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I AQ~strative Data 

.:. 

A. Name of structure Fort. Haskell 

B. Proposed Use - 'I'his structure .. Jill be a major stop on the -

I 1 C. . Justin~.'.ticn for such use- The restoration of Fort. Haskell 
I 

I 1 
c, 

i ' .,.,. 

r 

I 1 
I 1 

•. . .. is recommended as the most efficient means of int.erpreting 

\ field fOl<tification as it E1Xisted dur'_Ylgthe Pet~rsburg 
;"" . . ~ 

. -'. ~ ; .. . -. 
This battlefield has' exten,?lve 

remains of scme 28 field "JOrks 8."ld sane thirty iniles of 

fortified lines. Restorat ion of one of these sites would 

1 ,) 
1 
1 
1 

vltalize a phas," of milit.ary history that is quite removed 

frolll ,the ordinary visit-oris knwledge. One .. ill.l be able to 

::see him the soldiersbesiegingth~ city of Petersbur g lived 

. './ ,.,,:r. and hOli' they ~lere prot.ected fro:n the st9r.ll of fire frOm the " 
i.<~;s,_~_/F.:·>:j:':·: ~; '_ _ . :. .' ".' ~ --,~,>:--:, -: . J:):~:X\:: -.. ~;:,,:, >'. 

:.:;,: :,y.: <>< .c" 'nearby C onf ede rate . positions. Sine e ' bothsl.de s . used siiniliar 
. - "Hii~t;:>:~~~,:~~ ., ", .:, .. -»~)-:>--. _:~_::;::_-;'~:_ ,. - _, ' , '. :;_~..r: :: ..... :. '- :'" "', -._,._,_ .0_>;, ':- ;_._:~-';~_;'~;--.,)<~\:~, \".: ,~ . ~, .~ '. -" ~ ., 

.': ,,,y·\i'i ."-,>{ works this restorationl-Jill ·8J.so s(irvetoshol~ how their .' .' 
"--';'::}:::i~~·);;;;: ::~~'~:·~:< \ . ,,:. ~;" , ·:~:-~'.~t~--;-:-:~::--- :_::c-~ __ :_:_--- ---.,::; ~ ~.';- -~, .:;}~~ \:>' ". : --<--;-~~:--:-::.~~>--~,~~ : :'-\'-~-~h"-: :~,\;::;-.<~~; ~_ ; , ":':.' :.. . 

'>'{F ,'·: " .-<'".':, counterparts~lere able to, hold so manyinileso£ .siege line for 
.~_ ;:. :~:.:?i·.r~~~: ·;:S,~':~- r:" '·:«;/ ~:!".-- : :.: .. ~} -,-;,-,.-< -/; '--::.,; {~': : ·? .. ,:¥~ :::r~':,··'· J,' :'~",;<J~.:~,~'{ ::-,(-~.~: ,:- -', -" :~(Ij.l: ':~-'» --" -' >:;,··, ;·:::-;;:/:·,·~:~:,.<,-.'~:"i~\ ~)', . '~!\:',: . 

.:' :. . .... ": so long a the mth so fe~l men;' The difficulty in attacking :,: 
.,' > . ~. ;, , ', ........ ,:"· 1 ' ( . ' -." . " -- .'.i 

:·'i., ~ ::<:'::.::. ,:::'., . . . :~" .' ,.1;' 

such a position a.s Fort llashili ana the re<lsoIl,fny one defender 

~ .' 

I ;L'l such C'. \;ork could b" equal to three of all ... ssau1t force ,:. ~, -- . -- , 

I 
I 
I. 

I 

lio pai.llting or' mod';l~iol)~d have the .S8.7!O ' 
--- < .. ;. 

: before th'S visitor'. 
':; " -··.·.·.>_-/:f'~;:::·· 

futei.~~~ti·~~-,--vaJ.ue as an e.ctual"recons-£rtrction7 Fort Haskell '. ' -.. ', . '~,:-~ 

'.: ' ;'i~~ ch:ose'"1 for its h5.stod .. c ,i 5:tporlanc-e-as -a:-_Yitai ,parl, in the 
' ,-/ . " 

repulse of the Ccnf E::ci-qra te e.tte,ck agaJ.nst t he --- Union li:.les 

I 
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at For!; stecL'!l8.ll on March 25, 1865 and because of its ideal 

looation 1.'1 regards to visitor accessibility, protection, 

and maintenance~ Due to its present pronounced and extensive 

remains, most, if not all. of the reG.m.red earth could be 

acquired from the immediate vicinity. ~iuch of this earth 

would already be at the sUe itself. 

Provisions for operating the structure The proposzel. one-
. .. 

~iay Park teur tlu:o\tgh the Petersburg battlefields"d.ll be 

our major ,-isitor attraction. Tae'reconstructed Fort Haskell 
, .. ',"" .. -"'''.,'' ;,.> .. , 

~Jill be a vital P<lrt or trost-our and can be expected to be 

a major stop.' 'me trail thEOugh this exhib:i:t in placewl...ll 
·-c· .-,~ "'-' '-',-' ............... ,., .... ",-" .....•. > ... ' ... : ',' 

be seU-guided one with markers and ex.lllbits to illtel'pl'eL "', 

the a.rea. to the visitor. If .!utur€> conditions ;'-arrent, 
>-,, '< 

in.terpr~tive perso~,el could be stationed at the site du~L'lg 

times, It is believed, hO';lever. that t,he 
. ,- ~/" , ' .. . -

se.u-·gu:J.U<lU tour 1·;ill ad~quately p~vide' the infonnation 
.' " .......... .c .';. 

-» ~'-:-: :,: 

Sou~1t by the average visitor. 

Brief description of proposed const.rU.cti~zl · a~t,i-Vity'" The 
- . 

major construction activity ~,ill be the reconstructj.on or 

p.l.,at,JrOI~mS and the traverse, Concrete replicas of the 

g"'w.,,,!<;} 'fascin8&Jscnc~.-~"\JsJ fraise, doo;s ; '~houid :beused 

to mai ntenar:c'3 funds after th~ ' ~sio:ration is cv;npleted, 
""":::,::-, ,', ", "'-,', "_: , . ,:,': 

Tne excav-ati~nof_the S1..1rroU:.~qing ditche~andtr~nches rdJJ. 
. . 

provide much. of the ec\!'th fill for th-eparapets • 
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• cost of tc'1is restoration frcm P. C. t'. 11-:31-A \rould be 
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II Historical Da~. 

, ;. 

Th.e area. just east or Pet0I'Sou.rg, Virgin.i.?~ is in a 

level valleys. Until the spring and SUl;"wr of l!l6lf; the lo;'! 

ridge upon, ~.hich the Union ',",0;;", line .,i3 to be construct ed 

h~d a v·ary nondesc'ript histori~a1 past . Du..";...ng the Revolutionar',f 
, , 

. viaI' British troops, marching tm,ia.."'d Petersburg an.d then back 

'.' toward Yorktc,·Cl, passed. close-by. The i.'I1l1lB4iate area has 

gal'Jerally been fannla.nd or second-gro"th woodland • 

Durfug the sp!'fug ~~dSui:!1mer of 1S62,l-.nile ' General · 
;., ':;, '" >0/. 

}1cClellan baS be1ngX'epuis,edin his I1tte;,1pt to take Rictuilond, 
'. -.. ) -,,{,, ,". 

:':', 

Confederate authorities had desigued 

of earlh~ ;o~ili'~:ti~s which t-lere 

a.~d · constructed a s eries 

defense fox' the city in l e64 . After the ba.t.tle of Cold }!arbor 

' ~l ... ai~SPOlct.e..tion htJ.';) of Scnthside }li-!~li~. 

'j,ne baftle for Petf":!'Gburg ~se~ti -- -i4 ~-- ea~i:e-st 0..'1 June 15, 136h 

i'"UCC~5Sful.ly 

Although 
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be.(Hy GtltnUIT,bCI-eU c.nd fighting be'li.X1U hastily dug entrenchments, 

'the 18'ch;' t he Uniort forces a s saul'cedthis !x,sition bu'~ Kere 
,,: .. 

The cres-f;' "'0£ the" ~r:tdge ' - betl";ee..~ J: . . 
, ., 

the Unicn ma i "'1, line ·l':B.S to f onn .. "rhe two opposing lines in 

t his vicinitj- "Jere a,:.:t.r-c;nel :/ close,- h:i.th the pic~::e t. lin~s ' \<:lthin 

easy talking distanc e of each other. Although bce,'1.1l1 inL1iooiately 

niter the Illth. the Uclon line ~iC.S neve.' actu,'l.lly finlshed . ' 
)' 

Con~i&-{t. c"hanges ' aI.l.d alteraticns".-ere made 
':".::;<-< "~.~... .. -

!nearly Sfpt ember;1864, &1: irlSpe·ction .?£. ~.e.ct:0~~t ,Nl!.!!lber 3, " 

,during the siege. 

which \,'<1S soon M11a~lcdl"ort H.,.sk,;'ll, · Si;O"~ tha(J(~Je,s largely 
- ',.1 , 

incapable of defense . The r-cC'.1' pitrapet liaS oniYaboutt1fo fe~t ' 
<.-

high" ·tlil,,, the front Par2.pet~Tas 
. '., : ~ 

,.', 

~host sev~nfeet high and 
.. 

notequipp.3d wi th1::al'lCJ,uei;j;",s; ' 1'hO s\.,perior . sloyo ~ia$ hor'izcna,l 
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Feder-a.}. a....t,illery along this i1;dge ,</as directed ag<cinst 

Confederate batteries in an attempt to suwort the aborli;:6 

Union attack ag;;;.L'Ist the Crater en July 30, 1864 and • . lat& 

in the eVening, C!! Nove,r,cex- 5, le64;' e. lIdnor Confederate attack 
. ' . 

C<.<>-ptured a portion of the Up{ on picket line ctlrectlyin . fl'ont 

Divis:i.cn, Second Crops, the ~"'1it mar.:..L"li..'1S the line", this secticn 

of the picket, ~d been poorly ccnstructed <md locded across 

a. pcr..d il'on the UnioIl -main line and its loss lias not s~ric:..!s. 

.Bo atte!~rpt to ragaL>i .this lost .section. "as m;;.cl.e • 

Fort Haskell's g~..-at day in history came on He.roll 25, 1865 

~!he.. .. it ~lasheavily involved in thetightingaz.~u..'ld Forl stE!dman, 

a short distance to the liorth. l~~iy L'l the ~Jftcin~h General 
:, .' 

John B. ' Gomon's Confeierat" division, along hith detacll';tC!}ts 

frC\'a ' other\lt'lt.s, . hit th~ .plain Union line . by ~urpr:G;e~d 
. .. :. . "._, ' . '.-0.,,: ___ ::,>;>_:>-- . __ -~. : ' __ .~ -." _. ~.y<-'-" ' __ .~:,: . ,-_ ; "' 

captured a portion of the lbeonbothside~ ~fFo::t Stedman. 
, - -- , -,. . - -.-\ . -. . . ,-;-- .-

to t he $cuthc 
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'. 
• .as ~Iell as- the gu..'flS art their o~ .. .n If:Ei .. l'l liJle " TI,; s, ccuple:d . 

• • .. 
• vol!.J.r.te:ar . cclor ~;UE'_!..J. cros~3ed Ci1 tha r2ilings cf the bridge 

I 

• 'lUis heroicdee~ gave notice to t~le' U!1ion batt,ories th::.t t?l·.;1 

) I rOI"~ sUll heM out 3.."ld the Union sh,el.lins stopr0'l. 

: BY this ti:ne. Con.federat~ col1.iImsfrcr,\ FC'n Sted:!lan h",cl 
.. .:, . 

• .. '.~ 

been halted in their ffiovemci1t, along 'a::u i";rontil. :" flanldng fire 
, " ,~' .' , . 

.fro-a Fort HoGil var-;! to the north and. Port HaskeD. to the south 

• had for.::cd the enGI:1Y into the captured bomb-proofs a."ld consq1.lcntly 

• end s\,eep 
" "'< 

:i~ ' to\'I~!'d ~!eade _~s ' Stritiou1 a:ril~jol' Union S1.tl)ply derJoto 
, , 

• • "'".,. 

• 
• ,.~. ,',1 f," ._"" :'·' •• ·.,' .11· CO ... ~"" ;',. l ... (.'!.·.·l ~-. !--. '" s fe.. -... 1-:· • C~f- "'i " ',,-. ~ ~ ..., ~ . ..: ~'1 " " ... .. l'·..! ~~- . ~. ,~ _ .. ~- ~ ~ ! _ , - .... ,,_ _ . ':: '., .... ~: -..;; ....:. ~.i.."-" ..:·c ....... . 1.,, ~ .• • i-,.;.: ... / ..t...:. ~~ , .• ; ;.. ... -, 

• 



I " 

" • • 
'I, "\ ) 

'I 

1 to silence t.he .a,:;.s:~ell. gu..'1.S ti2.S bee-ten off. These guns, 

I 
1 
I Ol1Apr~n 2 aLtar lG2..l"'nmgoftlle t.i:n.Bly Union vlct.o~.1 a-t Five 

Forks, Grant applied prB5sul""e: all a.long his fr·ont; but the 

1 
I' 

1 
) 
1 
1 , ...... -... '.' .... ,-.. :.:' 

I 
oJ: Lee. 

B. bUilder 

I ~ne tortificatich l;'as from 

the vax1ous>ur!.its in and NJn th 

I Corps. 

1 
1 

HI 

I 
1 
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except tor a Sll'.all opem..'1g j.n t he gorge, . or r ear wall. To 

protect this cparl.ng, a ' travers~ )':tflS canstructed parallel to 

simple earthem fort, b~lt for protection an<! not designed 

for, it~ art5.$t5.c 'vallle .. 

, , .':'" ~ 

Th"J:sti..l'lg structure A1thouglJ t.he existing ' e.:u>th~lorks are in 

verJ good condition, T.;lUcn of the restor=2.-cion "data ~1:U.l eerne 

. . ' , " 

as magaz;!.nes; bombpl'oofsami l:larb~tt 8s. Cor.1r,a:l:'ison of the 

that fldditions to the fori; "!ere made art$r . . the pla.'1s wore 

d ra;,TI. up. 

or bCI!lOproof !-!a$ built. Thel'e are s everal ' 

which could be the remains of 521<,11 splinte!\-

holes ' l ett. by relic~hu.rite1',5. P.rch~~ological 
" -, ;'< .- ;.~ ,: .. ' f "::, 

~~:tll be ncedGd to d~"t'~niti.n$ .'iGhiu ~ 

"-.:- ,'fhe re!x-lY'~i.'1g para;..-ctt. are '~ppr(J.r..:lro.atelY thr·ec ' ~!1d cn8-

ha l.f f(!et to'fi 'fe 'feet '~b;~iihe pi;.!:ade. The ;;;oa~1 for the most 
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• necess-:srily built .. 

• 
• 
• 'this he.s d.es troy-e-d 

• 
• ') • verify this s1.lpposition. 

• it. stool. 

• 
• plan ol th~ fort J'l-'"om the. Arrit:;;' Ellgineers inclicates, 1.-ri. th 

,- .... - ... ,-

• 
. . 

a. cross-sec·t,.icn: the n1:1gaz; nes an.a. bo::bl>rocfs" 
;: . . ' '. . ~ : c" 

!!,seded to deter1.dne if the'3edj2~.eh~.iicns weJ.~e used en the 

• -. 
• • 
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After the reconstruction has been- cC!npleted, the 

odgdnal earlh;~oI'lill ",:ill either have been obliterated or 

covered over. Therefore a cQrrplet.e archeological cross-

s~ctj.on should 'be doce first,... This 1\~uld locate a:n.y 

origina.l .lD.c:.t$:rial still in e.,...v;:lstance • . Research on the 

var'ic'.},s J;."roettes a~d ban.;uette C>.J;"'...<lS could indicate if 

these st.ruduI'es ~lere coveroo~ or faced, l1ithplanks. It 

is probable$ but hot kno~m.;ithat gunplatforms ,lere used on 
~;....;..;:t 

the barbettcs. Research could prove t his .;as actually the 
If 

case. 

to a special.i.zed Historic SU!"!roY archaeologist for aCCUl'a te 

detczuination of cost and tjJae requirements. 

Fu:mishing and Exhibition data 

Plans fO!' ,.r~rnishing the various strtlctures tritil;ln the 

fort and for e;:thibitingthe area have not been finalized; 
.: ~ ; ,.. . 

Qle of \:'1';0 pl;'..ns~dJ.i be r~llo,-:ed in this area. 

Tb.c b~lbp:c·oofs arldw.aga.2lne5 could be open to the I~ubJ..ic 
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• 
the 'Visitor's st8ndpointil As to the exterior fur:nis;lli""1gs, 

arlplrOjpria,te artillel'Y pieces will be placed in the tort and 

~Ioodell faci.>'lgS and plati'oJ:us "ill be insta 11 ed, moet 

fue visitor to Fort, HaskeU Hill have a self":guided 

,,<:'S',::.'" plaqu.es, and probably pai."ltings .,ill interpreh F01!~, HaskeU. 

visitation and public reaction W<lrra!'lts~ this will 

_.- ---------


