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l TiE BATTLE OF THE JERUSALEM PLANK ROAD, JUNE 21-2L, 1864

- Chapter I

I Generzl ¥eade Sends Two Corps Across The Plank Road
After their failure to breakthrough' the reorgasnized Confederate
“

?::-':‘s:“ Urg defense line on June 18, 1864, the Union generals determinsd
tc,‘im‘est the city partially by a line of entrenchments aimed et tne South
‘_I Tailroad, These earthworks were to consist of redoubts_ connected
':;'"i" a-pits, fronted by abatis, from which .entire divisions could be
wilrdrawn at any time, leaving a sufficient force to hold the fortifica-
‘-,:‘_'s. The corps pulled out of the works would be free to assai_l General
tacert Z. Lee's Army of Northern Vi rgl:na "in unexpected quarters south,
orlven nortfi, of the James.!

¥ajor Ceneral George G. Meade on June 20 determined to redeploy his
f\-“.ﬁ'{:‘ of the Potomzc. The works assigned ﬁis ,ar"my would be held by the

II enu X Corps, while the II Corps would constltute a swateglc

Yizerve, When he notified Lisutenant General Ulysses S GI‘r.Iit of thls,
-}'ilfe‘ reported that prisoners and contrabands questioned by his people

\Ig of t.he.- -‘opinion that Generzl Pierre G. T, Beauregard had been rein-

! el by two divisions of Lieutenant General Ambrose P, Hillts III Corps,

‘I ¢f Northern Virginia. Patrols sent out by the V Corps on Meade's

Yoae ad . y N . o . -
4200 red _dgscovereu that the Confederates! fortifications continmued to
I #€e% farther than they had been able to reconnoiter. 2

l Coreral Meade's information was correct. General Lee had reached

'7""'1"5‘3‘&3 on the 18th with General Hill's IIT Corps and two divisions

‘W2 T Co e 3 00 '
I ~ WOrps, Major Generals Charles . Field's and Joseph B. Kershaw's,
3 “ivision which arrived first marched out the Baxter rozd, and
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s~ving into the rifle-pits relieved the soldiers of Major General Bushrod * &

‘4. Jornson's combab-weary division. When Field's butternuts reached the
PO n v Filed 4int L s | = L 3 " oL
n-renches,? they filed into position on: Kershaw's right. It was after
y Gark when Hill's corps crossed the Appomattox River and moved into posi-
{ion on the extreme right, thus extending the front well beyond the rail-
¢.22 that led from Petersburg to Weldon, MNorth Cerolina.
General Lee had reached Petersburg sbout 11 a.m. and rode out to the
{front to join Beauregard. Together they inspected the line thal Beaure- L

gard's chief engineer, Colonel D, B. Herris, had laid out the previous

m,g‘lt It was so close to the city that when Grant organized his front,

‘the city could be shelled. Otherwise, Lee could find no fault with it.

£n
Lo

Colonel Harris had excelled himself in selecting the best available ground,
»hen he had scarcely a moment to spare. Beauregard was so elated with

1n§'ease with which the evacuation had been carried out, and so reassured

3§f§§é a;rival of Kershaw and Field that he proposed an attack on the

*‘““t,;??}“never lost an”opportunity of delivering a blow when he saw a
olp e - '
f“ﬂ-o?eﬂlng-" For four reasons, it was difficult for the Confederates

i¥e soon or heavily at Petersburg, Because of the strength of the

position and the weight of numbers, the Rebels could not afford

“ Union entrenchments unless the situation was desperate. The

"I 0f Mortherr s yemd o . . NI
:‘~-{_*°?Pﬁern Virginia at the same time had to guard the approaches . cheR R

8 e S, 4T, ’ - ) A

kS : ;2,,::_““‘3

nd as well as-of Petersburg and, third, cost what it might, the

T
£

Slst ) . o - ’ L
“2ep open lines of supply from the Southern Heartland, WIf this

Lte g 53 vy o
~ 7 Qone, ! Lee wrote, "I see no way of averting the terrible disaster

M




From this statement

~at will ensue.” Lee had to except the Petersburg &

»g don. That -line was doomed, though sound logistics demanded its pro-

1:-t3ion and use as lonﬁ as thlc could be done without excessive loss of

giife. Whenever other railroads were assailed by Union cavalry, they must

= deended to the limit by Rebel horsesoldiers. Finally, in the planning

w.d ewecubion of this difficult military course, the Confederates were

6

‘crippled by lack of manpower and by the loss of leaders.

Meade on the 20th visited Grant's City Point head uarters. There
&

two generals discussed steps for forcing the Coqfeaerates out of

To increase the strength of the projected strategic reserve,

P“Lersbu*g.

¥ajor Gen-

is lines to the left and occupy ground
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When he moved to the lefﬁ, Grant cautioned

held by the VI Corps.

it by rapid movement, and with as

'Bﬁtler would be told to see that the redeployment of his XVIII Army

Cor“s was completed by noon the next day. The heavy artillery companies

l'v""“’ﬁ"ed to report to the XVIII Corps, Crant hoped, would be able to des-

rﬁf tﬂe ‘railroad brldoes spanning the Appomattox, and possibly silence

‘i

ik _Jffln s, revievlng tﬂe master plan agreed

Gﬁfederqtes‘ big guns north of the river,

“:te“ retkrnlng to his headouarbers, Meade forwarded a menorandun

upon at the Clty Point meet-

*“~ 1°?t of Mzjor Generzl Gouverneur K. Werren's V Corps at the

3 -,tt %

”ES.QHChored on the Jerusalem Plark Road., During the night the

~ €L hﬁ
S

ould be relieved, the IX Corps extending to the right to re-

The II Corps would then be massed on

he IT Corps.

soon s the VI Corps was relieved.
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1; futler'z troops, Jreade would advence westward with his strategic reserve

8

il

ard endear to reach the Apporattox west of Pebersourg.

¥asi
LoMas

or —eneral Devid B. Birney {(who had assumed charge of the II Corps

"ot June 1€, when Major Ceneral Winfield S. Hancock had been compelled to

i}

“pelineuish. zommand, because his Gettysburg wound had become very painful)

at 8:L5 2.m, that the VI Corps wes to relieve the divi-
n

on the right, while Major General Arbrose E: Burnside's

zs Lo relieve the remainder of his troops. Upon being pulled

P B *of the works, Birney was to camp the II Corps in rear of the forti-

i fi,f:aul_o'_hs ==1d by the V Corps; Mat some pomt easily access:.ble from all

osition now held by the arm and from the crossing of the
¥ 3 £

heaclouaruers at 10: 11,5 o'clock notified BlI‘Y}e that it would

82f Chizrles H. M%rgan,- after studying the terrain, informed Birnéy
S f"*311' zorps' left should rest on the Norfolk & Petersburg kailroad,
r‘i‘fl;lci nlace it between Bexter road and the tracks.,. The only good
"‘E*-g_—r- —undt in Erlls area was near Avery's house. '

U T.::_e hour at which his soldiers were 1o be relieved at hand,

TiL0 p.m. inquired of leade, "Is it essential thal my corps

‘Tuon exactly in rear of Ceners 21 Warren's left, or will i% do.

-

~

A% 123 rear?t ALl that he hed heard from Colonel Morgan indi-

“ire terrain to the resr of the 7 Corps' left was 'very much

LS8~}
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 gostructed,’ and at night it would be difficult to march across.

13 Vhthe

in 25 minutes Birney had his answer. He could mess his troops ai any point

iind Warren, provided his divisions could be shifted rapidly and without

confusion into position on the left of the V Corps. '%

General Meade at 8:15 a.m. had alerted Major General Horatio G. Wright
¢f the VI Corps that he wes to have his troops hcld their ground until no-
. . ; 4r o o 15 .
~tified differently, as he was tc relieve part of the Second Corps. Fif-
3 p p

teen ninutes later, Wright learned what he was to do.  He was to replace
one_éf Blrney’s divisions, and hold the earuhvorks from Hare's house to
tﬁe'ﬁppomattox. One VI Corps division was to watch the river, while the ;
‘-Eﬂrtqworks facing the Confecerzte fortified zone were to be strengbhened. 16
" By 2 p.m. Wright had prefected his plans. As soon as it was dark;
uﬁfﬁéﬁs of‘Brigadier Generals David A. Russell's and Thomas H. Neiil's

divisions, currently posted in the rifle-pits, were to extend to the left

and relieve Major General John Gibbon's II Corps division. Before under-

"takiﬁg'this movement, Russell and Neill were to consult and determine the
' sector of the line for which each would be responsible. Brigadier General

1. . -
; ;a“es B. Rlckctbs‘ division would contlnue to.be in reserve, anee hundred

 E?1mere to be deta*lec by Ricketts to patrol the banks of the Appomattox fﬁ 5
from uhe emplacements where the cannoneers of Battery H, 1st Ohio Light

'i lery and Battery E, 1st Rnoae Tsland Light Artillery had mounted .

ein guns to the fleel anchorzge.

B

Beanwhlle, FKeade had got in touch with the ccommender of his IX Corps,

1 QEHera1 Burnside, The IX Corps was to extend to the right and relieve

-lleytg troops as far as Hare's house, 1€ later in the morning, Mesde's

of Staff, Andrew A. Humphreys, informed Burnside that he would also

0

reund currently held by the V Co T

o
< 2 v

fls left ard occupy a2s much

N




l Burnside as his first order of business inguired of General Birney,

fow many trcops are needed to occupy the trenches from the IX Corps!

Wi oht Lo the Hare house®!

21

I This shocked Burnside, because he had only 3,800 aveilable, and he

" knew there were two II Corps civisions and six batteries (not less than

- 0,000 men) posted alcng thet sector of the front, Examining his morn-
.r'&, reports, Burnside saw thal exclusive of Brig.adier General dea,-ard"
Ferrero's division, which was under orders to report to General Butler,

.Iis entire corps did not muster 10,000 effectives. Now, ﬁo meke matters -

worse, he had received instructions to relieve part of Warren's line.

urnside protested that a too great extension of the frontage held by

ne IX Corps, such as coﬁtemplated by army headguarters, could jeopar-

Ty 22
ize ivs safety.

I .. Acknowledging Burnside's message, Meade's headquarters observed, the

: II Corps was "o hold the poéition defensively," and that the orders for

g Ierrero’s division to repom toe Butler had been cancelea. Moreover, :the

Idd‘ecﬂve for Burns:.de to extend his left to relieve part of Harrer*'s right

n 2

7= Peonditional™ upon his "finding it practicable to do so.

l ‘Burnside at 7:20 p.m. notified Mecude that the two divisions slated to

§ ! ]
~738izce the II Corps troops were rea,dy to march. Once again, he wanted

I e .;.e ople at army heacdquerters to kriow that he would be unable to throw

l VRLers near the same number of troops into these rifle-pits as had for-
‘= otcupied them, At the same time, it wes important that a strong

I“'““' v¢ kept in the works currently held by the IX Corps, which were

o




fll“ P ‘l' o
' : _ Grant':, following Meade's departure from City f’oint , got in touch with

| General Butler. Butler was, informed of the design "to envelop Petersburg

to have thé lefi of the Army of the Potomac rest on the Appomattox...."
Such an undertaking would make offensive operations along the Bermuda Eund-
” red'Line impracticable until the new position had been taken up and forti-
fied. To release a5 many VI Corps troops &s possible for this movement,
.ﬁftler_ﬁas to extend his left, The force posted between the James and
;ﬁpcomattox was to be reduced "to the iowest number® necessary to hold

~the trenches. The troops thus relieved were to cross to the south bank

 ;6fithé Appomattox. Butler was urged to see that this recdeployment was

26

artillery.

73
e

1Orders were drafted at Smith's headqu&rteré for the ZVIIT Corps di-

' F}?iOH-COmmanders to have their units ready to march at the desighated

 hour, 2
-; "¥?”A£ 8 p.m.,on June 20, the telegrarh key in Burnside's headquarters
‘ ??32?éé'out the message, "Reliesve General Birney at once. If necessary

: ¥OUr whole corps in position," Burnside, after reading the com~

‘ :f§%ication, éhouted_for several staff-officers. One was told to tell
Efééﬂdier-General Orlando B. Willcox that he was to relieve the IT Corps'

- =

% Division, while Brigadier General James H, Ledlie was to put his

b L i

Lk
i

"7r® in motion for the sector held by Brigadier General Francis C,

E men
250

.
..q“]



‘l’ | ‘l"
Guided by a staff-officer, who had previously reconnoitered the line
h, Willeox's division started north from its camp in the pines,
k of the mj_nAs of the Taylor house. As the column appréac‘ned the
'ear of the trenches held by Brigadier General Greshom ! Mottis II Corps
'b?uecoavs, via the Prince Georgé_Courthouse road, the officers cautioned
their men to be quiet. 2 .Lédlie's troops ét the same time had moved ﬁp

'from their camps near t he Shand house toward Barlow's sector. ‘The IX

30

Corps troops by midnight had replaced Barlow's and Mott's veteranst

Ferrero's Negro Division had been advanced and occupled the line of

E.Tllle—plus overlooking Poor Creek. Here the Negroes WCulq:be in close

‘“¢‘alon, IX Corps, who: held the ground west of the Norfolk & Peters-

DLrg Rallroad gained by Burnside's people ln ﬁhe bloody ight-of June

l support of the soldiers of Brigadier General Robert B. Potter's Seécond
II 31

- Slmultaneously, Geberal Nei ll‘s VI Corps division had extended to

the_left,_relieving Gibbonts II Cérps soldiers in the_earthworks north

T 32 . . B e . .
,“,Fue Hare house. 3 Orders were given 1ln wnlspers, &s the brigades

sef thﬁ II Corps moved back from the ground seized on the 18th. After

‘£,Q’Vls_qn commanders had notlfwed Ceneral Birney that all their units

_;e orted the colums were put in motion for the area Colonel Morgan

Blrnev at 5 10 a.,m. on %The 21st noti-

: 1 a ey
selected for the rendezvous.
of Warren's

33

i L ira .
and he wes awaiting further orders.

23+ X ¥ -. ) A - _ =

#though nominally Min reserve," the soldiers of the II Corps did

und on this fact any great expectations for a long rest," for they

Fh

T 3 . . . .
: °r forgotten the remark of a member of the Irish Brigade on the

“+%% when Brigedier General Gsorge H. Caldwell formed his division

€3]




-_fi ed out this movement, it was hoped at army headquarters that the II

‘ihg the'night would be pulléd out of the works, posted on Birney's left,

&nd endeavor to breakthrough to the Appomattox west of Petersburg.

:ub@‘Capualn Benjamin W, Crowninshield. Since these horsesoldiers were

g -

IQC*etlng the V Corps! left, Meade at 8:25 dlrected Udrren to turn
'-”TOWhjﬂsnlelQ's deuacnment over to the II Corps. Blrney would have

'tﬂe C&Valry advance into the region between the Jerucalem Plank and

in & line of battalions in mass, behind Mejor General Daniel Sickles! III

Corps at Gettysburg, and the men were told that they were to be in reserve.
"In resarve; jis, resarved for heavy fightin!." This remark, emphasized
zs it was by Caldwell's expérience in the wheatfield, had become prover-
2izl in the II Corps. Consequently, the troops were not surprised in the
oo Py 1. 3 : £ V 31;'
east, when orders came to move cutb.

At 7:15 Meade instructed Birney to shifu his corps farther to the
south, and to take position on the left of wWarren's V Corps. On doing

go, Birney was to extend "as far to the left as practicable, enveloping

and keeping as close as possible to the enemy's line." When Birney car-

Cdrpé would gain possession of the Weldon Railroad. The VI Corps dur-

39

“The only cavalry in the immedieate neighborhood was a detachment led

f“ﬁ*¢ax-roads, and see if ilt_.could pinpoint the Confederates' de-

45 soon as Birney nassed the word, the corps moved out—-Barlow's

e e g e
A - e 4 s e Bl

§ §ur .

‘“*OWJ screened by Crowninshield's troopers, took the lead, followed i

I‘\e
Ty

tbbon!g and Mott's bluecoats. The sun had reached its zenith by the

= Z‘

arlov's vénguard, which had taken the road leading by Southall's,

<2 the Jervusalem Plank Road, one-half mile east of B. Williams' house,

e
e ar 3

10w ¢alled a short halt, while he conferred with his brigede com-

iNe)



‘ .4—.mtes Crowninshield's troopers had been in contact with dismounted Rebel

ml,ders. The absence of any commanding elevations limited visibility.

o

=fore reaching the plaruc road, the Federals had p@SSSd three open
'ld.s on their 'I"ig‘ t and cne on their lefi, Water was short; meny of
tl soldiers had emplbied their canteens. There were several large fields
west of Williems'. These fieids drained to the south into Second Swamp.
Slz woods to the west and nerthwest had not been recom‘gite ed, so Biraney

.-is concerned lest he blunder into a trep. He thersefore direct Clbbon

I ¥Mott to mass their divisions in Williams' fields, west of the plank

- Jibd. Barlow was to employ his infantry. and Crowninshield!s cavalry and

undertake a forced reconnaissance toward the Weldon Railroad. 37

I Spearheaded by the horsesoldiers, Barlow's division moved out,. tak-

¢ ing the road to Globe Tavern. By 1:10 p.m. the lead brigede (Brigadier

neral Nelson A. Miles'), with which Barlow rode, had penetrated to with-

L1

two and one-half miles of the Vieldon Railroad. For the past ten or 15

G SR g s . ; . .
;i I GL their guns against the Federals. Barlow's advance guard cap-

}:f'l“f'alr};rmen of Brigadier General Rufus Barringer's North Carolina Brigade.

;-f:*&-ltl'lough the firing was light, Crovmiﬁshield called for help., Whereupon,

.z-lo?; told Miles to deploy and throw out as skirmishers two regiments—-
e blst 1\Iew York to the i ght and the 81st Pennsylvania to the left. 38
Crovninshield and his troopers seemed unwilling to close with the

"%, 80 Barlow used them to cover his flanks, as the rugged footsoldiers

fe 2d U. S, Sharpshooter Regiment took the lead. By the end of an-

""I'*T‘:'c":' four, the head of the division had penetrated to within two miles
i S

S

ers from three Horth Carolina Cavalry Regiments, the 1at, 2¢,

o

bt b o
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Rarlow, when ne had’ commltted his infzntry, had been under the assump-

L

LI

that he would be supported by Gibbon's division. Learning now that

o
(9]
5
2

1ocon's division hed beea halted after crossing the plank road, Barlow

[a R (‘!

ae

ecided that he had better get in touch wih Birney. A staff-officer

trundered off with an incuiry. Barlow would leave it to Birney, "o

ce so as to sepsrate this divi-

decide whether it is safe for us to adven

cion farther from the rest of the corps.® It was impossible, Barlow wrote,

for his troops to continue to press toward the Weldon Railroad and "keep

y 37

- up connectlon with the rest of the corps.”

Upon the receint of this message, G raral Birney recalled Barlow's
& &5

Cﬂlumn When his troops pulled back, Bariow had them file into position

; on Pott‘& % left near Vllllams’ house, and dug in. From right to left

g“low's brlgades were posted: Fraser's YacDougall's, Moroney's, and

ilés!,‘ho

,Gibbon's and Mott's divisions in the meantime had taken position.

= Gibdo n's bluecoats were on the right and had entrenched west of the

E B : . i i s
l;_"er‘-lselem Plank Road, connecting on the right with the V Corps and on

.ﬂ¢ left with Mott's division. The soldiers had erected a double line

ﬁ* r’?1e~plts in the dense Dlnes froating the Rebels' works. Brigadier

%%??J Byron R, D1erce s and Major Timothy U'Brien's brigades held the

, Pierce on the right; Colonel Thomas A. Qrguh's and Colonel

Under the

.

*<lzm Blaisdell's brigedes OCCuOleQ the reserve trenches.
‘{e‘.’.r. : n 0
of darkness, the cznnoneers of the 12th Batbery, New York Light

7 emplaced their four 3-inch rifles on the l~ + of FPierce's

L1

}4-

“8r3,

Y, like Gibbon, positioned his division in double line of b

J —

11




i
i
5". g
i

" ¥eott's mein line of resistance.

i
- R
L

- Colonels Daniel Chaplin's and William R. Brewster's brigades held the front

1in Co7one 8 der““ J, Madill's and Robert McAllister's were posted in re-

.
1
ke

ssrve, Soldiers of the 5th Michigan occupied the line of outposts covering

When the IT Corps marched from Avery's,it was accompenied by six bat-

teries. Except along the front held by Gibbon's division, Chief of Artil-

lery John C, Tidball WS dﬂsdpp inted to see that plnes and ozks limited
hisiartillerists' fields of fire. Lieutenant James Gilliss of Batteries
,t,and I 5th U, 8. Lluht Artillery had his men unlimber their Napoieons
_ﬁn the interval between Mott's and Gibban‘S'divisionQ. Southwestern
Frince George County being unsuited for the employment of artillery, Co-

lonel T dball had his four remaining battery commanders park their guns

43

nearfJonés’ house.

”IGeneral Birnevy about dark hzd ridden out to instect the line tzken
: Y _ I

_@? by his corps, According to reports brought in by scouts, the Rebel
.h%rké‘that they had reconnoitered seemed tq be a continuation of those
“;Btovmed by Baldy Smith's corps on June 15. A salient (Battery No, 32)

‘had be én spotted in front of Gibbon's left,

*f  When he visited Gibbon's left, Birney, looking across the fields to

]

il

1

s front, sighted 2 strong column moving through the pines beyond. The

C&feyclads were marching southwest, and Birney theorized that the Rebel

~t2rals had dispetched a sirong force down the railroad to cope with

ersOW!s thrust. Relaying this information to Meade's headquarters,

Lo

oTREY observed, it would "not be prudent" for him to throw forvard his
oS Li,

SETE 13 3 . ni % a 3 vl 3
© ¥huil the VI Corps was “in posltlon or ready to go into position."

40 9:10 a.m.,on June 21 ,Genersl Meade had issued orders that as

o 1

“1 &L YT Corps units were relisved by elements cf the Army of the Jamss,

31
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General Wright would march his soldiers into position on the left of the

e Vo RN U L

1T Corps.'4§ At the time that this telegram reached Wright's command post
{$:30 a.m.) only one division of the XVIII Corps,Brigadier General George

J. Stannard's, hed arrived from Bermuda Hundred,

Stannard had started his division for the Point of Rocks pontoon

hy 1

bridge at 4 a.m, nen he reached the Appomattox, he was compelled to
c2ll a halt to wait for Brigadier General James . Wilson's cavalry to
£ the way. The bridge was free of cavalry within SO minutes,

a'd the footsoldiers crossed the Appomattox and tramped southwaerd down

'Jthe Point of Rocks road. Because of their proximity to the Confederate

‘lines, Wright and Stannard were satisfied that it would be unwise for

- the XVIIT Corps troops to relieve the VI Corps people in the rifle-pits

s kAt et

;Béfore derk. nen he notified Meade of this decision, Wright telegraphed

\”inat he had ordered staff-officers to locate and explore a road to Bir-

 Q9Y's‘left. As soon as these officers returned with their report, Wright

~ - lbé

" promised to put his reserve division, Ricketts!, in motion.

¢ 4]
0
ci'

At 11:45 Meade notified Wright that he "need not move any part® of

e A A NSRRI AL 2
i r

et o e i

}ch§“YI Corps “until the whole is ready to move," b7 amis message, how-

.;?*Q?} arrived too laté, because Ricketts had already put his two-brigade
5iVision on‘the road, . . ' T

Apparently, the Confederates suspected the Federals were up to some-

"“8 At 1:30 p.m. the batteries emplaced to the right and front begen

“er‘ﬂg the VI Corps' lines with shot and shell, Unicn cannoneers re-
""iEd1't 1 o . i 198

with 21l their guns that would bear.
After a short while the guns fell silent, and Wright and his officers

R k7 : - p) 3 ) ‘ .
back to work preparing for the night's march. A reguest wes forwarded

%% chief engineer for a guide, who could show Wright the "shortest ro=d

FELLTT 8 f
|.“
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I Ei to Chieves! house, on “the Jemsalem plank road." L9

Just before dark ,. Wright wes handed an urgent message from Feade's

l neadquarters. As soon &s his corps was relieved by Baldy Smith's troops,

it was to move to the left of the IT Gorps, "and take position there, ‘
z} essing up against the enemy and driving £hem into their main works,

-

but not teking the offer nsive so far as to assault their works." For his

guidance, Wright was informed that the IT Corps wes forming on Warren's

+left, which rested on the Jeruszlem Plank Road, and would extend as far

“to.-the west as feasitle. The object of this move to the west and the

e)_ctension of the lines, Keade informed Vright, vas to invest Petersburg

cnd cut ingress and egress via the Weldon and Lynchburg Railroads. Wright

would therefore extend his line from Birney's lefi Mas far as practicable

, 50

mns:.stent with its security yasa o.efensr\re line,

ALY AL G T ST ) 1 e

Rlcketts' lelSlOﬂ reached tbe area to the left and rear of Barlow's

St

Qommﬁdzz at a most opportune time for the Federals. Just as it was get-

PN

'Llng dark, Barringer's North Carolinians, who had followed Barlow's column
228 1t retraced its steps, charged Crowninshield's cavalry. - There was a
Ereal amount of powder burned, but very few casualties as the Union horse-

' 5°1diers retreated. " Barlow shouted for General Miles to countermarch his

e RS ST AV S g S

_'-."‘br\bade and deploy to the left and rignt of the Globe TaVern road. Sev-

crashing volleys from Miles!' footsoldlers rocked the Confederates,

St g e

4 they drew back. Ricketts' vanguard by this _time had reached Williams'

Hailing Ricketts, Birney told him to move his division out the Globe .
12T ) . . . . . 1
"1 road, Colonel Benjamin F. Smith's 2d Brigade took the lead as

¢ “% tolumn gtarted forward. The 6th Veryland and the 9th New York heavy

‘~=i8ry szdvaznced on the double and relieved the hard-pressed cavalry,

1L
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while Colonel Smith formed the rest of his brigede into double line of
vzttle scross the road. The soldiers broke cut their entrenching tools

and began throwing up earthworks. At 10 p.m. the 110th Ohio reported to

“Colonel John W. Horn of the 6th Maryland on the picket line, The New

York heavy artillerisus turned 1nfanbrymen were armed with smoothbores,

e 1 . i L
S6 Horn had the Ohloenq relieve the 5 Ricketts! 1st Brigade commanded

b; Colon william S. Truex was positioned to close the gap that had opened

" tetween Barlow's left and Smith's right and dug in,

. Codonel Tidball heard the firing occasioned by the attzack by Bar-

mounted cavalry on the Unicn left and rear. Not knowing thet
i g

;‘-EKEutS' VI Corps troops had intervened and had check ced the Confederates, .

'ITidball wes understzndably concerned lest the foe reach his artillery

?parﬁed at Jones! house To guard the rear, the cannoneers of Balttery B,

Eﬁ}st Rhode Island Lignt Afvll ery'unlimbered their six lezpoleons at the

:‘fﬁrks of the road. Infantrymen of the jth New York Heévy‘ﬁrtillery were

Posted in support of the guns. There was little rest for the cannoneers

'Q?Sriﬂg,the night as their battery commander had them throw up a parapet

CE0C cut embrasures. 53

 The thrust by the Confederztes against the Union left caused Birney

‘ggﬁ + bouch with Generel Mott. The commander of the Third Division

e tOlQ to keep up" his connection with Barlow on tne left and Gibbon

S IB
should it become necessary. ok

Barlow in oced;ence to orders frem Birney had put three of his bri-

Nt
SR l.nL

Yoo line of bettle, with his left in contesct with Ricketts! right‘

* Lo tas 3 ; ' 5 g i
“418, Barlow wes compelled to spread his men sc thin that he feared

i 1
b

e to resist an attack if made in strength. PBarlow shortl

)
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midnight protested that his division had to cover & mile of front,

o
iy
ct
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wrile Ricketts was responsible for about one-fourth mile. At the moment,

and Mott's left, which he under-

[

‘there was a gap between Barlow's righ

55

L stood Mottt was to close.

-
fa
-t

7S a_per dark wher. the 15 OOO seldiers’ ard ewa%u batterwes of

— i

b

kaldy Smith's corps advenced and relieved Wri nt's First end Second Divi-

‘sions, Stannard's division moved to the right, assuming res poasibility

le-pits between the Kptowautox River and the Petershburg &

lroed, formerly held by Fussell's VI Corps troops. Bri-

dier'Gen ral Hirem Burnham's 2d Brigade réplaced Brigadier General

orf Upton's in the tren cnes next to the river; while'Coldnel Guy V.

ewr 's 3d Brlcade flled into the rifle-pits on the left heretofore

P

cupied by Golonel William H, Penvose's st Brigade. The soldiers

&f Cplonel Fdgaxr M. Cullen's {st Brigade, except for one regiment, were
S‘Gued to the second 11ne. The detached regiment was detailed to sup-

;the Tth Battery, New. York Light Artillery on the right of the ravine._56

rigadier Ceneral John H. Mértindéle's division replaéed'Neiil’s

o

o e R

Betoats in fthe sector between the railrcad and Hare's house.

L Ty R L R AR

;Iﬁ ompliance with Baldy Smith's instructions, Brigadier'General

.

5 f73':.:'¢- Hinks camped hlS Negro Division a short Gistance behind the

its held by Stannard‘s énd_Martindale's reserve brigades. The

1z the day there had been a change in ‘the command of Wright!

vision., Generzl Meill wes relieved and directed to regort io

sk
s~



‘ine Army of the James. For the time being, the senior brigade commander,

L Aa e AT ALk e e

tricadier Géneral Frank Wheaton, would lesd the division, while Colonel

. Y ey .. . G
an F, Ballier of the 98th Pennsylvania took cncrge of the ist Brigads. 59
General Wright, 2s scon as Fussell and Wheaton hzd reported all their

he march. VWith a guide

e

troops off the line, passed the word to teke up
-_deéailed by the chief engineer leading the way, the long column moved out.
. Frogress was slow' it was after 2 a.m. when the advance crossed the Nor- :

£51% & Petershurg Railroad. The eastern horizon was'starting to pale by

‘ the time the rear gusrd pessed the Jerusslem Plank Road. -Wright at 4 a.m.

SRR

O DY PR

fcalled a halt near Jones! house, and he told Russell and Wheaton to allow

'th ir soldiers to take a well-deserved bresk. Within a few minutes, the

Eﬁnfhad stacked their arms, shucked their knapsacks, and had turned to i

preparing breakfast.

.General Warren was not to be left undisturbed by the redeployment.

A .07 e, S TS SRRSO

‘.

,”ﬁb 7 15 a.m,, on June 21 Warren wes notified that Birney's II Corps was

PN - SRR

*?ﬂ%iake position on the left of his V Corps, "enveloping the enemy." The

Saw

¥ Corps' role in the forthcoming offensive was teo be passive, but Meade

kg 61
ﬁ“ﬁﬁﬁed Warren to extend his left to hold as much ground as possible.

e DAL DRI N, P P T,

- Three of Warren's divisions (Ayres‘ Crawforqfs, and: Cuuler s) were

wnp

S A fran . . < . y e 3
¥ trenches at this time, and one, Brigadier General Charles Griffin's,in

. Warren mede his plans accordingly. Orders were issued for Griffin .

ki i T .
7 Tove forward end take pos sition on Brigadier Genersl Romeyn B. Ayres' left,

*2ching out to the plank road." 62
Criffin's troops had broken camp by 10 o'clock. As they moved out,
¢alumns headed south, and two hours later they halted on Chieves!'

“iztlon, After the division had been formed into line of battle with

s

F-3#Mer General Josepn J. Dertlett's brigede on the right, Coloael Williss

& =
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' G%.%iffin, seeing

Tilton's on the left, and Colonel Jacob B. Sweitzer's in support,

63

<
e

Griffin called for skirmishers to be advanced. The officer in charge

~f the skirmish line was © ld that his mission was to drive the Rebe

¢uiposts to his front into their works. As he advanced, his left was to
zachor on the plank road and his right on Ayres! left, Criffin's battle

iine was Lo give the skirmishers close suppori and seize ground as near

H;

oe's works as possible, "without SHffé”lﬂa from random bullets. and

6L,

oy ootln At dark Griffin was to see that his men eﬂtrenched.

hqen Griffin g“ve the word, his skirmishers swept towara the foe.

P

1,

The Confederate pickets were forced back about one-half mile, before

ck

hat his men were getting too close to the frowning
.‘bel breastworks, celled a halt, Entrenching tools were issued,
ets posted, and erle—plts dug, FRiding to his left, Griffin was
lghted to see that Gibbon's IT Corps division was holding the ground
65

gést of the Jerusalem Plank Hoad,

General Meade at 9 a.m. had wrﬂtten Grant that the IT Corps was en

3ﬁht€ to take position on the left of the V Corps, "the Fifth extending

&g far’gs the Jerusalem plank road.® Test of the plank road, Meade's

E%guts had reported the Confederates occupying earthworks previously

"'i'
(D

ced out, As these rifle-pits were about three miles south of Pelers-

g, Meade, after studying his maps, saw that the Rebel line from the
l;;"\

= road to the Aocomauﬁox above Petersburg would be considerably longer

el from the plank road to the river below. To check his enveloping

Bin b - . - N - ‘ "
Tmins, Meade forecast, Lee would have to throw the entire Army of Northern

66

s except the units holding the Howlett Line, south of the Appomattox.

srant back at his City Point headquarters had been study-

18
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};1nﬁ a mep en wnlcn tne engineers had plotted the troop posit ions, Grant's

it =1
Y sttention RS drawn to the Jerusalem_Plank_and. There the Confederate
iine which had been runplng from north to south turned west, éreating a
- galient angle; Writing Mezde of what he had discovered, Grant at 10 a;m.
" suggested that Meade have Warren mass his artillery and use it to pin the
Hebels in their ear

thviorks, while the II and VI Corps crossed the plank

road, As soon as the two corps had taken position, Grant felt confident

‘

tne Confederates would be unsble to hold their present line, because the

67

.;E%ﬁera1s would be able to t:ke it in reverse,

Meaae_was unable to understend what Grant intended, and at 11 a.n.

68

fﬁgo_iﬁformed him,

1 L

RenlJlng, Grant telegraphed Meade that he wanted Petersburg “en-

 ?§1p§ed as far as. possible, without attacking fortificatious, and the

vay the position of the two armies is marked / on the enginecrs! weyp /

_itlncks as if the front of the enemy can be swept from aboul Warren's

i or lefn center, tnerebj g1v1ng our troops the p081t10n desired

W3 "'}}_ t 1 . 3 69

ﬁ&lou” exposure, unless tne enemy exposes himself equally.™ Thls
esﬁ%ge reached hieade's headguarters about the same time as Cnief Engineer

The‘engineer explained to Meade that Grant wanted him

Meade at 1 p.m, notified Grant that he

70

_that this was done.

Fal &

t, besides keeping up with the activities of the Arrles of the

and Jemes, had other important business. His cormander-in-chiel,

Mbrahem Lincoln, had decided to visit the troops before Peters-

had carried nim
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- telegraphed Meade that he and the President planned to leave for the
front at 3 o'clock. They would go as far as the house where Baldy

—

th had had his headcuariers on the T&th.

- it
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THE BATTLE OF THE JERUSALEM PLANK ROAD, JUNE 21-24, 186L

A

Chapter I
Gensral Meade Sends Two Corps Across The Plank Road
Notes

~

1 Andrew A, Humphreys, The Virginie Campaien of 164 and '65: The iArmy

- of the Potomac and the Army of the James (WNew York, 1882), 226; Francis

T AL Valker, History

£ the Second Army Corps in the Army of the Potomac

‘é{‘(New York, 1886);'543; : ' iﬁi 

A Compilstion of the Official Records of

- The War of the Rebellion

.

e Armies, Series I, Vol. XL, pt. II, 231.

ct. I, 761, 766. At this stage of the
‘conflict, Beauregard commanded the Department of North Carolina
‘énd Southern Virginia, with headquarters in Petersburg.

- Douglas S. Freeman, E. E. Lee, III (New York, 1935), 425.

Lee's Lieutenants, A Study in Command, III (New York, 19Ak),

538; 0. B., Series I, Vol. XL, pt. II, 690.

0. R., Series I, Vol. Xi, pt. IT, 233. On June 20 Company I, 1st .

=y

'1:;¥FO position along the lines of the XVIII Corps. Company I was

- fellowed on June 2l by Compeny D, 1st Connecticut Heavy Artillery,

it four 30-pounder Parrotts and four &-inch siege mortars,. The

V:f?%?ﬁafs_were turned over to Company I. 0. R., Series I, Vol. XL,
* *:[J 672.
% B, Series I, Vol. XL, pt. II, 233.

zley 238, YWith Birney in command of the corps, Erigadier Geners.l
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Gershom Mott, as senior brigade commender, took charge of the Third

.Division, IT Army Corps.

nt, Burnside would see that his men strengthened
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I, Vol, XL, pt. T, 195. —_

Augustus Woodbury, Major General Ambrose E. Burnsids ang

=% Hnth Army Corps...(Frovidence, 1867), £19-421. On the 17th the

resched the south tank of the James, Forrevo hid
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‘crossed the river and camped for une nlcht near ”1lcox’s. - The nexc

day, MQV1pg‘ihlrear-of the trains, the hesro D1v1sioQ had marched
errero rcported to meaue.for insty qctioﬁﬁ;
Meade replied, direciing Ferrerc to leave the dismounted cavalry
to guard the trains and to report with the rest of his coﬁmand to -
Gensral Burnside. Pressing on, the division caﬁped ot the night of
the 19th a short distance 1ﬁ rear of ghe IX Corps' sector,

0. R., Series I, Vol. XL, pt. I, 495. |

Tbid., 318; C. R., Series I, Vol. XL, pt. II, 273. For the time

‘being, corps hesdguarters would be at Avery's house.

Walker, History of the II Corps, 5L3.

0. R., Series I, Vol. XL, pt. II, 27L.

4

Thid,

Tbid., 27k, 275.

Tbid., 275, 276.

Tbid.; 0. R., Series I, Vol. XL, pt. I, 758. General Nott ab 10 a.m,

2

had been ordered to have the 2d U. S. Sherpshooters report to General
.Barléw. Birney had established corps headquartérs in front of Jones'
hpuse; 0. k., Series I, Vol. ¥i, pt. I, 318.

0. B., Series I, Vol. XL, pt. I, 333, 335, 337, 339, 340, 3L2, 3k8, 35k.

3 1

At dark the 5th Hew hamnsn¢re roved oub and occupied the picket line.

h )

Teid., 366, 372 J7L, 375, 382, 3856, The earthworks occupied by Fierce's
and 0'Brien's brigades were 2long a wood road vesriag off at an angle

AL

of 25 degrees in 2 SOuu"JeSberlj dlrectlon from the- Jerusalem.Planﬁ Road.

f

Teid., 391, 394, 396, 401, LO2, 418,
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Abid.s Lok, 4375 LL3 Vhen the corps moved out, the 11th New York and

Litery ¥, Lth U, 8. had merched with Zerlow; Baltery B, 1st Hew Jersey
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and tne 12th Ne¢ Yo”k with Globoh, Bctuery A, 1st Rhode Isiand and

with, Moti,

. Deneral Stannard

< had assumed cormand of the Firsv Division, XVIIT Corps, on the even-

“ing of June 20.

Series T, Vol. X, pt. IT, 281.

282.

&

275-276; 0. R., Series I, Vol, XL, pt. I, 506, 507-508.
Series I, Vol. XL, pt. I, 505. |

Toid., 42k, 429, 430, 433, 135, 136, 439, hh1, LA3.

‘Series T, Vol. XL, pbt. II, 277.

310-311.
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. R., Series I, Vol. XL, pt. I, 712, 715, 718; 0. R., Series I, Vol.

g T

LI, pt. I, 1250. | ¢

A s s

0. R., Series I, Vol, LT; pt. I, 1259. Martindale's division had been

S 101

ClV“Slon reuurnﬂd to Berfmea Punar d, There the division was re-

,jéﬂized. Cn the. rornlnc 01 tne 21st }artlnuale WES orde*cd to
: to Petersburg.

Series I, Vol. XL, pt. I, 215, 216.
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Crant to send either General

1

‘Barnard or Colonel Cyrus B. Comstock to explain what he wished.




THE BATTLE OF THE JERUSALEM PLANK ROAD, JUNE 21-2L4, 186L
- © Chepter II

Mahone Staggers the II Corps

General Birney about daybreak on June 22, 186L, called for Colonel
2n and told him "to order the advance of the lines until the position

of the enemy was enveloced " in accordance with heede's master plan,

‘¥ubh ¥eade and Birney had been apprised by this hour that General Wright -

ied massed Russell!'s and Wheaton's divisions at Jones! house, and was
preparing to move out along the road to Globe Tavern reconnoitered by

Birney therefore plarned to advance his left and center divi-

aions, Barlow, whose First Division constituted the II Corps! lelt

 ¥35 to "copformd to the movements of the VI Corps, advaricing his line

f" Gﬂneral Wright advanced hls. As tne Unlon line swept forward, it

35_presumed at corps'headquarters that it would be Yconsiderably con-

f”‘ttime to time to give General Mott an opportunity to get part of

23.‘.
g command in reserve.

2

ﬁlnh the earthworks to his front defended by the Confederates.

Thq advance of the II Corps being dependent upon the VI Corps,

uiﬁbréﬁn rode over to Jones' house. When he reached Jones!, he
ifﬁ'cﬁéﬁra Wright and his staff busy redeploying the VI Corps. Gen-
¥ Lfsse i's First DlVWSlOP was advanced and took p051taon on Ricketts!
v Thig ¢navled Barlow, whose II Corps division held a mile of front,
ihe right. After occﬁpying the breastworks thrown up by Bar-

Sienk wrigeds, Bussell covered his front wnfﬂ a strong forcs of

21
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virmishers and turned his men to deepening and strengthening the rifle-

s e,

Second Pivison was marched down the plank road tili
e nead of the column reached Globe Tavern reoad. Here Wheaton called a
rief halt while he conferred with Colonel Ballier. The colonel was told

La'ttss his brigade, the lst, in rear of Hickebls’ division. bogs socn

HE N N N e
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ades take position on Ricketts’ left. Brigadier General Lewis £,

Qaﬁblock,-south of Second Swamp. Edwards' mission was to ward off

; Yesterday," and to advise Barlow when he advanced., " Barlow in

_Wsusd begln closing in on Mott, and s:anolng forward his left,

.i . s - 1_;'..7'\ by N ” -
T Plng “rlght advised as to hlS movements, 7

o

C‘-

“Iore Barlow could act on this ordef, Colonel Morgan received a

R b
R

from Captain Crovninsh 1e#d of the cavalry. The horsesoldier wrote




that at 7:15 his men were picketing the plank road to a point two miles

vevond Williams® house, No Confederates had been seen since midnight.
Tmformation glesned from local planters led the captain to conclude
that Dearing's cavalry was holding the Weldon Railroad. Confederate

es were szid to be operating v1th1n one mile .of tqe plank road,

o
Lkdl
e
ﬂa
d‘

“n check on tn =z repory, Crowninshield hed senbt z patrol westward zlong
ar 2 L o

the Globe Tavern road,

T.About 9:30 Colonel Morgan, as he rode through the woods, encountered

d,uc.al Barlow, The general looked worried. He showed Morgan the 7:30

‘c-x-de'r ‘f‘rbmr IT Corps hsadquarters. A glance was all that was needed to

t2tisfy the chisf-of-staff that this message wes quite different in its

-’uenor from the crder he had drafted at 4:50. Morgan began to fret, be-

":Enzs*a :Lt appeared to him "that the later order imperiled the corps.?®

'u‘.er_ mst be a mistake,. he tod.d Barlow, as he ‘wheeled hlS horse about,

»a%ﬁaratory to returning to. corps headguarters to ascertain what. had

2 a":aptzened

On h:Ls arr val, worgan learned from General . Blrhey that the II Corps

; *"”_dl'* _"Jrake our movement independent of any by the ixbh Corps."™. When he

res LI‘ned to Bariow's comrand post.at 10 a.m., Morgan carried a message-

T"'e mjor-—aeneral commanding directs that you move forward

o ¥our division, connecting with General dott on your right,
Swinging Torward until your whole line is in close proxi-
ity to that of the enemy. You will not be dependent on
'-_“-'}_7‘ TﬂO\-’emeuu_of the Sixth Corps. Having attained the po-
Silion abovs indicated, you will streagthen it by intrench-
g, If General vfrlgnu is not able to connect with you,
.;ou will have to look out for your left, 7

Frior to Morgan's arrival at the First Division's command post, Gen-
"~ “22de had been there. When Barlow explained that there was a mis-

“¥¥inding as to whether he should hold his coanection to the right

%5 Heade becoming impatient replied, "You caanot connect wilh both;

T YN %" 1o
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~Jeep your connection to the right; each corps must lock out for itself,n
' The question as to whether Barlow should guide left or right had
_gign settled, so the II and VI Corps prepared to go separate ways., Ac-

o rq1ng to Birney's revised battle plan, hls right flank division

(o4 bnon's) would remain in the earthworks, while Mott's and Barlow's

ederate fortifications that extended west-

.

Covered by a strong skirmish line, Mott's and Barlow's divisions

L ﬁhe protection afforded by the barricades and advanced into the
;xnes to their front. As the troops scrambled over the low parapeté,
G 11

u.aer of officers glanced at their watches: it was 2 p,.m.

Ebtt like Gibbon and Barlow, had two brigades (McAllister's and

,?Creepeﬂ by the skirmishers from,the 17Mich1gan, fott's bluecoats for-
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‘7f:~*-hm0uou 211's and Moroney's. Barlow rode with his skirmishers.

« Rebel sharpshoocters now opened on the skirmishers cover-
%% left, Barlow urged his men on; they responded with their char-

lan. The Confederate snipers were rolled back by the blue~

s s W g Fr, iy .

2L

A mile advance was registered before Barlow's skirmishers encountered

4
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':ceats pfoteCulng the division! ® refuged flank. Barlow, however,-was worried.

;}f sent word for MacDouﬂall to deolov several reglmeats as skirmishers to
nzolong the "reuurﬂ," and endeavor. to re»establish conta t with the VI
hfécorps. The flrlng hav1ng ceased along the skirmish 11ne, Barlow wheeled
éés.hOrse about and rode toward his reserve brigade, Milesf, which dur-
fhe'aqvahce had followed several hundred yerds benind Fraser's battle

14

'Baflow wanted Miles to change his formation.

{Ore of Meade's staff (Lleutenapu Colonel Theodore Lyman) in the mean-

u.é'had galloped up bto Gemeral Wright'!'s command post. Wright at this

Fas

anr_f’(f_ziao) was with Ricketts' advence brigade. From Wright the aide
_ﬁéd;that Ricketts! left extended about 200 yards south of the Globe
égg_rpad, Wneaton's division was massed behind Ricketts, Yready to
et inffhe required clilrect:llon....5t Séattered shots could be heard off )

ne north along Rugsell's sklrmlsh line, Wri ghn teld Lyman to tell

P A

‘Before ordering a general adveance by his.corps,-wright told Ricketts

Russell to move their skirmish lines forward. The skirmiéhers pressed

ﬁad{thrcugh a hea#ily forested area, Ricketts' men had gained about

Ciie

“Hal‘ mile,when they were assailed by a strong force of Rebels de~

W

aﬁg'as skirmishers. The bluecoats r8001leu a few steps, recovered.

.;ﬁits, and préSsed cautiously_ahead.:IWithin a few minutes, the

T &ing which had begun along Ricketts' front hed extended to the left

Dlea
~

E“.Ell‘s picket line,

'-% cﬂt and his officers, after conferrlpc briefly, dec1dea that the

e PPy g . a2
“*%Taves had advanced to the attack, because scouts, who had jusv re-

1

¥ 5 "5'"':. & a : N P 5 3 1 .
% from the area where contact had been established, reported thatl they

e
ST



N

. : " W =
. E ' x N - b y s i i

,gd seen no Confederates. Wright instructed Ricketts and Russell to heve

«u— -"v-' A

i.:-'tr;e.lr skirmishers carry the fight to the enemy, and to advance their
16

tziile lines,

: Two divisions of General Hill's IIT Corps and 2 part of a third hed

e ez s

hed Peuersourg on the afternoon of June 18. After crossing the Ap-

e

toOX, Hill's division commanders placed their men in t'}e works. -

AR

-T‘}Iajox_"l General Cadms Wilcox's division was posted on the right; its
¢ flank brigade anchored on the Weldon Railroad and its left on

1&6}{. Creek. 17 Brigadier General William Mahone's five-brigade di-

/5 ‘;-i Battalion, mounted their guns along the fortifications from the
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*‘“uem Plank Road on the left to tne Weldon Rzilroad on the right. ES

Yo <
“vune 19 yas Synday. A brigade historian in Hill's corps recalled,

g o St-\‘ -

<€ not di sturbed, but lay end slept or heard preaching as we chess,
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" Ye were in quite an'exposed place to the sun, but we managed to construct

arvors which afforded some protection,® ] Not so fortunate, depending

on one's spirited needs, were the men of Colonel Daniel A, Weisiger's
trigade. John Sale of the 12th Virginia noted in his diary:

Remained in same position which we took last night.
Its 2 shame that having 3 chaplains, the Brigade cen not
nave services ab least on the Lord's Dey, end more es-
_ pecially when there is no more danger than there is to-
. day, but they are so careful of their pr361ous bodies
-~ that they care not for our souls which is their business.
.- No one would expect them to needlessly expose themselves,
~ but many and meny a day one is in position in which there
.- is no danger and they will never come near. Such men can
- do more good with a musket than otherwise. Our Chaplain,
-on being asked to do so, did menage to carry a gun for
-about 100 yards and he had no bag 2ge whatever to encumber
Thlm - :

:Hill's troops on the 20th remmined in or near the works. .Nothihg

“g'bgjhterest occurred to their front, but off to the northeast, they

23

.Qogid‘hea: the rodr of artillery.

fThe'advance of the II Corps across the Jerusalem Plank Road on the

ternoon of the 21st had immediate repercusslons. General Hlll on learn-

,ﬁg thau .Barringer's horsesoldiers were in contact with the Yankees east

: *?%-}§.and headed south. Wilcox called a halt near Globe Tavern, and

"

1 were scon busy "arranging a temporary breastwork.! A number of

er's troopers came in end reported that they had been compelled
%.*‘ﬁ?fﬁtiré by Union cavalry. The cannoneers of MNMcGregor's Virginia Bat- -
77 threw their 3-inch rifles into battery and shelled the woods

" %1 the tavern.

b

“Sports were now received that the Federal horsemen (Crowninshield's
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~ getachment) were retiring. Wilcox ordered his men forward. Crossing the
{“field, the butternuts entered the pines beyond Dr. Gurley's. Skirmishers
zﬁere advanced, and Brigadier Generals Samuel MeGowsn and E. L. Thomas

fﬁgﬁﬁed their brigades by the flank along a narrow cart road.

McGowan's South Carolinisns, as they pressed toward the Jerusalem
.'ﬁnk Road, began to viorder when they‘ﬁould'meet the foe, Suddenly there
é'a sharp volley anead, "which sent a pretty good shower of balls whiz-
ingidver our heads.® Here there was a little clearing. on tﬁe left of
he road ;Q7Aalong which McGowan advanced. Across this opening; the South
;dlinians Saw Thomas! Georgians advancing in line, The skifmishers in
fgﬁi.éhéeréd lustily and fired freely. Most of the'soldiers fhought that
gattle was at hand., Thomas' Georgians advanced into the woods beyond,
the tempo of the firing increased, McGowan shouted to his South
arolinians, "Lie Down!" The troops threw themselves down in the dusty
"fronting almost at right-angles with the line of Thomas' brigade.
The miniés, one of McCGowan's veterans recalled, Ycame ovér-us by
115, sometimes quite thickly; but they were very high." At dark.

COX recalled his troops. The division retraced its steps, returning

he sector of the Petersburg defenses from which it had marched ten

jt fhvs again pressing toward the Weldon Railroad. Lee, who like all

i”,{%fa? captaing believed that Moffensive movements are the foundation

2!

© © &od defense," had Hill send for General Mahone. As a civil en-

T:-' s

Y, Mahone had surveyed the area and Vknew every inch of the ground

iy &n he .
2 by the tengled chaparral.®



Mahone. thought he saw an opening for a flank attack and asked per-

sion to deliver it. Lee and Hill were agreeable. Instructions were

-u .

('.h

at t p.m. for Brigadier Generzl J. C. C. Sarnders and Colonels

l Weisiger and William Gibson to hold their units ready to move
out in light marching order at a moment's notice. To hold the rifle-

. o - 1 . 4 d._,,’

_:le vacated by these units, Mahone's two other brigades (Finegin's
“and Herris!) were to extend to the left and right. One of Weisigerts -
villerans observed, "Everyone instantly commenced suxmizing where was

probable destination, No ones [s*lc / knows :LL,, everyone could

3

7‘-‘i‘or‘1 some 1dea that it met a fight.!

I At 2 o'clock Mahone passed the word,and the three brigades took

up the march. To screen his approach from Federal pickets, ‘Mahone -led

h.l t.rdcps up the hollow through which Wilcox Creek meanders. As the

hi of the column approached Johnston's farm, Mahone was delighted to

188rn from his scouts that the Union generals had blundered. The ever

, vl ning gap that had opened between the left division of the II Corps
“2nd the right division of the VI Corps had been spotted by the greyclads.

1‘ one determined to capitalize on the Yankees' mistake, While aides

r'ied to the rear to urge the men forward , Mahone deployed and advanced
h sharpsho&er battalion., Moving into the woods beyond, the sharp-
S oters established contact with Barlow's ski_rmisﬁer_s. In accordance
win the informzetion supplied 53{ his scouts, Mzhone formed his three.
=~l £2des into line of battle in the field fromlng Johnston's house——

"lﬁv-pzeort. The cannoneers of the st Maryland Battery, who had accom-
A 0 3 i
l-—-a *ehone's column, threw their four 12-pounder Napoleons into bat-

SV on Sanderst left. While the soldiers were moving into their babtile

=TTy
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foormation, they could hear scattered shots and shouts in the pines to
| iheir left and front. This told them what Mahone and his brigade com—
sanders alresdy knew, they had geined 2 position on the II Corps' left

and Tear.

-Eéhone now waved  his men forward, As the long battle line entered

::tﬁ woods, Weisiger moved his brigade into pOSlETOﬁ on Gibson's right,

‘qugrders' Alzbamans on the left were the first to make contact with

25

Wileox had been ordered by General Hill to co-operate with Mahone.

s’ on the previous'afternoonethe "ight Division" left the protection

‘afﬁﬁﬂed by the earthworks and hiked down the Halifax road. Once agzin,

- on reaching Globe Tavern, Wilcox turned his column eastward., As the

rsiOn.approached the woods, Wilcox called a brief halt, Skirmishers

e_deployed and thrown forward. McGowan's sharpshooters screened the

fdlv1Q1on as it moved ia route column down the road leadlng from Globe

ern’to Williams!. Wilcox had told the officer in charge‘of the

-ﬂ_,

}maln Charles E. Watson's company of sharpshooters clashed with

ﬁ%@ﬁ plckets. Watson and his men drove t he blueccated skirmishers

S‘.su‘“ S B .
“tlove thep, 2

~%¥ithin a few mements, Union resistance stiffened. The dense pines

~,3

B u«ﬂernrush along with the absence of any commanding elevations,

.
g\.be.

[ey
. ,—r—'

‘& fighting somswhat akin to blindman's buff, After about 90

o )

3 savage combat with Wilcox's sharpshooters, Ricketts! skir-

il g pe

"f% had gained perhaps 100 yards. The officer in charge reported

RS |
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. ‘thet he could advance no farther unless General VWright wes willing to

- -

 ; ¢¢ﬁmit his battle lines. This, Wright was not prepared to do without
}Eade's sanction. All thel he had seen and heard, however, satisfied
~ Wright that the Rebel skirmish line did not extend very far north of

‘the Globe Tavern road, Orders were therefore given for Russell to re-

deploy his skirmishers,so that they would be able to turn Wilcox's

Jeft flank, When he notified Meade of his actions at 2155, Wright

inted out, if his "supposition" that the Rebels had only committed

.
-
L]
i
3.
I
i

LR ﬂEll force were corrett,a frontal attack by Ricketts! skirmishers,

B

T oo

‘onfederates were endeavoring to exploit the blunder on Meade!s part

tad caused the corps to lose: contact. Wright forwarded this in-

“ion to Colonel Morgan. Upon receipt of these evil tidings, Morgan

;tQ,W&rn Barlow that his division was in grave danger. Morgan, how- ; é
ﬁnﬁf‘fas too late, <8 |
lPTEceded by a large number of skirndéﬁer55 Mahone‘s battle line

'3ff§in on Barlow's refused flank, The bubtternuts quickly overran

31,
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) Qr caouurea. Pressmg on, the Rebels assailed MacDougall's battle line
I‘_ r;;r e front ,» flank, and rear. Moroney shouted for his brigade to rush

CEg }g’ac_Dougall’s assistance, It was like trying to sweep back the tide

l iith a broom, as the grim, greyclad infantry drove ahead. First, MecDougall's
I " a2 then Moroney's brigades dissolved inte - panic-stricken mobs. Each sol-

~ ..gier, intent on saving his own skin, thought only of regaining the safety

"feféed by the - breastworks.

ﬂs he galloped through the pines, Colonel }iiorga}q sighted remahents ofg_
_al shattered regiments fléeing before Mahone's onslaught, Hé called

he men to re~form on their colors, but the men refused to heed; shout-
?Lat their units "had been 'captured! or !cut to pieces'.t _29

Bé;‘low, as soon as he learned that MacDougall's and Moroney's brigades

_:é_iérj. overwhelmed, ordered General Miles to have his troops double—quick

to _th_e rifle?-pits from vhich‘ tﬁey had advanced, Miles was to deploy
rigade and attempt to re-establish contact with the VI Corps. As
bluecoats hﬁrr‘ied_ to the rear, the Coni_' ederates closed in on

: *!'s brigade. Captain Burton H. Dav:Ls of the 66th New York, whose

Wa_é c_leployed as” skirmishers, saw that the Rebels had in_filtrated
Ound between his New Yorkers and the brigede battle line. He bel-
2 7‘-5-'9!‘ every man to fend for himself. It was evident to Colonel Fraser
“13 brigade was in a precarious situation., Orders were given for the
‘::’5 to oblique to t’né left to meet the onrushing Rebels. The regiments

e le;t of Fraser's line panlcked Fraser, seeing that it wa.s hope~

% 39 remain where he was, passed the order to retire into the rifle-
-t

- o “""T : 45 the Yanks faced toward the rear, they came under a scathing

v Like Maclougall's and Moroney's brigades, Fraser's collapsed in
i 5 2 Fy
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f:féce of Mahone's slashing assault on its left, 30

In the wild retreat, & large number of Federals, including Colonel
Fraser, were surrounded and captured. The survivors emerged from the

voods and reached Bhe breas tworks shortly after Miles! grim veterans
g

1z¢ filed into position. Assisted by Colonel Morgan, BarlOW'stfuggled

‘ frazntically to re-form his three shatlered brigades. As the general

sought to calm the men, he heard them spesk of "overwhelming numbers®

ﬁf Rebels and “three lines of battle." These tales, he discounted.

'Eéfore'BarlOW'could reorganize his shattered brigadés, 2 Confederate
‘;battle llne Uﬂelslgar s Virginians) debouched from the pines and.ad- -
j:&gnged against the breastwcrﬁs.. Miles! troops held; the atuaCK was re—‘
:fgélééd -.As the Virginians retired, Miles ordered the 24 New York Heavy
;iﬁrtlllery to fOllON Mopping ﬁp the area in front of the barricades, the

'i\eﬁvbrkers bagged L0 Rebel stragglers. 31

7;- It was mld—afternoon when Colonel Tldball was notified that Barlom's

_;armﬁvon had broken., To help stablllze the situation, marchlng orders

’ke*esﬁsued to the Lth New York Heavy Artillery and Battery'F hth U. s.

b Ar uWIlery The battery moved out at a trot to the field where

fﬁiﬂs‘ footsoldlers were taking position in the rlfleuplts. Unlimber-
é g t5 tuwo Napoleons of the rlght section, the regulars shelled the
f“¥ ods to their front, >~

'-] E&anwhile, Sanders' Alabamzns and Gibson's Georgians had moved against

M

“v's left, which had been uncovered by the rout of Barlow's division.

"*U's Yeft flank brigades (Chaplin's in advance and Medillis in support)

"% unable to adjust to an attack from an unexpected direction. It was
“:ETOlling up a carpet, The Union officers involved made little effort

“4ge front to ment Mehore's onset. Subsequently, Generzl Mott re-

33
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;¢£iiéd that his "first intimation of an attack™ was when Barlow's panic-

siricken men engulfed his left,

'LfLAlong Mott's skirmish line, the soldiers of the Stk Michigan at 2 p.m.

Fi
P
)
|

i
-
T

"Sably startled by the sudden crash of small-arms volleys off to their

T g o-
oY

:!  A few minié’balls now whistled in from the rear. Dropping their

T4
eI

“Ching tools, the bluecocats snatched their rifle-muskets. Within

S 18w g3 . T .
% Minutes, soldiers from Barlow's division charged toward Chaplin's,

bante o
e‘ - uﬁ;_.;kr\.g, nm

The Repels are in our rear!¥ Chaplin celled for his officers



Fi

?‘-.A\A«—;-

I

‘ié_form their regiments for battle, While f,he_ soldiers were dressing their

Gibson's Georgians sent a imlley crash:'mg into their rear.  The

e gade fau,ed about, but tpe panic was contaglous, and Chaolin‘s troops

"”'ﬁrmce._ Ifo\rlng to the rlght & short distance, the br:i_gade ral l:Lea benlnd

c*'eastwork thrown up by other trooos.

; Colone_l Mcﬁllsuer had established his command post hear the angle,

first, NeAllister and his staff believed the heavy firing off to the

- st 4

o1 i'é§ulted from Barlow advencing his line. As the roar and shouts
&Zél‘_rﬂl'earér, ?Icé;ilistér i’;ad second théughts and ca.llredﬁ his men to at-
'téﬁt'i':dn..- "Wery soon, ™ [ _recalled, ."é re_tfeating mass of the First _
ns:Lon camé running along in my rear, with the re_bél_s on their fian}c _

'éar W Tt was imoéssible for the 2d Brigade to open fii‘e without

tlng:down their comrades. With the retreat of Chablin's brigade, .

one's battle 11ne bore in on NcAll:Lster s left, as well as hls front

_n_g the withdrawal of the 5".‘}: Michigan., McAllister had only one

éf}ﬁ(_:ﬁed. Upon reaching the rlfle—-plus » Mcﬁlln.ster and his offlcers
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':‘éi#ision; Gibbon's bluecoats, unlike Mott's and Barlow's, had held their

e bt A I, g e

: éfc£ﬁd-oh'June 22, Two Erigades, O’Brien's.on the left and Pierce's on

” t%e.right? defended the advence line of.rifle*pits facing west, while

§” _f§igisdell's brigade supported OlBrien‘s.and Smyth‘s was poétéd behingd
.j §i;fce’s. 3 - | | |

The cannoneers of the 12th New York Battery had unlimbered their

ar 3-inch rifles in the interval betweesn O'Brien's and Pierce's bri-

dés; Captain McKnight end his artillerists had spent the morning

ﬁééngthening*this emplacément. The Lth New York Heavy Artillery and

ery K, 1st Rhode Island Light Artillery having returned -to -the

ﬂiilery park, near Jones! house, Colonel Tidball reinforced McKnight's

tiéfyﬁg.with a detachment from the L4th New York. The ex—heavy.artil; -
1§t§ were turned to fashioning gabions. About noon a four-gun Con-
rate battery emplaced in Battery No. 29 roared into action. Shells:

rst with uncanny accuracy abové McKnight's position, as well as the

e-pits to the artillerists' left and right. McKnight had his men

aﬁé?'ﬁhe’embrasures so that their pieces would bear on'Battefy.No;‘

fceneral Pierc;, learning what the New Yorkers were doing, sent word
¥enight to return the Rebels! fire. At 2 p.m. the Yanks put their

}h action. The greyclads replied with eight cammons. To make mat-

}?9?5 embarrassing for the bluecoats, sharpshooters had infiltrated

fﬁcds to their front, and banged away whenever a head popped above

'3h? and his men were hard-pressed. Hoping to relieve the pressure
5 the New v 5 . g iy ; i oht of
S VNS York artillerists, Plerce galloped to the extreme rigot o

lgzde. Here where his brigade anchorsd on the plenk road, the

. ¢ et e £




A

1st New Jersey Light

.i:i.f,g""‘eral hailed Captain A. Judson Clark of Bautery B,
,a,;a,l,__ ery. Clark was told "to open at once on the enemy's battery.n

';Qén Clark geve the word, his men began to hammer the Rebel batteries

'-"-.',-t'*""'«"th shot and shell from their Napoleons. 36

::'“- General Pierce relned up his horse, while he gauged the effect of

".x’:lar:: s opening rounds. Now instead of the occesional report of a rifle-

: .e» off to his 1e£t there came the terrlble fuli-throated roar that

tgld*Pierce that a battle had opened. As Pierce rode down his line to-

:ard the 12th New York Battery, he found the road Jarmea with frlghtanea

refugees from Mott's division, Pierce called for the officers to rally
37 ‘

g;r__*men behind the works occupied by Bleisdell's brigade,
he rifle-pits defended .by O'Brien's brigade had been su_bjec_ted to
6;1;"5 'bombardment by Confederate guns emplé.ced in Batteries Nos. 29
'“132, bef(ére,the men picke:ting the far side of the wheatfield fronting
‘#fer'iche_s sent word th_at a Confederate skirmish line had been sighted

helr left front. From his command post near the brigade's left,

or 0'Brien now sighted Sanders!' Alabamans advancing through the pines

"gfl’nont of Mott's sector, Moments later, O'Brien was dismayed Lo see

's dlszslon dlslntegrate A staff-officer pounded off to wern Gen-

b mGlboOn that the division to his left had abandoned its position
‘aas in wild retreat. R |
Within ten minutes, Sanders' battle line came surging across the

?1"‘:';‘;.4.. .
-“?f",i.'l.eld O'Brien's bluecoats, in conjunction with the st Massachu~
: » J

.

‘J.-;r ebis Heavy Artillery and the S."‘th Michigan on their left, beat off this

Ty .
-n*‘al assault, The Alabamans pulled back, reorganized, and came on

=% Once again, they were repulsed. Meanwhile, Mzhone's center and
_ g » ¥ B 3

sk

%% brigedes closed in. O'Brien, to meet this chellange to his left

W
=3



‘ l
%
‘ l

%- .
i
b
i

’jéhd rear, pulled his left flank regiments (the 69th Pennsylvania and the

A P g L

1524 New York) out of the rifle-pits and filed them to the left oblique.

—_fseveral volleys delivered at pointblank range by these units caused the

anfederates to recoil.

v R e

if szrd now‘réached O'Erien that McEnighi's guns were in dange‘rf _Wheﬁ
e gaiﬁéd_his right regimeﬁt, the 72d Pennsylvania, O'Brien found the
éldiers closeij engaged with Sanders! Alabaméns to their front. He re-
sined with the 724 wntil it had repulsed this, the third frontal attack
Qéé_on the brigade, While OtBrieh was thus eﬁplﬁjed, GibSon's'Georgians
_?éd the 1st Massachusebts Hean Artillery and the ${hpﬁbhigaﬁ_from the
gfle-pits to the left of the 2d Brigade, From the protection afforded
ihese earthworks, the Georgians sent volley after volley crashing into
he_égth Pennsylvanla and the 152d New York. These two regiments gave
__in confusion, Having broken the 69th Pennsvlvanla and the 152d New

ka;'Mahone's butternuts outflanked and_smashed the 184th, 106th, and

Rmmﬂyadé.sg
Céptain EcKnight, at the time of the Rebel assault on O'Brien's

éde, bellowed for his cannoneers to enlarge.the embrasure of his

_Piece.. Opening fire with canister, the New Yorkers enfiladed and

b

;?éd repulse the initial frontal attacks on O'Brien's infantry to
r'léft McKnlght was unable to employ his 0uher three 3-inch rifies

alnsh the Reoel ln;antry to hlS left, because the embrasures faced

e MR el e, L

“bgry o, 29,to his rlgh ' The artillerists learned that dlsaster

,%Q:eveTtaken the unlts to their left, when infantrymen came running

3% theiy empLacemenE, crying, "le are flanked on the left; the left

L
T

P it S -.ukengn

R

e brave gunners marning the left piece, however, held their ground
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SEI’lu round after roand of cenister and case-shot without fuse ripping

*mc the Confeaerates , until the 72d Penrsylvanla collapsed. The butter-

storn;ed down the aO::.;.G.OY‘cd. I‘lfle-«pl’ts and p_f nted a Suc_rld. of colors
tne. parapet protecting the left 3~inch rifle. -A Rebel officer called
fgr.__i:he_cannoneers _to surrender. In a final efiort to save hls guns 3

ght ordered, "Fix prolonges!" It was too late, for

amns and Georglans were pouring over the works in overwhelming

er:__e. ¥eKnight at buie S as on the right of the battery with

st sergesnt. |

The 1st Minnesota to the battery's right broke on seeing O'Brien's
*ga__:c;‘@e fall to pieces, The troops were quickiy rallied by ﬁheir officers
flred. one volley, before teking to their heels a second time. Lieu-
t I;ienry D. O'Brien of’ the Tst Minnesota collected a ha;ndful of his |
0 anq_ Jo:med Captaln Mck'm.ght and several of the artill erlsts in a

‘gcle to save the r::.ght 3-1r1ch rifle. Just as the Yanks were affix-

;p.longes s the Confederates poured in-a “heavy volley," killing the
éré;eaﬁt and several men who were pulling the plece. Simult_aneeﬁsly,'
Ebel_s ‘qall'ed for the Federals to give up. Whereupon, Captain MeKnight
?}i:_for the men to scatter. 40 |

Aé_‘-he_ rede tewarc_i his left, General Pierce inguired e_f the frightened
oS 'ehcountered wyhat ha.s happened? ™

“.__ey replied, '"We were flanked.® -

4_,_xlerce urved the men of O'Brien's bmgade to re—form, but in the

and in their pamic-stricken condition, the soldiers refused .to heed.

ey C'a_me-out'on the plank road, most of them were halted and regrouped

of Blaisdell!'s brigade by Captain A. Henry Embler of Birney's steff.

toe now 1ecrned from Centaln IcKnlght of the loss of the four 3-inch ri fleg.

LA
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An eide was dispatched with orders for Ceptain Clark to bring up his teans,

re—

P g e o]

wvhich had been sent to the rear, As socn as the horses arrived, the left
section of Battery B, 1su New Jersey was shifted across the plank road,

_"'"_sc it could register on the area where McKnight's guns had been positioned.

B e L A

Interirﬁxed_witn the artillerists of the 12th New York Bat‘cery, Pierce
:.encounf;ered _infantrymen of the 1st Iv{innesota.and the 1 Sth ‘Maine'. Con-
:_-j_‘.i_‘l':sidefe’e};e difficnlty.wa.e .experienced by ‘t:he general :Ln haiting the men
a.r*d getting them to re-form on their colcrs. The twc regiments were de-
_."::':nlojed ecmss the road. Pierce received another blow as Major I. Harris
@himéper of tHS 15th Massachusetts Tode ip and reported that the Confeder-

ates (Weisiger's Virginisns) had come up in his rear and cc.ptured most

0: his 'regiment ‘Grave . fears were volced by Hooper that the reglments

Site the left and rlght of his unit (the 19th Massachusetts , and the 42d,

__.5%h and 82@ New York) hed also been gcbblerI up by the cnrushlr\g Rebels,

) 'Z"‘_--Wnen called upon to surrender by the butternuis, these regz_ments had
81’0unded their arms and surrendered their colors. Much dlfferent was the
”pduct of the 20th hassechusetts, the unit to the rlght of the 59th New

. °I‘k Captaln Henry L. Patten, taking advantage of a slight ‘burn in the
,_i-br‘eastmrks, had his reglment execute a partlal change of front, thus
..:_'.".’c”ecklhg any farther admnce by Mahone's brlgades up the mfle-«plts

‘*wu*‘d the plank road,

General G"bDOl‘l at this hour joined Pierce. The division comnander

ks ,
i %Ccted Plerce to advance a strong skirmish llne-—the 1st Mnnesota.

3% 8th New York Heavy Artillery) from Blaisdell's brigade and told

<4
HA

1ErCe to recapture McKnight's battery. The two fresh regiments were

 7¥%2d on the Jeft of the 19th daine., 4s soon as the men were in position,

1.0

l”’ tﬂen called_up two small regiments (the 155th New York Infantry and
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' . pierce launched his counterattack.

By this time, Mahone had been reinforced by Brigadier General Nathaniel

Herris! brigade, one of the two that had been left behind when the division

moved out, and a section of guns manned by Clutter's Virginia Battery.
'riarz'ls ‘and his Mississipplans were advanced by Mahone and told to hold

" eonto the captursd guns and rifle-pits, while Sanders, Gibson, and Wei- .
EEE & 2 S b

iger re-formed their brigades ,and detailed fatigu,e'parties to collect

- “erms and accoutrements thrown away by the Federals in their wild flight.

" large detachments were organized to guard the hundreds of bluecoats cap-

ured @uring the advance.

The counterattacking bluecoats drove to within 100 yards of the cap-
ed guns, before the st Minnesota became hotly engaged with Harris!
_@:_LSsiésippians posted behind breastwork:s. One of the skirmishers re- :
x:@fﬁ:ed to Pierce that the Rebels hed drawm off the cannons and were in
"lorce behind our works.! B
"éé»?tain Embler now galloped up, and he informed Pierce that the troops
had re~formed on the plank road were coming up. Pierce had Embler form
el‘&s _Ia: second liné. The charge was soﬁnded , and thé_ "lines went forward

tha will until within fifty yards of the works, when they received a

‘Glley from the enemy." Whereupon, the first line broke, rushed through

m‘?-f;S:Eéond, carrying part of it éway. It required the greatest exertion

{‘IF ' o . - . )
i t:}e_: part of Pierce and his staff to check the rout.
- vust a5 Pierce succeeded in re-forming his battle lines, Colonel

""%edell reported to him with the 170th and 182d New York. Pierce told

“iiedell g have his units take post on the right and left of the second

RN

il 3 M - - . ; . -
iile Pierce was conferring with Blaisdell, Captain Walter Gale
M the line with orders from Ceneral Gibbon to attack immediately.

Mississippians had broken from right to
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left, Plerce directed Lieutenant Ansel I, White of his staff to go to the

right with-a few men and ascertain the whereabouts of the 20th Messachu—

cstts, which was said to be holding its own astride the works. Pierce
. hoped to connect with the 20th Massachusetts, "get a flank five on the

cnemy, and fill the works in succession from the right...."

“Before Pierce could perfect his arrengements, Captain Embler gal-~

- loped up and handed him an order signed by General Gibbon placing him

_—

Colcnel Blaisdell, who superseded General Plerce, assailed the

: 4_{?_}*_1551551p01ans but he was repzﬂ sed, Gibbon in relieving Pierce main-
_"_f_ftalned that his failure to counterattack promptly had enabled the Con-

'--"f:_;';f,e‘frier_'_a_’ces to cement their grip on the captured earthworks. Unless

S heé}r_,ily reinforced, Gibbon wes now.of the opinion that. it would be im-

-"P{.‘»ﬁésible for his battered division to recover the lost ground. he

~Colonel Tidball was distressed to learn of the loss of McKnight's

s, - To stabilize the situation, two batteries (Battery A, ‘st Rhode

and and Batte'ries C and I, 5th U. S.) were rushed from the Jones'

'é_.artillery park to Mott's assistance. " The guns rumbled down 2

: Fﬁi‘f road and were thrown into battery behind the breastworks in which

¢

"9%tls infantry hed taken cover. A short distance in front of the

..':-‘mt" f'lcatlons were the plI’IES out of which Mahone's butternuts had

":;W‘”'“d the Thlrd Division. Hardly had the trails of his six Napoleons

“C“i the ground, before Lieutensnt James Gilliss' I‘e"'ulars were en-

4 F“? in a duel with the (st Maryland Battery at range of 300 yards.

Per firing about 50 rounds, the Federals gained the upper hand ,a:id
"% Confederates broﬁght'up their teams and withdrew their guns. 43

& the Line that the Confederates were sweeping all before them,

L2




?f,rd relieved Clark's exhausted cannoneers.
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five batteries were positioned'along the plank road. bbe The cannoneers

of the 11th Battery, New York Light Artillery at dusk moved their four

3-inch rifles into position to the right of Captain Clark's Napoleons. L5

ﬂfﬂééveral hours later, the bth Battery, Meine Light Artillery was advanced

46

g General Meaa €, as soon as he learned that the II and Vl Corps had

"ggwmountered the foe, got in touch with Generals Werren and Burnside,

muld the Confederztes be present in strength, the V and IX Corps were

;;:;o be ready to advance agazinst the fort1f1cau1ons to their front or rush

re:mforcenents to the left, 47

“'Replying, Warren notified Meade that his two divisions nearest the plank
éd“(ﬁriffin}SJahd Ayresf)'_, would each send a brigade. Warren was of

e oplnlon that it would be wiser for him to send men to bOlSueT the

lezt ,rather than assail the works to his front., Because of the con—
guration of ﬁhe terfain in the Rives Salient, Warren felt confldent

?uartillery could keep the foe pinned in position during the daylight

"Meade at L p.‘. w*ote Warren that he had better mass his two reserve

brigades behind Griffin's left. The IT Corps in the flghtmg had been

; imoken and hurled back. Counterattacks, however, had checked the Con-—

zeaerate surge, If the Rebel generals comnltueq aadltlonal troops, the

T
J¢C¢Tps would requlre rassive assistance., The commander of the relief

2l 49

lumn was to report to General Birney near Jones' house.
‘Twenty minutes leter, the sitvation along the II Corps! front had
““leriorated to the point, where Meade messaged Warren to send the two

Yt
*<gdes "on the double-quick." 30

' The two V Corps brigades (Colonels Nathan T. Dushene's and Jacoo B.
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‘Sweitzer's) moved out smartly at 5 p.m. AL Jones' house, they vere meb

ot img s forsin e e P

vy several of Birney's staff-officers. ~Dushane's Marylanders were con-
fueted to Barlow!s support, while Sweitzer'!s brigade were massed behind

51

C"obon’s seCuor

Aong the front held by'Wr¢gnt‘s VI Corps there had been heavy
skirmis Hﬁnc th“oucnout mach of Lhe afternoon between Union skirmishers

_aﬂd¥hlﬂox s sharpSHOOuers. News that disaster had overtaken the II

C———

'JCorps caused ergqt to issue 1n5uructlons for th units-to pull back

‘Lo ‘positions held in the meorning. Thls would enaole him to re—astaollsn

Tcon»act w1th the IT Corpv. As Russell’s division on the right retired,
in”ders were given by Wright for Wheaton to rush his reserve brigaée

f(balller's) "to Russell's rlght to rencnforce him or Barlow." Before

it o b A g L A

'5the order was recelved, General Grant on the rigat of Wheaton s battle

L]

_?1ne rec elvea orders to relnforce the lelslon sklrmlsh line with

&ﬂker’s Bautallon of the 11th Vermont When Rlcketts’ lelSlon on

e et

He‘r rlgnt started to pull back, Grant's Vermonters did likewise.
'iprﬁeis now arrived for Grent to march to Birney's asslstance, but they

€§wéré immediately countermanded, and the "Green Mountain Brigadéﬁ took.

ffPOSltloq near W1111ams house and entrenched., The 3d Vermont was thrown
;hL“tO plcket the area from Walker's left to the Jerusalem Plank Road.

5 25 p.,m. the VI Corps troons were back. where tbey had been in the

- ““‘/’W- """""- v

1S
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Wilcox's snaroshoouers followed Wrightts VI Corps skirmishers as
“87 withdrew. As they closed in on the breastworks into which the Yanks
-

2% retired, the Confederates were received with a galling fire, Never-

Mtless, the Revels pressed on, only to be repulsed with considerable

£

"5 The historian of McGowarn's sharpshooter battalion recflled:
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gy‘d Started forward, employing the same formation as Barlow.

C T al

© Captain / Williem H._/ Brunson...received a painful
wound in the foov, which caused him to retire, and from
which he was disabled for some two months. The command
of the battalion, therefore, desolved upon Captain
/ Ingraham / Hasell, who dropped back to a safe posiiion,
from which he continued to fire and contented himself
with holding the Federals close under their guns,

After the VI Corps had retired, orders were received from Meade

~enthorizing Wright fo hold his advance position., Writing Meade at 5:25,
f;ﬁright.dbserved, he considered his "present position, on the whole, the

}better of the two for defensive purposes, though not for attack.®

; “Indeed,“ he continued, Man attack from.myApresent lines would be
very injudicious,® as the VI Corps would be compelled to éarry'the works
sttructed earlier in the day. o |

"Eeade, upon being notified that the two V Corps brigades were on the
ield,-issued orders for Birney and Wright £6 *maka evéry-arfangement for
ﬁgébkihgﬁ with theif.entife corps. The;counterstfokeé were to be launched

55

1 otclock,or as soon as they were ready..

;Upoh receipt of Meade's message, wright'senf for his three division
ommanders to give them their instructions. He wes afraid, however, he
f?éd Meade ét 6:10 that his troops would be unable to advance at the
ﬁ?igﬁated hour.56 |

_The IT Corps moved out first, Gibbon-om the rigﬁt adﬁancing'at=7:05.

3ﬁ_‘§5?ldw‘on'the left took up the advance several minutes later. Because of -

; :f?dense woods, Barlow employed a 'heavy skirmish line." By 7:25 Mott

>7

- Gibbon on the right reported thet he had found the Confederates,and

o
Lree . s e . : )
7 (Herris' Mississippians) were in such force as to preclude an attack.
Fig y ; Bl ¢ o7t od
§ and Barlow's reinforced skirmish lines encountered only isolated

““3's of Confederates, as they drove back into the pines, On the right

L5
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¥ott's skirmishers charged across a cornfield and took cover in the edge

of the woods, while Barlow's on the left gained LOO yards, before dark-

B

' ness put a stop to the clash of arms along the II Corps'! front. 58,

' . Génefal Mahone by 7:20 p.m., had checked with his brigade commanders,

| '-Smce establ:l.snlna contact with Barlow's skirmishers, his troops had

l rolled back the II Corps "more than a mile to his trenches on the plank
road," Four 3-inch rifles, along with a 1arge nmnlber of small-arms and

l ”:j'_-e.r;‘tx'-enchi'ng toﬁls,,had been captured. So far, over 1',500 prisoners had

. ; bee*x .c0unted. Scouts, who had made their way through the pines, had .re—

ftﬁ‘ned with information that the position into which the Federals had

"retreated was M"strongly fortified." Relaying this information to General

hl_J. Manone reported that he had re-formed his division in the captured

I‘l_f_le-pit.s, within 300 or LOO yards of the plank road. Several Union

: 5_9.}i'1_iﬁerattacks, ‘which he described as feeble, had been repelled, Gen-

éi‘éj;}filcox’s division had finally 'coﬁe up, but with darkness closing

lt was "too late to push farther." In addition, "a change of pro-
H_ll_i}é of mode of attack would be necessary." Mahone was of the opinion.
’e-tflt would be unwise for the Confederates to hold on to the ground
'-.:;;{‘-fgaH‘Ed by his troops. 59

7 HJ.J_l accordingly issued orders authorizing Mahone. and Wilcox to re-
r i. t‘“e into the Peters’ourg per:a_meter. Before domg so, however, they were

?"_“’ :?ee that their wounded were collected and evacuated. 60

‘; :”,:le-\‘ . . ., - o
i~ S1ssippians, Mahone's column returned to the position held before

*" &Wack, The division, as evidence of its sweeping success scored

t%e expense of the IT Corps, brought with it McKnight's four 3-inch

l A 10 p,n, Mahone recalled his four brigades. Covered by Herris
I TAES, over 2,000 stand of arms, and eight battleflags. 1,742 Union

»
~—.
e
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prisoners were escorted into the Confederate lines by ardetachment led by
61

¥zhone's inspectorwgeneral .
By the time, Wright's corps moved forward, Wilcox hsd recalled his

sharpshooters. On the right Russell's division, supported by Ballier's

trigade, reoccupied the breastworks on which the soldiers had been work-

ing at the time of their recall. 42 Ricketts! bluecoats "moved forwzrd

very handsomely .and carried the enemy's advance position with little
resistance," Pushing on, the Third Division continued to forge ahead

till darkness compelled Ricketts to call a halt. As soon as lines could

© be adjusted and outposts established and manned, the soldiers stacked

t‘lelr arms and began erectlng breastworks. When he checked with his

ks ‘Staff Rlcketts was delighted to learn that his division had gained

LIﬂ()Sb two miles, &3 Grant's and Bidwell's brigades of Wheaton's divi-

sion _co—operated with Ricketts.

Grant's Vermonters were strengthening the rifle-pits near Williams!

"OUSS, when the command to advance was passed, As the brigade moved for-

ff?_‘-’-ms steps were taken to cover Ricketts! left. It was 11 p.m, when Grant

' r°_5t€‘d his troops in good position, about one mile east of the Weldon

: Fﬁilmad; The Lth Vermont was deployed as pickets to connect with the

12Tt of Walker's line of outposts. Bidwell's brigade had shifted to
the right and followed in close supporting distance of Ricketts! soldiers,

Cannoneers assigned to three VI Corps artillery units (Battery E,

3% the Lth Battery, Maine Light Artillery) emplaced their guns in support
Y Ricketig? division, near Williams' house, 65 The men of Battery A,

Lt 5 .
. }-;asgaghusetts Light Artillery unlimbered their six Napoleons near
66

Ny

“‘ St T A
"=’ house, on the Jerusalem Plenk Road.

%% Rhode Islend Light Artillery; the 3d Battery, New York Light Artillery;

6l



l The recall of Wilcox's division disturbed the men of McGowen's Sharp-
shooter Battalion, It was theorizsd t‘nat the ?‘failure of the Light Divi-
on to abtack may have been part of the program; to hold Wright while

Iahone skinned Birﬁey."

Tf’hen errrh s men moved out' at dark, 'the sharpsho.oters, who were
Iva ing the Llcn‘f:, Division as it pulled back found Themselves in
deadly peril, For a few minutes, it seeme'd_ to the Rebel_s that the
luecoats would reach the Glove Tavern road to their rear, :Lf s¢ their

treat would be cut off. According to the urit historian:

The darkness was intense and the underbrush thick and

tangled, yet, when the purpose of the foe was discovered,

the sharpshcoters delivered a stinging volley and made a

dash for the road, with the Federals upon each flank and

close upon their heels. A furious race ensued, in which

a number of vicious curs from the Federal l:Lnes partici-~

pated, but the light weighted, clean heeled Confederates
won by half a neck, and made good their escape....

I "One little sharpshooter," a veteran recalled:

stra ggled into my 11ne just after dark. He was still pant-
l ing and laughing. "L -d G - ¢!t said he, “you ought to see

them fat Yankees run. They run arter me, a-hollin' 'Stop you

d - d rebel! Cut off the d - d rebels!! I heerd 'em blow.

Say I to myself, 'You too fat Yankee! TYou get too much to
l ezt over your side. You don't catch me!' And you ought to

'a seed me.as I slid past em!'™ 68
I Generel Meade was disappointed that darkness had put a stop 'to_the
attaca{, just as his Army of the Potomac was recovering the initiative.

ltlng Grant at 9 p.m., Meade observed, "Cn the left a;nd the center

le enemy have been pressed back consz_derab?y, on the right no advant-—
ge was geined.® The II and VI Corps' lines were now secure, A “general
Ii'fance“. had been scheduled for daylight, and Birney's and Wright's tfoops
would endeavor bo push the Rebels back into thelr fertifications.. In the

I'Zf’s fighting, the Army of the Potcmec had taken about 100 prisoners,

¥ 5 . i 5 . . k . . -
l“s ab the sanme time. thought that when all the reports were in, he

0
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“iroops were back in their camps,

"ﬁ%%ﬁﬁld find that his casualties would be light,

With the situetion stabilized, Meade at 9:03 notified Warren that

.4he two V Corps brigades rushed to bolster Birney would be returned dur-

‘ing the night. It was after midnight before Sweitzer's and Dushane's

70

—id

- Wright by 10 o'clock had made his plans for the next day. His

Tl&érps would attack at 3:30 a.,m., in double line of battle, covered by

§troﬁg skirmish line. Ricketts' division was to be on the left and
éééll's division, reinforced by Ballier's brigade, on the right.
aﬂt’s Vermont Brigade would be held in reserve, under orders to

ard the left as the battle lines surged toward the Weldon Railroad,

?3@@11'5 and Edwards!' brigades of Wheaton's division were to hold

ih'ﬁ‘ground; Before tazking up the advance, General Russell was to
&Xert himself to link up with the II Corps on his right. Corps head-
Qﬁa?teré would be in rear of Ricketts! division, near the Globe Tavern

Lo b
road, 1

49
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Sitle through the dense woods...."

THE BATTLE OF THE JERUSALEM PLANK ROAD, JUNE 21-2k, 1864

- ' Chapter III

General Wright is Paralyzed by the Confederates

Birne"‘s IT and ?rlgrt s VI Corps advanced as scheduled at daybreak

| on June 23, 186L., Under the cover of darkness, General A, P. Hill had
{iﬁthdrawn Y¥Mahone's and Wilcox's divisions. The Rebels tocok their cap—
fured booty and prisoners with them, 'Cohsequently, no opposition, ex-—
R;epﬁ on Gibbon's front, was encountered by the blueclad skirmish lines
:fiéé they pressed ahead. By 6 a.m. Barlow's skirmishers had gained a
';ﬁilé-without seeing a single Confederate. Gibbon's troops reoccupied
:‘fﬁhetﬁfle—pits from which they had been driﬁen the previous afternoon,
:iﬁ&t'they were disappointed to discover that Maﬁone’s butternuts had
jﬁnde off with McKnight's 3-inch rifles. In front of Gibbon's left,
mfstus had been exchanged as the Federals closed in on the Confederate

-“Plcket llne covering Battery No. 29.

‘General Birney at 6:35 notified Meade that on the right Glbbon had

#lfbrced back the Rebel outposts. In this flghtlng, Colonel Blaisdell was

',‘Eortally wounded by a sharpshooter. Moti'ls. rlght by this hour had re-

fQVered_the earthworks from which it had been routed by Mahone's ons_aught.

- A the moment, the II Corps was continuing to advance Yas rapidly as pos-

2

¥ithin the hour, Birney was able to report that Barlow's left was in
Sontact with Bussell's VI Corps division. Russell's troops, Birney ad~
¥ised Y¥eade, had not advanced since daybreak, and Barlow would have to

“31d hig ground till they did. Berlow's skirmishers by this hour had

Fotad through the woode and had reached the edge of a2 field, a mile

h
()



in advance of the earthworks occupied by their comrades. To their front,
trey could see spoil and abatis, 2 sure indication that the greyclads’

roin line of resistance crossed this field, Thelr advance had besn so

repid that Barlow's skirmishers had outdistanced those from the divisions
to their left and right. Barlow, in relaying this informsiion to head-
quarters, wrote that it would be impossible for his skirmishers to press

r farther “without coming upoﬁ the enemy's works.m

By 8:30 Meade had seen Barlow's communication. On doing so, he no~

Lified Birney that he did "nobt wish any atteck on the enemy's works.®

ks soon as Birney could advance his "line in connectlon with Wright to

: Iem'elop the enery's line,"Meade wanted it done. The corps would then Rl

3

entrench "in the sirongest manner possible,!

l " Meade also got in touch with Generael Wright. He wanted the VI Corps!

commander to detail "a staff-officer to ascertain exactly the position of

Berlow's skirmi sh Jine...." This information would be used to govern

B i weene admcnin U A

-lRmcicetts' and Russell!s movements.

Meanwh_lle, Colonel Lym.an was writing Meade, He had reached a point

. Ie. mile and one-half west of Williams'. Here the road forked, one branch

leading to the Weldon Railroad, two miles beyond, and the other _north.
Yoward Petersburg, Colonel Timothy M. Bryan and his cavelry had teken

e road leading to the railroad, while Ricketts! division was on the

4

©Siter road, his line facing north. According to all tha t he had heard,

t-
A e

22¢1l's division looked west. A prisoner from Wilcox's division, whom
221 had just questioned, explained that the Light Division on the 22d .

I-'~'--€; mirched down the Halifax road to Globe Tavern and had then struck

O~

on his reid againsl the South Side and Denville




I}.;_ilroads,_ General Wilson on June 21 had organized a provisional cavalry

o

l":,-*"? zade to be commanded by Colonel Bryan., That evening the units assigned
to the provisional brigade were detached and rendezvous at the camp Colonel
Eryan had esvablished in rear of the V Corps. On the 22d an reported

" to General Wright, and deployed his troopers to cover the left of the VI

Outposis were establishad and manned on the Jerusalem Plank and
Colonel Bryan on the morning of the 23d had taken the field at the

the Globe Tavern road, Bryan rode westward-—his goai the Weldon Railroad. 7
Colonel ILyman at 10 o'clock, having examined Ricketts! and Russell's
| l;x.)éitions, addressed a second note to his chief, He had found the divi-
sions posted es indicated in his letter of 8:30, sisart That theln Tres

- were "rather crooked by reason of going through thick woods." Captain

I head of two battalions of the 18th Pennsylvania Cavalry, Turning into

{ - Mexander M, Beattie of the 3d Vermont with about 90 sharpshooters had

e
%l gained the Weldon Railroad, seeing dnly a few Confederate horsemen as

they pushed ahead. After cutliing the telegraph, Beattie had had his men .

l - Pry loose 2 number of rails. Ricketts' left at this hour rested on a

large f_ield, one and 6ne-—ha1f miles east of the tracks. Orders had been

#iven for Ricketts and Wheaton to see that a line of skirmishers was

i -FEiabliShEd linking Ricketts' left with Beattie's sharpshooters at Globe

Ay
A l'e'!«p .
. 18

_EJlfﬁl&n had also resolved the difficu.lty.between Fussell and Barlow.
% “2%11 hed been a little in advance of Barlow and tp "resmnelconnection, n
* %24 to draw back his right flenk slightly. ©

Fifteen minutes later, General Wright notified Meade that all that

2e2n and heard indiczted "the general direction of my lins is not

52
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-“lfar- from right, though it will probably be advanced somewhat.! Beattie's
retrol had reached the railroad, so Wright inquired, "Would it be worth
Iﬂnjlij_e to attempt destroying the road at that point?® 7
I was noon before Wright's message was read by Meade, Replying.irn—
pzdiately, Meade observed that the part of Wright's dispatch read the
"-lgeneral directi_on of my line is not far from right, though it will pro-
bébly be advanced somevhat! was unclear, It had been Meade's intention
to have the VI .Corps press ahead till it encountered the foe, and then
rress the Rebels béck into their works. Barlow's skirmishers were
“known to. be before the Confederate fortif ications, consequently, Meade
‘. _.Ii.'elt that Wright should advance his s.kirmishers as far as Barlow's, and
t.l'zen advar_ice his battle line. 10
Two. hours before » Meade had written Wright that it would be a wise
move to pub Cr;alonel Bryan's horsesoldiers to work wrecking the Weldon
Rallroad on e:;,thar side of Globe Tavern, An officer had been sent to
lBI"jan with two wagon loads of tools. | |
At 11 a.m, a signal officer posted in a tall tree near Jones' spot-
lted a Confederate column mov:Ln:r down the Hallfax road toward Wrignht's

left. tWhen he warned Wright of what could be a dangerous development,

: He-ade inquired, "what progress are you meking in your advance?" 12
A staff-officer, who had ridden with Bryan's horsesoldiers to the

r‘“l—‘f‘oad was disappointed to discover that Wright had merely detailed

fome of the troopers as pickets to gusrd his left, When Meade was ap-

iry on the roads crossing the railrocad, in advance of your left

1 for the enemy," 13

Ip“‘s;d of 'tms, ne ordered Wright to "throw out strong parties of the
Wri ight replied at 12:10 p.m., informing his chief that he had

[T




:- 'l mk pe
(6]

detailed a small force of cavelry to watch his left, while dispatching
the rest inﬁtwo colurms to "feel the enemy, and ge@ information," At
tre time that Meade's T"bESb two messages had been received, Wright was
en route to see Blrnny ito arrange an advance, hav1ng prev1ousTy ordered
ry picket-line forwarg,n Wright was of therdpinion that the two corps
could ﬁot co-operate effectively in en advence,unless the commanders
COuld:meéf_to coordinate their plans, In view of Meade's.concérp
- regarding his movements, Wright promised to "continué on wiﬁh Ly ovn
command éloné, withoui regarding the connection with agy oﬁher corps.M 14
Colonel Bryan's colunn as it rode westward had ennountered a few
Rebel horsemen near Dr. Gurley's. Dismounting,-the Federals drove back
the butternuts and pushed on toward their objective--~the WEIdon Railroad,
Bryan turned hls men to prying up ralls. The wagons w1th the tools hav-
ing failed to show-up, Bryan forwarded a request to ergh to lend himn
' 16 )
.A signal officer at 12:45 sighted a column of Rebel infantry "at
least a mile long, with two batterles of art113ery, moving out of the
fnemy's works along the welaon rallroaq " Meade, to guard agalnst a
repeat of mnat had occurred on the 22d, manted ergnt to advance his
Ulcnets and “push out parties of cavalry, so as to g;ve you...notlce
of the enemy's position as you advance,! 1
Besides advencing hls skirmish line, General Wright made several
Gther changes in the u15p051tlons of his VI Corps brlgaaes. Early in
the day orders were given for Ballier's brigade to move up from the
Yeserve and plug a gap fhat had opened between Russell's and Ricketts!

“7isions, - After the brigede had moved to the point indicated, Colonel

e
34

vt Teidjusted their lines and the opening had closed. The brigade then
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37J-reported to Wheaton'!s command post near Ricketts'! left. News that a strong

A it WA A ey

" Rebel column wes tramping south,caused Wheaton to tell Ballier to advance

his blueccats ‘and post them on the left of Grant's brigzde. As his troops

filed into'position5 Ballier found that his battle line was within one~

i fourth mile of Aiken's house and faced west. While the rest of the in-
. fanbrymen were turned to throwing up breastworks, Ballier ordered out
“the 62d New York, with instructions to extend the skirmish line, L

f' General Grant wes likewise very busy. Shortly afier Beattie and his

.sherpshooters had arrived on the rsilrcad, the brigade pioneers were or-

gréd out to rip up rails. Next, ceme a call from General Wheaton "for
‘ﬁﬂ men, properly officered,® fo'report to the brigade officer of the

~ILieutenant Colonel Samuel E. Pingree. The detail was made from

{1
AR

he'fith Vermont, and the men deployed to form a picket line from the
}éhﬁ of the Lth Vermont to the Weldon Railroad, Their mission would
réltWQfoldh—besides protecting the pioneers, they would maintaip & con=
eétion with the main force. Soon thereafter, Grant receivedka"call for
Iﬁﬁher detachment:ﬁto support the line." Major Charles K. Fleming of
ﬂé;ilth Vermont wes sent-ouﬁ in charge of this force, which was posted

bqgt"one_half mile in front and to the left of the brigade, ' Thus by

'.;3,343- the strength of the Vermont Brigade héd been sapped by details
T "

R P

% man the picket lines and for fatigue parties.
- Bidwellts brigade of Vheaton's division was held in reserve near

—dams! houge, while Edwards' continued to hold its position across

20

R .
© %€ Jerusalem Plank Road.,

o

3. o .f.All of Ricketts! men, except those on the skirmish line, were kept

¥,
TN

s P
“~0yed entrenching., <!

by 5 N f
*he strong Rebel column sighted and reported by personnel of the

A

"*\a__ O o - 4 ~ Y B
~0rps helonged Lo Mahone's

Ab)

~mand, Vsahone's brigade comn
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taking cognizance of the hard work-of the afternoon of the 22d, had let
their men sleep in. Sergea nt John qaTe of the 12th Virginia reported
at he "slept till ten o'clock at which time / weﬁ/ were weked to go
on picket. Relieved 2 portion of the éth / Virginia_/ Regt. While -
post learned thet our Brigade haa been ordered to march out,® 22
General Lee, on learning that the Federals were agzin feeling their
vak toward the Weldon Railrcad, had got in touch with the leader of his
I1T Corps, A, P, Hill., A strong column ves to be pushed down the Hali-
qu ‘road. and attempt to dislodge the Union force that haa reached the.
felaon Railrcad at Globe Tavern. If fortune conbinued to smile on Con-
feaerate arms, the Yankees might well be dealt another punishing blow,
| Hill determined to entrust command of the column that was to be
ordered out to General Mahone. Wilcox was still in hot water with his
1mmed1ate superior, because of his failure to co-operate with Mahone in
the attack on the II Corps. Wileox in his defense had clzimed that his
orders from Hill were contrary to Mzhone's battle plan, so he had held
to hlS instructions and had accordingly done little to contribute to
_tﬂe smeeplng success scored by Mehone's troops at t he expense of the
II Corns. 23 .
! Except for the men on plckeu duty, Mahone was accompanled by his
‘tntire division, when he took the field at noon on June 23. Mehone's
8““lklﬂv force was materially increased, when Brigadier General William

fu Kirkland reported to him with his four-regiment North Carolina Brigade.

I‘f-—.

Ller marshaling his troops near t he Lead Works, Mahone put his six bri-

20

L%2%5 and two batteries in motion down the Halifax road.

Upon reaching the woods threse-quarters of a mile north of Globe

£
LTS R v A

'R, Mehone called a h2lt to form his brigades into double line of
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_' lbg,ttle, Tt was mid-afternoon before t’ne‘ Rebel officers had completed their
dispositions in the éornfj:eld north of the pines and -i»rére ready to strike.
Govered by a strong force of skirmishers, the butternuts drove down the

| Ix=ailroéd, scattering Beattie's sharpshooters and Grant's ploneers., 4s
scon as the;}'.could collect their wits and regroﬁp, ‘the Federal foot-

lsoldierls' rebired eastward toward Aiken's house. Pr_essing on, the C-on-.
federates cleared Brya.ﬁ's cévalry_from the rightéof»way.' Brj}an‘s horse-

: Isoldiers pﬁlled back along the road leading to Dr. Gurley's. Before be-

.-I.jng routed frowm the rajli'oad, Bryan reported that his men had wrecked a

o que‘.rter'mile of track and burned one culvery, =

I . To cope with this Confederate thrust, Wright thought it a good idea

to recall part of Ricketts! division. Ricketis! men would be deployed

__.Ito assist T;.Theaton to hold the Army of the Pommac s left flank, Hoping

| to gain time, orders were :Lssued for Bx'yan ana his cavalry "to again ad-

| vance and attack anything but a lme of battle w 26

| I . AR i; Pt Urlgnt verned Meade that according to latest adw.ces from
the i‘ront, a second Confederate battle line had crossed the ra;lmad, on

_ Ithe left of the one that had driven in Beattie's sharpshooters and Bryan's
cevalry, The way the situstion was developing, it locked as if his left

Iwould be sﬁbjected- to major attack, If_'there. were any troops in reserve,

Il‘eade had better put them in motion, becéuce the VI Corps! left was weak.
or the time being, a,he forward movement by the VI Corps' Sklrm:l_sh line
I tv‘"wl‘ﬁ the Petersburg deienses had been .suspended, Orders had also been
l .iesu%";gi'recalling Edwards' brigade from the Jerusalem Plank Road. 27
Upon receipt of Wright's message, Meade fired off a barrage of tele~
I iz, Pirney was to notify his udgivision qomanders to be prepared in
trs g¢vent of General'wright being obliged to throw back his left to meetl
i
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ndlng movements so as to wltharam

$Eaﬁtack of the enemy, to make correspo
g«q tﬂe llne occuplea last nlght shoula 1t be necessary 1 8 Warren was

(o]
“brlgedes ot ‘once to the Williams house....” %7

io TuSu tmo of his V Corps

L

ught was told to_“take the initiative and attack the enemy if, in your

JLugmmt th"s course is advisable; if not tnat you w1uhdraw your left

,umk so as to se”ure 1t.... . In case his movements affecbed hls right,

bt was to keep Bar;ow 1n;ormﬁd WOrd tnat Warren had been instructed

19 sﬁd3éll_the reinforccments he could spare to bo1ster uhe VI Corps was

clayed. to Wright;'

erght‘s proposal to recall Edwards‘ troops was frustrated when .

vedeties reported, nConfederates advahCLna up. the- Jerusalem plani

Subsequently, it was discovered that this tale wes a wild

ithin'moments of the receipt of Meade's J, otelock telegram, Wérren

conuacted GTlffln and Ajrﬂs._ Thev were told to tur T out thelr reserve

gﬁdes~~8ﬁeltzer's and: Dushane S, Hav1ng ‘been called out on the 22d,

After being formed and

e

fflCers and men “knew exaCuly what to do.

ered Svieitzer's and Dushane's bluecoats mQVed ouu, turning 1nto

Jér@géiem:Plank Road. The V Corps brigades by 5 AO had -reached

.32

q}wi&ﬁs' house.

MEanwnlle, Bryan 5 cavalrymen had endeavored to delay'Mahone‘s

ce of Harris!

S

1

i_”but_thev failed ' Skerlsners covezlng the advan

“5°’Sslpp1 Brlaade by 5 olclock had drlven tne Unlon horsasoldlexs

::Hpon the plckﬁu line held by Grant's Vermmnters. One of Neade‘s

nffdf°icers (Captein W. ¥. Sande rs) was SO disgusted by the way tnp

*0pers behaved that he nobtified nis chief, our cavalry '"does nob now

1 GG“LI ] Wright,

C’

Rir w be worth any b ng as far as fighting goes.

FRANE ]
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who was on the scene, called for Colonel Bryan to dismount his two bat-

tzlions of the 18th Pennsylvania and put the troopers into the rifle-

33

pits.

Meade at 5:40 notified Wright that the two V Corps brigades were
near Williams' house. Staff-officers had been detailed to post the
34

reinforcements in support of the VI Corps batteries,

The Rebels now assailed Grant's picket line. As soon as the

. cavalry had fallen back befcre Mahone's advance, Mejor Fleming had had

his men Sorencohen their posntlon by erecting barricades of fence rails.

.'It was believed by Vheaton and Grant that the foe would assail Flening's
 skirmish line, but the greyclads (Harris' Mississippians) bore to the
f"left around a skirt of woods." At the same time, Ricketts advanced
fhls pickets, so thej'would be abreast of Flemlna's right. The Lth Ver—
'mont Was. called forward as sklrmlshers and took post on Flemlnc's left,
j?ut the M1s51351pplans swept fariher to the left, closing in on the
rlgm of Walker's battalion of the 11th Vermont. Wheaton committed Eo

.of Balller's regiments to cope with this threat to his left

General Grant, fearing for the safetj of his command, galloped to

jGﬁneral Wright's pommand post, -After listening attentively to his sub-
Orﬁinéte, Wright accompanied Grant to the sector of the picket line held
by Fleming's battalion and the 4th Vermont. As they rode along, Grant

10ld Wright that if the picket line gave way in front of Walker's bat-

zlicn, the Rebels would take the Ath Vermont and Fleming's soldiers
om the rear, Wright replied, "The divisioa officer of the day has
¢ instructions.™

Mihat are they?t

a

"In case the Betels broke through on the left," Wright answered, "the

B
O

b e e




1 o B

I),t‘n Vermont and Flemi_ng_’s battalion wefe to retire to the right and coume
in on Ricketts! skirmich line.!

I Shori‘fly_ after the tvré generals parted, Herris! Mississippians smashed

lthrough Walker's battalibn, occupying & field in rear of the l»,_th Vermont
end Fleming's men, Vhen they‘sought torwit‘ndraw to the right as plarmed,

ne Vermonters found to their horror that General Mahone had cormitied

Brigadier General Joseph Fineg2a's Florida Bri ade, Seeing-an openin
g i o Py g . ) g g 2

fahone had--::_éﬁ}fan_éed Finegin's Floridians. Advancing through the pines

né dense undercrowth west of Aiken's, Fineg2n's brigade quickly rolled
= 2 = & ; 5

-

ack Ricketts! skirmish line and infiltrated the woods beyond. The jaws
lof the Rebel pincers quickly snapped. Except for a few men who were able
i to hide in the pines, Fleming's battalion and the 4th Vermont, LOO strong,
.'Surrendered to Fineg'm"s Floridians. 3.5--_ e
) Wright was unﬁerstandaﬁly distressed to learn that the Rebels had
5-‘:__"loroken Wheaton's picket‘ 1iné. Alamed.,for the._safety of his left and
ear, he éalled franticaily for reinforcemenis. At the same tj_ine, Gen—
erel Wheaton was authorized to call up Bidwell's brigade‘ from Williams'
lhouse. Meade on being apprised of Wright‘.s fears sought to calm his corps
| commander. At 6:30 he sent the message, "Do not let the enemy turn your
eft flank; either #ti:aék or withdraw;: the former is most .pre.ferable.“
1T there were.no Confederates. in frbnt of his right, the VI Corps' leader
could use troops from Russell’s division to begi‘ up his left, If his al-
lte.c‘x_ were unsucceséful, Wright could take advantage of the late hour énd

rebire, Only in "case of extreme emergeuncy! would the two V Corps bri-

- "y 6 ]
|5-=;d-35 te committed. 3 : - ,
l Acknowledging Meade's communication, Wright inquired, ®Shall T
tizndon what has been ny front line and put all the troops between my
I £~
)
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Ileft of this morning and the Williams [_housej?" But, Wright cautioned,
"the attack on my left may be a feint to cover a major assault on my pre-
seat front,n 37 |
_ Meade, however, urged Wright to attack ‘at once., Bidwell's brigade
w2s en route to support the VI Corps' left, and another could be called
up if necessary. Thefe was no time to change posiiion, Meadse messaged,
and not much for an attack if Wright continued to drag his fest, 38

At 6:55 Meade learned from Colonel Lyman, who was at wright's head-
guarvers, that pickets had reoorted that the Copfeueratns were advanc:mg
south of Second Swamp, and well to the left of the VI Corps. " This column,
it was theorized,was striking for the Jerusalem Plank Road., Consequently,

39

‘Russell had been told to rush two brlﬂaqes to bolster Wright's left.

Wright at 7 o'clock in reply to Meade's latest telegram complained,
"So far it has been as’ I!‘U.Ch as I coulu do to prevent my flank being turned
" and quite impossible ,to form a column of attack." The Confederates were
| l undoubtedly present in force, but where they" would strike remained un-—
certain, T111 then, Wright was of the opinion that the correct role for
l his Corps was defensive. In thls stand, he was supported by two of his

I three division commanders.
Five minutes later, an increasingly jittery Wright werned Meade, "I

irzgine that all the disposable rebel force is moving round our left for

iy

Eeneral flank attack." The sooner Meade called up and posted heavy re-

inforcemen nts, extending beyond the plank road, the better, If Meade were

L1

[ Vigl-R" 5 4 % = & 5 oo . ¥
2ble to do this, the VI Corps should withdraw as soon as it was dark.

Meé.de, after reflecting on the informetion supplied by Colonel 'Lyman:

ted at 7:15 that if the Rebels were driving toward the plank road,

"R220 should cross Second Swamp and take them in the flank, The army

O~
—

iyl

e ey



iy

2
i
¥

ommander feared that if Wright continued to procrastinate it would "prove

disastrous", because the VI Corps could not extend its left, and the army

cosender had no reinforcements to send to the point of danger. 42

Growing more agitated by the minute, Meade at 7:20 wired Wright that

as there was no time to form columns, he was to attack in line of battle,

I7 the Confederates interposed between the VI Corps and the plank road,

leade fumed, he would hold Hright responsible, L3

l This note, as expected, served as a goad. At 7:30 Wright replied

tersely, "I will attack shortly from what may be considered my present

| lrig,h_t. The left toward the Williams house must stand fast,u 4%

'- I Meade at 7:35 notified Wright that from the time the Confederate threat 3
had materialized, he had urged his corps commander "to decide promptiy, :

leither to attack or to withdraw your left to the position of last night, ,

extending from the Chriétian house to Strong's." Focusing his ire on

ll-.'right, Meade wrote, "Your delay has been fatal." Meade would "not

) 'blindly order” Wright to attack, but the responsibility for not doing

so must rest on the corps commander's shoulders. 47

' ' Seventy-five minutes later Meade had his answer. Wright would with-

draw his corps to the 'fpoéition held last night, and shall commence the
movement at once." When he redeployed his troops, two divisions would
be in line, one in reserve, with the two V Corps brigades "still farther

L6

to the left extending over the plank road."
Wright had failed to give him ahy data on which to form a "judgment, "
either as to the stfength or position of the foe, so Meade decided it would

0E unwise to overrule his subordinate, Permission was therefore granted

for the VI Corps to retire. Wright, however, must be prepared "to take

sty

2% offensive to-morrow at early daylight," The corps' pickets were to

B
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pe left as far out as possible, when the t roops were pulled back, and ex-
tended on the left a considerable distance dovn the plank road. General
rarlow was to be kept advised of the retreat of the VI Corps, so that he
might neonform to it." k1

erght when glven tHe green light, lost no time., Orders were pre-
pérea for the officers! guidance. Tussell's division on the right wes
.to reoccupy the rifle-pits "commencing from the Strong house, and con-
necting with the Second Corps." Ricketts!' troops.were to move into the
works on Russell's left. Wheaton's division was to tzke position on

Ricketts' left, with at least one brigade between Second Swemp and the

plenk road. The two V Corps brigades were to occupy the "first open

' 41eld on the other 51de of the plank road in rear of the prolongation

*70f General. Wheaton's llnes to the left."

When the corps toek up its new p031t10ns, the pickets were to be

AR AR S AR 0 g KT

.kept at least one-half mile to the front, Outposts from Wheaton's divi-
[ision were to connect ﬂith those from the V Corpsl Chief of Artillery
Charles H._Tomp&ins was to have one battery report to Wheaton, and
yhatever can be used® to the senior officer present with the V Corps
brigades, Colonel ijan was to advance his cavalry down the Jerusalem

- Plank Road at least three miles, and watch all the roads coming in from
'.tﬁe chle L8

Irmediately afte; the overwhelming of Wheatén's picket line by
Tinegda's and Harris’ brigades Wright called on General Ricketts for

rhelpo Ricketts told the cbmmander of his advance brigade, Colonel Beajemin
F{ Smith, to-detail three regiments to report to General Grant. Smith

taued the 6th Marylard, and the 110th and 122G Ohio. Within a few minutes,

CTders arrived for emith to reczll the rest of his brlg?de and mass it te
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the rear qf Wheaton's hard-pressed division. Colonel William S. Truex's
trigede moved up from the reserve to occupy the rifle~pits vacated by
Suith's bluccoats, '

When the ﬁaryland and_two Ohio regiments reported to Grant, he ﬁésted
them alongside his Vermonters, The officers were instructed tc hold their
men ready to charge the Confederates, whom they could hear moving about

in thg pipes and underbrush to_theif front. At firsﬁ, it seemed to the
fédéf;ls'as_if the Rebeié‘ﬁere méssing for a frontel assadult; Several
light thrusts were rede and parried by Wheaton's pickets. Then the

sounds reaching the Yanks seemed to indicate that the greyclads had

poved around their left and were striking toward the plank :r'c>a.d.l+9

L Wright encountered no difficulty in breaking contact with the foe,
bgcause the Confederate leaders, several houfs-before, had determined to
return to their lines. By midnight the VI Corps had retired and faken

up the positions described in Wright's memorandum,

| Unknown to Wright and his generzls, General Hill; who hed spent most
of the dey with General Mahone, had determined late in the aftefnoon to
recall the column., After telling Mahone to collect ﬁis trecops and retire
into the Petersburg 1i£es, General Hill, accompanied by his staff, headed
back up the Halifax road. Reaching his headquartérs at 9 p.m., Hill te-
legraphed General Leera terse report of what had occurred up till the hour
thet he had left Globe Tavern. According to the corps ccommander, "we did
not accom@lish anything; aboul 100 prisoners of the Sixth Corps.. It wes
5¢ hot, the undergrowth so thick, and the enemy retiring all the time, our
ren did not press forward, Indeed, could not sufficiently fast to get up

U

with their main bedy.

Sergeant Sale, along with the other pickets left to hold the works

oy

.
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l‘ the division moved out, was relieved at 5 p.m. The men of the 12th

-

V'- inis rbved looking for their brigade, Weisiger's. Sergeant Sale

first this appeared to be a hopeless task, "as no one

ch

recalled that a

k'm anything about what direction they had tzken. By some means heard

their direction and toék“ the Halifax rosd. After proceeding about two

:Iies, the soldi-eré encountered General Hill's perty. Eill told them
helt and rest as the division would soon be "coming up.™®

Mehone and his brigade commanders at dark recalled their troops.

l soon as a2ll the brigade commanders had reported in w‘ifh their units,

Mahone put his column in motion up the Helifax road. -

I Sergeant Sale and his comrades heard the division as it approached.
ancing at his watch, Sale noted the hour: it was 10 p.m., As Weisiger's
igade passed, Sale and his men fell in., Mahone and his troops, after

Ianentering the Petersburg per.'imeter, camped for the night near Battery

No. 35, Before retiring, the butternuts were issued rations, 2

. Reporting to General Hill on his return, Mahone e:qolained that shortly

after the ccSrps commander had left the front, .Fineg_an‘s Floridians had
nveloped a portion of the VI Corps picket line, forcing a large nunber

" lf‘ bluecoats to giound their arms. "All told during the day's expedition,
the division had captured 600 prisoners, including 28 officers. 53
. . Wilcox's division on the 23d had been redeployed. The Light Division
i’as pulled out of the rifle-pits near the Weldon Railroad and marched a
“ile to the lefi, where the brigades relieved t‘ne. troops holding the works
lo the right and left of the Jerusalem Plank Road. As this movement was
nade during the daylight hours, with part of the route in "full view of
l;'-'e foe," McGowan's brigade came under fire from a Union battery as it

frprozched its new position. Since thess guns enfiladed this secior of
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from any casualties,” Skirmishers were then advanced to occupy and hold

the picket line, which at this point was avout 400 yards in front of the

zin line of resistance., 5L

plong the II Corps! front on the night of the 22d, Colonel Tidball
had repos1t10nea one of his patteries. Tbe cannoneﬂrs of Battery F

ist PeENSlea Light Lrtillery were called up and emplaced thelr 3~

- inech rifles east of the Jeruselem Plark Road, and to the right of the

th Meine'!s Napoleons, A company from the regular engineer battalion

" vas called up te throw up emplacexents to cover these gUns. Colonel

zu?idball'shortly after daybreak had the Lth New York Heavy Artillery

féport to Ceneral Gibbon, vho placed the artillerists. turﬂed infantry-

"?En'in the rifle—pits_to the left of the plank road. The_anfederates

'had the plank road under observation, and when their spotters reported

D -.-.'_,:. : -
Tigal. issued orders for his division ¢

: the two V. Corps brigades as tney marched for the Williams' house, their
-'uns opened fire. Before the Rebel gunners could seriously. 1puerfere
”"th the column, three II Corps batterles {(the 11th New York, the 6th

”l}ﬂlne, and. Battery F) roared inbto actlon, qplckly demonstratéd a merked

,ﬁpperlorlty, and silenced the greyclads' cannons.

»

g
b
e

 Befére catching a few hours sleep on the night of the 23d, General

ommanders to see thatl thexr picket

tines were advanced at 6 a.m., "for the purpose of feeling the enemy (if

£ - ¥
<87 81111 remain in our iroﬁt)...." The skirmishers were to push for-

o £i1) they reached the ground from.whlch the corps had just retired.

Pl
" coo

“itrel Bryan at the same time was o throw out mounted patrols.to see

.
e
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iJWith one or LwWo Irom Kirkland's brigade of Heth's division.

_10pment, Wright inquifed, Do you wish them to continue to go forward?®

® | »
if he could ascertein the Confederates' position. 56

A cﬁange of officers along the picket line occasioned some delay,

tut by 6:30 the VI Corps! skirmish line had moved out. Within 75-miﬂutesj
one of the_patrols'organized by Colonel Bryan had advanced two aﬁd one-
helf miles to Dr. Gurley's, witﬁout encountering any Rebels. Pushing on,
the horsescldiers crossed the reilroad atb Gloﬁe Tevern,

In front of the VI Corps, the skirmishé:s, as they worked their way

cautiously forward, saw few greyclads, Most of Lhese had a good headstart

end were able to elude the Yanks. Fifteen butternubs, who had straggled

when their brigades retired into the Petersburg perimeter, were captured

.

by the VI Corps! picket line. None of these proved to be very Mintelli-
'lgent or communlcatlve. About a1l the Union intelligence people could
‘ learn on questioning then was that while most. Delonged to Finegaa's

Flor1qa Brlgade, several ceme from other brigades of Mahone's a1v151on,

57

Wright's skirmishers by 10:15 had advanced to the position cccupied by

the picket line on the 23d, which was two and one-half miles beyond ‘the

t_b?eastworks currently held by the corps, Notifying Meade of this deve-

58

At 10:30 Chief of Staff Humphreys replied for Meade. The pickets

re to pusn on, and thej were to be supported, As they did, they were

- '0 maintain contact w1tn Birney's S£1rmlsbers, whﬁch had also been or-
Sered forwerd. When'his pickets had rsecured sufficient ground," erghu

%23 to advance his battle line, "comnecting with General. Birney's, whose

pa

fa il . . 2 x . - TSR]
7% will be moved to correspond with your right." ~Wright was to leave

i

> twe ¥ Corps brigades where they were, and post his left to give
5% '

=wurity to his main line of resistance,

r

I4
67
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In response to this directive, Wright at 11:45 alerted his division

AT

comnenders to "be prepared to move as scon as orders to that effect are

B s

received by them." These instructicns were to be sent as soon as notice

from the corps' officer of the day was received thai the picket line had

Py S——

 peached the area held on the 23d,and connection mede with that of the II

60

‘Corps.

Before this order could be implemented, General Grant visited Meade's

. Jerusalem Plank Road command post. After learning that the fight on the

“_ 22d had resulted in é stampede by the II Corps, Grent determined to aban--

Mmoo et

don for the time being his efforts to invest Petersburg. Meade was to

'fﬁ,fefuse his left flank, while the II and VI Corps “strongly fortified®

' {the ground gained west of the plank road, &1

P —— -

In view of thls decision by Grant, Meade at 12:40 notified Wright
’"aand Blrney that they need not-advance beyond their present lines until
“Iﬁlrected differently. 62 'ergnu, after conferrlng with Meade, notified
hiS division commanders, as it was p0531b1y they could remain where they
,ﬁere for "a day or two" that they have their soldiers "sirengthen the

63

works already thrown up."

¢ Since there would be ro attack, Wright had the corps, §fficer of the
§ f déy make éeveral adjustments in the picket line, Thé 0utp§éts on the

i fff right were to maintain contact with Barlow's skirmishers, "to advance
.ti‘“ith them, énd halt when théy do." By nightfall the pickgt line was as
':far advanced as safety allowed, Deoe ding on ground cover and terra ain,

5 A was from one mile and one-half to two miles in front of Wright's mein

. 6L
dine of resistance.

Meade's headquarters had suggested at 9 a.m, that Wright see that

oY . . . . " \
& small recennoitering party of cavalry® was advanced down the told




" “the road from Prince George Court-House?™

ffafhere were about 2,000 Rebel cavelrymen operating in Sussex County.

. Side's division relieved by "to-morrow morning."

- Norfolk road," which paralleled ithe Norfolk & Petersburg Razilroad. 65

General VWright saddled Colonel Bryan with the responsibility for see-
<{g that this task wes carried out., Marching ordérsvrere accordingly is-
sued to the 18th Pennsylvania Cavalry. .

Chief of Staff Humphreys at 10 o'clock incuired of Wright, "Have the
cavelry scouts...been as far down the plank road as its intersection with

67

Wrignht replied to this dispatch immediately. A patrol from Bryan's

~command had been down the plank road at least five miles beyond the Second

 €“ $wamp crossing. Scouis had examined all roads leading into the plank road

68

+ 'from the west, withoul seeing any Confederates. - =

The 18th Pennsylvania guided by a Negro who was familiar with the area,

rode down the old Norfolk road about seven miles, Although no Rebels were

“seen, the horsesoldiers were told by Negroes, whom they questioned, that

69

Grant, on learning that Meade had run intd_difficulty'west of the

<« Jerusalem Plank Road, had got in touch with General Butler, At 4 p.m.,

June 23, Grant had directed Butler to give Baldy Smith as meny reinforce-

'auTFEnts 2s he could, Smith wes then to relieve as much of Burnside's IX

- Corps as possible, hopefully at least one division, so Meade could "ex-

tend and protect his left." If feasible, Grant would like to see Burn-
70

4

At 1235 Butler replied, "Dispatch in regerd to re-enforcing Smith

~ P=ceived, Tt shall be done." Butler would pull Brigadier General John

“» Turner's X Corps division out of the Bermuda Hundred line and have it
€77ss to the south bank of the Appomattox. With the departure of Turner's

i

]

ops, it would cut the strengbth of the force holding thet line to 4,000, 71

(o~
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Baldy Smith was notified that he would be reinforced during the night

v Turner's division, described by Butler, as "one of the best divisions

&

T heve got." As soon as Turner's blueclads arrivad, Smiih was Lo see
> 3

that his XVIII Corps sssumed responsibility for as much of Burnside's

front as possible. =

At 6 p.m. Meade'!s headquariers advised Burn SLdﬂ of whal was coming.
p g

4s soon 2s Baldy Smith's bluecoats had relieved his right flank division,
Furnside was to have the troops thus freed march to the left, where they pa
were to replace Warren's right flank division in the rifle-pits. 73 :

Simultaneously, a telegram was delivered to Warren, notifying him that

B AR L

‘as soon as the IX Corps division had relieved one of his-divisions, he

7%

was to replace Birney's right flank divislon.
Warren at 9 p.m. inquired of Burnside, "When will the IX Corps re-~
place my right division?" (&

1T will relieve your division just as soon as Smith relieves mine,

which I tope will be very soon," Burnside countered. The IX Corps' com-

SR | e e b 7 A i

[ - :

mander wanted to know the strength of the division he was to relieve,

- Crawford's.

3,551 officers and meﬁ;-Warren answered.,
| Genéral Turner, as soon as it was dark, pulled his troops out of the
Bé?muda Hundred Line. Solalers belonging to Brlgadler General Alfred H.
Terryts X Corps division'replaced Turner's. After the ‘units had been
formed and mustered, Turner passed the word to move out, the division
Crossing the river on the Point of Rocks pontoon bridges. While en route

¢oyn the Point of Rocks road, Turner was joined by several of Smith's and

o i

Burnside's staff-officers. Cuided by these men, Turner turned his division
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Prince George Courthouse road, and at 1 a,m. on June 2L, his trcops

70 N
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bacan relieving Willeox's IX Corps bluecoats.

T e position now held by Turner’s 01v1310n was on the left of Martin-

_f~p*e*s KVIII Corps division. Turner's right center wes dug in immediately

;n‘front of the Hare house, wnlle his center and left, passing over Hare

e B i

suse Hill, extendsd down the slope and across a branch of Poor Creek,

orps in "a piece of voods a short disvence
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77

Willcox's troops, on belng relieved by Turner's, marched rapidly
io the left. Haeving fought and marched over much of this ground, Willcox

wos able to push his men hard, The rifle-pits occupied by Crawford's V

Corps division, which they were to relieve, were a short distence to the

ight of the sector where ¥Willcox's men had atbacked on June 18, Willcox's
78

vision by daybreak had replaced Crawford's behind the works.
Crawford's division, as it crossed the Jerusalem Plank Read and pre-

ﬁgred-to relieve Gibbon's troops, came uvnder & galling fire of artillery

and smgll-arms, Crawford st 11:40 a.m., June 24, notified Werren that

,5ﬁ5 troops had replaced Gibbon's. On doing so, Crawford had been shocked

.ﬁéee that Gibbon's people were still in a "yery bad state of demorali-

Zation," as a result of their'stampede on the 22d. Crawford had heard

four of Gibbon's regiments at that time had surrendered to one

i Confederate. When he examined the rifle-pits into which his troops had

because he considered the line laid

"i + ] 3 s a)
+Ust moved, Crawford shook his head,
“iy by Gibbon to te "a bad one,!

Upon being relieved by Crawford, Gibbon assempled his four brigades

220 marehed them down the plank road to Williems'. Two batteries (the

‘h Massachusetts and Babttery G, 1st New York) accompanied Gibbon's

. Near Williams', they relieved the two V Corps brigades thal had

-



. ; : . &0 e
_been posted there since the previous evening's emergency. Sweltzer's
zrd Dushane's brigades then returned to thelr camps in rear of the forti-

81

cztions held by the V Corps.
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THE BATTLE OF THE JERUSALEM PLANK ROAD, JUNE 212, 1864
~ 7 Chapter IIL
General Wright is Paralyzed by the Confederates

Notes

0. R., Series I, Vol. %, pb. AL, 338.

Ibid., 339, 3425 Q. R., Series I, Vol. XL, pt. I, 367. Uitk Colonel
Blaisdsll dead, Colonel J. P, Mclvor assumed cormend of the 2d Bri-
gade, Gibbon's divisdon.

0. R., Series I, Vol. XL, pt. II, 339, 341.

Tpbid., 339.

Toid., 3L8.

Ibid., 349. Two trains had headed south from,Petersbﬁrg on the
tracks of the Weldon Railroad that morning, Lyﬁan learned from
several VI Corps scouts, but they had been compelled to return.

This was a certain clue that General Wilsen's cavalry had wreaked

havoc on the railroad somewhere south of Globe Tavern.

0. B., Series I, Vol. XL, pt. I, 640; History of the Eighteenth

Regiment of Cavalgi' Pennsylvania Volunteers (163d Reglment of the

Line) 1862—1855, Compiled by Committee (New York, 1909), 25, 5kL.

Assigned to the Provisionzl Brigade were: the 3d New Jersey Cavalry,

two babtalions 18th Pennsylvania Cavalry, and a detachment 22d New
York Cavelry.
0. R., Series I, Vol. XL, ot 1E; 349,

Teid,

Toid,, 351.

Ibid,, 350. The tools had teen sleted to be used by General Wilson's

et

=




golumn, but news that the Confederates were hot after the Union
2

raiders had caused Meade to chenge his mind,
Tpid. A Negro had been picked up by Viright's broops and questloned.
He told Colonel Lyman that he had left the city via the Halifax road

the previous day. As he had walked south, the Negro had seen about

e

. 800 Rebel soldiers near the rcad sbout & mile from the civy., There

were fortifications thereabouts, but no guns mounted therein.

Thid.

Ibid., 357.

Tbid.

Ibid., 352; Histery of the 18th Pennsylvanie Cavalry, 25, 5k.

R., Series I, Vol, X, pt. II, 351-352.

i

0. B., Series I, Vol. XL, pt. I, 497, A99, 500.

Thid., 502.

Ibid., 495, 50%.

 Ipid., 506, 508.

Diery, Sale, 12th Virginia Infentry (Virginia State Library).

Freeman, R. E. Lee, III, 453-45L; Caldwell, History of 2 Brigade

of South Carolinisns, 166.

Diary, Sale, 12th Virginia Infantry (Virginie State Librery); Rowland,

Mississippi Official end Statistical Register, 450, 46, 493, 51k,

0. R/, Series I, Vol, XL, pt. I, 497, 502; . E., Series I, Vol. XL,

pt. II, 352; History of the 18th Pennsylvania Cavalry,.25-26, 5i.

]
[§2al

s Series I, Vol. XL, pt. II, 352.

o
o

{:-‘.
:
A

358~353,

1y
52

it
o

340.

5 1y
!

2220, 3143 .

e




Toid., 355; G. R., Series T, Vol. XL, pb. T, 459, 470,

 Ivid., 353.

Ibid. -

0. B., Series 1, Vol, XL, pt. II, 353-355; History of the 18th

Pernsyivania Cavalry, 25-26, 5L.

0. R., Seriss T, Vol. XL, pt. II, 355.

Tbid., 355, 685;_0. R., Series I, Vol. XL, pt. I, k95, L97, 502-503;

Rowland, Mississippl Officiel and Statistical Register, L50, Léb,

193, 51h; O. E., Series I, Vol, LIT, pt, I, 1026.
0. R., Series I, Vol. XL, pt. I, 334, 356. |
Thid., 356. | |

Toid,

Ibid., 357.

;ggg. Wright had not talked To his éther division éommander.
Do

Thid.

Thid.

Toid., 358.

Ibig,

Toid,

ibid., 358-359.

0. R., Series I, Vol. XL, pt. I, 495, 506, 508, 510, 511, 512.
lbid., 493, 49&; 495, 497, 503, 506.
0. R., Series I, Vol. LI, pt. I1, 1027.

Diary, Sale, 12th Virginia Infantry (Virginia Stete Library).

O. R., Series I, Vol. LTI, pt. II, 1028; McCabe, "Defence of Petersburg, "

e gy




—
Lok

\.

Southern Historical Society Pzpers, I, 277.

Dunlop, Lee's Sharvpshcoters, 131; Caldwell, History of a Brigsde of

Scuth Carolinians, 166.

. B., Series I, Vol. XL, pt. I, 397, 42k, k27, 435, 438,

0
0. R., Series I, Vol. XL, pt. II, 392, Colonel T. 0. Seaver of the

3d Vermont was nemed corps offiicer of the day, and would report to

Wright's headguarters at 5:30 a.m,

Tvid., 376, 386, 387.

Thid., 3€8.

Ibid.

Toid., 393.

Ibid., 372, 373-37L, 389, 393. Meade's commend post was west ol the

plank road, just beyond Jones' house.

Tbid., 381, 389.

Ihid., 393.

“Ibid., 391.

. _Ib. id-c: 387-

History of the 18th Pennsylvania Cavalry, bSh.

0. R., Series I, Vol. XL, pt. II, 387.
Tbid., 388.

gggg., 392.

ibid., 362,

Ibid.

Toid.,. 369.

Ibid., 360,

Doid., 3u4-345.




—

® @
Ioid., 3k5.
Tbid. -
0. ., Series I, Vol. XL, pt. I, 696-697.
Ibid., 197, 198; 0. R., Series I, Vol. XL, pt. II, 397.
0. R., Series I, Vol. XL, pt. I, 190; O. R., Series T, Vol, ¥Lj
pt. II, 381, 385. '

. R., Series I, Vol. XL, pt. II, 381.

1o

. R,,Series 1, Vol. XL, pt. 1, 459, 470.

o)

N

-
£
H
23
H




THE BATTLE COF THE JERUSALEM PLANK ROAD, JUNE 21-2L, 1864
; Chapter IV

Hagocd's Brigade Tekes a RBeating

General Beauregard, upon the arrivel of the Army of Nérthern Virginia
et Petersburg, remained in immediste charge of the Petersburg lines held
by troops from his District of North Cerolina and Southern Virginia.

The troops from Beauregard's command committed to the defense of Peters—
burg were organized into two infantry divisions (Major Generals Bushrod
R. Johnson's and Robert F, Hoke's) and one cavalry brigade—QBrigadier
General James Dearings!'. Nightfall on June 18 found one of Beauregard's
divisions, Hoke's, holding the eafthwcrks from the Appomattox on the left
to the area wheré the Norfolk & Petersburg Railroad passed through the
defenses. Johnson's division; having been relieved by Kersﬁaw’s tfoops,
was posted in reserve.

On the 19th Beauregard issuéd orders redeplbying two of his brigades.
Brigadier‘Geperal Archibald Gracie's brigade of_Johnsonfs division was‘
to recross theIAppomattox and resume its position at Fort Clifton, while
Colonel John S. Fulton'é brigade was to join Major General George Pickett,
¥ho vas in charge of the force holding the Howlett Line. Dearing was to
Teport to Major General W. H. F. "Rooney! lLee on the Jerusalem Plank Road,
¥here he would be assigned to protect the Weldon Railroad. 2

it hours later, on the 21st, Beauregard; having observed

o
&

Forty-ei
th : . : . : ; = : "
‘hat the salient occupied by Brigadier General Alfred Colguitt's brigade
23 hammered unmercifully by Union artillery, determined to let ancther

Wil share the hazards., Orders were accordingly issued calling up from

Than

D

Tazerve Rrigacdier Generzl Matt W. Ransom's brigsde of Johnson's division,
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-, Upon being relieved by Ransom's North Carclinians, Colquitt's Georgiens
were to Teport to Generzl Johnson,
that with the IT and VI Corps operating

The Coufedsrzie generals knew

west of the Jerusalem Plank Roed, the force holding the investment line

LR

.Eetvaen the Appomatiox ané .. Baxter road would have been'geakéned,'
'Téey also knew thet the Union supply line linking the IT and VI Corps
" with their base at City Point passed behind the works held by the IX
‘géd XVITT Cérps anc along the river, Gerneral Lee, in conjunctién with
-Céneral Eeauregard, determined to seize the initiative, réll back the

- Union right, and cut Grant's supply line. Lee and his officers were

P

“'also encouraged to note the low morale displayed by many Union units

L

'f:jin;the fighting west of the Jerusalem Plank Road,

General Lee placed Beauregard in charge of the attacking force,

T p—

Mbeting with his staff on Dunn's Hill on June 23, Beauregard drafted his

'Qlan for a powerful thrust against the lines held by Baldy Sﬁith's XVILT

'Cdrps. At daybrezk on the 24th the batteries emplaced north of the Ap-

e et e

Jpéméttox were to go into action, hammering the Union 1ihes and emplace-
l.msté in froat of General Hoke's sector. This bombardmenﬁ was to continue
'ﬁiiﬁf one~half hour;‘ The guns would then cease firing for five mirnutes, as
2 éignal for Hoke to advance his infantry. The cannons would then roar

tanl : . i . . . o 2
back into action, concentrating "on batlteries and distinet lines and

f
(%]
n
@
4]
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f the enemy," such as can be fired upcdn without endangering

RiL2ls footsoldiers, As their fuses weren't too reliable, the Rebel

1—' to g - . ¥ - 1 3 k) - 3
7% U0 feign an zttack on the VI Corps, so the Federals would be pinned

it And thus be wreble to reinforce the XVIIT Corps.
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When Hoke assaultec, he was to meneuver his rignt, so as to tzke the

Yankees' first and second lines in the- Ilaﬂk and move rapidly against

the Union position near the Hare house., Having caplured Hare House Hil
Hoke wes to push on and retzke the works abandoned on the 15ih,
Field's division, which under the cover of darkness would be relieved

1

by Johnson‘s, was to be positioned to sunnort Hoks's atbtback and nroteck
o 2 Ex S = i

L
i

his left. As -soon as practica &, Brigadier General George T, Anderson
(who 1ed q‘"ielcl s 1st Br¢vade) was to throw his Georgians into the rifle-
pits from which Hoke had driven the bluecoats, on which shall rest Hoks's
Jeft. The Georgiens were to follow Hoke, and Anderéon would PFill up
with other troops the gap between the river and Hoke's left until the
whele line shall be occupied." Should he discover the ép;o nity,
Anderson wes to advance and assault the old Confederate_line from Bat-
tery No. 2 to Battery No. 9. = As soon as Hoke's rlgnt had uncevered

his front, Kérshaw’s division was to advance, to be follOwed by Johnson's,
Johnson's mission would be to retake the old line of works between Bab-
teries Nos. 19 and 24,

General Hoxe during the evening told Brigadier Censral Jonnson

Hagood to be ready for a movement at daylight, No other officer in

the diviéion was told of Beauregard's plan, beceuse Hoke wanted to be
tertain the foe was kept in the dark as to Confederste intentions. At

this stage, as on the 18th, Hagood’s South Carolinians held Hoke’s_lefﬁ.
The 27th, 2ist, and 11th Eegimenﬁs held the rifle~pits from the Appomattox
v the City Point road, and the 25th Regiment and 7th Battalion prolonged
tre brigade front scuth of the road, Four hundred yards to &agood’s front,
& parallel to " it, were the Union entrenchments., An open field with Ya

oats" lay between. Fach side had thrown up a lins of s.'g %

E |
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. gideration that most of his units we

nis brigade into WiNES.

“in charge of the regiment

-2 N U A am s
v I . : . b

,:?beuwevn the Paxter and Jerusszlem Plank roads.

»its to shelter their pickets, a short dis ance in fron

rifle L of their

zzin line of resistance,

Following the fignting on the 18%h, General Hagood, taking inwo con-

re without field officers, had divided

Lieutenant Colonel pPatrick H. Nelson was placed

ts north of the City Pcint road.

As soon as it was dark on the 23d, Bushrod Johnson marched his divi-

gion up from the reserve. Not wishing to alert the Federal outposts, the

3 jetly, It was well after midnight before

" Qonfederates moved slowly and qu 3

Johnson's greyclads had relieved the last of Field's division in the works

gdes well behind the linss, Field's brigede commenders pub their columns.

;n motion for the previously designated rendezvous——Iron Bridge on the
g - ' '

"Clty Point road.

Sqorulv before daVbreak on the Zhﬁh,;Hoke returned to Hagood's com-

and poot and gave him detailed instructions as to the part the South

Carollnlans were to take in bringing on tbe battle, .When the guns which

were about to open fell silent, Hagood was to have his left wing (the

2'7’511 21st, and 11th South Carolina) take up the advance, Wwaen they

BN W BN A B

{‘ . . ; .
'J‘OTEEd into two heavy skirmish lines.
'xfcioqe Ly sucporued by’General Anderson's

-‘*eh«h Caro?lnlrns had driven the Yankees from L

fAle&t tne shelter afforded by their works, the greyclads were to be

Hagoodﬁs‘brigade wzs to be
Georélans. After Hagood's
neir first line, Anderson

%23 to oceupy it £ill his supports arrived, when he was to press on’

econd and third line, Mesnwhile, Hagood wes to pivol

st their s

o 4

to the right, call up the rignt wing, and re-form his

s left wing

nis brigade perpendicular to its initial

%% along the City Point raad,

After assembling their bri- .
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" Brigade would advance in five minutes., After holding

li.nutes, the Rebels' big guns reopened, directing their attention upon

sition. He would then sweep forward, rolling up the Union line on the

ove of Hare House Hill and clear Raasom's front.

¥hile Hoke and Hagood were discussing the situstion, Lieutenant

drews of Anderson's staff rode up and reported that the Georgia Brigade

had filed into position in rear of the earthworks held by Hagood's left,

l1c were concealed from the Federals! view by a knoll,  Close behind was

another of Field's brigades, Colonel Dudl_éy M. Du Bose's.
The artillery (L4 guns) opened as soon as the morning's mist had
eared, pounding the lines held by the XVIII Corps with tunusual

severity." At 7:30 the cannons ceased fire. General Hagood at 7:20 had

) 'lent Lieutenant Andrews to tell General Anderson that the South Carolina

their fire for five

te Yankee batteries. General Hoke recalled, "as far as I could see,"

his was the only service rendered by our guns, Indeed, he feared, "we

.ere injured more than we gained by the use of our guns, as it notified
the enemy of our intended attack,? b
l Because of some unforeseen difficulties, it was 7:42 before Hagood's

‘orward line of skirmishe'rs, L00 picked officers and men, advanced. Close

ehind came the second line of skirmishers, about 550 strohg. Colonel

‘ Ielson of the 7th Battalion -lec_i the first line, Generzl Hagood the second.

Nelson had been standing beside Hagood, when Hoke's aide brought the
lr‘der to advance, The men, who had been teld to follow Nelscn, were

‘.re,tching him, and when he was ordered to go, without speaking, he drew

is handkerchief from his breast and raised it aloft; ~The South Caro-

ield, Nelson's skirmishers carried the Union picket lines, capturing

linians spreng over the parapet with a yell and rushed out into the oat
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sut 30 bewildered blﬁedoats. To General Hagood it appeared that the

Ctanemy's whole line®" was "seriously sheken.® While awaiting the advance

+f inderson's troops, the South Carolinians, in accordance with orders

! ':-’fr'om Hagood, laid down in the oats, V¥hen the fresh brigadé came up,

they would go in with it. |

1

The picket line captured by the South Caroliniens had been occupied

jlﬁﬂing the night by troops from General Stannard's XVIII Corps division.

“%¥nen the Rebel artillery ceased firing at 7:30, Stannard, suspecting that

en attack was impending, told Colonels Henry end Cullen to recall their

" As in all wars,some of the pickets didn't get the word and were

“outposts,

~overrun., The troops posted behind the Union main line of resistance waited

jtil'the outposts had retired and then opened with a "rapid and telling

- General Ho&e, seeing the Federal pickets scatter, waited 1mpat1entlj

'~for Anderson's battle line to come up. Realizing that a momeni's delay
uld be fatal, Hoke asked General Field to order Anderson s brlgaae for-

;rd. A staff-officer was sent galloping to the rear with an urgent

EﬁSsage for Anderson to put his Georgians in motion. When Anderson

’;iawﬁed to show up, Field repeated his order, This time,Field received
: ?“ answer, Anderson reported that the entrenchments to his front were

',P“Cupied‘by Hagood's South Carolinians. Looking about, Hoke could see

irat din meking this statement, Anderson was in error. The only troops

in 1 i ' - 3 s
N the trenches referred to were stragglers, Colonel Du Bose's brigade

%

7 thais time had werched up. After reaching the trenches, Du Bose's

L}"ﬂ & 5 . P
‘08 moved down them by the left flank and occupied the position

13

“i8ral Anderson was to have tzken,

the knoll to support the attack, Anderson,

ezd of advancing over
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.Kﬁnry’s men, and L officers and 130 soldiers to Cullen's brigade.

Wgen coipelled by repeated orders to mﬁve, went to the rear by file as
far as Iron Bridge, nearlﬁ one~fourth mile, He then led his column up
}bof Creek hollow, till he reached the shelter of the entrenchments near
Colquitt's Salient, and then came "stumbling along them already crowded
vith men," until he reached the sector Hagood had left. Anderson was
more than one hour getting to a position to which he had little more
than 150 yards to march streight ahead, and with nothing in his way but
ghe usual hazards of hostile fire." Meanwhile, Du Bose's brigade hed
come up three~quarters of an hour before the brigade that was to precede

14

Long before Du Bose's men put in their appearance, Stannard'§ troops

_had seen that Hagood's soldiers were unsupported, Volley after volley
crashed into the Confederates. No soldiers in the world could have long

. vithstood the terrible punishment to which the South Carolinians were

subjected. The Rebels were trapped. Some of the men scrambled to their

_ ?eet and retired into the rifle-pits,out of which they had so confidently
fﬂfhgrged a few short minutes before., Colonel Nelson had to calm his men.
- Cetting to his feet, he walked slong his line through the oats, Shortly

. 2fter reaching the left, he was cut down by a Union sniper. Seeing that

their situation was hopeless, a number of the butternuts got to their feet

:‘&Hﬁ grounded their arms, A captain and 60 enlisted men surrendered to

15

About one hour after the repulse of Hagood's three regiments; General
put two brigades in the trenches on the left of the City Point rcad
“-in & view to resuming the attack, Hoke, however, advised against it,
23 ¢

° tae Federals had had ample time to prepare for "s." At this time

I3 were received for Hoke and Field to report to General Lee.
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l A_l,er ascertaining the facts, Lee told rleld to forget his progecte; attack,
After his officers had reassembled and rmustered their units, General
I Hagecod found that this fiasco had cost his brigade 25 killed, 72 wounded,
I - and 209 missing. ¥ Union losses in this engagement were 72: 57 in
Cullen's brigade and 15 in Henry's. I
I It is not difficult to see why the Confederate atitack féiled. Hagood's

"
neQ

troops,. who were to spearneaq the thrust, and the supporting units loo

I 'to' different division commanders for their orders . General Field was on

‘the field, and no blame appears tec have attached to him. If it were im-

"I;'J‘racticable for the assault to be made and supported by the same division,

b

‘2 common superior should have been on the spot to co-ordinate the operz-

; - tions of the divisions. Genersls Lee and Beauregard were near the bat-
' .+ teries across the river in close view of the field, but without means of
i

+ Girect communication, and therefore unable to tzke tactical direction of

“the affair,

. Hagood was understandably incensed at Anderson. He was of the

?Pinion that M"Anderson should have been shot." For some reason, Lee

-:‘".; Péi‘tion of the army that knew anything of the affair kept afloat for

[}

i
I _:"'fa_:“lled to order a court of inguiry, "though the common sense of that
: .
I 19

%o or three weeks the daily rumor that one had been ordered.

3
Sk
58

; ' The bzttle of the Jerusalem Plank Road ended on June 24 with the

-

"% of the Potomac grimly digeing in to hold the ground gzined w

=BT W \ . .
l * the rcad, Grant and Meade had extended their lines
ztn, % -
“vehce, but not to the west as they had hoped. The

m
b

16




| __[ttempt to invest Petersburg hed failed.

On the 224 the Confederates had sent the II Corps reeling. Mshone

I-_a-:l followed up his initiel success scored at Barlow'!s expense with M"an

aterprise, audacity and shrewdness rarely exhibited, even by thelr able
2 o = 2 5

cormanders.® The entire affair of that day had been short swift, and
: ¥ 3 P

: Ideciéive. Birney's II Corps had been Mdefested alrost without being
engaged." There had been Very little fighting, and cor mparatively small

llgss , except in pi'isoners. Of these, the II Corps had lost 1,700: more

then it had on the Peninsula; more than it had at Antjetam, Fredericksburg,

1Iand Chencellorsville combined, Four guns, the only ones taken from the

lcorps by the foe till this stage of the conflict (except those abandoned ,

disabled, on the benks of the Po) were cerried off as trophies by Mehone's

'llterrlole men. The enulre operation had been like that of an expert

rechanic who touches some critical point with a fine instrument, in exactly

: lthe right place, producing an effect seemingly altogelher out of proportion

Ito the force exerted. 0

The performence of the VI Corps on the 23d was almost as dismal.

Iane again, General Mahone and his officers were able to take advantage

of their knowledge of this section of Prince George County to deal the

I Yankees another punishing blow. Indeed, the Confederate movements were

Oﬂdu'cted w1th such skill as to all but paralyze General Wright. For

$&veral hours, Wright was unable to meke up his m:.nd Should he attack?

Sieuld he hold his ground‘? Should he retrest? This situation beceme so

zont 41
“ttle that an examination of the corres;ondence passing between Wright

n the verge

“l relieving the commander of his VI Corps.

l & ¥eade at this time leads one to believe that Meade was o
1 .
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On June 24 the assault by the Confederates on the XVIIT Corps was

eami i gt

S

~a fiasco, which partially mullified their successeés of the revious A8
: 3 o e

rours. The net advantage of the current operations depended on the out—

i

£

fcome of the cavelry raid led by Generzl Wilson against the Weldon, South

“-'Side, and Danville railroads. Wilson's horsesoldiers hed moved oub

" gimultaneocusly with the advance of Birney's infantry on the 27st.
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of the ri?ér.._These pieces were mounted in three sectors. Emplaced

on the commending bluff at Archer's house were the rifled guns of

Battery A, Sumter South Carolina Artillery.and Lewls' Virginia

Battery. One-half mile up the Appomattox from Archerls were the.
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rifled guns of Clutter's and Thompson's Virginia Batieries. The
carmoneers of Poaguefs Battalion had uniimbered their guns.farther

upstream, aloﬁgside the three 20-pounder Parrotts manned by the
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Wright's Virginia BRattery.

On the night of June 23, eight 2L-pounder Coehorn mortars were -

 -emplaced in rear of.Hagood‘s left. Two Napoleons were emplaced on
Hagood's line, where it crossed the City Point road. 0. R., Series

I, Vol. XL, pt. I, 757; Hagood, Memoira'gg the War of Secession, 281,

—t
—

—_" L

0. R., Series I, Vol. XL, pt. I, 803; Hagood, Memoirs of the War of

Secession, 278,

—
A

0. R., Serdies I,'Vol. XL, pt. I, 716, 718; 0. R., Series I, Vol. Xi,
‘pt. II, 4013 C. R., Series I, Vol, LI, pt. I, 1250-1252, Stanaard's
troops, since occupying the works between the river and City Point

road, had spent many hours Yremodeling and rebuilding their lines.U

Two covered wavs were started, linking the front and rear lines,
> 3 g

(n the 23d 2 Nezro Brigzde led by Colonel Nelson dmes had reported

VIY
Al

i : -




13

L

1L

15
16
”

8

B I, S Sy e s

Srpepesii, ¢ st oy

19

20

"'I;I-;;&I-ll i ljéi' - —-F;uui-_‘ |||§ - - -

to Ceneral Stannard, The general placed the Negroes in his rear line
of works, thus freeing Burnham's brigade, which was sent a mile to
the rear to rest. Colonel Cullen's brigade replaced Burnham's tLroops
in the rifle-pits on Stannard's right.
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