York ailc, 8th Ne;., York Heavy Artil-
I 
I 1 t Tf ' dB' , 12 

1 
__ -ery w,ere posted on the right of he .lr ngaae. 

Egan, having been notifi ed that Cra,;ford' s division was some'"here 

\ -I off to his right, told Smyth to see if he cOldd establish contact '1iith 

- the V Co rps. "fl8reupon, Sm:rth called for the 10th New York. Lieut enant 

I 
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• • George F. Hopper Vias told to take his regiment and go i nto posi-

I,

} ' Icolonel 

I tion on the right of the 8th New York Heavy Artillery. J>~though he de­

l I ployed hi s infantrymen at 1 0-pe~e intervels, Hopper ,,-e 5 unabl e to esteo-

I

lish 

s o a 

contact ,,-ith Cravlf ord . Shots could be heard off to the southeast, 

six-man patrol >iCIS order ed out 
13 

engag€)d in the t direction. II 

by Hopper lito ascertain "Ihat troops 

I The enfilading fHe of the rifled guns of t he Yiashington South Cero-

Ilina Artillery emplaced out on vihite Oak r ead, so annoyed Hancock that he , . 

II called 'for General Gregg to capt ur e or d r i ve t hem away . Gregg delegeted 

I. t, C,l'"l K,'""', to, "ok 'f "'li'~ >ith th, batt,,,,. Thr" "gim<mt, 

I (the 8th, 13th end 16th Pennsylvania Cavelry) moved out. Before proceed-

I 

ing very far, Gregg t ol d the men t o he l"\-, while he and his escort r e­

I connoitered the Reb"els' position. Gregg mistook Butler's dismounted 

'I cavalry for infantry. Seeing tha t the Confederates wer e 'posted behind 

hurriedly erected barricades , Gregg ·-decided tha t it would be foolish t o 

. • attack; he t old Kend.n to hold his gr ound . 'I . ' 14 

'. 

1 
Ha ncock at 3 p . m. determin ed to launch a frontal assault across Hatcher 

Run and establish a bridgehead . Egan, "Ihose division held the high gr ound 

at Burgess' Tavern, vlOuld be in charge of the attacking force. First, I 
hm;ever, Egan vlould be reinfo rced. Colonel Robert HcAllister' s brigade 

II 
i 

of Nott's division was ordered to Egan's suppor t. 

11 i 
i 

)1 , 
1 

11 

HcAllister's brigade hiked up the plapj.: roa d, turning to t he right 

al.ong the crest of the ridge overlooking the dam. Here McAllister reported 

t o Egan. In obedience with ins tructions from Egan, HcAllister formed his 

bricade in double line of battle in reel' of the 10th New York . 15 
. 0 

By this time , Lieutenant Beck had been \-iCIrp_ed by the chiefs o f his 

left and center Sections tha t they we r e ru.nning s hort of al!'JUunition . If 

"; , 
! 

- -----------------'----



1 • • 
tgan's at tacking infantr y were to be assured of proper artillery support, 

a fresh battery should be called up. Chief of Artillery John C. Hazard 

ICd arrived on the field ,·lith the 10th Eattery., }iassc.chusetts Light Artil-

ifery and Battery K, 4th U. S. Light Art illery: 

~he junction of the Dabney Hill and platLl{ roads. 

These guns "ere par ked nea r 

Seeing that Beck needed 

t ssistance , Hazard told Lieut ene..nt Henry H. Granger of the }1assachusetts 
; 
j' . I battery to take his six 10-pounder Parrotts and plac e them in position 

I

f, IlongSide Beck 's Napoleo ns . 

II The battery histori2,n r ecalled : 

''l\Jas but a moment, hO'iever, for we are wanted at the 

1 
1 

front , and leaVing caiss ons behind, out upon the Plank Road 
dash t he pieces at a lively trot. We have a half-mile run 
before us ere getting into position, and no sooner are Vlf! 

fairly 0n the road than "fe become the object of ' Jarm atten­
tion from the enemy's guns, whose shells crash through the 
trees and fence by the roadsi de as >Ie go. But on VIe pres9 , 
galloping up the rise in t he r oad just south of vihere it 
meets the White Oak road , and wheel t o the right into a 
field, up~:illtbering near a barn. Vie are opposite the en­
trance of t he Iv'hite Oak r oad ..•• On the COrner of it and 
the Plank Road stands. ".an unpretentious wood-colored 
hostelry, kno.m as Burgess'Tavern or house. vIe at once 
join battle ,lith the enemy ' s batteries posted across the 
Run near Burgess' Hill. 

,I As they unlimbered their Parrotts, the }1assachusetts cannoneers ob-

< I served tha t the fire of 'the Confederate guns, which had caught Beck's 

I reg,-.u?rsin a crossfi re, had slowed. Egan nov; ordered Beck t o the rear 

,I Ilrlth his center and left sections . "/hen his men pa rked their four Napo­

'1 leons next t o Battery K, Beck r eported to Hazard that "he ha d expended 

" I~'ll of his ammunition except canister ." 16 j , 
l II The Confederates at this t ime brought up a fresh battery, Gregg 's 

S~,-,th Cal'olil'.a Battery. Gregg ' 5 cannone ers quickly thre;, thetr four 

1I 1;"[.oleons i nto battery and duel.ed "lith the 10th Hassachusetts' Par!'otts . 

~ De trrobrtar.cl ' s briga.de of l.fot t 1 s division had cont i nued t o guard H2.t:.cock I 5 

II 

" 1 • 
: ' 1 

"i ,: ! 



I • • 11ft. ~bile his skirmishers sniped at Butler's dismou-~ted troopers, De 

Trobriand's battle line .. [as shelled by the guns of the I'lashington South 

IrOlina JLrtiJ~ery.1 but the configuration of the -terrain I-ras such th2.t 

17 

I
sualties were slight. 

Generall10tt had stayed with his 2d Brigade, Genera.l Pierce's. Early 

1"1 the afternoon, Hott had received instructions from Hancock to det·?,il 

hlO regiments to support Lieutena.nt Hetcalf's section. Pierce accordingly 

iroered out the 5th Nichiga.'1 and the 93d Ne"i York. These hro regimer,ts 

(

ere posted in the woods east of the cornfield in which Hetca.lf's regulars 

. rmed their t,lO brass Napoleons. Colonel John Pulford, as senior officer, 

trmed the hlO regiments at right angles to the battery, ,,'ith skirmishers 

well foY,rard. Nott within a short time told Pierce to advance the rest 

I the brigade and lXlsition it on the left of Hetcalf I s guns. Here the 

,
igade remained for one hour, while subjected to a severe shelling. 18 

Egan by4 o'clock had completed his dispositions and was prepared 

It .rove his men for..~rd. After approving Egan's battle plan, Hancock 

dispatched one of his staff (Lieutenant Nay H. Stacey) to alert General 

la't.-ford that -the II Corps was "about to assail the bridge, for which 

- 19 

reparations were complete." 

About the same time, General Smyth over on the right of Egan's bat-

Ie line had organized a patrol with the mission of ascertaining Cravrford's 

",hereabouts. Lieutenant Charles VI. Co'trtan .lith six enlisted men ,!as started 

10m the right of the 10th Ne'N York in a southeasterly direction. Before 

l
ing very far, Co'tltan and 

_,is force, which proved to 

I,,<'-rd the 

Snvth ;'lhat 

II Corpsl rear. 

they ha.d seen. 

his people sighted a column of Rebel infantry. 

be Heth's COlTilli?_nd> ltiC.S moving by the flank 

Retracing their steps, the New Yorkers told 

Smyth lost no time in relaying this ne'dS to 

6c 



1 • • '1- A fighting Irishman, Egan determined to beat the foe to the punch, 

he told Smyth to force a crossing of Hatcher Run at the mill dam. 20 

I I<ihen the blueclads moved out, they ~;ere accomp2Jd_ed by Lieutenant 

lisa Smith's center section of the 10th ~Assachusetts Battery. Little 

difficulty Has encountered by the Federal infantry in reaching Hatcher 

Imn. The 14th Connecticut cross ed the r und01'mstream from the bridge, 

I: l"lhile Smith and his .artillerists unlimbered their Parrotts near the ap­

roach to the bridge, a nd harrl1'.ered the Confederates post ed on the ridge 

" ,eyond mth shot and shell . Smyth had alerted the 164th NeK York to be 

prepared to charge across the bridge, when a crashing volley of musketry 

IJff to the right and rear caused him to hesitate. 21 

r 
f I ! ~ p 

Shortly before Egan told Smyth to attack, General Grant had ridden 

to Burgess' Hill to get a better vielv of the Confederate positions 
":' 

lorth of the run. 

mounted cavalcade 

He YffiS trailed by his o',m and Heade' s staff. The 

made a conspicuous target for th e Rebel batteries, 

Ind the group was shelled. Several men ~Iere hit by flying fragments of 
~ 

iron;. one 'was killed. 

i·' 1 Severa l of Grant's aides rode out to reconnoiter • . Their reJXlrts, , 
" ':' 

.... fowever, were conflicting. It seemed as if no eyes but his own could 

. det ermine exactly what Grant wanted to know. Calling to Lieutemmt 

Itolonel Orville E. Babcock of his staff, Grant galloped do,m the plank 

road to within a few yards of the bridge, "exposed not only to 

! _ lha.rpshooters, but to the cross--fire of hlo Rebel batteries~ " 
the enemY's 

The tele-

rrat'h wires had been cut, and t he feet of Grant's horse became entangled. 

Babcock 1·I8.S obliged to dismount and free them) 'Hhile the officers on the 

'idee looked on in "suspense a~d thought hOlof many camFaigns depended on 

endangered." But the general and his aide. race on, 
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• • 
till Grant could "clearly discern the Rebel line, the condition of the 

country, the course of the stream, and the nature of the banks." 

Grant sa~d tba t Dearing's dismounted cava~ry Has in force nOTth of 

Hatcher Run, with strong defenses protecting their front. The Rebels' 

entrenched line extended far beyond the. area, .. rhere it had been presumed 

to veer to the north~ When the lu:my of tr.8 PotO::T~ac ha.d marched. tte3t~,.;a-:cd) 

units of ,Lee's Army of Northern Virginia had shifted to the right to counter 

this movement. Grant now concluded that the Confederates' redep10yment 

reade Meade's revised plan "impracticable.". l'Thile the Southerners' fortified· 

line north of Hatcher R1h~ might be stormed, it could only be done so at 

great risk. The advantage gained, in Grant I s opinion) uYiould not compensate J 

,.,hile, in the event of repulse, disaster might be grave," stretched out as 

II the armY was, .. nth its flanks six miles apart, and Hatcher Run dividing 

'II 
¥iarren 1 S corps. 

Any ·serious rebuff· to Union arms \<las to b~ avoided ,lith the rresidential 

election only ten days a>my, and the Democrats certain to exaggerate every 

l!Li.shap. Politics for the moment \<Iere a1l important,it \<Iould therefore be 

II umnse to take any great risk. 

\'Then Grant returneCl from the bridge, he had called to General Meade. 

After a brief conference, Heade gave verbal orders for Hancock to hold 

his position till morning, when he "as to retire by the same road over 

'''hich his column had advanced. The h·ro ranking generals and their staffs 

then started .for Armstrong's l.iill. 22 

The volley that caused S~h to pause had originated in the pines 

in front of Pierce's brigade. General Nott, a short time before, had 

II taken cog_'1izance of the shouts and shots in the woods east of the corn­

·i'j.elci.. A st:j,i'f-'officer vias told to investige..te. He soon returned v.rith 

II 



I • • lIews from General Pierce that tb.~ skirmishers were shooting a t · stragglers 

f alling back before Crawford's advance. 

I The firing got louder , so l10tt i nstructed Pierce to r einforce his 

;' 

jicket line. Pierce ordered out the 1 st u. S. Sharpshooters. vihen the 

-..egul ars reported to him in the pines, Colonel Pulford used them to pro-

I _cng the right of hi s skirmish line. Hardl y h2.d the sharpshooters filed 

into position, before the fighting flared t o a point where Pierce sent 

Ilon;a~ another r egiment, the 105th Pennsylvania, w2th i nstructions to 

23 
j: ' fOlster the 5th Viichigan. 

t Heth' s Confederate scouts ,as they beat their Hay through the ,:'lOods " 

t e.1l afoul of Pierce's skirmish l ine . \v'hile runners raced to tell Heth 

what they had seen, the Confederate and Union skirll'j.shers banged a.,ray. 

'.? Jahone, Vlhom Heth had placed in tactical command, ordered his three 

~~ 
; IbrigadeS to attack. 

;, Heanwhile, Pierce shouted to his regiments lying in line in the 
"', 
;,J" 

Icornfield, "Charge front and face the woods! II Before this could be 

done, thegreyclad battle line charged Pierce's skirmishers with ,vigor. 

IIA crashing volley delivered by t he blueclads caused the Confederates to 

their front to recoil a ''few steps. ~fahone' s battle 

Ilapped th~' --.: right- . "'., of Pierce's picket line for a 

line, hO'lever, over-

considerable distance; 

BreakL~g t hrough, the Virginians fanned out to II Sharps hooters connected. 

the left and right . Serg€2.nt Alonzo l'loodruff and Corporal John E. Ho,rard 

I of the 1 st Sharpshooters ,,{ere posted to the left of vlher e the but:ernuts 

had r i9r:ed the gapping hole in Pierce 1 s skirmish line . As the Vi':'~inians 

I 
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• • 
pressed forward, the two Yanks discharged their pieces. Unable to reloa d, 

Hoviard threl'f do>m his piece and tackled a big Reb, "who seemed to be lead-

i ng that p<>.rt o f their line." Overpowered by the Virginian, HO;iard fel~. 

wounded in both legs. Sergeant Woodruff rushed to his comrade's a id. 

Clubbing his rifle-musket, ~loodruffin a d esperate hand-to-hand encounter 

f ended off t he Confederates. long enoj.lg.~ to enable HOvI2.r-d and hilIT to es -

cape . 

Follo'ding the Confederete breakthrough to their left, the men of the 

1st U. S. Sharpshooters puUed ba ck and re-formed. Una.ble to hold their 

ground, the regi~ent then r etreated "to the edge of the ~~ods, where it 

24 
took cover behind a r ail fence . 

Genera l Pierce, seeing thet the Rebels had rolled back the 1st u. 

S. Sharpshooters, belloHed for the 141st Pennsylvania lito charge the left 

of the enemy's line. Il As the 141 st cros s ed the cornfield and approeched 

excited and difficult to control. Host of the men panicked. Tyler: 

succeeded in holding the t',fO or three companies nea rest him at the point 

of the woods . Although exposed to a murderous fire, the Pelli~ylvanians 

"exchanged fifteen or bfenty r ou.nds ,,-:ith the enemy, JI before "they were 

compelled to give way . Tyler and hj.s men r etreated and took cover be-

hind t he rail fence, where the officers of the 1st U. S . Sharpshooters 

hed "rallied and re-formed thei r men . 25 

The battle-hardened Confederates by no" had all but encircled the 

troops holding the l eft and center of Pier ce ' s skirmish line. With Rebels 

to. th-'3lr front, rig..ht , 2l?:d l e ft., it be c-?;ne IIroot hog or die . 1I F2.cL1"J.g their 

\ 
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• • , 
i I foot soldiers to the rear, the officers in charge of the 5th m.chigan, the 

! 93d Ne\-l York, and the 105th Pennsylvania sought to fight their vlay out 

i lof the vioods, before the jc.~,!'S of the trap snapped. Already, large nu .... n-

I Ibers of .JOhnnies had infiltra ted. the ground over which they had to pass. 

~ the left, the 93d Ne\f York lost hea vily, 41 men being captured by '! 
! I I MacR.ae' s North Carolinians. Of these, 12 su.bsequently escaped, afte.r 

.1 ,. h"ving been stripped of their arms , accoutrements, knapse.cks, and pocket-

The 105th Permsylv~nja s alo' its hiO rexlking officers slain, and 

Iii I.: lit 'ho.Oe
kS 

• 
colors and many enlisted lEen captured. Colonel Pulfo r d 's 5th l-lichi-

,1 "'-' gan was decirnated. before it emerged from the woods. Retreating across 

il .. '1 the cornfield, the three regiments 1-iere finally halted along the plank 

i road. 
26. 

I I The three regiments (the 1st HassachuseHs Heavy Artillery, and the 

\ ' 157th and 87th Pen.'1sylvania ) whi ch, ,along with the 1l, 1 st Pemlsylvania, had 

. constituted Pierce's r eserve . were wheeling to the right as the Confeder­

:\ I ate ' battle lines surged out of the pines. Unnerved by the sight of their 

11 fleeing comrades, these three regiments were in no condition to 1-rithstand 
!i I 
" , an assault by j.'.acRae's and ~ieisiger 's veterans. Very little powder VIaS 

'1 burned, before. the former heavY artillerists ' end the Pennsylvanians t ook 

r to their heels. The troops retired in disorder to the plank road, where 

i I . 27 i . they v,ere rallied on their colors. 

Lieutenant Hetcalf' s brass Napoleons , upon the rout of Pierce I s bri-

1-gade , ;[ere left t o face the Confederat es ' onset. Hetee.lf a ndhi.s gunners 

'Iof Be.tteries Cand I, 5th U. s. Artillery had time to fire only a half­

dozen rounds of canister from their tlr/o piec es, before Macn.ae's grim 

I No rth Ce. rolinians were upon them. As they drove for-wa rd, Confederate 

sh.:.rpshooters of COErp2.ny It, 4hth North CGY'oliria blazed 2.'!.ray at the t eams, 

·1 
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I • • 
tilling or jofouJ"!dLng all the horses. Hetcalf was cut dmm badly trounded 

and captured, along with 

leY'nuts rushed onto'/J2.rd 

rhe road, ~iahone trheeled 

met the Rebels' gaze '",as 

his Napoleons. Flushed rrith success, the but-

As soon 2.5 they had crossed 

l·iacP.ae's brigade to the left. The sight that 

28 a pleasant one, for it promised a rich harvest. 

I The cle3.ring fOTITied by the angle bet~dee:n the pI2.ilk and Dabneyts 

~lill roads joBS jam_~ed ,ath the shattered re~,ants of Pierce's brigade, 

Imbulances, led horses, and artillery. }loreover, if the Confederates 

,ould hold their grip on the plank road, it .. uuld be the end for the 

~I Corps' Second and Third Divisions, caught as they trere betvreen Heth' s 

'nd Ha.mpton t s converging colum.n.s. 

General Hanco ck kept his head. He and his generals moved promptly 

establish a new line of resistance, designed to keep the Confederates 

Irom gaining 

a column vias 

additional ground in the direction of the plank road, while 

organized to assail Heth's right and rear. vlhile helping 

lierce re-form his shattered brigade, General Mott suddenly realized 

that if unchecked the Confederates 'iOuld establish a roadblock on the 

load to Dabney's Hill. Najor John ltIillian of Nott I s staff galloped off 

IJith orders for 

"ected a change 

De Trobriand to redeploy his brigade. De Trobriand ef-

of front to the rear by countermarching six of his re-

liments. In accordance ;{ith instructions from Mott, he posted his bri­

gade along the road OVer which it had marched onto the field several hours 

lefore. The 1 st Plaine Heavy Artillery ,las stationed along the plank road. 

Ie Tr~bri~~d 
n;:,~ Z2.X'c..S ~ 

cautioned his men that they must hold their ground at all 

I Upon the colla.pse of Pierce's command,Lieutenant Jo}1.n w-. Roder of 

i,ttex,y K
J 

l,.t!1 U. S~ Light Artil18r~l YIas directed to put his four 12-
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I • • ,I lpounder lia~oleons into batteF.f on the right of the plank road, near 

" ~ Bevill's house .• 

r lar.:.d led hors es) Roder's regulars put their brass guns into battery and 

Extricating itself from the mass of ambulances , ~~gons, 

.opened 'ri~n shot and shell o~ Hahone ' s battle .l~nes at a range of 500 

lIyarcs. LJ. eut,en2.nt Beck, havlng secured 8.l!lll1linltl.On from Roder, · placed 

IhiS four ~·;s1=oleon$ in position on the left of the plant.c road) aYld lIopened 

fire upon the point of woods, where the enemy broke through and c'aptured n 

_ Hetcalf's guns. 

I The 2.ssault on Hancock's right caus ed General Gregg to dismount all 

available regiments of Ken;j.Jl' s and Smith's brigades. ~fO of Smith's r e-

timents (the 1st ~:aine and the 6th Ohio) moved up smartly to take posi­

tion on De Trobriand I s right, "fhile Ker,lin's cane handsomely into position 

In the 1st Brigade 's other flank. 30 

Just as l'ieisiger's brigade had started forward, 

lell01; fla11kers of the .12th Virginia sighted a Union 

Sergeant Sale and his 

officer riding toward 

Ihem . The newcomer, who proved to be Lieutenant Colonel George Harney of 

the 147th Ne;·, York, in the dense undergrol< ... th had mistaken the Rebels for 

JiS Ovm men. 1'lhen .called on to surrender, Colonel Harney p.ad only one 

course open to him, as a 'dozen rifle"rnlsketswere pointed toward him. 

Ihat night; after the fight, Sergeant Sale wrot e in his diary: 

-
I 

-
1.5 

He L Colonel Harney-1 .BS hurrying up his regiment to deploy 
them as skirmishers, when he was captured. I got a very fine 
haversack,sword belt, & revolver from him. He h2.d on a fine 
hat & gold watch but I could not muster meanness .stiffiCi entto 
rob him of thes e. I kneH tp-" t if I ,·rere captured everything 
I had ~uuld have been taken from me, but I have not yet become 
mean er,ough to take priv2.te property from them. 31 

H~ncock, as was his custom, rushed t o the point of danger. As soon 

De 1'robria"d's infantry and Gregg' 5 dismounted troopers were ready, 

Ha.ncock p1 2.::.r:cd. t o lead a. counte r2.tta ck. Just a.s De 'I'robriand .ind Gregg 
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I • • 
I"iere reporting their units f ormed, confusion seemed t o grip the Confeder-

ates . 

frear . 

Some of the butternuts faced about and bega.n shooting to.rard their 

At the first sound· of the Confederate onslaught against Pierce, Han-

had dispatched his s enior aide-<ie-cE.mp, Hajor Hillielll G. l1itchell, 

. Ito General Egan ~~th instructions for him to abandon t he attack a~lled 

: '. at securing the heights beyond Hatcher Run. Egan was to face about and 

I.' lassail, .lith his entire line , the Rebel cohurn that .JaS driving Pierce . 32 

Egan had surmised that the Rebel.s v.-ere up to no good, \oihen his right 

rear were fired on. Orders were i ssued for General Smyth to mlt his 

loattle line and to recall the ' 14th Connecticut, Vlhich had already crossed 

the run. Colonel McAllister was instructed to· countermarch his brigade 

Lnd attack the Confederates that . rere rolling over Pierce's bluecoats. 

(
j~en he g~llOped up, Hajor ).\itchell thus found tha.t 

lS superlor. . 

Egan had anticipated 

I v~tchell asked Rugg to charge with his brigade the Rebels that had 

gained the plank road t o Egan's r ear. Hugg refused . He based his refusal 

, Ibn three points. (A) He had recently received orders from Egan to hold 

(

i s. position at all hazards, 

enwg his left and front . (C) "The enemy on the road was not in force, 

(B) Butler's dismounted cavalry was threa-

tu.t L-onlyJ a disorganized body •. • • " Rugg, believing that a good-sized 

regiment (charging dO"m the to-ad in line, ) would be as effective as the 

. I,rhole brigade, told If,itchell to t ake the 36th \·iis consi n. 

The major therefore placed himself at the head of the Wisconsin 

~nit and moved out . 

I hacRae I S North Carolinians had oc cupied a r idge and 'rer'e preoccupied 

'Iii th pr8pe.r ~. t.i0LS f or s tor:ning I-{o t t. I 5 r Borganized JP.2. in line of resist~nc e ) 

I 
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I • • 
love ring the Dabney's Hi 11 r02.d, consequently, they .Tere oblivious to the 

2.pproach of NcAllister's blueco2.ts and the 36th 'tiisconsin until it ;;3.S 

leo l2.te. Egan's legions burst upon H2.CP.2.8 , s right and 1:'e2.1:' like a bolt 

of the blue. 33 

Since there were a large num.ber of recruits in his briga.de· and time 

las precious" NcAllister deeIT:ed it best to have his battle line Habo\.lt-

face and move on the enemy with my rear ra.pJc in front. ff Two regime.'1ts 

Ithe 5th al1d 7th Ne-" Jersey) "ould remain, where they were as a support 

llio Smyth's 

~E:-derates • 

bat tle l:ille, .Then the brigade 2.dvanced to dislcdge the Con-

I NcAllister's b2.ttle line adY2.nced to the "slope of the hill 2.nd 

h2.1ted a fe" moments." 1'0 their front, HcAllister and his men could see 

lacF.ae's North Carolinians pressing back Pierce's shattered comIrand. 

licAllister shouted to Colonel John Schoonover, whose 11th NeH Jersey ",2S 

'n the right, to move agcinst the butternuts ",ho h2.d blocked the plank 

load. ~rith the rest of his brigade (the 120th New York, the 8th New 

Jersey, the 11th Nassachusetts, and a batt2.1ion of the 11th New Jersey), 

ICAllister Jl1.arched do;iY! the slope. The cheering bluecoats surged across 

j".lleys, break:illg dOl-iY! the thick "hazel-brush" which bounded them. 

'ng the high ground be;Y'ond, NcAlli.ster called a halt and re-formed 

Reach-

his com-

Nac?.ae and several of his r2.rL1dng officers by this time h2.d sighted 

IcAllister's battle l:ille. The historian of the 44th North C2.rolina 1'8-

I 
I 

rrhe Federc.l comrp..?","'1G.er L Hc.ncock_7, seeing that MacRae ,",'"2.5 

not supported, closed in upon his flanks and att2.cked with great 
vigor. Undj.smayed by the 12.rge force ,,t,ich surrounded him, al1d 
un:d:Ll1ing to surrender the prize of victor:;v alr€c.dy vii thin his 
u'2-~~F-" EacE;:.8 formed a portion of his brigade obliquely to his 
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• • mai.!1 line of battle, driving back the foe at every poil-.: . 
whilst the deafening shouts and obstinate fighting of t:> 
brigade shoHed their entire confidence in their connnanC:~, 
although every ll'.an of them kne,r their situation to be 
critical, and their loss had already been great. A'·iaii;:':~g 
reinforcements) 'fIhich long since ought to have been vri! ~ 
him, he held his vantage ga.inea at all ha zards , and a[2~.:: ;t 
enormous odds. No help came whilst his men toiled, bleG . 
and died. 

Hheeling part 'of his brigade to the right, HacRae preps.:,,·j to cope 

HcP~lister ' s threat to his flank and rear. NcAllister'" ':>luecoa ts 

lent several well-aimed volleys crashing into the oncoming !o(-c·th Caro-

linians. Hen were cut do>m in large nu/ebers, and ~lacRae's b::ternuts 

, 10 HcAllister's front retired into the pines. 

I 
'McAllister belloHed, "For>rard !" As the bluecoats charg",:;, it appeared 

hat the North Carolinia'1s 'dere atteclpting to get a battery ~,::to positio!;, 

I

i.; IActuallY, the Southerners were seekillg .to limber up Metcalf'" t wo Napole-.:o:-,~.; 

The 12mh N'el-I York on HcAllister'-s. left tried to reach the [,'.::\s, but it ,,"-~ 
[ 
~eaten back by the 44th North Carolina. Heth now committed 1::5 reserve bl':'-

.rade. Harris and his Mississippians advanced out of the vlOO '~" and rushed t·~ 

" .acRae's assistance • . For a brief period, HcAllister's brigat(,' was all but 

"Had, our line broken whi)" in this critiu.: . Ingulfed With Rebels on all sides. 

, situation all would have been lost," Colonel McAllister receJ.led. 
34 

I As the situation ,,'as beginning to look very bleak for Ndllister, 

. 1a j or ]A.i tchell at the head of the 36th Wisconsin charged do'''-'' the plank 

. l oad , Striking Harris' flank, ' the soldiers from Wisconsin s",'pt to a 

Ipectacuiar suc,cess. 

grounded their arms. 

The Rebel roadblock .JaS smashed, and lOu greyclads 

A star,d of colors ",as captured. 35 

The onset by the 36th v!isconsin took the pressure off ~ i <.'Allister. 

of the North Carolinians and Hississippians hc.ving reVi n ,d into 
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I • • 
the pines east of t he plank roadr . General Egan sent word for HcAllister 

to change his front to the left and re-establish contact with Mott . As 

Ilcp.~lister r edeployed his ba ttle line" i t came under a gallj.ng srr.all-arrns· 

, lre. f
. 36 

, At the t ime t rz t Egal'} redepl oyed his cOlYL'l'.and to cope with Beth's as -

fault, one of his staff-officers notified Lieutenant Smith to 'd.thdra',~ 

his t\<o 10-pounder. Parrotts, r etire to Burgess' Tavern, and r e join his 

l attery--the 10th Hassachusetts. Being without ammunition, Smith's guns 

j Iftood by the barn unserviceable . Scarcely had Smith r eported to his 

-"uperior, Lieutenant Gra.nger, before he ",as knocked from his hors e , shot 

t hrOUgh the bowels--a mortal wuund . Lieutenant Granger now had his gun­

ners point the pieces of his left and right sections, t o the southeast 

Ind hammer the woods into which the Rebel infantry had retired. Not 

-raving brought up the battery's 

~he limbers was soon exhausted. 

caissons, the suppl y of arr%unition i n 

After t he charge of the 36th Wis consin 

I lad reopened communications along the plank r oad, t he 10th Nassachusetts 

t . d t . d °ll ' 37 Bat ery ret:u-ed O\-ffi he road and was masse near Bev). s. 

I Witnessing the charge of the 36th vlisconsin, General Hanco ck called 
~ ~ 
:i tor Nott to counterattack . - De Trobriand placed hirnself a t the head of 

~he 40th New York, the 20th Indiana, the 99th, and part of the 11 0th 

, ltennsYlvania and prepared to carry out this assignment. Cheering "lustily," 

r 
De Trobriand 'and his- men went forward, driving the Confederates before them. 

o I ;ithin a short time, t hey had mopped up the field to their front . 

I ~!ajor Hitchell, a fter l eading the 36th .Jisconsin into battle , cont acted 

' _ he officers conunaGdifig the 1st ~;aine Heavy Artillery and a battalion of 

t he 11 0thPennsylvania o Hi tchell told them to follow hiro. Rushing out 

j.n to tire c crr..fi.eld., the t "':0 regim_ents rolled back tr:e Confederates, "rho 
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f I were already reeling, because of -}[cAllister ' s and De Trobriand' s slashing 

! assaults . ~Iithin a few minutes, Hetcalf's Napoleons had been r etaken . 

! I Not less than 150 Rebels, aJ.ong .. d.t.h the colors of the 26t.h North Caroc­

l .lina Infantry of MacRae's brigade, fell into the onrushing Federals'-

! han.ds. Fifty of the greyclads were disarmed by the 1 st )flaine in and 
I 

! I around Burgess ' barn, ',hile the r est " ere -surrounc.ed by t he 110th Penn­
I . { 

i II SYIVanSoialQ'~eras cluster of pines . 

~ from the 5th Nich i gan, the 1 st j/,assachusetts HeaV'J Artil-
~ 

I lery, and t he 57th Pennsylvania had accomr-<'mied the 1 st ).faine Heavy 

I Artillery and t he 11 0th Pennsylvan.ia. After the guns had been recaptured , I ! Ivolunteers secured ropes and drew off the two Napoleons . 38 

./ The hro regiments led into battle by Najar Hitchell now took position 

i , li on the l eft of HcAll ister and on the right of the regiments t hat had fol-

II ' 10l.,'ed De Trobriand . 

I The advance of De Trobriand's troops having checked the Confederates ; 

Ithe fire of Roder's and B~Ck'S eight guns emplaced near Bevill's house, 

reinforced by the infantry's musketry, compelled the butternuts to retire 

I into the pines. Union skirmishers follol-red the John11ies into the edge of 

Because the infantry battle line: was posted only a fe\or yar ds 

the guns, the use of canister was precl uded . Following t he 

Heth's infantry, Lieutenant Beck advanced his four Napoleons 

them in battery at the · junction- of the Dabney ' s Hill and plank 

I r02.ds . In accordance with Eajor H,'.ze.rd ' s instructions, Beck unlimber ed 

I 

his guns and shelled the 

_ front The battery held 

point of the ,loods , 800 yards 

this position till- 8 p.m. 39 

to his right and 

I l,leamrhile, Dearing 's dismounted Rebel troopers had taken adve.ntage 

of the reca.ll of l-rclllister ' s brigade to thre8.ten Smyth' s front. ~ Lc2.p-

I 
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• • t II ing OVer the breastworks, they came down off the ridge to\v-ard Hatcher 

i Run, or~y to be checked by well-aimed volleys fired by the 8th New York 
I 'I t Heavy Artillery and the 16l;.th Ne'''; York. Recalling the 1 Oth Ne1d York, 

I whieh ,ras deployed as skirmishers to his front, Smyth had Colonel Hopper 

1 I post his men L~ line of battle near the edge of the pines, so they could 

.1 I ,,-atch the brigade's right and rear. 1,0 

I Egan, followL~g Dearing's repulse, contacted Colonel Rugg. The com­

I In~nder of the 1st Brigade was told to send his troops across the plank 

! road and take position to the right and rear of NcAllister's battle line. 

I, III De'o,e ,hiIti" hi' b,i.,de "'"" the pl,;, ,oad, ",gg 'e,"'hed th, "t 

I 

Minnesota and the 7th ¥,ichigan. These two units continued to hold their 

1,1 
ground in the wocds west of the pla~~ road. 

I The Confederate leaders (Heth and Hampton) had failed to coordinate 

their inovements. Heth 's L~fantry colul11D) 'rhieh 

Ilost the initiative before Hampton's dismounted 

had opened the attack, had 

cavalry assailed the Union 

Ileft. Butler's battle line, . deployed to the right and left of vihite Oak 

road, now drove in from the 'trest, ,rhile Rooney Lee's division advanced 

lIup the plank road from the southwest. 1,2 

Earlier in the afternoon, Hampton had lost a valuable subordinate, 

Icaptain James F. Hart of the vlashington South Carolina Artillerj. "ihile 

lengaged in the duel ,lith Beck's regulars, Captain Hart "as struck in the 

. leg by fragments from an explodL'1g shell and had to have the limb &'1lpU­

Itated. 

~nen Hampton gave the word, General Butler sent orders for his battle 

lline to take up the advance. Supported by the fire of the \'iashLngton 

IArtillery'S gUJ1S, Young's brigade 

bounded over their bc.rricades al1d 

I 

on the left and Aiken's on the right 

drove against the picket line defended 
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• • 
lIy four of De Trobriand's regiments--the 73d, 86th and 124th New York, 

and the 2d U. S. Sharpshooters. The bluecoats ,·;ere posted at the "edge 

IIr a dense pine ymoa,11 an open field to their front. As Butler,t s dis-

t
ounted trooDers debouched from the pines on the opposite 

ield, the Y:rJ<ees banged a,·ray. The Confederates came on 

side of the 

.. lith great 

lIetermination. Dismayed by their fa.ilure to check Butler's horse­

soldiers, "(nom they mistook for infantry, some of the bluecoa ts fled. 

IiuCh of the picket line ,,[as thrown into confusion, and only "the exer-

.~o~s of of~icers and steadiness" 

IlSJ,ntegratlng. 

of the veterans kept it from entirely 

II Rebel losses were high as they sought to smash pockets of Union 

resistance and reach the plank road. Lieutenant Colonel Robert J. 

~ffords w~s killed at the head of his regiment, the 5th South Caro­

• ina Cavalry. 

• As Aiken's brigade s"rept forward to connect its right "lith Rooney 

Ite's left,. General Butler missed two of his aides (Major T. G. Barker 

and Captain Nat Butler), and glancing to his right, he spotted them 

IIld Lieutenant William Preston Hampton "riding in the midst of the line 

if advancing men, 

Jrhaps a hundred 

waving their hats and cheering them on. They were 

yards to his right and the heavy firing prevented 

leir hearing him." .C-eneral Butler finally succeeded in getting their 

attention. Nat Butler ,,[heeled his horse about, while Preston Hampton 

1I'8PcY'€d to return to his father's cOITJiland post. 

I
. ~ As YOUl1g Ha.mpton galloped off in one direction and Nat in the 

"n,r, he called, "Hurrah, Nat, II aDd moments later a minie' ball struck 

11
m in the groin, inflicting a mortal Viound. 

Preston Har;:pt.on 1-r2..S dead. 

II r" 
II-',. 

Within a fe" minutes" 
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• • 
vlhen General Hampton "sa" his dying son lying on the ground he dis-

ffiounted and kiss ed the brave boy, ~~ped a tear from his eyes , remounted 

and "lent on gi viIlg o rders as though nothing had ha.ppened . II 

General Butler now trotted up anp, ask!id . G.eneral. !lall1p~on; ' "'''''ho: has 

been wou11ded? II 

"Poor Prs&ton," the father replied , "has been mortally ' ;ounded." 

General Butler ca lled for a one-horse wagon, so that the r emains 

might be .removed. Heantime, .the Federals, observing the crol-id, conc en-

trateda galling fire on the group . One shot 'struck Preston's brother, 

43 
Wade, in the spine, badly injuring him." 

Fortunately for the II Corps, Butler's attack came after Heth's 

foot soldiers I',ad spent their strength. Nott, observing t hat the firing 

to his left had increased and was getting louder, instructed De Trobriand 

t o recall the regiment& of the 1st Brigade that had jus t bea.t enback the 

Rebel infantry. .Detaching a line of skirmishers to hold the ground gained, 

De Trobriand marched his troops back to the position along the plank road 
. . 44 

previously held. 

Between ",'bite Oak road and Hatcher Run, General Young's dismounted 

cavalry fought Rugg's skiI'lI'J.shers, reinforced by the 69th Penns ylvania. 

Dearing, to assist his cCIT'.rades to the right and left, again urged his 

brigade forward. Ir,fHtrating the underbrush north of Hatcher Run, 

Dearing's men again opened on Srr~h's batt le line, posted on t he ridge 

south ot the stream. A half-hea.rted thrust was made at thj.s t ime by 

Harris' Hississippians and l-IacRae ' 5 North Car olinians agains t the sector 

defended by NcAllister' & troops. Ege.n' s division d1.U'ing this phase of 

the engagement formed aClvde s quarc --Rugg 's $kirwishers~ r einforced by 

t !: fJ 69th Pen,-':sylvani2. , . in the p.i.nf.;s 'f/SSt of Burgess 1 T2.ver:1j STGyth "5, bE.ttle 
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line on the ridge south of Hatcher Run and in the' ~ioods east of the plank 

road;. Rugg's line of battle on Smyth's right, partially extended behind 

NcAllis ter, ,-lilo s e right cross ed the Boydton Plank Road.; 45 

'Egan's soldiers held firm on all fronts. At 5 :)0 Egan's division 

~lithstood another a s sault . 'Since this attack "las feeble, Egan and his 

officers believed that the Rebels were almost ready to call it a day . 

Hopping up in front of their position, Rugg 's skirmishers disarmed a 

Confederate major, sever 2,l line officers , and 40 enlisted men. Sergeant 

Daniel Murphy of the 19t h kas sa chusetts got hilns elf a real prize--the 

. 46 
colors of the 47th North Carolina Infantry of ]'1acRae's brlgade. 

With the redeployment of De Trobriand's brigade along the plank 

road, nruch of the steam "ient out of Butler's attack on the units manning 

Hott's picket line. This enabled officers of t he 73d, 86th and 124th New 

York, and the 2d U. S. Sharpshooters to rally t heir men . Dishea rtened 

to see that the Yanks were marshaling troops to reinforce their skirmish 

line, Butler's horsesoldiers retired, across the fields and disappea,r ed 

into the pines beyond. 47 

Rooney Lee's division now struck. Advancing up the Boydton Plank 

Road from Hilson's , Lee's troopers encountered the 21 st Pennsylvania 

southwest of Rainey IS. To dislodge t he Yanks, Lee viaS compelled to dis-

mount and deploy his di vision--,Colonel Richard L. '1'. Beale's brigade to 

the right and Brigadi er General ' Rufll's-Barringer's to .the left. The can-

noneers of McGregor I s Virgini a Batt e ry unb.mbered their four 3-inch rifles 

on the r oad. General Gregg he2.rd the clash of arms as the 21st Pennsylvz.nia 

fou&"t a stout de12,ying a.ctior;. Wheeling hj.s hor se about, Gregg galloped 

dO'dn the plank roa.d. Gregg , upon r eaching the point of de.nger, f ound the 

F-E.ans ,;..-1.v':"I! ians r esi s t i ng L~8 ' S ons et. The 6th Ohio Cavalry at this ti.'n€ 

76 

• i 
" 



• • 
filed l.nto position alongside the 21st Pennsylvania. Even so, Gregg could 

see tha t his rr.en were badly outnumbered. Aldes raced off wi.th Vlord for 

the brl.gade con1Jl~nders to rush to Gregg all their ave.ilable manpo;:er. 

I the Mainemen on the rl.g.'1t of the 21 st, the Pennsylvanians having closed 

The 1 st ~!aine came do~m the road on the run. Colonel Smith formed 

I 
of guns manned by Be.ttery I, 1st U. S. Light Artillery was called up. 

, , . would have liked to have reinforced Gregg "lith infantry, but this he,could 

'I not do, because he expected · the Rebel infantry at any rr~nute to renew 

48 Il.ts attacks . : . 

At the. t:ime of Rooney Lee's attack on Gregg's cavalry, Hazard, as .a 

I pr~c2.Utionary measure, told Ll.eutenant Granger to throH hl.s la-pounder 

I 
Parrotts into battery ,;est bf the plank ·road,and facing the point of dan­

ger.Here Granger was cut do~m by a fragment from an exploding shell. 

II 
II 
i 
II 
i 
I 

!I 
} 

••• • .. 

The battery had lost all its officers in the day's fighting, so Najor 

Hazard t old Lieutenant E . S. Smith of Battery K, 4th U.S, ·Light Artil­

l ery to take charge of the 10th Massachusetts Batter,)'. 49 

The situation at this time 'le.S fluid. Although the assaults by 

Htth 's infantry and Butler's and Dearing ' s dismounted cavalry on the 

n Corps' front , rig.ltt ,and center had been reFulsed, Rebel artillery em-
, 

ple.~ed. n0rth of H2~tcher Run and on \'Jhite Oak road stHl hemmered the 
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I • • In who wore the clover-leaf. At the same time, rifled projectiles f r om 

}rcGregor 's batt~ry passed over Gregg 's line and burst a mong the II Corps ' 

Rene .... red efforts were made at t his hour to establish contact 

CrawcfoI'd 's troops, but t hey ;[ere unsuccessful. 

At 4:50 General Hancock had told ~~jor Bingham to communicate ,nth 

1~18rals Harren a..'1d Cra"o'lford. 

the Rebels had a ssailed the I I 

He .. laS to inform t he V Corps l eaders that 

Corps' right; t hat the attack had been r e -

Ilsed; that Hancock .. laS in need of r ,einforcements; that t he V Corps should 

I
'vanc ~ a~d ccnnect its left with Hanoo ck' s right. 

BLngnam sought to reach Crawf ord ' s command post a t Crow's house by 

IHOwing the cart 

Very far, however, 

road he had traveled earlier in t he day. Before going 

the ll'.ajor ran into a Confederate roadblock. ~Iheeling 

Is horse about, Bingham, "as expeditiously as possible struck the r oad 

l ading to Dabney 's Hill." Upon reaching the mill, t he major 'JaS directed, 
, , 

one of the cavalrymen posted there, into the road l eading to the left. 

Ie trooper 

road . 

t old Bingham that Crawford's division had tramped out that 

I After riding ,,[hat he believed to be several miles, Bingham encoUh-

jred Confederates, who, bringing their rifle-muskets to 

IHed on him to surrender . Bingham, seei ng that flight 

their s houlders , 

was hopeless, 

Inded over his side-arms to a North Carolina colonel. In addition to 

Bingharn, the North Carolinians had captured three ambulances, a score 

I 
I 

I 

horses , and 20 soldiers of the II Corps . 50 

Because of the dens e woods and a s trong ,dnd blow~ng from southeast 

northwest, the :roar of battle a l ong the Boydton Plank Road was not 

Harren's headquarters. 

Abcu.t 5 : 20 Hancock received a messa.ge drafted by Chief of Staff 
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II • • 
l l!lPhreys, 65 minutes earlier. Unfolding the paper, Hancock learned that 

signal officers had observed Confederate troops en route dOI·m the 

r oad . Though it was feared. by the people at army headquarters that 

Ie foe ,las massing against Hancock, the orders f or the II Corps to ,lith­

dra'" on the followi.ng morning rema ined unchanged . Crawford 's division 

lI·s t o be r ecalled at the same time. As the r oad liP R ing Hancock's and 

rade's command posts ;ras "infested by small parties" of 

. ncock was to see that it was "heavily patrolled." 51 

Rebel cavalry, 

II l'Ieade, was seemingly una"lare of ;rhat had transpired on the plank 

road since he had left the field, and Hancock explained to . Captain 

I dison G. Hasor, (the staff-officer who had carried Humphreys' dis-

I
t ch) the 

t dark by 

,art ers. 

situation confronting the II Corps. It was starting to 

the time Mason started on his return ride to army head-

Soon after t he captain's departure, Hancock received a discoura.g­

Ig report from Chief of Artillery Hazard. When the corps had taken 

i~ field tha t mor ning, the wagons 

Illance with orders, ha d been left 

,lith the r es erve ammunition, incom~ 

at Perkins'. Of t he three batteries 

had accompanied the colU/"J1, only one, the 10th J.fassachusetts, had 

IDe.ny projectiles left. At the same time, the /-,,assachusetts ba ttery had 

~st all its officers, and Lieutenant Smith reported that he had but 

three men l eft per gun . 

II 'l'he corps had been marching and fi ghting throughout the day, and 

"a consequence ",as in considerable disorder." A heavy rain was now 

f alling, and the narro'" c art roa d to Dabney's Nill (the only dir ect ·. link ,,-:Lth 

I "e rest of the Army . of t he Poton:ac. ) was not only . threatened by the 

I"'" but 
'112.5 being turned into a ribbon of mud by the preci pit2tion. 
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I • • 
Hlcock seriously questioned "hether the reserve .amnl1IIlition (Vlhich >-Ill.S 

l'F.iles in the rear) could be brought up and issued in time for a fight 

iilthe morning. 52 

Tvro staff-officers "ere detailed by Hancock to convey this informa-

to Heade. 

I About 6°30 a courier reached Hancock's comrr~a."1d post i'lith tV-TO mes­

sages Signed' by General Humphreys. studying these documents, Vlhich had 

! bf drafted 75 minutes before, Hancock learned that General Ayres' V 

COifS division had been ordered to his support. But because of the hour, 

itllould be impossible for the reinforcing column to get beyond Armstrong's 

dark. Upon reaching the mill, Ayres Vias to report to Hancock. Nil before 

If Hancock could attacle successfully in the morning >lith the addition of 

Ais' and CraViford's divisions, it Vias Neade's desire that he do so. 

If not, Hancock Vias 

I 53 of arkness. 

I It is apparent 

barrassment, because 

authorized to w1.thdra>r his troops under the cover 

that these instructions only added to Hancock's em-

they made him reluctant to abandon hj_s position. 

nliS shoulders had been thro,m the responsibility for determining 

-hether reinforcements could be 

iJikorps brought up and issued 

gathered, and the needed ammunition for 

in time for battle at daylight. Yet 

Vlere subjects waich were in no .~y under his control. Certair~y, 

greater energy ,;ere sho,m in getting upanununition and reinforce-

during the night, than had been displayed in pushing Cra"ford for-

1<ard during the day, Hancock had reason to shake his head. 

I General Gregg, having checked Rooney Lee's advance up 

'oild 

~idin.6S 

I 

the plank road, 

Hancock at this time. It "as now dark, and Gregg had further evil 

for his superior. His cava.lry, Gregg reported, "a considerable 
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their ammunit:'~r, ." {);r.ing to the conmringling of his r egiments in the 

I Ogether >Ii th ~r.e rain and extreme dl?rkness , "Gregg did not thin.'<: i t prac ­

during the night. u 54 l icable to get 

Reluctant 

e-wunition up and issued to the men 

as he Has t o abandon the f i eld, his conversation Hith "an 

Iffice~ so re:~;..i::·le and trustxorthy 2.5 General Gregg," determi ned Hancock 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

order a;,-it:-.c.ra''ial rather th2.n risk disaster by awaiting an attack in 

55 
morning or':: partly prepared." 
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THE BATTLE OF THE BOE~<c!i PLANK ROAD, OCTOBER ZI-28, 1864 

Chapter IV 

The II Corps Gamely Hc~:s on in the Face of Heth' s Onslallght 

Notes 

Q. ~., Series I, Vol. '==, pt. I, 296, 326, 330, 331, 333, 335, 336, 
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the Dabney's Hill and E:;iton Plank roe.ds. A Confederate battery 
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II Corps' battle lines :..:-, :-everse. The approach of Gregg's column 

compelled the Rebels tc :'-atire these guns. 

Ibid., 296, 309, 310, 31;. 
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on the-left side of thE ~'ank road. 

Ibid., 296, 303, 306, 3:':, 310, 312, 314. ,_c. 
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Ibid., 296, 411, 427. 
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was posted west of the ::-~Tine and about one-fourth mile to the left 
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Ibid., 238-239. 

Ibid. J 232. 
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Neu York reported, after vJillettts brigade had occupied the hill on 

Burgess t. farm, and Sll'.yth' s brigade "had united on the right, he saH 

the line adv2.ncing, e.nd believing it to be the ,.,hole line he 2.1so 

moved fOrYiard upon the left.of. •. LSm;ythtsJ Brigade, and entering 

the Hoods soon found h:Ur.self, with ten ))jen of his company, in re2.r 

of the enemy's works, vmo "Jeye hastily evacuating the same J and 

captured one 12-pounder gun and 1 sllBll caisson, "IDich, being un-

able to remove, they broke off the axles of the gun carriage, and 

thre,[ the gun into the stream ..• ; that they drevr off the c2.isson .... " 

Ibid., 320. 

Ibid. , 297, 326. General Smyth led the 3d Brigade, Second Division, 

II Army Corps. 

Ibid. , 326, 334. 

Ibid., 232, 641; rlalker, liThe Expedition to the Boydton Pl2.nk Road, II 

Papers of. the Hilitary Historical Societz of Hassachusetts, V, 330-331. 

Q. ll., Series I, Vol. XLII, pt. I, 297, 395. vlithin 15 minutes of the 

time he had formed his brigade in double line of b2.ttle, HcAllister re­

I deployed his troops in single line extending his left to the plank r02.d. 

Ibid., 395. 

Ibid., 411-412, 427; John D. BilUngs, The History: of the Tenth 

I 
NassachuseUs Battery: of Light Artiller;;.:: i'!: the Har of the Rebellion ..• 

(Boston, 1909), 356-357. So· far, Beck's battery had lost 3 killed 

I and 7 'founded. 

Q. ~., Series I, Vol. XLII, pt. I, 232, 359. 

Ibid., 346, 367. 
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Vol. III, 120-121; Q. ~., Series I, Vol. XLII, pt. I, 232. 

Q. ~., Series I, Vol. XI"II, pt. I, 347, 368, 388. 

Ibid., 347, 368, 388-389. 
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Ibid, 368, 374, 375, 383-383. 

Ibid., 31,7, 372, 378, 380. 

Ibid ., .412, 427; He.lker,"The Expedition to the Bo;(dton Plank Road," 

Papers of th~ Hilitarx Historical Society of Hassachusetts, V, 336; 

"The Forty-Fourth North Carolina Infantry," Southern Historical 

Society Papers, Vol. 25 , p. 343. Lieutenant R. W. Stedman led . 

Company A, 44th North Carolina. 

Q.~;, Series I, Vol. XLII, pt. I, 347, 359. 

Ibid ., 234, 412, 425, 428, 609, 641, 648; \-falker, liThe Expedition 

I to the Boydton Plank Road, II Papers of the Hilitary Historical 

Society of z.fa·ssachusetts, V, . 336-337. 
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DiarY, Sale, 12t~ Virginia (Virginia state Library) . 

Q. ~., Series I, Vol. XLII, pt. I, 234. 

Ibid., 234, 297, 303, 326, 379. Charges were subsequently brought 

against Colonel Rugg by General Hancock for "neglect of duty and 

disobedience of orders .1I Tried and· convicted by court-martial, 

Rugg ,ias dismissed. from the service. On January 26, 1865, his 

disability, consequent upon dismissal, ,ras removed, He did not, 

ho·,;8ver, re-enter the service. ~[alker, "The Expedition to the 

Boydton Plank Road," ~rs of the EiUtar;;: Historj.cal Society 
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1 • • 311 Q. g., Series I , Vol. XVII, pt . I, 395-396; UThe Forty- Fourth North 

Caroli!la Infantry, " Southern Historical Society Papers, ·Vol. 25, 

1 p. 343) RO~tJland) Nississippi Officia~ and Sta_tistical ~egis~e!.:, ·1908, 

pp . 450, 493, 511 . 

Q. ~. , Series I, Vol. XLII, pt . I, 297, 303, 3 16 . This stand of 

colors \-'as subs equently r ecover ed by the Rebels . 

Ibid ., 396. 

Ibid., 412; Billings, History 2£ !he 10th jf,assachusetts Battery, 357-361,. 

Q. !!.. , Series I , Vol. XLII, pt . I, 347, 359-360, 370, 374, 378, 379; 

The Nedal of Honor of the United States ~(lVashington, 1948), 179. 

1 General De Trobriand charged that the battlefl ag of the 26th North 

Caroli na, "in one .. cay or other, pass ed afterwards in t he hands of 

1 the Seventh Hichiga..,1. " Sergeant Alonzo Smith of the Michigan re-

1 giment was av~rded the Medal of Honor for the capture of the colors 

of the .26th North Carolina . 
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Q. ~., Series I, Vol . XI,II , pt. I, 347 , 360, 949 ; vfelis, Hampton and 

His cavalry, 334- 335; Brooks,But~e~ and Di s Cavalry, 358-359 . 

Q. g., Series I, Vol. XLII, pt . I, 347, 360. 

Ibid ., 297-298 . 

Ibi~ . , 298, 309; The Hedal of !.!Q!:!.?'~, 179 . Nurphy was awarded the 

Nedal of Honor for this feat . 

Q~ ~. , Serie s I, .Vol. XL I I, pt . I, 360, 950 ; '/;e118, H2.r.lPto~lJ. a.'1.~ Hi~ 

XIV 

. , 

I · 

I 

I 
i 

I 
r 

! .... . 

" 

.............. ;". , ' .<;--

I 

t 
i ' 
f 
! . . 
• 



• • 
~I 48 

i 
~, 

I 
, 
'( 

49 
~ 

Q. ~., Series I, Vol. XLII, pt. I, 234-235, 609, 621,.641, 644, 648; 
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Q. B:., Series I, Vol. LXI1Jpt. I, 239. The night of the 27th being 

very dark, Bingham succeeded in giving his captors the slip. He 

then wade his way to Hancock's comwand post, where he reported 

that he had failed in his mission. 

Ibid., 235; Q. ~., Series, I, Vol. XLII, pt. III, 380. 

I 52 Q. 11:., Series I, VoL XLII, pt. I, 235; Halker, "The Expedition to 
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I • • I TPJo~ BATTLE OF THE BOYDTON PLANK ROAD, OCTOBER 2:7-28, 1864 

Chapter V 

I Nee.de Cuts His COITJ!litrrents and P"tllls Back 

I Not long after he had arrived at his decision to pull back, Ha.l1cock 

I~t 8:35 p.m .. , October 27.) received another com.ITl11J.'1ic2..tion from General 

HUIOphreys. The staff -officers detailed by Hancock to explain the si tua­

lJion_to Meade and his people had reached arn~' headquarters around 6:15. 

.le2_de, after listening to what they had to 

~ancock"couched in a similar vein to Chief 

say, dictated a message to 

of Staff Humphreys' 5:15 

li_spatches~ If he should retire during the night, Hanccck was to 

"leave some force at Dabney's Hill to aid in >lithdrmiing Crawford." 

I Hancock at-9 o'clock notified Humphreys that orders had been issued 

.or his corps "to return to the vicinity of the Gurley house." Egan "lith 

~is division vJaS to hold Dabney's Nill and to cOrr'ununicate "lith General 

2 
Ir.a"rford. 

At 10:30 Humphreys replied, notifying Hancock that Heade wished the 

II Corps to, hal t as soon as it had recrossed Hatcher Run and had:,replenished 

Its ammunition. 

'oint # General 

Additional orders would be a"raiting Hancock at that 

Warren '-!a,S to "attend to dral,'ing in General Cra"dford, 

"lill see that General Egan is notified when he can ",d.thdraw." 
3 

Hancock had scheduled the retreat to corrunerloe at 10 p.m., to provide 

Jffid_ent time -toperrrit the staff-officers sent to arlI'\,! headqua_rters 

~ rejoin the corps. Neamihile, steps were taken to inSure that the 'i tndra'tr2.1 would be orderly. All avail.able arJbulances werE; lO2..ded with 

I,mded, 155 being ren;oved. As the na rrOH Dabney's N:ill road ViaS pc,ss-

abie in oElJ one direction at a time., and the medic2.1 officers reported 

I 82 
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"~. 11 it 'fOuld be impossible to bring up additional ambulances and move troops 

;~ t o t he r ear at the same time, Hancock ~Jl)uld be compelled to leave behind 

Ii la number of his .. ,ounded (a.bout 250) . 

II 
I 

I 
I 
I 

So far as practicable, thes e men 

1 were .. collected 

surgeons and a 

and placed in Rainey's house and barns . Three competent 

number of hospital ste-"ards ..,er e deta.iled to stay l'dth 

1 
4 

t hem . " 

Prior to th e receipt of orders that the field VIas to be abandoned, 

1 General Hott , believing the.t the fight ".QuId be r esumed at daybreak, had 

I r edeployed his division . 

the Dabney 's Mill r oad to 

Gener a l Pierce had r e-fonntd his brigade along 

the i",:G.l;:; of De Trobriand, 'l'lit h pickets (two 

1 r egirrf-lnts) advanced a considerable distance. The 1 st Eaine Heavy Artil­

l ery I'las stationed along the plank road on De Trobriand ' s i'. ','0.';- l'dth 

1 order s to maintain contact, 'l'lith Egan 's division. Four of D: Trobriand 's 

1 reg iments 

continued 

·(the 73d, 86th and 124th Nw York, aha the 2d U. S. Sharpshooters) 

to picket the 

' 5 
countryside "est of the plaPK road . Slight breast-

1 works "ere erected. 

About 8 o 'clock }lott received orders from Hancock "to s tart the arr.-

1 bulances , pack- mul es , and the t wo batteries" that had exhausted their am-

I munition for Globe Tavern. Thi s colunm Hould be escorted by the 17th Maine . 

The division "'?S to follo" a t 10 p .m. \Vhile waiting to put his col= 

I in moti on, Hott l'iaS to recall HcAllister t s brigade. 
6 

The ambul a.nce train, accompanied by the 10th l/iassachus&tts and Beck's 

be.tteries, rolled as scheduled . B"ck's regulars , because 0: the loss of 

14 horses, had to abandon one cai sson, "hich t he l ieuten"-!" t "ad his men 

cut t o pieces, s o a.s to be o f no service to the fo e . OEe c:- the battery's 

l i.-rnb€I'S ;oras also mis sing , raving fallen int o t he Confeciera.::~.3 1_ hands. 
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I • • 
tcePtfor the hard-pulling caused by nmddy roads, the train escorted by 

the 17th }!aine encou!1tered little difficulty in reaching Globe Tavern. 

' e sun ,'[as just breaking through the overcast, as the troops crossed 

fe railroad. 7 

McAllister, whose brigade had been posted in support of Rugg's, re-

l orted to Nott at 8:30 . ~'Ihile r.:ott "ras checking \,r.i..th his brigade COI"'wlf:anders 

to. i nsure that there ;(ould be no errors, he learned from De Trobriand that 

I hortlY after dark someone ha.d b lundered . At that hour t",o of the regi~ 
t ents deployed as skirm.is hers .,est of the plank road had "misunderstood 

lin order to keep a close connec t ion on t heir right, and reformed in line 

I I) that direction." De Trobr i and, taking into consideration the extreme 

darkness, decided it ",auld be not only difficult but hazardous to re­

I stablish the picket line in the .. ;oods. As general field officer of the 

(

'ay , De Trobriand rel ocated his line of outposts much closer to the I~ 

rps ' main line of r esistance, so it ;rould facilitate their recall. 

I Mott put his diVision, except the men on. picket, in motion as 

scheduled. He had sent his provost-guards ahead,to clear the road of 

I traggl ers . Nea~' Dabney ' s Hill , Nott ,las overtaken by one of Heade's 

.,ides, \'Iho said he 

"ion to halt a ft er 

had orders from army headquarters for the Third Divi-

it had r ecrossed Hatcher Run. 

I 
By 1 a .m. on October 28 Nott 's division had crossed the stream. 

9 
do ing so'; the troops >fere massed near Widow Smith 's. 

On 

I Gene ral Egan's division (accompanied by Battery K, 4th U. S. Lig.l-jt 

.. .:rtillery ) 

I Egan hal ted 

trailed Nott's division do,m the cart road . As directed, 

his soldiers at Dabney ' s Mill. To expedite the establish-

l ilen t of contact with Cra>eford ' s division, Hancock's escort h2.d reported 

to E~;, " b8 fo r e he left the plank ro~.d. "ihile en route to the mill, the 

I 
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I • • . scort disappeared. Since he was unfamiliar with the area, Egan, upon 

reaching the mill, halted his division. He ~.Quld allovi his men to rest ' 

I .nd aW2..it the da\,.~, befoTe attempt'ing to connect with Cra1dford. 10 

Gregg's horsesolcliers left the 'field by''laY of the Qua.ker 

10:30. 

road at 

Davies' brigade, "hieh during the day . .(eVen , rh!lnC;regg ,vrasha:r;dest 

r ress ed) . had been held in r eserve at 

Boydton ?lank roads) beca me the rear 

the junction of the ~:u2.k er and 

guard as the cavalry rode southr,Iard. 

l ecause of the destruction of the Gravelly Run bridge earlier in the day, 

Gregg's column was slowed. Only the lead brigade, Colonel Ker<fin 's, ha d 

l ucceecied in recrossing the Rowanty by daybreak. The division reached 

/. lerkinS' hous e about 7 :30, on t he 28th , without having seen any signs of 

I,· ..... Ithe foe on its return march. 11 

l1ith the withdrawal of the cavalry, the only Federals remaining on 

I; the field were, .the . ""unded, who had been left behind, and the infantrymen 

I: l nning th~ picket line. In obedience to Hancock's instructions, General 

All Third Division pickets, rle Trobriand at 1 a . m. recalled his outposts . 

/

. ,lith the exception of three off ic ers and 26 enJ.isted men of the 7,Jd New 

. Itork, got the word and reported to the general on the plank road. wnen 

1 

1 

De Trobriand had reorganized his picket line earlier in the evening, con­

l act had b~en lost with the 70-man d etachment from the 7th J.lichigan and 

I
' Ihe 1st Hinnesota. These men, who ,'lere on outpost in the pines north of 

WhiteOak ro.ad, were left behind, when De Trobriand called in the Second 

/ I JiVisiOn pickets . .. De Treb6a nd, as soon as the pickets had fallen in, 

I· moved out after the lP.ain column. ' Upon reporting to 

I 12 I "'.3 told to rejoin his diVision, ",'hich he di.d. 

/1 
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• J- G,o'''' WmM ., 4, ,0 ,.m. h., 1.,., C,,,ao,"" ,,_d '0" '0 "0-
sult with Genera l Meade, 'of hom he presumed to be ,lith Hanco ck on the plank 

• 
I rocd. As Warren neared the plank road., he enc ou.nt e!·~:i ~:ajor Y!illiara B.iddle 

IOf Neade ' s staff, Viho t old him that the army cOlmOlaneer had returned to 

Dabney ' s }ti.ll. 'tlarren accordingly hastened to that point, and he had 

I been a.t Heade r S conm':2..nd post only a few minutes -' "'rh2,~~ ~iord arT'i vea that 

t he Rebels had penetrated the gap bet;reen Hancock aI:c. Cra,rford and Viere 

l assai.ling the II Corps "w"ith great violence. 11 Beade t old Harren to rush 

ICr:2.'''ford to Hancock's support. Harren, . however, ccunt ered\dth the sug­

gestion that Ayres ' division "could more readily be fot there," becaus e 

I there ,;as no direct r oad l eadi ng from Crawford's frent to Hancock. Neade 

was agreeable . Orders 'Here drafted f or Ayr.es t o rEa.!'cl1 at once . 
13 

I ~fajor Bingham had been at Crawford's cOllb1'.and pes;; about . an hour ahead 

10f Harren . Not long after ~;arren had ridden off, another one of Hancock's 

people arrived and told Cr8.1·iford that the. II Cor ps \·;2 S to s torm the bridge 

lat Burgess' }iill and advance beyond it. This Hould eXylain the heav-.f fir-

ing 

I 
14 that . could b e heard off to the northwest . 

About an hour b efore dark, as Crm'fford' s soldiers .were thro',,"ing up 

la "lig.l-)t" line of ,,D rks, Confederate stragglers, Hho had · become beldldered 

and had lost their way in the Hilde r-ness , began rurc'ling afoul of CraNford' s 

I picket line. These Rebels, many of whom had been e:-."aged with the · II Corps, 

" ere ignorant of Crawford's posit ion. One group of g'eyclads had with 

Ithem ("hen disarn.ed by Crarford' s sk irmi.shers) three ~Jnbulances they ho.d 

Ica~tured. 

prlsoner',J 

Six of them had taken Captain E'nlllor B. Co;,e of \·Jarren' s staf f 

but finding thems elves b ehind the Union lines , they surrendered 

Ito him, and he broug.l-) t th em in. P~l told, Cr?'dford' s troops disarmed 238 

C.'):,!i'ede:cat e c:--J. i sted rtten Cl:!Q three o.fficers . 15 
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• • II When questioned by era,.lford' s staff, the Confederates, most of .;hom 

'! identifi ed t hemselves as belonging to \'[eisiger's and Harris' brigades, 

~ I r er.c,o.rked tw t they hed flanked and broken the II Cor ps. This was the 

I 
I 

first intimation Cra;lfo:cd h2.d h2.d that matters h2.d gone bad.ly ,lith Han-

cock~ 

As he ,"/~tS returning to the Cro~/T hous e ) !-la.jar Roebling heard someone 

shout out in the pines., "stop that man on horseback. II As he reined up 

his horse, Roebling sa." thet the ne,;com~rs ,,<ere ' eight Rebels in charge 

of t>!o Yanks . All had lost their .IZ.Y in the ,rilderness. The Federals 

had been the Confederates' prisoners, but not one in the group knel-i the 

way, so they had agreed to follovr the first wan I·;ho kne>i >!here he 1-,0.5 

16 
going. 

Crawford now ordered scouts out on his left. One, an intelligent 

officer, returned at 6:45 to report that he hed spotted a str_ong column 

of Rebel infantry (probably King's Alab2.1na Brigade) passing to Cra'"ford' s 

left along a cart road which crossed Hatcher Run, one-half mile above the 

V Corps' position. Relaying this information to "Iarren, Crc_wiord l-larned 

tha t unless the interval bebJeen his left and the II Corps I-;a s ', - closed, 

he anticipated a fierce fight in the morning. "fithin the past few minutes, 

a North Carolinian belonging to }~cBae's brigade had been questioned . In 

addi tion, large numbers of Confederates from Heisiger' s brig2_de of }~hone' s 

division had been rc.ade prisoner, >!hen they blundered into the Third Divi-

17 
siOn 's line . 

In event his division ,,~s unable t o hold its o,.m i.n face of the 

e x;o€oct ed Confederate onslaught, Cr~-"Jford had his pioneers at,- dark- bridge 
18 

Hc:-!tchcr frun) in rear of Griffin's skirmish l ine . 

HatTen] on le2 . .rning that Hancoc~ ~·o1l1d yJithdraw his corps under the 
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I

cove r of darkness, conta<'tec', Cra" ·,.,_fora·. It "'ould be best \"" r~e"" ~''''''''o t Q' - " , ,~_ •• , fi " __ , 

for Craw-:[ord to begin withdra~ring his troops as soon as it was light, 

I:: ~-?king care to bring in all your pickets, c.nd drive in the stragglers. n 

Not k no;·Iing that CraT,>ifol'd r s pioneers had alre.?dy bridged the run., W"arren 

I granted his division commander perw.ission to do so. Or if he wished, 

Crawford 

I Cra',;ford 

could ret ire vi.e. the ~-;-ay he had come .. v1hichever route he took, 

''lE.S to make. certain that the division, Egan 1 s, tha.t Hancock h-aS 

Ito leave at Dabney's ~lill was kept pos ted. If he r ecross ed Hatcher Run 

above Armstrong's Hill , Crawford viaS to deploy his troops in.to double 

I 19 
line of battle on Griffin's left. 

Upon receipt of this message from hi.s irrdned i ate superior, i.t didn' t 

Cra'.-li'ord long to ll',ake up his mind, as to the route his division ,Iould 

Itake . He, as ,"elI as his officers and men, had had enough of the wilder­

ness through ~mich they had ma.rched. 1-!hen the division moved, it Wluld 

I be across the bridge . 

As a precautionary measure, Cra"ford reinforced his line of outposts. 

3 a.m. he commenced pulling his troops out of the bridgehead. By day­

I light the three briga.des had reached the north bank of Hatcher Run. Be­

fore destroying the bridge, CraHf ord called in his pickets. The division 

I "as formed as directed on Griffin's left and facing the strea m. 20 

I Upon being notified that Cra,lford had retired across the run, Viarren 

dispatched l'iajor Roebling to convey this inforrration to General Egan. At 

time, .Egan 'de.s directed to report to v!arren. I t he same 
21 

massed his division ne2,r Armstrong 's Hill ~ 

On doing so, he 

I Heamrhile, Cra>lford had discovered, on dis cussing the situation with 

his lJrigade cOfw.anders , tha t some of their pickets rad not come in, 

I 
'The 

bridLe 'fiG.S quickly repaired, and the 7th ~\iisconsin sent back across Hatcher 

I 

I 
I 

i 

I 
! 
I 

I 
! 
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Ru.n . Najar Hollon Richardson fa nned his men into line.1 and they beat the-i.r 

way slowly fOri-lard. , 
After l eaving General Egan! 5 cOITI1r:a.nd post, Najar Roebling had ridden I 

:; OVer to .Crc>"tf l s field, Yihere he spot ted t hree abandoned V Corps ambulances. 

I I Here Roebling encotu'lt ered an officer and ti'IO men sent out t'; recall the 
., 
:? .. 7th \·flsconsin. 

I 
As t hey r ode through the Hoods beyond Crolf ' s , Roebling 

2.nd his compa.nions rounded up 20 Union straggl ers . Th-s2.r then enconrltered 

the 7th \"Jisconsin, bringing in 82 prisoners . The officer in charge ex-

pl2.ined that they had los t ·thelr vlay, a l1d Najor Richardson had ridden of f 

in search of assistance . l'fithin a short t ime Richardson r eturned , accom.-

panied by Najar Dailey . 14ith Dailey as their guide, the regiment fo und 

its '-lay back to the bridge . The last of Cravlfordfs people passed the· 

bridge at 9 o'clock, and the pioneers for the second till,e wT ecked the 

structure. 

At 7:30 a.m. ~Jarrenwas advis ed that )·leade "anted him to send A~rres 

with two of his brigades to occupy the "vacant s pace" bet ween the IX Corps' 

left and Clements' house . Appropriate orders were i ssued. 

stragglers from the II Corps conti.nu$d t o ;;ander i nto t he V Corps' 

lines , so "Tarren sent ten men from his escort to Dabney ' s Hill. Haj or 

I J ames H . . 1>falsh .. lith his battalion of the 3d Pennsyl vania Cavalry woul d 

continue to picke t t he road from Dabney 's Hill to the Vaughan road cross-

I ing of Hatcher Ra~. vialsh notified vIarren at 10 a . m. that the road , ras 

22 I nearly cleai' of wagons and stragglers. 

v,[arren no\-[ issued orders aut[~orizing Eg2.n £:.nd Crawford to vrithdra'd. 

I Screened by Vialsh '.s horsesoldiers , Egan 's II Corps division moved a OI·m 

Hancock, uJ:on learning the ri~ht bar~ of Hatcher Run to Vaughan road. 

I 
u 

tha.t 1T-gan 's division ;.[as in motion , ins tructed l<ott to hold his divis ion 
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I • • ( '('sd;r to 

the time 

take up the march. The decision having been ffic.de to .s.bc.ndon fo r 

being offensive operations designed to turn the right flank of 

I t,,-" Pet ersGur g defenses, HsncQck directed Hott and Egsn to return their 

divisions to their old C2JnpS near the Norfolk & Petersburg r~ilroc.d~ 

I ~lhile waiti:ng at I,Tidovl Srrd.th' s for Egan's colurrm to appesr, }lott 

I SHit Pierce's brigade to Colonel Viy-att' S. 

by the time Egan's troops "ere b2.ck in the 

It was starting to get dark 

ct~mp.' , in': rea.r of Fort Bros's out 

10f "mieh they had marched 52 hours earlier, Hott's division returned 

t o Southall's at 5 p.m., where the general massed Pierce's and: HeAllister' 5 

IbrigadeS, '/.'1ile De l'robriand' s brige.de camped nea r Chi eves ' house . 23 

I " Crawford' s ~ivi.:~on Vias the, first V Corps unit to retire from 

Hocccher Run, takJJ1g ,,1',8 r02.d bsce: to Fort Cummings . By 10:30 Egan's 

land Crawford ' stroops ,,'ere out of sight, so ;:.srl'en notified Parke that 

he ',ias ready to.recall Griffin's division. 

I Chief of Staff H~~phreys at 6:45 a.m. had notified Parke that he 

I

was to be prepared to withdl'a", during the morning into the entrenchments 

from which his IX Corps had rr.arched on the 27th. Either Beade ' s head-

I quarters or \-larren ,'could notify Parke ",hen to retire, a s he "as to pull 

back simultaneously with the V Corps. Should Parke not require his artil-

I 
~ 

lery to cover his retrograde, it could precede him. 

I 

Ackno"iledging H=.phreys' 

batteries had accompanied his 

communication, Parke announced that tvlO 

colU!!U1s, one ",as ,lith Potter at Havlks' and 

I t he other in Ferrero's rear at ""atkins' • 26 Orders had been given for all 

"iheeled vehicles to stc.rt for tbe r8ar . 

I P2.rke ' s people had spent the afternoon and evening of the' 27th erect-

l ing breas t'" rorks . 

y2.Y<l '5 of the fortific.s.tions held by Heth I 5 division. 

v.fillcox's division on the left ha.d dug in ",ithin 250 

Some of the blue-

I 



I 

I 
cO2-t ed 

On Willcox's left, Hartranft's battle ,line "'as in contact with 

l1.cke1 ' s briga,de of. Griffin' s dj,vision. 1<lhile Hartranft's troops '-'ere 

j_g,~i!1g in, the 51st Pennsylvznia held the picket line. He.r tr2nft at 

t Sk had recalled t he Pennsylvanians, a11d each regiment Has made respon­

s i ble for manning t he line of outposts to its front . Colonel . :'Outcheon, 

hrj.ge..de was i n position on H2.rtl'~nft T s right:l leal':n.eo. from Colonel 

. arch at 2 p . m. that . the 2d Hichigan Ha S nearly out of cartridges . The 

' Oth Ohio ".;as advanced and relieved the 2dNichigan on the skirmish l ine. 

In the extrerr.e left , sol diers of the 2d Nichigan had penetrated so deeply 

into the i'elled timber that it Has i mpossible for them to retire by day-

Along tOT,,,-ard derk: Confeder-ates froP.l Davis I Nississippi Brigade 

(

de a sort i e and captured thes e }:€opJ,e • 

. ct been held in reserve till 5 p.m. Hclaughlen at that hour shifted one 

Hillcox's 3d Brigade, Hclaughlen's, 

I ;ing to ~iilkins ' to cover the 34th Ne'lT York Battery, arld the other to the 

- .. 27 right to oonstitute a res erlie to Ferrero ' s Negro Dl.vl.sl.on . 

I Their troops were a greater distance from the Confederates than 

. {illco x.t:s , - so 

~icket l ineS . 

there Has little activity along Fe'rrero's and Potter's 

laree fatigue pa rties ,,;ere kept employed throughout the 

d . d 28 r .fternoon and Hell into the night sl ashing timber an opem.ng 1'02. s . 

At 11 a.m. on October 2B Griffin and Viillcox, Hhose divisions \;ere 

Iser..arated f r om the Confederat e fortifications by s everal. hunc.red yards 

of timber- stre'.-m ground, prepared to reti re. Bre2-1<ing contact Hi th an 

I c.ggr eSSiVe foe, such as the Arrrcy of Northern Virginia, can be a difficult 

To conce2.1 their intentions, Griffin and oIillcox had their brigade 

con,,=ders push skirmishe rs up agaj,nst the s l ashings . The Confederates 

I lat d2.ybr e2.k had rushed. the outposts held by Griffin:! s :Left fl2nk brigad", 
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I • (1Isgory 's), but they had been repulsed . 

no dii'ficulty in "d thdrawi.ng Gregory's aEd 

Griffin on the left • encountered 

Sickel ' s units. 

I A dark and stonEY night had compelled GeEeral Hzo.pton to suspend his 

atte.ck, shortly after Butlerts division on the left and Hooney Lee's on 

tl right. had established contact. Hampton told Lee and Butler to picket 

tr i,'> fronts 

brecd< • 

and be prepared to resume the fight with the II Corps at day-

I Hampton a'1d Heth met in the rein to perfect their plans for the next 

d<~y. A plan for joint-.sct..icn he-ving beer: agreed to, HcITlpton returned to· 

I s command post . One of Heth ' s aides rode u,:, at 3 :30 a.m., a'1d told the 

Ifvalr-J l eader that 

he had anticipated . 

Jtth the cavalry. 

his general had been une.ble to get the reinforcements 

Consequently, Heth ':QuId not be able to co--operate 

Daybrea.,<: revealed to Hampton and his troopers the.t the II Corps had 

l iven them the slip . Several hours pas sed before Hampton . ,as able to 

I rganize a pursuit . vfnen the Confederate horsesoldiers moved out, Dear~ 

-:wg 's brigade took the lead. A short distance beyond Dabney's Hill on 

, the road to Armstrong's, Dearing's vangu.ard clashed with I'falsh ' s troopers. 

I The bluecoats viere ohased across Hatcher Hun. 

: I General Griffin sent his reserve brigade, Bartlett 's, to cope with 

I r hiS threat . Bartlett deployed his footsaldj_ers to the left ar;d right 

of Dunc~n road , advanced the 1st Vd.chigan and the 118t!; PerL'1sylvania as 

I st,:irr::iSherS J end \·J2.ited for the butternuts. Dearing ' s trcopers crossed 

Hatcher Run at Armstrong's . 

I line , Dearing called a halt . 

But on sighting Bartlett I s 1d<3i ting battle 

After some harmless skirnd.shing at extreme 
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I raf:ge3 , the Confederates 
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• • rl'h e V Corps, upon Dearing! s retirement, returned to its C2.f:1pS by ·~·rr ... y 

~ncan and Squirrel Level roads, ~~thout further adver,ture. 

\rJil lcox ' s division ~;as as!:i gned the task of covering the IX Corps I 

retii'errlent . Cutcheon 1 s brigcde e.xteEded to t he right cLDd relieved 

I Ferrero's out posts ., As soon as his skirmis'hers reported to their tmits, 

Ferrero put his division in 

I shnni,sh line posted behind 

motion for Fort Cummings . Covered. by a strong 

the barric2.des", 1iillcox 1 s brigade cCTfmanders 

I retired their units a short distance and re-formed them into line of bat­

t le . The pickets then pulled back. Over on the left, while Hartranft ' s 

I battle line was in i'Jatkins' field and his s kirmishers 'in Clements I (ield , 

Davis ' 

I"[tebel 

Hiss issippians charged over the abandoned breast"orks ~rith wild 

Yell s . It They) hCi-feviSr) cho se not to press their advant2.ge. 

I Continuing the retrograde, 1;.fillcoxnext dre" up his troops near the 

abandoned Rebel Redoubt, and .,aited till the V Corps' rear guard, ~ralsh '5 

I cavalry, had filed up Squirrel Level road. Heam,hile , General Potter had 

I pulled his troops out of the ne'xly erected >lorks, posting Colonel John 

Curtin" s brigade, supported by a section of the 19th Neh York Battery, a 

I short distance >rest of Fort Cwc",ing" . As soon as the V Corp s "Ias out of 

the ~ay, Willcox"s troops.li.thdreH into the fortified zone out of ;Thich 

I they had ' advanced the previous day. Curtin ' s infantrymen, as soon as 

1. 

By 6 p.m., October 28, Parke 

I 

\,;nlcox 's skirmishers had p3.ssed, ,followed. 
, ' '30 

hed all his troops in their old positior:s 'arid his. picket line :re-est~.b1ished. 

I The l a st bluecoats (not counting ",cunded and stragglers) to leav e the 

a1'(;2, about Burgess ' }iill were 70 men of the 1 st H:i.nnesota and the 7th 

I Ei.chigan . They had fik'lnned the picke t l ine in the \-iocds between ~ihite 

At daybreak it , las disco vered that all thei r com-I Oeck and ph,iLl( r oads . 

r:;'.dt~3 h;;.d g one ~ Cz.ptain James C. Fa!'i.·:ell of the 1 ~-t Nlnnesota J as s enior 
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I • officer present , took charge. He 

l after Hampton ' s horsesoleliers ha~ 

- ----- - - -_ .. _ .. -

• and his men :reme.ined. urldercOVer till 

moved out . in pursuit of the II Corps . 

I crossing the field north of l·:rs. Hai ney 's on the double, the Yanks made 

for the pines bet.,.reen Quc.k er and D2.0?l€Y's 1.'::i .... ll rOeds" Avoi ding rOctds 

I Wherever possible, Fe.r..rell and his men hea ded southeast , and succ eeded 

i n r egaining the Union lines- by ltf2.y of Rear£l..8 I Station. In w.aking their 

I getaviay, the footsoldiers h,-ice clashed with roving mounted Confederate 

31 
I l'atrols. 

I 
General Nelson Hiles on the evening of October 27 ordered out h lo 

I concat patrols. Thes e groups "Iere to probe the Confederate defenses to 

I their front to ascertain if t he Rebel 

oppose the Army of the Potomac's drive 

generals· \-Jere withdra ... ,..ing men to 

to>Jard the South Side Pc2.Hroad. 

Icaptai n Jeremiah Z. Bro>rrl of the 148th Permsylvania ,·,lth 100 men moved. 

out of the Union rifle- pits in front of Fort Norton. About the S811e 

I time, 130 bluecoats led by Lieutenant Colonel Denis F. Burke of the 88th 

I Ne;; York braced ther1'.selves 

opposite Fort Sedg,nck~ 32 

to ch2.rge th e Rebel picket line a.t the chirr,neys, 

I General Bushrod Johnson, ;;hose eli vision held the earthworks to Hiles' 

f ront , had made s everal changes in his deployment. Brigadier C-eneral 

I ~iillie.m H. Wallace 's South Carolina. Brigade had been shifted to the right 

I to relieve King's and Her-n.s' brigades of l-I.ahone 's division in the trenches. 

Colonel John T. Goode's Virgini a Brigade was called up from ·the reserve 

I to occupy the rifle-pits vacated by the South Carolinians. These changes 

left Jors,son holding the sector f ro", the Appomattox to Battery No. 30. 33 

I Umd.ttingly, ~:iles hE.d select ed points to be prob ed that Here held 
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I • • r troops u.rlfamiliar hi.th their su.rrotmdings . Brow~'1 and his PennsyJ v.3.nC, 

l ans had onJy 40 yar d s to cover, after they left the pr ot ect ion afforded 

I t ' , r t ' t . ", ' 1 - " 'E t' y nCJ. . rencn8S) 0 r eacn ,-,ne l l' goa. --U2VlQson S f!: Lery .. It "as the 

hour for posting 2.nd relieving s entries> $ 0 

l ay mistook the Yanks for pickets r eturning 

the diVision officer of t he 

to the line. He passed the 

I ,ord for his me n t o hol d t heir fire. 'rroops posted in the rifle- pits in 

re2.l' of the Crater hEd the impression that BrovlTI 2nd his Per~r.sylva.Y1ian$ 

I ;ere deserters conting over to their side . A. light fire, ho;r8ver, was · 

opened by t he butternut.s s·te.tioned in the rifle-pits to. the right e.nd 

l eft of Davidson's Batter;;.' . 

I I With their axes, the Federals i n the me2.ntime had opened 2. pass2.ge 

I through the ~hev2.lt.lS'~.'fris.!:. Pre s sir,g quickly on, they entered t he 

t attery, capturing four officers and 13 enlist ed men of the 37th and 

47th Virginia. The Confeder ates no'" realized that they h.ad been rois­

I taken . A sa vage counteratta ck Has launched by one of Goode's regiment s 

I from the southwest. Before Jules had a chance to take advantage of the 

succ ess scored by ·BrowT, ' s patrol, the butternuts had recov ered Davidson ' s 

I 
3l; 

Battery, taking 15 prisoners . 

It " a s 10 p.m. ",hen Burke 's patrol charged t he Confedera.te line of 

l outposts l:rest of the Rives Salient. The "intense darkness and rain" 

II covered t he bluecoats ' advance , a nd they carried about 200 yards of 

pi ck et line held by tile Holcombe South Ca.rolina Legion, capturing ei ght 

I Southerners . ~'ihereuponj the Conf ederate ar.till.ery opened along the en­

tire front. The Union c annoneers replied . A furiolls cannonade ensued, 

1I lc-. ~ t ing f or a bout 30 lninl)tes. Covered by this bombardment, General 

I liG.l l a ce o rganized a 200-man detachment .from the Legion a nd t he 18th 

Sot<t i1 C2roJ.ina . Head ed by Captain A. V. Bro,m o f the Legi on, the 
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I • • lIolunteers' &dvanced to r ecover the line of outposts. The South CarolL~­

:tans cautiously approached to within 20 or 30 yards of the picket li!1e 

I!:d t hen charged, recovering t he ~ .. iDrk5 and If capturi ng 14 prisone!'s, ,·.'ith 

their arms and 2.ccQuteraents, and a s~all lot of intrenching t ools." 35 

I Hiles' tHin thrusts against Johnson's division had i mmediat e and 

_
. 1('.[.:ort.a!'l"t. repercussions. Gene ral Hi l l, vmo had been vii lling to increa.se 

~::. c,.J.. T'c>ngt'n 0" >1 +' 1 J. -';1 ~, "' , . • ,.' , .... I • )I. 
. . ..... u 1" •. ,-,~ 1. • e .. !l. S svr-!..K .!J lg ~o! ce , nO VI ·nCl.Q e. c n <2.!1ge 01 neart. . No 

l einforc;ements would be fo rthcoming, and Hampton a nd Heth ;;auld have to 

f orego the. joi nt infa ntry-cavalry a ttack on ·the II Cor ps s cheduled for 

. <.YOreak on the 28th. Indeed , Hill >f2,S s o alarmed fo r the saf\lty of the 

l ecto r held by Jo!mson 's division t hat orders ,;ere issued recalling 

' :.?hone and t he t hree brigades Hith vmich he h2cd m2crched to meet the 

l ederals. 36 

Under t he cover of darkness, 

lr-igadeS t hat had crossed Hatcher 

Heth had r ecalled the four infantry 

Run t o car ry the fight t o the Prrr:y of 

rhe POtOlfl.aC. 

consider <?bl e 

Two of t he brigades (l-:acP.ae Is and ~T~isiger' s) retired in 

disorder. ' ihen ~:ajor J, R. Le>relle.n must ered the 12th 

l irginia, he found that he ha d l ost 3 killed) 13 wounded, <?nd 76 miss ­

ing and presumed t o be prisoners . 37 One of VacRae's veterans recalled, 

. 'The afftir at Burgess ' H~ll was marred by t he misunderstanding of his 

I rders by an officer in high rank, by ~fhich he failed to r einforce as 38 

:tnstruc ted" our .b r igade, thereby causing us to suffer a heavy loss . 

• Ne<is that t he II Corps h.ad stolen a lfl.arch on Hampton and Heth, 

c 2,Ilscd Hill t o f ret . He fea red that unless Hahone marched r2cpidly, 

I he Fed erals ".:ould effect such a concentrat ion in f ro nt of John&:>n ' s 

I; e~~:o r th8,t the y would be able to sco re a breakthrough. Sergeant !Oale 

rb~'c !·t ed th,~ t his brigade ) along 'fa t h Harris I and King I s ) hurri ed b.s.ck 

t ... '.· •. '.· .. :,' r 
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I • • old plr:,c f~ It "ias discovered Iton getting to QU !.' 

j
~ our "old positions. II 

!lei; the enemy had attacked in addition to our right, our extreme left; 

l Et"). ?J.so on the Baxter road, but \-[er e defeated in all their attempts. 

So 8t".ds another tOn to F.ichmond . t u 39 

I 'l'he Arrrw of the Potomac listed its casualties in the battle of the 

" o/ citon Ple.ll.l<: Road as 166 killed, 1,028 

Ilhese , the II Corps r~d lost the l i on's 

>lound ed, a nd 561, m:i.ssing . - Of 

40 
420 missing . Confederate casualties were never completely re-

por ted. The Union provost-marshal reported that 530 Confederate pri­

-l oners from 1tleisiger 1 5 , Cooke: s, and N~.cPae 1 s brigades "I)-ere s e!lt in by 

the II Corps, Vlhile 11,8 s oldiers (all from I".feisiger ' s brigade, except 

l or a fe~r straggler s from Cooke 's brigade) had been turned ove r to his 

t eoPle by the V 

Thus -ended 

Corps. 
41 

Twenty Rebel cava lrymen had also been counted. 

the most ambitious of the Union attempts in the a utumn 

lor 1864 to outflank t he Rich,-nond- Petersbur g line. It closed ... 'i th a 

I
confederate vic tory . 

great battle in this 

Hany soldiers hoped that this ,rould be the l ast 

sector f o r the year, because of the "leather , which had 

I been 

ber. 

mild and open i n October, became uncertaj_n with t he opening of Novem-

I It should have been a pparent by noVi to Grant and Heade that by 

sending columns out 

l line the. t they "iere 

to threa.ten the flanks of the Richmond-Pet ersburg 

playing into General Lee ' s hands . Each time that 

I it Has tried, t he COf'~federates used th "ir ent r encru")'!en ts to hold the 

Federals to their front i n check 'Nith a conYJ.ratively small force , Yi'h ile 

I th ey concentrated agai.ns t the flanking ~olUJ!'l.n a sufficient force to buf-

it back , or at leas t c ripple its ~dvance . 
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• • THB BATTLE OF THE BOYDTON PLANK RDAD, OC'l'OBER 27-28 , 1864 

Chapter V 

I1eade Cuts His COmTd .tments a.nd Pulls B2.ck 

Not es 

Q. i!: . , S€ries I, Vol. XLII, pt. Ill, 381-382. 

roid., 3$2 . . 

Ibid. 

Q. ~., Ser ies I, Vol. XLII, pt . I, 194, 236. 

Ibid., 348 . 

Ibid., 412, 1,28; Billings, Historx 9.J. t he .1 ot11. ~?c'!.~~~hu~!:.ts Battery, 366 . 

In the battle, Batteries C and I, 5th U. S. Light Artillery had expended 

237 rounds of solid shot, 147 shells, 248 rounds of spherical case , 

and 3~ rounds o,f _~anister. 

O.<,Il.., Series"rj Vol. XLII, pt. I, 348, 360. 

Ibid., 343, 368, 395 . 

Ibid., 298, 303, 320, 327. 

Ibid., 609, 622, 61,1, 648. Before moving out, Gregg's hospital 

ste\olards had collected all the division Hounded . As all the injured 

could not b e placed in ambulances, Doctor Elias J. ~~rsh utilized the 

wagons captur ed in the morning, along ',lith tl'{O infa.'ltry e.mnunition 

Hagons. In this f ashion, he Has able to carr y off t he field about 

100 ,rounded horsesoldiers. Upon reaching Perkins ' , a fiela hospit2,l 

Has est ab lished , end the Hounded were removed from the ambulances . 

By dark all th\'! 'dounds had been dressed, the necessary opera t ions 

pc::!' f'orrr:.ed , and the patient s pl2.c ed on cars that 'V-:ould carry them 
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