
I 

I 
I 

NA°rlNJAL PARK SERVICE 
DENV ER S{::llV\CE CENTER 
BRANCH o-F r~HC RQGRAPHIC'& .. 

,- ,l.IBRAn'CCa~'(LJ-=-~;'5'';B;£;:;i 

TdE BATTLE OF TdE JERUSALEH PLA.1'lK ROAD 
JUNE 21-24, 1 86£:· 

!ehapteri I _ General Heade Sends Two ' Corps Across the ,Plank Road 
':;;~j'.: 

C~a?te'r t .I .- Hahone Staggers the II Cor~s 
., .. '", 

Chapter' .111 ~ General Hrigh t is Par<'. lyzed by the Confederates 
J::"'. ~. 

Cllap te; "IV ' - Hagood's Brigade Takes a Bea t ing 

( 

c 

,. 

.:'~ 

, ".":' 

by 

Ec.1Hin C.' Bearss 
Research ·Historian 

February , 1966 

UNITED STATES 
DEPAR11'iENT OF THE UlTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

SCANNED YpJoO 

D-I-1 ; 

. , 

j 

\ 
~:: 

,. 'i: 

'. , 



• • 
TreE BA.TTLE OF TilE JERUSALEH PLANK ROAD, JUNE 21-24, 1864 

I 
Chapter I 

General 1ofea.de Sends T;.ro Corps Across The PlarLl{ Hoa.d 

I 
A£'ter their f ailure to breakthr0l::gh ', ' the reorganized Confederate 

"-
defense line 0:1 June 18 , 1864, 'the U:1ion genera.ls determined 

to: ir:,sst the cit:,r partially b;\' a line of entrenc hmer,ts' aimed at the South 

'~:,: 'I Railroad . These earthHorks .rere to consist of redoubts connected 

t ;' l if,;e- Pits" fronted by abatis, from _<lhich entire divisions could be 

1.-:t ;-,c.r2.',-m at any tinw-, leavi.ng a suffici'e!'it f orce to hold the fortifica-

"1-. ";;-:: e". The corps pulled out of the "~fo rk s 'rlOul d be f ree to assail General 

L-:;(er-t E . Leers Army of Northern VirgL"'1ia "in unexpected'quarters s outh) 

()"I'Ien nortn , of the James .II 1 

. I Fajor General George G. Heade on June 20 determined to r edeploy his 

h:-:;v of the Potomac. The ,rorks assigned his army Hould be held by the 

'i'II, ,mo. IX Corps, while the II Corps l'iould constitute a strategic 

)"-, crve. l~llen he notified Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant of this,­

J.(I'e reported that prisoners a11d contrabay,ds questioned by his people 

\., .• , of the opinion that General Pierre G. T. Beauregard had been r ein­

fe., "" C: by t\-lQ divis i ons of Lieutenant General Ambrose P. Hill's III Corps, 

/" 1' cf Northern Virginia, Patrols s ent out by the V Corps on ]'ieade ' s 
"I ~ :-. , • 
.. ".- '- :".;.c. disco.vered that the Confederates I fortifications continued to 

ll -;,,·:~ f"-rther than they had been able to reconnoi ter . 2 

:I" "c':,' :~rall'reade' s infor!llE,t ion Has correct. 

.. ~ o , !'C; on the 18th ",-ith General Hill's III 

General Lee had reached 

Corps and two divisions 

'::'I \C-" - Corps , Hajor Generals Charles \'I. Field ,'s and Joseph B. Kershaw's, 

~ c ivision l .. rhi.ch e..rrived first marched out the Baxter roc.d ) a.TJ.d 
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• • ,I v :ving i nto the rifle- pi ts r elieved the sol diers of f!,ajor General Sushrod 

h . ,Johnson's combat-,;ea r y d ivi s ion. 1;lben Fiel d 's but t ernuts r eached t he 

1 ":;-sncnes , " they filed int o posi t ion OIli Kersha",ls right . 3 It was 

1 O• , .. r:' , ', '_ . .... 

. t-i on 

Hhen Hill 's corps crossed 'the Appomattox River and moved into posi-

on the extreme r~ght , t hus extending the front well 

t hat l ed f rom PetersbUTg to 1,relclo:'1, North Carolina . 

beyond the r a i l -

4 

General Lee had r eached Peter s burg about 11 a . ll'. . a nd rode out to the 

1 ' f r0nt to j oin Beauregard . Together they i nspected the liJle that Beaure-

I. u 'rd IS chief engineer , Colonel D. B. Ha rris , had laid out the previous 

night.: '· I t was so clos e to the c:i.ty t hat '"hen Grant organized his front, 

1 f he) c ity could be shelled . Other' . .;i s e , Lee could find no f aul t wit h it . 

. Col onel Har ris had excelled hi"self i n selectL~g the bes t available ground , 

1 \;~~Ji h~ had scar c ely a moment to spa r e . Beauregar d was so elated with 

carried out , and so r eass ured 

1 
\' h~>'~.~~e " i th >Ihichthe evacuati on had been 

b; 't.h~ ·· arrivaiof Kersha'f and Field that he propos ed an attack on the 

Il.:t"i~~'an.1c of t he Army of the Potomac . Lee r ejected Beauregard 's idea, 

. : c6~te~d~~g that' t he troops ;[ere t oo exhausted t o seize the init iative . 5 

1 :.' ,--</.A?-thoug.J., "No" wa s s aid t o him on ,Tune 18, Beauregard soon learned 

t:t::a t.:'t~e "never lost an opportun,ity of delivering a blow when he saw a 

1 hl.:- ~;enL'lg . n For f our r easons , it .Jas di ffi cult for the Confedera tes 

I. : ~'·" $.:r:i..l;:.e soon or hea vily at Petersbur g .. Be.caus e of t he strength of t he 

' ::' t';e::;;ls.' pos iti on and the weight of number s, the Rebels could not a f f ord 
-,. ,-, . .,. 

l': -~, t~~k Union entrenchments unless the situati on was desperate . The 

a t the same t i me had t o guard the approaches 

Petersburg and, thi r d , cost ,Jhat i t might, t he 

1 r ; .. :/ ":~s t keep open lines of supply from t he Souther n Heartland . nIf t his 

t ~ done, II Lee ... .'x·ote J II I s ee no "tie.y of 'o.trerting the t errible di se.ster 
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1 • • 
It::~t .lill ensue. II From this statement Lee had to except the Petersburg & 

~:~:r;.on . That 'line \·I2.S doomed, though sound logistics dew.anded its pro-

It,, " :.~on and use as long as this could be done ' .. d.thout excessive loss of 

I;' 'e \\'henever other railroads ,Jere assailed by 

: :~ d~fended to the lil!1it by Rebel horsesoldiers . 

Union cavalry, they must 

Finally, in the planning 

I ,:.d execution of 

crippled by lack 

this difficult military course, the Confederates were 

of manpower and by the loss of leaders . 6 

1 Heade on the 20th visited Grant's City Point headquarters . There 

' I tL~ .. ;rO, generals . discussed steps for forcing t he. conf~derates ~ut of 

Felersburg. To Lncrease the strength of the prOJectea strategLc reserve, 

'I Gr;:;t determined to order the leader of the P.rmy of the James, Najor Gen­

e~ai: Benjamin F. Butler, to extend his lines to the left and occupy groun.d 

II,c; ... ·'~~ld by the VI Corps. vihen he moved to the left , Grant cautioned 

I h~.te,nit wil;L be advisa,ble to do it by rapid movement, and ,lith as 

It , l':~,~;;':f0rce as possible . II 

" I ''-';'ig~~~ti~r would be told to see that the redeployment of his XVIII Army 

· :: c:,~?i~ ~~S' compl eted by noon the next day . The heavy artillery companies 

li,{' ;;:£~t~',to r eport to the XVIII Corps, Grant hoped, would be able to des­

t~~;'r~~' railroad bridges spanning the Appomattox, and possibly silence 

1 t,.~ :'6~iJ~~rates I big guns north of the river. 7 

1 
;1 
~:'I 
, \1 

i 

A.ft~r ,returning to his headquarters, Meade forwarded a meGlorandum 

the master plan agreed upon at the City Point meet-

IT\\,." '(:" 

.~ " " :~ ,~e left of Najar General Gouverneur K. ~,[arren ' s V Corps at the 
' < 

,,-~-t<J;t "i2~ , ,anchored on the Jerusalem ~lank Hoad . During the night the 

~-'.{: :",: !> -"ouid be relieved,the IX Corps extending to the right t o re-

~~~<:. :". t:.1;: !!"'.en of the II- Corps . The II Corps ~Duld then be rrassed on 

the Fifth. As soon as the VI Corps vIas relieved. 

3 
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I • • I cl Eutler' '" troops, Neade ';uuld advaflce westwc.rd with his strategic reserve 

uG. encea.7c-::' to reach the Appomattox west of Petersburg. 8 

1 1.:ajor ~enera.l David B. Birney (-:.'rho had assllliledcharge of the II Corps 

1 
tfi J11!le 18~ when Major General ~iinfield S. Hancock had been compelled to 

l'eli!"Qu.isl: :;ommand.) because his Gettysburg "round had become v,ery painful) 

1 been r~~--:'ified at 8:45 a.m~ that the VI Corps ;.';'3.3 to relieve the divi-

1 
1 
I 

1 
1 
1 

d.0110f hi:: corps on the right, while Najar General A.mbrose E. Burnside's 

wa-s to relieve the rerrBinder of his troops. Upon being pulled 

the-,Jorks, Birney was to camp the II Corps i.n rear of the forti-

':sld by the V Corps, "at some point easily accessible from all 

of t':,~ position now held by the arrr~, and from the crossing of the 

n 9 

rsceipt of this message, Birney alerted his division commanders 

10 
the::cr units ,Iell in hand and be ree.dy to march as soon as relieved. 

;; :ffe,,.d'9- :s headquarters at 10:1,5 o'clock notified Birney that it would 

da:~k before his corps could be pulled out of the lLfles. 11 

".·~ .. ;,lth 

spent much of the day reconnoitering the ar·ee. behind 

to select ground where Birney could mass his divisions. Chief 

Ch?-rles H. "i~rgan, after studying the terrain, informed Birney 

~orpsr left should rest on the Norfolk & Petersburg Railroad, 

;,tluld ple.ce it bet\.reen Baxter roe.d and the tracks. The only good 

_:r c ;,t':~\ ~ 12 
~"~ .. g~gr~-,:und If in this area ",r2.S near Averyt shouse. 

:1 \(:tth t~::e hou.r at 1dhic!L his soldiers '.'fere to be relieved at hand) 

1 
at 7':40 p.m. inquired of l·:eade, "Is it essential that my corps 

{ ;, . ~<::"'..;."'Jn exactly in re,~r of General 1'Iarren IS left, or will it do 

1 .::C s rear?" All that he ha.d heard from Colonel Horgan indi-

:;'.-:-~e terrain to the rea.r of the V Corps' left i'laS livery mlJC(). 

1 
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• • 
oestructed," and at night it. would be difficult to march across. 13 With~ 

in 25 rr>inutes Birney had his a ns'"er . He could lI'ZSS his troops at any point 

behind Tdarren, provided his divisions could be shifted rapidly a.rtd vdthout 

confusion into position on the l eft of the V Corps. 14 . 

General Heade at 8 : 15 a . m. had alerted J.lajor General Horatio G. Wrig.ht 

of the VI Corps t hat he "/{28 to have his troops hold their grolm.d until no­

.. tified differently, as he lVaS t o relieve part of the Second Corps . 15 Fif-

teen minutes later, Hrig.ht l earned what he was to do.' He was to replac e 

one of Birney's divisions , a~d hold the earth~~rks from Hare's house to 

the Appomattox. One VI Corps divis i on Has to watch the river, while t he 

16 
e~rth'iorks facing t he Confec.erate fort ified zone ,[ere to be strengthened . 

By 2 p . m. Wr ight had prefected his plans. As .. soon as i t "as dark , 

~roops of Brigadier. Generals David A. Russell 's and Thomas H. Neill's 

divisions, currently post ed in the rifle-pits, were to extend to the left 

rind. relieve ,'fa jor General John Gibbon's II Cor ps division . Before under-
" ,:.' 

I \' I.' sector of the line f or .,hich each would be r esponsible . Briga.dier General 

! ::1, " ~l'~~; B • . Ricketts' d}'vis ion would continue to be in reserve . Three hundred 

{~~ing this movement, Russell and Neill were to consult and det ermine the 

).. ':.', ':,,:':, ': 

(I . ~en ;;ere to be deta iled by Ricketts to patrol the banks of the AppOlr.attox 

l : f;~m .the· empl acements ,ihere the cannoneer s of Bat tery H, 1st Ohio Light 

Battery E, 1st Rhod e Island Light Artillery had mounted 

t he- fleet anchorage . 17 

"ean'tihile, Eeade had got in touch >lith the comr,lander of his L\: Corps, 

'I"'.:':: . q~.~el'al Burnside. The IX Corps "as to extend to the right 8.nd relieve 

~: :':: e:;'s troops as f ar as Hare ' s house . 18 Lat er in the morning, /{eade ' s 

I 
I ' :. 
~. '~.'.' .. 

C" . ' 
.;, ", of Staff, Andrew A. Humphreys, info r med Burns i.de that he "ould also 

J· ·;~-:::d his left ar.d occupy as much grGuncl cU!'r'_Entl y held by t he V Corp~ 

',' ~< ;~-:-;;;:~ io J. e . 1 9 
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I • • I Burnside as his first order of business inquired ' of General Birney, 

I I' ~01 .. ~· many trcops are needed to occupy t he tr~nches from the IX Corps J 

( gilt to the Hare house? " 20 

:.!'. 
"Four thousand men, II. without any r eserves , ' could hold the first line, 

21 
Bir['~e;y replied . 

I This shocked Burnside" beca.use he h2.d only 3, $00 available) and he 

be;'i .there ;"fere bro II Cor j:s divisions and six batteries (not less than 

';, 1 0,000 men) posted along th8.t sector of the front. Exartining his mOTn-

• ng reports, Burnside s a;, that exclus ive of Brigadier C-eneral EdHard 

':"'lIPerrero l s diVision, Hhich was under orders to report t o General Butler, 

l i s entire corps did not muster 10, 000 effectives. NOVi, to make matters 

"orse, he had received instructions to relieve part of }!arren ' s l ine . 

':·I~nSide protested that a too great extension of the frontage held by 

.lihe IX Corps, suc~2as contemplated by army headquarters, could jeopar­

II!!lze i ts safety. 

<II ', ' .. Acknowledging Burnside 's mes sage, Nee.de' s headquarters observed, the 

: ;}Z Corps >las lito hold the position defensively, " and that the orders f or 

'\\:I~n:ero's division to report t o Butler had been canceled . Moreover, the 
' -" .' ',' 

directive for Burnside 

;:~a~ , "conditional" upon 

to extend his left to relieve part ofl'farren' s right 

'. 23 
his IIfinding it practicable ' to do so. II . 

:1" Burnside at 7:20 p .m. notified J4eade that the two divisions slated to 

:. _/:" l~~;" _ . 
., ,' .. .. '~~"ce the II Corps troops 'fere r eady to march. Once again, he .,-anted 

i:"· I ,::c .peoPle at army headqlle,rters to kreoH that he would be unable to throw 

l i:::;~,e::C::::dt::e;:~me A:~::r s::e t:::~ ;:t:2:h::o:~:::-:~:: :5 s:::n:o

r

-

I ""'''' oe kept in the i>lorks currently held by the IX Corps , which .. rere 

." -.. ~ " :i::~; '}rt.:?:::lt. 2h 
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I ',,'" 

• • I Grant, follo>d.ng Heade ' s departure from City Point, got in touch with 

I 
Ger:>eral Butler. Butler 1'I1'.S , i nfonned of t he design "to e nvelop Petersburg 

so a.s to have the left of t he Army of the Pot omac rest on the Appomatto:<. . . . " 

Such anundertaki11g Hould make offensi ve operations along the Bennuda Hund·· 

red Line impracticable until the neH position had been ta..1<:en up and fort i ­

I fied . To r el ease a s marry VI Corps troops a.s possible for this movement, 

I 
liutler 'iaS to extend his left. The f orce posted behreen t he James and 

A?porr~ttox f,/-aS to be red.uced lito the lowest nu.mber n necessary to hold 

;ofthe Appomattox. I 
, £oe trenches. The troops t hus relieved ,,,ere to cross to the south ba..'J.k 

'~:, .' 

Butler 'las urged to s ee that this redeployment Has 
·;'\ ':, r I /~Jedited, so as to relieve t he VI Corps by noon on Jmle 21. 25 

";':,:-.' 

I' :, :t;or General William F . "Baldy" Smith to get the troops of his XVIII 
:. -;.:.y I" ':,ryps "ready to cross ,the Appomattox at daylight •... " Units from the 

f, .,;<'-Co'rps 'rere to, r elieve soldiers of the XVIII Corps on the Berrcud1'. 

,In accordance with Grant's directi ve, Butler at 7:30 p.m. direct ed 

I ";~~f~?d Line. vmen he JIl.arched, Smith Has to take with him b·ro batteries 

$', /?,f a.rtillery . 26 

, ' I~ ~~o::::;:::::f::, ':h::'::':::::~:'::: ::',:I::,:::~i-
i'hem.. 27, 
! 
1 

, , 
,', I 

11, 
1 

It 
11 

,At 8 p.n.,on June 20,the tel egraph key in Burnside's headquarters 

out the message, "Relieve Gener e.l Birney at once. If neces sary 

t ,.+ 28 
. ~" :rour Whole corps in pos i tion ." Burnside, after reading the com-

t:1.:i!ication, s houted for several st1'.ff-officers . One t.'aS told to tell 

C:-i~dier General Orlando B. ~Iillcox t hat he t.'aS to relieve t he II Corps I 
",.. . 
: .. L:'U DiviSion, ';Ihile Brigadier General James H. Ledlie \"as to put his 

t ~' ''',_:-. . 
. " -' ,.I ~',~' l.n motion f ot' the sector held by Brigcdi.er Genera l Francis C. 

i I 

. .' ;' : 
( ~;; 
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• • 
,I Guided by a staff- officer, ~,ho had previously reconnoit ered the line 

.' '· l~_ .. : . .2-"Ch' \1illcox's division started north 

~c. __ .., of the ruins of the Taylor house . , As 

from i ts camp in the pines; 

the colu;cn approached the 

l ear of the trenches held by Brigadier Genera.l Greshom Hot t' s II Corps 

George.Courthouse road, the officers cautioned bluecoats, via the Prince 

I··, t b . L 29 tr.c:..r men 0 e qu~e v • Ledlie's troops at the s w.e tL'I'.e had moved up 

. ' from their camps near the Shand house to;lard Barlow's sector. The IX 

,. I corps troops by midnight had replac ed Barlow ' s and I·fott' s veterans, 30 

:::l rerrero 's " N~grO Divisi on had been advanced and occupied the line of 

~;.: rifle-pits overlooking Poor Creek . Here t he Negroes ,ioul d be in close 

': I SU?Fort of the soldters of Brigadj.er General Robert B. Pot ter 's Second 

. Di'Tision" L1Corps, who held the ground west of the Horfo1k & Peter s­

,I 'burg; Railroad, gained by Burnside's people in the bloody fight of June 

It 31 

:., Simultaneously, General Nein's VI Corps division had extended ,to 

i :,.I .;~~e" l~ft , relieving Gibbon's II Corps soldiers in the earthworks north 
.• ;0'; ••. .".'. .. 2 

,;<:::OE~~e _Hare house.:3 Orders were given ·in "hispers, as the brigades 

IX·~f ... 't~e II Corps moved back from the ground seized on the 18th. After 
, ,, __ ,--i _.~ __ > ;'. ": . 

It3'e'~~,:viSiQn COIIL"&'1ders had notified General Birney that all their units 

• b,d r~ported " the columns "ere put i n motion for the area Colonel Horgan 

s~lected for the rendezvous. Birney at 5 : 1 0 a .• m. on the 21 st not i-1 
~.-.,-." 
" "'", 

" t ,~ ~i "'}:€ade l 5 headquarters that his corps \'las ,111nassed in rear of lIarren IS 

I hft ,u and ne. ":c,s alai ting further orders. 33 
(~ .... ~ 

'I ': " . ,, ' <..!. cnougn nOl1'inally " :L"1 r eser ve ," t he soldiers of the II Corps did 

."£-:;ur:d on this fact any gre?t expectattons f or a. long rest, " f or t hey 

:',,'.;.-.: ~.,. f' . '. -. ,,~ org01:ten the rerr.ark of a member o f the Irish Brtgade on t he 

"~"; ~'::' : r 11ihen Sri g2.oier General Gsorge n. Cald .... ;el l formed his di.vis ion 

I 
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• • I in a line of battalions in mass , behind Haj or General Daniel Sickles' III 

Corps at Gettysburg, and the men were told that they were to ·be in reserve. 

I IIIn r esarve; jis, resarved for heavy fightin f.1I This rerrBrk , emphasized 

I 
oSs it >las by Cald.,ell' s experi ence in the wheatfield, had become prover-

::'icl in the II Corps. Consequently, the troops Here not surprised in the 

I let?~st) 1\nen orders caJne to move out. 

At 7: 1 5 <!eade instructed Bi rney to shift his corps farther to the 

I south, arid to take position on the left of \'ja r ren ' s V Corps. On doi-Dg 

·1 
so) Birney \'iaS t o extend lias f er to the left as practicable, enveloping 

arId keeping as close as possible to the enemy 's line ." \'ihen BiTney car-

.1 ried out this movement , it was hoped at army headquarters t hat the II 

Cprps ,",'Ould gain possession of t he Weldon PJJ.ilroad. The VI Corpsdur": 

;1' in~thenight would. be pulled out of the Narks, post ed on Birney 's left, 

and endeavor to breakthrough to the Appomattox >lest of Pet ersburg . 35 

tl ·, The only cavalr-J in the immediate neighborhood was a detachment led 

~ I :" ' ~;r'Captain Benjamin \'1. Crm·minshie:Ld. Since these horsesoldiers .,ere 

t p,icketing the V Corps ' left, Heade atB:25 directed Harren to turn 

II 
~ ., 

I 
'" 

I 
I 
I 

< •. 

Cro;mi-l'J.shieid's detachment over to the II Corps . Birney woul d have 

~~t cavalry advanc e in"to the region between the Jerusalem Plarik and 
',.,, - .;, 

lJ~, ·" . 
'(~:haxroads , and see if .: it. : could pinpoint t he Confederates ' de-

c 36 
~ ,,~~ses . 

As soon as Birney passed the 'hDrd, t he corps moved out--Barlow's 

~ ) '_: - . 
'' '' c,Sl.on, screened by Crohni.nshield' s troopers, took the l ead , folloHed 

~ ~.' .... ,' .. 
' ,' "::'oocn.'s and Hott's bluecoats . The sun had r eached its zenith by the 

t \ .... ~ 
,.,." '::"-1"10'" s v anguard, ~mich had taken the Toad leading by Southall's) 

: '-:'"C;, the J eru.sal em Plank Roa.d, one-half mile east of R. \iilliams' hous e . 

: '.:>'- ':';-- y..1 
~ .. c:.~ ... Qt,_! calIed a short h8.1t, Hhile he conferred 'ltrith his brigade com-

Q , 

, 
1 . 
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1 • • 
ITI·dars . The absence of any cornmanding elevations lilnited visibility . 

reachi ng t he plank roaci, the Federals had passed thr ee open 

on their right 'and one ' on their l eft . :'Jater ltreS short; many of 

.: tl soldiers had. emptied their canteens. 

1,<[est of Uilli2!flS 1 _ These fields drained 

There were s everal l arge fields 

to the south L~to Second S,mmp. 

'I; "loods to :the west and P'O::,tfP,'Jest had not been reconnoitered, so Birney 

'if concerned l est he blunder into a trap . He therefore directed Gibbon 

f.1l ~Iott to mass their divisions in 1"lill iams l fields, west of the plank 

the \~eldon Railroad . 37 

Id. 
. ur,dertake a forced reconnaissance toward 

Barlo.: ,tas t o employ his i nfantry . and. Crowninshield ' s cavalry and 

'I Spec.rheaded .by the hor5esoldiers, Barlow's division moved out" tak­

;;! ing the road to Globe Ta vern . By 1: lOp. m. the lead brigade (Brigadier 

·,·: I neral NelsonA. !',Hes'), ,;ith ,·/nich Barlow rode, had penetrated to wi th-

'I tM. and one- half miles of the I·reldon Railroad . For t he pas t ten or 15 

!r~nu\es , . CrOl'mit1shield' s troopers had been in contact with dismounted Rebel 

i(/,"I ValrYmen of Brigadier General Rui'us Barringer ' s North Carol ina Brigade . 

j';'I::::g:o::e~::::n:o "f::p::;q::d c:::::n:::e:: ::::s:::s h:::. re:::::::::' 

'.·.·.·.·. I'~e. .' 
, :;. 

" . 
61 st New York to t he right and the 81 st Pennsylvania to the left. 38 

Cro,minshield and his t r oopers s eemed unwilling to close with t he 

_:12~ } , so Barlol'i used them t o cover his flanks, a.s the rugged footsoldiers 

.':",," \;,.~ ' t[~s : 2-d U'. s. 

;1 ::,,:, hour, . the 
~',. ' 

Sharpshooter Regi ment took the l ead . By the end of ~~-

hea.d of the division h2.d penetrated to wil-hi n tltiO miles 

delay the Federals, the Confederates ' had brought artil-

The cannoneers of NcGregor ' 5 Virginia Battery employed 

' I ~' " of ' their guns against t he Federals. BarloH ' s adVat'lee guar d cap-

' '. '' :":":. ~,,,:·r i<::: (i .".·,,_~, ~ ~ t' .- J.. C ' . C ' 1 ",' n" t"e 1 °t 
- - - - L rom . ~.ree i';or l.<n p..rO..L1.na 2.vR .... ry .:.,.eg_me __ l.<s , ! ~ >:I J 26 J 

"'1 
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I • • 
J nd 3d. 

Earlm;;, Hnen he had ' c6riunitted his i nf:.ntry, hErd- been" U:.Y).der the as sump­

l ien that he ~·;o·uld be supported by Gibbon '; d.i v;.sion. Learning no'" that 

f ibbon's division had been halted after cr)ssing the pla.."1k road; Barlov' 

decided tha t he had better get in touch ',,:'~h Birney . A st2.ff-officer 

It::ur..ciered D.ff lJ.rith an inquiry. Barlo;,.; \,rct::"d leave it to Birney, lito 

decide ,1hether it 

I Sion farther from 

is safe for us to 'advance ' so as to separate this divi-

the rest of the corps." It vTaS imposs ible, Barlo" wrote, 

, I for his troops to continue to ' press tOl·far': the ':Jeldon Railroad and "keep 

.. up connection ,·d.th the rest of the corps." 39 

Upon the receipt of this messc.ge, Ger.eral Birney recalled Barlov.; ' s 

column. "men his 

Ion ~ioti;(;, ;: l eft, 

troops pulled back, Bar:ow had thenl file into position 

near Williams' house, a::d dug in. From right to left 

"1 ~a!'lov(' s brig2.des Here posted: 

Hl I .40 

Fraser I S, EacDougall ' s) Noroney 1 s) and 

; /.'-~:-:;: ;:;-3:~:~ t~ 
':.I .. ~:\,.{Gibbon's and Mott's divisions in the rae2.ntime had taken position. 

;.:.'".-":. :. ~,. 

·<'.: ~I~bon·'s bluecoats ,[8re on the right and had entrenched west of the 

l;f~~~~lE!m Plank Road, connecting on the r:'ght ,lith the V Corps and on 

i>l th~:'~;ft With Hott's division. The soldiers had erected a double line 

cr;:Lrie-pits in the dense pines fronting the Rebels' ;,orks. Brig2.dier 
. .. ' 

R. Pierce 's B.nd Jfia.jor Timot::y O'Brien's brigades held the I C.,n~r~l Byron 
'~~ "'~ 
, '. ~m ,li!1e , Pierce on the rig.ht; Colonel Tno!n2.s A. Srr~rch 's and Colonel 

~. 'I ' "nh.~., 'Bl aisdell' s brigades occupied the ;-eserve tr'enches . Under the 

~ I 

i!?.;er 'of darkness} the CEnnoneers of the 12th Batte!':;~ , New York Light 

;. ~ t.i.l l.e!'J e:n.placed their four 3 - i nc h rifles on the f t{'+ __ of Pierce 1 s 

.'!':0tt 1i1.:-e 0 ttl , _. G:ibbor.., f:ositioned his ci.iyision in double l:Ln.e 01 ba _e . 

11 



I'.: ;~ 

1',.: fl , 
~. • • t tl t :~ Colonels Daniel Chaplin's and. vlill i ara R. Brewster f s brigades held the f ront 

line; Colonels Henry J . 1iadill 1 s and Ro~ert HcAllister I S 1'1ere posted :L-n.. r e -

I SoJ_diers of the 5th r~:i chigan occt,lpied the l i ne of outposts c-overing 

. 42 Eottts rr~in line of res~5tance . 

~ihen the II Corps marched from Avery" s, it "'as accompanied by six bat­

I tC!'ias . Except alo~g t he f ront held by Gibbon I s division) Ch i ef of Artil-

1er:r John C. Tidball "'1"8.s .disappoint ed t o s ee th2.t pines and oaks limited 

I ;lis artillerists' fi el ds of fire. Lieutenant James Gilliss of Batteries 

I G and I , 5th U. S . Light Artillery had his men unlimber their Napol eoCls 

i n the interv&l bet·.-ieen Nott' s and Gibbon ' s ' divisions. South\'[estern 

I . ,.ince Geor ge County being unsu.it ed fo r the employment of artillery, Co-

II " 
1 

'I t . 

lonel Tidball had his four rem2.ining be.ttery cornElande!"s park thei r guns 

near Jones' house . 43 

. ,General Birney about dark had ridden out to inspect the line taken 

up by his corps. According to reports brought in by ' scouts, the Rebel 

" 

1!1; 1 h"Crks that they had reconnoitered seemed to be a continuation of those 
·-'0 ... · . : 

.-:-'- -!' :". 

:~','\ " 

1,.1" s,,»rllled by B21dy SMith's corps on June 15. A salient (Battery No . 32) 

• hcd;beenspot ted in front of Gibbon ' s l eft . 
I , 

i . 
11 
(I" , , , 
.'. 

:1 
t, 

I 
I 
t 
< 

I 

" 

lilien he visited Gibbon ' s left , Birney, l ooking across the. f.ields to 

:ns front, sight ed a strong colu.'llIl mov:i...l1g through the pi nes beyond . The 

i:;-~;;clads were me.rching southHest, and Birney theoriz ed that the Rebel 

(;~"er2.ls had dispatched a strong fo r ce dO'.-m the ,railroad to cope vri.th 

~: ::' ~'l:'YI[f s thrust . Relaying this inforinc.tion to Keade T s headClua. rters) 

~ ___ ~r':;€;r observed ., it v[ould "not be prudent" fo r him to thro'"l for-.dard his 

t:. '." ~ 

44 
~nt ';1 t he VI Corps ~das !fin position or ready to go into position . II 

;\.t 9:10a . M.,on June 21 .General Eeade had isslled orders t hat as 

<::. t efT Corps L:nits 1dere r elieved by elem6nt s of. t he Army of t he James; 
.~. 
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• • II :' , General ~iright ,",uuld wE-rch his soldiers into position on the left of the 

l ' n Corps. , 4? At the time that this telegraln reached ltlright's cowJr'&'1d pos t 

'I (9:30 c..IT!.) only one division of the XVIII Corps )Brigad.ier General George 

I 
J. st~~ard's, had arrived from Bermuda Hundred. 

Stannard, had started his division for the Point of Rocks pontoon 

,I bridge at 4 a . m. T/rnen he reached. the. Appoma.ttox, he ~la.S compelled to 

call a halt to ,mit for Brigadier General James n n . ~··lilson IS cavalry to 

11 get out of the Hay. The bridge Has free of cavalry within 90 minutes, 

;1 
ar.d the footsoldiers crossed the Appomattox and tramped south"ard do,lYl 

.' the Point of P.ocks road . Because of their ,proximity to the Confederate 

11 lines, l'iright and stannard were satisfied that it Heuld be umiise for 

theXVIII Corps troops to relieve the VI Corps people in the rifle-pits 

11 ' b'~fore dark . ,\\11en he notified l-!eade of this decision, v{right telegraphed 
· '. i<,::",'" . 

that' he had ordered staff-officers to l ocate and explore a road to Bir-

il hi>s left. 
I ,';'<;' : 

As soon as these officers returned ,lith their report" Wright 

to put his reser-ve' division, Ricketts I, in ~otion . 46 ~I "" pronused 
i ::;:+,;,:~,: , t: : ,',,'::"e}:, At 11 :45 Neade notified viright that he "need not move any part" of 

ll /th~ vi 'Corps "until the whole is ready to move ." 47 This message, how­
r ,," ",'';'" " 
I: , : ',(:\'er , ' arrived toolat~ , because Ricketts had already put his t'lo-hrigade 

11 ai';~sion o~the road, 

'I 
! 

Apparently, the Confederates suspected the Federals were up to some-

At 1 :30 p .m. the batteries emplac ed to the right and front began 

,'I ,U;:;::eri.l1g the VI Corps I lines w:ah shot and shell. Union cannoneers re·· 

, ;J.i(-(j vlith all their guns that would bear • 48 

I 
<:; 

I 
After a short while the guns fell silent, and I'fright and his officers 

, "J.' :-l~ ... b;.ck to Hork preparing for the night 1 s rr.a,rch. A request ~ra s for~;arded 

13 
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• • I , to Chi eves , house, on the Jerusalem pla,nk road . " 49 

! .. Just before dark, viright wa.s handed atl urgent message from Neade' s 

headqua.rters . As $oon 2.S his corps w'as relieved by Baldy Smith f 5 troops, 

1\ , 
it ,las to move to the left of the II Corps, "and take position there , 

pressing up against the enemy and driving them into their main 'larks, 

I but not taking the offensive so ,far as to assault their !dorks. 11 F'or his 

ii/ guidance, t'fright Has informed that the II Corps Has fo rming on Warren ' s 

11: ',,:;'tieft, ~ihich rested on the Jerusalem Pl ank Road, and "uuld extend as far 
~. -''::;-; .. '.-

11 
I I 

·;.,to · the Hest as feasibl e . The object of this move to the "iest and the 
,1g;~t;·:;-:··:: 
.,:',f.extension of the lines, Nea.de informed Hright, viaS to invest Petersburg 
-::'~~!EF;: 
>,(' a.Tld cut ingress 2.nd egress via the \':eJ.don and Lynchburg Railroads . Hrj.ght 
"~"{h,;" 

'~~l~g1lld therefore extend his line from Birney ' s left "a s fa.r as practicable 

,I t '}Yf.i;~;'sistent illth its security as a defensive line ." 50 
t ," 1::-,' ~ I I " ,:,,~ :2'i 'R~cj{etts ' division r ea ched the area to the l eft and rear of Barlo,;' s 

. t .'l<~,?,~:<:nd n ata most opportune time for the Federals . Just as it was get­

.It )i~~~~. ' dark ' Barringer's North Carol i nia.'1s, Viho had foll oHed Barlow ' s col umn 

i . ··F'cs i t r etraced its steps, char ged CrO\,uinshield' s caval ry . . There Has a 

: \ ~~:,:~:::,::,::~':~::~:O:::d v::: ::,:::::::' ,:', :,::,~:::-
lir+gade and ¢eploy to the left and right of the Globe Tavern _ roe.d. Sev-

I Hl"al crashing vol l eys from Vd l es ' footsoldiers rocked the Confederates, 

<;:~ they dre" back . Ricketts ' vanguard by this time had reached l'iilliaJn5 ' 

. "I : :~" ~e 

I ;-., -, 
Hailing Ricketts, Birney t old him to move his division out the Globe 

.road . Colonel Benjamin F. Smi til ' s 2d Brigade took the l ead as 

'I 
t:~~. "I 

. .cc.!..u!n.l1 started fOI'l.<iard . The 6th 1,1aryland and the 9th Ne·w· York Heavy 

; '('': - '~ ~ll~ _'r"r "c·. 'r~nc 0"':: , 1 t' h' d 1 -- J <;. C",-_ _ ...... on t hE:' doub.!..e and re ieved ne .. e,!'Ct - p!'€3Se cav.:;_.!'y ) 

I 
iL 

" 
1 
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• • 
I· '.'.: .•. :c-.-. - ;mile Colonel Smith formed the rest of his brigade - into double line of 

1 
battle across the road. The soldiers broke out their entrenching tools 

t:'~nd began t hro\,d,ng upearth1..rorks. At 10 p . m. the 110th Ohio reported to 

-: 'Colonel John \i . Horn of the 6th Haryland on the picket line. The Nel'{ 

'York heavy artil~erists turned infantr;ymen 1tfere armed with smoothbores, 

1 so Horn had the OhioC!X1S relieve the!?!.. 51 Ricketts ! 1 st Brigade comm.a.nded 

1 
~ I 
1 

by Colonel c-iilliam S. Truex ;i?_S positioned to close the gap that had opened 

52 cct'ieen Barlo-,, ' s left and Smith's right and dug in . 

Colonel Tidball heard the firing occasioned by the attack by Bar-

the Union l eft and rear. Not kno~ring that 

"parked . at Jones f house. 
, " ," 

To gua_rd the rear) the cannoneers of Battery B; 
. .... . ,' , 

• ' ls~ Rhode Island Light Artillery unlimber.ed their six Napoleons at the 

' .. , ;:'[~0~~t of the road . Infantrymen of the I.th Nei'J York Heavy Prtillery Here 

1 :'}dN?st.;d in support of the guns . There was little rest for the cannoneers 

r · -,;,~¥~ing _ the night as their battery commander had them throw up a parapet I' ":i:~i -cut b 53 
i Ti~i~:?D:' em rasures . L ,-

1 :::;: :'-:f;:,T~e thrust by cne Confeder2tes against the Union left caused Birney 

-?get in touch I-lith General Nott . The commander of the Third Division 

_ }":~ - -told _to "keep up" his connection with Barlow on the left and Gibbon 

(!:: t;'e ,.,.; '''ht. ' . .. t . -~O" Eott was to hOLd hlS t'-iO reserve brlgades ree,QY 0 marCI1 

assist2.Dce should it become necessary . 5L',-

~: 'l"\ 

. .-,: t;e.rlO\·r.in obedience to orders frem Birney had put three of his bri-

into line 'of battle" vrith his l eft in contact vlith -Ricketts' right . 

L' • 

cnJ.s, Ba r-1m; >Ie.s compelled to spread his men so thin that he feared 

to resj.st C.r.. at tc.ck if made in strength . 

1 
15 
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• • 
I after midnight protested that his division had to cover a mile of front, 

""tile }licketts vic.S responsible for about one-fourth mile. At the moment) 

I t::ere " .. 'as a gap bet"leen Baylo-;'I'S right 8...YJ.d Hott I s left> ltJhicn he under-

I 
stood Nott ,;as to close. 55 

It T,-laS after dark .... {hen the 15,000 soldiers and eight batteries of 

I Paldy Smith I s corps 8.QVE.Y':cec. and Teli_8v6d ~'fright 's First and Second Divi-

I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

stan...nard 1 s division moved to the right) assuming responsibility 

the rifle-pits betv{een the Appomattox FLiver and the Petersburg & 

Point P.ailroad, forn:erly held by Hussell's VI Corps troops. Bri-

',<gadier General Hiram Burnham's 2d Brigade replaced Brigadier General 

' F:~nY'c" Upton t s in the trenches next to the river )vlhile' Colonel Guy V. 

3d Brigade filed into the rifle-pits on the left heretofore 

>OI:Cj;lPi.ed by Colonel .Viilliam H. Penrose's 1st Brigade. The soldiers 

F»gar H. Cullen's 1st Brigade, except for one regiment, were 

to the second line. The detached regiment 'rias detaHed to sup­

Battery, Ne\1 York Light Artillery on the right of the ravine. 56 

Ger,eral John H. Nartindale' s division replaced Neill's 

in the sector behieen the railroa.d and Hare's house. 57 

compliance "lith Baldy Smith's instructions, Briga.dier General 

HirLl<s ca.mped his Negro Division a short distance behind the 

held by sta.nnard' s imd l.fartindale' s reserve brigades. The 

"iould look to !-links for fatigue parties and for details to 

the south b'arlk of the Apponattox dovmstream to the gunboa.ts' an-

Moreover, Hinks' division .... ;culd constitute a strategic reserve 
,-
~" case ofa Rebel counterstroke in this sector. 58 

During the day there had been a change in the command of Wright's 

'j:~d. Divisi0n. Generc~l i',feill t,.."2.8 relieved 2.."1Q directed to ref;ort. to 



.............. "." ..... - .... ,-_.,,- """" 

• • 
t~!.€ Army of the James. For the time being, the senior brigade comwa nder, 

3:-iga.dier- Genera~ Frank \'~beaton" yiould lead the di vis ion" whil e Col onel 

I l.'ch ... "l F. Ballier of the 98th Penns ylv.;!.nia took cDc:.rge of the 1st Brigade . 59 

'I , 
Genera l "iright , as soon as Russell anci l'msE,ton had rsported all their 

troops off the line, passed the \\lQrd to take up the march. ~dith a guide 

I c~etailed by ,the chief engineer leading the "-iay, the long col1..L'T-D. mOired out . 

t 

Fl'ogress ',las slow; it "a,s after' 2 a . m. ,Ihen the advance crossed 'the Nor-

f~l.1{ & Petersburg Railrc8.d . Tl-.e eastern horizon was' sta-rting to pale by 

,the time the rear guc.rd p2ssed the J erusal'em. Plank Road . . Wright at 4 a. m. 
" 

,<~<-lled a halt near Jones ' house, and he told Russell and wheaton to allow 
'~.:/. 

me'tihad stacked their arms, shucked their knapsaCKs , and had turned to 

~£~;aring breakfast. '60 il 
i "y'; II ,':' : Gener al 'ilarren "ias not to be left undisturbed by the redeplo~(l1!ent. 

'II , ' Af9:15 a.m. , on June 21, \'!arren " as notified that Birney' s II Corps .,'as 

rl '. - ~i,'~~e pbsition on the l eft of his V Cor;::s, ttenvelopi!1g the enemy . II The 

fl'; , ';' \.co!:ps " role in the forthcoming offensive .. ias to be passive, but 11eade 

'.~\~tec!-vlarren to extend hi s left to hold as much ground as possibl e . 61 

_ <';;"/f Three of Warren's divisions (Ayres', Cr a ,,'lford 's, and Cutler's) loIere 

~!r" t~~nches 'at this time) and one, 'Brigadier Gener2.1 Charles Griffin t s, in , 
" 

I 

I 
I 
" f 

'<,: 
t'~ ,s '~'rve , ~ ,Harren TIt2.de his plans accordingly . Orders l1ere issued for Griffi,n 

rr~';)Ve forward and take position on Er-:i.gadierGeneral RO!'{i.eyn B . Ayres I ,l eft) 

, ,Fr~aching out to the plal".k road. II 62 

G!:iffin ' s troops had broken camp by 10 0 ' clock . As they moved out , 
, ' 
.. :', c- c:::llu.1'!L.'1s hee.ded south, and two hou!'s l ater they h~lted on Chieves t 

1 ~ .~. " " _ l.. • . -··1..~"'lon. After the .division had been formed into line of battle ;'Iith 

; 7 



1 • • ,I s. rfilton's on the left) cnd. Colonel Jacob B. Sweitzer's in support) 

Gr·iffin ca.1J.ed for skirmishers to be advanced . 63 The officer in charge 

1 ~~ : the skirmish line T,,-,ras told th2.t h.is JrI..is s i on v.cs to drive t One nebe:!' 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
·1 
:1 
fl 
·1 
1 
1 

1 
1 
1 

cctposts to his front into their "lOrks. As he advanced ., his left was to 

a~chor on the pla.ILl( road and )1j.s right on Ayres ' left. Griffi.n ' s battle 

.l::-h:! ~,ras to give the skinrrishers close support and se:.ze ,ground as :lear 

t~'le foe's "'iorks as possible J 1I·w-Jithout suffering from random bullets. and 

clershooting . Il At dark Griffin "las to see t hat his men entrenched . 

~ihen Griffin gc.ve the 1'iUrd ) his skirrnishers s';'i.ept 'to\'iaro. the foe. 

1'he CorJ'ederate pickets vlere forced back about one- half wile, before 

. Griffin) seeing th2.t his men were getting too close to the frm·ming 

Eepel breast'dorks J called ~ halt. Entrenc hj.ng tools were issued, -

pickets post ed , and rifle-pits dug. Riding to his left, Griffin Has 
.r. .. 

. delighted t o see tha.t Gibbon t s II Corps di visj.on wo.s holding the ground 

~est of the Jerusalem Plank Road. 65 

~;t" ~eneral Heade at 9 a.m. had hritten Grant that the II Corps v,as en 

r61.ite to take position on t he left of the V Corps, "the Fifth extending 

;~s·· f er ~as the J erusalem pIa.nk road . II ~";est of the plank road, Neade I S 

<~quts had reported the Confederates occupying earth;rorks previously 

,corked out . As these rifle-pits 'der e about three miles south of Peter s ­

l::~!'g, Heaqe, after studying his JrI..aps , sa'll" t hat the Hebel line from the 

):J.2,:o..{ road to the Appomattox above Petersburg ,;ould be considerabl y l onger 

~ ~ " 
.. ... ,." f:ro m the plank roa.d to the river belovi. To . check his enveloping 

~ ·):·'.:":!'l!1S , }'ieade forecast, Lee l.'i"Quld ha ve to throy{ the entire Army of Northern 

' :~ . 66 
;'"- ~· Z.:':C :L?., except the u..rdts holding the HO:'-.flett Line , south of the Appomattox . 

;':~an;!hile, Grant back at his City Point headqllarters had been study-

18 
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I • • I ing a map on vihich the engineers had plotted the troop positions. Grant T s 

~ttention v~s dra~TI to the Je~~salem Flaru< Road. There the CorJederate 

l:Lne ~dhich had been running from north to south turned ;,.rest J cree ting a 

salient angle. Writing r·leade of r:;hat he had discovered) Grant at 10 a .. m. 

suggested that 'Neade have ~"[c.rreD mass his artillery a..."r1d use it to pin the 

I Ecbels in their earth~'forks) l,/nile the II a.'0.d VI Corps crossed the pla~'k 

.I 
I 
I 
I 
t 
I 

~ 
I 

I 
1 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

!"o2d. As soon as the t"'·[Q corps h,s,d taken position) Grant felt- confident 

the Confederates \·muld be unable to frold their present line) because the 

Federals l,'Tould be able to tc.ke it in re7erse. 67 

Meade Vias unable to underst2.nd w-hat Grant intended, and at 11 a .ill. 

68 
informed hL'!1. 

Replying) Grant telegraphed l'Ieade that he ~ranted Petersburg lIeD._ 

as far as possible, ,dthout attacking fortifications, and the 

position of the t1tfO armies is marked L on the .engineers trnapJ 

as if the front of the enemy can be sHept from about "Jarren I s 

left center, thereby giving our troops the position desired 

exposure, unless the enemy exposes hL'll.self equally." 69 This 

reached Eeade t s headquarters about the same time as Chief Engineer 

Barnard. The engineer explained to Neade that ·Grant wanted him 

?Ccupy ground from which the Confederate works covering the Jerusalem 

n:'l~' "P '~~'C'<: .-,oad could be enfiladed. Hee.de at 1 p.m. notified Grant that he 

;fJ;:; ndi..l1g to the front ,to see that this was done. 70 

yr::.nt J besides keeping up ... d.th the activities of the Armies of the 

ar:.d Je.mes -' had other iT1portant business. His corr:mander-in-chief) 

e~t Ab~~ha~ Lincoln) had decided to visit the troops before Peters-

!"'; . ",,-serJ.08.rking at City Point from the steaEOO2.t that had carried hiIT: 

J :::'"7";.<=,<::- t .... ~ .... ) he President called on his gener.sJ .. 
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•• • 
telegraphed Heade that he and the President planned to leave for the 

front at 3' 0 t clock. They ~IOuld go as far as the house ~'[here Baldy 

L7id.th h..ad he.d his hee..dquarters on the 16th. 71 
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THE BATTLE OF THE J ERUSALEE PLAi';]( ROAD, JUi'.'E 21-;24, 1864 

Chapte.r I 

General r~eade Sends THO Corps Acro ss 'The Plank Road 
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'*''-\1 • • 1 Gershom- Nott -' as senior brigade cOlT'Jnander, took charge of the Third. 
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I crossed the river and ca.mped for the night near Hilcox1 s .. The next 

I 
day, moving in -rear -of the traLns, the Negro Division had marched 

to Bc. i I 6-;/ C~eek) ~dhere FerreY'o reported to r;[ead.e for instrJ..ctions. 

£,leade replied, directing Ferrero to leave tne dis20l..U1ted cavalry 

I to gu.ard the trains an.d to report 1,<r:Lth the rest of his COIfllIl3.nd to 

I General Burnside. Pressing on, the division c&llped 011 the night of 

the 19th a short distance in rear of the IX Corps! sector. 

Q. B., Series I, Vol. XL, pt. I, 495. 

Ibid., 318; O. R., Series I, Vol. XL, pt. II, 273. For the time 

I 
I 

Ibeiug.,corps he8.dquarters 1-JOuld be at Avery's house. 

'I T:Jalker ,Histo~~ 9£ j:.he Il Corps_, 5L~3. 
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house. Q. g., Series I, Vol. XL, pt. I, 318. 

Q. ~., Series I, Vol. XI" pt. I, 333, 335,.337, 339, 3~0, 3~2, 3~8, 35~. 

I At dark the 5th He;/! Hampshire E'toved out and. occupied. the. picket line. 

Ibid., 366, 372, 37~, 375, 382, 386. The earth,;orks occupied by Fierce's 

I ar:cl 01 Brien I s brigad.es .... ;ere along a 'tioad. road veering off at an angle 

I 
of 25 degrees in a south'tresterly direction from the Jerusalem PI.?:nk Road. 

~~., 391, 39~, 396, 1,01, 1,02, 1,18. 

I Ibj.cl·, ~2~, ~31, ~~3. \·ihen the corps moved out, the 11th NeH York and 
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I and the 12th Ne,,, York "lith Gibbon; Battery A, 1 st R.hode Island and 

I Q.. ~') Series I/ Vol. XL, pt. II) ~75-276. 

Ibid., 281. 

Ibid .. , 281; Q. ~.j Series 1, Vol. LI, pt. I, 1250. General stannard 

I had assumed cO[j::'-;~6I~d of t::e First DiiJisi.~n, XVIII Corps, on the even-

of Ju..D.8 20. 

~. -' 
Q ..... 
...... erl8S J) Vol. pt. II, 281. 

I, 
==., 282. 

I 
·1 t - t 

t 

.,> •. "=,,,., 275-276; Q. E., Series I, Vol. XL, pt. I, 506, 507-508. 

Series I, Vol. XL, pt. I, 505. 
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,31Q-311. 
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Series I, Vol. LI; pt. I, 1259. Kartindale's division had been 

by the VI Corps on the night of Ju.l1e 19. The next de.y the 

I returned to Bermuda Hundred. There the division 1,;,'a3 re-

On the morning of the 21 st, Eartindale 'tif'.S ordered to 

I to Petersburg. 

I 
, Series I, Vol. XL, pt. I, 215) 216~ 

lb"lri --:-:.::. " 49 6 . 

I ~., 495, 496. 
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1 • • 1 THE BATTLE OF THEJERUSAL~i PLM'K ROAD, J UNE 21 - 24, 1864 

1 
Chapter II 

Hahone staggers the II Corps 

"I 
General Birney about daybreak on June 22, 1864 , called f or Colonel 

1 >; :'g"-n and told hi m "to ord~r the advanc e of the lines until the ' position 

il 
,I 

1 , 

I. 
I 
I 

1 
1 
1 

I ~ 
! " 

of the .enemy "'2s envel oped," i n accordance with ~fe2,de's master plan. 

!'oth ~:~~de and Birney had been apprised by .t his hour that General Wright 

hd' massed Russell's and I'lheaton ' s d ivisi ons at Jones' house, and viaS 

pr~;:aring to move. out along the r oad to Globe Tavern recotll)oitered by 
';'.', -:, ~ -" 

':. 

!iarl ow. Birney therefore pl anned to advanc e his left and center divi-

toions. , Barlo~i, wh ose First Di vision constituted the II Corps' l eft , 
"' f 

, >:as ' t o "conform" to the movements of the VI Corps, advancing his line 

t,s General 1!lright advanced his. As the Union line s"ept f orward, it 

~iU~;, ~5esumed at corps headquarter s t hat it would be "considerably con-

consequently, Birney ..,anted Barlo" "to close in to the right 

h~ ;"'~ ':~ " d' 1 
_"'::,.:,: ~~an ill r eserve .. II 

_,:;;':;:i!fi?t~: " as dir ect ed' to advance his division in conjunction wi.th 
. - <: ',\ :-

r,!,t l{)~ ' s, particularly his left, so his new positi on ""uld be nearly 

1":\;.1'",1 ;':i.th the ear thw-orks to his front defended by the Confeder ates . 2 
, . . 

, ~~e ' adVanc e of the II Corps b ei ng dependent u pon the VI Co r ps , 

« "C~~i Eorga!! rode over to Jones ' house . \-Th en he r eached Jones ', he 

[""n<oral 11right and his staff busy redeploying the VI Corps . Gen-

'. "'"s3e11's First Division v/as advanced and t ook position on Ricketts ' 
- ~ .:' . 

, . ~ , 

"m,S enabled Barlow', whos e II Corps division held a mile of front, 

After occupying the . breasblorks throvm up by Bar-
J " 

"" :':::. : f~ ;; ~~ . .-: GI·i. g.-=.d.e , Ru.ssell covered hi s frortt with a strong fo ! 'c~ of 

21 
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~nd turned his men to deepening and strengthening the rifle-

3 

General Wheaton. I s Second Di vison vias m2.rched dOl"m the plan..l( road till 

head of the column re~ched Globe Tavern road. Here \'lhe~ton called a 

halt "rhile he conferred .,ith Colonel Ballier. The color,el "ras told 

his brigade) the 1st, in rear of Ricketts' division. 4 As soon 

,P<l~~,~~r's brigade had fallen out, the march was resumed. A st~ff-

"J"J,y,~"" no" rode up and told Whe~ton that he w~s to have tvro of his 

t~ke position on Ricketts' left. Brigadier General Le,as A. 

s "Green Hount~in Brigade" filed to the left and formed into line 

perpendicular to the rifle-pits held by Ricketts' bluecoats. 

~O'"".L"r General Daniel D. Bidvrell' s 3d Brig~de Has posted in support 

Vermonters, \'lith its left refused tmfard the Jerusalem Plan.l{ 

Wheaton's 4th Brigade, Colonel Oliver EdH~rds', marched dNm 

road another orie-half mile before halting and establishing 

south of Second Swamp. Edvmrds' mission Has to Hard off 

columns that might come rolling in from the south~st. 6 

L,V",,, of j.[rig.h.t' s aides explained to Colonel Morgan that the VI Corps 

Cj)~!'i~~rs were encountering some difficulty in pushing out their skirmish 

HeanHhile, General Birney at 7:30 had dictated a second dispatch 

to General Barlow. The commander of the First Division ,laS 

'-·"'.Leu th~t Mott h~d been "directed to t~ke the position pointed out 

yesterday, II and to advise Barloy! -v-rh.en he advanced. Barlo ... .- in 

?;'Quld begin closing in on Hott, and s:''linging fOl"tiard his left, 

~;";~:::'i.":;, T,~ '. 7 
• 'e 'irlght advlsed as to his movements. 

before Barlow could act on this order, Colonel Horgan received a 

,';~i"~' ~ 

, <' ... .:..!'orn Captain Cro-;-minshield of the cavalry. The horsesoldier vn'ote 



, -

..... ,.'" ~. - - - ,. - '- -'- ,._-------- -

t;~'i ' • • • 
. 1 t ~at at 7: 15 his men were . picketing the plank r oad t o a point hlo miles 

:,~yond \I'illiarns' hous e . No Confederat es had been seen since midnight . 

I :~:"..:o !:'TIla.tion gl€cn.ed f rom local planters led. the captc:j.n to conclude 

Confederate I t hat Dearing's cavalry ~ias holding the fieldon Railroad. 

vedettes >rere sud to be operating ,.;ithin one mile of the plan.l( road . 

I ';'0 check on thi s report) CI'or/r['~inshi.eld. had sent a patrol viest .. rard along 

8 
lhe Globe Tavern r oad. 

,. I ·' " About 9 :]0 Colonel Morgan, a s ' he rode t hrough the ~Joods , encountered 

I 
G""e ral Bar 10',"'. 

~rder' from II Corps headquarters. 

The general looked ,,:orri ed . He shoviedMorgan the 7 :30 

A glance "las all that was needed to 
\ I t " tisfy the chie.£'-of-staff that this messa.ge Has quite different in its 

" . ~er;'~r from the order he had drafted at 4:50 . Morgan began to fret; be-

I l ca~~,e 'it appeared to him "tl>.at the l a t er order imperiled the corps ." 

\' ,;!;~;~ must be a mistake, . he told Barl ow, as he ~lheeled his horse about, 

\ I lT~paratory to returning to corps headquarters t o ascertain ;Ihat had 
~ :&.' -:",> 

\. j~~t!~~ · 

\1 
• I. 
I' t. 
-I 
, 

I 
~' , 

• 
I 
I 

. ~.; On his arrival , Horgan l ear ned from General .Birney that t he II Corps 

kC,J;d' '''make our movement independent of any by the Sixth Corps . ft , When he 

t~tiri~d to Barlow 'S comrre.nd post ·at 10 a . m., 110rgan carried a message: 

The maj or-general cowJr~nding di r ects tha t you rrove fo rward 
Y<)~r diVision, connecting ",it h General Hot t on your right , 
S;iJ.nging f on'lard u!1til your whol e line is in close proxi­

, lllity to that of t he enemy. You will not be dependent on 
ar;Y. movement of t he Sixth Corps . Having atta ined the po­
~J.t.1.0n above indic'ated, you ".ri.ll strengthen it by intrench­
lng . If Ge!'leral Ylri ght is not abl e to conneCt "ith you, 
j'ou ,,;ill he.ve to look out for your left. 9 

F~jo"'_ fO H 1 t • D' " I '.1. G - ... !'.:or ganfs arriva. a the First. :tVls~on S COlTJnana pos"" en-

had been t her e . hhen Be.rIOl·; expl ained that there was a mis -

" ;; ~;S:'lr,di!lg as to ",'hether he should hold his connection t o the ri.ght 

= 

,': 

" . 

'1. 
i < I: I. 

I 
I 
I 
.. 
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I' 
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I 
J 

,>: 



I 
I 
I 
I, 

-... - .. -- - .. - -... ---~-.- -'- -

• • 
_-, ieep your connection to the right; each corps nrust look out for itself." 1 0 

. The question as to whether Barlow should guide left or right had 

H en settled , so the II ar,d VI Corps prepared to go separate . rays . Ac--

Mdi~g to Birney's revised battle plan, his right flank division 

(di~~on's) "'fould -remaitl in the eartJF/iO rks, while Hott l s a...r:td- Barlo· ... r's 
,, >'~.' .. ::, ' 
:·.Lt ~le3 r,o;he eled to'i:ard the Con£'ecle:r'e.te fortifica.tions that extended \·rest-

;, ·'0~f~ from the pIal'll.: road. 
:" rG;,;:~)~:(f~· 

,)L\)iPovered by a strong skinnish line, Nott I s and Bar low's divisions 
:"'>"'~: 

j C!t the protection afforded by t he barricades and adve.n.ced L'1tO the 
'; ,,~; , " 

j'.L~~~to their front. As the troops scrambled over the 10Vi parape~s, 
. ;f\ ;:i~F;;;:';~_~i: 

11 
it was 2 p .m • 1 . 2 .. _~::'#0#JerOf officers glanc ed at their "latches : 

. F]~~.~*-\,~~tt, like Gibbon and Be.rlm-r, had tViO brigades (NcAllister's e.nd 

" c!,~h~p~~IS) in advance and hro (Hadill's and Brew-ster1s) in support. I 
! 

1\ 
t 

I I 
'f 

1 
, 
't" I "" 

I 
I 

"j: \~'~~<:::\:;~:r. :" _ _ ," . J , ' 

,~tFened by the skirmishers from t he '?+~ 11ichigan, N~tt' s bluecoa.ts for-
~::(~\;~l;:-:>; :~__ _ . ' . -

· !'~~~~".,ahead--HcAllister' s brigade on the . right gained nearly three.-quarters 

It was soon appar ent to Earlo>f, whose right flank brigade .,:tt~'iir~ile 12 
;'f:-~~_~~~~l~ts-\ . 
(~~serjs) guided on Hott's left, that it would be impossible to maintain 
>I,),F:C":""'" 

< £t~i~h ~'ith the VI Corps. 
:~:":"~;:.~~;;;;t"~:";;"" ' 
?~~s~t'a "right he.1f~Vlheel" through the dense "Ioods . But as his men 
; ; , ; ,):'r'i,:;:':'/" ,~ 

t·'i€~:~/he2.d, the gap which had opened bet'deen his left brigade (MacDougall's) 

T'llro."ing his line fonIard , Barlow effected 

j :,:i ' ~he VI COrDS trOODS increased. To guard his l eft and rear which had 
," ,";,: '; ', '" .... . 

U~"~'~ :~':~{ 
':'« ~:'''' -<::;esed by this movement, Ba rlow refused his t wo small, left flal"k 

.;.- " 

t ·;:';l. a:a:~ ec-}~acDoug2.11 1 s and ~~o roneyl s. Ba.rlow rode .... lith his skirmishers. 13 

.' · ~ . mile advance Has r egi s tered before BarloH's skirlJlishers encountered 

1·'·00;::" ' .. 
' --Sl;",nce. Rebel sharpshoot ers no,", opened on the skirmishers cover-

~::-~ ; ~- .. 
, ''" ~ -left Barl o;, urged his men on; they responded with their char-

:; ' ;"L ~:ti(!: .. 
eJ..an. 11he Confederate snipers .... Iere roLled back by the blue-

" '~ " 
.,"-

" 
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coats protecting the division's refused flank. Barlo,"" hO>lev"r ,..was "Jorri ed. 

He sent >!ord for liacDougall to deploy several regiments as skirmishers to 

p::'{)long the u:return, If and endeavor to !'e~~est2..blish contact vIith the VI 

Corps, The firing having ceased along the skirmish line, Barlow>!heeled 

his horse about cL11d rode toward his reserve brigade) i-ules f, "Jhich dur-

the advance had folloHed several hu.:'lciTed yards behj_nd Fraser IS' ba.ttle 

Barlo'" wanted Hiles to change his formation. 14 

One of l-!eade's staff (Lieutena.l1t Colonel Theodore Lyr-dl.n)in the mean-

had galloped up to General ~Jright' s corrurand post. Hright at this 

was "lith Ricketts' advance brigade. From vTright the aide 

Ricketts' left extended about 200 yards south of the Globe 

Wheaton's division ',ras massed behind Ricketts, "ready to 

required direction •.•• II Scat tered shots could be heard off 

north along Russell's skirmish line. vlrig.l-Jt told Lyw.an to tell 

he was "advancing his picket line preparatory to a general 

15 

K"t'~~Q ordering a general advance by his corps, Hright told Ricketts 

to move their skirmish lines fonrard. The skirmishers pressed 

a heavily forested area. Ricketts' men had gained about 

mile~ '"hen they .rere assailed by a strong force of RebeJ.s de­

as skirmishers. The bluecoats recoiled a few steps, recovered 

wits, and pressed cautiously ahead. ~[ithin a fe'" minutes, the 

-,Ihich hp.d begun along Ricketts' front had extended to the left 

J~~~ell' s piCket line. 

l!i::'ig.f:tt and his officers, after conferring briefly, decided that the 

,::;c ~~.~~:.:::. ' 
- · •• ra1:.es had advanced to the attack, because scouts, who had just re-

- , ,-:...-.; Co 

... ..,. ..i..rO!;l the area l,-fhe:re contact had been establisfusQ, reported that th~:y 

25 



• • I '::<');ad seen no Confederates. Wri&~t instructed Ricketts and ~~ssell to haTe 

~ <:tR~ir skirmishers 

I ~:attle lines. 16 

ce.rry the fight to the enemy, e.ndto advance their 

I 
I r ;;;~i~~~o P:::::::: :: :::e::~e:::~ s o;r:~::r~:. an::e:a::O::i : g t:::dA::ci 

~ :" ~~·;;,!g(~i;t~ .... .'-~ I j./'~~~~~t,?X' Hill's division comrranders placed their men in the works . 

I:':;i'~t;a,jo'r' General Cadmus ','iilcox's division ;las posted on the right; its 
f;~--:L;~t;~t~?: ~.:.,~:,: " I r ;;;:.itth'l,~ ;flan.,< brigade anchored on the Weldon Railroad and its left on 

, ! <X h~~.~,i>~ Creek. ' 17 Brigadier General Hilliam }Iahone's five-bri gade di-

I 11 )(~~il~fi ?elieved Hajor General Charles Field 's right flank units in the 
t_,.·:, 'Y~';f~ ,~:1:'~~\· 'i,<I> :,;? ' 18 II ';:£\l_tj,~~its between Vlilcox Creek and Battery No. 29. T>JO of fIajor 

, 1. 'B~i.~>~£?;l Henry Heth's four brigades had accompanied the corps to' Peters-

'I f :j"t~::The brigades (Kirkland's and F~'s) which had accompanied the 

L;i~',tJiEi>S'J,o Petersburg were responsible for the defense of the Rives Salie::t. 
f: Y~~<~;~~tfgt:;·.:::·' . ~ .. . . ,.1 i ,/g'V\:T.~,l Beth with Davis' and Cooke 's brigade's had remained "ith Pickett 
r:i:fl~:R!A~),1?;t:'".~ < 'I. i,.~<,~.&,;~~e" H~wlett Line 19 
t. ;.' r{:;~t%~~,\J;!?,f~~",\" • 

" t · ",p""",dll.ll 's artillery was placed along the earthworks to the right of the t ':-!:'J.:"'::i',:> .. -> :-

I 1 ,t :(~3~~: guns. 

~. ~:x±.+~~>less Le,.lis' Virginia Battery, occupied the Rives Salient. The l ~~ )~:~:t'jt:~~,::':(' . 
", r.~" , '. ITr C i ' ,,'.:, - orps artillery battalions, reinforced by the Washington Ar-t ,',: "',',' 

r ' \i:t~!~I.', Battalion, mounted their guns along the fortifications from the 
1 "',: t,~~~:~';:" . '· ",~e1!1 Plan.k Road on the left to the vieldon Railroad on the right. 2'2 

Lieutenant Colonel Charles Richardson's artillery bat-

I 
"'I 
I . ..;Jw,e 19 'lIas Stmday . 

. •.. 
1 

A brigade historian in Hill's corps reca.lled, 

: t~, '<J; re rLot di sturbed, but lay and slept or heard preaching as we ChCf~ . 

I 
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• • 
]-ie were in .quite an exposed place to the sun, but we managed to construct 

arbors Vlhich afforded some protection." 21 Not so fortunate, depending 

on one's spirited needs , vTere the men of Colonel D~~iel A. Weisiger's 

brigade . John Sale of the 12th Virginia noted in his diary: 

RerP.ained in same position \-Ihich o.'e took last night. 
Its a shame that having 3 chaplains, the Brigade can not 
have services at least on the Lord 's Day, and more es­
pecially' when there is no more da!:iger than ther e is to­
day, but they are so careful of their precious .bodies 
that they care not for our souls .mich is their business. 
No one would expect them to needlessly expose themselves, 
but many and many a day one is in position in which there 

I is no danger and they Hill never come near . Such men can 
. ,. do more good .lith a musket than other.lise. Our Chaplain, 

l i~i:! .. ' ~~o~~~& a;~~s t~n~o h:
o ha~~o m~:~=g:o ~:~~e: fone~~:ber 

I >/i .• . . him 22 
,il"":;f:-'·- " • 

"' .' . Hill's troops on the 20th rel!E.ined in or near the works . . Nothing 

'1 , '.;:ttW iriterest occurred to their front, but off to the northeast, they 

l ' I~iud hear the roar of artillery. 23 

I '. ;;~P:; .' The advance of the II Corps across the Jerusalem Plank Road on the t ';~/f4tt " . . 
1 ,,:;~~,1~.j?00n of the 21st .had immediate repercussions. General Hill, on learn-

1 ';';~~~I(that Barringer's horsesoldiers Here in contact with the Yankees east 

~. 
I 
It 

i 

I' 
~-

I" 

I. 
I 

Tavern, issued marching orders to General ~Jilcox. \'Iithin a few 

Wilcox's brigade commanders had turned out their units. ~lhen . ;; ... ,." : 

, r~";diVision moved out, it wheeled into the Halifax road at the Lead 
" ,_ 0-, 

:YOl-ks: and headed south. "lilcox called a halt near Globe Tavern, and 
~- :.., :::. -'-- : ' . . .... :i " .~~~,n were soon busy "arranging a temporary breastwork 0" A number of 

;;fl t:-~ ~ ~ _ . . . :'.o"er ' s troopers came ~n and reported that they had been compeUed 
, 
:"" l"etire by Union cavalry • . The cannoneers of HcGregor ' s Virginia Bat-

-;' - thre\; their 3-inch rifles into battery and shelled the woods 

'. . .. ' - -. of the tavern. 

Ft~ J:ort s were not-! received that the Federal horsemen (Crowninshield f s 
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detachment ) were retiring. Wilcox ordered his men f onlard . Crossing the 

-, - '; 0 

field, the butternuts entered the pines beyond Dr. Gurley's . Skirmishers 

'dare advarlC eci, ,and Brigadier Generals Sa!ml el HcGo';·ran and E . L. Thome.s 

'-'"Dv'ed their brigades by the flank along a narrow cart road . 

McGowan's South Carolinians, as they pressed to,Jard the Jerusalem 

Plank Road , began to wonder when they "'auld meet the .foe . Suddenly there 
' : ,-, 

' ~as ' a s/1.arp volley ahead, ""Ihich sent a pretty good sholver of balls >Ihiz­
. '~-~~;}~~ \. 

.. ~-. 

. " .'!zingbver our heads. " Here ther e .Ias a little clearing on the left of 
, I l';'.&g.~'ir6ad " , along 'Ihich 11cGoI,,,,-n advanced . 

f ',::(~{~r}6iinians sa .. ' Thomas' Georgians advancing in line . The skirmishers in 

Across this opening, the South 

i:':' ,: ;':;', ',?~~,;!;::-. ':,: .. ,., ~: . ,' . I r ;-s~;t,~~tcheered' lust ily and fired f reely. Most· of t he sol diers thought t hat 

l-" ';';;Jfa}battle was at hand. Thoma s ' Georgians advanced il1to the woods beyond, 

: t~r«::~:' '::::'~::':::~;h':~~~:::::~: ::' t::"::,ty 

.. 1 ~a~T::''::::':f ':,;~:::'::::,::h ,::~::: ::~:::: ::i:',." 
f'1;~~~ilS' sometimes quite thickly; but they were very high." At dark . 

I I :~~.x '~",",'hi, tro,,.. '!h, ",,,,,ion "tmol it, ,t,p" "t,mi"" 
I \ dt~~,eb:;:::~ ~ the Petersburg defenses f r om which i t had ro.arched ten 

, ,~-", ', " , 

\' ~; "::.':The . next morning, t he 22d, when Gene ral Lee rode to his right, he 

l ;' ;~,rned from the people at General Hill ' sheadquarters that Union in fan-
:',;'--'-:'~.:.'-~. .' E 

I· I 
f 
~' 

{ 

I ~ r 
" , 
i 

I 
\ 
\ 
l , 

, f 

:-~- t ~:.:/ " 
'· '\ ,';2.S again pressing to,lard the l-Ieldon Railroad . Lee, who like all 

;r:'" " . .; 'r :at .. captains believed that "offensive movements a r e t he foundation 
' ~';o- .. 
." good defense," had Hi ll send for Ge.'leral }fahone . As a civil en-

(,'c 
'" ."r, }lahone had surveyed the area and "knew every i nch of the ground 

<''' jen by the t angled chaparral . " 

I 
i 
r 

~ . . ' 
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I • • I Kahone. thoug.'1t he saw an opening for a flank attack and asked per-

agreeable. Instructions were 

C. C. S~~ders and Colonels 

Heisiger and ~Jilliam Gibson to hold their U11its ready to move D11iel 

out in light marching order ata moment's notice. To hold the rifle-

I ~ 
p. '5 vac2.ted by these units, Nahone 1 s tHO other 'briga,des (Fineg$n IS 

. and Harris') were to extend to the left and right. One of Weisiger' s 

vlerans observed, "Everyone insta11tly commenced sunr.J.zing where ·"as· 

011 probable destination. 

form some idea that it met 

lJo ones Csic 7 knows it, everyone could 

a fight." 

'I At 2 o'clock Hahone passed the h'Ord,and the three brigades ·took 

' up the march. To 

zhl troops up the 

screen j-j,s approach from Federal pickets,¥.ahone ·led 

hollow through which Wilcox Creek meanders. As ' the 

····~I' of the colwnn appro<"ched Johnston's farm, Kahone was delighted to 

- . ~rn from his scouts that the Union generals had blundered. The ever 

,. .~'taing gap that had opened behreen the left division of the II Corps 

i and the right division of the VI Corps had been spotted by the greyclads. 

·;·} Ione determined to capitalize on the Yankees' mistake. lI'hUe aides , 
" il'led to the rear to urge the men fOI"iiard,Mahone deployed and advanced 

. ~~h . sharpshooter battalion. Moving into the woods beyond, the sharp-

SI°ters 
;'""~h the 

established contact w2th Barlow's skirmishers. In accordance 

infor-;nc;tion supplied by his scouts, ~rehone formed his three 

into line of battle in the field fronting Johnston 's house-
(. ~ '"' . 
' '<' ''''82"'",' Alaba.'!l2Jls and Gibson's Georgians in front, Vleisiger's Virginians 

: lzu'Pl'ort. The cannoneers of the 1 st Haryland Battery, who had accom-

; li~d Eahor,e' s column, threH their four 12-pounder Napoleons into bat­

.. .... ~;. on Sa.!1ders 1 left. ~'·[hile the soldiers i-f8!'8 moving into their . ba.ttle 

"·1 
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• • 
their left and front. This told them what Hahone. and his brigade com-

~nders alrea.dy knmo/, they had g-oined a position on the II Corps' left 

I! 
\" , Hahone nO\,1 vlaved-- his men fO:r'1lf2.rd. As the long battle line entered l 

I' the 'ioods, l'!ej.sigE>r movEd his brigade into position on Gibson ' s rig.f}t . 

., :. ','Seiders I 

• ! "t}'1t low'S 
\ ",.' 

Alabamans on the left ,Tere the first · to make contact with 

II Corps division. 25 
; ,~.,. 

I t, .;.J:~;iL, .VlilCOX had been ordered by General Hill to co-operate with YJahone . 

· \ '(;;~~iion the prev:i.ous afternoon, the "Light Division" left the protection 

• j ';11al\~~rded by the earth,,!orks and hiked down the Halifax road. Once again, 

,. } :;:on, reaching Globe Tavern, Wilcox turned his column east"ard. As the 

,:I! '{'!~t[sion approached the woods, Wilcox called a brief halt. Skirmishers 
i' ,~i,,~':y{;,,~(,i:) '" 

I
I <:~~e deployed and thrown fOTh'ard. McGowan's sharpshooters screened the 

I ' .;~~~~~ion as it moved in route column do,m the road leading from Globe 
I :',/"/;;.-'<.;',{ - -

1 '. ;7f,ivern to l'iilli ams' . 
,', I':.., -~~'!::'" 

} '.: ~:,: """~:" 
. t :<'!~r.FPShooters, · he was to advance till he reached a "small farm :house." 

Wilc.ox had told t he officer in charge of the 

1 f .,H;~l~i:~',:' The skirmishers covering Hilcox 's division had a difficult time 

'. r'~;~~f;ng their way through the tangled brushwood. N~rth of the road, 

! ' ~~~tain Charles E. Watson ' s company of sharpshooters clashed with 

'1 ;. , t·:U:~~ pick ets . (' ~ 

~. ' ~~.~.?re them. 26 

vlatson and his men drove t he bluecoated skirmishers 

, , ··1 ,", .. · \iithin a few mcments, Union resistance stiffened. The dense pines 

"1 
~ '.~ ~ .. j -

!, ',;c"C' underbrush, along \'lith the absence of any commanding elevations , 

~-< e the fighting some'"hat akin to blinclman' s buff. After about 90 

1 S<wage cowl)at with Wilcox's sharpshooters, Ricketts ' skir-

h~d gained perhaps ' 100 yards. 1be officer in charge reported 

I " 
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• • 
:iU!2.t he could advance no f arther unless General Wright >.as willing to 

, .:' " . . . '; .. 
cCll'E'it his battle lines. Thi s , Wright MiS not prepared to do ... i thout 

Heade ts sanction . AJ.l tha.t he had seen and heard~ hOvieyer, satisfied 

\:iright that the Rebel skirmish line did not extend very far north of 

"'th~Globe Tavern r oad . Or der s 'leretherefore gi ven for Russell to re-

deploy his skhmishers, so that they 1\ould be able to turn ""Hcox's 

:::;:~~tflaiL\C . I'm en he notified Heade of his actions at 2 : 55, Wright 

" ~JiXted out, if his "supposition" that the Rebel s had only cOllllJ1itted 
::-'j'"- . 
," '" :"; ' 

,"l\ 'small force Here -- correct,a frontal attack by Ric ketts' skirmishers, 
":<- '-- '-::- ; 

:·i~~~.i\~;_:-~~~.:- . 
'(:Iii;{bnjunction with Russell's flanking movement, would ,compel the f o e 
'::)[(';::2'/ :' " 

',ct.<)' retire . According to his people on the l eft , their flank r est ed on 
;') rt{~~:: -::-, 

: ~ ,ec8ndSwamp, an impassable barrier. 
+_~~~i;!~~-~~L' ' ,~ ' . 27 

Wright inquired of his chief, liDo 

)"i you>iish me to attack in force?" 

;~J~~~~efore Meade could r eply, disaster had engulfed the II Corps . 

n~rlow's and Nett's skirmishers , closely follo><ed by the battle lines , 

1t~¥{ino;; approaching the Confederate f ortifications . Vlhile Barl ow w-as 

't:'~}~,~ij(commun:j.cat ing >lith Niles , Hahone 's col].lJiJn penetrated the gap that 

'I:~,b:";; ::::,::":,: :':::' ,~:'~re::t :::;;t-
· " ~ ' i!'l:t. , U· ", :\,/ ,,",e ~gent co-operation." General "fright .las first to sense that 
';' l.':;;;<:~< :, . 

• ~'~ ,CO~.federates .[ere endeavoring to exploit the blunder on Neade ' s part , .... : ... : .. 
:. ~: '. ::c. " 

; .;'~t ;m'd caused 
. '.':'i.i,:·1T~:: '~' 

':;:f:710n t o Colonel Horgan . 

the corps to 'lose' contact • Wright f or;;arded t his in-

Upon receipt of these evil tidings, Horgan 
i;:~"r ',' 
.. ' " o.'mrn BarloH that his division " FaS in grave danger. Horgan, how-

"i "~'I~'GS t oo late. 28 

heceded by a large number of skirmishers , JF,ahone' s battle line 

in on Barlo'I' s refused flaILI{. The butternuts quickly overran 
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• • ' i,c ',;}; CDougall's picket line,scattering those ,/ho were not killed, ,fOunded, 

i o-[ captured. Pressing on, the Rebels assailed l1acDougall's ba ttle line 

I 
I 

; , 

}!,~iE the front, flank, and rear. Moroney shouted for his brigade to rush 
'.;, ',. 

i to 'l,facDougall' s assistance; It was like trying to svreep back the tide 
" ::::::')i~\ " . 

':~..ith a broom, as the grim, greyclad infantry drove ahead. First, MacDougall's 

I ' ,L'i then Moroney's brigades di s s olved into ' panic-stricken mobS. Each sol­

I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 

ent on saving his o,m skin, thought only or'regaining the safety 

by the:, ' breastworks. 

he galloped through the pines, Colonel Horgan sighted remanents of 
/ 

"""" "~_ shattered regiments fleeing before ~!ahone' s onslaught. He called 

re-fo rm on their colors, but ' the n:en refused to heed; "shout-

units "had been 'captured ' or 'cut to pieces ' . II 29 

~9d!'LOW" as soon as he learned that ~!acDougall 's and Moroney's brigades 

overwhelmed, ordered General ~jCles to have his troops double-quick 

the rifle-pits fro m ,hich they had advanced . Hiles was to deploy 

and attempt , to re-establish contact with the VI ' Corps. As 

bluecoats hurried to the rear, the Confederates closed in on 

Captain Burton H. Davis ' of ,the 66th New York, whose 

as" skirmishers, sa,; that the Rebels had infiltrated 

.~~ g:rotll1d between his Ne'i Yorkers and the brigade battle line. He bel-

every man to fend for himself. It was evident to Colonel Fraser 

brigade was ina precarious situation. Orders were given for the 

to oblique to the l eft to meet ,the onrushing Rebels . The regiments 

, , ', left of Fraser's line panicked. Fras er, seeing that i t was hope-
l'.,., .. '~, ; ::,' . 

, :" -: t!) ,re!I'ain ·"here he 'ias, passed the order to retire into the rifle-

As the Yanks faced toward the rear, they came under a scathing 

Like NacDougall ' s- and lvioroney ' s brigades J Fraser I s collapsed in 
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Koods and reached the breastworks shortly after Hiles' grim veterans 

Lsd filed into position. Assisted by Colonel }!organ, Barlo., struggled 

fl"sntically to re-form his three shattered brigades. As the general 

S0'lght to calm the ITen, he heard them speak of "ov-erwhelming numbers" 

of Rebels and "three lines of battle." These tales, he discounted. 

Eefore Barlow could reorganize his shattered brigades, a Confederate 

battle line (v[eisiger's Virginians) debouched from the pines and.ad-

v2..>J.ced against the breasbdorks. ffiles I troops held; the attack was re-

pIsed. As the Virginians retired, Hiles ordered the 2d Ne" York Heavy 

Artill.ery to follow. Mopping up the area in front of the barricades, the 

Ne'dYorkers bagged 40 Rebel stragglers. 31 

It "as mid-afternoon when Colonel Tidball was notified that Barlo,'i'S 

dIVision had broken. To help stabilize the situation, marching orders 

we.re issued to the 4th Ne., York Heavy Artillery and Battery- K, 4th U. S. 

L.;: 0'.1, A 
"'-''1" rtillery. The battery moved out at a trot to the field where 

bles ' footsoldiers ",ere taking position in the rifle-pits. Unlimber­

L'g the t"O Napoleons of the right section, the regulars shelled the 

k)c{is to their front. 32 

I HeamlPile, Sanders' Alabamans and Gibson's Georgians had moved against 

I .·.;7·:;,S left, ",hich had been uncovered by the rout of Barlo",'s division. 

's left flaDk brigades (Chaplin's in advance and V~dill\s in support) 

I ~ 

.: c una.ble to 2.djust to an attack from an unexpected direction. It .las 

rolling up a carpet. The Union officers involved made little effort 

I ·-:~0.;:ge front to meet r-fahonets onset. Subsequently, General Matt re-

I 33 
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... .r'i:,c,~+"": that his "first intimation of an attack" was when Earlo,,1 s panic-

, 

" 

;- -stricken men engulfed his l e ft. 

Along }:ott 1 s skirmish _line ., the soldiers of the -S'+h }Iichigan at 2 p.m. 

"heard heavy picket-firing at some considerable distance" to their 

At this time there y~s al~ost no activity to their front. Captain 

Root was shocked ar.d dislrE.yed to see Barlo~d' s skirmishers t ake 

To keep his men from being gobbled up by the Rebels, 

"Retreat pI 

o:,1:0%iL,!f!eian'"rhile, Nott I s bro advance brigades (Chaplin I s and HcAllister IS), 

the day I s objective, had started di gging in. HcAllister l s 

on t he right was in contact ,lith Gibbonls division . In r eaching 

I1cAllister I S right flank regirrent, the 1 st Hass8.chus eUs 

of men cut .down by Rebel snipers. tJhile 

line ran north and south, the ' line HcAlli ster's troops were- forti -

east and west. ~ihile entrenching, the brigade "suffered much 

enemy I s f i re, ' both artillery and musketry;" . Near a knoll on 

~~~J,s.erls l eft, the sol diers found the soil so haru tha t they had, to 

<'l~~'i:,tJ'.LE'-~I~tS with" pick and shovel, as it was impossible to chop or drive 

Chaplin 's troops occupied the area to HcAll ister's left. At 

.·." ::2:~ '~~Ill,e Barlow I s division was overpo,rered, Chaplin I s men had started to 

but they had made l ittle pro gress . The soldiers were under-

startled by t he sudden crash o f s mall-arms volleys off to their 

few minie' balls no" ,rhistled in from the rear. Dropping their 

" '"t!;'enching tools , the bluecoats snatched their rifle - muskets . l'iithin 

t :" 
~ ~;.! , minut es , soldiers from Barlo;.r l s division charged tOYTard Chaplin IS) 

;"tll.;1"1 
"'-•. gJ lIThe Rebels are in our rear! l~ Chapli..n called for his offic '9rs 
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• • 
form their regiments for battle. While the soldiers ,lere dressing their 

Gibson's Georgians sent 'a volley crashL~g into their rear. Tne 

bri.gade faced about J but the panic 1'fas contagious, and Chaplin I s troops 

Moving to the right a short distance, the brigade rallied behind 

33 thro,m up by other troops. 

Colonel HcAllister had established his command post near the angle. 

·At. first, McAllister and his staff believed the heavy firing off to the 

11;,Jf~:resulted from Barlow advancing his line. As the roar and shouts 

ta6i nearer, McAllister had second thoughts and called his men to at-
;, ,\<,' 

'i' (\ V \ .• ention. 
' .. '.>::,,;'\: 

"Very soon," he recalled, "a retreating mass of the First 

il:iti~ion came running along in my rear, wi. th the rebels on their flank 
. :':'-'-(;', ... ,, .. 

. #:-.1 rear." It was irr~ossible for the 2d Brigade to open fire without 

. ~ e~:::t:':":O::':~ o:i::~::,:::::':,::, c:p

::, a:":;~t, 
Id,f~1':i§iin~the withdraw-al of the $'tb Michigan. McAllister had only one 
t:_Y_f;Y;,:/d;~;j';';:::;', 
1"}t~~7e~?!t:ive--he ordered the brigade, except the 1st Hassachusetts Heavy 

!l~~'~~ery on the right, to fall back into the earthworks from which it 

.1 ,~~'~~;an.ced. Upon reaching the rifle-pits, McAllister and his officers 
.. ;;«(,:~{ <.-;;:.: 

.• 1.... :t;f:~~~0.t0\~4 the troops 'and braced, themselves to await a new Confederate 

_. ' ~'''·.",;a~_l<._ 

1\ 

• 

" '-""', .. ',' .. 

}:ott's reserve brigades (Hadill's and Bre'iSter' s) lLl<ewise melted 
--i ::::·>'J-::::\';·;':_", .. 

. ~.·'§f:and retired to the protection afforded by the earthworks erected 
·4>-,;'.~-·· 
>~·,_"-t1g,:_the Tl..iO'ht 

'- ... '- .. 0 

T' ne Confederates so far had scored heavily--Barlow's division and 

0,1' pEott, s command, except the :iff, Nichigan and the 1 st Nassachusetts 

·;r Artillery, had been sent reeling back through the pines. ~lahone 

":"ected his grim fighters against the fortifications held by Gibbon's 
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division, Gibbon's blueco2.ts, unlike Mott' sand B2.rlo-,,' s, had held their 

'p'0und on June 22. 11-lO brigades, O'Brien's on the left and Pierce's on 

tile right, defended the adv2.nce line of rifle-pits facing ",est, .. ,hile 

Blaisdell's brigade supported 0 I Brien's and Smyth's was posted behind 

/ 35 
Piercets. 

1'he cannoneers of the 12th New York Battery had unlimbered their 

3-inch rifles in the int erval bebleen 0 'Brien's and Pierce's bri-

Capta;n NcKnight CLl1d his artillerists had spent the morning 

• ,!iCren,gtllerlirlg'this emplacement. The 4th NeH York Heavy Artillery and 

1st Rhode Island-Light Artillery having returned-to-the 

Jones' house, Colonel Tidball reinforced HcKnight' s 

<lith a detachment from the 4th New York. The ex-heavy artil-

Here turned to fashioning gabions. About noon a four-gun Con-

battery emplaced in Battery No. 29 roared into action. Shells 

uncanny accuracy above NcKnight' s position, as well as the 

to the artillerists' left and right. McKni&ht had his men 

embrasures so that their pieces\'lould bear onBatterYNo~ -

Pierce, learning "'hat the NeH Yorkers were doing, sent word 

to return the Rebels' fire. At 2 p.m. the Yanks put their 

The greyclads replied <lith eight cannons. To make mat-

embarrassing for the bluecoats, sharpshooters had infiltrated 

to their front, and banged avray .. rhenever a head popped above 

1;""brs<?stHorks. Gener<?l Pierce, .. ;ho was at the battery, saw that 

a.nd his men were hard-pressed. Hoping to relieve the pressure 

the Me'.·, York artillerists, Pierce galloped to the extreme right of 

D'}--i ... ~ , 
'-co.ce. Here where his brigade anchored on the plank road, the 



1<~!lry;~1"'":= ' 

• • ; 
\ 

1 ," g€Mral hailed Captain A. , Judson Clark of Battery B, 1st Ne>l J ersey Light 

I 
Artillery. ' Clark >las" told "to open at once on the enemy ' s battery." 

" ;\;;8n Clark gave the word, hi s men began to hammer the Rebel batteries 

* '~T>4}~ ;shot and shell from their Napoleons. 36 

" '"I i,'" General Pierce reined up his horse, .. mile he gauged the effect of 

I " " C}~rk' s opening rounds . NO>l instead of the oc ca s ional report of a rifle-

I :,~':~t~~tt off to his l eft , there ca.'lle the terrible full-throated roar that 

, ,';'Jold,' Piercethat a. battle had opened. As Pierce rode down his line to-
'-~ :' :<t,,~-·,~, .'<, 

I ,' ' ;)i~~~~¥he 12th NeH York Battery, he found the road jrur.Jned .. rlth ftightened 

I '{ ;~;;~efU~~es from Nott's division. Pierce called for the officers to rally 

I }i;~~fmen behind the works occupied by Blaisdell's brigade. 37 

) ><'<~i~~~'::;i':;';'~"'~ 
11 '\"'k0}:&!i~The rifle-pits defended by 0' Brien's brigade had been subjected to 

f ~t{~~Flr's bombardment by Confederate guns emplaced in Batteries Nos . 29 

Ii ,.'t#f\,;2, before the men picketing the far side of the wheatfield fronting 

, i :; ,~;,tll~ 'trenches sent ~rord that a Confederate skirmish line had been sighted 

11'c. ;Si~l~l~:~ii,r left front. 
~ ;·.'.:,:,,·,\: .. -~,::t .. ,::,'·-

From his command post near the brigade's left, 

'/,:[:t~,ajorO'Brien nOH sighted Sanders ' Alabamans advancing through the pines 

,I t '?fJ~~~ont of Mott's sector. Moments l ater, O'Brien was dismayed to see I!' '}~~;~ s division disintegrate., A staff-officer pounded off to warn Gen­

,~,~J.l 'Gibbon that t he, division to his left had abandoned its position 

;,(~:«( ~laS in wild retreat. 38 
' ~, . - --. ' J . 
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~e.ndersT battle line came surging across the 

O'Brien's bluecoats, in conjunction with the 1s t Massachu-
t·, 

I ~ ... 
i' 

fif''&' i 
:' ; ~\SHeavy Artillery and the S'th Michigan on their l eft , beat off this 

i',1)nta1, assault .. The Alabamans pulled back, reorganized, and came on 

I \ 
~:, 

~ 

I 
[. 

~ 
i , 

Once again, they >lere repulsed. HeanHhile, l'rahone' s center and 

)j;;',t brigades clos ed in. O'Brien, to meet this che.llange to his left 
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rear, pulled his left flank regiw~nts (the 69th Pennsylvania and the 

152d New York) out of the rifle-pits and filed them to the left oblique. 

Several volleys delivered at pointblar~l{ range by these units caused the 

to recoil. 

~Iord now reached O'Brien that NcKnight's guns 1<ere in danger. I'ihen 

gained his right regiment, the 72d Pennsylvania, O'Brien found the 

closely engaged ,uth Sanders' Alabamans to their front. He re-

jhl'~.Le~ with the 72d until it had repulsed thi$,: the third frontal attack 

ltihile 0' Brien ,.ras thus employed, Gibson's Georgians 

1st l,!assachusetts Heavy Artillery and the 5'-IhNichigan from the 

~,ce-,pl,CS to the left of the 2d Brigade. From the protection afforded 

earth,.~rks, the Georgians sent volley after volley crashing into 

Pennsylvania and the 152d New York. These tyro regiments gave 

confusion. Having broken the 69th Pennsylvania and the 152d New 

¥~hone's butternuts outflanked and smashed the 184th, 106th, and 

39 

NcKnight, at the time of the Rebel assault on O'Brien's 

bellowed for his cannoneers to enlarge the embrasure of his 

Opening fire with canister, the Ne\" Yorkers enfiladed and 

j,.~~lP~'Q repulse the initial frontal attacks on O'Brien's infantry to 

NcKnight was unable to employ his other three 3-inch rifles 

~r'l:!..!Jlst the Rebel infantry to his left, because the embrasures faced' 

No. 29,to his right. The artillerists learned that disaster 

<;!'cak'pn the units to their left, \,ffien infantrymen came running 

their emplacement, cryi-11g, "lie are flanked on the left; the left 

'h..... k ...... 0 en!" 

The brave gunners mamlingthe left piece, however, held their ground 

38 
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,and sent round after round of canister and case-shot without fuse ripping 

the Confederates, until the 72d Pennsylvania collapsed. The butter-

stormed dov£11. the abandoned rifle .... pits and plz.nted a sta..n.d of colors 

v" ",w parapet protecting the left 3-inch rifle. A Rebel officer called 

rA"'~hPcannoneers to surrender. In a final effort to save his guns, 

,'>·,T."' n NcKnight ordered, lIFix prolonges! n It W2.S too late, for 

and Georgians were pourj_ng over the works in overwhelming 

McKnight at this time was on the right of the battery with 

sergeant. 

1st Minnesota. t() the battery's right broke on seeing O'Brien's 

fall to pieces. The troops were quickly rallied by their officers 

one volley, before taking to their heels a. second time. Lieu-

'l'laJlt HEmry D. O'Brien of the 1 st Hinnesota. collected a. handful of his 

joined Captain HcKnight and sev;eral of the artillerists in a 

to save the right 3-inch rifle. Just as the Yanks were a.ffix-· 

lli'lO-LClnl(es, the Confederates poured in a IIheav:y volley, II killing the 

and several men VIho ,Iere pulling the piece. SilJUlltaneously, 

i<'<j2E'~I,be1s called for the Federals to give up. l'lhereupon, Captain NcKnight 

""luted for the men to scatter. 40 

tOViard his left, General Pierce inquired of the frightened 

"v/hat has happened? II 

-"·' "nc,, replied, trV:e were flanked." 

urged the men of O'Brien's brigade to re-form, but in the 

in their panic-stricken condition, the soldiers refused to heed. 

ttey Cillfre out on the plank road, most of them Vlere halted and regrouped 

:~.; ~c .. 
. ,"''' of Blaisdell's brigade by Capta.in A. Henry Embler of Birney's staff. 

nO'1 lea.rned from Captain HcKnight of the loss of the four 3-inch rifles. 
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An aide ,Tas dispatched with orders for Captain Clark to bring up his tea'l1S, 

,[hich had been sent to the rear. As soon as the horses arrived, the left 

secti.on of Battery P." 1st Ne"l,r Jersey was shii'ted across the' plank road) 

so it could register on the area where HcKnight's guns had been positioned. 

Intermixed ,litq the artillerists of the 12th New York Battery, Pierce 

encountered infantrymen of the 1st Hinnesota and the 19th Haine. Con-

siderable difficulty W2.S experienced by the general in halting the men 

and getting them to re-form on their colors. The two regiments were de-

ployed across the road. Pierce received another blNT as Najor 1. Harris 

Hooper of the 15th }hssachusetts rode up and reported that the Confeder­

ates (vleisiger I S Virginian s) had come up in his rear and captured most 

! his regiment. Grave fears 'dere voiced by Hooper that the regim,ents 

11. 
,-

I 
I 
I 
( 

~ 
I 
I 
I 

I' I 

the left and right of his unit (the 19th }~ssachusetts, and the 42d, 

59th, and 82d Ne;! York) had also been gobbled up by the onrushing Rebels. 

When called upon to surrender by the butternuts, these regiments had 

grounded their arms and surrendered their colors. Huch different was the 

.Conduct of the 20th Nassachusetts, the unit to the right of the 59th New 

, York Captain Henry L. Patten, taking advantage of a alight turn in the 

' breast.;orks had his regiment execute a partial change of front, thus 
,. - , 

Checking any farther advance by J1a.hone I s brigades up the rifle-pits 

• 
"C''2.rd the plank road. 

General Gibbon at this hour joined Pierce. The division commander 

C.i;ected Pierce to advo.nce a strong skirmish line--the 1 stlfiinnesota. 

He then called up two smaH regiments (the 155th New York Infantry and 

8th MeH York Heavy Artillery) from Blaisdell IS brigade and told 

n~rce to recapture HcKnight's battery. The two fresh regiments were 

~';~7.ed. on the left of the 19th ~iaine. As soon as 'the men lrlere in position., 

j' . 

~~: ., 
" 
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• • 
pierce launched' his counterattack. 

By this time, Nahane had been reinforced by Brigadier General Nathaniel 

t:P..TriS r brigade ., one of the two that had been left behi.n.d \of hen the "d.i1C,-sion 

'~;-;;. ~.oved out, and a section of guns manned by Ciutter's Virginia Battery. 
'::;, -':,,: ,:.0. 

," !i~rr'is and his Mississippians were advanced by }!ahone 8..Yld told to hold 

, the captu:ced guns and rifle-pits, "bile Sanders, Gibson, and ltIei- , 

" re-formed their brigades ,and detailed fatigue parties to collect 

and accoutrements thrown a>my by the Federals in their ,lild flig.l-tt. 

I ' , ""en,,, detachments were organized , to guard the hundreds of bluecoats cap­

, \ <::):;;f.\ili"ed during the advance. 

"' I I counterattacking bluecoats drove to ,jithin 100 yards of the cap-

I 
t' 'I 

I 
'I 

I 
,I 

I 
I 

<):\'l,tJir'ed guns, before the 1st }!iPJ1esota became h,otlyenga,ged ,atp, Harris' 

',<;:'Y; ~;"'S;Sl.~lsl.ppians posted behind breastworks. One of the skirmishers re-

~:!-'li;j;~fied to Pierce that the Rebels had drc"m off the cannons and were in 

",, '."'.)"aln fubler now galloped up, and he informed Pierce that the troops 

re-formed.on the pla~~ road were coming up. Pierce, had Embler form 

line. The charge was sounded, and the. "lines went fonlard 

,;~~?,%;~ :,"L'LL , until within fifty yards of the works,When they received a 

from the enemy." ~jhereupon, the first line broke, rushed through 

It r equired the greatest exertion 

part of Pierce and his staff to check the rout. 

»;:~': Just as Pierce succeeded in re-forming his ba ttle lines, Colonel 
/" " - --. :-. 

,a~sdell reported to hiJr, ,,'ith the 170th and 182d Ne,1 York. Pierce told 

~ ; "l3dell to have , his units take post on the right and left of the second 

'/ihile Pierce ',laS conferring "lith Blaisdell, Captain Halter Gale 

the line ;.;ith orders from General Gibbon to attack jlf11!lediately . 

His sissippians had broker;, fro:.'. right to 

41 
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• • I" left, Pierce directed Lieutenan.t Ansel L. "!hite of his s t aff t o go to the 

! right with. a fe., men and ascertain the whereabouts of the 20th l·lassachu-

I 
I 
I 

setts, .Ihich was said to be holding its ovm astride the .lOrks . Pierce 

" hoped to connect with the ZOth ¥,assachusetts, "get a flank fire on the 

, enemy, and fill the Iforks in succession' from, the right ..... " 

Before Pierce could perfect his arr~Dgerr~nts, CaptaL~ Ew~ler gal-

loped up and handed hh, an order signed by General Gibbon placing him 

I under arrest . 41 

I 
Col onel Blaisdell, who superseded General Pierce, assailed the 

:i:~&§si~siPPians, but he , ,;as repulsed . 
,'·,·t' ,:: ', .... . • 

Gibbon in relieving Pierce main-j 
I " ':\~,i:ried that his failure to counterattack prompt l y had enabled the Con-

i 'Jederates to cement their grip on the captured earth1.;orks . Unless 

1 '·:}.~~~V'iiY reinforced, Gibbon \faS nOl-f:'of the opinion that, it .;!ould.' be im­

! }~~Sible for his battered division to recover the 

.' ~ 
, ~ ' 

! 

I r 
I r , , 

) 

, " 

lost ground . 42 
. ,." 

Colonel Tidball was distressed to learn of the loss of McKnight' s 
<'f", ' 

:':~f\ ': , To , stabilize the situation, two batteries (Battery A, oj st Rhode 

,"','" 

. ;';,~;:;: : Ir< 

,. ;+sl?-nd and Batteries C 81ld I, 5th U. S.) were rushed from the Jones' 
·:"~..;~~:r:~>-:. '. . 

Jo'«seartillery park to 110tt ' s assistance. ' The' guns rumbled do,i!1 a 
~[:~:lj:~':·_j:, ' . 
,~rtroad and were tlirown i nto battery behind the breastlforks in which 

~~W"s' infantry had taken cover . A short distance in fro nt of the 
". . 

' S;?!·ti.ficati ons were the pines out of which Hahone's butternuts had 

" ' ~~r~d the Third Division. Hardly had the tra ils of hi s six Napoleons 
',:~\ '> . 
·''rc:.Ck the ground, before Lieutenant J ames Gilliss ' regulars "ere en-

f'1';'cQ . 
' ..c - 1.n a due l "lith the 1s t }Jaryland Battery at r ange of 300 yards. 
; ,' ,. 

" ,, ~~ firing about 50 rounds , the Federal s gained the upper hand,and 

Confeder ates brought up their teams and ,.QthdreH their guns. 43 

At , the tiJ'l8 that the Confederates .iere s'"eeping all be fore them, 
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I "<',~> five betteries Here positioned along t he plank road. 44 The cannoneers 
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.: of the 11th Battery; NeH York Light Artillery at dusk moved their four 

3_i!lChrifles into position to the right of Ceptain Clark's Napoleons. 45 

i"Several hours later, the 6th Battery, Maine Light Artillery was advanced 

icfld relieved Clark's exhausted cannoneers. 46 

General Heade, as soon as he learned that the II and VI Corps had 
: .. ,:.'" . 

'.: .. ~ncountered the foe, got in touch vli.th Generals Viarren and Burnside. 
,",0 ' , 

: ~i;.9uld the Confederates be present in strength, the V a~d IX Corps were 

:?'i.to be ready t o advance ag2.inst the f ortific2.tions to their front or rush 

,':':"~;&;1{ ~ '.;. 
'1":,reinforcements t o the left. 47 

.iVh;l~{' ·ReplYing, Yiarren notified Neade that his tyro divisions nearest the plank 

/;;;~~t;:;c, " .. _ _ -
ijfJ:9ad'c-(Griffin.' s _aile! Ayres;') ~ would each send a brigade. Warren was of 

~'<'!:~;;~;:?}{:'::'\:' .. , ' 
i-;\E~lie opinion that it yrould be wiser f or him t o send men to bolster the 

t<i,:Y<--': 
',;:~~ft,rather than assail the Horks to his front. Because of the con-I I 

!,:!Ii-:{f~ration of the terrain in the ,Riv es Salient, \-{arren felt confident 

l ?:~wt~~: artillery could keep the foe pinned in position during t he daylight I , \.~::.~?:: .' . 48 
\ y ,,},ours . 

It f ,~.<.~.r .... ~.[.~ .. '.~.'Heade at 4 p.m. wrote ~Iarren that he had better mass his two r eserve 

I :. ,:~.;,~~g,ades behind Griffin's left. The II Corps in the fighting. had been 

I ~:\)i:oken and hurled back. Counterattacks , ho>rever,had checked the Con­

I t <, I:d,~rate surge, If the Rebel general s committed additional troops, the 

\ '.h.,. C9rps yro1l1d require mass ive assistance . The commander of the r elief 

11' '·:".;·.){umn yeas to report to General Birney ne2.r Jones ' house. 49 
f ·· ':':Y~. 11 cc, ~ · ~;enty minutes l ater , the situ2.tion along the II Corps ' f ront had 

· ... ··-:'lorated to the point) vlhe re ~1eade messaged. Warren t o send the t\'fO 

I 
II 

, 1-. • 

" "'~ .. gades non the doubl e-quick. II 50 

The t1lfO 11 Corps brigades (Co1or .. els Nathan T. Dush8.ne t s and Jacob B. 

I 

:.,:" 
,: , 
,i 



l 
II tt tt II S;;8itzer' s) ,moved out smartly at 5 p om. At Jones I house, they .... rere met 

by several of Birney's staff-officers. Dushane's Harylanders were con-, 

G.'.:.cted to Earlo.""r's support, vlhile Sltreit7.er t s brigade ',iere massed behind 

I 
il 
II 
:,-

II 

Gibbon's sector. 51 

Along the front held by 1;Jright' s VI Corps there had been heavy 

skjxmishing throughout m.uch of the afternoon bet'THeen Union skirmishers 

and ililcox's sharpshooters. News that disaster had overta..1<en the II 

Corps caused "'[right to issue instructions for his units to pull back 

to positions held in the morning. This ",ould enable him to re-establish 

contact w2th the II Corps. As Russell's division on the right retired, 

orders were given by Hright for ',fueaton to rush his reserve brigade 

(Ballier' s) "to Russell' s right to re-enforce him or Bar low." Before 

the order was received, General, Grant on the rig..0.t of 1;iheaton's battle 

i 

'I!.I· 

• ; ~:':::'::~::~:::h:'::,'::,::,~i:::O ~:::: :,;::hoo 

V··· 
""1 th' 

,;:elr right started to pullback, Grant's Vermonters did like'Nise. 

I Orders no" arrived for Grant to march to Birney's assistance, but they 

II ' ,[ere immediately countermanded, and the "Green Hountain Brigade" took 

I 

~ 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

!Xlsitio~ near Williams' house and entrenched. The 3d Vermont was thrown 

?ut to picket the area from Walker's left to the Jerusalem Plank Road. 

By 5:25 p.m. the VI Corps troops viere back. ",here they had been in the 

52 

Hil cox's sharpshooters follo"ied 'fright' s VI Corps skirmishers as 

te.e;r Hithdrel'" As they closed in on the breastvrorks into which the YarLl(s 

retired, the Confederates were received mth a galling fire. Never­

c;.eles3, the Rebels pressed on, only to be repulsed with considerable 

Thehistoric:~n of HcGo~·f2.ri I s sharpshooter bat tc..lion recalled: 
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Captain L Will iam H .~ BnL,son ... rec eived a painful 

wound in the foot , which caused him to retire) and from 
which he ,las disabled for some hro months. The cO!lulland 
of the battalion, therefore) desolved upon Captain 
L Ingraham-1 Hase~l~ ~~o dropped back to a safe position, 
from which he continued to fire and contented hlifiself 
with holding the Federals close under their guns. 53 

After the VI Corps had retired) orders were received from Meade 

, 2uthorizing ltl'right to hold his advance posHion . \'Ir i ting l1eade at 5:25, 

}Iright observed, he consid er ed his "present position, on the whole , the 
</--j 
.;' better of the two for defensive purposes) though not for attack . II 

". 

:;,,',;< • . . , 
(. I1Indeed, n he continued, nan attack from my present lines "lOuld ,be 

;~(yery injudicious)" as the VI 
;i ;,c"- ·,. 

Corps woul d be compelled to carry the works 

I! :~:'"~:'o:st~cted earlier in the day . 54 

1 :::'\'i,'" heade) upon , being notified that the t .rro V Corps brigades were on the 

~ ~~;~:~;·:t:::,r:t::"::,:: :::'::::::::':':'::::.:'::'d 
, I I ,:'; l!.t.7 0 1 clock or as soon as they were ready. 5 5 

11'1:::, ':::::, ':h:::::, 7~:::t~::~t ::"::':r::d:::::='::" 
' ' It ,,c~l~;2edMeade at 6 :1 0 that his troops would be unable to advanc e at the 

I ' X~~I~t'gtlated hour . 56 ' 

l [ f:,~' , The II' Corpsmoved out first) Gibbon ' orr-the right advancing at: 7:05 . . " 

f ~ '" 

c:rI01',on the l eft took up the advance several minutes later. Because of I I ~ <~;" . - . 
. I ·': tj'~dense woods) Barlo,r employed a "heavy skirmish line." By 7:25 Mott 

If ';,:' :f~~ started fordaN) employing the same forEE.ti on as BarlOYI. 57 

, f 
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If 

Gibbon on the right reported that he had found the Confederates,ar.d 
" .. . 
- ::~:t (Harris I Nississ ippians) were in such force as to preclude an attack. 

'\"" ~ L 's and Barlm-rls reinforced skirmish lines encountered only isolated 

:" ;~k "ts of Confederates, as t hey drove back into the pinBs. Or. the right 

45 
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~!ott' s skirmishers charged across a cornfield and took cover in the edge 

of the woods, while Barlov"s on .the left gained 400 yards, before dark­

ness put a stop to the clash of arms along the II Corps' front. 58 

General )lJ8.hone by 7: 20 p .m. had checked ,-lith his brige.de commanders. 

Since establishing contact ~r.ith BarloH'sskirmishers, his troops had 

rolled back the II Corps "more t han a mile to his trenches on the plank I' . 'Joad. II Four 3-inch rifles, along ~Ji th a l arge number of sll'a ll-arms and 

, entrenchi ng tools "had been captured. So far; over 1,600 prisoners had 

I ' .. been counted. 

! ,F;Iurned ,Jith information that the position into ,;hich the Feder als had 

Scouts, who had made their way throllg.1-} the pines, had re-

I 
'C-:-, " 

;'C'; i>' ; 

~:- ~'~,treated was "strongly forti fi ed. II Relaying this inforrr~tion to General 
j 

I '-Bin-, }fahone reported that he had r e-formed his division in the captured 

I ,:·ai1-{e-Pits , within 300 or 400 yards of the plank road. Several Union 

~·f:~Ct:,:::::::' ~ ::::n h::'::'~: :m:'::" ~~: ::':':::::':;0'::-
t ,' __ ~~") ~~f ___ ~:;: , . 

_ ·;~'-~f~t;;:i.t was "too late to push farther." In addition, "a change of pro-

l iC~St~e of mode of attack Hould b e necessary." l,fahone was of the opinion 

~'i~~,:tb:: ::0::';,'0" to, Coni'"""t" to hold M to th, gro-

l .... i., .Hill accordingly issued o rders authorizing Hahone and Wilcox t o re-

" '''Ii 
" , , 

"Il ! 

,I f 

• - "j" 
t.:: " 
~,,:re i.1'lto the Petersburg perimeter. Before doing so, hov,ever, they ,were 

that t hei r "founded were collected and evacuated. 60 

J\tl 0 p. m. Hahone r ecalled his four brigades. Covered by Harris' 
)~',' . ' 

,:", S~ssippians, Nahone ' s colulnn returned to the position held before 

\.,~,; .~ attack . The division, as evidence of its s',;eeping success scored 

, I . tr,e eXpense of the II Corps , brought ,Jith it McKnight 's four 3-inch 
? ~ .~ 

I , ,"' 

~~s , over 2 , 000 stand of arms, ar'd eight battlefla gs . 1,742 , Union 

I ' ~~o 
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" 
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nrisoners were escorted:lllto the Confederate lines by a c d eta chment led by 

E~:. hone ' s in; pect or-general . · 61 
, 

1 
By the time) "fright I s corps m.oved fonrard. , Wilcox had r ecalled his 

,I sharpshooters'. On the right Russell 's division, supported by Ballier' s 

1 
1 

~ 
1 

brigade, reoccupi ed the breastvtorks on which the soldi ers had been vmrk­

.ing at the time of t heir recall. 62 Ricketts ,. bluecoats "moved fOM\-ard 

very handsomely ·and carried ·the enemy's advance position with little 

resistance. II Pushing on, t he Third Division continued to forge ahead 

till darkness compelled Ricketts to call a halt . As soon as lines could 

be adjusted and outpos ts establis hed a nd manned, the 'soldiers stacked 

.t heir arms and began erecti ng breast\.lorks . I-Ihen he checked with his I ... · staff, Ricketts ,,,as delighted to l earn that his division had gained 

almost ·'b'lo miles. 63 Grant's and Bidwell's brigades of Whea t on ' s divi-

t 

1 
1 

sionco- operated with Ricketts. 

Grant' s Vermonters ~Jere strengthening the rifle-pits near l1illiams' 

,house,when the conunand to advance was passed . As the brigade moved for-

("'rd, steps were taken t o cover Rickett s ' l eft. It was 11 p.m. ~;hen Grant 

" j:.osted his troops in good position, about one mile east of the Weldon 

ll.ailrcad . The 4th Vermont vias deployed as pickets to connec t with the 

left. of ~[alker' s line of outposts . Bidvlell 's brigade had shifted t o 

t he right and f ollowed in close s upporting distance of Ricketts ' soldi ers. 64 

Cannoneers assigned t o three VI Corps arti llery units (BatterY' E, 

,'S, RhOde Island Light .I\rt i11 er;,r j the 3d Battery, New York Light ArtillerYj 

, c·~d, the 4t h Battery, l·!2.ine Lig.lot Artillery) emplaced their guns in support 

c, t hcketts ' division, near \'iilliams' house. 65 The men of Battery A, 

1 .1,<;. EE.ssachusetts Light Artillery unlimbered their six Napol eons n",ar 
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I • • I The recall of "Jilcox."s division disturbed the men of NcGoyJan' s Sharp­

shooter Battc~ion. It was theorized that the "failure of the Light Divi­

Ion to attack Tflay have been part of the program; to hold ''fright while 

rhOne skinned Birney." 

~Ihen Hright's men moved out at dark, the sharpshooters, who were 

Iveringthe Light Division as it pulled back, found themselves in 

deedly peril. For a fe" minutes, it seemed to the Rebels that the 

luecoats "lOuld reach the Globe Tavern road to their rear, if so their 

rtreat ,lOuld be cut off. According to the ur,it historian: 

The darkness "as intense and the underbrush thick and 
ta~gled, yet, when the purpose of the foe was discovered, 
the sharpshooters delivered a stinging volley and made a 
.dash for the road, ,lith the Federals upon eech flenk and 
close upon their heels. A furious race ensued, in ,ffiich 
a number of vicious curs from the Federal lines partici­
pated, but the light weighted, clean heeled Confederates 
won by half a neck, and made good their escape •••• 67 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

"One little sharpshooter, 11 a veteran 'recalled: 

straggled into my line just after dark. He was still pant­
ing and laughing. "L - d G - d! 11 said he, "you ought to see 
them fat Ya~~ees run. ,They run arter me, a-hollin' 'stop you 
d _ d rebel! Cut off the d - d rebels!' I heerd 'em blow. 
Say I to myself, 'You too fat Yankee! You get too much to 
eat over your side. You don't catch me!' And,You ought to 
'a seed me as I slid past em! ,11 68 

• 
General Neade.Jas disappointed that darkness hed put a stop to the 

attack, just as his Army of the PotOl!'JlC .las recovering the initiative. 

tHing Grant at 9 p.m., Beade observed, "On the left and the center Ie enemy have been pressed back considerably; on the right no advant-

ge ;,as geined." The II and VI Corps' lines were now secure. A Ilgeneral 

1"2ncell; hed been scheduled for deylight, and Birney's and Hright's troops 

;'2uld endeavor to push the Rebels ba.ck into their fortifications. In the 

IllS fighting, the Army of the Potcmae had taken about 100 prisoners. 

I"~S at the Sa,J8 time thought th~t v.rhen all the reports "Were in) he 
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I • • 1\ ", ~ ' ,; 'tiould find that his casualties , lOuld be light. 69 

I 
I: 

'ffith the situation stabilized , Heade at 9 : 03 notified Warren that 

the t,.,.ro V Corps brigades rushed to bolster. Bi rney l;IQuld be returned dur-, 

,",:in'g the ni&ht. I t was after midnight before SHeitzer' s and Dushane's 
- ~ .. : " 

, '':tro'ops were back in their camps . 70 

I 
I 
'I 
II 

\'iright by 10 0' clock had ma.de his plans for the next day. His 
?'" :" ,- 1 

,:)cotps would attack at .3 :30 a.m., in double line of battle, covered by 
):.;~t~i~(;~~:~:~·{ ' .: 

o;" ,, ";Aitrong skirmish line. Ricketts' division was to be on the left and 

,",,>~:sell ' s diVision, reinforced by Ballier's brigade, on the right. 
,\. :~;;;:<::)-,.::' . . 

t! :;J!~G¢~ll.t 1 s Vermont Brigade Hould be held in reserve, under orders to 
} .~: :·X· ~;)\:::f~~~? .'. '. 
1 ",;,'(ciJard the left as the battle lines sur ged t Ol'l-ard the Weldon Railroad. 
1 ... ,:F.{/s:~~:\ 

I r;~i;~~~~:l~:~~ F:::::' t:~~:d:: ::e'::::::~ :::::nR::::1:ow::l:o 
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THE BATTLE OF THE JERUSALEM PLANK ROAD, JUNE 21-24, 1864 
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THE BATTLE OF THE JERUSALEN PLAt1K roAD, JUNE 21-24, 1864 

Ch1>pter III 

Genere.l It!right is Paralyzed by the Confederates 

Birney's II and Kright' s VI Corps advanced as scheduled at d1>ybre1>k 

I on JtL~e 23, 1864 . Under the cover of darkness, Gener1>l A. P. Hill had 

I 
tr.i.thdrawn Nahone' s and i'lilcox's, divisions. The Rebels took their cap-

tured booty and prisoners ,lith them. Consequently, no opposition, ex-

,cept on Gibbon's front, was encountered by the blueclad skirmish lines , 
\ ':'~s they pressed ahead. By 6 a.m. Barlow's skirmishers had gained a 

I 
I 

:.'.;'-;-' 

mile, without seeing a s ingle Confederate. Gibbon 's troops reoccupied 

the rifle-pits from ,!hich they h1>d been driven the previous afternoon, 

but they were disappointed to disco'rer that Mahone's butternuts had 

, mde off ,;ith McKnight's 3-inch rifles. In front of Gibbon's l eft , , 
1 ~hots had been exchanged as the Federals closed in on the Confeder1>te 

' ~;;'fpi~ket line covering Battery No . 29. 

r General Birney at 6 :35 notifi ed Heade that on the right Gibbon had , 
I 

~ 
\ 

I 
! 

I 
I 
I 

outpos t s . In this fight~ng, Colonel Bl1>isdell was 

', ~rtally wounded by a sharpshooter. Matt 1,s ,;right by this hour h1>d re-

covered the earthworks from which it had been routed by Nahone's onslaught. 

,t·t the moment, the II Corps was continuing 

', siOle through the dense Vioods .... II 2 

to advance lias rapidly as pos-

iiithin the hour, Birney ,las ,able to report t hat Barlow's left was in 

cr,r,te.ct 'flith Russell's VI Corps division. Russell's troops, Birney 1>d-

l:" ~ . _, . 
.... s~Q l,'i€~o'e ... - ) had not advanced since daybre1>k, and Barlow ;,.ould have to 

r·o'" 1 ~ . <'-- hlS ground till they did. Barlo>j 's skirliushers by this hour had 

I-'~ :; ~ e:d t hI'O>lgh the '/foeds 2.nd ha.Q reached the edge of G field) a rrtile 
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I in advance of the earth.rorks occupied by their cOTIl.rades. To their front, 

ti-:ey- could see spoil and abatis, a sure indication that the greyclads I 

I"ej,n line of resistance crossed this field. Their ad"311ce h2.d been so 

IrE.Pid that BarloVl's skirmishers had outdistanced those from the divisions 

to their left and right. Barlovl, in relaying this information to head-

it "[QuId be impossible for his skirmishers to press 

3 
farther "without coming upon the enemy's \«Jrks." 

By 8:30 Heade had seen BarIoH's coimrrunication. On doing so, he no-

I tified Birney that he did "not "lish any attack on the enemy's ;,urks." 

As soon as Birney could adva."lce his "line in connection with 1:rright to 

lenvelop the enemyf s line;"}[eade "tianted it done. The corps 'lOuld then 

. entrench Ifin the strongest rnanner pass ible '. II 4 

I Heade also got in touch .lith General l'Jright. He wanted th e VI Corps I 

I commander to detail "a staff-officer to ascertaiJl exactly the position 

Barlow's skirmish line •.•• " This inforlI'.ation "muld be used to govern 

I Ricketts' and Russell' s movements. 5 

NeanwJ:<ile, Colonel Lyman '!a.S ,nciting Heade. He had reached a point 

mile and one-half west of Williams'. Here the road ·forked, one branch 

I leading to the ~Ieldon Railroad, tHo miles beyond, and the other north 

to;{ard Petersburg. Colonel Timothy N. Bryan and his cavalry had taken 

I t:-,e road leading to the railroad, while Ri,cketts' division >Jas on the 

C'tr .. er road,his line facing north. According to all that he had heard) 

I h:,s3.~11 t s division looked west. A prisoner from ~iilcoxl s di.v:Lsioi:1) ,,[hom 

Il:",,"~n had just questioned, explained that the Light Division on the 22d 

[;:t~rched dottm the Halifax road to Globe Tavern 2nd had then struck 

1·2t;Ia:>d across the open fields north of A:LKen t s house. 6 

F-I'ior to st~!'ting on his r2.id against the South Side 2!lC I::b.n.yille 

I 
5l 

of 



I • • I C2ilroads, General Hilson on JlUle 21 had organized a provisional cavalry 

1"'''ig9~de to be' cOllli-nanded by Colonel Brjan. 

t.) the provisional brigade .... rere detached a.'1d rendezvous at the camp Colonel 

That evening the units assigned 

On the 22d Bryan r eported 

cover the left of the VI 

Outposts ... ",.ere est2_blishsd a.r..d. manned on the Jerusalem Flank and 

l 1.es'S Hill roads·, 

Colonel Bryan on the mor~ing of the 23d had taken the field at the 

11. h"ad of t·.;o battalions of the 18th Pennsylvf'.nia Cavalry. Turning into 

'I 
il 
I. 
; 

I. 
t .• ' . 
~ , 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

the Globe TaVern rof'.d, Bryan rode "est'nard-his goal the Heldon Hailroa.d . 7 

Colonel Lyman at 10 o ' clock, having examined Hicketts ' and Russell ' s 

positions, addressed a second note to his chief . He had found the divi-

sions posted, as indicated in his letter of 8:30, except that their lines 

':ere "rather crooked by reason of going through thick woods ." Captain 

Alexander H. Beattie of the 3d Vermont with about 90 sharpshooters had 

gained the Heldon Fl2ilroad, seeing only a few Confederate horsemen as 

.p ": 
.ney pushed ahead . After cutting the ~elegraph, Beattie had had his men 

pry loose a number of rails. Hicketts ' left at this hour . rested on a 

L~rge field, one and one- half miles east of the tracks. Orders had been 

"iven for FI.icketts and ,meaton to see that a line of skirmishers was 

e 2 ~"-blished linkingRicketts' left with Beattie's sharpshooters at Globe 

L~!l had also resolved the difficulty bebleen Fussell and BarloH. 

""",e11 had been a little in advance of BarloH and to "resume connection," 

" ',d to dra'" back his righ t flank slightly. 8 

Fifteen minutes l ater) General ~iright notified Neade that all that 

~'3en 2nd he,:.rd indi cated lithe generc11 direction of my line is not 

52 
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I • • 
Ifar from right, though it .. lill probably be advanced some'·lhat." Beattie's 

c,,-trol had reached the railroad, so Fright inquired, 'rwiould it be Horth 

I~,ne to attempt destroying the road at that po:Lnt?" 9 

I' It· HaS noon before ~iright' s message "as read by Meade. Replying i.m-

~lediately, Neade observed that the part of .. [right I s dispatch reading, "the 

I general direction of my line is not far from r:i.ght, though it will pro-

baoly be advanced somel',nat" ~/2.S unclear. It had been Heade' s intention 

Ito l>.E.ve the VI Corps press ahead till it encountered the foe; and then 

"o, lpress the Rebels back into their "orks. Barlo;·,, s skirmish ers vlere 

,./,,· !mownto be before the Confederate fortifications, consequently, Neade 

' Ifelt that IVright should advance his skirmishers as far as Barlo"lls, and 

t hen advance his battle line . 10 

·.·.·.,1 ·· >. .- Two hours before, Heade had ,,;ritten~lright that it would be a .lise 

.. IElove to put Colonel BrJan' s horsesoldiers to ,lOrk ,;recking the ~!eldon' 

P~ilroad on either side of Globe Tavern. An officer had been sent to 

IBr/an with two wagon loads of tools. 11 

signal officer posted .in a tall tree near . Jones I ' spot-

colUu"11l moving down the Halifax road to'll2.rd Wright IS 

" 

I ~eft. When he Harned Vlright of what could be a dangerous development, 

heade inquired, J~,ihat progress are you making in your advance?" 12 

.1' A staff-officer, ;iho had ridden with Bryan's horsesoldiers to the 

l'?ilroad, vJaS disa ppoint ed to discover that iJright 

·1 ; .c:J.e of the troopers as pick ets to guard his left. 

had merely detailed 

tiher. lceade "TaS ap~ 

I P!'ised of this, he ordered liright 

Ca-r2.lry on the roads crossing the 

feel for the enemy." 13 

to "thro\<T out strong parties of the 

r ailroa d, in advance of your left, 

1fright replied at 12:10 p. m.) i n..forming his chief th2.t he had 

I 
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• • • 
I detailed a small force of cavalry to wa tch his left, ~Ihile dispatching 

t he rest Ll1 t~iO c oltmms to "feel the enemy, and get inforlffition ." At 

• the time t hat Heade I s latest t v.JQ messag~s had been received" "l,ITright ',.iaS 

I 

• 
I 

rl 1-- ' 

en route to see Birney "to arrange an advance, having previously ordered 

my picket-line fOrl-Jard." ~Tright , las of the opL'1ion that the tlVO corps ' 

CQuld not co-operate effectively in an adva.l1ce J unless the comnanders 

could meet to coordinate their plans. . In vie'd of Meade's concern 

r egarding his movements, i'lright promised to "continue on ~lith my OMl 

command alone, ,dthout regarding the connection with any other corps ." 14 

Colonel Bryan ' s column as it r ode ,:esL>iard had. encountered a f e,l 

Rebel horsemen near Dr. Gurley's. Dismounting,. the Federals drove back 

•••••• w ."w _ ~·,_ •.•• --.• -. ·.'-.c''-';~;'1F 

'.' t 

, . 

II 15 the butternuts and pushed on to;ra rd their objective--the Iveldon Railroad . 

t. ., 

Bryan turned his men to prying up rails . The ,Iagons with the tools hav­

ing failed to sho'd up, Bryan forwarded a r eques t to Wright to lend him 
16 I 

• 

some,. 

A signal officer at 12 :45 sighted a COl UJl11'l of Rebel infantry "at 

l east a mile long, ,lith two batteries of artillery, moving out of the 

enemy 's works along the Weldon railroad ." Heade, to guard against a 

repeat of what had occurred on the 22d, wanted Ivright to advance his 
. . . 

Picl::ets and "push out parties of caval ry, so as to give you .•• notice 

of tne enemy's position as you advance ." 17 

Besides advancing his skirmish line , General vIright made several 

• ot:1er changes in the dispositions of his VI Corps brigades. 

t:-:e day orders Here given for Ballier' s brigade to move up from the 

Early in 

11'OS80 e and plug a gap t hat had o pened be tween Russell I 5 and Ricketts' 

After the brigade had movsd to the point indicated, Colonel 

informed by Genera.l Russ ell t he.t his and Ricketts I troops 

• ~ :r 'e,?"dju~j' ~ ed their lines and the opening httd' "closed . The brigade then 



I 
I 

•• 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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• • 
I 
I 
I 
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• • 
reported to 'fQeaton I s command post near Ricketts I left. NeHS that a strong 

' Rebel columIl was tramping south,caused viheaton to tell Ballier to advance 

his bluec c:~ts ·a.nd post them. on the left of Grant 's brigade. - As his t roops 

. "'< filed into position, Ballier found that .. his battle line -.ras ~Fithin, one-

:" ';\: f~urth mil'e of Aiken I s house and faced • .-est. While the rest of the ' in-

. fantrymen Here tU.rned t o thro1d .ng up brea.st',\"orks .1 Bal1ier ordered out 

62d Nm; York, .,n,th instructions to extend' the skirmish line . 18 

General Grant ~~s like~se very busy . Shortly after Beattie and .his 

.<h, rMh""t·ers had arrived on the railroad, the brigade' pioneers were or-

out to rip up rails. Next, came a call from General ~lheaton "for 

properly ,officered," to 'report to the .brigade officer ' of the 

" ~i'; 'i ua:'--.~l,eutenant Colonel Samuel E. Pingree. The detail was made from 

Vermont, and the men deployed to form a picket line from the 

;f:dPi},~;,J. grlC of the 4th Vern:ont to the Heldon Railroad. Their mission -.rould 

I? ';r;:\ii.,; twofold--besides protecting the pioneers, they '·iOuld maintain a con-

1 

i-."'.!."" With the main force. Soon thereafter, Grant received a ' call for 

detachment, "to support the lin.e . lI . Hajor Charles K.Fleming of 

1th Vermont was sent 'out in charge 'of .this force, which was posted 

one-half mile in front and to the left of the brigade • • Thus by 

the strength of the Vermont Brigade had been sapped by details 

picket lines and for fatigue parties. 19 

. l:li~d.',;e:ll' s brigade of viheaton '5 division ~las held in reserve near 

.' :~<'c'l,amsl h01.<se, "hile E{]."J2 rds' continued to hold its position across 
., ...... , 

Jerusalem Plank Rred. 20 . 

All of Ricketts' men, except thos e on the skirwish line, ,,(ere k ept 

The strong Rebel column sighteciand reported by per3on.ne~ of the 
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I • • 
I t2.king cognizance of the hard "Iork ' of t he afternoon of the 22d, had let 

Sergeant John Sale of the 12th Virginia reported I t""eir men sle'ep in. 

t rit t he Ifslept till ten 0 I clock at \.tbich time L-vleJ "lex'e 1'laked to go 

I en picket . Relieved a portion, of the 6thL-Virginia-1 Reg:t . l'lhile on 

post learned that our ' Brigade had b een ordered to march out." 22 

, General l,ee, on learning that the Feder als ,',ere a ge,in feeling their 

I "ay toviard the I-Ieldon Railroad, had got in touch Viith the l eader of his 

III Corps, A. P. Hill. , A strong colwnn 'IC,S to be pushed down the Hali- , 

'I f 

f ax 'r 'aad and attempt to dislodge the Union 'force that had reached the 

, , i, 
II 

1ieldon Railroad at Globe Ts,vern. If fortune continued to smile on Con-

federate arms; the Yankees might well be dealt another punishing blo;r. 

Hill determined to entrust corr~i4~d of the column that ;ras t o be 

ordered out to General Nahone .l'iilcox ./as still in hot ;rater Vii th his 

illl!Jlediate superior,. , because of his failure to co-operate with }lahone in 

the attack ' on the II Corps. Wilcox in his defense had clzi'lledthat his 

orders from Hill were cont r ary t o Mahone's battle pl an, so he hadheld 

\I'" , t o his ' instructions and had a ccordingly done little to contribute to 

t " :;the sweeping success scored by Mahone 's troops at t he expens e of 'the 

'il 
• 

II 
o 

1 'I ' I:r Corps. 23 

, Except for the men on picket duty, Mahone was accompanied by his 

I entire division, 'ihen he took the field at noon on June 23 . }lahone's 

I 
I 

",st!'iking force ,/as mat eri ally increased, "hen Brigadier General viilliam 

1' . Kirkland repcrt€d to hi'll with his four-regiment North Carol ina Brigade. 

After zrarshaling his t roops near t he Lead v.forks , flahone put his six bri­

(:"""8 and hiO batteries i n motion down the Halifax road. 24 

Upon reaching t he woods three-quarters of a mile north of Globe 

?·~.·/ .r: rn ) ~·!chone - c~l]. ed a h21.t to form hisbrigg.cies into double li~e_ of 
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I • • 
It was mid-afternoon before the Rebel officers had completed their 

IdiSPosHions in the cornfield north of the pines and ",ere ready to strike. 

Covered by a strong force of skirm:ishers, the butternuts drove dovIn the 

Irailroad, scattering Beattie's sharpshooters and Grant's pioneers. As 

scon as they could collect their 'tIits and regroup, the Federal foot­

Isoldiers retired east-Ylard to\-,rard Ai.ken 1 s house. Pressing on, the Con-

federates cleared Bry&~'s cavalry from the right-of-way. Bryan's horse­

Isoldiers pulled back along the road leadLDg to Dr. Gurley's. Before be-

I ing routed from the railroad, Bryan reported tba t his men had VIrecked a 

quarter mile of track and burned one culvert. 25 

I To cope "lith this Confederate thrust, v{right thought it a goo'd idea 

recall part of Ricketts' division. Ricketts' men would be deployed 

assist .'fueaton to hold the ArmY of the Potomac's left flank. Hoping 

Ito gain time, orders were issued for 

vance and attack anything but a line 

Bryan and his cavalry "to again ad­

of bat tIe." 26 

I At 4 p.m. I1right "larned Heade that according to latest advices from 

the front, a second Confederate battle line had crossed the railroad, on 

I the left of the one that had driven in Beattie's sharpshooters and Bryan's 

I cavalry. 

Muld be 

The way the situation was developing, it looked as if his left 

subjected to w2jor attack. If.there were any troops in reserve, 

I ':e?de had better put them in motion, because the VI Corps' left w-as weak. 

For the time being, the forward movement by the VI Corps' skirmish line 

I to;,'?rd the Petersburg defenses had been suspended. Orders had also been 

issued 

I 
recalling Edi'iards' brigade from the Jerusalem Plan.l( Road. 27 

Upon receipt of Wrig.'ot's message, Meade fired off a barrage of tele-

I L1 C:'c;. Birney >las to notify his "division commanders to be prepared LD 

t.~>2 event of General tiright being obliged to thrOtrl b2.ck his left to meet 

I 
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I 

the line occupied last night, should it be necessary. II 28 Warren ,-,as 
20 

of his V Corps tlbrigades at once to the VfilliBlns house .... " ' 

"take the initiative and attack the enemy if, in your 

course is advisable; if not, that you ,,-ithdravl your left 

secure it .... 11 In case his movements affected his right) 

;<';~1Fj~t~ was to keep Barlow informed. Word that Warren had been instructed 

all the reinforcements he could spare to bolster the VI Corps was 

I'iright. 30 

I S proposal to recall Edwards I troops 'las frustrated "I'1her:l 

reported, "Confederates advancing up the Jerusalem plap.k 

Subsequently, it VIas discovered that this tale was a ,lild 

I/F.:ii.-i!ii/i.l."ll.ln moments of the receipt of Meade's 4 o'clock telegram, vlarren 

Griffin and Ayres. They were told to turn out their reserve 

,aCles--~)'IE'itzer' s and Dushane IS. Ha ving been called out on the 22d, 

and men-knew exactly what to do. After being formed and 

Sweitzer's and Dushane's bluecoats moved out, turning into 

Plank Road. The V Corps brigades by 5:40 had Teached 

32 
';~Jl~a~s' house. 

<!~:,:::}j:eanwhile, Bryan I s cavalrymen had endeavored to delay ~iahone 's 

th¢y failed. Skirmishers covering theadvanc.e of Harris I 

."'''~:Lseippi Brigade by 5 0- 1 cloCk had driven the Unj.on horsesoldierS 

picket line held by Grant I s Vermonters. One of Heade 's 

(Captain \.T. VI. Sanders) ,;as so disgusted by the ,laY the 

behaved that he notified his chief, our cavalr:.r lfdoes not no~; 

;l;;~ar tr; be worth an;,rthing as fer' c.s fighting goes. 11 General Wright) 
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'1iho viaS on the scene, called for Colonel Bryan to dismount his tvro bat-

talions of the 18th Pennsylvania and put the troopers into the rifle-

33 pits. 

Neade at 5 :40 notified Wright that the hiO V Corps bri-gades ,mre 

near Hilliams' hous". Staff-officers had been detailed to post the 

relnforcemetlts in support of the VI Corps batt eries. 34 

i The Rebels 1'101'[ assailed Grant's picket line • As soon as the 

il .. ··. cavalF.:r had fallen back before Eanone's adva.'1ce, Na.jor Flewing had had 

11 
I .'. 
:1: 

his men strengthen their position by erecting barricades of fence rails. 

It ,[as believed by vJneaton and Grant . that the foe ,[ould assail Fleming's 

skirmish line, but the greyclads (Harris' Nississippians) bore to the 

1

'.1.' "' ''left around a skirt of woods." 

>'his pickets, so they Vlould be abreast of Fleming 's right. The 4th Ver-
I 

At the same time, Ricketts advanced 

\1 I II !, rig.lJt of Walker's battalion of the 11 th Vermont. 

i of Ballier's regiments to cope ,lith this thr.eat to his left. ii ' 

mont VIas· called for.mrd as skirmishers and took post on Fleming'S l eft. 

·Il1.:t the Hississippians sl'iept farther to the l eft, closing in on the 

~lheaton committed hiO 

General Grant, fearing for the safety of his command, galloped to 

-, . '1 i>~HQn, the Rebels would take the 4th Vermont and Fleming 's soldiers 

I 
fr om the r ear. Hright replied, liThe division officer of the day has 

[-, is in.structions . 11 

I fPiihat are they? II 

:I 1 !1 ca.s e the Rebels broke thr-oug}! on the left)" ;'fright ans~dered, tithe 

I 
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I • • 
Itth Vermont and FlerrCLDg's battalion were to retire to the right a~d come 

in on Ricketts.! skirmish line. II 

I Shortly after the t..,ro generals parted) Harris I Mississippiarls sruashed 

ihrOUgh Kalker's battalion, occupying a field in rear of the 4th Vermont 

"nd Fleming's men. vrnen they sought to withdraw to the right as planned, 

tne Vermonters fOlmd to their horror that General Mahone had committed 

Briga.dier Genera.l Joseph F;neg,h's Florida Brigade. Seeing an opening, 

I;e.hone had ,a;:!YaOced Finegin' s Floridians. Advancing through the pines 

~nd dense undergro,·Jth ,lest of Aiken's, Fineg:;m' s brigade quickly rolled 

~ack Ricketts' skirmish line and infiltrated the woods beyond. The jaws 

tf the Rebel pincers quickly snapped. Except for a few men vfho were able 

to hide in the pines, Fleming's battalion and the 4th Vermont, 400 strong, 

lurrendered to Finegin's Floridians. 35 

I 
l'lright was understandably distressed to learn that the Rebels had 

roken vJheaton' s picket line. Alarmed for the safety of his left and 

!Fear, he called frantically for reinforcements. 

eral 'flheatonwas authorized to call up Bid"rell' s 

At the sa~e time, Gen-

brigade from l1illiams' 

touse. Heade on being apprised of Wright's fears sought to calm his corps 

commander. 

left flank" 

At 6:30 he sent the message, "Do not let the enemY turn your 

, either attack or withdraw; the former is most preferable." 

If there ",ere no Confederates in front of his right, the VI Corps' leader 

could use troops from Russell's division to beef up his left. If his at­

Ite.ek were unsuccessful, i'fright could take adva.ntage of the late hour and 

retire. 

IE~des be 

I 

Only in "case of 

"t· d 36 comml -C8 • 

extreme emergency" would the two V Corps bri-

"Shall I 

beti'188nmy 
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1 1eft of this morning and the vlilliams L house-.J?" But, Wright cautioned, 

"the attack on my left mey be a feint to cover a 'major assault on my pre­

.sent front ." 37 

}feade, hovrever, urged vIright to attack at once . Bid.iell I S brigade I 
;!2S en route to'support the VI Corps ' left, and another could be called 

lup if necessary. There .... ras no time to ch2.nge po?ition, Iofeade messaged, 

and 

I 
not much fo r an attack if Wright conti nued to drag his feet . 38 

At 6:55 Heade learned from Colonel Lyman, 'Iho .... as at ~irightrs hea.d-

I quarters, that . pickets had 

south of Second Swamp, and 

r eported that t he Confederates "iere advancing 

well to the left of the VI Corps. This column, 

,i·lit was theorized, was striking fo r the Jerusalem Plan~~ Road. Consequently, 

Russell had been told to rush hiO brigades to bolster I'fright' s left . 39 

··1 .. 
I'lright at 7 0 I clock in reply to Heade 'sla test tel egram complained, 

' I"S
O 

and 

far it has been .as · much as I could do to prevent my flank being turned 

quite impossible to form a column of attack ." The Confedera.tes were 

'.1 undoubtedly pres ent· in fo rc e, but .... here they' ;;ould strike remained un":' 

certaLn. Till then, ltlright was of the opinion that the correct role for 

• his corps .JaS defensive. In this stand, he Has supported by t.iO of his 

thre di . . d' 40 
I ' e V1Sl0n cornman ers . 

Five minutes l ater , an increasingly jittery Wrig.l-tt warned Meade, "I 

IL~gine that all the disposable rebel force is moving r01h~d our left for 

a general flank attack." The sooner !·ieade called up and posted heavy re­

"I inforcements, extending beyond the pl a.''lk road,the better . If Hwde Here 

1 1:.~~ble to do this, the VI Corps should .lithdra'" as s oon as it HaS dark. 41 

Heade , after reflecting on the i nformation supplied by Colonel Lyn'2.n, 

I ~ l;;€'O sted at 7:15 that if t he Hebels were driving tO~Jard the plank road , 

~-;::- ig~~.t. s r:ould cross Second Sv-.ramp and take t hem. in the flank • The arw.y 
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I • • I Onml2-nder feared that if ~lright continued to procrastinate it ""uld "prove 

disastrous", bec2-use the VI Corps could not extend its left, and the army 

Ico::~".8,nder h2-d no reinforcements to s end t o the point of danger. 42 

I as 

Growing more agitated by the minute, He2-de at 7:20 wired ~[right that 

there 'liaS no time to form COlUlll.'1S, he ,'as to att.?ck in line of battle. 

IIf the Confed er.?tes interposed bet,·;een the VI Corps 2-nd the plank ro.?d, 

j'leade fUlUed, he "lOuld hold \'fright responsible. 43 

I This note, as expected, served .?s a goad. At 7:30 Wright r eplied 

IterSelY, ttl Hill att.?ckshortly from '!Ihat may be considered my present 

right. The left to'iard t he ~[illiams house must stand fast ." 44 

I Me.?de at 7:35 notHied Wright that from the time the Confederate threat 

had materialized, he had urged his corps commander "to decide promptly, 

leither to attack or to withdraH your left to the position of l.?st night, 

"I extending from the Christian house ' to Strong 's. " 

Wright, Meade Hrote, "Your delay has been fatal. " 

Focusing his ire on 

Meade Hould "not 

I blindly order" Wright to attack, but the responsibility for not doing 

so must rest on the corps commander I s shoulders .45 

I Seventy-five minutes later Nea,d e h.?d his answer'. Wright Hould with-

dr.?'" his corps to the liposition held last night, and shall commence the 

/' I ~ovement at once." \fuen he redeployed his troops, t"IO divisions ,Iould 

I I 010 in line, one in res erve, Hith the t>lO V Corps brig.?des "still f.?rther 

, to the left extending over the plan,k ro.?d." 46 

I 'tiright h.?d failed to g,i v e him any data on ,/hich to form a "judgment," 

either .?s to the strength or positi on of the foe, so Meade decided it ,{ould 

I be Ul'Mise to overrule his subordinate. Permission Has therefore gr.?nted 

the VI Corps to retire. I'fright, hO>Tever, must be prepared "to take 

o ffensive to-morrow at early da.ylight. H The corps' pickets vrer;: to 
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• • 
be left ' as f ar out as possible, when t he troops were pulled back, and ex-

tended on the left a considerable distance dovm t~e pl ank r oad. General 

t:arlovr vias to be kept advised of the r e treat of the VI Corps, 'so that he 

mig.llt "conform to it." 47 I Wright, when given the green light , l ost no time. Orders ''fere pre­

I p<.red for the officers 1 guidance. Russell' s division on the right vias 

t o reoccupy the rifle-pits "coTIunencing from the strong house, and con-

II 

I 

I 

necting vrith the Second Corps." Ricketts ' troops were to move into the 

'rlorks on Russell i s Ie-ft . 'iiheaton 1s division l Ias to ta..1ce po.sition on 

Ricketts' l eft, with at l east one brigade behl€en Second S-,[C.mp and the 

plank road. The t"o V Corps bTigades vlere to occupy the "first open 

field on the other side of the plank road in rear of the prolongation' 

of General' ~lheaton' s lines to the l eft ." 

l'lhen t he corps to';'k-up its neH positions, ,the pickets Here t o be 

kept at l east one- half mile to the front . Outposts from l'lheaton' s di vi­

sion were to connect with those from the V Corps. Chief of Artillery , 

Charles H. Tompkins vias 'to h~ve one battery report t o\ofneaton, and 

"whatever can be used" to the senior office,r present ~rith the V Corps 

brigades. Colonel Bryan Has to advance his cavalry down the Jerusalem 

Plank Road at least three miles, and vratch all the roads coming in from 

48 
t'18 >lest. 

IlrJnediately aft er the over'.<helming of iiheaton' s picket line by 

FL"1et~:l T s and Harris 1 briga.des, \fright called on General Ricketts f or 

' help. Ricketts told the comrrander of his advance brigade, Colonel Benjamin 

F. Smith, to ' detail three regm_ents to report to GEneral Grant . Smith 

I 1'=';"ed the 6th Maryland, and the 11 0th and 122<'- Ohio . ';Iithin a fe\'T minutes, 

O~J. ~l::'S arrived- for ~rrd.th to r ecc.ll the res t of his briga.de and mass it tc 
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11 • • 1 the rear of I'lheaton's hard.,.pressed division. Colonel ~iilliam S. Truex's 

I 
brigade moved up from the reserve to occupy the rifle-pits vacated by 

SiJ.ithls bluccoat$ ~ 

I ,,/hen the 11aryland and hiO Ohio regiments reported to Grant, he posted 

them alongside his Vermonters. T'ne officers "ere instructed to hold their 

1 men reGdy to chctrge the Confederates, l/hem they could he2.r moving . about 

in the pines and underbrush to their fronL 

I 
At first, it seemed to the 

Federals as if the Rebels v,ere massing for a frontal ass'ault;- Severa,l 

Then the I light thrus ts were ma.de a nd parried by 1-fheaton' s pickets. 

soul'ldsreaching the Yanks seemed to indicate that the greyclads had 

moved around their left a.Y!d Here striking to\'rard the plank roao.. 49 

. • vright encountered no difficulty in breaking contact ,tiththe foe, 

because the Confedera·te leaders, several hours ,before, had determined to 

return to their lines. By midnight the VI Corps had retired and taken 

up the positions described in '{.fright's memorandum. 50. 

UnknOl,n to ~iright and his generals , General Hill, who had spent most 

i l 
[·'1 .' 
i 

l 

of the day vlith General Hahone,had determined late in t he afternoon to 

recall the column. After telling Hahone to collect his troops and retire 

into the Petersburg lines, General Hill, accompanied by his staff, h eaded 

be,ckup the Halifax road. Reaching his headquarters at 9 p.m., Hill te­

legraphed General Lee, a t ers e r eport of vthat had occurred up till the hour 

that he had l eft Globe Tavern. According to the corps conunander, "1're did 

I 
not accomplish anything; about 100 prisoners of the Sixt.h Corps. It ",a$ 

so hot, the undergro;Jth s o thick, and the enemy retiring all the time , our 

It",,- did not press f onrc.rd. Indeed, could not sufficiently fast to get up 

I ,",., + h .' , b' II 51 
I'~vn v .. el.r maJ.n cay. 

I 
SB!'ge3.nt. ~al.e , aJ.ong 'tJ-i til the other pickets left to hold the Vlorks 
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I • • \·In the division moved out, was relieved a t 5 p .m. The men of the 12th 

lf gi.nia startecf looki ng fo r their brigade, ~reisiger ' s . Sergeant Sale 

recc.lled that at f irs t this a.ppeared to be a hopel ess t ask., l1as no one 

t '" anything about what direction t hey had taken . By some means heard 

t heir di rection and 

:1 165 , the soldi ers 

t ook " the He.lifax r oad. After pro ceeding about two 

encountered General Hill' s part::" . Hill t old them 

I halt and res t a s t he di vi s ian would s oon be "coming up ." 

Kahane and his brigade cOll'ma.'1ders at dark r ecalled their troops . 

I s oon as aJJ. the brigade cOlr.Jl'..anders had reported in w"ith their units, 

Nahone put his colwlln in mot i on up the Halifax road . 

I Ser geant Sale a nd his comrades heard t he division as it approached . 

i l ancing at his 

igade passed, 

I-entering the 

No . 35, Before 

watch, Sale noted th e hour: it ,las 10 p.m. As \,;eisiger's 

Sale and his men fell i.'l. }lahone and his troops, after 

Petersburg perimeter, camped for t he night near Battery 

r etiring, t he butternuts were issued r ations . 52 

I Reporting to G€nera l Hill on his r eturn, . Mahone explained t hat shortly 

(
t er the corps ~ommander 

nveloped a port~on of t he 

had l ef t the front, Fineg:an 's Floridians had 

VI Corps picket line , forcing a l arge number 

If bluecoats to ground their arms . 'All told during the day's expedition, 

the division had captured 600 prisoners, including 28 officers. 53 

I Hilcox ' s division on the 23d had been redeployed. The Light Divis ion 

i'~~ pulled out of the rifle-Pi~s near th~ ;1eldo~ RailrOad, and . mar ched a 

.. ,LLe c o t he left , "here the brlgades rell.eved tne troops noldlng th e ,;Drks 

Ito the ri&~t a.'1d left of the Jerusalem Pla.'1k Road . As this movement was 

r:2<e duri ng the daylight hours, with par t of the ro ut e i.'1 "full view of 

t il e foe )!! NcGoY-fan's brigade caIne under fire from a Union battery as it 

1 ·;'ijrCJ.''.ched i.t s n e>.'i 

:~:: ":: J . i =-; .:; ~ 11.:= I' ~: :, i{:: 

position . Sinc e these guns enfilacl ed this ser. cQr o f 
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I )1 • • I from any casual ti es • " Skirmishers '1iere then advanced to occupy and hold 

I the picket line, ,,'nich at this point Yfas about 400 yards in front of the 

"ca.in line of resistance. 54 

I P~ong the II Corps' front on the night of the 22d,Colonel Tidball 

had repositioned one of his ba.tteries. The cannoneers of Battery F, 

I 1st Pennsyl~-an.ia Light A:ctiller;y- Here call.ed up and emplacE-.d their 3-

J :'1 

I 
II 
, 
\ , 

\1 
[I 

-j 
I 
I 
I 

'I 
I 
I 
I 

inch rifles east of the Jerusalem PlarLl{ Road, and to the right of the 

6th Haine 1 s Napoleons. A COl'lpany from the regular engineer battalion 

ElS called up to throv[ up emplacerEents to cover these guns. Colonel 

Tidba.ll shortly after daybreak had the 4th New York Heavy Artillery 

report to General Gibbon, '1bo placed the artillerists· turned infantr,f-

meD. in the rifle-pits to the left of the plar~l( road. The Confederates 

had the plank road under observation, and when their spotters reported 

the two V Corps brigades as they marched for the Williams' house, their 

guns opened fire. Before the Rebel gunners could seriously interfere 

:,,'ith the column, three II Corps batteries (the 11th New York, the 6th 

. Haine, and Battery F) roared into action, quickly demonstrated a rre.rked 

55 
superiority, and silenced the greyclads' cannons. 

Before catching a few hours sleep on the night of the 23d , General 

"0"" lssued orders for his divi.sion cOlP.manders to see that their picket "{;-<O:'i ~'~.t. • 

lines ;;ere advanced at 6 a.m., "for the purpose of feeling the enemy (if 

t~;f::'- still' t) re:m.?J.n in Ol'.r fron .... \I The skirmishers '1i81'8 to push for-

'<c till they reached the ground from which th8 corps had just retired. 

"~'-:l'2;,el Bryan. at the Sa[C.B time -.,.[.2.S to thrOl;[ out mounted patrols to see 

I 
I 
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• • I if he could ascertain the Confederates' position. 56 
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A change of officers along the picket line occasioned some delay, 

but by 6:30 the VI Corps 1 skirmish line had mov-ed out. VJithin 75 minutes., 

one of the pe.trols organized by Colonel Bryan had advanced t,ro and one-

half wiles to Dr. Gurley's, vlithout encountering any Rebels. Pushixlg on, 

the horsesoldiers crossed the rcdlroad at Globe Tavern. 

-In front of the VI Corps, the skirmishers, as they ,rorked their way 

cautiously fonlard, sa" fe,,, greyclads, Host of these had a good headstart 

and were able to elude the Yanks.- Fifteen butternuts) "rho ffid straggled 

"hen their brigades retired into the Petersburg perimeter, were captured 

by the VI Corps' picket line. None of these pro ved to be very "intelli-

gent or communicative." About all the Union intelligence people could 

learn on questioning them was U.a t 'dhile most belonged to Fine[4'1' s 

Florida Brigade, several CaJlle from other brigades of I1ahone's division, 

,lith one or hlO from Kirkland's brigade of Heth's division. 57 

. Hright' s skimishers by 10: 15 had advanced to the position Qcc.upied by 

the picket line on the 23d, ',hj.ch 'das hlO and one-half miles beyond ·the 

breastworks currently held by the corps. Notifying Meade of this deve­

lopment, l'lright inqui;ed, "Do you ,lish them to continue to go forward?" 58 

At 10:30 Chief of Staff Humphreys replied for Neade. The pickets 

,I ;;ere to push on, and they ,rere to be supported, As they did, they ,·,ere 

to me.intain contact with Birney's skirroshers, which had also been or­

I cered foX"ward. vIhen his pickets had "secured sufficierlt ground," \<[right 

~,,,,s to advance his battle line, "connecting with General Birney's, ,·/hose 

I 
I 
I 

1"-2;:1:, ~'rill be moved to correspond ~rith your right. It Hright v{2s to leave 

two V Corps brigades where they Here, and post his left to give 

s:':;'>J.:::'ity to his main line of r8sista!?ce. 59 

67 

, 
c 

'i 

I 
i i 

\ i; .; 
I ' 
I 



" -'Ii 

f I i 
! 

I i 
! 
! 
! 

I'· 
I i , 

l 

I 
I 
I , 

I ! 
l 

I i 

I i , 

I I : 
I , 

I I 
I. 

I 
I 
I 

! 

I 
I 
I 

• • 
In r esponse ' to this directive, I'Tright at 11 :45 alerted his divJsion 

comme.nders to "be prepared to move as soon as orders to that effect are 

received by them . If Thes~ instructions l-iare to be sent as soon as not:Lce 

from the corps' officer of the day was received that the picket 11-'1e had 

reac hed the area held on' the 23d,and connection me.de with tl>.at of the II 

60 
Corps. . 

Before this order could be implemented, General Grant visited Heade 1 s 

;Jerusalem Plank Road command post . After learning that the fight on the 

had resulted in a stampede by the II Corps, Grant d etermined to aban·· 

..... . . ~, ... for the time being his efforts to invest ·Petersburg . Beade "as to 

'refuse his left flank, ",hile the II and ·VI Corps "strongly fortified" 

ground gaJned >rest o f the plank r oad . 61 

In vie>r of this decision by Grant, Meade at 12:40 notified ~Iright 

and Birney that they need not · advance beyond their present lines unt i l 

differently. 62 v-Iright, after conferring i'lith Neade, notified 

division commanders, as it HaS possibly they could remain where they 

for "a day' or hro" tha.t t hey have their soldiers "strengthen t he 

already throym up ." 63 

Since there would be m. attack, Wright had the corps officer of . the 

adjustw.€nts in the picket line. The outposts on the 

rigrlt were to ro.aintain contact "1ith Barlow's skirmishers, "to advance 

.. ;rith them, and halt .,hen they do. " By nightfall t he picket line "as as 

fa:r adva.'1c ed as safety allowed. Depending on ground cover and terrain, 

it !,'as from one mile and one-half to tHO miles . in front of I'iright 1 s main 

,. ' 64 
~~~e of resistance. 

Meade ' s he2.dqua rters had suggested at - 9 a . m. t hat 'ljright s ee tra t 

:1 ? 
sn~ll reconnoiterin.g party of ce.valryll \-ras c:.civanced ciO~·n-l the flold 

68 
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NorfoLk road," which paralleled the Norfolk & Petersburg Pv:lilroad. 65 

General Wright saddled Colonel Bryan w5.th t he responsibility for see-

~'1g thc.t this task "iSS carried out. Harching orders 1,[ ere accordingly i s­

sued to the 18th Pennsylvania Cavalry. 66 

Chief of Staf f humphreys at 10 o'clock inquired of Wright, "Have the 

can.lry scouts ... been as f a r do-,m the pla1"k road as its i.'ltersection KLth 

' the road from Prince George Court-House?" 67 

Hright replied to this dispatch immediately. A patrol from Bryan' s 

" ' corrma.nd had been do;·;n the plar>k r02.d at l east five m5.les beyond the Second • . ":~:: t:~:::: ,,' ::::' ,:::n:x:::n:~.::::: .':,'n. intn tho pM .~d 
/ ;\{ The 18th Pennsylvania guided by a Negro ~;ho ;ras familiar "ith the area, 

, ~" }~~2 rode down the old NorfoLl<: road about seven m5.1es. 

• 

c, seen, the horsesold5.ers \-Jere told by Negroes, \·rhom they questioned, that 

Although no Rebels were 

69 L" ;\there ~lere about 2,000 Rebel cavalrymen operat5.ng 5.n Sussex County. 

I}' ;';:i'lr' "' Grant, on learning that Meade had run into diff5.culty west of the 

f ",.·;?iJerusalem Plank Road , had got in touch .lith General Butler. At 4 p.m., 

~ 
I 

• 

• • 

Grant had directed Butler to give Baldy Sm5.th as many re5.nforce-

·:;.'< ments as he could. " Sm5.th was ,then to relieve as much of Burnside's IX 

Corps as poss ible, hopefully at least one division, so Heade could "ex,-

t.end and protect his left." If feasible, Grant ,;ould like to see Burn­

side's division relieved by "to-morro,1 morning." 70 

At 4:35 Butler replied" I1 Dispatch in regard to re-enforcing Smith 

r€Ceived. It shall be done." Butler ""uld pull Brigadier General John 

\i . Turner's X Corps division out of the Bermuda Hundr ed Line and have it 

Cr'o ss to the south beyJ.:: of the ,Appomattox. Vlith the departure of Turner's 

~roors, it ,;ould cut the strength of the force holding that line to 4,000. 71 

-------_. ---~---------
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1 • • 1 Baldy Smith \'Ias notified that he woul d be reinforced during the night 

by Turner's d5 .. vision, described by Butler, as "one of ~,the best divisions 

1 I ha.ve got.1I As soon as lillner' s blueclads arrived., Smith was to see 

1 t hat his 

front as 

XVIII Corps assumed responsibility for as ,lllllch of Burnside ' s 

possi ble • 72 

1 At 6 p.m. Neade 's h82.dquarters advised Burnsi de of "h2.t ;l2.S comi."'lg. 

As soon as Baldy Smith 's bluecoats had relieved his right flank division, 

1 Burnside ,las to' have the troops thus freed march to the left, ,[here they 

1 ,'ere to replece Harren ' s right flank division in the rifle- pits. 73 

Simultaneously, a telegralit 'las dielivered to ~iarren, notifying .him that 

'I 
1 

'I 

, as soon as the IX Corps division had relieved one of his 'divisions, he 

74 
~ia.R to replace Birney 's right flank division . 

v[arren at 9 p.m. inquired of Burnside, '~i1hen will the IX Corps re­

place illy right division?" 75 

"I will relieve your division just as s'oon as Smith relieves mine, 

1 ~ which I rope will be ver;! soon, II Burnside countered , The LX Corps ' com­

mander wanted to kno" the strength of the diVision he \'lasto rel ieve, 

1 Crawford's . 

3 
' d 76 

, 55 1 officers end men, ' Werren answere , 

1 General Turner , as soon as it\-ias dark , pulled his troops out of the 

1 Berm\lda Hundred Line. Soldiers belonging to Brigadier General Alfred H. 

Terry's X Corps division replac ed Turner's. After the units had been 

1 r ,or,ded and mustered, Turner pessed the "Iord to move out , the division 

1 
crossing the river on the Point of Rocks pontoon bridges. 'J'ihile en route 

0')Y:Tl the Point of Rocks road., Turner \'!as joined by several of Smith I sand 

1 curr,side's staff-officers , Guided by these men, Tu'rner tUI'ned his division 

12'11:0 th~ Prince George Courthouse roa.d, e.nd 2. t 1 a .m. on June 24, his troops 

1 70 
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relieving I'iillcox's IX Corps bluecoats. 

The posi tioD now held by Turner 1 s division \-l2.S on the left of I"12.rtin-

02.1e15 XVIII Corps division. Turner1s right center v:.s,s dug in irrJD.sdiately 

front of the Hare house, ..... rhile his center and left., passing over Hare 

Hill, extended dO'r.1l1 the slope 2..nd across a branch of Poor Creek, 

connected ~·jith the IX Corps in l1a piece of v.-oods a short dist2YLCe 

77 

l'iillcox's troops, on being relieved by Turner's, marched rapidly 

the left. Havirlg fought and Inarched over ITi.\lc_h of this ground, v:illco.:;z 

able to push his men hard. The rifle-pits occupied by Cra'lford' s V 

division, vihich they viere to relieve, viere a short dist2.nce to the 

of the sector vIhel'e v.fillcQx1s men hCid attacked on June 18. hillcox1s 

. 7$ 
by daybreak had replaced Cra'tlford' s behlnd the ';lorks. 

Crawford's division, as it crossed the Jerusalem Plank Road and pre-

Gibbon's troops) came under a galling fire of artiller,f 

sWB.ll-arms. Cra';lforc at 11 :1,0 a.m., June 24, notified .farren that 

troops had replaced Gibbon's. On doing so, CraKford had been shocked 

that Gibbon's people Here still in a livery bad state of demorali-

II as a result of their stampede on the 22d. Crawford had heard 

four of Gibbonls regLments at that tjwe had surrendered to one 

vihen he exawined the rifle-pits into .-;hich his troops had 

moved) Cravfford shook his head) because he considered the line laid 

c'Jt by Gibbon to be "a bad one. II 79 

Upon being relieved by Cra'Ni'ord, Gibbon ass8wbled his four bri.gades 

c~:.d rnarchedthem Qm.m t:"~e plai:"lk road to Trlilliarus'. Tvro batteries (the 

lCth Eassachus,etts and Battery G) 1 st .t~m·.J York) accompanied Gibbon-' s 

Near ;i'iillic2~s I) they relie'/sdthe t"'iO V Corps brigades the.t h2-Q 
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80 been posted there since the previous evening's emergency. Sweitzer's 

c.o:I Dushane's brigad.es then returned to their camps in rear of the forti-
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THE BATTLE OF THE JERUSllLEN PLANK P.oAD, JUNE 21 - 2l" 1864 

Chapter III 

General T,'Jright is Paralyzsd by the Confederates 
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THE BATTLE OF THE J ERUSPlEH PLA.NK ROAD, JUNE 2 1-24, 186L, 

Chapter IV 

Hagocd',s Brigade Takes a Beating 

Gener al Beauregard, upon the arrival of the Army of Northern Vir ginia , 

Petersburg, remained in i rmll.edi 2.te char ge of t he Peter sb1.:.rg lines held 

by troops from his District of North Carolina and Southern Virgi nia . 1 

The troops from Beauregard's cOlm:nand committed to the defens e of Peter.'s~ 

1 bu:rg "ere organized into t wo infantry divi sions (Hajor Generals Bushrod 

R. Johnson's and Robert F. Hoke's) and one cavalry brigade--Brigadier 

'I C-eneral Jal!leS Dearings '. Nig.':ttfall on June 18 found one of Beauregard 's 

divisions , Hoke's, hol ding the earthworks f rom the Appol!'2.ttox on the l eft 

to the area 'mere the Norfolk & Petersburg Railroad passed through the 

I 
defenses . Johnson ' s diVision, having b een relieved by Kershal-l ' s t r oops , 

tias posted in reserve . 

On the 19th Beauregard issued orders redeplo~~ng t\1O 'of his brigades . 

Brigadier General Archibaid Gra cie ' s brigade of J ohnson ' 5 divisi on >las 

.1 to recross the Appomattox and resume its position at For t Clifton, while 

Colonel John S. Fulton' ~ brigade " as t o join Najor General George Pickett, 

1 1-;ho ,jas in Charge of the force hol ding the Howlett Line. Dearing was . to 

1 report to Ma j or General 'II. H. F . "Roon ey" Lee on the Jerusal em PlarLl<: Road, 

)'::ere he ."muld be assigned to protec t the 1'lel don Railroad . 2 

1 Forty-eight hours later, on the 21st, Beauregard, havi ng observed 

that the salient occupied by Brigadier General Alfr ed Colquitt's brigade 

1 \-[3. 3 h2, T:~nie red umnercifulJ.y by Unlon artill ery) det err:ri.ned to l et another 

I ,",i t share 

t·~,;,> . .... ., .. ' .. • , ., . . 
' .. , .eserve Brlgacler General ~J:at..t ~ . .J. HB.n.sorn ' s brlge.ae of Jo'h.nson' s C.J.ill. S1.Gl:-. 

the hazards . Order s ;rere a c cordingly issued " all i ng up from 

I 
I . 

I 
i 

i II ! 

I 

i 
I 

I 
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Upon ,being relieved by Ransom's North Carolinians, Colquitt 1 s Georgians 

tiSre to -report to General Johns0n. 3 

The Conlsderate gene~als kne;·; that ~ .. rith the II <?-l1d VI Corps operat t ng 

>lest of the Jerusalem Plank Roc.d , the force holding the investment line 

bet\·;een t he Appomattox and . _ . ' Baxter roa.d "iould have been 1>lee.kened o 

1 They also kne';r th2.t the U!1 iO~1 sl}pply line l inking the II a..Y1Q VI Corps 

1 
With their base at City Pol.nt passed behind the 'dorks held by t he IX 

:'~d xVIII Corps and along the river. General Lee, in conjWlction Hith 

1 C-;eneral Beauregard, determined. t o seize the i nitiative, roll back the 

Union right, and cut Grant ' s suppl;: lhle . Lee and his offi cers were 

1 ":-;"'<els o encourc.ged to note the 101,-[ morale dispJ.a~red by many Union units 

1 
. lll' . th f' ,.. . f t· - ] p- .1. R ' 4 '.:. .' e l.gnvl.ng \'lesc 0 ne J erusa _em .L8.P..n. .reQ . 

",,~;,,~~,~,~ 

C-eneral Lee pla.ced Beauregard in charge Df the attacking force . 

Heeting ~Ji th his staff on Dunn ' s Hill on June 2.3, Beauregard drafted his .1 
',;';plan for a po;;er .ful t hrust against the lines held by Baldy Smith's XVIII 

. ';;;'ii} orps • . Atda.ybreak on the 24th the batteries emplaced north of the Ap--

1 
I 
1 
1 
1 

I ;1 

:",-: J;<lmattox vrere to, go into action, harr>ll_ering t he Union lines and emplace-
,: ~:. , . 

:~Z?,ents in .front of General Hoke's s ector. 1'his bomba.rdment vias to cont inue 

'.-·for one- half hour . The guns viould then cease f iring fo r fi ve minutes , a s 

a signal fo r Hoke to advance his i nfarltry. The ca.nnons woul d then r oar 

back i nto ac tion, concent rat ing "on batteries and distinct l ines and 

~sses of t he enemy, II such as can be f ired upon 'ltr.i.thout endangering 
.. 

t~Q;:e r s foot s oldiers . As their fuses vjeren I t too reliable J the Rebel 

~2.!~.noneers were to employ IImostly solid shot . II 

At the S 2..lIl€ ti.'J_e) Confeder~.tc troops posted nea.r the y,Jeldon Ft:ailroad 
.. 
r' ';>2 to feign an a t tc.ck on the VI Corps) so the Fedez-als \·;oule. be pilmed 

; ';.":! ::: .... '1a thus be u.r.ao1e tc rein.force t he XV III Corps. 

7; 
, - T 
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l.fhen Hoke assaulteQ., he "Vtlas to Itl2.neuver his :right) so as to t~..:,ke the 

Y2.f1Je8es I first and second lines in the fl2.nk) and move rapid~y a.gai.nst 

I the Union position near the Hare house. Having cc:.ptured Hare House Hill) 

Hoke Has to push on an.d rete_lee the i-lorks abandoned on the 15th. 

I Field's division" which under the cover of darkness 'tlould be relieved 

I 
by t.Tohnson-' s) vras to be positi.oned to su.ppo~,t Hoke! s attack &1.0. protect 

his left. As 'soon -as practic2.ble" Brj_gCidier General George T. ~llJlders()n 

I ( ,·rho led Field's 1 st Brigade) was to throw his Georgi&'1s into the rifle-

pj.ts from which Hoke had driven the bluecoats) on vrhich shal.l rest Heke's 

I left. The Georgians 1-fere to fol10'1{ Hoke" and. Anderson vmuld !ffill up 

I 
with other troops the gap bet1tleert the river c...,.'1G Hoke 1 s left- urltil the 

'fiTIole line shall be occupied. II Should he discover the opportunity, 

I J\nderson viaS to advance and assault the old Confederate line from Bat-

tery No.2 to Battery No.9. As soon as Hoke's right had uncovered 

I his front, Kersha~/rl s division was to advance -' to be followed by Johnson t s. 

Joimson's mission 'lfould be to reta.1ce the old line of >forks bet>feen Bat-

I t . 5 
8nes Nos. 19 and 24. 

I General Hoke during the evening told Brigadier General Johnson 

Hagood to be ready for a movement at daylight. No other officer in 

I the division vras told of Beauregard's plan, because Hoke wanted to be 

I 
certain the foe "ras kept in the dark as to Confederate Lr1tentions. At 

this stage} as on the 18th, Hagood's South Carolinians held Hoke's left. 

I The 27th} 21st} and 11th Regiments held the rifle-pits from the Appomattox 

ta the City Point road, a.'1d the 25th Regiment and 7th Be,t,talion prolonged 

I ,· 
~!:e brigade front south of the road. Four hundred yards to Hagood's front} 

end pa.rallel to 

I ~'2I:k gro,·rth of 

[1 

it) ''fere the Union entrenchments. .An open field with lIa 

oats!f lay oet'J{een4 Each side had thr01eJY1 up a li-l1B of sl.ight 

75 
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• • I rifle-pits to shelter their pickets, a short distance in front of their 

6 
line of resistance~ i 

I 
I 
I 
I 

~ 
I 
I 
I 

I 

FollO'ding t.he fighting on the 18th., General Hagood, taking into con-

sideration that most of his unit,s v,fere -v.i.thout field officers, had divided. 

his brigade into ltIings.. Lieutenant Colonel Patrick H. Nelson "JaS placed 
7 

in charge of the regim.ents north of the City PcjJlt road. .. 

As soon as it .,-as dark on the 23d, Bushrod Johnson marched his divi-

sian up from the reserve. Not wishing to alert the Federal outposts, the 

Confederates moyed slm'fly and quietly. It was well after midnight before 

s greyclads had relieved the last of Field's division in the ,"'Orks 

the Baxter and Jerusa.lem Plank roads. After assembling their bri-

well behind the lines, Field I s brigade comm.2.nders put their colunms 

motion for the previously designated rendezvous~-Iron Bridge on the 

8 
City Point road. 

Shortly before daybreak on the 24th,. Hoke returned to Hagood's com-

post, and gave him detailed instructions as to the part the South 

werc to take in bringing on the battle. lfnen the guns which 

about to open fell silent, Hagood was to have his left wing (the 

21 st, and 11 th South Carolina) take up the advance. v·,l1en they 

I left the shelter afforded by their works, the greyclads .fere to be 

I formed into hlo heavy skirmish lines. Hagood's brigade WJ.S to be 

closely supported by General Anderson's Georgj&~s. After Hagood's 

I South Carolini2,(ls h2.d driven the Yankees from their first line) ftnderson 

I 
.'is to occupy it till his supports arrived, when he Has to press on 

fj-:;.~j-nst their second a...'1d third line. }les.I,"n/nile, Hagood \-[as to pivot 

I 
, . 
i\::.S left vang to the right, call up the ri§.~t 'tring, and re-form his 

along the City Point ro.;:.G) his brigade perpendicula.X' to its initi8.1 

I 
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I Sition. He " ould then sweep forward , rolling up th e Uni on lille on the 

Hill and clear Ransom ' s front. , o'(;e of Har e House 

.- . <ihile Hoke a nd Hagood Here d i sCl.lssing .the situat.ion., Lieute:l&'1t 

(,dre'"s of Anderson' s staff rode up and reported that the Georgia Brigade 

had fi led into posit i on in rear o f the earth>iorks held by Hagood ' s left, 

t d >!ere concealed f r om the Federals 1 vievi by a knol l . Close behind v.as . 

aGother of Field 's brigades, 

I 'l'he artillery (44 guns) 

Colonel Dudley M. D~ Bose ' s . 
9 

opened as soon as the morning's mist had 

r eered, pounding the lines held by the XVIII Corps 11ith "unu sual . 

severity ." At 7:30 t he cannons ceased f ire . General Hagood at 7,: 20 had 

" lent Lieutenant Al"ld re"'s t o tell General Anderson thet the South Carol ina 

1' . Brigade '<iould a dvarlce in 

:; Lutes, the Rebel s ' big 

five minutes . After holding t hei r fire for f ive 

guns reopened, directing their attention upon 

jh~ Yankee batteri es . General Hoke recalled, '!as far as I could see, " 

'~lS . JaS the only service r endered by our guns '. Indeed, he f ear ed , "we 

l ere i njured more than \"e gained by the use o f our guns" as it notified 

10 I the enemy of our i ntended attack . 11 

I Because of some unfores een difficul tie.s , it '<laS 7:42 before Ha good's 

lion;ard line of skirnushers, 400 picked officers and men, advanced. Close 

~ehind came t he s econd line of skirmishers, about 550 strong . Colonel 

l elson of the 7th Battalion led the first line, General Hagood t he second . 

Nelson had been st?J1ding beside Hagood, "'hen Hoke ' s aide br ought the 

I reer to advance . The men, who had been tol d to fo l loH Nelson, 'tIere 

. !2,tching him, and when he ",as ordered t o go, vii thout speGking, he dre., 

Iti s handkerchief from his breast a nd r ai sed it aloft; 'The South Caro-

lini,~~'lS sprang over the parapet vii t h a yel l and r ushed out into the 02.t 

fi eJ.d . 

I 
l 

NeJ.s -:)n Ts sk i.nnish(; rs c2.rr'ied t he . Union picket line, c a pturing 
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• • 
':',oout 30 be'Nildered bluecoats. To General Hagood i t appeared t hat the 

Il:e'neroy ' 5 vihal e linen vras flseri ously shaken. II vlhil e awai ting t he advance 

of F ... .r'lderson I 5 troops, t he South Ca.rolinians., in .9..ccordcnce wit h orders 

,"'irom Hagood, l a id down in the oats. ~,'hen the fresh brigade came up, 

~~ey would go in ,Ii t h i t . 11 

I 'lbe picket l ine captured by the South Carolinians had been occupt ed 

d',ri ng the night by troops from General Stann2rd ' s XVIII Corps division. 

"ithen the Rebel art illery c eas ed firing a t 7:30, stannard, suspecting tha t 

I " ,i,,?~; attack HaS i mpending, t old Colonels Henry 2nd Cullen to recall their 

i " < ~,~tposts . As in all VIars, some of t he pickets didn't get t h e word and ",'ere 

I overrun. The troops posted behind the Union main line of resistance 'Iaited 

the outposts had retired and then opened "lith a "rapid and t elling 

" 12 

General Hoke, s eeing the Federal pickets scatt er, waited impatientl y 

i ,,,l?; A.l'lderson 's battle line to come up. Realizing that a moment's del ay 
, , 

l i~~~~:d be f atal, Hoke asked 

l J,',,):ard. A staff-cffic er >;as sent gal loping to the rea r h'ith an urgent 

Gener al Field to order Anderson's brigade for-

1(,,::;nl~SSage for Anderson to put his Georgians in motion. 
~<-<.,..,:, 

When Anderson 

. ' ' ;';.' ~~; 1 ed to sho"1 up, Field r epeated his order. 

an ansl,rer. Ander son reported tha t the entrenchments to his front ,;ere 

This time,Field r eceived 

I occupied by Hagood's South Carolinians. Looking about, Hoke could see 

ti'.~t in making this statement, Anderson "laS in error . The only troops 

I 
I 
I 

b the trenches referred t o >;ere straggl ers . Colonel Du Bose ' s brigade 

, h,/ this time ha,d tra r ched up. After reaching t he trenches , Du Bose ' s 

! . v-..... 
-",oFs ll!oved dOhn them by the left flank and occupied t he posit ion 

>:;teral Anderson '''as to have taken . 13 

Ins tec.d. o f a.C.'T.J!1c :i.ng over t he ' knoll to support the attack , .Ancierson) 
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• • 
,,,hen co~pelled by repeated orders to move, went to the rear by file as 

far as 1ro11 Bridge, nearly one-fourth mile. He then led his column up 

P.:;;or Cree~ holloYf, tj~l he reached the shelt er of the entrenchments near 

Colquitt ' s Salient, and then came "stUlI!bling along them already crmKied 

,rith men," until he reached the sector Hagood had left . Anderson was 

more than one hour getting to a position to which he had little ·more 

than 150 yards to march straight ahead, and with nothing in his ",ay but 

,"the usual hazards of hostile fire ." Meam.hile , ·Du Bose's brigade had 

come up three- quarters of an hour before the brigade that ~vas to precede 

·; :.ik 
14 

{', 

Long before Du Bose 's men put in their appearance , Stannard ' s troops 

hed seen t ha.t Hagood ' s soldiers y;ere unsupported . Volley after volley 

crashed into the Confederates. No soldiers in the world could have long 

; )rithstood the terrible punishment to vmich the South Caroliniens were 

SUbjected . The Rebels were trapped. Some of the men scrambl ed to their 

·:~J.eet and retired into the rifle-pits, out of which they had so confidentl y 
'~",<,; , . 

':~harged a few short minut<)s before . Colonel Nelson had to calm his men. 

'.:;tting to his feet, he vialked along his line through the oats . Shortly 

after reaching the l eft, he VIas _ cut down by a Union sniper. Seeing that 

'. ~heir situation vias hopel ess , a munber of the butternuts got to their feet 

allC, grounded their a.rms . A captain and 60 enlisted men surrender ed to 

Heru'y 'S men, and 4 officers and 130 so ldiers to Cullen 's brigade . 15 

I About one hour after the r epulse of Hagood ' s three regirr£nts ; General 

;'i~ld put tviO brigades in the trenches on the left of the City Point road 

I ·":.th a vie.'1 to resuming the attack . Hoke, hOI'lever, advised against it, 

I 
c., to,,, Federals had had ample time to prepare for "us ." At this time 

;.i :-Sei-.s Here recej.ved .for Hoke end Field to report to General Lee . 
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• • After ascertaining the facts, Lee told Field to forget his proj ected 
16 

attack . 

After .his officers had reassembled and nrustered their unHs, General 

fie.good found that this fi a sco had cost his briga.de 25 killed, 72 Kou11ded , 

17 
and 209 missing . Union losses in this engagement were 72: 57 in 

Cullen's brigade a'ld 15 in He"!'y' s. 
18 

It is not difficult to see why the Confederate attack fail ed . ·Hagood I s 

troops , who were to spearhead the thrus t, and the supporting units looked 

"to' different division commanders for their orders . General Field Has on 

"the field, and no blame appears to have atte..ched to h.L1! . If it here iw.~· 

. ,practicable for the asseult to be me.de and supported by the same diVision, 

. a COlmnon super ior should heve been on the spot t o co-ordinate the opere-. 

tians of the divisions. Generels Lee and Beauregard ~Tere near the bat-

teries acr oss the river i n close view of the field , but ~~thout means of 

direct communication, and therefore unable to ta.ke ta.ctica.l direction of 

. · ~heaffair. 

.,.t' Ha.good WeS understa.nda.bly incensed at And er son . He was of the 

• \ 
\ 

;.~ ,", ' - -. 

,, ',-opinion that "Anderson should have been shot. " For some rea son, Lee 

1 
1 , 

I 
1 
1 

t 

1 
1 
I, 

f· 

: ' . 

.,.failed to order a court of inquiry, "though the 
~--:,~, .,:., -, 

corrrnon sense of that 

) · Portion of the army that knew anything of the affa ir kept afloat for 

t;;o or three weeks the dany rumor that one had been ordered . " 19 

The ba.ttle of the Jerusalem PlarLl( .Road ended on June 24 ~rith the 
, 
~.J:trt:J of the Potomac grimly digging in to hold the ground g-s.i.ned wes t 

(; ;- ,,-, 
J. \.ne read . Gra.nt 2nd }:~eade had extended their lines a consider 2.bl e 

r'':' '_ ~ 

- >_~ '~2·nce ,but not to the \·rest as they ha C. hOf:ed ~ The Federals 1 first 



I • • 
I ttempt to invest Petersburg had failed . 

On t he 22" the Confederates had sent the II Corps reeling . Ha.hone 

follo,",ed up his initie.l success s'cored at Barlov.!ts expense ~ith Ifan 

r nterprise, audacity and s hrew-cness rarel y eJ'~"ibited , even by their able 

cCL1lTE.nders. " The entire affair of that ' day had been short, s;rift, and 

I deCiSive . Birney's II Corps had been "defee.t ed 8.1m.ost ,,1.thout being 

engaged ." There had been very litt le fighting, and comparatively srr.all 

IJ os s , except in prisoners . Of these, the II Corps red l ost .1,700: more 

I tbe.n it had on the Peninsula. ; more than it had at Antietam, Fredericksburg, 

andChancellorsville combined . Four guns, the only ones teken from the 

I corps by the foe till this stage of the conflict (except those abandoned , 

disabled, on the banks of the Po) ; fe re carried off as trophies by Mahone ' s 

I terri~le men. The entire operation had been like that of an expert 

mechanic who touches some critical point .Jith a fine instrument, in exactly 

··1 the right place , producing an effect seewingly altogether out of proportion 

the force exerted . 20 

The perforrr!C.nce of t he VI Corps on the 23d was almost as dismal. 

I Once again, General Hahone ar,d his officer s "rere able to t ake advantage 

I 

~f their knowledge 6f this section of Prince George County to deal the 

).an.lcees another punishing blow. I ndeed , t he Confederate movements were 

For I conducted . rith such skill as t o all but paralyze General Kright . 

se,eral hours , Wri ght was unable to make up his mind. Shoul d he attack? 

.1 Should he hold his ground? Should he retreat? This situation became so 

<cute thc.t an ey.ard.nation of the correspondence passing between vfright 

I at t his time leads one to believe t hat Heade Vias on the verge 

reii~ving the commander of his VI Corps . 

[-
'----------
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I 

On June 24 the assault by the Confederates on the XIlIII Corps has 

a fiasco, which partially nullified their successes of the previous 48 

I hours. The net advc.ntage of the curren~ operations depended on the cut-

come of the cavalry raid led by Gener21 ~iilson against the 'Vleldon., South 

I Side) and Da.t"lville railroads. ~''[ilson I s horsesoldiers had moved out 

simultaneously .... ri th the advance of Birney's iilfa.ntry on the 21 st .. 

II 
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I 
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TP£ BATTLE OF THE JERUSALEN PLA.l\JK ROAD, JUNE 21-24, 1864 

Chapter IV 

Hagood I,S Briga.de Takes a. Beating 
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General John Bratton 's South Carolina Brigade of Field's division on 

the afternoon of the 18th had been posted in the wurks to the left and 

right of Battery No . 34. Bratton at dark had marched his troops to · 

the left and r elieved one of Kersha>;' 5 brigades in the vlOrks covering 

Baxter road. Bratton' 5 left now rested on Pegram's Salient . During 

the period , JUl'le 19-23, Brat ton's men worked hard strengthening the 
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• • Ibid. The cannoneers of the four artillery battalions assigned to 

Beauregard's comK~nd had posted their pieces along the line and at 

cOITl.manding points in its re2~r to aid in the defense. TttTO of 

~eauregard's batteries, the Confederate Guo.ros andWright's-, had 

unlimbered their guns north of the Appomattox. Host of the guns 

which shelled the XVIII Corps on the morning of the 24th ""ere north 

of the river. These pieces were mounted in three sectors. Emplaced 

on the commanding bluff at Archer t s house were the rifled gu..l1S of 

Battery A, SUnlter South Caroline. Artillery.and Leviis I Virginia 

Battery. One-half mile up the Appomattox from Archer's vrere the 

rifled g11.11S of Clutter's and Thomps,on' s Virginia Batteries. The 

cannoneers of Poague's Battalion had ur~imbered their guns farther 

upstream, alongside the three 20-pounder Parrotts manned by the 

Confederate Guards Artillery and the five field pieces served by 

Hrightts Virginia Battery. 

I On the night of June 23, eight 24-pounder Ceehorn mortars were 

. emplaced in rear of Hagood's left. 1\ro Napoleons were emplaced on 

I Hagood's line, where it crossed the City Point road. Q. g., Series 

I 
I 
I 

I, Vol. XL, pt. I, 757; Hagood, HemoiE§. of the ~,Jar of Secession, 281. 

Q. li'-, Series I, Vol. XL, pt. I, 803; Hagood, Nemoirs of the ,jar of 

Secession, 278. 

Q. g., Series I, Vol, XL, pt. I, 716, 718; O. g., Series I, Vol. XL, 

pt. II, 401; Q. g., Series I, Vol. LI, pt. I, 1250-1252. stannard's 

troops, since occupying the works bet,reen the river and City Point 

road, had spent many hours "remodeling and rebuild1.ng their lines." 

To,ro covered ;rays were started, linking the front and rear lines. 

On the 23d a Negr'o Brieade led ~J Colonel Nelson A.mes had reported 
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t o General Stannard . The general placed the Negroes i n his rear l ine 

of works, thus freeing Burnha;n ' s brigade, which , [as sent a mile to 

the rear to rest. Colonel Cullen ' s brigade replaced Burnham ' s troops 

in the rifle- pits on Stannard ' s ri§,t. 

Q. !!C., Series I , Vol. XL, pt . I , 797, 803; Field , "Campaign of 1864- 1865," 

14 

'·,1 15 
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Q. !l:., Series I, Vol. LI, pt. I , 1251. Twenty-four dead Cor.federates 

were found in f ront of t he rifle -pits held by t he Spenser-armed 40th 
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Hassachusetts. 
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