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THE BAT;r1 OF frA'i'cfiZ£;SrtUft FEBRUARY 5--7, 1865 

.- Chapter I 

Neade a.nd Hi.s Gene r2.J. s Prepc~re to Str :Lke 

• 

Reports reached Lieutena1t General Ulyss es S . G~ant's Ci ty Point ) 

~/i ! ·6inia.) headqua.rters at the beg j.n.rli.!12g o f t\8bru2.r~.") 1 8'65: th&.t .' Iwne 

Confedera tes }lere eDployi ng huge i'i2. ,gon trai.rw to h&ul S1.;I;pl.ies into 

sto ckpiled 2.t depot s i n l',!o r~(! Carolina" it i'las saia., ','jere be i ng $hip-I 
ped as far as Hicksford , 1,0 miles beloH Petersburg, over the Peters-­

I burg & l ieldon Railroad . At Hicksf<:>rdJ t he co mmissary supplies ,..Jere 

I 
I 

rer.~oved from t he cars and loe.deci. onto ~d?"Eo ES. Upon lec\v.5.ng the tem-

porary r~ilhead) the v:a.gJD trai ns rolled. up t::e i'.~er~e rri(! rtivcr v.s.l ley 

to the Boydton Flar.k ~o2d J thc:1 c.l onf. tf"! f:. t r o.c.o. throlt[:h lJ i. n ~··;idd.ie 

Courthouse e.nG. on to Fe; tersburg. 1 

D-I'I 

I General Gra.nt , hoping to intercept these tre.i ns and break up this 

supply route, dra f t ed a memorandum on February 1" addressed to the com-

I hander of his Army of the Potomac, Hajor Genere.l George G. ~Iead e . 
-, 

I To take advant age of the dry, spring-like weather <;>f the pe.st f ew 

I t'l :'e 2.S much c.s pN,s!.tl;" H of t h" c,l'.;rt 8ru,.s~ c r c r2i r,s be> ,,, us ed to 
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L __ 

H;c ~ .. tia l ly supply:! GenerE.J. Hol.· c~:· L i . Lee I ~ t r~)Op5 j.n 2.n~ at-o ut ?etct'E-

i\;eE:.ie ) to co t h is) '.v<;,-s t o get his cava.lry r e.ady to t c.ke t he fi eld 

2. :; 8G0!1 .£.S possible, an d :tn n<? ca.se 12.ter th2.n the 6th . {-Jhen the t roope rs 

, 
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• • 
The II Cor'ps ,ras to ",.arch at the same time, but independent of the 

cc.'I2.1ry , lias fa r south as Stony Creek s t ation, If There the foo tso ldiers 

I "(;S ! e 1:0 st.2.y ti l l the cavclry he.O c:.one t he f oe all the harm. it could 

I 
.and had returned to i ts bas e . Vfhen it took the fi eld, the infant ry 

·,·,-as to t ake a10ng four da:/s I rations .in haversacks a nd on"e and one - h2.1f 

I d8.~iS I f orage for the cav2..1ry in ,-"agoEs. A l i mited an:.oun.t of artillery 

''-:;'S to accomp2.ny the II Corps. 
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The V Carps "fES t o be held ready to go to the assistance of the 

II Corps, s hould the Conf ederat es mar ch out of the Petersburg pe ri.J~let er 

to attack. I t rrd.ght be "\>ris e ) -Grant obs erved , for Keade t o send out the 

V Corps at the same time as t he II, rrt2.rching lIit by e.. rocd ldest of the 

one taken by t he la.t ter , and to go but a.bout ha.lf 1t.i2.y to stony Creek) 

unless required to do 50 to meet ll'.ovement5 of the enemy." 2 

Grant entrus ted his .l etter, which ,·;as marked confidential, to a 

trusted staff-officer for delivery to General I,ieade. After stud:-~ng 

the memorandum, Meade concluded that chances for the operation ' s suc-

cess would be enhe.nced , i f several changes Here made . F.s one of the 

II Corps I divi sions 1-ras in t he r ifle- pits ) valuE_bIe tirlle '!Jould be 

squandered and there ;;ould be a risk of at tr2-cting the Confedera tes' 

att ent i on should this unit be .... ;ithdraviTI. Hea~e accordingly thoug~tt 

i t '·,t)uld he better if he s e.'1t the 1[ Corps to stony Creek, and tvlO di-

vis;"ons of the II C6x'9S t o !tec~~s I Sta.tion ~ There the 11 Corps I people 

T,·;oulC: be in position to s upport t he V Corps Hor retu.rn to our l eft fla.n..k: 

:.: threatened. II 

I He.:~d. e e t 1 :h5 p. m. telegrapheci Grant . f or permission to Iriike these 

I c:'"n;,ss i n his T!l2.ster plan . :3 

Feade 1 S On 
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• • 
out that he had merely Tf1~entioned t h e II Corps for the longer march, be­

ca use t he V- Corps had underta.ken ,the last expedit i on . 4 

;'Jhi le 2.hz. i t inE GrEnt 1 5 repl:r J l!i:ec~ d e hE,d been dis cuss i ng the si t ua.-

tion 1vith his s t aff .. One of the of fi cers voll.L.'1teere:d trJ.2.. t t he Confeci.-

erate trains moving e~ong the Boydton Pl2.nk Road had been cros sing the 

I Notto,::ay at Birchett 1 s Ericige .. I f Grc:,nt. ,,-muld g)_ve h i m t h e go 8.hea.d , 

I 
};eade "JQul d send the V Corps to the crossin£; of ston:' Creek vi a Vaughan 

roan) \-ihile the II Corps follovred t he sarne r02d as far as Rm·mnty Creek . 

I 'linus the infant r y \-iould be adV2..T1Ced to -\"!ithin supporting distance of 

Din\o!icidie Courthouse) where the ca.v2.1ry \-i2.S to strike th e Boydton Pl ank 

I Roac . }{ee.de ifl£. S of' the opinicn thC:tt h :.i.s horsesoldiers ha.d as good a 
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chance of int eree? ting th e t rains Dear' [;inhidclLe z.s e.t Belfiel d) ~'ihile 

his infantry columns at the same time >iould not have so far to mar ch . 

Should the Rebels choose to come out anti f i ght , the Irand V Corps 

viould 'be "in good position to invite them." 

\','hen he forwe;.rdeo. this inforoation to Grant, l·'1ea.Qe inquired, flAre 

t he objects t o be 2.t t e. ined c O:· ;·jT.6r~suta.te · .. ·;ith the disc.ppointmcnt \·!hich 

the publi c a.re sur e to ente r te..in if 'you. Inz.ke any mo"V en"'Lent Rnd r eturn 

\·lithout some. striking' result?" 5 

Replying a t 6 :45, Grant as s ured Hea.de , "Your a rrangements are 

se"ti s fa.c t ory, II a nd the 
6 Hobj ects t o b e attained. are of i mportance. 1I 

Grant ha.d inquired as t o when th~ .t:roops · v:ould TrlET Ch , so ·Head.e 

at 7:45 v;-ired> li the cav.E:;1ry 1;,rill mov e out 2t 3 2..!!), 8.nci the i nfc.nt ry 

at 7 a .m. n Since his last t el-sgran, several IIcontr ab:.nds l! had entered 

tLe Enion lines . ~';:~e:1 questioned> they reported that Hz.jor General 

I L?,tthe~: c. Butler ' s Con fcG.·.~r~~.te C2.v£.J_ry division h~·:.(l left the Pe tE:2:'E-

I 
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• • I Lee \'-ioilia have only one mOlL'<1ted eli vision, r"I2.jor Genera.l ~i. H. F. "Rooney" 

Lee! s) to oppose the Federal horsesoldiers. 7 

I 
I ag:aL'1. cont8.ct Eeade. If the Union c2.v2..1ry could possibly go to Belfield, 

it ';ias to do so, beCelise there vit.s said to be a large ql~antity of stores 

I ·'n'e'"8 8; stockpiled lu .t. • 

Heacie and. his staff in the meantime had prepared a ucircular ll for 

I the E}lid8.nce of the corps cOlnEl£:.naers and Brigadier General David N:c}L 

I 
Gregg, the leader of the Arl'L:i of the Potomac 1 s c£~valry. Gregg VIa.s to 

have his division or. the rCb_o. 2.t 3 to-!EOl'1:'O-;"f, to proceed via Hec.ms I 

ste.tion to thE~ FJo.:,.'cton P12xk R.ac.d, for the purpose of intercepting aEd 

C2.pturi."I1g Rebel v!2gon trains carryin8 supplies from Belfield. Should 

an opportunity .occur to inflict- "injury on the enerc.;/, II Gr6gg has to 

aVcdlhimself to it. I'he cavalryman I'jas to leave with tt1.8 V Corps one 

I 
of his cavalry regirLents and a supply train, loaded \~'ith "one and a half 

I day's forage tr arK~ his reserv-e amnunition* The troopers were to be rationed 

for ufour da~rs from to-t'.orro't[ morning.H Gregg vi"as to keep the lea.der of 

I the V Corps posted, enG. in event of an engagement he v,,-as to look to him 

I I 
I 

for orders. 9 

Hajor General Gouverneur K. ;'!arren He,S to Iilc.Y'ch his V Corps at 7 a.m. 

to J. Harg~e.ve's house, on the road lea.dj_ng from ROirc.nty Fostoffice to 

I 

Din;:d.ddie Court'r!ouss. Ther'e he t(-f2.S to take po·st insuppor't of Gre~:g I s 

I cc.valry. Ttfhen. it took the field, the V Corps He.S to be accorr:r...s·nied by 

ilL;'» batteries, one riflEd c'nci one ~f,~ooth-bore, End the usuc.l cnnoW1t of 

I e;.~:_LLJition in lirribers and c2,issons. II Like the troopers j the footsoldiers 

I '·;s.!:'e to c3.rr~;" o.lorlC four d.s.ys I r2.tions. Ninety rounds of 2.E:f::.uniti,on 
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I I • • I ".Jone; on the expedition, 50 rounds in cartridge-boxes and the r est in 
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reserve . 110ne- h.slf the usu 5.1 allo\·;a nce of ar~bul2-nces~ vlith one hos pi -

t.::~l 2.nd one medicine \·;agon to 82. ch bri€;a.de ~ t ogether ~ .. d.th o!le-ha~.f t ne 

intrenching tooJs , bes i des the pioneer tools," \'iOuld be taken by the 

corps. Should ~"iarren need reinforcements, he W2.5 t o look to the II 

10 

Najo!" General Andre'tI ;;\ . Humphreys \-~as to move out at 7 0 t clock id.th 

his tVIO II Corps divisions "not on the line to the crossing of the Vaugha,n 

rce.d over Hc.tcher I 5 C si0 RlL'1 an.d t 0 Armstrong IS l·ril1s . It He would 

. uhold these t\-:o points ' ane the CO I'!'1nut1ic2.t ions \;d.th General ~'Iarrena to 

his front and to the VI Corps in his ree~r . The II Corps \-..-as' to march 

\'ii.th tHO ~ a.t te,ries , v:h i.le the allc~:;c.r.ce 2.5 to rations , Branumition, tools, 

e.nd medical supplies would ce identical to that of 't'le.rren I s people . 11 

As a situ.e.tion could d evelop ,,!here the entire krmy of the PotOn1.e,c 

might be cal led on to t ake the field, Y~jor General John G. Parke of 

the IX Corps 2.nd Brigadier General George 'd . Getty of the VI Corps, 

along ,Ii th the lee.der of Hmnphreys ' Firs t Division (Bri'gadier General 

Nelson too Miles) , v;ere alerteu to r.o1d their cormnands ready to march 

on short notice . They • .;ere to be prepared to withdra;.r "all the troops 

I except the minilm;n. number necessary to maintain the picket-line and the 

I [~rrisons of the I'!orks." Meade I s staff .as put on call to be ready to 
12 
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acco",pany their general, Hnen he took the field at 8 a.m. 

Gerteral GrGgg by 8 : 50 p .. m .. , FebruB.ry 4, had prerared and distribut ed. 

t.c his brigade COITh1R'1ders thE; ir final instruction~; . \~nen the d.i vi.sion 

C"Y·).'. t.h .. " fl· e10' L 3 _ _ '-' at.. a . rr! .. ) the ma.rch ord.er \liould be : lIFirst) Second 

sec?r~ci , 'rhird Briga.de; third, one-h~lf the arEbulances of the 
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I • • 
I I'Jere to proceed QO~'m the Jerusalem Plank Road to Gary's Churc:ti, then 

I 
to Reams I st2.tion.l 1;lhere the comn.ander of the advance brigade, Colonel 

"'. Ir'l,.rin GreEg, ;"i2.3 to receive adciitione..l instructions... No batteries 

I 1-muld. be t2.ken along on the expedition, "mile the leader of the 3d B-ri-

g;:: .. de vi2.S to desig..'1ate one of his reglinents to report to General \'Jarren. 13 

I He2.m"Ihile.1 Gener2.1 'd8.:cren h2.0_ e.Yli'10UEce.clth~ order 2.;.1. ".fhich his V 

Corps vias to move out. Realizj.ng that there \'[oulci be dela.ys, v!arren 

I \-.ranted his division COI:T'2.nders to h2:ve their people forlt180. a.ne ready 

to march by 6:30 ,,-,r' Brigadier Gener21 Rcmeyn I:3. Ayres! Second Divi-

I sian ... .-as to have the lead., follo-:"ISd by Brigadier General Charles Griffin's 

I First Division; the artillery, Brigadier General Sa.T!luel \\'. CraHforct's 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Third Division,the ambulances, 2.nd finally the reserve ordnance via.gons. 

The usual number of spring wagons would be allot'l-ed to accomp2_ny the 

"several headquil,rters, " At 6 :30 in the morning, ,,-11 the corps' pioneers 

\'lere to assemble at Dr. Gurley's house. A three days 1 supply of beef 

cattle on the hoof "Jere to be driven along on the expedition, Gu'lrds 

r;ere to be detcl.iled to protect the CHaps du.ring the corps I absence. 14 

V Corps troo[:s currently on the picket line were to be left; when 

the long blue col1llill'is moven out, Rations to subsist the 1,400 pickets 

y;e~e to be issued by the corps' chief of COIT'll:ussary. 
15 

General HUUlphre:;rs, having served for months as }lez.de' s chief of I 
staff, ;,'JaS more SEfcuJ'ityconscious than ~'TarI'en 8.EC Gregg. Li.l.ce Gener2.1 

I Gr~,nt, he la.beled. the circular prepared for the guidence of his division 

I r:.2.!'Ch. his Second Division at 7 a.m. cio~'m V2.ughan r02.d, pe.st Curmnings 1 

I house> a.r,c. vie, 2, crossroad to the vidnity of Armstron£'s ;';:L1L 'i'here 

.' Ge ',{2.:.':". to ;os::' hi;:: troops C:.:r!.G b.old the tl8.tcr:er Eu.:n. cros::~.-LnE. OthsI' LL'lit~ 
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• • 
of Smyth I S COTrJtland v:ere tog uard t he c ross roe.d over vt"hich t he Second 

Di'/ision ~4e.d !!l..arched from Vaughe.n road and "look up t he Dunco..;"1 rQ2.d 

to:,,:"arc. the ':iatkins house . n Smy .... ~h I s colwTn 'das t o be p!'ececled by 350 

horsesol diers -' who 'tfere to drive t he Rebel vedettes beyond. Hatcher Run . 

The trooper s "rlere then to cross the stream, pushing on to Da.bney's Ni11 . 

The Thir'd Division, Brigadier Genera.l Greshoni Nott cormllan.ding ) \.Ire.s 

to follo"; Smyth . One bri gade -.'IIaS to cross Hatcher Rur" aDd hold the 

r02_ds beyond leading to Armstro ng 's and Dabney's mills . A second bri-

gade '!;jas t o be . pos t ed at t he crossing of Hatcher Ru.."'1~ "Nhile a third ,·;a.5 

to be positioned a t the point ;-:here the c rossroc.ci to Armstrong's l-'Iil l. 

leaves Vaughan road . 

During the advance ) Smyth 1 s people \·j€:re to look out for thei r right 

and. front, anci. , irl conjlLrtctioD 1'dth Hott ,' 5 division, lIestablish a l jne 

connecting with the corps picket-line near '.nhe Tucker hous e ..•• " 16 

To' insure that Smyth a.nd Nott took the field with as many effectives 

as possible, Hmnphreys issued instructions that during the night the 355 

men from Smyth's d:Lvision currentl y on picket "ere t o be rel ieved by 

soldiers from General Hiles' Fi r s t Divi s ion . Eott's pick ets ,Iould not 

be r elieved, but Hould be "iithdra.\m , ihen the division moved out, "ex-

I cepting a sufficient force to protect the caraps in t neir rear a.gainst 

I guerrillas . It l"iiles , a.t 8 a.m. on the 5th , "'j<~,S t o s end garrisons to 

I 
" . ~ . - ., t 17 ;,or1:.,s .tJnor:",· cnCi S180er • 
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THE BATTLE OF HATCHER'S RUN, FEBRUARY 5-7, 1865 

Chapter I 

He2_de 2I:.o. His Gener2.1s Prepare to Strike 

Notes 

1882), 312. 

The "ldar of th~ Recel1ion: ! ComDi18.tion of. th_~. Official Records of 

the Union and Confederate ::-I'rnies. (;,I8chington: 1880-1901)~ Series I) 

Vol. XLVI, pt. II, 367. 

Thid . . The V Corps., reinforced by the Third Di"rision of the II Corps 

and Brigadier General Davici HcE, Gregg's cavalry, in December ha.d 

destroyed the Heldon RailroEtd, a s far as the l>~eherrin River. 

Humphreys, The Virginia Carreoa; gn of '64 and :i.h 310. 

Q. fl.., Series I, Vol. XLVI, pt. II, 367-368. 

Ibid., 368. In ce.rl;r Je.nu2.r;r, the Confederate leaders had decided 

to s end General Butler with t'HO (Rutledge's and Young IS) of his 

three brigades to South Carolina. to check the adva.nce of Hajor 

Gener2,1 1tJilliaill T. Sherman I S povierful UAruy Group. II On Januc.ry 

19 an order to thit? effect vias issued. J(a.jor Gener-s-l V,ace Hampton 

about the sane time was directed to proceed. tc South CaTolinC1_ 

Q. l:C.., Series I, Vol. YJ,VI, pt. II, 368, 370. 

1""'01 01 =-=-.:::.....:.. , 

368. 

370, 380-381. 
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I • • 
I 10 ~., 370, 377-378. A telegraph line "as to be run from arrcl;/ heaci-

I 
que.rters to the II Corps I COIml~2,nQ post on Hatcher Rvn. 

11 ~-J 370, 372. Gener2.J. i-Tiles 1 division, vT.nich .,°ras posted in the 

I earthl,'!orks, yras to report during the corps t absence to army hec:dque.rters. 

12 Thid .. 370-371. -- ' 

I 13 IbicL, 382. Colonel Gregg of the 2d Brigade1Es to recall ti-ro-thirds 

I 
of the force that he he.don picket at dusk. The troopers ren12~ining 

on picket lHere to maint2.in their present line, ldithsuch modifications 

I as Colonel Gregg mlght direct... IbiS:l. 

14 Thid., 379. 

I 15 Thi.3.., 378, 379. 

I 
16 Ibid., 373-374. General l'41~s vIas to hold his eli vision, lIincluding 

the garrison of the rear vlorks -' ready to move -' exceptinE: the force 

I heretofore specified for g2.rrisons J pickets -' as the picket-line 

south of :the road runningy,rest from Fort Cunrrn.ings ",;ill reQuire to 

I be changed qui.ckly by orders from the cOITJJn&...nding general." Ibid. 

I 
17 Thi.,:!.:, 374, 375. Heretofore, Smyth's division had garrisoned 

Forts Emory an~. Siebert.. 
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I THE BATTLE Of H.4.TCHER'S RUH, FEBRUARY 5-7, 1865 

Chapt er II 

I The Confeo.erates Come Out To Fight 

I Reveille so~~deo. at 2 o'clock on February 5, 1865, in the encamp­

I n;ents occupied by Ger!8ral Gregg l s f8"st -~no -;ring cav&,lr:r division . Before 

I 
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an hour had. passed , the troopers ha.d Holfed d o'ltm e. hUY'x-ieG breakfa.st , 

squared away their gear , and saddled their horses . The three brigades 

hac been formed, Elllstered, md inspected by 3 a . m. General Gregg now 

gave the " orO., ahd t he di vis ion mo'" eO. out . The 20. E:rigade, Col onel J. 

Ir'frrn Gregg COlflJ!'E.nciing J tock the lec'"!.d 

the darkness coven the J erusalem Pla.nk 

as the l ong 

1 
Road . 

coluRn rode through 

At Gary ' s Church, the lead regiment, the 13th Pennsylvania, turned 

off the plank r oad and into a road ,l eading - H8st1tlard . The early ris ers 

were getting up, as the C01UlnIl passed \'lood ' s Shop . Daylight found the 

horsesol di e r s at Hearr,s' Station, " here Ger.e r al Gregg directed the ad-

vance into t he Halifa.x roa.d . Veterans poi...l'lted out to r epl acements sites 

associated \dth previous encounters wi th the Rebel s i n arrd about Rea.ms I 

ste.tion . At llialone ' s Crossing, t he cavalry entered the Halone ' s Bridge 

head . 

About a mile from l'Ic.lone' s Bridge, men of the 13th Pennsylvcn ia 

sighted Rebel pickets . GaptHin r.!2:the.niel S . 'Sneyd ordered the gait 

c:.l.!ickeneti . The Confederates \'ierc . Seen to s;,rlng into their s(3.dd.les and 

!'ctire rE.picil y a01 .. m the r oo.d .. Troopers of the 13th Pennsylvanie. pounded 

-2 1 on_ .~ .. cl ose O.?', t 'neir }.e~ls _ __ 11 ... -_ • 

Cr:) s ~ ing Ho r,.;a n.tJf" CreBi< , the greyclads sounded the eJ.e.rm and took 

of ri .. f'ls - pit.s . Al f;'Z' "l:.ed to:' ShOll.ts a,nc. ·shots, the rs ~ er '-ie 
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I • • I had crossed and moments before the Federals came into sight, the Con­

federates removed a TIlLTflber of planks -' ",!hieh they h2.d previously loosened 

I f-['om the bridge ~ 

I 
General Gregg, llno rode v'ath the vanguard, sen·r the fortifications 

B.nd ca.1J_ed for the comrr~nder of the 13th Penns~rlvania to fomt his 

I t_toopers for bEttIe. As soon 8.3 the c2,-:,;-a.lr:,1Een ha( ciisrtDD;'<1teo. c.nd 

horse-holders hac!. been detailed, the Pennsylvanians deployed as skir-

I rrJ.shers to the left and right of the road, u\'Jith orders to advarlce and 

I 
drive the ener"flY from his position ..•. 1: 

'rhe troopers fought their lday -' IIIndian-fashion, n toTtfard the edge 

I of. the s"'Crearr~. ~'iitDj.n a fe'd ninutes -' the blu8cod.ts had g cined the upper 

hand ar..d l,>rere able to keep the He'cels pL'1ned dOl,\iIl. Covered by the fire 

I 
I 
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of these sha.rpshooters; volunteers dashed fon'lard and repaired the bridge. 

Colonel Gregg no)" c2.lled up the 2d Pennsylvania. Putting the spurs to 

their horses, the 2d Pennsylvania Cavalry clattered across the bridge, 

scattering the Confederates, who had abandoned their position and were 

racing for their mOuIlts> in all ciirections. An officer and 15 men> less 

fleet than their comr2.des> Here overtaken by the Federals. 2 

i'iheh the march WaS rene>rsd, the 8th PennsylviLYJia Cavalry of Gregg's 

D!'igade took the lead> as the division pounded 11'f8stw-ard tONard Din .. ,d.ddie 

I CC'1.1:rthouse by vlay of the military and Vaug..1-tan roads. No further opposi­

t-iQU .... ras ~ncountered-, a,s the Yankeehorsesoldiers pounded ahead. The 

I Bricige> 

I 
'}.~,.; ..".' . . 
•• G"l .:. et.l.rea tO'liard stony Creek'. Gc~lloping into Lin'tdddi.e Co~thouse 

!:'l~ neon, troopers of the 8th Pe:l:-lsylvf;.nia surprised and captured a. 81;1811 

I Of' . 
- nlne '.-i2'2~ons. 

I 

l' :., 



I • • 
I 

b 

corr,bat .patrols. The 8th Permsylv2."lia Cavalry- rode dOvfL1 the Boydton Ple.ILl( 

I 
Hoed t~ilia.rd Belfield, "Y.;hile the 16th Pennsylva.nia Cavalry headed up the 

pl£.~~t.c roa.d in the direction of Petersburg ... A det2.c(un.ent from the 2d 

I Pennsylvania C2.valr-y ~ead.ed out the Fl2.t Foot r02.d . 

Lieuten8.nt Colonel ~1illiclI{1 A. Corrie Clnd his horsesoldiers of the 

I 8tr~ Pennsylvania drove d.o~/rn the plc'.rk rOB.d to 2. I.,;oint b eJ~ond. thec:ros s ­

ing of BV.tter'tiCoci Creek, ltJithout interc€)ting c...'1Y rr,ore lVc.gons . -SpeaY'-

I headed by Captain l\icDo \,rel l. I S squad:eon (Comp2.nies A and D) the 16t.h 

I Peni~ylvania rode up the pla(!.k road al::out five miles, overtaking 12 

\i2.gons and an ambul?nce, arId capturing three officers a.nd a dozen en­

I listed Confederates. The 1Gth Perll1.sylve,nia) not he..ving fired a shot) 

·then retraced its steps . Of the three patrols ordered . out , only the 

I 
I 
I 
I 

2d Fennp:l~v,ania excha.''1ged shots lHith the R~b81s. As they advanced dot,.m 

Flc.t Foot roa.d ) the horsesoldiers of t he 2d Pennsylvania clashed -vrith a 

,smsll mOW1ted detachrr,ent . 3 

General Gregg, a fter questioning the prisoners and the residents 

'of the village, concluded that information indicating the Rebels ~lere 

tJioving large qua.ntities of supplies into Petersburg by "l,vay of the Bo::.rdton 

"Plap.k Road v;as false. During the past ten days, he i,yote Chief of Staff 

I 
}\J5z.e..nd..er S. ~iebb there hod been ver"',j little· Ke.gon traffic along thCtt 

I roc_c. Jl~though he haG driven his men hard , only 18 viagons had been cap-

I . I:r~portant inform.Ci.t icn rcg&,rdinr Confederate troop movements ) holtlevcr ) 

I One of Gen·ere.l Robert E: . Lee 's infantx'y divisions had 

on the nio,, ','lt o_f t he 1 t" fopr nil" es • -- > "J v. ,- northe2.3t of Din-;·rid.die Ccu.rt-

I ,,·,,-C' s. This fo ree b..e.d broken e <;~:::.p a t d.9.~..,'l1 B.nd he.a. Jr:2.l'ched up the Eoydto~l 

I .. -. 
" 

, , 



r ~ 

I • • 
I 
I 

.According to the prlscL':;:::'~, Colonel B .. Huger Rutledge! s South Carolina 

Ce.'!;.:;.lr:r Erigade had gone SC_~~::. The re!'?,ainaer of Lee f s c2.valry" currently 

operating on the Southside, ";,:.-5 s2.id to be ftabout Belfield and north .to-I 
';I?r'Cl. Jarratt fs. If Becc~D.se c:" --:~~e destruction of the railroad bridge across 

I t..::e Iifenerrin River -' there Y;;: ~~2portedJ.y only e. 81:-;,11 qU2.nti ty of sup-

I 
plies at Belfield, con.seque~:=--;, Gregg decided tne.:-" ti'$k~ Of:.le~.ding: r't:is 

, .I, L 
division to th2.t poin.t Ttfasn!: YQrth _unB" r1.SK~ 

" 
Satisfied th2,t he haG. :-.-'"..::-=..icted all damage he could to .the Confeder-I 

a-te military in the Din~didc:.:_7: :·::mrthouse area, Gregg started his eli. vision 

I t<1ck for the F~o\'iant~,.. . As h~= 72Ilguard ft:"2,S turning into the rrtilita.ry roe.d 

I 
at Kidd's) ·General Gregg se:_-~ ;:. patrol dO·,'Ii1. Vepgha,n road to relay to 

Genera.l ltTa.rren- the informa t=-:::. tha t the horsesoldiers haG collected 

regarding'Recel activities -:~- :he area Q The cavalry divisi.on ,,[as back 

I 
at .t21one f s Bridge B.t 10 p.T: .• On the return march, a half dozen mounted 

I butternuts har2.ssed G:c:egg f s :-'-:~r guaro., Capta.in Olipha..l1t 1 s squadron 

(
A • 

'uomf.'anl8s 

I 
G an'" H), 16th roc:.:_,/lv2.nia Cavalry. 5 

I General Hu.rnphreys a.nd r"'.:: staff 'If ere up and about long before day-

I Check~' his order of battle at 5: 25, Humphreys 

I I 
! 

disturbed tolectrn that -:.>-; cava.lr~r officer (who VIaS to have reported 

his detachrnent 2,t 1 a.::_o ~ad not shoirm up. ~':hen he investigated, 

I 
discovered that tl:-:-:-= had been a mistake: the cavalry !,'ias 

report at 6otclock. At -~_~ design2.ted hout', l:Iajor Frank VJ-. Hess 

I 220 officers 2.nu .men 0:" _~~ 3d Pennsylvania C2.valry shovreo. up at 

I 

• 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

• • 
COEllT:unicating l'iith General SmJth, Humphreys v.ras delighted to learn. 

that the Second Division I s picket line had been relieved by troops from 

his troops "If!ere masseo. at He Dougall T s house and ,'[ere read:r and eager 

8 
to take the field .• 

At 7 0 t clock Sm;rth T s c~i visi.Oi1, precec~eC~ oz·' :'~ajor Hess end his 

troopers) took :UP the Ir.arch. L711Eediatel;y behind the Co.VE_}r-~(, 2.8 the 

Second Division turned into VaughE.D roc.d, C2!h8 Colonel Y·;illiaEl A~. 

OLllsted 1 S 1 st Brig,s.de, follm·;ed b:.- Colonel J:-La theH Eurphy~ s 2d Brigade, 

the 10th l>iass8,chusetts B6.ttery, and Lieutenant Colonel Francis E. 

Pierce's 3d Brigade. Before the column had hiked very far.doHn Vaughan 

road, Colqnel Olmsted, in cor.1pli2.Ece 'vii th instructions from Generctl 

Smyth, sent the 19th Eassachusetts forviard to support Hess' cavalry. 9 

General Eott he.d turned his di visi.on out at daybreak. Forty min-

utes before the Third Division ,;as sla.ted to move out, Lieut8n2~nt John 

Vi. Roder reported to Hott with his Wlit--Battery K, ~~th U. S. Light !I-

tillery, reinforced by a section of Battery B, 1 st Rhode Island Light 

I Artillery. 
.. 

Kett at, 7 c:..T!1 .. put his division in motion. The Third Di-

vision, ,lith Brigadier General ll.egis De Trobriand's 1st Brigade in the 

I lead, folloltled Smyth's colum .. rJ. do; .. m Vaughe .. n roc.d. Near NcDOI"lellts house, 

I one of Humphreys I staff-officers hc.iled Genere.l I·fott. HUIlLphreys wanted 

l':ott to send forward,-the brigade that '.'las to force a crossing of He.tcher 

I Eu....'1.. Hott told De Tr.obriand to accol:',pany the aide. I!lstrl~ctions at the 

I 
S?28 time lH8Y'e issued ha.ltingSrr'Jth I s divis ion. 

The 1 st Brigade C:.Ed one sec t~~on of Battery K follo!/;ed De Trobri2.nd..,\ 

I 2.S he rode through the picket line. De 'l'robriand I s mission ':,'[2.5 tHofold. 

crossi.n.g of Ha.tcher Run at 

I 



I ' 
I 
I 
I 
I 

• • 
I1rr:2.ke disposition to hold the roads leading to Armstr-ong IS 2.no. Dabne:;-t s 

rills." Screened by- Hess and his horsesoldiers, De rrrobriand T s blue-

CCE,ts 5\..,-ung Y'2.pidly along. 10 

Shots were exchanged near CWf! .. uings T house, as Hess J cavftlr;YlIlen 

chE.rged and drove Con.federate vedettes 001-1£1 the road. tov:2.rd the ford. 

I AI-,proaching Hatcher Run, i'lajor Hess and his scouts sa;,; that there ;i2S 

~. small detac0 .... TJ.ent of Rebels posted in rifle~pits on the opposite bank 

I t .. :) gU_2.rd the V2ugh2n road crossing. A hurried reconnaissance satisfied 

I 
Hess that his troopers vIould be D.nc.ble 1:.0 force a IlpassageH as planned, 

beC2use the crossing he,d been obstructed \':i th felled timber. 

I Upon recei virtg this nev,'s fron Hess, De Trobric\.nd prepared to em:ploy 

his infantry to estaoli.sh the bri.dgehead. Soldiers of the 2d U. S. Sharp-

I shooters i,.lere called up and deployed as skirmishers to the front and right 

of the Rebels 1 breastvmrks. ~1ihile the sharpshooters engaged the Johnnies, 

I the 99th and 110th Pennsyl.v2I\ia 'Iorked their .ray through the ,roods south 

I of Va.ughan r02.d. Colonel Edwin R. Biles of the 99th ,!as to take advant­

age of the diversion effected by the regula.rs ,to force a passage of Hatcher 

I F~\t.Y). at the broken dam, 200 yards beloH the crossing. 
-, 

I 
After ,;aiting about 15 minutes and hearing nothing further from Colonel 

t " 
-'1".8S, General De Trobriand rode to the left to ascertain the cause of the 

I c'el"y. As his horse trotted into the '1,0 ods , De Trobriand \'las shaken to 

~·ee the tlfO PennsylvCinia regiments 'lying QOI>m among the trees. He l,\IO.S 

1>:·'jJ·~~gJ I-ben he confronted Biles 2.nc dert'2-D.ded an expl£tna.tion. Biles 

I 
I 
I 

~:~'''·:s:rec., liThe cavalrJ""Tnen to Id n8 the run "'das impassable for f ootsoldiers J It 

~ 
. ', -! ~ 

··,:·~!.e Il ne Supposed tha.t he was to regul.s.te his l!~ovements n on the sha.rp-

ers. 

(' , 



• • 
I 'rhe JTlisll.."rlderstanding resolved., the 99th Pennsylvania, supported by 

the 11 Oth, > moved out of the "tloods and. charged across a s[£1_all, open field 

I to the bank of the r'-ln. ~"Jithoc_t, ltraiting for the bluecoats to attsrr:pt a 

crossing, the butternuts ab8.ndoned their earth"';orks and disappeared into 

I 
the ti!tlber beyond. Even ... ·,Tith no opposition, the Yar~s experienced con­

I siderable difficulty in reachi~!g the right ban..k of Hatc!:ler Ru .. n. The 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

..... 'ater \'la,8 deep and cold) the men had to Jlunp, one after the other, 

from log to log~ General De Trobriand 'If,;LS compelled to dismount and 

11 
pass the stream in similar fas:-rion. 

Having gair..ec_ the -:..rest bC":.n.k of the rlLl1 b;y 9:30, General De Trobriand 

had the mission of post:Lnf his r.,i.en. to cover the bridgehead 2.nd vratch the 

roads leading to Arm.strong IS 2.ndDabney' s mills. An arc-shaped line 1';"2.5 

laid out, crossing the t'dO roads, the right resting on the run and the 

left on a S1tiamp. * As the regiments of the 1st Brigade slo:rrly "mrked their 

rI2.y across Hatcher Run,the units filed into position. Outposts \'lere 

pushed out, connecting on the left .Ii th the captured rifle-pits in "hich 

pe Trobri2,ndposted tvro compc~nies. The brigade's nUI!lerically strongest 

regirn.E:nt, the 1 st I·~aine Heavy Artillery, \'TaS held in reserve, ready to 

move on the double to any point on the perimeter ,/nere its services Here 

required.. Observing that Rebel skirmishers occupied the woods to their 

center and right,. the Y&'"'1ks dug in. 
12 

Hean: . ."rhile) ,the division pioneers had been calleciup and. put tOi'iork 

I bridging the run. One brid.ge 'tfS.S thro;,·rn across .the strean at the Va.UghE.T! 

I 
I 
I 

rC2.d crossing and 
~ 

c'))::;)leted first. 

, . 
J.·;E~Jor Hess and his 

a second at the broken d8.K. The 12~tter bridge ~"2.S 

As soon as the bridge Has declared re2.dy for traffic, 

13 
horsesoldiers crossed end reported to De Trocric:-.nd.. 



• • I told Colonel OlTfLsted to resume the march~ The leader of the II Corps, 

I 
Generc.l Eill!!.phreys, "'<'ianted Smyth to secure a crossing of Hc~tcher Run cit 

LX.ln.strong! s Hill. After co·v-eriJ.!g the bridgehead, Sr.l~th ·,"/2.S to extend 

I to the r ig..ht beyond R. Armstrong! s house, anchoring his right on Rocky 

Er2.nch~ Preced.ed by a company of the 3d Pennsylv2nia Cavalry, the 

I SEcond Division follo;.;ed De Trobri2.ncl! 5 colw::,[1 to 'trithi.n one-~alf ndl.e 

I 
of the Vaughe.n road crossing of Hatchel' Hun. Here it turned into a 

As 

I the horsesoldiers £...?rro2.chsd Eocky Branch, they tIers f ired on by CO(1--

federate outposts~ Supported by the 19th I-Iassachusetts Infa.ntry, the 

I Pennsylv2nia.rls C('tevrgsd, driving the Rebels across the stream. A short 

I 
diste.nce beyond, the butternuts rsllied and checxed the Union cavalry. 

Three companies of the 19th Kassachusetts, deployed as skirmishers, no)'i 

I took the lead. Smashing theConfeder2.te r08.dbloek, the infe.ntry eha.sed 

the Jor..nnies across Hatcher Run. Here their adva.nce vms stopped. by the 

I 
I 

fire of sharpshooters posted in rifle-pits on the opposite bank. The 

officer in che.rge of the skirIld.shers shouted, "Take cover! n 14 

General Sr"-~h) hearing shots in the v{Qod.s off to his left, called 

I on Colonel Olmsted for aDother regiment. The brigade eor:ml~nder sent 

the 19th }fIaine. The gener2.1 told Lieutenant Colonel t,Toseph ~,J. Spculd-

I 
I 
I 

Lllg of the He.ine regiment to move his people II in. line of be.ttle off to 

the left·.11 Covered by tv.JO com:?anies, deployed as skirInishers, the 19th 

t2.i.Y"!e y.;orked its lITE::I tnrough \iloods and dense undergro;·rth. 11'ne Hainemen 

reached Hatcher rtu:''l e.r.G. Sa.~·d ri.ebel infe.ntry picketing the opposite ba.f1J<:. 

C'o 1" ~ ., , . d" . t . h' . o· • t I" ~--.:.ver2. snot,s sent.. t..Cle grey-cJ.ao.s rVlng 1ft 0 t.. ~eJ.r rlLLe-pl S, l",nlCrl 

I }:'2.r211elecl the bank 2.t a distance of about ten rods .. 

I 



r !. 

I • • 
I Sp2.uldingTs skirmishers crossed the run, one at a time on a. fa.llen tree) 

I 
2nd. took cover in a defiladed £~rea betTHeen- the Tdater and top of the banz. 

I the route pioneered by the skircishers. All his men across J S,paulding 

ad.ve..nced his skirmishers. As soon as th6y shOi,'fed themselves ) there VIaS 

I 2. sharp outburst of fir-i.nt.. :,Iith:Ln 15 minutes) the soldiers of the 19th 

I 
Haine had gained the upper ho.nd, and the Eebels took to their heels. 

Spe.ulding's skirnishers lost no ti.me in taking possession of the aban-

I doned breast"iorks. Reinforced by todO a.dditioncJ. comranies) the skir-

wishers extended to the Visual conte.ct ",;as soon established 

I ~rith the picket Ii-It8 of the 19th }''I?~ss8.chusetts on the north side of 

Hatcher Run. 15 

I 1fuile the 19th 1-1aine WetS carving out a bridgehea.d J Genera.}. Sv.yth 

I 
proceeded to deploy- his eli vision, keeping in mind General HUJEphreys' 

instructions to extend to the right. The troops Wvlere marched up the 

I road leading to Arnstrongl s house and placed in line of battle. Colonel 

Ol'llsted's brigade ,cas posted \>lith its left flan.k (the 19th Na.ssa.chusetts) 

I resting on Hatcher Eun,and in contC'.ct 1"~ith the 19th lIe-ine on the south 

I 
bank. The grOl.Ll1d occupied by"m.uch of. the 1 st Bri[ade was in a field, 

fc;,cing the ~ioods. SkLcmishers advanced into the pines, v,'hile the rest 

I O f t' . t t J " • b t . _ . De t.roops \.oj-ere pu 0 ""lDrn:: erec L~n.g . reas ltJorKS. As the 7th liichigan 

anc the 1st l'Linnesote. advanceo. into the timber to the left and front, 

I :hey drOVe in- Confeder2.te pick8t:-:::> c2_ptu.ring two. 
16 

I 
Colonel I·"iathe'.-; 11~urphy's 2d Bri§':ade 't-f2.S I=osted on the right of 

Cl::,sted's, its :-cight resting on Roc~-,:y Brancn4 1'he line clang vhich 

I 1')~!'phy! 3 troops entrenched. :;v,'2.s in adV2nce of the Arrnstrong house and 

I 



I • • I ;-:2.5 adva!'!ced as picKets . 

Shor~ly before nooD, a unit from the 3d Brigade , the 1st Delav~re, re-

I }:Grted to Colonel l'Iurphy . 'l'he Dela.',t.;a.re people were posted on the right. J 

I 
"refusing their right ;or.ing, with their t\'lO right cCElpanies thro;"m perpendi-

cvlarly t o the rea.r.H About 100 yard s in front of his right , across the 

I intervening clee.red grol~ncl, l:it~rph;r could see t ree profile of E. Rebel redoubt, 

(;ith "connecting curtc'dns .1I ~'jhile the soldiers 1llere' diggi ng in, a gLln em-

I 
I 

. pla,~ed in this ;'lork sent an oeca.sional round screarring overhead, but beyond 

sc:ak ing up the recrui ts dOL'1g no damage . 17 

The 3d Brigc.de W2.S to constitute Smyth I s r eady r eserve) consequently , it 

I ""s Jl1.2.ssed "under cover of a slight ridge , " near Armstrong I S . Colonel 

~' '' 'FieZ:-,ce by noon h2.o. been c2.11ed upon for four ll..nits , besides the 1 st Dela:, .. ~_re . 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

At 11 a . In . the 7th \"Test Virgi nia Bat tal i on ,JaS ordered to r eport to Colonel 

'plmsted. Led by ,a staff-officer , the ~vfest Virginians crossed Hatcher rtun on 

:e,: darn) under a galli ng small-arrns T f ire) and took posit ion alongside the 19th 

· tai!l~; The 14th Connecticut ,JaS rushed up from the reserve to be posted in 

iu'pport of t \.ro sect i ons of the 1 Cth J.:assachusetts Bat tery . The left section, 

l ' ~'~ 
. . ~~,u\" ene_'1t Hilbrezr Green cOE:.rr'2.ncing) hk'l. d ... emplaced 

'r 
i ts 10- pounder Parrotts 

')i • . -: 

.. n~;r ;roung Armstr:ont: ' shouse, cor-.marlding Duncan road a.nd coveri ng t he front 

(~cd ' .:r2g..f-tt of the Second Divi sion; the center section had unlimbered its 

l'l.,f1OO Parrotts to cOITJnand t he ford a.cross Ha,t cher Hun an d Smyth I 5 l eft 

Lieuten2.nt r.] 1 G " . vO.ODe-'o -eorge 1 
Hopper adY2.Tlced Hi th his battalion of 

10th He1'l York to reinforce Olmsted I s ski rmish line, 'tfnile c.t 2 p . m. 

12th 1',:~T •.• ' T - ~ erssy viaS org2.r..izec into f a tigl.le parti es E.nri detailed. to 

.:' .. .::. t. r .. ·.1C t. a corGlJ.roy. r oad . 18 

,. 
I.:' cr:~L2.1. ~<o tt l S 

~ 
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I • • I ii-:;.ugha n road t o CUITJllings 1 hous e . Here !·Iott called a bri ef -halt . In pur-

I 
$' . .:..s:-:.ce ;·rith i~reac.e I s mas ter plan.., lIott sent Colonel Robert KcAllister I s 3d 

E:·iga.06 d01,m a v-.ood r02-cJ. t ot·rard Tucker' s . l·IcAllister "ras to pJ..e.c e hi s 

I crga.l1i zation i n i1l i ne o f batt.le near t he Tucker hous e, a c ross t he r oad 

les.ding past it, 2nd t o t hr oH out pick ets -;" ,,-e11 to the f ront) connectitl.g 

I "t neffi "'(lith the Second Di vis:i_anpickct E; on ... [ t heJ l eft; also, t o gu2.rd 

I 
I 

" r h o J 0 , < I' \ie..:..1 • ... L . lS r~g..'1 v •. Colonel Georte S:. l,'iest 'l s 2ci Brigade -W"e.s t o push 

19 
on d-o~'m Va.u.ghan roe.G to Hatcher- It.tU1 , 

~Jithjn a. shor t tifl!6> }·fcAl listerls infe.ntr,Y nc!.Q filed i nto positi on 

i n' the \>ioods 2.t Tucker I S . A -line of outposts \'jas established and rr:.a.nned 

I by t he 120th Ne'·i York 2.nd the 11 th He;r J ersey, end a connection Ir>E.de ;.,i th 

I 
I 
I 

I 

Eurphy 's Second Di vision pi ckets al ong a ca r t r oad. l'''[cP~lis ter spent most 

of. t he f orenoon expl oring t he ,,-oods i n f ront of t he sector occupi ed by his 

" : brig~de , f amiliari zing himsel f v;ith the topogr2.phy . 
20 

A.t 12 :30 orders I-iere r ecei ved from Genera.l Hun:phreys to build breast-

\ iorks. HcAllister 's peo ple ;'lent to wo r k I-iith a ".r.i.ll. NcAllister feared 

t he. t a Rebel .cohunn might i nf i l trat e the groun d bebieen hi s r i ght and a 

bran.cll of Arthur SHe.mp , so he had hi s s oldiers ext end their r i f le-pit s in 

that direct i on . 21 

Gener2.1 Humphreys had been stud:ring his InB.ps . On rio i ng s o, he con­

I c2.u.cied tha.t , if past experi enc es 1tre:ce 2. f,uide , the Confed erates wou.ld soon 

l ee.ve the pr otec t i on of t hei r f ortifications, 2.nd l a:unco a 'v igorous" cOW1 te r -

I 2.~tack . Xtunphreys f elt tb.a t t he Rebels v;ouJ.d airr. t!';.ei r i niti<? l bl ovi a t the 

I (;.!,~c. oet \'leen Hat cher Run an¢. the headw-aters of Arthur !: ... ·rarn.p , where Smyth I 5 

£< :;:j. l·rcft.llister! s men \'iere entr·enchirl.g . Consequent 1y, Hi)mphrey~ rode t o hi s 

I. l'i ~-::-~t, to e:<:arnine Smy--th 's c..nd !<cAllist er ' s positions. The corps COh'!.18.CCe r 

I 18 

'. 

.'. , 
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1 • • 1 S2.',.j that KcAllister! s briga.de ,although it 1.-ras stretched to the bre.e.kLYlg 

:t=<.lint J 1'IaS unable to cover the ;-r.-ride exr2nse of front bet1,reen. Rocky Bra.n.ch 

1 2.,"0 

1 After eheeki."lg .. lith Gener2.l Ee2.de> Humphreys 2.t 2 p.m. telegraphed 

Ge~_eral I:-Iiles.,to dispc,tch 110, strong brigade to relieve. ~ .i"lcAllister in 

1 ::he position n.01·r occu~;ieci b;y him neST the Tv.cker house. n 
22 

iL"r1able en.d vigorous officer" Hiles did not quibble. Contacting 

1 the leader of his 4th Brigade, Colonel Jo0.nRa.msey, the generc.l told hirn 

1 to move out l'lith 2.11 of his "dispose,ole force." 

could be turned out lITJ:'e:r 2.IT1'S end in light marching order, Colonel Ramsey 

As soon 2.3- the soldiers 

1 put his col1.lli:n in motion dOi-i:,-'1 V2.lJ.ghc:x~ r02_d. 
23 

1 they 

I. [2.de 

f.'Iiles-, after he Sali\'" Rarn.sey-' s troops hit the r02.d., 1tiire.d H1L'Tlphreys th2.t 

"iere en .routeto Tucker I so. If all ~Jent according to schedule, the bri-

24 
should be there by 3 :45. 

Ramsey' s ~_people marched more rapidly than anticipe.ted.- At 3 :30 a rr:8m-

1 ber of Ramsey's staff rode up to l:[cA1lister's comnand post>"and h2.nded the 

lec.der of the 3d BrigEde e. co lJY of G8nerc:.l tumphreys-' 2 0 ' clock telegram. 

1 By this r.our} KcAllisteT" s blueco[o,ts h2.d ne2.rly cOI!1pleted the line of ",.arks 

1 on -,,,hieh they had oeen 'iOrking. 

e.ffect of this bombshell., Colonel R81l,-sey rode up B.t the hec.cl of his brigc .. de, 

Before HcAllister could recover from the 

1 Inside of 30 minutes, R2It.se:,.rt s soldiers he,d replaced Hc~.11ist8r' s in 

t::>s rifle-pits ar.d along the picl:et line. .After be.:Lng relieved, NcAllister 

1 ;'0:~;(.C· his regirn.~nts in 2. field 200 Y2.rd.s behind the fortifications, ~hile 
adjutc.nt-general, Captain cJorJ..n F. Fil1.ke~n.eier)to di v"ision head-

for fresh instruction.s. Needless to say, i'~cAllistcrl s solcLi.ers 

1 c. lot of complaining about h2.'/i.!1g the fruits of their 12.bor enjoyed 

~. ',~l " , .. ,' fcc 

I 

.... 
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I 
2.rIa.s 

p~earn-rhile, aCCOTE!)c,nied by Generc:.l l'-Iott) \','est I s b:cige-cie had reached 

I Ec.t(;t"ler Enn to fin.d De Trocrie.:::.d I S blu8coc:ts ia pO~S8ssJ..on of the opposite 

0-3-1"LK and the pioneers bridging the stre2,Jrr. }lott told \';est 1::.0 form his 

I brigade into b2.ttle line 2.C:;:'QSS Va.ughan road.. 

I 
-r;~'hile 1'[est I :3 inf;::J1 try 1,;';2.3 t2.i<::ing position, Generals HDr:phreys end 

Eott CrOSS8o. Ha.tcher F~un to ins96ct t~1e bridgehe2.d. Before returning to 

'I the east 'oc;.nk, H1)r~r;hreys outliT~ed to Gen.e:'2.1 De l'ro'criand aiKl f;Ie.jor Hess 

11h2.t their next HO-I,res should be. De TrobrianC: vtccS to pusc~ out c::long 

I'Vaughan roa.d, "so as to tal{e possession of the D2.bne:r's Hill road at F. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 

Keys 1 house. n Hess and. his horsesoldiers \:I8r8 to open comi"(Hl.l1icc.tions 

rd.ththe 19th Ea1.'1e at Armstrongts Ford. A 30-man outpost 1'';2,5 to be 

;esta~lished by tbe major at Dabney's I-Till. 26 

Hess, ha,ving the snallercommE1Ild, moved first. On the road to 

, 
Jl.!!T:strongl S Ford) one-fourth mile be~lond the perimeter held by De Tro~ 

'briand's infa,ntry,' Hess' cav2J,r,' encountered Rebel pickets.' The grey-

Cl~.C.3 Tt.-ere formed .s.long the edge of a.. ... ';006 2nd posted behind a rail fence. 

C");;~;:c_n,;r i~, C"oT::lir Louis };:. "tJ' 11- e' co,.·n,,,,,...,c:-j n'-_ <J.r'_ ~ .. v ........ _ .. L ._ _.. ... _ l!.o(iC-1' L __ 0) dismoutrt,ed aD.d ordered 

in the Rebels) but they viere too strong. Major Hess called for 

r' 
'-,Ct:P2--l1Y E to ch2.rge) rrDunted, on COE'pcny A's J.eft, ll'ihi.le Comp2,n~y N ad-

v::'.::ced on t ,] ... I ..1. 

S l .1..8 1 S rl.§~hu. S1,'.Jeeping fO!'Tt;ard j the Yc~nl::s routed the butter-

behind the fer;.cB) capturing five. As they felt their Hay 

~lconsid'?,rt,ole force. U CG u1.ci 
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r.c t dislodge these r~~~'3d - foot~ -:~diers) unless he \'ius reinforced . 

~':-'::.-l - -" -G · , ,' l ' • • .l..' , t · ~'Jhen nOvl.l.L e\.:. c.: _ ~U.S) ~e~.,=-:,c. .!.. rrunpnreyS Q.lreCt..eQ Hess 0 re""urn to 

:~.: r.an ro~c.J and or:,.;:;~_ - -co rre:nnic:.:.ions ','fith the V Corps at J. Hargraves '. 

) ... i'i;,er a t".'io- mile riC.:: -:'()~T2.rd -HE::~raves', ness I vanguard viE.S -fired. ·on by 

~ ::iT!ers posted in trl-:' ~in(;s ea,E-: of Ve~ughan r oad . 27 

Colone l ~'!est 2.t _ P.lTL. h<?c:. ,~ro sseci Hatcher iiurJ. ~!..-ith his origa.de . 

en do i rtg s o , he h2.cl ~::.-:€dline ·)f battle \'lith his right .J:'€sting on Vaugh.;.n 

l "-'; (l.d and his l eft, ..... ":"_::--. h-c~S Ye:""..:.sed. ) a.nchored on the run . De Trooriand 

· .. ~s now free to t .::.K(' ::.: ;:;s::'slo:::.)f the Ca.nney 's lllll ro"C'.o . Three regiments) 

b;o f rom his c ri[E_C:" ::.e 40th : : ~;'i York ant the 11 0th Pennsylv2.nia ) and one 

froT!.i Tfiest l s (t he 105:. ?ennsyl~.· :: ::ia) Here ent rusted ~·~ith this mission. As 

t~ey pressed for;,-,'c.rc:: ~(~ e Y2-nkE:: footsoJ.diers 51,:fept be.ck the Rebel pickets, 
<: <,,';:> :. 

'~nd ,'soon ,gair.led thei:-: ~oal. 
" '~" 

When Hes,s I cav2.~~-:; ba.t t ,3.1 i : :"'1 vIas fired on) a8 it f e1 tits tray G!long 

V~,(;' f)1an r oe,d , the 10;:-:: Pennsyl.·,.nia ,ras ordered to horsesolQiers I ass ist -

tnce ; . Supported by ", ' . :; i nfant,,-, the trooper s charged andsr.ashed the 

Eebel roa.dbl ock. Th:: .:::::'-vance 2-:.. :mg Va.ugr~n road ~'ias 'contLn.ued till con­

te,Ct.· ",·:e..s e~tablisheC: -=-~h the '.j :orps . After rerorting to Genera l Tlarren, 

t:;e column retracec: :. steps, s~_d l·rajor Hess notified General Humphr'eys 

"'_ G~ t.!lt:.t +- h .. ~ r . <.c 
w _ oao. 1:12.5 0;'-:"., 

From at'ap the t: :' ~:':?_1 to ~de!' ".: ehino. Fort Fisher, signa.l corps pe:rsonnel 

t !lfd.r 2~:··::nt unCl er oGs ervation . At 3: 1 5 p.m. these 

: '::·::,) .-:::1e "',"!'neui ~ ,.-; ... . j.''!lJ..e s 

C~_ ~Ars ,,;er;: :'SSUf;G. a l erting the d ivision- comrt2..1.'1ders to 

; 
( .:-, 
i;'" , , 

. 
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1 

Fast e:'''Cpcriences, I1eny of theE bitter, enabled veter2.!l officers and 1 
::;6:1. of th~ A.nny of the Potor!1c~c to kno"l about what Gener2.1 Ro"bert E. Lee 

1 c.n.d his people's res}::'onse to their surge tOYTard the Boydton- ?lank Haad 

1 
)':'Juld be ~ T;''1cleecl, thf.:y --;','sr8 able to caJ .. cli.la.te just cbout the length of 

time it "..rould t2ke Lee end hj.s gener'2ls to re2dy a pO;'ierful count€:I' '010'.1. 

1 Lee vras atter::ding church in Petersburg, when an aide entered, and, 

in 2. hushed voice, told his geaeral th2.t Union infEntry 0..c.d forced. a 

I: passage of Hatcher Run. at the Vaughan road. crossing. Lee 1-[aited quietl;y 

I: until cOEuEunion then) contr2.ry to his custom, "If-rent ~~:L th the first grau;: 

to the chancel. He recei.ved the cOIflaunion and., t2.king up his h2.t and 

1- ~ t' 1 ~t' ". 1 30 g aves ITom ne pe'd, 81 lnrrnec.1E.-Ce y. 1 
Before ridL"1g for the point of danger, Lee stopped in at 'his head-

1 quc:rters for a fe ..... : rrinutes. A telegrc,El \'[CtS d.isr;atched at 2 :45., relaying 

1 
I1et~"S of the Union advance to the ",jar Lepartment) and aYLYlouncing that the 

general vIas preparing to meet the foe. 31 At the same time> Chief of 

Artillery ;'[illiam Pendleton ~'ias notified.,. If The €n8hiY are advancing 1 
on the Vaughan roc.a, ca.v2,lry cnd infantry crossing at Hatcherts L-sic 7 

1 Run. This may' be a strong rc:.ove;;~ent. Have the a.rtillery on the vln:01e 

1 
line on the alert and in readiness for any emergency. 11 32 

In the past., the Federals had alvlays rna.de a thrust north of thE; Jc.r".es 

1 to;·:-c.rd Richr:Dnd, in. conjunction ,,'nth attempts to extend their left J so 

I,ongstreet vr8.S contE'~ct£:d. Longstreet in turn 

1 (l.lsrted his subordinates charged ... ·d.th gLw.rding the approaches to Pi.chIIDnd 

ti:z.t Gener~l Lee lIantici~)CLtes a simultaneous move on our left.tt 33 

1 To co'p~; ~,'.'ith this ne;-r Union offensive, Gener2.1 Lee he,d a.v2.il2.hle 8, 

1 



I • I 1'82.QJ- reservE: of four infantr::r ci:i.visions and. one <iivision of caY2.lr;:/. 
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D€cez-;:oer 8, 1864. 

Gener2.1 Gordon in tn8 meantirn.e f!c"d c2nped tC;.8 di vis5.on cOIi",xnandecl by 

'Srigadier Ger..eral Cleri';.ent A.' :Evans on. tr.e EoJ·-dton Plc:nk ?oc.d, a.Dout one 

!-,tile northea.3t of Burgess f 1,::iLl. 

det2.iled to picket I-Iatcnel' Hur~; froL viherEJ the fort:ific2.tions hel.d by 

~sjor Gener2.1 Henr~j' Heth I s right flf'xJ-:.: origsde 2.ncho:ced on the stre2.In 

+r. ~ :o·,,'n-,+ ' e~""'" c' .'-..1 e I. .... ..; ~ ..:-.- ..c.J.~V c .;-v!1 ~ un. road. C:r-OSSLYlg. EOI'sesoldierG fror:-~ Genera 1 

Rooney Lee t s cav&.1:cy di visjJ)n ;"ie!'8 ch2.rged. '4th covering the era ssings of 

the ROHe.nty 4 On Febr<':.2.!'-';I 5 solciiert; fron~ Pegre.Z'l I s eli vision \tIere n'£;.nni...Dg 

35 
picket line. 

Up till nOvI Gordon IS corpsheJcl se8~ no 2.ction since returning frorc 

the Valley, Ttfhere it hc_d suffersd diS8.sters of ~fhich the veterans- didn It 

J.i2-ce to tE.lk. 

t;~~ supber'.:J 'Jicti.lre cf ~. ~·5. ?e;:::r£ ~} for,~_8r J.:/ thE; 10',"el·2'-- Ee~-t~,. 
Cc_!:r~ of' E2.~_';c.=::,.ors, z.ne. 2.. c:-ci_cie of at.ol) .. t t-::;.;o 1.,r8sks, ~i2XlclEo:~~ely 
m.owltec., and G8ner2,~" Lee, on foot, ' .. Jithhis bene. :cE:8t:Lng OF:. her' 
horse J s neck, 6ng,s.6ec~ in cOrnr€:r3~tj .. on b12ile 2'ffai tin[ til e corr!.itlE 
of tns eli vision to be l'evieT.>:ec.. by Generc:l Lee. You C2TI iInagine 
t~le splendor of the group: &, oe2.1.J.tiful -:'-ro[:'":2.rl., C. no"(·le r;:2.n in 
2.ppec.I'c.:'"":.c e G.rlC1 eV8~c:r 0 t~!.e:l:' res pect ~ ar..d 2. hCiTi.d.soKe ho:cse. 36 

•. c;: ~<V::l~-:) 
y 
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• 
45,_ \-lQuld be 2~v&iJ..able for the counterattack Lee 1'ias 

-... 
0.l':,TlS1.0i.l) except squc.drons out on piCl-::8t, 

on short forc,ge for r::.cnths-. 

left:. to FE,tCflS:C HU:l on the right. 

-Arthur S'ri3.!ap nez.cing s8ve:.. ... al hu.:'1dred yards north'd8st of Boisseau I s houss 

s8p2rated Hs-cft I s left froiL'. Uilcox's right. FrOln right to left Heth IS 

brigades vTsre pos"ted; Brigadier General John ":J 
.!.~ • Cooke I s ,Colonel ~·Jj~li2.r!1 

}:cComb t s, Brigadier General Joseph H. Dav~s f, and Brigadier Genera.l 

"lilli~'1l R. ~lacRa,e! s. Three of ~\IilcoxI s foul' br:l..£,9.des 1'[ere in the "iorks--

VcGo'-'a~ , . t' -" ~ '.':' ". '" .~~ S 0':'1 ne rlgn v, Lane!s L"1 the center, end Scales' on the left. 

itilcox'-s other brigade, ThoEl2.s I" he.S north of the Appo!ne..ttox and had 

been st2tioned tl~ere sj_nce July 4. 39 

Acconpc.nied by his sta.ff) Genere.l Lee 2,t 3 0 t clock rode 'Out of 

Petersburg) taking the Boydton Plenk HOE.d. Alre2.d~T) a number of Lee's 

Gener2.1 l·:c.hone 1,-12,8 SJ.C.K') 30 Brig£.dier Ge~ler-2.1Jo5S'ph FinegE.rl) a.s 

2 -'::;:~:'8r ("J~._Tice~'" ' --'-' __ -'-. pres cr::. ~) ~:,u.rlied out tne divis ion. .. ~~s soon 2.5 the brj_ gade 

C2,r-:::.pS. 
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1 • 1 took Cox road, \·,hil e others follovJed the Boydton Plal1..k road . Unj.on siEOl"l 

1 
1 
I 
1 
I 

;:ersonnel statioi"leci in the to vier' behind Fort Fisher kept sect ions of these 

r-0e:.(~S under ooser--v2.t ion. It i,·[&.S 3 p . r:l . oefore the men.. in t!1e to·:ter ~2.U f.:-,t 

their f irst glimpse of one of Finegan I s brigades ) Ilgoing ctt quick time to 

40 
our left on the Cox road. 11 

An hour 8e.rlier, Gsner e.1 ·liil.cQX nE.c: cont2.ctec~ 2-rige.di,e:r Genera.l 

Sc.:nuel r'icG~)i·lan . The le8.der of the South Carolina Brige.de ;';as told by 

his superior to prepare his men to ta1.ce the field . The order to mov~ 

out cam.e \v'ithi n the -hour . Upon lep-ying his CCJi~p at Boi sseau ' s, EcGO~\i2r:. 

had his l ead r agiE!ent, the 1st South Carolina) f2:11 in behind EacH2.e ' s 

-.1 J;"orth Carolinic;ns . The SOl.ith Carolina Eriga.de follo<:·red l·:acP:.ae ' 5 troop~ 

do;-m the ,,-.rorks to'.·;D.rd Hatc;-;8!' hun . i·iee.!' the center of flett1s camps, 

1 tcC--Q\..;a,n called a hel t. Taking position behind the breastv.rol'ks, the 

1 
SOttth Ca.rolinians nervously fingered their rifle-;;lUsk ets, as they 

.listened to the r a ttle of musketI"J arId the roar of' cannon i n the ;.mods 

1 . to' their front . ,"uest i oning several soldiers \-iho ",ere guarding the huts, 

the South Carolini ~ns lec.rned t he.t the troops formerly holding th i s sec -

1 tor) Davi s t Nississippi ans -' hc.d been ordered. ou.t to attack Union troops 

feeling their Oi".y up Duncan rOc'1.d . 41 

1 Gener;;.l Gordon ., learr..ing of the Union advance) h2.Q ord.ered out 

I b5.ns ' and Pegram's divisions . North of Hatcher B.un, E'IU!S had marched 

his t hree brig;,des from their cantps' to Burgess ' Hill, then dmm the ncrth 

·1 b ·.nk o f the run to the line of ~i,o'rks in f.ront of Gene r al Cooke 1s t,·r.inter 

1 
'~'lc. rter$ 6 The di vis ion then r;-~oved to t h e l eft 2.1ong the ~.v rks) about one 

'.: "l ·...:....:..e . A.ft.er.;. brief ha.lt) Eva.ns ' € t'€.:icla.d.s at 4 p . m. crossed the for-ti -

1 
1 25 



r 
I • I Eef6re 'enterL.--ig the :;~vocds c.nd u..l1dcrbrush skirting ' Rocky Brc.:!ch) :E.'vans fanned 

r:'t:. d.ivision 'in~o battle line) Brigadier General ~'·;·i lli8..I!i 1'crry ' s Virginia 

I :· - ! ' lc~·de . .' I n t.J.ne 

I C8;iter) and Colonel John H. Lo~.'re' s Georgia. Brig2. d.e on the right . .After 

thE. brige.de cOTIUl1.anders report ed th2.t th ey had cCElplet ed their dispos i tions ) 

I G:': i"if;!'al· EV2.ns t o ld therrl that they ;.:ere t o gu5.de on 'l'erry . He -C hen ' If:c~ved 
rds battl'e line f o r ward .. 'I'he (13. vision adv2.nced t o l,'ihere the artillerists 

I· !·.d unl:L-nbered their vms a nd hEltEd . Skirr:is.hers "jer e pushed out, as 

/1 
I 

t he batt eries shelled the · .. iG O;~. f:· to t(.€ frc;nt . 

Heth ' had rre. s sed his divis ion on th e l eft of EV2J1S 1 troops . Hheri 

he c.dvanc ed ., Heth v-i01..11d do so on e. t 1..rc-brigE1.de front. Cook e ' 5 and 

reComb i s brige.des 

II t necounterattack : 

SUPFort ed by Da.vis ' ana. l·~a cRae f s , \oiould s pearhead 

General Lee re2ched t he f i eld about the time -that 

I Heth and Evans Here completing · their pr eparations . 

lete, Lee decided to s end Heth I s t roops f OY"I;aro , although Finega n I s cli -

Since t he hour has 

.1 vis ion'io.s not.yet up. 42 

South of Ha.tcner nun , Ge neral Pegr am prepo..red to resist the Union 

:1 col u.'PJl that pad es t ablishec'. a bri0.gehea0. on the >les 'o side of Hatcher Run . 

I *** 

I About 3 0 T clock Heth' s Confeder 2.t es bega.n probing the s ec tor held by 

. S:_:~yth I s l eft flank bri ga.de, Ol!nsteQ IS . J\ t hrust · 2. "€2.ins t- the····picket line 

I Short.ly t hereafter , 

I 
~'-

':'~:;-""';l~ • "l" d .t. • J' b " , . h 1 " t 1'1 • 9t· ti l· • ~ t." - - ,. \ . S g!'eYC..Lac.s e:QVc.EC E... Lto-:.·:z.r a ('he rl. Qgene~.Q € ...... o 0 ",;/ ...... e J h !'.i.a.l ne 

Colonel Spaulding r einfo r ced the 

I ><·ple 'posted in t he ri fl e-Fits ,:,li th t v-JO fresh conpe.:nies) and the F.:ehf~l$ 

.' . ' ~ .'-' } <':' .• '. ~ • -. . ...... .e.c:c , 

I 
--~- . . .. - - . . 



I ~ • 
I ['~l all.-out asse.ul.:i(. on his left, so he h2..d, Colonel Olmsted deploy t.he 20th 

r[~.ss~chusetts as skirmishers to plug a gap that had opened bet'1!sen l:urphy' s 

I [:LC l-l:cAJ.listeT! 5 left. 43 

I 
Trt~-o Rebel batteries a. t 4 9' clock began shelling l·~urphyt s breast'/Jorks. 

\;'hile one b2.ttery hcr:O!'1lereo. the brig2.de! s left) the guns e::nplaced in a 1'e-

I 't:c:.:.bt poundec_ his frex!..t. Sat-i_slicd th2:L the Confeder'c_ces ;:.;ere enciec.vor­

:!Jtg to soften up hiE position prepa.ro.tory to attacking) Eurphy asked the 

I c',~r~noneers of the 10th Massachusetts Battery to hold their fire) 1-ihile 

I 
se:lding r,-rord for his pickets to keep their e:i82 open. 

HcAllister in the me8.ntiE't€ hc"d J!l.0ved to carry out his instructions 

I to post his brig2~de on P.2.Ese~r' s ·l~ft. His right regirtlents '.'[ere just 

f5:J.ing into position, when Heth struck. Advancing in double line of 

I battle, covered by a strong skirmish line, -Heth' s division pressed for-

I 
on the left and right of Rocky Branch. Yankee pickets fired a reI'! 

sC<.ttered shots and fled. Colonel EcAllister bellow-ed, "Double-Quick!" 

I 'inC. his troops quickly completed their deployment. 

Lieutenant Colonel John 1,';~illian of H,,:uuphreys t staff ga.lloped up at 

I this moment, shouting tha.t a gap had. opened on the right, where. Ramsey's 

{:ri€.ade had closed to the right. To cope ,lith this situation, the rea.r 

I l'0~~inlent (the 11th r·;'e;.·[ J erse:;l) VIas diverted froT.c!. the left. As men of 

I ::-:(; 11th Ne1:i Jersey scrambled into position behind the breast'tforks, 

f" .... .:: _' ..... ' .. ··-~!hJer1eQ pickets, DBny of them belonging to the Secon.d Division) ran 

I . 
'~:::·\~i:·C. them. A RebEl o2.ttel'Y) enlpl2.ceC: to the left and. rear of Thoj",ipson's 

I 
she·Iled the bluecoo.ts) hur-ring them along. Noments after the 11 th 

tJ S:.~se-:I he.d occu)ied the 1iO]:'ks, Heth I s skirri,ishers sheltered in the 

I er:d I'& vine to the left opened fire. 

I 



I ' 

1 • 'I t~.tt.a.lion of the 8th iJeu Jersey founCi itself -with no protection, except 

trees and underbrush . Follo\-dng hard on the heels of the x·etrea.ting 

1 s..~i.c~e t s , Heth : s bc.ttl~ lin~s .s.ppe2.red in front of the sector defended 

1 
by the 8th . Neltf J erse~r . 'l'he NevI JerseJ'· regiment greeted the butternuts 

,,.nth a terrific volley, c2.using ther,l to fall back in confusion. Age,in, 

1 't:iey a,d.vanc eci. i;l strong: fo rce;l sE:erd.ngly u-YJ..rnindful of the Yanks T. fir e -, 

2.nd took cover behind stumps e.nd fell ed timber €c.st of Rocky Branch . 

I 
1 

1 
1 

'l'r.us sheltered, the Johrmies punished the exposed \'iing of the 8th New 

,Jersey . 

From left t o rig!1t, t he 120th Netll York , the 7th Ne','i Jersey, and the 

efter volley ,ripped into the oncoming Confedere.tes , cutting d Ov-iYl officers 

45 and men, and cOIT.pelli...n.g them to recoil •.. 

tl'Iest of Rocky Branch, I!,vans t skirmishers assailed the right of hur -

1 phyls picket line defended by the 182d Ne!ti York. The Ney.[ Yorkers and 

butternuts engaged in a spirited fire-fi ght. After about 15 minutes, 

1 t.he Johnnies pulled back . ThB" Rebel artiller~l nO;-j resuIrled its bow.bard­

ment of Hurphyls main-line of resistance . V-ih ile the Yanks ,,-ere exchang-

_I ir:g mutua.l congratula.tions at having beaten off t.r.e Sou.therners, Evans f 

1 f"Z'eyclads c a;:iG on a second t irr!.e , but again they ~';er e repulsed by Nurphy ' s 

I 
ColonE.l -r-rurph;-,r at·· th~s time' '''las disc',oled , a winie ball strik-

1 :;'~E ~:L'n in the knee . After tUI'tling conm(t;nd of t!l8 brigade over to the 

1 
S':;:~io !' regimental cOE:B.noer, Colonel Je.,mes P. l·IcIvor of .. the 170th Ne\o{ 

,;-::. :'~:) ~!urphy Has ca rriec. to a field hospita.l. 46 

1 
Genere.l St""iyth, lec.rning that his pickets ec~st of Hocky 2r&.nch viere 

1 '-1"'. 
L.:. 



1 • • 
1 a battalion of t he hth Ohio froG his reserve brigade. 

Simultaneously;o .orders viere given for the 14th COP_i'lecticut t o chanr€ 

1 front to the right c;,nd tcke p:osition cove r' ing Rocky Br c..nch . Although the~r 

hc..d to cross C.n a re2. S\'iept by artiller::~ ) the ConIlecticut regi."'!lent II changed 

1 front f or.'lar d on first cOElf2.ny, bringing ... l-itsJ line 2.t a right a,ngle 

1 'f.:j.th the li~'1e attacked. II The 12th Ne:d J ers ey hE.d :returned from its r o[:.d. 

; 

1 
1 

1 
1 

.. 1 
'1 

1 
1 
1 

building assignment just as Smyth ,·'as prepe.ring to move out "ith the 4th 

OHo and the 108th Ne," York. A change in plans was reade. Since he be-

lieved. t r:a. t t \-ro regirrrents ~'lould be sufficient for the Ir'is sion, Smyth ' 

cross ed t he bra"ch 2.t the head of the 4th Ohio and the 12th New Jersey 

to discover 1-!cAllister ' s I:"en UfjJ.ing j_n to occupy that" ground that ... 

[heJ>. i nt end.ed to occvpy .... 11 St'Wth a.ccoro.ingly ordered the Ohio 

battalion to report back to Colonel pierce, "hile the 12th NeH J ersey 

"',,"5 posted in support of EcAllister 's briga.cie . The 108th Die\'! York in 

the me~~time had been ereployed to bolster OL~sted's picket lL~e. 47 

·' THO sect~ons of. the 10th K2.ssachusetts Battery ;./ere emplaced west 

of Rocky Branch 2.t the hour of · Heth fs advance. General· S~-thJ seeing 

t rE.t t he butternuts 1'jere ririving tO~""f~rd the 30D- yard g2.p separating h i s 

right from EcAllister's left , sent Hord for Lieutenant J. l'iebb Adams to 

;,1',eel his gun~ about . Since being unli.':lbered , Adams' and Green ' s sections 

had been only slightly engE.ged, having. firt3d an occasional round at the 

C·::.n:'10ns to their front 1'ihich were~ harassLYJ.g . Kurphy, s infantry. Green, 

··(r~:0se s octio'" 1'-<:>5 .! n b··+tD-(""'o;f nea r young Ary{'.s.tronco:.'s, found that on r e -... _ 1 • . ~c.. ..1.. .1 o;:.-.u "'-_ ... 

Vo;;!'~ing his 10-pounder P&.rrotts tr.a t he \-!as c.ble to enfilE.rie the a,dv2nc-

in(~ Ftebel 1 i..Y1 es , 300 yards t.o his f rent . Adcj!~ s ' pieces f rom near the 

1 r·):< deliv ered !Ian oolique fire on ~'te ceClter and l eft !! of Het '! ' s br..ttle 

1 2c . , 
• 
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U}Tever did shells do mOl'8 effective 1-.ork, II bragged the battery's 

[listori2.n: 

than did those fired. b:/ these t~;,,-o s8ct:Lons. Their op;:ort,unlt.~~ 
,,\'2.8 a T2.re one, al."1C: Eost rarel:,- did the:r impro\l,e it. The Rebel 
advance first appeared irl vie ... ·r in 2, somei;·JhE.t scattered tract of 
vioods, In2.inly pines 211G. oaks, and 2mid these the havoc ",:-as greatest. 
Five TIleD 1'rere c.ftey·v;aro.s fOlJ.!ld l:ring dead near 2. tree, killed by 
a shell i;;uich, s:L7J.gularl:,. enough, first rasseo. cOYilDletely through 
the tru.nk· of the tree, 8Jq:lodir:g on the fv.rtheI' si~le. h8 

As soon 2.8 Beth I s attack begc~n, General r'~ott, VIho "ltfaS at the Vaughc.n 

.1 r02.d crosslllg, sent. C.n [dci.e to see ho"!": Colonel I'~cAllister "HaS doing. The 

1 
zte.ff-officer retc.,rnE:C: I,.-i th nc;':s th2.t, LcAllister H"'.'fcS.s most gcllantly en-~ 

cour2.ging his COK:.t'-:-c2.nd, II end that he hc.d sent "1'iord that he VIas fighting 

1 idth and ;"Jithout breast-"'.'{orks.; also, that he could l,'mip the rebels c.'tfay. tI 

.Although Hott. li.k:ed NcAllister T s spirit, he determined to rush him some 

.1 2ssistance. At 5 p.m. ord.ersvlere issued for Colonel illest to pull tTtJo 

regirr~ents out of thebridgehe2.d and march them to the point of danger. 

1 
1 
,I 

1 
I 
1 
°1 

1 
1 

In obedi.ence ;,·.Jith these instructions, I'Jest directe.c. the 141 st PelID-

syIvC-.'lia and the 1 st l,i~ass2.chusetts Eeavy Artillery to recross Hatcher 

Ru..Yl and to report to Colonel 1,kAllister near Tucker t s. Shortly after 

tnese two units hao. rrLovec~ out, 1',:-est v;a.s irtstructed by Hott to hasten 

to HcAllis'Gerl s assistance ;rltn all his brigade, except tne 105th 

Pen.nsylvani2 i-ihich "-/as on pEttrol. 1 .. 9 

All told, General Eethle:u.pched three attacks aga,inst the sector 

def"ended by HcAllister t s reinforced.brig:::4c.e. Colonel EcAllister re-

t211ed that not long after the initi2.1 repulse: 

the '''tell-lenoi'm Rebel yell rolled. out on the evening breeze, 
E-nd on Y1}sheci their massed colUIEDs. Ey line Dm-;" opened a 
most c.estructive fire, ..• aeain t1}.8 enerrcY v!ere reE)ulsed. 1'he 
fire slc.ckenin£ some, I rode 2,long the lines 8ncouragil'1.g the 
men to st-:'.nci. firE EIicl. the da.:, .,·,ould be ou.rs. They all stru.ck 
u.p the SOflg rl~1Llly E.X'ollnd the Fl2.[, Eoys. II The :-,:ecels l'eplie(, 
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I~{e "ri.=-~ rally around your flag, boys! n 'The heavy firinrz 
had nc,c' ceased for the tir.:.€ be~ng, bl.:.t the pcuse was of 
, '- - ... ,- T' n" 1 ·rE' 1 J ., 1 ,.' .£> snorT.. c..:ra-c,lOD. ne neoe~ •• -L ri€L.{l idl1..!1 nlS .Lamons 

fighti:-_~ division lll.2_c.e c. rush for the gc.p in our lines -' ... 
but ou::.--- bO~TS were ready for thei;;'" and as' the de.rkness of 
the nii~;.t had. closed in upon us) the disc~la.rge of musketry 
and bUI'J.ing, flashing p01;,'der, illuminating the battle-scene., ... 
e.nd ths loud thundering of the 2.rtil1ery) mc~de the scene one 
of mors then or6inary gr&ndeur. ~'Te then rolled ba.ck the 
Rebel (. ::ll'J]nS f o!' the lcs t tir:!.8. 50 

I Before :-:eth's third. 2.tt2ck, the 1L~1st Pen.nsylvania and the 1st Eassc.­

I c:tusetts Hec:~-y Artillery reinforced NcAllister. 'J.1he Pennsylvani2.Ds took 

the lead as ~he t"VIO regiF!.ents filed into position in a fi eld in support 

I of'~·:cAllistE_:·'s battle li.."le. Here the ne,,·;'CQi::ers "iere exposed to a severe 

$rrp~l-arrn,s I :"ire. 

I 
Colonel ~'[e8t arrived. vii, th the heE.d of his collmm at C!, most opportune 

I moment fQr t:~e Army of the Potomac. A strong force of Hethls greyclads, 

I 
adva.l1cing dc,i!} the eest bank of Rocky Branch, ,vias threatening to turn 

l:cAllister t s left. ~'iest I s lead regiment, tne 57th Pennsylvcu1if'., deployed 

I 
battle ::'ine on the double. Ch2.rging into the rottom) the Pennsylvc.n-

checkec the Confederates I surge. Follm·Fing C1.0S8 on the heels of the 

I soldi€:~s of the 5th f.'lichigc:,n forned on the Fen.'lsJrlvc~niens t left. 

I .. pressing :'orHa,rd, the l>'ichig&nders p&sssd a number of Second Division 

sold.iers) ;,.:1:: {lad been routed from the pic~et line, huddled behind trees. 

I 
" < Le" long af:'-2:' ~'iest s'1d his men h2..Q taken posit.ion, night clotied in, Etno., 

51. 

I Along -::~,~e front held by Har!1.ssyl s briEEc~£;) there ~das 2.ction on the 

~icket line ~l front of the t"ltO left f12.nk regir:.ents--the 64th !'·jev-r York 

I t::e. the 53d :ennsylv::.~1ia. To assist 1,kAl1ister I S hard-pressed troops 

I 
the colonels of these trdoreSllllsnts hp_Q their men IIfire 

front • .• J thu.s 3 1,;_bjeettng t~e to 2. cross-fire. 1t 52 

I ;,1 



I • • 
I ]juring the night, patrols "ere thru.'m out and reoccupied the picket 

from waieh the Second Division hc~d been dislodged. A s core or more 

Kere. encow.'ltered 8.bout the l,'/oods) c, ..... td.) 2fter being 

I c:'samed, they .,ere forwc,rded to the provost-2arshal for interroga.tion. 

I,:':.:'::'ZB nUE:be:cs of m.en ,,;,;'e1'8 turned to by tneir officers erecting breast;'iDrKs 

I .:.:. <1 felliJ.'1g tiF:.ber on either side of HockJ- Branch. Troops not assigned to 

I f~:igue parties and outpost duty "iere permitted to rest on their arms. 

Checking with his ciivision comrn2.nders) General Hurilphreys learned 

53 

I t',"t the TIlen 1'iho '"ore the "Clover Leaf" had suffered 125 casualties in 

th~ engagement, ",,-hile Recel losses -v.'"ere Hcorr.paratively severe and must 

,. t' "" ' II 5/,. Deen SlX or seven lrr;.8S gre2. L>81' GnE.rr ours. . 

I 
At 5:30, vihile Heth I s at.te.ck ... ;2-.8 at its height, General }'iiles 'i.-as 

c!irected by his'corps corrmBnder to have a second brigade report· to Colonel 

I F;c,;ser. Hiles designated the brigade led by Colonel George 'Ton Schack, 

who marched to Tucker's house "Jith four of his regiments (the 7th, 52d, 

I 
I 

35t h, 2nd 111 th [lie\'[ York Volunteers). , 
vThen Von Schack reported, Hamsey 

had" him form his troops on the right of his brigade. At the time of the 

!!'Ci·icomers1 arrival, the firing to the left had nearly cecsed., After re-

l· ~,,,' • ··~;._nLl'1g m line about th..ree hours, during "ihich tim.e his troops were en-

I 
f"·[€d i.."l thro;;ing up earth'dorks, Hamsey told Von Schack that t he crisis 

I ,'ring passed, he v.:asta return to his camp. 55 

I 
I 
I 
I 

Genera,l F'ineg2.n had reached the scene of the fighting ll'iith his cii­

v:.~;icn a.bout the tirrLetb:. t Beth 'd2.S Kounting his third assault. Taking 

f>:' t.:",iz-3.nce of the lateness of the hour, it ",',"2.5 already starting to get 

k) ~nd. the fact that the Federals had entrenched, General Lee decided 

~~ c()nt:5.nuing the 2,ction. Oi"ders 'fiBre issued for Heth to recall his 

32 
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I • • I troops. Covered by Evans' skinnishers, Heth pulled back. Despite the 

dzd'".ness and the viOods J there v/as little confusion as the Confedera.tes 

I t:;.)}.:e contact "lith the Federals and \fjithdrm'f behind L'1tO their fortifi-

I 
cations. 

Evans' troops J in c.ccordance ..... r:it h instructions J marched back to 

I thEir qU8,rters -' vihile Fineg2_n 1 s division bivou2.cked for tne night 2.D 

rear of Heth I scamps. HcGo':"ran.' s South Carolinians l .. Iere alerted when 

I t~Ltvis} Nississippians returned from the fight. The next Dorning) 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 

N~'Goh'an' s brig&.de returned to its sector. 56 

ueuC:r<LL \I[arren's V Corps had marched from its camps at 7 a.m., 

5, turning into Halifax road at Globe Tavern. Three squadrons 

Ohio Cavalry -' "r[hieh ha.d reported to Harren, had the 188.0.) 

by Ayres I Second Division, Griffin's First Division, and 

\;ta}iford 1 s Third Division.' Behi:.f1d GFiffin 1 s bluecoats) a.nd in front 

'5) 1>[81'e 12 field guns) "rith eight horses hitched to 82.ch 

caisson. The trains brought up the rear. 57 

!l.o~n?y:: .. Postoffice, the column left Halifax road, tzking the 

road to Ro~{antyCreek." Captc~in Emr;.or B. Cope of Harren IS 

rode "':rith the c2.valry. It vias hoped that the horsesoldiers by a 

t.2sh might seize honk 1 s Neck B:r.idge) before the Confedera.tes 

destroy '"-he • .c. structure. The area bet1tfeen Halifax road and ROH2nty 

h.;).S n~"'..,· 1 
J,~lr _y open for L{1.B.t region. v,jhattimber there ~i'ias •.• skirted 

E.'ven se) the Rebels hE,d obstructed the 

33 
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road, so the cavalry I s march "WaS sloided . 

I t "'le.S 10 a._ . m ~ before the 6th Ohio Cava.lry reached the Ro~tianty, v;here 

the troopers ~ound the bririge destroyed , a..r:d the s-treC!.E deep ~.nd unford-

. able. As if this It:-eren 't bad enough, there ~'[ere rifle-pits on the oppo-

site side . Behind these brea.stHorks , a sU!.all but determined band of 

F,:ebels haC. taken cover, prer:;e.red to ,d.ispute the crossing. Gapta.in John 

.. ;S~.xon ' of · th'e 6th Ohio c.ismounted one of his squadl'ons) deploying the 

;' ~\:~rcopers as skirmis hers . PostcG. behin(j recsn~l:/ erected barricades J 

'._ the Johnnies more t[L2.n held thelr Ol:n1 a gainst the Y.?_nkec cavalry . 

Generals ~v2_rrcn and Ayres nO:d r ode up , 2..ccoE1p2nied by Ayres I lead 

".,briga,de , Colonel J.snes G"'rfJ'n ' s . After conversing hurriedly yr.!. th Ca.ptain 

-;' Cope, i'iarren to ld AYTes to hav.e G"''I~m and pis infa."r1.try establish a bricige-

j h~ad . 
:,- ,.' 

'I, ;, 
,:":.,,,: " : GI;yn moved promptly. The 190th and 191 st PenIlsylvani2. were s.dva.nced 

<'5 skirmishers , supported by the 4th Delal\'&r" . hhil" soldiers of the 4th 

,,' pelal'lare kept the Rebels pirll1ed dovm by pouring volley after volley into 

:-. -~~e breasthorks , the Penns~;lvanians 'Horked their vlay down to the water 1 s 
.,' . 

edge. The stream \-[as 60 fe et. \'lid e B.t this point , and \<:here there HeS 

"slack water there was ic e . Overcoming these difficulties, the foot-
.,. ",i';" I~': :' " ' 

'-_soldiers effected a crossing by svlimming and vlading, and a fe'.; on the 

;i.c .. e. . G' • 1 • th R b 1 f al.ning the ldest b2.r.:....J..c, t"he Permsy_vanians rout"ed 1 e ~e e s rom 

·'tl-:,€l'·",_ '-1 . . ..!.. 2~ 58 r~! e-plt.s, C2..l/0urlng .) . 

',' " Trees ~'JE:re nO;"J fell ed. b:l the pioneers to f acilitate the crossing of 

, ' 
, ~!'!e re· .. "_"_' 1'.r'e1' of G I b' -Q' .... M ltryn 5 ' rlgc. e . 'l'he brigctde then pushed out a,bout one-

tel_f'"l . , . ",' J !ttl. e, h2.1ted , and took posJ..t j,on covering t,ne b rlugetleaCi . 

GeZ!eral r/2.rrcn took perso!'lal conur.a,nd of the pi oneers and f a Ligue pal·ti(;s 

< 



• • 
given the task of bridging the RO'Vlanty. A bridge for the passage of the 

c,:,,-'.slry hael been completed by 1 p.m~", but it 1;ias 3 :45 before ita. bridg~ 

pr2.ctica.ble for trle artillery and trains If -v.Jas declared open for traffic. 59 

At 11 :30 0' clock ':iarren had forv.;arded. a messe.ge to Hei'.de' s head-

qt.;.crters, reporting tr't{l,t his troops had forced their vmy across the 

p"S yet, he fl2_cL "'" hecxd nothing from GreggCL'lQ the cavalry. vv 

Chief of Staff hebb at ::the same hour i'lrote ~'Jarren .that Humpnre:ls r 

.troops had forced a. crossing of Hatcher Run. The teleg;.caph hEd been ex-

tended to the Ve.ughan rOed crossing, 1rfher€ lor the time be.Lng Genera.l 

61 
Headehad establi.shed his COYiJIi!C.r:d post. 

11he corps, as rapidly' as it crossed the RO\'Janty, moved out the lIonk 1 s 

Neck road to its intersection 'v!ith Va.ughan roc.c 4 Ca.pta.in Cope took the 

6th Ohio Caval~J and. pushed on-ahei'.d, proceeding dowD Vaughan road to 

Little Catta.il Creek. Here Cope met Ha.jor Henry E. Trem8in of General 

Gregg's staff, ",ho tersely explained that the caWllry division, having 

been at DimJid.die Courthouse several hours before, ",as currently en route 

back to Nalone's Bridee, \',j'here it itiaS to bivouac for the' night. Contact 

'h"GS also rode at this tili18 l,-.ri th the patrol (He.jor Hess t) sent down Vaughan 

62 
.l:'oad by General HtUliphreys. 

·lm.mediately after Cope's and Tremain's conve:csation, a mounted Rebel 

}'atrol led by General Rooney Lee C2.me pounding up Vaughan road from Lin-

~d.6,die Courthouse. Accorcing to Gener.e.l ";arren, lithe meeting 't[as 'q~ite 

tl.nexpected to them. from the'!d2.y the~T scam.pered off, and to me, as I had 

~~uPposed General Gregg v;'Ould send inform2.tion to rue as soon as he uncovered 

t>,r. ,....,..... , 
',,,, "-'-Jaa le.::.ding to my position4 The enelTlY' s cavElry thus picked up one 

;::.:- t~iO stragglers and caught sight of our infantry 4 ••• It 

63 
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His troops -having reached J. Hargrave! s, Harren sa~·: th2.t t he divisions 

took their assigned positions 4 General Ayres t troops covered the Quaker 

";i.G other road.s leadi:lg north; General Griffin f S l.;,-ere posted on Oliver 

Chappell's i'arTI1, ~·,;atching V2,ughan road 8.nd the roads to the west; Cr8J'/-

ford I S people Viere positioned in a i'i eld eest of Vaughan road., the artj.l-

l~r:f end. trains perked 

T/1Jhile the men vIho v.-ore the H2.1tese cross on their caps ".'Jere g2.thered 

(rtoundtheir campfires bre'tiing 'coffee and discussing the de.y' s events, 

they were st2.rtled to hear heav:r firing off t.o the northeast. 
6" 

J'6hnnies have found the II Corps j II they told one c.Dother. ) 

At" 5 0 I clock, ':[hile the fighting .:?clong l'lcAllister t 5 front \';2.5 raging, 

'General l'~e.sd.e issued orders, for Gregg to reportinu;~ediately to !rie.rren, 

,a'thhis cava.lry division. A covering letter 1:[2.3 2.ddressed to VarreD, 

app:rising him of this development. V.fhen Gregg sho,'/ed. up, Eeade v{anted 

)'Jarren to place the eavalryrnen on the left of his inf.sE try. At'El"';/ head-

qua,rters also "ri.shed ~'iarren to knovf that the Rebels had assailed Hl..unphreys t 

but they hod been repulsed. It might become necessary, however, 

66 
me.rch the V Corps up Va.ughan r02.d to support Humphreys. 

Heth's attack on the II Corps' right me.de it vital that the Army of 

the PotOI"!'laC :rnaint2,in its grip on the section of Vaugba,n r08,d oetvleen 

n€~rob:::.'"'iand I s bridgehead 2nd ~';arren t s corps. LDstructions were issued 

f?!' ~liarren t.o rold 1;D... th his comrr:.and Ita point in the vicinity of l'oIr. Ear-

E'l't:.V"e t s 2...D.dErs. Dc.vis 1 instec~d of the point designated. as J. Hargrave 1 s It 

b~' ." . . 67 
U..l...S l..nSlrruCl.:,J.Oi:1S. 

The courier v;iththis order re2.cnoci ':farrents cocr~·0.r:d post at 6:45~ 

"~.l:;~ hir:~) :~:arr€n. learned tha.t it he.d. becone necess2.ry to recall .r2.rt of 

to a.ss5 . .st the soldiers strueglin;:: to 
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contain the Confederate counterattack east of Hatcher Run. Checking his 

field maps on vihich he had plotted his troop positions., \~!arren sa'.'[ tr.e. t 

, .. h" . t l' L' + .. (~ ., ,- C ... to cor2pJ..;Y :;"ill,_ f_ea.de s at..eSlIlnSuX".1.CT..lOnS lor t,ne V ·orps 1:00 be lD 

force at the junction of the Honk's Neck and. Vaughan roads) ,he l'[ould 

he.ve to recall Crcvl.ford I s divj_sion~ ~'jnen this '.-ras done) Griff:L"1 w'ould 

r.eve to IIm.2.ke arre..rtge:-:,erlts to hold. trl8 r02e to Dim··r:I .. cl.die Court-House ..•. 11 

era/fford's troops ~~-ere collecting "'.TOod and build.ing fires, Ilthe 

night being ver~'" cold and the men vreary after the long march of the day, II 

j.;henorders 1fere barked to f2.11 in. The division then returned to t,he 
69 

juilction of the l·iortk f s Neck and Vaughan rOE.ds. 

Nean1dhile, the intelJ5geK8 people at Feade f s headquarters had been 

.9.u~stioning deserters, viho told thel:i Lieutenct.[1t G~ner21 PJnbrose P. Hil11s 

entire corps, reinforced by other divisions" Has massing to assail the 

II Corps. Consequently, it might become necessary to recall the V Corps 

to bolster HW.I1phreys. rrthis occurred, 1;.Jarren vIas to move his troops 

a~ong Vaughan road, bringjng \'1-ith hinl only his IIreserve a.mmunition, send-

1ng eveIJ-thing e ls€" artillery, ambula.nces, and 1,IIagons, back 

70 
with General 

Gregg.n This disp2.tch ,·ras in :j;clrren IS hc~nds at 8 p.rn. 

~Ieade by 90 t clock had made his decision~ Tda.rren \'I2..S to w.arch his 

Co~" ' 1'T' ' ..(.... "[' h T).,' " •• t th L "'}JS Vla. ~aug~an roaQ 1...00 t" 8,"(,C er .t\.\..lD,. ana cross one Ol VlSlon 0 - e e2.S v 

Side. 11he other tHO ~'i€r€ to hold a line from Armstrongfs Eill to De Tro-
• 

b!'i~nd 1 s bridgehead" 'whose troops the V Corps vlas t a relieve. ll1Jarren ld2.S 

, . 
v.) 0 ring ',Jith hin a.ll of Gregg's caval.ry, except those hot'sesohliers de-

tailed to escort 

It took the st2.ff-officer" entrusted v·;'i th this corfJ!mnic2.tion, 30 

~·'·'::".::.u'ces to rid.e froH an[lY hee.dquE.rters to vFarrc::1' s COE;.iil.?~nd post. 

save Griffin, 1tihose division ':[2.8 to t,ske 

68 



I • • -I t.~;~~.lea.d., Y·f2.$ to IT'JE.rch as soon as he could recall his pickets. On reach-

1 
1 
I 

1,1 
1>1 

I 

['I 

I 

1 
1 
I 
1 

Ec:~tcher Hun) U[l~ess instructed differently by General Heade, Griffin 

to relieve De Trobri~:nd. The irfS)~;On train 'fi2S to follOi1f Griffin, E~nd 

t~1~, cormr,ander of the First Division \,,-as to see that it p~rkedas necr the 

crossing as feE..sible. 
72 

So rt,ilch time K8.S lost relieving the pickets that it'wa,s nearly mid­

before Griffin t s bluecoc:.ts ~tFere I!fa.irl;y on the road. lI 73 The .:tra:L~s 

75 
brought u~ the rear. 

vic.S 11 p.n. before Gregg learned ,that he was to join Generccl h2Tren. 

let his lr:en 2.r'.d horses ~~et another hour 1 s rest) before he hc:'"d his 

iIl'U!,eO" cormlanOeTS 2.rouse their units. At 1 a.t:l~) Februz.ry6) the cavalry 

broke camp. Harching via the stage and 1<onk I s Neck roads, Gregg 

Iclock, near the Vaughan road crossing of Gravelly Eun, reported to 

"[arren. V;j-arren gave Gregg his first mission: he and his troopers 

o cover the corps' movement to Hatcher ReUl. 

"'ilhile Ylaiting for Cravlford's "footsoldiers to cross Gravelly Run, Gregg 

;;QS1;eCi Brig2.dJer.Gener&.l Henry E. Davies I 1st Brigade to cover the approaches 

stream. Troopers of the 2d and 3d Brigades took advantage of tr~s 

respite to disr::ount, ~u.ild fires, and prep2.re coffee. Both the infantry and 

The night '>'i2.S very cold--the roads 

frozen hard before mornins. 
76 

• By 6 a.n. sl1 the y Corps' pe~ple hac~ re&.ched.the left b2.Dk of 

Gl"?. Yell \r h'Uln 
oJ .J., 1. 
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Hatcher RlLl1. and t he RO~Ianty had caused the Feder8.1 leE.ders first 

corr;nit additional troops and then change their pla.ns. Genera.l l~':ec.de 

2.:)0 p .. IIl. had telegraphed General Grant 1 s City 

that bridgehe2.ds h2.d been estE.blished by the II and V Corps. In forc-

lng a crossing of Hatche-c' F~UX1, the II Corps had captured nine prisoners) 

from gener2.1 ?egrcIn.! s inf2:itr,Y di.vision. So far) nothing he"d 08en 

OI'''',C of Gregg 2nd his c2."(.t£~lry. Information "~Tung from the prisoners 

1.Ieade &>'1Q his steff to believe that General Lee might l!2ttempt to 

bet· .. .J6sn vrarren ahd H:UInphreys. It To cope v£ith this possibility) 

decided to call up Generc.l Pa.rke I s reserve division. 
77 

At the time this decision ;:i2.S TIlE.O.e, Parke's IX Cot'ps held the front 

AppOELB.ttox to Batter~y'· No.- x..xrv 1'rith its First 2.ndSecond Divisions. 

C-eneral John F. Hartranft I s Third Division >!as in reserve. Parke 

vEith, N:eadets "circular lf had 2,lerted Hartra.nft tolDld his 

rea.dy t.o march from their c2.mps at a :moment I s notice. rl'he message 

to "send General Hartranft t s division, v,d.thout artillery) promptly 

rapidly d01Hl the V2.ughan road, to report to" Gener2_l Humphreys at 

78 
bal;cher- Run ,rc.s received at1 :45. 

To augrnent the IX Corps,should the Rebels take advantage of the 

of Hartra.nft t s peo pIe to la.unch an att2.ck on the IX Corps' 

: sector 
'", ,,) orders v.fere issued by Hee_de for' thei~ngineer Brig2.de to rr~rch 

There tr:.e le[~der of _the 

brigade) Colonel ~·;"esle:,.'- Bra.ine:-cG) 1r,'c.S to report to Parke. 
79 

Hartranft.' s troops moved out of their ca.m'ps in light maTching order. 

£;1 4 . . p.m. .. the division, ':ihich had been massed near Fort Blaisd.ell, h2.d 

{:l.:.·?h<2c:' on, te.kiIlg the rOEd. th2.t led ~.;est·,·!Grd c,nd crossed the T,",feldon Ec;.':.l-



• • 
'~~,l€S beyond Fort Siebert, Hartranft r eported to General Humphreys . The 

. II Cor ps 1 lead.er yfaS delighted. to see that the reinforcing colUJrl.ll \'las 

Hurnphreys positioned Hart r anft on R.amsey 's right , "d.th orders to have 

his men entrench IDElediatel:r • After his troops r12~d b een posted, Hartrc.nft 

f(ll.!.!ld that his left rest ed " Oi'1 c . .... d.<ie ) jr!.penetrable svJSlllP , II end his right 

"i ' few rods Ln front of Cl aypool ' s hou.se. The general di rection of his 
: ,,',,~.' . ',:._\: ~ 

. :: "",' / ,~,,' . 
',' '-l,lne i'las north and south. By daylight the di"vision IIh2..d a 

~o: ":, ~ 

;XfkS 1, 000 yards in length .... II 80 
A-/i~~;:;:·· .. 

good line of 

?:j~::~;1.:;~. Heth t s assa ul ts on _Hurol.phreys 1 right b.F..d caused iiieade a fev{ anxious 

I I i 
I ' I I 

.. «~;;,~ .. 
> :r:C~":!~e1 ts ~ At 5;]0 p . m. Brig2.dier Gener e.l GeoY'ge \'1_ Getty of the VI Corps 

that portion of one division 

in the ''iOrkSi and hold it in readiness to move at a 

l ; ;~.:,:\, :,~t)' ·1~'. .I. '1-I ,.;.;1:);,_,e.:1o '5 notice ." '['he division recalle~ 1 'J<J's to be concentrated on 

.J .' t: ·;:;:;:.~l,f:ughe.n rba.d just out side the works . II 

I I :~~t~'tt:: ::o::::'~ ~::d ':::' ;:,:~::;,:::' .::::, ':::::: :::ok 
I i ' -:~'1;~1'eaton coltl.manding> rec.dy to rr.arch to Hwnphreys I a.ssistance .. ·But to do 

, \: :~W:".Ge:ty ,{ould ha~e to "distribute" h~o of his divisions to hold with 

I ; ' £t~~ ' ";hat had formerly b een occupied by three . Troops of the Third 

I 
" ', \ '. , , . 
. ~lvision l'ier? di rected to extend ' on the right, and take position on 

.' 
4 · ':" 

',,' (is line bet"een ,Fort ';;ads\'Iorth end Battery No . X;QV, currently , defended 

I ;. ' -{., c.~J. 82 
.:'y • .. ::l .... c::.von 1 s blueco2.tS . These ch2.nges took time . 

I 
At 6:30 Chief of Staffvieob t elegraphed Getty th2_t as sool1 es 

--I 
I ' , I 

! ~ :~ ::-t!'a. i':.ft I S colurr!..rt passed, he ..... las to put y!hea ton t s division in mot ion . 

·i.; : ~~ the ?~ebels hurled a thirci attack a ge.irrst Humphreys I lines, Hebb 

I 

,-
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• • 
let it move at once .• _ .. It 83 . 

Getty) on checkL1'lg founa that HartrE.nft's colUInn "'i·!&.S passing) so he 

84 
vihe:?ton to fo110\'/ as soon as the road OWeS cle-sr. 

General.- ~'Iheaton checked his v.ratch\{hen -his division moved out: it 

8 p.Tll. Ne8,r Fort Siebert) one of Humphreys f ste.fi'-officers hailed 

telline him. th£.t he VfcSS Hta form on 2,lld cov6:,ing the Squirrel 

" to the right of Hartranft1s IX Cox:os division. Soon after 

s lead brigade marched up) the rlght of the IX Corps 1,-,'0.5 est-

and Vlheo.ton form.eel his line-~the 3d Brige..6e on. the left; the 

Brigad_e on the right; the 2d Brigade in reserve, in rear of the left 

line \v~'1ich rested near Cle.:.rpool1 shouse.. 111e right of Lieutenant 

Ed'r.-lard L. Campbell 1 s 1 st Brigade reached nearly to the abatis 

fl:'Onlting Fort Cumrdngs. All of \',neaton' s troops '-[ere in position by 

viithin tIdO hours "an excellent rifle-pit· had been constructed 

along our front and slashing's made across the two Svlamps through 

our line ran o " 85 

l'feade at 6:45 p.m. hadtele€,-raphed Grant that HT.::ilphreys! troops, 

that hour h2.d reoulsed all Confederate attacks. Even so, orders '" -

issued calling up 2. VI Corps division. At this' time) Nec:.de 

the' V Corps ltJaS in position at Hargra.ve T s) about three and 

miles southwest of the Vaughan r0ad crossing of Hatcher Run. 

C''l''C'""a'~: " :"" .... cb nc.Q Deen to Dinv.'iddie Courthouse) but as there ~:,~2.S little militc.ry 

~.rsffic On t,he Boydton Plan.l..c Road, he had returned to r':alone t S Bridge. 

t~\~e!'s he,d gone out for Gregg ·to -join Warren. 

EV2.1uating t.he Confederates I actions, 11eade 10!2.8 of the opinion that 

G2ners.l Lee plBX1!led !lt~ turn Humphreys I right and cuI:, our COF:T1unic&tions 

our- " -..Ll.ne of rlro;~+:s. 1I Besides ~,nd Ccr-ps eli vi s iOrlf > 

t ,," 



• • • • 

• • 
r~ .' , ,~p .... ters had reporteci the presence of units from Beth t sand r;:ahone IS com-
','. ,~ '.l ,....... . -

Ur.J;ess there ~'Iere ne"';-[ developmec'1.ts,Heade informed Gre.nt, he pro-

to nle&'v8 Humphreys anQ Wa.rren in their present positions, T .. Ji th 

86 
tiir'Bctlons to support 8e-ell other. II 

Grant, a firm :believer i.n the pO",Ter of ,the o.fl'enj):iJi'e", ~2.\'; the 'situation 

• c different light thc,{! did the conservatj_ve Hee.cie. Replying to his 

• • • 
-'. 1 

I 

• .: 

• • 

comrr:andert s telegrctm, Grant at 7: 15 directed Heade to rec2.11 v',Jarren 

cavalry. Upon theirarri val at t he Vaughan road crossing, Ivleade 

to recover the initi2.tive, fo1101,1[ up the Confederate repulse, and 

for the South Sicie&.ilroc,d. 
87 

At 8:22 NeE.de notified Gr8,nt th2.t orders had been issued v.Qthdra:vJing 

and the cavalry. EUJEphreys at the same time had b 8en directed uta 

developments, and to a.tt-ack, if advantageous, and drive the enemy 

their ',Drks. II Patrols haci reported that the foe had a strong li11e 

passing through the Clements" house. Unless his soldiers could 

this line, Heade felt they could "hardly reach the Boydton plank 

or South Side R2,ilroad vuthout a flank movement considerably to 

88 
II 

}leade, before retiring, fon;a.rded to Grant a summary of the day1s 

;;ctivities. If; in the morning, he found the Rebels that had assailed 

'EUDp~nI'e;ys t right still outside the works, he ~''IJ·ould "attc_ck ano. drive him 
89 

into them, taking advantage -of an;ything disclosed by the-operation. It 

• 

42 
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THE BATTLE OF HATCE,LR'S RWJ, FEBRUARY 5-7, 1865 

Chapter II 

The Confederates CO!cl8 Ou.t TQ Fight 

Notes 

Ohio C2.valry -' :LY1 accordance l"ri th instructions, 1ffaS cietc::,ched and 

ordered. to report to General ~·J2.rren. The 1 st Brigade Vfas camped 

at~,{estbrook's house -' one rrd.le ,,'fest ,of }iicCan:Ci' s st2.tion, on the 

Norfo12-<:, & Petersburg Hailro2.cL 

Toid., 115, 366, 36,-368, 370. LYl thjs clash, the 2d Pennsylvania 

lost killec., 2 \';"ounc.ed, and 1 missing. 

Ibid., 115, 117, 368, 369, 370. In addition to the ,,-agans, the 

8th Pennsylvania captured 50 mules and ten men. 

o. ]i. , C> • verles I, Vol. XLVI, pt. II, 409-410. 

Q. Bo· , Series I, Vol. XLVI, pt. I, 116, 366, 368, 370, 371 • 

Ibid. , 191 ; O. g. , " " ....,erl8S I, Vol. XLVI, pt. II, 396. 

Q. g., Series I, Vol. "yj,VI, pt. I, 195. At 8 a .m. the 39th Ne,'i York 

,Ias placed in garrison at Fort Enory, -,;hile the "J 25th Ne,1 York oc-

cupied Fort Siebert. 

~., 212. 

T1 "d ~., • 
212, 21L" 215. 

At this stage of the conflict, Smyth's ci.ivision 

nU!D.bered L',-,607 effecti ves. T2~£.·) 191. 

Ibid., 191, 22~.. The cavalr: .... had a t,;iofold mission, beEides driving 

in the Hebel pic}:ets-, it V.Ce.S to secure the crossing, lisa e.s to con-

tenrpor,s.rily tf1.e fact from the 
enemy that the moV 8ment 'lti8.S maci.e 

." 

. 
o 

t ", , , , 
> 
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I I J " Ibid .• , 164, 224, 226- 227 ; Fr ancis A. v·Ialker, History of ~ha Seco,.~ 

I 
j2 o. ~., Series T Vol. XLV) pt 4 I , 227 . ~, , 

I . '. 1.3 J oiti . , 16£" 224, 227. 

Ibid. , 192, 212, 215-216. 

I To i.£., 212, 214, 215. 

roi d., 212, 214, 216, .217, 218 , 219 . From left to right the unit ~ 

I . posted a.long Olmsted I 5 n!2.i n line of resistance l..,rere : the 184th 

I ! York . The left flank of the skirmish l ine held by the 1 st Hi nnes': : a 

I rested on h2.teher ?',UIl, viher-8 it connected l/!ith the right flank of 

~., .212, 222, 2L~9-250j John D. Billings) The His~~.!'X of the 

I 

the right . 

I .21 . Ibid . -
I 

¥>id . , 192 ; Q. 1£., Series I , Vol. XLVI, pt. II, 398. 

2,. g. J Series I, Vol. XLVI , pt . I, 2(7) 20B, 211 . 'rhe die;-ose.'cle 

I' fo rce of RE.rEse:l l s bri gc.de included ; the $.th Nelli York !1ee.-.:" Arti3.. -

lery, the 64th N~\'" Yor k , and th<') 53d, 11 6th, 2.<'1d 144th Pe~c~sylva.r. ::~. 

I £. g. , Series I , Vol.. XLV::, pt . II , 398 . 

I 



• 
• • • ·1 

I 

I 

• 
i 

I 

•• 
I 

I 

• • 
Q. !:?:., Series I, Vol. XLVI, pt. I, 207, 208, 211, 238, 2~2, 2L,3, 2[,5, 

2Jr6, 247. From left to iTight, EarGseyls brigade irr8.S posted: tne 64th 

i'Je;'[ York .. the 53d and 116th Penns:.rlv2ni2_, the 8th Ilje'l/J York Ee2:vy 

Artillery, and the 144th PerL."1sylv2nia_ 

26 Ibid., 16L,., 227, 235. 

Thi£1._, 164 _ Hess had failed to open direct corrmlU ... '"1ications bet\'ieen 

the t1tJO bricigeheads J so the only direct contact betv-reen the troops 

at the Vaughar; roc.d cT?ssing 2nc: Ar:t,lstrong's Ford h-as along the 

picket line pos~c.eo. on the left DcCc"lk of Hatcher Run. 

Ibid., 164, 192, 227,235. 

Q. E., Series I, Vol. XLVI, pt. II, 398. 

, 120~; L. s. Freerran, li . .§. Le.'!. (Ne'" Yprk, 191;7), III, 535-536. 

Q. !i:., Series I, Vol. XLVI, pt. II, 120~. 

Ibid. 

~., 477. 

~., 13L.-135; Ha.ndolph Barton, liThe Battle of Hatcher's Run," 

Confederate Veteran, XVII, 119. -----
Barton, "The Ba.ttle of Hatcher's Run," Confedera.te vetera.n, XVII, 

119; Henry Kyd Dougla.s, 1: RoQ.e 'di.th Stotl..'C.':'211 (Chapel Hill:, 1940), 

335-.336. 

" -I Q. E., Series I, Vol. XLVI, pt. I, 13L,-135. Eahone's division was 

•• L'rl the habit of providing about 200 men daily to picket in front of 

La.i'1e's and Scales I brj_gac.es of 1.'-/ilcQx's division. 

1:n the vrar Bet~'reen the states (Ric b . ..rnond , 1899)) 147 . ----------
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Q. I!:..~ Series I, Vol. XLVi, pt. II) 393-394. 

Li Caldvwll, History of §:.Brivade oJ;, ~outh Caro~inic.nsJ 200. 

t,2 Q. £:. -' Series I, Vol. XLVI, pt. I, 391; Q.. ~ .. ) Series I, Vol. XLVI, 

pt. II, 423, 438, 1,99. 

1,3 Q. !I:., Series I, Vol. XI)]I, pt. I, 211" 217, 218. 

LJ, Ibid. ,. 220. 

'-'. 

.", 

238-239, 21,2, 2U-21)" ~5, 246, 248. 

Ibid., 220-221. 

Ibid.) 212, 222, 223 .. 

I, Vol. XLVI, pt. I, 249-250. 

Q. ~~) Series I, Vol. ~G}ll) pt~ I, 225, 235. 

In front 

of the sector held by the 8th New Jersey, the Rebels "iere able to 

close to ~rithin 80 ye.rds of the Federals 1 main line of resistance. 

B:., Series I, Vol. XLVJ:, pt. I, 235-236, 239, ~2, 243-244, ~5, 

Ibid.) 207, 208, 210. ~'ihile the fighting to their left v.-2.S a.t its 

. height, Hebel artillery hurled a fevI shells irlto the t</orks held ftt-
0','" 
" 

RamS8",,/ls troODS. .. . 
~., 236, 239. 

T>--; • 193 ~., . 
~ " .!E3:.£. J 195, 202 . 

1""-' 381 391 Calci_1t;~;1.~~ , ~. , , ; 
I-li.stcr7 of a. Bri,&:2.o.e of South Carolinia.!ls, 
---~ - - --- - --- -,---~-------
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200; Q. R., Series I, Vol. XLVI, pt. I, 389, 397, 423. 

(j"\Te~"- ""ror'!.r 
,~ ,. - ~'-;J 1 ~9 /) 7" r 0 ~ S . .... ~ .... - . -o 0 ~ ,//; _" rt.) er16s.1, VOl.. ~.LVl.J pL.. j., 253. 

'1'he V Corps' can,ps Here located oet\-reen the Jerusalem Plank and 

Halifax roads. Besides tne ambul2.Dces -' the corps 1 train included: 

50 Ol'Gnat1c<::: ilT2.gons 2n656 liJagcns heavily loaded liQ th forage and 

arnrn.unition for the cavalry. 

Q. R., Series I, Vol. XLVI, pt. 1, 253, 258-259, 259-260, 283-284; 

POI-fell Ristor"'!" of the V Corns 756. , _____ ..:... _____ __ .r~_) 

59 Q. R., Series 1., Vol. XLVI, pt. I, 253, 258, 260, 284. 

60 

f1 

o. ~.) Series I., Vol. :CJVI, pt. II, L;.OO. 

Ibid. 

Q. R., Series. I, Vol. XLVI, pt. I, 253, 258; 260; Q. R., Series I, 

Vol. XLVI, pt. II, 401. 

Q. R., .Series I, Vol. XLVI, pt. I, 253; John Esten Cooke, viearing 

of the Gray ... (Bloomington, 1959), 540-541. 

Q. g., Series I, Vol. TINI, pt. 1, 256, 260. Corps headquarters 

,/ere established at 'the crossing of the Cuaker and Vaughan r02.ds. 

GW1JllI s brigc.de of Ayres' division ld8.S on the left, Bowen1an'l s· J-li.::' 

the center, ... and Hinthrop r s on the right. Griffin's brigades ';Jere 

posted from left to right, Pearson, Sickel, and B"u.rr. Burr's right 

rested on Ayres! left, ivhile ,Pearson I s pickets connected on the 

• 
left "lith Cre.'dford's. Ibid., 269, 270, 277, 28i,. 

~., 260, 

.Q. ~., Series I, Vol. ):]../VI, pt. II, 401, L~09. 

Ibid .. ,. 402. --
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o. ~. , Series " Vol. ,KLVI, pt. • T 287, 292-293. -'-, ~, 

O. p- Series - Vol. =n.VI, p1J • T' L~02. :..:. , ~, 

_-.1_, 

~ .' 
~'?:') 402-403. 

foid. , 404. 

o. n· ) Series T V01. XLVI, pt. I, 254, 258, 266, 269) 270. 
~, 

roiQ,_ , 254, 277, 282, 284. 

roid., 254, 287, 293. 

Ibid., 254, 366, 368, 371; PO'isll, Histo.:r:;z: of the y. Corps, 758. 

Q. ~., Series I, Vol. XLVI, pt. II, 389. 

, 407-L,09; Q. !i., Series I, Vol. XLVI, pt. I, 315, %4. 

Q. ~., Series I, Vol. XLVI, pt. I, 315; Q. g., Series I, Vol. XI.NI, 

II, 395',407, 408. The Engineer Brigade reported to Parke on 

of the 5th, and was :posted as a reserve near Avery' 5 

Series I, Vol. XLVI, pt. I, 3M". 

Series I, Vol. XLVI, pt. II, 405. Gett;)", as senior officer 

of the VI Corps since JanUE'~lJt 17, 

'r' ,·cc'Jc.r General Horatio G. Ti[right having received a le&ve of 

==., 405, L,06. 

!'£g., 405. 

Ibid 406. -" ~., Series I, Vol. XlHI) pt. I, 297-298 . 
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~") Series 

111";'; 3t;'0. 
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I, '101. ;lVI, pt. II, 389. 
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THE BATTE 0;;' ?';.TCHER.' SHUN, FEBRUAF(Y 5-7, 1865 

Cha pt er III 

I General G-ordoE -:;_t.c. His ConfedeI'2~tes 11in the Second. Round 

I 
I ~~'i.;sions h"ere H!C.ssec ne2.r He..t.cher Ruc~ In accord2.nce ¥"rith instruc-

tians from Harren, Ge:J.e:r2.1 Griffin sa;vrthCJ.t the soldiers of his First 

I ~d'lision relieved De :' roe"ri_eXl,(U s II Corps bluecoats in the rifle-pits 

1 
I 
~ 
1 
I 
1 
1 
'I 

1 
to tIle 'cr:Ldges. . IS' -.' .. Ayres .. econa llJ_v:cs::..on wa,s 

r;:~$sed behind' the rifle-~::its held by Griffin f s tr00pS -' ",faile Crawford f s 

Third Division cross u~ the run e.nd bivouacked.. 

General Hott, 12 hours before} :had been alerted by ·his corps com..,. 

(General HtlDphreys) that ~Iarren ':/28 to relieve his people hold-

the bridgehec.d. As soon ~_s it hc~d been rep18.ced, De TrohriancPs 

br:tgadeltJes to recross Hatcher Hun 2xi.d t2ke position in rear of 

)T9~flisterf sand_Ramsey' s brig2.des. IvIott "'Has to t2.ke charge of Hamsey's 

First DiVision troops in ad.dition to his o;-~-n. Hess I cavE.lr:T ba.ttalion 

';"s to be recalleo- -t t"e t" 2 ,-- ct. Jot same lme. 

As soon a.s he had e.ss8fi:bled. his brigade on the morning of the 6th, 

cs Trobri~.nd marched the troo:;:s, reinforced by the 105th PennsylvG.nia., 

;:\:l··)SS Hatcher hun a.."10. up Vc.u[han roc.c.. De Trooriana., in obedience 

;-::::: Kott 1 s instructions, 
• 

T;Lsssd his troops near Tucker's house . 
J 

Roone:r Lee I s Confec~e::·:it .. 8 cC'.vsLc:· fol1o-;'ie(~ Gregg's horsesolc.:iers, 

screeEeG. the rear of the V Corps as it marched up Vaughan rosd. 

D . I' " , .. ' I . 't' 1 'h t B. Vles Orl£}.i..Qe oc.si.1.Y p2_ITlSo. Lee S lnl· l2._ G rus s .. General 

, h0 1i i8ver, lH2.S of the opinion th;::'t, the 'cutterrtuts :might be disposed. 



I • • I to press the attack, so he posted Brigadier C-eneral Henry E~ Davies I 

1;;t Brigade- and Colonel Oliver B. Y_llo1:iles 1 3d Brigade a.cross Vaug!1an 

I 
I 
I 
I 

~·::.c.d. 2.nd in a large fie1d, ne.s,l' Keys I house. The troopers ~':ere dis-

LOi.mted., horse-holders detailed., and skirmishers advanced. Colonel 

G:::sgg I s 2d Brigade, a fter the-troopers hc::,d fed ano.l',!aterea their horses, 

;"~;.Gunted and took position in support. 
I, 

of thei!' cO!:-Tctdes. ~ 

General Heade on the evening of the 5th he.d T!"Bce a serious error. 

o t clock· HUEphre:,:-s h2,d been inforr~!ed thB.t ~"j2_rren and Gregg had been 

I d.irec+eQ' to "'_8," ... 0'('+ to 'n-,:,·,· ', .... ,:i+·,(', +"r.c,"'e t-('oo-'s 'no~ ':'f'no .... +o'n'8 -nQi '-''''-r.f.r-nf't1c-.., _ • u _v v,~..;..:; _ 1") Cl. _ .'._ vC.v ~ C.__ ~Lc::.._ '" c:,~ _" v 

?t~/is:i.ons) Hwnphreys ltT2S tb hold his IIpresent position) extending as far 

I t~,::possible tO~''1-a.rd our line of 'dorks. It Should the Confederates att2,ck 

~ 
I 

ii'i;;in and be repulsed) Hurn.phreys ViaS to la1L.'1.ch a CDunteratt6.ck and drive 
i,-,\-

-thtim.into their fortifications. Nea.de I s ITlistake vias in assum.:Lng that 

'Ii';.:.i0phreys vIas the senior corps cornmander on the field) ,,-rhich he VIas not. 
5 

'l'h::>. . , f" t" 1 t 1 
.1._ '" nexc. mor'rdn5' at 7:50 Chief of Stc~f Heob sent.. iden -lea e egra.ms 

I 
, 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

and ~·,Jarren. They were to feel the eneJTl-Y in their !tfront and 

"i'nether or not they are outside their line of works. 11 In case 

H8r8 j the corps commanders were to attack at once and drive 

their fortifications. If) ho;,\[ever) the Southerners liBre 

6 
their lines) there 1'-iclS to be no assault. 

ot $ oJclock received his copy of Webb'smess2,ge. Since he 

Eu.r::pnre:rs" ~'.JarrBn considered the area "There the fighting had oc-

::;Tevious evenirlg as pe.rt of his fro'nt. 



~cc;::;· .~~"",....-----------------------------";,/-.-, 

I • • 
I ". note from General Hwnphreys that t he II Corps Ih,1"dS about to attack the 

I 
,:-.~~;Ey if outside his vmrks. n V.;-arren accordingly deemed it best to c.','J2.it 

:e !' 8sults of EurQ.phre:rs I operc:tions J holding the V Corps and Gregg I s 

I c2.valry in hand to co-operate if needed. 7 

1'j~~ile e.,T(-faiting additional ne'w"S from Humphreys, V,r2.rren, learnine th2.t 

I L~;:ney Lee's horsesoldiers vfere grm,;Ln.g bolder, determined to reinforce 

I 
I 
I 
I 

I ! 
I 
I 

\ 

.-I 
I 

·:·1 
I' 
.. 
I 

I 

Cregg 1"rl.th one of his V Corps infantry brigade. Colonel Frederick ;/{in-

tr;ropfs brigade of Jr:rres I division 1'J8.S ordered IonIaI'd. Narchirtg out 

roe.d., ~~!i.11throp posted his troops on the right of the rOE-d, near 

I house. 
8 

Euraphreys, in obed.ience to I-'ieE-defs orciers, had told Eott 8nd Hart-

to organize and s end out strong reconneissance pctrols. At the 

tune, instructions \vere issued by HWllphreys for all division com-

reporting to him., including General :biles, to illld their tL.Ylits 

}'l"eadv to attack the enemy -should he be found outside his ;.mrks. u 9 

assigned the task of undertaking the forced reconnaissance to 

reserv·e 1Jrigade, De Trobriand 's. 1':1len he moved out.> De Trobriand took 

him four regiments. 

The 2d U. S. Sha.rpshooters, deployed as skirmishers to the left and 

d.ght of the rO<2~d ru.nnin.:?~ north from Tucker's;ha:d the advance. On the 

J.slt of Thompsonfs house, De 'I'robri2Jld found a cart road througb the 

.Tr/{Q c onrpan,ies of the 20th Indiana ~,;ere 0.etached to fo1d this 

>:;:i~j.on. No Confederates "'<,rere encountered 2.5 the Yapks beat their 

through the v.foods, so the gener21 concluded that they b..ad called 111 

. :r' outposts. Rec,chin&., 2, clear'inc;, the Federals sighted a alight v-JorY,:a 

t:~: c, small nurn.ber of gr·e~'cl.:_ds. SeverEl shots sent the butterr!.uts 

L5 



I • • 
I SC2.l!';.per~ '""": ~ t.o-w-ard the northwest. Beyond ~·Iatki...ns I house, De Trobric.nd and his 

-:<;'..c.r95hc::::;~=s· w'ere able: to-Y.':c.ke" but L~a continuous-.line of vDrks occupied 

I the e:-_~:.::~~-.!I }Icv:Lng in that direction) the regtll.2TS;> 2B they s.ppro2.Ched 

the house.: £:"lushed several' Conr-ederate pickets. 

It ~eCOI.nL'1g appa.rent to De Trobria.."1d by this tirn.e that he '\',-8.S 

I. front :': the Re:Cel.s I ,·wrks. '1'0 cieveJ.oy theirs'cI'8ngth, he pushed his 

I! 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

s}:irrn.is(-~e!"-5 closer. As he did, he sa,;,.- a Confed.erate column dash toward 

tb~ cart :--cE..d, I'rhere he had left thet-;"Jo Indiana companies. Suspecting 

thc.t the ~::,e:lclads intended to cut his line of retreat, De TrobriELnci sent 

• 

.2=-5. cor~J:1C.nd.) except the skir-r,tishers. The reE;ule..rs Kere then 

the roc.d nTJ.ning ;,';8St of Tho!TL:?son,' shouse, paT2,lleling the 

oy the Johruv:ties. The butter'nuts shovied no disposition to 

De Trobriand pushed two compc.nies, deployed 2.S skirmishers, 

teE: Y.D ods 2nd into 8. morass. 

across the s;'1C.mp, the sha.rpshooters found themselves in 

-=. line of breast\I:'orks, with a redoubt" armed 1-lith t 1dO guns, COnl-

road. The Federals banged ",-,jay at lithe rebels visible above 

II Takin@: position in the rifle-pits fronting their main line 

the Southerners returned the Yanks-' fire. De l'robriand 

(11. a.:--.1.) haC. c"CCOEEJ1ished his rrission. Oreers vrere noVi 

10 
_J return to the union lines. 

-iDEeS 10 ol,clock vlhen General Hc.rtrE.nft sent the 200th Pennsylvanic:. 

if possible, 

h)si-::.:;::J. and. force of the ener.1Y outside of tneir n:'2.in l,·,rorks •••• 11 The 

.--' ..... - -..... ~::..-;a.ncecl be~rond the aCeILdoned Rebel redoubt 2.no. found Cor~feder2.te 

s2.me line, as the;y h:3.d at the tiLe of the bgttle of 

46 



I Boydton PlaD.k ~o2.d in October. Satisfied that t he butternuts '.m:ce 

I 
I I , 

II 

.1 
I 
I 
I 
I 

in -fOT(!8 outside their r,E-in defensive vtorks) the Feru"1.sylv21lians re-

;.1'f'.cecl tneir steps 
11 

C:.nc~ told Hartranft whe.t the:r hE.d seen~ 

General Hlunphreys at 11 0 f clock inform.ed 1:Jarren that the Confederates 

the II Corps T front ho.d retired into their entrenchtlents. Sevent;y-fi'i18 

hirn th2.t he had mis.interpreted I-leade t s disp2..tch of 7 :40. Eeade 

)'ianted both the II and V Corps~ not just Hmriphreys 1" to reconnoiter 

deterrrine \'-Ihether the 10e .... ·,'&.5 to thEd.I' front. 

nov! visi ted T~'Iarren t s cor::-aancl pas t . Vihile there" he made it 

};at.che·,,'s L,sic 7 Hun) to ascertain the Hhereabouts of the enemy 1 s line 

direction." 12 

1'Iarren made his plans accordingly. Cral,'rford 1 s division vIas to cross 

1",.tch€,r Run and "move out on the Vaughan road to Hhere it turns off to 

s lIill, a,nd then folIo";"; up that road toviard the mill, driving 

the ene~ny Ene: 2.scerte.ining the position ,of the enerny's entrenched 

" A:rres 1",~{;:.S to support Craviforcl_ PE~rt of Gregg 1 s cavalr.r VIas 

QOitiJ:1 Vaughan r02,d, driving the Rebel horsesoldiers across Gravelly 

1-;hile a seeor:.d deta.chment was to screen Cr3.tiford I s aY}c. Ayres! left. 

I )"i!.'i21~', Gregg ,'as to dis:~atch a small Bounted force to watch the roe.d 

~"'~':~ngdo:,;n. the scst side of Hatcher Run 2.ncl HO'.'Janty Creek to Honk's 

I 
I 

;llE.rren believed Gregg 1.,-ould enconnter, no difficulty in c<?,rrying out 

had beef"! 

I t() the V Corl:-s! left. Griffin I s division ~/fOuld continue to hold 

I 1~-7 
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• • 
eartr'i','JOrks covering the bridgehead and be prepa;:ced in an emergeEcy 

Should he. encounter the COl"1feciel'2-tes j n strength~ ~"[a.rren could. lock 

EtlL''cphreys for reinforcements. Hilll1.phreys had told ~·j8.rI'en that, ~"jheaton! s 

'rision, l~, 500 strong, w8,s en route 'to CWD.i'lUngs' house) adjacent to the 

1 " 
and could C6 ordered to the V Corps t support. ") 

General lj~heaton a.t 2 :30 p .m~ v[2.s directed by Humphreys to pull his 

Corps troops out of the br8CLE.t.':;orks covering Squirrel Level roc:.d 2.nc. 

them lito the vicinity of 'Lne Curnnings hous e on the Vaughan road •••• II 

re2.r br:Lg2.de had rea,ched Cmf1.mings I, vinen one of HUlnphre:ls t st2.ff-

hailed \'illeaton, telli.ng h~1l to push on aoftm va.ughan road,~~ . ..iLn 

a~ the ·sarb.e time "tras to be sent to see "t'Theth.er ~"Iarren ~;a.nted him. to 

his VI Corps troops on the east or \>jest side of Ec,tcher Run. 
16 

Soldier_s from General Hartranft I s division r:eplaced. V,hea.ton's in 

earthtJOrks to their rig..h.t. By p18.cinghis reserve regiments on the 

Hartranft Its till had 2- re2.sonably strong one. II L2rge deta.ils "Iere 

slc.shing timber to strengthen further the :position held by the 

division. 
17 

Cra.1;{fore.'s division 1,cith Briga.dier General Ed\'rard S. Brc~gg's brig2.de 

• the le2.Q crossed Hatcher F.UXl at 2. p.:;!,~ Colonel Henry A. i.~'[orl'o-:,r' 5 3d 

!:l'ig2.d.€ follo~'f6d Brc.gzt S; Briga.dier Gener2.1 Henry B.sxtel,f s brought up the 

. -.':.~. As they p::ssed through the bre2.st 1"[orks, Cra'tiford' s people bantered 

""'~.:~. Griffin t s soldiers 4 One-third of a rnile be~,;-ond the bridge, the heC":.d 

, . 

, 

, 
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• • 
c: the column turn.ed. into the road to Dacney's I',fill.. Cre."lfo::cd glanceci 

&,:. his me. p) ana S2.7,I that he 1'lcs 1,vi thin a mile of his goel. 

to forr,L his bl'igac.e i.nt9 bE-ttle line, and to cover his front "1ith skir-

Itishers ~ The ground across "\>Jhich CraT,·.rford yfould be cB,lled orr to advance 

of it thick UIlderbr0.sh, a sl·[.s.mp, and several old fields. H 
18 

Bragg's br:i.gcfG.e a s it entered the tiTI~ber encountered 2.n entrencnsd 

picket line defend eel b:r troops froEl Colonel John -S. F;o:ffr;£r1 I'S C(;nfecl'E;:t'E: te 

I Cre.';'rlorc. IOl'T: .. ed }~Cr2:'O';It s brigccc~e into battle line 300 ~rards to the rear) 

I' on NorroH's left. As soon as }·Iorro1·f had refused his right, Cra1;.[ford 

'II 
> 'badly outnUI~lbered butternuts from their breast1"rorks, and pursuing them 

Dabney t s l'lill. 
19 

Like GenerE~l LeE.de, Gen8Y'[;.lL8c 'tranted to kno-;,oJ "'iha.t the foe \-ias 

I ' doing. General Hoaney Lee, "Tho h8.Q follov;ed Gregg! s horsesoldiers a.cross 

Gravelly Run, reported that the YE.nK:ees "'fIere pulling b6Wk to the e2.st bR.!.'1k 

I of Hatcher Run. As yet, not all of Hooney Lee! s c2.valry had a rri ved frOTil 

I tQe CeJ'lp neaT Brlfield, and until all his men ,[ere up, young Lee hesitated 

I 
I 
I 
I 

to assail Greg~:! 5 roc.dblock. 

Since thec2.va1.ry 'dRS UD<S.b1e to secure the desired infor;-,~ation in 

r'sgard to jYlea.de t s rnov 8r.!.ents, Genere;ol Lee told his cornr:..anQer of t he II 

• 

Gen.eral Gordon, to ha~le his infantry rm:-:.ke a forced reconn2.issc.nce 

20 

,r ,.0_, 
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• • 
General John Pegram's division, 'hhich 1';a8 encamped south of Hctcher 

Run, v{as gi:ven this ynission b:y~ Gordon. Pegram, to carry- out his task, 

(': vided his cor:-;r.:c . .nd into tr::o col.WJl1s. Colonel John S. Eoffm2.D nis 

five-regiment Virginia Bri.gade'das to recon..n.oiter the road leading p2st 

DcbneyT S Iilill, l,'Jhile Pegr2.m I s other tHO 'orj.g2.des (Brig2.dier Generals 

.. ;)bsrt D. ~Johns tQil: S Quaker 

rce.d to its junction Kith V2,ugh2.n r02.d, then up Vaughc.n road. It v;"a$ 

E:.lSDst noon, before the tTdo coluIrt11s rn.oved out in search of the enemy. 

G-eneral Pegram icconrard.ed }-loffE2.n r s br:igade . 

At Dabney's ;·:il1, PegT&Tlt told Eoffm2.n to nalt and post his brig~_de •. 

SC2ttered shots coul6. be nee.rQ off to the south, w:here Roone.:;'" Lee r s hOl'se-

soldiers skirmished "1-2. th Gregg's troopers. Fegram, believing that there 

'f/2.S only cavalry . .to his front, called for Najor Douglas. 111e young major 

... .c.s to take t"'iO of Hoffme..n t s regiments CL'ld. feel the FeceraJ.s' position. 

As he approa.ched. the br-idgeheaa.") Douglas sighted erc:v·tford' s oncoming 

I C011l11m. After deplo;y-ing a srr:c.ll holciing force behind the rifle-pits) 

I 
trected during ; pr8~J:Lous fJ .. rhtin.g in this area) Dougl2-s galloped beck 

to Dabney's Hill to "larn his genera.l th2t a pot.;erful Union for~e he.d" ad­

v2nced out of the brid~ehead. 21 I 
vfhile Hoffma.n' s Virginians too}: position covering the ruins of the 

I ::"':.2.1) Pegram dispatched a r.;essenger to ask Gordon for help. Gordon issued. 

~::'~·~c£:'ing orders to GeEera.l ~-;V2.ns I dj.v5_sioil., and to.en sent an aid.e to notify 

I . '~~·';;:""&.l Lee thE,.t the s itue,tion ha.d. changed drELstic2.11y. If the Union 2.0.-

I <:'"S.;';ere being made in the force Pegram reported) the II Corps vrould have 

;:8 Yeinforced. 

I Zt, r lier in the th~ in :SV2.rtS I cc.il:pS. 
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I The troops he,d. been turned out under arms and marched rapidly ciov.;n the 
, 
I 50ydton Ple.nk HOcld to Burgess t Hill. Here Eva.ns T three infant,ry bri.ge.des 

I 
the repoz'ts for.larded by Rooney Lee that the Federal infantry had recross ed 

I Fatcher RtL'1) ordered them back to their enca.mpnents. 1'!hen. the division re­

I tr2.ced its steps, a sr"a~J. det2.chrezlt from Colonel Peck's L<luisiana Brigc·.de 

I 

-I 
I 
I 
I 
I , 
I 

i.as left to guard the bridge. 

Not long after the reglinental cOIT!!;'Bnders ha,d dismissed their units) 

the ulan.g rolin sOll.YJ.ded. Once again) the rcen tell out on the double. 

E:!.ny of the E;,en Here hee.rd to complain that this vias proba.bly another 

false ale.rrcl. AssaaD a,s the brigades h2.d f orrned) the ill. v~sion moveci out 

and hiked dO~-.in the Boydton Plank D ' ...... 02.Q. Crossing H<'2.t.cher Run and passing 

Burgess' Tavern, the head of the column turned into a ,'lood road, leading 

to the southeast. Taking cognizance of the firing in the lvDOds to their 

front) Evans I • men kne"\,f that this time there would be a fight. As Peck T s 

bdgade crossed the bridge, 

. k t 22 

~t· ",'G.S".: rejoined by the men 1-Iho had been 

pl.c ... e ... 

Evans r' vanruard reacheclDabnev ' s l<:ill at a critical moment for. the 
o " 

Confederates. As Hoffmc.n I s brigade retired beyond. the mill site) Evans 

h~d his brigade cOmIl'amers file their troops into line of battle in the 

\rcods on the Virginiens' left. 23 

From left to right Evans I brigad.es vier8 posted.; Colonel John E ~ 

2nd Colonel ::Iillie.m R. Feck IS. 

~/Ihen 

;:'2 6l'E.fted his HAfter Action RE-port) II Colonel Peck lv,rrote) 1I1ilycot::cand 

I :::.:.3 t:u.ch reduced by this time by the he2,VY picket c.etail still on dut.y) 
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I • • I f.r.d I vIaS forced) )on tn the mere handful left, to conform my movements 

c:tirely to those of the 12.rger cornrrccnds on my right and left. It 24 

I As soon as the. brj . .g2.de cOE.:.r::1anders reportedtheiT 1 • J:> , 
..LlneS .iOr£:18Q, 

I te::eral Gordon passed the 1:mrd to cOlLi1teratte.ck. The shrill flRebel Yell" 

I £.'!orrolt.[f s supporting brigade closed- up on Bragg's bluecoats, \'Iho 1tiere 

battling the Confecierates for possession of the clec~ring "I..;her8 the I 
n:ill had stood. Bragg 1 s left begE~n to give grolLnd. Genere,l Baxter on 

I the left vIas told b~·- Cre:~iTford to a. d.vG.nce his l:Lnes and te.ke position on 

~raggf s left, _1Ihich vIeS. hc:~rd~pressed. 

The 39th Ha.ssachusetts and the 16th l"c.ine, supported by the 97th 

Hr;i'i York)' came, up l.·rith 2. cheer -' the 1-'~aine regiment cXlch.oringits left 

I 
011 Bragg(s right. Baxter J)osted his other regiments to the left and 

I rear. Hthough they took he2vy losses, the 39th l':assachusetts, the 

! 
I 

16th };Iaine
J 

and the 97th K81;f York forged a.head and drove Hoffman's 

'Irginians 2nd Peck1s Louisianians from the mill site. Bragg's regi-

I "rents on their right, hoo,iever, continued to be hammered back by 10.,e IS 

('£erry1s brigade included units th2.t 

I r.2d "lDn fc.nle 2,S the flStone"ia]~ Brigade. rr) Bragg's people broke and took 

I 
I 

t::>their· 1 nee s. As th.ey retre& ted., they rushed through l'[orro-:"i's lines. 

difficulty holding t.heir 

2~lciers . 1 l.n. ranKS. }~.s so"on E.S Er':'J.gE1s bJuecoc.ts ~'(8Y'e out of the way, 

:~:~~~':;:d' S 1ine sent volle::r after '.rolle~r crashing into the Iladvancing 

I ·:::)J.~...t.·.r:s of the enerr~: ... 1f The Fr.ebel SlJrge 1'ias checked, e.r~ci Evans t brig.::;.d~s 
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halted on tlie opposite side of the clearing. TtJith a cheer }:lorro;,y's bri-

~?~de dE-shed. a.cross the field, ch2.sing the Confederates into the pines 

Baxter's three regiments on the left of Bragg! s line Here unable to 

hold their position.1';'ihen the troops to their right--fled. Although rein-

forced by the Test of the brigade> they VIere pressed back about 200 yaI'c~s.7 

by Hoffmanl-s 2.::1d Peci-:'S gre:,rclads before they held. Baxter's soldiers 

took aciva.ntage of tIle SU.CC8SS scored by Korrovr's ba.ttle line to regain 

the pile of sc.;,·;du.st I'.c,.'C"king the r:,ill site. 25 

Having entrusted the conduct of operations on Vc.ugnan road to Gen-

eral Gregg, Tl;'8Tren h:::.d 2.cCoI!:~'::C.niecl Crc,1,vford I s infc;.ntry as it drove to"i?rd 

DaoneyTs_ I;Iill. Before he he~d rici.d.en ver;; far, the sOlJ.nG.of heav;F firing 

came rolling in from the SQuthh'est. 4Cl.n excited aide soon rode u9 'w-ith 

~·forcl that Colonel l;rinthrop' s brigade had ';been assailed by the foe in 

force and could not rejoin Ayres' division, as it marched to Cr&:vrforclTs 

support. Indeeci, he continued, Gregg end Finthrop had all they could 

do to hold their g-£01..ind, 2nd. they "lJJere in need of c.ssistance. Warren 

sent word by Captain Cope for General Griffin to reinforce ;,Jinthrop 

)d.th a brige.de and to tE:ke personal charge of operations on Vaughan 

1':';2.6. Griffin at the sc.Le ti,ne V.'E.S to order Pearson's brigade, lIhis 

l2.!',gest .'and best," to 2.ccomp2.n:.;: A:rres in pla.ce of liiinthrop' s. 

f·')l'reinforC.6m8nts) C.S the EBbel.s "·Tere turnlng his left. Not having any 

~.;:)X'€ V Corps troops to corGJ-Jit) H2.rrerl cc.lled on Hurtl.phreysfor help. 
26 
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tion on the left of Rooney Lee 1 s cavalr;YTEen, l,iinO v/ere 

L>' ,.. , • ,. 

l.lgnT.lng G.lsm.oUE~8G ~ 

At the tine ·tnat ~'Jinthrop's brigc~de reported to Greg-g at Keys I , the C2.-

I I,,·,. 

. Vaugban road4 In cor:J.pliance vJith Greggts request, ~vintrJ'op had relieved 

I; 
I 

II 
I 

I' 

I 
II 
II 
I I! , 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

the ca.valry pickets vvith the 11;.6th He1'i York" Hinthrop then cieployed the 

5th and 1.40th Nm'lYork to the. ri.ght of the road, 2nG. the 15th Ne';d Yqrk 

Hes:vy Artiller~T on the left of the road in a large OpeD field. 'I'hese 

diS}Jositions hcd ha.rell:.r c-een conplsteti before G~.8ggt s troopers sic.rted 

\'men the c2.v2.1ry ::n.oved out, Davies I brig2.de 1\f2.S to the right of the 

Gregg's to the left, 8. r:d Kno'r!les: in support. Colonel Gregg's 

\'ihich 1,:ent into action Flount.ed) established contact 1i,:ith the 

first. The 4th Ferlns3,~lvania, follm'red b~i the 8th Penns:rlvania., 

ch2.rged do"".-n the r02.d b;y sect:Lo!~~s of ei[hts. 

ground iNhere Johnstonts brigade 1tF2.S YJostec, a de3.dly volle:r crashed 

the head of the column, causing the horsesoldiers to recoil. P:.I!!.ong 

casualties l,,'ras Colonel Gregg, \·rho vIas shot in the leg. Before 1eav-

the field, Gregg turned comJI'and of the 2d Erigade over to Colonel 

Ker'''iin of the 1.3th Pennsylvania.. Colonel S2 .. iTtuel B. H. Young 

cf the 4th Penns~.-lv2.ni2. Clliickly re-fOIT.led his regllient. P_ second. charEe 

\'{2S LlB.de 2.cross an opel1 fie16, \'lith the S2Le resuJ.t.. J~~ thiI'd charge T,.i"2.S 

Y .. !:'Cert2.ken c...'ld fc:.il.ec., cefo:'8 Young ;.nd his ,Il2D rec2.:i.zeC:. tha.t they vIere 

.fighting ConfedeT2.te infflntry, .. ,;-ho -:"Jere not aoout to ~ be dislodged by 

hiJr'se:sen. 28 

in.to E.cti.on 2.foot. Ti,,:h:i.l~ their corT2.des of the 20. Lrigadc here 

, 



• • 
:b€i:t1g battered ., the troopers of the 16th had dislodged a strong Re':~:' de-

l.i:~ians . A grey-clad stE.n.dard- bee.rer \'fas s hot C.o'ND.) but a horsesol'::':_er 

the 13th pennsylvani a, l;Ihich came up mounted, reached the color~ first . 

c';o' time ~'J·as . given the Y2nks to 2.rgue over the colors , because a Cc::':eder-

I 29 

I 
North of Ve.ugh.s.n roe- G. , Lavies ' ca va lr;Y1!18n had been r:-:.2:uled by : :;'e 

cutt en1uts . Davies, aJ.ong \-rl th the col onels of the 1st I'·jevi Jersey 2...'1c1. 

I I ;.(.1.~_e 10th Ne,', York, 1-2.S ' 

1 ;/ ,e11 back in. confu"ion, they Here closely follo;'led.by Rebel infc.p.t:-;-. 30 

shot ·.from ·- ,his · hors e: . As Gregg ts bIueci~:s 

• t ,·"f, Colonel ~-[inthrop, 1;ihen he sal"" the~ t the horsesoldiers he.d been :'e-
} 

• \' .'.;,(.;~sed, ordered up the 5th and 140th ilie'l York Inf2,ntry, and the 1 5~~. lie;.; 

"d;,X~'rk Heavy Artillery. 1:-~oving for"'lara on the c.ouble, the footsoldie.:'s, 

. 1 ':?:~'cer opening tr.eir ranks to allo',! the r etl'eatj,ng troopers ~co pass, de -
! .. ~:'<,·5_:, ' 

I
' :~11.ivered sever al well-e.iE~ed volle~~s ~.·kLich checked the Confederates 1 E.dvance. 

. \~~:~Oiling, Johnston I sand Le'"is I North Cc.rolinians retir ed into the ,roods 

". ' ·\~ut. of 1lfhich t hsy had chased Gregg1s cava lry . As soon as they· haC. !'€- , · I ';~:!?rr.ed their l ines , Johnston and Lel,i.s l ed their cheering tr~ops ' c·~t of 

I r the timber and into the field beyond, ' only to be repulsed a secbnci tir.le . 

" P. third , but very half-hearted:, a,tt empt by the gre:',rclao.s to close -,;ith 

I ,," .. , 31 
;;~'1!.hrop 1 s ·bri.zade ;;[e.S easily repelled . 

At 5 p ,. m,. 1/Iinthrop ~tJ2.S ';i2.rned by his suborci.:i.na,tes that am .. murl:': i~n 

j;2.S ruI':...l1 :1ng short . Hec.!PlIhile, General Griffin haci. pulled his 1st : :'igad.e) 

I 
,. ' ~':,c~: el:l s J out o f the earthviOrks coveri ng t he br~dgehec.d.J ord.erin~ ~:. to 

r- -:.-_c :'t to, Gener cl Gregg 01.!t on Va.ughan r02.d.. n€2.ching Keys ') Co].c ~ :::3 1 

I 
I 



I • • Ii::" tha open ground -v.rest of the roe.d. 

Gener2.1 Gregg told Sickel to support ~'IinthrQP, 1t-".,..-rlOse line c:'yt t:n.e 

I ;~5re ,;.;2.8 being pressed by 2. vigorous 2,ss2.l2.1t of super-'ior numbBr's of the 

C1€iT:.y.1I Forming his briga.de into l:Lne of battle, ,facing sQuthvl-est, Sickel 

~';lt his blueco2.ts in Diotion. As Sickel ceme up, Winthropt-s troops, "most 

Sickel n0~\T called for a ch2.rge. At the first volley from the fresh 

II brigade, Johnston 1 s 2nd Le,lis 1 North Carolina Brig2.des, abandoned "the 

Ii 
l 

field in great_ disorder, leaving their killed and. wOlL.'1ded!1 in Union nB.Gds, 

-, .L' 

to£euner The bIu8elEn infa..'1try followed the Rebel sevsre.l prisoners. 

Ii i::'lf2r:try for "sor~w d~:..ste.nce J II only hslting ~i'-ihen confronted by an aE:IEuni-

II 
II ; 

11 

:tionshortage. Gener2..1 Griffin, having ridQ€n up., Sickel reported his 

idi.fficulti es .. 

Griffin told -Sickel to hold the ground gained and to adve.nce a strong 

line., Hhich vIas done. 

It .... Jas st2.rting to get dark. The firing off to the north helling in-

in intensit:r, Griffin shouted for Sickel to change front· to the 

Il As the Union infantr:i \'Jas being re~fom~ed, Colonel Knovrles t 

II of dismounted cavalry viC.s posted on the left, facing ~-.rest. w-in-

" "[:TOP 1 s soldiers, hE.ving visited the ordnance ";agons, Kere deployed on 

I Sickel's right., their right anchored on Vaugh2.11. roc::ci. 
32 

The infantry h8.vingbrokenthe-back of the Corifec~er2.te thrust l:p 

I ;~~t;.gh2.n r02.d, Genera.l GTegg cE.lled for Davies 1 a.."'l.G l\rlo:·,;-les' bri.ge.des to 

I 
;:2,-:e.SS the retres.ting butterritl.ts. Ad-'12ll.cing to tIle left and. right of 

:i.:.{12.n road, the ca.v~,lr:( cirC,V8 for the Gr2.veJl~r Hun cross.ing. JO(,:lston1s 

I ..::"'.!'~ tr- ~--,-: ,-1... y·~.+->~_·,.,·e'-~ +-Oh'~-_~. a' t}·.e nor'·v···ln,·.···,'RS~.) "'vo .--':o_c .. r.~ C"'.-F ."l<'.'_·"--·_~·_; .. 
_Lill..Ci.D. J ur-,-iZc-'-,'-';;:;: .... ,~.!.. ~ v,,~.' .' --- ... - - - - -

I • 
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fol1o~-.[ed ·at a. respectful .distance by the Yankee horsesolriiers·. ·· The. l~th 

I;e:nns;;rl vani a , h2.ving rerr:.OiLTrteri ; t ook t he l ez.d . As the Federctls near ed 

:'~~e Gravel l y Ru..l'l c rossi nf , they '!,1ere shelled by t;,ro guns of f.'IcGregor t s 

-'lirgir),ia. Eattery, unlirr .. oersd on the opposite side . This- checked- the 

pursuit, CI.nd , c;.S it 'd2.S gett ing de.rk, the brigade commanders rece.lled 

their t r oopers and returned. to- Ke;rs I f a rm . 33 

) '. Ganer&.l ./J.:yres 8<:'. :,l i er .:!_n the day had pus hed for-1'i2.rci rapidly t o sup-

-I':~, s ha.rc~-pre55ed. Bees.use of the thick undeTgrm.rth, AyTes marched 

-,." .. nlR troops i.n two . lines by the flE.nk. As the footsoldiers were ascending 

, a mounted, detachment ·o.f· Gregg l,s cav2.1ry, riding rapidl y, overran 

of Colonel Jones G"byn 's briga.de J thro\..nng that unit 'into co nfu-

Vli thout halting to re-form, Ayres pushed on wi. th Colonel Richard 

Har;:,;-land Brigade, a.Yld s oon engaged the foe. The Eary l a nders 

}~~ook ·pos i tion onCra~~ord ' s ·l eft a t the w~ll site. ~wJm, on r all ying his 

'''roon~, moved up end occu.pi ed ground , rell to Bo>,;em.an ' s l eft . 34 

'.Colonel Pe2.rson's First Division brige.de, guided by one of harren's 

the meantirw he.d f iled Otlt of ' the ".Forks covering the bridgehead . 

the troops 1'iere passing through a. IIstrip of 1:.o0C.5, II they V-lere shelled 

3-inch rifles mounteci in the fortifica tions off to thei r right . ,several 

!:.~:!. " .. ere struck dO':m. Genere.l i;.iarren not:t ha.iled Colonel Pe~rson) 2n d tolc. 

.~~ t.o form his orige.de in -l2..ne of battl .e . hhen he deployed his uni t , its 

!'j . .k{-~t rested in rear of · the center of one of Cra;.:ford ' 5 brigades and. ex-

: -:; .:cleci to the left. behin<i Ayre3 ' bat t le fo r n:.ation . Pearson ' s t r oops h2.6 

• 
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• • 
tearing limbs and- boughs frmri the tall pines, The area where· ··the brigade 

=-.cd. formed 'ttas rrE. rshy~ end t he l.b'1c.erbrush close 2.nd he2;v~l . E,"i,-ea if there 

had not been oppos-ition, a rr..a.rch ecross such terraL']. ... ould be fraught -/lith 

At 4 :30 Pea.l'son ts brig2.de adv8.nced in Ij.ne to a positi on j_n close 

support , ~ All the i<'i:1ile, tl:e shoot.ing to their front continued consta.'1t 

"' a~d severe. The line halt ecl in an open field in -r,.;hich there were a fe~'1 

, 36 
Here i -t c-ame un.der a fierce artillery flre. / scattered. trees . 

Lieutencnt Co~onel ~'jilliam J 0 " Peg.car:, (Gerrer2.1 John Pegr2.r.ll s younger 

:<~;::~' 
.'"-\~~rother) , in complic.nce .. ,..ith instr~cti or1s fro n, General Heth, 
--.:': ..... .; . 

he.d sent 

sever.s.l of hi.s ba.tteries dO~';TI the Boydton Plank R09.d . After- crossi.'fJ.g 

...... :,.k~t~her Run·., ... the . C:2.rlnoneers of Ellett '.s . Vj:.r:ginia Bc:.ttery drove the teams 
,~:}~.:.;, .. ;" 

';···Fy:·~i:. 
\ ::!: liitched to their four 3-il1Ch rifles do'~m the road to Dabney' s Hill. 
e,·. ;_ • 

'~'. Reaching an open field, the gunners unlimbered their pieces aIld bega.n 

<:< " 37 
.,;·,:~:ammering the federals to their front . 

'q;~t" Orders \·rere nm" receivec fro", General "arren, voila rode up on a 

<~:t1!5plendid ~rhite horse , tI for- Pearson to reinforce Ayres ltd, th part of his 
1," 

';" '. 

'4~t~gade , Accompc.nied by the 155t'1 Penns;,rlvc,nia, and t he 32d If:assachusetts, 

\:it:~ea,rson hastened forViC.rd. and deployed these units on BO'lierman' 5 left, 
,;.;-<. 

'.'::~ ' !.: .. w}lere they ironledie.t ely becaE~e fiercely engz-zed ~·j_th the ener.ty .1! In 
,"'.: , :,:, : 

. · ." ~¢6orda'1ce ltith instructions from ~A..yI'eS" Pea}:'son retraced his steps 2nd, 

,: 't,r·ol,l z-ht up t' 'c' c.no ner the' 16th 'l-'Ii chigan, vil1ich vias })Ostec. on 

Before r etu2'n:"ng to his brigad.e , Pearson told Lieu-

, 
;'~~~.nt Colonel Berojc.r:-d-n Ii' . P2.l·tridge of t!l€ Hichi g.?n unit t!·lc.t fle 1.vas 

• 38 
' OO :,",010' tm.' ' s " ~" 1 - . [reline 23 Long ~s LeGS~O. e . 

General. GorG.or~ c:.nci his c.i vis ion cor.;;:-£.nders, Pegrara and. EV8.:ls , ! ~a.o. 

,; - "1 
.. " ... '. 

• 

' "; . 
. ,' 
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'c,he arrivcl 

of Ayres I division and Pearson t s briga.de had tipped -the sca.les 

Z"DnentE.ri1i :l-n favor of the Yankees, the Rebels 1'~-e:re far from ready to 

were ready, wet the battery comrt:8nders he..d U:.'-11irtlbereG. their 'guns end 

found the r.s,nge, Gordon ordered, IIAtt2.ck! tt Pegrar.:'l! s 8l1d ZVMS I divisions 

division charged the UnioL 'left" ~'lhile Sv2.ns T b2.ttle lines assailed 

'0 

\';arrBn I s center C.nc. rifht. . j / 

As soari 2.8 Fe2.I'SOn's troops hE!)). t,e.ksn l)ost on BovreY'Y!'!.e..Il I s left ahd 

, Ayres p&ssed tile viOrd for the troops to roll up log barricades. 

yjhile the Ear:;rl.s.nders ,,<rere doing this, the 32d IvIassachusetts and the 

,el55th"PeEnsylvania suddenly rcDved, ~Ii thout orders, 300 yards farther 

to the fro.nt, where the~r formed a line at an angle ",;ith BO't;-erDar~ls. 

saHdust pile th£.t If..8.rked: the mill site Wd.S 2.:t, this line T 5 apex. 

th~ right of the_ cleari.l'1g 1,oi8's a thick grove':of small p:irJ.6S) cover-

Cra\'Iford 15 left--Be,xter I s regiments. 

Gordon I 5 battle lines., covered by skirrnishers) beat their "Jay 

Over on the Union right, Terry's 

··Virginians and 10"\',[6 1 s Georgians forced :r.ror:;:~olvI' s brigade to give ground. 

}~orro-;t'il s troops falling back) EVens rr8.neUV8I'8C hJ.s men so as to 

€l}filade Baxtert s advance -regim.ents (the 16th Eaine, the 39th }iassachu-

~.et"ts J and the 97th Ne~..r -York). Baxter t 5 bJ.uecl.ads up to this mOLent had 

• . t'-.~ir front. These VGlleys ripped through the pines, whistling acroSS 

&:,Quncl.-d.8i'Bnde~:" b:~ the 32d E2.SS2.chusetts and the 155th Penns~"-lve.nic:;". 

I 
I 

f' 

~. 



I • • I EO"ifmal'! to roll back t he l-iar yland Brigade . Bcier's -:::ree regirJ.ents> wi t h 

I 

I '· 
r , 

II , 

I; , 

II , 
I! .. I 
I f 

1 , 

I 
, 
1 , 
i , 
~ -

I 
I 
I 
1 

:':-:8 'J.r.i t s t o t heir rig~-!t and l eft retrea t ing, ::ound L:'5 i r posi tion lurtenc.ble. 

!! ~'!~e men of t he di f ferent regir.".ents.l minglillg -.o g:eth~:.' ) fel l back in SOE 6 

coniusion, but soon ralli ed around their col c::: ...• IT 
..;.0 

t heir r;:en on . As 

~ener2.1, lee.ped f roE his horse and caught hili 2 $- he· i~ll . As sis t ed by 

SBveral others, Dou.£:l2.s t ook PeEr c..l:t frot! his :.:'Jl'se . :-~e died in the r:a j ol"s 

,arms , almost E.S 500 :1 a.s he t ouched the £ro u.n c~ .. Colc=.dl Hoff man via s severe l y 

·}roundec.. Depl'i vea of tHo of their l eaders , : :;":iman r = ::rigade vras throviTI in-

-:'to confusion . ValuE.c le ti.r .. 8 \ ;'c.s l ost i;-fhile C~-::-~er'aJ_ , '::': :-don r e;or g£,uized the 

}r~gadeJ 8.nd plac ~d the senior -regi4lental cot::,amer! :-:)l on€l JOf..n. G. Kasey) 
" .',<; 

-':fr£ COI13r:and . To ·'make lY'.att·ers 1:Jorse, Hoffm2.n l~ md Ev_:.·.S ' troops h.£.d di-

·>x.ergecl to t he left 2nd right J a large gap h8.G. openec: :..., Gordon I s battle 
-F;-:: .:·: · .. 
~:'¥:~e J near the mill site ~ 41 

':':~ ·:· ·:The Union l ee.ders took advD.ntage of t he:onfede:'E..tes I discOITl.fort to 
. '''::-. 

. }.:.egroup . Genera l Eaxter in the center had hj.5 troo~·:: erect barricades ., 
.",::,:>::: '" . 

" ~~~bout '200 yards southe2.st of Dabney1s I·till. :0 Ba.xt~ :." s right ) Norro\'l 

;'~iiled fo Y' "" cop: .... .: - Y" .... .z..;-2 e~ 
" ~ _ .. ,,. , ' _ c;. c",- ~ VC _ (:... LJ,-, . _ • • P.s the t roops 0':' Cr c. .... Tfc:-~ f s 3d Bri gc:.de 
'I' 

·, -cl;',t :: ..... + • . , ' de l ' . 1 ~ , 
~, .... -::-~ ",eo. t hrough Dccne:J~ I :.. orella.!'; o_o ne..L. r;Io::':Qw we.:. ~ a rlQUS Y ;"ioun ...... ec-: . • 

seeing t h£-. t the bri Z8.cle he.d 

= 

, . 
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Colo=-~l Pearson and his officers, Hafter much h2,yd le_bcr 2,nd exertion, II 

}-s~.l\')I'Y",.ed -:~_e 3d B~ig2_de on B2,xter I s left. 43 

BO' .. re::::-...2.U's .f.'Ic:.ryl2.nders on Pearson's left br2.ced therllselv8s for 8, st,:;:'.nc. 

'the s8.-,:,r:ust. pile. Checking -;.,d. tIl his reginental cOlnrll2.nders J Bowerr-:.aTI \r·;2..S 

44 

marched up at the head. of hi.s' Uvi.sien. L"'1 accord2~nce • .1..' 

HllJ:1 

frc:::~ Generc.l Gordon, Finegan forI:led his troops to fill the g2.p th2.t 

ope nee oet'rlecn E;V2-11S I rj_ght a.nd Kaseyl s left. "Many of his nen he.d besrl 

or 'i.-ounded, ai1.d \'Iith many of his men havi..i1g fired their last roul1d, 

Fe:::~, on the a.rrj_v£~l of Fineg?i'l T s eli vision, i-Iithdre"ri the LouisiC.'.n2. 

,)"c,J)!'lQ'aCi6 a short dist2.TICe to~tJh8ret~le ordnane e vragons were I-:arked. 

Viithi:-: a fel,'i r:uEutes, the 2.ggress:1_"',,-e Gor-don had completed his dis-

'th . . , . , ,45 
E.na. - _.8 enl..l::r-e l.llte aC.V2,nCec.. 

From. left:to rig.~t the !-Inion line assailed by tne h2Td-driving Con~ 

"i-as defended by B01,vermanT s, Pearson 1 s, Baxter f s, and r·lcCoyl s 

An anxiously expected orduGnce train failed to reach'the front 

The c:-y, 11~'je neE;d cc.rtr:i.d.ges!lI w"C.8 raised by a number of the blueclads 

tJ chec~: Gorc_on! s steErnl'o11er. A volley froH~ the rear threl'f 

f;PeB,r'30n's 'Jrigade into a Fc.nic, a ste.mpede ensued. '1'he brige.de on Pear-

(Ba:;::ter t 5) was the next to coll.s.pS8. E.s.ving C2.ved in ~jarretl! s 

t~~e gre:,'cl2.ds,Si-;lJ.ng to the left cnd right, :.ntent on rolling up 

.••.. ·t()'.'.;isr;nE',n1 S 21d Leeoy's units.. NcCo~r, seeiIlg ths.t his brigade ~r2,S in 

;~2.:::.ger of :eing encircled, ca.lled ret.reat. V:ith en,pty eart.ridgs-boxo:Js 

, , 
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1\ • • 1 General Ayres remembered that there "lere several r i dges ) 'f·iith 1I12.r shy 

I 
terrain intervenLlLg, beth'sen Dabney's Hill c.nd the fi ~ld fronting the 

~';·id.gehead . Assisted b:,r his steff ) Ayres tried to rally the troops for 

I . ? ~olding e.ction along these ridges . So shaken w-ere the soldiers} ,·.110 

i;"0r'e the Naltese cross on their CRpS, that on only one occasion ..... c.s AJ":"'es 

I able to bring a sen:b12~"!ce of ord.er oJ).t of t he chaos . But Vihen the troops 
.~' 
, 

I ! 
i 

:' c that. had been posi tionee a.rD.:.ed · mob pa.ss t o their l eft , th ey took 

..thetr 
. , 47 
hee~s . 

Fortunately f or t he V Co::cps rsinforcet:lents ",jere at ha.nd . As he rode I I 
t 

I
II: :.,f"~~~;m Vaughan r oad to confer ;,ith General I'Jarren, General lfneaton heard 

i iriJlg ' off t o the south~tlest. '~'Jheaton , sati s fied that the V Corps had 
I ,'," 

I I ~,~:g: ::~:::: ::~:: :::, :":::::0 ':~~::":"~ :::' ':0::'::'::':;00 
I I ' :!),~:~s directed by Heade"to move over Hc.tcher I s L.si£1 Run, and be in po -

I 
<{.~.~tibn to support the Fifth Corps on the Vaughan road or else;tfhere. " 

I . ,~,p$~;r As he !Od~ out Va,ughan road, wneaton nO"f J;;et Generals Griffin and 

I L~~;~~:::':'!:h:~" ":":0 ':~~:::: ::~ f::':~h:::: :~::" ::::' 
I 1,'11 ;':;;~be three generals ',(ere 

~ :~·~;~~2..t -flaked hor.se. He reported that he had just come from the right, 

-I ! 
I 

conversing, one o f Harrents st2.ff ra.ced up on a 

and Ayres v!ere engaged , a nd the.. t r einf orceEents wer'e 

.~,' . he::. • 
· •.•.• d;;Qed there . 

I ~. 
·t 
\ 
i 

~~he,s.ton 's lead. triga.de by this time ha.d cros sed He"teher nun . Guided 

I 
i 
1 , 
• 

':";;; one of iliarren IS e.id.es.1 Colonel J ar!les Hubbe.~d I s 2d Brigade was c ond.ucted 

'· :.l~ ougn ~.b..e entrenc hments and out t he rOI? d to Dabney's :Hill . Overta.king 

I f 
l;.;hec.t.on lea.roee from the sto.ff-off.ice:c that ~'f2.rren h-sa told 

I f 
t 

.:' 

., 



1 • • 
1 

, 
t , ordered his other t~'iO brigades to form behind the entrencbinents 
, , 
~, 

1 
c,"':i2.it further instructions. 

, 
I , 

1 l , A glc_nce at their badges told the general tha.t· these fugitives 

1 
1 

raisfortG~Le had bef2l1en t.he V Corps troops at Dabney's l,riill. 

on the sa,fe side, he c-eJ.led for Colocel Hubbard to helt and deploy' 

1 brig2de into 1i:18 of c-2ttle. Before HubbeTd could complete his dis-

, lithe m2.ss of the troops in front, ce.me rushing through the 

1 woods 2.rK:' quite over us, 2I!Q it Vias with the grea.test difficulty 

1 
the line could be formed, . so obstructed Has, it by .. the fugitives, vrho 

deaf to every entrea.ty ... 8,nd refused to rally on the flan..l.cs or in 

1 of the' brigE:de there f-orrning. Squads, comp2.nies) 21'ld regiments 

'ra.pidly,to the rear despite our greatest efforts to he.lt them. It 

1 ~\lhile the confusion ,,'-8.8 at its height> \~ihea.ton 'lI2.S joined by Gen-

.1 
1'Iarren, ''''ho re:::arked thE.t· lithe line in front had broken irreparably. 11 

this monent there ha.d bee!1 only sniping in t.he \ioods to Hubbard I 5 

1 l/Jhile Hubb2.rd ~i8.S prepa.ring to thrm1 out skirrli.ishers., his men 

several volleys from a l-L?le of troops clad in blue unifoTIIlS 

1 left rea.r. Forturlately for the VI. 'Corps people., these volleys 

1 
fired. too rJ.gh toinfl.ict m2.n~r c2s~lalties. 

These crashing volle:rs -,...rere disch2.rged by Burrts brigade of Griff'inls 

1 Burr I S troops hE.d follO'tied Sickel's dOl:m Vaughan roc.d. Before 

:,12 :t'e&.ched Keys', his ord8rs "iere countel'i:i.e.nded, end Burr I',as c~irectec~ 

1 . 
;,.:; follm·[ Hubbard 1s brigE.de to the scer'le of 2_ction a.t De.bneyts :"::l.2.l~ 

1 • 63 
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hheu the VI Corps people disappeared i-'lto the pil-:es., Burr h2,lteo. and for-rEed 

his troops into line of b8.ttle in c.. field" Hi thcl.j:, doing Yllu.ch check:L.'1.'g, 

r:~U1T bello~,/ec., "Fire! u 

To avoid. ha,ving his troops slaughtered by the V Corps, 1'~neaton told 

2'..i.bbard to ~AJ-ithdr8.\·J frorCl the pines. 
T~ , 

nliC-

bera redeplo~;-ed his briga.de in 2. fiela . 

tired, ,-.'1 . ,they "rere follo .. ,red by Confederc..te sfcc.r:::shooters, vlho infil-

trated the 1-lOods to their front- 6 

The gatherin.g da.rkc;,essa.nd llgene:cal confusicE!! I:.:.2.C8 it difficult for 

Hubbard to effect his dj. spositions. Pe2.TSOn'S bl'ig2.de, hsviYlg been :r'8-

filed into posj,.tion on Ht:.ocard I s left,. ~~~1:'ee reginents (the 1 st 

and the 118th Pennsylvcnia of Pes.rsonts t:LLgade, and the 121st 

48 
of Hubbard t s) Here deployed and &dvanced. 2..5 skirTi1ishers. 

Burrrsbr~Lg2..de i.n the Lle2,ntime had disintegrEtecl, retreati.ng in great 

utheirofficers ha.ving'no control of the=., 1tihatever·. H "'"Losing 

sense' of direction, rn.any of Burr T s bluecoats oecc·.TIle so frightened 

they c on.tinuec~ to fire into the b~:.cks of units to their front. 

discharged ~heiI' rifle-r;mskets into the c.ir. Colonel Burr finally 

11 
0 ' • h 1'" 't' .;';u"b'oa.rdts rl'gh+. 49 a sma .larce, i-.[[tJ.C he ea lD"GO POSl lOE eli,~· v 

h2.ving been disorga.nized by the horsesclc::"ers bres.king through its 

!'s'"1ks, 110uld rejoin him. as soon e.s the men had been. re-forLed. But in 

-:he left ~,"' He eD-COu.ntEI'en e. F:ebel picket," 1:Lr:E-, 

.:.2~ed ~"~:.c>u.nsupported., the ·trig-;;.de soon coJ.le.ps~i. 

;·,~L~.C h he 

50 
eng2.ged·. 180-

Li81..:.i:,er~2.nt Colonel Frederick ti'. Locke 1,12.5 e:: :'C'ute to the fl'0ilt fro;:!~ 

DOS 1:. ' .. ;0. en . , 

,"", 

J,.'." 
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He quickly de~oloyed the corps I provost gu2.rd 0...'10, ~·Iarren! s escort acr'oss 

sn. opert field) ~"lith instr'uctions to round up the refugees. Sighting 

• !Ie, r~~,2-SS oI- trosps 'l,',iith colors retiring through the ~,,[oods to the left:: 

• the field) Locke rode over to learn vrho they ·v~ .. ere. 1,Iost of these 

sol.diers I·;-ere found to belo~1.g to GT/~ .. -n 1 s brig2..de. 

• gB.lloped up shortl:r there2,fter ,and explai:n.e.d that "his brigacie had 

• after-receiving but a slight fire from. the enemy. H 

• aRe-form your bri~~2.de j 2.dvance to the !NDOds, and deploy so as to 

the retreat) II Locke Snc.ppec., 2.8 he pointed tOviard the pines to his 

• front. 

A nurr:lJt:I' of BO"'.'ierman I s }fe.ryJ.2nci.ers Vlere n01·j encQutltered ~'fandering 

• the field. Locke rallied a number) telling IIG~~-:m to take charge 

• them qlong vlithhis mill command.. II 51 

Night had closed in, so the fighting soon ceased. Taking adv8.nt2,ge 

• full moon, Warren reorganized his corps. The five brig2.des (Burrfs, 

I and IT.ustered inside the bre2.st,,'[orks defer~ded by ~~hee,ton IS 1 st 

I 3d Brigades. 

Colonel 'Hinthrop t sbrige:de of Ayres 1 division 1o[8,S recalled from 

• Keys t f2,:t:'t:l. ,rc2..rching to the right, ~I[inthropl s blueclE.ds relieved Pear-

son 1 s, 2.nci 2.. sSi.:m.ed r6spons:Lbility for picketing the pines to the left 

• right of the lJcJ)tle: IS Eill rOG.a a Pea.rson., 2.S soon a,s ne ha.ci rec2.1.1ed 

• '.<~.,e:;. - ., ", -- reE).menl"s, r:::l0Vec. 08.CL<: into the rifle-pits out of "<Jhich he had led his. 

• 
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I:','. · . tt1&.t his people 1tiere the only ones rem.:.:d_ning in Keys l. -field. He 2.ccorc.-

\' 

•• I 
• 
• 

j~,,:;:l.:r redeploY'sd his troops clon.g lie. ne1"J cm.d more eligible line for de-

:S[':siV8 oper"c,tions and renlainecI: urlCler' a:.:'C,-s 2.2-1 nig:1"L. It Sickel! 3 pickets 

c!1 the right "I,'rere in contact 1,v:ith Viinthrop t s, \'ihile on the left they con-

Orders ...... rere no;·,; received for ;-iheaton 
,.L. ..:'" va "Pr...L 1:. nara Vi his division east of 

;-:'~.tcher RlLY). and IIm2-S8 L'1 SOL~e COn-'i"enient place. II t_s Hubb2.rd t s troops 

• tre.mpecl through the .e2.rth,mrks, the 1 st 2.nd 3d Brig.3.des fell in beh:L.'1cL 

Crossing the stre2.L, 7,";heaton 1 s divi_sj_on ldent into bivQue,c nearCur.1Yrings' , 
~ , 
! 

54 
(.ouse. 

The Confeder-ates ~urs1ie6. the Feder&ls through ~De forest. Da:rkness 

't;"C.s at hand by the time Gordon1 s battle lines gfd.ned the fields fronting 

the brBastvrorks )gu2.rding the a,ppro&ches to the Vaughc::,n r02.d cross~Lng. 

Go,r(loj~ts units bad been disorganized by the ra.pid advance, and it 1fiOuld 

• ·).calee 
ti.lne to regroup for an 2.ssault on the barricades to his front9 

accord:Lngl~r dec2.ded to rec2.l1 his troops and retu.rn toD8,bney' s 

• 
* 

Before beginning the ret"i..:.rn r0.rch, Gordon Sc.\'i tha.t a strong line of 

c~ltPOStS1NC"S established, "ihile fe.t.igu,e pE.:-ti es \'ier-e or g2.nized to police 

• the bE.ttlefield B.nd collect arms and accoutremer,te e.be.r1doned by tr,e V 

• 
• 
• 
• 

C::rps people in theil' ;'fild flight. 
es-

There 'Has little rest in the S01J.ti1E:rD camps, 2.S Gorcon 2nc his gen-

• ;/ 
~v 
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hospital ste~'i~rds dressed the ~'rounds of the injured, burial deta.ils ..... -ent 

about the~r gl'iril ta.sk. 

sent Colonel }{CAllister viith c. pe.trol to 

one and one-h21.f:cd.le e.dyance brought the bluecoc;,ts out in front of the 

Rebels t breastvlOrks,. but the trlrt.ternuts w-ere so engroe.sed in the fight-

beyond Ha.teher Run thf"t thsJ'- ignored the 

Nm·,rs ths.t the COi1federC:'.tes ~·,'ere s",',-eeping back the V Corps caused 

2. feu unplBc.scnt m.o[~,ent8 _ Chief of Steff heo(, c;,t 5 :2~5 telegr,s.phed 

Comrn.ander Eu.r:lphr6~IS- to hold 211 the troop;:: he could lIspa.re in 

t 'H tl" '1 It 57 o move (,0 ~·~a.rren promp y ana raplQ_y. Hardly hELd the 

in HD1llphreys t, cornr~l£~nd post clicked out this i~formation) before a 

1'f2.S received to rush troops to the Va,ughan road crossing of Hatcher 

5$ 

HU1J.phreys told t'lott to put De Trobri8.nd t slst B:r::Lga.de in motion. 

De Trobric~nd. I s troops, 2,500 stron[, were falling out, orders 

I'lott froI:1 II COl'9S he8.c.qua.rters to ~;'ithdrald V{est. t s brigade 

from t he line. \'Jest 1 s people v.-ere to foJl.Oi',i De 'l'robri2,ncL To increase 

I further' the strength of the C01Uillll,.)18 V1C!.S to !i"l.<:"rch to t iC"rren I s assistance, 

cc.lleci. on Rc;:1Se~! C3,DQ I·Ic:..1.11ister fora, regir!"lent 8c,ch. 59 

I De Trobric-rld I s brigc_de took the lea.d as the reJ.iBf colunn st~rted 

I 
Gene1'2l Nee.de halted De Trobriand, 

t:;J..ling hiE th2. t ~;,i2.rJ::'en T s troops had checked the Confederate onset, and 

I t~ .. 2.t he "'"Jas to return to his fOl'!!~er position .. 
60 

,:j8St I S brigade "";2.:3 
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stopped E.nd countermarched. Vlhile the regilTLents frOI(L Nc,~,-llis-'verf s 

2.ncl Ra.T;rsey's bri.gcdes 1;/ ere retur':Ged to the brec:.st-r;'[orks" De 'I'ro'criand' c' and 

At the time th8.t De 'I'robriand and hest ~1j-ere instructed to reinforce 

Humphreys h2-G. teleg-£'aphec Gener2l I·Tiles to Tush a brigs.de dovrn 

7aughan roc.a" Nile::: D,t 7 0 t clock his 2d 2rigao.e, Col.oEel replied " ' "GDc.L.-

c. Duryea, cor:..J]~Bnding, had- been ordered out. Du.rye.s f s troops 

gone onl;;r a short distance,v-lhen Niles c.t 7:37 'Has notified that the 

1"\ro 

62 
so he \';-2,8 to recall his 2d P.rig:2c6. 

sections of II K, hth U. S. 

the other telo::--:ging to the 1 Oth E2ssac~lusetts) employed. their guns 

support the V Corps. As the Inen li'iho ~';"ore the: Ncl tese cross retreateq . .) 

four guns emplaced nec.r ArEl.strongl s shelled the 1..;Qods a.cross the run. 

At the time the V Corps broke, tl.JO units of Colonel Pierce t s brige.de, 

69th Perms:rl-J"c";''lia End the 4th Ohio Be,ttalion, \·rere called up frap! the 

,"e:eCl"U'p 2nd took position covering the dam and a bridge that had been 

across Hatchcr' Run, ne;]T Arm.strong's Hill. As they d.ouble-timed 

position, they "Yiere fired on by Rebel sharpshooters posted in the 

and underbrush on the south bank. 

Eea.de, re2.1izing that the, VI Corps had been materially vleE.kened b~T 

+, 
' 'd1e need to enplo::-- ~.;Ihe8.ton ·to strengthen his field force) issu.ed orders 

64 
General P2.rke -:'0, rush the E..'"1gineer Brigc.deto Aiken's house. The 

t:-i,gao.e on reportitlg to Gett:r occupied the line betHe2;:--~ Batteries i\j'os. 

"t "" t l S r2f/1 X:XDI. A 28?-man detc.il 

f:::'')t:t the Engineer Brigc.de relievsd the Elen l.tne2.ton had left on the ~~j_c:-'st 

• 
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After r-asults of the 

o • 

ZOrC8G 

i.e ,',[:orren I s troops, ',,;00 ,.,ere then prep:oring to r:love out, encountered the 

~()r:£'ederE.t8s behind fortific:,?,i::'io-ns" he -~·[ou.ld requ:Lre fresh instTuctions. 

or nm'i practice.ole. II 
The conc.ition of the r02.ds, "'ihich 1'i"2.S very be.d, 

leek of 5 lJ.ppJ.ies prec11i.ci6Q e:.(tendec. to 

\'i-est. 
As far 2.8 i,i€[~de could see, he hao. only t"JO opi:.,ions--to 

6n-

trench t:[here he -.. ias or y;ithd:CE~H. 
Kecvde VTas of the opinion that if fur-

'ther operations Viers conter,:.p18.teci, it :d_zht be ",Jell if t.he Army of the 
u 
00 

extended,its entI'enched line to HE-tener Run. 

Gr8.nt registereci hi.s opposition to ;,,-c.king an 2.t/cc~c:··: OIl a fortified 

line. 

to hold out to 

69 
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Cr~AP'iER I II 

Notes 

o. ~ . J Serie s ~fJ,VI , pt. . I , 26C, 266, 269, 27C- 271 , 287, 

293 , Pearson 1 s 3d. 3 1'i &;8.cle its 

right resting at Armstrong ' s r,jj~l and it.s l eft extending t o wi t hin 

50 ya.rc.s of Vt:.ugfEon road. Pee.rson, . a.fte:c adv2.ncing a strong picket 

line ) put .. his t l'OCpS to l;'1o r k stre~16ht€::~li..r1g t~1e r i fle-pits . 

ford IS civi sipr: v:E.S to constitute a str2.tegic reser-ve, rea d:,T to 

march at a. mOi,lent !s notice to eithe;:- i;a.r:ceil's o:c HUinphreys l sup~ort. 

0, ~., Ser ies I, Vol. ;;1,1/1 , pt. II; 399-400. 

O. ]i. , Sed,es I, Vol. XLVI, pt. I, 225, 227. The 105th Pennsylvania 

of "Jest 1 s brig2..cie had reported to De T:{'obri ana. on its r eturn from 

the recop,..i:1aiss;:;.nce d m .. m Va.ugha n road . r:Iajor Hess and his- troopers 

of the 3d F61:..nsyl .. ·-c:r:.ia , having patrol ed V2.U&1.an road d.uring the 

night , took position at Cummings ' house on .recrossing the run. 

] o ; d 254 25~ 260 360' 3 6o~ J~ll Tn' e 6+11' Ohl_'O at ~ ~l.'s tl.'om,op re-___ ." ' " , , , ,. _ VH_ 

Q. g., SerieS I , \lol , ~·:.LVI) pt . II , 390 . Ne&G.e spent the night of 

the 5t n c.t Aiken 15 !l:)US 6. 

[o i ci. ., kc2J . 

0 " " e >-; c" T !To 1, . ',:G,:v" ;,', _' !:.:::. ') v ..t.~. '"-"'- _ •• ) _ .- 1, 25l" , 258, 280 . 

Q. £l . ) SerieS I, 'foJ.. XLVI , I-'t . II) l;.23 ; Q. Ii . ) Serj.es I, Vol . XLVI , 

" 0,' 
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• • Q. g., Series I, Vol. XLVI, pt. I, 225; 228; Q. E,., Series I, Vol. 

XLVI, pt. II, 424. De Trobriand .ras accompanied on his forced 

reCODEaiss2..'!ce by trw 2d U. S. Sh£;.I'pshooters, the 20th IndiaYi2_, 

the 17th Naine, am the 1 st Hare Heavy Artiller:r • The redoubt 

Vias on rising ground, near a oa.rn in front of Armstrongt shouse. 

Q. li .. ., Series I, Vol. XLVI, pto I, 3L)~; Q~ B .. ) Series I, Vol. XLVI, 

pt. II, 424. 

Q. g., Series I, Vol. XLVI, pt. I, 254; Q. 3,., Series I, Vol. XLVI, 

pt .. II, 431-4320 Confederat.e dese~ .. te::-,s ha:-l stated that their ;:.orks 

extended south to Gravelly Run, about a mile southv.Jest of Dabueyt s 

Hill. 

Q. g., Series I, Vol. XLVI, pt.II, 434, 

Q. g., Series I, Vol. XLVI, pt. I, 254-255. 

M<!., 255, 

~., 298. 

~., 344. 

~., 287, 293; Q. g., Series I, Vol. LI, pt. I, 286. 

Q. E., Series I, Vol. XLVI, pt. I, 287, 293, 296, 390; o. E., Series 

I, Vol. LI, pt. I, 286, 283, 290. 

Q. g., Serie s I, Vol. XLVI, pt. I, 381. 

Ibid" 381, 390; Douglas, I Rode ' .. !ith StoneHa1l, 326. 

Q. B:., Series I, Vol. XLVI, pt. I, 290, 291-292; Buton, "The Battle 

of Hatcher! s Run, It Confederate Veteran, XVII, 119. 

Q. E., Serie s I, Vol. XLVI, pt. I, 390. 

Veteran, XVII, 119. 

2.5 2. h., Series I, Vol. XLVI, pt .. I, 287, 293) 392; Q .... !e., 0E'::cj::·s I) 

fT< .~ ~ 
'" ~-.- , .. -293, 295. pc. 
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of t he , 16th 1·faine !'eported. that in t his advance, Color Sex·gec.nt 

Luther Bradf ord 1I~({-aS .. ·roi.Ll1o.ed in the left arm .(causing amputation 

I of s aEe ) ,·:tii.2..e g&.1lan.tly be<3.r5.ng the c olors _in e.d:"#-crlce of th~ line , 

I 
urging the men on to their 1-:ork . This i s the thi rd time he he..s b een 

H01Ltld.ed . It O. ~. , Series T Vol . I,I, pt . I , 288 . . -'- , 

I 9... !!: . , Se!:'ies I, Vo~ . )"1' .\'-;:-1 , pt . I, 255 , 460; Q. !!: • , Series 0- Va: . ~ , 

XLVI, pt . II , h32 . . 

I Q. ~ . , Serie3 I, Vol . :J)11 , }it . I , 2BO ; Be.?,.1-e, f:..isto~ of the 9~ 

I 1\ Q. E., Series I, Vol. XLVI, p t . I, 366, 368, 369-370 . 

I ' Ibid . , 368, 370 . 

Ibid ., 280, 366 . Colonel 2 . A. J c·.neKa :) of the 1st Ne't.r Jers ey recover ed, 

I l,'/hile Lieut e;'!.2.nt Colonel ·F . L. rfrem2.in of the 10th He;,.,' YOl~k Cavalr~r died . 

! , I I 
, I 
I t , 

\ 

Q. g. , Series I, Vol. -XLVI; pt . I , 266, 280, 281. Upon being rel ieved , 
r 

by Sickel I stroop:: , 1,:1i.nthrop reported, his men retired 1175 to 100 ya.rd.s 

I ! 
I 
I 

in rea.r of rt:y position an d replenished my boxes ~'ii.th t h.e e.rr.rr.unition 
, 

I 
! 
1 
1 

'/hich I had ju.st then st:.cceeded in procuring . " 

Ibi2-. . , 366, 368, 370. 

I r oid . , 277 , 278, 282, 281, . 

I From 

I 
' ... right to left t he bri lJ"E..(le 't-[2..f: posted: the 32d ;':assachusetts, the 15S"th 

I ~:a.:i.n '3, t he S3d ?enn5~- J.v2.!1ia, t he 91st Pen.:.'!s:.'·lv:::n i a. , and the 1st. I,8.chi.g2.n. . 
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• • o. B. } Series I , Vol. XLVI, pt ~ I, 2'"/1., 277, 278 . 

c S Art~llerY,:1 

Southern ]i:::.-:'ori c 2.1 Scci.e7.v Fa:_~,ers" XXVII I, 368-369 . ___ • ______ _ ___ ~ _ ____ .4.- _ p __ 

9,. g .. -, Series I , Vol . XLVJ: , pt . I, 271, 277 , 278 . 

I, Vol. ;n.VI, pt . I , 279, 2$ 2, 293 . 

Q. t . J Series -- .,.-, 
.L J V o..!... • J.LYI, pt~ I, 390, 392 ; Douglas , L Roc.e i:?i:th 

Ka jar Douglc.s rec2.11ec~ , t h.e ques tion )-i~ S p.sked) 1I~'~no ",muld t ell 

"YOi.i r.L?s t do j .t Dou,€la.s ,1I snapped General Gordon .. 

"HeaV8!15 ! General--I fll lead a Iorl o!'n hope--do anything tha.t 

i s war .....c-but not that . Send Nevi. He ls married and kno \'Js v;o;rle~; I 

• IJ.. : Gon 1... ._ 

"Najar Ne .... ; r..rent on his unenv:Lable du.ty and 1 t ook the Genera l t s 

bod:! bFcl:: t.o my roo!:'. e.t Heaci.quCly·ters. An hour a f ter , e.S the General 

l ay , de;.:.d , an I~r bed , I hea rd. the- 8Eb ule.nce pa.ss just.. out si cl e the 

>rindO'.'f, . t aki.11g hI's . PetTam back to t hei r quarters. Ne'" had. not seen 

her yet anel she CQd not knoT.<I j but her mother 1o°l8.S v.Jit h her . 

f' / _2ancee 

327 . 

Q. ~., Series I , Vol . XINI , pt . I , 287 , 289, 2-93; o. ~., Sey· joe s I , 

LI, pt. I , 286 , 2$8, 291 . 

Q. !l., Ser'ie s I, Vol. XLVI , pt . I, 27 1-272, 276; 9, . Ii . , Series I , 

1 0 ~ ,. T 
!fO.l , L.L , I, 293, 295, 296 . 
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Q. !!:., Series I, Vol. XLVI, pt. I, 282. 

Confec.~::·-:_te -----.----

Officer -----

O. D Ser:Les I, Vol. XLVI, pt. 
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Cha.pter Tv 

I 
I It nE,d cloudsd up E.nd a. coJd rain ~·IE.S f2.11ing at. d2:rbrec-k on Feb-

I 
shifting his brigades,. aso as to bri.:.'1g 2.11 of ee..ch division together. it 

I At 8: 15 a .I1. Vfarr6D teJe£r2.phed Chief of Staff Ttlebb that since the 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
II 

.1 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

on the picket line) 1'iinthroyt s people could. see Confederate troops mov-

ing 8.cout in their i.cket posts. :;,~'-er!.'en specuJ_~~ted th2:C t ne foe li\[e.S 

either relieving their out posts or reinforc:i_ng the::1. 

ljvebb, in replying, observed. thc.t General Heade desired a report on 

the condition of the V Corps, a.Do an estimate of the cE.8u.s,lties suffered 

in yesterda.:?"t S Dp.ttle. ~Aiarren Vl8"S to push out skirrn.ishers to ascert2.in 

Use 

the Rebels viere still in force to his front. If they \~-ere, he Has to 

2 
of e.ttacking. 

N:eano,'fhilB, Hoone:r Iee 1 s ce,',~alI':;-, trailed by an inf8.n tr'iJ skirrrcish 

line, viaS sighte( 2,dv5.r1cinf across the field.s south of Vaughan road. 

Colonel Sickel1s outposts and the grey-clads soon opened fire) End for 

., 
line next L~5 minutes the two skirmish lines banged alti2.:r. 

As soon 2.S he spotted. 'G(!8 Dutternuts, Colonel Sickel hG.QCont2.ctec. 

Dr nis reguilents, ;'lhich he positioned on the left of 3ickel l s inf2ntI'y. 

.j 
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• • 
the 6th ., because of the dense -:'-ioods -, the artillerists ~Ie:ce glc?,d to see., 

as the octtery drove d 01tJi'1 Vaughe,n roc.d) that the country terea,bout.s ~tTc.s 

hard .. The ro.in soon changed. t o sleet . The C6.nfederEtes J i;Jho had heen 

sent to ge. trIer c.rDS 2-c2T!.doned. in the previous a fter.noon! s fight, nOK 

? 

pullec~ bc.ck into the ~;;o O(:.s. '':; 

~'1arren at 9:20 received. e..r.other note siE;t'1ec. by Genera.l 1iebb . The 

chief of s~a.fi' ~N"2.nted the IT Co~ps les.cler to give due consir.';,eration in 

drafting his ple..r:.s to l,Tee.de I S des:Lre ~ , ' 
0 !lc.T.. 

at the e2..rlj_est 

~·o fa.r) 2.11 

,tha.t he had seen 8. nd hec,rd satisfied him that the Rebels ,';ouI d not mck e 

a stand this sid.e of Dc.bney ' s' I-till. He t'ias corrVoinced tr£t the V Corps 

':/(. could drive the Rebels "tha.t f8.r, if at all, \oathout the a i d of more 

I , 

I 

, th?-n one of Gregg T s bri gc.6.es .. .. IT If J.lee.de so ~, .. "ishe~ , the other tviO 

~avalry brige,des ·coEld be rec~.lJ.ed. at once . 5 

Meade 'at 1 oJ :l~O issFed instl'uctions fo~.' ~\iti.rren to Harder . Gener-s.l 

Gregg to .te.ke .t wo of his briga.des to RO"~~anty Post-Offi ce, vrith th~i.~ 

horses , 8..:c •.. . 11 l'here Gregg \'.jould see th2.t rd.$ troopers i:iere p:coVisj_oEed. 

and kept 'dell j,n [12.;'''1C~, so they "!;mulct be rea.d;::r to march ags.i.n~.t the foe T s 

!.It .') carr:/ out the ins-'c.ru.ct:i:ons contained 

~".~ , \ 
·":Cl';..!...BS I ) tr.8.t ': feYe 

By 1 0 I clock the t1tiO brif2.C:eS 

lec.Ger E.Cl'O S3 
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~-ere r ead.y t o rl.a.e. Just as he '([as putting his hOl'sesoldiers into r.lot i on , 

a. c ourier rod.e up i.·lith ac.ciittona l inst~'uctions frem aTT"~' hea.dquc.rte r s . 

Gregg nO~i J.ea.r ned that -he cov.ld pos t hj.s cOITfand in the r.-;.ost suita.ble 

place to v'/atch tne Halifax atd Perkins T r oads . Should he f ind it diffi -

cul t t o supply his division at- the¥t point, he ',[e. s a:c.tnorized to mov e bG.ck 

tG Fort Dushan.e . 
7 

Gregg by ' dusk he.d p08te(~ his two brige.des at t he junction of the 

Halifax a nd ~iY'2.tt rreds . One regiment (the 2 1st Per.illsylv~nic¥ C2.~"'-2.1.ry) 

he.d be e7'.. acivc.nced to rtOV!2.nt y Postoffice, wj.th pickets t hr olrw. out on t ae 

Perkins I and · Ree.!:.s t stati on r oc.c.s . .~'1other regiment flEd· been sent to 

reconnoiter the count ry bet1';eert R.ec.::~s f sta,tioh 2.ne. StonJ·· Creek . Troopers 

fromthe 21st Pennsylvan.::La) 

bad t(e. t ched as a briga.c.e of Rebel inf~ntrY' tnarched ao;'!Y.!. the roa.d. on the ·f I 
. . 'd ", D t oppos~"t-e 5 2. e 01. "Gne ..u..m"ran y •. Union a,nd Confederate pickets i n t.his 

8 
sector confronted ea.ch other "d. th stree.m. betol!een . 

Several. hours before · he left t he Hest 5 ide of Hatcher Run, Gregg had 

I I 
·'1·· ". 
1

_-- - ·'-had the "troopers o f t!'-,e b:ri. gcde (Ker ... d.n ' s) that "jas to r8rr-ci n behind t o 

I I 
II 
I 
II i 
! 
i 
I 

I 
I 

r elieve Sickel ' s so they could rejoin their parent unit--

Griffin 's divi sion . Ker"iin I S horsesoldiers by 11 a . m .• had. moved into 

9 }:ositj . .on across V~ugha.n road) 6.nd E.:i.ckel t s br~.go,c;e Earche(;' up the r es,Q . 

Col onel KerTtlin) not long after Gregg' had d.epa.r ted., ::cec ej_ved or dere 

r OEd . 

,..>, • 
.l.~ J.. S force ~ras to tr-~'· 2nd. push the ?.eb els to their front c.C.:cc ss Gre.veJ.J.y· 

: :-i.' .. r~ . If the Confec.er.;s..tes 1/fere enccw~tered. i n fo:cce) the patrol l;ic.S t o 

~c.~ ; tc" -d 10 - - '"'-!'e on fie Or-lge:. e . _ 

'l' he .L.; th Pennsylvania ) Colonel Youne corr:.rr:2.ndir:g, "i~S the uni. t seJ.f;c ·;:'eci 
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• • • 
• the Fenrlsylvaniens a s t hey rode em,n Vaughan roa.d , till the;:,- hed pe;-,e·· 

trated to within one-half Tf~le of t heir goal. St-rikj31g the Rebel picicet 

• ! I ,. 
I . 
II 
! 

li.ne c.t this ' po2.nt .1 CoJ..one}_ YO~.lng shouted. i'or w _s bugler "GO sound } nChE.1:-ge!!: 

'rhe b-ut·ternuts viere fo r ced beck to the stream, ,·(here they bra.ced for a 

s ta.nd . A lightning-like flan ... !{ moverflsn-c by Y01L~g ' s 1st Battalion (.,thich 

G:cc·,veJ .. J.;j'· Run and into r ifle-

pits on the-other $id~ . 

Cannoneers no'll' ope~led. on the YarL"ks 1,·-iith their t;.~·o 3-inch 1:Jhi.t1:'o:e-ths . 

Recal l i.l'1g his troopers ., CoJonel Young headed· back ~p Vaughan road .) a.s II t .· t he hexagollE,l bolts knocked branches end boughs f r om the t rees t o t he 

\1." " t roopers ' ri_gc,t a::d left _ A squa.dron of Rooney Lee 's dismounted Con-

1."' .. -':1 .. :".': f ecler iCtes f ollo"led the bl uecoets a s far as t he point .where the jicket s 

I had' been assail ed . Young now "Iheel ed his col umn about, and thes e Rebels 

I " 
I quickl y rej oined their corttrades be~·ond t he st:cec: ~ . 

On his return .) Cclone~ Your:.§. explained to Colonel Ker\.'lin that t he 
. ...;.; " 

l i':-.'.?Onfeder ates ~ppe2.red "to have one b r i gade of cavalry" in the trenches 

11 so'tith of Gra "t/elly Run. 

General. Ayres ha.d s pent a good part of the mor ning on the pj_cket 
.. 

l ine _ vihet he say! ""d heard from Colonel l-ii nt hrop convinc ed the gen-

eral t h2.t t his ruggec.:. d.ut:/ h,t~. (~ tal-<:cn i ts toll) beca.lls e the inf.:~. tJ.tryr[te n 

. ~ost , Ayres , recc.l ling th2:t - ~12. rre;:l h~::d e:Qressed an i ntention to re-

liSYe Hinthrop ' 5 blu€c:Jats 1:£.3 soon .s.S iaTI:e other t r oops coul d be fitted 

~,'ri'ote C:olonel Locke . A:'Y8S , c.fter e;cplaining 

" 12 
repJ.a ced. 

i-:2.rren acceced to )..~r"!:eG I ret:.:.;.:.e~t, . As soon c.s Sickel I s troo9S 1"8 -

I • 73 
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entered the periIne"ter., they replaced Burr's brigade behind the earthltrorks 

on Pea tson I s left . Burr's people then moved out and relieved Einthro p I s 

' 011 the picket 1.1..118 . 'rroops of his uztit not assigned to outpost duty ~:;e re 

into line of battle by Burr, and. turned to erecting breast~,"orks . 

per i odic intervc.l s during the cold) Tt!et afternoon, the \·t:)ods occu pied 
1 ~ 

B-:'i.X'r I S bri.g2.de 1'[€i"8 s{l€l1.ed by Rebel Rrtiller:i • ;; 

' ... :. ", .':.': 
:"," 

;'" FOI'lTl..ing and musterinK his troops as soon as they ".Jere relieved.) 

,"t::,\:;:,. 
~,;j~":1'ijnthro~ led thein. b8.ck into the bridgehead., where they caEtped behind the 

• ',,~~." C" ' cs 14 . LoS rr.anning t~e va.:.. -'-...!.. c;.. .......... . 

On the nO!"y!i . .11[ of Fe'Jrtl.ary 7, ltfarr'en had dispatched Captain Cope to 

the gl'olmd to thE; right a nd. loca.te a bcttery }:osition, \tihere the 

F.,d,el"," ls ,could emplc.ce guns to r eply t o the Rebels 1 cannons at Da.oney "s 

Near Armstrong' s Hill, the captain fOlmd g.cound having the neces-

prerequisites . He also observed tha t the II Corps I b2.tteries f.t 

s house could be helpful. in neutralizing the troublesome Con-

guns . 

Fording He.teller Run T;!here Pea rson 's right a.nchored) Cope cros·s ed the 

grou.nd in fr<:>nt of the works and visited the II Corps pickets.. Sec:-
-, 

signs of the Johnnies, the captain concluded that they must have 

in their line of outposts. Cope ) on rejoining Ttlarren ) told. 

, . 15 
he ree. seen , 

il'iarreq ) after listening to. vrheif. Cop'e'· he.d t032.Y J determined to s 'ee 

he eouId dislodge the Rebe.ls fron their e.dvc.!lce rifle-J:its .. At 10 a . T·'! .• 

red.u.ced his plc.n to !tfTiting . Gener.::J. Cr&.\v-ford was' to move out from 

, i:.~e right of the br:;"dgehea.d a.ne: ?ssaiJ. t r.e f oe ; tnea.ton ' s VI Corps ' divi-

·\ i .,.,n' ' , - .... - ~'iOt:.ld. be heJ..o 

., 

ready to reinforce Crc: ... ,;ford . 
16 



• • 
l'ihen- Captai.."rJ. Cope del ivered t o Cravlf or d his co py of t he c j.r cul2.r ~ 

I 
explaL71ed th2.t the 'J.1hird Division i-TaS t o "push out as far as poss].ble 

I 
B ' , " th'" ' 'C " , , '. ' Y "Lne 'Ll me. c."V vope r s ,s. cnea ra-:"iI O!'Ct s comnJann pos .... ., t he "(. roops 

I re.filleci their ,:c.rtri(~ge -.boxes . :jlhen Craw'ford ]:8.ssed the vw :td t o 

I 
to move ou.t , the bri gc.c.e COITllE.nders called for their uni ts to 

in on their color lines . 

I B2xter ' s br i gad e took t re e lec~d E.S the C01UJriJl marched up the 1,1est side 

Hatcher Run , the treas t't;ork s behi nd which Pearson I s t r oops crouched 

I left . Oppos ite Arr~'.strong: s 1,;iIl, the coLlen tux'ned to t he l eft 

I 
P'"SS"'Q· . through the ' VIorks. ~fJ. short dis t B.nc e beyond the rifle- pits) 

called for General Baxter to halt and deploy hi s troops into 

I battle . , Covered by a double line of skirmis iiers , the 39th 

t',a~sacnttsetts i n adv811ce and the 11 th Pennsylvanj_a in support, the bri -

I . r esuIn.ed t he advance. CraT,oJford t s other brigades fol loKed Baxter I s 

I 
lirie·- -Brc.gg 's .or! the l eft a.nd i-kCoyT s on the right . 

ba;..'Cer ' 5 skirmis hers \'Jere fired on by Rebel pickets>I-'Osted ,behind 

I earth"iorks . These greyclad.s be},gBEed t o Brigadie r Gener al G. 

Sor rells Georgia Brigade of Fine22.n ' s d j.vision . The 11t h Penn-

I advanced to assist the 39t h iYIa.ssachus etts, and the Georgi a.ns 

I f orgec. c.h e.!? d thr-cugh the s odG.en f ores t J<;lri vlng the g1'6:;tcl':;.js 

I General- Sorrel \"JC:~S a mong the casu~_l ties in this pha.s e of 

fight ing . 
/ 

A Union r ifl eman put 2. minie ball through h1s ches t, 

I Pi~rcing t he generc.l ' s "right 1un2, s1r!i3.shing the ribs fron t c.ne r 9 .:£:.t,.1! 

I • 75 
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1 vias carried,' to the rear by his aides . Although he x'ecovered ) the 

over f or Sorrel . A three-quart er mile advance brought Ea.x"ter f s 

I to B. clea:cing . - Out in t he fi eld. i n front of t he sk in:-,ishers "ia s-' 

1 
or.cuuc".Le Ij~'le of Harks held in force by Confeder ate inf antry. A short 

to the.5_r right "72.S 8. :parapet \<lith embra.sures., through ltihich pro-

1 t.he ugly- iii.l.~.z,!,l.es of s eve.t:'a l ce.nnon . 
18 

The Confederates had spent a rnis'erable morning .strengthening the 

1 of works .I!l.arkeo. out the previous even in.o- COV8Y·L.'1g their position :J . - 0'..> -

I 
('iill. Gu....Yl.S IT.c.nnec. by Ellett f s arld several other batter i es 

"'illia;~ J. Pe.§:re.m' s Artillery Battalion 'were manhahdled' .along 

1 .Iiii,,';rh tra ils a.nd into position a t s tra:t.egic points ~ehind the parapet s . 

from Genera.l Finega,ri f 5 dj;visionled by General Sorre~~ had be~n 

I fOrY"lrd at dm,n to hold the picket line . 

1 
As soon c,s he 1r!cts ~otified ', bJt Sorrel that the Federa l s , vlere ·advanc-

force, General Gordon had the "long roll" bee.ten . In forr,ring his 

~ I t o meet the rene";ed Union advance, C-ordon posted Pegram' s division 

by General Johnston) on the right., r,n ile Finegan ' s division 

1 into position on Johnston I s l eft . General Evans I divis ion \'fa s held 
-, 19 

I 
'r eserve) .ready :to move for .. ;ard a t a moment t s notice . 

After Baxter 's troops had cl1.a.sed. Sorrel's Georgians out of their ad-

I rifle-pits , these forti:fica.tions '"ere occupied by Colonel HcCoy's 

In . 2.ccoTd.?rlce vii.th .instr-uctions frora CrE.l,·,rford,NcCoy had. his 

1 sta,rt. s trea,stfteninf ace:. r efa cing t he trenches and. sla.shing ti.rn.ber . 

north of the run) and to the fire of Rabel sharpshooters from I 
enga ged in this .. !ork , the so ldiers '"ere shelled by artillery, e1l1-

I, . b. :~i~£'.d.j. er Gener2.1 John ~L Cooke. t s brig~l.ci. e posted in the undertrus r. north 
.': ' 

I 
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Hatcher Run. Apprehensive lest the greyclads slip a colu..'Tm 2.cross the 

tG turn his position" l{cCoy dispatched skirmishers to co pe ~~i th 

positioned several of Braggts regiments betY.[een Neeoy's right 

20 
end Hatcner Run. 

To hold his position froi."lt:_:1[_: the IU::;'Jcls I ~'c.jn li.Ile of Z'8sistc.n.ce, 

called up. Ci.nd deplo~"ed his three reIL2.ining regirnents (the 16th 

the 97th Ne-.·; Yo:ck, &nd the 88th Perms;ylv2_nia) as skirrnishers 

right and left. One of EcCo~r IS units, t{-~e 56th PennsJ,Tvania, 

up and posted as 8. reserve t B xt I ,. . h 1 . 21 
o alter S SKl2'ilUS_llle .. 

Meade at 11 :45, shortly after Cro.1,v-fordhad. passed through the c.e.rri-

telegraphed VI2.rren that in vieVf of the inclement w-eather and General 

strOl:1g feelings against attacking a fortified li...ne, an assault 

time vIOuld beinadvisable,llilless great a,dv2.ntages could be gained. 

anny headquarters l,iere being prepared to vnthdravi the V Corps 
22 

or to-morrow- II to the east bc.r.tk of Hatcher Rllil. 

fie:J1ting blood aroused, tllarren determined to ignore his ,suP.Briars 

matters. At 3 :L15 Crc1.'.·[ford '\-<{as directed to udrive the enemy- just 

in the daylight that is left you, and use all your sup-

23 
sent you. II 

Chief of St2.ff \,iebb at 4.:30, \~'arren placed hirnself on record 

it were necessary "to".fall ba9k across Hatcher Rlm, he wDuldprefer 

i..n the IrLorning. In an effort to get Gr2..nt 2..P.G. 1,~eade to change 

miIlds> he reported> 11~\ie he.vB regained. nost of the ground vie held 

2nd drc.v[n. the artillel':r fire from the eneIllyt s \'forks, 2nO. ~re 

hold the south side of HE.tcherTs L-sic 7 Run t?"\'13,rd Dabne:i"!s 1·0.11 
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as lll8.y be requ.ired ." 24 

The supports referred to by TtIa,rren i n his 3 :45 cOlli!U.unicati on to 

denonstration on V2u;£han road, General \';e.rren had called for 1ti..i1.eat on , -
of his brig2.c~es to iJCorps headquarters. itTith this three:!:. 

r.;.ass ed. in a 

of the run . At 12 o fclock H2JIlblin ' s -people ".rere ordered C.cross 

streED! to support- General Cra'lfford. Col onel. Htibbard I s 2d Brig2.de vIa s 

concentrated in the fi eld. vE.cc.ted by Henblin . Hubbe.rd I s blueco.s.ts) 

the hour ) crossed the T""lln and forii;ed. near the bridge, prepc:,red to 

to Harr~blin T s ass:.stcl.n.ce ori Cr£.\·rfoz'c:. ' s ce.l1 . 25 

:to assaiJ.i!~g the earth'::forks coveri ng Dabney I S 1 ... 5.11) 

had t he remainde'r . of Bragg I stroops "t2.ke position bet~'Jeen Neeoy 's 

Hatcher 'Run . Iro afford sufficierit spac e for Bragg ts people behind 

captured. \t[orks -, Neeoy!s b<·.ttle 11...;'!e fi led to the left sever·d.l hlli'1.dred 

-' rest ing its left on a morass . As soon as this move:nent i:faS COffi-

ord.ers '.,[6:,e rec eived from Cr~,.\'jford for Nc eoy to ad-v-ance aDc. t ake 

on the left of B? .. xter 's skirmishers . Hamblin ' s VI Corps brigade 
.• 

up ~nd occupied the ... :orks just before KeCoy's people s tarted fo1'-

As his troo:ps c.reVj 2.crf;2.Et of Ba.xter T s, I:kCoy refl,.1.sed his left llr.i.ng . 

TtJnen Cralttford passed the ~rDrd that all \-iG,S ready, Ba:xter· Ts e.ncLHc.9oy"s 

adva.nced against :the Il'£,r ./l€cL ba.r:..~fc2.d.es to their front. It w~s 

.e.nd .8, th in er1).3t of j.ce had formed m many ' of the soldiers I 8,TII1S 

~ " ":)': ~r'G c. cCQutrerr.ents . B2.xt,er ' 5 skirTtl.shers on the right drove to v:i thin 

l;.;IJ J·a.rds of the Es,.,,·ly erected br-east,~-.rorks, befo::ce thei r thru.st Vi'2.S 

o~ Finee;a;:", 1.5 foot-soldiers . 27 

26 
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McCoy T S battle. lme came fOr"ldard through the pines on the r un . ~·.:1!€n 

:tg2.ve .. <:c.y ;;.no retiree. to toe ;--rorks in 

they could be rallied. It ~ Other individuals, such as Hajar 

:''''68.2' 

" I'i. 
, 
o. 

e.nd the color guard. of the 107th PennsylvaniEt, only retiree. 

28 

q6rd.on t s .Confecerates made no effort to follm·[ up this succ ess .. 

Union right, Baxter's blueccats retired to the ground. held prior 

att2-ck-. The troops on ~.fcCoy l s left, \'Iho hadn 't bolted, thre;'; up 

" or"e.' tv!orks '.,rithin 300 yen'e.s of the Confederates '. entrenchments. Here 

.. . ...., b· t" .L.L' J-h . . , 29 uere Jo~t:ri.E:C, a.s soon .e.S J.T, '!,'ras Q8.rE) y ne resIJ _ OJ.. "'.8 orlg.::.o.e . 

Cra;;dforc;. C.t 6 : 20 ... 'r~cote ha.rren the. t he he.d c.dve.ncec. his lines, ciriv-

the Rebels 5nto their "ne;1 l ines of ,!orKs." Prisoners bagged by the 

reported that the V Corps ~re.s opposed by the S2.n ~e ill1its it had f ought 

His divisiol1l,'ias extended as far as the exhausted condition 

rr~en would .a.1Io .. '!) so orders had been issued. for one of hheaton 's 

to take 30 position on EcCoy ' s l eft . 

9 p . t: .. Baxter I s s kirr'.ishers It.'ere reli eved by picked men from 

's ar~d f.kCoj~tsbrigc,des. Retiring about 100 yards) Bc.xterts 

fon11ed line and began erecti.rlg 1-/orks viithin one-qu8,rter mile 

con..."1ecting on ,. the right with NcCoy ' $ brige.d.e 

on ..I.. h jP+ 1<"1 ..!.. n ~~ ..,' ., i"(\ I S 3 1 Bre . .(",C ' s bri:::'ade hv tn·is tim~ ' he..d • L. ~~e _.6 ... " I'J..:.... t.. __ he.J . ,O.L_. ", • <::0 '-' ... . , 

a.cl.ve.nced e..~.,d. occ'_';Oi8C' the gro'.: . .'lcl bet'ie8n JicCo;r's right Bnd Ha.tc(,er 

32 
There in t he pi.rles , the sol diers , chilled to theLr bones by 

sleet ) gri!1ly held their groun(~ . Needless to say,- the ra:lks hc.d 

thinnec. , .s.s thE; sunshine patroits and surc:mer soldiers slipped to 

33 
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" General Cravrford at thi's time notified Viarren tha t his ad.vanced line 

in . He had ·j ust returned to his commz.ud . post from inspecting 

g "':!' .. """ picket lL'1e . From· the r OCld _r.-!h ich he ,,;as on, the Recel fo r t ifi cc.t i ons 

, 

northeas t and south>:es t . His troops, he observed, needed rest badly, 

n2..o. 21"\ 0pr;or·tu.nit~r to bui l d fires anci. make coffee for ove r 

Because of the shoddy condition of rrany of the units I uniforms ) the 

undoubtedly suffered greater di scorrd'ort from. the hostile e1e-

than the Fecieral s . Gene ral Lee ., a. r ter visitin.g t he f ra nt , VTrute 

of ;'iar J ames A. Seddon on the 8th: 

Ali the d isposc.ble -for c e of the right Hing of the army has 
ope:-cating against the eneLY beyond Ha.tc~1er I 5 [-siC 7 Run 

''-:- since--· Su..nd.sy . Yesterd2..Y, , the most i nc l ement de.:.'- of the v.tint er, 
they had to be retained in line of bat tle , havingbeell i n the 
same condition the t,,·o pr evi ous d8,Ys and nights . I regret to 
be obliged to s t &te that under these circW':'1s tances> heightened 

.. byassc.1..l1ts, and. fire of the enemy, SOIi1e of t he men hc:.d teen 
w"ithout meat, for three days , and all v,rere suf fering froi11 r-e­

""duced rations and sca.nt clothing, exposed ·to b2.ttl e , cold , hail 
and sleet. 35 . 

. '- Generaj..-Humphreys I II Corps he ld , ' .its groul1d on February 7. At 

of ~·Ia.rren I S d ec j.sion t o lmc1ert ake a forced r econnaissance, 
~ ' ., '" .. , 

.!'as directed by ffeade to support the people ' >Iho "or e the 

cross I.r' -.:",rith all' his ' availableforce,if , called. upon . Contc.ct-

at 12:35, Humphreys reported that he had tl/lO brigG.des in r ec.o.y 

TrobriE.nd I S a no. ~:.[est t s . 36 

Replyi.r'lg for his COSS, Colonel Locke inquired into t he possibil ity 

II, Corps batteries, empla c ed near Armstrongt s , giving Ct"e~''1for(if s 

fire support) It :,'(o re for tbe Bol'e.l effect it wj.ll pro(~ iJ.c e on our 



• • ! i." Ii' 1.'1 Grant 1 s opinion, "Vie should hold from. our present left to Armstrong 1s 

1-; £,ti11. The- cEvE.lry could then picket dOvlXl Hatcher1s [sic 7 Run a.n.d cover 

I lour re2T easier than at p::cesen.t.!: The -y~-e3,ther having turned bad., Grant 

I , 
thought it v.iOuld be '!t:ise to get the soldiers Hb2.ck to the position you I 

I 
i .At 1 :30 Gr2.nt ,,,-:I_red Eec.de tha.t he hE.d been called to ~'rashington to 

i~'>testifY before the 

; "leave by 008.t for me c6.pi.t2.1 in the morning, but he ~'iould defer rQs de-

COEmittee on the Conduct of the \·12.r. He hoped to. 

I 

~ 

I 
I 

parture till .Meade notified hi.T(l that the rttroops no~r out are i.n the DeW 

?' po;ition they are to occupy. 11 • 42 

Hec.de he vlouldadvise Grant as soon as the troops Viere 

>},}.,tD. position. He., hO~lever, doubted if ,they , .. Duld bebytomorroy-r, because 

::rf" IIsome VTorksll had to be constI"'ucted before he could lTunmass the forces on 
,):,~'" 

,,'- 43 
;, , '·the left. 11 ' 

lIeeting \oIith his staff and Chief hYJ.gineer J ~ C. Dv.8.ne, lile2o.e dr2.fted 

~I~tjor' Duane W,?,S uto layout and construct an intrenched line from Fort 

"::,:,~mpson to jtr1!:1strong~. s 1'-Iill, pl2.ci~g v.l()rksat the latter point and the 

crossing of the Vaughan road, so as to hold and cOT,w1and both these cross-

II Suitable art·.Lllery emplacernents TJrere to be selected and connected 

rifle-pits, ~c,jI:l.ber -~rz,s to be slas_hed, dams built on Hatcher Run, B.nd 

stream oostl'u_cted .. 

As soon as these "i,vorks hE~d been surveyed" the Pet,ersburg investment 

.:..ine 1'.ould be \11_e1o.: the r...-:z Corps iroFL the Appomattox to Fort Howard; 

.. 
'<""1S VI Corps frOI;~ Fort. Ho1t;-;2.rd to Fort GregZ J inclusi VB; the II Corps 

,:' ~ t;or:~ Fort Grsgti to ArrrLs trang's £'0.11, r;2.rre~ll s V COr".;,')s ';-;"2,5 to OCCup2' 
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37 

:o,m troops th&n 211ythLng else ." 

v!arr:en at this time did not bel ieve he "'.-IQuld require any I I Corps 

troops . 

In corr.plia.nce "'"lith this request , ca.nnoneers of Sr~uth ' s secti9n, . 

K, 4th United states Artillery shelled the '::006.s in front of 

.' : Cra\.;fo rd. t s actv e_llcing line. 'I'he regu.laTs continued to fire till the J:";,en 

the V Corps had pushed deep i nto t he vToods and close . up a gainst the 

·posit.ion at -Dabney 's· E1ill. .A.long to·I'Jard dark, a section of the 

Nassaciiusetts B2.tte~'Y opened on 8, Rebel bEttery nea.r Da.bney ' 5 foul l, 

of one mile . After the redl egs ha.d expended 25 r otmds, the 

ceC!s€d fire .. 39 

Mea.de a.t 10:15 a.n. h2,d telegraphed Gra,nt that foul "sather, "and 

i gnora:n.ce.· I am under of the exact moral concJi tion of ~"·iarren r 5 corps, 

his losses frOB stragglers, has restr2,ined me from giving him posi-

or-de!'s to a tt2.CK. 11 Even so > \-Jarren had been instructed to under-

reC onpE.issc?nce. 

. In regard to the plan of holding to Hatcher R1Ln broached lat e on 

6th, :i!;leade explained, his it idea. No.S to lnld 
.. 
III permanently by a 

\".Jhich a sm2.11force could hole.> if 'tIe moved fart her t o 

Hlunphreys ' and "ftiarren I,S p'eople hed alr;ea,dy th:rovm up a. 

but if Eeade t s suggestions ;,-!e]:'e adopted. 3. perrr.Gnent 

could be quickly established. 40 

Gr8.nt replied t hat 2S lorea.de we:.s on the gr ound) he s hould know 
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• • 
covering the Vaughan road. crossing, picketing He.tcher Run 

f,C'Ove 2.no.- belOl'~-, 1!2¥nd \,Iill be posteQ on c. li;.'le from the crossing of the 

attack from the rear, br to support II the II or VI Corps, if they 

atta.cked. \1arren 1 s people 1/jere to hold 2. line of outposts from 

L 
00 of Church 

1'ras to t2.ke position on Jarusa.lem Fl&.nk Road, a.nd picket from 

the V-"Corps to the James Rivel". 

Chief of Staff ¥'iebb, to res.c.y warren for the bOLl.bshell, wTote him 

p.m. !1:eac.8, ~;,rsbb oeserved, ;:10:3 pleased to lea.rn of the success 

Cra-:dford IS COITE;£,nd. rTevertheless, hj_s troops ".'fere to be 

but not 2.t n:ight .'tThen ~'J2.rTen redeploY-Ed his corps -' the 501-

not to return to the camps from which they had ITi.2.rched on the 

. stud:ring i-IeaG.e t s circula.r and ~'Jebb' s comJp.unicat.ion;, ltIarren 

,,-a 'tiill forsake our old quarters cheerfully, because "when any 

of our l:_ne is to be :rna.de, "!,,,~e have the priviledge of doing it. n 

l<:eade, shortly 2.fter dark, called on Warren' for infor-rna-tioD 

Hhen he :Y-Jould have no farther employv_ent for 1j~neaton 1 s inSantry 

Ker-v;in I S cavalry .. 

46 

It "", \iTarren replied. that it would be possible to ~"i thdra"V1J -v~ne2.ton T s 

I 
I 
I 
I 

at any ti:ne, \Ajhile he w-ould see the. t Ker-~·r.L:."-!.' s horsesoldi'ers 

",',.r,.' rei 1 v~r'l 'n L'ne m r-n1,.-,(".-47 . -,-_8 ~'-. -'- '0 ~ .... 0 . ~_ ... lC. 

Cr2'.,,~-fard, on being informed that 'iIheaton viould be :recalled, acivl_sed 
'-- ~ 

thc.t he v-J"ould then be una.ble to !D.2.int2.in his posi tioD, if the Con-

attacke(~ in force.. 1iJa.rren thereupon directed. Crc.l"iford to rec~~ll 

• 
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I 
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!."l'hile Crc:t;rforQ <;'1c.s strengthening his picket-- line, lj·iheaton sent for 

Ha.mblil1 "'S a:~d. Hubbard r 5 trigz.des a Recrossing Hatcher Run, t he th'O VI 

I t " 
I I . 

Corps brigc:~des feIl in- DE!hind C2.mpbell 1 s . vlhe2.ton then. put his colt.Urn 

in motion ,up Va.ughan road . Daybrea.k on February 8 S8.1'l ~~heatonl 5 VI Co~ps 

d·ivisj.on ba.ck in t he car~lps fror:l 1.':hich the' 'troops had marched 56 hours 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

l,S 

Screened by a forn:i.GE.ble rea r . gua.rcl, Crt.1-iford t s division folloHe o. 

":.:;:;,,\ . 
" !~/tl'meatonl 5 throu,S"h the brs2.st\</crks 2.r!d 8.crosS the ru.n . At 3 a . m., near 
:~:~~,: '," 

:I~;::~::s ~nh:::e:u:r::~:.::S f::~::~~ ;:i::el:;:a::::: ::::::r::~:::: to 
::~~;f::~e'hind. I',hen they took the field, Cra'.<!ford I s bluecoats, because of the 

':,~~}~i~t!;i.~~ightful ,weather , \'Jere unable to. r es t comfortably . 49 

IL, C:~::':,::: ':y t::::::~:: :::: ::::::' d:::':::~"~4:t. ~::" 
.JlSt&!'orr " February a . Riding up Va,ugh8.n roa.d, the horsesoldiers IPzrched east­
\s{~$';' ,'f:' , 

. ~'l ~;f}~ ·, ,·· 
'.dl',,:i"'" . 50 !i'~\'IC.rd to Globe Ta.vern, Hhere Kerwin reported to General Gregg . 

In obedienc~ 1"Ji th 1-'::e2.o.e I s c ircul a r of the previous afternoon, General 

on the arTival of KeF'linls unit, ordered t\,IO of his brigades t o 

to their camps east of Jerusalem Fla.n.\( Road , while a third (Ker-.>!in' s) 

Gregg during the day r eceived notification that his resignation from 

r ' \' > 

" ';".! the artly had been a.ccepted . One of the ca.valry l eader ' s ·last officia.l 

t :':~ acts 'liaS to infcn1Chief of Sta ff i,rebb that a.t dark.) soldiers from Cre:"I­

i '- ~ .. ; 
f;' . >r ·~Ord.1 5 d~sio:n had-ass1..iJlieci respons i .b i lity fo r picketfng the cOW1trysid.e 
~ .. . ! , 
! .. • ,> 
~-

, 

tt'ort~ H2.1ifax roaG. to Hatcher Run . Hec.n1:1hile, his troopers ha.d taken sts -

li<') r, to enable the~t to picket ttl€: a r e.::, froL1 Halifax road to the Jar: .es id.ver. 

, C ·I ' 
ct.;. 

, 



I 
I 
I 

I I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

• • 
Crawford's foot soldiers on duty, Gregg wished to relieve Ker<iin' s 

so the horses could be for.sged. 
52 

Two of "/JaTTen! sdi visions (Griffin IS &10. Ay-J:8S:) continued to be 

for the defense of the bridgehead. Warren, as an officer 

belonged to the Cor'ps of }t~ngineers) 1'f2.S understc"nd.ably interested 

extension of the fort:Lfied zone fro!':]. Fort Sa;£tr)son to Hatcher Ru.n. 

p.!:l., February 8, he 'telegraphed f:lec.de 1 s he8,dqU2rters that url-

Fec~erc,-ls constructed a 1,vork on the south barJc of Hatcher Hun 

:Nill, the line held by Hurr~phreysT left di vis'ion (Sr.:yth IS) 

be untenable. A reco~Daissance had disclosed that the foe, if 

redoubt Ttlere not erected, 1-fould possess ucofmnanding ground. that 

overlook and take the line in real' in front" of Arr!1strong's house.!! 

to ~'Iarren thB,t the best line tDe Army of the Potorl~ac could 

would be fr.)rr:Fort Cur.Tings) VHi. \':estr::orel,s.nd IS 2.i.1d Tucker I s 

) to C. Vi. ClJ.rrm~ing;s T • "f~O ma.tter ,!There .... re put the line on the 

ba.n. .. l{)" l;Iarren cautioned, "if the enemy establishes one on the 

side along the high ridge from..ltrmstrong's Hill to the Vau.gha.."1 

a small force "rill be able to prevent us from crossing the streB.m. It 53 , 
Heade "ltlaS ,impressed 1-Tith ~\larren ts cOIJ:unents) so Chief Engineer 

.,,,.'.'~lla11el s instructions l,·,-ere arnmended to read) for him to IIproceed to lo.y 

construct an intrenched line from Fort Sampson to tbe crossing 

Vaugh2.n roe.d.) plccing·"c; 1'Jorkat the latter point to hold and com-

54 

On't.he afternoon of the 8th, Cra.1·rford had sent his 3d Brigad.e, 

to relieve Ker-",Iin t 5 hoI'S esoldiers on the picket 11....71e extending 

from £.Ior.kt s NeCK Eridge to H2¥lifax r02¥d. Soldiers f:(,OE'_ Ayres.: 



I • • 
I held the lL~e of outposts from the left of gUBrd-

the approaches to the bridgehead to the po:tnt ';There l{cCoy's picket 

I anchored on the e2~st b2.(1J\: of the R01pr2~nty. 55 

I 
General HUYilphreys 1 II Corps held its ground on the 8th, "mile the 

surveyed the n8'.'," line the men t.f82.ring the lIClover leaf" viere 

I Afte:c stud~'·ir::g the are2. )bet<deen Fort Gregg and Armstrong IS 

';,'J(llLl"and discussing the situ2.tion "iJlith his generals, H11Taphreys issued a. 

I F_t 8 a.m •. on the ·morning of FebyuB.,ry 9, General r-liles' '.'[8.8 

I 
relieved a.long the sector of the entrenched line bet .. ,reen Forts 

c,nd Gregg by Brigadier General TrurnE~n Se~lT£iOUr I s VI Corps di vi-

I One hour lc.ter) E:i.les ' .... E.5 to march his troops and nte.ke position 

ne .. -; lit"18,. from :F'ort S2.mpson to the chlinneys of the v[estmoreland 

I 
I 

1Iott at,. the se.me hour vIas to shift that part of his di vision slated 

occup~- the ne"r line on the right of the battery to be erected on 

I I S front, and telce position on the ne;,-r line, n his right rest-

of the vTest?":"!.orelcmd house. Both division conrrnanders 

I see that their men slc.shed the v..-oods to a. distance of 700 y2.rds 
" 

I 
fronts> and thre'f up a subste,nt!_21 para, pet > ,Ii th a ditch on the 

facj_n.gthe foe. Details frO!il the hth Ne~[ York He2,vy Artillery viere 

I the t8..sk of supervising the construction of the five b.stteries 

"rere to b ' -, 1 t' - l' __ 56 ,e erec-seu a ong ,he nev!ltl.e. 

I Lrt accordc:.nce 1;.ri in instructi_ons from Meade r s headquarters, Humphreys, 

I 
morning of Feorue,ry 9, sc.'d thc,t his First and Third Divislons too¥; 

positions assigned they-no along the neH Ij.ne.. Rc.msey' s brige.de at 

I time reported back to I.'Iile3, having completed its assignEent It:-i.th 

I 



--tf~T 
I f : • • 
1 11 1.".:"", There ~Ias DO hos tile activity in fro nt of the bridgehead held by 

I p~':" . ~""" d=in, 'he 36 bw, ""1='",, " dayb"~k on tM ~h Md 

; .. ending at nightfe,11 0 :':1 F'ebrue.r~: 9 . Ayres I troops h-e re kept employed 

1 1.'.i "'.: ' Ge'::I~"T~l~ .. ",:~sa strong vlork liOn the Vaughan r oa.d, belol,\,~ t h e run, 1l v-rrJ.j~e , . 

. _ _ ~ ~ held the breas t1,'rorks covering the c ros sing of Hat cher Ru.l1 . 

I · ·:~,: ~ "lt -line of ou.tposts '7iCt S €stB.blished bjr Griffin, connectin g 1:rit h . SInJrth 1 s 
; . .., ,\:. -: ; , ~ ".-; 
.. :"J.'; : ~:' ~:. 

,;,:\ . . ·II CorDS division on 
,~~~-~\,~ . I 

the right. East of the run, Crawford's troops 

; ·1~?:.(~ont;inu·ed to ·, m.an the picket -1 ;118". . "sta rting from a point near the 
'\";:-'-;:':' .. 

I f//):,burnt saH-mill, thence 
·:~~~t£1\\: ; 
/.:n~·<?': :Offi c e and conr.ec 4. -j nc 

f$i, ~{!~he Ch:rCh c.na r;al:;~: 

i-tlllni ng easterly, pc.ssin g through R01'J-antyPost-

Itlith the ca.valry pickets at the i ntersection of 

53 
rOEds. 1t I 

l ,i~ttI Before retiring on the e veni ng of the 9th, Gener21 I'Ja n-en prepar ed 

:11@;'fet of instructions t h2.t Kere to goyern his COl'pS ' activities on the 

}~'0;:;:}follol/dng day. Cra\·;for d wa s to have a large ... forking pe. rty c.t CUflunings' I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

~~~:?,> 
:}:"l-!t~::,~,t - 7· a . m. Th~s .force Vlould- be e.ssigned the ta.s}c_ of corduroying Vaugha n 

:!'}~;:V\~'" : 
jJ.i;h,xocd . General Griffin ,muld begin r elieving Ayr'es ' pickets at 6 a . m. ; 

r~~t;Tes ,lith his divj.sion ",as to report t o Corps ' headquarters at 7 olclock, 

i{,r1}:p~epared "to-_: construct a neVi line of intrencrunents. II Griffin r s pione ers 
·.{S~~:'~'<- '., . 
:._\\';.2}!~.re to spend the day felling l1a.l1 t he timber bet'tleen t he line of breas t -

: -~:~: :.~~orks ,on the right bank of Hatcher t s L-sic 7 Run and t he edge of the 
: ~'~?,j' 

' "-;"-. str eam . II 59 

v.la.Tr€n 2.t "10 c .• 71. on Febru.a!J~ 10 Ttrrote Chief of St2.f f ~~"ebb that by 

;.rould hav e compl et ed the breCi.s t 'tioi""h:S . 
,. 

l' ;:::: .~;. to the b atter y on Hatcher Run . He t her e f o re ".fished to kp0 1-f) IIHo\'i much 
'f .. C~ __ . ' 

f of thj.s line ;Jill be the r6sponsibiltty of t h e II Corps ? " 

f 
Jo: Since his l.2..st COlT!T,:un.,ica.t :Lon, ~1;a.rren he.d n&G. a survey rr.ade of t ~ -, , , 
'i 

l" 
·t 
~, 



I • • 
I Hun belm'f the Vaughan rOB.d crossi.'1g. On doing so, he found that 

I 
strectl ran IIsouth 40 degrees 82-St for one wile and three-fourths .... n 

pickets at. .I' • tjI!~e extended F,-ile bclo~·,,- +, cro ssi.;.1.g the left G!llS a ,,-,ne on 

I then due east along roc:d to J Vi. Spiers' Halif2,x road. 
60 

a . on 

Rsplying, TlJebb inforned ;-'i2rre:a that the V Corps vra.s to hold the works 

I 
I 

right of V;'erren t.8 picket Ijx16 vrest of Ha.tcher Run 1-1'C.8 to connect 1t!i.th 

61 
of Hunphreys I J northeast of the stream. 

I 
The t.e.sk of corduI'oying Vaughe.n r02.c Wqs. completed by late sft.eri."!oon, 

Grc.'diord Vias authorized to return v-lith his division to the 

I h2o.a. left on t{le 5th.. There the troo1'Js were to collect from 

I 
quo.rters all t.heir ge8.r, Me be ready to head ;,.rest at 6 a.m. 

the. area near Colone-l ~iyatt IS) Cral,'J-ford would mass his troops 

I 
r'i";'~;'ri al,'i"8,it. further ,orders. 

62 

Bragg's brigade 1oJould be detached at this tilne from the Third 

I 2nd 
~ 

march'to \'.jarren Station .. At noon on the 11th, Bra.ggts troops 

bOBTd the cars that vIereto' carry them to City Point) where they 

embark on tr2.nsports.. After cast:Ln.g off) the ships 'tlere to proceed 

I 
James a,ud up Chesapeake Bay to Baltimore.. As soon as he had dis-

-. 

at Baltimore) General Bragg 1'I-aS .to report by telegraph to 1:I2~jor 
.0 

I Hen:r'y l'i. HaEeck. 63 

HllTIphreys)on being notifiedtha.t the earth'f.Jorks oet'deen 

I left c.r:.d the V2.ugh2,n :;'~02c1. cross:Lng had been completeci, 

I froE its pos:_tion a.t Am.strong I s a.nd. occupy these works. 

I COJ:) Smyth ;'[2.8 to post btm brigades in the rifle-pits) 1"ihile 

I 
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t he direction of Kajar John G. Hazard. Befo:i.."e recctll ing his t r oops , 

W2.S t o see t hE. t they destroyed Its uch r i f l e- pi ts . .. a.s raight be U SB--

64 
to t he en e::i.Y . It 

Gener a l . r:fott,)prior t o· "Smyth t s rec2.11 " vms t o wi thd.ra-vf ~'.fes t [s brigad.e 

r ear of NcAll isi.er t s . De 'Trobr iand ) during t he mo:cnin,f , 

relieve ,t roops of Gensl'c.l 1·jJ.6S 1 eLi.. vi sion on his ~ight c\'s fc. :c 2. 5 

f irst r ec.oubt .(B2.t tery C) to t h e right of the ruirls of h es t rnoreland I s 

To a C'complishthis , De Trob r iand K 2.S to deploy ,one or both of 

. • L 65 
r eserve reg~£nvs . 

General Hartr.e.nft, 'It;~'1ose I X Cor ps el i v isi.on 11£,0. been ertpl -oyed s ince 

he.Q been r elieved of duty vd th t he I I Corps . It took 

,liiiri~r'mft' I S peopl e l ess than one hour t o pack t heir ge8T J preparato ry 

out . As -soon C~S th~ t'dO br tgades had been f OrJiled .and mustered , 

passed the \-;oro to move out . !·Iarching by \·jay of G~obe Taverr!, 

' s bluecoats ,,-ere b B.ck i n thei.r c amps by midnig.lJt. 

As directed, General Sm~rt ~ > short ly before daybreak on t he l l t h, 

his division from its position, coverj.ng the Armst ro ng' s l'ilil l 
,. 

of Ha,tcher Run . SCl: 'eened by a strong sk irmish line, the troops 

back and Dtov-ed into t he newly const ructed earth~.jork$ , t heir ri ght 

on HcAllister r s l eft -and their l eft r esting on Ve.;,ughan road. . 

o f t he l 0t-_h ?1e.ssa.c hu~.~t~. ·~ and ;Batte;t.y K, 4th U. Li eht Ar t il-

L-ce][y h&d prev i.o.us l :r liIrlo6r ed up the5.!' gu..'lS (,:.!1d driven them to the 67 

General Grif fin I s V COI':9S divisioi1 ct t the s ame tirr.e eva.cuated t he 

car;lp eE.st of Hatcher H.un . 
68 
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• • 
General Lee " y:hen irJ'ormed on the lilor~ing of February $ tha t t he 

h2~d pull ed. back into the breast\'lOrks coverinJ5 t he V2:tis:-ta.n TOed 

C oncludecl tha t Ge~e:ral.s Gr8.nt anci I-lea.c:e for the t L-ne be:Ll"lg hd0. 

their effor ts to cut the· Amy of Northern Virginia t s supply 

under-fed. anc. i n.2.ceci:J.c.tely c10thed Confederat es., Lee ordered the 

j ;i,';! ';ulljts massed to cope "'lith l~~eade I s l ates t thrust to return to t heir 

By rd.,g-htf2.. i 1. Fineg2.D I s c.nd- Ei'i8.ns I infantr3T cii visions, and Rooney 

k ':§ln ,ee ls horses ol diers "jer e back j.n the corn.for~c? ble \'i"inter quarters out 

t hejr r:E.d m2.rc hed. on Sunc:c y , the 5th. Johnston I s di vision dre~.f 

c2.sualtt lists for t he operation were forviarded by, the corps 

t o General Keade I s hee.dque.rters f or t?-bulation . Checking 

figures , Jfea_de found th,,- t in the period, Februa ry 5-'7 , the W1its 

ved in the bClttle of Hat cher.1s Run m.d su.ffered 1, 539 _ -

casualties -:-- 171 killed, 1, 181 hounded, and 187 JIlissing . As 

be expected, .Harren I s V Corps he.d been h2.rdest hit , losing 

970 ~ .. oundecl) aYld 159 miss ing . Despite the stampede of a 

f:.';;;,; ~:U,1!b ';!·' of V Corps units on the · 6th) the nlL~,ber of Union missing VIas 

• 

SEE.II . This undoubt.edly r esulted from t"fO fa.ctors '! 

COlT(f:.a r 2..tively s hort 6.ist.::.nce tha t se;:;.?rateQ the cOEl.rawds t hat 

f rcc:t' a ~aven of rE; ~uge behind t. he brea.st.\'fOlks ·covering t he 

roe.a. cros:.-;ing ; 2nd a f a ilu.!'e on the Confecierates I part to 

70 
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;' • 
Although , fe"f of the>re.r- "ieary sold iers in blue a!1,d i n grey realized 

Rtm presa.ged the early colle.pse of 

'I~ " ,the Army of Norther" ijirgini" , On Fe'D!'ua,ry 5, c.lthou.gh s8ver2,1 di vi sioilS 

t"/>Of his ready reserve wer e close t.t h~,nd , it >fas 12,te in the day ,before 

II ,i, :' cer~erG'l Lee could mount a counterattack , fmd, "hen the coun,terthrust 

II\~,(;; :::::" T::, '::::' ::;::, f::~; ,::,::':: :::, ':::, '::::,::::, 
I/}\: -ignored by, certain u..nits . General Lee ""as sa'id to have ltvrept like ·a 

(-«;~~:~-: Chi ld If when he ''1'1 tnessed this brea.kdo1.'m of discipl ine ' in his army 71 

'fi~::' ':, t::, ':";,::::'::,::::" -:' p:::,:P::,:' ,:::::~' ,t 
,1~1j~i~1ij: proper moment, could have doomed I'la rren I 5 command , a s frightened 

i;l~;f;,blu~coats came pounding out of the woods and ov er the breasb iorks 

i "'::: :::,:::::':h:' c::;~:::::' :~"""w"' "ida,L T, f,,,,. 
J~~~~:.l:r mounts, t he cava.lry units had to be posted a considerable distance 

;~'~;l~om ~he PetersblTg lines . Conseqc;ently, tile Federals had been out of 
<.:,c,, ; ·. 

:·~;tt·~:r~~eir ~Jorks ,f or over 2l!_ -hours, before Rooney Lee 1 s c£salry divis i on '·!C.S 
~-:><.;;; ,. ~ 
'> : :~c:"" " ::. 
",,<;.,able to reach ,the f ield . \Vhen the Rebel horsesoldiers did arrive, t hey 

',' 

.:"" ~' end their. mounts ;-.rere .slready fatigUed by the long'I:lGTch up fr-:)f.i. Bel-

I 'field, and '0hey fa iled to denonstrate 'any of the do,3h thc,t had char-

I~ " .. acterized· their opera.tions even as l e.te as the ba.ttle of t he Boyciton 
, ) 

I ' ?loAl( [(oa,d, October 27 and 28, 1861, . 

t·: As f or t a ngible - gai ns, £ireacie and h is generals he.d. succeedecl. in ex-

1 
-"- ";-" 

tending their fortifi ee. l ine from ~ort Sarllpson to the V2.u ghan rOe;.Q cross-

I "-:~g of Hatcher i{un . To cope ':lith this extension , General Lee n2.ci to sp}:e~td 

1 

I 
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• • 
his tro.ops even thinner than heretofore. I'-here he had been able to hold 

three divisions as a stratesic reser,le, he "'(.raG soon coupelled'to 1'educe 

his ready reserve to One inf2nt~- div~siono 

No report -vras made by Confederate leaders of their losses in the 

battle of Hatcher's Run. 
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THt: BATTLE OF HATCHE11 ' S RUN, FEBRUARY 5- 7, 1865 
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