, (l THE BATTLE OF HATGHER'S RUX,, FEERUARY 5-7, 1865

£ * Chanpter I

Meade and His Generals Prepare to 3trike

Reports reached Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grani's City Point,
zinia, neadguarters at the beginniag of February, 1865, that the

Corifederates were employing nuge wagon treins to hzul supplies into
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rsbur6 Tor coansuripiticn by the Aray of Ecrthern Virginia, kations

!

piled a2t depots in Horin Cerolina, it was said, were being ship-
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red as far as Hicksford, 40 miles below Petersburg, over the Peters-
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burg & lieldon Railroad. At Hicksford, the commissary supplies were

ded onto wegons, Uvon leaving the tem~
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reroved from the car
porary railhead, the wagon trains :olled ur the ¥eherrin River velley
to the Boydton Flank Rozgd, thea 2long that rosd through ﬁinﬁiﬁdie
Courthouse znd on to Felersburg.

General Grant, hopihg to intercept these treins and break up this
supply route, drafted a memorandum on February L, addressed to the com-
rander of his Army of thé Potomac, Major General.George G. Meade.

To teke advantagé of the dry, spring-like weather of the pest few

's rozcs, Grent wsnted “to destroy or cap-

a

Czrs which had dried the arez

vire s much as possitly® of Lhe guerternesier trains teing used o
"pervially supply® Generzl Zoberl E. Lee's troops in and atout Peters

Lirz, DlMezde, to cdo this, wes to geb his cavalry ready to take the field
€Y foon as possible, end in no case later than the 6th.  When the troopers

e oul thes were to travel lisht, taking "no wazons znd but few am-
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The II Corps was to march at the same time, bul independent of the

cevalry, Mas far south as Stony Creek Station." There the footsoldiers

<

=re to stay till the cavslry hed cone the foe all the harm it could

-t

end had returned to its base. ¥hen it took the field, the infantry
ses to take aleng four days' rations in haversacks and one and one-hzlf

se for the cavalry in wagons, A& limited amount of artillery

)
n
L
£
o
-
O
L]
m
™

L}

wzs to accompany the I1I Corgps.

The V Corps was to be held ready to go to ihe assistance of the
1L Corps, should the Confedéraﬁes merch out of the Petersburg pefimeter
to attack. It might be wise, Graent observed, for ¥eade to send out the

]

V Corps at the same time as the II, merching "it by a road west of the

e

one taken by the latler, and to go but about half way to Stony Creck,
unless required to do so to meet movemeﬁts of the enemy."

Grant entrusted his letter, which was marked confidential, to a
trusted staff-officer for delivery to General Meade, After studying

the merorandum, Meade concluded that chances for the operation's suc-

cess would be enhanced, if severai changes were made, As‘one of the
IT Corps' divisions was in the rifle-pits, valusble time would be
squandered and there would be a risk of attracting the Confederates!
tention should fhis unit be withdrewn. Meade accordingly thought

it would be better if he sent the V Corps to Stony Creek,and two di-

visions of the II Cérus to Reams' Station: There the II Corps' people

would be in position to suzport the V Corps Yor return to our left flank
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out that he had merely mentioned the II Corps for the longer merch, be-

cause bthe V-Corps had uvndertaken the last expedition. b

#hile aweiting Crenit's reply, Meade hed been discussing the situa-
tion with his staff. COne of thne officers volunteered that the Confed-
erate trains moving‘along the Boydton Plank Road hed been crossing the
Hottoway at Birchett's Bricge. If Grent would give him the go shead,
¥eade would send the V Corps to the c;dssing of Stony Creek via Veughan
road, while the-II Corps followed the same road as far as Rowanty Creek.
Thus the infantry would be advanced to within supporting distance of
Dinwiddie Courthouse, where the cavzlry was to strike the Boydion Plank

)

Road. Meade wes of the opinicn thet his horsescldiers had as good 2

chance of intercepting the treins near Dinwiddie zos at Belfield, while
< 2

his infantry columns at the same time would not have so far to march.

Should the Rebels choose to come out and fight, the IT and V Corps

~would be Min good position to invite them,"

When he forwerced this information to Grant, Yeade 1ncu1“ed UAre

1,

the objects to be atileined coumensurate with the disappointment which
ine public are sure to entertain if you meke any movement and return
without some. striking result?®

Replying at 6:45, Grant assured Meade, "Your arrangements are

3

satisfactory," and the “objects to be attained are of importence.®

Crant had inguired as to when the itrocps would merch, so Heade

~

at 7:L5 wired, "the cavelry will move out &t 3 a,m, and ithe infentry
gt 7 a.m.® Since his last telegrem, several contrakends®™ had entered

[

tie Union lines, TVhen questioned, they reported that ¥ajor General

t2ithew C. BUUlE“'S Confederzie cavelry division hed Lext the Peterse-
Tury zves tre previsus wesk  Ior Herin Cfamnlins, itk Butler gong,

TR N ey

D e 2

»oue i

G Ay R



. |

Lee would have only one mounted division, Mejor General W. H. F. "Rooney"

7

lee's, to eppose the Federal horsesoldiers,

e departure of Butler's division caused Graant o
scain contact ¥eade, If the Union cavalry could possibly go to Belfield,

it was to do so, beczuse there wfs. saild to e a large guantity of stores
> o pch J

Meade and his steff in the meantime had prepared a Weircular" for
the guidance of the corps commenders and Brigadier General Bavid Mcii.

Gregg, the leader of the Army of the Potomac's cavalry, Gregg was to

have his division on the roed at 3 s.m., to-morrcw, to proceed via Heams'
3

Station to the Bovdton Plark Rosd, for the purpose of inlercepting ard
capturing Rebel wagon trains carrying supplies from Belfi eld, Should

an opportunity occur to infliétr“injury on the enemy," Gregg was Lo

aveil himself to it, The cavelryman was to leave with the V Corps one

of hls cavalry reélnentc and 2 supolv train, 1ogdeo with "one and a half
Gay's forage! and his reserve awpmunition.  The troopers were to be rationed
for "four days from to-morrow morning." Gregg was to keep the leader of
the V Corps posted, and in event of an engggement he was to look to him

for ordérs. I

¥Major Ceneral Gouverneur K. Warren was Lo merch his V Corps at 7 a.m.
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to J. Hergrave's house, on the road leading from Eowenty FPost

inwiddie. Courthouse. Thers he was to take post. in supporv of Grezg's

cevalry. When it took the field, the V Corps was to be ”CCON“’fled Dy

1

, one rifled and one srooth-bore, and the usuel amount of
zisunition in limbers and ceissons,® Like the troopers, the footsoldiers

were to carry along four days! rebions. Ninety rounds of empmunition

S en i . Gk . I s Hon - fa
Ltiadube ellosamed by the congs ordnznne officer for szch
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.eccompany their general, when he took the field at & a.m.

elong on the expedition, 50 rounds in cartridge-boxes and the rest in

reserve. YOne-nelf the usual allowence of ambulances, with one hospi-
+21 and one medicine wagon teo each brigace, togstner uith one-helf the
sntrenching tools, besides the pioneer tools,® would be taken by the
corps. Should VWerren need reinforcements, he was to lcok to the II
10
Major Genersl Andrew i, Humphreys was to move out at 7 ofcleck with
his two II Corps divisions Mnot on the line to the crossing of the Vaughen

roed over Hetcher's / sic / Run and to Armstrong's Mills." He would

5 Y

Mhold these two points and the communications with Genersl Warren® to

his front and to the VI Corps in his rear, The II Corps was to march
with two batteries, while the allowence as Lo rations, emmunition, tools,
end medical supplies would be identicel to that of Warren's people.

As 2 éituation.could-defelop whefe the entife hrpy of the Potomec
might be called on to teke the field, Méjor General:John'G. Parke of
the IX Corps and Brigadier General George W. Getty of the VI Corrs,
along with the lezder of Humphreys' First Division (Brigadier General
Nelson £, Miles), were alerted to hrold their commands ready to march
on short notice. Théy vere to be prepéred to withdraw "all the troops
except the miniwum nunber necessary to neintain the picket-line and the
garrisons of the works.# DMeade's staffwas put on éall to be ready to

12

General Gregg by 8:50 p.m., February L, had prepared and distributed
to his brigade commenders their finel instructions. %when the division
tock the field at 3 2.m., the march order would be: "First, Second

R R AR L T o HE | BR[O s o~ &1 L g 214
fourth, ¥First Brigade, " After leaviry camp, Lhe horSesQLti®
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by

",here to be detailed to provect the camps QUP¢HC the corps! 2bsence.

were Lo nroccea down the Jerusalem Plank Boad to Cary's Churcti, then
to Reams! Stetion, where the commander of the advance brigade, Colonel

J. Irwin Cregg, was to receive adds itional instruciions. DNo batteries

‘

" would be teken along on the expedition, while the leader of the 3d Eri-

gede wes to designate one of his regiments to report to General Warren.

iie, General Yerren he¢ ennounced the order in which his V

Corns was to move out, Realizing that there would be delays, Warren

varnted his divisicn commanders Lo hawe their people formed and ready

to march by 6:30 &.m., Brigadier Genersl Femeynt B. Ayres! Second Livi-

sion was to have the lead, followed by Brigedier General Charles Griffin's

First Divisica, the artillery, Brigadier General Samuel W, Crawford's

Third Division, the ambulances, end finally the reserve ordnance Wegons.

‘The usual number of spring wagons would be allowed to accompany the

Usevers]l headgquarters." At 6:30 in the mornln», 211 the corps! ploneers

days! supply of beel

()

vere to assemble at Dr. Gurley's house. £ thres

cattle on the hoof were to be driven along on the expedibicn, Guards
1L

V Corps troops currently on the picket line were to be left, when

the long blue columns rmoved oub. Rations to subsist the 1,L00 pickets

15

were to be issued by the corps' chief of commissary.
General Humphreys, having served for months as Meade's chief of

o - . 3 . % o
steff, was more sscuriby conscious than warren and¢ Grege. Like General

Grent, he labeled the circulsar prepered for the guidsnce of his division

o]

tormenders, Yeonfidential.® Brigsdier General Thomas A. Smyth was to
3 g _ J

j

march his Second Division ab 7 a.m, down Vaughan road, past Cummings’
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of Smyth's command were to guard the crossroad over which the Second
pivision had marched from:Vaughan road and "look up the Duncan road
towarc the Watkins house." Sryth's column was to be pre ceded by 350
norsesoldiers, who were to drive the Rebel vedettes beyond Hatcher Run.
The troopers were then to cross the stream, pushing on to Debney's Mill.

The Third Division, Brigsdier Ceneral Greshom Mott commanding, vas
to follow Smyth. One brigadewas to cross Hatcher.Run, and hcid the
roads beyond leading to Armstrong's and Debney's mills. £ second bri-
gade wes to be posted at the crossing of Hetcher Run, while a third was

to be positioned at the point where the crossroad to Armstrong's Mill

]

leaves Vaughen road.

o

dvance. Smvth's people were to look cut for their right
2 o b

jul

During the

and. front, and, in conjunction wlth Vott's division, “establish a line

16

connecting with the corps picket-line near ibhe Tucker house...."

To insure thet Smyth and Mott took the field with as many effectives
as possible, Humphreys issued instructions that during the night the 355
men from Smyth's division currently on picket were to Ee relieved by
soldiers from General Miles' First Division, DMotit's pickets would not
be relieved, but would be withdrawn when the division moved out, "ex~
cepiing a suff1c1eau force to protect the camps in their rear against
guerrillas,¥ Miles, ét 8 s.m. on the 5th, was to send garrisons to

17

Forts Fmory end Siebert,
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THE BATTLE COF HATCHER'S m\v, FEBRUARY 5-7, 1865
Chaepter I
Meade and His Cenerals Prepare to Strike

Notes

indrew A, Humphreys, The Virginis Campeign of 160, and 165 (Hew York,

18682), 312.

The War of the Revellion: A Compilation of The Official Records

thh

the Union end Confederate Armies (veshingbon: 18 880-1601), Series I,

Vol. XLV, pt. II, 367.

Ibid. .The V uorbo, reinforced by the Third Division of the IT éorps
and Brigadier Generel Davia McH. Gregg's-davalry, in December .
destroyed the weldon.Railroad, as far as the Eeherrin Eiver.

Humphreys, The Virginia Campaien of !'64 and 165, 310:

R., Series I, Vol. XLVI, pt. II, 367-368.

1O

id., 368, In early Januery, the Confederste leaders had declaed
to sond, Goneral Butler with two (Rutledge's and Young's) of his
three brigades to South Carolina to check the advance of Major
Genersl Williem T. Sherman's powsriul VArmy Croup. On January

19 an order to this effect was issued. Uejor Gener:zl wede Hampton

" about the same time was directed to proceed To South Carolinz.

Sqwerd L. Tells, Eempbon end His Cavalry in '64 (Richimond, 1899), 3&9.

0. B., Series I, Vol. XIVI, pb. II, 368, 370.
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Tbid., 370, 377-378. A telegraph line was to be run from arnyy head-—

uwaerters to the IT Corps! commend post on Hatcher Run,

*

Toid., 270, 372. Generel Hiles' division, which was posted in the

—

earthworks, was toreport during The corps' absence to army hesdguariers.

Ibid, 42, Oolonel Gregz of the 2d Brigadeies io recall two-Lthirds
2 _ 55 &

of the force that he hed on pickebt al dusk. The troopers remeining
£ & &

on picket were to maintain their present line, with such medifications
as Colonel Gregg might direct, Toid,
Thid., 379.

Toid., 378, 379.

Tbid., 373~37k. General Miles was to hold his division, ®Mincluding

the garrison of the rear works, ready to move, excepting the force

heretofore specified for gerrisons, pickets, as the picket-line ..

south of the road running west from Fort Curmings will require to

be changed quickly by'orders from the commending general." Ibid.
g@ig;; 375, 375. Heretofore, Smyth's division had garrisoned

Forts Fmory and Siebert.
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THE BATTLA OF HATCHER'S RUM, FEBRUARY 5-7, 1865
- - Chapter II

The Confederztes Come Cut To Fight

Reveille sounded at 2 o'clock on February 5, 1 865, in the encamp-
ments occupied by.General Gregg's fast-moving cavslry division. Before
an hoﬁr had passed, the troo?ers had wolfed down a hurried breakfast,
squared away their gear, aund saddled their horses. The three brigades
had been formed, mustered, and inspected by 3 a.m. General Gregg n;w
gave the word, anhd the division moved éut. The 2d Brigade, Colonel J.
Irwin Gregg cowmanding, tock the lead as the long column rode through
the dar kﬁess aown the Jerusalem Plan& Road. !

At Gar"s Churck, the lead regiment, the 13tn Pennsylvania, turned
off the platk road and into a road leading westward. The ezrly risers
were getting up, @s the column passed‘Wbod's Shop. Daylight found the
horsesolclers at Reams' Station, where General Gregg directed the ad-
vance into the Halifax road. Veterans pointed out to replacements sites
essociated with previous encounters with the Hebels in and about Reams'
Station, At Malone'strossing, the cavelry entered the lalone's Bridge
Foad, ) - 5

Avout a mile frqm,ialone‘s Bridge, men of the 13th Permsylvenia
Sighted Rebel pickets, Captain Nethaniel S. 3ne vd ordered the gait
Guickened. The Confecerctes were seen to swing into their saddles and

-

retire Tepidly down the rosd. Troopers of the 13th Penas Avenia pounded

a

E ;
inne

-2ng close on their heels

Crossing Howanty Creek, lhe greyclads sounced the alarm and Took

LovEr in z line of rifle-pits, Aleried by shouts and shots, the reserve

S e




of the stream, Yithin a few ninutes, the bluscoats had gained the upper e

;of these sharpshooters; VOlunteerS'dashed forward and repaired the bridge,
Colonel Gregg now called u
'Ene?r norscs, the 2d Pennsylvania Cavalry clattered scross the bridge,

" scattering the Con;eaeraues, who hed zbandoned their position and were

fleet then their comrades, were overteken by the Federals, 3 {

1o A

had crossed and moments before the Federals came into sight, the Con-~

federates removed a number of planks, which they had previously loosened
from the bridge.

s

General Gregg, who rode with the vanguard, saw the fortifications
ard called for thne commander of the 13th Pennsylvania to form his

amen nal Gismounted and

(J.'t
]

i
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trocpers for beitle., As soon as ce

%

(d

horse-holders had been detailed, the Pennsylvaniens deployed &s skir-

mishers to the left and right of the road, “with orders To advance and

drive the eneny from his position..,.n

+ T

' The troopers fought their way, "Indian-fashion,! toward the edge

.ﬂana and were able to keep the Revels pinne d dowr:, Covered by the fire

iy

p the 2d Pennsylveniza. Pulling the spurs to R

racing for their mounts, in a1l directions, An officer and 15 men, less

2 =

-When the march was renewed, the 8th Pennsylveaia Cavalry of Cregg's

trigade took the lead, as the division pounded westward towsrd Dinwiddie

Courthouse by way of the military and Vaughen roads. HNo further opprosi-

. “on wes encountered, as the Yankee hor sesolalers pounded ahecd The

Ynfederates, whom they had bested in the engagement at Malone's Bridge,

24 relired toward Steny Creek. Galloping into Dinwiddie Courthouse

&7 Stat + 5 M Lo 1 3 i1 o oen T > v
“- noon, troopers of the &th Pennsylvenia surprised and captured & small



foed toward Belfield, while the 16th Pennsylvania Cgvalry headed up the

plenk road in the direction of Petersburg. A detachment from the 2d
Permsylvenie Cavalry headed out the Flat Foot road,

Lieutensnt Colonel Willism A. Corrie znd his horsesoldiers of the

_‘L.‘

o,
O

gir Pennsylvanie drove down the plarnk roa & roint beyond the cross—
ing of Butterwcod Cresk, without iantercenting any more wegons, Spear-—
hezded by Captain FeDowell's squadron (Companies A and L), the 16%}

D%ﬂdsquaWWr rode up the plack rozd about vae miles, overteking 12

wegons and an ambulance, and capturing three officers and & dozen en-

listed Confederates. The 18th Pennsylvenia, not having fired & shot,

‘then retraced its steps, Of the three pratrols orcered out, only the

- 2d Pennpylvania exchanged shots with the Rebels, £As they advanced down

Flat Foot roz &, tre horsesoldiers of the 2d Pennsylvenia clashed with a
sm2ll mounted detachment.

“General Gregg, after questioning the prisoners and the residents

of the V1ll¢ge, concluded that information indicating the Rebels were

moving large qucntltles of supplies into Petersburg by way of the Boydton

_Plam Road wes false. During ther past ten days, he wrote Chief of Staff

ﬂisxancer S. Webb there had been very litile wagon traffic along that

Poad, AMlthough he had drivea his men herd, only 18 wagons had been cep-

comoet patrols. The 8un Pennsv1xaa1 Cavalry rode down the Boydton Flenk

ure

Irportant informatiocn regerding Confederate troop movements, hoviever,
%28 b€en secured., One of Generel Fovert . Lee's infantry divisions had
“¥red on the night of the 4th, four miles northeast of Dinwiddie Couri-
h**?E- This force had broken camp st dawn and had merched up the Eoydton
2k ¥orlhern Virginiz inside the Pebsrsturg

5
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. o d 3 ) - A =
--'(’_uompnles G and H), 16th

ogerating on the Southside, 2z szid to be "about Belfield and north to-

. Generzl Werren the informati-= thet the horsesoldiers hac collected

regarding Petel activifies iz :he area, The cavalry division was back

3

at 1-_alone s Brlage et 10 p.r. On the return march, a nalf dozen mounted

bub‘aernu‘ts harassed Gregg'c rzar gusrd, Captain Oliphant's squadron

5

:-lvenia Cavalry.

\
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Gen@ral Humphreys and Tz staff were up and about long before day-

Fovanl 5. 7 - P i -
trezk on Februsry 5. Check’-: his order of batile at 5:25, Humphreys

‘-’i‘“ulrosq o lecrn that <:z cavalry officer (#ho was to have reported

o
o,
]

ot shown up. Vhen he investigated,

2d been a mistake: the cavalry we

w

“wreport at 6 otelock. At iz 'designzted hour, Fajor Framk W. Hess

21N 220 officers and men ol “:e 3d Pennsylvenia Cavalry showed up ab
SefrErst neadguerters. é

JAccording to the priscrzrz, Colonel E, Huger Rutledge's South Carolina

cavalry Brigade had gone scut:, The remsinder of Lee's cavalry, currently

o,
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the 10th Massachusetts Battery, and Lieutenant Colonel Francis E, ‘.

. Smyth, sent the 19th Massachuselts forward to support Eess! cavalry.

¥. Roder veported to Mott with his unit--Battery K, Lth U, . Light Ar-

Comrunicating with General Smyth, Humphreys was delighlted to learn

that the Second Division's picket line had been relieved by trocps from

;
i snder that!

Smyth assured his corps cory

= r s
(¥

this

-

peisay

&1

his troops were massed at MeDougall's house and were ready and eager

8

o take the field,

o+

1

3

rth's civision, prececed by ¥azjor Hess and his

4]

At 7 oteclock 3m;
troopers, took up the march, Immediately behind the cavelry, as the
a

Secona Division turned into Vaughen road, came Colonel William As - i

Olmsted's 1st Brigade, followed by Colonel dathew ¥urphy's 24 Drigade, 4

Pierce's 3d Brigade., Before the column had hiked very far down Vaughen f

road, Colonel Olmsied, in compliance with instructions from Genersl

General Mott had turned his division out abt daybreak. Forty min-

utes before the Third Division was slated to move out, Lieutenznt Jonn

tidlery, reinforced by a section of Battery B, 7st Tthode Island.Light

Artillery. Mott “at 7 c.m. put his division in motion. The Third Di-

Vision, with Brigadier General Regis De Trobriand's 1st Brigade in the

lead, followed Smyth's column down Vaughan road. Near McDowell!s house,
2 =4

one of Humphreys' staff-officers hailed General Fott, Humphreys wanted

¥olt to send forward-the brigade that was to force a crossing of Hetcher

Fun, Mott told De Trobriand to accompeny the aide, Instructions at the

s2me time were issued halting Smyth's division. ‘ ‘ )
The 1st Brigade and one section of Battery K followed De Trobriand,
€5 he rode through the picket line, De Trobriand's mission wes twofold.

tasides forcing'a erossine of Hetcher Bun at Vaughen rosd, he was io

0
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"peke disposition to hold the rozds leading to frmstrong's and Dsbney's

}i1lls.® Screened by Hess and his horsesoldiers, De Trobriend's biue-

i0

o~

Shots were eycngng ¢ near Cwmdngs! house, as Hess' cavalrymen

3 T

charged_and drove Confederate vedettes cown the road toward the ford.

&

Arp roacalng Eatcher Fun, Major Hess and his scouts -saw that there wes

a.cmall detachment of Reoels posted in rifle-pits on the opposite bank

to guard the Vaughen road crossing.- A hurried reconnsissance satisfied

"“.’

55 thﬂt his troopers would be uneable to force a Ypassage' as planned,

becauge the crossing had been obstructed with felled timber,

Upon receiving this news from Hess, De Trobriand prepared to employ

1

“his infaniry to establish the bridgehead. Soldiers of the 2d U, 5. Sharp-

shooters were called up and deployed as skirmishers to the front end right
¢f the Rebels! breasstworks, ¥hile the sharpshooters engaged the Johanies,

the 99th and 110th Pennsyivenia worked their way through the woods south

- of Vaughan road. Colonel Edwin R. Biles of the 99th was to take advant-

&

: f")‘.

Fo

the diversion effected by the regulars to force a passage of Hatcher

- Runat tﬂe broken dam, 200 yards below the crossing.,

Afner walnwng acout 15 minutes and hearing nothing further from Colonel

AR | .
wlles, Geqe rai De Trobriand rode to the 1eft to ascertain the cause of the

7.  As his horse trotted into the woods, De Trobriand was shaken to

<. - 'r .
¥2¢ the two Pennsylvanis reziments lying down among the trees, He was

PR NEE

aye

4 Piles and derended an explanebion. Biles

iy
il

:, "The cavalrymen told me the rua was lmpassable for footscldiers

®
Wlila ow .
~%& "he supposed thet he was to regulste his, Fove*eﬂuS‘ on the sharp-
o ::’:_ers’
"Iou are mistokan!®  Le Trobriand exsleimed, and he repeated his orcers,




The misunderstanding resolved, the §Sth Pennsy1van1a supported by

the 110th, moved out of ihe woods and charged across a small, open Field

1

f ! ing for the bluecoats to attempt a

to the bark of the run. Without
crossing, the butternuts abandoned their earthworks and disappeared into

Lhe tl*oer beyond. Even with no opposition, the Yarks experienced corn-

siderable difficulty in reaching the right bank of Hatcher Fun. The
water was deep and co'| the men had to jump,; one afier the olher,

from log to log. GCeneral De Trobriand was compeiled to dismount and

; : . 2 11
ress the stream in similar fashion,
Having gained the west bank of the run by 9:30, General De Trebriand

hed the mission of vosting his men to cover the bridgehead and waich the
I ¥

" roads leading to Armstrong's and Jaonev‘s mills. " An arc-shaped line wes

1aid out, crossing the two roads, the right resting on the run and the

left on a swamp.’ As the reslments of the 1st Prlgaqe slowly worked their

wey across Hetcher Run, the units filed into position. Qutpostis were
tushed out connecting on the left with the captured rifle-pits in which

- De Trovriand posted two compenies, The brigade's numerically stronges®

paC R L

reﬂlment, the 1st Maine Heavy Artillery, was held in reserve, ready to
~

rove on the double to any point on the perimeter where its services were

41

reguired, Observing that Rebel skirmishers occupied the woods to their

S . S . 12
center and right, the Yanks dug in,
EEaﬂvhmle, the ision ploaee”s had been called up and put Lo work

tridging the run, One bridge wes thrown across the stream at the Vaughen
read crossing and a second ab the broken dem, The latler bridge wes
v
comnleted first. As soon as the bridge was declared reacdy for traffic,
; (e - . 13
rs crossed end reported to De Trotriend.

. ; : 4
Le Trobriznd's rear guard had nessed,

A




L ear

Hzine worked its way tnrough woods and dense undergrowth, The Mainem

"told Colonel Olmsted to resume the merch; The leader of the II Corps,

Gensral Humphreys, wanbed Smyth to secure a crossing of Hatcher Run &b
*xnstrong’s Wwitl, After coverings Lhe bridgehead, Saith wes to exiéa
to the right beyond R. Armstrong's house, anchoring his right on Rocky
Erafch; Preceded by a company of the 3d Pennsylvanié Cavalry, the

Szcond L“VlSlGn fOi_OneG De Trobriand's column to within one-half mile

of the Vaughan road crossing of Hetcher Run., Here it turned into a
vt reed lesding westward through the woods to Armstrong's Mill., A&s

the horsesoldiers aorroached Focky Erench, they were fired on by Coa-

_‘federate cutposts, Supported bty the 19th Massachusetis Infantry, the

Penasylvenians chargsed, driving the Rebels across the stream. A short

:7distance beyond, the butternuts rallied and checked the Union cavelry.
.}Thfee_éoﬁpahies of the 19th Massachusetls, deployed as skirmishers, now
‘foqk the lead. Smeshing the Confederate roacdblock, the infaniry cnasea.
i“th° Jornnies across Hatcher Bun. Herg their advance was stopped by the

* fire of sharpshoobers posted in rifle-pits on the opposite bank., The

14

‘officer in charge of the skirmishers shouted, "Take coverl®

General Smyth, hearing shots in the woods off to his left, called
on Colonel Dimsted Tor enother regiment, The brigade commender sent
the 19th Maine. The generzl told Lieutenant Colonel Joseph . Speuld

ing of ‘the Meine regiment to move his people "in llne of baiitle off to

Fced

S€veral shobts ssnt the grevclads diving into thelr rifle-pits, which

tarzlleled the bank at & distance of about ten rode,

ne frilure of “he e Lo cleor fields of

left, ' Covered by two compenies, deployed as skirmishers, the 15<h

reac D8d Hatcher Run zn saw Debel infentry picketing the opposite bani.

i
i
3 g




e

-

Spaulding's skirmishers c¢rossed the run, one at—a time on & fallen tree,
zad took cover in a defiladed ares between the water and top of the bank.
tithough it was slow golng, tne rest of the regiment followed, utilizing
the route ploneered by the skirmishers,  All his men across, Spaulding
agvanced his skirmishers, £s sooﬁ zs they showed themselves, ithere was

It

& sharp outburst of firing., Within 15 minubes, the scldiers of the 1§th

[®)

¥aine had geined the upper hand, and the Rebels took to their heels,

Spaulding's skirmishers Yost no time in teking possession of the aban-

S

doned brezstworks. Reinforced by two additionsl companiles, The skir-

mishers extended Lo the right, Visuzl contect was soon established

1

with the picket line of the 19th Massachusetle on the north side o

15

£
Hatcher Run.
While the 1G6th Maine was carviag out a bridgshead, Generzl Smyth
proceeded to deplby his.divisibn, keeping in nind General Huzphreys'!
instructions to extend to the right, The troops were marched up the

rosd leading to Armstrong's house and placed in line of battle, Colonel

Olmsted's brigede was posted with its left flank (the 19th Messachusebis)

=R

. resting on Hebcher Fun,anc in conbact with the 19th }eine on the south

n

bark, The ground oc;upied by much of .the ]sﬁ Brigade was in a field,

facing the woods., Skirmishers advanced into the pines, while the rest
of the troops were pul to wofk erecting breastworks, As the 7th lic
end the 1st Minnesola advancec into the timbér to the left and front,

16
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“2ey drove in Confederal
CiﬁSted‘s, its right restiing on Rocky Eranch. The line along which
tyes in advance of the Armstrong house and

iment, the 164th New York,




O S tety T o el

~‘near young

wes advanced as pickets.

Shortly before noon, a unit from the 3d Brigede, the 1st Delaware, re-

~rted to Colonel Murphy. The Deleware people were posted oa the righv,

npefusing their right wing, with their two right companies thrown perpendi-

(=3

cvlarly to the rear.,® Aboubt 100 yards in front of his rignt, across the

intervening cleared ground, Murpghy could see the profile of & Hebel redoubt,
i th "connecking curtains.! While the soldiers were digg ing in, a gun en—

'*Qa?&d in this work sent an occasional round SCrGQMLH” overhead, but beyond

17

reking up the recruits doing no camage.,

cr

The 3d Erigsde was to constitute Smyln's ready reserve, consequently, i

ws massed "under cover of a siighit ridge," near Armstrong!s. Colonel

o

-Fi lerce b noon had been celled upon for four units, besides the 1st Delawzre.
fAt 11 a.m. the 7th West Virginia Battzlion was ordered to report to Colonel

- Llnsted, Led by & staff-of flcer, the West Vlrglﬂ18”8 crossed Hatcher Run on

2 dam, under a gelling smell-zrms' fire, and took position alongside the 1Gth

" :

teine. The 1Lth Connecticut was rushed up from the reserve to oe posted in

&

sup poru of two sections of the 10th Massachuselts Battery. The left section,

4 ars .. = 3 ) .
Lieytenant Milbrey Gresn commending, hed emplaced its 10-pounder Parrotts

o2

RrWstropg's house, cormending Duncan road and covering the front

- 2rd right of the Second Division; the center section had unlimbered its

&rrotts to co smand the ford across Hetcher Fun and Suyth's left

L
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olonel Ceorge F. E pper advenced with his battalion o
%% 10th New York to reinforce Olmsted's skirmish line, while at 2 .
% 128 New Jerssy wes organized into fabigue parties end detailed to
iiruct a corduroy road.

Gererz) Mott's 2d and 2d Zrigedes had trailed Smythtls division cown




i
¥

” brigade, familierizing himself with the topogt

~thet direction.

-1

ughan road to Cvmmings' house, Here Moit called a brief halt. In pur-

¥

[

cuznce with Meade's master plan, Mottt sent Colonel Robert Mcillisterts 3d

i

a

zade down & wood roed toward Tucker's, bMeAllister was to place his

orgenization in "line of battle near the Tucker house, across the road

onn down Vaughan rozc to Hatcher kun,

Within a shert time, Mcillister!s infantry had filed into cosition

©

in the woods at Tucker's., A line of outposts vias established and manned

by the 120tk New York znd the 11th New Jersey, and a connection made with

Jurphy's Second Division pickets along a cart road, IcAllister spent most

of the foremoon exploring the woods in front of the sector occupied by his

20

ephy.

2

At 12:30 orders were received from Genersl Humphreys Lo build breasti-

vorks, McAllister!'s people went to work with a2 will, McAllister feared
~thet a Rebel column might infiltrate the ground between his right and a

“brench of Arthur Swemp, so he had his soldiers extend their rifle-pits in

21
Gereral Humphreys had been studying his meps. On doing so, he con-

¢iuded that, if past experiences were a guide, the Confederates would socn

i . L
~%2¥e the pxotecnlon of thelr fortifications, and launch & vigorous counter-

~&vizck. Humphreys felt that the Rebels would aim their initial blow at the

er2z between Hatcher Fun and the headwaters of Arthur Swemp, where Smyth

€04 HeAllister's men were entrenching. Conseguently, Humphreys rode to his

EL to examine Smyth's and leAllister's positions, The corps cornacder

——
)
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net McAllister's brigade, although it was stretched to the bresking

u

point, was unable to cover the wride expanse of front betwesn Rocky Branch
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o move oult with &1l ¢f his "disposeb

checking with General Meede, Humphreys at 2 p.m. telegraphed

brigade to relieve.,.Mcillister in

22

Jlles did not quibble, Contacting

the general told him

force," Lis soon as- the soldiers

cbuld be turned out urder erms and in light marching order, Colonel Ramsey

his colurn in motion down Vaughen

o
&
ek

Miles, after he saw Ramsey's tro

the were en route to Tucker's, - If a

; 21
shculd be There by 3:L5.

M
]
]

i

Ramsey's .people marched more rap

ber of Ramsey's staff rode up to Mci

o
Q_%‘l
i

hls tour, Mcillister's bluecoets

on which they had been working.

m
by
iy
()]
o
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&y

Inside of 30 minutes, Bersey's

X
L[]
6]

tant~general, Captain
-&rers for fresh instructions, HNee

% & lot of complaining zhout heving

¢
ot
L

i b el :-. 5 A g
LIGin snoungr rieion, A

At

siments in a field 200 yerds behind the

<

read,

ops hit the road, wired Humphreys that

11 went according to schedule, the bri-

+

idly than anticipated. . At 3:30 2 mem~

1lister's cormand post,-and handed the
leader of the 3d Brigade & cony of Generel Humphreys' 2 olclock telegranm
hed nearly completed the line oi vorks
Before McAllister could recover from the
this bﬁmbshell, Colonel EHamsey rode up at.the head of his brigade.

soldiers had replaced HMeAllister's in

ine. After being relieved, Mcillister

1,

‘ortifications, whiile

}-,

Jonn P Fink lnelﬁr to division head-

dless to say, McAllister's soldiers

)

the fruits of their labor enjoyed

L orn.m. orders wers receivea for

PR R




the east bank, Humphreys outlined

~Vaughan road, "so as to take possession of the Debney's Hill road at F,

ey

“established by the major at Dabney's Mill,

- veillister to redeploy his brigede on Ramsey's lefi,

*s regimental companders, after posting v

arsa) weir units, depleyed and
scvanced some of thelr men as nickets. The rest of the soldiers stacked

yﬂanwu13e, accomnanied by Genersl Hott, Wesi's brigede had reached

bank and the pioneers bridging the stream. Moti told Vest so form his
brigade into battls line ecross Vaughan road.

try was teking position, Generals Eumphreys and

IJ
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%
[
I
6]
r
o,
:

Mott crossed Hetcner Tun to insrzect the Before returning to

triand and ¥ejor Hess

a

- ~whaet their next roves should be., De Trobriand was to push oub slong

o

. Keys! house." Hess and his horsesoldiers were to open communicztions

it he 19th Maine at Armstrong's Ford, A 30-man outpost was to be

26

Hess, having the smaller cormand, moved first. On the road to

. ! . il L "~ T
~Armstrong's Ford, one—fourth mile beyond tae perimeter held by De Tro-

o

:fb?iahd‘s infentry, Hess!' cavalry encountered Rebel pickets. The grey-

Yot o .
Ci26s wers formed aTon7 the edge of & wood and posted Denlpd a rail fence,
Copeny A, Ga ptain Louis &, ©ti11é comnending, wes dismounted and ordered
rive in tHe Rebels, but'they were too strong. Mejor Hess calied jor

. to charge, mounted, on Company &'s left, while lompany M ad-

ST . . " - ) iR
Stille's right. Sweeping forward, the Yenks routed the butter-

L)

rom behind the fence, capturing five, As they felt Their way

FuE) . . 3 . _ - vt ;o
“rough the pines beyond, the Pennsylvania cavalrymen encounbered tns

T M ] =) £, i | S e EXafien that he coulld

2k COOSiIdaeraole Lorce ness weg s40. T et vilel s LRI



:
rat ¢islodge these :-___.,_,ed foots:idiers, unless he was reinforced. i
ihen notified of this, Gernzral Humphreys Girected Hess to retura to
. :urzn road, and op<l commmniciilons with the V Corps at £, Hargraves!.
soper & two-mile rice toward H venguard wes Tired on by
.-;"""e;rs vosted in thz tines east of Vaughan road. 21
.--Colonel":fest 2% [ p.m. had srossed Hatcher Run with his brigade,
{n doing so, he hed Iimed line of battle vith his rignt resiing on Vaughan
yead and his left, wiiih was relused, anchored on ther run. De Trobriand '
.45 now free to toke :zzession of the Dabney's Mill ro-ad_. Three regiments,
ivo from his trigace he A4Dth zw York and the 110ta Pennsy vlvania) and one
from West's (the 1051, Fenns vivznia) were entrusted 'with.this mission. As
?ressed forwerc. ine Yankes footsoldiers swept back the Rebel picketls,
iy L2

d scon gained their oal.

| "Q':f"hen Hess!' cavalrr battali-z was fired on,as it felt its wa ;f.elong
Vzbgbaq roed, the 1Ci: Pennsyliinia was ordered to horsesoldiers! assist-
“ﬁ-née;. Supported by = infantry, the troopers c‘n_arged; and. srashed the
:Ee‘oe}. rozdblock. Th: :ivance aisng Vaughan road wes continued ©ill con-

3 . T - . - S T A
tact wes esteblished -Zth the V lorps. After reporting to General Werren,

the column retraced I': steps, ar_c‘a Yajor Hess notified CGeneral Humphreys

NEY Ene road was ori..

‘From atop the ¢ 2] tower zehind Forl Fisher, signal corps personnel

DT uhe hebel lines - their Trnt under ouservation. AL 3:15 p.m, these

r5otle werned Miles 1. the Ret:ls were Mmoving & very heavy colum to
“haiy right,n iiles ~:ilegraphsl this importent inforsetion to his superior,

SR T~ aps wers ‘ssued 2lerting the division commenders to
S guard esains a countsratlack. .29

i
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wsuld be. Indeed, they were able to calculate just aboub The length o

. passage of Habcher Hua at the Vaughan road crossing. Lee wailsd quietly

to the chancel, He recelved the communion and, veking up his het ean

. gloves from the pew, left immeciately.

R R

‘line on the alert and in readiness for any emergency.”

ast sxperiences, many of them bitier, enabled veteran officers and

iy

el

f?

men of the Army of the Potomec to kuow sboult what Cepmrel Fobert E. Les

-and his peo%le s response to tbe,f surge towarq the Boydton 31 nk Hoad

,1

i3 3 T A i e L . - -~ ~ -
tine it would tzke Lee and his generals to ready & power

Lee was attending church in Petersburg, when an aide entered, and,

¢

ine husled voice, told his peneral thet Union infentry hec forced &
? 2 o

'Lntwl co munion then, contrary to his custom, went with the first group

)

30

- Before riding for the point of danger, Lee stopped in at his head-

1

=)

. quervers for & few minutes. & lelegram was gispabched at 2:45,relaying

1 .

- news of the Union advance to the War Lepartment, and. ennouncing thai the
‘general was preparing Lo meeb the IToe, 31 At the . same time, Chief of
© Artdllery Williem H. Pencleton was notified, "The enemy are advancing

on the Vaughan road, cevalry end infantry crossing at Havcner's [ sic /

Bun, This mey be & strong movement. Have the artillery on the vhole
32

In the past, the ~ecera,s had alvays ma&e a thruSu north of the James

S WevErd Bichmond, in cOnéunctiQn with attempts to extend their left, so
Lleuue 2nt General James Longstreet was conbacied. Tongstrest in turn

zlerted his subordinates charged with guarding the approzches Lo Richmond

a2t Cenerzl Lee Y"anticipates a simultaneous move on our left,!

o
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To cope with this new Union offensive, General Les hsz




- getailed Lo pickebd Hatcher

~Major Genersl Henry Heth's

divigions and cpe division of cavalr

i e T T
:nd one-nall mires Nerin 01l Felersunz

ion commenced by

General Gorden in the meantinms hed cemped the divi

’ TomIonems - ) = “. L s sz deen T - B - -
Brigadier General Clement A. Evens on the Boydvon Plank Road, soout one

mls division

‘hed esteblished winter queriers on wnite Cak rosd, one mile wesi of

were charged with covering the crossings of

oldiers from Pegr rem's division wer e panning

‘Up till now Cordon's corps tad seen no action since returning from

tag Velley, where it hed suffered disesters of which the veberans didn't

T 2 P -~ 3 - T 4 . et Lot fi - a ¢ = <4 -
Ve lor Bendolph Barton, & staff-officer in ths ftene
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C S s e

tiue splendor of ithe group: & be notle men in
anpearence and every other respe e horse. 36
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1

- ¥Williem R Pac vels,  Three of Wilcox'!s four bri

Car 3 : ? { ot
scGowan's on the right,

e e

. _ e
¥o. L5, wouid be available for the counterattack Lee was planning, 31

Boonsy Lee's cad

A i, 2 T
&3 ther had

Hetn's and Cadmus b,

-Ar hur Swanp heading several hundred yards northwest of Bolsseau's houss

Heth's left from Wilcox's right, From right o left Hetn's

ibrigades were posted: Brigedier General John R. Cooke's, Colonel Williem

¥eComb's, Brigadier General Joseph R. Davisf, snd Brigadier General

zades were in the works-—-—

]
%

ne's in the center, and Scales! on the left

Wileox's other brigade, Thomes!, was north of the Appomatiox and had

39

been stztioned there since July 4.

! +,
{wly

Accomucl1nm by his steff, Generzl Lee at 3 ofclock rode out o

Petersbure, teking the Poydton Plenk Road, Alrsady, a number of Lee's

<3

erzls, in accordsnce with his Instructicns, had pubt their columns in




. o

1

‘Lvens! and Pegram

& N

took Cox road, while otqers followed the Boydton Plank road., Union signal
~ergonnel stationed in the tovier behind Fort Fisher kept sections of these

yoats unGer ooservailion.

b

one of Finegen's brigades, "going al quick time to

L0

their first glimpse o

our left on the Cox rozd.'

in hour earlier, Genersl Wilcox hec contacted Zrigedier General
szmuel MoGowen. The lesder of the South Carcline Brigede was teld &y

ris suverior to ovrepare his men to teke the field, The order o move
> = 2 !

out came within the hour. Upon leaving his camp et Boisseeu's, HeGowan
hed his lead reziment, the 1st Soutn Carolina, fell in benind MacRze's

¥orth Cavolinizns. The South Carolina Brigzde followed FacRas's troops

_down the works toward Hetcher Fun. hiear the center of Heth‘s CEmps ,
-tl&gowan czlled a h2lt, Teking position behind the breasivorks, the
k}South Caroiini&ns nerVOtsly fingered their rifle-muckets, as they
'.;istened to the rattle of musketry and the roar of cannon in the woods

16 their front. Questioning several soldiers who were guarding the huts,

the South Carolinizns learned that the troops formefiy holding this sec-—

L . P . ] . - = 2 L] P -~ =
tor, Davis! Mississippizas, had been ordered out to attack Unlon troops

feeling their wey up Duncan road. 4l

General Cordon, learning of the Union advance, had ordersd out
's divisions, DNorth of Hatcher Run, Bvens had marched

f1s three brigades from theit campé to Purgess! Mill, then down the nerth

v

ik of the yun to the line of works in front of General Cooke's winter

erters, The division then roved to the left along the works, about one

*ile, After a brief hali, Evaas' greyclads at 4 p.m. crossed the forti-
P
czSions,
w®
25



4 &

fore entering the woede and underbrush skirting Rocky Branch, Evans formed

rie division into batile line, Brigadier General %illism Terry'!s Virginia
rvigede on the left, Colonel Willism E, Peck's Louisieans

cenier, and Colonel John H. Lowe's Georgia Brigade on th

'Li‘:izzr:-ral Evans told them thaet they were to guide on Terry, He then waved
his battle line forwerd. The division advanced to where the artillerists
. ! \
red unlimbered their guns and halted, Skirmishers were pushed out, as
the batteries shelled the woods to the front,
: Heth had massed his divisicn on the lefl of Evens' trcops. When
he advanced, Heth would de so on & twe-brigade front, OCooks's and
ll-fc*Ccn‘sb's brigades, suprorted by Davis'! and MacBRae's, would spearhead

the counterattack, General Lee resched the field about the time that

Heth and Evens were completing their preparations. Since the hour was

late, Lee decided to send Heth's troops forward, although Finegan's di-

L

vislon wss not.yet up.
South of Hatcher Iwun, General Pegram prepared to resist the Union

1

Coiumn thet had esteblished a bridgehead on the west side of Hatcher Run,

About 3 olclock Eeth's Confederates begen prebing the sector held by

“iythts left flank brigade, Olmsted's, A thrust ageinst the picket line




en 2il-out assault on his left, so he had Colonel Olmsted deploy the 20th

cszchusebts as skirmishers to plug 2 gap that had opened belween tur

'L'u

*,’fl. vl
“vo Rebel batteries at L o'clock began shelling Murphy's breastworks.

sﬁdie one hat te r hermmered the brigeade's lelt the guns emplaced in & re-

OL‘

e pounded his fremb, Satisiied that the Confederates were endesver-
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_ing to soften u; ory to attacking, ¥Murphy asked the
3segnoneers of the 10th Messachusetts Battery to hold their fire, while

saudir' word for hAS pickets to keep thelr eyes open,

“i-MeMllister in the meantinme had moved to carry oub his instructions
f@o post his brigade on Ramsey's Jleft, His right regiments were just

fi“lnﬂ into position, when Heth struck, Advancing in double line of

”jb”ttTE covered by'a strong skirmish line, Heth's division pressed for-

'khru on the left ang right of Rocky Branch, . Yankes DTCkebS flfea a,few

stattered shots and fled, Colonel Ecﬁllister bellowed, *Double-Guick!®

dlhis Lroops quickly completed their deployment,

e Lleutenaﬁt Colenel dohn ¥ 1lllan of Humnnfejs’ staff galloped up at

L= s O

ﬁﬁ?is roment, shouting that a gep had opened on the right, where Ramsey's

the right. To cope with this situation, the rear

w Jersey) was diverted from the left. As men of

—

"i‘:‘; St A - . i 9 - 4 TR oo - - )
“3¢ 11th New Jersey scrembled into position behind the breasiworks,

)

-2 zhtened vickets, many of them belonging to the Second Divislion, ran

&*““»m: -1 — - PR - P : * n e,
“0iTd them, A Bebel battery, emplaced to the left and rear of Thompsci's
“ise, zhelled the blueccsts, hurring them along. Moments after the fl1th
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on of the 8th Hew dJersey found itself with no protecitlon, excegpt ;

o
hY
C!
5_..1
=

{rass anc underorush. Foilowing herd on the heelé of the retreating
cickets, Heth's vattle lines &ppeared in front of the sector defended

by the gth New Jersey. The New Jersey regiment greeted the butternuts
with 2 terrific volley, czusing them to fall back in confusion, Again,
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force, seemingly unmindful of the Ysnks! fire,
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end took cover behind stumps and felled timber east of Rocky Branch.

-

Trus sheltered, the Johnnies punished the exposed wing of the &th New
dersey.

From left to rig the 120th Mew York, the 7th New Jersey, and the
1?th Massachusstis held the brigade front to the left of the 8th New Jer-
ssy, Heth's bettle lines came on "with a yell known to...211." Volley

efter volley ripped into the oncoming Confederates, cubttingdown officers ;

L5

men, and compelling them to recoil.
West of Rocky Branch, Evans' skirmishers zssailed the right of kur-

thy's picket line defended by the 182d New York. The New Yorkers and

butternuts engaged in = spirited fire-fight. After about 15 minutes,

the Jomnnies pulled back. The Rebel artillery now resumed its bombard-

rent of Murphv's main line of resistance. While the Yanks were exchang- S
Py k!

ng rutuel congratulations at having beaten o”” ine Soutnerners, Dvans!

freyelads came on a second time, bub again they were repulsed by Murphy's

C'

woimil i
filrmishers, Colonel durchy at this time was diszbled, a minie ball strik- B

e

£ nim in the knee. After turning commznd of the brigade over to the

$iior regimental corrmnder, Colonel Jemes P. McIvor of the 170th New

=01, Murphy was carried to a field hospital.

learning that his pickels easi of Kocky Eranch were

—

O&th lew York and
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‘_[}th, intended to occupy;..." Smyth accordingly ordere

s pattalion of the 4th Chio from his reserve brigade.

Simultaneously, orders were given for the 1ith Connecticut to charige

h, 4ithou

e

front o the right and tske positicn covering Hocky Erarc
ned Lo cross an sree swept by artillery, the Connecticul regiment M"chenged
ront forward on first compeny, bringing.../ its / line a2t a right angle
with the llne attacked." The 12th New Jersey had returned from its rozd
building a33¢bﬂrenu just as Smyth was preparing to move out with the Lth

Orio and the 108th Hew York. A chenge in plans was mede, Since he be-

lieved thet two regiments would be sufficient for the mission, Smytn

" crossed the branch at the head of the 4th Chic and the 12th New Jersey

to discover Mcillister's men "filing in to occupy thal ground that...

(o}

the Ohio

batnalvon to report back to Colonel Plerce, while the 12th Hew Jersey

rkas.posted in support of }cAlllster g brlgoae The 10&8tn New York in

L7

the meantime had been employed to bolster Olmsted's pLCKeB lire,

‘Two sections of the 10th Messachusetts Batiery were emplaced west

of Rocky Branch at the hour of Heth's advance, GCenersl Smyth, seeing

that the bubtterauts were ariving toward the 300-yard gap separating his
right from McAliister's left, sent word for Lieutenent J. Webb Adams to

vieel his guné about. Since being unlimbered Adams! and Green's sections

rad been only Sll&rt1v engaged, pav1ng fired an OCC¢SLOQ@1 round &t the

Cinnons to their front which were’ baTaS’lng }urphy‘s'lnfanufy. Green,
“hose section wes in babtery near young Armstrong's, found thet on reé-
Versing nis 10-pounder Pzrrotis tret he was eble to enfilzde the advenc-
inz Revel lines, 300 yards to his front. Adar ms! pleces from near the
for¢ delivered M"an oblique fire on Lhe ceater and ieft“ of Heth's vatile
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niever ¢id shells do more effective work," bragged the battery's
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irst apoegred in view in o
, mainly pines enc ceks, and amid these the havoc was greatest.
men were afterwards found lying dead near a tree, killed by |
11 which, singnlarly enough, first passec completely through
runk of the tree, exyloding on the furiher side. 18
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ks soon es Heth's attack began, General ott, who was at the Vaughen
rosd crossing, sent en aside to see how Colonel Hedllister was doing. The

steff-officer returned with news that Meillister "wes most gellantly en-

courag_“g his commend,? and that he had sent "word that he was fighting .
cwith and i ithout breast-work ; also, that he could whip {he webeis away .M

Although Mott liked McAllister's spirit, he determined to rush him some

“agsistance, &t 5 p.m. orders were issued for Colonel West to pull two

- regiments out of the bridgehead and merch them to the point of danger.
-In cvedience with these 1qstructlons, West directed the 141st Penn-

31 venia and the 1st Massachusetts Heavy Lrtillery to recross Hatcher i

ﬂﬁun and to report to Colonel Mcillister near Tucker's. Shortly after -
?hese two vnits hat moved oub, West was instructed by Moll to hasten

_tO hCnlllS er's assistance with all his brigade, except the 105th

49

P?ﬁﬁsylvania-which was on patrol,
All told, Genseral Heth'launched tﬁree attacks agsinst the‘sector
:ﬁ_fe?ded by McAliister's reinforced brigade, . Colonel McAllister re-
®2lled that not long after the initisl repulse:

-the well-known Rebel yell rolled oul on the evening btreeze,
end on ‘15hea Eb ir messed columns., My line now opened &

most destructive fire,...again the enewy were T€uu1884. The
fire slack enln“ some, I rode ‘;Won,L the lines encouraging the
men to stend and the day would ve ours. They all struck
ue the song ”3 “ly sround the Flag, Bovs." The Hetels repliec,

Y
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the lead as he two regiments filed inbto position in a field in support

R Fi ekt es
- ilghting ceased,

e will rally around your flag, boys!® The heavy firing
had ncw ceased for the time beLHg, but the peuse wes of
short diratioin. The Reb el...éfﬁethn7 with his famous
fighti~r division wmede & rush for the gep in our lines,

uht our boys were ready for them, aad as the darkness of

the nizit had closed in upon us, the gischarge of musketry

and buraing, flashing powder, iliuminating the battle-scene,...

and the ioud thundering of bhc “rt ler 7, made the scene one

of more than orcinary
" Rebel <zlumns for the |

Before HZeth's third atteck, the 1i1st Pennsylvenia and the 1st Hassa-

crusebbs Heety Lrtillery reinforcaed Mceillister, The Penmsylvaniens toolk

L

~of Meillister's battle line, Here the newcomers were exposed to a severe

ssiell-arms' Mire.

Colonel West arrived with the head of his column at a most opportune

moment for tie Army of the Potomac, A.strong force of Heth's greyclads,

"&dvancing dciin the ezst bank of Rocky Branech, was threatening to turn

-\_r-. L, . “ g . .
?3ﬁ7ll terts ieft. iest's lead regiment, the 57th Pennsylvania, deployed

- in%o battle Zine on the double. Charging into the bottom, the Penasylvean-
:?3HS checked the Confederates! surge. Following c¢lose on the heels of the

S{an solale“s of the 5th Michigen foried on the Peqi“ﬂlvcnlcns‘ left,

?{Pfessing Joruard, the Michigenders passsd a number of Second Division

Py

had been rouuved from the picket line, huddled behind trees,

ta o 3 R - & .
ok lOQg afizr West znd his men had teken pcesition, plglb closed in, and,

Along the front held by Reamsey's brigsce, there was c,c:iuon on the

b"--":. T - - . 4 o o . : 4 i 3= o
$~22et line In front of the two left flank regiments-~the 6Lth New York

YL the 53¢ Tennsylvania, To assist Mcillister's hard-pressed troops

&l7, the colonels of these two regiments hac their men "fire

+ - .
e R L oznd ni niecting G2 nemy to a cross-fi ire Ll oz

r et



furing the night, patrols were thrown out end reoccunisd the pilcket

<1ne from which the Second Division had veen dislodged. A score or more

]

e derates_were encountered wandering about the woods, end, after bein;

dlezrmed, they were forw@rued to the provosi—marshal for interrogation.

L T

{arge Muwioers of mén were turned to by thelr officers erecting breastworiks
relling tinber on elvher side_of'Rocay.Eranéh. Tfoops not assigned to
fzrigue perties and outpost duty. were permitted to rest on their arms, 53
Chééking Qith his ¢ivision commanders, General Humphreys learned
L?ét:thé men who wore the H0lover Leaf# hed suffered 125.casualties in
the eﬁ - ement, while Retel losses were teomperabively sevefe and must

At 5:30, while Heth's atlzck was at its height, Genersl Hiles vas

cirected by his corps commanaer to have a second brigade report to Colonel

R L A '
3?“%.and 114t New York Volunteers). When Von Schack reported, Ramsey

ﬁaﬂ him form his troous on the right of his brigade, AL the time of the

comers' arrival, tpe firing to the left had nearly ceased. After re-

2

2'“‘“8 1n line about uhree hours, during which time his troops were en-

ru,
m

d in throwing up earthworks, Remsey told Von Schack that the crisis.

55

he was to return to his canmp.
18

_General Finegan had reached the scene of the fighting with his di-

Viain Ak _-.. - . . R ,- -
00 abour Lhe time thaz Hebh was mounting his third uSuault Taking

ce of the 1ateress of the hour, it was already starting to get
¥, an¢ the fact that the Federals had entrenched, General Lee decided

iansh o continuing the acbion.  Oiders were issusd for Heth to recall nis

32
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Covered by Evans' ski r:m_sners, Heth pulled back., Despite the

derkness and the woods, t:eke was little confusion as the Confederstes

zls and vitndrew behind into Gheir fo

i~

#role contact with ihe Feder

< Fvans! troops, in zccordance with instructions, marched back to

ked for the nignt in

uarters, while Finegan's division bivouack

réar of Heth's camps, McGowan's South Carolinisns were alerted when

v
e

.ﬁvisf Missisaippians'returned from the fight. The next morning,

56

Exﬁowqp s brigzde returned to its sector.

s
I,
S
~ta
B

Fal

General Warren's V Corps had merched from its cemps at 7 a.m.,

ary 55 turnzns into Helifex road at Globe Tavern, Three sguadrons

@gt!@ 6Dﬂ Ohio Cavalry, which had reported to Warren, had the lezd,

‘§?¥l§3¢d by Ayres! Second Division, Griffin's First Division, end

Behind Griffin's bluecoals, and in front

suns, with eight horses hitched to each

27

Bl e . .
_?*&cg ?Q@_calsson. The trzins brought up the rear.

S

,“?-RcﬂaﬂPyﬁ_Postofflce, the column left Helifex road, teking the

‘f?nuua road to HOWanty_Creek." Captgln Emmor B. Cope of Warren's

- Tt was ~hoped that Bke horsesoldiers

onlkc's Meck Bridge, before the Confederates

The area bebtween Halifax rocad and Rowaniy

"'j‘fq 6‘4-.,. LR S i - T — . e P 4
. 3 Wladelsy opes fer thet region. What timber there wWas ., ..sxiried

Lie road a2t 2 time." Even sc,. the Hebels had cbstructed the

o
)
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‘aeir rifie-pits, ca

“iyoed, so the cavalry's march was slowed,

It was 10 a,m. before the 6th Chio Cavalry reached the Rowaniy, where

he strean desp end unford-

ct

the troopers found the bridge destroyed, and
eble. As if this weren't bad enough, there were rifle-pits on the opro-

1 o~

site side, Behind these breastworks, a small but determined band of

o

© kebels had taken cover, prerared to dispute the crossing.  Captain John

LA

“gexon of the 6th Ohio dismounted one of his sqguadions, deploying the

‘- troopers as skirmishers, Posted behind recently erected barricades,

the Johnnies more than held their own against the Yenkee cavalry.

@enerals Werren and fyres now rode up, eccompanied by Ayres' lead

‘brigede, Colonel Jemes Gwyn's. After conversing hurriedly with Captain

:Cope, Warren told Ayres to have Gwyn and his infantry establish a bridge-

a,

 Gwyn moved promptly. The 190th and 191st Pennsylvania were advenced

| Qéﬁ skirmishers,_supporfed bv the Ath Delaware, hhile.soldiers of the Ath
;ﬁelaware kepﬂ the Rebels_pinned dovn by pouring volley after volley into
iihe breastworks, the Pgnnsylvenians viorked their way down to the water's
‘ﬁdge. The strezm was 60 feel wide at this pOlﬂu; ané vhere there wes
-slacg water the“e was ice, Overcoming these difficﬁlties, the foot-

"Oxalers eerCbeq a crossing by svimming and wading, and 2 few on the

CE- Gaining the westﬁo“ﬂk, the Pennsylvanians routed the Rebels from

58

&tu ing 23.
Trees were now felled by the pioneers to facilitate the crossing of
‘€ remainder of Gwyn's brigade. The brigade then pushed out about one-

halted, and took position covering the bridgenead.

Ceneral Warren took personal command of the pioneers and fatigue parties

34
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- given the task of bridging the Rowanty. ‘A bridge for the passage of the

guerters, reporiing that his broops had force& their WAy across whe

Meade hzd established his commend rost.

-_’*}regg's staff, who tersely explein

a

‘cavelry had been completed by 1 p.m., but it was 3:45 before e brid

A}
2

and trains® was declared open for traffic.

3

vle for the arvill

s
ractic

At 11.Q0 o'clock Warren had forwarded & message to Mezde'!s head-

v ra £ - x 1 a2 'R} . A ] b ! Am
fowznly. As yel, he hed heard nothing frowm Gregg and nhe.cava;ry. i
Chief of Staff Vwebb al dhe same hour wro Marren ‘that Humphreys!

iroops had forced a crossing of Hatcher Run. ' The telegreph hed been ex-

3

tended to the Veughan road crossing, where for the time being General

61

‘The corps, &s rapidiy as it crossed the Rowanty, moved out the Monk's

y

Kedcxﬂad to its intersecticn with Vaughen road. Capteih Cope took the

Qétﬁ Ohlo Caval%y and pushed on-ahead, proceeding down Vaughan road to

o

:Iﬁntle Cattall Creek. Here Cope met M2jor Henry B. Tremein of General

ed thet the cavalry division, having

_”been at’ Dinwiddie Courthouse severzl hours before, wes currently en route
‘back to Malone's Bridge, where it was to bivouse for the night, Contact
Wes also made at this time with the patrol (Mejor Hess') sent down Vaughan

Toad by General Humphreys.

Immediately after Cope's and Tremsin's conversation, & mounted Rebel

ratrol led by General Rooney lee came pounding up Vaughan road from Lin-

¥Widdie Courthouse. - pcnorgwnc to General Larren, "the meeling was quite

Urexpected to them from the way they scampered off, and to me, as T had
“Wpposed General Cregg would send informetion to me 2s soon as he uncovered

“% road lezding to my position. The enemy's cavelry thus picked up one

“C stragglers and caught sight of our infantry....®

1 ImYymyrrree .
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'JOanles nave found the II Corps," they told one anotner.

General Meade issued ordersqfor Gregg 1

.to marcn the V Corps up Vaughan road to su““ort Humphreys.

His ETOODS heving reached J. Hargrave's, larren saw that the divislons

took their asolgnec pos1t*ons. General Ayres' troops covered the Queker

1—5

and quer roads leading north; General Griffin's were posted on Cliver

i

~Chanpell's fdfm, Haucnﬁng Vnughan road and the roads to the west; Craw-

ik

ferdls peoale were posiii Oﬁed in a field east of Veughan road, the artil-

61,
lery and trains parked nearby.

P ]

While the men who wore the MNaltese cross on their caps were gathered

around their campfires brewing coffee and discussing the dey's events,

M

ine

[

to the northeast, O

&5

théj were startled to hear heavy firing of

)

ne fighting along Mcillister's front was raging,

1,

-At 5 ofclock, while

cl'

ediately to Werrem,

ie
]
H
L)
=
Q
&-\
cr

':hita ‘his cavalry division. A covering letter was addressed to Warren,
fﬁ? rising'him of this development. When Gregg showed up, Meade wanted
e ren to place tre cqvalr sen on the left of his infentry. Arny head-

%E:ters 2lso wished VWarren to know that the Rebels had assailed Humphreys'

'1jr12ht but they had been repulsed., It might become necessary, however,

66

';‘Hetn s attack on the II Corps! right made it Vltal that the Army of
?ﬁé Potomac maintein its grip on the section of Vaughan road between

I""‘?-_I:;“l"dc;'“.iand‘s Eridvehead and Warren's corps., Instructions were issued
f?r_hcr ren Lo kolc,.ath his command "a p01nt in the vicinity of Mr., hHar-

€ravels ang }ﬁs. evis! instead of the point designated.as J. Hargrave's"

67

J#
o
e

s instructions.

The courier with this order reached Warren's command post at 6:45.

e

‘70 hin, Warren lezrrned that it had become necegsary to recall part of
-"':."L‘i . . . ] ] . i P
“'s division (YWest's brigzsde) bo essist the soldiers struggling to

;
T

Ty



- junction of the lork's Néck and Veughan roads,
%questioning deserters, who told thew Lisutenant CGeperal Ambrose P. Hillts

{ﬁx re corps, reﬂnforued by other al'lslons, was massing to assail the

';g¢ong Vauonan road, bringing with hinm only his “resefve ammunition, send—
_1ﬂ9 everything else, artillery, ambulances, and wagons, back with General .

“Gregg.t This dispetch was in harrea's hends at 8 p.m,

Cor

contein the Confederate counter aatacx east of Hatcher Run. Checking his

veve bo recall Crawford's division. ¥Wwhen this was done, Griffin would
68

reve to "make arrangenents to hold the rozd to Dimwiddie Court-touse,..."

Crawford's troops were collecting wood and buildin eres, "the

night being very cold and Uhe men weary after the long march of the day,™

when orders were barked to fell in. The division then returned to the

Meanwhile, the intelligence pecple &l Meade's heacquarters had besn

'4I COTyS. Coﬂsequenuly,_lz might become necessary to recall the ¥ Corps

gto boster Hugphreys. It this occurred, Werren was to move his trovps

79

C)b’

Meade by ¢ otclock had made his decision, WwWarren was to march his .

s ]

s vis Vaughan road to Hatcher Run, and cross cne division to the east T

sids, The other two were to hold a line from Armstrong's Mill to Le Tro-

L 2 5
brlﬁxﬂs bridgehead, vhose troobs the V Coros wa$‘to relleve. Warren Wes

Oring with him all of Grerg's cavalry, except those horsgsoldlers de-~
- It took the staff-officer, entrusted with this communication, 30
—utes to rloe from srmy headogusriers to Warren's command post. Warren

G
-

Yld move repidly whea ne wented. Criffin, whose division was to ts

¢

L3
3



; 13 - i =
I N N O BN W e .

r_$1t€ to dismount, build fires, and prepzre coffee, Both the infantry and

: lead, wes bto merch as soon as he could recall his pickels, On reach-

(+y Matcher Bup, unless instructed differently by General Meade, CGriffin

4 to relieve De Troovriand, The wagon train was to follow Griffin, and

vhe commender of the First Division was to see that it parked as near the

Ly}
o4
£
L]
7 I
e
[
m
1]

g fezsitle,

ime was lost relieving the pickels thal it wes neariy wid-

73

“ghont before Griffin's bluecosts were "fairly on the road.V . The treins
I division, snd the artillery, Crawford's

75

It wes 11 p.m. before Gregg learned that he was to Join General Warren.

-ta“gade commanders arouse their thbS. ﬁt i a.n., Feoruery 6, the cavalry

Marcning via th e Stage and rornk's Neck roads, Gregg

&:g'clock, neay the Vaughan road crossing of Gravelly Run, reporied o

P

Ty : - - - - ] . - - -
{nersl karren.‘ Werren cave Grege his first mission: he and his troopers
¥ < by

to Hatcher_Run.
'footoolq1ers to cross CGravelly RBun, Gregg

Davies' 1st Brigade to cover the approaches

s A% - # . 4 - . . P . . .
39 tﬂe stream* Troopers of the 2d and 3d Brigades took advantage of this

9

- eavelry hed hed but little rest. The night was very cold--the roads

76

P I
n,

4 b ) “ b} T s
6 a.m, 211 the V Corps' pepple hac reached Lhe eft bank of

iy

gurn,
% A8 5
S0 Y W
e - Lo = L 2 B - i 2 IO YR L
Generzel Dovsrt ©, Lee's ligntning-like response to bhe Union vhrueds

Sk i
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Run and The Rowanty had caused the Federal lescers firs

ct

additional troops and then change their plans. General lezde

nformation wrung from the priscners

hat Geners) Lee mi ﬂb Bztbempt to

I L e

jarren ahd Humphreys." To cope with this possibility

L s
77

it‘vgs decided to call up Gensral Perke's reserve division,

© At the time this decision wes mede, Parke's IX Covrps held the front

“from the Appomatiox te Battery Fo. XXIV with its IFirst and Second J1v1510n~.

Brigadier General John F. Hartranft's Thiré Division was in reserve., Parke

.
is

in zccordance with Meade's "circular® had elerted Hartranfi tolold h

3

ﬁrdops reacy to merch from their camps at a moment's notice, The nmessage

T Sy e WA A B S

or Parke to tsend General Hertre aft's division, without artillery, promptly
ﬁnd_rapidly down the Vaughan road, to report to! Generel Humphreys at
' 78 '

‘s,

- i .o v . B . g Ly -
: S o 5 v s - - - -

alcher Run was received at 1:45.

A

"
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- To éﬁgment the IX Corps, should the Rebels take advantage of the -

‘

neh an-attack on the IX Corps!
~-8eclor, orders were issued by Meade for the iingineer Brigede Lo merch

I

r of the

v

Hartranfi's troops moved out of their camps in light marching order.

7L pom, the division, which had been massed near Fort Blaisdell, had

T A & 5 4 4 s 3 e - i T .
mened on, taking bhe rozd that led wesiward and crossed Lhe tielden
Ti24 2% Qlebs Tevern, TFour hours later, ab 2 poinbt on VYaughen rozd Lwo
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- £iles beyond Forl Sieberi, Hariranft reported to General Humphreys. The

11 Corps' leader was delighted to see that the reinforcing column was

. Humphreys positioned Hartranft on Remsey's right, with orders to have
;kws men entrencn 1rrec_auel" . After his trcops hed been posted, Hartranit

‘_fgund that his left rested "on & wi e, impenebreble swanmp,! end his right

g few rods in front of Claypool!'s house. The general direction of his

ine wes nortd and south. By daylight the division "hed a good line of
= o [= &
80

i e

jorks 1,000 yards in lengbh...."

- Heth's assaults on Humphreys' right hed caused Meade & few anxious

T

‘moments, At 5:30 p.m, Brigedier Cenerel Ceorge W. Getity of the VI Corps

division

D

ss telegraphed to Wwithdraw from your line that portion of on
:'on picket.and in the works, and hold it in readiness to move at a

oment!s notice,” The division recalled was to be concentrated on

cﬁghan road jusv outside the works.™ “
é :’éetty, to comply with Meade's orders, would haye to rederloy his
%:'1§??§ps. He decided to hold the First Division, Brigedier General Frank
; : Eon cormanding, resdy to march to Humphreys' sssistance. But to do
é _*f?{leetty would ha;e to ndistribute" two of his divisions to hold with
i 'F“é?hhat had formerly been occupied by three, Troops_of the Third

(Yiision were directed bto exbend on the right, and teke position on

P

. /5% line between Fort Madsworth end Battery No. XV, currently defended
Rl _ , 8z

oy

+ waezton's bluecosts, These changes took tinms.

i

£
(]
o

At 6:30 Chief of Staff Webb telegraphed Getty thet as soon as
farirans

aftls column pesssd, he was to put Wheaton's division in motion.

% the Bebels hurled a third attack ageinst Humpnreys! lines, Liebb

~d.

('0
*3
C

~g2d, "Shouwld wc"” division be ready to move before Cer arzl Her

)
i
]
g
H
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" Getty, on checking found thai Hartrai nft's column wes passing, so he

8l

sidered Wneaton To follow as soon as theroad wes clesr,

fieeneralﬁﬁheaton checked his watch when his division moved cut: it

5 '8 p.a, - Near Fort Siebert, one of Humphreys' sterf-officers heiled

v Ay 0

Lhet he wes

=

tto form on and covering the Squirrel

-

right of Hartranft's IX Corps division. Soon after

st Brlcaoe on the rluqt- the 2d Brigade in reserve, in rear of the left

R AR e S A

rested near Claypocl!s house. The right of Lieutenant

i

'CeloneT ‘Edward L. Campbell's 1st Brigade reached nearly to the abetis

3rﬂnting-Fort_Cunmdhgs.' All of Wheaton's troops were in position by

W%

1:30, “and within two hours "an excellent r1f1e it had been constructed
.‘ # . T . ) 5
411 2long our front and slashings made scross the two swamps through

LG - 85

lcn our line ran,

P%aae at 6:45 p.. hpd'te?ecraoned Grant that Fu_phrevs’ troops,

e .

oA TR e T

to tbat hour, h¢& reoulseu all Con¢eaer te attacks,  Bven so, ordsers’
had‘b_een issued calling'up 2 VI Corps division. At this time, Meade

“;??ﬂtinued, the'V-Corps wes in position at Hergrave's, about taree and

i

soutnwest of the Vauqhan road crossing of Hatcher Rua.

to Dlﬂwwdale CourthOLse but as there was little mititary

Boydton Plank Road, he had returned tc ¥alone's Bridge.
Hogwian” . 3
P e A s A e .
SReTs nad gone out for CGregg to join Warren,
Eveluating the Confederates! actions, Meade was of the opinion that

“tierzl Lee planned ™o turn Humphreys! right and cut our corrmnications

Besides Pegram!s and Fvens' II Oorps dilvisions,

-




d.reported the presence of units from Heth!s and Mahone'!s cowm-

thers were new-uevelooments, Meade 10¢0rmed Grant, he pro-

Ea

£ Mleave Humphreys and Werren in their presert positions, with
' 86

ions to support each other.
i Grant, a firm believer in the vower of thé offensive, saw the si

-

different light than did the conservelive Meade, henlving to his
i Y «

by comrmnder's telegram, Grant at 7:15 d ifected Heade to recall Warren

et !

87

4

South Side

I-'rj

wailroed,

o2l
fay

it 8:22 Mecde nobified Grent thet orders hed been dssued withdrawing

rren aﬂd the cavalry. Humphreys at the same time had been directed "to

evelopmenus, and to attack if advantageous, and drive the enemy

_wai

'”t§.their works .t Patrols haa rehorted that<the foe had 2 strong line

of works passing through the Clements“ house, Unless his solc1ers could

X this line, Meade felt they could "hexdly reach the Boydton plank

'f*??d:QP South Side Reilrosd without a flenk movement considersbly to

jﬁeade, before reviring, forwsrded to Grant & summary of the day's

Beblvities, If, in the morning, he found the Rebels that had assailed

he would ¥Yattzcl and drive him

89

isclosed by tpe operation, !

.- Banphreys! right still outside the works,

i

& s w0y

I~
ho



THE BATTLE OF HnlC“ﬂ"S RUN, ¥

The Confederates Come Oub To Fi
Notes
; 0. E., Series I, Voi. ¥INY, pb, I, 113, 365~

ordered to report to Ceneral Warren, The 1

2t Westbrook's house, one mile
Norfolk & Petersburg Rallrozd.

Dbid., 115, 366, 367-368, 370.

R 2% 4

o lost 1 ki illec, 5 wounded, and 1 missing.

Toid., 115, 17, 368, 369, 370.

[T R S

'*O._gg,_SerieS.I; Vol.

. B., Series I, Vol. XLVI, pt. I,

o 1

6 . Toid., 191; O. R., Series I, Vol. XLVI, t.
RS 3 = 2 2 ) T
vol. XLVL,

.

‘0. R., Series 1, pt. I, 155, AL

was placed in garrison =t Fort Emory, while

[T SO TEE

cupied Fort Siebert.

L)

Tbid., 212.

wey

o’
42 0

Thid

. 191, 224,
in the Febel picketls,

¢eal temporarily bhe fach from

FEERUARY 5~7,

Chio Cavalry, in accordance with instructions,
st

west of Meland!

Tn addition to the wagons,

XIVI, pb. 11, A09mu10;
116, 366,

it wes Lo secure the cros

the enemy that the

1865

was detached

In This clash, the 20 Permsylvenia

<8th Pennsylvaﬂ a captured 50 mules and ten men.

the-
368, 370, 371.
396.
g a.m, the 3 th New York ;;}

the 125th New York oc-

conflict, Suyth's division

1 mission, pesides driving

sing, Yso &s to con-

MOV Sment was made

)

-
L
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Ibid,, 164, 224, 226-227; Francis A. Walker, History of the Secors
Arzy Corss in the Army of the Potomac (New York, 1686), 6L7.
12 0. k., Series I, Vol. XLVI, pbt. I, 227.

13 Toid., 16L, 22k, 227,

i Doid., 192, 212, 215-216.
7;5 Toid., 212, 21k, 215, |
Vf#;- Ibid., 212, 214, 216, 217, 218, 219. From left to right the unit:

: "posted glong élmsted's mein line of resistance were: the (8Lth
Pennsylvania, the 3&th 'Wisconsin, :land the 152d-:1: and 57th New
York. The left flank of the skirmish line held by the Ist HMinnes:za

o7

ed on Fatcher Hun, where it connected with the righv flank of

the 19th Massachusebts. -

. Toid., 192, 212, 220, 222.

A

Tbid., 212, 222; 249-250; John D, Billings, The History of the

Tenth Massachusetts Battery of Light Artillery in the War of the

Rebellion. .. (Boston, 1909), 382.
19 0. R., Series T, Vol. XIVI, pt. I, 224, 238.
Ibid., 238, 242, 2.3, 244-245, 246, The 11th New Jersey held the

_picket line to the left, while the 120th New York was deployed to

the right.

L
LSl

‘2 Ipid., 192; O. R., Series I, Vol. XLVI, pt. II, 3$8.

&
1

. B., Series I, Vol. XLVI, pt. I, 207, 208, 211. The disgosetl

- force of Ramsey's brigede included: the 8th New York Keavy aArtii-

[

sry, the 6Lth New York, and the 53d, 116th, and 1L4th Pennsylveniz.

1<

- K., Series I, Vol. XI¥I, pt. 1L, 396.
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,;fat ﬁhe Vaughan ro=d crossing and Arvstrong's For

7 picket lin

2hé, 2L7. From left to wight, Ramsey's brigade was vosted: the 6Lt
Mew York, the 53d and 11éth Peansylveniz, the 8th New York Heavy

irtillery, and the 144%h Peansylvenie,

Y5
Toid.y 164, 227, 235: . «-

ipid,, 164, Hess had failed to open direct communications bebween

the two crlagepcaao, so the only direct contact between the troops

[

nostad on the left bank of Hatcher Eun.

Ioid.; 164, 192, 227, °235. . - T :

Series I, Vol. XI¥I, pt. II, 398.
Series I, Vol. XLVI, pt. II, 120%.
L77.

134-135; Ranqolo Bar rton, M"The Battle of Hatcher's Run,™

derate Veteran, XVII, 119.

“Barton, "The Battle of Hatcher's Run," Confederate Veteran, XVII,

119; Henry Kyd Joug1as, I Bode Yith Stonewell (Chepel Hill:, 1940),

335~336.

0. R., Series T, Vol. pt. I, 13L~135 ahone's division wes

-‘ . nm . .-.. ) TR} .
in the habit of providing aboutv 200 men daily to picket in fromt of

Lene's and Scales! brigades of Wilcox's division.

Thig., 1210; R. L. T. Eeale, Eistory of the Ninth Virginia Caveliry

in the War Betwsen the States (Richmond, 1899), 147.

G. R., feries I, Vol. XELVI, nt, I, 134-135; J. F. 4. Caldwell, lhe

‘0. B., Series I, Vol. XLVI, pt. I, 207, 208, 211, 238, 242, 243, 25,

e}

120L; B. S. Freeman, &. B. Lee (Wew Yprk, 1947), IIT, 535-536.
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History of i

and Subseguently 2s "E@-o\fﬁ‘s Brigade® (Philadelphia, 18656), 195.

13 Q. R., Series I, Vol., XiVi, ph. II, 393-3%L.

Y41 Caldwell, History of a Briesde of South Carelinizns, 200.

.

e
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Series I, Vol, XIVI, pt. I, 391; 0. R., Series I, Vol. XN,

t. 11, 423, 438, LS.
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RPN

uy DEries

k1
A3

Vol, XiVi, pt. I, 21k, 217, 218

Lad
i (@
o)

b Tbid., 220,

e

'Tk*;_waa., 238.239, Ph2, 243-2l, 215, 2h6, 248.

L

'T.Ibld., 220-221.

;. Ibid., 212, 222, 223.

+Billings, histor» of tne 10th L"s achusetts Ba ttery, 384-387; C. E.,

Serdes I, Vol. ¥LVI, pt. T, 2,6-250.

I O 4 e

Q. R., Series I, vol. XL, pt. T, 225, 235.

: Bllllnrs, History of the 10 Htssach_setts pattery, 385. In frond

RSO

.of the sector held by the Sth New Jersey, the Hebels were able to

e

.:01088 to within 80 verds of Lhe Federa als! mein line of resistance.
'49. R.; Series I, Vol. v, pt. 1, 235-236, 239, 242, 243-2LL, 245,

2{-6, .?ig.g .

AR TN

e . o i o : 3
wdbid . 207,208, 210. W nile the fignting to thelr Jeft was at 1ls

(=3

%

height, Rebel artillery hurled 2 few shells into the works held by

s

msey's Liroops.

77 Toid., 236, 239.
S e, 19,

- Teid., 195, 202.

“ Tr3a DR T » W ; 21 Aapaliniar
Iyau4, 381, 397; Caldwel.r, Histcry of a Brigad gi_goutn Caroilniangs,

& Brigade of South Carolinians,'Known First as 9Gregels,®
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- The V Corps' camps wer

armunition

o

~ 0. R., Series

- were establi

rested on Ayres' lefu, while

200; O R., Sef ies I, Vol. Vi

wiillam K, Powell, The FTifth A3

ﬁ- Corps (Ar i

I, 389, 397, 423.

o

the Potomac}...

{liew Tork, 1896), 755

o]
=t

Halifax roads
50 ordnance wagons and 56 wagen

cavalry.,

+

0. R., Series I, Vol. XLVI, pt,

Powsll, History of the V Corxps,

0. E., Series I, Vol, XLVI, pt.
0. E., Series I, Vol. XVI, pt.
Ibid. 4
D B Series_i, Véi. XVI, pt.
Vol. KLVI,-pt._II; LO1,

. E.,:Series I,VVol. XLVI, pt.

+ p T i !
of the Gray...(Bloomington,

L, Vol XI¥IE, pl.

" the centér,.end Winthrop's on the right. Griffin

posted from left to right, Pearson, Sickel, and Burr.

4
lefs with Crawford's,

ibid., 260,
C. B., Series I, Vol. ¥LVI, pt.

- -
E g )
id., Loi.

R., S
e located

Eesides the ambulances,

1959),

T = r =

eries i, Vol, ZLVI, pt. I,

between the Jerusalem Plank and
the corps' train included:

5

s neavily Joaded will e and

h foreg

I, 253, 258-259, 259-260, 283~254;
756. |
I, 253, 258,'260, 28k,
11, £00.

Ly 253, 258; 260; Uy Rey Serdes I

I; 253; Jonn Esten Cocke, VWeering
5L0-541,
I, 256, 260, Corﬁs headouarters

shed at ithe crossing of the Guaker and Vaughan roads.

~Gwyn's brigede of Ayres' division was on the left, Bowerman's- in

's Oflﬂaﬂes vere

Burr's right

Pearson's pickels connected on the

Toid., 269, 270, 277, 28L.

II, 401, LO9.
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169 0. B., Series I, Vol, XIVI, pt. I, 287, 292-293.
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% Q. E., Series XTI, vo. II, 4O2.

#f Toid., LO2-403.

3 i 3 i i
. gz, Toid., 40L.
%3 Q. R., Series I, Vol. XLV, pb. I, 254, 258, 2¢6, 269, 270.

25k, 277, 282, 28k.
25L, 287, 293.

25k, 366, 368, 371

ey

Powell, History of the V Corus, 758.

Series I, Vol, XLVI, pt. II, 389.

LO7-L09; 0. R., Series I, Vol. XLVI, pbt. I, 315, 3kL.

Series I, Vol. XIVI, zt. I, 315; O. R., Series I, Vol. ZLVI,

pb. IT, 395, 407, 408, The Engineer Brigade resported to Farke on

- the evening of the 5th, -and was posted as a reserve near Avery's

“house..

v I, Blidie

R., Series I, Vel. XiVI,
'R., Series I, Vol. XIVI, pt. II, 405. Getly, as senior officer

present, had been in charge of the VI Corps since January 17,

Y¥ajor Ceneral Horatio G. Wright having received a leave of

.absernce,

Tcid,, 405, -L06.
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sing the bridgehead. As socon zs it hed been
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-¥¢8 10 .be recalled at the same time.
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Genereal Cordon =z:4 Mis (Cen )
By 8 a.m. on Fetruery &, 1865, CGenerel VWarren's three ¥ Corns

clvlslons were magsed nszr Hatcher Fun. In accordance with instruc—
tions from Wiavren, Geners] Criffin saw that the soldiers of his First
Zdvision relieved Ile Trobriand's IT Corps bluecocts in the rifle-pits

eg.  Ayres'! Sezcond Livision was

tessed behind the rifle-pits held by Griffin's treops, while Crawford!'s

L1

iird Division crossed the run end bivouacked.

’ i a3 Tt t, % - 31 3 x
General Mott, 12 hours before, had been alerted by his corps cot-

epléced, De Trobriand's

—

noTagade was. to recross Hetcher Run and teke position in rear of

s !7“4 r7 3 . . - - r . :
_-+él%1sterfs and Ramsey's brigades, HMott was to take charge of Ramsey!'

[
13
4

A 3 3 Y s £ b v 3 aa e . s -
ATEG Division troops in addition to his own. Hess! cavelry batialion

. 4&s soon es he had assepbled his brigade on the morning of the 6th,

o

To B b 0 Ly . A . +a . s .
-~ trooriend marched the troops, reinforced by the 105%h Pennsylvenia,

Cayy

B T e B . s . 3 . 1]
!Avsa natener hun end up Veughen rozd, De Trovriaznd, in obedience

tfottls instructions, resssd his trosps near Tucker's house.
s _ :

fooney Lee's Confederate cavalry followed Gregg's horsescldiers,
T vA8Y screened the rear of the ¥ Corps as it marched up Vaughan road.

<21 Davies! brizade easily perried Lee's initiasl thrusts, General

"SEL, hovever, wes of the opinion that the vutterauts might be dispose

LS

-

S

g
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ress ohe attack, so he rosted Brlﬂaaler General Henry E. Devies!
izt Brigace and Colonel Cliver B. Knowles! 3d Brigade across VauSan

d, near Keys' house. The troopers were dis-

J.

prunbed, horse-holders detailed, and skirmishers advanced. Uolonel

sty 24 Brigede, &fter the troopers had fed and walered their horses
Lo £ ) 2

l’ :,:
L 3 1. ok ¥ St - 1, P R i l:’
unted and took position in support of their comrades. : .

]a Gederal ¥ezde on the evening of the 5ih had made a serious error.
ii:? 0'07004 Humphreys had tesn informed that warren and Gregg hed been

directed to report bto him. With thsse troops)and

- < o SR E o
YWheaton's and Hartraniitls

isions, Humphrevs was to hold his Ypresent position, extending as fer
il J - v : )

our line of works.m® Should the Confederates aittack

5

which he was not.
“ﬁfeﬁgé éommissiOn as mejor general of VQlunteers.ﬁredéted Funiphreys!
wonths ,

,;i'he_n'e:{t porning st 7:50 Chief of Staff Webb sent identical telegrems
”m&ﬁrgysuand Warren, They were to feel the enemy in their "frqnt and
iﬂénﬁhethérlor not they are outside their line of works.™ Incase

¥ 3 ' by L

oY i E 4 ) 1 q_=
'8?L$ were, the coros commanders were to attack at once anc drive

nin their forolflcations.' If, however, the Southernsrs were
: 6

l i their lines, there was to be no assaulb,

‘Ten at 8 olelock received his copy of Viebb's message. Since he

£t

THePNreys, Werven considered the area. nhere the fighting had oc-

“=% previous evening as part of his front.

trozavoring to ascertain vhat eade intended, Warren recel




S : : 7
| I " % riote from General Humphreys that the II Corps Pwas about to attack the
I AN . :
l side his works." Uarren accordingly deemed it kest to aweil
AR of Humphreys' operations, holding the V Corps and Cregg's
I -¢avelry in hend to co-operste if needed.
: : ¥hile aweiting additiona]l news from Humphreys, Warren, learning that
l : _..",:.'16" Lee's horsesoldiers were growing bolder, determined to reinforce
© fregg mtn one of his V Corps lﬂLmHu?]’bTWgade.' Colonel Frederick Win-
. division wes orciered forwerd. Marching out :
vosted his troops on the right of the rozd, near
A
| “Bumphreys, in obedience to Mezde's orders, had told pott and Hart- -

. fenft to organize and send out strong reconneissance petrols, - AL the

“gamé time, instructions were issusd by Humphreys for all division com- ' S

orting to him, including Generel Miles, to old their units

i 7

ﬁkégdy to attack the enemy should he be found ou e his works.

; Ohb assn,gqed the task of underteking the forced recomalsscmce to i
SR i‘eserve brigade, De Trobriand's, Vhen he moved out, De Trobriend took

th hin four regiments. o t

T

“The 2d U, §. Sharpshooters, deployed as skirmishers to the left and

i

.-,. ‘.;1’;. .
Tzt of the rosd running north frem Tucker‘s)had the advance, On the

¥

g Of_ ompson's house, De Trobriand found a cart road through the

[Jwo companies of the 20th Indiana wers detached to rold this

No Confecderates were encountered a2s the Yarnks beat €

n the woods, sc the general concluded that they had called in

*
1
i

P

the Federals sighted & "light work™

nt the bubtternubs

L4
4]

rel shots

tn
4
t



" gherpéholTETE WETe eble to meke put fa conu¢nuoua line of works occupied

v the snery.? Moving in that direction, the regulers, as they approzched
| ifﬁﬁé nouss, Zlushed several Confederate pickets.
‘ It w=s becoming apparent to De Trobriand bv this time thal he wss

¢n front -7 the Rehals! works. To developn their 'streagth, he pushed his

srimishers closer, As he did, he saw a Confederate column dash toward

B e

t rozd, where he had left the two Indiana companies. - Suspecting

~=evclads intended to cutb his line of retréat, Dre Trobrisnd sent

the skirmishers. The rezulars were then

ot i hen g
<
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of Thompson's house, parsl

“tekzn by the Johmnies, The butternuts

1

howed no 4

d
0w
2]
e}
0
!_I .
S_
@]
=
ct
@]

so e Lroorland pushed two compsnies, deployed as skirmishers,
izz woods and into-a MOTass.

troine across bthe swamp, the sharpshooters found themselves in
=3 ] ; &

£ = line of breastworks, with a redoubt, armed with two guns, con-

et e A g At

g tre road, The Federzls banged away at "the repels visible above

* Yesistence, the Soubherners returned the Yanks' fire. De Trobriand

o T W T S

tize (11 2.1.) hac accomplished

his mission., OQrcéers were now
e . L . . 10,
22 return to the Union lines,

10 o'clock when General Hartrenfi sent lhe 200th Pennsylvania

Swith and Hawks houses, and ascertain, 18 possible,

of the epemy oubside of their mein works...." The
LR zivenced beyond the sbendoned nevel redoubt and found Confederzte
%% setuinying the same line, as they had at the time of the battle of

he northwest. Bevond Watkins! house, De Trobriend and nis
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ovdton Plack Road in October. Satisfied that the butiernuls were

@

in force outside their main defensive works, the Pennsylvanians re~

yaced bnelr steps and told

" Gensra2]l Humphreys at. 11 otclock informed Warre

I@t'direction.“

= o ﬁ_ - - a I V. .
Hertranft whal vhey ned sesn,

Y iy I e o et
wATTEen yecelvel a INATD 1oLe &1gﬁe& <

1

tne V Corns wes "bo meke & reconnslssance south and west of

12

S'Eill, and then follow up that road toward the mill, driving

enexy snc sscertaining the position of the enemy's entrenched
5y

cavalry was

snell mounted force to wateh the road

W

Fatcher nun and Fowenby Creck to Monk's

nt, because only an inconseguential Retel force had besn

fving him that he had miéi;te*creted ¥eade's dispetch of 7:&0.7 Feade
wented both the I1 and ¥V Corps, not Jjust Hum phreys!, to reconnoite
”*iﬁetefmine whebher the foe wes to their froat.
}&Ede now visited Warren's command post. While there, he made it

?“rren made his plens dCCOfdlnglj Crawford‘s division was to cross

ft.

%E2rren believed Gregg would encounter no aifficulty ia carrying oub

N
B
ct
&
(sl
cl
o
[
Q
]
o
[94]
[
]
fead
s
a
4]

ne IT Corps! front had retired into their-eru*encnm nts.  Seventy-Tive

across Gravelly

norbed

V Corps! left. Cr*PD" s division would continue te holc

o oen b
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i the lead crossed Hetcher Fun at 2 p.m., Colonsl Heary A

Eh L z 1 - VS, L N |
¢ svrpord either the inisniry oOr the cevalry.
{7 8L

tumphreys for reinforcements. Furphreys had told karven that Wwheaton's
L 500 strong, wss en route To Cummings' house, adjacent to the

while Te Trouriand's Drigste wis

the breasbworks covering Squirrel Level rdad end
'r&sther “BO the vicinity of tine Cumriings house on the Vaughan road...."
rear brigade had reached Curimings', when one of Humphreys' steffl-
_rmheaton, telling hiﬁ to push on down.Véughan.road;. An

~same time was to be sent to see-Whether Werren wanted him to

p } 4
Corps troops on the east or west side of Heicher Run,
Soldiers from Genersl Bartranfi's division replaced Wheaton's in
esrthworks to their right. By plecing his reserve regiments on the

h%e,_ﬁartranft tgtill had =& reESOﬂwblv strong one." lerge details were

to strengbhen further the position held by the

Corps division.

AL 3L AL
L A

{rawford's division with Brigadier General Zdward 3, Brzgg's brigece
S '
Forrow'!s 3d

Baxter’s brought up the

zde followed Bragsts; Brigsdier General Henry

=, through tne breastworks Crawford’s people bantered

L]

the head

-

tiers. . Cne~third of a n1le bem nd the bridge,

La
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'GT§Velly Pun, reported that the Yankses were pulling back to the ezst b

o

Yoay
o
¥
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o7 the column Turned invo the road to Datney's Mill. Crawford glanced
4% nis

A
to ferm

- wes Mrolling end & £T% vari
. of it thick underbrush, a swemp, and several old fields.,®
Bragg's brigéde as 1t entered the timber encouatered an entrencned

zets skirmishers and the butternuts banged away,
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(rawforc forwed Morrow's brigide into battle lin

Baxter's 2d Brigade was hustled into

line on Morrow'!'s left. As scon as Morrow had refused his right, Crawford

" shouted hrorz rd . The bluecozts swent-through the woods, routing tre
4 3 B & Bl )

th

‘badly outnumbered dbutternuts from their breastworks, and pursuing them

- . 5 10
to Dabney's Mill,
Like Ceneral leade, Generel Lee wented to know what the foe was

CGoing, General Kooney Lee, who hed followed Gregg's horsesoldiers across

bank

of Hatcher Run As yet, not all of Rooney Lee's cavalry had arrived from

- Vog camp near Belfield, and until 211 his wen were up,. young lLee hesitated

¢ assail Grege's focublocﬁ.

Sﬂnce the cevzlry wes unable Lo seoure the desired inforpation in

regard to lMeade's movements, Genersl Lee told his comrander of the II

~0rps, C neral Cordon, to have nis infantry make a forced reconnzissance

Yalgan rodc
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- (ieneral Pegram sccomranied Hoffmen's bri

frected during - . previecus fighting in tq is area, Douglas galloped beack
van

==L, Pegram dispatched a ressenger to ask Gordon for help. Corden issusd

“ETehing orders to.Cenersl Hvens! division, and then sent an aide to nobify

- . - 2 - X - .,..__- = '-w"-"'"'"" '-‘"'

General John Pegr an's division, which was encamped south of Halcher

£y
Fun, was given this mission by Cordon, Pegram, to carry out his task

4
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cotumns. Colonel John 8, Hpffmen  with his

zlwost noon, before the two columns moved out in search of the enemy,
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At Dabney's }Mill, Pegram told Hoffmen to Hali and post his brigade.
scattered shols could ve heard off to the south, where Rooney Lee!s horse-
soldiers skirmished hith Gregg's troop Pegram, believing that there

s only caval Ty to his ffont called for Major Douglas. The young major

“was to take two of Hoffmen's regiments and fesl the Federals! position,

#8 he approsched the bridgehead, Douglas sighted Crewford's oncoming

C}

¢olumn, After deploying a swell holding force behind the rifle-pits,
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L0 Dabney's }Mill to warn his general that & powerful Union force had ad-
: b (=]

'ced out of the bridgehead. <1

While Hoffman's Virginians took position covering the ruins of the

&% the situvation hed changed cdrastically. - If the Union ad-

mede in the force Pegram reported, the IT Corps would have

derlier in the dey, the "long roll® had besn beaten in Zvens' casps.
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The troops had been turned out under arms and marched repidly down the
mevdbon Flenk Road to Burgess' Mill. Here Zvans' three infantry brigades

5

2ined un¥ll ebout 71 a,m., when Generals Lee and Gordon,satisfied by

Y

- the reports forwarded by Rooney Lee that the Federal infentry had recrossed

stcher uun, ordered them back to their encampments. Uhen the division re-

"_1"

treced its steps, a smell debachment from Colonel Peck's louisiana Brigsce
yzs left toxguard the bfidge.

Not long after the ‘regimental conwanders hed dismissed their units,
the Ylong roll% sounded. Once a?aih, the wen fell out on the double,
3f}hny.of the ren were heard to complain that this was probebly anofher

"false alarm. As soon as the brigades had formed, the division moved out

:-and hiked down the Boydton Plenk Reoad. Crossing J tcher Bun and passing

; ﬂurFess‘ Tavern, tuv head of the column turned into a wood road, leadl“%
'j?d the southeast. Taﬁlng cognizance of the firing in the woods to their
:irbnt, Evaﬁs‘.men knew that this time there would be a flcnt As Peck's
‘brigade crossed the bridge, = it wes.: rejoined by the men who had been

L ion plcket.. <

Evans' vanguard resched Debney's Mill at a2 critical moment for the
_Lonfederates. As Hoffmen's origece retired beyond the mill site, Evans
‘226 his brigade commanders file their troops inte line of battle in the
YA S 23
*Gods on the Virginiens? left.

From left to right Evans' brigades wers posted: Colonel John H.

- . B
“ue's, Brigadier CGeneral willism Terry's, and Colonel iilliem R, Peck's.

B 2ol : B g WS v me
Cflemk compenies, werel in-conbzet witn Hoffrah's left. ~When

chk

eckls righ

HHe]

= drafted his Bifter Action Peport," Colonel Peck wrobe, 'y commnd

. 7 Lo i - i g, 5 2 Ly e 1y 4
"=¥ rach reduced by this time by the heavy plckel cetail still on cuiy,



turst forth,as the 'lean, combat-hardened vaef‘a?’lS suomed forward,

P

478 I was forced, with the mere handful leflt, to conform my movements

, 2h

entirely Lo those of the larger commends on my r‘l&hb and lef

£s scon as the bri "”*e cord

t:eneral Cordon passed the word

& metber of momenbs, the tutiternuis had stopped Crawfordls division in
its bracks.

Vorrow's supporting brigade closed. up on 1,rcugg‘s oluecoaus who wers

g
j. o

“battling the Confederates for .%.: possession of the clearing where the
‘3311 had stood. Bragg!s left begen to give ground, General Baxter on

-the left was told by Crawford to advance his Llines and take position on

1

- Bragg's lefi, which was hard-pressed.

The 39th Messachusetis and the Jébh Meine, supported by the §7th

'.._‘Iscw York, came up with 2 cheer, the Maine regiment anchoring its leit

)

on Bragg's right., Baxter postea his other regiments to the left and

re«:-I' Although they took heavy losses, the 39th Fassachusetts, the

h]

'15_3_‘611 Meine, znd the §7th Hew York forged ahead and drove loffman's

. ¥irginians and Peck!s Louisiaznians from the mill site, Bragg's regi~

. tents on their rignht, however, continued to be hammered back by Lowe's.

ki —{'-.'\

rgians and Terry'!s Virginians. (Terry's brigade included units thet

%24 won feme es the 'S Stonewall Brigede .%) Bragg's people broke and took

e

*2 their heels., As they retrezted, they rushed through Vorrow's linss.

SIrrov and his offhcers ewnerienced considerable difficuliy holding their

RN st

Lele ig

Siciers in ranks, £4s soon &3 Eragg's bluecoats were out of tne way,

“rrow's line sent voller after voliey crashing into the “advancing

and Hvans' bri

1

[aR
n

Lo of the ememy." The hebel surge was checkad,

52
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erel Gregg, verren hed eccorpanied Crawford's infentry as it drove toward

. Debney's Mill, Before he had vidden very far, the sound of heavy firing

‘nzlted on the opposite side of the clearing. With a cheer Morrow's bri-

Baxter's three regiments on the left of Eragg's line were unable to
=) &

¥

nold their position,when the troops to their right fied. Although rein-

% ) 1

forced by the rest of ihe bri

i
iy

ade, they were pressed back atout 200

1

by Hoffman's and Peci's greyclads before they held. Baxter's soldiers

e

e of tne success scored by Morrow's battle llne to rega

25

took advantag
rarking the mill site.

£

Having entrusted the conduct of

£

operations on Vaughan road to Gen-

- came rolling in from the southwest. A&n excited aide soon rode up with

a

word that Colonel Vinthrop's brigaede had been assailed by the foe in

iorce end could not rejoin Ayres! divi 51on, as it merctied to Crawford's

Support. Incdeed, he continued, Gregg and hinthrop had all they could

do to hold their ground, and they were in need of essistance. Warren

sent word by Captai COpe for Ceﬂeral Griffin to reinforce dlnthrop

4

“th o brigade and bto teke personal charge of operations on Vaughan

road,  Qriffin at the sarme time ves to order Pearson's brigade, "his

Nw - Iy
{arzest :and best," to sccompany Ayres in place of Winthrop's,
Within a few minutes, warren had 1 ecelved a second call from Creg

200 reinforcements, &s the Bebels were turnin 3 nis left, HNot having any

26

“ore ¥ Corps troops to commit, Werren called on Humphreys for help.
- Unknown to the Federels, two of General Pegram's brigzdes {(Johaston's

eyist) nad resched Veughen road
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tion on the left of Rooney Leels cavelrymen, who were fighting Giswmounved
At the time -That VWinthrop's brigade r orted to Gre gg at Keys'!, the ca-

- vwith Pegram's soldiers some distznce down
s

;_fauﬁhaﬂ road. In compliance m¢th Gregg's request; Winthrop had relieved

the cavalrs T\10%:!3233 with the 1L6th New York, ¥Winthrop then deployed the
o then deplo;
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L 140th New York to git of the roed, and the 15th New ¥ork

PR

" tesvy Artillery on the left of the road in & large open Iield. These

i dispositions had herdly veen cormpleted before Gregg's troopers started

N

: i
Toruard.

A

Then the cavelry moved out, Davies' brigade wes to the right of the

‘‘roed, Cregg's to the left, snd kKnowles' in support. Colonel Gregg's

2 L - ia 3

rigade, which went into action pmounced, established contact witi the

-

vels first. The Lih Pennsylvania, followed by the &ti Pennsylvenia,

3

“charged Gown Lhe road b . As ihe horsemen epcroached

w0

L
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h
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v gections of elg

the ground where Johnston's brigede was posted, & deadly volley crashed

into the head of the column, ceusing the horsesoldiers to recoll., Afmong

he casuzities was Colonel Gregg, who was shot in the leg. Before leav-

ing the field, Cregg turned command of the 2d Erigade over to Colonel

Michael Kerwin of the 13th Pennsylvania. Colonel Samuel B, M. Young

&8 the Lth Penasylvenie quickly re~forned his reglﬁent. 3} second charge

WS made across an open field, with the seme result, £ third charge wes
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TRhCerteken and feiled; befors Young anc
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. *ighting Confederate infantry, who were not zoout to ibe dislodged by

To the right of the Lin Dennswlvan‘u, the 16th Fennsylvenia had
We into zction af “hile their comradzs of the 2d Byrigade were
@ =
£i
7



R

St

e I

P T F]

® @
-Eai;g batbered, the troopers of the 16th had dislodged a strong Rezs: de-
.:enment holed up on Fyers! farm, cepturing 30 of Johnston's Nortn ‘zro-
‘3nians, A greyclad stendard-tearer was shot down, but a horsesolliler
up mounted, reached the colors first.

over the colors, because a Cen sder—

North of Vsughen road, Lavies! cavalrymen had been meuled by <he
‘tuttermuts, Davies, along with the colonzls of the 1st iew Jersey =nd
-the 10th New York, ¥=s: -shot.From .his' horser . As Gregg's blueccils
30

- fell back in confusion, they were closely followed by Rebel infantrT.

Colonel THinthrop, when he saw that the horseseoldiers had been re-—

pulsed, ordered up the 5th and 1,0th New York Infentry, and the 1534 New

York Heavy Artillery. Voving forward on the Couble, the footsoldisrs,

-

allew the rebreating troopers vo pags, Ge-

ed into the woods

sout of which they had chesed Cregg's cavalry. As soon as they hed re-

timber and into the field beyond, only to be repulsed & seconc vime.

but very half-hearted, attempt by the greyclads to close with

31

ezsily repelled.

L

At 5 p,m. VWinthrop wes warned by his subordinat s that ammunizion
“3 running short. HMeenwhile, Ceneral Griffin hac pulled h is 1st

; “itizelds, out of the earthworks coverl ing the bridgenead, orcering

>t to Generszl Grezg out on Vaughaa road. Rezching Keys!', Colensl

found Winthroo's troops clossly
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‘the open ground west of the road.

General Grezg told Sickel to support inthrop, twhose line at the

fy

5 A

umoers o:x

"

.irs wes being pressed by & vigorous assault of supe: rioy

j;ne ~, " Forming his brigade into line of battle, ¢a01ng southwest, Sickel

sub his bluecoats in mobion. As Sickel ceme up, Winthrop's troops, most

mptied their certridge-boxes, relired,

Sickel now called for a cherge. AL the first volley from the fresh
prigade, Johnston's end Lewis! Noxth Carolina Brigaedes, abandoned: %ike
_field in great. dlsofcer, lesving their killed and wounded® in Union hands,

1 prisoners. The blueclad infantry followad the Hebel

3

Ngome distancs,? oniy helting when confronted by an armuni-

“ion ‘shortage. General Griffin, heving ridcen up, Sickel reported his

[difficulties.

~

Criffin told Sickel to hold the ground geined. and to advance 2 strong

irmish line, which was done.

Iu was starting to get dark. The firing off to the north heving in-

“itreased in inbensity, CGriffin shoubed for Sickel to change front to the
i) - ; S

As the Union infantry was being re~formed, Colonel Knoviles?

i

dismounted cavalry was posted on the left, facing west. Win-

£}

f Op s soldiers, having visited the ordnence wagons, were deployed on
“S:‘C’v" 1 . e L F s " 5 . 32

sickells right, their right anchored on Veughen road.

Tae infanbtry having broken the back of the Confederatle thrusv up

egg celled for Davies! snd Knowles! brigades Lo

ubternute. Advenciag to the left and ri

s arove for the Grevelly Run crossin

R P = 2 R .. I o 2 3 =y . G
% Lewis! infantry brigades retired towsrd the noruhwesy,
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} i followed 2t 2 respectful distance by the Yankee horsesoldiers.-- The hth

reonsylvania, having remounted, took the lesd. &s the Federals neared

55 - were shelled by two guns of IcCregor's
t vireinie Battery, unlimbersd on the opposite side. This checked the
: pursuit, and, &5 it wes getting dark, the brigade commanders recaliled

-

uGElT troopers &nd return 1ed to Keys'! farm,

General 3yres exrlier in the day hed pushed forwerd rapidly to sup-
“‘port the left of Crawfordls division at Dabney's ¥ill, which he under-

. stood wes harc-pressed. Because of the thick uncergrowth, Ayres marched

ks

troops in twoulines.by'the flenk., As the footsoldiers were ascending
"Eidge, a mounued detachment -of Gregg's cavalry, riding rapidly, overran
the left of Colonel Jemes Gwyn's brigade, tquW¢ng ;hat unit into confu-
.SiOQ. Without halting teo re-form, Ayres pushed on with Colonel Richerd

. Bowerman's Maryland Brig zde, and soon engaged the foe. The Marylanders
:§00k position on Crawford'!s left at the mill site. Gwyn, on rallying his

34

roops, moved up &nd occupled ground well to Bowerman's left.

. Colonel Pearson's First Division brigede, guided by one of wWarren's

£, in the meentime had filed out of the works covering the bridgehead.

" %3 the troops were pass through & Wstrip of woods," they were shelled

0*-)

al

7 3-"nch rifles mounbed. in the fortifications off to their right. Several

3

i fen were sbruck down. Generel Warren now hailed Jolonel Pearson, znd told
“m Lo form his brizede in line of battle. When he deployed his unit, its
iiat reated in rear of the center of one of Crawford's brigades ané ex-—

“oded to the lefb behind Ayres! battle formation. Pearson's troogs hec
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. {earing limbs and boughs from the tall pines, The area where the brigade

w2d formed was narshy, and the unde vbrush close and heavy, Even if there

A i § A e, A 1

had not ‘been opposition, a march across such terrain would be fraught with

i

At L1130 Pesrson's brigede advanced in line to a2 position in close

waile, the shooting to their front continued consbant
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“and severe. The line halted in an open field in which there were 2 few

36
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‘seattered btrees. Here it came under & fierce artillery fire,
i 2 : B ‘s - - aa T P s ) a
b L Lieutensnt Colonel William J.- Pegran (Generz] John Pegran's younger

~brother), in compliznce with instructions from Genersl Heth, had sent

After crossing

5
0
oy
0
ct
!
]
L1
(]
¢i]
0.
Q
w3
(-1’
[~
®
Ul
=
o
Ly
o]
e
oo !
}._l
jab}
p]
l?‘\
k
A
)
o

cseveral of

r Run, -the cennoneers of Lllett's Virginia Battery drove the teams

hitehed to their four B—ﬂnch rifles down the road to Debney's Mill, %
Reaching an open field, Tthe gunners unlimbered‘uhelr pieces and begen
kamrering the Fecerals to their front.

. Orders were now received from General Warren, who Tode up on &

JEplenald whﬂue norse,? for Pearson to reinforce Avros with part of his i

”brLgane. ACCOﬂpaﬂ_ef by the 155th Peunsylvanie and the 324 Massachusetts,

Fearson hestened forward and deployed these units on Eowerman's left,

ere they jmmediztely beceme fiercely engeged with the eneny.” In

with instructions from Ayres, Pearson retreced his steps end

. 5 , R c I e 1

b7 .trougnt up another regiment, the 16th Michigen, waich was posted on
B Sowermen's right. Before returcing to his ‘brigade, Pearson told Lieu-

:

%. ' {‘A‘" 3 . » .

£ ‘enent Qolonel Benjamin ¥. Fertridge of the Michigan unit thst ne was

X ; . 38
‘2 hold this ground as loag zs feasible.

: General Gorcon and his division cormsnders, Pegram anc Evens, rac

i
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of Ayres! division and Pearson's orizede had tipped the scales

in fevor of the Yankees, the Riebels were far from ready to

ware ready, and the battery comrenders hed uhlimbered thelr -guns and

he ra ge, Coréon ordered, "Attackih Pegram's and Evens' divisicns

efi,, while Bvans! vettlie lines assalled

yarpen's center end rizn

's troops had taksn sost on Bowermen's left &nd

is soon &5 Fearson
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'._right, Ayres pessed the word for the troops to roll up log barricaces.

EI)

Ehile the Maryianders were d01ug this, the 324 Massachusetis and the

L R

| i . . . .
- s '15;tn Pennsylvania. suadenly moved, without orders, 300 yarcs farther

the front, where they formed & tine st an angle with Bowermen's. * g
The sewdust pile thai merked the miild site was &b this line's apex.

To' the : 1gnt of the clearing was a thick grove.of small pines, cover-

ing Crawford's left——uaxter regiments.

e

% Cordon'!s battle lines, covered by skirmishers, beat.their way 2

rough the pines and underbrush. Over on the Union right, Terry's é

. 5

7 V&@mmmswﬁlmm%(%mgﬁmsfmc@l&mmstﬁgﬁetoghegmmmL ' ?

% ta Horrow's troops fzlling vack, Evens raneuvered his men so as to h
; . :

N Mew York). Baxber's blueclads up to this moment had

tne Revels (Peck's Tovisiznicns) vho threatened
i Thess volleys ripped Lhrough the pines, whis tlﬁ ing across
§
: B
Tl E?ound,defended vy vwhe 32d La;secnudet ts and the 155th feFﬁS"lVC“lu-
SRze nes Lo”f ments Vircginiens wers sdvancing)
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wounded, Dernrived of two of their

Foffman to roll back the Maryland Brigade, Ezmier's tiree regiments, with
h2 units o vhelir rignt and left retreating, Jound tisir position unitsnable,
nThe men of the different regiments, mingling togethsr, fell back in sone

Ihe men & 3

eonfusion, but soon rallied around their coloz....W
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oy Thelr gains, the Re!

; g o T — T T * o Ay WHad by S 2 3t
crierdl PEegram wWiS Shcuving €NCOuragenent ve .8 yir lliansg, e #wWes snol

b

- {hrough the body near the heart. Major Doug;.';s, who ¥=5 riding with the

zeneral, lezped from his horse and caugat hiz :s he'Zsil, Assisted by

several others, Douglas took Pegraenm from ails isrse. Zedied in the mejor's

arms, almost 2s soon szs he touched the ground. Colczal Hoffman wes severely

ool

eaders, z:ifmen's trigade was thrown in-

Lo confusio Valueble tine was lost while (xnersl rdon reorggnized the

flccacie, and placed the senior regimental cowznder, olonel Joha G. Kesey,

=

"lk Com“and To meke matters worse, Hoffmen's ind Eviis' troope ned di-

_eI_’gecl to the left and right, a large gap hac opened In Gorcon's battle

L1

the mill site.

“The Union leaders too}: adventage of the lonfederzies!' discomfort to

3BEroup. General B cber in-the center had hiz troops erect barricades

--Boout 200 yards southezst of Dabney's Mill, Io Baxtsr's right, Morrow

' ?;_lled for a counteratiack. - 4s the troops of Srewferi's 3d Brigade

"“‘3‘(’—?153’1‘!"39-19«, was nearby when Morwvow fell, .3 he turzed over command,

: " TTo% placed in MeCoy's hends the brigede Z:3, whi: he had been carry-

g 7 - - T SR A

“3s MeCoy, seeing thet the brigade hed core :p ints Zine with Baxter's

‘(*'f'-' Ame & ey ~ 5= 1 - o - -~ e 11’2
“U2E To the left, called 2 helev, znd shouns. Loy ..LF meEn TO SOLTEICH,

o
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o Towerman's Marylanders on Pearson!s left breced themselves Ior & svzad
i The SExIUSU Llie. neting Wit his I‘egl&ﬁ_euu&l CORURENCers, Boweyrran was

it

.27 parched up at the head of his division. In accordance with
formed his troops to £ill the gap thet
Kzsey's left. Many of his men had bes=n

his men having fired their last rounc,

esk, on the srrival of Finegan's divisioen, withdrew the Loulsizns

short distence to where the ordnance wagons were rarked.

~Withiz a few minubes, the aggressive Cordon had completed his dis-

ind Lhe entire line advanced,

m _eft.to

o

ight the Union line zssailed bv the herd—driving Con-—
w25 defended by Bowerman's, Pearson's, Baxter's, and keCoy's

o

An anxiously expected ordnsnce train failed to reach the front

ery, Wie need cartridges!® was raised by & mumber of the blueclads

t> check Cordon's steamyoller. A voliey from the rear threw

reyclads,swung to the les

nd MeCoy's units. McCoy, sesing that ais brigade wes 1n

PRSI e
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- General Ayres remembered that there were seversl ridges, witn mershy -«

srrein iﬂbprvealhu, between Dabney's Mill and the field fronting the
idgenead., Assislted bj his staff, dyres utried to rally the troops for
{; ;oidi“g action 2long these fidges. So shsken were the scldiers, who
“wnre the lMaltese cross on their caps, that on only one cccasion was Ayres

¢ he cheos, Bul when the troops

ot

ass to thelr lefi, they took

© Fortunately for the V Corps rsinforcenents were at hand, As he rode

wth CGeneral Werren, General Wheaton heard

-t

Gown. Vauéh an road to conLe“

sfied that the V Corps had

=lloped a--

Lo push on, while he

LU
fTQ

Warren's command post. Warren had gone t the front, so Vihezton :

or to support the Fifth Corps on the Vaughan rosd or elsewhere."
As he rode out Vaughan roazd, Wheaton now met Generals Griffin end ”

)

who told him that they could cope with the Rebels to their front,
Consequently, they hed no immediate use for any VI Corps troops. While 5
generals were conversing, one of Warren's staff rasced up oa a

Swsat-flaked horse. He reported that he had just come from the right,

Mtere Crewford and Ayres were engaged, and thet reinforcements were

ton's lead brigade by this time hed crossed Hatcher Run. Guided
7 one of Warren's aidss, Colonel James Hubbard's 2d Bpigade was conducted
““rough the enbtrencaments and out the road to Dabney's Mill, Overtsicing

wheaton learned from the staff-officer thec Lbrre“ hed told

> i 3 s o 2% L1 S s A -
ede, Eelfore riding on for vhe poinv ol <24
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ston ordered his other tic brigades to form behind the entrenchments

:
-
)
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sweit furiher instrucvions,
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ieeing toward the verdreter so flooded the road vhati liheaion knew th

ome grave risfortune had vefellen the V Corps troops at Debney's Mill

7 be on the safe side, he called for Colonel Hubbard to helt end deploy

ezt

brigade into line of batile, Refore Hubbard could complete his cis-
r9sitions, "the mess of the troops in front came rushing through the
snse woods and guite over us, end it was with the grestest difficulty

2t the line could be formed, -so. obstructed wes it bv the fugitives, who

re deaf to every entreatn...aha refused to rally on the flanks or in
tpport of the brigade there forming, Squads, companies, and regiments
& ie rear despite our greatest efforis to helt them."
. While the confusion was ab its height, lheaton vwas joined by Gen- g
Werren, who remarked thet "hhe line in front had broken irreparsbly .M i
v éill this moment there had been only sniping in the woods to-Hubbard's
Wnile Hubbard wes prepering to throw out skir mishérs, his men ;
‘~Céived geveral volléys from.a lins o_'tfoops elad in blue uniforms
FPortunately for the VI Corps pecple, these volleys
to infliect wany casuzliies.

- volleys were discharged by Burrt's brigede of Griffin's

o

vision., Burr's troops hed followed Sickel's down Veughan road, EHefore

Keyst', his order

4]

were countermended, and Burr was directe

f5100w Hubbard's brigede to the scene of action ab Dabney's Hiil.
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'}¢4 the VI Cerps people disappeared into the pines, %er halted and formed

+iz troops into line of battle in & field. Without doing wuch checking,

snrr bellowed, MFire!l

H
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:
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To avold having his troops slaughtered by the V Corps, Wheaton told

withéraw from the oi tnes. Fzlling beer about 300 yerds, Hub-

receaTO"eQ his brigade in a field. As the V. LoTps soldiers re-
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(45
e
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they were followed by Confederete sharpshooters, who infil-

ichigar and the T18th.Pennsvlvenia'of Pearson's trigade, and the 121st

48

! : .
: " Burr's brigade in the meantinme 'had disintegreted, retreating in great

disorder, “their officers having no control of them, whatever.® “Losing

mued to fire into the backs of units to their front.
hers discharged their rifle-twskets into the zir, Colonel Burr finally
59

dubbardls right.

preounsd that GUVﬂ s

by tqe norsescléiers bresking through its

oin him zs soon 2s tae men had been re-formed. Bub in

won necime confused a8 to Gipreciions and had wandered
encountered a Hebsl picket line, vhich ne engeged. IsC-
; i 59
znd-unsupRor @
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L ILisubenant Colonel Frederick T, Tocke wag en roube to tne lrone LICH
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on their coloré. Gwyn
his brigszde had .
receiving but & slight fire from the enemy

- fRe~form your brigzde; advance to the woods, and'deploy.so as to

stop the retreat, " Locke snzpped, 2s he pointed towerd the pines to his

A nurisér of Bowerman's Marylanders were now encountered wandering
Hbout the field, Locke rellied a numter, telling "Wwyn to take chafce

T

(&S

ﬂicht had closed in, so the fighting soon c¢ezsed. Taking advantage
of & full moor, Werren reorgsn ized his corps. The five brigades (Burrts,

HOWerm;n s, Gwyn's, Bf&fﬁts, and Baxber's) thet had disintegrated were

E~forhed and musbered inside the breastworks defended by Wheaton's 1st
, v

Hd 3d Brigades,
Colonel Winthrop's brﬁocae of Ayres' division was recalled from

.

¥zrching to the rignht, Winthrop's blueclads relieved Fear-

, and & scumed responsibility for pickéting the pines to the left
#nd richt of the Dzbney's Mill rozd. Pearson, &5 sS00n &5 e had recalled
“ls regiments, moved back into the rifle-pits out of which he had led his
t?GOps, sgverel hours tefore. 2

Upon the withdrawsl of Winthrop's brigsce, Colonel Sickesl discovered



“iuat his p'eople were.the only ones remaining in Keys! field. He accorc— '
1is Lroops 2long "e new and more eligible line for de-
and remained w
on the right were 1n convact
rzobed wibh
Hubkard! s
‘prders.were now recelved for Sheateon to withdraw his division eastrof E
'}-12.’:51’ Pun and 'mess in some convenient place,t &s Hubbard's troops E

tremped through the earthworks, the 1st and 3d Br igades fell in tehind,

“Crossing the streem, | ecteon's division went into bivousc near Cw‘“"“ncs'

54

‘aguse,

The Confederabes pursued the Feders ls through the forest. Perkness

wes ot hand by the time Gordon's battle lines geined the £ields fronting E

breastvor s, guerding the app: rosches to the Veughen roed crossing.

gvance, and it would

wardon s units had been cklsorgeunl.mc ’on the repid

a‘»ce__ time to regroup for an sssault on the barricades to his froat. .

211 nis troops and return to Dab:oe,y

Before beginning the reburn werehn, Gordon saw that a strong line of

ot . : s ) = . Lo s B 2 G
PULEOSUS Was eSUale_sﬂea, yhile faiigue pervies were orgenized Lo poLllce

and col.Lect arms end accoubrements abandonsd by the V

“'1"-‘(»3- Lo 1 —_ - £ 5 = 3. o ¥
*orl into Febersburg the nwrerous Pt .5 peggel in tne 1.8
= - & PR 5 ST P A - | a = = o
There was 1ittle rest in bthe Soubhern camps, &3 Gordon &nc nis gei-
; % en-

14 ke renswed, sew that Thelr men

i
4, Debney's Mill. 22 Ynile the surgeons ant

3 o o naa A | S - . V..-f- et - -



the wounds of the injured, buriel detsils weni

. a £ o = T
szout Lheir grim task,

B s

it 3 p.m. Gensral Mobt hec sent Colonel HMcAliister with & petrol to

e

Meade & fey unplesszni momente. Chiel of Steff Webt at 5:45 telegraphed
Fumphreys to hold 21l the troops ne could "spare in
; 57
ezdiness to move Lo Warren prompbly and rapidly.® Haxrdly had the ‘

‘s -
i

command posU clicked out th1s informetion, be

i
g
Humphreys told Mott to put De Trobriznd's ist Brigade in moebion. :
troops, 2,500 strong, were felling out, orders ;
Corps headquarters to withdraw West's brigace s
s people were to follow De Trobrieand. To increase

of the column,he was to march to Larren's assistance,

7

e s ; e Sl 5 5 p N
#0%% called on Remsey and Medllister for a regivent eLCh.

De Trobriend's the relief column started

i .§“3D Vaughan road, B Meade helted De Trobriand,
: ‘

H e . 1 . 3 o L B ! n

i “#lling nim that larren's troops had checked the Confederate onsel, and
H o .

: bl —_ 6C

;oo taet he was bo refurn Vo his former positlion. ‘Yiest's brigade was

i

: »
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icherd C.

I e T e

While the regiments from Meallister's

4

and Remsey's brigesdes were returned to the brezsiworks, De Trovriandls and

3 61

“westl's brigadss were massed in the woods,

Duryea's troops

0. he was to recall his 24 Brigade,
I Corps artillery (one from Ba Btery K, 4th U, &.
g to the 10th Messachusetbs) employed thelr ans
Ae the men who wore the Malteae cross retrested,

: 63
two units of Colon 1 FPierce's brigace,
Pennsyiveniaz and the htn Oblo Bettal?oq, wers CaLleO ip from the

S ¢

eserve and t ook position covering the dam and a bridge that had been
s iz < o

arown across Halcher Run, near Armstrong's Mill, As fhey double-timed

alo position, they were fired on by Hebel sherpshooters posted in the

lmber and underbrush on the south bank,

Meade, realizing that the VI Corps had been materially wezken ned Ly

i*e need to enploy Wheabon -bto strengthen his field force, issued orders

&l

T

ine
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. gorps had been studied, Mezde &b |

" trench where e was OF yithdraw.

“iine. . He, however, weni along with Veade

4

i Y B . P e - I o SN S i 3
Afber the resulits of Lo forced

J:2 yzrren's troops who were then preépa
< ; o 2 b £ =

Eal i S gk e
fresh insiructlons.

b T e 5
il origined Ly 128 LR

roads, which wWas Very bad,

s

R - E ol ccniiilon N s e L4
L any exienisd nOVEMERL WO

sad the lack of trains and suppllies precluded.z
the west. As far zs leade conid see, ne had only two options-——Le en-

veade was of the opinion thet if fur-

erplated, it oignt be well if the Army of tne

cr
Q

Lions were Ccoll

Fotomac exbended. its entrenched line to Hetcher Run.

<11 to nold out to Hatcher's [_ sic / Ron.®
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THz BATTLY CF HATCHER'S RUN, FEBRUARY 5-7, 1865

kin tue Second Hound

P i O — § Fm s . - -
O« B.; Series I, Yoi. JINI, puv. I, 260, 286, 206G, 270-271, 2E7,

2%3. Pearson's 3¢ Srigade was posted in the woriks on the riz its
right resting at Armstrong's Mill and ivs lefi extending to within

50 yards of Veugnen foad. Pearson, after advancing a strong picket

line, put his trocps ito work streanghtening the rifie-pits, Craw-

ford's civisicn wes to constitvle a strategic reserve, ready to

march a2t & moment's nobice to eliher Warren's or Humphreys! supoort.

0. R., Series I, Vel, XLVI, pt, II, 359-400,
225,

227. Tne 105th Pennsylvania

97 E.,_Series I, Vol., X4VI, pt. I, 2
of-Wésth brigede had reporived to De Trobriend on its return Ifrom
the reconnaissznce dowa Vsughan road. Major Hess and his troopers
of the.Bd Pernsylvenia, having patroled Vaughan road during the

night, took position at Cummings' house on recrossing the rua.

Toid., 254, 258, 260, 366, 368, 371. The 6th Chio at this time re-

joined Knowles'

9. R., Seriss I, Vol. {IVI, pt. II, 3%9¢. Mezcde speni the night of

Thid., 423; 0. R., Series I, Vol. XLV¥I, pt. I, 254.

G. B., Series I, Vol., -ﬂfv.l. o, Y, 254, 2R3, 26E0.
> 8 b) 3 3 2

0. R.; Serdes I, Wol. AVY, pb; II, 423; Q. He, Serdes I, Vol. XLV,
gt. X, 163,
&
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wxon's_Co.

., Vol. XLV
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1, 668, 107,
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'g.ﬂqfhﬁﬁsI,Wﬁ.ﬂﬁL;m.I,2%;2%;Q.§” Seriss I, Vol,

XI¥I, pt. II, 424, De Trobriand was accompanied on his forced

Lo

reconnaissance by the 24 U. S. Sharpshooters, the 20th Indiana
X 2 2

v

ne 17th Maine, ard the 1st lzire Heavy Artiliery. The redoubt
was on rising ground, near a barn in front of Armstrong's house.

1% R., Series I, Vol. XiVI,

11 0. R., Series I, Vol. MIVI, pt. I, 3&4; Q.

. pt. II, k24,

0. R., Series I, Vol. XIVI, pt. I, 254; Q. R., Series I, Vol. XLVI,

pt. 1T, L31-432, Confederat

4

deszriers had staied_that their works
extended south to Gravélly Run, about a mile soubthwest of Dabrey's
- Mill,

5 0. R., Serles I, Vol. XLV, pt.Ti, 43k,

0. B., Series I, Vol. XivI, pt. I, 254-255.

Ibid., 255. |

-_EQ;Q., 298 .

7 Ihd., 34k

8 Ibid., 287, 293; Q. R., Series I, Vol. LI, pt. I, 286.

0. R., Series I, Vol. XLVI, pt. I, 287, 293, 296, 390; Q. R., Series

I, Vol. LI, pt. I, 286, 283, 290,

0. R., Series I, Vol. XLVI, pt. T, 381,

—

;;21'Ibid., 3861, 390; Douglas, I Rode With Stonewall, 326,

—

 }¥22 0. R., Series I, Vol. XIVI, pt. I, 290, 291-292; Barton, "The Battle

of Hatcher!s Run," Confederate Veberan, XVII, 11i9.

0. R., Series I, Vol. XLVI, pt. I, 390.

—

!

attle of Hetcher's Run,® Confedercte

L

’ =4 P .
=+ Ibid., 390, 392; Barton, "The

Veteran, XVII, 119,

N

A

0. ., Series I, Vol. Xi¥I, pt. I, 287, 293, 392; 0. R., Serizs

_

N
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Vol, LI, pt. I, 296, 223, 291, 293, 2%
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of the 16th ¥aine regorted that in this advance, Color Sergeent

eft arm {causing amputation

fel
[We
iy
=
¢}
]_.:

Lutner Bradford "was wWounce
of same) while gellantly bearing the colors in advence ef the line,

rging the men on to their work. This is the third time he has been

o

wounced....® Q. R., Series I, Vol, LI, pt. I, 28e,

Tbid., 260, 346. Colonel H. A, Jeneway of the 1st New Jersey recoversd,

while Lieubtenant Colonel F. L. Tremein of the 10th New York GCavalry died.

4., 280~281; H. C. Well,"The Tweuly-Tnird Hor th Carolina Infentry,

Pt iy

14

Southern Historical Society Fapers, LV, 175.

0. R., Series I, Vol, XLVI; pt. I, 266, 280, 281. Upon being relieved
Y ke 2 2k F) > bl X

by Sickel's troops, Winthrop reported, his men retired “75 to 100 yarcs

in rear of my position and repleuwshea my boxes with the emmunition

which I had just then succeeded in procuring.t

bid., 366, 268, 37C.
Toid., 277, 278, 282, 28k.

Toid,, 271; History of the Corn Exchense Geziment, 118tn Pennsylvenie

& i3

“romn

VO]arve,_o..., Compiled oy
right to left the brigzds was posted: the 32d Messachusetts, the 155th
ennsylvenia, the T6th Michigan, the 118th Pennsylvenis, the 20th

Z-hl the 83d Peans: lvenia, the §ist Pennsylvaniz, and the 1st HMichigen.
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0. R., Series I, Vol. XILVI, pt. I, 271, 277, 27¢.

. C. Goolsby, "Crenshaw Baitery, Pegran's Balielion, C S Artillery,

[¥2]
[0
"
} 3
o
m

s

LI, »t. I, 286, 288, 290-291; 0. R.

I, Vol. HIVL, pb. I, 275, 22, 293.

392; Douglas, I-Rode Wi
Stonewall, 326-327. After the fighting for tihe day had cecsed,

Mejor Dougles recalled, the guestion was aslked, MWiho would tell

3
o

Mrs., Pegramnth

"You rust do it Douglas,® snapped Ceneral Gordon.

=

U"Heavens! QCeneral--I'11 lead a2 forlorn hope~-do anything that

L 4

is war--but not that. Send New. He's married and knows women; I

don't. .

| L . . - . S - -
Major hHew wenl on his unenviable dubty and 1 took the Generzl's

body becit Lo my roow et Headguarters. An hour after, zs the General

lay, dead, on my bed, I heard tae ambulence pass just ouiside the
window, - te:kj_ng; Mrs. Pegram back to their quarters. New had not seen
her yet and she did not know; but P*er mother was with her. 2
e years, 2 bricde of three weeks, now a widowi®

v Stonewzll, 327.

0. E Series I, Vol XN, pb. I, 287, 289, 2837 0. R.»

LI, pt. I, 286, 288, 291.

0. R., Series I, Vol. XLVI, pt. I, 271-272, 27é; Q. R., Serises I,

Yol, LI, pt. I, 293, 265, 296.




0. R., Series ¥, Vol. XILVI, Bhy 1, 282,

R e S R L e 3

Teid., 3$0, 392; 3. Moxley Sorrel, Recoilections of & Confec:

. 1 ~ ; ook B ST S TP e o 2 -
Siall Officer (Jackscn, Temn., 1958), 272-273.

0. R,

I, 271-272, 277, 279, 82, Zeey

1o e MRS TS Ao < e

0. R., Series I, Vol., XiVI, pt. IT, 437.

ies I, Vol. XLVI, pt, T, 381, 390-3%2; Sorrel , Rec-ilectlons

13 Yol, XLViy st I, 225, 239; 0. R., Series I, ol

.5 Series I, Vol. XLVI, »it. IT, L25.

i, Vol., IV, »b, I, 225, 230. ‘wesu's i3
: . positioned in ths woods on the right of Smyth's mein line of r:-
: silztance.
? i
VR S TRAE.. T08 B, H.. Berdes 3, Yol. BEVI, ¥, IL, L2825
. 5




Of)

50; EBilliin

®

=3
7, 3G1.

4
(Y]
N By
Sf e .
~ ® [ i~
o ol . —
- e m.w N -
Y W o~
) - n
- = - -
i © _ i1 -t H
i)
. L»u _ . . . _r.uv
e © 43 4 3
ol 0| e Qe Q, et
=3
- B oot "~ - ~
= © -1 i—=l =
== % VJH = =
1ol 5] (B
24 (5} v ﬂ —M
W
PN »
L]
@]
=
-

s




N AR L

[SEPTEVO

s manr

rrs

;' ing ebout in their ricket posts. Warren speculated that t}

. either relieving thelr outposts or reinforcing bhem.

-Use his own Judgment as to the wisdom of attacking.

FEBRUARY 5-7, 1865

. Chanter IV ;
N Eid
The Fecerals Fortify a Idne From Fort Sampson to Halcher Lun

shifting his brigades, %so as to bring ell of each division together,?

AL 8:15 a.m. Warren telezranhed Chief of Staff Webb thet since the
fighting had ceasec, all hed besn cuist elong the ¥V Qorps! front, Oub

Webb, in replying, observed that Ceneral Meade desired a report on

o

the condition of the V Corps, and an estimate of the czsusltiss suffered -

¢ to push out skirmishers to szcertain

m...
(o}
o0
ct
cl
L
O
i
P
=
i
&

if the Rebels were still in force to his front. If they were, he was to
2

X 3

lieanwhile, Hooney lLee's cavalry, trailed by an infantry skirmi

Lline, was sighted :qv@101ng zcross the fields south of Veughan road

Colonel 5 c&a“'s outposte and the greyclads soon opened fire, end for
+2 2 ia g,
sne next LS5 minutes the two skirmish llnes banged away.

As scon es he spoltec: LLe‘outternuts, Co;oneT Sickel had contacle

[N

S S = W G
iin and Greggz., The cavelry leader prompily cslled up one

w t




" could drive the Rebels "thait far,

. TN NN N N S N E Mmoo

et ,_V- .mw-gnw“ " M o ek

the 6th, because of the dense woods, the artillerists were glac to see,

as the batltery drove down Vaughen road, that the country hereabouts weg
open, Ey b

sulled beck

Warren

1 D

+ g1 4
the BLlE0v

rTEn 2GViseC n

-4 - ] s
Twenty rminuoes lizter,

demonstration! mede by the Confederstes on Vauvghan road, So far, all

.tbat he had seen and heard savisfied him that the Rebels would not meke :

-2 stand this side of Dsbney's Mill. He was convinced thet the V Corps

)

foto

f at ll without the a2id of more

5

. than one of Gregg's brigades...." If Meade so wished, the other two

cevalry brigedes could be recalled al once,
Meade-at TD:QO issued instructions for Warren to "order Genersl
Gregg to take two of nls brigzedes to Rowanty Post-0Office, with their -

m

forses, &c....". There Gregz would ses thatv his lroopers

and kept well in nand, so they would be resdy to march

B 1 o'clock the two Lri
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sector confronted esch other with t

» ®

were reedy to ride, Just as he was pubtting his horsescldlers into motion
s courier rode up with acdditional instructions frem army headqueriers,
ket he could post his cormand in the most suitab
place to waten the Halifax and Perkins' roads. Should he find it diffi-

division al that point, he was auvibhorized to move bzck

Creﬁg by dusk had postéé his two brigsdes at the juncticn of the
Helifex and Wyebtt roeds. One regiment (the 21st Pennsylveniz Cevelry)
hed been azdvenced tc Rowenty Postofiice, with pickels throwm out on the
-Perkins' and-Reans' Station roecs. Anolher regiment had-been sent to

reconnoiter thne couniry be

i

from the 21st Fennsylvania, cccupying an outpost nezr Yonit's Heck Bridge,

had wetched as a brigade of Rebel infantry marched down the road on the

L

opposite side of the Rowanty, Union and Confederate pickets in this

.
. &
e strean betwsen,

Severzl hours before he left the west side of Hatcher Run, Cregg had

“had the troopers of trze brigace (Kerwin's) that was to remein behind to

. relieve Sickel's infentrymen, so they could rejoin their parent unit——

Griffin's division. Kerwin's horsesoldiers by 11 a.®. had moved into

POSition across Vaughan road, snd {ickel's brigacde merched up the road, 7
- Colonel Kerwin, not 1ong after Gregg hed departed, received orders

Irom Yarren's headguarters to send 2 combat patrol cown Veughen roéd,

ihis force was to try and push the hebels to their froat across Gravelly

-
et a] . ~

“in,  If the Confederszies were encowtered in forcs, the petrol wes to

v 10
Telire on the brigade.

he Lth Pennsylvania, Colonel Young cormending, was the unit selected
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o bl i, s, b el

troopers? rignt end left. A squadron of Rooney Les's dismounted Con-
V:fed ztes followed the bluecoats as far as the point.where the;ickets

oy hed been assailed. Young now wheeled his column about, and these Rebels :

=LﬁConfederates appeared "to have one brlggde of cavalry" in the trenches

'south of Gravelly Run.
line. W%hat he saw and heard from Colonel Winbthrop conmvinced the gen-

- ©f the {st Brigade aprezred to be exhausted. Returning to his commend

ennsylvanians as they rode down Veughan road, till they had pene-

b

A=ty

-
A

.h

trated to within one-halfi wile of Their goal. Striking the Rebel ricket

et
f=}

line &t this poinit, Colonel Young shouved Ior his bugler to sound,

OC:

1.

The butternuts were forced back to the siream, where they braced for &

tand, A lightning-like flank mcvement by Young's 1st Battalion (whieh

w

]

reyeiads across Crevelly Run and into rifle-

668,:?073.

3

Cannonesrs now cpened on tne Yanks wilth

e

their two 3-inch Whitworths.

e
i

5

Recelling his treoopers, Oolanel Young headed: back up Vaughan road, as

&

the hexzgonel bolts knocked branches end boughs from the trees to the

'
i

. .'
S
3 =i
Lo
.5
~
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joined their comrades beyond the sitreanm,

Cn his return, Cclonel Young explained to Colonei Kerwin that the L

i1

GenerallAyres hed spent 2 good part of the morning on the picketl

3

eral that this rugged duly had taken its toll, because the infantrymen

tost, Ayres, recalling thet uarren had expressed an intention to re-

5
i

+ieve Winthrop's bluecczis ¥a5 socn &5 some other troops could be fitted

+

OUL to take® their plece, wrote Jolonel Locke, Ayvres, after explaining ‘ ¢ 3

vzrren acceded to Ayres' reguesi. As soon as Sickells troops re-

-3




i i B Y g

on the picket iine. Troops of h

: .J.OI'uEd into
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entered the perimeter, they replaced Burr's brigade behind the eartihworks

on Pezrson's left. Burr's people then moved out and relieved Winthrop's

s unit not assigned to oubpost dut

Py
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bettle by Burr, snd turned to erecting breastworks.

the cold, web af ernoon, Lthe wooGs occupled
-] £

5 1z
by Zebel artillery.

wstering his troops as soon as they were relieved,
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Winthror led them beck into the bridgehead, where they camped behinc the

14

of February 7, Warren had dispatched Captain Cope to

o

examine the ground to the right and locate a batlery gosition, where the

%o the Retels' cannons at Dabney's

Federals could emplzce guns to repl

<,

Mill, Near hrmSuron”’s Mill, the captain found ground having the neces—
s p

wary-prerequisites. He also observed that the II Corps! batteries at

A.rst“ong's house could be hglvful in neutralizing the troublesome Cor-

ederate guns.
Fording Hetcher Run where Pearson's right anchored, Cope crogsed the
pen ground in front of the works and visited the II Corps pickets. Eee-

ing no signs of the Johnnies, the captain concluded that they must have

vlled in their line of outnosts., Cope, on rejoining Warren, told
Iy 2 (%) 3

ywhet Cope had to say, debermined to see
fror their sdvence rifle-pits. At 10 a.m.

clen to writing. General Crawford was to move out from

‘he right of the bridgehesd and asszil the foe; Wheaton's VI Corps Givi-
44 ; " . 16
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' he explained thet the Third Division was to “push out a

vihen Captain Cope delivered to Crawford his copy of the circulaer,
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UGNCIQ Debney's 3ill, bury his desd of the day befors,

rawford's command post, the troops

Yihen CPQALO?Q rassed the word to

srepare to move out, the brigade commanders called for their units to

to their left. Opposite Armstrongt!s Mill, the column turned to the left
hd,passsd through the works. 4 short distance beyond tue rifle-pits,
Crgﬁford called for General Baxter to halt and deploy his trocps into

ne of battle. .Covered by 2 dbuble line of skirmisners, the 39th
assachusetts in advance arnd the 113n Pennsvvanla in support, the bri-

ade~resumed the advance. Cravforq s other orﬂsaqes follomed Raxter's

s

cbble llnen— rege's on the left and McCoy's on the right.

~Baxter's gkirmishers were fired on by Rebel pickets)posted‘behind

13 d to Brigadier General G.

st earthworks. These greyclads bel
oxley Sorrel's Georgia Brigede of Finegen's division. The {1th Penn-

Sylvania'advanced to assist the 39th Messachusetis, and the Gecrgians

erefquicklr ¢islodzed. Closely followed by the vattlé line, Baxterls

S2irnishers forsed ehead through the sodden forest,driving the greyclads

Cefore them. General Sorrel was among the casualties in this phese of
‘-"‘-\‘ oy - o = nm s s o2 ) Horna
- the fighting. A Union riflemen put 2 minie ball through his chest,
“sreing the generzl's Vright lung, smashing the ribs froant and reav.®
« 75
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Sorrel was carried Bo the rear by his aides. Although he recovered, the

yar was over for Sorrel. A three-quarter mile advance brought Eaxter's
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s formidable line of works held in force by Confederate infantry. A short
izht was a perapet with embrasures; through which pro-
ruded the ugly muzzles of several cennon,

The Confederates had spent a miserable morning strengvhening the

st Debney's ill. . Guns menned by Ellett's and several other batteries
.of Coloqe_ ¥illiam J. Pegrem's Artitlery Battalion-were manhandled’ zlong

meddy trails and info position at strategic points benind the parapeis.

ﬁﬁbrigade from Generzl Finegan's division led by General Sorrel had been
nt forward at dawn to hold the plcket line.

As soon as,he Wes notif i d bv Sorvel that. the Federals were -advanc—

ing in force, General CGordon had the "long roll".beaten. In forming his

fooPs to meet the rénewed ﬁnion advance, Gordon posted Pegram's civision

ow commanded by Genersl Johnston) on the right, while Finegan's division

'iled into position on Johnston's left. General Evans! division was held
. 2 19

After Baxter's itroops héd chased Sorrel‘é Géﬁrgiahs out of their ad-

‘née rifle-pits, these fortifications were occupied by Colonel McCoy's

A__gade, In accorcance :ﬁiih.instructions_from Crzwiord, McOoy had his

start st 61""6ﬂ“ﬁ? ar¢ refacing the trenches and slashing timber,

e engaged in this work, the soldiers were shelled by artillery, em-

“3lzced north of the run, and to the fire of Rebel sharpshooters Irom

3

. Cooke's brigade posted in the undertrush north

e




~

Hatcher Run. prrcqepsvve lest the gremclads slip & column 2¢ross

vosition, Mcloy dﬁanuchec skirmishers to cope with

£
2

[a

;.- d

General (rawford learne

SO

several of Bragg's regimenis between MeCoy's rigni

ené Hatcher Hun.

-
]

s! nein iine of resistance,

To neold his

+

maxter called up and deployed his three remeining regiments (the 16th

the 97th New York, end the &8th Penmisylvenia) as skirmishers to

=0

right end left, Oue of Meloy's units, itne 5é6th Pennsylvania, was

21

ought up and posted zs a reserve to Baxter's skirmish line.

crril-—

o

‘Meade at 11:45, shortly after Crot*ord 2d passed through the

d Werren thet in viGW'of“the'inclement weather and Genersl

z a fortified line, an assault

<

;
i
4
:
i
H
:
!
!

”this time would be inadvisable,“unless great edventages could be gained.

His fighting biocd aroused, Werren determined To lgnore his superiors

o

push matters, AL 3:45 Crawford was directed to M"drive the enemy just

\far 2s you can in the daylight that is left you, and use all your sup-

23

huve seqt you, !

VQTiting Chief of Staeff heso at ,:30, Earr a plaéed himself on record

et If it were necessary'tdﬂfall back. across HGUC er nur, ne would prefer ;

so in the morning, In en effort to get Grant and ¥eade to change :
. 3 . A B "‘"‘
-“ne heve regained most of the grount we held L

artillery fire from the enenyts works, and we
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s may be reguired.M <4

o

Tﬂe-supports're red to by Werren in his 3:45 communication to

cl

belonged to ¥heston's division. At the time of the hebels! movn--

3

ield east of the run. AU 12 o'clock Hemblin's people were ordered across

he strezm to support Generel Crawford, Colonel Hubbard's 20 Brigede was

en concentrated in the field vaceted by Hembiin, Hubtbard's bluscoats,

fithin the hour, crossed the run end formed near the bridge, prepered to

25

vering De oneV‘s pill,

o]

.'Preparatory'to assailing the earihviorks ¢
'férd'had_the rerainder of Bra gg <] nrooos tePe péé tica between Mcloy's
er Run. To afford suffiéient space for Bragg's people behind

é éaptured works, McCoy's battle line filed to the left several hundr
ards, resting its left on a morass, As soon as this movement wes com-
orders were received frorhCrﬂaLomq for McCoy to advance anc ta

e left of Baxter!s ski;miéhers. Harklin's VI Corps brigede
é the wbrks Jjust before EcCoy’s people started for-

rew aprezst of Bexter's, McCoy refused his left wing.

¢ passed the word that all wes ready, Bexter's end Fcloy's

Ja

zinst. the menned. barricedes to their front, It was

< & ] 1
thin crust of ice had formed m many of the soldiers! arus
ts. Bexter's skirmisners on the right drove to within ;

26
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¥eloy's battle line came forward tnrougn the pines cn the r vihen

‘before they could be railied.! - OQbther individuals, such as Major H. dJ.
fer and the color gusrd of the 107 Pennsylvaniz, only retired

Gordon's Confecerates made no effort to follow up this success.
he Union right, Baxter's blueccats retired to the ground held prior
he zitack. The troops on McCoy's left, whe hadn't bolted, threw up

brezstirorks within 300 yerds of the Conweqerauea' entrenchments, Here

4 " > » L Bt p i B
they were joined, as soon as it was dark by the resv of the brigade. <7

Crawford 2t 6:20 wrote Varren thet he had zdw znced his lines, driv-

g the Rebels into their Mnew lines of works.!" Prisoners bagged by the

e

anks reported that the V Corps wes opposed by the szme units it had fought

Yyesterday;. His division Was exzended as far as the exhausted condition

of. the men would 21low, so orders had been 1seued for one of Wheaton's

30

brigades to take position on McCoy's left

At 9 p.r. Baxter!s ski

|.|.

rivishers were relieved by picked men from
amblin's and Feloy's brigades. Retiring about 100 yards, Baxter's

toldiers formed line and begen erecting works within one-quarter mile

]

Rebel _ifle—pits, connecting on the r ight with McCoyt's origade

. 31 Brasg

L e
(S

's brigacde by this time hed
ground between Feloy's right and Hatcrer

There in the pines, the soldiers, chilled to their

e sleet, grimly held their ground., Needless to say, the ranis

“%%en thinned, ss the sunehine patroits and summer soldiers slipped to
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General Crawford at this time notified Warren that his advanced line

dug in. He had just returned to his commend pcst from inspecting

m.the road which he was on, the Rebel fortifications
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northeast and southwest. His troops, he observed, needed rest badly,

na meke coffee for over

oS

having hed an opportunity to bulld fires

Because of the shoddy condition of many of the units! uniforms, the
greater discomfort from the hostile ele-

Lee, after visiting the f ront, wrcte

E'l

then the Pecderals. CGeneral

£ War James A, Seddon on the 8th:
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All the disposable force of the right wing of the army hes
~ been oper: ting against the eneny beyvond Hatcher's [TSWC 7 Run
since Sundey. - Yeswerday, the most inclerment.day of the winter,

they hed to be retained in line of battle, having been in the.
o 2

same condition the two previous deys and nights., I regret to
be obliged to state that under these circumsiznces, helghtened
by esszulbs, and Tire of the enemy, some of the men had been

P > v

‘without meat for vhree days, and all were suffering from re-
duced rations and scant clothing, exposed to bdotle, cold, hail

and sleet,

o
¥
ES

-Gener%;,ﬁumphreys' I1I Corps held - its ground on Februery 7. At

- 4

fe time of Warren's Gecision to undertake a forced reconnaissance,

Pl T e

&‘uene cross' with a1l his available force, if called upon. Contact-

Warrea at 12:35, Humphreys reported that he had iwo brigedes in resdy

36

Sserve—De Trobriend's and West's,

Replying for his boss, Colonel Locke inguired into the possibvility

tha II Corps batteries, emplaced near Armstrong's, givi 1z Crawlfordls

Surs fire support, Wmore for the moral effect it will produce on our

4
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The weﬂuhe& having turned bad, Grznt

thought it would be wise to get the soldiers thack to the rosition you

At 1:30 Grent wired Meade that he had been called. to liashinglon to

estify before the Cormitiee on the Conduct of the Vier. He hoped to

P . -
X oat f

or the cepitel in the morning, but he would defer his de-

frid
[
4]}
@
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o

Bure till Meade notified him that the "troops now out are in the new
snewered thet he would advise Grznt as soon as the troops WETre
He, how ever, douoted 1f tney wuld be by tomorrow, because
some works"™ had to be constructed before he could Munmass Lhe forces on

L3

he left,m

R R e e e M e

".ﬁéeﬁing wibth his staff and Chief Engineer &. C. Duane, Neade drafteq
,pifcular)sketching the fortified DOSlb on thé troops_Wererto'take ue.
ﬁév‘Duane was "o lay oub ana construct an intrenched line froﬁ Fort
Suﬂpson to Armstrong!s Mill, Lla01ng ﬁo‘ks.at the.latter point and the

Lo Suitable artillery emplacemenﬁS‘were to be selected and connected

87 rifle~pits, tinmber wes wo be slashed, dams built on Hatcher Run, &nd

As soon zs these works had been surveyec, the Pelersturg invesiment
“ine would be'held: the IX Corps from the Aopon@uuox to Fort Howard;

[T}

ithe yY Corps from Fort Howard to Fort Greggz, inclusive; the 1T Corus

to Armsbrongls Mill, varrea's ¥ Corps wes Lo cccupy
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‘own troops than enything else.M
Warren at this time did not believe he would reguire any II Corpe
38
Lro0ps.

In complisnce with this recuest, cannoneers of Smith's section,. -

4

;;Battery'K} AﬁL United States Artillery shellea the woods in fronu of
:Craﬁ;or"é zdvancing line, The regulars continued to fire £i11 the men
“of the V Corps had pushed deép into the woods ahd close up ageinst the
.Rebel‘position at Eabﬁey's Mi1l. Along‘toward'dark,_é section of the
’iOth Messachusetts Retiery opened on a Rebel battery near Dsbney's Mill,
at é range of one mile. After the redlegs had expended 25 rounds, the

39

butternuts ceased fire.

s
¥
sk

Meade at 10:15 a.m. had telegraphed Grant thet foul weather, Yend
the ignorsnce I am under of the exact moral condition of Warren's corps,

end his losses from stragglers, has restreined me from giving him posi-

In regard to the plen of holding to Hatcher Run broached late on

O
]
54
5
o’
o
o

. Yhe 6th, Meade explained, his M"ides was to Iold it perman

Sirong line, which 2 smell force could hold, if we moved farther to

ne left." Humphrews! and Warren's people hed alrszady thrown up &

- o
of light works, but if MHeade's suggestlons were adopted & permeneab
: b . - ; 7 L0
with recdoubts, could be quickly established,

Grent replied that as Meade wes on the ground, he should know

L

Gity Point what line the troops should occupy.™
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& left of the ¥ lorps Uo the James River,

vlie¢, we will forsake

8 to when he would have no

rren that he

to take posiiion on

“After  studying Meade's_circular and
General ¥eade, shortly after dark, called on Warre
Warren replied thet it would be possible Lo withdra

Crawfond 3
2

2 80 he

Ll

thirawn, but not at nlght. Then Wearren redeployed his

PR3

R

wnd Kervin's cavalry.

47

in-the morning,

-!- Vo
i

would then be uneble to meinteilr

1d as

VI Corps,

7]

ing Heteher Hun

ions covering the Vaughan road crossing, picket

low, ®and will be posted on a line from the cr ossﬁhr of the

meet

if they

ts from
Creggls

Jeruselem Flank Road, and picket from

corps, bhe sol-

&

Webbis communicaiion .

on peing informed that heaton would be recalled,

iers were not to return to the camos from which they had marched on the

, Warren
our old ouartero cneerLuWIy, because "when any

wtension of our line is to be made, we have the priviledge of doing it."

n for information

farther employment for Wheaton's 1nfanury

any time, while he would see that Kerwin's horsesoldiers
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in motion up

di vis

Cearlier,
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Jaugnan road.

ion pack in the camps
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Scresned i
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bivousc in the surrounding fields.

hen they took the fi

4

-rlgnuful weather, were unab

a

ort February 8.
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Yould wetch Helifax road.
Gregg during

the army had beea accepted,

S

to enable thent

ooarc‘s brigades.

pehind Camgbell's. ¥

Colonel Kermsin's troopers, who were hol

farm, were relieved by a deta

to Heilcher hun.

to pickst

Recrossing

Deyi

I

eld, Cray

tie to resi comfortably.

ancd the exha

YWhile Crawford wzs strengthening his picket line,

Yheaton sent for

Hatcher Run, the two VI
eaton then put his column

February 8 saw Wheato

ding

SO
fqtiEes

n's VI Corps

marched 56 hours

Crewfordts division followed

At 3% 2,m., near

usted troops aliowed to
Having left: nﬂelr shelter-nalves

wford's bluecoaus, because of the

49

the roadblock at Keys!

cent from Ayres' division by 7:45 a.m.

werd to Globe Tavern, where Kerwin reported to General Gregg.

reuurn to their camps ezst of Jerusalem Plank Road, while a

Fiding up Vsughen road, the horsesoldiers marched east-

50

Tn obedience with Mesde's circular of the previous afternoon, General

Gregg, on the arrivel of Kerwin's unit, ordered two of his brigades to

third (Kerwin's)

the day received notification that his resignation from

One of the cavalry leader's last official

tane area

At Sa
auv as

from Halifax

rkgsoldiers from Craw-

roed to the Jdares River.




ith Crawford!s foctsoldiers on duty, Gregg wisned to relieve Kerwin's
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igade, so the horses could be fors

Two of Warren's divisions (Criffin's and

"

Ayrest) continusd to be

F o ot

he defense of the bridgehead. Warren, as an OILiCET,
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‘in the extension of the fortified zome from
At 12:35 p.m., February &, he telegraphed Meéde’s headquarters that un-
1ess the Federasis constructed 2 work on the squth bank of He t her Run
at:ArmburOuﬁ' 1L, the line held by Hurcnreys‘ left divieion (Stythts)
@ouid bé_untenable. A reconnaissaﬂce had disclosed thét the foe, if

his redoubt were not efeCued viguld possess "comﬁanding”ground tnat

will overlook and-take the line in rear in froni of Armutrong's house. "

4

anpeared to.U arren that the best line the Army of the Potomac could
ake_ﬂp would be from Fort Cunrdngs, vie Weslmorelend's and iuck°¥'
hcﬁseé, to C. W. Cumrings', "Ho matlter where we put the line.on the
t'bank," Viarren caubtionsd, Mif the enemy establishes one on the
Duﬁér side along the hiqh riaﬁe frbm,ﬂrmstrong‘s Mill to the Vaughan

d a small force W711 be aole to prevent us from crossing the streem.t
. Meade was\impressed with Warren's cgmments, 80 Chlef Fngineer
uéﬁe'é.iﬁstruCiions were ammsnded'to read, for hin to "procbe o lay
ﬁi:and construct an inﬁrenched.lige from Fort Sempson to the crossing
.pla.iﬁg & work at the 1éﬁter'poinﬁ Lo hold anc cof-

Sk

O the afternoon of the 8th, Crawford had sent his 3d Brigado

Cloyts, to re;zeve Ke” rinfs horsesoldiers on the plckel 1line extendin

o

1

stward from Momk's Neck Bridge to Halifax road. Scldiers fror Ayres’
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ivision held %he line of outposts_from the left of the earthworks guaré-
ing the & pbr0¢cqes to tne Dr“cbuheaa to the point where Mcloy's pickst

25

1

t bank of the Ronenty.

- General Humphreys! II Corps held its ground on the &th, while the.

5y

engineers surveved Lhe new line the men wearing the “CloVer leafh were
LEES o 5 =]

ke up, After studyi

v the area between Fort’ Gfegg and Armstrong's
1,

#11.and discussing bhe situation with his generals, Humphreys issued 2

irective., At 8 a.m.. on the morning of February ¢ Genersl Miles was
F e )

‘36 be relieved along the sector of the enbrenched line between Foris

n the new line, from Fort Szmpson to the chimneys of the Westmoreland
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lng'at the chimnevs of the Westmoreland house. Both division commanders

1 be given the task of supervising the construction of the five balteries

56

hat were to be erected along the new line
- In acc¢ordance with igstruCEfons from ﬁeaqe's ﬂSa&CLchETS, Humphreys,
o0 the morning of Feoruery §, sew thet his First and Thi rd Divisions tock

Remsey's brigade ab

its assignment with
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There was no hostile activity in front of the bridgehead held by

jtre V. Corps during the 36 hours beginning at daybresk on the 8th and

toending at nightfell on Februery 9. LAyres' troops were kept employe

erecting a strong work "on the Vaughan road, below the run,® while

# X Bntis et ez

Criffin's held the breastworks covering ths cros

Fast of the run, Crawlord's troops

1T Corps division on the right.

continued to.man the picket l?qe, nstarting from 2 point near the

‘Burnt sav-mill, thence running easterly, pessing through Rowenty Fost-

¢t the intersection of

Ue]

Lflce, and connecting with the cavalry picksts
e, 56
Church and Kalifax rozds.,t

Before retiring on the evening of the Guh, Generel ilarren prepared

Crawford was to have & large working perty at Cummings'

L7 a,m. This force would‘be assigned the task of corduroying Veughan

;a&. General Griffin would begin rellev1ng Ayres' pickets at 6 2,m.;

yres with his division was to report to Corps' headquarters at 7 o'clock,

Prepared "bo.construct a new line of intrenchments.® Griffin's pionesrs

were to spend the day felling "all the timber between the line of breast-

works on the right bank of Hatcher's / sic / Run and the edge of the

59

Strsam, #
Werren at 10 &.m. on February 10 wrote Chief of Staff webb that by

gue parties would have COHCl ad the breastwofks.

to the battery on Habcher Bun. He therefore wished to kpow, "How much

% £

f O this line will be the responsibility of the IT Corps?"

géz Since his last comnunication, Werren had hed a survey made of
& ’ =
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fatcher Bun below the Vaughen road crossing.  On doing so, he found that

the strezm ren "soubh LO degrees east for one mile and three-fourths...."

xile below the crossing on the left

60

"S

. Eis pickets ab this time extended a
then due east along a2 rozd to J, U. Splers' on Halifex road,

Repiving, Webb informed Warren that the V Corps was to hold the works

ight of VWarren's pickst line west of Hatcher hun wes Lo COmnecy Wi
@ 61
e left of Humphreys', northeast of the stresm.

The task of corduroying Vaughan roscC was COﬂﬂleted vy late afterncen,
so Genersl Crawford was authorized to return with his division to the
thery had left on tae 5th There the troops were to collect from

gesr, and be ready to head west et 6 .a.m.
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reaching the grea_near Colonel Wyatt's, Crawford would mass his troops

awalt,further-orders.

ch

GeﬁerQI Bragg's brigade woula be deuached at This ime from the Third

\ .

sion and march to Warren Station. At noon on. the 11th, Bregg's troops
rs to board the cars that were to carry them to City Point, where they
ere to embark on-transports. After casting off, the ships were to procsed

0 the Jemes end up Chesap e Bay to BaWL1mo;e. As soon as he had dis-

arked at Baltimore, General. Bragg Wa.s to report oy‘teiegrapn to Iador

63

vel Henry W. Halleck.

Lisad

General Humphreys, on being notified_that the earthworks between

ister's lefy and the Vaughan road crossing had been completved,
led General Smyth that ab deylight on the i1tn,he was to withdraw

1 ]

g Civis ion- from its nosition et Armstrong'!s and OCCLU? these worxs.

he dig, Swyth was to post two brigades in the rifle-pits, while

in reserve., The artillery was to be retired av
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“ful to the enemy.®
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under the direction of Mejor Jcohn G. Hezard. Before recalling his troops,

a

Smyth was to see that the“ destroyed "such rifle-pits...zs mignt be use-
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est's brigade
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. e Trobriand, during the morning,

fer zs

3 Miles! division on his right’ as
to the right of the ruins of Westmoreland's
e, : To acComplish this, De Trobriand wzs to deploy one or both of
General Hertranfi, whose IX Corps division had been erployed since
he 8th opéning anc building roads, was nctified at 7-p;m., Pebruary TO,
hét his troops hzd been reiieved of duiy with the IT Corps. It took
rtranfu‘s people less than one hour to pack their gear, preparatory
o movlng out ks soon as the two brigades hé& been formed and mustered,
artranft passed the wérd to move out., Marching by way of Globe Tavern,
arﬂran””*ﬂ bluecoabs were beck in their camps by'ﬁidnight. ¢
4s directed, General Smrth, shortly before daybrezk on the 171th,

47

ithdreW'his division from its position, cove fing the Armstrong's Mill

trossing of Hatcher Run. Screened by a strong skirmish line, the troops

merched bacl and moved into the newly constructed earthworks, their right
dnchored on McAllister's left-and their lefu rest¢ag on Veughen road.,

ahnoneers of the 10th Mzssachussiis and Battery K, 4th U. S. Light Lrtil-
. B, O - ‘.. arAd ArSsran tham J'b nas
usly limbered up their guns and driven thexz to the rsea

s V¥ Corps division at the same time evacuated the

"-hr*dvﬂkena and went into cemp eest of Habcher Run.
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when informed on the morning of February 8 that the
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Federels had pulled back into th

e breastvworks coverin

ﬁ
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t Cenersls CGrant znd Mead

20 weather, which compounded the hardships of

S

L4,

‘

1y C*qued Conmeaefates, Lee ordereC tvhe

unlts messed te cope with Meade's latest thrust to return to their

-

nd- Evans'! infantry divisions, and Looney
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Lee's horsesoldiers were back in the comforieble winter quarters out
ich ther hed merched on Sundey, the 5th. Johnston's division drew

ungiezsent task of menning the earthworks covering »mcne"’s Mill,

= U

1,

Union casualty,lists for the operation were'forwarded by the corps
omranders to querai reade s reeaqperuers for uaou?atloa. Checking
he figures, Mesde found that in the period, February 5-7, the units

nvolvoc in the beuﬁle of Hatcher's ;tlf““ 'Rﬁn h&d suffered 1,539 .
attle casualties——171 kiilec;:_, 1,181 gﬁar‘xc’ied, and 187 missing. As
né to be exﬁecﬁed,.Varren‘s v Cérps hed been herdest hit, losing
J31ﬁkilled, 670 wounded, and 159 miésing. Despite the stampede of a
Sunber of V Corps uﬁits.oﬁ the 6th, the.nuﬁger of_Uﬁipn”miSSing was
_ﬂfpwls ingly smeil, This undo’btedlj resulted from two factors:

_“ﬂe comparatively short dis téq e that se*a£auea the commsnds that

the breastworks covering the

on the Confederates! part to

' .
~ Y
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of the war-weary soldiers in blue and in grey realize

Q.

‘Run presaged the early collapse of

the Army of Wort era Virginiz, On Februery 5, although severel divisions

of his ready reserve were close &t hand, it wes late in the day before

" Generel Les could mount a counterattac Aind, when the counterthrust
was delivered, the Confederates failed to drive shead with their for-
er abandon. There were reports that orders to charge were repeatedly

ionored by cerbtain units. Cenéral lee was said to have "wept like a

ST

o+

Then on the 6th, Cenerzl Gordon and his people had failed to

L T

czpitalize on the

2z

Corps! stampede. A powsriul bloﬁJ delivered at
kiproper ﬁoment, could have doomed Warren's command, as_frightened
ﬂuecoaLs cane pGunOlﬂﬂ out Oi the woods and over the oreaatiorks
;@érding the approaches_to the oridges. ‘

.-Tha breskdown of the Confeder te cavalry was evident, To forage
théir mounts, the cavalry units had to be posted a consicerzble distance
Consequently, the Federals hed been out of

fxom the Pelersburg lines

bhelr works for over 2i hours, before Rooney Lee's cevalry division wes

able to reach the field, When the Kebel horsesoldiers did arrive, they

3

*:fflplu and phey failed to demonstrate any of the dash thet had char-

w~aﬂu=ri zed their Operaiions)eveﬁ 2s late as the battle of the Boydton

]2t

ALEIK

tr

ioad, October 27 and 28, 186L.
As for tangible gains, Meade and his genersls had succeeded in ex-

ve “Cl“é their fortifiec line from Fort Sampson to the Vaughen roid Cross-—

‘g of Hetcher nun., To cope with this extension, General Lee hed W spread
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his troops even thinner than heretofore, Where he had been able to hold
three divisions as a strstegic reserve, he was scon compelled to reduce
his ready reserve to one infantry division.

No report was made by Confederate leaders of their losses in the

betilis of Hatecher's Run,
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- Chapter IV
The Federals Fortify & Line From Fort Sampson lo Halcher hun
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