
Part I 

Grant Pr-epares to strike 

D-2/". 
File: 

P"""rsh",, 

FollDwing the battle of' DentonvUle t ~i.ajOl:' General 

Carolina. Here .3hcrman's troops rendezvoused wit..~ the :force 

C11;;' Po I.nt. V irgI.nia. 

Sherman stated th..'tt in oasa it became neoes.sary to bring his 

II ~ Group" to the Petorablr& front to enoompasa tho def'eat o£ the 

Conf'ederst.ee, he would be reatJiy to march 1:;r April lO. 1:t he were 

.an attack. on Raleigh, No:toth CaroUna. Mt.er executing t.h1.a teint, 

Sherman's tfArtqy Group" .... ould VUal" to the righ't. stzoild.ng the 

Roanoke R1.ver near -.iel.don. UoX"tb Carolina. 60: mi.l.es south of 

Petersburg. At ~.JQldcn. $herman'!J troops W)uJ.d be in an exoeUent 

posi.tion to llP'Ve to Burko's St,a:t.l.ou t the ~tion of the Southside 

and the R1oh."'IDM and DamrU.le railroads. The oooupa.tbn or Burket 3' 

station would enable Shorraan's "fl:ottv Group" to intercept f'lCneral 
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Robert. E~ lee's Confederate arnu in the event that. it should be 

compelled to £all back on either Danvil.l..a 01" Ienchburg. If'. in 

the meantiIoo. I.ee's hard-t'1&htil'lg Confederates oon'Unuoo to hold 

Grant 81. bay. Sherman would. je1n the Union arm1ea operaUng against 

Petenoborg and R1olmoJXi. 

0l"Imt. aut.borized She::rwul to oal'1:'7 out Ida _star plan. 

This waa eond1t1011ed. on the st1pu.lat1ou that Sherman received. no 

turther' instruot.lone. CIftnt., 1n turn. ~ to Sharman the 

plan o~ operationa that. he had. matured. The l.1wtenant general 

..........unc e'lated that he l1opod _ plan wm1ld l.eaQ to on ..... ~ 

8'ftCNAtion o£ the Petersbu"g l1noa l:!Y lee's arBO". The moetJ.Ds: then 

1 adJo....".,.\. and SheI'I1oan .... _ to North Carol1lla. 

By t.be aftemoon of March 28, Qrant. had COJapl.eted h1s 

dispositions. The 'l'arioull WIlts of b18 ..,b1le IJ'tr:tJd.ne: force hIId 

..."...j into their &<1_ stac1»g ...... and tho troop. ,......, esger to 

take the of':t_"". 4t a etef':t _""" 1D Oront'. Cl.tIr A>1J>t 

headqu..a:rters. a MJ'1es o~ ~ were dratted. OrQnt hoped these 

would. set 1nto .,t1on a oba1n reaot1on wblcb. would t'oI"Q8 Genaral 

Petersbu:t"a defanaea. the Un10D gemrala bellwecl t.ba t t.hGir 

oupoP1.or ___ ... b1UV wuld _ the cleotncUDn ot 
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In accordance ..nth t...'-le plan or oparaUons outll.ned by 

Grant. the coI!lllQl1der or the ~ or the Potomao. ;1ajor General. 

GeorgE! 0 .. Heade, pl'epared n set c~ 1nstruot1ons for thE) ~nce of 

his corps ~s. Major Oenoral Amrew A .. ~ vaa to 

hold the troops o£ his II Corps in the.1r C4mPIJ until 9 a. m.. on the 

f'o1.J.ow11,g da;r. ttunleas pNV1o~ noUf'1ed" that the .Ar2:lv of the 

James was in pos1.twll.. On mvi.ng out of tho inveatment. line. 

Humphreys was to talce position \d.th, Ittrl.a right reaUng on or near 

patrols would then be ndvanced. If' the Conf'edet"ates were 

d1.soo:vered outldde <their 'WOZ"ks ... ~ 1I&.S to attack and drive 

them. into their f'orl.ti"'1eaUona. The 11. Corps' train was to be 

parked near the Cn:rmrt ngs house.. 2 

l..:ajor General 00G.V91"l1Wr K. '..r.vren 18 V Corps was Ql.ert.ed 

to be read;y to march at an hcur derigrlated b;r Made. \{anoen was 

.-niabed ,.,t to pro_ ~lld the jw1aUon ot the VIl\1IIhan anti 

Quaker roads wtt1l ~8' troops had: reachecl t.heir 1.n1t1al. 

battle stat.1on. Onco he had reoe1wcl 1nf'orma.tl.o n tba:t ~. 

was 110 pold.tion, W"""", """ to -....... alDt>g the llOy'dton pl.tmk 

road.. 'l1le V-eorpa was to take poa1tion 011 H\uupbreya t lett with ita 

le£t tlJmlc relWJed.. W'arretl... Uk. ~. was to throw i"orward a 
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strong force of sld.rm1sh-ers. These would 'be ohQrgeci wiUl the task 

of driving in the Confedera.te outposts .. J 

The two other corps (the VI and IX) which constituted t.lle 

!.r'flU of the Potomac t.'et'e to remain where they VW'e~ At tr.e moment., 

these two corps were hold1.ng the investment 1.1.nes east ar.d sou th or 

Petersburg. !n eaee the nebelJ, should pull t.:-oops ()ut o:f the 

Petersburg defenses to meet ~ Union turning mvement, the VI and 

IX Corps were to att.ack. 4 

General Crant, h1.rrIselt signed the ordeto det.aU1ng the 

o.a:va!ry'a role in the projected of'hnlrl.va. Major General. Phil1p H. 

Sheridan's tt"oopers were to be on the JrDV8 at the enrll(tst possible 

hour on the 29th. Tho cavalry'.s line o£ Mrch WAS not to "be 

"cOnf'1ned to aJ\V particular roQd or ~s".. Gt-ant. however. 

suggeet.ed that Sher1.dan march "by the nearest roads" passing to the 

N8r of' the st.ag1ng aroa oC3aup1eci by the V Corpe.. To outtlank: the 

Conf'edorate •• Sheridan. aner having passed boyo'" the lett nanlt 

o£ the V Corps, was to str1lce f'or D1rnr1dd1.e Court House.. Crant 

observed that it. WQS not. b1s lllt.enUon to at.tack the Rebels in 

their antrenohlaente. b..t.t 1:.0 f"orce thelll to abandon their pDwerf'Ul. 

fortU'1cation to awld be1ne: enoi.reled.. In case the Sout.herner$ 

should. leave the protection of their works and attack the cavalry 

collatn. 3!18r1darl was to hurl h1s ent1rft f'orco n:a-ainst them. Grant 
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prolld.ro Sheridan that the ~ ot "the IIl"Il\Y will engage or 

follow the enell\Y as cireumat.ances w:Ul dictate"-. 

It the Confederates re.fuaed to take the field, Sl"wridan 

was B," thor1zed. to eut. loose fi"oll1 his baso and Sltr1ke ror the 

Richmond aOO Danville Railroad. Fu.rth~ro. 1l it should prove 

feasible. rhar1dan was to ~ havoo on the Southside Railroad at 

some POint bet.lreen Pete%"sbuJ:'g and Burket!). st.at.1.on. Af't.er having 

wreaked the t.WQ ra1.l.roads, Sher1.d.a.n was given t.wo alternat.1.vEls. He 

eould either rejoin Grant1 9 "J\rlqy' Group" u.aJ.ng a route to tha south 

of his l1na of advance, or he could join General Sherman's (orces 

in North CarolJ.na. S 

A.tter rea.ding his 1nat;roQctionat Sherid.an walked. out. o£ 

Orant.18 tent. Tho gener;J.l. desiring to have a private aonver-sat.ion 

a1th the cavalry leader, f'ollDwad. If. glance ooll'rtnoed Ol-ant that 

Sher1.dan seemed to be "BOlISWbat diaappo1.nted at. the idea. poas1.bly. 

of having to cut 100"" ~ fro .. the Anv of tho Potomae, aD<! 

pl.a.oe b1.msel1' between the t.wg arm1es LI..18 atld dabn&lt.on' iJ o£ tho 

$ll:IltI\Y". S} k1ng: up. az.ant saifl. "ew n.l, th1.s porti.on ot yCtJ.r 

instruoUons I ha."w put in mN"e~ as a bum.. If Grant. thIm in:formed 

Shor1<lan that be _ted the ____ t that """ about to bogl.n to 

reeul:t in the Fedarala f pasaing aroun;i Lee's r1.ght ;flank. This 

would. £oroe the Contederat.ee to evacuate Pet.er-al:w;og ani R1chtoond 

and .lead to aD earl,y end of the long blooctY aon.f'llct. Continuing, 
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G:rapt remarked that "the nat.1.on had alread;y become NetJ.eS8 and 

disco\U"agad at the prolongation of the war, and maqy- believed Ulat 

it '.lO\1ld never term1.na te except qy OODlpr'Ol!1ise." Grant .l.n.formed. 

Sher1dan thtlt the reason ho had included the paBSagG8 pertaining to 

the eav9!ry joining Sherman vas ~Ul.t unl..EtSB M.s pl.an proved. 

successfUl. 1.t would be 1n,.1t.er'pret.ed as a di,sastroua defeat.. 6 

Under the cover of darkness on '\:.he 27th. a portion or 

Major Goeneral Fl:bmrd O. C. Ordt$ !1¥'W,I or the James lUld been 

w1."t.hdrawn from l.ts campa on the north aids of the James R1ver.. As 

the 1NCCIe"81!11 o£ Ord.le MOvement. depended. in a gJ'oat ~ upon its 

soareqy. the ienBl'Rl took a rwupher of pr-eocm tlon:h Sev&ral days 

betore the projeoted operat.1on, Ord qulot.l3 wJ.tbdrw f'i'oI:Q tJu.J front 

l1.ne n.,ut of the troops detaiJ.ed to aooomparor his expediUonary 

f'o.rce. Attar IGAldng a del'llOnO;tratlon age.in4t the CoJl1"edc'ato. 

B&l"'tbworks 1n the D .... ·bytown road sector. ora concentrated.. j.t\n 

~ cal.cm.lated. to be QO.D08aled fro. the eree o£ the lU9bal scouts, 

the Wl1to sla_ to _all to the Soutbal.de. The to-oops that ........ 

to b$ left "bah1nd.. ware kept. conat.an~ on t.be move. CaIpJ-were 

eh1.1'tecI. ~t pat.-o18 -.. _t out. at fIIeq\<.nt UIt.onals to 

haros the Conf'ed.erate outposts. To deaden the 5O\UXi of' the 

marohiDg coJ.u.suns. the pontoon br1clgea aerosa wh10b the tJooopa were 
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hen the XXIV Corps !:lOVOO out.. ~iajor General John Gibbon 

took two of this three divisions with him. Pr1gadir.r General 

Charles I\,wens' division was left 1::-ohind to hold the line ()f ;.rorks. 

Cno division CPrigadter General fl111am. Birney's) of the .':.JJ/ Corps 

r,llso accol'l1p:m1ed Ord when 11.0 IIVvOO to tJ-m Southside. Crosstnr; the 

James :~ivm.· at teap ::ottom. tho troops of the :o::rv Corps, Frigadier 

General Jc>hrl ',f. 'r'urnar's d1visian in the lead. ffi9t"ahoo. to Troadway 

l.tm:i1nc nn the Appol'Mttox River. To avoid congestion. Birney's 

rogro div1.sion crossed the James Eiver ,,-t Varina. :EU-ney-' 5 troops 

rtmdezvoused with Gibbon's eol\U1Jn nt BroDadway Landing. 7 

'iW 7:40 a.:n. on t.~p' 28th. the last of IJrd's ini"antry had 

crossed the Appol1l8.ttox. Turrwn:-' s division which had the lead 

pushed on toward the ?etersblrg li.n~lS w1tOOut resting. Gibbon's 

,jther divis1on, Br1gadior r.enernl Rol::ert s. Foster's and Birney's, 

was' b:l:dly jaded by the night JI'JlU"oh. Ord. there£ore. permitted 

these two 'U1'J1.ts to halt. untU. noon. The recent heavy rains had 

turned tha roads into oaeam of l!A1d. Consequently I the Ar1lfY of the 

James' trains WQI"e "much delayed". It was a munber ot hours before 

the last or the heav1.l;1 loaded wagons had rolled acros:J t.he pontoon 

e bridge. 

Once the troops had c.nught their secorxi w1.nd., the :¥lTeh 
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able to overtnkc :urner'a division. At. dusk. Gl.boon'::I tzoops want 

into CKl;) near- Fort. Siebert.; r:irnoy' s t.roops bivouacked neat" 

Humphreys' :'itation. The grounl occupied b;y the .U"!:;w of the J&Il.f.'S 

:::eneral Gibbon .... as pleased with the wa::r his troops had oonducted 

the J6-mile march. i1a reported that. his soldiers had. pe:r1"Qrmed 

"one of' the {.vst remarkable marches on record Idth very £ew 

stragglers". 9 

Oro's cavalry f led by hard-riding Dr1ga<U.er C"l9ooral 

side Qf the JrutteB ]~lver ,m the evening or the 28th. Croas1ng the 

James at Varina and the AppoD:lS.ttox at. ?o1nt of Rooks, the caval.r)"men 

reachEKl Haneock's Station at da,ybroak. 1.0 

The departure of' tho three WBl'IQ"y and one oaWll.ry 

division out the Urdon strrengt.h north or the .taznas ~ver to two 

divisions. lUh this great.Jy reduced force, ~·iajor General Cod1"rey 

·{ei tze.l was expected to pin L1eutenant General James !ongstreet t s 

corps in pos:1t.1on, wh1l£ the Arnv of the Potomac and. Sheridan's 

cava.lry turned the Confederate right. In an effort t.o deceive the 

Sout.be:zoners, the l"9g1mental bands bad been len. behind and th@y 

played as usual. On the nif;ht of the 27th am £'or several niehts 

attarwarda. roan detail.ed by ·,leitr.el kept the £Utes going w the 
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C3!lI~';:S of t.he troops who had accom.pnn1Ad Ord. 

I'e£ore leaving for tile Southside, General ':'rd. feeling 

certain th:. .. t Grant's attem;Jt to turn the Conf'fldaratel'l out of tbeir 

?otersburg defonse~ would be crowned with suooeas, left written 

instructions for ',,'s1tzel' B r.uidanoo in case F.ichmond was O'VElcuatl.'d. 

:eitzel 1"018 i.nto~'I1 as to the M1J.te he was to f'oJ.low to avoid the 

ilebel torpedoes (L:md nD.nes) when he marched his =*m into R1Clhmorrl. II 

,i1wn Ceneral ;~leade received reports 1n:U,oatiJlg that 

Ord t s troops ~rould reach the area bah1nd. the !I CorE!s by dusk on 

the 78th. he readjusted his time ta.ble.. Hwa:phreys va. alerted to 

have lU.a troops on the road tlr 6 a. I'll.. Upon the reCtllpt of this 

news I HUldphreys draf'ted the orders which would govern the :;:r Corps' 

IOOvements on the 79th.. In accordance with :!eade's d1rect.lve, 

Hump~eys a:nn=nmced that his troops would be ready to !l¥lVG at the 

dea1gnatad hour.. Tho Vaughan road '..rould serve as the COl"ps' l.1ne 

of advanee .. 

Br1gad1..cn" General. ,;{UHam Hairsl divisl.on wou.ld take the 

lead. .\f't.&r Q:rOS81ng Hatcher's Hun, Hays was to deploy his troops 

north of the Vaughan road. HaiYs' :right 1'l,anl(. was to be Ql.oSft enough 

to the strelUll to be cowred by the a.rt.Ul.ery which would be posted 

at the p;)2.nt~tjlare the Vaughan road crossed the river.. BQYS' 

div1sian would aloo cover the Dabney H1ll road .. 12 

9 



Major General. Gerehom. Mot.t's di.vU1on would £ol.lQw Bays'. 

the Vaughan road. 'nla laf't :flank ot the d1.v1s1on was to be 

extended in the direction of the Gravall;r Run F'ri.ends I Meeting­

house. Najar Gentn"al N$l8on A. ll1les' d1.v1.a1on WDuld march beh1ncl 

Mott's. Once Mllos' division bad l"eachecl the r1ght bsnk o£ 

Bat.cher's Run. the ,eneral.wu to post. b1.s t.roopa on Mot.t'sl.ef't. 

Mile,,' battle l1ne waa to extend. trom the rlo1n1ty' of the Graven;,. 

Run Fr1etda' Meeting_house actoalS the Quaker road, 13 

Eacb d1v1e1on ~r was to 00Y81" bi.s t'rcnt nth a 

nroD&: sld.rm1.ah line. Once the d1v1a1ons had COlQPlet.ecl tho1r 

depl..oywmt. the 8k1nd.sher8 were to advance and. drive the 

Contederate outpJstB back 1N:1de tha W'01"U. 
lit 

Nt, " .., s informed h1.e sub:trclUlatea that. he EllApeoted 

troops from General 01bbon t 8 XXIV Corp. to relleve their Out.posts 

about, a. m. It Gibbon's troops f'a1.led to shaw Up. Ha3's' t.roops 

WW"G not to d4~ their 1!IIal"Gh. 'MS.ls. and. Mott. bowe"4!, vouJ.d eaah 

le8V1e a br1gacie bebhd to bold. the l1ne. UDUl G:l.bton'. eold1ers 

put in an ._. lj 

__ .....,.. _. and ___ d8pu to.tta 

opGDt • bw\Y dSS" ~ _ ... n ot the II Corpa. F.sch .. l.diar 

was 1,,1IWKi t~ da:Ya ' rat10na of bardtaak. cottee. and sugar. Sal:t 

msat. to last. to,. Dna dq was ra:UQnoci to eaab lncl1:'f1dual. ~'l'Iough 

oat.t.le to lAst the corpa tor three da.Ys ware out out. :trom the 
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army' 8 herd. These would ., dri.ven with the dlvWon hetr'4a. lD 

addi.tion, auf'fic1ent. bardtaok. cott .. , sugar and. salt to eu'Qa1et 

the corps ~or' anot.her eight. days was lDaded into the division 

suppJ;y wago"", Beei' on the _1' caleIUate<l to l.ast tor ton dq. 

wsa allotted. to the corps hard. Forage tor ei.gbt dqa \fIlS to b9 

carried alona on the expedi.Uon. 16 

Instead. of' the usv.al 40 roUDda of ammun1 t1on, eaob 

soldJ.or would oarry 50 on h1a peraon. ~re. enough 

ammttttltj.on to ~ 9"IIC7 soll:U.er with ano'Uler 20 rouMs was 

loaded. 1nto the division wagons. l7 

S1nce the 8I"II\Y' expected. to move ll.eht. and fut. the 

amount ot art.1l.lery to be taken along WM l.bd.t.ed. One four_gun 

batte!7' o£ 12_~ HaJl)leona IUXi ODe tour-gu.n battery of J-1nCh 

rif'led artUler;y ....... to be allo~ted to oaob dirt"'." __ 

bat.teries that ware to be lafi beh1nd ¥III"e ordered. to report to the 

IX Corps' cb1e£' Qt art1ll.ery, Br1.ga.cH.er GenlRal John C. T1d.baU. 18 

MrtaDwb1le, aen.oa~ W'ar.NIl }qd drat'ted. a _1:. or 

~M tQ COWWh tbe IlDV rlSl'it. of h18 c:IOrpe. In1~. 

w .......... ..- GIlt; hl8 plans in __ with • cI1rectJ. ... 1a ... "" 

by Mead. OD the 27th. 'tb1e: ~ra.nci\u1:t 1"01" aoae ,.MXplalMd rea8a'n. 

was DDt dall.......t to ........... nntiU the rol.l<N1ng _no Ma,jor 
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when the V Corps took: the tield.. Two ba"t't.4wie" and the corpa' 

pontoon trn,1.n would follow 01088 on the heels o~ A;yr98 1 1tJ.f!lft't.:ry .. 

After brea.ldng oamp at :3 a.. 1Il.. ~~$ t troops were to eroS'8 

.Arthur' 3~. Qa.i.rrl.ng the stage roQd. the division was to seize 

the crou:1ng oE Rowanty Creek De41r t.h9 ?ark1ns .farm... As ooon u a 

bridgehead could be established.. the p1.oneera ".oGre 1:.:'> l.a,y a 

"do'II.'ble b-idge tf • Onoe t.M t.wo batt.erl.es had erQaaoo t.h.e pontoon 

bridge. Ayresll dirls:1.on would proC6ed to the junction of the 

vaughan road and Mohk's ti'eck l"Oada. 

Major General CbwlbB Or1.f't1n',s d1v1.a1on was to maroh 

beh1JJd .;.,re.' ba.tter1e.s. The rema1.n1n& ba:t\el"1es and the wagons 

with the cmtrez!cbing t.Qol.s were to fol.lQw Oritfin'a sold1ers. 

Major Geft8Z"al Sa:n1el W. Crawf'ord.' S d1.v1.S1QD 'ioJOUld oome next... "l'bc 

corpe I tor-a1na wouJ.d br1.:r:JC up the roar. 

Attar ent.erll>g the Vwahan ro.... the (!Ot"pG woul.d _­

as ra~ as poH1ble by Wf£!I of J. K1.dd.' s to D1.mt1dd1e Court.. 

Boa... I~ the eJ.'J8I\Y were encmmterad. be vas to be attacked. To 

exped.1te t.be mDPCh1 the o:tn..cvs Wel"e admontsh.,c! to $88 that. the 

men ~ in thA ~ and d1d DDt. IIIboaUlB.. W8l'T'8n wvned that 

"lUI)" .... n ""W be juat.1fia~ 8bo~ who ••• /Jou. .ui/ wl.thout 

permieIs10n f'I.!or;ud, the div1.sion cownander. It 

~ ~ the case of ~, corps, Warrenls \laB ~tr1pped. 
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down 00 that it. OQuld tzoave~ llght. <U1d. l"ast.. In t.h18 re:speet.. 

':Va1'T'en rumounced that. as a 'battle- was ltexpeot.ed the oollllmUld lDIlSt 

be a.s llttle enC'Wllbered ae: pos&1ble and. prepared tor I\ct.ion 30 that 

nothing will haVe to be sent to the rear lfhen the £1.ghting 'begins. n 19 

~ f'1ve f'our-gwl bat.teries (three of' 8IIlOOtbtorea and two of rUles) 

would &COOI.llpQZ\T the oorps. The corps' :four other' attached battor1es 

woul.d be lett. beh1Dd. 20 

To Keep the Confedera:te3 in the dark a$ long as }X)881ble, 

'.iarren ordered t.he D&Ud.ciJJ.ns lo:tt behind. A:ft.er 80Wlding l"eveUle 

2.1 
at the usual. hour, the _1sWans would rejoin the1r WI1ta. 

Sbol"tJ.T aft.or j./at"l'"*n had. inPled the_ orders. be l"eCe1ved 

an 1IIportant menage from cmQ. 0pan1ns the d1.spatcb, Warren 

d1socwrtld that Meado had ollrlD8ad his pl.-rna.. The V Gol",P4 was l')I)t 

to go beyond the """,oUon o~ the VwgI>an and Quaker r<>ads until 

Oenel"t!.l HUlllpbreys was 1n position. Upon bd.ng intormed. that 

Hwupbrey9 lrIU 1"8Qd;y, Warren lIIO'Uld l"e"8WIlft h1a lidvanoe. 'l'urn1.ns: into 

the Bo)rdton plank road. i1arren would take position \f1.tb h1. right 

anchored. on ~t left .. 

~ bour8 la_ the thoroughl,y 00 __ ,. ....... n 

received. a tJW:od maaaage !roa Meade's headquarters. SOann1na the 

dlspat.oh,.. 'il~ Jmarno4 that HUuspbr'aya '\GG l.tbcMrt.a1n 01' his Q01"p,,' 

abillV to roaoh the Quale .. l"Oad. Aooord1.nc:q. fhunpb1"9¥S bad been 



directed "to p1.aee his right. 'WitMn su.pport..1ng distance o~ Oenara~ 

Ord •••• " !:Jurophreya wou1.d. th~n deploy h13: corps. letting his 

formation d&terroine where h1.s 19!'t. flank vould rest. In view of' 

the38 c1rc:uutanoos. Heade thought that it '.oIO\lld be best 1.f 

',varrenls corps mved up the ':'uaker road 1.nstead or the lbydton 

plarUt: road. 

T'h13 placed ;.;arren in a qu,endary. He had one message 

Boydton plank road. >loree I Warren did l'lOt. kmw th.'lt !mmphl ej 8' 

Humph, EO 8 marobed at 9 a. DI... the V Corpe would reach tha Jtmation 

of' the Vaughan and ~uaker ro.Qde ],0111 betore the II Corpe was able 

to get into position. ila:::_on, t.bfHoe.tore. determ1ned. to take up a 

strong position west of Rowu!t¥ Creek. Here he would walt wh1.le 

~ oonpl.&ted hi_ d1.apoo1.t1o.... AJJJ ..... oult. of b10 previous 

v1a1t. to tba uva in 1&~ at. the t1ma oOf' the bat."tl.e o.t Da~' 8 

&Oat. of tile Bo.Jdt.on pl..az>k roe<!. To be ~ to "".t either 

aventuallty, ~ clew ''''''1 to OQCNW tluI r1dge nth Q sQoolll 

, mer ot hU aorpa. 22: 
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l"eview1.nJZ his plarw. Major Ge~al. George Creok's d.irt.sicm -was to 

be in the saddl.e at. S a.. moo MovS..ne: along the Jerwtp'em plank road, 

Crook: I s troopers lIrftQ"e to mareh b.v way or Gal"Y t & Church and. Re.am s I 

Station, A detaobm.ont ot pioneers wi ttl three pontoon 'boats 'WOuld 

aeOolllpaqy Crook' 8 oolUl'8J;. The ca:val.r:l planned to Cl"OtrS Rovan"ty 

Creek .at Malone's hl'idce. If' neoeseary. the pioneers would throw a 

bridge aerooe the stream. Attar croes1ng the creek, the hderals 

would atrl.k:e for Dl:mddd1.e Court- House. 5bel"'1.d.an'a two other 

d.ivis1Dna, Major Genera.1 George A .. Custer t s and. Br1gadier General 

Thomaa c. nevin's. ~ to hit the road as BOOn as ~k'. 

Major Genera~ ·,.zealey H~tt. 

AU. the o:I.\Valryt I!!I wagons were to be aaaembl.ed on the 

Jerusalem plank road. They would be organized into a comoy smd: 

8aoortnd by a br1sada to be cletaUed by Ganenl Merritt.. The 

div1.s:1ons. 

Daring tOO advance to Malone t s br1gde I 1Itrons: 800U.'t1.ng 

parties would 'be tbroWIl out to reconm1ter QJ.l t.he roads on the 

lett of the eohwn.t 8 line oE march... After 01"088i.ng Rowan't\v' Creek. 

patrols 'WOuld be pw!Ibed out as tar 8. storv Creek. 23 
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on the 27th t.n:!ioated th3.t the Union armJ" vas 8tarUne; to st.1r 

reaUessl,v. las i"elt that within a. few days Grant would 1Jlaugurate 

art offensive des1gnnd to force the Confederates to abalxlon their 

Petersburg dtd'enses. \Jhen t.hfJ Federals tQOVect out. 1aa believed 

the;)" would direot their IIrtVfHll8nt.a toward the upper reacht!Jls ot 

Hatcher's Run. This meandeMng stream covered the l"ight f'l.ank of 

!Be's~. (RiDing about 15 Ddles west. o£ Potersl:urg. Hatcher's 

?un was t):)t a part of tho '\!II'a.t.er"sbed. of t.be AppmIattox River. 

Instead, the stream ran roug:hl¥ parallel to the Appomattox tor 

about seven Ildl.es and then it veered to the lIOutheaat to beoome 

one of the att'luenta of the Not.toway.) Between Hatcher IS Run and 

the Appouttox lay the tracks of the vital. Souths1de Ra1.lroad. one 

of' Lee I s two easenUal l1nka Wi. th the fragment ot the C1s­

M1ae1ss1pp:1 Conf'edoraoy not. yet ocaup1ed by the Yankees. 24 

General Lee real1aed that the SoutM1de Railroad would 

undoubUkll¥ be Gramt' $ prima ob.1ect.1ve. 1£ the Federal:s pJ.anned to 

drive the Confederates from Petersl::urg: without hav1ng to storm the 

powerf'ul tort1.t'1.oaUo.l:l8. To reach t.he ra1lroad. IAe con-eotly 

deduced. that. Grant 'WOUld probab:q =-0.., HAt.oher's Run at. a point 

some distance :f':ron1 the Rebel. l.1Des. To accompl19h this, the Union 

arm;y would have to maroh weetwa2"d. unt.U it reaehed a point. bqond 

the Confederates t r1gbt tlarlk. and then .tM.ke tor the railroad. 
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;'>~xamin1.ng his maps. Lee observed that the roads which tha Union 

arnw would use in gnitdng hi$ right passed through Ii wooded area 

whioh was cut up by numerous smtlll but tz-oubJ.esome B~. .18 B 

t"83\llt of the recent rni.nB. these wat.eroQ.urses oould bo expected to 

be runn1I>g bank ~n. 25 

Atter conSl.llt.1.ng all his ava!.lablm sourcea Q1" 1.nf'ormaUon. 

teEt deCided that the Union anQ' would probabl;y Cl'088 Rowanty Cz-eek 

at Monk's Neck Bridge. (Rowant;, Creek W&.a foi'Uled qy the contJ.uence 

of Hatoher t s ani Grave1l¥ runs.) Having ar'Osaed Rowanty Creek, tee 

bell~ tbs Federal coll.uln would _trike Lor the Soutba1de Ra.1lrcad 

tw WB3 of D1JJw1.dcH.e Court Hcu. and F1 ve Foroka. '!'be IfI8Z"Ob1ng 

distanQe e~sed was l.S ml18. - a day and one-halt a, t.he 

roads then ...... If Lee _O>'8d to .... t. tIl14 thNot l:u mere~ 

lengt.heZ'l1ng Ms .front., he: would. be compel.lec1 to exteM lWI linea 

f'r'om the Cla1bortle road to Il point. &eYeral a1lea we.t of F1ve F'orks. 

This would be a JrOloDgBt1en or i"our Pdles .. a d.1st.anoe the 

Confederate. "",,11;1 ... t. hope to _ten adeq\ulte~. Alzea<l,v. Lee 

had stret.abGd his th1n J.1.m alJmst. to the lreoak1.ng po1.nt.. On th~ 

twent,v-sev&n and one-halt Ja1le81 bel.cl by h1s intantry, !sO> could 

count Qll average ot onl¥ 1,l.4O II8D par mile .. 26 

HeJ.p1ng to hold. t.ne l.1nee on the north side "t the JI:llIle8 

were two dlvim10ne o£ LieUt.enaDt Otmeral J8lIlflS I.oD&~t·D corpa. 
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------ - -

,~t thi.s time. these ODOs form1dable div1alona had been redu.ced to 

a.bout 6,400 ef'reo.Uves. It would t.ake the advance el.ameata of the 

t.lrI'O un1 ts a m1.n1lmlm o~ 12 hours to reach the Petersburg area in the 

event of" n czo1s1B_ 27 Brigad.1er General ~wt1n 'tI. G&rJri SI und8l"_ 

strength liIDuntecl 't:lrl.&acle was attaobflCi to tonacstreathl corp.. Major 

General II'1tfiSl'mlb lIiJe's oavalry d.1.v1.sion was atat.1onud on the N1ne­

Dd..l.e rottd guard1ng the CTOSs1.ng "r the Cb10kah0IJl1JV. 1h1. div:;l.aion 

~ecl about. 1 .. 8OC officers and I\lIIn f b\l.t i.t vas two ~8' march 

from. the point. of' danger. 26 The only o1.her tl'oops north o£ the 

the looal Def'enee 'l'roop¥". Th18 bodgepodce o£ troops wb1ch ~ 

alla1gnacl to the DepQrtment of R10hm0rd totaled about. 4.250 .. 29 

Altogetl1e1- at this t.hte t .tee could WBWr oorlh ot the James atout 

10.000 1n:fantry. 1,800 cavalry. and 750 be&V art1.l.l.sr1I1t.a. To do 

this. however. he would. have to oall QQ.t all the V1rg1n1a Reserves 

and looal r.1"eJUIe ~pa. Without using b1s HOOnd l..1ntJ troope, 

Lee could deploy about 7.5OC intant1'y. 'FM.a11ls1" or Fit. lee's 

caval.r.v. onl¥ IImg8lt:reet.·1I two d.1.v1.sum.s could. be u...s. to :reintoroe 

the Cont'eclarate .. igbt. :JO 

The Howlet.t J:..1.n8; between tho J8lQeS and. Appomattox rivers 

WQ.S held brr ~r Oeuen.l 'rJ1ll1am MQhone' II inf'ant.ry cUn.1on, about. 

4,000 strong. In add1tiDn, tJte big gww along Mahone's JJ.na were 



manned. hoI seve:!"n.l heavy art1U.6l"Y cor..pnn1es and dEluchlllenta boom 

the Confederate navy. l-:a;:x:me's t"ront Was noarJ.y .f1ve PI1les long. 

The t.roops charged ...rith the dehnse eaul,d !'):)t be redu¢«i, beCaus. 

if tho Federals scored a breaktJuoough at this point they would 

cut 1'.Ate's arm;y 1%1 two and sever ool'Jl(llWlientiona between Riobmond and. 

31 
P~t.er$bu.rs • 

Hajor r..renoral John B. Gordon's earps, IJIlP}:Orted lJy a 

\ 
App'BUlt.tox River east o~ Petersburg to the poUt wIwJ:ooe Lt..eu.tonant.s 

Run passed Uu:-ough the Cont"ed.t!lr-at.a l.1nBe. GordOfjls.f'J::'ont. walt 

erui'l'sl"cd in the A.t.taok on F'ort StErcbNlD. GordDn waa able to ct.ploy 

about 5,500 aolill.&rs. !t t.h~ works had not. been so f"Ol'JDidable 

and all the ranges plot.ted. this would have been a hope1eaaly 

inadequatA3 force -ror the 'task 1rwolved.. J2 

corps hold the eartJufark. on Gordon'lf nght. Hill'. f'ront 
'\ 

ex:t .. ended :frtJm IJ.eu.tenant. Run to- the .f'ori.lfiaat10118 CO'\I'8l"1ng the 

Boydton ;.>lank road. at Purge.a I m.ll. '!'h15 was a d1at.anoe o£ more 

tht..n eight mile-s. and it was held. qy approximate)Jr 9.200 ott'108rs 

and an. " 

To th'!!- right of Hi.U·s col"?8. guarding the i<ib1te Oak and 

Cl.a.1borM: roads, was Li_tenant. Clenex"al RJ.abard H. And.eraon i • DlQaU 
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corps. 'l.t this t1.ma .. AJ:xlerson's corps consisted Q£ one division 

(HaJar Gansr;l.1 Bushrod R. Johnson's) and Colono~ Hilary p. Jones' 

artillery. Johnson's divi.s1on PiUSteroo ... 'bout 4,600 officers "nd 

men. )4 

'There liaS' no cavalry en the ru::'lIW"' s right f'lank. The 

nearest mounted fox-co waS XIljol" Oeneral. 41'''8", H. P. "Rooney" 

teels d1.v1.sion -...shieh was stationed at 3tottV Creale; Station, 40 

mile« away 'by road. Thora w$Z"e about 2.400 tZ"oops 1» Roon&J" lee's 

oo't1Umlld. On the 28th. whlle the :Federa.ls were preparing to take 

the :t1eld.. Rooney Lq;' a diVision was re1nf'orced by 11ajor Oenera1 

Tboaaa L. Rosser's division, approxilllateJ.y- 1,2.00 sal:>&rs. Rosser's 

bat_ d1vi11ion l\a<I been oerrlng in the Shenandoah Valloy. 35 

The only coDl8D1 whlch Oenernl r.e eould. oo\U'\t. as a 

TEII88rV'9 was Major General Georp E. P1.ckett' s division. On !1arch 

14 Piakett.'s troops had been t1"ansterred to the north side or the 

James to forestall. a t.hrea.te:e sweep by Sheridan t 3 cavaJ.r.v". ".'ihen 

the attack fa1l.ed to mat4r1a.l1ae. P1Cket"t', ~j)s had r-ema1n<M 

m-rth of the river. At. the t:1r.1e of the assault on Fort. stedman. 

Piokett'. <tl.v1s1on wa 0.- to return to the sauthe1de. Onl;y 

ene 1zois:ade. 13rigad.1f.Il" General George H. steuart's, was able to 

rea$ Peteralilra on March 2.5 before the attack waJII suspenied. Ellen 

so, steuart'. 'b*ooptJ were rot coPD%l1tted. FoJ.l.ow1J:2g the .taUure or 
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the att~.ck on Fort St..od.ma.n. Steuart's soldiera were perm:1tted to 

camp nesr the ci~. Two of ?1clcet.t ' s brigades (Brigadier OenerQls 

~ntgomery b. Corse's ani {1.lliam R. Terry's) were ha.lted before 

thq retlchod Petersburg and bivouacked on Sw1ft Creek. P1ekett' a 

other 1::rrigade. Brigadier GenerAl Eppa Hunton's, had remained. north 

or t.he Jamea. .\l.l tol.d. the etzoength o£ Picket.t's soattered ootmnand 

was approx1ma.telT 5.000. :':;incg the battle o*. Gettysburg. Pickett's 
, 

troops had. remru.ned. in the background. They" had. tn general. been 

assigned to quiet. sectors of the f'loont.. 1'he diV1.aion had. a high 

rat.i0 of deaert,l.ol'l4 ~ g1'V1.n« evit;l.enqe o~ tl low morale.. » 
Now, to Dmke matters "1101.'"88, IBe reoe1.vecl an urgent 

General Gazoyte sccu.ts had spot.ted Sherl.danls cavalry on the 

previous IIIJrnU1g near Malvern Hill. At tba t1me they lII8l'e sigbted.. 

t.he Union oavall'y was lIlOY1ng up the t-ight. ba.nk or the J.a:me8.. By 

, p. II1. the last of the Federal column bad. passed. tro_ view. 

(Oaryt s aaouta wvzoe correct. 0ev1n I B ami o..ater's oavalr,y 

dlT1e1.otlll bact ero ..... the James Ri ..... at DGep Bot-tom on tbe 26th.) 

In a.dd1.t1on. reporta bad ru.ched. I.c>aptraet's COIIIlaIXl poat. 

ind1oat.!ng that Sheridan's t.I'oopers had len ;..'h1te House in great 

haste. tww_~lG. aOO. 't:r1d.les, a large quanUty of amiIIWrl.t1.on. 

and .aJ\V saaks or oatil bad been le1't beb1nd. Prior to Ua c1eparture 
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from ,vhite House. it was stated tbat the 'lnirm cavalry had received 

2.000 i);oesh horses :from the rellPunt service. '<'he Contedera te 

scouts were a.lso tol.d by the inhabitants that the trooper:;; of 

Major General !\ugast V. Kautz's oavalry division had bragged t.hat 

they had l::een alerted and expected to go to North Carolin.'l. J? 

In resp:maa to this IlUWU. Lee deoided. to concentrate aDst. 

of h1s cavalry on the right. flank of his ~. A telegram. was sent 

to General Longstreet, d1.reot1ng: him to aend Fit!! lee's division to 

the Soutlutid-EII. longs-treat was not too impressed with General Lee's 

plan to coun:ter the Union t.hru.n. with cavalr;r. Old. Pete thought. 

that. instead of' str1pp!.ng all the cavalry from his .flank, it would 

be w1aet- if" tee const1.t.uted a specu.1 taBk f'Qt'ee to deal with 

Sber'idan l s hard-drlv1.ng tl"ooposrtl~ longst.rest. believed that t.hl.s 

task force ~ to be com.posed o£ "aD ef't101ont. cavalry foroe with 

tol'1lsu-eet t"fitasoned.. ~ld be able to wat.ob Sheridan and keep h1m 

ot!' the two vital railroads. It t.he Union cavalry jo1ned. Sherman 

in North Carol1mt.. this e:peOiall;r ooneUtut.ed task r~ vould.. 

reintoroG Oeneral. Joeeph E. Jobnat.on·8 Contedm-ate arm;y. IDngstreet 

conalllded. III bel.i.e'9"8 that. our cavalry, support.ed 'by" the 1!Jf'ant..r:Y'. 

will be more _eff'ect.1 ye againat. the 8D8lII5" r. ra1d.ers than our cavalry 

al.one. I bel.1tMl that such a. force 1n proper banda, w1.l.l. be able to 

i'>'uetrate ob.1eot ot _. a. """"'~ all of hi. _8 _t be 
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somewhat exhausted." J8 Lee saw t.he logio in IDngstreetls ugwuents .. 

The decision having been <I'.ade. U,ngstrfl8t draf'ted ordws foX" Flu 

!sa to move hl.s division at dayb'r&ak on the 28th to the Souths1de 

where he would 1"epc»"t to rl&net"al Lee. Since there was very little­

f-orage in the Peter!Jburg area, Fits Lee would taltt! all the provender 

that he could colleet with hSJa when he marched. Leela dlSfl1Ount.ed 

trooperB l'lCrQ to te left beh1n:i to man the 'o/Orks on either side ot 

the Nine-nd.le road. )9 

At the satl:le time. Ckmaro..l Lee had al.erted Rooney Lee to 

hold his div1.s1on ready to movB to t.ha point ot danger. General 

Lee plannod to masa all h1.s DDUnt.ed. troopa-, except. Gary':II brigade. 

on hie extreD1e: r1&ht.. 40 

In a desperate ettort. to 1norease tu.rtber Me cavalry 

foree t Gerunoal Lee aant an llI:"g9nt. telqram to r.t.a'tltemnt. General 

Jubal A. Earl,y. the aoamanier of the Department o£ West.ern V1rg1rd.a 

am East. Tennessee. Bes1des ln1'ol"lDlng F.ar~ that Sheridan's 

oavalry vall nproba~ on Ozoant.ls l.e£t", Lee 1nqu1red lnto tho 

poaa1b1.11.t;y or the departm9ntal COl!!!Mnier's d1.spat.ohing ona of 

Major General Iunstord. L. r.o-.xlll br1.gacies to Pet.ersburg. 41 

Ear'l,y replied 1mmed.1atel;y to Lee'a colll1lUl1oaUon. He refOll.ed that 

his department was in danger am 1 t would be 1iIpoas1ble to s~md arv 

troops to ?i:!t.e:rsburg. 42 

The newB reaoh1l1g lee's hca.clqwarterll from the scouts on 



the 28th was more t'ore't:nO.1ng than on the previ.o1.18~. Ftrst., 

thore was the report 1::zro\lgltt .i.n by Qn l.8-yeat" old g1r~ whose 

parents llved 1ne1de the Union lines, At. the risk of her ll.f'e. 

she passed ~ugh the Uhi.Oll picket l.1nea and 1nfol'"Dled the 

Confederate outposts that strong contingent. from the ArIttf of the 

JBJl)I:j!8 had aro.sed the JWQSs and Appoftla:ttox riVGl"s. Lee :immediately 

relayEld this 1ntelllgenoe to General. wrsgstreet. Old Pet.e then 

sent obaerwr'a to cbeck QIl the report. The .first soouts IoIho 

retUl"DOd to the Confederate l1ne reportad that the o~ UtU.on £'orca 

that. had creased the river on the IUght of t.he 28th 'Ws a BU.~ 

train. later- several of Gar;v'1t scout.s CamtiJ 1.0 and confirmed th~ 

ll!!rQ that Sher1dan's oavalr,y had. moved. to the Southa1.de. In 

a4d1 t1cn, they COJ'Z"SctJ,y re~ that Ma0ke.u81e IS divino» was 

Sltl,U north ot the JameB. long~t.'8 a40Ut.e 'IfW"e \lD8l::lle to 

discover whether 8l\Y o£ Ord t. 1nf'antry an:! artil.lary bad crossed 

the river. So tar. the III8WJW:"e.S 01'Cl had taken to conceal the 

movement of h1s troops were worId.nll to peri'ect.lOn. 4, 

tea, .bcnNwer, oould DDt. att'ord to take chanoes. In apite 

of IDng-street's f'allJuoe to pelMttrate the oorclon idt.b wb1cb Ord had 

ve1lec:l b1B .lJX)vewmta, I4e alerted his wtord1na.t.e to be prepgred to 

release all 1':..~ troops h~ could spare. As the next step in hie 

cUJjpa1gn to protect. his right. flank, Lee put into e:xecution the 



--------------------------

plan wblch longstreet. had broacbecl on the pJ:"eeed.1ng day. Ue would 

organize a special. taek toZ'C$ cO\llpOaed o£ oavaJ.r.y. 1nf'antry am 

arUl.lery to deo.l wi t.h the threat poeed by' Sheridan 18 aavalry. Lee 

realized that he might have to a\lgl\1etlt thi.s foro. if' the cavalry 

were suppo:rted by 1n!'tU'ttl'Y. Eue 1£ he did, Lea hoped to do so 

w1.t.hout being compelled. to draw troops £'ron! the detense l.1ne in 

su~ I1UDlb81"8 au to make a Um.on breructh:rougb inOV1.table. lee l a 

plan of operation vu, in short. a oomp:rom1Be between t.he detnolummt 

or a -..101' :force and Q lone a:ct.ension of hie alre.ady o:tt.emated 

dot ..... llno. 44 

Iss, therefore, asked tong3U>eet to des1.gNtte Pickett-!II 

dl vision aa t.he one to oo-operata with "the cavalry'. In acknowledging 

!sets eo1lllllWl1cation. Iongst:reet stated that he d1d not th1nk he 

oould spare Pickett. But. he cont1nu.ed, the danger would be mu.ch 

greater it Sheridan ~re permUted to destroy the two railroads 

that served. aa the ~ lines for the Arm:!' of' Northern V1rg1n1a 

or to ~ with ~h~ts aJ"lqy .in North Carollna.. IDnglJtreet 

felt that. the Cobteclerates l onJT recourse was to "PJ,t. a 1'oroe 1n 

thE! f'ieW that can contan:l q:a1.nst" the Federal.' roo'b11e strlJd.ng 

torce. 0ur10uel7 enough, there is no reOOl'd of ~ pl"'8UIJl1Mr:Y 

duouss.1on batween Lee and tongat.:"oet as to who Bhould QOI!B!!arxi the 

task 'fQ1-Ce charpd vith stopp1ng Sher1.dan 1ft thrust.. 4, 
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Once the deoia1.on to eonst1.tute a spaohl tank torce had 

been made, inatzouctione were dra!'ted a.J..e:rt.1.ne ?iQket.t.'a scat.tered 

brigados: to be ~ to move to the riFt. La. oould mt. bring 

himself' to IIIGnd the order author1z1.ng 21.cl<ett to start moving his 

brigades on the 28th. The general waG _Ull BPPl"'Ibens1ve lest the 

act1.viUea of !lluJr1dan t s oa:vaJJ.o:y were 8. .fe~ dea1gnGcl to covm" an 

attack IlOrth o.f the James. 46 

Bes1.de. u:preBs1ng revet. that. the ITpaue1't\r" or troops prevell"tMd 

Earl\r 1"rom d~toh1ns: rUntorcesnenta. Lee ordered. F.arq to send 

Uau'tMlant. Cokm81 1fl,1UatD McX,wgbJ1 n'a .Art.1ll.or;r Batt.allon to the 

F.t.er~buzoS 1'ront. 47 

26 



Notes to Part. I 

Grant Prepare. to str1ke 

1 Andrew A. Humphr9ys. k Vinr,mg CeRM'er sA. '§.S. - lll!..:!l:DJr. 

24.!la PQtoMe iIDlI !la .omx 2&.l.III!. __ (New York, 1959), ,22. 

2 IWi. :iaI: ~ lJla RpbtlJ1gDl A f.?mp1,laUpp 2t !sht Ogta,p1al 

Rasnrds 2i.tdMl1lDi2.n. e!Q Corfer'erAt.a Arm1,8l'1. Serles I, Vol. Xl..VI, 

pt. III. 224. (C1t.ed heNafial' .. 2. Ii,) 

) l!ll.l!.. 

'" l!ll.l!.., ~l. 

5 ~.. 2:34. Grant wished Sherl.d.an to strike the Richmond aDd 

Danville 'RAilroad near Appomattox. 

6 UlYS8e8 3. rirant. PerRO;pl MAmnk' $:l...Y.. 2.0 .9l:lm1. n (New !'ork, 

1917). :300-JOl. 

? Q,. B,., Series It Vol. xr:n. pt.. 1'. ll.6o, ll~, 1l?9. 12~. 1238. 

8 .Q. R.. Sarles. I. Vol. Xl'JII. p't. III, 2)6. 

9 .Q,. !l • ., Sari.ea I., Vol. XIlTI, 'P'. It 1160. Ul3. l2J6. 1239. 

10 ~.. l.244. When General Kaa!c.naie '8 divillion left. its CmQp 

near the New Market road it mstered 54 of'.ti.oe%"s and 1.629 enllated. 

_n, 

11 llad,., U60 t l221. In add.1Uon to De'wml l division, i>le1.t.£.el'. 

COlll.11and 1JIOludect Major Gen8r'al August. V .. Kautz'.s dtrts10n 01 the 

1 



XX< Corps. 

12 Q,. li .• :~erieB I, Vo1. XU{l. pt. III, 224-226. 

1) ~ ... 226. 

14 !lll.ll.. 

15 1ll.l.II •• 226-227. It it beea. nueeSGary to laave the two 

brtgades beh1n1 when the eorpll took the 1"1e.ld t the ona floom. Mott.le 

div1~ion WlU} to be rested near tba TIloker bouse bat.tery and 

B3tter1e,e C and D.. The trigade £rom X1.l$S' division was to be 

stationed near Batt..ery A. .I!:a!t.t 221. 

16 l.!!.l.!I .. 22!>-226. 

11 al.s1 .. 225. 

1.8 .tlas •• 226. 

19 §~ .s., Series I. Vol. XUlI. pt.. I, m-198. The Qnl¥ vehioles 

authorized to nccom:paf'ly the eorps &et'088 Rcvanty Creek ...... 1 one 

1Il8d1cal wagon Bnd 0:0& arJI\Y wagon load.ecl \11th hosp1t.al INppUee to 

each br1.gacie .. one anrtf wagon w1.tl\ forago tor 84ch div1.a1Dn. 1'he 

ambula:nee train \JC)uld oonatat of ()nB_hBlt' the veh1.clea aesigned to 

the corps. In addition t.o the gznmun1t1Dn each $Ol.d1er carried. on 

his person, anothe!" 20 round..a per man would be transported. in the 

ordnance wagonu. One 8I1tler'e vacon was authorized. to aoeompaf\J' 

each 'br1gade.. Forage to last t:oJ! one da,y W8.8 to be cawS.ed e1. t.her 

in the sprlJ:)g wagons or on the bQr .... 

The ..-1.Dder qf t.btt V 00.".- waao"" ........ to bo __ 

u. 



near the Parld..ns house, and supplies 'brought forward as needed. 

.ll!.19. •• 798 • 

<0 Q. lit • SeM.eB I. Vol. XUTI, pt. I:::I~ 2)0. 

21 2· li· • Ser18f1 II Vo-l. =. p~. I, 798. 

22 ll1..W,. , 798-799. 

2, 2,. B.., Series I, Vol. XIJII. pt. III, 234. 

24 D:I'u.glas S~ Fl-eeman. Ii .. t. W. - A BiggrAphy. IV (New York. 

1935), 22. 

25 ll1..W,.. 22~23. 

26 ~ •• 2}-24. 

27 D?1S, •• 24) 2.. E. •• Series I. Vol .. XlllI. pt. I, :388. The two 

divisions f'rolll longatr-eot.· s carps staUoned l¥Irth. or the James 

.... re ca=omed by Major Generals Char las 1:1. Field and Joseph B. 

Kershaw. 

28 Freeman, R. I. lB.. IV, 24. 

29 Q,. Ji •• Sarles I, Vol. XIVI, pt. lilt 13'1.. 

;0 l':reeIoan. Ii. J>. Ja., IV. 24. 

J1. ll'AQ.. ~ .2, • .i-. Series I. Vol.. XI¥! f pt. I, :389. 

32 rr_. 1. ~ .ta.. W, 2,. 
33 l.lAIl. Major ""nerala 0._. M.4loox aM Henry a..th led the 

two d1.v1.aions f"roUl H1.11's co:rpa charged 'W1th the def'enae or this 

sector. 



36 ~. ':'he density ot the 1nf'an'tor'.r and. the character of the 

various oones. as or Harch Z! I wre approx1Jaa.t.eJ,y: 

Zone and command 

Infant."y per 
lIlile oJ: 
defended 

line 

Fits !Beta cavalry on the N1.ne-tdle road. 1,600 

J.Dngstreet. W1th P'i.eld's and Kershaw's divisions 

• • • 

two and one.halt m1lee. ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Howl.et.t. UmL -

Mahone I. division (hea'vy worlca wi tb naval and 

• • • 

f'our miles. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

lmm Umat.epep1; Ru ta brnM' lWJ.-
W1lcox'a-div1.e1.on ot HUl'S corps (eome heavy works. 

1v 

1,)60 
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eh1e.f'~ field works). about tour and. O!le-nalf' 

m1l.es • • • • • • •• • • • • . . . . . .. 
Bethl s dlvis1en of Hilll s Corps (works or the same 

VPe 88 HUooX'8. though not as atrong. except at 

Bul"'geas' Mill), three an:l one-hal.:!' m1l.e.. .. 

Averace dena1ty ot th1a CObB ••••••••• 

ri.Sht.). ~ lId.l.ea ••••••• ........ 
Average den8it,y (:n..400 met!; Oil twntir-ftV9D an:! on&-

haU ..us. at llDo cIotanded qy l.nt'ant..-y), ••• 

1 .. 100 

1.200 

1.1.50 

l,6Oo 

l,l4O 

5,000 

Cavalry at stoltV' Creek. • • • • •• ........ 2,400 

Ordered. to stol\T CNIek. Rouer' _ d1"iJdon • • • 1 • .200 

37 Q. • .5. •• s..1sa It Va],.. X.UIl. pt. In. 13S7 ... 13Sth Q.. R. •• Seri.e.o It 

Vel. XLVJ:, pt. I, 11Ol. GeDaral Kate bEd. 00IUIBnded. the ~ 

division Qt.tacm.ct to the ""'" of the J.eaes unUl !Wah 20. On that 

date Kola'" _ deta_ and plaoocl 1n .... II" or an lntant..-y 

d1v101on 1n tile rtN Corps. CleI>eral MaoltaM1e ..... ther1 plaoocl in 

00" ..... ot the aova117 d1V\.o1on fonmol,y l,od qy _U. 

38 Q. B... Series I, Vol. an. pt.. nI, l'~ • 

.. 



39 ~. 13.58. There were :;8.5 men and. .5 off'icers in F1te Loe's 

di.visiol1 that were without l'OOunta ll.l'ld had to be le1"t beh1nd. 

40 Freeman. R. E. .1&1.. IV. 26-27. 

41 £. B. •• aen.e8 If Vol. xurr, pt.. lIT, 13.18. At this ti..me. 

Oene:ral lee ordered t.he lst Maryland Cavalry, wh1.ch was atat10ned 

at Oordonsville, to join Y1tz !.ee's d1v1.s1on. 

42 ll/l.sl.., 1362. 

43 ~r 13.59-1:360a Freeman, l!. ! . .!!!. IV, 27. 

44 l."reeman, R. E. ..... rv, 27. 

45 Q. l! .. Serles I, Vol. XIn, pt. In, 1:J6<>. 

46 Freeman. li. li. l§A. IV. 27. 

47 Q. 11., Series I, Vol.. XOO, pt.. nI, $. 



TKl:~ BA'l'TIlI () F FIVE FORKS 

Part II 

The Advance Eeg1na - The V Corps Wins the Battle of L!w1.s' Farm 

lang bef'ore ~break. on the 29th reveille sounded in t.he 

camps of Sheridan ' 8 cavalry oorps. As soon as the troopers had 

wol.f'ad down breaktast, the ott1.aera mu.atere4 and 1napeeted. thair 

unite. Aft.er the reg1manta~ COlIIIIUmdera had eatilJf'1ed thamse~ve" 

that eaob man had. drawn the prt3Iscr1bed f':1,ve claysr raUone. the 

tl:lir1:iy pounds o£ forage and 40 1"OUI'ld8 of 8IIIIIII1n1t.1.on,. the 't:uglera 

SOUl2ded. "Boots .and Saddles·. The oava~ thea sWns into their 

saddles. It was d..aybreak; when Sheridan's pow&lf\ll mount.ed. force. 

9.000 strong, departed. .from the Hanooak's Station stag1nc area. 

Crook's division. with whi.m Shar1.dan travelec1. t.oQk the lead as 

the troop&rs rode saut.bw.rd a.long the Jerusplem pl..t:mk road. 1 

The Qavalry cohulln urched. by ....,. at Garyts Cbarcb and 

Reams.r Stat1DlI. At Webb'tI P'U'lIl, the U1I1.cn vanpard. turrwJcl 1nto 

the Malone's BJo1d.&e road. Notl:d.ns ezci.UJ::Ig ooCNZ"red to IIIU"' the 

marcb wrt1.l Br1gad.1er General I. ll"'fi.n Grea'. br1.gad.e. vb14h vas 

spearbead.1ng Sber1d.an's advance. "sobec! Malone'. Br1d&e. Xuob to 

his d1apat, Sheri.da.n cn...oo.81ed. that. the Conteclerat.es had burned. 

the br1clgo. Wbi.le Gregg's t.zoooper8 ...... wa1t1zJg for the ploneers 
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[ to throw a ~@ across the stream, they were fired on b:r 

a 81Ull Coflchmllmt posted on the we5t bank. Dit!Jll!OUl'lt1ng, 

the troope£e away with t.heir Spencer oarbines. '!'he 

Rebela scathe pj,oneers q1l1ekl.v bM..dged Rowanty Creak. 2 

pers then ala t tared saraH the ~n& 

str-u.ot.ure. wward., the troopers veer$d to the right and 

drOY8 the :Cl"091J Stony Creek. Several prisoners were 

captured. ~onad. the Sou t1'lerners told Sher1.dan that they 

belonged tels division which was CSIlIped on the ·,(eldon 

Railroad .,reek StaUon. 1'hf) 1nronaa:tion gloaned f'rolll 

the P1"1aoJiGd Sh:erida:n that the Confederate cavalr,y would 

mt at'tack--"u.l column. Exa1I:d..l11ng his IllaPO, Sheridan 

observed. f,PUshad on to D1mdd.die Court House, Rooney 

Lee's oc.be f"ol"¢8d n to make a wide detour" 1£ it were to 

rejo1Jl thJortbern Virginia. Consequently, Sheridan 

dec1ded toJ 

ooluum l'uld turned off the Jerusalem plank road, 

the pro ... corp.' wagon tra1ns Wa!I retarded by "the alDoat. 

impa ... ~ o~ th1a seet1D!! of'Virgild.a. The 'thousands 

or hol-aesad h\lndJ'fJda of wagen wheele turned the roads into 

r1bbeae ojO~ w1oh1ng to be cIo~ by h1,. traine. Shar1.don 

ci&c1.d«I: tdithout thea. CUster's division Wtl8 detached and 

~ema1Md. ~'oS Bridge to ... ~ and protect the trains boom 

2 



4 
Roo~ lea's cavalrY. 

Having prov1.ded. for the socuritv ot hi~ trains, Sheridan 

headed for D1mt1cldi.e Court Houee.. Gregg's brigade eonUnued to 

l.eatl Sheridan's advance. Severa1 t1ro.ea during the mareh, Gregg's 

troopere cJ.a.sbed !d th SZIIall roving mountoci Confederate patrols. 

Thesa were aasilT bl'u.shed aside by the Union vanguard. The muddy 

r08da, however, fkOyad to be a bj,gger obstaole. It was 5 p. m.. 

betore the column reached Dinw1dd1e Court Houae. Even then, 

Batteries C and F. 4th U. S. Ught ArUUe17 bogged. down. The 

art1U.nate 'W1Q"e unable to gain the objective of the ~'a I'IUU"ch. 

Mter DCILNRJ'1Dg D1nw1dd.1e Court RoU4e, Sheridan 1X'sted the troopers 

or Drnn'. and Crook's d1v1e1ona so that they would. cover the 

Vaughan, I<'lat. Foot. Boydton pl.ank. and A.dams roadl!l. MJ aoon all the 

oU1(1ft'& reported. that their men vere in positioD. Sheridan 

perm:1tted their units to camp • .5 

cuter's Oombat1w C&va~n discovered that they had. 

been given a lIIOet unpleasant 8.881.gJ11aent.. when they 'Ie" detached 

and c:ltttaUed to CUV'd. the trains. It was law af."terngon bef'ore the 

het. of' the wagone had cronecl Rovntlty Creek. To their dismlll:;f, 

Cu.st.er'. troopers quiokq d:1aCOV1lred. that the road. west. o~ the 

creek vas waree. it JXl8nble, thaD it had. been on t.b.e opPOsite aide. 

The p ..... ge or Dav1.n1. an:! Crook's d.1v1alou bad. turned. the road. 

, 



into a stieq slime. In a fu:t.Ue eff'ort. t.o expedite "the march, 

custer organized £a.Ugue partie".. These groups were pu.t t.o work 

assist.ing the pioneers in oorduroying the road. .Progreas. hoWVG1"'. 

cont1nued to be agoniz1ngl¥ slow. :1hen darkness deseended. tbe 

bead ot the trai.n wau seven miles from Dinwiddie Court Ho\t8e. 

Sin~ the road was teo narrow to permit a night march. the wagons 

were parked. After pi.cketing the area. Cwrt.er perm1ited his 

6 
exasperated troopers to bed down fo," tha night. 

M a result of the eXOit.ement. erlgSDiered by the 

projeoted ot"teD81ve and the necelllll'ti1" tor making laat minu:te 

preparatloNl. tbu-e vas very ll.tUe sleep in the oa:&1lpS of the V 

Corps on the n1ght. or the 28th. Long be£ore daybreak the sol.d1ers 

bad been red and the 'Iln1ts: fonJed. As ant.101patecl. qres' dlv1s1on 

was on the road ~ J a. m. .As,soon as the l"Oad It&9 cleared, the 

other units of V CQrpa mt:mJCt out 1n acoo1"dance with the aarch 

mchedule established. by' ifanoen .. 7 ;.(1.th1n oue hoUl' and. ~ 

quarters, ~.' vanpal'd. bacl reaobl!ld. t.bEt place where the MaDic:' 8 

NeCk Br1c1ae bad f'oJ"ll,lR"q etood. Tlut tev Confederate. manning the 

shots at Ay.res' 8COU'ts betore taking to their heel.a. Obt.a1n1ng a 

preoar1.oue foot1ng O'Q the ru1n. of the tormer br1.dge and the fallen 

tree., ~ee' ".1ntantry 8crtmbl~ acrose the stl"e8lll. 



bridgehead was establ1.abed. a wmpe.ny of the 50th New York Engineers 

speed.1.l.Y laid a oanva8 pontoon bridge. Once the br1dge was declared 

pas$able for horses, tiarren croued with his escort.. Hailing !\)Tea. 

narren ordered. the d1 vi.ion eol'l!lJl.8J'der to r9nSGellibl.e his troops and 

%"$1!IWb.e the advan08. The troop. on the left. bank 1oR)uld cover tho 

8 
bri<liobead. 

For the first m1l.e beyond Rcwa.n1:7 Creek, the progress of 

Warren's coluua was alowed. l::J;v' the neeesuiV to remove ob.truaUons 

1'ro1ll. the road. The Conf'ed.erate8, to impede the Union advanoe. bad 

relled a I1WIIber Qt tree.. Unl.1ke Sher1dan. Warren had l1t.Ue trouble 

with "Qe.nel"al Mw:l". Warren rs:ported that, except. in the bogg;y areas, 

the roadis were dJ'Y. 9 

By 8:l5 a. m., the bead or the V Corps reachocl the 

junotion or the Monk'" Neck and Vaughan roada. Except tor the fev 

shot.e exchangecl at the 1:r1dp and. the felled. t1.mber, the Federals 

had f.UecI to _ allY oiaNO of c<>ntecl<lrate .. eUY11:;'. "..,. all old 

negro 'Who bad. betn:II hi"'", 1n the 'WOO4a near Cl-avt'0I'Cl Church, 

".arran learnacl that. there were reportedlT :no Rebe1 trooPS at 

Dimt:l.dd1e Court Eo".. lUI late u- the })I'eVioua dq. W'arren draf'ted. 

a me •• age eonta1n1Dg th1a data and. handed. 1t to Captain Gordon 

'tl1nalow. ~_ ~ ott1cw. aoco1ll.p4U\1ed by a ten""llan eaeon. 

galloped. oft' up the Vaughan road to dellver copies of thia d.i.apa.toh 



to Generals Meade an:i Rumpb\'oe;ya. 10 

FoUow1.ng the departure of '1I1081o1i and while wait.j.ng to 

hear frolll a.ruv h~., ';lan"im deplD)ted hi. oommtlDd. Ivrea' 

d1V1.sion proceeded to the 1Dt.araeotion of: the Qt1aker am Vaughan 

roads and hal.ted.. Two of Ap-asl brigade, took p).si.tklns at the 

1ntereect:1.onl the other vas £Ol"lDed into line of battle and sent a 

short dist.ance up the Quaker road. Once AIres I troops had moved 

oft the road, Orut1n'a divi8ion ocou.p1ed the co~ ground 

separating the headquarters of the Great and the U:t.Ue Cattail 

runs. Grltf1n1 s trooPS were posted. on the Chappell, Scott, and 

Hargrave farms. TlIO of Crawford IS brigades OOV8rad the country 

road leading to R. Bolaseau I B .farm on the Boydton plank road. 

Cravt"ord'l\I otlllJl" l:Q:oigaCl. (BrJ,gadier Qelll$I"sl Richard Coulter IS) 

guard4W1 the COl"J>.' 1 'b"aa. The trail2e were parked at the jU»etiol'l 

of' the Monk's Neck and Vaughan roads. U 

'l."he countl7. into whieh the V Corpa had marched and where 

the subsequent operations were to be oonduotef,h 

••• was ot the !'orest ld.nd co.llltllOn to 
V~, _inc well watend. by lNam.P'I' atreaJUl. 
The suriaoe wu level and the so11 clqey anc1 
8~. and.. where the. m1xad. topt.her I l.1ke 
quioksaDd. The soU af"ter the f'rroats or winter 
firn lAav. it 'is very l1ght. am :soft.. and 
hoot. aIld wheels f'1Dd 'but l1tU. aupport. 12 

Upoll queat1on1ng the 1.nha'b1tanta, Warfoen learned. that. 
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Br1gad1er General Huh, Barr1ngton' $ North Carolina Brigade had 

passed down the Q\laker road on the pt"eViOUIl day. The farmers 

stated that the Confederate tzooopel"a had reurked that they were 

en route to StoZ\V' Creek. 1, 

At 10.20 a. m.. Major Tf/Ullsm Jrq o£ Meade'l:I staff' 

gal.l.oped up to Warren' 8 orunmBnd post, and handed Warren a dispatch 

from Oeneral Meade. Opening the lfl&a:a&.ge, '.iarr>en found. that. he vas 

to move his corps up the QIlak8lo road to the Orll9'elly Run ," 

Cross1.ng. Furth« SWN t Meade thought that it Warren sent QUt 

patrols on biB right., he would contact Humphrteys' lart near the J. 

Slaughter !Io..... 11> 

Rep~ to Meade's oolllllllm1cat1on, ~arr.n gave a brief' 

rellW!l9 of the posit1.on o£ his aorpll. He intormad bis supe:-l.or that 

his aldrm18hers on the Quaker road. had probabl,y aJ.reacbr penetrated 

would see that they did. Warren also passed on the 1n£orma:U.on he 

had pj.aked up aoncern1ng ~ '8 activiti ••• 15 

WU"t"eD prooullad to I181"k t1me wbUe h1.a patrols sought to 

estabUsh l1a1son nth ~t corps. '4hen the fiery Meade 

reoe1ved Warrenl!! l18aeaae. be lmCioubtedJa' 81mmerec!. It was evident 

that _ W.arren bRtt ~ted. h1.11 ordera. lnatead of' advano1ng in 
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the Gravelly <tun cro seing ~ Meade. cal1.1ng to his chief' o~ staff, 

Major General .Alexander S. "I'febb. told him to send a aeconi menage-

to Warren. Atter eJCpress1ng his approval 01' the d1spositions 

Warren had made to cover his lett flank and rear. the general 

observed. that "this :must not prevent yo'Ut" moving your corps up 

the Quaker road aCl"OS8 Gravelly Run ••• ." Once h& had crossed the 

strealll. t,va:rre:n was to forllL his corps f'aeing north. He waa to 

anchor his right on Humphreys I le£t.. 0nl1' after this l18n8U"er had 

been completed would Warren provide for the seaurity ot hie lett 

flank. If' possible. Warren was to ho1.d th$ Boydton plank road .. 16 

This message which General ',«ebb signed at U,20 a. 1Il. was 

entru8!ted to Captain Campbell D. Emory. One glance at t.he piece of' 

paper convinced Warren that he had m18tU'lder.t.ood Meade's 1ntentiolUll. 

Hailing a star! ortice-r. '~iarren sent. him racing to tell General 

Griffin to move hi8 division up the Quaker road. General Cravf'ord. 

was alerted to hold his command ready to support Grif'tin's advance. 

'rJhen he had taken care of this urgent business, ·darran informed 

anv headquarters of' the measures he had undertaken to :bIpleQ8:'l't. 

Me&.de f s inatl"'llot1oaa, 11 

Sho~ tberiJattar. General Meade and his stat:! nxie up 

to Warzo'en t s cdIiiband poet. Mtet- confWl"iDg l:rietJ.y t the two 

generale actOD!BIlflZded 0r1..n1n IS Va.ngus.N as 1 t trudged. up the 
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18 Quaker road. 

Unllke Sherldan'g and irian-an's earps, ilumphreyst did not 

get start.ed at the designated hour. It was 6:;0 a.m •• one-half 

hour after the scheduled. t1.ute, before HulIlphreya' advance division, 

19 Hays'. moved out or the PetersbUrg investment line. 1\Jrning 

into the Va.ughan roll.d, the troops passed through the picket line. 

Hatcher's Run was erossod without at'\V d1.f'tl(lulty by Hays' troops. 

Even before all of his troops bad reached the right bank, 

Hays sent a strong combat patrol oomposed of the 7th Nest Virginia. 

the 7th H1oh1gan. and the 4th Ohio to recotuDiter the area 1nto 

which the II Corps W'<lS moving. The bluQcoats advanced. about one 

and. one-ball' m11es without diSQQv9f'1ng anY Conf'ederJ;l,tes. They thEm 

retraced their steps and reported the1l" .l1nding to General Ha,ys .. 20 

Following the return ot: the patrol, Hay$: 'halted his 

division one_half mile west. 01' HatQbEll"lg Run. 21 In accordance 

wi. th Humphrtl)"s' ~truct.lona, Hays deployed h1s tzooops about Olle­

halt mile north o£ the road. Two brigades. Brigadier General 't'homas 

A. Snw'th's and Colonel James P. Molvor's:. were formed. into line o£ 

bQttle. MeI.wr·~,' right f'lank rested. near the run. The opposite 

side o£ th0 su-eam was held qy the troop$ ot General Gibb;:)n l s XXIV 

Corpe. Hays 1 other "trigade. Gol.one1 W'1l.ll.am. A. Olmsted' II. was hH.ld 

in res&l'V'8. 22 
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Mott.Is division followed Haya t across liatoher'e Run. 

,",bout one mib west of the run, Hott dQPloyed his d:lvision north of 

the Vaughan road.. 1\ro of 11ott's brigades, Brigadier Generals Byr-on 

R. l3.eroe 's and Robert McAl.l1ster's, were formed into line of battle; 

the other. Bt-igadier General Regis de Trobriand's. vas held in' 

reserve. The right .flank of E'ie:oo:e's brigade rfJsted on the lett 

flank ot Ha,vs' division. As soon as his troopa were in position, 

General M:>tt put them to work throwing up s. 11118 of earthworks. 2) 

Miles' sold1ers marohed out. of thetr Camp near the 

Squi.l"l-etl level road, olDae on the heels of l-btt's troops. By 8:)0 

a. m. the last 0[' Miles' division had Cl"(l8sed. Hatcher's Run. 

hu1n& beyond the area where Mott was maz"sbal1ng lU.s soldiers. 

MS.lee 'stopped M.s co1lllllaDd. Miles then f'ormsd his d.i.v1sion north 

of' the Vaughan road; Us right. rea-ted on Mot·tt, unit am its left 

24 on GravelJ3 Run. SinCe MUtt. had four brigad.es. be deployed. 

t.br1Ie of them into l1ne o£ battJ.e - Brig.atU.or Oerleral John Ramaeyl II 

Colonel Oeorge W. Scott'" on the r_ig;lt\. Colonel Hobert. Nugent's 

brigade wa held 11\ reserve. 2,5 Once the t.1:'oopa had taken their 

positions, breastworks were conetruoted._ 26 

all the artillery'" units attaohed to the 1:1 Corps: 'WM'6 parkod onoa 
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they had Cl"()ssed Hataher"a Run.. The Rhode IsJ,Urlers. however. 

unlimbered their four 12-poUnder Napoleons on the north side of the 

Vaughan road about. one-half' mile W9St of the watercourse. Once 

they had emplaced. their guns I tile cannoneers trained them on 

Dabney! II MUJ.. 27 

Whi.l.e the infantry was forming, Humphreys sent out 

several ~)l]()unted pa:trol..lh One of these. by 9 a. m •• had. BUOceeded. 

in opening oo1llllUJ1.1oaUons by way ()£ the Vaughatl road yith Warren's 

corps. A. second group had lIDVed up the valley of Oravel~ RIm to 

Yankees drove them. up the Qullker road.. Beyom the "old aaw-tD1.11.". 

tbe blu8C08ts were tired on by an infantry outpost.. Since the 

Confederates were proteoted qy breaatWQrks. the Unionist a returned 

and reported their .finding to General Hwaphrey'!J. 28 

When the c:l1vuion coJlllQalViers had. ooDlpl.etad their 

diapos1t1ons. thq covered tbe~ :!'roots with a strong llne or 

ald.rm1.aher •• 29 P.t.ro1s were then sent out to rltOOnlX)1ter. The 

scouts returned with the 1nformatl.on that. ths;r had. p1npo1nted the 

outlying Contedera\e defenses in this peter. They &tat.ed that the 

Confederate out-poata were shelt.ered. behi.rd. a ll.ne of breastworks 

cove-ring the approaches to Dabney's Mill. Th1" was al::out three_ 

.fourths ot a Dd.le in :!t'ont o~ the ground held by the II Oo-rpe. JO 

iluraphreys. ~. had to post.pone bie attack on these OJntederat.e 
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£ortiti.cationa whi~e War-ren was ggtUng into position. 

Early on the 29th. Gibbon's corps lW1rOhed out of It.a 

oamps behind Fort Siebert. In 1l0cordllnce ',;oith Orant'a orders, 

Gibbon's trQ.ops tIlOved into the entrerclnn.~ta formerJ.y held by the 

II Corps. 31 General Foster's d.:Lv191on OCCUpj.ed the :tort.1filcatlons 

from. Fort 3ampson on the right to Hatc::her's Run on the le.f't. J2 

Turner's d.iv18ion was held in reserve ruzi aamped. east of Hatcher's 

Run :near th9 Vaughan road. J.J During the early forenoon, t1olO o£ 

Turner's regiments were sent QC1"Q83 Ra:t.cher's Run. These two units 

were post-ad in auPPOI"t. ot the four guns of Battery B. lst :New 

.Jffr""T Light .,..tillery. 1> 

I.oitQJ" in the day, Gibbon, in accordance with Oro's 

instnlctions, saw thnt all his troops were supplied with four days' 

rations which were to be carried in 'their haver!IJaoks. Rations to 

laat an additiona~ eight. ~a W'«l"e atoreci in the corps' wagono& 

Tr:) the soldiers. th1.s was a cartai.n irxiioation that. a perlQd of 

a.ctive cam:pa1gn1ng; waa in the oUing. 3S 

General lH,rney1a Negro division. wh1.ch had aocompanied. 

Gibbon-a oorps to the Sau.thaide. rema:1.ned at ~hrey81 Station 

throughout the ru,y. :J6 

The news that the Yankees had Cl"O • .oo. Rovanty' Creek 

reached General lee t 8 headquarters bat"ore noon. When the 8oou:ta 

brou,ht in this 1nf"ormat1on, the1 stated that infant.r,r and cavalry" 
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had crossed the stream at Hank's Neck Bridge and were IIlS..,Sing 

to~"ard Dinwidd1e Court House:. 37 Ise, as he informed longstreet, 

was unable to dedua.e from. the4!l8 fragmentary ~port9 the immediate 

Union objective. 38 The situation. however, was so critical that 

lee would. have to take some act.ion. Brigadier General 3a:nuel 

McGowan I s br-igad.e o£ ·.a..loox' s div15~(}n vas P\lUed out of" the 

de£enae l1.ne1l on the east side of Hatcher's Run. Fol.l.o'W1.ng tru. 

withdrawal of McGowa.n's troops, ;-Ji.lao.x.te three other brigades had 

to spread out to oover tM vacated. rifle pitll. MoOowan'a br-igacle 

was nnt. to the sector west ot Burgea.s I Mill held 1:tY .f\nderoon I e 

corps. )9 

'!11th this busineu taken care o£. Lee cl1.rected Pickett 

to transf'er Corse I l!I and 'l'qrry f 9 br1g;ades troll the Switt creek 

stag1:ng area to Peter.,\::ura:. At Peterabt1rg, Pickett was joined by 

Steuart I s 'bM.gad.e. 'The three tr1gadea then entrrlned on the oars 

of th. Southaide Ratlroad.. which 'the railroad autborlUes had 

prfIViou!Jly a:pott.ecl in the Petersburg yards. The troops were then 

sent to Sutherlal1d' 8 stat.5.0n. ten aU.as veat of Petersburg, whaNt 

they det:r-a1.nad.. MaJv' hours were req,u1red to make this sbUt.. It 

was late on -t.ha n1«bt or the 29th betozoe. the l.aa:t of P1O:kett.' s 

three br1ga.dee_had been shut-tled to Su:therland' 8 st.o.t1on. 40 

WhUo General lee W98 bI.lay dra.ft1ng the orders ~or "th. 

movement or Pioket-tts and McGowan's ISOldiers. "its Ise rode up to 
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his headquarters. The ea:vaJ.ryman informed his uncl.e that his 

ditle.1on w'hl.eh had let't the N1ne-m1le road the day before was in 

Peteral:lurg. General tee told his nephew that Sheridan WIUI striking 

tor D1mddd1tt Court. House. ~ st.at6d that he thought the Union 

cavalry would eoncentrate at. Five Forks preparatory to breaking up 

the South$1de Railroad. }'.1t.z Lee was to go to Sutherland's Station. 

Thers he would be joined by :RoQne7 lee'a and Roeearls cavalry and 

P1.ckett's intantry. Fitz Lee was then to a.ttack Sheridan. General 

tee waa ool1f'1.df:Int that the o~ way the ra.1d ooul.d be stopped. was 

to wre8t. the 1.n1.t1at1ve !rom the Yankees. To insure co-operation 

between the three cavalry div1slons. wh1ch had not. been under a 

unified COB;IJAl'J:i l51nce L1euteMnt. General Wade Bataptonta depart.ure 

£'rom the V1rgi.nia theater of OperlltiOtl8, Lee told Fitz I.ee to take 

eharge or the cavalry corps. No written instruoUona. however. 

were given Fitz Lee on UU.& matte:". ritz:Lee was to give a strict 

interpretaUon ot these verbal orders long atter the ontu-e 

oompltnd.on of affairs had changed, 41 

Ta.k1ng leave of hie uncle, fitz LH rejo1nEd his d1.v1sion. 

At an order .from the general, the troopers q:ai.n moved cut. To 

re.aab the SUtherland's Station renclenoua area. Isets cavalrymen 

took the Cox road as they rode out of Peter.bare. Reao.h1ng 

SUtherland's Station. Fitz Lee's d1via1on oampecl. penc:l1ng the 
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arrival Qt Rooney Lee's aOO Rosser's troopers. 42 

As the next item on his agenda • .Qenera~ Lee issued 

instructions for Rooney 1I3:0's and Roe.ser's divisions to report to 

Fitz Lee. Since Sher1dan'8 column bad out. the direct llne of 

com.:nunioat1ona between Petersburg and sto~ cre$k, theBe two 

divis:ions would have to detour to the west of' Dirndddie Court 

Ho\l.se if they were to carry aut their assignment * ConseqUentJ¥, 

Roone;y !.eelS and Rosser's greyolac:ls were unable to join Fitz lBe 

unt.1~ the eveni.ng of the JOth. 4) 

After having made these arrengements for the prCItect.ion 

o~ the Southside R!!dlroad, G6naral Lee reali:zad that steps would 

have 'to be taken to guard the Ricthnond and Danville Railroad. The 

latt.er railroad. Wa.Il ""lmost AS vu.l.rlerable to a Union raid a8 the 

former. AcoordingJ..y, 1Be deo1ded to U5e Pickett's other brigade. 

Hunton's, whioh was .tationed north of the JQlIl8s. to .rend ott any 

raids the Federals m:1ght. be plann1.ng on the Richmond and Danville 

Railroad. HUntoo's 1B*1cacle WIlS to be w1tbdrawn from the r1f'l.a pits 

f'lanld.ng the VI" J, e-·burg :road. To avoid the allurementa of' the 

R1eh1Ro:nd streets. Hunton's grqolads were to cross the James River 

by way of the pontoon bridge locQ ted below- the oi tur * The brigade 

was to camp near Manchaster. From M8nchester. Hunton's troops 

eould 'be sh1fte4 b¥ rail to either Petersburg or BurkeloS Stat.ion. 
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as the situation damamed. It was late afternoon before Gary'S 

troopers were able to relieve Hu.nton's infantry. By then. however. 

the situation had Ohanged drast1call,y. 44 

lee would have pre.i'Elrred to wi thd:raw additional un1. ts 

£rom J'lOrth of the James to oonf'ront the Union threa.t to hl..s right. 

Hut before doing this. he decided to get J:ongB~t· s reactions. 

:.Jhen lee informed Inngsueet ai' th.e latest d6VcloJllnfilnt.s on the 

Southside, he J!Ita.ted. that Old Pete might have to come to Peter_blrg 

with Field 18 division. In the meant1me:. Lee want.ad ~ng8tl'eet to 

ascertain 'What. Union, troops ~ stationed hClrth of the Jame8. 4; 

Longstreet replled. "The u$l8.1 toree 18 in our f"ront. so f'ar as we 

c.:rn learn. Our soou.te at"e in trom the eneaw' fJ line th1~ morning, 

and report. at£"a1..rs a.s- usual .. " (Evid4:ntl.;y. We1taal. vas cU'1")'1ng aut 

hi$ mission. ~re than 60 hours had passed since Orcl. had led. three 

of his infantry divisions to the Sou:ths1d.e, and at.Ul .w-Dgstreet 

«las in the dark reg.uocU.ng this: JlX)V8lIMInt.) IDngBtreet observed 

that. it FialdB' greyolada were moved, t.he V. M. I. cadets and a.ll 

the looal De1'eD8e Troops 1IIUlIt. be call.ed. out to take thea places i:A 

the lines. 46 

Meanwhile, General Anderson. whose oorpa was d1reat.~ 

threatened by the Um.on advanoe, began to institute measures which 

he hoped -would anable h18 command. to cope .,1 th the 81 tuaUon. 
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General Johnson was authorized to recall b1a outP'3sts as soon 118 he 

was saUs.f'ied. that. the Federa.J.s: were moving in force up the Quaker 

road.. To cover the ~ckGta' retreat. Johnsan was directed to post 

one of his brigades 1n advance oS: the earthworks. 47 

Ab::Jut noon, Johnson. learned from his scouta that a 

stz-ons Union force (Warren' 8 aorps) was oom1ng Up the Quaker road. 

Johnson .1rIIrna:U.ateJ,y rel.ay'ed thu 1n!'crm.aUon to Anderson. The 

corps co1llWld.er repllecl. d1reot1l1g Johnson to take bis division. 

attaok the blueooats. !Ll'ld. drive them back to the Vaugban road. 

Just as Jobnaon'a bltterlmta were start.1ng; to .torm, prepara.tory to 

mav1ng out o£ t.he works, several exalted cavaJ.ry8len galloped Up. 

They infOl'llleQ Johnson that the roe was "retiring beyond Grave~ 

Run" 4 Con5'"lUently t Johnson did. l'IOt anticipate meeting the foe 

unt.1.1 a.tter h1s tzooope reached the stream.. flben his div1.s1on ~ved 

out of the worka. Johnson had Brigad.1er General Henr)" A. \1'1.8e .torm 

his Virg1n1.a. brigade into l1ne o£ bat.tJ.e. One of W1Ae's reg1Jlents. 

the :34th V1rg1n1a. was detached. and sent to support the 09.VB.lry 

patrol.a operat.ag on the Boyclton plank rold. Br1gad1er Generals 

Wllliam H. Wallaae·B. Y0tml X. Mooda"ls, and Matthew W. Ransom's 

brigades marohed 'by t.he tlank 1.n the rear oS: WUe's batUe JJ.ne. 

:-11.se's Virg:~s passed beyond the forks of the Boydton plank and 

Quaker road.a bet'ozoe they encountered Any' .Feclaral.s.. As t.be 
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groyc lads entered the sk1.rt of the woods south of the junct-ion. 

they were fired upon by Werren I s sld.rmiBhers. 48 

i\dvanaing up the CUaker road. Warren's vanguard soon 

renched OravellJ'" Ibm. To their d.1sgust, the Federals £ound that 

the Con1'ederate.a had broken do'ofl\ the bridge. Umaunt.ed. General 

Qr11'f'.in 9houted £or Brigadier General Joahtaa L. Chamberla1n to 

deploy his brigade into ll.ne of battle. Chamberlain's troops were 

to Cl'08S the run and. oC«lRY the rifle pit.s wh1ab 1feZ"e v1.s1ble on 

the tar side. P1lmg1ng into the water. Chamharlai.nts eager troops 

experienced cons1derable dll':t1cultJo" in wadi.ng AQl"OU the wa1st-deep 

st:reatl!. Upon gaining the le.ft bank. Chembarl.a1n dep~yed and threw 

forward a battal.1on ot the 19Sth Pe"""11van1A a. oId.rml.allero. Tho 

rema1n:ler of' the 196tb Pennsylvania and t.he 18Sth New York ware 

tormed into line of battle on either" aide or the road. Once these 

dispo8itlona had. been completed.. Chamber1a1n's troops aclYanced. and 

drove the Conf'ddel"ate out.poste out Q~ the earthwrlca pard1.nc the 

ero •• 1nc. Cha"al.berla1nt • ~P8 oont;tmec\ to pub. ahead. 'W\t1.1. they 

:t"a.ached Iavi.' EU'DI. ObserY:1ns that the toe <part of JohaaGb':!l 

div1a:l.on) va8 pofted 1n .te II*J:l on the opposite aWe or the 

clearlns. Cbamberlal.n baltocl the pgreu1t. No tarlh ... _.".. 

would be ~)l;. pending the arrival of' the remainder of 

G:t>1f't1n t s d1.vls1.on. 49 
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As 800n u Chamberlain' 8 troops had eatabllshed a 

bridgehead. Warren d1rected Griffin's p10neers to const.ruct. a 

bridge. H1t-bin a short time, a u.ahle struet.ure Was thrown across 

the stream. t-Jhen th9 'bridge was coMPleted, the Nmla1nd.w of 

Or1.ft:1nl s division crossed. the run. tiU'l"Gn and Meade now parted. 

eommanc:18l" returned. to his command post. Later:in the af'ternoon. 

the 50th Nsw York Eng1i'leers, to help facilitate tho 0l"0se1ng of" the 

artillery I laid a pontoon bridge at. this point. The banks were 

very steep and the arUl1.trr,r eould not cross the pontoon bridge 

until proper approaches had. been u.d.o. It therufore took the 

batteM.es cons1derable t.ime to ef!'ect a passage ot Oravell;y Run* SO 

Having reached. the ri&ht. bank ot Oravelly Run, the 

remainder ot O~, s division trn.mped up the Qu.a.ker I"CIad* The 

road. "'as ehokaci with £eUed. timber. To secure the advanoe of" the 

art111eroy, the pioneers ware JIlt 'to work cJ.earing away the 

obstructions .. Dven so. Or1.ttin ' s troops !'orged. ahead. o£ the II 

Corps. Ht! 14 6Jat troopa. who were advanou,g OD Ule "right. of' 

Warren's 00l"pS. were- han.ng a d1tf"1au.lt Uroe world.ng thG1.r wa:;r 

through 'the wooded. oountrya1de between the Quaker road. an:i 

Ha tober IS Run.-?1 
Upon overtaldng CtumiborlA1n'a brigade at Lewis' f'arm. 

19 



Griffin ordered his aubordinate to resu.me the advance. Griffin 

also had Brigadier GenerAl Edgar M. Gregory deploy his br1gade on 

Chamberlain's J.s£t. 32 At this time. the firing on the skirmish 

l.1ne bad praoti.oa~ ctl.ed out. Connq\le:n~ I Chamberla:1.n 

re_formed his battle line on the Lswis house. After roinforcing 

hi~. battal1.on of sk1rm1shers with a coropeJ\Y !'rom the 185th New York. 

Chamberlain WQved. his men torward. The entire brigade swept ahead. 

Chamber1a.in's sld.rm1shers were able to gain the woods on the far 

side or the c1.earing be.f'ore the fire of the Confederates became 

very severe.. 'll\e general hoped that his 'battle 11M would llkew1.se 

reach the t.1mber bef'ore the greyclada aprang into aot.ion. This was 

mt to 'be the case. Be.t'ore the bluecoated battl.e lln6 ga1ned the 

wooda, W1.e's Virg1n1ana at.artecl to blaze away nth a vengeance. 

Chamberlain's troops recoiled :tor a bzo1et" 1nst.ant. Urged. on by 

their offioers. the Yankees reoovered. their poise and. forged. ahead. 

Atta.cldng f'iAirtl8~. Chamberlain's troops !oroed. part of 'idse's 

l::rtr;a_ to taU '-ok s.n.to the open P'9und eout.h oJ: the j\1ncU.on o£ 

the Boydton plarlk and _ roads. 5' 

General Ancieraon rod_ up just a8 W1ae I D troops were 

fal.l1lsg back. The 00rpe ao-,ndw <11rected. Johnson to have 

Wa.l.laae'l \r1gade support. the part or W1.se' IS br1p<te that was att11 

South Carol..!n1ans moved into the woodo on the rtght of Wise's 
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V irgini!l11S. :;4 

Mter tarc1ng H'ue' s greyoJ.ads to fall back abo"u t a mile, 

Chamherltdn hal.t.ed hi" brigade. Evan though they h.o.d encountered 

onl;y a 1"ev pockets ot I"6l!1istance. Oregoryt-s Yankees were una.ble to 

keep pace nth Chamberla1n's troops.. While ChlUllberla.1n was 

r.~fIl"oup1ng h1.s brigado am wtdti.,ng i"or Clntgory to come up, Wise's 

and l..JaUacels soldiers latulched a powerfUl. oountarattack. Soon 

Chamberlain's ~p$ were :rtCOlllpl.etely enveloped. in a W'1ther1ng 

firett. Taken 'by eurprise. the Northornera WW'c thrown on the 

defenei,ve. At the em of ane-halt' houriS combat. Chamberlain's 

left began to give ground.. Redoubling the £'ury or their onslaught, 

the R.la turned Chamberlain f I!J l.9f't "flank. Fall.U1g baok, the 

Federaln took ponti.on in a clearing. Here, the line ocoup1.9d. 'b1 

t.h$ left tl.ank of the bM.gade vas paralle1 with tbe Quaker road. 

Chamberlain's baU.l.. line. instead or being etraj.gh't. vas L­

shaped. " 

reorganized aa1n l1De o£ reeutanoe. So terrible was the 

new position tor loncar t.h.an ten DI1nutes. In desptlraUon. the 

general sent. ~_req\leet to General ONgory (whose brigad.. had !lOW 

arrived) t<> att.ok the Rebelo 1n the right flank when they re".,..c 
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"th.eir assault on b1e. b.t.wred eolJlll8hil. In tht;. ml')an"time" General 

Griffin had ga.Uoped. up. Griffin asS\lrec:;l Chamberlain that 1£ he 

would hold on 1':01" .five more minutes, tile art.Wary wou.ld be u.p. 

Shoutiflg We enooUl"agins: news to his Dten. Chamberlain su.coeedad 

in ral)ying them.. 56 

't"wo batteries had tollowed Grif"t1n l s division up the 

Quaker ron&.. "Jh.lle the i.ni'lUltry was able to Illaroh up tho t1mber-

strewn roaCvith com:parat1.ve~ little d1tf'1aul.t.y. the art.:1Uer;r was 

stopPed 001. F1na.ll.Y. however, the pioneers ~ able to cut a 

patb ani It.t<Ir;r B. 4th 1J. S. 1.1gbt. :rlUl.ary t.hunclorecI up tho 

road. Rea4.ng the Lewil.I olearing at a Cl"1.Uoal. moment, the 

cantlOneerB U1mbered. the:1r tour pieces. A 1S80t1.Qll was emplaced. on 

uah ~1.de (lthe lewis boulI8. Going into action 1 .... edb.tel,y. the 

arU,l.l.er:ilfbaml:ttered. avq at the oncolllillg COntederates. The two 

12_pnmder poleons en the west side of the houea raked W1.ae I 8 

bard_charlPVirgin1ana with oan1ater. 51 

't\ General Johnson obBGi .eel that idsels troops had 

oloaad to 1I1n ean1steT range o£ the Un.1on guns, he shouted. tor 

would form rI1al!·. left. aJ:Id charge t.he gum. At a word £rom. 

li:Iod;y, tholr1ng Alabaorano ot.orted forward on the doublA. 58 

a.rted 'b,y the :t1.re or a,.t.tezoy St:lll .tour SJIIOOtbbores, 

Cbamberla1re!'t t"larIk oompan1. ... ",wv.., iiI4 \he WtUUve" 
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Counterattaelr.ing. they re-ent.ered the woods. Feell!ng for an 

opening, the Confederates. folloT..ting the arri.val of Hoody' 9 

Alabamans, started to exe:;,t tremendous pressure on ChamberL1.in 1 s 

right and center. By this time, many of the Federals had fired up 

all the rounds in their aartridge-bo:xes. In addition, the 

cartridge-boxes of friend and foe 'Were rifled. Man;y of the troops, 

refusing to trust to the bayonet, began to slink to the real". To 

5tava off disast~, Chamberlain sent a second plea to Gregory fer 

help. At tne same time, General Griffin, sansing that his 

subordinate was in grave troubl.e, rushed three of' Najor General 

Jo-seph J. Bartlett.' s regiment.s (the 1st. and 16th PLicbigan and the 

155th Pennsylvania) to Chamberlain's assistance. In resp:msB to 

Chamberlain's plea, Gregory had sent the l.88th New York. These 

fresh troops arrived none too soon. As they came up on the double, 

Chamberlain' 8 battered brigade 'Was falling back on the Lewis house 

to protect the artillery • .59 

It seemed that ChaftberIain waB omnipresGnt. The general 

circulated a.long the 'battl.e Une, urg.1ng his Illen to hold on ror a 

few more minutes. Natural.l\Y', the general beoame a prime target. 

Chamber-hin's horse- was GOOt from under hiltI.. and the general' a arm 

wa.s disabled when his steed ~eU. A minie ball struck him on the 

chest, glanced. over his Mart. and left a painful wound and lie 
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d:i.srepu coat". 

relinqtl)nd. 60 

Chamber lain, however. refueed to 

'll"OUrh Cha..'Ilberlain1s retreating brigade, the 

frash r~ to the attack. On the right, Bartlett's 

three t"Eild by ~igadier General Alf"red L. Pearson, 11110 

had ~a~r8 of the 155th Pennsylvania, dashed straieht 

to"'ard trate battle line. 61 .As the 188th New York 

e.!ll6rged foods into the I,.8Wis clearing. Lieutenant Colonel 

Isaao Do<o:w tha.t Bartlett!!; battle line 'Was sweeping 

f'ol"l:vruod (ght. Deploying on the double, the Uew Yorkers 

Joined iDrge. Tald.ng cover behind Idles of sa.wdust 

;..rb1ch IJEJt"(1 as breastworks, the Southerners blazt;!~ away at 

the onOomkees. 62 

.s time, the Southerners ha.d had enough. -dhe-n 

'\nderSOn termed that the Y~ees had thl"own in fresh troops 

and steppe advanoe, he ordered Johnson to reo.all his soldiel's. 

eo"ered by.rong rear guard, Hoody's, :tJal1aee l s, and Wisels 

troops WerUed out of the woods north of I.etdsl farm. Falling 

baek • the .berners established a roadblock on the Boydton planK 

road. Pos"' his troops, Johnson stationed them in the edee of 

th 6J 
e WOods"th and ea.st of the Bevill house~ 

~le Chambarlainls brigade was f1ghting for its 11£e, 
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Gener.'!l :darren observed that a country lane cut nct"OBS the ~uaker 

rOf;,d a little sO\l.tb of the te .. d .. s house. 'ihB r:eneral felt that i.!' 

he sent a ciot,l(!hment up thi.s road, it mil.;ht be :Jble to Ea:in the 

Eoydton plank: road and turn the COi'..federates! l"i[!:ht fL\lnl~. CG.lllng 

for Captain napoleon J. Horrell, ";iarren diraci.oo him to take the 

escort C?!.lI.lal\Y and reconnoiter the lane. 64 

Hefore Horrell' 5 troopers had (:one very fsr. they were 

fired upon by the outposts of the 34t.h Virginia. This regi..!llent had 

ceen given the task of guarding the Boydton plank road. As soon as 

"warren learned t.ll3t his ~8oort oompal\Y was in contaot ;rl..th the 

RebeLs. he orderoo General Crawford to take his division and 

support the cAvalry. Preparatory to taking up the advanee. 

Crawford had Brtgad1ar Qemeral Hsm-y Baxter deploy his briga.de into 

line of battle. The right £lnnk of Baxter's brigade rested on 

Griffin's left. Colonel John A .. Kellogg I s brigade I-laS massed .1..n 

the rear of 'Baxter's un:1t.. Onoe theso dispositions wer@ com.pleted. 

Crawi'ord sent his troops f'orward;. Pasalllg through the escort 

eomparw's sld.rm1shel-s, Crawford's poW'erf'u.l batt~e line easily drove 

in the Confederate pickets who "W"ere covering the approaches to the 

Boydton plank road, U,y this tlme. Gri.f'f"in 1 s troops had broken the 

back of Johna~_'s attack. ,lhen Colonel John T. Goode of tha 34th 

Virginia laarned that Johnson was fulling back. he decided to do 



the same. Ski.l.lfullJr breaking contact with the bluecoate:. the 

Virgln1.ana rojoined their oomrndee. Following the Conted.eratea' 

65 
retreat. Crawf'ordts troops reached. the Boyd:ton plank rond. 

Two or ~sl br1gades eI"Ossed Gravelly Run close on the 

hasil of OrawfoN's troops. Since the elll8l'genoy had passed. these 

bro un1 ts were held in reserve near the Spain house. For the time 

be-ing, Ayres' other br1gade. which was escorting the corps' train, 

n-ma1ned. .,outh 0:/ the run. 66 

About. 4 p. m .. , Oeneral ~s :received a massage from 

arta;Y headquarter. Worming hilJ3; that t.b8 Y Corp •• on bi.8 lef"t.. was 

advana1ng up tb4 Quaker road.. ~. va. directed to advance 

bis corps and conneot his lett iii th iftarr'l8J1 t 81 right.. 61 

Earll.er in the afternoon. sweral c4 HnrapbJ:oeysl 

suOOrd1.ns:telll had. sent out strong combat patrols to teel U1e 

Oen8ral HIq"a' l::r1ga4e cors"""'. bad made ~ 'f~ed 'reconnaissance. 

Tbzoee of Col/>nol Olloatecl's reg1aenU (the ll'tb _, and tn. 59th 

and 1S2d !lew York) ....... broughl'. up fro .. _ .............. Spesrn.aded 

b:r the 19th MaiM. this combat patrol reached and. ooeop1.ed Dabney'll 

11111. 68 Like lia3'a. Mot" also sent thr'e4II reg1ments to explore no 

man's land.. ~ advancing about. ~ or a tldl.e. two of 

Mot.t's UD1.ts. the 17th Ma1ne and the 9)1 New Yol"'k. CUlf) upon a l1ne 
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of bresataorks held by a. rev picketa, Oener-al Pi.erce. who was in 

charge of the patrol.. deployed part of the 9:3d New York as 

ak1rm1sherl!t. Spl-1ng1ng forward. the New Yorkers put the 

Confederates to fllgh't and occmpi.ed. the rifle p1ts. which were 

located west of Dabney's M1l.l.. 69 The other reg1ment &en't out by 

Oeneral }btt. the 20th Ind1.ana t railed to spot a!'\Y signs of 

Ccmf'ederate aet1v1t.y. 70 

Aacor-U ngly. when H\J:rQphrey. received his instru.ct.1ona to 

ad.vance. he was rea.sonabl;y aertai.n that h1s men. would not fJftOOuteZ' 

aoh oppoe1t1oD.. Att.er the st.a1'.t of'1"1cers had re.-.s the word. to 

Humphrey.' sabord1nates l the n 'eorpe:' battle Una 1IIOved. tol"WU'd. 

1IUe.· lett. tlank br1pde. ~·.o "" __ in •• t<oblJ.olll.ng 

cont.aet. with Warren1s r1sht. Ae a rel!l\llt or the dense woods and. 

tangled. UJXSerl:ruab. this aol'DalJ4t1on was repea~ brolam. Rauey 

;rould than have to balt hi_ bl-1gade vhUe OClIIIImrd.caUoJIII V&l"e 

re-eetabllsbed. 7l. 

s .. "",."". tIM 1"CI.81' 03; battle becpme dia~ aucI1bl.e 

f'l"olfl, the d11"eOUon of the Qtaaker road... ~ th.ereatter. 

Humphrey. _ved a .... _. fl'Om &rII\Y boadq""",",,o -Une: that 

Go......u Grlfi'1n had been at.taoked "Iv t ... Conteclerate dividon •• 

Humphreys vas d1reetecl to support. OrU'.t1n·s right nth MUas' 

division. n After rel.ayi.r)g the neceuar,y instl"ucUona to KUes. 

i!umphr878 rode to the po1nt of cIanpr. B7 tho tl.me that 1IwIpbr.,.. 
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reached (]rUtin' a command poat. the Confed8l"ates had t'al.len bAck. 

Here. the corps comm.and.er was: handed a tJ\t'!!ssage fl-01I1 l.Jeade' s 

headquarters. dated .5s40 p. m. Glanc1ng at. the dispatch. flul!SPhreY's 

learned that \iarren was schec:tuled. to make another attaok: at 6 P. m. 

If' H11es could be spered. Hump.hreya vas to support ~v8l"l"en I 8 advance. 

FurtherIIDre, .1.f .H.umpJu-eyS belleved he oould score aIW' add.1Uonal. 

gains, he was to send. his entira- eorps !'ol'WElr'Cl. Follow1ng the 

receipt of these 1nstru.atl.ona, Humphreys 1.uu.ed ($I'dere for his 

di.vision commanders to conti.nt1e the advance • ." 

Two a£ Gzo1f'1"1n's brigades. Bartlett'.!! IiUld Gregor:r's, 

pressed t"orward hal"d on the heela o£ Johnson's rear guard. General. 

W.arren. as usual. was up at. the boont with the sldrm1shora. 'l'he 

Union sJ:d.rl;d.shers gai.ned the junction of the Boydton plank and 

Quaker roads Without. d1f't1oulty. Eef'ore the Yankees had reached. 

the junoUon. Jobneonls trooPS. in a~ with .A.ndarsot\' a 

db;-ev.t.1.ve, ret.1rOO into the f'orl1r1oations oover1ng the Wb1te Oak 

road.. A fw outposts were len behind lD" the Conf'ederQtes to 

oontest the Federals' drive. 

Advano1l!g bo,yoJ>:l _ jlmctlOn. the Federals aPP1">._ 

the J. St.roud tarm. A P8MiV' or Conf'e4erate sbarpshcows poated in 

the Stroud ho!.t~ vas ab1e to pick oft several of thf) bluecoats. A 

eqmbat patrol .from. the U8th Psnnqlvania. led b)r captain George W. 

----- --



Moore and LM3utanant WUliam T. Godwin. sprinted toward the house. 

Unable to stop the Olll'"tlshi.ng Ya,nkeea, the .southerners abandoned the 

bu.1.lding. O~eupying t.he houa-e. the blueeoats rushed to th& rlndowa 

and. bla"ed aw,q at the rapidly' disa.ppearing greyclads. A section 

or arUl.lery' posted behind an earthwor-k covering the 'Nhit.e Oak road 

returned the Yankees' fire, The battery cowrumder who stood on 

top of the works: direot.ing: the cannoneers paid m attention to the 

Yankees, Tho first. shell from the Rebel !ield piece. passed over 

the house. the second struck it, and the third exploded .in the 

eb..1mney, wound1ng two un.. Brick and pla8'ter "tlew about. Walt, 

enveloping the new occupants of' the structure in duet and rubbish. II 

The. houau WlI.$ burriedJ.y evacuated, 74 

It Gr1..f'fin's men were to at.tack th" Confederate bat.tery. 

they would have to C!rQSS 3 large open field, To make matters lIlOre 

di.f.tiault tor Griftin's t.roop.s. the thiek woods which flanked. the 

~er road had :preve.nted Crawt"ord's $.M Miles' ~ldiE!l"s noaa. 
keeping pace vit.h them.. t::er1meS8 had bl..anketed the .area before 

Crawford'a aM M1le. t blueaoata WW'e able to draw abreast of 

Gr1:t£:in' a, In the l1gb.t ot these di..t'ticult1.ee, Warren dec1ded. 

aga.inst. an attack on the Cont'edarat.e earthworka guarding. the 

approscGes to_t.be Wh1te Oak road. 75 

t'hua clDs«1 tho 'batt.le of Lewie t Fal"lIl. The ContederQtes 
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reported. that they lost. about 2,0 men in tJd.s engagement. aenera~ 

:Vart"Eln l1sted lds oasua~tie.a .1ls: 5' killed.. )(l6 woundod. and. 22 

miuing. It the report of: General Chamberla1n 1.& to be belleved, 

the Confedel'at.es understated their J.l)8888. Chamberla1.n stat.ed. t.hat. 

hiIJ brigade. on the 30th. ~ 130 Rebels. who had fallen in the 

'b8:t-t.le. In a4d1t.lon, Wuozoen report.ed the cap'blre of' about 100 

RebalA:. 76 

which they had ga1ned as a result or the bat.tle o£ Law1.a' FanI.. 

'i'wo bat.teries ant. Bartlet..tts br1gad.e dug 1.n at J. Stroud'., ubiah 

wu the ... 1Ot _ancad groWIII ...........:l _11>01 the cloy'. fighUDg. 

Or1tfin' ....... othe.- brigade. 0""'l""i behind the ..... ~ ....-

aU'thvorkfl. General Crawford's division was posted on the BoJdt.on 

plank. road, the div1s~n'lI r1.g,ht. vas at. stzooudfs .and. it.G lett 

rested on GravellJt' Run.. Arrest division was held in reserve. To 

keep Rooney ~. s caval.ry f'roa ra.i.d1nI th9 trains. patrola £rom 

Arras' eo.aazd W8l'e thrown out. well to the corps' reu". 7l 

In geMl"al. Rcuupbreyal n Corps enoount.ered VV'T lltt.le 

oppodt1on UI it felt 1'14 wa,y aauUoul;Y" t.owal'd. ~ Contederate 

main u.ne: of resistance. By n1ght.1'aU. Hays' rtght-f'lank bi-",gad", 

McIvor's. had-reacbed ~ng'.11 Mill. MoIvor' stroop.. during: 



Col"P8 on U!Jt .ide of Hatcher's Run. 5m;Yth ' s (Ha;ya' lett :tlank 

brigade) fed Olmst.ed.' s combat patrol at. Dabney's Hill. Having 

gained thl, &qt.h detailed the 69th Paf'Ulsy"lvania to picket. his 

front.. ~ forwa.rd, the Pennsylvan1a:ns col.l1ded. with a 

Confedera~l near the Crow house. After a llvel,y sld.rm1sh. 

both s1.deerew. Following the arri'lf;;ll. o£ Snwth's soldiers. 

oJ.ms1;.ed· a a shifted to the l.ett.. Cowre<l b7 a StrollS picket 

llne. ~lon spent the night. in the r1.f1e pits wh1cb the 

Confederat.oc&pi.ed. 76 

~I oentel- unit, Mot.t's d1v1B1on. held a portion 

Q£ the tro~ at ri.ght anglee to IiQ'sI batUa line. ~tt.'s 

eeetDr .. r t.1mbsred. and. 1IWBlURr.. P1sroe I s 'cI1.cade ocau.p1.cd 

the rUle )_ • .,.1>. ... in the dIG' by the 9)1_ York. 

Tberlg~t f'JFieroeta unit rested on Olms't.ed's :Wt.. 

KcAl.l!.ater 'oe 1f9.8 UlWYent.f\ll.. l>lhen they had. BDvecl ahead. 

the ~ MoAll1Btar ' a aDd. ~roefs br1gadea to 

diverse.. on 'h'obr1andI • reg1llent.a, the lat. Maine HeaV 

~ _ ~lv"-....... lo:oIoflh\ up fJoom the 

.... _ - plac tM.a po_bl,y cWJsoroU8 gap. 7') 

~.I d1:ri • .don was again :La coDt.act wj, til the 

V c-.-, lJ\' _. Mil<>. , troopa bad -.. plagoled by \be 

...... --~ -' &bIlk' •• telDl1le MUse' scouts had s:1ghted. • tw 



r 

-------.---

Cont'ederatf:' no shots were oorohanged.. 'The Southerners, 

bel1eving dn th(l bet.ter part. of val.or. tall back in the 

face or JU.,rf"ul batUe line. :~'hen nightfall put. a stop to 

~ day'S ,e5, MUss I troops halted. and threw up brsltstworks. 

Afte.t. the 1 OORDWlders had oovered their fronts wi th $. strong 

line or Qqf Miles' troops slopt on tbe1r arms. 80 

. day progreaaecl. the reporta reach1ng .u.:e t a 

headq~ iQQre OlII1noWh Lee was now taoed. ratb the 

PO .. 1b11.1tf Or.AAt., 1nstead of sending h.1.s cavaJ..r7 to rltid the 

ra1.J..z-oact.,exterxl1.ng: bis llne toward the southwest. tate 1m 

u.. a1'tetoa Lee learned that Johnson's dlv1sion had been 

~ .,t,t attnaked the Un10n colmm 51KJv1ng up the Qa.akel­

~Ad:.. 10 Jter this threat to hi. right, lee would have to 

~nd. hi$Dt. t'lonnquentJoy. IAe decided. to ah1tt Hunt.on'o 

hM..gade to'ttn-sburS:. Rtuttol'l'S brtgAde, 1Mt.ead of going to 

Mazlahe.sterlfO.ld. march into R1chmond and boar4 the trains "hieh 

would haul1.t.:o the po1nt of d.p.neq." .. 81 

Js Ildit1on • .tee had learned that. the ~oe vas using 

artillery, .. ell as i.nf'ant.ry and aavalry. He, t.here£ore, dratted 

Order. ~or Co.Jnel WUl1am J. Pegt'am'. 2O-gun art1l.l.erJr battalion 

to II!IOYe to ~8I' JtUl.. 82 
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'THE BATrLE OF FIVE FORKS 

Notes to Part II 

The .Ad: _ The V Corps W1..rus the Bat.tle 0:£ Lewis I Farm 

1 9.. ~ Vol .. XDI'I. pt. I. 1101. lll6~ 

2 ~l. 

~ lJliI 

4 lW.6. 1129. 

5 lld.l6, ll41; Q. g •• Series I, Vol. XLVI, pt. III. 

261. I»t HoUse eons1eted o£ a courtbouae. Ii hot.e1, and 

a ffIW f'lIlav1es' brigade eamped on th., Boyd.ton plank: road, 

t.he let IAValry waa poatsci on the Flat Foot road. 2,. R., 

Serle. 1 pt. It ll43. U48. 

6 Q, • .B Vol.. XINl. pt. I, ll..l.6. l129, U34, 2, • .Roo. 

s.rs.e. I pt.. nIt 267. 

1 2. • .1 Vol.. xm, pt. It 799. 870. 

8 IW.. 8eM.es It Vol. XLVI, pt.. m. 2.5'. 2,58. 

Law be engineers conatruat.ed a subat.antial l.og brtdge 

at the Kroea1.nB. Q. B. .. Series I, Vol. xm, pt. I, 

642..64,. 

~_ 2. i Vol. XLVI. pt. I. m. 
10 lllid,<"1es I. Vol. XINl. pt. III, <:~ .. 

1 



l1 Q. ll •• Series I, Vol. XLVI, pt. I, 799, 896; ~. K., Series I, 

Vol. XIlT!. pt. III. 2.54. 2.59. 

12 History ~ ll!ft..9ull F:X9hangP' Regiment - nw. ~ Penrurylyania 

Volunteers - !I:s!m ~ ~ EnffYenmrt .i1 Ant.Wtem 1£ AJ7PI?I9ittox 

(PMladalplWl. lB81). >62. 

13 Q. li., Series It Vol. XurI. pt. In. 2;,4. 

14 ~., 2,. Ii. t Series If Vol. .. XLVI, pt .. It 799. 

15 2.. B. •• Series II Vol.. XIN'l. pt. I, 199, 2.. 11., Series I, Vol.. 

xurr, pt.. TIl, 2.54. 

1.6 .Q..!i. •• Serl.es I. Vol.. XVII. pt. I, 799; Q,. a .. Series I, Vol.. 

XVII. pt.. In. 2.5.5. 

17 1W4. 

18 2.. B. •• Series I, Vol. .. XIVl, pt. It 800. Warren's command poet. 

'Was looated at the int.ernot.1on of the QIlaker and. Vaughan roads. 

19 Q.. Ji •• Ser1.ea I. Vol. lUlTl. pt.. m, 249. 

20 il. » .. setee I, Vol. XIllI. pt.. I, 166 .. 

21 1lW! •• 61~. 757. 791. 

22 1W4 •• 757. 166. 

2) lJliIl. • 776. 781. 785. 

24 lJliIl. • 709-710. 

2S 1W4 •• ?l!>. 724. 7)). ?44. Miles' d1.v1slon, unBke the others 

1n the II a,nd V Corps, contained. £our 1:r1gades in,stead o£ three. 

u 



26 ~ •• 73J. 

27 ,lW. •• 191. The two batteries assigned to Hott's d1v1.sion were 

p9rked on the Vaughan road. near the Brown house. 

28 Ibid .. 676. 

29 1lfld •• 710, 114, 7", 766, 776. Among the regiments deployed 

tIS ald.rm1sb&rd by Mi.les' brigadiers were the 26th Mi~an. the 

l.26th N6W York, and the l.4Oth Pennsylva.n1a.. !-btt's battle line ",as 

screened by the 20th Ind1ane.. the 17th Maine, a.ncl the 9):1 New York. 

HQy$' br1ga.d1ere threw .forward the 7th M1ch1gan, the 4th Oh1o. and 

the 7th Wast VirC1D1A. 

)0 DQa •• 710. 776. 

31 lIliIl •• 117.). 

32 J:l1.\d •• 1179. 

3J :tW •• 12:1.4. 

)II 2. .. R •• Series I. Vol. lWI, pt. In, 2.70. 

35 ;nw1. 

36 Q. Ii." Series I. Vol. xm. pt. I. 1332. 1JJlI-1JJ6. 

37 Q. R. •• Ser1ea I. Vol. XLVI. pt. UZ. lJ62. 

38 ~. 10.&.-' IV. 28, 

39 IW. 

4<l J:l1.\d. 

41 DIl.!! •• 28_29. 

42 Q.. !!. .. Sgp1e9 I I Vol. xm. pt. I, J298...l299. 



4) IllJ.!!. •• 1299 ~ troeema.n, B.. a. ~. TV. 28. 

44 Q .. E.." Series I. Vol .. XUlI .. pt. III, 1364. 

43 F'reeClB.n. ll. ~. J;:m... IV. 29. 

46 Q .. !i .• Series I, V-ol. 1(LVI. pt. III, 1363. 

47 IbW. •• 1365. 

48 Q... !i •• Series I. Vol. XVII. pt. I. l2B6-J.28? .. 

J49 ~ •• BOO, 84-5. 847. The 192t.h Pennsylvania was formed on the 

right. of the Quaker road; the 185th t(ew York on the left. 

50 l"bi!!-a 800; Q.. :13,., Series It Vol. XlVI. pt. III. 255: ~J,e8 

B. Porter. "Operatl.ona ot the F1..f'tb Corps on the Left, March 29. to 

N1gbt£a'U-_ Maroh )1, 186S~ Of'avelJT Run·. PaP'T' 2.t:the. HiJ1tan' 

BHt.szd Ml $?gh!ty 2! KeMRrhn,,-Ub, Vol. VI (Boston. l907). 21S. 

51 2,. li., Series I, Vol. XDIl. 1*. 1, 800. 

52 ll1JB. •• 800, 833. 

" lIWl •• 841. 1287. 

54 lllW,.. l28? 

55 lIWl •• 847..848, l28? 

56 lllW,., 848. 

57 ~,899. l281. SO 01088 were the artillerists to the 

CO-nted.era~ 1.n£~ that. the bat.tery OO~t L1eutenan1. .:John 

MitoheU, anc:L..tour or bie men we:re cut down. 

sa lllW,., 1287. 



59 !W., 848. 

61 2,. !i., Serlf.tS I. Vol. XUTI. pt. I, 848. 

62 l..hl.d., 8.,58. 

6J llWI.o. 1287. 

64 ~., 800. Oompany C. 4-th Po~l.v.an1a Ca-ila.lr,r. served. as 

",,(arren' a BSCOrt.. 

6.5 ,lW., 884, 892. TIro o£ KellDggla regiments, the" 6th and 7th 

Wueo.:na1.n. were f'ormed into l1ne of bat.tla beh1n:i Baxter'tI 'trtJoPS. 

Kellogg's other reg1l!lent t the 9l.at New York. was ma8aed on the 

left. or tlle !r1cade, "'acb" 10 1>0 daplDyfJd. o:;tller on tlle loft. rlonk 

or tJw bat.Ue Una or :Ln rear of the f1rat line, as c1rawastanQ8S 

dicta'ted. 

66 ~. ii .• Series II Vol. XLVI. pt. In, 255. 2,.,. 

67 It.~. _t" I. Vol. Xl1lI, ~. I, 676. 

68 llI.I.I1.. 159. 

69 llI.I.I1., 785. 

70 ;tW.. 781. The 20th Indiana bad ""wei out. on the loft. of 

Motto's d1.v1slon.. 

71 llI.I.\1., 676. no. 
72 2.-,&.. Se1!1ea I. Vo].. XIXI. pt.. nIt 2.50. 

1) It. ~, Seri ... I. Vol. XlNI. pt.. I, 616. 

" 



74 .H1Btgrn Excbal!ge Bieiment. 563-564. 

75 02. R, "101.. XUlI, pt.. III, 24.51 Q.. Ii .. Series I, Vol.. 

XLVI, .Ptt. 85', 662, l.281. 

76 .Q • .!.. Vo1.. XDII. pt.. I. 80), 849. 1287. Table o£ 

Losee_ t'orpa in the 'battle o£ Law1s I Fat'Jl.J 

Cq""'eDd nUed Itounded H:.'AJ»f Agg:regak 

E:sOOl"t J - J 

Artil.tao7 1 4 5 

O%oU.ru.'a 52 29) 22 )67 

AJrree I Jliy - - -
~atd'OZOd '81n - 6 - 6 

7? -..>2, 899. Batt.ry B, 4th U. S. Light Art;.Uor:r. 

and Batterw a. 5th U. S. Light ArUUor:r """" d\1g in at. 

stt-otuf 'II ,.. 

_78 !!oW.. 159, 764. 766. Ha;y.' piolmt 1ins was _ I:G' 

the 4th OJatd, '7t.b West. V1r~, the 69th PellNG"lvania. aM the 

59th N ... :roo 
79 llWi.. f'/81. 785. 788. 

So "" •• _. 11719. 722. 
81 ""-~ . • -.... ~. L -. IV I 29. 2.. B.., series If Vo~. XllfI, pt. III, 
136,. 

82 ~ •• I.. lao "N, 29. '!he folJ,ow1llg unit.. oonst.itubd 



Pegramfs battalion I Battery C. 18th South Carolina. Artillery 

Eattalion; the Purcell Virg.1n1a ArtillerY'> E':ll.et.t's Virg1n1a 

Al-til.leryi and the .letcher VirgilUa Artillery. Tho transfer of 

troops that Ise had ordered during the day lett the situation of" 

the Conf'ederate arntV on the even1ng ot the 29th as follDW8~ 

Zone and Collll'Allnd 

Cava..lry on the left :flank, Gary's brigade, 
approx1matel,y 500. 

I.ongnt.rectt. with F1eld'o and Kershaw's div:1slons 
( no change) .. • • .. • .. .. .. .. • • .. • • • .. • .. 

Ewll, vit.b Virg1n1a Reserves, Local Dat'enae 
rroo"" and 31og8 Art.l.J.lAIr.y (no ohange) ••• 

Mahone' 8 d.1v1Bi.on (no chance) .. .. 

• • 

Et2m !AI. AnWIwt!tm JiQ Het1teMpt Ban' 

Gordon'. ~ (no <lbaJIp) •••• 

lt2a lAGkppDt .Blm a tb!! g n, I JAn: 

.. .. .. .. .. ..... 

W'Uaoxfs d1v1a1.on of" Ret.hts OOrp&, le .. Mc:Oowan'S 
'ba'1gade. 4eh$1t.y 1 1 ad. ball 1.100 pel" r4le to 

Heth's d1vis1on. strength do 10"' McOmnu1'. Qr1gaQe 
&om li1lcox's div1.ion, dene1't7 1nol"eaeed tro. 
1.700 to. • .. .. • .. .. .. .. .. .. .. • • .. .. • ..... 

Infant.-y 
per mi.le or 

de.teMed 
l.alXI 

740 



Bgzgt!d &ron' UUJ.I 

Anderson' G corps (no ehange). • • • • • • , • • • 

Mpy1ng1 

Pickett, with .~"OOO i.nf'ant.ry, to Join Anderson. 

cava.lry, 4.200 to r1cht flank. 

l.600 



T}ffi BATTIE OF FIVE FORKS 

Part III 

Grant Hod1f1es His Ma eter Plan 

The favorable way in wh1.eh events were developing on the 

29th led Grant to change his plan of operations.. He deterll'l1.ned to 

have Sher~dan, for the t1J:ne being. forego his projected raid on the 

Confederate railroads. In a letter informing the eavalt'y leader of 

the day I B happen1.ngs. Grant wrote. "I now reel l1ke ending the 

IJlatter [the investment of PetAn.+3~iJ 1!' it is possible w do so 

'before going back." Arter telling Sheridan to .forget about the ra.id. 

Grant ordered. t.he oavall"';yman "'tCI push round the eneI\Y 1f' you can and 

get onto his right rear." The oavalry wou.ld IMke this movement. Grant 

observed, in concern W"ith the infantry. Grant e&utioned Sheridan that 

the activit,iell of the Confederate cavalry Il11ght caUDe hlJD, to mod1fy 

his action. Sheridan was to put his runt set of instruotions 1.nto 

1 operBtion in the morning, 

At the Bame t1ae. Grant addressed. a measage to Meade 

informing h.tBi that "Sheridan hae received. ord.ertll to push £or t.he 

EmE!J!J7'1J right. rear in the morn1JIg. un1esa the position of ••• L"'ibe 

Cont"ederaw oaV.alri! male_II a c11f'terent course necessary ••• • M 

Grant also out.:u.nect tor bis eubo:rcU.nate tne I!IOTeIl whioh he VQn.tEld 

the 11: aDd V Corps to undertake on the 30th. U Warren's advance 
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up the Boydton plank road should eompel the Gon£ederat.ee to fall back 

behind Hatcher's Run during the night, the II and V Corps were "to 

wheel to the right so as to cover all the crossing of the run •••• " 

If the foe did not retire: across the run. the Federals were to "p!.lsh 

up el~de to him and feel out to .... [fuejz] lef't and errleavor to .force 

him to this course." 2 

In the meantime.. Meade had already drafted a set of 

lnstruetione for the guidance of his corps aommandera. 'tlarren was 

directed to have his V Corps resume the advance at 6 a. m. The right 

flank: of' the V Corps was to extend a.cross tJle Qu.aker road; its left 

was to be pushsci into the countryside west of the road. 3 

lIumphre;ya' II Corps was .lated to IllOve forward at the Bame 

time •. The II Corps' right 1"lank division, Hays'. vas to advance along 

the road l.ead1.rlg from Da.bney's Mill to J .. Crow's farm. Miles' division 

on HwAphreys' left. would oonti.nu.e to ll\8.1ntain contact with Aarren I 9 

right end. it neces8ary t render support. to the V Corpa. Each of" 

Humphreys' tbrtite divJ..,lons was expected to bold one brigade in reserve, 

Humpbre)"s I and Wart'en 1 8 troops were to £oree the Rllbtit1.8 to rall back 

into their tort1t1oations. If, however, the Confederates came out of 

their works. the Yank ... 'IoI8flI lito glve battleM .. ,. 

Atter evalu.a~ Warren' 8 reJ))"rte of the action on the 

after-neon of the 29th. the Un10n bra88 were reaaonabllY certa1.n that 1n 

the Burpee' M1ll sector Gr1f£1n I s d1.v1sion bad /()rceci the Confederates 
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r , to r~tire • earthworks, This intellige~ce. taken in 

coojunCU$!1t's orders, caused Meade to modify his previous 

1nSUouClt1oren. As soon at> ','lan-en had definitely ascertained 

that Mead~etation of the tactical s1 tuaUon tiaS correct, 

he .... as to is Una to the left. Combat patrols would then be 

thrown outi''tnrt to p1.npoint the Confederate positiot'l.S -.est of 

the EOYdto;l'oad. This dispat.ch reached ',.Jarren's eoIJlD18nd post 

an OOUl'" be.dnight. 5 

,same time, Grant issued orders tor General Ord to 

have one oJi,v1stona cross Hatoher's 'River at 5 a. :no on the 

30th. 1'be~8 from the Arw:i of' the James wsre to support 

!fumpJuoeya'. 6 

Wi: otficer entrusted with Grant's message regarding 

the change lane r'fllached D1.nwidd1e Court ikluSfll on tbe night ot 

the 29th. red into General Sheridan's headquarters. the aide 

handed th.:lr)' leader Grant's: l.ett.er. 'd1t.bout a I'IIOment's 

hesitat;l.on.Jrl.d.an IIWde his plans to cope with the changmi 

altuation. eridan proposed to send. General Merritt with Devin's 

diviSion t<dn poese.esion of Five !"Ol"ks. Crook's division wo~ld 

be held: .ttl iNl""Ie; Custer's 'WOUld oontin:ue to protect the truns. 7 

lrained very hard throughout. tb9 night-. ";\'hen Devin 

llU..stered hi,.-cliv1slon 01'\ t.he mDrn1ng or the Jot.h, the precipitation 

WU: still ;lUng. Before ta.1dng leave of Sheridan. Merri.tt. received 



his last minute instructions. Merritt was told that Davin's diviBion 

~QS to I1dvance up the AdQmS. rcarl to J,. Boi.lIseau's. If m oppoa1.t1on 

1I1!tl'e encountered in reach1~ J. Boisseau's. the Federals wttre to turn 

into the Crump road and endeavor to gain the White Oak road. Herrltt 

then rejoined. his coromand. when ':e.rrit.t gave the word, the oolwnn 

8 
:J1Oved out. 

F:xeept for seYEn"al brief' stopa to remve a tEnt felled treea 

from the road. the march was I"O'Ut.ine.. Two miles north o:f D1nw1ddle 

Court House. Metrr1tt halted the d1v1aion.. In accordance with 

Merrit.t's instructlons, Devin pouted Colonel Charles L. Flt.shugh's 

brigade at. the 1nt.ereect1on ot the Brooks and Adams l'Oade." One of' 

Fitdmgh'B regiments advaJlced alone; the Brooks road and established 

A roadblock on the Foydton pla.nk road. Then the run-dJ"enched column 

continued to J. Boi_Nu's :farm.. Devin JIlassed one of his twa 

remnln1ng brigades, Colonel Peter Stagg'., at the juloUon of t.M 

D1nwtdcU" and Crump :roads. The general would ue Br1ged'er aeneral 

Al..fred Gibbs' 'brigade for reCOnnai8Sance. .Al.together, Gibbs sent out 

three combat patrol.e. '!'wo ot G1bbs- regiments. the 5th and. 6th u. s. 

Cavalry. were sent up the Dinwiddie road -with instructions /ftc ftlllol 

and fi.nd the 8t1el1O"". MAjor R. Murray Morris or true 6th CnvaJ.ry vas 

in charg~ or this patrol.. The 6th Ma.",aohu.selta. Colone~ Casper 

Crown1nsh1eld oomme.ncU,ng. motived across to :reconno1. ter the Boydtoon 

plank road. Colonel Charles L, Le1.perl s 6th Pennsylvania Cavalry 



advanced up the Crump road.. The Pennsylvanlans ware ta see 11' they 

could block the ',,!}Ute Oak road. In addition. Leiper 

to maintain contact ld th :iorri5' and Growninshield I 6 

~"'1th:i.n a .300rt tUne the three Union patrols had Elstabllshed. 

contact with thB Conf"eo.erate out'JY>sts. ThB5B were the first 

butternuts that the cavalryman had seen since leaVing Dinwiddie Court 

House. Attaoldng I the bluecoats drove the Rebel vedett.es back on 

10 
their supports ~ 

Although no fresh reports from the endangered right reached 

Lee's headquarters on the roorning of the JOth, the general became 

convinced that he would have to send additional reinforoements 1f he 

were to take the ln1tbtive 3gai.n8t Sheridan. Any withdrawal from 

the PetersCurg de£ense Una was, of courl!le~ very dangel"OU8. Put 

unless Leo was willing to have his right turned. there was no other 

alternative. Grimly, te.e issued. instruction. for Hajor General John 

B. Oordon t ,1f corps to assume respo1181bil1.~ for the defeNJe o£ a two-

tn1.le section of the eartlvoforke on the weet side ot U8Uteilant , 

Run. These u-encbea were held by ?o'lajor ~neral. Oacintu. M. Wilcox's 

division. Once Gordon's troops had relieved Wilcox's, I.8e 'otOUld 'be 

able to re1nf'orce his enclangered right.. Gordon planned to use Major 

General Bryan Grillles' division to rel1eve :",[ilcox'& left flank units. 

Having takOD oare of' thie bua.1nee&, Lee rode ou.t to 

Slttherland'. Station. Upon hi. arr1voII.l at the station, Lee learned 
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that Fitz Leefs d1.v191on was en route to Five Fo:rks. The general 

was disturbed to learn that Rooney Lee's and Roaser's troopers had 

II 
not arrived £roJIi Stony Creek. 

Under the cover or darkness. Pickett· s three Wantry 

brigades had marched. from SUtb.er1..aJld I S station to Burgees ' t1111. 

It. was a cold raiJ\Y night.. 'rhe road was a ribbon of mud; the 

angry ll.ttla streams athwart the division' n path weM.'t almost past 

.fording. On the lAOt"nil'Jg of the ,Oth. Anderson, Pickett. Heth. and 

several other ranldng officers Wi"e e\lnUlIOned to a conference with 

General Lee at. Suthel"land'. Sutton. 

At this meet1ng. the Rebel brUII d1acu.aeed. var1Ou8 ways 

of dealing with Sheridan. Only tw of' these seemed. prom..s1ng. 

Beth 8xpreased. the view that, !'rom biB extended front, he IId.ght be 

able to strike the advUlcdng blueeoats a heavy blow. Pickett, 

however, seemed to have a better opportun1tQ, He was told that he 

was to use )ds three br1gad.81!1. and. two ot Johnson's (Ransom's and. 

~iQllace' 8) in the pZ"Oject.ed attack. As the in1t.ial step 1n te.'a 

batt.le plan, P1aket:t.'s eo=and was to :march on Five Forks. There 

Pickett's 1.nf'anb,....,.. would renclezvou8 with Fitz Lee's cavalry. 

From Five Forks, -with the cavalry 1n .npport., P1ekett was to march 

toward Dimrl.ddie Court. House and assail the Yanke&8. Six at 

Pegrm's guns were alated to go with Pickett. 1£ the Confederates 

could drive Sheridan from D1.md.dd.1. Court. Houae. they would be able 
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to frustrate the Federal dri.ve to cut General Le.' e vital SQppl;y 

lines. J~y thsse orders, Ise had oarried out the suggestion 

originaUy advanced by wngstreet. A highly mobile task force had 

been concentrated and g1vron the mission of guarding the arnur' 3 

right flank. This teroe • ...nen assembled. would cona:1st of about 

6,400 infantry and 4.200 ea.valry. Having comp~eted.. his busines8 

.at Sutherland'a Station, lee returned. to Petersburg. 12 

The transfer of Johnson's two brigades to auc=ent 

Pickett f 8 task torce had. dangerously eeduc:ed the 1ni"antry st.ntngth 

of Anderson' 8 sma1-l oo:t"p8. Unl.aS8 units wen brough.t :from other 

sectors to take their places on the Unes f Anderson would have to 

spread his rmna1n1.ng men very thin. '!'he position held. by Anderson's 

carpel was important in itself'. and 1t also constituted. the seotor 

£'rom whioh troops could bf'J drRwn qu1.cn.t. in Gue ad.d1t1onal 

reinforcements had to be sent to Piakett. Lee, acoorciingl;y, moved 

to lS'h1.rt add1 tional troop, into this area. Brigadier General 

WUllam MaGRae's brigade of Heth's division was traneft!lrreQ floom the 

Mat to the net bank o£ Hatcher's Run. MacRae's troops were 

statl.oned. east o£ Durceea t M111. One o~ W1.l.aoX· 8 l::Jro1gadea. Colonel 

Joeeph H.. fb'ulan':I f vas tr!iU'l8f"V'l"fId froua the Lieutenant Run &rea to 

the rUle pit.a-80uth or Burgees' Mill. Follov1.ng its arrival on 

the west Bide ot: Hatch.er' s Run. McGowan's br1e:ade waa tePlporarily 

attaehed to Anderson's co!-ps. Hunton's br1«ade, which arrived from 
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Richmond on the morning of the 30th, was assigned to hold the works 

near thB junction of the Clairorne and 'Nhlte Oak reads.. lhmton 

would reoe:i.ve4h1.a orders frOm. General Johnson. The trenchS8 vacated 

by' this sh1.f't to the right were occupied by' OriDtes' troOP8. 1, 

Il:.tr1ng his advance il"om sutherland I a station to FiV'tt Forks, 

Fits Lee saw t'J:Jthing of th0 foe. Fit.z lee's troopers then moved 

down the D1..mddd.i. road. Bef"ore prooeed1ng very .far, the Southerners' 

vangu.ard established oontacrt. w.it.b. Morris' combat patrol. 14 

In the uant1me, Picket.t'. eolmm had also started for-

Five Fork.. Picket.t I s Une of march was tiM! White Oak road. The 

distance to be covered was onlJr a little more than four m1lts. 'l'he 

road led through a !'lat, drab oountn' o£ p1ne wooda and small open 

field8. Several roads, including the Orwnp road alang whlch the 6th 

Pennsylvania vaS' opernting, approached the WhiteOak road. from the 

south. S1:nce P1cket:t's column vas p88S1ng &m"Oss their :trent, the 

Union trooper. maci. the mc>at o~ their opportunity'. In addition, 

the patrols sent out by General Ayree were able to establish contact 

1i1th Pleket.t's soldiers. Celonel Pegraa'. adjutant. Captain 'vi. 

Oordon McCabe, wrote in h1.s diary: 

Our f'lank be1rC exposed to the eneqr, they 
harassed. WI with sna.ll bod.1ea or cavalry without 
intermission. General Plcket.t. 1JuJt.ead of 
Plahtnt on, etopped. f'ormed. a reg1&ftent in line­
of'_bat.t~9. and awaited some att.aok. MIlch 
valuAble time was l.oat in this way. A line of' 
8k:ir'adlllharS marah1.ng on our flank would. have 
been amp~e protection. 
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Piokett thought the maroh "neeesll!lar1ly slown because o£ the constant 

ski.rmialdng. "In front!). he reported, "we had to drive the enemy 

out of the WBo7 near~ the whole distancett. 15 

Major furrh' combat patrol was able to penetrate to 

wit.hin three-quarters of' a mile of Five Forks without dif'tieul~. 

The few Confedera1:.a scoats encountered we:r'$ easiJ¥ 'bruahed. aside. 

SUd.d.enly', however. the situation ch8nged drastically'. The attackers 

noW' became th. at.t.aeked.. F1t.z Lee's h.Rrd-h1.tUng diVision had 

arrived on t.h& scene. 3e1.dng the initiative. the Conf'ederates 

quickly surrounded. Morri.e I regulars. UndaUnted b;y thi!5 tum or 
events, the Union troopers dug: their spurs into their horses anQ 

out their wrq out. of 'the trap. Nevert.he1eas. the Federals lost. 

three oN'10Sl"s and 20 men. T'h.e Rebels likewise suf'tered several 

casualties. lurIong the ConfedarRt.e wounded was Bl"1pcU:er General 

\11.1l.1am H. Payne. "Return1ng to J. Bois.eau t s, Morrh 1nf'ozomed 

General Merr1.tt. that a etrong torce of Rebel oavalry bad. oc~p1ed 

Fh. Parka. 16 

The two other patl"o18 sent. out. by G1bbe. CroWn1nsbiel.ci· II 

and. Leiper'e, Of'()ued Gra"1elly RI.tn. Adva1"lcinQ: up the Bo,a.ton 

plank road. Crown1neh1ald I s oaval.rj'men succeeded 1ft establ1shing 

contact with ifarran's V Corps. Hav1:ng acoompUshed their lIIisaion, 

Crown1nshiel,dts tl"oopers rejoined the l::rigade. leiper' s troopers 

peMtzoat..ed. to within a short distance ot the l<ih1te Oak road.. Here 
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they spotted a strong infantry eol.umn marching westward toward F1.ve 

Forks. After IMI'nding back the neva of his diacovery. Leiper had 

his m.en feign attacks on the ecnfederates' lei"t flank. Those 

hara,sing taotics proved to be very effective, because the Rebels 

·,.;ould halt and form line of battJ.e. Once the infantry had deployed. 

the Gavslr;y WDuld rall back. The Con£'ecieratea would then assemble 

and the march wou.ld be rflswud.. This operation was repeated several 

times d.uring the af'ternoon. and the Southerners loet w.ch valwlbl& 

tUlle. F"t<om several. prieenera whOm they captured, the Yankees were 

able to 1d.ent1.ty P1.cket.t'. cmll"md. Once the Confederate. hacl passed 

beyond the po1nt whara the Crump road entered. t.he 'Jh1.te Oak road, 

Leiperls COl!ID:\and retraced. i,ts stepa and. rejoined G1.bb. 1 brigacie. ~7 

When Oenera1 Devin learned ot Major Morris I setbaok ~ he 

Mnt the lat u. s. Cava.lry and t.wc of Colonel F1:tshugh l l!ll regiments 

to recover the loat ground. Advancing up the Dirnd.ckU.. road, the 

Urd.o n troopers "" able to penetrate to w1th1n a short cllstanoe of 

Five Forks. By this time, Picket.t'. troops had. reaobed F1Ye Forks. 

spotUng a IItroll8 intantry bat.Ue 11ne ftl>v1nc toward. th8Dl, the 

lB 
cavalrymen tell boak. 

General Ctoook t s d1'\"1s1cn remained. at. Dinwiddie Court. House 

most or the d.ay. Oreggls brigade waa stationed. at the point where 

the Boyd.Wn plank re.ad. oro.sed Stoqy Creek. If Roon&7 tee IS and 

Rosser's d1v1elons were to rendezvous with Fit. I.e's they would have 
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to detour to the south of' StoJV Creek and to the west of' ChamberlJdn's 

Bed. During the morning one of Davie8' regiment.s, the lOth New York, 

rode up the Boydton plank. road and opened. COlllmUnications \>lith ,.jarren's 

corps. When Sheridan learned. that the Conf'ederates had occupied Five 

Forks in foroe, he directed General crook to re:Lnforoe Merrit.t with 

one brigade. i\cCOl"cU.ngq. crook orde:teed. Davies' brigade to move out. 

~eaching J. Boi.eseau's. Davies rep:.rted to Merritt. Sinoe the 

CooI'$derates gave no signa of' exp101tUig t.he SIlceess which they had 

scored at MorM.s' expense. Herr1.t.t decided not. to commit Davies f 

trooperm. Tbnugh. not oall.ed on, Davilll8 1 DlS'n s-emalned. in the sadc:lls 

ready to spring into acUon at a P'lOment's notice. 19 

On the night o£ the JOth. Dwin's d.lv1.al.on. rei.n:f'oraed by 

Davies' brigade. bivouacked on J. Boi/Jseau's .farm. for eecurl~ 

purposes. a strong line of outposts was ost.ablislled 'by the Federal 

·:)ff'icers to oOVElr tho oampa. 20 

Throupu:t the 10118 dreary dq. CUater t s troopers 

oont1nued to saoort the trll1n8. 'l'hd heav ra1u made this task a 

night.m.ra. Even with oorciuroy1nc, progress was d1aguat.1ngly slow. 

Large dotaUs were oonstantq at work la;y1ng "eo:'duroyll aJXi lltt1ng 

the wagons out of' MUd bol.et!. At "time., a her" or 11&118 would be 

ee&n. stal1d1.ng E!I what tlppeand to be soUd ground. SnddenJJr I one 

or the beast's hoots would s1nk out of S1.gh"t. As the o.n1mal 

struggled to eatCh U .. U-. all its feet would disappear into the 
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slime. The beast would then have to be pIll..led out of the Virgini.a 

q~icksand by a detachment of soldiers. At dark, the ho.acl of the 

wain halted four long. hard rn.iles east of Dinwiddie Court House. 21 

The intensive scouting and plltrolline 1lal'"l'"1ed out by 

M@rrl:tt'a ooJlllll2J1d enAbled Sheridan to cet a. good idea o£ the strength 

of the Contederate force to his front.. netwean 40 and 50 prisoners. 

including some hom P1~ettls di.vi.ai.on. were bagged by the Union 

Uoopel"s. One of the- captured infantrymen told Sheridan th.t the 

Rebel oavalry vas being aoncenu-ated at Five Forks. The same 

1M1v1du.al int'Ol"IQfIId Sheridan that Pickett's division had come from 

B\u"kes:vllle. SUpplemental reports reaching Sheridan's command post 

tJoolJl the f'ront correcte<l this lid.s:l.nf'ormaUon. 1'he Union scout" 

reported that Pickett's division was deployed alol'lg the ''':h1te Oak 

road., with its right anchored at Five Forks. Shel"1d.an relayed t.hia 

iDt&Uigenae to Orant. alo~ w1th'the :neve that Mefto1tt t s colllil4M 

22 
was encaapec1 at J. Bo1esean t 8. 

reached I"1.ve Forks. 1'hwe. ae: ant101pat.ad. P10kett f'ouDi Fita !.Be. 

The caval.r.Jma.n told. Piokett. that his tzooopera WUl"IB in oont..aot with 

the Yankees on the D1.nN1dd.1e road. So .tar. Lee stated. Me Il"eyo.l.a.cls 

had more thaJl held thea own. P1akett hac1 intended to press on 

to~ Olnwidcl1e Court House. 13u.t at't.er aotd'el'"l"Ul.g with nt.z Lee. 

tw dea1decl that. beoaUfi of the late hour. the vearine.8 of the 



troops J and the absence of Rooney lae I a and Rosser t a cavalry 

di.visiona, he would. wait until morni.hg, 

Tvo oE Pickett' 5 1nf'antry brlgadel!l W1"e moved down the 

Dimddci1. road about. three-qUartera of a mile. These units 'WOuld 

have the task ot proteoting the task force from a surprise attack. 

Advancing f the infantry encountered the ci1smounted Union cavalry 

lU'nted W'ith Spencer c- u-bine.. Undaunted, tJut butternute preaseci 

Confederate. occap1ed the des1g:nated. gro'llnd.. The other Conted.erat.e 

units blvcntaolted 11\ the wtIOds at. the forks. Merc1:f'ully, the rain 

ceased about. dark. Dt1r1ng the night. however. 1t began to tall 

heaviJ.r 8gain. The inf'al'ltry were pt"$pared. for th1., a.ft.er (I 

.ta8~. Colonel Pegram and his starf' bad _1-ther blAnkets nor' f'ood • 

Thoy had hopocl to retum that night to Burge •• ' Mlll.. 2, -
. . ' 

Sho~ aft.er the Confederates had bedded. down tor the 

night, RDOnay Lee'. and Roeser's div1.s1.ons reached Five Yorke. The 

St.aUon a n1.ghtaa.rare. Following the arr1Y8l or these tiro un1:t.s. 

F1.tz :r.. a88llMd ~ or the cavalry" corps. Brigadier Cktnera.l. 

Thomas T. Mwttorcl took eharge of F1.t-a Lee'. d1v1Bion. 24 

Oeneral Grant had written Sher1d.an on the rd.gbt at' the 

29th. "We wil.l sot. alt.oget.her all one an:cr here 'UnUl 1 t- b aeeJ\ 

what can be doDlt w1.th the ~." 25 Deepite Qrant.'.s intent.1ons, 
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the Union cavalry and Wantry- had aated ir.dependentl,y ot OM 

another throughout the d.a;1. Humphreys and W.arran were informed 

only that Sheridan Waa operatu!g on their lett. This was all. 

l;/arren had bean repeatedly warned on the 29th that he nttlst guard 

aId protect his l.e1"t, while at the same t1me hi" right would have 

to maintain contaot with Hwaphreys I CC'Jrp8. Yet. in hi. letter to 

Sheridan. Grant bad observed. that., "OUr l.1.ne 18 mw u.nbroken from 

the Appomat.tox to Dinw1dd1e." 26 

The o~ other re£erenoe to co-opcN"ation between the 

lnf'antr;r and cavalry up to this t1m. 18 tound in ona or Warren t s 

numerous collllllUJl1catl.ona to Meade. This menage vas sent at. 9150 

a. m. on the 30th. A sbort time 'bef'o:t"e. one o£ Sheridan's at.a1"t 

of'f'1oers. Captain George L. Gllleep1e. bad paaaed. 't:cr \-Jarren's comand 

poet. while bearing dlspaumea to General Grant. Gillespie told 

'>'Iarren tha.t H.err1tt·1J oowaand va. IUl.s.u. at J. Botaseau's, 

preparator;r to HrXl1nc out patrols to reel tor the l-Ih1,te Oak road .. 

rsporteci that /vTea' 41v1alon would. b8 eent on a £orced reconnaissance 

to W. Dabney·s. Upon reaoh1ng that po1.nt., lq'rf,.,1 troops: would be 

in a po8ition to "oo..opc'ate with General Sher1dan 1! he comes 

'."ltb1n reach". 21 

'By thio tllrte. however, Orant. had deoided that the 

operatiOns tor the dll3" "hould be confi.ned. to the intantry. Taking 



account o£ the heavy rain that had been :falling since the previous 

evening. GrMt addressed Q message to Sheridan. The lleutenant 

general eolUlIlat1d1ng observed: 

The heavy rain or to-day" wiU make 1 t 
1lnpo.sible f()r us to do Q.cn until 1 t dr1ee u.p 
a little or 'Ie get. road!! around our rear repaired. 
You may theret'ore leave what. cavalry you deem 
necealSa1'Y' to protect the left. and ho 1d such 
pl)s1t1.ona as you dMll neoe.aary tor tha:t pt;1.rp08&. 
and sem tho I a'nd.8l'" back. to HullJphreya' Station, 
where they can gat ha\Y and graln. F1f'V wagons 
loaded with f'orage will be sent. to you in the 
morn1ng. Som an officer back to direct the 
wagons baak to where you want t.henI. Report. to 
IJ1& the cavalr7 you will leave back and the 
positions you will OCOI1py. Could rot your 
c.avalr:Y Jl,O baok h;y the way ot stony Creek ••• 
Lst.atioD/ and dery or eapture the store of 
supplies there1 

Following the receipt. or thb letter, Sherl.d.an l.ei't. 

Dinw1.ddle Court House and hastened. to Grant I s headquarters. 

~$porting to Grant I s Gravel.,q Run commalld pon, Sheri.daJ1 urged the 

general to reconsider his order recalling the caval.r,v. Although 

the rain QontUQed to pour down, the persuasive Sheridan IJ\1cceeded 

in preva1l.1ng upon Grant to ehaDge hi.e m1ml. Tb.e cavalry 'WOuld. 

not be Withdrawn trom D1md.dcl1. Court House.. Grant. expressed t.he 

hope "that. 90Bm toed Jdaht :t"ea'Illt from. the presence" of Sheridan IS 

trQopel"'8 near Five Fork.. Ev1dentJ.y, Sherid.an vas &0 carried. avq 

with his arguments that he told G:rant that his trooper. had reached 

the White Oak road, which waf; not. true. When Sh .. 1dan returned to 
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Dinwiddie Court House, he carr1.ed. a.n order b-Oln Orant to hOld his 

positions on the White Ot1k road, even 1i' it pl"svented the ":sending 

back of al\'Y of ••• ./Jdil cavalry to Humphreys' Station to be: :fed." 

It Sheridan thought 1 t necesaar;1'. the SO wagon loads of forage 

ordered to his oomlMJld would be inc:reaMd.. 29 

During his return trip to Dinwiddie Court House. Sher:"dan 

stopped. at ',jarren's coIllllUUXi post, Bel"ore continuing his journay, 

Sheridan told "'anoen that he had. issued. 1natruCtiOllB for Olla or hi. 

divisions to adv4nC9 to the \~'h1te Oak road. :JO 

It appears that General. Meade and: his corps collJ1!lSnders 

operated at. B marked disadvantage. They had not beer.! given an 

opportun1t.y~ as SbM"1d.e.n had, to know what arant's plans were. 

Oenera'l Meade's position we .8pecia~ embarrasou,g. ~e wingS' 

of hill ArIqy of the Potomac were separated by Ord'. Army of the James .. 

whtch waG independent or Meade. lhaDIphreys and '«arran were under 

Meade's d1rect ool!lllland., wt the general oould onJ,y g1.ve the two 

QO);"ps coll8UU'ldera orders a8 hili received. them. from Grant)l 

The heavy rainfall had alao rencl.ereci it exb-emel$' dif't"icult 

J 
to keep the nppl1.ea or war m:terlel tI1Ov1zlg to HuillptJnys' and 

Warren's oorps. Warren deeided. to have the trains. wh10h had 

accompanied. hi9 troop. aero.. the Rovant.;zr. moved. mrth of' Gr:nell;y 

Run. large fat.1gue parties had to be turned out to help the 

teamstere. ken eo, it was harcl loing, because the wagoIl1!t "were 



n0ar~ imI;qovab~e in the mud". F1na.l.l3, the soldiers had to !'*e80rt. 

to Ute time-consu.m1nC task or OOk'cluroy1ng to get the heav:1~ loaded. 

vehicles to the front. turing the day_the ?,l"tion o£ the V Corp6' 

train which had been parked at Perlt1.M 1 Cll'Osaed. the Rowanty and 

moved to the intereection ot the Honk's Neck and Vaughan roads. :32 

Colonel Theodore Iqman, a Ull1.oa d1arlat. rElp'rt.ed that. 

the heavy rains had "reduClad t.h4I roads, already poor, to a hopeless 

pudd.ing". 1>Oravell,y Run". the colonel atated. "va. swollen to tre'bel 

its uRal siMI and Hateher's Rura swept awa;,y the bM.d«ee a.tld required 

"So ~b1.e ver<e the l"Oa.d8", 1p.an report.ed. , "am so 

questionable the po .. 1b111ty of gett.ing up suppl1ee. ElspeeiaLq 

torage tor the cava.lry, that the genera1s began to spequlate on the 

necess.tty o£ dratdng haole. The chiet quart.enna8lttw aa1d it waa t.he 

worst t1dl8 to move tra1.na he had ever seen. It took 1,000 engineers 

56 hours to get a train o-r 600 _goD tive m11e8l. II ') 

The 01"4er1ll 1'01" the advance ot the l.dant.ry. however, were 

not count.ermr&Med. Before retiring on the n:1ght. or the 29th, Ilarr"OOl 

prepared the O'r'dttrs which he hoped. would enabll!ll hi. corp. to oarry 

out the mission which Meade bad aesigned it. According to Meade1s 

diraet,1ve, the V CoJ"pe was to force the Rebels 'back into their 

fort1tlcaUone. In aeld.1t.1on. Warren was to reconnoiter to the lef"t 

to deYelop the Conf'ederates' poattlon in the area a.cljacent to the 
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Claiborne road. 4~n, therefo:re I ordered his three division 

collmlandera to hold thltir unib ready to resume the &.dvenoe at 6 

a. II!.. W':!U"t"en also alerted them to be on the lookout for a 

Confederate oount.eretroke. )4 

On the m::Jrni.ng of' the 30th. wl'l1.1e :'1arran's '!;;roops were 

preparing to move out. Grant informed Meade: 

As Warren and Humphreys advance, thU3 
short&ning t.h.eir 11ne I I think the former had 
bet.te:r move 1:v trut left. flank as far as he ean 
st.ret.ch out with safety. and cover the 'ifuit.e 
Oak road i.t' he cal)&. This wiU eonablA She:rldan 
to reach the .... LSoutheide Ra1l.rca.sl/ by Ford I IS 

road. and. it may bet double ths enem;r uP. so 
u to drive him o\lt of his wot'ks south o~ 
HatOMr t!J run. " 

Chi.et' ot staff' ~iebb reported. that Grant's ~etter reached 

the headquarterl!J or the ~ ot the Potomao earl1' on. the 30th. 

This: commun1catiDn waS rIOt tn complete accord with the one Grant 

hael sent to Sheridan on the evenine: of the 29th atat.1ng that the 

caV'Q1:r,y and 1nf'ant17 would. n act tosether a& one an;;r here WIIt11 it 

1e .. en what otm be clone with the en&II3"-. In so f'Q" as the 

opel"atlons o£ t.be oava.lr7 'WV'Q ooncerned.. Grant f s dispatch to Meade 

wa.s "at a ct.o1ded. var1anoe with the letter' "to Sheridan or the SQID9 

morn1ng teUUg h1m. to leave only 8\&Ch f'ot"Ce a8 he deemed nooe • ....,. 

to hold the l.e1t. and ..m the rema1hder back to ~. stat.iO'b .. " )6 

t\uo1ng the night. 'Warren had. had t1ma to reneot on the 

taot.1oal Bit1latlon. He el1d. not t.bJmk it would. be advisable to 



purSUIJ his advance up the Boydton plank road unUl Kuaphreysl corps 

'..18$ Qble to get into position on h1.s right. (It seems that while 

Miles' scout. had establlshed cont«ct with the V Corps, }dB battle 

11ne,.. however, had :failed to draw abreast. or CritEin l
• division 

bef"ore halting (.'on tOO 29th.) Warren was a.1ao worried about his 

left.. The oorpa aolllll.Qllder d,1.d. not believe he could ext.end th1s 

flank "nth proprie\y" unt.11 he eO\ll.d obtain some idea of Sheridan' 9 

lIlOvements. If hi::! left t'lank division (Craw1'ord's) m:1VeQ forward, 

its let't t"lank would "be 111 the air"", ;¥ben Warren sent a lMseace 

to. headqwart.ers at .!h.50 a. moo. reporting that his corps was ready 

to ',lOve, h. called. Chie! or Sta£t' webb'lII at.tent1on to these 

d:1.f'f"1au.lt.lea. In conclusion, ld8l'1"en remark:ed that be consi.dered 

the poai t.1on then oCQUpied. by his corps as the beat. avaUable 

unless Mead$ proposed to aeeault the ~bel torti£lcations at 

Burge8s' Mill. '7 
It was 8J30 ft .. Ill. before Warren re061ved. an answer from 

artI!J'" headquarters. Meade replied through his chief or otatt'.. "hen 

Warren gllitnaed at the message 3igned by Webb, h.e received scant. 

satisfaction. Webb informed ~arren that General Meude did not think 

he oOC'l:lpi.ed as web o~ the h'ont sa t.he strength o£ his corps 

warr'uted.. ~~ wanted Warren to use two o£ hi. d1viBiona (Ayres' 

and Crew1'ord'a) to reconnoiter the Confederates' right. :"lebb was 

unable to give Warren mach intOl'DlQUon recard1nI Sberl<lan' s movements. 



All th.<i.t Webb could do in this respect }iQS to state that Sheridan 

had betlh T!order&d. to attack or turn the enemy's rtght". ~;farron. 

bcr".ftV81", was to act independently of' Sheridan. "S'r t.he Rebels moved 

ou.t ,r their breastworks and aesaulteci Warren's left., the V Corps 

was to counterattaok. In this eV"fIDtuallty", Meade promised to BUp}x)rt 

',",arran "'wrl.th all thl:'t avaibble force to be procured." JB 

In the meantime, ~arr6!ln and Humphreys had exchanged 

messages. ht 6 Q. m. :,.J'arren lnf"ormed Hwnphreys t.hB.t he proPOsed 

to postpone his advan,ce until such time as Miles' division clrew ' 

abreast o£ Gr1f"t1n'II. Warren expressed. himsel.f as hesitant about 

sending Ori.ftinls troops. uneu.pported t across the broad open field 

to their f"rtont. Since Miles' soldiera had to peas through a heavily 

woodect area. warren felt \ t would be some time be£"ore they drew 

abreast of his COrp8. :39 

ReplT1nc to Wanoenls communication, Humphreys reported 

that hi. 001"P«l was movUs ahead. 81ow~ through a dense and alltlost 

1mpenetrabl.e svamp. In aooorctanoe with Warren's wishes. Hwapbr'Q8 

stated that he had. l"ei:terated tds 1n8trv.cUons for Milsa to 

re_e.t&blJ.ah aontaet. wi'th t.he V Corps. Desp1.te Humphreys' efforts, 

1. t. was alJQoat 7 -:30 ba:ro ... Hl.lee' bluecoat.s moved into 1'081 Uon on 

>,.j'1ll"'I"fm1 IS right flank. 40 

War1"'en, at. 6 a. Il., d1rect.ed or1ft1n to have BarU.ett ' • 

eldrm1..h Una f'ael the Confederate front.. Bartlat.tlg bhlecoats 
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were to ascertain 1£ the Southerners had p,U.l.ed. back .from the 

earthworks which they had occupied when darkness had put. a stop to 

the boet.Uities. 41 

There was a dense fog bl.tanket.1ng the area. so Bartlett 

determined. to delay his forced reOOMO.issance in hopes that the 

atmosphere would clear. It WoolS fortunate f'or the Federa.ls that 

the brigadier made this decision. About 6:;30, when the fog lUted 

a llt'lle. BartlBtt discovered that the right. .flank of his 3k1rm1.ah 

Une was w1.tb1n 150 yards or a l1.ne of Rebel rit'le pits. The 

soldiers BmIlft1ng the Union outposts deoided to see if' t.hey could 

entioe acme of the Rebels to desert. loaves ot 'bread were thrust 

on 'bqonet.e and held alott.. The blueooate then shoQted.. tlHey, 

Johnny:l Come over and. get so_ fresh bread and aof:t'ee. 1I Hone of 

the Southerners took advantage of the offer. 42 

A slight demollstraUon on the part. o£ the bluecollta drew 

a heavy fire. Sat1.8t'led. that the gro,yclade held the earthworks in 

torce. the Union sk1rmiahers, having aocompl1shed their miDoion. 

feU back a sbQrt. diotanoe .. 4:3 

Follow1.ne the receipt ot tho message signed by Chief of 

Statt Webb. ''';arren. deap1t. grave misgivings, prepared. to carry out 

the d1rect1ve "to extend ••• JJi1i1l.1na to the lert as fu as 

possible". Aires' div1alon was oalled up hom tho reS81(VG and 

maS8ed at. Mrs. Butler'a.. Reconnaissance part.1..,8 were Bent out to 

explore the countryside wost of the Boydton plank road. Af"t.er these 
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necessoiU';Y items were att9nded to. ',larren sent a letter to Meade's 

headquarters acknowledging the communication. Furthermore. Warren 

wanted to khlw what would happen if' he extended "his Una to the 

left as .far as poss1tle, using both Crawford aOO ~8n. and the 

Rebel.s ooddenl,y flanked h1m. If this transpired. ·tfarrEHi wondered 

what he weuld counterat.tack with. 44 

It tJRS 9:55 before -{arran received a reply to this 

dispatch. tlebb observed that }leade was "very anxious'l to have 

Warren cover as milch o! the .front as possi.ble connat.ant with the 

saf"ety o£ his corps. Mende l .9 intention, l.\I'ebb wrote, ¥as to have 

'darren deploy GrU'f'ln and Crnwford to the front.. W'hile he used A:;yres 

to cOYer the corpa' le.ft flank. In addition. Meade wanted the Jd 

Penn.s;ylVania Cavalry which was guarding Ararren's train to report 

to s..rDW headquarters. At th1.. time, Meade's QIQ. was located at 

the junction of' the MoDk's Neck and. V~ roads. 45 

In the meantime, Warren bad :received a J .. t.tor £'rom General 

Webb contai.n1n&: iDtormation regarding the Confederate t'orUf'1.cationa. 

The ehiet ot Bta.tt' reported. that he hRd recent.ly questioned .evera! 

de .. rtera and p!"1aonora. Ji'ro.m. tb$se people I ~'lebb had learned that 

the Confederate tortJ.t1caUons OQvered the Wh1 te Oak read. 46 

Ac.knowledK1nc Wabbls mesaage, Warren repl1eti that the 

lnt.elligenoe £atherecl by his 8COU't$ corroborated. the information 

Webb had obta1ned a1:out the l.ocaUOD of the Confederates I IIiIiCl1n l1Jle 
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of resistance. ConUnuing. ~iarren wrote that two deserters had 

stated that the 9artmrorks !'lanldng the Boydton plank road were 

strong _tlw1th two ll.nes of obstru.otions 1n f'ront".. These men 

reported that a largo lUID1ber of Negroe. had spent the Z9th 

strengthening these works. Still th1.nld.ng in defOMive terms. 

Warren reported that Crawf'ord I s troop. vera throwing up a tine of 

breastworks near the Boydton plank road. In case of a repl1l.ae, 

'~.[arr.n observed, these rU'le pUs would DWke a good. rally1rJg point. 47 

'fh1a dUpatoh was rece1.vad. b;r Heac1a at 9(35 a. at. Ten 

0' alook passed and still WU'l"eD' 8 corpa did not bw1ge. In the 

meant1me, Capt.a1n Gillespie had passed through the V Corps' lines .. 

FJ:ooIll the aaptain, Warren was able to seGU:re 1.n:rol'lUat1on concerning 

the poa1t.lon of Sheridan's aavalr,y.. TM.& neva Villi pt."OI!lP'tly relayAd 

to Meade.. It appears that this was the t1r'at de1'1n1te 1nf'Ol"Dlat1on 

that Meade had received of Sberi4an'. act.1v1t.1ee. 48 

At 10115. W8I'T'im IlJeDt uot.her meHage to headquarters 

expla.1rdng h1a c!ela;ys. W'U"l"en told bia ftpar10rs of Me plans. 

Be would. push out. ~s' diVision 1J::I aolwm as he had Or11":tin'. on 

the 29th. I£.i\yre •• flt the toe. he vas to siva battle. Meade was 

inf'onned that, 11" need 'be. VlIirnn would MlppOrt A7re. "with Dearl;r 

the- whole corps s.ncl .tallow tip a:r advantage p1necl". In the eTent 

that he was woreted.. Warren llII'Ot.e, be bad "a good. place to NioZ"lll 

on-. Wa2"N:D adDd.tt.ed. that. he va. "a lit.tie elDw-. but. he 'beUeY_ 



that it WIlS the onl1' way he could keep hi. "troope ·..ror1d.ng togethGr 

and conduct operations with oertaintQ". The corps commander 

expreaHCl the opinion that the roads and fields were gott.ing too 

80ft tor arti11er:r. and belleved. that Sheridan's cavalry would have 

troubl. op&rnU.ng advantageously. 49 

At lOs ,0 8. Jl1.. Warren directed. J\yrS8 to I!I8ke 4-

reconnaissance in tho direction of the '.,Jh1te Oak road.. Ayres waa 

to take his di.v1slon and move in a northwesterly d1recUon &om 

Mrs. Butler't!I toward S. Dabney's. All the co.l.wln felt ita way ahead, 

J\yres va. to .. that hi. lIQOuts mai.n:ta1ned oont.act with the corps' 

aldrmiah Une. wh1.ch would reraa1n stationary. I~ Arras' U-OOPI 

e:ncountered. aqy Confederates wi thl.n a mile of the Boydton plank 

road t they were to attack and drive th8llll back. qree VIl8 adIIon1Bhed 

not to ad'u'ance his mUn force farther than one m1l.e, unless it was 

to seaure an obv1.oua advantage. The diV1sion would take up a .trong 

p:!s1t1on with its flnnk. secured. Soouts were to be sen.t "to 

rBoonnol tv and develop the character of the country and the enell\Y' 8 

position". ~fJ vas informed that Sheridan's oaval.Jo7 was 1lla8Sad at 

J. Bol.aeau 'a and. was eDm1n1ng the Crump road. In the went that 

Ayres encountered. a SQperi.or torce and could hold on, Warren prom1.sed 

to reintorce him nth Crawford's diviSion. For coDlDl1llli.oation 

purpc'-sea. Q detaclultent ot Warrent. fIaOOl"t would acaolDpBlW' ~e8. 50 

Grant. at thi8 t1.me had a dU'f'erent op1nion o£ what 11arren.'e 

plan ot operat1ons should be. Hr1ting to Meade, Grant observsd. 



~ idea was that we should try to ext.end 
our left. SO QS to crOBS the ','Jhit.e Oak road, 
sq at. T';~ Dabney's. or as near up to the e.nen!iV 
as we can. This would 88Ul to oover a.ll the 
roado up to Ford's road. by which Sbttl"1sian 
might th ... Nove and get. on to the '.' ,Lsou the1de 
Rail.r'oeQJ I and poesib17 double up the t}!leUtY 

and drive h1.1J1 north ot Hateher's Rtm • .5J. -

The Southa1de Railroad. at the po1nt where it was crossed 

'by FON'S road rena1ned Sheridan's objeotive. 

For 1.n1"orm.ational pru0p08es. Webb torwarded Grant t • 

dispatch to Wa:r1-en.. The chief' of' atafi' reported that Meade, after 

exam1Jd.ng Grant I a menage. could see DO reason for atV change in 

the instructions which he had alreac\Y sent to Warren. Webb reported 

that Heade had reoebed. Iltx) in£ormatlon of Qenersl Sher1.dan' 9 

movements beyond the general atata.ent that General S. is to turn 

the 8neJlU'"' 8 right." 52 

Wazoren vas ellght.17 perplexed qy Gt'ant' 8 am Meade I IS 

messages. It seemed to Warren that Meadt .. on race1v1rtg Grant's 

oolQlllQnioatl.on. should h.a"nI s1gD1t1ed to him whether or not be WIil.S 

to extend the le£t tl..ank of' his corps aGrOaa the White Oak road. 

If he Wft'8 no" to black the White Oak road., Warren wou.l.d. have l1ked 

to know just how ~ hi. lett wae to move out. .Had. Warner been in 

commurdoatlon with Orant. he P"'Oba~ would have $Ou,sht. to obta1n 

dafi.!'lite inf'oJililaUon on this su.b"eot.. " 

By 11-30. the signal corps penoMel auaaeeded. in extenti1.ng 

the .f1&ld telegraph to Warren I 8 CCltIIIIImd post. 'lhe tranum' aa10n of 
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messages between Meade's and. ·,.jarren's headquarters was v-eatly 

expedited. 

In an ei't'ort to cl.a.rify the Mtt.er. \.Jarren. at noon, 

addressed another communication to General ~ebb. After 

acknowl.edging the receipt of the diepatoh encloeing the one .from 

Grant. "";arren inquired abou. t Meade's statement that there was "no 

reason to change his previous orders". ;.J'arren pointed out that 

Meade had Ifnever said defini teq bow .far ••• JJ;iJ was expeoted to 

extebd nor the obj&<tt deeired". "General. Grant", Harren observed. 

"is definite on both points, and. 11' I am to attempt ••• lie block 

the: White Oak roai/ Iqaelf' at all hazards I don't shrink from it." 

',{arran thought that perhaps General Humphreys, U required. might 

be able to ocaupy part of the front occupied by the V Corps. The 

ooZ"pe collllland.er knew fro. bitter experience that he should extend 

his "let"t toward. the White Oak road with strong force and precaution 

against an attack !'rom the enIIIIV". Warren informed. Webb that he 

had seen Sheridan. and. the cavalr,y lead.er had ordered a d1v1s.1on 

to the :~te Oak road. This, ,>jarren believed, would great:q 

slmpl1f:r his eoheduled movement. 54 

General i-larren ev1.d&ntJ;r was aJU'.o;yed. by the vagueness 01' 

hie orders. Acoord1ng to the word he rece1vecl :from Meade f s 

beadquarters, he we to ttnend. his lett and keep it well guar<led _ 

that was all. Grant, however, wanted Warren to ah1£t. to the left 
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and support Sheridan's cavalry in an attempt. to turn the 

Confederates' right. ""arren was able to inter ~re from. Grant I" 
dispatch than Meade's. 'This disposition 't\Y :.'larren to know the 

object and extent of n movement direoted qy his superior officer 

was definitelY Q .taul.t in his milltary oharacter. 

Meade was more patient than :..farren. An examination of 

the correspondence which passed between Grant and Meade on the 30th 

ind.icat.ee that the ool1ltQ.an:ier ot the Arrrr:f of the Potomac knew very' 

little of the llwtenant general CODUllandingts master plan. 

Furthermore. it should be observod that a.t noon ' .. larren had Ili8t 

Sheridan.. 'The caval.t7m.an. at this time, told 'rlarren that one o£ 

h1.a divisions was sehedul.$d to IIlOve rorth to the White Oak road. 5.5 

detin1te information regarding Sheridan's aotivities. Grant reported 

that the cavalry sent out by Merritt had encountered the 

Codederatee in considerabl.e forM_ Tho bluecoated. patrols, as 

they advanced up thE! 'P1nw1dd1.. aOO CrImp roads. found the ',-Jhi te 

Oak road covered by the Rebel. troopers. Pwlb1..ng ahead, the Union 

cavalrymen were reported. to have seized. Five Forks. (Copi.ee or 

this message were also sent to Humphreys and Warren.) 56 

Yet.. 88 late as 2 p. 11.., Grant. retueec1 to COAJl1t h2..m8elt 

on the degree o£ ao-operatlon that should exist between Meade's 

1nrantry and Sheridan'a oavalr,y. At that hour. the general 

telegraphed the President, who waa at City Point: 
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I unde~tand the number of dead left qy 
the enemy yesterday for us to bury" was \ll\1ch 
greater than our own dead. The CAptives were 
larger than reported 21so. amounting to ahou t 
160. This IIIOrning our troops have all been 
pushed forward. and now oeeupy 11 line from 
what you see laarked on tbe .map 3S the Crow 
house acrosa the Eoyd~n plank road north of 
WhW8 the Quaker road intersects it. Sheridan ' s 
cavalry is push1l"l6 forward toward the White 
Oak roAd. and 1 think this afterl'lOQn or 
t,"-.JIIOM"Ol; 1.1157 push on to the ••• L5)uthslde 
Ra1lro&li/ • 

As if .larren were no t hav1ng Etoough troubles with his 

left, the badgered general could not. ignore his right.. At 11120 

a. m •• \-larren received a dispatoh !'rom HwIIpbray"s. The commander 

o£ the II Col"pS itU"ormed 'Marren that.. at the moment, his Une of 

battle extended !tin a straight line past the Crow house u to the 

V Corps' right. Humphreys stat.ad that he had directed Mott's and 

Hays I sk1r'\Q1shers and those on the right of Miles f d1.vision to see 

if they could reach Hatcher' 8 Rnn. Coneequent.l;y. Humphrey8 wanted 

to kn:lw if I.!arren intendecl to move .fQrward • .58 

In rep~. Warren pointed out thnt, .AS the Confederates 

were reported to be .trong~ ent:"enched. he would be WlAble to 

advance up the Boydton plank road. The "g1mtinh on his extreme 

right. '.-Jarren commented. had. been refused tor the want o~ a 

connection the previous evening. These organizations would be 

abl.e to co-operate in Humphreys' advance. General Miles. '\-Iarren 

cont1Jm.eci, had. his permission to make any acljuatments 1n thU 

89otor that h. thought. practicable. 59 
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Throughout the morni.ng •. ian-en had been so busy receiving 

dispa.tches and giving orders that he had been unable to leave his 

command post. .'\i'ter eating l.unch, ,.'arren decided tc vi.sit the 

front. Proceeding up the Quaker road ... .'arren reached. J. Stroud's 

just as Bartlett IS sldrm1ahers started to move forwa.rd. Prior to 

'.-.'arren's axTival. :lri:f.t'in had eeen toJ.d by his scouts that the 

Confedera.tes were pulling back. In the face of :-Iumphreys' advance. 

the Southerners had determined to abandon their advance Una of 

outposts in the Burgess' HiU sector. To take advantage of thi.s 

situation. Griffin authorized Bartlett to advanee his skirmish 

60 11ne. 

Following this Coni'ederate pull back. a personal 

reconnaissance convinced. 'r/arran that Griffin's battle Une could 

now cross the Op9n field. in safaty. In addition, an advance 

would enable the V Corps to gain JX>li!Iaeaslon of the polnt where the 

Dabney's Mill road debouched. into the Boydton plank road. This 

'WOuld be Rn important gain because it would fncilltate commwU.cation 

between the II and V Corps. Warren aocordingly directed Griffin 

to advance his battle l.1.ne. 61 

Griffin iDlned1ately relaired this information to his 

brigade COlJflDtl.nders. '..tit.hi.n a few ttdmt.es, Bartlett.'s line of 

battle. closely supported. by Gregory's brigade, moved up the 

Boydton plank road. On the ri&ht. :m • .l.aa' blueooats llkewise i'Qrged 
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ahead. ;,lithin.9. few minutes. tha Federals were able to oec:upy the 

field fortifications reoen~ly held qy Johnson's outposts. Having 

gained their objective. the Northerners halted and took cover. A 

Rebel battery mounted behind a Plrapet near the Burgess house 

hatmBBred away at the advanc1ng Yankees with shot am shell. ~ 

Union artillery units (Battery B. 4th U. 3. and Ba:t;.terles D and a. 

5th u. S.) emplaced at the j\&netion of the Boydton plank and Guaker 

roads returned the butternut cannoneers' fire. No opposition !'rom 

the Rebel infantry' ,)a'1s" encountered. by OrU:!ln's troops. 62 

As soon aI.!I his men had. gained. the abandoned rUle pita. 

"warren rode tOl"W'ard.. Training his field glasses on the Confederate 

main line of resistance, tlarren foW'Jd that the .fortifications 

cover1ng Burge.e l 1>t1ll "were weU located and aonstruct.ed. and 

det"ended by infantry and. art1.llery1l'. The t1mber had been slashed, 

and where there were no trees. an "abatis had been la1d.". 63 It 

was apparent to '.4arren that al\Y :farther advance by the l"ederal.s up 

the Boydton plank road would be fiercely contested. 

There was l"I::) turther aotion along Or1.tf'in ' s front un'til 

late in the afternoon. At 4 p. lll., Colonel Ryman's: North Carolina 

brigade moved out of' the i'orU.f1cat1ona. Driving in the Union 

sk1rm1.ebers, the Rebels l.au.nohed a sharp attack on Bartlett's 

battle llne. -ASs1sted by" the f12"(1 of the two regul.ar batter1es 

posted at the junct.ion, the bluecoated in£'antl7 oasil;y beat o£f 



, this sortte. Several prisoners were captured by the Federals. 

On..-; of these. a member of the 34th North Carolina, to1d. tha Yankees 

tha t Hyman I s brigade had moved into the Burgess I ~1ill sector 

during the IIlOrning. Following Hyman's arrival, Johnson's division 

had shifted. to t.he right. 64 

Upon the approach of darkness. Orif'f'1n reaalled. Gregory' 5 

brigade; Bes-tlett's troops were left to hQld the captured. rif'le 

pits. Returning to t.he junat..1on, Gregory's soldiers oamped. 1n the 

field around. the stroud houee. 65 Gr1!"1'in's other brigade, 

Chamberlain's, spent the day at Lewis' farm. bury1.ng the dead. and 

collecting the 'WOunded from yesterday's engagement. 66 

Ayres' division mved. out about noen. to make its forced 

reconnaissance toward the '.4hit.. Oak road. The route selected £01" 

the division. advance was the road. which lfi9d from Mrs. Butler's 

hoU88 Oft the P..oydton pl.ank :road by the Holliday hou.se. Thi. road 

entered the White Oak road. near Halter ButJ.er's rea1dence, which 

was II. short distance west of the Cla:1borne road. i\Yres I vanguard 

reached Ho1l1d.a;r18 without ~ncoWlt.er1ng aIO" opposi.tion. The 

advance brigad., Bz*1cad1er General Frederick Hinthropls, crossed 

the booming branch o'E GroaveUy Run that was to play' 80 lJaportant a 

part 1n the bat.tle or White Oak road on the next dq. Observing 

that his troops were having considerable d1£f"1culta- getting aerosa 

the ra1n-8'WOllen stream, Ayres Qrdered his two other brigades. 
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Brigadier Generals Andrew >I. Denisonls and James O\tynla. not. to 

cX'Oss. Taking perl t10n on the right bank of 

un1.t.s, as was the C\1stom. began to entrench. 

the brnnoh, 

67 

these two 

1t;'1nthrop's brigade penetrated to witM.n 600 yards of the 

\.Jhite Oak road before halting, Skirmishers were then pushed to 

within 400 yards of the road. Captain HorreU with the escort 

comp3l\Y succeeded in getting astride the road -ror a. ff.JW brief 

moments. From their advance position in a small olearing. the 

Federals were able to obssrve the ai'terfX)on's activities on the 

'·.Jh1.te Oak road.. 'l'ha Tank.,.. watohed as a strong force of Rebal 

1n:.fan'b"y (Picket.t's command) marohed westward toward Five Forks. 

·,,'hen GrUfin's troops moved to oocupy the advance ritl.e pi.ts 

tl.anld.ng the Boydton plank ro~d, tbe eound of battle' Oame drittinf!; 

in from the east. For a few m1.nutea: • the Confederate eol.wDn 

paueed be1'ore prses1.ng on. turing thia timo, Ayres dashed oEf a 

message to '.-farren reportJ.ns: that the Rebel 1nfan'bT waD WOV2.ng 

baok toward Burge .. ' Mill. Warren. in turn. rellq'"ed this 00",,, to 

;''Ieade I is headquarters. 68 

At'ter a t_ Jllimtes. the SOutherners reaumecl the rqarch. 

ShortlY thereafter. Captain Horrell's troopers captured a Rebel 

o.ff"1oer. The Confederate told tht!l Federals that he belonged. to 

Pickett's cl1v1sion and was in charge of" a wagon train. nua 

intelligence was promptJ3' forwarded to Warren. 69 
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Reconno1.ter1ng the area north of HollllIkv' 8 farm, Ayres 

reported that. there WIre ~ Ccnf"ederal-e entrenchments to his front.. 

M Ayres 1.nterpreted his front. he was correct. when he lIl8.de this 

su:t:.ement. At this t:1.me. oo'Wver, the general was gazing out on 

the p:lrtion of the '·,'h1te Oak road west of the Cl.ai1:orne road 

junction. Had Ayres faced mrt.h ilUltead ot northwest, he would 

have observed that there was A fortified line covering the "Jhite 

Oak road to its junction with the Claiborne road. At the junction. 

the ear"tflworka veered .8harp~ to the right and. oxtAnc!Gd to Hatcherls 

R 70 un. 

The newe that Ayres' patrol:J were feeling their lfay 

toward the :v'hite Oak road west of the Halter Butler house caused 

the COnfederates to take action. General lee issued instru.ctions 

for General Jobnson to deploy one of' his regiments outside the 

work~. No attack was to be mad. on the Federals at this tble. If, 

hovever, thi.s Union unit proved to be the le£t f'lank: of' the Army 

of the Potomac it would be aasaulted at a later date. In accordance 

with Johnson's orden, the 41st Alabama moved out of the works, 

crossed the White Oak road, and took position athwart the Union 

line or advanoe. Be£ore darkness put a stop to aotivities in this 

sector, the Alahemene were in contact wit.h -vresl soouts. 71 

~9. having aocompllshed his m1aaion. cover~ his :f."!ooDt 

with a strong l1D8 o~ out.posts and wa1ted. for .tu.rther ctevelopDlltnt.s. 



0n his right., ,\jrres' sk1.rm1.aher& were in contact wl. th GrUf.tn t s 

pickets. .'..bout dusk, Warren visited. Ayres' command post.. After 

approv1.ng .'o/res' dispDeitlons. 'rlarren rode ba.ck to hb beadquarters. 

whleb he reached. after dark. 72 

Crawtord I B troopa spent the day ostrengthening their J1l8.1n 

line ;)f resistance which paralleled th" Boydton plank road. The 

division'3 lett flank rested on Grave~ Run and it3 right near 

Stroud's ~~. In addition to throwing up bren5t~orka. the troops 

were kept b.l.ay slashing t1m.ber. The gunners of Battery D. let New 

York Ught Art111el"J" emplaced their four 12~pounder Napoleons west 

ot the Rainey house. They would be able to furnish support to 

Crawford's infantry in the ea.se of a sudden Confederate onslaugbt.. 'n 

Be!'ore the II CorpB reSWllt!Jd. its advanoe on the JOth. it 

was reinforced by a division froJ!l, the ~ of the ~ames. In 

aocordance with an order from Grant I Ord directed General G1bbon 

to have one of hll!1 divisions cross Hatcher I :s Run and. supp6rt 

Humphreys I oorpa. Bef"ore ret1r1ng on the night of the 29th. Gibbon 

had issued. 1nstr\olctioos f'or Qen8ru.l Turner to have his diviaion of 

the XXIV Corps on tn_ road by 5 n. lIl. Aft.er arOEl81ng to the west 

side of Hateher ' s RQn. Turner OIOuld report to General Humphreys. 74 

Fr.ompt.ly. at the de-signated hour Turner's d1v1el.on moved. 

out. After crossing Hatcher's Run. Turner's troops marched to 

Dabney-f s Hill. Within one hour utter learlD,g his camp. Turner. 



despite the terrible weather, oompleted his dispositions. As 

directed by Humphreys, Turner }XJuted. his oommnnd on the right of 

Ha;ys t dl vision. To make room for the soldiers from the XXIV Corps, 

Hays t troops closed. to the left. 'I'\trne:r t 8 lett .tl.ank rested on 

Dabney's Mill and his right on Hatcher's Run near Armstrong's iU.l1. 

Brigadier General Thomas M. Harris' and Lieutenant Colollel Andrew 

Potter's brigades were deployed into 11.ne of" battle. Harris' was 

on the left and Potter's on the right. Colonel WilUam B. CUrtis' 

brigade was held :1,n reserve. 75 

The apeed. with whioh Turner had .formed h1.e d..1.vi.ion 

8ll:abled Humphreys to start bio attack as .obeduled~ At 6 a. m. r 

the powerf'ul Unioll battle line started forward. A large m.uaber at 

8k1rm1shara screened Humphreys I advance. 76 

It took Hays' di:vision abou.t. two hours and one-half" to 

reach its objective _ the area around the J. crow f'arm. Since 

the bluecoat. had expeoted to encounter heavy resistance I their 

advance had l:.Jeen very oaut1oua. At J. crow's. the Yankees .round 

plenty of' evi.denoe (abandoned. gear and suppllea) which 1ndlaated 

that the Rebel. bad. hurriedly 8Va.ou.ated this area during the n1ght.. 

Raving reached. hiS' goa1, 08D8!"al Hays put his troops to work 

throwing up breastworks. Two br1gadu (McIvor's and OlBtated.'s) 

wera; stationed. on the li.nes, while S¢h' 8 were held in :reHil"Ve. 71 

Onoe the troops had started to d1g in, Hays told Colonol 
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Olmsted to send out a strong combat. patrol and see 1:1' he could 

locate the Confed.erates I main line of resistance. ',(:1. t.hin B. i3hort 

time, a three .. regiment patrol (the 19th Haine. the 184th Pennsyl.vania, 

an:!. the 36th \iiseonain) moved forward. The Maine regiment. which 

was deployed as ak1.rmishers. was supported by the other two units. 
~ 

After advancing about three_fourths at a m1.1e through a belt at 

slashed timbers, the bluecoata sighted a Confederate strong point. 

The soldiers observed. that this redoubt (Fort Powell), which was 

situated on the south bank ot Hataherls Run. 1IIOunt.ed. two guns. A. 

second e8l"tlnlJork, in which oM gun was emplaced, vas 8180 spotted. 

Eeth rorts were within $UpporUng distanee at one another. After 

send.1.ng back news of his diseove:t7, Olmsted had the soldiers of 

the 19th Maine open rae. The Ma1neDlen had previousq oCloup1ed 

positiOns within :300 yards of Fort Powell. Unable to depress their 

heavy ordnance enough to pla;y on the l'ankeell, the greyclad.s had to 

rely on their enna~ when they returned the Yankeell' fire. The 

Confederates and the m.en ot the 19th Ma:1ne sn1ped awu;r at one 

another until 4 p_ m. At that ~. the 36th Wisconsin \I!IiO'V'ed 

forward and rel1.eted the Ma!.De reg1.lllent. 18 

Turner' 81 troops kept abreast of Hqs t battole l1ne as it 

pushed ahead __ As the advance continued, 'fumer I s d1:v1"ion toum 

itseU &queesed out. of ll.ne. The reason behl.nd this development. 

was tbe sharp meander to the southwest described 'by Satcher's Run 



in the portion or the channe1 between Durgesa' and Armetrong'. 

mills. To avoid be1ng completely crowded out or position. Turner's 

divisl.on WQS forced to cross Ha.tcher's Run a 8econd. time. "'ihen 

the division halted and entrenched. Harriet left flank: rested on 

the ",t.ream. On the opposito flide o£ Hatcher's RUJl was Hays' 

right flank unit, MoIvor's brigad.e. Pot.ter's brigade on'I'urner'$ 

right ,.,as in oontaot with Fost.t:Jr's division. 19 

On Hays' left., Matt I Il ba.ttle Une worked 1 ts ~ throu.gh 

a dense 'belt ot UDdergrowth. The tew Confederate p1ckets encountered 

were eas1J;r brushed aa1d.e. Mott'. troops drove aero" the road. 

llnking Dabney's Mill with t.he Boydton plank road, A SW8DlllY broanoh 

of Hatcher's Run was also negotiated. After an advance ot about. 

three..quartere of a mUs. the d1v1sion halted and began to entrench. 

The right .flank of Pieree'a brigade was pDsted wat ot the Crow 

house. P1eroe's troops WW'8 in contact with HaJrs t blu.ooa~. De 

'l'r'obriaftd'a brigade. u or:. the previous dsJ". was hel.d. in reserve 

by Mott. ~fulle Pierce I oS and McAllister' B soldiers were busy throlffing 

up ear~. De TrobriaDd waa oal1ed upon to fu:'n1eb large tatigu.e 

details. Some ot these groups were pu.t to work repairing t.he Dabney 

Mill road. Others were given the task or eorduroy1:ng l"O&ds and. 
, 

blildlng bridges to tlloil1tate the movement of the corps I art1Uery 

to the n-ont. 80 

M1l.ea' d1v1sloD w1tb three brigades (Ramseyta. Madill's. 

J? 



and Scott's) deployed into lino of battle had a rough t.1me 

working its ~ througb the thick woods and dense underbrush. 

Eaoh of the brigade commaniars covered. his front with sk1rm1.shers. 

During the night, Ramaey's brigade on the left had lost Contact 

with the V Corps., It loIal!l 7:)0 a. m. before Ramsey's unit was .Qble 

to re ... s!;ubl1sh liaison with :iarren's soldiers on thei::r lef't. At 

9 a .. m. Miles' troops reached the Dabney's ~lJl.ll road. Here. the 

division halted. while the brigade co~s re_formed their units. 

Since Miles' battle line .... as oow abreast of ':Farren IS. 1 t would be 

Very dangerous to proceed £arth6r without a corresponding 1It7vement 

on the part of' the V Corps. Warren. howe"1et", ref'used to budge. 

Art1~ler7 was row broilght forward. The four 12-pounder Napoleona 

or Batt.ery It. 4th U. S. Ught ArUUery were unlilnbered. at. the 

junct.1on of' the Ibydt.on plank and Quaker roads. The oannoneers or 

Battery M. lst New Hampah1.re emplaced their tour 3 .. 1nch r1£lea a 

short distance to the len at Bat,tery K. 81 

General M1la.'employad hi.l!ll other brigade. Nugent's. on 

fatigue dettdla. Larp detaohment.s were drafted from Nugent's 

collllllaDd. and PI.I:t. to lIOrk eorduroytng the roads. 82 

During the morn:1ng. tV\:) Confederate deserters surrendered, 

to M:1les l scouts. When escorted to the general t oS cOIII!W'Xi plat. 

the Southerners stated that they belonged to Scales f North Carol1na 

brigade. (At this time. Soal.es \faa sick, and Hyman was in oharga 



of the unit.) The two soldiers informed the Federal. officers that 

their brigade had been pulled out o:t the Petersburg lines long 

before da,;rl:¢oeak. A1"t.er C'l"osaing Hat.oher's Run, t.he:l.r organization 

had ocou.pbd. tlle rifle pits covering Burgess' Hill. Neva of this 

interesting develoJllll8nt vas promptly re1a;yed to Meade' 0 GHQ. 8) 

EarlJr in the afternoon. Humphreylf reoeived instructions 

from Meade to move his corps as olose to tM Confederates' main 

Une or rElaiatanoe as POSSible. When this had been accoJJ<Pl1shed. he 

va. to entrench his command. Huaphrey8 would then uke an 

inepeaUon and not1f';y headquarters bow Ul'V" troops would be needod 

to bold the !'rent tram the Boyd:t.on plank road to Hatcher' B Run. 84 

M • result of the extensive sGOuting and patral.l1ng 

carried out by his 801.CU8l"S throughout the morning. Ranlpbreys had 

al.reaq p1npo1ntacl mat o£ the Contedftrate forUf'1cat1ona: .. 

Huaphrey. a.w that &ye' ani Mott's troopa had driven alD::J.t. as 

clo .. to the roa's works aa poasibJ.a. If' these two UD1t.e: at.tempted 

tmgagemen:t.~ Onl;y on the len. in Miles' sector, vas there a chance 

of mviDg cloae:l" to the Confederate works without soh .t1.ght1ng. 

Hwuphreys. theretore. i.sued. inBtruCUcns tor M:U.ea to PQ.sh f'orward 

and examine the torUf,~.t:1ons which th& creyalada had. ereotect to 

cover the ap~~ahe8 to Burgees- 1"111. 8,5 

Fol.lov1ng t.he reoe1pt. or Hwlphreys' orders, Mlles' 



div1.81on resumed the advance. Covered 1:tr a &trona: u1rm1sh line. 

the bltulclAd line oC bat.tle moved relenU.ssl,y ahead through the 

thick undergrowth. Since Mat.t.'a division held ita ground, MU.es' 

commaoo pivoted on ita right flank br1gad.a, SOQt.t'.. On the left. 

Ramsey's leCt f'lank gu1dod on the Boydton plank road. Ramsey's 

3ld.rm1Bhers (the 53d Pennsylvania), as they pushed ahead. forced 

the Confederate outposts to .fall back. As soon .a tbeir pickets 

had retired. the Southorll artUl.er1ata opened. tue on the blueeoat.s. 

Both Ra.mse;yl s sk1rmiahers and hie battJ.e l.1ne W'W'e shelled by the 

Conf'ederate camK)neel"s. Thia bombardment, however, proved.. to be 

so 1Det"f'ect.lve that, for practical purposes, it. was US8l.ea8. 86 

When they moved f'orward. the ~8 covering the 

ac:lYaMe o£ MU.ea' center (Had"] 'a) and r1cbt tladc (scottts) 

'br1gad. .. alao claahed. with the Contederate pj.cket.s. The lllth New 

York. which was screening Madill'lI units, drove the Rebel 

c1d.rm1shers a.0r08. the road. Hnld.ng J. Crew'a with the Boydton 

plank road.. At tho samet Ume. the regiment oov.ri.ng Scott's 

advance. the 5th Hew Hampshire, 8truck and drctve 1n the Rebel 

outpoSY. 87 

When Genera.l liwIpbreys harned. t.hat HUe.' d1v1a1on bad. 

craNed the J. Crow road and waa: in full view or the Rebel 

torti .. fioaUona. be ordered. the advance stoppecl. HUes was directed 
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to entrench h1s pos1Uon. -o/1t.hin a few m1ml.tea att.er the reoe1.pt 

af thi.s mas$age, Mils. had his troops hard at work throwing up 

forUf'icationa:. sa 
At the time that Hyman's North Carolina brigade drove in 

Gr1£tln's outposts, the gre,yclads made a fe~ble thrust against the 

lef't flank of Miles' division. F.am8ey's sk1rm1shers. tw compAnies 

of the 5Jd Pennsylvania, easily beat o£~ the attack. About th1.s 

titne, ColonEll Scott deoided to reUeve his 8ld.rm1ahars. The 5th 

New Hampshil"e W'Q8 l"ooal1ed. an:i tho 26th Michigan and the 140th 

Pent'Ulylvania tI10Ved f'onrard. Ta.ld.ng podtiDn near the Cont"edel"'ate 

!'ort.1f'lcatians. the shQrpsbooters from these two regiments' exchanged 

shots with the greyalad snipers until darknell8 put a atop to the 

day's 'hoaUllt1es in th1.s sector. 89 

Once Miles' t:'oopa had etarted to dig in along the Crow 

road. th", oannoneer81 oE Battery K. 4th O. S. L1ght..Artlller,r and. 

Battery M, lot Nov _h1r. L1ght ">'tiUery Umbered up their 

pi.e... MoV1.ng up the Bo;rd.ton plank road. tbe gunners paced their 

" eight gUna in ba:t.tery neal" the Rainey house. Just before dark, 

Battery B, lot Now J .... _ L1ght ">'tillBry lef't the artillery park 

at tho Brown house. Ut111z1r!c 11 road openocl by the fatigue parties. 

the gunnera hqded tor the front. The New Jersey bat.t.er;y emplaoea 

their tour 12-=~8I" Napoleona near the crow house. 90 

When Hwaphreys reported to Meade at 4 p. m •• he announced. 



that the right t"lank of the I! Corps liaS anchored on Hatoher's Run, 

at a point 400 yards east ot: the Crow house. Tbe oorps' l.ef't. 

.r1ank~ he stated. rested on the junction 01' the Boydton plank and 

Dabne;y 1 9 Y.111 1"Oacis:. scout1.ng parties had located the Confederate 

det"enae Une in th.is sector.. 'lWo large redoubts had been found. 

These formidable earthworks were about 800 yarde in front of. and 

opposite the II Corps' flanks. A third su-ong p:lint, which was at 

a greater distance from the Ul'11on l1.n08. had been observed. 'l"h1s 

work was between the two redoubts. From time to time, the butternuts 

had employed the heavy ordnance emplac«i in these works against 

Hwaphreyst tzooops. Humphreys inf'ormed his superior that his line 

was Italready tolerabl,y intrenched" and could he held by Molt's and 

Hqs I d1v1.81ons. Thi.e would ledve M1J.es' oo=ma.nd available tor 

81'\1 other 8s81gtaents wh1ch Meade might 'txt contftJlJplat1ng.9~ 

Throughout. the rema1nder or the wet. af't.ernoort. the rai.n.. 

drenched men o~ the II Corp. were kept bu..,. throwing up elll"t.lrworks 

and corduroy1ng roads. Altogether. 1.300 men were ordered to 

report to Capt.a1n Charles if. Howell tor labor on the roads. The 

work on. the: Dabney's ~l road. which was the corps la:teral l1.ne 

or oo'l'tfl1Wd.caUons, 1rRl8 h1n1ered by a shortage D£ toola. By dark 

the :tat1Jue ~ti •• .from Nugent t B brigade had laid onJ7 a mile or 

corduroy. When 1.nf0l'Blf!Kl 0'£ this. ~ issueQ lnartructiona 

tor M1.lea to :pat f!IYm7 IUU\ he GOuld spar. on t.h1.t project. 1lII the 



morning. In an etf'ort to chee:t" u.p the water_soaked troops I lagging 

spirits. Humphreys authorized his division cOmaRnders to send for 

whiskey. Humphreys cautioned, howev'e1"'. that he didn1t know where 

they 'WOuld be able to obtain the fiery stimulant. 92 

At'ter covering ths-ir fronts with a strong line of out}XIsts. 

HuMphreys' dlvisinn commander!! permitted their men to bivouac. 

Sinae the oo:t."pe was ClUIlped near the t08. the sentries ware direoted 

to sound t.he alarm in aase of ~ wm.su.al tiring on the plcktlt line. 

aef'ore l'etir1l!g. the brigade oolmll9JlCiers were instructed. to have 

their troops '\1Dier IiU"ID8 at 4,,0 a • .III.. At't.er being tormed. t.he 

soldiers were to remain at the1l" bat.tle st.aUona until da;yllght. 93 

On the morning of the 30th. Gtmeral Maolatnsle's cavalry 

divisiOn of the Arnt:I of' the J&lIte8 was tranaf'ernd fro. Hancock's 

station to H\\IIIPhreYs ' station. later in the ciq, the cavalrymen 

broke camp f'or a second t.ime and marched. to Monk's Neok Hridtt:e. 

Here. Macki!!NIle' D troopers were assigned. the task of guarding the 

trains ot the ~ of th"3 Potomac, wbloh were parked in the fields 

east of Rowanv Creek. 94 

~t the late af't.ernoon and evening. the t'requent 

exchange of II1Bssages 'between corps, aray. and group headquarters 

oont1rm.ed. At 4 ololook. ',o(arr9n 1n:f'ormed. Meade that Ayre5' 

vangllard 'If'as near 'vi .. Dabney1a and bad. the White Oak road. under 
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.")bservat:i,on.. ·-farr-en now felt ~nf"1dent o.f hia pos1tlOn.. He 

reported that his trooPG had fcrtl£led a line extending from 

Gri.ff'in's right almost to QravEtll3' Run. If Humphreys cou1.d take 

over the front held by Crif'.fil1 t B and Crawford. 1 8 d1 visions. '.4irrell 

told. Heade. he "WOuld take his "oor~ and block the ··{hit.e Oak road". 95 

Although Warren sent this dispatoh at 4 p. m... it did not 

reach Heada until 7:)0 p. m. Sv1ciently, the IIlilltary telegraph 

was not f'unQU.oning properly. Be1"ore relaying ',.{arren's message to 

Orant'3 headquarters. Meade added his OODll'/1ents. Meade eJCpnlSBed. 

hUlaelt as sat1si'led. that .iarr.,n 1 s suggestion valli "the 'best thing 

we can do urn .. existing circwast.aneea _ that 1s, let Humphreys 

rel1eve GrU't1n. and 1et 'dunn tnave on to the 4U.te Oak. road and. 

endeavor to turn eneDO"ls right". loa be unr:I.rstood the situation. 

Meade told Grant. Ayres was between the two Dabney farms, and 

Uable to be isolat.ed. kfres would. tbel"fd'ore. ei.ther have to be 

support.ecl or wi thdralf. Ii'.t\Yres were reintorced qy the remainder 

of the V Corp8., Warren "ought to overcome al\Y oppoe1 Uon the ell0:DW" 

can make. except trom strong intrenohBlente", Meade wrote. 96 

In the meU!tble t Orant had received a nwmer ot 

interesting report. troll other sect,ions of th. tront. 'l'hese 

mEtsaases seemed to Udicate that. Genet"al. Lee 1188 sWppinc the 

1nact1ve seotors of his .front of troops to counter the Union 

threat to his I'1.gbt. It this were tnle. Grant knew that some parts 



of the Confederate defense line must. be Ver:! thinq held. 

Accordingly, O~meral Ord and the oolQlll,B,:nciers of the VI an::l IX Corps 

were direoted to 8Scert.ain the f'eaaib111 ty o£ CQl'Tying the 

f'orti:f1cat1ons in their sectors by assault. Both Major Generals 

Horatio O. 'dr1gtlt ot the VI Corps and John G. Parke of the IX. 

Corps reported. that it was praot.1cable to storm the Rebel defenses. 

Orders were issued. Bchedul1.ng an attack on the PoterabU"g 

defenses for daybreak on the Jlat. 97 

Erldantl,y. Grant was beginning to dellp&.1r of 

acoornpl1s:hiJJC an,ythitIg dec11rl.ve in 'the Burgees' MU.l area. After 

havi..rlg alerted. Ord~ Parke, and Wright to be .readiY to storm the 

Qroant broached the 1.d.ea of l"eWora1nc Sher1dan with a corps of 

a. to ,lUstity the bellef that yt)u can turn the eneav'. right with 

the assistance o~ .. corps of i.nf'antr,y, ent.1rel3' detached 1'1"oDl the 

balance of' the ~, I wUl 80 detach t.he F1f'th Corpe. and. place 

the whole under your oolllDSBDii for the operaUon." IJhar1da,J1 "-8 

asked to let the pmeral. know hie t.hougb'b on t.M _ttw. If they 

were in the af't'irmaUve. Orant proa1aed to drart the MONsar,r 

ordera, 3h~ was alao advised. o£ Ck-ant.1a pl.an to burl Ord.'a, 

Parke'., and 'Jri&ht'. troops aga..1NJt the Petersbu"g defeMes_ 98 

arant. however. mw hacl a ahaDge or lieart-. He dec1.ded. 
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to eall off th<ll /ilohaduled assault. In not1tyi:ng Meade of this. 

Grant stated. that Parke and ~ight were to llvatcb their !'ronts and 

go in if' the en6llW strips to attaok our le£t".. Continuing, Grant 

1ni'oX"lll9d Meade that he had "pr(Jtty much made up .... J)i.1iJ mind on 

the course to pursue L~ to Grant I s plan to USB the V Corps to 

support Sheridan I s thruoil. and lI1U inform you in the morning 

what it 1s." 1n the meantime, Humphreys and Warren were to "secure 

their present position and awa1t .rurthor ordal"s". 99 

Meade I S iltEIasage emorl.'lUlg Wa:rren t s plan to turn the 

Rebel right reaohed Grant I s headquartero before the lieutenant 

l,(arren "secure the1.r present }X>sition and aw;dt f'urt.her orders". 

Coneequantl1" t Grant added a postaoript... Humphreys was to relieve 

Or1f:tln'$ d1v1.G1.On. whi.oh in turn was to move to the lef"t.. Warren 

was to "Get h1u$U' st.J-ong to_N.ght". 1OO 

arant'. telegram was 1n Meade's hands at 8,'5 p. D1. 

Meade 1rrIDled1ateq wired. Hwaphreya hi. inBtruoUona. 'l'b.e ao.lll:JilU1dor 

of the" U Corp15 was to have M1l.e8' diVi9ion reUeve Grunn'$ 

tz'Oop:l and. the un1ta .from Crawrordh, tU.v1sion that vera bold1ng 

the t'ort1t1oat.1ona oover1Dg: the Boylilton pl.axlk road. One ot: Mott's 

brigades would.- support. M1.1e8' shift. to the le:rt. 101 Shor1il3" 

tb..-a:rter. a coDmiW1iaat.1on was l!!Ient. to Wan-OIl 1nf~ him. 

that Humphrey's had. been orderecl to relieve Gritfin and the troops 
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occupying .. the return on the Boydton plank road". Att.er GrUt"in's 

troops were pulled out or the lines. they were to be sent to A.yrelll' 

support.. ',;arren was to hold his "corps ready to att..aak and await 

further orders". 102 

Next, Meade Qaqu.a1.nted Grant with the steps he had taken 

to i.m.pler.tent Ms sUper1.or I 8 1mrt,ruotl,ons. lIe int'ormed Grant that 

he had not. asEdgned. '.iarren a spec1f"10 miaaion, Meade had llIf'erred 

£rom Grant' 8 telegram that the 11INtenant general commanding would 

do th 1.a • 10) 

Replying to Meade. Orant Wl"Ote. "Your ordera to "Warren 

are right. I do not 6~t to advanoe him in the morning. I 

supposed, however, that he was now up to t.he 'dhUe Oak road. If 

he 1.a 'not! do not want h1m. to move IIp w1.thout f'llrther orders." 104 

As yet. Grant bad zoe:l"used to take Meade into h1.a 

cOnf'1denoe. As demonstrat.ed by his let.ter to Sheridan. Grant. was 

The comrnand.1ng general., however, ma1.nt.a1.ned a discreet silence on 

this wbject 1n his COIIIPIWl1cationa with Meade. lOS 

About 9,4, p. lI!.. I Grant. reoe1ved an 1JIport.ant meAage 

!"rom Sheridan intol'lld.ng h1m or what had. 'b"an8p1red. on the extreme 

left cIurinc the af'termon. Sheridan repJrted that Pickett 'a 

d1'rl.s1on was deployed along the White Oak road. _ ito right at 

Five Forkll and. its le1't extend:1nc toward Petersmu-s_ lO6 

'l'h1a 1nf'ormat1on convinced. Grant that Warren would DOt 
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have the oavalry support. ~ch he had been led to expecrt. on his 

left :flank. S!wrldan's troopers would be t"Ull.Y occupied w1tb 

Pickett IS ao1d1ere. Warren. therefore. would have to be aclv1zed 

of this development Rnd aler-ted to watch his l.eft flank closeq. 

After 'flClding these coazm.ents. Grant :forwarded Sheridan's ool!lJlllUnio.at1on 

to Meade. lU1 

A tev m1Jm.tea later, Grant l'Jent a supplemental b1esram 

to Meade's headquarters. Grant observed that with the Cont'ederates: 

on the T,1b1ta Oak road and. the Federal oaval.r:y at J. Boisseau's. it 

we not 1timprobable" that the Southerners would. launch an att.ack 

1:11 the lOOrning on Warren1e Lett.. Grant, the:retore, had issued 

1n$truoUons for Sher1d.an to be prepared. to ~sh to >-farren' B 

assistance if" he were at;taeked. Cont1mllng. Grant wrote: 

ldarren. I suppose, wiU put h1.tuel!' 1n 
the best po .. 1.bl,e pen tion to del'end himself'. 
with the mt1.ce he haa already received.; but 
in adding to this I th1nk it will bo Wft11 to 
not1.t')t bim again of the posit.ion of' 5herldan's 
cavalry, what he reporta the e~'li poeit1on 
on Wb1t.e Oak road, and the orders be has 
reca1:'!tW1.. 

It tile Rebels ... 1_ tho I.m.t1aUve, o..ant thought it 

would be a good 1dea tor Iieade to direct HuIIpbrey. to lutlp li.-ren. , 
Hwrtphreys could do tb1. either by send1D; re1nf'oraem.eDte "to Warren 

or W so1ng ~ to the atta-ok on hi. 01m front. 108 

B.t!'ore rece1v1.11c Grant' 8 .. oond teleCZ'atlI., Meade forwarded 



a copy or Sheridan I S message to 'rlarren. In add! tion. the general 

observed that. in view o~ the int.ell1gence obtained b;y Sheridan, 

it. would be neeasaary to alert. Ayres. Meade also wanted Ayres 

reinf'oroed "without delay. as the 8l18IlIY may attack h1.-u at duyllght". 

The eoDmiantier of the Army of the Potomac pre:swaed that i-Iarren 

WQ\lld usa erawf'ord I s diviSion to su.pport Ajyree. 109 

Meade, when he Bent this message to warren, failed to 

include Grant's endorsement. to Sheridan's original letter. Grant. 

had colllJl8nt.ed, W,.jarren will not, !'rom tirl.s dispatoh. have the 

cavalry" BUpport on his 181't fla.nk that I expected. This information 

had better be sent to hiJn • .,,1 th inst.r\tct.1ons to watch olosely on 

his l~f't flank." 'l'h18 oad.suon on Meeda's part. was to have 

import.a.nt. repercussion •• no lIor, sO tar as ' __ "arran -was coneerned. 

did Meade take notiCil: of Grant's suWl.euten1:.ary" order that "larren 

be informed "again of: the pos.1t1on'of Sheridan's cavalr;r, what he 

reports the enemy's poe1t1.on on the rlhite OAk road, and the ordera 

he hae reoe1ved." 111 

Onl¥ one more message was 81mt to warren troaa Meade I I!I 

headquarters on the 30th. At. 10s:3.5 p. DI. t Chl.ef' of st.a.tf Webb 

in£ormed llarren that OrU'tin t s d1v1l1i.on would be: rel.1.eved as soon 

as poeslble. -6eneral ~. WliLs to oontaet Warren .a !lOOn &8 

ll2 
M11es' div1sl.on bad. start.ed tor the Boydton plank road. 



Re1'lying: to Grant I s suppl.emental. me888&EI. r:~ade report.eC 

that he r..ad sent a copy ot .5beM.dan 18 dispatch to ~Jarren. Meade 

stated that :<i'arren had been altlrted "to put ,~e5 on his guard. as 

he might be attacked at dayl1ght". Crawf'ord was to move imlned.1atel;y 

to ./I:yT'es 1 assistance; Griffin 'Was to take pasi tion rl t.hl.n 

supporting distance tla soon as relieved. By da,ylight., l-1eade 

reasoned. ·"arren II should have hi!'! whole eorpe in hand ready for 

the de.fensive or otf.ms1Vfl. and ought to be seeure in either 

oontingeney. particrularly as he cen alvay:g fall baclc on Humphrey-s". 

Meade. however. could. not bring himself to bel1eve that the Rebels 

..... ould be able to assetllble a tores laree enough to do the powerf'ul 

V Col"'P1I!I any ham. In clos1.ng, Meade Observed that "1/arrtm had been 

given '''no orders to adVance, but simply to strengthen and secure 

his pCl31tion". The V Corp. would not be ordered to take the 

initiative unless Grant gave the word. llJ 

At 11 0 'Olock, foll.owing the receipt of t<{eade's order to 

reinforce 1\Yr8a. Warren drafted a set of 1n8tzo\lotlona to govern 

reinforce his advance bricade (Winthrop'llI) with his entire division. 

Crawford. was to hold b1a col!llD&nd rea.c1y to su.pport Ayres. As soon 

as it Was relieved 'by ~.' corps, Gri!'f'ints division was to 

move down t.b.e-Bo;ydtop plank road and. join A.yrea. 114 

In tbIiI lIlC!NUlt1JlLe, lilamphreys had. been 1ni'orR.8d o£ the 



decision to use part of his corps to occupy- thE! position currently 

held 'by Gr1i"fin'a divi.ion. ....t 8:50 p. DI.., General Webb telegraphed. 

HUIllphl"eys that he waS" to haVe HU.e$' division rf!lleve Orif'fin's 

blueelads. One of Matt's brigad~5 would bEl used to support Milol't. 

Humphreys wuld see that this order was exocu'ted as soon as 

possible.. llS 

Htuuphreys quickly dra!'ted and. diet.r1bu.tl'ld to his diviaion 

commanders a. set of i.n8tructloIUll ca~Q\1lated • .0 1mp~ement this 

directive. Hays was to call up his reserve brigade (Sm;yt.h's). All 

of Hays' troops were to be placed on the f'ront line. The lett 

flank ot the division would then be extended to the left arxl part 

of the breastworks held 'by !1ott's division ooeupied.. H~s' soldiers 

would also take the reapcnslbili~ for holding the picket line 

currently held by t-f.ot.t's men. Ono. Ra;ys' troops had relleved. his 

right flank units, Mott itaS to sh1..ft hi.s division to the left. 

Ydlss' division would be relltWed. Two of Mott'. brigadea were to 

O(llOQ,W the trehobeo h'om Ha¥u' lott. to the Boydton plank road. 

Miles' troops, in their turn. would relieve OrU£in's d1v1.81.()n and 

hold "the re~ on the Boydton plaftk road". One ot Mott.'s 'brigades 

wa.s to support Miles' lett. flank. The three division colllll8.nciers 

were alerted to.. be reed:Y to carry out thdr 1IOhedul.ed. Jl¥)vetllents at 

dayb,..ak. 116 



Next.. HumphreyS addreV!;Ied a message to ;"IUTeD staUng 

that he had been directed to relieve C'rrif't"in with M11es' division .. 

The COll3:ll:18.ndAr of the IT Corps wanted :iarrcn to g1.ve him a 

description Qr the position occupied by Orirf'in'l!I troops. Since 

:o{e.rren had rt'ttired. the general' 8 adjUtant "nt Humphreys ll. sketoh 

and a description of the worko held b;y OrUf'in's co.mman:1. U7 
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THE BATTIE OF FIVE FORKS 

Note. on Part III 

Grant ModUles His Maeter Plan 
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o£ the run. '!be chaDgee ef'1"eoted by Ise l.ett. the d1.sposi tiOna of 

the Contede:ra~~ troops on th, night o~ the 30th as i'oUows I 
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Zone ard Command 

Inf'ant.ry 
Per :MU.e ot 

D$:fended Une 

Cavalry on the left flank, appro:Jd.Illatel,y 500 

lDngstreet, with Field's and Kershaw-" divisions 
(no change). - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Ewell (with Virg1.n1a Reeervee. local Defense Troop, and 
S~ege Artiller,y) (no change) - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Hov1ttt .!Ita -
_ ... (no ohaDgo) - - - - - -- ------ - - .. .. - -
Oordon. with two divisions. by the extension ot l.1ne two 

lIl1l8a to the r1gh't, deneity reduc8d on f'ronte of four 
miles from 1.350 to. - .. - - - - - - - - - - - .. - - -

EI:2I!l r,uut.mmt. ~ .m purDY I WJJ.-

Major General Bryan Grimes' d1v1.s1on or Gordon'. corps, 
~wo-m1le front- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

-tlilaox'a div18lon lea8 McOowan'a and H;yman'. bri.gacle. 
b.lt 'irl.th line shortened to about v.m and one-fourth JDilea 

Beth's d1vts1an, strengthened. by Hyman's brigade. 11ne 
approJdJaatelo' three and three-qUartera mile. in l.englh 

Averag6 density ot thi.a zone - - - - - - - - - - .. - - .. 

Anderson, with Johnsonta div1s1.on. len RansoJn'. and 
Wallace I 8 brigades, bIlt. with Hunton'. br1gade of 
P1ont:t I s di""s1on and. McOowan'. 'br1gadfl ot Wilcox'" 
dirltt10n --acldecl. three JIl1.1e tront. - - - .. - - - - - - -

MD bUe task torce opera t1ng beyond 'the f'orl.ll'1eci l11'Ies. 
at Five Fork,. 6,400 infantry and 4,200 cavalr,r. 
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'l'Hf; BA'ITlF. OF FIVE F.lRKS 

Port IV 

The EattJ.e ot D1mr1dc11e Court House 

'Ihe courier bear1ng Grant. t fII let.ter 1nqu.il'tng into the 

poss1b1.llt.¥ of placdng the 1/ Corps UQ:ier <::hor1d.an's control reached. 

the oavalryman's headquarter" early on tho .,rning of the 3lat.. 

ReplJr1ng to Grant' s ~cat.1cn. Sher1..dan conf1dently stated that 

if the rain stopped. and the ground dried. he beUeved he could 

either turn the Conf'ederate right or score a breakthroue;b. He could 

do this 1:f he were reini"orced by an 1n:f'antry corps. Sheridan, 

however, want.ed the V1 Corps. He observed. that he "1rIould not like 

the FUth Corps to make BUch an att.&mpt.. TO 

next. Sher1de,n jot.ted ott a raw lines concerning the 

situation 1ll tho D1.nw1.dd1a Court. House area. 1118 8COUta: had just 

returned fro" the front with Uiportant news. The;!' had told Sheridan 

that the Rebels were lusy tbroW'1.ng up 'bntaet.worlca at. ?lve Yorks. 

From. the oound or the ohcppUlg. the eoouta be11eved that the 

forUfioaUone: extended at l8aJ;t. a ..u. west. or the Vital. eross 

roads. In add1.tlon. the 1'»i8e made tv the tra1ns on the Southside 

Railroad was..9J.sUnct.l;y auc11ble to the F'ederals. All the tra1na 

seemed. to be westbound... 'Ib1a vu veloortlJd neva. It seema that. the 
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Union brass was n1"raid. lest the Confederates detach troops !'rom 

Johrutton'u arrAY in North Carollna and ru.ah them to Virgitd.a. 1 

A IlW!Iher o£ hours elapsed be:i"o;rn Sheridan's meaaage 

reached Grant's colll:lD3Ri plat.. ':/hen Grant drafted his repl;y". he 

int'ormed the cavalry leader that it \<.iould be impossible to give 

him the VI Corps.. At the moment. the VI Corp" 'Was in the center 

of the Union l1ne between the Appomattox am Hatcher's Run. 

"Be.idee". C'll"ant cont1rmed, "',..'right tMnks he can go througn the 

line where be 1.s. and it 18 advUJa'ble to have troQPO and a couunander 

there who feel so, to co-operato with you when you get around." 

Grant. vas wil.l.1.nc t hPwuver, to give Sheridan the II Corps 1nBt.sad 

or the V. I.f this were agreeable with Sheridan. order. 'WOuld have 

to be lB8"Ued in the very near .f\1ture to 1nstu"e that Humphreys t 

troops would. be in position and ready' tor action by the 1lIOrn1nQ: of 

April 1. nerore Shar1d.an could answer this dispatch. the 81 tuation 

had changed draaUcaUr. 2 

picket 11M. At tbe same t1me. Merritt directed Devin to send O\l.t 

SErVeral strong combat. patrola. These e;roups vera to UDd.ertaka 

forced. reconnaissances of' the Confederate pos:1t1ons coverlng the 

-.Vh:1te Oak road. In accordance w1.th Merritt's 1nstruCUoM, Devin 

sent Colonel stau'a M1obigSl'l brlgade up the CrwIp road~ Colonel 

F1:tebugb' e l:r1.gad.e: was cl1Jm?UDted. and advanoed up the D1nw1dd1. 
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read. Devin's thl.rd brigade. Gibbs', was massed. at J. Boiseeau's. 

troopers in case they Ql"O unable to handle the Confederates that 

they encountered. J 

Davies' br1gade o£ Crook's d1v1a1on Wh10h bad been ordered 

to the front on the prev1.oua a:f'ternoon Was also posted at ~l. 

:'OJ .. 8seaU I s. Patrols from Davies' brigade ware given the task of' 

watch1.ng the countryside west o£ ChalQber.la1n's Bed. Crcok's two 

other brlgad •• (Brigadier Oenerals J. Irvin Gregg'. ond Charlee H. 

these two co~ p1.cketed the Boydton plank and Flat Foot roads. 

1'be crossings of stoqy Cl-eek were alae kept under close surve:Ul..ance 

by Crook' 8 troopers. Sheridan I s third division, Custer's, guarded 

the wagon ullin wh1.ch lias 'bogged down somewller8 weet o£ MalaM' a 

4 
Bridge. 

F1tslmgh t 8 and Staggt S troopers had lXIt advanced very 

tar up tbu D1nw1ddie and Qroump roads before they aatabl1.shed. 

contact with the Cont"edvat.e outposts. D1aoowr1n&: that the Rebels 

held the Hh1te Oak in :torce, Stage's l~s fell back. After 
, ',-~-

re1a;y1ng ~OI'mat.iCln to n.v1n, stq:g eatabUsb«l Q roadbloek 
, 

on the CrumP' _road. The ground where Stage :r0l'Zllad. hi. 1::Ir1e'adcJ va., 

• shor~ dl.~ nort,b ot ~ RwI. 5 



Bed al::out anG mile southeast. ")f Five ?arks. Fitzhugh halted his 

b;rr1gade. He pruCMded to depJ.oy b1.a disnount.ed troopera on ei.ther 

side of the l"Qacl. Once his men had taken UP"s. strong de£enaive 

posi.ti.cm, Fit.zhugh advanood two of his reg1manta _ the 6th Rew 

York and the 1st u. s. ('I'be 1st U. s .. an oTgan1c part o£ Gibbs' 

theBe two un1ta were able to penetrat.e to within a short. distance 

o£ Five Forks before being checked. During their advance. the 

bluecoato captured. aoveral prisoners. On being questioned. the 

captives told the Yanke'e8 that Five Io'orks was nocaup1ed by Pickett '8 

d1.vision of' 1ni"antry and a.t least a d1vi.slon of cavalr.Y". This 

bold his ground and open commurdllStions with Davies 1 brigacle wh1ch 

was operating on h1..a lett. A glanoe at h1a maps ~wed r:ev1n that. 

Fitzhugh ocoupled. ntbe apex ot a tzoiangle, the len. o£ which was 
6 

hald llr Davleo' brigade ancl the right llr stagg •••• 

In the 1IIetlI\Umet one of Dav1ee' patrols bad obtained. !!tOme 

, ' 
1nteresUng irlfOrmaUon regar<1irlg the Con1'-...te _.......ma. A 

""_ of the lot !lev Jor'PIf caval>')' leo! llr Captain S ....... l Cl'1l.1g 

crossed Chambar lain t 8 Bed. Pasl:d.ng t.hrough the Conf"ederate 

vedet:tes. ~a1g. B trooperoe swooped. down upon am captured. a Rebel 
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outpost manned by infantry. Tho toot soldiers told the Yankees 

that Johnson's infantry and Rooney !.ee's aavalry d1v1s1ons were 

moving down tho oppoa1te side of Chamberlain's Bed toward 

Dimdddu Court. House. II this information wvre 'b-ue t and the 

Southernera ware a.llowed to oont1Jn.\e their march unimpeded. t.hcJy 

woul.d be able to turn Sheridan I a loft. flank. 7 

uDdoubted.J¥. th1# t'e}X)rt.. caused. 5her1dan a few uapleaeant. 

!!Omenta, beoause it ~oated that the Conted8J"ates hac! poured. 

additional troops into t.ba al"tta. Since ;jber1dan had. anUcrl..pated. 

the ar:01val. of Rooney lee's troopers. the infol"lll8t.1on that they 

wen operat1ng wast ot Chamberla.in t s Bed probabl;y d.1d. not. bother 

him v~ lI'lUCtb. Sheridan, however, was troublsc:l by the Dalla that 

Johnaon I s troops had reinforged .N.ckstt.. The cava.l.Qma,n bad mt 

calculated. on this turn of" events. Sheridan did not kDcw. of' 

course. that o~ two of JObnso%1'S brigades were serv1.ng \dtb 

P1ckt1tt. Now. to aka mat:teJos worse, the foe ,bad appannt~ 

_1zed the wUat.1ve. IDst.e.d of' at:t.acld.Dt, the aggnu1w 

Shar1dan would have to use all bis sld.ll to oheak the Conted.erate 

e!'f'crt. to outtlaak h18: corpe. 

To countel" th1.e Rabel thra.a.t.. Sha:r1dan d.et.em1ned to 

aoum1t. CtookLa- d1\'1tJ1on. The extensivo reconna1asancae earr1.ed. 

out ~ tile F-.J.a hod reveal.ocl t.h.o t t-. ....... two roads that 



crossed Chmnberla1n's Red an:! gave read;?' acceDe to their lett. 

flank. A short distance above the upper orossing, Chamberlain's 

Ped branohed~ The west. fork, known as Eear swamp, was aroused b:r 

the Scott road wh1.oh connected :P1ve Forks and UtUtt 1N~ve Forks. 

S1noe 1 t was pre8\lQ8d that the Confederates wure advlln.n.ng along 

the -'cott road, the Federals, 1£ "t.hq were to hold Di:nw1dd1e COurt 

House. would have to rover the t.wo lower crosa1.ngs (Donee's and 

Fitzgerald I e). Davies' brigade which was lllready at. the f'loont 

was rushed WIltstward fr'om. J. Boisseau t s. Reaching Iaw1s I tarm. 

Davies formed his brigade 1n the r1eld east. ot Danae' 8 .to-rd.. The 

)d. Battalion. 1st New Jerse;r Cavalry led. t:or Major '<falter R. 

Robb1na wtU'J sent aaron Chaunberlain's Bed. Robbins' troopa 'K8l"'O 

to see 11' they coul.d locate the Rebel collum reportecll;y advanc:1.ng 

along the scott road. Daviea mannac1 a l.1ne of' outposta oover1rC 

the approaches to the tOl"d. w1:th Major JanteS H. Hart' 81 bat.taUDn of' 

the let _ J_. 8 

0. ..... 1 satth'. bripcI<o ..... ruebod from ~eCourt 

HoU88 to the point where the Ford StaUon road aroseed. Chamberlain' 8 

Bed at F1t.sgeraldf.. 'l1Ua .. about 0_ IIdl.e south ot Danae's tord 

ahiob was guarded Iv Dav1 .. ' tl'oopore. . Mtar he had deployed !WI 

ooDlllWXl, Sm1'th_ sent t.ho 2d New York MoUJJt.ecl R1tlae across the 

stream. To _ thot _th _1<1 _ a thelT warnlJlg of tho 
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approach tJf the ConfederP,tes, the New Yorke.i"& establl.shed B p:i.oket 

11.ne several huB;ired. yards west of the f"ord. 9 

0rea~8. OM of' Crookts three 'brigades, waa held 1n 

reserve. Taking their ataUcn at the junction of' the Maills and. 

Brooks 1'Ooda. Gregg's troo'!JUl"8 were ready to move to the 4Bsht.snee 

of' Davies alld Smith in case they were needed.. 10 

Af't.er ~ made these d1sp:>siUons, Sheridan felt 

confident that he would be able to oops with the s1.tuation. 

Sheridan's maiD line of resistance flOW laced wet. 1nstead of north. 

F1t.ahugb t a tr1gade held the r1Cht. on the D1nw1dd.1.e road. Sln1th's 

the lett at F1t.r1gen.l.d's tord. and DavlaB' t.he center at Dann's. Stagg's 

'br1pde. on the CrwIrp road~ gIlarded. Fitzhugh's rear, wtd.le Gregg's 

and o1bbs' un1.te consti:t.utad. a strategic retJeI"Y8. So cert.ai.n of 

b1s pos1 tion was the oavalr,r loader that he decided. n::at to order 

U 
up ~ster'8 div1s1on at. We 1:.1.lbe. 

The :news that Rooney I.ae'. and Roaaar's d1v1s1ona had 

reached. Five Forka dur1na: the o1ttht. 4et.erm1ned. P1cket.t. to prese on 

toward D1mddd1e Court HOWIe. P1olottt quickly matured a well 

thought out plan of' operations. Bet.wen ~ and 10 a. m. t 

P1cke~t was able to CClIIPlots h1s dispositions. 

Gavah-y div1.s1on took up 1te battle etaUon astride the D:1nddd1e 

road.. strona detaebaent.a trom Mlmford'a d1v1alon 'Wel"8 posted. on 
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the Crump and Gravellar Run Church roads. amt'ord' 8 mi.saio:tl was to 

hold. the 'dhi.t.e Oak road ;;md pin the Fadenl. oavttll'y in position 

Ahil~ the remainder o£ Pickett's task force turned Sherid~Jl'8 left. 

Spearheaded by Rooney !ee'S and Rosoor's cavalry, 

Pickett's 1nf'antry flUU"Ch«1 southwsrd ftoom Five Forks. The Scott 

road S$¥"Vad a.s the Coni'edarat.e line or ndvanoe. The Southerners 

crossed. Bear ~ near t.he 'E. P. Scot.t. farm. Chmtlberlain' 6 Bed 

proteoted the exposed. lett flank o£ the gNyOlad column sa it 

PUshed ahead. :n spite of the weather and hunger, the e:avalr,r was 

in excell.ent sp1rl.tu. Fit. lee vas in charge of Rooney ree' (8 and. 

Rosser's d1v1slons. The Wantry. too, were alert and :rull of 

f1cht. At l6.tUe Five Forks, the: Rebels turned into the Ford 

Station road. P1okett. pJ.atmad to reorooss Chamberlain's Fed at 

F'i tzgGrald' 9 a.rxt DamJe I s fords and assail Sher1.d.an1 a laf't flank:. 

All soon as MUnford heard the soUnd of P1.cket:t.1 If guns. he vas to 

hunch a f'rontal attaCk Oli the blu.eooats. 12 

An.er CIE"OsAng Ch,amb8rlain l s Bed. Robb1ns' patrol found. 

that the road leading to Danae' B ford was unprot.eated.. Bef'ore 

proceedl.nll. RobbSJlo dotaohecl _ or !U.. oompanie. (K. L. o.tId M) 

and had .hom> establish. 1'Oodblt>ck. Aecompan1ocl ~ 00_ H. 

Robbins rode _~wn the r1gbt bank of' t.he atzoeata as far 8S 

Fitzgerald's ford. !!ere, Robb!.ns contorrocl trlefl;y with General 
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Smith. The getl9xoal told the I118.jor that his aaouta had not. yet. 

"""n o!\Jl' Conredel'Qtea. Robb1na then retraoad his steps, p10k0d Up 

his troopers holding the roadbl.oek. ancl recrossed the at.ream. Tho 

troopers lI8I"e dismounted and their horses sent. to the rear. Next, 

Robb1.na plt his man to w<>rk buUd1ne: breastworks of fence rails. 

Hardly had Robb1ns' t.roopel"S completed the barr1eade before they 

heard. the crackling of' gunftro .from t..~e diroetion of Fitzgerald's 

ford. At. th1.B. the cav~ took cover. They then anx1oua~ 

trait-ed for the hltt.ernu.t.s to appear. 

Tho rest o£ Davies' briga<le,w1th tho exceptign of Hart'e 

bat.talion, vas posted in a field east or Danse'" ford. ,\!"ter 

Robb1ns;1 troopora had slowed the CorU."ed.era:t.e advance, Davies 

pl,ann8d to QOuntr.¢"s.t~clc ~ hurl the foe b;lQk 1nto ChalabQ,rlain'e 

Bed. l.J 

It. was al.r:torl 2 p ... m. l::ae£ore Pickett was abl.e t.c complete 

hie d18poa1.t1ons. F1.t-1I Lee. w1th bney Lee's and Roaser's 

cavalry d1.v1s1Dns. wne to -cross Chamberlain's red at };'1tzgerald's 

ford, the inf'antry Was to .force 1 ts way acroes at Danae I th The 

Con1"edarat.e attack, however. was poorly ooordlnat6ld. !.ee's 

troopers were able to get into position .fil"st. Instead o£ '.4Idt1.rlg 

for the int"antry. Fttz Lett attacked 1mm.ed1.at.eq. 

tee I 8 vanggard (RoSIIW' oS div1sion) establlibed contaot 

with the p1.oket. l.1.na held. by' the 2d New York lbunt.ad. RUlea QS it 
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feU its way toward Fitzgerald's ford. Fighting a. skll't"u.l. 

delaying uO'Uon, the New Yorkvr!5 retired across a., att"eruJ\. 

General &!dth lo.nrned that. his outposts were engaged, 90 he 

prepared to de£eni the £ord. ':./hetl the CQva~ of the 2<1 New 

York recrossed the water oour~, they were dismounted.. The 6th 

Ohio. Ukewisa ctl.smounted, moved into position al.ongside the Now 

Yorkerth Taking oover, the UnlOniats opened. tire on the 

Confederate oavnl.r,rD\On when t.he.Y appa.arec.\ on the opposite bank. 

Unable to l:Jreaat the f'1re ot the repeatUJg carb1.nes t tmt g.J:"4Iyel.ads 

reQ:l1l.ed. 

To eAplo1t t.h1s temporary wcoeUt General Sm1th sent. a 

battallon ot the 1st Maine aCl"Oaa the onek. The Ma.1neIman reacbed. 

the right bank w1.tbout d1.ff'1cul:ty. But as soon as the battallon 

had deployed and started to adYance. it. ran 1nto trouble. 

Eneounterlng a powerf'll.l Con:£ederate bat.tJ.e l.1JIe oomt:Oaecl or both 

mounted and. ~ troopers, tho blueooata were hurled back 10 

oontwdon. The prmi,o .... t.r1oken men o1:t.hewr sought retuae ..,.., t.he. 

"led. horses!! or plunged into the I'IeCk-deep atreGDl. 

Roo~ Lee I., and Rosser' 6 t3:'oope1"S preessd tOniard hard 

on the heel.a -::.£ the rlee1ng Yankees. 70 capitalize on the 

contusion augen1ered by the rout oX the Ma1M bat.t.allon, the 

Rebels d1d. ~t pw.so to regroup when they :reaohed the bank. 

Instead, they &Urged. aWON the GJ"Qek w1:t.h BUOb reck] ess abandon 
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that several of the men were dro· .... ned. Qal.n1ng the east. bank. the 

Confederates sent the 2d New York RUles and the 6th Ohio reeling 

back. ··.,.'it.h1n a matter of' mm.ents. the greyelada had. carved out a 

shallow bridgehead. To save his position. General Saith ea.lled up 

his reserve _ the l:3th Ohio and the two remaining battallons of 

the 1st >:aine. TheSB two units were hurriedly dismounted and 

deployed. The Ohioans took position in the woods <::In the right or 

the road; the MaineIl1en were statloned in tho open f'1eld on the lef't 

or the ronde Renllung that til.'te WN,8 01: the essence. Smith 

countaratts.aked as GOOn as the ~ regiments were £ormed. As the 

.floesb battle line advanced. the oITicers of the ?d New York: and 

the 6th Ohio rallled their men. Onee tha89 two unit.s had been 

re-formed. 't.llee'" joined in the charge. ~th's b1uecoated brigade 

swept. fOI"u'ard and struck the Confedel"8:t.ea be1'ora the;r could get. 

organ1zed. This time t the Rebels broke and fled. Bef'ore they' 

were able to zoeeain the west bank. the Southerners had Slf'.tared a 

"considerable lou". Aonng the Confederate catrualUes was General 

Rosser, who had. been wounded sli&htly. 1.4 

Sberida:n. &8 wsa to be expected, was elatoci tq Sm1.th's 

resound1ng success. At 2;30 he dashed oU a message to Grant. 

The l1eutenant g8l'lerQl 00RIII\BJld1"" was in£'ormed. "W. H. F. Lee 

attacked Sidth·s br!.gade. or Crook's d1.vis:1Dn, on Chamberlain'. 

11 



Cr'Cl-:;·k. ::too wt cl:::aned out. I will no .. 1 attack him and push the 

Fi="st Cava.l..7 D1v1.Di.cm L"DavintiJ against their ini'ant17 line." 

Sheridan also reported tb.::tt :rajor General I\obe:ot. F. HOke' 5 div1.sion 

and three of :?1ckatt's hrigade8 wero at "?i'le ;"orks on the ::lzbt of 

the JOt..~. (The cavalry oo~er .-1/;1.$ budl;y rnstaken ~Jhen he 

reported that Hoke's division ,JaB at Fiv€" Forks. Hoke's division 

was in North Cnrolina.) ~naral Devin's di.vision l Sheridan stated.. 

was in contact · .... itb the llnf, of cl"utP03tS covering t.ha '=;ebel 

infantr,y'a Five Forks encampments. (Shsridan was wrong again. At 

this Vt'Ir'Y m1nuto. Pickett's infantry was prepar1ng to :forae its 

w-n;y" across Chwa....'-.erlain's. Pod at ~S<l'S ford. It wna !-!1.m:f'ord t a 

dismounted troopers that r""".rin's patro19 ha.d spotted near Five 

Forks. 15 

"?'ol.lcwi..'lg this ~ suoccse. Cenernl sru.th tlaOO hi. 

entire l::rigade -to cover Fitzcerald' s ford. The troopers were 

d19!:"1Ounted am breastworks. built. fJf f'et"JCe Mdl..!s and aw other 

materials that were at hard. ereoted.. ':'bm-s vas no turther 

excitement at thia po1.nt vnUl '(3D o'clock. At thut time, tho 

gre;yclads emplaO'9d. a foUl.""_gt,U'l battery on the oppo8Ue Bide 01 tile 

stream. Once they had unlimbered V)eir pleceE. the Rebel 

crmnoneera ~~ to ham:wr Rway'" at the Federoale ~ith ohnt ant! 

shell.. Shortly thereafter, ~th learned that. aclcett I s ini"antry. 



which had forced its lfa.Y acrolls Chamberlain's Bed at. P.anse's ford. 

changes in his d1.spos1.ti.ons and pt'ep.artxi to deal with this threat 

16 
to his right :flank. 

When Oeneral ~k lcarnad. that. tho Confederates had 

stormed aOl"Ou Cbat::WeI'J,a1n's Bed at. Fitzgera.ld'a .ford .. he prepared 

to rua:h re.1nf'orcec1ent.s to SIa.1thf s asa1..at.anae.. S1noe DO Rebels had. 

appeared. at. Danse'a .toro. Crook ordered General Davies to sgpport. 

his ClOIIIllUUJd bad at.art.ed tor Ftt.tsseralt1 t a ford, Davies rode ahead. 

'I'he general wanta:l to r1JXi ou:to how t.h1..np 1l1l'i2"$ going nth SJn1.th's 

command. By the t.1me Dlil.v1.ea reaohed F1t.sseralci'8 ford. &uth's 

tI'ooper. hruI ___ the Confederate~. Dane., Me1J>g 

about.. "dhoa tbe general encountered the head o~ h1a llUd-tlpat.tered 

colll'lln. be ordered the troops to~. An air of urgency 

the d1reCt.ion of Danae t 9 f'0l'd. 'Ib1a no:1se eould l'lean o~ one 

thing _ the....r.ontederates bad at.tackecl Robb1ns I battal1on. The 

troops, at a word 1'rom the general. IlOved otr on the double. 17 



£ord, Ro~1 ooout.e reJ,.'Orted. that. a strong £oroe of Rabel. 

intantry was app%"Oach1ng4o Moment.s later. the Co~ederate vangu.crd 

(Corsets lrigacle) attaoked. am drov1!I :Ul fIobb1ns' plckets .. General 

Corse then tonned his brigade and ;rgved to cany the crose;1,ng. 

p4l"tial~ rall1fied by the .t.-<>ng daf.ll81ve position held by the 
~ 

blu8COata4o Bes1des being protected. 'l::tY 'breastworks, the Yankees 

were deployed on lower groun:l. Cpo .. - os bltternu.ta had. to pass 

aero_ the alq'l.1ne to get at the Fed'ft"als.. Consequ~ntlT. Robh1ns' 

t..co~ ........ able to throw baok the 1N.Ual Rebel. onalowght. 

Undaunted, Cortfe ~ to tUI"n the Yankees' tlank:a. ',.,'hUe a 

.trons detaclwlant o£ Corse' e V~ f'ei.gnBd. anot.nar :tront.a~ 

-attack. __ ng OOlIIbat pa_la infUtrated the ~ to the right 

and left of the road. One o~ these groups SIlCOO4IIded 1n fol"d1ng 

the ~ above the OI"OasUtg. Preee:1l2f; f'orNard, the patrol 

enoount..rad. the l1ne ",t au tpoata uanec! ~ Hcot.. s New Jf!IiNtI!IY 

battalion. Hart· 8 t.roop&r81 .... ~ bruabad uU1e b.Y the 

rugged Rebal1ntan,.. S1zatl~, Corse's aoldiars renewed 

their attack on Robbbs' bat.tallon. Robb1ns t troopers ~ held 

their ground untU the !ll"Volede bad 010_ to w1.thin 15 701"rls. 

With b1s tlaok ....... and !WI ""'" umble to chock th10 powwf\ll. 



.frontal assault, Ha,jor F..obb1ns abandoned. all hopes or holc\1ng the 

f"ord. He shouted. f"or his men to fall back. AB the cavalryman 

started to pull back, aU thought of d1sc1plJ.ne van1shed. It was 

eYf1r7 man for h1mself" AS the bat.tnlion came pDW"1ng 1lack out o£ 

the botto ... l.B 

Dav1es I brigade came up just as the Conted.erat.e 1nf'ant.ry 

started to flood aOl'OSS the f"orod. The troop81's, not used. to 

maI"Oll1ng. W8Z"e badl.Y jaded. In an att'ort. to contain the bridgehead, 

lAnes threw his eolllnaDi into the ~. The lOth New York ~s 

formed into 1.1.M ot battle astr1de the road. Major Rob1nna now 

8'I1CCSeded in rally1ng a. pol"Uon or his oollWUld.. The 1"O-tormed 

ba:ttall.on took po81 Uon on the New Yorkers t lsft. Corse t 8 

t.wo or thJtee volleys, t.he NEnt York regiment fled. MRjt)r Robbilw l 

bat.:ter:ed battal.1.on was lett to cover the NmI Yorker. t "shameful. 

retreat". Press1ng; on. the Conf'"edera.tes c.-e 01088 to caJ)'tUrWg 

the 'br1ge..dft "lac1 horse"o".. At. the laet. m:um:t.e, t.ho bozoe6bDlder. 

"""""""-od in oav1ng the ""unto. 19 

Davies' 1r1gade ha<I tollad to __ Cent_ate 

advance. 1ts soon as Corse'!I troops had eBtabllsbed. a 'bridgehead, 

P1alc:e~t sent.-l\1s other four 1nf'antr,y 'bM.gadee 1Ald1nc aar;008e 

Chamberlain's Bed. 'tb save hi. br1gad.e f'rom be1ng out to pieces, 



Davies gave orders to .faU bnek to ilia .Adams road. The pneroa~ 

hoped to rcorganu.. his bQttered cowaani at. that pout. Colonel 

Hugh fl. Janway was d1rected to cover the retreat wi.th the 1st ani 

2d Battalions 01" his L",t New Jersey Cavalry. Janaway hurriedly 

deployed his two battali.ons aa:"Oss the Danae I a .ford road. Dav:1.03 , 

troop8l"8. an.er passing through Jan&Wa\Y t S ool:lSl\alld. headed .tor ~ 

prW1.ousl;Y c1elll1gnated rendezvous. One or Colone.l St.a8g's Michigan 

regimenta. wb1ch had. been rushed. to Janeway's support q,- a_ral 

lJeV1.ft. p)W Jalt 1n an appearance.. The}u.cb1.ganders moved. into 

podt1on al.ongs1dG the New Jer8GY unit.. 20 

n.re va.8 very l1t.Ue activity along Devin' B p1.cket line 

untll 2 p. _. 'nut Confederated preo1.p1;tated what llttl.e action 

~ was ahmg "\be D1.nvidd1e road. '!'o cover the march or ?1cket.t'. 

f'lAnld..ng oolman. H\Ulf'oJ"d sent. CR.lt eaveral patrols. 'l'beoo gI"Ollpa 

C8JTled out Uw1Jo 8saigl'lllll!mt 8() ouccessf'ull;y that.. the Feda-aa kept 

their at.tention roCJWJeCl on tne -'Jhlt.e Oak road. 'Cev1.n's soouta 

f'a.il.ecl to p10k up aqy 1ntelli.gen.oe of P1ckett'a IIIBI"Ch dOwn the 

veet side or Cbaaberlain's Bed.. '.tJhen Devin learned. that Five Forks 

was held b,y Pi_tot.'. divill10n re1nf'Qrced b;r at leaat a division 

of' caval:7. he ordered. F1:tzhugb I s troopers to t'all back:. ReCl"Oslrl.r!g 

Cham'berla1n'C!..!3ad. ?:5..tzbagh ' a br1.pde :rot.1red abou.t ono-halt mile. 

The bripde took up a new poe!. t1.on cove;r1ng the junction o:t the 



when the SOUM of hes.'lY f"ir1.ng came roll1nc in .from the BOUth!..>est. 

Shortly thereafter. Devin received an \U"gent. request.. froI!l. COlonel 

J~ for help. Devin ordered Colonel Stagg to send one or hb 

Michi,g'an reg1L1ent.s to J.anewaY'S assistance. (Stagg1., br~:tde. 

except for the detachment ~ the t'Cadbloek on the Crump road. 

had returnod to J. Boisseau I starn!..) In an ef'~ort to d.iaeover 

what vas happan1ng at Danae's ford. Devin I1caompan1ed. the 

Michiganders as they rode t()W'arQ the sound o£ battle. n.vw. 
lUTiving in thB .neighbor-hood or the crossing. found Davies' 

troopers tlret1r1llg prec1p1tateJT". The general. 1mmed1ate17 waV9C1 

the M1ch1.gan reg1Il1ent into position alongside Janewayt s troopers. 

Next t he $OUght to rally navies' f"rightened men. F.1.nd1ng thn t 

this was il:Ip:'>8s1ble. nann ca.llad tor his adJu..t.ant. Major Amasa 

E. Dana. IJeorln told tho sta£t offi_ to _ten to Colonel 

Fi tlllhugh' e O\')t!ll!lRnrl post.. Dana WAS to order F!, telnlgh to ~ hi. 

DaneEl I s tord. One regiment. would 'be ltt£t. behind to hold the 

22 

As ..!Qon as rena eontaated F1t.zmgh. the bt-igac:ie colllJUmdero 

hastened to carry out Devin IS m.t.ruct1ons. The 6th New York was 

17 



detached to hold the roadhl.oak, and the 'bugl ... weh~ ordered to 

.sound. "Boob and saddle..... Fitzhugh's ool1.unn mveci at).'" at Q rapt 

trot. !.oAV1ng the Dinwiddi.e road, Fitdlugh'fI brignde turn~.:~ into 

the l"Oad lead1ng to Damro'e: fot'd.. SOme ooni"Usion ensued when 

Btrag:glsrs tl"om Davies' br~ad.e bI'oke thl'(yugh F1t.zhugb',9 ranks. 

?1nally. Fit.cbuCb's troopers caught. up with Janeway's h,;;,rd-pressed 

ooJll8aJ'Jd. In accordance with Davin's orders" Vit.zhugh di.smounted 

and deployed. his br"1.gade. The tl"oopa:"8 took. poa1t1on on either 

vide of" tho road near the ',f11.l1.mu bouoe. Janeway's bar<l-P!"es!led. 

rear guard. then puaed. througb. Fitzhugh·s rank.. Colonel. Janeway 

then disbanded h1a group. The H1cbigan reg1mBnt. reported ba.ck to 

Colonel Stagg, JaM'WtO""S 'b'oOpet"1I rejo1ned Darles' 1r1gade, wb1ch 

WBS belDg reorp.n1sed. near J.. lJo.i8aeaU t S farm .. 

PJ:oesa1ng f'orward hard on the hee1.9 of Janeway's rear 

guar4, Corse' .. 'Wt.terJu.t.a II't:Mlok the beBh Union bat.t.la Une. A 

bit.ter contest. enauerl.. Fit.aaasb'a blueaoata ve:re ab1e to hold 

tbe1l" own. Cor88'a bereto.tore 11Te#t1bl.o sweep bad been checked. 23 

Tbe 'tade".' jabUaUon, brnRmJIt, waa short-ll'Y9d. 

Mlmtord JIIDW OOBIIlt.ted hi.a cl1.v1e1.on. Advanc1I1a clown t.he D1.nw1dd1.e 

road, ltmrord's IJOOUU est.abUabed contaCt. w1.t.b the 6th New York .. 

Eei'oN attaold.ng, the pmel'tU. ~ed. Coltmel Ii'" HQm A .. lbrgan 

to dtamou.nt BGVm'al or hiB regiments.. When t.he o£rioers had f"ormed 

1.8 



t.heir IliOn into line ot battle, limtord. sent. Ibrgant IS bzo1pde 

.forward.. The Conf'ed;erata assault. wave l"Ou.1 over the New York 

1"'egiment. Part. of one of Colone1 Stagg I B H1eb1gan regiJ<lenta vas 

ru.ahed to the New Yorkers' asa1.stanae. Between thea, tho two 

tJn10n units 'W8I"8 able to mmentar1~ obeck Munrordte drive. 

~1ckl7~, the CO..t ...... te. agaj.a drove aherul. The union 

llna ooUapoed. l!4 

In an e1':tort. to get. b1s lltalled. at.tack 1"()l..l1ng~ Pickett 

colllll1tted Torry'. bz1.gade. ru. w""""",* to their otl'ength 

enablad the Rebels to extend their right flank. To aaak:e mat.ters 

worse tor the Yankees, Dev1n learned that the 6th New York waa in 

f'ull retnmt. Hen, 11 ~ l.1ne 0.( Southern inf'ant.l'y emerged 

f'ltom the woods to the generalis front. Dav1n :realized that., 1£ he 

le:tt F1t~'s 'br1gade wbare .it. vas, 1t. would be ann1.hUa:ted.. He, 

thereto:re~ 18t1t18d 1natruoUons .for F1.t.Mn,gb to ret1re. At the __ 

Ume. IJerln oollocI up stagg'. brlpde. 25 

CO._ l¥ a atro"S ...... swmI, FUshugh'. brlpde 

l"'St.ired a abort d1ataDoe. staal' B M1~. tfW'e .rUed 1nto 

po81t101'1 on F1t.abash'a left. Pusb1ac r~ ahead, Mtmtord1e 

but_w qu10kq _ll8_ oont.oct with Fl.tshugh'. righ\ flank 

un1 ta 01'1 the D1nw1dd1e road. The Fedezoa..ls were able to beat ott 

Munford's 1n1t.1a1 ~t. A ROOM attack by the ~. 

19 



Dr.:'I'vin I s defense li.ne had. baen rendered unten4blo. TQ cope with 

this new tlweat.. 71 tzhugh redeployed hie entire brigade athwart 

the Dinwiddie road. 

Pickett's 1nf'antry. 

Stagg'iS M1cltigam.ere were left to deal ..,1 th 

26 

Fitzhugh's and "tauts brigades were unablQ to check the 

Confederate advance.. :1Lmtord's troopers foreed F1tzhugb'g 

bluecoa:ts back. At the same time, Pickett's 1ni"nntry hmemered 

awq at Stagg'llI Xichitnndersoo The two Union brigades :fell back on 

Joo Boisseau's farm. where General Dav1ea was l'9_f'oJ"lldng lrl.a con:roand. 

General. Merritt. sought to d.erend this etrllugle po1nt.. Devin's two 

br1gadee were deployed. on the right; Davies placed hU troopers on 

tile lett. Patrols were sent down the Ad.QllU!l road. These srou1'8 

were axpeotad 1;0 open aolW1Un1oations with the Federal troopers 

covering the Dinwiddie Co1.U"t House. 21 

A.f'tel" dr1vine; back Staggt a brigade, P1oket.t ~ to get. 

pooeasion of' the .'Idauw road. A combat 'team was sent through the 

wooda.. Mach1ng the vital. road. the Confederates set up • 

tho Un1.on f'orces at. D:1Iad.dd1e Court House frotrl their oomt"ades at J. 

Bo1.ilae&U'a. 

The patrols sent out tu Herr1tt 'lrI'Vr'9 ~le to get. 

20 



through Picket:t. 1 s t"Oadbl.ook~ To e:xtr1.cat& h1.e men f'roUi th1s 

poes1bl;Y dangerous s1tuaUon, ~tt ordered 'Devin to take tns 

two brigades (Fitalmgh1a and Stagg's) and IOOW across to tho 

Eoyd.ton plank. road.. In ease the f'oe oont1.nued. his pusb toward 

D1nw1d.d.ie Court. 1:IOu.ae, Devin vas to strlke h1m. in the tlank and 

rear. Once he had -.stered his ooJlll'lla.nd. Davin proceeded to carry 

out the first part- or Merritt1s 1nst.ru.ct1.ons. Since Mlmf"ord's 

Re'be1 d1v1td.on was hover1llg in the area. DErt1n screened hi. march 

'Wi til a et:'One; rear guard. Though the Conf'ederates adopted a 

tbrea~ attitude, they did not at.tack. When Mo. ooaaand 

n.m.n pt'Opared to adv...,. aloog the Brooka road and _bUsh 

contact ¥lith cabbs' 'brigade. At this time, Gibbe' br1pde was 

coVCt1"1ng the janot.1on o£ ~ Adoms and Brooka roac:t.. 28 

Darlea· br1«acIe .... _ to the ~ton plank rood 

3bortl3r attar Deri.D'. troopers. Contedarate patrola .frolIl ~ord.1 a 

41.V181QJl. l:otb IIOUIItecl and dil!lliQWlted, bara.uecl Dav1e8 1 oolum. 

When Dav1eB reached the plank road, he t ae l"8Jlk1ng officer, 

aeSl1ll8d. coJllQ8JX\ or Devin's troops. One of stagg'. regiments, the 

6th IU..~ """ .....t to _ tho con£ ..... w plD"llUit. '!'be 

Ml.oIrl.gObd .... ~ drove back the ~ PGtrols wb1cb had be.n 

2l. 



Vevin'. projocted ""_ down the Ilt'ooks road, IlUItead. DrrI1n 

was told to march to D1nwi.dcU.e Court. House by WIO' o£ the plank 

l"Oad. It was starting to get dark 'When F1t.dugh's and stags: 's 

brigades reaohad. D1nw1ddioe Court House.. In accordance vith 

Merritt.'s inatrueU.ons. Dev1n moved his two brigade. to CrtI.ntp's 

fal"Dl, whore they camped. t:av1eo t un1.t. also DI8l"Ched to D1md.dd1.e 

Court !Iou .. , !lore, the brigade W1UI rejoinacl by til<> ...., with til<> 

1tJ.ecl horsee".. The trooper. had rot seen their horses since thq 

had. been sent to the rew ear:q in the a.tternoon. Dav1ee' 

br1gad:e camped. for the n1ght. on Grea.t Catta1l Run near thEi K1dd 

farm. 29 

'ihen the toe had 1'1r~ appeared at FUflII'Il'Illd'. r_. 

Cregg's Pennsylvnn1.a brigade had been l'"WIhed to that point. Oregg 

bowevttr. veI"e able to handle the s1tuation w:1tbout aaU.1n& upon 

Cregg for help. A1:out 2 o·ol.oGk the sourd. o£ hea:v7 f'1rlne: began 

to dri1't in troa tile north. Sbort:b" tbel'ea1'ter. ONG lJiarIIad 

that the Contederate 1nt"an'b-y bad .tozomed aoro .. Cbaabarlain's Bed 

at DaDset 8 ford. Report.a reachect Greggl s comalId. Rating that. 

_, br1g~de had been UJIObl.e to check the ~.' onalallgllt. 

in expect.at.1on of reoe1Ving orders to march to h1a aamrades' 

22 



zoelJ.Bt'. Gregg al.e:*t.ed his reg1.mental 00lIIIL9.Ilders to hold their men 

ready to llXlve an a IDiOl1tentl$ mt.ice. JO 

Despite the bad. news troDl the front, Sber1dan Nt'used to 

throw in hie re8W'Ves untU Picket.t had definitely collild.tted 

h1m3alt. 'nle cavBlr,y lead<n- was stlll uncerta1n of the 

Conf'erc1e2"atel9 f intentions. D1nw1d.d1.e Court HoU8e ;d.ght 'be their 

object.1ve. or they l!d.ght wheel to the lett and dri.ve up the 

Boydton plank road. in an ot"f"ot"t to rolllZP the V Corps. Sharldan 

b1_ b1.o tba 11fttl.l P1c1cetot '. VMgIW'd. -... ...... .,. the _ 

road. 'l'h1a SUCGe8a enabled. the Souther,... to 1.aolat.e t.hree o:r 

Shar1.dan's 'l1-1gades _ Davies'. F1tzl'algh'o. an:i Stagg's. Sher1.dan. 

hoping to oomrart this Confed8rate suooeaa into 8 d1sut.er, 

ordend 1len'1tt to _ the .. three omita .""" ... to the Bo.7<Iton 

plank road. If' t.be ~ pu"SWId,. Sher1.dan planned to atrlke 

thea in the flank and rear. Next, Sher1dan moved. to 01"88"'" hi. 

attaak1ng fol"08. Gregg'. br1gade was ordered to Ilt)ve &01'08. 

COUfttry and "attaa1c: the enmq in the 1'laJlk and l"eal"". Dev1n'a 

third brigacle. CH.bbe·. was to t.ake position at t.ba ,jW)aUon ot the 

Adams and Brooks roads. Gibbs' troopers lRtl"6 to delq P1oket.t t s 

intan't.r7Men 1n oasa they should str1lm 'Eor D1rad.dd:ie Court. House. 

A etat'1' officer was sent. to contact. Oeneral.~. The aide wae 

to d1reot. _ to basUm to D1nw1dd1e Coou.-t 110_ rlth _ o£ 

his 'brl.gade.. Custer's other 1:r1gac1e would be lat"'t to guard the 

--_._--



trai~. 31 

Follo\-dng the receipt of She:r1.dan t s ord8rB, Gregg's 

eager troopers. guided by a staff officer, rode off in the 

direction of the .f1...ring. After mareh1ng aoout a mile. GnIgg 

halt.ed. his ootJalla.tX3.. The 4th. 8th, and 16th PennsylvarU.a were 

dismounted nnd deployed into 1:5.ne of batt.le. There wore no 

grey-clads in !Jicht. The Pennsyl.vanians. covered by n stzo,:.ng torce 

of sld.rmishers. worked their Hay aautious);r forward. s:u1ded by the 

sound of the heavy f1r1ng. :,I1.t.h1.n a f'ew mlllltes. the blut)Qla.ds 

sighted P1ckett'fI onootrJ.ng battle line. A f1erde engagement 

ensued. )2 

A short time before F1tzlm.gh'e am Stagg's troopers had 

been driven baak on J. Bobseau's. Gibbs' brigade had taken 

poe1t1.on at. the juncUon o£ the AdMI.s and Brooks roads. The .toUl" 

guns manned by the CW'l11Oneer8 Qr Batteries C and. E, 4th U. S. 

Light Artillery wen eJ:Jq;>laced on the hill north or P1nw1ddie 

Court Houae. Hhen Gregg'5 Pennsor1v.:mi.aJ'IB tWved t'orward, they' 

established. contaot. With G1bbs' len. .flank oompan1ee. Gibbs 

planned to get 10 touch with the rellIsinder of" Devin's d1vis1Qn 

ai't.ar 1. t had retired to the Boydton plank road, but he was not 

l'lb19 to do 80. " 

As soon QII IIIOst or h1s 1ntant:r)" hnd reachbd the junot.1on 

of the D1md.dd1cI aM. Cnarp roade, Pickett fol'rll&d. bid bcl.gadea into 



line of' battJ.e. Covered by a strollt; force of sl:d.rDd..ahers, t.he 

:'<ebel. i.n£'antry advanced on D~ie Court. House. Pickett.' s 

troopers covered the 1nfantrJ ' s left :flank. ',vi.thin a few m1.nutes. 

Pickett's solrliers were in oontact wi.th Gregg's ani G1bbs' hard_ 

f3.ght1ng troopers. On the Uni.on l&ft. GregglB P~lvaniana cU.d 

not wait rot" the Confederates to charge. Pres5i.ng ahead. the 

bluecoate hurled PiQkett IS skirm.15hers back. :i:n this thrust, a 

number or p.rlsonttrs were o.nptw-ed by the UnioD1sts. and sent to 

the rear. The Yankees were able to hol.cl their own .for almost. two 

hout's .. Fitlal.ly. however. Pickett's SOlri1WB suoceeded in 

dislodging Gibbs' brigade. '!he retreat o£ Gibbs' colilfJUUXi rendered 

Gregg' $ position untenable. Covered by a strong rear guard, the 

Federals fall back. ".. 

Tho combative CUster was overjoyed. when 11 sta.r"£ officer 

galloped up and told him to :::lQrOh to D1mdddie Court lio\lse with 

bo of hiu brigades. In accol"danco wi.th Sooriaan's instruct.1ons, 

Colonel ;lilUam Wells' br1e:nd.e "lias detached. and left to guard the 

uagons. Aooompanie4 by Colonels .Alexw,der c. x. Penn1.ngt.on'/3 and 

Henry Oapehart.' 8 brigades, Cu:iter rode f'or'dU.t'd "at the t.rot'·. 

,Upon raaeb1.ns D1nw1dd.1e Court. House. the head of the column halted 

J4h11e Custer reported to Sheridan. The cavalry leader direot.ed 

---



CUster to pl.aoe his "ooDlllUlnd in position to support and rellev.~ 

CroOl<'5 div1a1on, wh1ch was l:e1ng forOOfil back q, the Confederate.-. 

Rejoining his co.-am. CUster directed Panm.ngton to reinforce 

Smith's brigade at F'1:lzgeraJ.d'. £orci. Capehart's troopers were to 

take posit1on on the left. of: the Ac1ams road. Just as Penn1ngton 

Wn8 msrshal1ng his eo-m preparatory to carrying out. o.urt.m-' SI 

instruct.i.ona. one of Sheridan's at.a.ft ott1cera galloped. up_ The 

aide told Penn1ngton to deplDy 1118 brigade on Capehart I s right. 

!ljr S':JO p.... c....ter •• _ had token pos1= about 

one-hRlt m1J.e Dl'rth ot ~ Court House, P~n'. 

bt"1,j;ade "'"' posted a short. ~ 1n front of an<! to _ Maht 

or Capebart.'.. 0 ... art.Ulsr:Y UII1.t (Bat.tery A, 2d U. S. L1.gj>\ 

Arttl1eo7) reported to Cwotel'. The oaval.J7 10"- bad t.be 

art1ller1sta un] 1,m'ber their t'our :J-1ncb r1tlBa in the fUld on the 

left of" the Adams road.. H1.s d1.apos1Uone compl.ftted. Cust.eI" 

con:f'1.den~ wa1.t.ed for the Confederates to attack. " 

.s.ttb1a troopers were able to hold Fi.tm Lee's CODIIMad at. 

bo"" unUl !h:)O o·clock. II'I' 11Qteq af"t,er the: Confederate horse 

art11lel7 started to shell hi. ool1Dll8Jlli. Sm1.t.h I S aoou.'t.a reported. 

that. Pickett'a 1ntantry 'Wall olooing 1n on the br1gs.de. (The 

retveat. of Gregg'. ami 01bbs' QOMIU1d.o had unoovtu"8Ci Sad.t.b's rear.) 

If Sm1th'lI bl.uecoata rema1ned where the7 were, they would be 

z6 
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crushed between P1cicet.t's advancing 1nf'antry and Flu lee' 9 

cavalry. Coneequentl;9", Smith ordered his men to f'all. baok. 

Fefore they- reached D1nw1ddie Court House, Sm1t.h's troopers 

sighted Cust.er's batt1a line. nalting his COI:lllrlaOO., Snlith 

re_rormed his brigade on the lo1"t of' Capehart1s unit. 36 

As soon as .:,mth's br1gade pullsd baok !'rom Fitzgerald's 

f'ord. Rooney' Lee's and. Rossm"'1J cavaJ . .ry divis.1.ons rorded. 

Cha.lJ:;berlain's Bed.. Once the tr'Oopel"S had ga.1.nsd the left bank, 

Fitz tee lIUJ.888d them on too right of P1.okstt t s battla l.1ne. 'I'he 

Col'lf'ederet.e 1nf'arrtl'y, aft.er torc1ns: Gregg'. and Gibbs' un1.ts to 

give way. had reswned 1 ts pllSh toward. D1md.dd1.e Court. House. 

Bef'ore they had advnnoed very far. the Southerners enaountered a 

tresh _Union formation _ Cueter'a d1v1a1on. It was gett1hg late 

and darkneaa was ft::It far off. Now that. F1.t.z r.. was UP. Pickett. 

determined to make one t"1nal e.tfort to ~ Sheridan's oorps. 

'!'he In:tantr;r would attac1c down the Adams road, wh1l.e F1t.. Lee 

turned. t.he Urdon len.. Mlmtord' s oavalr,r would aover the: 

oo""'-'781de _ the ""- oud lloJnlt<>n pl.aJ>k roads. 'J7 

Oreu'. and ru.bbe' battered .........,ns had __ through 

Custer's liDas a tfN Id.altea before the Confederate. em8'Z"ged. h"cm 

the woods. ~gg's 'l:r1gAde- vas posted on tl1e right of Pen:n1ngton'a 

'brigade, G1.b'ba ' was sent. to the rear and rejoined. Devin's d1.v1.e1on 



at Crump's i'arn. .. When the Con!'aderatae attacked. Pickett ' • 

tnfantry first a.8P~1led Pennington' oS trooper~. (Th:1.s TImon 

oollW1lmd had taken post tlon in ~e.nee of' GUster's min llne o£ 

resistance.) Pennington's brigade gave~. Falllng back. 

Penn1ngton re_formed his command on t.he aroe,st or a ridge on the 

right of the Adam3 road. ThiB retreat enabled Penn1l'lg,ton to 

re-establish contaot with Capehart on his lef"t.. The greyclads 

fa.iled to i"ollow up th.e1r success.. ?enn1ngton' 9 troopers were 

given t.1me in .. Mob to tbTow up tenee ra1.1 barricades. '.-.ben t.hey 

did attack, the Confederates ware thrown back by the troopers 

hol.dlJlg CUsterls reorgan1aed daf'ense line.. A secord at.tempt by 

Pickett's infantry to storm the Union pos1Uon was also rGp.1l.sed. 

ca.ster' 9 trnops then oo\U1'teratta.aked. and forced. the Confederate 

sId.n11ehera to recoil. on their lJ.ne or batt1e. J8 

Union left.. sm1t.h t s bluecoats, deap1.te heavy losses, held their 

"g1"OWld. undor the hOttest fire of wh1cb tbe ene!q was cap,Qblen• 

losing be~ all the wh1le. til near~ darklt
.. SIII1.th oow learned 

that his men bad shot up 6'11 the1r amtIlWlit1on. Consequent.l,y, he 

permit.ted thetll to ra11 baok. Re-f'onUng on t.he Adams l"Oad, Sm1th's 

troopers "1ntim1dated the adTanee or the enem;y by presenting a 

good. front, .dtoout a oartr1d.ge. n '9 



It was now getUng very' dark, therefore, Picket.t ordered 

the attaok suspenied. When the ftghUntr. ceased. tiw two contending 

battle lines lq very clDse to each other. Pickett-a infnntry was 

ma~ed astride tha Adams road. with Fi:t.z Lea's oaval.l:'yon the right 

and ~ord 1 s on the left. The Conf'ederate piclmt llne.s extended 

from G. 1]. nrool<5' on the left. to :<'1tzgarald f s tord on the right. 

Two brigades ()f Custer's division held Sheridan's .fl-ont on the 

night of the Jlat. In ant1a1pat1.o11 o:f a dawn att.ack. CUater's men 

slept. on their arms. 40 

Once t.ho 1"1ghUng had. ceased, OreCCts and SlIitb'a 

troopeh secured their "led. bJrses". The two units tJhen marched. 

to eroat CattaU Run, where 1:he7 ..-e...- w\.th Davie.' ...... gade. 

Onoe he had regrouped h1.s d1v1s1.on. Crook 'PfmII1t:t.ed his men to 

camp. 1I'ollDw1:lg CWrt.er's depru;oture f'or the :trent, the wagon t..ra1n 

'Wall parked near the jaDotion ot the Vaughan and Monk'" Neck rroada. 4-1 

hhUe the Soutbernal" •• in the bat.tle of' Dl.nw1dd1. Court. 

Rouse. had ta1led. to score alW swaeJ>1rlc 8U008ee. t.h8y bad 

nevertheless wreot.ed the 1n1.t1aUve .t"ron th$ aggreu1ve Sheridan. 

It 1#011"088 had been. slow. it was because the Fede:"al 08Valr;,v had 

.fought bard. 'lbe sp!r1.t o£ Pickett's barQ..b1tten t1gbt.ere ~ 

as stout as aver. No reports were made b;y the Conf"edel"Q:te leaders 

of the losses auf'f'encl by their COftI!'!Rms 1n the battJ.e: at D1nW1dd1e 



Court House. In addition to tho battle ca.sualtie3. Pickett had 

lost tho serviees of ·one o:t his bl"ign.diera~ During the day, 

General Terry had rl'Jcsived a dLsabl.ing 1njury~ The rarJd..ng 

otficer in tho brigade, Colonel Robert M. !~. had assumed 
~~./ J 42 

~and of Terr,r's brigade. 

Having loot. the 1n1t.1aUve. Sher1dan was f"oreed to f'ight 

a delaying aot,lon. }:ach time the Confederates overOln9 a pocket 

of resistAnce. they were confronted by another. IJeVe~eless. 'by 

nightt'all. Sheridan"s corps had boon plshod back nea.rly to 

D1nw1d.d10 Court House. Un10n losses du.ring the da,y had totaled 4, 
about 450. 

late on the a1""t.ermon ot the Jlst. Grant sent a I'!\fWber 

o£ hi8 starf". Prigadier Oenoral Horace Porter. to see Slwridan. 

Port.e1" reaohed the jUnction of the Ac1ams and Brooka l"Oada just as 

was "l.ay1.nc 'Nellls B~' as ahoer1l;r as it it were turnish1ng 

Porter oncount.ered Sheridan juat be!'orG he reached. 

D1md..dd1e Court House. Att.w Porter had report.lild. on how the ArBu 

of the Fot.ou.cl was tAl"1J1C. Sher1dan rema.rked that "be had hw;\ one 

or the liveliest. dol\Ys 1n bis experience, f'ighUng 1nf'anu-y an:l 
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cavalry with cavalry only". 3h(Widan told .?or1.er "that he 'Was 

conoentrating his cotanand on the h1.gh groum just north o£ 

D1nw1.dd1.e. and 'WOuld hold that position at all hazards" .. 

Cont.inu1Pg. Shor1da.n declared "that with tho C01.·PS of infantry he 

expeo:t.ed. to b9 plt under his comman:1 he couJ.d t.al!e 't.lm initiative 

t.he next. morning and cut. orr the whole of the force lee bad. 

detached. It The ca"a~. re!'erring to Piolrott. f s t'oree. 

Th1s force is 1n rr.ore danger than I am. _ 
it I am. cut oU f't'om the J\;;:'m;y' o£ t.bo i>otomac. 
it. 1.6 cut. ot£ b'oa Ise I s U'tIG". and not a man 
111 it. iJbould. CWW' be nllDwed to get. back to 
Lee. 'ria at. last have drawn the enetq' B 

J.l\fantry out of' its !"orUt'lca:t.1ons. and this 
18 ou:- ohanee to attack it. 

Sheridan begged Porter to basten to Grant' s h~ra 

and again to urge tho lieut.enant. general command1ng to aen:l h1l1l 

the VI Corps. "'because it had boen umer hia!. in the batt.les 1n the 

Valley o£ V1.rginia. and kne>1i' his wa:;y o£ £ight.inglt. Porter 

repeated the 1.n£'ormation whtoh had been .forwarded to Shor1dan the 

previous evening regarding the VI Corps _ name~ I that ~-lr1ght t B 

corps was on the right or t.he ~ o£ the Potomac, ar4 the only 

infantry f'aree which could promptly 301n Sheridan was ',4nTen's V 

Corps. With this l::wd.neas taken care ot. Porter returned to 

Grant.'s~. The $taN' officer reached Dabney's \.f111 at 

1 p. Ill. and gave Grant a full report or 3her1.dan I S oparat1ona. 44 
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lW1.dentl;y. Sheridan was not quito as eonf'1dent o£ his 

pos1 tion as he had 1.ed Porter to belleve he was. -,lhen the cavalry 

leader comp:>sed a letter to Grant. descrlU,l1g tha day's fighting, 

he wrote. "Tb1S' force lJiekflrl:.t'ij is too strong tor us. I \oIiU 

hold on to D1mt1dd.1f'l Court-House until I am com;pellad. to leave." 4S 
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THE BATTLE OF FIVE FORKS 

Part V 

The Battl.e of "lhite Oak: Road 

It had stopped rai.ning on the afternoon of t~e 30th, bJ,t 

by :J a. m. the next morning it had started again. The streams 

conttnued to rise, and the roads ware ~tt1ng stead1~ worse. 

Except where oorouroyed, they were practical.l.;y impassable. When 

Grant awoke and found that the run had reconunenced. he determined 

to do nothing untl.l the precip1 tation oeased. The general's first 

order of the day to Meade, sent at 1=40 a. Ill •• announced, nOwing 

to thf/ heav,r rain this morning the troops will rema:1.n substantially 

as they now are, but the Fifth Corps should to c4I;y draw three days I 

1 
UJJre rations." 

When he IlclaloWled.ged Grant's telegram at 7;45. Meade 

inquired if there wtrre an;y object1oM to the II Corps also draw1ng 

three days I ratione. 'nut EllDPty supply wQgOnB 'WOuld then be 

returned to the railhead to be ref1lled. 2 Grant saw no objections. 

The n Corp.!! was authorized. to draw ita rations. :; 

Humphreys! and "arran's troops had started. ta1d..ng up the 

positions -whr-ah they had been ordered. to aasumEt the previous 

evening. about two hours before ~ant had issued his direCtive 
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suspending all movements for the time being. 

At daybreak. Ayres had started massing his division near 

the S. Dabney houss. First, the general issued orders calling up 

Denison'::! and Gwyn's brigades;. These two organizations had Spent 

the night camped on the left bank of the rain-swollen branch of 

Gravelly Run. near Mrs. Butler's. After fording the turgid stream 

which was over t.hr9~ feet deep. the t.wo 'm-igades lI13reh1!ld to S. 

Dabney's. where they rendezvou.aed with Winthrop' IS command.. Next, 

in an effort to increase his atrik1ng force, ~es sent an urgent 

dispatch to Warren. A::yres wanted the soJ,dj.ers from his division 

who were manning the line of outposts relieved. by tIlen from some 

other un1 t. The general informed. his superior that he would have 

alreaeJiy replaced the p1.ckets from h1111 own comroand. but he did not 

:feel it would be wise to reduee his effective strength at this 

time. 4 

A staft officer delivered this messags to General Warren 

at 6110. Warren saw the log1e beh1.nd. ~s I request. He dashed 

o£f a hurried repJ.,y I ~orm1.ng /wres jjthat the matter of relieVing 

the pickets will. be atterded [til at once" • .5 

For some u.nexpJ.a1ned. reason, forty_five minute. elapsed 

bel"~e Warreillboved to secure a re1ief' £or /orrea l outpost.s. At 7 

0 1 c1ock. Warren ordered General Crawford to recall his p1.ckets 

2 

----.----~--------~ 



----~.~--

covering the Boydton plank road. Cra-wf'ord would then concentrate 

his division at the Holliday house. ',fuem his troops had reached 

Holliday's, Crawford was to see that soldiers from his division 

relieved A;yres l on the picket line. crawford's men were to picket 

the tront. from Hwllphrflya' left to a point north of Holliday's. In 

case of a Confederate attack on Ayres' division, Crawf'ord wa.s to 

move to Ma comrade's sssistanee. The pioneers from. two of 

Crawf'ord t S brigades were to be detached and left to t.hrow a brlclge 

acrose the rain-swollen branch of Gravelly Run that barred the 

passage of the earps' artil.lery. Crawford would establish his 

co.lllJlW'ld post at the Ho 111.day house. 6 

".farren would have l1lced to visit Wes' division and 

superintend the operations at. the .front. In faet, he interxied to 

leave for the point of danger nas soon as the giving and receiving 

instruotions nece8sar,y'" Eor the operaUons 0t' the day ':rould permit". 

On the J1st. as on the JOth. the 1.nflwc of dispatohes reee1.ved. and 

the orders that they made necessary kept. Harren at his headquarters 

a.nd. acoessible to the telegraph until almost 9 a. m. 7 

The II Corps. as sehed'uled. had roved to take over the 

rUle pits held by" Gr:t!"t1n l s division. Since the Federals were on 

guard against a Confederate counterattAck. they l!IOI:V'~ cautiously. , 
Long betore dqbrel1k. General Hays issued 1nstructions ealli.nc up 



General 3nwth's l::rigade from the reserve. Hoving to the !'rant. 

Snwth's tl-oaps halted in the rear of the trenches ':)ccupj.ed by 

Pierce's brigade, the unit holding the right flank of J-I..ott's main 

line of resistance •. At dawn. 3ntvth'.<; bluecoats relieved Pierce's 

soldiers. By this maneuver. Hays had succeeded in deploying his 

three brigades in the rille pits _ HcIv()rts on the right, 

Olmsted's in the center. and Smyth's on the left. The right f"lank 

o£ Hays' division vas anchored on Hatcher's Run; its left flank 

joined Mett's right at the Taylor house. Hays had no reserve. 8 

AIJ soon 3.S ~hts had rolieved Pierce, Hott's: ~vis1on 

sh1f'teci to the lett. }i)tt t Oil troops filed into the earth'Gmrks 

oOCQ.p~e<i 't:tT M:U.es' division. 'l\ro o£ liottta brigades. MeAll1stElr's 

and Pierce's, were stationad in the 'breastworks. !1:oAlllster's 

left rested on the Boydton plank road. ·,..hile Pierce's right was in 

contact with Hays' lai"t. at thq Tay-lor house. De Trobriand'a 

brigade was maned near the Rainey house. readJr to move to Miles I 

ani.stance in aUie or an emergency. 9 

Upon being relieved by Mett'a troops, Miles' divisiOn 

shU'ted across the EoJrclton. pl.ank: road.. Ramseyls aOO Madill's 

brigades rel.iaved GrUrin's troops in the ·!'ort1flcations. Nugent's 

and Scott's br{gadtlla were held in reserve. Throughout the morm.ng. 

MUes gave hi. two t"eSOl'"Ve uni ta v,ar.i.ous assignments. Nugent I s 
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soldiers were organized into fatigue parties and put to work 

slashing t1mber~ The 5th l:ew Hampshire of scott's brigade was 

used to man ::11e8' picket line. ~1hen the New Hampshire regintent 

moved into no man's land, it was accompanied by two companies of 

the 64th New York. 10 

The n Corps I batteries were not moved at this time. 

Three of the batteries were on the line atXi three were parked in 

reserve. II 

By dayllght.. the II Corps had completed 1 ts sbi.ft to the 

left. '..Jhen General Meade at 7:30 a. m. called for Q report of 

the disposition of the II Corps. Humphreys replied: 

The position of lIIiY" uoopa this IlIOrning is; 
Hays extending !'rom right. nelU" Crow house. to 
Taylor house; Mott f'rom Ta;rlor bouse to Boydton 
plank: road. Miles hu relieved Or1t:tln in hia 
position ••• • I £100 that Miles is atrong 
enough 1n Griffin's position to adm1t of "II\V 
PUtting De'rro'br1and's brigade in a 11 ttle !OON 
central position, from whioh it Oan [!!Qve in a 
few minutes to the l.ef't.. 12 

Attar being relieved by Mi1.6s. Griffin received 

inatruoU.ol'l8 trom Warren to move his division from. the Boydton 

plAnk road. to Mrs. BuUer'a. Gr1.f'fin would mass his diviaion a.t 

that point. EvidentJ.y, Orif'f'in did not DOve very promptly". 'r1hen 

Humphreys reported to Meade at 7140. he wrote. "M1les has relieved 

OrUtin in hi., position, but Griffin has remained some hours." 1, 
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Warren. like RIlmphreya. was requested. by General Meade 

at 71)0 to locate his unite. The commander of the V Corps. 

however. hedged. a lltt.le in hi. reply. Instead of talUng where 

his divisions were. he indicated. where he intended to post them, 

-tfarren. therefore, reported that Gr1ffin's division would be 

concentrated at Mrs. Butler'e. ,qres' near S. Dabney's. and 

Crawford I 8 :1.n between. In addi t1on. Warren 1nf'Qrmecl Meade of the 

erl.etence ot the road llnk1ng Hr'8. Butler I s on the Eo;yd.ton plank 

road with W. Dabnq1a on the White Oak road. At this time, Warren 

warned. this road wa. "DOt praoticable" for wheeled veh1clea. To 

make matters worae, the road croeseci "a very d.1£f'1ou.lt branch of 

Gravell3" Run". Warren reported that he had. all the pioneers he 

oou.ld 8pare working on a bridge. Even ISO. it would. "take a long 

14 
time to m,aken a praoticable crossing for the wagons. 

'I'h1e tel.egram reached Meade's headquartsrs at 8,06. 

Meade 1aled.iatel;v f'orwarded a copy of thl.s aeasage to Grant. In a 

covering dispatch. MeAde OOlllD8nted that additional toQls would be 

seD"t to the V Corps as soon as they oould be moved to the f'ront. 

Meade wanted. to 1naure that the CClMeOUrig road was :reDiered 

"passable for art1l.lery and wagons at the earliest. DJ;lment". 15 

A n~tle bei"ore 8'30. the rattle or musketry £'rom the 

direction of HwIIpbreysl front beoame distlnct.q audible to the 
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officers of Haadels headquarters. Hassages -were immediately sent 

to Humphreys and Warren. HlUllPhreyS was directed to aseert.ain and 

report the cause of the firing. Besides inf"orming the commander of 

the V Corps of the skirmishing, Meade directed Warren to stand 

ready, if called upon. to rush his reserve to Humphreys' suppOrt. 

Meade. in compliance with Grant's directive, took this opportunity 

to inform his eorps commanders, lI'nJ.ere will be no lOOVl!l'IneIlt of 

troops to-day. n 16 

Making an investigation, Humphre,ys discovered that 

General Miles had sent out a 60_man combat patrol. !'rom the 64th 

New York. Miles had done this in accordance w:1th an order whioh 

Humphreys had 1esued. to his subordinates. The division eo.-anders 

were directed to reconnoiter the Confederat.e fort1.ficatloll8. try 

to capture prisoners, and ascertain the strength and identity" of 

the unite opposed to the II Corpe. 'I'hb information. Rumpbreys 

felt, would be 1nttalU.Qble in Qase an attack vaa ordered. 

In oarry1ng out thia nasion. Mile8 I combat patrol had 

olashed with the Rebel. pickets. After a t'ev .hots had been 

exchanged. the! Southerner&! fled, leaving 16 pri.80MrS in the 

Yankees' hands. The Con:rederates then sent out a small detachment. 

to dt"ive baekMues' patrol, but it failBd. Ac~ by their 

prisoners, the Yankees returned to their 11MS. Upon beag 
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questioned. the gre,yclads stated that they belonged to MCGowan's 

Soutb Carolina brigade a Furthermore, they identified HyDumI s 

brigade as the unit holding tha lines on their left a ~7 

Rep~ng to Meade's communication. \.-.'arren e.xpl.ained that 

there was lIa good deal o£ ID'I1sket.:-y firing going on il"l our 11nes by 

the m.en firing ott their guns to put in a f'l'oesh loads". Warren 

thought that. unless he oompl.eteq lost contact with Humphreys I 

the force (Mile,,' division. re1nf'oroed by De Trobriand'a brigade) 

"Which had reUeved «Griffin 18 am.ch mre than under aJ\V 

should break Humphreys' line or threaten to do so, Warren prom1&ed 

not to val t :tor order. to Qi!u,l.t his 1:Qoother of.t1cer.. 18 

Meade had also inf'orm.cl Grant of the firing on the le:rt 

of the II Corps' .fl-ont. After stating that he had direoted W'arren 

to support Hwbphreya U' necessary I Meade thought 1. t would. be a 

good idea U Grant alerted Ord. Meade reported that he had i.BSUro 

instructions tor tbe II and. V CQrps to be su.ppl1.ed. with ratione. 

The general, howeYer. expressed conoern lest the condition of the 

roads render 1 t lmposs1ble to rwictuaJ. Humphreys' and. Wa:rT"en' s 

coumandlJ. 19 

Folloving the :receipt ot Meade's d1~toh. Grant 

telegraphed. Ord. to hold his troops ready to aupport Humphtoeya in 
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20 case the II Corps was attacked. 

At 8150 Warren received a message from Humphreys sent 

at 7140.. Hwnphreys wanted. to know where )o(arren proposed to rest 

his right flank.. At the l1!OlD:ent, Humphreys reported. there was "'a 

vacant space" on Miles' left .. 2~ 

In answering Jiumphrays I dbpatcm. Warren stated that he 

was unable to Rtak$ up al'\Y regular line of battle on aooount of 

the wads and swamp"".. Instead. he had concentrated each of bis 

d.lvlsione on a specU'ied. point 80 they could meet an attack from 

"anY direction with the 11.ne re£used lt • Warren did not believe 

that the Conf'ederatem would be able to turn the n Corps' J.e1't. 

without Humphrey being for8W8l'l18d. flVen i.f the V Corps moved a.way. 

As the troops were now dep.lcyed. Warren informed liUJIlphreye, be 

could move GrifT1n and his supporting artl1ler.Y toto position on 

Miles I left in short order. A coW ot the IIlBssage to Meade 

locating the areas where Warren had posted. his d1v'1siollll. and a 

sketch map of the countryside west of the plank roacl. were also 

forwarded to ~8. 22 

At this Uae. Warren was not anticipating II18k1ng an;r 

forward movements. five m.inutea bef'ore he dictat.ed the message 

to HQmpbr'IfYs,.,-lIarren re¢e1ved. another tel,egr~ !:Tom Meade' 5 

headquarters. Mead. again po1nted out to his 6Ubordinate that 

nOw1ng to the 'Weather no change will to-day be made in the present 
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position of the troops". To take advantage ot thi..a hiatus, three 

days f rations and .forage would be brought up and issued to the 

command. The empty wagons were to be sent to the rear to be 

refilled. Warren was admon1shed to lIuse every exel"tion to make 

practicable the roads to the rear ••• ." 23 

IA.lr1ng the night. Warren had received Q copy of Sheridan 'a 

message to Grant reporting that Pickett.' 8 division was depl.cyed 

along the '/lh:1,to Oak road, its right at hve Fbrka, and its left 

extending toward Petersburg. At 8115 a. Ill. Warr'en re~ th1.s 

colllllll1!lieation to General .vres. In his covering memorandum, 

Warren comment.d. that he interred fro. Sheridan I S eorresporJdenoe 

that Merritt.'s IIsmaU force" had been dislodged f'rom the White Oak 

road. Consequentl\r. Warren warned. ~8 that be WQu.ld have to be 

on the lookou.t f'or a Confederate attaok on his "laft flank trom 

the west. as well as :trom the northtl. Jw'ree was also 1nf"ormed that 

Crawf'ord had been directed to mass his diVision at Jk>l.Uda;r's, 

24 
while Gri.ff'in's division was being concentrated at Mrs. Butler's. 

Although the Union braee did not knew it. the lett. flank 

of' -\Tres l p10lcet line extended about. t.hree-qurtera of a 111118 

beyond the point whil!lt"e the Rebel forti£1cationa veered sharply to 

the right at -the junctlon o£ the Claiborne and White Oak roads. 

~s 1 pt'8senoe in this sector was a. result of the message whioh 
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;.,'arren had sent Meade at 4 p. m. on the 30th. At that tao, ":{arren 

had written that he oould take his "corps and. blook the ;-./hite Oak 

road". 25 Meade had forwarded. a copy" of Warren's dbpateh to 

Grant. The lieutenant getteral commanding had replied at 8:.30 p. m., 

"It will ju.st suit what I intended to propose __ to let Humphreys 

re11~e Grtffints division and let that move farther to the left. 

'Harren should get h1m.sel..r $t.rong to_night." 26 

I.ater in the even1ng, Grant sent two telegrams to Me8(ie. 

In both of these, Grant pointed ou.t that Warren vu oot to attack 

without orders e1.gned by h1JDaeli'. Sinoe it was feared. tht¢ the 

Rebels were about to try to seize the 1n1Ua:t.1.ve, Warren was to 

atrent;then his position. Grant wa~ correot 1n his estimate of the 

situation. Not ~nl.v were the Conf"ederates about to launch a 

powerful assault on the lef"t flank of Warren's corps, but Piokett's 

task force was prepar1ng to move ae;a1nat Sheridan's cavalry. 2? 

On the 1IlOrn1:ng of' the JJ.st, General Ise v11d.tad. the 

sector held by Anderson's eorps. The general rode along the White 

Oak road. inspecting the .fortifications as tar to the west as the 

Claiborne road. Upon reaoh1.tlg "th"" return". I.e_ learned from 

Genera~ Johnson that the Union troops (~8' division) which were 

in :fx'ont of the works At. this point were deployed with their R left. 

flank in the air". To take: advan-t.age ot this oarelessness, a.nd to 
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preclude the possibillty of the FederaLs' :interposing between 

Pickett's task force and Anderson's fortified position, Lee 

det.ermined to attack and roll up the exposed Uman £lank. 

This would be a desparate gamble, because there were 

on~ four brigades available with which to undertake this tQsk. 

To make matters worse, these rour u~ts oame from three di££erent 

divisions. KDcidy's and ',1"ise'8 brigades belonged. to Johnson1s 

division, Hunton's to Pickett's. and. McGowan's to Wilcox's. 

Aocordingl,y, they would not be aeC\1~ to working as a team.. 

JohnsOn was placed in charge or the projected attack. under the 

general supervision of Anderson. The corps COIlW'RMer. howw"er, 

seems to have taken little or ID part. in the subeequent engagelllent. 28 

Upon being given tactioal control or the eituation, 

Johnson quickly I'Il8.d" his disposit.1ons. McGowan's brigade, whioh 

was posted west. of Burgess' Mill, was pulled out of the rUle 

pits. Hhen he had formed his troops on the ~te Oak road. McGowan 

moved to join Johnson at the juncUon of' the Cla1'PoJ"n8 and Wh:1.te 

Oak rodS. ~'8 brigade extended to the le::rt. and oocupUd the 

trenehes vacated by McGowan's South Carolinians. 

An air ot urgene;y Was added to the situation when 

Johnson spottM two Union battle 11nes (ldnthl"Op'a and Gwynta) 

moving into the field west of Halter Butlerts house. Johnson 
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ordered Hunton's troops to leave the protection of the earthworks 

and take position in the woods north of the White Oak road. The 

Alabama brigade W:ls formed on Hunton's righte Since General Moody 

was ill. Colonel r~tin L. Stansel (tbe ranking regimental 

commander) was in charge of the Alabama br1gade e At the same tim.e. 

Johnson notUied Anderson and Heth that he would attack as soon as 

he could torm his line of battle.. McOowan t 3 greyclads ~v came 

hurrying up the Wh.i te Oak road. Johnson shouted for McGowan to 

deploy his men on St.anael's right. Witbin a few minutes, the 

three battle-hardened Rebel brigades had taken poaition in the 

wood:s north ot the White Oak road. Wise's brigade was on the 

ground but not in line. 

Johnson was encouraged when he saw that the Union left 

flank was still dangling !lin the airlte Furthe.rmore, the 'WOOds 

west of Halter Butler1s field would screen the Confederates' 

approach march. Johnson. therefore, issued instructions for 

McGowan to take h1.s brigade and assail the exposed Onion flank. 

McGowan was expectad. to drive the Federals across the !'ront of 

Johnson's other brigade8. Hunton's and stanselts troops would 

then move to the attack. Following the receipt or Johnson's 

orders, McGowan's South Carolinians erossed the road. Bef'ore 

MaGowan's troops were able to get into position, the Yankees 
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suddenly resumed their advance. 29 

In the meantime. one of ..wrest staff oi'fioers had 

reached Warren1 s command post. The aide informed Warren that the 

Confederates still held a line of outposts south of the White Oak 

road. (On the morning 01: the )181:.. the 41st Al.aballllt had cont.inued 

to man the line of outposta whioh General. Johnson had eetablished 

covering the approaches to the White Oak road.) Warren decided 

that. i.f bis pos1tion -..rere to 'be rendered s80ure !'rom attack by 

the Five Forke Rebels. it would be necessary to do something about 

the Rebel p1.ckets. In addition, the general was afraid that the 

suspension of hostilities ordered. by Grant would give the toe an 

excellent opportUl'lity to reeonnoiter the V Corps' position. 

F1.nau;'. Warren believed that hi.e troops would not be able to 

obtain much rest during this Matus 1n action operat.1ons unleS8 

there were "a greater distance- bet.-w.en IUs picket line omd Une 

of battle. As the situation then was. Warren felt that his men 

would have inaufl"1a1ent Ume to get under arms in case a etrong 

foree of butt.erDu:b "ahowed itself at the advance posts". To 

prevent any- relaxation of Tig1.l.lmoe until after hl.s po51.Uon had 

been made secure. Warren did not announce that orders had been 

rece1ve4l auspond1ng all movements. 

At 9140 a~ m. Warren telAcrapbecl Meade that he had 
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directed !\yres to drive in the Confederate Dutposta. In addition, 

J'lyrps was to see :if he COllld ascerta.in the B~ength of the Robel 

fores holding the "White Oak road. A copy of this dispatch was 

also forwarded to Ayres. 30 

General Heade approved of ".farren's forced reeol'lllaissance. 

At 10:)0 Chie.f o:f staff :.[ebb informed Warren: 

Your dispatch giving ,;yres t p:)sltlon is 
received. General Meade directs that should 
you dete:rtn1ne by your reconnaissance that you 
can get possession o:f and. bold the White Oak 
road you are to do so notwi thst.and1ng the 
orders to suspend operations to...day. )1 

AiYres' division. however', bad moved f'orward and a 

desperate contest had been precipitated. be1"ore webb"s comnmnication 

reachEl<i Wart'en. 

General A.'vre$ had spmt a buq moming marshaling his 

division at S. IJQbneyls. As soon as all IUs units were up, ATres 

proeeeded to .form his men in aceordanee with Warren' a instructions. 

The troops were deployed eaet or s. Dabney's place in Balter 

Eutiar's field.. This :field was bounded on the north by the White 

Oak road. )2 

Ayres had Winthrop form his br1.gade into line o:f battle 

north or the Holliday dwelltng. The J.4Oth New York was thrown Qut 

as Skirmishers-and covered Winthrop'" battle line. J) Owyn's 

brigade was deployed into line of bat.tl$ and took posit.ion .!.l! 
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echelon on ;'linthrop I s right. J4. These two brigades faced the 

-...rhUs Oak road, which was about one-fourth of a mile to their 

frent. To protect his left flank, Ayres placed General Denison1s 

brigade in a. wooded ra.vine west of the field. The Maryland brigade 

faced west. Two of Denison 1 e reg1.ut.ents. the 4th and 7th Maryland. 

patrolled the woods on the left of the brigade. 35 

It was a littlB after 7 o'clock when Crawford's division 

moved out of the breastworks covering the Boydton plank road. The 

muddy road and the rain-swollen branoh slowed dawn the pace of 

Crawford's march. In sp1te of these di.f'ficultle8, Crawf'ord 

succeeded in llUlssing his troops at Holl1.dsy' s by 10 a. lIl. :36 

At the same time. General Griffin ooncentrated hiB 

division at Mrs. Butler's. Proteeted as he was by the booming 

branch. Gr1.ff'in held an impl"egnable position. Theref'ore, when ~ 

Gr1f'fin's division had taken its posit1on astride the ~od road, 

arms were st.aoked. knapsacks Ul'l$J.ung, and the men CI't.8.l"t«l to 

prepare breakfast. It had. now c..Qsed raim.ng and the sun, bright 

and warm, broke through the elouds. Blankets were ~ead out to 

dry, and the soldiers feU the Itb.loyancy alwf\Ys 80 distinctively 

do.m1Dan't during the short rifts in seasons of cont1nu.al contacts". 37 

Warren l a artillerists would not be able to move their 

pieces to the front until the pioneers had completed the bridge. 
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The eight guns m.anned by the gunners of Battery D and Ba;ttery H. 

1st New York Light Artillery, therefore, 'Were emplaced to cover 

the spot where the Boydton plank road cr08sed Gravelly Run. In 

addition. these two units would be able to protect Griffin's left 

flank. Follow-lng the departure of Griffin's troops, Battery B. 

4th U. S. aoo Batteries D and G. 5th lJ. S. Light Artillery had 

remaln9d in position at the junction of the Boydton plank and 

Dabney roada. They would furnish fire support to Miles' division 

of the II Corps. ,8 

Shortly" after .vres had completed hia dispositions, one 

o£ l"arren's staff officers (Major Emmor B. Cope) galloped up to 

his command post. The aide-de-camp told Ayres that he was "to 

take the White Oak road and intrench a brigade upon it". Avrea 

WB,51 al.so authori~ to call upon Crawford. for one brigad.e to 

support his att.ack. '.When Crawf'ord received AuTes' request. he 

issued marching orders to Brigadier General Richard Coulter's 

brigade. ;1hen Coulter reported to !fyre3, he was directed to f"orm 

his br1gac\e in the rear of \.O/1nthrop's command. While Coulter's 

troops were filing into position. 'l.finthl"op's moved to the attack. 39 

As soon as Coulter's brigade had moved to reintorce 

Ayrers. CraW£ora hastened to form. his two other brigades. Brigadier 

General Henry Baxter's and Colonel John A. Ke11ogg's br1gadE18 were 
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l1l:lssed in column of regilnents in a thick woods south of Halter 

Butler's field. Kellogg's organization was on the right and 

Baxter's on the left. 40 

In obedienc@ to \.[arren's instructions, ~es at 10,30 

a. m.. sent Winthrop's brigade forward. Gwyn' a troops supported 

Winthrop 1 a advance on th~ right. Covered by the akirmisMrs from 

the l40th New York. Winthrop's grim battle line swept ahead. Aa 

they advanoed across the field, the Federals were greeted by 

small-arms fire. At first, thi.s was scat.t.ered. but as the Yankee. 

drove closer to the Wh1.te Oak l"Oad, it increased in intensity'. 

Lieutenant Colonel Willlam W. SWan reoalled: 

I aat on IlO' horse ];letwesn .!,he two l.inIJs 
or reserves, watching L'JintbroRi go forward 
steadl~ in :pa.inf'uI siIenoe. Not an ellil!tllG'" 
waB to be seeD. not a DalrJket was fired. until 
the adv.anc1ng troops were half a0l"08s tho 
field. WheD 1JUd.denl3 along the edge of the 
wood at. the other end there appeared a long 
blue line ot smoke .... .. 

The blueooats 1RJZ'e \1Dabl.e to see their tormentor. who were 

concealed in the 'troOde 'QOrth of the road. ',olinthrop'8 soldiers, however 

were able to drift to within "ten to f'i£teen yards" or the road. 41 

At the time that ',41ntbroP'3 brigade had moved to the 

attack. l1cGovan ' s troops bad. not been able to get into position on 

Ayres' left. Consequentl,y. when be .ali the bl.uecoats coming 
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across the field toward. the White Oak road, Johnson ordered h1.s 

rn.esl!Iage: could be rels;red to h1s brigade commanders. a lieutenant 

in Hunton's brigade who had bQen watehing ~1nthrop's advance sprang 

to his feet, waved his $word, and shouted "Forward!" Hunton's 

eager Virginians. answering the lieutenant t s call, rushecl f.'rOIll 

their places or concealment. stansel. t!ll Alabuans lJX)ved to the 

attack on Hw:Jtonts right. MoOowAn had not completed his 

disposi.tions when Johnson'a attack order reached h1.s commar.d post. 

His line was rot formed, but his South Carol1lU.ane. on hearing the 

shouts o£ lbmton'l3 troops, could not be restrained. SUrging 

42 
fo~. McGowan's brigade aasa11ed. Ayr$S' let't flank. 

Hunton's V1rgln1ana and Stansel's Alaba\llarur. i:n a short 

desperate contest. bested W1nthrop f s New Yorkers. To escape 

annihilation, Winthrop bell.owed. instructions for ids soldiers to 

face about. Covered by a atrong rear guard. 

on the position ooou.p1.ed. bef'ore the advance. 

the b%-ig&de fell back 

43 

When General 0v,yJ1 saw the Confederates come pouriDg 

across the road. he led. his brigade forward on the doubla. BetO" 

Gwyn's troops were ablA to intervene, Vdnthrop's command was 1.D 

1'uU retreat; - GWyn's battle l1.ne halted and. startecl to blaze aW93' 

at the oncoal.ng Rebels. nus served to check lOOmentaril¥ the 
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Confederate drive. Encouraged by Gwyn's "tand. Winthrop ral.l1eci 

his command" The Confederate onslaught was slowed.. Reaoting to 

this sit.uation with his customary vigor. Johnson hurled Hunton's 

Virginians against ~'s line o£ battle. Stansel's Alabamans 

pressed agl!dnst W1nthrop's flank. The Alabamans' volleys struelr; 

Winthrop's brigade in the 1"lank. Winthrop'" troops then resumed 

the retreat.. Colonel SWan recalled that.: 

\-anthropf a jJrigadli! tben returned slowly' 
to the branch of GravelJy Rlln. There was no 
order, however. Eaoh man wtLS looking out. for 
h1mHlt and all w-are making for the entrenohed 
11M ...... .. The lIlen did. nat ruJI. 'l'be e~am 
walt lIlIlch swollen and. at plaees too deep for ~ 
ltlfan"t.r7 to f'oM. I r8llle11lber that. I rod.. with 
W'1nthrop in rear of the retr'eat1nc troops. It'' 
horse was 1d.1led. shot through the neck. ~ 
eWe tQ side. jv.st. aa we entered the woods. 

lhuftonta troops toum the going more d1f'1'lault. The 

VirgUd.ane eent.ereO theil- at.taCk on the left flank and front of 

G-wyn's battle l.1fte. Foll.O\dag Winthrop's vitbdrawal. Gwyn's 

po81tion beaame lUlttmabh.. 9Imton l s troops were able to turn. 

Gwyn I s flank. The regiDumt. on the lett. the 210th hnnsylvan1a. 

broke aDCl t'l.cl .. Gwyn'. brigade then :tell back Upoll Crawf"ord,fs 

division. 45 

In ~e ll18ant1me. MoOowanfs South Carol1D1ana bad mo",ed 

against. DeI11,son's brigade. DeD1son l s .Mar:rliu:1ders checked M'oOowaftls 

initial thrUIt. 
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Coulter's brigade. which had been sent to reinforce 

Ayres' d1vi$1on, had mt completed its d.eployment at the time that 

Winthrop had suf'tered his repulse. Observing that Gwyn's troops 

were already' moving to Winthrop 1 S aBsist~ce t Coulter advanced to 

help Denison. McGowan by this time had r!t1l9Wed his attack on 

Denison's Mar,yl.and b-1gade. InfUtratil'lg the woods to the left of 

the ravine held 'by Denison's battle l1.ne. the South Carol1..n1ans 

compelled the 4th and 7th Maryland to tall back. Th1a succeas 

enabl..ed. McGowan's soldiers to enfilade the art. flank of Denison·. 

11ne. The Marylanders were forced. to evacuate the ravine. ¥Jhen 

they retreated, Denison's bluecoats came tuuablln&: back on Coulter's 

CGl'!IIl8.nd.. So shaken was t.he Maryland b:-igade by thi:J setback that 

Denison vas unable to :r-&.t'orm hie unit. until arter it had crossed. 

the rain_8W01l.en branch. Among the Qaaualtj,sa in this fight1.ng 

vas General. Denison. who was wounded. The general, howevar. 

re1"uaed to leave the f:leld. 46 

Attar Denison I B troops had passed beyond their field of 

[!.re, Coulter's battle line CODIllenced to blap away at McCowan's 
, 

onoom1.ng gJ"eyclade. Coulter's lIlfIn, however, had been bacll;y 

u:ruaerved. by the Sight of Denison's bt-i.ghtened aold.tars pound1.ng 

for "the rear. -""'The of't1oere of Coul.ter's left flank units founei, 

lIllloh to the1r OOMterJl8.tion. that McGowan's battle 11ne overlapped 



theirs. Subjected to a deadly enfilade fire, the left flank 

comp..unes began to erode Away. file by file. Three of Coulter's 

regiMental eoIllmanders ware cut down -- wounded.. The brigade then 

feU back in coni'usion. Befo1'"e reaching the run. Coulter 

sucoeeded in rallying the hard_core elements of his commam for 

several brief stands. Eaoh t1.D1e, however, the advancing 

Confederates smashed. these pockets of resistance. 47 

rt had been General ~es I intention to re-form his 

division in the edge of the woods on the south side ot Halter 

Butler I e field. When the Reb$la overwhelmed Denison's ani 

Coulter's brigades on t.he le£,t. the general' 9 plan vas doomed.. He 

then s,ought. to rall;r his troops belUnd a ravine Mar the Hol.l.1d.q 

cabin. but be .tailed. ~Sl shattered division theft retr.atlld 

in confusion across the run. 

In the1r 1.N.t1.al surge, the Southerners had sacred a 

sweeping success. Johnson's three brigadu (Hunton's, McGowan'a. 

and stansel's) had routed Ajyrea' torDL1,.dable re1ntoroed d,ivision. 

Four Onion br1.pd.e8 ... staring more than 5,000 o1'1'1.cw. aDd men. 

were in f'ul.l retreat. Having Qleared. the Yank ... out. of Halter 

But.ler·s field. Jolmaon's troops advanced into the woods that 

'bounded. the fuld. on the south. 

General. Lee bad 'tlefm amdoUsl3' watching the progress of 
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Johnson l s attack. lee was af'raid that Huntonl s brigade on the 

le:rt of Johnson's battle line would lose contact vith the troops 

holding the fort1t.1.cations. Consequently. lee issued orders for 

Wise 1 s brigada whioh was held in reserve to advance and take 

po3lilion on Hunton's le!'t. Wise proceeded. to earry out tsels 

instructions with h.1s customary alacriV. 48 

When General. er.w:f'ord. l.&arned that General. J\yres. 

instead of being the attaCker. had. beaome the attacked. he ordered. 

Baxter's and Kell.ogg'a brigade. d~l.o7ed in t.he voods mrth of' 

Holliday's cabin. Baxter formed his brigade on the right, Kellogg 

on the left.. 

Four of Baxter' a regiments were deployed into tine of 

battle, while thm J9th Maaaachusetts was thrown f'orward as 

skirmishere. Observing that tJa. Rebels were advanoing in great 

strength~ Baxter re1ntorced the 39th Massachusetta with the lith 

Pennsylvania. Both of these regiments ware composed of hardened. 

troops. As SOOft as the retreating elements of i\)'res l division had 

moved. out ot range, the sk1rm1shers opened fire upon the Confederates. 

The buttel'1lllts lftIl"e in £Ull view •• they charged across lIaltar 

Butler I s field. Although bo.t. few in ruabers when compared with 

the a9aault~-colU».U\, the tw regiJQent.s caused HUnton to hesitate. 

Mt.er a br1.s1c t1re :right. the Confederates pu.shed ahead.. The'9th 
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Massachusetts and the 11th Penns,ylvan1a were brushed aside. In 

thla engllgolWnt, Ueu.tenant Colonel Henry 11. TrevU.ett of tlu<.! 39th 

Massachusetts was mortal~ wounded. The colonel 'Was carried trom 

the .field on a tent fly by several of his devoted. l'I\8n. Fall.ing 

back, the blue-coats ~ctad. to rendezvous fd.th the remainder of 

the brigade. But upon reaching Holll.~'s, they were UDIlble to 

find any signa or their friends. D1.sg\18t.ed. at being left. to their 

fate. the two regiments "fell back without. much order to the 

branch which ••• Lthai! hacl orossed four J:aDurs bet'ore." 49 

Baxter encountered quite a bit of d1ttiouJ.ty in farud.ng: 

h1a battle Une. Hundreds o£ .qrea l tr1ghtened. SOld.1er1l came 

rushing through the ranks of the brigade. By the time Baxter had 

eo!l:l.pJ.etbd his de~ent. the sldnd.sh.rs of the 39th Massaabusetts 

ani the llth Pennsylvania were in contact. with Hunton's Virg1.D1aas o 

At first. Baxt.erls r1:ght fi.ank reBted 1.n the air. GwyDls brigade 

DO'" oame f'l.ood1ng back t't'o. the £'root.. and. the officers succeeded 

in rall;y1.ng $0118 of the br'aver scull!! on Baxter I S r1&ht. 

When the Confederates attacked Baxter's l1lle of battle. 

they concentrated. their efforts on }U.s lGft. Wl:t.lnn a few 

minutes. Stansel's AlabatllaNJ ,.,..e abu to force Baxter's lett 

f'lank regimezE:._ to give wa;y. Sartng gained an opening, the 

Southerners rolled u.p Bu;t.erte brigade. Soon onlJ the right 



flank regiment, the 10?'th PennsyJ.vani9., was len on the field.. 

Seeing the havoc that the Rebels were raising with Baxter's 

brigade, Clt.iyn's men had also disappeared. The Southerners now 

pt."fIpared to knook out tho Pennsylvania regiment. Colonel Thomaa 

F. McCoy. realizing that if' he permitted. his command. to remain 

where .i.t was it would be surrounded. ,ordered hi.a men to retreat. 

The Pennaylvani.ana reached the braneh llwith llttl.e loss". 50 

Colonel K.el.logg had not completed his dlsposi ~ions when 

~esl reinforced division fell tQ piece.. To check the rout. 

General Crawford. directed. Kellogg to deplpy the craek 6th and. 7th 

'tiisCONIin and arrest the ret.reat of A;Jres' troops. The two 

W1soonsin reg1.ments. however, round this impossible. J\yres t panio­

stricken troope broke through Kellogg's rank", and thrflW' the two 

'41BQonain regiments Itinto confus1on ll • As soon as the f'ugi tiVes 

had passed, Ee1.logg had the 6th and. 7th Wisconsin olose ra!'-ks. 

When his battle Une was formed. kel.Jtlogg shouted for his troops to 

open fUe on the advaneiDg Conted(lrates. 

ltElllRgg nov oalled u.p hb third regiment, the 9lst New 

York. The New Yorkers vere t'ormed on the left of' the 6th 

Wisconsin.. Taking cover behind. a slight rise. they began to rake 

the Rebel. battJ.e u.rn. with well-41reo'ted vollqs. This causlild a 

:nwmber of' the greyclada to veer off to the left. At the same time, 
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the 6th and 7th Wisconsi.n held firtn. in the face of the Rebel 

onslaught. The retreat of Baxtert.:s brigade, however. had exposed 

Kellogg's right flank. 

McGowan. obeerv1ng that he VQS una.ble to aJIlash Kellogg 15 

brigade with .frontal attaeks. det.ermined to bypass this island of 

resistance. Sweeping to the left. HoOowan's troops passed around 

Kellogg's right. flank. To cope with this dangerous situ.aUon. 

Kell4gg had. the 7th Wisconsin wheel to the right. Kellogg m.ere.q 

postponed the 1nev1table by thia llX)ve. The Confederates had lXIW 

8UCceeded. in turning X.11ogg's i'l.ank:s. hbree. Rebel patrols had 

started to 1fttl1trate the area in the rear of the brigade. 

Kellogg, confronted. tor this emergeD«Y. ordered b1.s men to .fall 

back behind the branch. Tba officer sent to relay th1." message to 

Colonel Jonathan Tarbell of the 9lst New York was wou.nded. 

Therefore. when XeUoggts brigade retreated, the New Yorkers were 

pes1 tion, KeUou f s soldier. had. to ooniuot a fighting w1 thdrawal.. 

SftV8ral t1mee. t.he hdera18 ,.... oompellAd to out. their ~ 

through Confederate roadbloeke. et-08.ing the run, the 6th and 7th 

Wisconsin took 1'091 t10n near the bridge which the pioneer. had 

reoently complAtt.ed. Sl 

A nIJ.IlIber o£ minute. eap$ecl bet'ore Colonel 'l"arbell 



realized that his reg1znent was terribly alone.. Rather than 

surrender, the eol.onel decided to fight his way out of the trap. 

The regiDlEJnt £'ell back to the Holllday cabin. Here. the colonel 

sucaeeded. in .forming part ot his eommalld. on the ool.or$. He then 

determ1ned to make one rina! attempt to slow the Rebel advanee. 

This lasl-d1 lch stand by the regiment .tail.ed.. Overpo ..... red by the 

Confederates, the New Yorkers retreated across the branch. After 

crossing the run, Colonel Tarbell re_.formed his regiment and 

posted it U1 support or Battory H, l.:Jt New York Ught Artillery .. 52 

Col.onel Kellogg, 1.b his dAtter Action Report.", prou.d:lv 

cla1m.ed. that h1.s "command were the last organ1e.ed troope to leave 

the field".. This st.atamant ~ the Union brigade comaander is a 

olear 1ndlcat.ion of the scope of the Confederate sucoees at this 

stage of the battle. "1'he cutmmberec1 Confed.erates had s1mpl¥ 

oarried ever;yt:.b1.Dg before t.hem.. JohD80n' II three bri,gades had swept 

lhe area between the Will t.e Ou road and the run ol.ean of' orcaniz.ed 

Union troops. (It appears that W1.se's V1rg1D1a W1gadct, when it 

was f'inal.ly C08IIilltted.. d.id not engage the V Corps.) Two power:f'u~ 

Federal divisiOns (J\vrea' and. Crawforcl's) had. been maul.ed.. 

Warren' 8 forced reconna1ssance had ended. in d1.sast.er .. 

It was about. 10::}O o'clock when General Warren le!"t ror 
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the front. The general intended to take charge of Ayrf3S' 1'orced 

re¢onnaiasance. Fly the time ;,rarren reached the run, A;yre:s' 

divi.sion was in full retreat. Crossing the stream. he hastened 

toward the point of attack. Bef'ore the general was abl@ to reach 

Crawford IS coD&a.Di post, that arfieer 18 d1vision was also falling 

baok. In an efrort to rall;y tho soldiers. Wanoen l!!Ie1~ecl the oolors 

of a Pennsylvania regiment. Warren gal.loped up and down the Unse. 

brandbh1ng the banner. but the soldiers re.t\1sed to stand and i'igbt. 

It was evident that the men eould not be iDiuC«i to stop their 

retreat until they had placed the branch between tberuel.v8s !mel 

Johnson's t.e1"ribl. men. The general. therefore. recrossed the 

stream. SUll tlaunt1ng the colors to enc:oU1"~. the disheartened 

troops, Warren, ably a8s1.sted by hi" tIlOre reaolu.te subordiDates. 

succeeded in curb1Dc the pan1¢. ReCiJlenta which. had held together 

were 1mDlediate~ deployed. on the right of OM.tnnla d.1v1sion. The 

remainder of J\yres I ab:i Crawford I s regiJaent.s were rallied beb1Dd 

GrU"t"1n's main line o£ ree1.stance. Here, the routed. \Ut1.ta vere 

re-formed and the rolla called.. " 

It was abou.t. 11 a., Ill. when the sound of "heavy ImSketry" 

.from the direct.ion ot the 'rJhi te Oak road beCalIl$ d,1eU.nctJy audible 

at General Ori.f'tinh, headquarters at Hr:s. Butlerts. 'rlithout a 
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moment's hesitation. Grif'.fin had the "long roll" beaten. The 

command.. "Fall in~ fall in!" seemed to ring out s1nn11taneousq 

with the crashing volleys. This order was obeyed with alacrity. 

Rifles were quic~ tnken from the stacks and the regiments fell 

in on their colors. Griff:'..n then put his division in lIX>t1on toward 

the point o.f d.Q.l)ger. /1hf"n Grif.fin's troops reached the rise 

overlooking the braneh, they rltnessed a very melancholy eight .. 

They saw hundreds of thc1r comrades fa.lling back toward the stream 

as fast 8S their lege coul.d carry them. As the wave of f'l.ee1l1g 

soldiers floundered through the waist-deep water. General Griffin's 

voice could be heard, "For God's sake. let them through. or they 

will break our u.n.". In his "After Action Report ll
• Grif'£in stated 

that his troops were "met by the Third Livision icraw£ord' if 
running to the rear in a most demoralized and disorganized 

condition. soon a£ter follo'Wed by the Second Division L~es:J.n 

In aceordance with 'darren's instru<:tions, Gri££in quick~ fortoed 

his division into line o~ battle along the le£t bank of the stream .. 54 

News that the Confederates were sweeping everything 

before them caused the V Corps I cM.e£ of' artillery. Brigadier 

General Charles s. ~rlainwr1.ght. to shJ.f't e:everal of his batteri.ee. 

The two artill~ units (Batter,y D and Battery H, 1st New York 



Light Artillery) that had been guarding the Boydton plank crossing 

of' Gravelly Run 11mbered up their pieces. ilhan they- turned. off 

the plAnk road at Mr8. Butler's, the gunners round the going 

exceed1ng~ dUfi.eult. They literally' had to lift their guns 

through the Virginia mud.. Reaching Griffin I s main line of' 

:re'$istance I the artiUerists plaoed their guns in battery. Kajor 

Charles E. loank saw that the l'our 12-pounder Napoleons of' Battery 

B were t1n11mbered on a co_andj ng knoll in a small field. The 

gunnerl3 trained the11- pieces on the woods beyond the run. They 

had an excellent field of f'1re. Captain Delos. K. Johnson of 

Battery D was unable to :rim such a :favorable location for his 

.four N,apolaons. X. had. to emplace them in a wooded area. 

Johnson's guns. accord1nglJr. plqed but. small part in the 

subseqUent righting. 5.5 

Gr:iJ'fin had barely completed. his deployment before the 

Confederate sk1rDI1shera 9lIlel"ged !"rom the woods on the opposite 

s1.de of the branch. In general., the Rebel advance had followed 

the Union re'b'eat along the wood road. The bluecoats watched as 

the southerners descended a hill and crossad the Innlle that 

separated. the rise which they had just lett from the one occupied 

by Or1tf1n l s Cl:tvi.sion. It ~ evident to the Yankees that the 

Rebels intended to force their way across the run. Actually. the 
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SO'.1therners merely planned to make a forced reconnaissance. M:J.nk's 

.faur Napoleons opened the engagement, The gumler$ rakod the 

advanoing Confederates with shell and oanister. MOments later, 

Grilfin's infantry started to blaz.e a.way. After a brisk engageEnent, 

the greyclads feU back about 400 yards • .56 

For the l"'.ext several hours, the Union and Con£"ederate 

sharpshooters sniped away at one another. Maf\Y of the bhleooats 1 

skirmishers expended up to 80 rourxls. Learning that the 

5harpshoot.ers had aoout exhausted their ammunition. Ueutenant 

Colonel Henry O'Neill of the 118th Pennsylvania oall«d for a 

volunteer to carry cartridges to the llne. It vas a per:: lous 

undertaking. Sergeant George Ii. stotensblrg reaponded. He ran 

along 'the front from. man to man, dropping a fioesh supply of 

ammunition in the rear of: each sharpshooter. The daring sergeant 

was shot at a J1IllJlber of: times. but discharged his dangerous 

ro.:1.ssion snocesaf'ull,y am rejoined. his reg1ment \mharxnSd. 57 

As SOOD as Warren l~ of the deeperate state 01: 

aff'airs at the tront. be sent. a stai't officer to get in touoh with 

General Humphre;ys. The CClmnsander of the II Corps vas requested to 

make a diversion in fa.vor of the V Corps. '.~en he sought. to 

obtain adclitional ~.t.aU. or the extent. of the aetlaack suffered by 

tbe V Corps. Humphreys' st.a!'f' ot:f'icers WW'e unable to Contaot 

Warren. One ot them. did see 0r1tt1.D. howeYfl'. Gr1tt1n assured. 
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the aide that his division would be able to hold its line on the 

branch. Humphreys accordingly issued inetructions for "General 

Miles to throw :forward two of his brigadea and at.tack the en~. b 58 

In the meantime. a large number of f'ugi t1 ves trom the V 

Corps' debaele had dSBoencled on Miles' left flank brigade. Ramsey1s. 

To cope with this situation, Ramsey established a straggler line 

II1atU\IId by the 66»: 1Iw York and the ~ Penns,ylvan1a. These two 

regilunt.s took position behl.nd Ramsey's ma1.n Une of resistance. 

When the f'rlghtened soldiers entered M1l.es' l1nes. they were 

stopped and turned back. 59 

It was about 12;)0 when H1l.es rec.1ved the orders from 

Hump~8 to move to the relief' of the V Corps with two of his 

brigades. Generals io1ad.i.ll am Ramsey were alerted by Miles to be 

ready to taka up the advance. Nugent's brigade would support 

Madill's and RarrLse)!:' a attack.. Scott's brigade was oalled up &om 

the reserve and relieved Madill's and ~'s commands in the 

rUle pits. 60 

When Miles geve the word. Ramsey'a and Madill's batt1e 

lines moved out ot t.be works. Swinging to the lef't. the t'WO 

brigades advanced into the woods nst of t.he Boydton plank road. 

Miles I troops-reached. the rim a short distance beyorsd the right 

£lank of the V Corps. Raiuseyts brigade, which was on the left, 
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illll!J9dialely 'Waded the str8Q1ll~ Madill's troops lagged. behind. Near 

the crest oi' a ridge several hundred. yards beyond the branch, 

RalllSey· s troops ran afoul of Wise's Virginians. A sharp engagement 

ensued. At this time. three ot Rmn8~'S regiments (the 64th New 

York and the 14,th and 18Jd Pennsylvania) were on detaahed serviee. 

The 'trigade was, therefore, considerab1;y under strength. Even so, 

the bluecoats. tor several n1.nutes, gave a good account of 

thelUelves. SUddenb". however, without warning, the 148th 

Pennsylvania gave way "unee:remoniouslJ" am in contusion". The 

rei:xeat. of' the 148th le.ft Ramsey' s right i'laJlk regiment, the .5Jd 

Penns,ylvania. isolated. To escape destruction, the 5Jd Pennsylvania 

llkewtse ret1red and recro63OO the run. Ramaey I realizing that it 

would be fool1sh to oonti.nu.e the conflict with just two regiments 

(the 66th New York and the 116th Pennsylvania'. passed the word to 

tall back. 

When he reached the lert. bank of the branch. Ramsey. in 

spite of the harU81ng rire of Wise's sharpBhootera. qui.ck13 

re-fol"lMCl his 1;rigade. Su.b8equently, R.altIaeT bitterly cast.igated 

the conduct of Had!.ll t 9 coJBmaDd. ma- ;reported., IlBad the Th1rd 

Brigade ffia<ru:l' if advanced vi tb .... srter oro •• 1l:!g the ...... 

instead o£ riiliQining idle spectators, the raBUl t of the aaaaul.t 

would have been different and 'IIq' brigade spared the mol,t.lf1aat1on 

of" a repulse." 61 



lIS soon as he had redeployed his troopa into line of 

battle, Ramsey again led them across the run. Ramsey' a bluecoats 

alow~ closed in on Wise's battle line ~hich was formed along the 

crest of the ridge. In the mea.ntime. Madill's brigade had tol'ded 

the stream. '\'Jhil.e Ramsey' s troops pinned Wue t s greyelads in 

pos1t1on, MUes proposed to turn the Confederates' left flank with 

Madill's brigade. Had1U t s bluecoata, a£t.r crossing the branch, 

detoured to the right.. Madill's scout. soon reported that the 

brigade's battle line had pa8Sed beyond. I11se's lett. t'lank. The 

general now wheeled his brigade to the left. Pressing eagerly 

forward, Madill's troops struck Wise's command on its exposed flank. 

So su4den and 8Wi£t wu: this blow that Wise's Virgin1aM vere driven 

back in oonfu..ion.. ~ 100 pri.soDera and one st.and of colors were 

lef't behind by the Southerners. 62 

All this time, Raaae7's soldiers had been exerting hea"lY 

pressure on Wlse's tront. When Wise's brigade collapaed. in the 

fa.ce of MadU.l's t'lank attack, Ru!soy's sold1.ers dashed t'orward 

and secured. the crest ot the ridge. Mile. decid.ed to capitalize 

on his success. The 1IIOpp1Dg up operation would be left to Nugent' a 

brigades MadUlis and Ram.n;r's troops would be entrusted nth the 

_""it. 6) --

When H:11es' troops attacked i'dsels brigade, Huntonts 



aoldiors shif'ted to the left to assist their comrados. This forced 

StAnsel t s Alabanl.ans to exton:! to both the right and left to cover 

t.he V Corps' line to t.heir hiont. Convinced. that his men would not 

be able to :fight their way across the run, Johnson ordered them to 

hold the ground gained. 

o.,neral Lee-, accompanied. by General HcOcwan, also 

recolll101terecl the amall waterecur .. belU.rd which 'Harren's two 

shattered d1:rlalons had. fouxd sanctuary. Att.er examining the 

terrain, Lee approved. Johnson's decision to hold it. Returft1ng to 

the White Oak road, lAte t:oled to tind 1JOJQ8 artiUer,r 4lDi, 1f' 

posslbl.e. some oavalr;y to send to Johnson'. uelstance. 

It soon became evident tc Johnson that his men were 

apprcaahiDg ezhaustion, and l£' they lftIl"fJ: to hold on. they would 

have to be reinf'orced.. Bt&t there were no :trash troops available. 

General Anderson, upon being adv1.sed of the 91 tuation. ordered 

Johnson to wi thdra.w Me colllllrUld. 'the troops were to be ptllied back 

"" 
and oooup;y the line ot breastworks south of the White Oak roacl 

which .vnSI troops had tbrovn up the previous evening. The oollapae 

of Wise's brigade bad added an air of urgena,y to the situation. 

Screened by a strong rear gward, the Rebala abalKloD8d their gains 

and tell back.- In the OOUl-ae of' this retrogressive mment, 

Htmton l s and Stansel's br1cacfes ob.aDged positions. By:3 o'clook, 



Johnson announced that McGowan's, Hunton's, and Stansel's unite 

had moved. into designated rUle pits. Stansel'.!!! Alabamans on the 

left held the angle which formed the connection between "the 

return" a:nd. the f1.eld f'ort.ll'ioations south of the ilhite Oak road. 

'..rise I S brigade. however. had been so roughly handled by HUes' 

Yankees that it was withdrawn inside the for'tif'ioatione east o.f 

ltthe returnu .. 64 

About the time that Madill's and Ramsey's troops marched. 

out or the works, General Miles had trained his field glasses 01' 

th. Conf'ederate r1f'le p1ts west o£ the pl.ank road.. What the 

general saw com1nCed him that these tranche. were Ul»CCftlPUd .. 

'M1.lea:. there£ore. ordered the 5th New Hampshirtt ot Scotti a br'$.pde 

to ch&rge this })Osi t.1on. At this t1m.e t the New HaJlPSb1re regiment. 

was Manning the Un10n ¢,oket. l.1.n9 1n this seotor. In I*Wi.JJg to 

carr'T out MU.es· instruotions, this regiment became contused. .. 

Instead of atbaking to tho1r tront, the soJ.d1era from New Huipshire 

obUqued. aharp.l3' to the lett.. Shol"tlT thereafter. th*,y oyerrlm 

the right f'lank of Mad.11.1' a bl."1ga.de. Be£ore a eembl.ance o£ order 

QOu1d be reatorecl. the Confederates had thrown troops into the 

heretoi"ore deserted rill. pita and a splend1d opportun1ty to 

penetra.te the defenses in this sector had been lo.t.. 65 

Upon vitne.dn& the rout o£ Wiselg brigad.e. Mlle. became 

conv1noed. that he could carry the' Confederate £ort1.t1.caUone it he 



were reinforced qy another brigade. !>files aCCQrdlngl,y relayed 

this information to Humphreys. The corps comm.ander authorized 

Miles to go ahead. To implement his deoision. Humphreys ordered 

De Trobriand.ls brigade to support. Milea l right. At the sa:me 

t1.Jne. the general noU:f"ied I>fott. t.hat he might have to rush a 

second brigade to Miles:' assistance .. 66 

De Trobr1and. I a brigade had spent a good part of the 

morning lIIa8Sed in su.pport o£ MU.e8 1 d1v1sion near the Ra1nW bouse. 

At 9130 o'alook, Ord had tel.egrapbed Gl"ant. that. the Confederates 

were marshaling 't.roi)ps east or Fla:tober's Run. 67 A oopy of Ord'S 

meau.ge was 1n HwaphzoeySl hams by 10s15. When Meade f'orwvdecl 

Oni's dispatch to Humphreys, he sent a covering coamn1oation. 

Meade left it up to the judgment of' his corpa commander whether to 

relieve the Arw:r of the J&l1lea 'by at.tacld.ng. or send his reeerve to 

Ord's assistance. 68 

Hiulpbreye dec1ded to ruab his reMl'Ye (De 'Trobr1&nd's 

brigade) to Ord.'a support. CoMequent~. De 'l'robr1.aD:i's coDlJlallCl 

was sb1tt.ed. to the right. arw1 Ift.aU.oned near the Crow house.. 'When 

the Con!'ederatea attaoked, they DIOVed. agaiDllt Warren am not Ord. 

De Tro'br1an:i' S pr8nllC8 on the r1cht o.f the II Corps now became 



disgUsted troops were required to retrace their stepa. Return1.ng 

to the Rainey house. Du Trobriand's: soldiers relieved Scott's in 

the rifle pits west of the Boydton plank road. 69 

FollDwlllg the arrival. of' De Trobr1and's bluecoats. 

Scott's men moved f'orward. The brigade soon overtook Mias' 

division. At this t1.me. tho division was eautiousl;y working its 

wa;1 through the woods in front of the Confederate earthworks whieh 

covered the approaches to the i'lhit.e Oak road. M11es had Colonel. 

Scott de!'lo7 his brigade .AD ,cbelqu on the right of MadUl.' s unit. 

Scot.t'. IIl1s81on was to protect. the diVision's right flank. As the 

advance progressed t Scotttl! trlgade and Madill's diverged.. M1l.ea 

ha1ted his battle line. To pJ.ug this gap. M1.1es called up Nugent's 

brigade from the reserve. The sweep was then relleWed. Jus the 

Federals forged. ahead. they drove in the greyclad. aId.rm1shers. In 

this fighting, the Ulth New York ot Madill t S brigade aut oft and 

captured over 100 men a1'Jd the oolors of' the 4l.e't Alabama. 

At ",0. M1l.e5 t troops reaohed the edge of the abatis 

that proteated. the 8pp:-oaobu to the Conf'ederate tort1!'1aatlona. 

The 1ett. :tlank of ~'a l:r1gad.. rested near Halter But.ler's 

.field.. A glance at the forra1d.able works and the ha.l.llost 1apaaaabla 

ala",bing" conrl.naed. Mll.eB that it wuld be "1aposa1bl.e to take 

theD:l Wlth the torce available". 70 



Since his r1ght flank unit (Scott's brigade) had lost 

contact with li:>tt's division, r11~es decided he had better close to 

the right. The entire division then moved by the right 1'lank. 

After forming a connection with De Trobriand's brigade of Mott's 

command, Hiles put his troops to work throwing up earthworks. 

Several of" Mi.les I uni to beoame aeramblad in the contusion. ¢aused 

by the shift. When this situation was ironed out, M1.1ea found that 

his brigades were deployed £rom left to right' Soott's, Ramsey's, 

Madill's, and Nugent's. 71 

When M1l.es' division marched off to the west in pursuit 

of Wise's Virginians, Genera~ l-btt sought to maintain contaot with 

his brother officer's COlIIIIUlnd by" extending his left flank. To do 

this. Matt WRS compelled to pull out part of De Trobrial'ld' 8 brigade 

frow the earthworks. Leaving two of his eight regiments to guard 

the artillery. De Trobriand moved out. De Trobriand' s brigade was 

able to aocomplish Us I2I1ssWn. The unit succeeded. in brldg1ng 

the gap that had opened between MlieB oft the le£t and MoAll1ster 

on the right.. While De Trobriand'a soldiers were t.ak:1ng positioN, 

they were subjeot.ecl to a brisk shelling b;y the Confederate artillery. 

The brigade then dug In. 72 

In -the meantime. Gtmeral. HulIkphreya had dedided to 1tave 

Mot.t make a toroed. reconnaissance ot the Confederate fort1tications 



east of the plank road. '!'his movement, the general belleved. would 

pin t.he Rebels down and koep them £rom detaching troops to oppose 

}1iles' advance. Hott accordingly alerted McAl.lister and. Pierce Ht,o 

assault the enemy's works on their respeotiVe fronts". 73 

Pierce's Ilttacldng force on the right consisted of the 

5th Michi.gan ani the 1st HasS8chusetts Heavy Artillery. An unhappy 

combination of circumstanoes rendered Pierce's task di£ficult. To 

Pieree's right, therB was a bend in Hatcher1s Run. This meander 

would restriot the movements of Pierce's ba~~le line as it advanced 

to the attack. Worse, the Rebel batteries BlIlPlaCeO in f':r:oont of 

th. Crow house and near Burgess! l-1ill (to the right and left of 

P1.erce's front) would be able to catch the advaneing Yankees in a 

deadly crossfire. 'Nevertheless. the general grimly formed his men. 

At 2 ~)O 0 I clock. he lOClved the t· .. o regiments forward. The bluecoats 

drove ahead on the double. Not until they reached the felled 

timber in !'rent of the Rebels I works did the soldiers falter. 

Unable to work their way through the abatis, Pierce's men recoiled. 74 

MeAlllster panned to have a strong eombat teaJ11 feel the 

Confederate works covering Burgess' Mill. The coml.::-a.t patrol from 

!t,eAll1ster's brigade was composed of the lith )iassachusetts, the 

120th New York; and a battalion of the 8th New Jersey. This force 

;rould be supported by the llth New Jersey. At a word from 

40 



McAllister, th8 C(lmbat patrol dashed forward. ·lorking their way 

thrQursh the aba.tis. the bluecoats reached the crest of a ridge 

overlooking the Go~1ederate main line of resistance. Several 

outposts were O'lrerrun by the Yankees and. stout 15 pickets captured. 

during the COurS8 of the advance. The Union drive ground to a 

stop •. In addition to the musketry of the Rebel int'antry, the 

Yankees Ca.1te uu:.er an enfilade fire from the Confederate batteries. 

To save themselves, the bluecoats ~ down. After his men had 

spent a very uncomfortable hour hugging the ground. McAllister 

received orders from Matt to recall them. The soldiers were drawn 

off. one by one, under a severe fire from the Southern sharpshooters. 

Tais attack had cost McAllister's command a number of casualties. 75 

Hays' division also launched a 11mited attack on the 

Confederate defense line on the afternoon of the J1st. In the 

:nornin~. General Sm;rth with the l08th NeW' York had made a bold 

reconnaissance of h 'cs front.. Smyth returned with the information 

that the Rebe1s still held Fort Powell. Hays then ordered Smyth 

to capture tFd.t strong point. The I'lttacking :force consisted of 

the 1st Delaware, the 7th Michigan. the 4th Oh1.o. and the 7th West 

Virginia. Aftor depl.o;yi.ng his coll'Jll1anCi into line of battle. Smyth 

moved against-Fort Powell. EVer,ything went according to plan until 

the Federals reaehttd the broad belt. of slashed timber f'l-onting the 
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strong point. The falled timber was so tb1.ck that the battle line 

was unable to get through. Smyth, therefore, sent his skirmishers 

into the abatis_ The Union skirmishers 8Uooeeded in dr1v1.ng in 

the Rebel outposts. Taking position near the redoubt, the 

Northerners began to snipe away at the cannoneers nanning the two 

guns emplaced in the work. Evidently. this proved to be very 

disconcerting to the gunners, beoause they 80(1). dcse:t·t,ed their 

pieces and ceased :tiring. Since his battle line had been unable 

to penetrate tl\e belt of slashed timber. SDwtb vas not able to 

capitali.ze on this situation. At du.sk. Slqyth recalled his 

sharpshooters and rettll"Md to the rUle pita. 76 

These thrusts on the part o£ HaJ'sl and Mott's troops, 

in conjunction vi th the pressure which Ord' s ArrIr3' ot lbe James was 

exerting on the Rebel positlons east of Hatcher's Run, accomplished 

their ptlI"pose. When McAlllster'!II and P:ieroa I s troops moved against 

the rUle pits held b,y Brigadier General. John R. Cooke' s brigade 

east of the plank road, General Hath a.sked General Wilcox for help. 

'.,[ilcox. however. VAS UDable to send his brother oft1.eer u.cr 

assiGtanee. At this time, the br1gaQ tro.tn Mill div1aion. 

Brigad1.er Genera~ Jamea H. lane's. which was hold1ll!: the 

fortifieatiollS..-on either side of Hatcher's Run, was under heavy 

pressure floom Hqs' and. Ordhl COlIID8nds. 77 



The II Corps I batteries remained in the position which 

they had occupied at dark on the 30th until noon on the JIst. As 

the Rebel attack on Aarren'fl corps gathered steam, Battery B, 1st 

New Jersey Light Artillery and the lith Battery, New York Light 

Artillery were ordered up by the corps' ch1e.f of ~tt:1.l.ery" 

Lieutenant Colonel John O. Hazard. Ca.ptain A. Judson Clark had 

his New Jerse,y artillerists emplace their tour Napoleons in front 

of the Rainey bousel the New Yorkers relieved one of the V Corps' 

batteries on the Ioxtll to the east of the house. Opening fire 

with their four J-inch rUles. the New Yorkers ai1.enced II 

troublesome Rebel battery located in the peach orchard west of 

Burgess I Mill. At the same time. Battery K, 4th u. S. arxi Battery 

M, 1st New Hampshire (Theso two units had been in po~ition at the 

Rainey house since the previous a£t.ernoon.) concenU"ated their 

attention on the large redoubt near tbe BoTdton plank road. These 

two batteries were able to gain fire superior1 t.y over the 

Confederate guns mounted 1n the redoubt. 

Under the cover of darkness, Clark1 s cannoneers 11mbered 

up their pieces and moved to the lett. Utilizing a road recently 

opened by the pioneers. the battery reached the rUle pits held. by" 

r'111est division. The gunners then proceeded to emplaoe their 

pieces at strategic place. elons MUes I main 11ne of resistance. 
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·/hat ha had seen during the afteitonoon convinced Colonel Hazard 

that a smoothbore batter,y could be more ertectiv.~ employed if 

mounted on the knoll occupied by the 11th New York. He, therefore, 

ordered Battery K, 4th U. S. Light Art.1lJ.ery to change phces with 

the Uth New York. By 11 o'clock, this shUt. had been ef£ected. 

At 1 p. m. Colonel. HazlU'd called up tho lOth Maesachusetts 

Battery. The Massachusetts gIlmlet"s. on reaching the front. 

emplaced their foUl" J-incb rUles on the right o£ Battery B. 1st 

Rhode Island Ll.ght Artillery a. t t.he Crow hou58. 78 

At dUBk. Matt. sh1.fted MeAl.l1ster ls and Piereels brigades 

to the west side o£ the Boydton plank road. Ee£ore mov1Jlg to the 

left. the brigade colJRQIldere detached a number of troops. These 

men were left behind to hold the rUle pits 'when their units moved 

to the left.. 79 

By 1 p. 111-. General Warren was aat1sf'ied. that his corps 

would be able to QOlltain the Confederate attack. Grif':f'in'e 

division, supported by the fire of M1nk ' s battery. had torced 

Johneonl is vangaard. to tall back. At the same time. ~e8 and 

Craliford had SIlCoeed.t in re-torm1ng their divisions. Warren now 

dashed off a message to Meade I s headqu.art.ers telUng at the 

morn1ng l s dissSter. Warren told of his plans to recover the 

1.n1.t.lat1.ve. Alrea.d;7'. he wrote. M.s skirmishers on t.he left. lu\d 



crossed the run. One o£ Griffin's brigades, supported by the 

reorganized portion ot A\rres' and Crawford's divisions, was 

preparing to COttl'lterattack'O i.fuen the advanoe .tarted. it would 

pivot on the right :flank: of the eorp". Warren calculated that his 

man would be read;y to move forward b;y 1145. unless the Rebels beat 
80 

him to the pwICh. 

Warren ~ in Q.fttIJllM;lng the time t.hat. his counterthrust 

was to begin, had underestimated the d1tt1cul.tiss involved. It 

took longer than anticipated. for qres and Crawford to complete 

their dlspoe1tions. In add1tlon, the tzooop., experienced considerable 

di£tiCtll.V in crossing the rain-swollen branch. It was 21)0 before 
8~ 

Warre~ gave the order to advance. 

Warren's .failure to attack on time caused Meade to have 

serious misgivings. At 2150 Chief ot staft Webb forwarded to 

Warren a copy ot a message whioh Hwaphrey's had sent to aruw 

headquarters. Humphreys reported that Miles' troops had t.aken 

prisoners from Pickett t s division. This intelligence led Humphreys 

1:.0 US'tUlllt (1nc:orre~) t.hat Picket.t-'a di.,..1.8lon was oppoa1:te Milos' 

center. Hwa:pbreya had. conclu<L!ld that if' Warren's wneeled to the 

right it would IIta.ke P1ckett on his riCht flAnkll, In his covering 

dispatch. W.mr- observed ~ 



Since Miles is already well forward lrol4 
your rlght :flank the general commanding jy&eadi/ 
considers that that must be secure.. Miles is 
ordered to take the enerq I s works supported by 
his own corps. You will see8~he neees81ty of 
moVing as soon as possible. 

Since this r:ommunieation f"rtom Meadels headquarters 

reached Wan-en a.f't.er he had Btarted hi s advance t he igmred it for 

the time being. Subsequently, Warren pointed outl 

The intormation about Pickettls d1vision 
'WaS elTOneOU8. and was worse than useless to 
me. According to subsequent information his 
division was at that t1Iue some three or four 
lrdles away drivinc General Sheridan. Nor did 
Miles assault the e~'s breaat-woaks as the 
dispatch led Dl@lI to In:te}> he would. , 

ltlhen Warren set about orgam..dng his counterattack. he 

and. Qepersl Griftin rode to the la£t to confer with Oeneral 

Chamberlain. The two officers asked Chamberlain 1.f, surf.ring as 

he W88 f'rozq the WOund8 incurred on the 29th, he felt able to 

in this "exigencyll was very st.rong. Chamberlain, though in 

ooneiderable paj.n. was read;y tor the hau.rdoue asaignumt.. 

0r1.tf1.ft theD lave Cbulberlain hiB instructlone. He liSe to regain 
B4 

the ground lost by A:ft"$sf and Crawfordls traopa. 

At a word. .from. ChamberlAin. h1.8 troops lorded the waiat­

deep ·run.. As -soon &II all 1118 men had ga1ned the right bank. 

Chamberlain tormed hie brigade into double l1.ne of battle. as 



Gregory's brigade .followed. Chamberlain's across the branch. Like 

Chamberl.a1n: Gregory depl.oy!!d his COlllDlani into two lines of battle 

the 188th and lB9th New York in front. the 187th New York in the 

86 rear. Gregory's unit moved. into position on ChatnberlaJ.n's right. 

Bartlett. ai'ter crossing the atream, massed his brigade on 

Chamberlain's left rear. /wres' division supported Grif'fin's troops 

on the lef't en echelon by 1:» igades. Griffin's sk1nd.shers commanded 

by General Pearson eoV8l"'ed A;vreS' front; Crawf"ord I s division watched 

Oriffin I S right flank. The wood road served as t.he axis o£ 

Chamberlain's advanae. The remainder of Warren's corps guided their 

movements on Cbulberlain' $ brigade. 87 

Bru..Gh1ng aaiel. the few sJd.rad.shers encollntered. 

ChamberlJdn'a bl.uecoat. reached Holllday"s cabin w1.th ease. \fuen 

Cham.berlain'e troops emerged. :!rom the wooda into the solli:.harn edge 

of Halter Butler's field. they were greeted by a heaVY fire. 

Chamberlain observed that there was a strong f'orce of' Confederates 

(Hu.nton's Virginians) ensconced in the rUle pits, whioh AJrres l 

troops had thI"own up in the field prior to their retreat. Hunton's 

greyclads had "turned- these trenche,,_ Additional Conf'ed.erate 

soldiers could be cl1st1.!lgu1shed in the edge o~ the woads which 

bouncled the field on the north. 

Chamberlain halted hie brigado and. roan-anged his lines. 



Hhich had been broken to some extent by the march through the 

ragged terrain and thick woods between the branch and. Holll.d.ay1 S• 

Warren nov rode up and directed. Chamberla1n to entreneh. By this 

t1ltte, Ch.amberlnin·s advance line (the 198th Pennsylvania) had 

"gained a slight crest in the open field"'. Here. the Pennsylvanians 

were subjected to a galling fire by the 71rg1n1..ans holding the rif'le 

pits. At the same Unle. sharpshooters posted in the WOt'lds which 

f'l.anlced HaUer Butler l s f1eld on the east eommenced. to snipe away 

at the Yankees. It appeared to Chamberlain "that the an8lI\Y'lS 

position rdght be carried with no greater loss than it wou.ld coat 

u.s merely to hold our ground". Furthermore, the men seemed "eager 

tQ charge over the iield". tiben Chamberlain told. Or1n'iD of his 

observations, he received permission to push. ahead. sa 

Once he had readjusted. hi. lines, Chamber1.a1n led his 

<::heer1ng troops t.o the attack. As the Yankees BUrgee! aoro.,s the 

field, the Rebel troops posted in the woods to the right poured. 

several volle;va into the :f"lank ot Chamberlain's battl.e line. In 

acld.1Uon. the' Confederate artillery- emplaced in "the return" had 

growled. into action. 'nle l.89th Penns:,ylvania wavered.. Cbambu-l.a1.n 

called. tor assistance; Gregor;yls brigade respoDded band.somely. 

Gregor,y' s comind. advancing by battalion !!D .ehelpn to the le£t. 

dashed 1nto the woods. The gre;yelad sn1.pers gave wa;y in the :tace 
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of G:t"eg?ry's sudden onslaught.,. Chamberl.a1n's blue¢lad8, their 

right f'lank secured. oharged. the works on the~. This t1ms the 

detel""lllined Yankees were not to be denied. Chamberlain's troops 

reaohed the r1£le pits and drove Hunton's Virginians from thom 

in confusion.. One regiment. the 56th Virginia, was cut orr and 

captured, Pressing on, chrunberlaiots and. Grego:ry's soldiers 

stormed acro98 the: l1h1 te Oak road. 89 

Hwtton subsequent-q recalled, "'The Federal Una jJ.he 

198th PerrntrJ1va.nJ.iJ wavered. under the fire Y9l."Y dec1ded.]sr I and a 

portlon of it broke and ran. The balance of the Une re-for'WJd 

'\Urler Tlf3' fire, advanced, am drove \1,8 back. 

ot the MOst gallant things I had ever seen." 

I thought. it was 

90 
QM 

Fol.low1ng the smashing Un10n attack. Hunton's brigade 

(without the 56th Virginia) "tired into tbe .fortUicat.1ona. 

McGowanls greyelads had been isolated 'ttr Chalnbarl.a1.n ' g and 

Gregory's breakthrough to the White Oak road. To rejoin their 

comrades, the South Caroljrdans had to detour to the north a 

n eonsidel"ablo diatanae to b;ypaS8 the Federal roadb1ook. 

When Oemwal Hunton ret.urned trom the tray. his scabbard 

ha.d been bent almost double l:u a macl.e an:! he had. threo. bullet 

holes through his clothes. General Ise gr"ted the dough. 

fighter briskly. til wiah you WQUl,d sew those p1aees ttp~ I don't 
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li.ke to see them." 

~General Lee", said Hunton. "allow me to go baok home 

and see l!{7 \dfe and I will have them !!I9'\<f9d up. II 

The an:JWer mnused lee. liThe idea n. he replied. "of 

talking al:out going to see wives; it is perfectly ridiculous. sir." 92 

Chamberlain's and Gregory's 8Oldi'1Jl"s had o%"Oased the 

'dh1te Oak road a short. distance west of' "the return". ':Iarren was 

understandably elated by the succeelll soored l:u GrU1'"ln ' a troops. 

The general thought that Ms men might be able to carry the 

£orti£loatlons guarding the junction ot the Claiborne and White 

Oak roads. If they could storm "the return" it. would render the 

Confederate positlon south of Hatoller's Run untenable. Warren. 

therefore, ordered. the advance suspended while he lude a personal 

reconnaissance. 

In the l!leant1llle. to secure his gairuI. Oriftin had 

Ch.a!Ilberlain's and Gregory' 8 soldiers beg1n throwing up entrenchmenta. 

Ayres' division t which had mt fired a round during the advance, 

was halted just short or the mu. te Oak: road. Tald.ng position near 

the 'W'. Dabne;v house, .A;yres' u-oops were raced west toward Five 

Forks. Uke ..vres'. Crawf'ord's soldiers had not been engaged 

since lea.v1.ng---the btoanch. Craw.f'ord'g dirlsion was posted ncrthAst 

of the Hol~ cabin •. Ita mis.ion was to watch the gap between 



Gri.ff'in t S right. and Miles I lei"t.. 93 

Accompanied. by a strong force of scouts, :-larren rode 

forward. As the general's party approaahed the works, they "drew 

s very severe f"ire from. the line, particularly of arUJ.lerytl. 

Nevertheless, ',o/arren made oil!. thorough enm1naUon of "the return". 

:</hat he saw convinced the general "that the .foels defenae" were 

as complete and as well located as any ••• fhiJ had ever been 

opposed to". Arter conclud1.ng "that it. would be useless to 

sacrlf'loe the men in an a.:!Sault". W.rren retraced. his steps. 94 

When QrU'fin' s troops eroS8eel the 1fuitQ Oak at ):40. 

Warren had dashed off tI. rt.essage to Meade's headquarters. tell1JJ€; 

ot hitl gairuJ. In addl tion, '..rarren reportaci that the Rebel 

fortifications veered sharply to the right. warren had also seen 

General Miles. who announefMi that his division was "close uplt to 

the Confederate ,;rorks. 95 

It was about 5 p. 11'1.. be£ore Warren received. n reply to 

his message. Upon opening the dispatoh, which. was signed by Chief 

o;f Staft Webb, Warren found that. he was to seour9 his position and 

prot&ct, as ltell as possible. hi" lel't nank. Humphreys, Webb 

observed, had been d1.rected to extend to the left and connect nth 

!rlarr-en's rignt.-; W"ebb MflOrUld thtlt Sheridan's cava.lry Was bellE!Vad 

tc be aciTanci.ng. (At this time. Sheridan's trooper., in the face 



of Pickett's slashlng attack. were falling back on Dinwiddie 

Court HousEt.) Ifarren was authorized. if he wished. "to push a 

$Mall farce down the White Oak road and try to communicate with 

Sheridan •••• " 96 

~';arren had already taken the precautions outlined in 

Hebb's lIIfHIlOrandum... Two of Griffin's brigades (Chamberlain's and 

Gregory's) were dug 1n along the "r4rl.te Oak road .. Gregory's right 

flank was in contact with Hiles' lef't .flank unit __ Scott's 

brigade. The corps' left. flank Was guarded by Ayres' division. 

Crawford's di'V1..sion. reinforeed by Bartlett's br"igade. constituted 

the corps reS8rVI!J. Wainwright t B artillerists. however. had been 

unable to take their guns across the run. Consequently. the V 

Corps did not have any' artillery sUpport at the front. 

The "bat.tle of '.ful.te Oak t"Oad .... b:ich had begun so 

disastrously .for Warren's corps, had ended in victory". "Johnson's 

gallant Confederate command had seen ita morning's gains ...rested. 

from it by the Union oounterattack. Indeed. the Southerners were 

worse of:r than before. because they had loat control of the vital 

White Oak road. 'l'bdy were DOW penJl8(i. up in their works. The 

direet 1i~e of comDlllb1catiOns between Jobnson1 s division am 

Pickett' 9 task. :torce had been severed. \'.orse was the probab~e 

e.r:reet of the battle on Cortf'ederate morale. The Sou.therners. 
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after a brilliant start. had .failed in their attempt to roll up 

the Union left. Furthermore. the Rebels had sur.fer&d leases which 

they could ill afford. 

All told. the Yankees reported that the battle of '.~'hit8 

Oak road had cost them 177 kil.l..ed. 1..1Y1o wounded. and 5y~ missing. 

Of these casualties. the V Corps had suf£er$d 1.407. General 

Johnson announeed that his losses in the engagement totaled "about 

800, including killed, -,fOunded. and missingll. In addit:1Dn, Johnson 

claimed the oapture .:)f al::ou1:. 470 bluacoats. 97 
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Report or Casual t.ies in the V Corps 

Killed ""'oumed. Missing 
Co_od Of'fi08l"B Men Of1"1eors Men Of":f'1eers Men 

Cavalry Escort 1 -
Artillery 1 6 

Or1.:ttin I B Division. 2 21 ? 143 5 

Ayres I Division 1 50 25 249 3 335' 

Crawford f s Division -1 ..SI! -2£ J2Q -l l:i!t 
4 122 52 759 6 464 
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THE BA'l'TLi!: OF FIVE FORKS 

Part VI 

The V Corps Reports to Sheridan 

' .. !hen the righting on the ,fuite Oak road had ceased. 

4arren's soldiers were able to hear distinCltly the roar of 

batt.le rolling up from the 8OutlUreat. lIarren, as well as his 

troops. was dislmartened to observe that the distant MUIlble 

seemed to be receding _ If this were true. 1 t indicated that 

Sheridan had encountered a force which was giving h1Dl troubl.e. 

Instead or advancing lit seeJ!lt!!fi to the 1ntAtrested listeners 

that Sheridan \hls being st.ead1ly" driven ba()k by the 

1 
Conf'ederates. 

:;arren accordingq det.ernU.ned. to l"Ush a force to 

the assiatar'lC& or the oavalry. General GM.fi'1n was alerted 

to have Bart.lett t s brigade ready t.c move out. Bartlett was 

to march cross cou.n~ and at.tack the Rabel ferce which was 

preaumablJr drl'ring SheridAn's oavalry on its naked left i"lank. 

Major Cope of Warren' 3 staff was deta1led to sccompal'W 

Bartlett's eolumn. 2 

Preceded by Captain Horrell' $ esoort compalliY I 

'Bartlett's brigade took up the march. The orders whioh 
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B::J.rtlett had received. from ·,lI"arren wore very aimole. He was 

to proceed toward the sound of tho firing and attack the 

ii.ebela in the re<'-1. Af'ter l(-!aving ilia 'rihite Oak road, 

Bartlett's troops advanced in a southweste:r1;y d1.recti~n. !t 

was starting to get dark when the brigade )la9$ed through the 

pioket line. The head of the column was gu.ided. by the 

distant battle sounds. When the pickets shouted to the 

pas61'1ng soldiers as to their intended destination. their 

inquiries vere unanswered. B.!U"tlett.1oS soldiers were as 

ignorant _ except that the li.ne of maroh trended battleward. 

of their destinatbn as were the !!len ms.nning the line n£ 

oU,tpost.s • 

At first, the l1ne of march led SQl"OSS a belt or 

open ground. ,-/hen the vanguard reaohed a small branoh 01' 

Gravelly Run. the Federals l<-!£t the field5 and ent.&red the 

timber. Locating a "wood road". l1ajor Cope gu.ided the column 

slowly f"orward. Bet"ore the soldiers had ;Jl"Oooeded very far 

into the timber I the f'1r1ng died. down. After advane1ng aoou t 

one mile and crosslog geVeral arms o£ aravel~ Runt the head 

of the eol.t1mh d.ebouched into an open field. On a hill. to the 

llOldisrs l-1:HnediRtB f'k-ont ~ould be seen Dt-. Bou.sauls house. J 

As Capta1n Horrell t s troopers apprt)aehed the 
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doctor's outbuild1.ngs, they were rired on by Confederate 

pickets belong11'lg to !1unfol"d I s division. c..'ruiekly dismounting 

and dElplOT1ng, Horrell's cavalrymen drove the Rebel outposts 

i"rom Dr. Boisseau's farm. Pressing eager~ ahead, Horrell's 

b1uecoats drove the Southerners down the slape and acrosa 

Gravell;y Run. Since the Yankees did not attempt to cross the 

run, the Confederate troopers halted end took position 

Covering the lord. 4 

S.1nce it 'Wss already" quite dark. General Bartlett 

decided to take up s strong d.efense position and wait for 

d~light. In the meantiDle, the general had learned. 1"rOtn 

Major Cope that the Crump road lay a short diatanae west oE 

Dr. P.o1aseau' s bou.se. Bartlett therefore poated hiB br1gad.e 

with 1 ts right flank anchored. on the Grump road; his .:front 

and. lett. f'l.a.nk: covered the road lead1.ng eAstward from Dr. 

Boisseau'll tovard the &ydton plank road. Outposts were sent 

out to rel1eve Horrell's troopers. Throughout. the earq part 

oi' the ..,.en1ntt. the Federal anti Coni"ederate p1.okets sniped. 

znq at each other from opposl te sWes o£ Gravelly Run. , 

B:r the tiM that Bartlett had """Plated his 

d1.aposit.1ons. 1t was very dark. The Federals then turned 

their attention to tho Confederate cMp fires. Major Cope 

t"8pDrt.ed. that these f'il"ell It seemed to etr.t.Qb tor m1J.es on the 



south side of the run". In addition. the YankN8 could hear 

dlst1not~ tbe characteristic noises made qy a large body o~ 

soldiers _ wagons rumbling. men talking and soouting. and 

the thud ()£ axes against trees. Most of the o££lcers were 1n 

agre~ment that the exposed position occupied l;ly Bartlett's 

brigade was "a perilous ona and requi.rfKi considerRble 

deliea'=Y' in handling" ~ The night. however, served to cl.o~ 

the Uninn dispositions and helped add to the coaanand!s 

sec:ur1ty. 6 

At 5145. shortly a£ter Ba:rtJ . .ettt~ troops had moved 

off I Warren received Ii message signed by Chi!!! ot stat±" Wabb. 

It. bad required. ,0 m1JaIws to 'b-ansm1t th1a oonmNnioation 

hoolll Meade t $: hel'lliquarters to Warren's eo.llllllDDd. post. Ol..anc1ng 

at the dispatoh. 1iar-ren disooverfld that he was to PI1ah a 

'bM.ga:de down the White: Ouk l"Oad. 'l'hie £'0%"08 was expected to 

open eotmmnioatlona: with Sher1d.an lU'Id, it' necessary. support 

the oa...alry leader. S1noe the personnel. at Meade's 

drawing ne.&l"8r'. Webb t.lt. that the coltuln wh10h W'~n was 

d1re:oted to serd. down the IJh1te Oak road would not have far 

to go to establlsh contaot wi ttl the cavalry ~ 7 

Warren, h.owever, saw th1np quite d1iterent .from 

the 'Vf!I3' the headqua:rt.ers peoplllf d1d.. He vu :f'1rmlJr oonv1nced 
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that the :fir:1ng was not eetUng aJliY' closer. Instead. -. .Jarren 

ccrreetly believed that the rotu" of battle WAS steadil¥ 

reced1ng in the direction of Dinwi.ddle CoUl"t. House_ In 

additinn, the general had just b.1lced with two o:f Sheridan's 

cavalrymen. a Ueutenant and a gergeant • ...mo had been cut o£t 

from. their units by Piokett's attack. They to1d · .... U"1'en that 

Sheridl:iUl's oaval17 had been "attacked. about noon qy cavalry 

and lntantrJ and. rap1dJ.;r driven back, two d.1V1sion3 (Crookts 

and Devin- a) being engaged". Rel.aJr1ne: this inf'ol"mD.t1on to 

Meade. 'darren reported. that he had sent Bartlett's brigade to 

_pport the cavalry". Warren expressed his candid op1n1on 

that Bartlett's relief' column would not arM.TEI 1n t1zne to be 

of' any assistance. 8 

A little af'ter 6 o'c:lock. one of M$M"'ltt'o st.at! 

o.ff"lcers reached Meade':! headquarters. He told Meade that 

two of' Picket.t.'s brigades had advanced. and S9CUl"ed. a po$it.ion 

between Sheridants and ·,farren's commands.. Fql:thermore, ~ 

thia time, it had beOOllle appare:nt to the ott1.cera at al"IlG" 

headquarters that the rear ot battle was not ""t.Ung any 

eloser. They now oame to the INlIIle conclus1.on as 'darre.ft' __ 

the t1r1ng was def'1n1 teq reoed1.ng toward Dinw1dd.1e Court. 
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'.1hen Meade wrot8 Grant at 61:35 p_ m •• he told of 

thesf" developments. Meade observed t.hat. ii' Sheridan were 

unable to overcome the Rebel f'orce opposed. to hiIrl. he would 

be obliged to contract the left flank of his Arnw of the 

Potomac:. Meade warned Grant. that if he "ere com.pelled to 

reduc:e his f'ront. he "Mast do it to_night". Grant was alao 

informed thDt 11eade Was Qrdering Warren to send a force down 

the Boydton plank road. 1'hi.s co.DlJlaJld would be charged with 

the mission of re-opon1ng Communication with Shertdan's 

9 cavalry. 

',ihile Meade vas drafting Grant's meseage, Chief' of 

Staff Webb sent :fresh instructions to the· OOJrlJJ.and.- of the V 

division had penetrated into the area between the V Corps and 

,sheridan's command. To cope with this situation,. Warrer.t VAS 

dincted to send. dcnm the Boydton plank road the f"orce 

previousq ordered. to .",. out the ilhita Oak road.. 1.0 

When this massage reached W8J"l"ell, Bart.lottls OI)lumn 

had been gone tor almost. an blur. If he were to rsca.ll 

Bartlett's troops. it. would require at least two hours. for 

them to rl'JQoh the Boydton plank road. By then. it would be 

too dark: for Bartlett' 8 troops to QCC01lI.pllah anytMng. The 
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general. however, thought o~ a.mther S<?lution to the 9l"oblem. 

Because ot: the mu.ddy condition of thR "lJOOd road" l~ad1ng 

across to HollAda;;r'a. thE! artillery had been parked near the 

Eoydton plank road. Three of Bartlett's regiments had been 

detalled to guard the artillery and the eorpsl wagons. 

General Pearson waB in charge or this .force. iJarren 

aooordingl,y deterud,ned to Bend Pearson1s QOl'IlJIl8.lld down the 

Boydton plank road. 11 

Following the reeej.pt of his marching: orders trOll'!: 

ilarren. Pearson started down the plank road. ',"/hen the head 

of Pearson's eolumn reached Gravelly Run, it W'a.S discovered 

that the stream was runro.ng bank full. The bridge had been 

broken down by the retreating Confederates on the afternoon 

ot the 29th. Since '.ofarren had been required to operate 

without any' CA'Valry to cover his le£t fJ.ank, he bad "IItade no 

effort to have the bridge rebu11t. 

Pearson WAS uMbl.e to proeeed at\Y f'arth.- unUl a 

new struotlu"e was bW.lt. Atter paSSing this 1nf'ormation on 

to ~"'arrent Pearson let h1.s men f'all out and take it easy t 

while waiting for the pioneers to arrive and rebuild the 

bridge. llL 

Atter he had g:1ven Pearson his instructions, l,'iarren 
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sent another massage to ;{eade's headquarters. He raJ,X)rted that 

it was too late to stop Bartlett, there£'ore. he had sent 

Pearson dotm. the plank road. '[arran promised. to keep 

headquarters informed C'!f Bartlettls progreSIJ. 13 

After directing his d1.vision eoDllllB.1'1ders to secure 

the ground gained by entrenohing the-tr ;)Osl tiona. Warren 

retu.rned to his headquarters. (At this tillle, Warren's 

headquarters were at Mrs. 'i-l11aon ' s.) The general wanted to 

be Mar the telegraph. so he could keep in constant touch 

with General Meade throughout t.he night.. By 8 p. m •. '·1"arren 

and his sta.f'f' had reached Mrs. ''';11son IS. 14 

In the meantime. Maada had rece1ved a repl;y to hie-

6115 tel.egram to Grant. Besides sending Meade a copy of 

Sheridan's 2130 p. m. message. Grant informe4 the OODlllQnder 

o£ the Army of the Potomac that Colonel Porter bad just. 

returned .from Dinwi.dd1.e Court House. Porter had told. Grant. 

that Devin's division "had been driven back in considerable 

coritus1oll"south of J. Boisseau's house". At the time that 

Porter had len Sheridan. Crook's division was IQDVing to the 

front. Sheridan had told Porter that be expocted Ot'ook to 

t.urn the Rebel.s' t'lank. Grant stated. that he had hoped. to 

get Sher1.dan l g GQValry ltonto the White Oak road WfJst of fI.r.:J 
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Dabney's house". Up to this tilll€", Grant. wrote, Sheridan had 

failed to carry out his assignment. FUrthermore, the w~ 

thing~ were developing, there was no as.suranee that the 

cavalry leader would suoceed. In this easEl. it -"fO'Uld be 

necessary tor Harren to watch his lett. Ornnt believed that, 

1£ Sheridan were able to hold on to D1nwiddie Court House, it 

W01.U.d discourage an:r 1ch:taLi tho Conf'ederatsB might have of 

sweeping around 'darren's le1't flank. EVen so, Grant warned, 

Warren "ca:nnot be too I'llU.ch on his guard". 

In addition. Grant wanted Meade to have the 

Confederate prisoners captured in the battle of 'I/h1te Oalc 

ro,ad., olosel;y questioned. The general wanted to see 11' lee 

had received allY reinforcements from North Carolina. 

~'had incorrectly ident1f'1ed Hoke t s division as one of 

the uni ta opposing him. 1'his was the re.uon behind this 

request. lS 

Meade ansvered. r~ant at. 7110 p. HI. a" announced 

that he had learned nothlna concerning the reported trana:ter 

of Conf"ederate wa1 h £'rom. North CarollDa to the Petereburg 

theater of 0:PeroUons. Meade added, however. that th1s 

certa1nly4fCluld not be an 1mpos81ble move on the Rebels I part .. 

Cont.1J:lu1ng. Meade "llOrted that Capta1n M1chael V. Sheridan 
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(General ';heridan's adjuta.nt) had jUst reaohed his heQdquart.ere. 

The capt.ain had told Heade that the Confederates were in 

possession of the Brooks road. If. es this news indicated. 

the Rebels had concentrated a large force of intantr.7 to 

General Sheridan's front, ¥..eada observed, the plank l"ORd was 

open to their advanoe. Furthermore. the oaptain had warned 

Meade thnt the SoutMrners would probably' resume their atta.ck 

on the oavalry ~rps in the morning. IE they did. Meade was 

o£ the opinion that General Sheridan would either have to 

rejoin the U'II\Y or to })eo reinf"oroed. Meade d1d not believe 

it woUld be possible to detach a:n:v u.n1 te: ftoom the Army (')f the 

Potomaa to send to Sheridan. To jusU.fy his I»sition. Meade 

pointed out that not only was his lert tlank resting In thlJ 

air but. that hl..s line was dangerou9~ extended. 16 

~ wait1ng 30 M1rmtEtS and receiving 00: repl;y to 

his colllmUnioat1on. Meade sent. Grant anothv telegram. tie 

again announced that Cap~in Sheridan was at his headquarters. 

The eapta1.n, Meade wrote. had. said that General Sh$f'idan had 

.ra.llen baok on Dinwiddie Court House t after having been 

"replJ.sed It b.'7 the Confederate Uliantry. In t.he event that he 

W1lS1 co:npeUed to evaOllat.e D1mrl.dd1.e Court House. Sheridan had 

told the captain that he would ret,ire vie. the Vwghan road. 17 
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By .s 0'0100}::. another one or Sheridan's staft' 

officers. Colonel John Kellogg, had galloped up to ~leadel a 

headquarters. Kellogg told "'.eade th,'lt Sheridan would be 

unable to hold D1nw1.ddle Court House .in the face ot a renewed 

Conf'ederate onslaught. When he relayed this information to 

Grant. Meade broached. the subject. ot trans£erring: one or 

Oibbon's d1v1.siot\S to the right bank: or 01"ave.lly' Run. Meade 

also thought. that 1t would be a geod idea to have 'J'urner's 

division of' the XXIV Corps march to Sheridan's assistance. 

Meade had predioated this suggest.1.on on the assumption that 

Grant would deZW" h1.Pl. permission to contra.ct his l.1nes. 18 

It was Sr4.5 p. m. before Grant. replied to Meade's 

oomrnu:oications. ',.Jb.en he did. Grant. _ who was evidontl,y 

becoming alarnted 'by the situation -- ordered 11eade to recall 

"..zarren' a corps. When Warren had maas.d his Woops en the 

Boydton pl.al1k road. he was to send one division to Sheridan's 

relief. 'l'his OOlUIUl was to !letart. at OQC" and go down the 

Boyriton l"Oad". 19 

Follmd.ng ~enl e return to his headquarters at 

Mrs. lofUson' 8. he and t-1eade htld been in trequent colllmWl1.caUon. 

At 8 olol.O~. Meade warned Warren that Sherid.an had been 

torced baok on D1nw1dd.i.e Court. House 'bJr Q strong 1f0bel task 
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force. ':ne retreat of Sherldan' s cavalry f Masde owtloned. 

had exposed the rear at the II and V Corp's to Rtt.aek Md 

would "rp-qlllre great vigilance" on Jarren's part. If' ~arren 

had sent a column dO'loJt1 the floydton plank road (~ MI::Iad0 had 

previous4'" ordered). it -was not to go beyond Oravel.4r Run. 20 

Since Pearson's ~ps had been unable to cr08B 

GravellJr Run. ',.Jarren had alrea~ taken the ~ which Meade 

urged. When ·1lQ,M'en repUed to Meade 1 9 oonrmuni.oation at 8120. 

he conveyed this infor.'liltion to arm,y headquarters. In 

addit.1Qt.I, :'/arren announced that Bartlett had penetrated 

"nelU"ly dQwn to the crossing of arQ'Vel~ :Iun". 'r1arren Bald. 

that he was contident that. 1:t Sheridan held on at D1nw1dd.le 

Sourt House. the foe would be unable to ho1d their gains and. 

be eompeUed. to fall back to Five Forks. Rxpreliilsi~ strong 

opposition to a night lIlQ.l"Oh. Warren observed, III shall leave 

a good ilialV' uten who have lost their way". ',warren inquired, 

"Does General Sheridan still hold Dinw1.dcU.a Court_House?" 21 

At 8.:3S. 'W'arren received a tel.egrUl signed by 

Chief ot, st.att Webb marked n oontidem.ial." • Scann1na: t.he 

meos.ag8, \1arren harned that headquarters was or the op1n1on 

t"hat the 1\rmiY o£ the Poto.llillC would hB:ve to OO'ntract 1 ts lines • 

. ~~ wuld be required to hold. ti possible. the Boydton 
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plank road, resting his left nank on Gravel..ly Run. Hatcher's 

Run would be covered by ~hrey8 t II Corps and Ord' s Army of 

the James.. [iarTen WitS alerted to hold his men r$a~ to carry 

out this order on "short notice". 22 

At this hour, Meade Knaw tha.t. Bartlet.t' s brigade 

had taken position at. Dr. Boisseau's. Nevertheless, ·''''ebb 

gave no int.1.mation as to whether Bartl~tt was to hold. his 

ground. Apparently, the st.af'f t 1n its annety tor the safety 

of Humphreys' and )Tarren's earps, had f'orgotten a\:x)ut this 

important pleee or inf'ormation. Furthermore, Grant. as yet, 

did not know that aartlett's bt-1gade occupied a position on 

the left. flank of ?1ckett's task force. 23 

iiarren hated to 8$8 the arra;,y take the atep au.tllned 

i.n 11ebb's :nemorandum.. He was afloaid that a retreat to the 

'I:>.oydton plank road 'NOul.d .PI'OYe to be a heavy blow to tho 

morale of' his soldiers. Purtherttrore, the general t'elt that. 

Picket.t's task .foroe would be unable to hold its pos1.tion. 

in front of Ii1nw1ddle Court. House, beoauae his corps 

threatened 1te le£t f'lank. 24 

Conaequent:q, ilarren. when be answered !loeb's 

communic~~on. argued that the Army or the Potomao shoUld try 

to hold its ga1ns. He po1nt.$d out that the .fortit'lcations 
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which his troops had thrown up covering the plank road were 

"very strong". One d1.viB1.on, 1.f' supported by artil~ery. 

could hold thla line, ~,fart"911 argUed. ':'he onl;y 'i(TKj the 

eonfed.el"::ltes could carry this position. '.falTan stated, would 

be by a strong colwnn operating south of Gravelly Run. 'TI1e 

general believed that if Meade .followed the course of action 

which he proceeded to outUne. the eont'ederatee ~foul.d find 

plenty to keep them busy. A'arren would have Humphreys. 

reinforced by the V Corps· artillery. hold the plank road. 

The V Corp8 would be freed to eross Oravell,y Run and assail 

the Rebels from one side. while Sheridan attaoked from the 

other. In case the Southerners tried. to re1n£'oroe Pickett. 

Bartlett's re-4dblock wou.ld £orce them to detour to the wast. 

In sum:nd.ne up his arguments, ':farren IUUlOUnced.. "Unless 

SheriWin haa been too badq hamled, I think W6I have a chance 

f~r an o!)8n field tight that should be made use 01."". 2, 

P'o11ow1ng the receipt. of" Grant.'s 8145 t.elegram 

direot1ne' him to send. a division of' the V Corps to Sheridan's 

ass1stance, Meade had Chief' of Start' \iehb prepare an order 

inlpll9lUent1ng thia decision. Warren was 1natruoted. to pull 

back ins~ _ tho earthworks eoYf!t'ing the Boydton plank road. 

Gl"'1f'f'in's diV1s1on was to be sent to Di..nw1ddie Court House. 
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Upon r€'aching the cnurt house, Gri.f.fin would report to 

Sheridan. General Humphreys' II Corps was to occupy the 

rth ~'Mrn"ho 26 fortifications no ea .... QJ.. s. tlt.~er s use. 

',yebb'a :o.essage which had been sent at 9 o'clock 

qS in '-'arren's hands 17 m1nu.teEl later. · .... arren was 

dist.rft8sed to learn thtlt. the ground which had oost SO much 

'blood was to be abandoned. Neverthelellls. the general 

proceeded to draft a eet of instruet,1ornJ caleulated to 

implement Grant's decision. General kyres. who vas nearest 

the plank road. was to withdra.w his division and man it near 

the Boydton plank road; Crmrf'ord WM to foll.ow A;yres and 

concentrate his troop. behind the en'b-ellchments southeast 01" 

Mrs. Butler's. GrUr1n was to recall Bartlett's brigade 

from its position at Dr. Boisseau's. It.lhen Bartlett. had 

rejoined tho division, 0rif.t1n was to return to the Boydton 

plank road. Gr1t1"in's soldiers would then move to D1mriddle 

CQurt Hau88, ~ the general WC\1.ld report to Sheridan. In 

or alV portione of their u.n1t-f3 were len. behind. They were 

to put their ol"-.:an1zaUona in .,UOD 1..DInc:ldiately UIX'n the 

receipt of' th1a order, wh1ch warren handed to his staf'f' 
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officers for distribution at 9135 p. m. 27 

At thia hour. all of Warren's 00III.lIW.fld (with the 

exception of Bartlett' 8 brigade, Peerson t s three reg:ill:w!nts. 

and the corps artillery). was based along the '".'bite Oak road. 

Chamberlain.s brigade of Griffin's. divisiL-n was on the north 

aide of the roa.d. Cr'lWford' s division vas neal" the road on 

Orlrf1n's right, and ~81 1n a similar position on hia 

left. AcGording];y. considel"able time WDuld be wasted whi~e 

the start officers were contaoting the three division 

oommanders. In addition, Gri..f'fln would have to recall 

~artlett. At beat, Bartlett. could not be expected to 

wi,thdraw his pickets and get baok t.Q the Boydton plank road 

bef'ore lor 2 o'clock in the morning. 28 

!Wtdent~. Webb deoided that his 9 o'clock dispatch 

to '..,t'arren needed elarif'1cation.. At 9120 he handed the 

telegrapher at anw headquarters another message. Harren was 

to see that the diVision .elated to join Sheridan started at 

o.nce. IJI ackl1Uon, Warren was given treed.om "to aot idth1n 

the Boydton plank road" as he saw tit. Webb again 1n.formed 

"W'arren that. Humphrey.' II Corps 'WOuld "hold to the road. and 

the return". 29 

W8%'1"ttn replied to the chief of etaf.fts coilll'llWlicaUon 
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at 10 p. m. He pointed. out that there would be a c:)llSidera.'ble 

lapse of time 'before Bartlett's brigade would be able to 

rejoin Griffin's division. Jince Ayres I and Crawford's 

divisions were not engaged. \..farren had detarmined to withdraW" 

theJll f1..rst. Even so. Ja.rren did hOt feel that the IlllU"ch of 

Grif'.fin's divLsion lIould be retarded. because, be:f'ore the 

troops cxmld cross GraveJ.J.y Run, t.he bridge would haw to be 

rebuilt. The officer (Captain William H. B. BeJ\Y&Urd) vhom 

:,.[arren had sent. to exa:n1ne the err'saing had pronounced it 

unf'ordable by J.nf'ant:'y. F'w-thermore, Captain Be~ had 

stated that a 4O_foot !lipan would be required ttl complete the 

bridge. The general informed Webb that he would exert 

h1uelt to see that the bridge was passable by the time 

Grif'f"ints division reached it. :30 

At this time, :,iarrenfs corps was wtt.ho1J.t pontoona. 

The pontoon trai.n whieh had started with the corps on the 

~9th had been used to bridge Rowanty Ct-eek and the O:;;1.laker 

road orossing ot Gravelly Run. To construct. a span at the 

&yUtan plank: road arosaillg or Oravell7 Run. Warren put Ms 

plQDeel"s to work ruing a house. nus bu1ld1.ng would wppl;y 

materials for the construct-ion of the urgent.ly needed. bridge. 

Captain BeJW'aurd was put in oharge of the pr'Oject. Jl 
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'In tho meantime, Meade had been dcing some deep 

thi.nk:1.ng. Ex.amin1ng his maps, Meade came to the conclusion 

that Bartlatl would be unable to rejoin Cr1i'fin 1n time for 

the divisicJn "to move w1.th alV promptitude" down the plank 

road, To faoilitate Griffin's lIlarch to the point of danger. 

Meade iS8Ued instructions for ",;arren to a.ttach another brigade 

to his di-nsion in place ot EarUeU's. dhen "ebb 

communicated. this order to Warren. he reported th. ... t Sheridan 

had been attacked qy four intantr,y brigades -- three trom 

P1.ckelt's division, one from Gordon's corps. 32 

ioJh.en Warren noted that ' .... abbls message had ~en sent 

at, 9140, he realized that art!W' headquarters had not yet 

received his dispatch regarding the condition Qf the bridger, 

He tru.sted that, when Meade was apprised of this: fact, he 

would agr'i'l:o that Bartlett would be unable to rsjoin Griffin 

bef'ore thB' bridge was Diade passable. Consequentq I ;1lU'T'en 

decided not to make any change in hilS marohing orders for the 

t1me being. He wul.d wait until Y.eade had received his 

telegram concerning the state of attairs at the ct'ns$1ng. 33 

Rv1dentl\Y, liarrents 8t40 mt'lSsage su&gesting that 

be be peI'1Utted to cross Gravelly Run. with his entire corps 

and attack the Rebels' rear, while Sheridan assailed them 
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1n front, made quite an i.DlpreSSion on Heada. At 9:45. aeade 

inqui..red of Grant. ''';iould it not be .... ell for ;<iarren to go 

down ,..tith h- s whole oorps and 8llIash u:' th0 force in front of 

Sheridan? II Meacte agreed. with 'r:arren lhB t the n Corps could 

ho ld the llnfl of the plank road. Unlike 'darren. Heads did 

not think the plank road was the 'best llne for the V Corps to 

operatG aloJlg. Instead. he WQuld h.:!.ve ',.,'arren move his entire 

corps up to the position held by Bartl.et.t's llrigado. !Tom 

Dr. Boisseau's. Warrenls 'troops 'If"ou.ld. advance and take the 

Rebel i"orce thraaten1ng Shelrtdan in the rear. flOr'I, :!eade 

oontinu.ed, "he could send OJ10 division to support. Sheridan at 

D1.nw1dd1e and lfiQve on the B1'l8lIW t ,s rear with the other two". 

Meade neglected. to l.nf'orm Grant that the batt.la plan had 

originated with :.larren. :l4 

'nib lias the .first news Grant bad reco:1veci that one 

of ',farren's br1gades was at Dr. Bouseau's on the Crump road. 

Meade bad been in poesession of this information £or at least 

an hour. Fw.-t.hermore. Meade mad" no mention of the fact that 

he had already clireat.eci Warren to recall Bartlett t 8 brigade. 

Grant seans to have helo the Gp1.n1on that at least pa.r"'t of 

Warren's 1:IOrPs had already ret.urned to the: plank road. " 

R.epl;yiJ1g to ~feadel8 colIll'1llln1oation at 10,15. Grant 
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tersal;y observed. "let Warren ax>ve in the vay you propose and 

urge h11ll t:Dt to atop .for at'f{thing. Let Griffin go on as he 

vas first directed." 36 In a second -wlegrem, Grant requested 

that: Meade keep Sheridan posted on the dispos1 ti'ons beting 

undertaken tor his relief. 'IlUrtherrore, Meade was to inform 

Sheridlil.n that he was "tn tllke general direction of the f'or088 

sent ta him unUl the eme~ency tor which they are sent is 

aver." Y1 

Shonq thftrftaft.er. Grant handed a d1-spat.oh to one 

or h1.s s:t.aff of"ficers for dallvery to General Sheridan. 

Grant. mu.t1cd. the ~ava.l.ry leader that the V Corps had 'been 

orclered. to his support.. Two divisions were scheduled to 

march b;v w8iY of" oJ. Bo1saeau t s. a th:i.rd. would IftOve down the 

Boydton plank road. In addition. Grant announced that 

General Maakensie's cavalry division or the Arrq of t.he James 

had been d1reot.ed to job Sheridan. Haokenzie 18 troopers 

&lV' juatlt1oat1en tor it. informed Sher1dnn that the V CGrps 

should reach hia "by 1.2 to-n1ght". Sheridan, Grant wrote, 

would. lOQSeume eoamand of the whole force sent to operate with 

., .• 5!il-ird. use it to the best of' ••• JJrliJ ability" to 

deet.Poy t.b.e terce wh1.ch ••• ./idil co:mnarKi baa fought so 

gallant.q to-dq'. ;l8 
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As soon as Gra"t had awrovoo his proposed plan of 

operation.... Meade Ii8nt.. another message to "f,art"en. '!'he leader 

o£ the V Corps was informed that he was to send Grif'fin·s 

division down tha plank road. Ayres' ar.d Crawford's ccmmanda 

'Were to join RarUOttt's brigade at Dr. Boisseau's. They 

would then attack the rear ot the Confederate £or~e which was 

conf'loonting Sheridan I s cavalry. According to the latest. 

intelligence l"Baohing G~. Sheridan's trooper's were report.ed.~ 

posted a short. distanoe north o£ Dil1W'iddl" Court. House.. In 

case the Rebels !thould best. the V Corps, ~4arrent s line of 

retreat would be by wa:{ o£ the Brooks and Boydton plank roads. 

}(eads urgoci Warren to tGOve rapid.q. so that htl would reach 

the junction o£ the Brooks and Boydton plank roads ahead of 

the Gonfederat.es. Heads Mlleved, however. that thfJ foe 

would tall 'baok toward Five !i'orks. in the .face or '""arron's 

advance. Warren was Admonished to move light. and fast. .\rV' 

gear t.hat would prl.'tVent the corps !'rom I!!C'ving eross coun"b'y 

was to be lett beh1nd. iiarren was to nou.ty Meade as soon 4S 

his t.rcops st.arted to m:;)ve out. )9 

Meade'. telegram WaS ha.nded te. ',farren at 10*48. 

Upon read1.Dg it, warren was distressed to learn that l-!eadel 

st.1ll did not know about "the bridge. Furthermore, Meade 



seemed to 'be unaware that. a strong force of Con.t"ederates 

confront-ed Bartl.ett.ls brigade and held the right bank of 

Grav€'lly Run south of Dr. Bolsseau l s. In addttion. ',.;iarren 

had just received news From one of his stafr officers, Major 

'4111iam T. Gentry. thl:'_t a Confederab foree (Roberts' };orth 

CIlr'I'Una brigade) held the junct.ioTl of: the Crump :a.'1d, ·,fu1t.e 

Oak roads. The: major. in attempt.1ng t.c communicate w1 th. 

Bartlett. had aooidenta~ blurr:ierecl inte t~is roadbla.ck. 

The major had escaped., but h1.s order13 had been captured. 

W9l"t'en kn1!w th~t it had been one and one_half hours 

since he had issued instrttetions reealll..~ his corps. The 

general as-8WIled that. at this very minute. th~ troops were 

moving hack along th~ "Wood road" toward the pla.nk road. It 

division would have tn ~ pushed b the h,g-ad of t.h,~ colwlm. 

while AYres' retraced its steps.. T(I keep from W'BStiJlg 

valDable t1DIB while t~ two dlvisiot18 changed places. '.{arran 

determined to _m Ayres' division 1nst&ad of Or1f'1"1.n's to 

Sheridan's wpport. 40 

~ Meade's MSS8.ge, Warren PQ1nted out that. 
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h~ had iS3ued instructions f8r his divisions to retire from 

the iJhite Oak road. !wres' divisions were tr; move first. to 

b!": follmted in turn by Cra'Wf'oT(.J.ls anj GrWin's. warren 

warned :·Ieade that, if he altered the march order during the 

night. it would iJroduce wholesale coni'usion which ''''ould 

render all his "operat.i.ona nugatory". To e.,cape from t.his 

impasse, ;':al'ren int'ormed 11sadet th&t, on his own 1n:it1.atiV9. 

he had ciac:1.ded to send Ayres' division to Sheridan. At the 

same time. hI:! would 'take Cr~::.."'ford.· s and. Grilf'in ' s divisions 

and move against the RebeLs' f'lar.k. and rear. \';'arre,n, however. 

cautioned. ~ headquarters thut, witn the ConfederatBs 

hol.dlng Gravelly Run below Dr. Boisseau's, he could not 

"accompUsh the apparent ':]bjccts" of Heade's direct.1ve. As a 

result oJ: a break in the 

delayed in transmission. 

telegraph 

41 
line. this mas.age was 

Af'ter he had handee tho s1gnal officer the d1spat.ah 

~ddreased to P'.ea.de. >Iarron (at 11 p. m.) drafted an order 

'1mpl.mnent5Jlg this decision. Inst.ead of halti.ng. his col!!lJ1,llJ')d 

n~ar the Boydton plank road. AiYres WQuld proceed. down. the 

plank road to Dinw1ddie Court Hol.4st;l and ro})Ort. to Sheridan. 

CraWford and Gr1..f1"in. upon receipt or this order, were to 

halt and mass their dl,ris1ens. The staff of'f1cers entrusted 

loI'ith the del1ver"v of' these orders wou1d report to ','o'arrttn th® 
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positions 

CoDlDW.nda. 

curren~ acoupied bjr 

42 

Crawford's and Griffin r s 

A number of problm'l1S. however, had arisen to plagUe 

the V Corps. Not the lea.st of' these was the sh')rtage of 

staff oft"icer-s. (On the evening of the Jat, there were only 

six staf'!' of'ficers at Harren's headqu.arters .. ) ~hen 1tlarren 

had moved. to comply with Meade I S 9 p. m. order, he had been 

forced to detail ona off'icer to contact each of the three 

division oomroanders. In add1t:i.on, '~nrren had to send a member 

ot his staf'f'. Major Gentry, to get in touch with General 

Bartlett. In trying to reaoh Bartlettls command post.. :1'ajor 

Gentry had blundered into the Coni"ed.erate roadblock. rlhen 

Gentry l"Eltur'ned to report what had happened, 'Harren called 

for :1ajor Cope. The major had ju.st rl'!turned from Dr. 

Boisseau's. Cope. who knew the way, was detailed to carry 

the mP.ssage to Bartlett.. I-Urthenl'lOre. ',4'arren had to sam an 

o ff~e6!" to order up the pioneers. and guide them to the pl.a.nk 

r()ad. croaB1l1g of OrBve~ Run. At the same time. another 

aide (captaih B~d) was sent to Check on the condition or 
the crossing. 4, 

----.In t...he White Oak geQtc~. the opposing linea were 

very elose. It intelligence of" the mvement was tc be kept 

:f!tolll reaching the ears o£ the Confederates, the Un1en of't1cers 
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I.fould h:lVe to forego the use or drums. bugles. and loud 

collmlaOOa in lU"Ousing their units. ~ery order had to be 

rel.8yed by word of' IOOUth f':rom eaoh commander to his 

subordinnte~ A2, Was to be expeoted, considera'tle time was 

loat while thege orders were filtering down i'l"om the gOMrals 

to the non_oomrn1saioned of.ficer8~ To awaken the mell, the 

serge./Ults and corporals had to shake t.helll a 
44 

To n:ake matters worse, the night was "intensely 

dark and stol"n\Y". At the tlm.e that th$ starf' Qf'f'icers 

U o'clock: order. they disoovel"'ed. that tho twg divisions had. 

not moved~ By 1 aa Ill., the aides had. returtwd. to \~n's 

eomm:tncl post with this inf'ormation. 45 

In the Mf'ant1me, Meade' a hf!.ruiquarters had been in 

f'requent. contact with General Humphreys' n Corps. ',''hen the 

decisi.oft to recall the V Corpa was made t Chief o~ .5taf'f' Webb 

tel.egrapbed 8wltpbrey8~ At. 9t 10 p. til. I ~ was d:1reeted 

to have his men reoO<NP3" the :post lion held during the morning. 

The II Corps was to anchor ita lett :rlmlk on Mrs. Butler'iS 

and hold "thA return"'. 46 F1f'teen m1mJ.tes later. 't/ebb 

repeated th!.~ :ll'le88age. In addition, the chief' of' stat't 

1.nfor'lned Hump)n-eys. nGeneral l/arren 19 to be lef't f'J:'ee to act 
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and is to send a division to General Sheridan at onea". 47 

In the wake of Heade's 10115 cormm.mlcaticn altering 

.. Jarran' e orders. Webb sent another wire to HuIIlphray-s. The 

leader of the II Corps was informed that. ".,.,rarren was to move 

down the Crump road and. attack the Rebel force opposing 

Sheridan in the t'e.Qr with t.;.to divisions.. ~arren's third 

division was to join Sheridan qy way of the Boydton plank. 

road. In view o£ these developments, HWllphreya was to remain 

r:>n the de£cnaiva and strengthen his position .. 48-

Repl,y1.ng to Webb's telegram, Humphreys announced 

that, according to the schedule he had worked out, his corps 

would fall back ju.e:t he£ore daybreak. His troope would 

reoccupy tho rUle pita held on the morning: of the Jlst. 49 

Hwnpbreys a.lso dispatched a. message to ·riarren. 

Besides infortd.ng WQM"en of the orders he had received from 

arro:r headquarters. Humphreys wanted to know at what t1mc t.he 

V Corps Wl)uld march.. Humphreys proposed. to &y'I'labron1ze his 

movements with Warrents. 50 

~s' commu.n1catlon reached \'I'arren'a 

headquarters .at 12120 a. m.. Aoknowledg1ng the message. 

;.J~n poiAted out that, at .first. Meade had directed hiIq to 

withdraw immediately the V Corps trom the White Oak road 

sector. SUbsequel"1t~. he had 'been advised to attack the 
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~er-..e15 , . .,ith two division~' c;.f his V Corps, while sending a 

thtl"'d down the plank road to rein.ro~o Sher1dan. Colonel 

1a1nwright, 'rlith the corps artillery, was to remain on the 

plank road. ',Jarren also expressed. his ballet that the 

compel the Cbnferlerate £oroe which contronteQ Sheridan to 

withdraw bei"are morning .. .5l. 

Since the telegra.ph was not 1\mc:tionipg properly, 

it WAS 11145 p. m. before 2<'.eade's headquarters learned that 

the Orave~ Run bridge had been destroyed a.nd it would take 

considerable time to rebuild.. Meade accordingly dashed. 0'££ 

a ~Baage to ',farren. He- inqUired about the po8llib111tw q! 

using an nltli:Z'1'lQt.e rout.e to send the division to Sheridan' IS 

support. !J.eade wanted to know if :my time cou1.d be $Qved by 

send1ng the re1nf"oroements by way or the Quaker road. Arter 

poi1'Jt.i.ng out to 'rlarren tha.t time was o£ the essence, Meade 

wrote, "Shertdan c.am"lOt maintain h1lIlsel£ at Dimddd1e without 

re..eni'orcementa. am yours are the only ones th~t can be 

sent. It Warren was urged to. ItUse every exerUOrl to get the 

troops to .... [fiher1.dB:i/ as soon 88 1'0881010". In cnse it 

and ... 'Uaker roads to lttlBh assistance to Sheri.d..9n.. J..tt.er 
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signing the dispatch. :-1eade added a postsoript. "I£ Sheridan 

is not re_enforced 1n t1.m.e and compelled to tall back he wiU 

retire by the Vaughan road lt
• 52 

At thf' sa:':l~ tirr!e. Heade telegraphed Grant. Meade 

informed his superior of the contents of the message which he 

had sent to :larran. Furthermore. Meade had 8.}Jparently 

accepted i-iarren's thesis: that the Confederates would fall 

back during the night. He infol"\'ll(ld Grant. !II think it is 

possible the e~ ~ retire from Sheridan's front to-night 

:tearing an Iilt.tack from the rear". 5' 

It t.oo1c Meade's 11145 p. m. commwrl.cation one hour 

nnd a quat'UJr to rench -_-!arren's headquarters. Hhen he read. 

the dispntch, ~-Ia.rren wu :mocked to d.isoover that the Onion 

brass was dia:pla,y1ng "so rc.u.ch solicitude tor General 

Sheridan' 8 position and the neceasi~ of re_enforoing him 

direet.q". :..rarran felt that Sheridan's plight Im1St be 

desperate it Meade were willirlg tor the V Corps to fQrego its 

$chedul.ed attaak: GD the Confederate rear to maroh to 

Sheridanls usietanco. Exam1n1ng his maps. W8.lTt'n discovered 

that. it his t:"o<ap.t moved. to Dimd.ddie Court.. HOU88 b,y ~ of 

~he Quak:w---l"Oad., as suggeated by Meade, 1t would require a 

march of over ten miles. Since the night was tar advanced. 

-4a:rren oti~ClUlated- that. if' his troops marched via the route 
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outlined by Meade. it ' . .;ould b~ impossible for t::elJ'l to reach 

Dinwiddie Court House bcf'ore 8 a. m. By t.'1at time, the 

5l?ldiers of thp V Corps would be toe late to be of any use to 

Sheridan in holding Dinwiddie Court HoueG. 

In tho evant thR. t the Goni'sderates oceup1ed. 

Dinwiddie Court House. :.1arren knew that Q Union at.tack down 

the Boydton plank road ~iould take them 1n the rear. 

Further!llOre. a movement. down the plank road ,lculd enable the 

entire V Corps to llUlrch as a unit. 1£ one division were sent. 

around. by the Quaker road (as Meade proposed). it 140Uld 

separate \-farren's oorps into three groups, A hard. night 

Mroh. on top of the previouS day's fighting. NOUld certainly 

sllp the vigor of his soldiers, 'o'Iarren believed.. Accordingly, 

they could not be expected to go into action with !Weh 

enthusiasm.. 54 

In view af these eons1derAtions. >/arren det.erm1.rm 

to disregard. Meade's suggestion. ·.iarren w-uld hold 

eraw.f"ord's aDd Orit'f'in I s divisions where they were until 

such time as he le.arned that General twre:J 1 troops had 

established eontact with Sheridan'A cavalr,r. This time, 

-"arren theM>1zed. "WOuld not be wasted, because Crawford's and 

GrUfin I s badly jaded soldiers would. be able to get some 
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needed rcst~ 55 

Having arrived. a.t t~ig deCisiOn, ~"'dl"re1'l. (at 112G 

a. m.) informed }1eade thHt he believed. the pioneers l"iOU1.d 

eo~plete the bridge across Qrave~ Run before his infantry 

could possibly roach the C;"uak",r rOBd. II. however. he \.a5 

wrong. ',{arran promised to have Ayres • division fo l.low the 

route proposed by Heads. ,Jarren also informed He3de that be 

had hE>ard f'rol'l'l. Gapt.a1.n Benynurd.. '.tho was in charge of the 

work on tho bridge. The captain had reported. that he thought 

it would not take the piQneers more tlum one hour to completEI' 

the structurG. 56 

It was aboL1t 10 p. m. when General A;y're3 reeeived 

'..farren's 91;5 order d1reeUng hizQ to i"ail back to the Boydton 

plank l"()ad. 'to reach the road. A.)'Tes' division had to beat 

its way through about two miles ot oxceed.ing:q d1.tf'lcult 

enuntry and cross Q branch of Gravel...q Run. By the time 

that Ayres reached. Mrs. Butler's. he received the order 

diree1.1ng him. to march his comr:tI8lJd dmm the Boydton plank 

road. Isaving his sold1.er51 to draw rations fl*oll\ the supply 

train ',lhioh they met. Ayres hastened to '"arran's headquarters. 

Here. Ayr'fMI.. Wall 1.nf'ol"lllOd. by \Ilarren that Sheridan had been 

hard-pressed ani n&eded assistance ~. It. was impressed. 

on ~s that he lllQst exert h1.msel.f to get his division to 
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51 
The genernl then rejoined his command. 

At 210, a. Dl •• '~'arren received a message .tram 

Captain BaltVaurd announcing that the bridge was opt:n t'or 

traf'fio. 'tI.arren 1mmediate1y rel.ay'ed this news to Meade and 

Ayres. 58 

As soon as General Ayres learned that Be~ I s 

det.aohment had finished the bridge acroS8 Gravelly lrun. he 

put his command into nvtion. Gwyrlls brigade took the lead as 

the division IIJJved d.<lwn the plank road.. J\Ocord1.ng to Ayres, 

there had been very littlo delay at the bridge. The plank 

road was good enough I but tho fat.igu.e of the night ¥rob, in 

oo,njunction with yesterday' e battle. had. p1shed. the !!l8!l to 

the limit of' their endurance. As was aust.o.l.llary. the men 

marched £01' 50 minutes and then were allowed to reat £01" ten 

minutes. During these sUPS. mBlW' of the soldiers rell 

aound a!!lJ.eep. To get. the co lw!m moving again, "the officers 

had to use violence" to got the lIlen on their feet. By '*' 
o'olock. the head. of A,yres' ooh:uul. had penetrated. to within 

c,ne mil.e of D1md.dd1.e ~ House. Ajyr9a MW encountered one 

of Sheridan's statr ot;t1Qll1'.. This officer had lett D1nw1dd1e 

VOurt. Htm-se at 3.20 and waB carrying a d:1.spatoh !'rom Sheridan 

to -..tarren. 59 
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Ayres was told by th8 stafr 0fficer that his eolumn 

had arrived sooner than it was expected. In fact, Ayres' 

d1visi,'m had CfIl!1e a m11.e too rar. The aide anno-.mcsd that 

Ayres should have turned into the Brooks road. If he had, 

the statt' officer reMrked., the division oould hAve taken thtl! 

Confederates ftoom the rear. Ayrits accordingl,y reversed his 

line of march. RatUTning to the Brooks road. the head of the 

division turned into it just as dawn started to 'break. The 

starr officer did not remain wi t.h AYres to shew him tho way I 

'but galloped oft to deliver Sheridan's meseage to .'arran. 

Short.l;)r af'ter the division hAd started down the 

~kB road, General Ayres aightod Q lone Rebel picket sitting 

on B ra:il fence. Spot:t.l.ng t.he approaching oolumn, the 

Confederate leaped oft the i'"enee, mounted his horse and rode 

ofE. Ayres halted his collwm ard threw out a strong sk1ndsh 

line. Th~ sid..rm1shars wore directed. to fegl their way toward 

Pimtidd1B Court House. Ayres believed that if there were 

a!'\Y' Confederates holed up in the area between tho Brooks rsad 

and the court hou.se. they would Mrtainl;y 00 trapped between 

his soldiers and Sheridan's cavalry. 

-When the skirrd.abars had lllOVed oft, the column 

resumed. its advanoe along the Hrooke road. Colonel Swan 

recalled. "The marcth along the Brooks road war, quite joycms. 
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,,, clear day was broeaking. Rnd the cavalry bugles away to the 

left and then nearer , .... ere ylaylnr lively air!! that told that 

the enemy had f1.cwn." Neru- the junct':"OIl of the AdarolS lUld 

~rook3 r()ads. A:yres encountered General Sheridan. ifuen /Wres 

reported to Sheridan, he • ..... as directed to mass his division 

in the o?Gn fields h~t of the junctlon and. let his men 

prepare: their coUee.. Taki.l1g ;)Ositi<'ln in tho designated 

60 fields, A,yresf division regted. on its arms until 2 p. m .. 

The statr offioer bearing Sheridan's message 

re.&ched. Warren's headquarters at 4150 a. m. Upon reading the 

dispatoh, ~"'arr<>n learned that Custerts division. which was 

deployed astride the Adams road. wns guarding the approacheQ 

tel Dinwiddle Court. House. Sheridan reported. that the 

Confederate main 11~ of resistance covered the road llnldng 

the Adame road. with Fitzgera.ld's f'ord. Si.nce Sheridan had 

received 811 erroneous serap of informati.on iD:l.icatil"lg thttt 

\larren had. one d1vi.:J.ion at J. &i9SfJ.aU ' S. he mist.akenl¥ 

b!tllevnd that the V Corps was in the rear and. aln:to8t on the 

tlJlnk or this Rebel battle Une. Accordingly. Sher1dan 

proposed to hold on to his position at Dinwiddie Court. House .. 

I.f the Rebels JlI:)ved against Cu3ter, Sheridan wanted W'OUTen 

to burl the division bASed at J. roisseau 1 s 4gainst. the 
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Southerners' left flank and rear. Even if tho Canfederaws 

did not attack, Sheridan want.ed t.he V Corps to Co ever to t.he 

offensive. The cavalry. 3heride.n [.!romised, '.-lould co-operate 

and try to seize the road linking Adams I plantation ',.rith 

Fitegerald IS fnN. In case the oavalry was able to oarry out 

its assignment. Sheridan believed. that :iart"On '<nuld 00 a~;12 

to bag Pickett's entire command. The QP,graesive Sheridan had 

written, "PO not fear nw l».aving here .Llli.nwidd1e Court HousiJ. 
If the e~ ~ema1n I shall tight at dQyl1ght~. 6l 

h'arren was distressed to learn that Sheridan had a 

mistru<en imprli>ss1on of the taot1oa1. 91 tuat1on. There were no 

elements ot the V Corp~ at J. Boisseau's. The closest that. 

alV' or th$ un1. ts of the V Corps had been to J. Bo1811&eaU I s was 

Dr. "oisseau' s. It. was a mile and one_fourt.h from the doetor I s 

to J. Boisseau'a. Further:nore, during the rtight.. Bartlett's 

brigade bOO been recalled h'om Dr. Boisseau's. '~arren knew 

1 t would be 1mpDes1ble for him to carry out the plan of 

operations ad<t.nced. 'by Sheridan. 62 

le.tt. his headquarters and returned to the ~.Jh1te Oak road. 

'nUh dawn_ ~pproaoh1ngt "-1arren wanted. to give his peraonal. 

sUpervision to the IOOvement.g of Crawford 1 s am Griffin' s 

divisions. 63 

-------~-------.----. 



It was abcut midnight when Bartlett's brigade 

E!V3.CU3.ted its position at Dr. ?..oisseau's. The dark night. in 

conjunction "In th the narrow ;'wood road". rendered marching 

conditions vP.ry difficult. Almost three hours elapsed bef'ore 

the last or Bartlett's troops rejoined. Or1i"fin's division 

near the White Oak road. Bartlett's soldiers were allowed 

only a shnrt rest. About.5 a. Ill •• Or1f'i"1.n received his 

marching orders. One of i1arren's st.a:f'.t of1'ic8rs rode up to 

Or1.ffln's oommand pD3t, and told the general lito trQve the 

First Division with all. possible dispatch, via the J. 

Boisseau house, and report to General Sheridan". OrU'f'in 

1Jmned1ate:q alerted hill three br1gade QOmmanders to hold 

64 tMir uni ts ready to move. 

Since the Confederates were known to be occupying 

in force the fol"t1t1oations covering the junotiG'1n of the 

Claiborne and White Dale roads. the V Corps officers thought 

it 'Io1Ould be necessary to axerc1.se a great degree of caution 

in executing the shU't. to the le£'t. To 8C1"eGtl his division I s 

withdrawal t:rom. the rUle pits covering the i'l'hi t.e Ollk road, 

Grlt':tin directed General Gregory to have his piokets r&ni9.llt 

in poaiti.ofh. Atter the division had RIOVed. out, the pickets 

would be recalled. and fall in beb1.nd Bartlett I S brigade. 65 



Chamberlain f s brieade took tht-> lead ·"rho'!"l Grit'f'in 1 s 

di"!t.§10rl t.:Iok up the march. At this hour. General .'farren did 

mt knnw that P1ckett's task force was ralling back on Fiv(;' 

Forks. 30 far as ',-J'llrren's information vent. he expected to 

meet the Rebels near J. Boisseau I 8. They had been there. he 

knew. as late as midmght.. s~ in his :3 a. m. dispatch 

!'rom Dinvidd1.e Court House. had distinctl,y inf"Qrmed Warren 

that the CQr.federates were still there. and. that the V COrps' 

advance would take them on their flank. and. rear. Not. Knowing 

~i'hen h~ might encounter t.he t13e. Gr1£:f1Jl had Ch.a¥Itberla.in'u 

brigade advanoe in line of bat.tle~ Onder the impr'os81on that 

he, would probably I!Itrike the Confederates before he reaClhed J. 

Boi.sseau's. Chalnt1trla1n Ii¥tved uith great care. Gregoryts and 

?artlatt'.'J brigades SW'Ullg along in eolUM qy battalions 

behind Chamberla.1n ' a. Gr1.tfin's Une of marClh led. westward 

acr'Jss the fields south of the Wh3..te Oak road. 'WheP 

Chamberlainls soldiers reached the Crump road, ~ wheeled 

to the l.ef't., the Crump road MW aervad. as Gr1tf"ln t I'J line of 

66 
advance .. 

Since there was a dist.1.nct. poss1'b1.li ty or II 

Conf'ed.era'bo-- co\U\torstroke. ',&rren had to be ext.remeq careful 

when it came to withdra.wing Crawi"crd' oS division. To CQver 



his retr"!f,rossive movement. Crawi'nrd formed his divis.ion for 

battle, Coulter's 'b:riga.de took posi.t.,ioh ()n t.he J,.e:ft.. Baxter's 

brigade held the oenter; while Kellogg's troops watched the 

right. Baxter's troops were the last to retire. The 39th 

~3saohusett,g. deployed as sk1.rm1shers. covered Baxter's 

wi thdrawal.. ~iarren acoompan1ed Eaxter' s ao~ until he 

beea:tle convinced that the Rebels had no mUon of fo l..loldng 

the V Corps. Besides W'stahing the eneov. the ;39th 

Massachusetts helped to chock straggling. 

Both Coulter's and Baxter1s brigades marched iD 

line of battle. Kellogg. who held the post of danger. had 

his command move in colmm 'by regiments. In the event of a 

Conf'ederata attack, Kellogg OIOuld qu.lck~ depl.oy h1.s sold1.ers 

to the right and re8l". A.f'ter detaohing a strong ferae of 

sld.rm1shers to keep the Rebels occupied. Crawford I a division 

marched ott toward the west. 

As soon AS the divisinn was vell on its way, the 

off'iC8l'"s 1n Charge of" the sk1rlII1sher.s reaasemblad their men. 

Tbey then hastened off to rejoiJl their units. The 

Conf'ederataa, however, made no eCf'ort. to £ollow the V Corps .. 67 

llaneral Warren' 8 8UOOrt., a.t'ter the departure of" the 

corps, retired. along the "wood roAd" toward the plank road. 
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The cavalrymen had the task of turning back al1Y men or suppJoy 

wagons that had. l"rIt received infQrmation regarding the V 

Corps' withdrawal .from the ,bite Oak road. 

~"arren remained wi th Orawf'ord until ai'tar the hA'oo 

of the division had tu:moo into the Crump road. Convinced by 

this ttrua that he had been 8Uccess£U~ in his ef~orts to 

disengage his corps, Warren lef't Crawford. Accompanied by 

his staff", Warren rode ,forward and joined Or.1f'.fin. It was a 

little after 9 a. m. wr-en IltU"l"Gn reached Gr1ft'1n's command 

pG.~. 6S 

At J. Eu1sseau' a, Gr.i£t'1n t 9 vanguard. encountered 

Devinta cavalry division, which was advancing up the Adams 

eontaot 'rfi th Sheridan I s cavalry. C'rrif'.f1n stopped his 

division and reported to General Sheridan as directed.. 

Sheridan ordered Or1t"t"in tn halt h1.s troops, .... them, and 

-anif. ~ orders. !be bodies ot" the men and the horses 

ld,l.led. in 7Uster<la.v' s t"ighUng were I!JQatt.erad about the area. 

A aol.d1er in the ~leth PeJUlBY1Van1a reoal..l.ad that, as the 

ef.Ilumn came tn a hal.t~ 

General Sheridan and hJ.a staft 
emerged. tro-In a neighbor1.ng wood. His 
appearance had not become i'mrrj 1 i ar t& the 
soldiers of the 5th Corpa, *1" had they 



yet bean 1n;pressed .-l1th that personal 
magnetism which roused all figl)Ung man 
w1.th whom he canlO in \!ontact. 09 

:oJben Sheridan rode up, he asked Chamberlal.n where 

Warren wan. To this ~nquiryl Ch.uo.berlain replied. that he 

thought '.larren was at the rear o:f the eolUlllt!. 

"That's just \ffiare I should expect. him. to bet". 

said Sheridan. (..rarren's: reaaon for 1::oeing at the rear while 

disengaging his I!orps has already been discussed.) The 

,'l'arren's subordinates could mt be considered produotive o~ 

good. d1sc1:pl1ne. aven 11' there had been a sha40w oE U'uth in 

:\. t. Thl'! officers and men of' the V Corps. however. knew 

d1f"f'erent.~. "'Jarren WItS never the one to be in the rear 

when there NIlS a fight g").1.ng on. {/ben anyone wanted. to find 

him during a battle, they had to go to the f'ront Una to do 

it.n 70 

Or1tr1n. In accordancu wi th Sheridan's instructions. 

south of J. Bo1eaeau t a. h'bon Warren joined GrU'!'in, he 

learned. that Ayres' d1.v1s:ion WQS eoncent,rtlted about three-

Crawford 1 s soltU.era reached. J. Boisseau' s shortly att.er Warren. 
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';'h0 divitJ~"Oh ha.lted, :Uxl Crawford allo',.1ed. his [:len to prP.PQrO 

their breakfast. !Uld rest. 71 

"""'hile ",Jarren was converSing with Griff'in arxl. 

'. ... 8i tin;:.~ fer instruotions i"rom Sheridan. a etaf'f off'"icer rode 

up. tho tlide handed "oiarren a mAssage signed by Chief' of" 

';t.a.ff ""iehb. Glancing at t.he dispatch. ,'arran learned that, 

as snon tl.S t.he V Corps rendezvoused ,oi th t..~e eaV'alry. he was 

to report to Sheridan f'or orders.. rUrtherrnore, General 11eade 

wanted Aarren to suhnit a progress report. It was a little 

before 9130 '<It:en H'.is CQlltllIUnication was delivered to ';arran. 72 

General '''ebb had silned this order D. t 6 a. m. At 

the samtl time, Beade had sent n. telegrmn. to Grant. Meade had 

cant'!:ludod hi.s messag& wit.h the.'if' \.turds. ~''';arren will be at or 

tV""ll" ntnwi.ddia soon 1rt:ilh his \ihole corps ",,00 will %"eC1uire 

furthOl" order9.n 73 

In the ab!\lsnoe of eyldotl.!:!e to the oontrary. these 

dispatohes indicate that General \oIarren was responaible to 

!-Ieade up unt.11 6 0' olock on April 1. Up until then, ... arren 

'"had met the intEmt10ns and. expectations of his collSlllaJld1.nc 

off'1cer? r.ro had even exceeded. or anticipated. them". Two 

divisions of the V Corps reported to Sheri,dan by or before? 

a. m. _ two and one-half hours before the receipt of ',Jebb's 

6 o'eloek corttllUnication. 74 
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request. Ee reported thl1t the V Corps had crossed Gravelly 

:-tun a.nd was massed at J .. Boisseau's. Harren j'.X)inted out that, 

wh:ile he hadn't met Sheridan "personally". Grii'.fin had spoken 

with th~ cavalry leader. Delighted by his success in 

disengaging his o:'}rps. ·..Jarren informed h~adquarters. "The 

enet!W' did not f''ollow with a single man when we lef"t the ·:.'h1te 

Oak road this morningM. Harren also broached the subject of 

re_victualing his command. He believed that his troops could 

draw rations by way of the Boydton plank road .. 75 

;..Tarren's failure to report dlrectly to Sheridan 

lIli.ght have been a contributine factor to his rt111e£ later in 

the da;r.. Colonel, ?orler vns "posiUve that this delay in 

I"eport1.ng was very annoying to Sheridan". Several other 

CQD1!'Ilentatore e.l.so subserlbeci to this view. In taot. after 

resting tq,r S6Ve't'al hours. it seems to havn occurred to 

:"arren that it m1ght be a good idea to have an interview with 

Sheridan. About. U a.. tn .. t when he finally contacted the 

cavalry leader _ 'liarren pronounced his manner 1If'r i..endJsr and 

cordial". At this t1;no. Sber1dan was dismnunted. After the 

two nfficors had conversed for a few minutes, Sheridan ¢a4led 

for his horse and rode ort toward tho frent. FolloH:ing 

~heridants departure. 1arrar! rejoined his oonanand. 76 
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}~t tor a daring coup carried out by three 

m.eJI'lbers of the 16th MlolUg:m. the soldiers of the V Corps 

spent a quiet lIXlrnlng. Not knowing that the V Corps had been 

withdrawn. !"rom the !hi te Oak road. the threH M10tdganders 

passed to the west of the II Corps I picket line. The 

soldiers pLumed. to rejoin the~ regiment. which was assigned 

to Bartlett's brigade. EnOO\Ult.er1ng a captain and 14 men of 

the 16th North Carolina Cavalry Battalion, the Y21'Ikees f'orced. 

the SoutherrlOl"S to surrender. Aooompanied by their prisoners. 

the blueooat3 rejoinBd their regi.ment south o£ J. Boisseau's. 7? 

Following the receipt o£ Meade's directive 

ordering the n Corps to fall baok and occupy the 

fort1i'1oations covering the Beydton plank road. ~eys 

drafted an order calculated. to implement his superior's 

decision. 'nle retZ"ogt"estdve movelllSnt was to begin on the 

right by' Hayal am Mottls divisions. These two tUdts were 

s~ to retire at 3130 a. m. ~Sl division on the 

extreme rlgbt would QOOUP;Y iii. 11ne extending from ArmstJ'ong' s 

Mill to the Tqlor bouse; Mott I 9 command in the eetrt.er was to 

hOld the rif'le pita between the Taylor and Rainey oousas. 

General HLles' div1rlon on the lei"t. was to £aU back into the 

trenches <:overing the Boydton plank road. HUes I lett t'hnk 
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""QuId rg,'lt DM GravelJ.y Run, while his right. .flank held "the 

return" .. This dupat.oh vent out from oorps headquarters at 

At the st1p.llated. hour, Colonel Olmsted (whose 

brigade had been sh1f"ted. to the lef"t on the previous 

af'ternoon to occupy t.be rUle pitt, vacated tv Pes.roe's troops;' 

IINstered his oommand.. By 6 0 I clDuk, Olmsted I 8 had rep,:,rted 

to General Hay". The division ooD!llLal"Jdel" had Olmsted's 

soldiers reoccu.py the trenches on the 191'1;. of Hclvor's 

79 
brigade. which they had formerl;y held. 

Throughout the morning and early af't.el'l»OD. Ha;ys' 

dlvi.s1on tock 1t eas;y. At this time, Hays had. two br1gades 

McIvor's and OlIut.ed's _ in the trenohea. and one in reserve, 

Srqyth·s .. About 2 p. tn., Hays issued instructions .for Mclwr 

a!'ld Olmsted to see 11" they could advance thsir l.1nes closer 

to the Conf'ederQt.e main line or res1stance. Covered qy a 

strong skirm1sh line, the two hri¢adea .,nt8Sed t"orward. 'I'he 

Conf'ederate out-posts were easll;y driven in. All. toJ.d.. the 

Yankees advanced their line about. :3(0)'W"da. On the right., 

MoIvor' 61 brigade was in contaot. with the XXIV Corps on the 

east. a:We..Dl Hataber ' B RVlI. 1"0 SQOUre the1r ga1ne. Mclvor' s 
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and Ollllstad t s troops quickly th1"'ew up n new line of earthworks. 

5lttWth's brigade lI'Dved up and ocoupied the trenches t"f:'lcently 

Vl:lcated by Dllllsted's troops. The ground gained by Haysi 

blueclads on the afternoon of the lst would be used by the 

d1 vision as its jurap1ng oft' point when i t ~ved against Fort 

PoweU. The attack on this stronghold was scheduled for 4-

a. III. on the 2d. 80 

Mott' fJ divisiOn returned. ntbout 8.l1Y inc:ident 

l-rortqy or note to the position which it had held on the 

prev10ua morning. Upon reocoupying the breastworlts 'between 

the Rainey and Ta;ylor houses, lofott placed McAl.l1.ster'. and 

Pe~t:els troops in the roitle pitsl De Trobriandts bMgade was 

81 
posted in reserve. 

Miles start.ed. pu.lling bis troops back !'rom the 

ground Itlbich they had seized. nf'Ar tho Wh1 te Oaks roa.d at 

3'30 a. m.. The eonf'ederat.es made no effort to haloeS8 MU.es' 

infant.ryln9n as they ret.1red.. Acaord1ng:q. the vi thdrawal 

went 'Ott aa schet1uled. ".oIhen he :reached. the Boydtcn plank 

road. !Jf1lee placecl Scott-'s brigade on the left. Scott, who 

'.fOuld protect. the n Corps I la.rt. tl..ank. reeted hia lett. on 

Gravelly RIm. General Ramsey's briga.de held the rUle pita 
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on the right of Scott's csmmand. The brigade oommanded by 

General Madill held "the return" on the right or Ramsey' 5 

blu"'lcoats. Mndlll's right flank was in cont;o.ct with 

MeAl.lister' fl l"ft at the Rainey house. Hilos' other brigade, 

NUgent's, wns held in reserve .. t'ul"ing the day, Nugent's 

enmmam was called upon to furnish lurge fatigue deUlils for 

, 82 
work ~n the fcrtifieatlona. 

Not wishing to waste the day oompletely. Miles ssW' 

that his men were supplied with ra.tions and amDlt.lnltion.. In 

addi.tion, the brigade commanders were directed to inspect 

their units to insure that their men l 3 arms and accoutrements 

were in order. 63 

·;1th the exception of one batterJ. the U Corps I 

artiller,y was not engaged on the 1st. Shor~ attar daybreak. 

the cannoneers of" ~a.ttel'Y 13, lst Rhcd& Island. which was in 

pos! lion at the Crow house. opened tire on Fort. Po ..... ll.. nae 

Rebels replied. A.N.er a short duel, the artil.l.ery teU 

silent.. rw-1lIg the late afternoon, Battery B. lat New Jsrsey 

WQS again placed. in battery near the Rainey house. Sino. an 

umtasy quiet had s-ett.lecl. over Humphreys' sector, the V Corps' 

art1l.l.ery ..... _wh1ch was temporarl.q attached. to the II Corps, 

remained parked throughout the day. 84 
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By the evening or the 31st. the l.ast of the trains 

belsnl!:ing 'to the A:rrrw o~ the Potomac had ercsS"ed Rowanty 

Creek. As soon as the l.!!st wagon ha.d reaohed the west bank 

of thllr creek, General Mackenzie relayed this infonnation to 

Genera 1 :.mads. At the sBJJI.e time. ?1Aekenz1e ~ue8ted. a fl"e/;:lh 

ass!gmnent. 85 

When Grant. learned. that Maoken=.1e l s divi.sion was 

look1ng tor work, he ordered Ord to _nd the unU to 

Dinwldd.1e Court House. 86 Upon the receipt or Grant t a 

telegral'l, Ord. iBsued instructions for MacKenzie "to get ott 

908 soon 1n the morning 4S possible". 87 Grant was not 

Ba,tisf'1ed w1 th this DtOve on Drd t 8 pert. A terae meaea.ge went 

out under Grant's signature. "1 wQnt Mackenzie to go to-n1ght. 

It HllI.Y be too late to_morrow morning." 88 Qrant also informed 

Meade of" his: plana to rush Mackenzie to Sheridan's assistance. 89 

I;t was too late. however, to ohange Mackenzie IS 

orders. Accord1ngl,y. Maokencls's division did not get Wlder 

w:q tt.nt.U early on the !llOrm.ng of the lat.. It W'Qs about :31)0 

o I clock when Mackene.!.e' s troopers 'broke oamp and cn-osued 

J;"oads. the--hard-rlding troopers headed tor D:lnw1ddie Court 

90 
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THE BATTIE OF FIVE FORKS 

Notes on Part VI 

The V Corps Reports to Sheridan 

1 Q. R •• Series I. Vol. XLVI, pt. It 817. 

2 l£l4. 

) l.QM. •• 82l; Charles H. Porter. "The F1..fth Corps at the 

Battle of F1.ve FQrks", Papers- 2!. !J:m. Military H1stgrlgal 

Sowty 2L. HisM9husettl. VI. 239; Hiltoa 2.t: ~ .Qe.m 

ExohangJ Regiment, 511-512. Bartl.ett.·s Was the largest 

brigade .1n Gri:Uin's diVision. At this time, Bartlett's 

brigade mLlBtered nearq 2,SCO officers and men, So far. in 

the Five Forks C&lllpa1.gn~ Bart.lettts troops had not been 

seriouslJr engaged. Three o~ Bart.lo~t'B regiments, however, 

were on detaehed duty at the time that the brigade was 

crde~ to maroh to Sheridan's assistance, 

4 Porter,"'1'he FU'th Corps at the Battle o£ Five Forks". 

239-240; 51. Ji. t Series It Vol. X!YI. pt. I. 821. 

5 Porter, '''The FUth Corps at the Battle of Five Fork,,". 240. 

6 .Ib.UL.J-Q .. R •• Serle. It Vol .. XDfI. pt.. It 821. 

7 ,g,. ll., Ser1ea It Vel. XUTI. pt. III. )6). 
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s Illl.!i •• )64. 

9 IlI.lo!!.. , 338. 

10 Th.1.4 •• 364. 

11 2.. R •• Series I, Vol. xurr I pt. I. 817. 

12 1£!£ •• 8lB, 820~ 3ince the pl.ank road was the direct 

rQu.t.e over wHch Sher1.dan communicated. with arant, 1t seems 
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THE S: .. T7I.E OF FIVE ?OK/cS 

Part VII 

The Battle 

A little before 10 p. m. on the J1st, General 

Pickett r~eEllved a.n ilIlportant p1.eoe af news from General 

Munford. The oavalry offioer's scouts had captured two 

soldiers from ;..Jsrren's frunillar V Corps. These infantrymen 

belonged to Bartlett's brigade. W'hUh had pushed southwestward 

tl-Olll the ,{hite Oak r-oad and oooup1ed the high ground at Dr. 

Boisseau's. '!'he position held. by this Fodera! unit was north 

of Gravolly Run and on t.he l,ooft "'00 rear or N.eket.t's task 

foroe. It is uncertain whether Pickett knew the exact 

locati~n or Bartlett's command. Nevertheless, tho general 

decided that it 'WOuld be ul1lf'1se for his troops to try to hold 

the ground gained in the day's fighting. 

Aooord1.ng to Fltz tee, Pickett belleved that 

Bartlett's l::tr1gade was spearheading an advance of tho entire 

V Corps. Pickett had already determined that Sheridan's 

cavalry ~~d Dimdddie Court House in force. Now, to l'!lake 

ma.tters worse, he knew th.<lt the Union leaders were rushing 
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i nfnntry to .'Jheridnn I g assistance. Coni'ronted by this 

3ituati~n. P1.ckett felt th~t he should mt expose his force 

needlessly. It was tetter, he concluded, to take position 

whf:'.re h,"! could disehnrge his principal duty. -"hieh 'Wa.s to 

affo%"d prtltection tr) tho right flank of the krrrry of Northern 

Virginia and the approaches to the Southside Railroad.. 1. 

Consequently. orders were issued tor the tnsk force 

to pull back~ T~ wi thdra.wal was slated to start at 4 a. m. f 

and ',wuld follow tho line of the previouB day's adVance. By 

the hour fi.xed {-cr the return m.aroh. '.. t wns A.pparent to 

Pickett and. his "frlcers that. their left was being threaten6d 

by anothel" Union column (~tJs' divi5ion) pushing down the 

Boydton plank rooo. .ls Ii result of the usual delays 

associated with brealdng oamPt it was daybreak (aoout .5 a. m.) 

before the last of Pickett's five infantry brigades (Carsels) 

beean t() slog northward through the lIlUd. General Hunford 18 

troopers covered the rear o£ Pickett's retreating column. At 

the smne t.1me. Roonsy Lee'$' and Rosaer1a div1aiona recrossed 

ChambiEfrlain's Bed. and returned to J'1ve Forks by way of Little 

Five Forks. 2 

-sheridar'l'" vangu.a.rd (Custer's division) nipped at 

the heels of the retreating column. Even though the Federals 
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failed to attack. thl"? always remained in sight ot" close 

enough tn know what was transpiring. Sheridan, however. 

neither tried to force a fight nor to cut o£r the Rebel 

guns and trains which had started .fet' ~'ive Forks at 2 a. m. 3 

The artillery had an unevent.ful march through the 

spring TlIUrl ani by suhl"ise was parked on the ground. it. had 

occupioo before yesterdayt 8 engagement. Hungry gunners. 

find'ing 1'D rations. had to rob their horses of sorne of the 

animals I corn. Parched. over tho fire. the corn consti tut.ed 

tru. art.illsr1st.s t breakfast.. Pickett probably fared no 

better.. Even so I he brought back all his wound-eel. and h1a 

rejl.r guard (Munford's division) watched Sherida.n's movements 

closely. The Federals. P10kett ooncluded, at the moment did 

not aim to turn his r-ight. :flank. Instead, they appeared to 

w-ant. to push a force between his task force and Anderson I til 

earps on his lef't. SUbsequently. Pickett. recalled "that he 

sent Lee a telegram to this effect and asked. that a dlvera1cn 

be made to prevont h1s isola Uon. It 4 

WheJ'l the 1nfantry reached. Five Forks during the 

forenoon. Pickett sent his wagons across Hat.cher's Run. He 

would 1l1scr-have deployed his task £orca on. the north bank of 

the stream., Pickett. recaJ.led, had he not received a telegram 



rr";~l Lee urging him to, "Hold ?ive forks at all hazards. 

Protect road to Ford. 1 a Depot and preVent Union ferees !'rom 

st.rild.ng the Southside Railroad. Regret exceedingly your 

toreed withdrawal. and your 1~abil1ty to hold the ruiva.ntage 

you had gni.ned. n 

This message was. in :! sense, justU"leatlon for the 

course Pickett had pursueds Lee recogro.zed tha.t the 

withdrawn! had been forced. At the marne time, the telegratD 

from GHQ rorbade R farther retreat, for oompelling reasons. 

It Five Forks were abandoned and the 'ederals were able to 

reach the Southside Railroad and cut the wagon roads leading 

to the west along the south bank of the Appomattox. all wauld 

be lost. Again, if Pickett's i:.Rsk torce gave \lp Five Forks, 

the numerloalJ,y superior Unionists wt>uld be able to pass to 

the westWQrd along the White Oak roa.d, circle the headwatere 

of Hatcher's Run. and turn the eontederate right £l.ank. The 

poSition at Five Forks was weak. in itself; bu.t. at;-ateg1oall3". 

itwu t 118 l'lOst b:port.ant on that sector of the .front. It 

simpq had to be dot._. 5 

?ieket:t. obed1.Bnt~ ha~ted at aVG Forks. He wrote 

8ubsequentl;y that he assumed his telegram. aoncerning hiB 

withdraval had 'been rece:1.ved. at aruw headquarters. 
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Aceording]"y. Pickett believed that [se. in addition to making 

a d1ver!Jion in his favor. ;:muld send. him reinforcements. 

Operating on these aBSWIlptians. Pickett "may not have been 

vigi18nt or oareful in deploy'ing: his troops to meet possible 

attaek that dayp. 6 

The ganell"nl posted P-Ooney Lee's cavalry division on 

the right, along the west ooundar:: of G1l.l..1.am.'s field. On 

his lett. ?1ckctt placed a reg1.ment of atnf'ord's mounted 

division _ the 8th Virginia Cavalry. This un1t was to 

:naintain ¢Qntact with Brigadler General ""il.l.1a.m P. Roberts' 

under strength l::rigade. Roberta' coMllllUld picketed the area. 

between Pickett's lef't. and. the Confederate tort1.i'1aaUons 

covering the junction of the Claiborne and Wh1.te Oak roads. 

Roberts' troopers were stout .righters 'but.. Uke most of tho 

Cont"ederat.6 organizations. the brigade had an acute shortage 

of experienced. fiel.d. o.f'£ioers. A strongw" bM.gade should 

have been given this assignment. 7 

'the Cont'ederate main line of re8i$tance CQvering 

Five Forks W'8.S held by the five infantry brigades ot Pickett's 

task foroe. General Ransom's North Carolina brigade or 

Johnson' 0 division waa posted on the len. To attord 

protection to his la£t flank whioh was rest.ine; in the air. 
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Ransom refused it. General :'allace's South Carol1.na 'brigade 

joined Ransom on the right. Next, and extcnding as far west 

as Five Forks, was steuart's brigade. To Steuart's right was 

Mayo I S Qommand. Beyond Mayo. as the right flank element, was 

Corse's brigade. Corse's, Mayo's, and Steuart's brigadfls 

hailad from Virginia. Two of these three units (Mayo's and 

8 
Steuart's) had ooen with Pickett at GettysbUrg. 

Except fnr the refused left flank, Pickott's main 

Una of resistance paralleled the "ih1.te Oak road.. The 

frontage held WU8 about one mile and three-quartel"s 1n length. 

To etrengthen their position. the Confederate ofr-leers had 

their men dig in, Peg;rccn t a six guns were p1a.oed a.long the 

line wherever the cannoneers could find. fields of: fire in the 

wooded. count.ryside. Throe o( Pegram's piecss were unlimbered 

on Corse'e right; the remainder were j'llaced. in batt.ery at 

Five Forks. The .four gune: manned by t.l-te oannoneers of 

Captain William M. :1cGregcr I s Battery' were sent to Oeneral 

Ransom. 9 

'I'he rema1.nUig units o£ MUnford t s divis.ion were 

stationed along the Ford's Churoh Road, wh:!.ch led northward 

to the raiiroad. Rosser's division. which would constitute 

Plek9tt 1:9 strategic reserve. was posted nDrth of Hatcher' 8 
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TZun. In addltion. Rosser'" tro:)pe!'s would wa.tch the train. 

His division had been given this assignment. Rosser recalled. 
10 

beeauso the sore-backed, hard-ridden horses needed attention. 

P'..1lny years later. at ·!lan-en's eoart martial, Fitz 

Lee explained w~ the Confedera.tos had luade their dispositions 

along the \!hi te Oak road with less care than usual. :..es 

reealled: 

:4hen 'ofe moved towards F~e J:1orkl!l.., 
hearing nothing: !lX)r@ of .... L'tIarren I AI 
1ntantry I til nlDVO which we had heard of 
the night betore. r thought that the 
roovements just there. for the time being, 
were suspended. and we wel"G not expecting 
any attaok that af'-wrnoQn. so f'ar as I 
know. Our throwing up works and t.a1d.ng 
?Osition were 5impJ.y Hoot-al matters of 
%Il111tary Pl"90Alltion. 

Fitz Ise believed. that bis troopers and Piokett's 

lnf"antr-.! could handle 8!'\Y thr\e.t. by Sheridan's caval.ry. If 

the Union infantry lett. their lines to suppsrt. Sheridan. then 

a. corresponding force frolll Anderson's corps .... -ould be rushed 

to Five Forks. Suoh WflS the reasoning of Fit: I.se as well as 

12 
of Pickett. 

Either 1I'1t.z Lee and Pickett. were ignorant. of the 

det.ails ot-_the battle Qf ~te Oak road, or they failed to 

realize its sigft1tlcance. Anderson t It corps was reduoed by 

the losses sui".tere4 in t.he bit.ter f'ighUong on the 31st, and 
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two of itB four m-ir;ades were already serving with .?ickett. 

It was in no oond1tlon to render :any further assistance to 

the forces on its right. Apparently. however, neither Fitz 

Lee !'.OJ." P10katt realized t!1i9. Along ,,"ith the rest cf the 

Arnw 0f Northern Virginia, th~J cherished the general 

belief __ a belief which helped to crea.te a special a§prit .94 

~ __ that Lee somehow could contrive t.o achieve the 

"impaBslb1e~. even though. in this ease, the line was 

stretchad. to the breaking point. 13 

The good showing made by his infantry in the battle 

of :,,'hite Oak: road on the 31st had not deQeiV«i General lee. 

He' realized. on the lllDrning of th$ lst that the $1 tuntion was 

growing increasingly gr''lve. even though his troops still 

gri.ml;y" heM the Peteroburg lines, When he acidre6lseQ a letter 

to President Jefferson Davis, lee explained. toot .,hen the 

Federals hild extended. their lines to DillW1dd1e Court House 1 

it had out thf,ll Army oi" Northern Virgj.nia. off' .from. the depot 

at Stol'G" Creek. The general reminded the President tMt the 

Eoress tor the aJ"!I37l S cavalry had .tOl"ll'lerly been delivered to 

that POint. 

Furtherrr~re. it would now be more diftiault to give 
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up Peternburg. because _:heridan's rapid advance had deprived 

Lea of the use of' tha :hits Oak :road. ::'roM his po"ition at 

Dinwiddie Court House, Sheridan could sweep around Lee's 

right flank and cut both the Southside and the Richmorxl and 

l)anville'Railroads. "ThiS". in Lee's opinion. "bl1ged the 

... Confederates "to prepare for the necessity of evacuatlng 

[ihe1ij position on the James Hiver at once, and. also to 

consider the beet means of accomplishing it. and oW" f'Uture 

course," There was no longer any hope. tee len. 'Davis to 

infer. that time remained for a slow removal of suppUes .from 

R1.ehmond. He would llke to have the President' 1:'1 views on the 

subject. lee concluded, The general. however. f"elt that the 

situation was 80 dark thAt his continued. presence at 

Petersburg was necessary. If ai thar the President or 

Seoretary of :4ar Breckinridga oould COll:l;e to PetEQ."'sburg for a 

conference, lee WQuld be happy. 14 

Shortl;y after Lee had drafted this meNage, he 

received the 1I'l88sage fl"Om Pickett tolling of the forced 

withdrawal from the vicinity or Dinwiddie Court House. This 

was bad news, u,oking at his map. Lee saw that it WItS onJ,y 

seven and one_half m1~es frmn Di.rnrl.ddle Court House tn the 

Southside Railroad.. If' the railroad were to be aaved. 
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?ickett CClUl:i not. afford to give ground. Lee accordingly 

sent his. "Hold Five Forks at all hazards" comrounicatlon to 

?iekett. 15 

The one cI"O..;,;eet. of sav1.ng a deaperat.e situation 

continued to be the possibillty that Grant Illif:ht blunder and 

expose his "arnw group" to a Confederate eounterstroke. Lee 

aacordingl,y ;ll"oceeded to strengthen his position as far as 

pt"DQ:tlcable with artillary. He acted on the sound prinC:lple 

t.hat this vas the first essential to going over to the 

of'fenslve in case Grant made a Dliatake. 16 

Bl"igad1er General Wlll1.anl N. Pendleton, !sets chief' 

of' artillery. ""as ordered to trans!'er to the Petersburg linea 

a part. of the reDene artillery. Seven guDS belonging to 

lJ.eutenant Colonel William T. Poague's battalion which hnd 

been held 1n reserve near the Howlett Une vere tran.sferred 

to the Pet.ersbllrg :front. These guna ware parked behind the 

sector held ttY Gordon's CQrps .. 17 

At th.1a time, Gordon's soldiers were nry alase to 

tho breaking point, inasmuch all' more thlln one_halt' of them 

had. to be continuously on duty. 18 

Beyond Gonion' 3 right 1"laM. A. ? Hill, who had 

returned that morning from an uncotrlplated. sick leave. reawzted 
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leaderr;hip of a corps that was little more than a sha,do1·r of 

itself'. All. of" Gordon's troops, plus t.'13.t part of' Hill's 

DOrpS east of .'rlxIstrong's :'!ill. now numbered only about 

11,OOC strong. They oDQUpied _ it could rot be $a1.d they 

held _ fully II miles of ft-ont, !'rom the Appomattox to 

Hateher's Run. 19 

tea knew tha.t this attenuation Df his line was a 

desperate gamble with ruin, especially at 3. tima when P1ekett 

vas rotreating. To make matters worse, Ccm"ederate patrols 

ftOW captured troops belonging to the XXIV Corps. This was 

the t'1rst de.f1nlte inf"ormatlon that lee had re:OG1ved that at 

l$ .. st a part of the Anrty ot the James had slipped. away from 

lDngstreet and crossed the James River, lee was quick 1:.0 aot 

on t.his inform..lion. Tho general reasoned. that. 1.:f the xxIV 

Corps had reinforced the Arnw o.f the Potomac in front of 

Petersburg, and. no other units had taken ita! pJ.a.ce. thEm. 

Long8t.reet GOuld. go over to the at-tack and £orce Cll-ant to 

transfer troops baak to the northside. If, however. 

Longstreet cUd. not tBfll he could auC08sstully launoh an 

assault. he could dispatoh part. of hie corps to strengthen 

the Petersburg .front. A telegram preaen'tlng these 

alterlUltlves to t.ngstreet left t.ee·s headquarters on the 
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ni of tho 1st. 20 ')101" ng 

Having completed his morning l:'l businei!J3 at £ll"llW 

h~adquarters. lee rode over to Anderson's OOl'lJ.UlOlnrl post. The 

general wanted to [l!!It a rust-hand view o£ operations in that 

sector. Reaohing the £ront. Lee learned. that the Federals 

had "d1snppeAl'ed. !'rom th~ vicinity of the '.hite Oak road". 

SOOUh sent out by General Johnson had returned with the 

information that tho Yankees had moved to the west, in the 

direotion o-r General Pickett's £'ront. So £ar a8 tho records 

2l. show, Lee heard nothing nora from Pickett. 

;1'hile waiting at Anderson's headquarters, .tee 

reoelved a 'telegram. from lDngstreet. nOld Petel!. rep,qing to 

rae's earlier oomunmioat1on, announced. that Colonal Robert. 

Ould had told him that the Union t.rQops rema.1ning north of 

the Ja1ll9s were Negroes. At tJrl.a very l'IIiDlte. Longs'b-eet 

Gbsorved, his scouts were ~ing to veri£,y this informat1on, 

Sinoe he beliaved the Onion gunboats would. f'ruetrat.e a~ 

offensive aotlv1t1es ~hioh his eorps might undertake, 

tongstreet thought it wou.ld be bett.er it' he used the troops 

that could be spared to reinforce the Southside. 22 

-Answar1ng Longstreet I is te1egrarn., Lee direoted ItOld 

Pete It to get ready to "lith tl!roops to PetersWrg in case tho 
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scouts were able to oont"irm Colonel OU].d' s report. 

La~r in thf:l dll.V. lee learned that General Roberts I 

'brigade had captured several L'nion oavalrymen. Se8l"ching the 

priSOn9rs. the Confederates found th~J had letters in their 

saddlebags which identified. them as belonging to the Uth 

Pennsylvania CaValry". a unit assigned to the division led by 

General Kautz. (At this time~ the cavalry divi.sion formerly 

led by Kaut:z was COPlJlUlooed. by Mackenzie.) Consequently I lee 

fired oft a w1.re to ll>ngstreet ask1ng hiIll to asce-rtaln what 

mounted unita were (In the northside. l&tngstreet sent Gary'S 

brigade t.o investigate. "Old. Pete'" s theory was "that 

Gell8ral Sheridan may have taken Kautz'a oavalry .. aa they were 

fresh I and lef't Q. rx>rt-ion of his own in their place It • 

(longstreet was wroag in his oontention.. All. of Sheridan '8 

oorps had crossed. the Jmnes on the night of Maroh 26.) 2, 

In aQdition to th(l 9l11U.g overoonf"idence of Fit!. Lee 

and. Pickett. and their lack ~f undarstand1ng of the dread 

tmmed1aay of the crisls. another factor entered the picture. 

It. 1s probable that tho thU'd. consideration, a Vf8rY human lOne. 

led ntz Lee and Pickett to 488UI1le that "genera~ precaution" 

sufficed. --

Bef'ore being recalled to FiVe Forks t General Rosser 
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had spent n day on the Nottoway ~iver. The shad had been 

running in the st.rea..~. With a borrowed seine, the YOLlng 

general had made a fine catch. 3cme of these he had plaoed 

in his headquarters ambulance and brollght with him to Five 

Forks. As soon as Rosser was ordered to post his divi~ion 

north of Hatcher I ,'0 Run, he arrange<! to have the fish oleaned 

and split. Next. the shad were plaoed on stioks in mnt of 

a briuk fire. 24 

usured "that this would pI"ov1d. a PlGal deleoctable 

at any time and incred1ble 1n the ~ days of bone ... ~ 

war". Rosser invited. Pickett and. Fib lee to the shad.bake. 

R~ and probabI.v half' wet. Piokett gratefully accepted. 

He prottr1aed. to join his hoat. at the designated place 1n one 

hour.. Fitz lee. wi.th EK'lual satisfaction, also accepte4. 

Ne1 thaI" general lost arar time in preparing to keep h1.5 

appc1ntment.. 2, 

It was after 2 o'clock when Fits Lea swung into his 

saddle. But before the general st.a.rted ~or the shad_bake. 

General Hanford galloped up on a foam-flecked horse and 

handed Lee a dispatch £'roll!. Lieu.tenant '~ B. Grahaln ot the 

8th Virginia Cavalry. (The lieutenant's unit had been given 

the task of maintain1r\g contact between the le£t -flank of' 

14 



Pickett 1 S main line of resistance 11M liobert.$' brigade.) 

,\ocordi.ng to Graham's story, Roberts' brigade had been 

attacked and overpowered by the Yankees (Mackana1.e's division) 

east of :five P'orks~ Roberta' brigad", had been shattered by 

this onslaught. Some of the North Carolln1ans had been 

driven back on Anderson's lines guarding the junction of the 

Claiborne and ·,.J\lite oak roads I the rest had fled. westward and 

. M 
oarriad the tidings of the disaster to Graham' I!l unit .. 

U this In:f'ormatlon were correct, then Sheridan had 

reached the t.Jlrl.te Oak road and had severed the direct. Una of 

communioation between Pickett's task fnroe and Anderson's 

corps. The "isolation" dreaded by Pickett "'as a rea.llty. 

Re1n1"aroements. if 6ent. to him, would have to cut their w~ 

through a Uman roadblock. 27 

Fits I.ee \lias either "impatientJJ hu.ngI"y or 

uncriUca~ skeptical" .. He read the dispatch and remarked. 

"\<Iell, MuntorG, I wish you ~uld go over in person at once 

and see what t.h.ill Means and, if neoessary. order up your 

Division and let me hear i"rom you." 'd!th that, the chief of 

eavaJ.ry- rode of£. Short.ly thereaf'ter, Munf'ord saw Fit.~ I.ee 

~nd Pickett: ridil')g up the Ford's Chur'ch road. together toward 

Hatcher' I!I Run. At this time. Munf'Qrd knew nothing of the two 
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major generals' destination or of their reason for being 

The ~ departure r)f the two senior 

O.friC$rB for a point approximatel,y one and one_fourth miles 

!"rom the f'ront left. Rooney lee in oharge of operations. 

Rooney Lee. however. \las far out on the right and had 

Moei ved. no word that his sen10rs had lett the .t'ield .. 

Furthermore. Rooney Lee probabq had rot been told or the 

clash on the lett. in which the Union eavillry had routed 

Roberts' brigade. The senior among tha cavalrymen fac1.ng the 

. toe who had struck Roberts t N()rth Carolinians was Mnntord. 

Since F1 tz Ise had been QCtinc as ohief' or oavalry, Hu.ntord 

had been in Marge of the Firat Division. The infantry, in 

the absence o:f ?1.ckett. had "Maryland~ steuart as their 

CGmmander. Colonel Pegram was the razUdng art.il.l.er1st 011 the 

f'1eld. 29 

None ot these men (ltooney Lee. Munf'ord, Steuart. or 

PelP"am) kIlev that Pickett and Fit;. Lee had ridden to the rear. 

The shad-bake was a SQc1.al .seoret. Since the food. was . 
abundant. the af"tUr was slow and. daUberata. as every .feast. 

should be. If there was "something to drink". it pro"ba.blJ,r 
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hest tate to indulge even in the presence of the enemy. If 

the tMee gQnerals (Plok!ltt. F1h tee. and Rosser) preceded 

or followed their dinner with II littl.e whiskey or brandy. 

there was no evidence, then or thereaJ.'t.&l". that aqy of the 

trio was inebriated. ,0 
The time slipped by rtpleatlUl"abl,y". WhUe the 

generals wez'e stUl p1cld.ng the bones from the broiled. shad, 

tlm p1akets dashed up. RsporUng to the high ranklng 

ott1cte1"8. they announced that the Yankees were Ildvanoi.ng on 

a 11 the roads t.ha t tho task force was guarding. Rosser 

reoalled; 

These reports were made to Pickett 
and to Lee And 90S the position a.t !i'ivlJ 
Forks 'Was considered as wall chosen and 
strong but litt.le attention was given to 
the E1nel1G"·S advance. I was suffering 
from my WGUnd &.nd as I was not 
~ed1ata~ 1n command ot the p1ckets I 
took :no at.eps to reinforce them. Indeed 
the p1ckets were a part of ..... LOenera.i/ 
Multord' e command and I. report1.ng d1.reat 
to General lee. and as he was present, 
te1~ little or no concern about them. 

Parbaps Roaaer 8lld his £eaatUig comrade. wer!3 the 

leas concerned. over the pickets I reports beoau.S8 there had not. 

been any ~ 01 action !'rom the h-ont i the Federals 

evidQnt~ were approaohing but were not attack1.ng. The 

17 



officers Rt the front could be expeetoo to cope w1.th any 

small seale atltione thn t might fl.are up. :31 

Shor~ ai'ter 4 o'clock, P10kett asknd :'{Oc;S$l' £or a 

oourier to take a meesaga to Five Forks. Obllgingl,y. Rosser 

afflAred two, one of whom, according to Rosser's rule, would 

ride ahead of but in sight of tho $800nd. Pickett drafted. 

his dispatch and gave it to one or the oourlers. TIley 

started down the Ford.' s Church road. Doubtless, the 

conve.raat.1on around Roeser's hospitable fire was resu:necl. 

Soon there e.ame from south of the run ~ 'blrst or rifle tire. 

In plain view, on th", other side of the stream, tho genorala 

saw the lead.1.ng Murier captured by the Federals. At the 

same rooment. a blueooateci battle line swept. toward the Ford's 

Cbul"ch road. 32 

On the night or the Jlat., OeneraJ. Sheridan I s 

headquarters were at Di.nw1dd1e Court House. ~.Jhen Sheridan 

received. word that the V CoI'p8 would report. to him. he was 

told that Warren's troops were 1n position near S. Dabne,yts# 

L001d.ng at. h18 maps. Sheridan saw that S .. Dabney's was in the 

angl.e f'orrQed 'b,y the Boydton plank and White Oak roads. 

Sheridan was o£ the op1.n1on that U' Warren had. tIlOved. 

aocording to Grant' 8 expectation, tlthare would appear to have 
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been but little chance for t.hB escape" of ?lckett's infantry 

~hieh ~as deployed in front of Dlnw1dd1e court Houso. 

Accordingly. Sheridan, at 3 a. m" dispatched his. "I am. 

holding in 1"ront of Dinwidd1.e Court. House"' IIl68saga to ":;arren. " 

In anticipation of a resumption of the fighting on 

the lst. CUster's troopers had a19pt on their arms. Custer's 

division was posted on the high ground about three_quarters 

Q r a m1l.e north of Dinwiddie Court House. About the time 

that the first streaks of dawn were appaaring on the eaatern 

bor1Eon. Custer's scouts d1aoovered that the Confederates, 

under the QOver of darkness, had. retired !'rom the Federals I 

immediate f"ront. Custer 1mmediately onfllll'lUD1oated. this 

informntion to Sheridan. J4 Upon the receipt. of' th1.s 

impOrtant intelligence. the cavalry leader oalled for General 

Merritt. Sher1dnn directed. Merritt to follow the nttreatlng 

Rebels ldth Custer's and Dev1Jl,.s.. divisions. " , 

At this t1lne. GnJoy two of Custer1s "brigades 

(Capehart's am Penn1hgton t s) were on the f191d. Wells' 

brigade 11M guarcI1.ng t.he wagon tn:1n. wh1.ch had parked tor­

the night near the juact:ion o£ the Vaughan and Monk's Nftck 

roads. Ir--staf'f' of'ficer "WaS Gent thnnder1ng o££ with 

instl"uotJ..cna t'o:r We11s to rejoin the division. CUster led 
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his men up the fId!lr.ls road. At. the junction of the .-idams and 

rI"()oks reads, CUster eneountel"OO Ayres I vanguard. So far. 

Custer's advance ha.d been unopposed. In his IIAtter Action 

Pep':lt't". Sheridnn attributed the rapid Confederate retreat in 

part to the advances ot Ayres' division. J6 

Fol.lowi.ng the appearance of wes' eolumn. '1erritt 

determined to use Custer's division to turn thf: Confedarate 

right. Since the countryside velJt Df the Dinwiddie road WIl8 

UlUJUited. tor mounted operations, Merritt had Custer dimnount 

and dep~ his troopers into line or battle. Pennington's 

brigade was fOrr.led on the right and Capehart's on the lett. 

' . .[hen Cuet..er gave the word. his troops moved forward through 

the woods. The laft flank of Capehart's brigade guided its 

movement at first on Chamberlain's Bed and later on, Bear 

Swamp. J7 

OnJ.y a ff'IW Confederates (1I1Qstly stragglers) were 

'mcounterQd 'by Cu.sterls oavalrymen as they swept ahead, On 

the: extreme left of CUster's battle line. the men of 

Capehart's brigade encountered a Confederate patrol guarding 

t.he placo where the Scot.t road ero*eed Bear Swamp. Atter a 

brief" stand, the greycl.a.ds 'beat a. hasty retreat.. The advance 

wag then renewed. and Custer'. troops were able to penetr;!f.te 
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to ' . .;ithin "averal hunC.roo yards of the Wbi te Oak road before 

again encount.ering ruw o'pposit.ion. 'IhiB t.ime. bowever, the 

aggressive Custer deoided not to attack. It was apparent to 

Custer and his men that any farther advance viOuld be bitterly 

contosted. Reconnoitering the Confederat.e :Xlsition. Custer 

reported: 

The a~ had svident~ resolved to 
oppoee our farther advance with the 
greatest determination. Heavy lines of 
earth-workS-'Nere di:lcovered.. extending 
for nd.l.es Lact~a.lly. about one and three­
quarters m:i.le.IJ 1n either direction along 
our fl""Dnt. In advanea of these were 
s'b"ong barricades of' ralla, logs, and 
other obstructions. Every point seemed 
to be stro~ manned ',,,,i th infantry and 
artillery • 

To test the strength o£ the Confederate :.csition. 

CUsyer ordered hig brigade Q')mmandel'"1'l to send out combat 

patrols. Pickett's grim infantr;~t eaa1.J;y- beat off the sharp 

sorties launched. by these pat.rolA. Rebuffed in his ef'forts 

to find a sof't spot 1n Pickett's main line of resi3tance. 

Custer ordered his men to suspend the attaak but to hold the 

ground ga1.ned. :39 

General Devin's troopers had riddeD out of their 

Crump'S F~ 9~nt at an parly hour. The division 

followed Custer-'s troopers up the Adams road. :,~hen Mer<ritt 
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ordered CUstar to move across countr;? he direct.ed Devin to 

march u? the Dinwiddie r8ad ant reoccupy hi8 old :JOsiUon at 

J. BoissAau's. At J. ~~iaseau's. Devin encountered General 

Grif'fin IS nnguard. 40 

.. 'hen the "')Ooi t:'on at J. Bois-seau I s had been 3Bcured. 

Devin 1M his tl"oop81"S on toward Five ?orks. Devin's advanoe 

brigade. Colonel stagg's. was fired on as it prepared to ford 

Chamberlain's Red. Scouts were thrnwn out. They 3001'1 

ret.urned with the inf"ormation that Confederate in£antry waa 

watehing the C%"ns&ing and the posl tion could not "be taken 

witnout a hard ~ghtlt. Devin accordingl,y direote<i Colonel 

Fi tzbugh t • .,; dismount his brigade. F'Uzhugh I s troopers vere 

to 1ola.M. the creek. \<lhon Fitzhugh gave the word. his blueclads 

stormed across the creek. Despite the gall1ng tire of the 

Confederates. the d18T11Ounte<i ~OPQ:'l'8 ware able to carve ou.t 

a bridgehead. Once the Rebels had SltartP.Ci to Sive way, Stagg 

waved. h1a mounted. br1.gado to the attack. The lst ami 6th 

Michigan, re1nforoed by the 1st U. S. Cavalry of Gibbs' 

brigade. crossed the stream on the lert of Fitzhugh' 8 OOIlllmnd; 

the 5th M1.ehigan was ul3$d to protect the !"ight t1ank or thQ 

m-idgehead. In the lIlellllti.m8. General Gibbs had deployect his 

brigade (nthout the 1st ~J. S .. ) to oover the right flank am. 
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rear ,..,f Qevin's division. 41 

. !hen th,., bridgehead had been secured. Devin 

determined to sei;e the 'WOOded area between Chamberlain's Bed 

and the ~{hite Oak road. Hhen l)evj,n gave the word. the 

diVision drove forward. Fitzhugh's dismounted battle line 

pressed up the Dinwiddie road "at the eharg1.ng st:ep". 

F1tzhugh's troopers VEtre f"l.,anked on the left and right by 

their mounted cortll'"ades: The 1st and 6th rftchigan and the 

1st U. S. Cavalry were on Fitzhugh I s loft. the 5th H10higan 

on his right. Driving in Pickett's outposts, Devin's 

eavalrjrmon olosed in on the Conf'ederate mai.n line of 

rG8ietanoe. 

As they approached Five Forks. the Yankees 

"developed a strong line of breast-works. " tilled with 

masses of 1.n!"antry". Before being ohecked by the fire of 

Pickett's infant.r.y. Devin's mounted contingents in some 

places closed to within 20 yards of the works. In several. 

instances. men trom Fitzhugh's dismounted brigade even 

orol!Jaoo. the breutworks. Before being l::eaten or~, the 

troopers were abl.e to eapture and drag off several pri.80DerS. 

OOi1V1r:iCOO. that the Confederate position was too strong to 
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C~U·r:::. Devin's cavalr'..rmen fell back into the woods south of 

the ;fuit.e Oak road. Devin then regl"ouped his division. 

Fitzhugh's brigade wns posted on th~ left. and Stagg's on the 

right. At this time, Stagg also dismounted his eornmand .. 42 

Following Fitzhugh's and Stagg's repulse, Devin 

ordered up Gibbs' brigade. Gibbs dismounted and deployed his 

urdt on the right of the 5th t.f1ohigan. The right flank of 

Gibbs I br-igade rested near the Barnes house. One of Gibbs' 

regiments. the 1st rr. S. Cavalry, remained. mounted. 4) 

On CU6ter'a right, P~~gton's brigade was in 

contact with the 1st Miohigan. Following Devin's repula:e. 

Lieutenant Colcme1 George R. t{axweU or the Michigan regwent 

inforxrwd. Pann1.ngton thAt he had lost con'tact with t.he unit on 

~i~ right. Maxw-ell told Penn1ngton that he W,S going to try 

to re-establish a ccnnection w~th the remainder o£ Deyints 

division. As soon as Maxwell ' s Michignnders rode off toward 

the east, Pennington, believing that it would be tempting 

disaster to hold his position with his right rlank resting in 

the air. ret1red. a short distance.. Next. he shi£t.ed. his 

brigade Ua the right.. Near t.he Scott road, Pennington 

spotted F1:t.almgb's brigade. FoUow1ng his repulse. Fitzhugh 

had fallen back to regroup. Pennington hal.ted and formed his 
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c-,mmanci in a thick belt of woods. <trout 600 :yards south of 

the Confederate breastworks. The Scott road separated 

P,enn1.ngton'a am Fitzhugh's COllllll.ands. ',lh118 waiting for 

furth"'r orders. the dismounted Union troopers threw up }.Qg 

breastworks. 44 

It was about 1l a. m. when Sheridan's tardy wagon 

train reached Dinwiddie Court Rouse. Co1oool '!/ells perm1t:t.ed 

his men to rest. until. 1 p. m. At that hour, he had Ifboota 

and saddles" sounded. and the troopers -swung into their 

saddles. Proceeding to the front. Colonel 'dells reported to 

General Custer near the lo£t of Sherldan'3 battl.a line. 4S 

One ot Sheridan's three divisions. Crookts. saw 

very little aetion on the lat. At an early hour. CrcQkts 

division marohed trOll!, their camp on Qreat Cattail Run to 

D1.nw1ddle Court. House. Dav1e:g I and Smith's brigacie:s were 

given the task of guard1.ng the train. foUoIdng 'tlells' 

departure. To oarry out this assignment, Davies and Sm1 th 

POsted their oava1.rymen in the t1elds north of the ·,..nlage, 

One or Davies' regiments vas also detached. and sent to watch 

the bridge which oarried the Boydton plank road across Ston;y 

46_~ Creek. 

CI:'ookts other brigade. Cregg's, was given a IltOre 
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active assignment. Cro~alng Chamberlain's Bed at Fitzg$rald's 

ford.. Gregg'a troopers occupi~d Uttle Fiv~ Forks. The 

possession of this strategic crossroads enabled Greeg to 

control the roads leadine to th" left and rear of Guster's 

division. "dith Gregg in possession of UtUe Five Forks. it 

would be :impossible for the C.onfederabs to launch a surprise 

attack no Sheridan's ler-t. After hR.vi.ng secured the cros$1"It.l2ds 

Gregg threw out a nwnber Qf patrt:lls. One of these ~upa 

moved. up the Gilliam. t"I'lad and. established oont.aet with too 2d 

'·.fest Virg1n1a or- Capehart's brigade. Another patro1 v1alted 

Stony Creek. Onl¥ a very £aw Contederatee (leas than twenty) 

were sighted. by this unit. The 8th Pennsylvania made Q 

forced reconnaissance down "the Dinwiddie Court-Rouse road" 

and soattered the few Rebels encountered. By his vigorous 

scouting and patrollng. Gregg made certain that there would 

be no surprise attack on Sheridan's lert flank. 47 

rurlng the morning. Sheridan learned that General 

!.faokenne'. division had reaohed D1.mddd1e Court House. 

Conaidering the taot that Mackenzie's men had been in the 

saddle since 3()0 o'clock, tlneridan nrdered him to rest his 

CGm.mand. -.!1aokena.ie aeeord1ngl,y halted his command 1n the 

fields nor-th of 'the Adruns house. After being warned to hold 
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themaelvas ready to march at. a moment's notioe, the oavalrymen 

were allowed to dismount. 48 

A few minutes before noon. Colonel Orville B. 

Babcock or Grant.ts staff reached Sheridan's heack1.uarters. 

'9abeock told Sheridan: 

General Grant direots me to say to 
you, that 1£ in your judgement the Fifth 
Corps would do better under one of the 
division oGImn,anders, you are autoorized. 
to relieve General "~arrent and order him 
to report to General. Grant. at 
headquarters. 

Sheridan replled th.."lt he hoped !Ncb a drast.1c step as that 

might. not beCOJDe necessary. The general then turned to a 

di'scussian of his plans. 49 

After Ouster's and Devin's at-taco had pinpa1ntod 

Pickett I S main line of resistance, ShArician worked out h1a 

batt.le plan. Sher1dan would have C\1eter IQake a feint toward 

Pickett I 5 right. S1multaneouSl~. the Confederates I le1"t. 

flank would be assailed. by ",farran's V Corps. Devin's 

.trontal attack on the entrenchments as soon as the sound of 

:f1rlng 1nd:1.cated that the V Corpa tlU engaged.. If' this 

onslau.ght pr09N S\1ccesef'u.l, P1okett.1e task foroe would be 
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westward. 50 

~ar ly in the af'ternoon, General Sheridan sent a 

.'OItaff o.ffieer to O'roer up the V Corps. 11ajor George L. 

Gillespie was alsO' sent to the rear. Gillespie was directed 

to turn the head of :.,rarrfJn'fi column. w-haD it oame up. off 

into the Gravelly- j(un Churoh road.. In add1tiQn. Gillespie 

was to "put the corps in position on this road obliquely to 

and at a point but a short distanoe f"rom the Hh1 te Oak road 

and about. one Ddlc f'ro!ll the Five Forks" • .51 

It was 1 p .. m. Hhen the aide reached J. Boisseau IS. 

where '(arren had h1.a command post. As soon as 'van-en learned 

that Sheridan wanted hila to order up hi.3 infantry I he called 

for Colonel Henry C. Bankhead. The general told the ool.onel 

to' have the divisiO'n commanders bring u~ their units at once. 

':Jarren~ in 1m e.:rtort to facilitate the movement, sjJ'ec1.£1ed to 

Bankhead tlmt Crawford f 5 division would ImV9 first, to 00 

f'olloW9d by GM.f't'in'$ and. then J\7-roel. sa 
Qdill.oping o~t t Bankhead per8o~ gave er",wf'orci 

and Or1.tt1n their marching orders. Sinc_ he had been directed 

to see that the head of the colwm. started o££ on the correct 

roa.d, Bankhead sent another o.ft1cer (either }tajor Ermaor B. 

Cope or Captain JQDl('s W. 'Iladsworth) to contact General Ayres. 
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In Rankhead's o'"J1nion, the orders were obeyed proroptl3'. ani 

"the troeps moved out as expeditiously as the nRture of the 

road and t.he crowded state it vas in (beinc blocked up with 

led cavalry horses) woulcl admit." 53 

While Bankhead was seeing t.ha t the marching order' 

were transmitted to the div1.siol'l commanders. Warren went to 

see Sheridan. -.,rarren wanted "to info:na. .... /irl.:tnsew of the 

use to be mndo o:f .... 5AiJ troops. so that. no time would be 

lost on their arrival". Proceeding up the Dinw1Qdie road, 

'''arran visited. Sheridan·s command post. The cavalry leader 

t.ersely explained the taotical situation to '.4arrl'ln ani what 

his plan of operations was. (At this tilfte, Sheridan probabl;y 

told ',<larren that ti'e Cor.federate left flank was ano-hnred near 

the junction of the Gravell;r Run Churoh and \!hlte Oa.k roGds.) 

Having satisfied. his O'Urlosity. :farren rnde back to the 

junetion ot the Gravelly Run Church and Dinwiddie roads. 

Turning uJ) the Gravelly" Run Church road, Warren thoroughly 

examined the ground where Sheridan had direoted him to 

marshal his corps. To prevent the Confederates from 

disoover1ng the Union plans. W"arl"8n bad his escort under 

Captain HePrell pa'b"ol the oountrys1de as f'ar north as the 

White Oak road.. 54 



Sherid.an had told ""arran that he wanted him to 

f:;.rro his entire corps bef'uro sending it to the 8,3sault. He 

'Wanted to insUre a singlo sledgehammer-like blow instead of a 

series of piecemeal thrusts. Furthermore. th~ cava~ had 

stated "that the fol"nlAtion wa.s to be oblique to the road. 

with the right advanced. wi t.h two divisions in front. and the 

third in reserve behind the right division". The nwnber of 

assault waves and the f"ront.age to be occupied. by the corps 

was left. up 'to "rlarren. A reconnaissance of the area eonv1noed 

~"arren that it would be best if' his two assault divisions 

ad.vanced in the Itaqulvalent of thrM lines o~ battle". Both 

of the division commander. were to deploy two of thoir 

brigades in front. each brigade formed into double line of 

battle, Their third. hl"igade would be centered. beldnd the 

:first two asstlUlt waves. "da.t'!"en I 8 third division would be 

posted in column of battalloN! j.n mA88 behind t.he right 

division. " 

General Crawford IS division whioh took the lead 

when the corps started for the tront reached Gravelly Run 

Churoh first. While marohing up the D1nw1dd.1e road t , 
Crawford I a vanguard. had to clear the road of led horees and 

wagons to ~l.e the eolumn to pass. As soon as he reaohed 

the ohurch. Crawf'ord proceeded. to deploy his division 1n 
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accorda.nce with "rJarr"n's instructions. Baxter's brigade was 

formed on the right and Kellogg's on tho left; l{ellogg's left 

flank rested on the Gravelly Run Church road. Coulter's 

briga.de uns centered behind Baxter's and Kellogg's commands. 

Each brigrude commander formed his unit into double line of 

battle. 56 

General Gri.ff'in's division arrived at Gravelly RUn 

Church 01086 on ths heels of' Crawford I S COnBnaoo. As he rode 

up I Gr1.ff'in was met by .iatTen. Pointing ttJ the ground. where 

he wished Gritf'in to form his division. Warren remarked that 

he wished the division eotll'ltander nto be as expeditious as 

po!lslb1e lt • Griffin would mass his division behim. Crawfordls. 

Ho had 'Rnrt1ett and Chutberlain form their- brigades in triple 

line of battle. :Bartlett was on the lef"t. tmd Chamberlain on 

the right.. Qr1£f'in's other brigade (Gregory's) was ordered 

to report. to Chamberlain. Chamberlain had Gregory form one 

of his regiments (t.he 188th New York) into l1.ne of battle on 

the right. of Cbamberla1.n's brigade. The 189th New York was 

depl.eyed as sk1rm1shere and. took position in f'ront of 

Chamberlain's command.. Gregory's third r&g1IIlent (the 187th 

Now YorkL\ias given the mission o£ covering Criffin's right. 

flank. S7 
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i\Yres t divisi.on. th~ smallest in :4arr""n's Corps. 

reached the marshaUnv, area last. "iarren was waiting for 

'Vrea when he Mde up. Calling to the division commander, 

~arren requ('sted h1Jn Uta foSrln .... 1iuiJ troops as 

expeditiously as possible, aa General Sheridan desired to 

at tack the E'lt1l9ll\Y itmned.1a telylt.. Ylhile Ajyres "Was engaged in 

deplt;lying his division on the west side of the GraveU,y Run 

GhIlreh road, "warren again urged his subordinate to hurry • .58 

In forming his command. Ajrres deployed Bowernum's 

Maryland 'brigade on the left arxi Gwyn's l::rignde on the right. 

""lnthrop f s brigade was centered beh1.nd the two advance 

l::rigadulf. Al.l or AyreB I brigades were formed into double 

line of battle. .'3.k1rnd../lIhers were advanced l::tv Bawerman and. 

Gwyn. The Gravelly Run Churoh road separated Gwyn's right 

£rom. Cra:wi"ord I 9 left. 59 

General Craw:r'ord' s division had been placed on the 

right of the Gravel.l;r Run Church road. It nthe ret.urn lf 1n 

the Coanf'ederate line vere located where Warren had been l.ed. 

to beUeve it wall, Crawf'ol"d's center wauld atr1ke it and be 

the first to enter the worke. In caee Crawt'ord was unable to 

carry tha-1!return", Grlf'f'in would be theM to sust.ain him and. 

to take advant.age o£ an:r succeos scored. General;VreB was 



to engage thn Conf'edera.te troops holding the earthworks 

'!larallellng the ,ih.ite Oak road and prevent reinforoements 

from ooing rushed to the unit. (Ransom's brigade) holding 

"the returnlt. 60 

:ihen they moved t" the attack, i-Jarren directed his 

division CODKllamel"'9 "to keep oloaed. to the laft and to 

preserve their direction in the woods. by keeping the sun, 

then shining bright~, in the same po5ition over their le£t 

hold " 61 s u ora. 

The tota.l length of the tront occupied 'by the V 

Corps was about 1,000 yards:. In the three da;ys sino. 

crossing Rowanty Creek, \~arren had seen the e1'.tectiv9 

strength of' his corps shrink from about 15.000 to 12.000 

officers and men. In addit.1.on to the battle c48\1.altiea and 

the men on detached service, a munber of soldiers had 

62 straggled. 

While the cl1.vision commanders were buay torming 

their urdu, Warren prepared a sketch map depieting the 

presumed tact1.cal. situation. Copies or this document vera 

distri.bu.too to the d1.vlsion commanders. According to 

the cavaJ.r:y- lead~, also saw a ocw at '.4arren's diagram and 

instrl.lctlons. The division cotaanders were lnstrueted. as far 
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as ti,l'l1e would permit. to explain the !ll3F1 to their brigade 

oommanders~ AttaChed to the sketch was a brief outline of' 

Sheridan I s plan of' attack. :.farren informad his generals 

that the corps Was to advance in a northwestwardly direction 

until it reached the White Oak road. It woul.d t.hen wheel to 

the left and take a pas1Uon at right angles tc the ~ad. As 

soon as the inf."antry was engaged. Guster I s and Devin's 

cavalrymen were to oharge. At this stage of the operationa, 

'Jarren observed. <l.ll the oavalry except Mackenzie's division 

'WaB on the left of the V Corps. Mackenzie t 8 trooper'S were 

reported to be advancing west.ward along the :4hite Oak road. 6;} 

Throughout the time th~t his corps was depla,ying, 

'''arren ttused all the exertions possible to nasten" hU; troops' 

arrival a.l the point of departure. To "d.rren. it seened that 

everything was 'WOrldng smoothly and the soldiera "m.arched at 

onee to their a3signed. positions without a h.Qll'". 64 

The ground on which the corps fonood '\f88 rough and 

wooded. and aut up by numerous ravinea. In addition. it was 

out of' sight. ot the Cont"ederate lft)rk!!l. so that t.he direction 

or advance ordered. dependad oolel,y upon the roadways anci the 

~'esi l.ooatiGn ot the Confederate fortif"1oaUons alDng the 

'Nhite Oak road. It was about 2 p. m. when General Grllfin 



received hi."l instructions to 'ove to the marshaling area. To 

reseh Grave~ Run Church from t ,A position occupied. 

Griffir!'s troops :'ad t- "larch a.l:out two and one_half' ~iles 

alor.g a nalT,)\l. muddy road. Consequently. from the tirr.e (l 

~. m.) that Sheridan issu~ his orders to bring u? the V 

Corps. until 'darrEIn had completP-d his dispositions. slightly 

over three hours had elap."Ied. Most observers agreed. that 

this was not an unreasonable length of time "when it is 

ramembered that the length of the corps was such, when 

stretched out on the road, thn.l the leading file IWst have 

arrived on the new ground before the rear file quitted the 

old. 11 64 

lliring this time. Sheridan visited ",.jarren anc1 

expressed his "a.pprehension that the oavalry which continued 

to fire nn the enemy, would usa up all their ammunition" 

before tho V Corps )las ready to advanCle. Reply"ing. 'dan-en 

told. Sheridan that it would be 4 p. m. before he would be able 

to oomplete his dispositions. Won-en, however, remarked that 

••• he "was read,y to move at once with whatever was at hand if' 

./jheridaiJ directed, and let the rest follo ..... ". Sheridan. 

wanting te-str1ke one tromendous bloW' with his entire command, I 

refused. i4erren felt that Sheridan's "impat1ena. W'Q8 no 



~reater apparentl;y" than his own. The commander of the V 

Corps tried. however, to repress his i.n\pa UBnce and prevent 

any outburst. which ItwDuld tend to iIDpair oonf'idenee in the 

proposed operationa" ly the troops involved. 66 

Sheridan. however. sa", things d1tferently. Riding 

over to GrAvel1;y :<Un Churoh. ho :reported. that he found the V 

Corps !foaming up very slowly". The cava1l"yma.n observed. in 

his "Aft.er Action Report": 

I '10188 exceedingly anxious to attack 
at once. for the sun wae getting low. and 
we had to Eight or go back. It was no 
plaee to 1ntrench~ and ~ t would have been 
shameful to have gone back with no results 
to colllpenaate for the loss of the hg,V8 
men "lho had fallen during the dSS". 

To the llQpa:tient Sheridan. it appeared that ',.jarren 

was not exerting hill1Self' to gGt his corps up and into 

position. Sheridan felt that ;,1atTGn gave "the impression 

that he wished. the sun to go down before the dl::lpctsi tians tor 

the attack could be eompleted.". 68 

Warren, in his "After Action Report". hotly domed 

this implication on hi. military charaoter. He wrote: 

Aga1ns\ Oeneral Sheridan's most 
ungenerous statement that r gave him the 
~sa1on that I wanted the sun to go 



down, r Simply place llU" denia.l. and trust 
that lltf wbolo conduct. .in l.1.£e. and. 
espeoiall,y in this war. susta1n$ me in it. 
The sun d.1d not. set until two hours and ~ 
half after the .form~tlon was completed. 

The basia trouble between thB two generals 't"iSS their 

eonf"l1eting personalitiee. Just beoause 'farren, the 

introvert. !lidn't ride around "swearing and cursing at a 

.fearful rate n, he was dragging hl.s .feet I in Sheridan's 

op1n1on. 70 

While the V Corpa was getting into pisition at 

Qravel.l;y Run Church, Sheridan learned that Meade had pulled. 

back the lett flnnk of' 0enItral Humphreys I n Corps. Instead 

of, h'onting the \<lhlte Oak road, 111189' division now held a 

l1ne covering the Boydton plank road. Th1s ret.irement on tho 

part. of the left flank division of the I.I Corps d1.sturbed 

Sheridan.. He was ai'raid that a strong Rebel column might. 

march down the ;"ihite Oak road and strike 'Nan-en' 8 corps in 

the flank am rear. If the Confederates adopted th15 course 

of aotion, it 'WOuld certa~ f"rustrat.e Sheridan's plans. To 

deal with this pcu.s1b:q dangerous situation, Sheridan orderecl 

up Mackenzio's division. ·71 

7bllow1ftg the receipt o£ the eagerly awa1.ted 
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instructions to move to the frnnt, Mackenzie put his division 

into lllOtion.. Mackenzie' ~ troopers proceeded up the Adams and 

Di.nw1ddie roads to J. Bo"1sseau ' s. Here, Macken2.1e turned his 

<'It'Jlumn into thp. Crump l"ot:ld. In accordance • .,ith Sheridan's 

ordera. Mackenzie planned to establish a roadblock on the 

'flhite Oak rt'>ad. If Maokenzie were able to car-ry out th1g 

taek. he WQ1J.ld be able to afford a m.easure of protection to 

W'arren' s exPoSed. flank. '12 

As I-taokenzie 1 s division rode uti' the ~ road. 

Colonel SQIl1Uel p. Spear's brigade tl)ok the lead. Spear used. 

Major JSltlAO E. HoFarlan'lt battalJ.an of" the nth Pennsylvania 

Cavalry to screen his advance. About one_half mi1.e south of 

the Wh1 te Oak road. the Pennsy-l.vani.tans enoountered t.he 

Confederate piokets. Driving in the outposts, the bluecoats 

II soon developed a considerable force" Q£ Robert.s I North 

Carolln1SM. The Confederates 'tIOre posted in a line of rifle 

pits in the edge of a wood along the i.Jhit.e Oak road with an 

OpeD field -to their front. Preparatory to at.taoking, :1ajor 

Me!'arlan deployed Cot,rpam.ea Q and. 1! to the right and len of 

the CruIllJl road. The tl"'Oope-rs or these tw units remained. on 

-their horsee. Next. McFarlan d1smaunt.ed the cavalrymen of 

Compan1ea B am P'. Thee-8 men wera posted farther to the 



right and lett in the woods. ':'he remaintJer of the regilllent. 

closed up. on the advAlloe guard. 7') 

As soon 88 the Pennsylvanians had completed their 

dispositions. General t~ckenzie orderod them to engage the 

R.ebels. Observi..rJg that the rapid fire delivered by his 

cavalrymen (the Uth Pennsylvania was armed \<11 th Spencer 

carb1l'les) was keeping the greyOlad3 pinned. down, Mackenzie 

phoed h1IIlself' at the head of Major Robert S. Monroe's 

battellen (Companies A, C, :8, and. K). When Maokenz1.B gave 

tbe ward, the Pennsylvanians oharged. in column of tOUt"s. At 

first., the Federals t.hund.ared through the field on the lett. 

of the road.. SUddenlY I the column cut across the road and 

struck the left tlank of &berts I pos1 tiOn. Ied on by 

Ma.okBnt:1e. the Pennsylvanians poured over the works and into 

the ~4h1te Oak road beyond. In the f"ace of this onset, the 

North Carol1n1aM fell back in conf'u.s.i.on. 74 

Tba remaiDler of the Uth Pennsylvania supported 

t.he daring obarP. and reaclted. the Rebel Una ollose on 

Maokenl1e's hoelli. Fol.low1ng the Union l:reakthrough. Robert. t 

North Carolin1ane scat.tered. Seme of the Rebels tell back to 

rest made their way eastward. and reported. to General Anderson. 



After mopping Up the scattered pockets of resistanoe, 

Mackenzie MUstered his eoJll'lland. Excer>t for t.he loss of 

several. val.uable orrlcers. the rout of Roberts 1 brigade had 

COst the Yankees a relatively small ~her of casuaLties. 75 

'linen hE! W'QS lnf'ormed or Mac::kane1e l s smashing 

success, Sheridan issued a new set of instructions. 

Mackenzie. after detaching a small foroe to watch the ,fuite 

Oak road. was to join Sheridan. Ai"tBr clet.al11ng a batt.al.ion 

of the 5th Pannsylvanla Cavalry to man the roadblock on the 

Yh.1te Oak road. Maokanz1e started for Five Forks. The lat 

Maryland took the lead as the division rode westward along 

thJt Wh1 t.s Oak road. Just I1S Mackenzie was get ling ready to 

order the Marylanders to charge, the V Corps came pouring 

across tho road. Mackerud.e aceordJ.ngl,y helted his comm.and.. 76 

The depl.cr.Y=ent of '';arren's V Corps in the fields 

at the Gravel.l;r Run Church had been told Ilnd unconcaaled. 

Mtmferd, who waa charged. ',nth guarding the l.ert. fJ..ank: of the 

Conted.erate ma1n l1ne of resistance, watched these 

preparat1ons. He sent oouri.er attar courier ttl tell ei thor 

P1ol«1tt. or Fit. tee that the Yankees were getting rendy" to 

str1ke. Ne1.ther genara1 QOuld be .round. Nobody seemed to 

kmw where the generals had gone I no instruotions had been 
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left rAga..~d:"ng the forwarding of disl,'ntches. Caplta:in Henry 

C. lee or Fitz Lee's stai"f vainly rode the length or the line 

77 without learning any ::.ore than ~hp. bai'.fled. messengers. 

F'.aeh of the unit e':-,llUTlanders. on his own 

responsibility. undertook to get ready to re:net thfl 

1lIlpend1ng onslaught. 11'\ this. the:.' did not always dc'l-operllt0 

with cme another. Ransom refused to send RlG"" of !.fdJregor's 

guns to be .."laced in an excellent posl tion located by 

Munf"ord. 3u.bseq\uJnt~ t ~funf'ord recallad.: 

All this time '-la.rren I s :warmi.r!g blue 
],1nes were""p~ vls1b1e :tram. the 
L'.'lb.1te OsJsj rOoa.d.. forming into l1ne and 
p~epar1ng to a88a~t Pickett's lef~1 ••• 
.lPwin 18 partlaUV d1~unt.ed cavalry 
was kea]d.ng up A sharp oontinuous fire 
along tha whole of our infantr-.f f':ront, as 
if' 'Pl'e~ ts. attack 0lP" right, :100 
Custer IS... ldi.:.JmOuntesi/ Division 1ms 
demonstrat.ing. ••• And. I VOss still 
'1<11thout orders. 

To prepare for the att.a.ok that he knew -:.raB eerta,in 

to coma, }1untord dismounted and d9J)loyed his divi:5ion on the 

left or Ranaomts re1"U:sed 1"1R!1k. A few "pens" built of rails 

£ro1l!. nearby tenaes were thrown UJiI by l§mtGrd t s tl'ooper6. and 

the 1.n&vlt.able attack dourly a.wrlted. 18 

4-soon as Ayres hH completed hi. d:bpbs1H6ns 

(wh1ch was alxNt 4,1.5 o'clock /int.h1n 15 millUtes o£ the hour 

designated by warrei!) I the ordor was g1ven .f!lr the V Corps 
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to ;attack. -;/hen the aciv.:lnee ber;:ln. Generals Shet"id.<m and 

-,..[arren .. and Colonel Porter rode a~ the head -:.:t :\Vl'es l 

division. Pre5sing .forward, the Union battle line t.'larch-ed 

through the belt of \-lOods north of Cravally Run Church. 

Entering the fields ">lhioh surrounded the Barnes hemse. the 

sk1rmiehers covaring the advance of the V Corps rlushed and 

drove 1n the Con£ederat.e outposts. Eef"ore he rea.ched the 

Wl:/OOS on the far Bide of the field. a staff officer told 

A::rres "that there were indications of the ehelllY off to the 

left. front". C'.rrowing apprehensive of an attack on his left. 

,\;yree alerted. 'd1nthrop tc be ready to bring up his brigade 1n 

case the division was attacked. ShQrtly therea.fter. 

!,iarren's troops burst across the ,bite Oak rDad. Here. the 

corps encountered. General Mackenzie IS oavalry division. ':"he 

trooper'S had arrived b this area n jump ahead. af the 

infantry. 79 Reporting to Sherldan. l1ackcnzie uns ordered to 

strike out toward Hatcher I s Run. He '..muld thel'l !::lOve to the 

west and get possession elf the Ford'!'l Chureh road. In 

addition. Mackenzi.e would oover the right flank o£ the V 

Corps. 

----W'tuTen l'1OW rea.lized that his eorps had. crossed. the 

l-ilUte Oak road east or th~ left. flank of the Conf"ederate main 
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lin0 of resistance. To make things even !!tOre perplexing. 

Crawf'ord f 8 traopa (marching mora rapidlJr than A,yres). had 

crossed. the road first. Already the two d.ivisions had 

start.ed to diverge. ',larren thollr;ht it was probable that 

Pickelt's defense line was posted in the ed.ge of the woods 

about 300 yardn north of' the road. He accordingly continued. 

to lead his oorpe in a nortbwesterl;y direct1on. 80 

.\lmost ~dlately atter ~s' division had driven 

across the 'dhite Oak road. and entered the field beytlrd, his 

'-roops began to receive 8!Dall_arms and artillery tire £rom 

the west. This fire originated. w1 th Ransom.' s North 

Carolina brigade which was holding the re.f'usecl f'l,ank of' 

Pickett "s dote-1UI8 11ne. The Federal officers now learned 

that the Confederate entrenahments did not extend as far east 

as they had. as.swued. 'r/arran had. been led. to believe that the 

Rebel l~ was anchored near the juDotlon of the Grave~ 

\ru.n Church and. Wh1te Oak roads. Apparen~1 nelther HajCIr 

Gillespie QDr Uarren' S E'lscert. had made any e1't'ort t.Q 

ascertain the exaot resting place or the SGutherners t left. 

The Federal ~:VW.ntly felt that if they undertook alV' 

reconnaissance activity in this sector. it might pUt the 

81 
Cctnf'ad.eratos on their guard ani betray the plan or Iltt..ack:. 
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Fortunately for kyres' left flank: unit (&werrM.n's 

brigad.e), Ransom's greyolads Wex"1'i! stationed in a thick belt. 

of woods , .... hieh lMSked. their fire. F\trtht'lrmore. the re.fUsed 

flank which faced the Federals was comparative~ short -­

lass than 150 yards. Understanding the tactical situation, 

.vree inlmecli.ateq ohanged front to the lef't and f"eed Itthe 

retunl". In carrying out this maneuver, Bower:ua.n's brigade 

,,,as faeed and filed to the left. ~es now Qalled up 

'41.nthrop 1 s brigade from the reserve. :<linthrop's troops 

moved. into pogj.tion on Bowerman's le!'l on the dQuble. Hi.e 

disposl tions completed. Aynt8 led his division to the attack'. 

Ayres I battle line of "weather-beaten" veterans moved down 

the sape toward. the 'WOoda with a 3teaq swing that boded fX) 

82 
good for Pickett's task foroe, earthworks Qr no earthworks. 

The tiring was heavy. "but less than usually 

destruotive", 'tfarren reoalled. "on &ocount of the thick woods u• 

Ayres I rapid change of front had oe.used his right f'lank 

brlgacia, Gwyn'e, to get well ahead of Crawi"onPs division. 

Since Ayrgs' d1.v1sion was the pivot in the V Corps t wheel to 

the. left, his t.roeps had a shorter di.Bt.a.nce to move than the 

(!tthera. ~s waR dangerG\l8, because 1t exposed Gwyn's troops 

to poaa1.ble .flank: attack. Gwyn's sold1er$ ev1dentl,y sensed. 
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this; thRre wag some wavering in the ranks. SUbsequently. 

Ayres oonfessed. that. he experienced coru'lid.era.t~e anxiety when 

he learned that. his right flank wus resting in the air. 8, 

Sheridan seemed to be onm1present as Ayres' troops 

ChArged "the return". 'Nbsn Ranscm'9 North Carolinians first 

opened fire. A,yres' b1ueclads ta.ltereG. for an instant. 

Observing this, Sheridan put the spurs to his horse and 

galloped a~ng the battle line £rom left to right. shouting 

words ot encouragement.. 

Coll:mel Porter recalled. that Sheridan oalled out. 

"00 at tam with a will. Move Oll at a clean jwnp or you'll 

not catch ana of them.. They're all getl1ng ready to run now, 

and it you don't get on t~ 1n five minutes, they'll every 

one get away from you ~ Now go for them." 

Ju.st then, one of the skirmishers Was hit in the 

necki the blood spurted as 1£ the juglll.ar vein had been cut. 

the grcnmd. 

"You're not hurt a b1t lf
• 3ler1claD cried, "pick up 

your gun, ll1an, and move right on to the front. II 

- Su.ch 'Wu the electric ef'f'ect of Sheridan' 9 word.Jll 

that the wounded sol.dier snatcheci u.p his r1fl.ed-PlUsket and 
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rushed forward a doz.en paces before he collapsed. never to 

84 
rise again. 

At the time of :.,rarren's assault, Sherida.n was 

mounted on his favo-r1.te black horse, "Rienzi". This was the , 
same steed that hlid carrlod- tha general from ':Jinohest.er to 

Cedar Creek. Colonel Porter remembered that, on .'\.}tt'11 1: 

The roads ware mUddyl tho Eields 
SW8lllPY. the undergrowth dense, and 
"Rienzi", as he plunged and CIll"Veted. 
dashed the fOaM from his JDPuth and the 
I18ld. f'rt,m hi.s heels. Hud the ·,/l.nehester 
pike been in a similar eond1 t!Qn. he 
would. not have made his famous twenty 
miles wi thout bzo~ his own neck and 
Sheridan'l'J teo. 

Sheridan was watching when Ow,ynts troops started to 

recoil. Dashing into the midst of' the broken lines. Sh.erl.d.an 

called out, "·,;here iSl aw battle_flag?" As the color-sergeant 

rode up. She:r1dan seized the crimson and white standard. 

:Brandishing the color.,;, the general shouted words of 

encouragement to the infantrymen. and urged them to close 

t.heir ranks. 
/ 

AJ.l this time. the m1rd.ss WC'e humrd.ng througb 

the air. like a ISWIU"I'll of bees. One piercsed the battle r 
another killed the eC')lor-sergeant~ yet another WQ1" 

the s1de l others cut down two or three r 

horses. 86 

46 



------------------------~-~-----

In his suooessful effort to rnl.ly Owyn'S soldiers. 

Sheridan dashed f'rom one part of' the llne to ano ther. "waving 

his flag, shaldng his fbt, encouraa:1ng, threatening, praying, 

swearing, the very inaarnation of 'battle". P<lrter reoalled. 

"It would be a sorry soldier who could help following such a 

lead.er • II 87 

Ayres and his officers were also equal t.a the 

challenge. Recklesf!lly expoSU2g th81ltSelves, they qulCk.J...y had. 

the situation under control. Drawing his Baber, .vres led. 

hi. shou'Ung soldiers forvard. His veterans. ttwho :QDW 

behaved. as 1i' t.hey had fallen back to get a • geod_rea~''', 

eagerly t"oUowed the general. '''ith t1Xe4 bayonets and 11 

rouslng cheer. the infantrymen dashed toward the 'breaetwarks 

pretectlng "the return". 31noe the en~ehad section of 

P1ekett1 s main line of resistance which faced east was only 

> about 150 yards in length, Avres' right. flank. CN:rnts 

brigacle f overlapped it. 

Even bef'ore the Yankees reached. the works, a 

m.utber of Ransom IS North Carol1n1ane lost the1%" nerve and 

took to their heela. Raallz1ng that it would be impossible 

to stop tAe- blueolad flood. the guDJ')M"8 of !100regor' 9 battery 

li.,mbt,nKl up their tour pioGee.. ... artillerists. appJ.y1ng 
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the -whips to their mrses, :,JUlled out of the earthworks 1n 

the niok of t1lne. SWeeping everything before them, A,yres I 

combat_ready lnfantry came storming over the ~orka. The 

color-sergeant of the 190th Pennsylvania gained the 

distinction of ~J1ant1.ng the t"irst stand- of colors on the 

brEtatrt.works. All of Ranoomts North Carolinians who deolined 

to flee were k1.l.l.Bd. or captured.. Ityree I troops had seized 

Kthe return-, the kryy to Pickett' s ~s1tion. 88 

.. -". Sheridan spurred "R1.enz1" up to the angle. ,11th a 

mighty lea'P, the hel'se carried. hb rider over thA works, and 

landed. in the m1dQl.e of a line or Cortf"ederates who had. thrown 

doW1'l their 8l'lQS and were cowering behind the earthworks. 

Several of the Rebels called. out, "I..'ha.r do you want u~-aU t.o 

go "to'l" 

The general's "rage turned. to humDr, and he had a 

runtl;1r\g talk with the 'Johnn1es' as they :filed. past". 

"Go r1ght over there" t Sheridan said, gestur1.ng 

toward the rear. Cont1mling t the general kqt. up a. steady 

banter; 

Get. rignt aapg, now. Drop your 
gtUlS; you III never need them any :nore. 

-You'U all be satllll over there. Are 
there any ~re o&grou 1 We want eJ'Iery one 
of you f'e1.1.ows. 



In addit.ion to s$izing the kAY to the Confederate 

posit.ion, Ayres' troops had oaptureQ. over 1,000 prisoners 

ami. a. numbor of batt1e rlaga. The Yankees, however, had not 

emerged unscathed from the attack 01'1 "the return". Among the 

Union casualties ·,flH"6 two of -vres ' three brigade eonmanders, 

General :.f1nthrop and Colonel Bowerman. Th. former was 

rr.ortaUy and the latter severely wounded. CoLonel Jrunes 

Grlndlay of the 146th New York took temporary oharge o£ 

Wint.hrop's unit, while Colonel David L. Stanton of' the 1st 

Maryland a88UDlCd. colllllMnd of the Maryland brigade. 90 

Shortl3' after Sheridan entered the works. his 

orderl;y rode up and n:nnounced, "Colonel ffieorga A:/ Forsyth 

of your at.at'f" is killsd.. sir." 

"!t'.!! no Gob thing". crimi Sheridan, "T dontt 

believe a nrd of it.. You'U rind Fore,yt.b.'s all right"', he 

c()T'ltirmed. 

!:I.ide of the nat t.en ra1nu.tes. ;;"orayth rode up. 

Sherida.n then l.earnad. that it 1m8 General ;.lint..hrep who had 

fallen in the attack on "the ret.urn". The general did not 

even appear surlR"1sed. when he saw P"orsyth. "There! I told. 

;you SOli, ll'l! exola1laec1 when For-sytb appeared .. 91 

Instead or all.ew1ng: ~9!!I to preas: ahead, Sher1dan 



0riered him to halt and. re-for:r, hii'l dl.vision. ihile the 

officers ,rare regrouping their units, p.atrols moppoo up a few 

scattered f:()okets of resistance thHt had been isolated by the 

treakthraugh. As soon as it became apparent tha.t. the entire 

Confederate line had r:iven way • .i\Yres was direoted to resume 

the adVQIlC6. ,~'hen the division again moved off. it swept the 

ground behind and on either side ')f the Rebel fryrti.fications. 

Holding his mftn in hand. with Ori.ndlay's brignde in t.he lead, 

Ayr~$' division marohed westward. 92 

~fuen the Confederates in "t.he return" opened tire 

on ,\y'rl'H3 ' di'lision, ':larrrm perceived that the tight at t.he 

angle would fallon A.vr08, and mt. Crawford as planned. 

Jarren therefore sent. a sta££ offioer to instruct Crawi"ord 

"to oblique hil:J division to the lett and close up this 

interval n. As soon as '.-farren had p1npointed Ransom I s left 

flank, he calloo 1"or Major Cope. The major was told to 

contaot Gr11"f'in. On do},ng so I Cope was to direct Cir11"f'in "to 

bring his division toward the 'dh1,te Oak road, by tho le1't. 

flank. in order to be in better supporting distanoe" of I\yresl 

command. 93 

-It seems that when Ayres changed direotion to the 

lei"t I ".-larren W'QS not the only ranking officer who knew 



r::T''1Hford and Sr:Lffin Hare "GettinG too fb'lr a.way" •. \yrea knew 

it. il.e sent a m~ssa.ge fnr Griffin "to come U!J on hh< right". 

;,riffin kni'W it. iJ:i5 practised ear told h:l...T. that. tht! battle 

had opened. :.eaving his divis:r:n for n moment, he rode at 

full speNi to Ayres' cnrmns.nd post and asked. ".,'hat is up ','" 

"~othing much". 'N'Iplted Ayres. "nothing new. Tho 

same old story. Cr(Jwf"ord had gone or!' and left me to fight 

alone. It 

Grif'fin. after prOmising to see if he GOuld do 

something to hplp his comrade, hastened off after his division. 

Sheridan :tIso sent Ord(~r9 for Crawt"Qrd and Griffin 

to oome in on Ayres I right. 94 

In th~ meantime, rarren had established a temporary 

command post in the field east of "the r~t1lrn". ?ending the 

re:'urn of his aides. ":larren did oot feel justified in 

shifting his position, Here. he "oould get information lrom 

,011 pointa a.t onoe, and utilize the marv eyes of ••• .i)u.&J 

st.at'f and. those ot ••• JJa.iJ cOllll1l.Q.nders, instead of giving II 

all his attention to a particular point to the neglect of all 

othGl's. In ·{arran 13 calculated opinion, the time had not 

arrived. fet' him to place himself' at the head at an assaulting 

column. The dynamic Sher1.d.a.n. however, hud a different 
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Q-:)il'lion. ;{e felt th t 1arren should be leading and lending 

encouraeement ~~ his troops. 95 

After a few rQinutes had elapaed and he had hoard 

nothing from the staf'r officers re had sent to p:et in t~uch 

wi th Cra .. ,.,ford. and Griffin. ".,ra.l"'Nln bec.Ql'le convinced that their 

divisions ~MUst hRve DaSsed on beyond~ General AYres l right. 

Lea.ving several members of his staff' ~t. his command post 

with instructions to contact him if n~thing important 

doveloped, 'vlarren went to look tbS' Crawf"ord' s and Griffin's 

divisions. .\8 he approRched the "'Ch1lI'u1eyslt, the general WR.S 

fired upon. He mlbsequently If:.arned that these were the 

volleys which caused Gwyn's brigade to recoil. 96 

Notwithstanding ',.farrenl s dla[l"aDl and orderf;J' to swing 

t-J the left on reaching the White Oak road. Crawt'ord's 

divi."'ion had continued to barge ah~ad.4 ':'he division had 

passed several hundred. yards beyond the road before it began 

to wheel to the lord't. A£ter changing directions. Crawf"ord I s 

sk1rm1ahers encounterod and drove in a few or MUnford t 9 

pickets. The division I s line of' advance "led through bogs. 

t.aneled wr:ods, am thickets of pine, interspersed with open 

spaces her9' and there". ".Jhile passing through th~ dense 

vegetation, Crawford's left flank brigade (Kellogg's) lost 
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c~nt3ct ~dL_h ''VY'~SI divlod .. on. 9? 

G8neral ',,farren, ,,;hile en ~11te to th~ "Chimne:rs". 

encountered Kellogg's brigade. Just n~ the cenersl rode uP. 

Kellogg's unit had ~)ivoted to the left and tnken 'lOsiUan at 

right a!1f;les to its linoc of advance. '·larren accordingly 

ordAred Kellogg to hold his ground __ it was in a clearing -_ 

until arDther brigade could come ~p a~d form on hiB right. 

The gener<. .. l then passed on into the -woods in search ot 

Crawford. ""arran, however, .... as unable to wente his missing 

div'1~>ion coJltllW.nder. ~;p.vertheless. the general sent one stafr 

officer after another into the '..tOods. They -.rere to tell 

Crawford b -wheel his other two crigades to the left tlnd 

close up on Kellogg's brigade. 

/hen >larren emerr:ed from the wood, he disooverBd. 

that Kellogg's briaade had disappeared. Sheridan. alarmed at 

this nwarder1ng orrlt. had sent several stafr of!'ioers to 

recall Crawford. One or these, finding Kellogg standing idle, 

had ordf1t"ed him. forward. 

Advancing rapidly. Kellogg I 9 brigade gwept through 

the Sydnor field. As Kellogg I s battle ll.ne approaahed the 

Sy-cloor 110\1tSe , one of 11UntoN'e: ¢Qm,OQt patrols opened fire. 

The Co·£ederates suceeeded in momentarily checking Kellogg's 
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2dvance. In a successful effort to eat his stalled advance 

rolling, Kellaer ordRred :::Olonel Tarb~ll of the 91st HAW '("ark 

to brin~· up one of his batt.alionH i"l"Om th(,'J reserve. ~arbAll 

ea,~e up on the double :md. deploy9d hi:; ;:e'''/ Yorkors "-'n the 

left of" ,:ellogg' 5 bat tIe l1ne~ Taking ;){}siUon,'1'arbell's 

battalion engaged :,1untord' s disl1lOWlted troopers at short 

range. 98 

As soon as Tarbell' s ~~ew Yorkers had di~lodged the 

Rebels from the house. the advance was refJUrned. Kellogg's 

march to the west must have been vel'Y rapid, beoause by the 

time the rest of Crawford' 5 division had enter('ld Sydnor I s 

field. his unit had vanished into the woods on the far side. 99 

In thB me:lnt:1.me, ~'!ajor Cope had eontaeted Crawford • 

.fhen the major found t.he ger.eral. he was east of the "Chimne:rs" .. 

Tn aooord;mce V'ith l~pe' S instructions, Craw:f"ord s-.rung 

Baxter's brigade around to come in an Kellogg's right, 

Coulter following. UnAble to f'ind Kellogg's t-r1gade, which h.:ld 

mo\ted oU. Crawford advanced toward tbe "ChlrmeY3". On doing 

so, he called up Coulter·~ brigade and formed it on naxt.erls 

left. Crawford's division then moved wstwal"d, driving in 

:-tuntord Is....dismounted troopers. This opposition, however, 

oaused the division to continua to bear to the right. 100 



:,ince the countryside t,fas heavily wooded. troops 

"'_';y1n~~ rapidly U-.r0Uf:h it eould not be readily overtaken. 

",fter ':'":rawford's lH',d Grifrin'~l divisionl3 had wheeled to the 

left., their cmll\lL.<iOOS Md entared the op<>n ground at the 

northern 000 of the ?. 1ydnor i"arm.. This 'Was aoolJ,t ::::Cc 

;Tarcs north of "the return--. It was hl'U"e (at the t'lChimTIeYR~) 

that A:r,u;·!"en finally was :l;ble to fet in touch 'nth GE"neral 

Grif~lnt one of hiB two misSing division commanders. 101 

General Griffin's First Division had started off 

from the Gravelly Run Church behind Crawford I s command. As 

the division !!Wept toward the >fuite Oak road. it drifted 

toward the east. By the time Grif"f'in's troops er'ossed the 

road, they had been uncovered. They now forged ahead of 

Crawford's diviSion, which was at t."J.is time on tht'lir left. 

::-n accordance with the instructions he had received, GrUfin 

wheeled his division to the left af'ter it crossed the '!/hlte 

102 Jak :road. 

Pushing ahead, Griffin's skirmishers easily drove 

in Munford's outp:>!Jts. Aft.er his division had advanced So 

:f\ile without encountering arw forli.floations. Grii"tin began 

to senSH that something had gone wrong. ':Jhen the sound of 

b~.dy f"ir1ng began to roll in !'rom the left. Griffin balted 
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hi s division in tho wood northeast cf 3ydnor I $ field. By 

this time. Cram'ord,'s division had drowed out of line and 

v~~red off to the right. General Chamberlain, whose brlgado 

was ~n the right of Griffin's battle line, recalled, 

Our lnstruetiol)a, were to keep elosed 
to the left on ••• lP~tlett1Ji brigade, 
and. a.1so to wheel to the left in moving, 
the design being to strike the ene~ in 
flank. '·:19 advanced through an open wood 
with noth1.ng but light skirmishes in our 
f'1"ont tor 80M time. The constant change 
ot direction to the left m.'lde the rnarot, 
on the right flank exee~ing~ rapid. ) 

General Bartlett had also been troubled when he 

observed tha.t the fir1.ng to his lef"t was steadily increasing 

in tempo. Riding to the laft. the general entered Sydnor's 

rield. 0n the opposite side of the elcnred area. F"rlTt1ett 

could sea distinctly the Confederates I left flank. 104 

In the meantime, General art£tin had made a 

persanl'll reconnaissance. From Sydnor's .field. the general 

was able to watch the Rebel moVe!Ilent along the ;.fh1te Oak road. 

A.bout this t.ime, !.fa.jor Cope rodQ up. Hailing Or1.f:fln, the 

major told the general that '<>farren wanted hila. lito bring Me 

division toward the ~ito Oak road, by the left flank". 

Gri1't'1n d1reoted Me three bri.gade commanders to i"ace their 

men to the left. Berore these instructions could reach 

Oeneral Bartlett, however. all ot' his brigade, with the 



exception 0f three regiments (the bt Michif"an, the 20th ~1alne. 

and the 155th Pennsylv-'lnia). had drifted off to the right ar:.d 

105 
joined Crawford's division~ 

Placinp, himselt at the head Dr Bartlett's three 

regiments. Griffin m."!.rehed l'\oross Sydnor' a fi81d. \fu~n 

ChA~berlaln saw the division flag moving to the le£t. he 

followed with his fY.)mmand and the lB8th New York nr Gregory's 

brigade. Before Griffin had proceeded ver,y far. he 

enco'!Jnt,ered .. larran near the "~". '!larren direct.ed h ~s 

sub:lrd1na.te to attack "thR Confed.eratp.s holding the angle. 

The corpa commander then rode back to i\yres' position. By 

the time 'Narren r~aclwd the ,fuite Oak road. /wre8' sold1.ers 

106 
had 8torrned. "the return". 

Since the capture of "the return" rendered 

Griff"in's presence at that point superfluous. ",{arren deoided 

to change the ~s8ion which he had asalr,ned the First 

Division. Major Cope was sent gallopine off with instructions 

for Gr1rfin to alter his line or march. Griffin vas to march 

westward and a.ttempt. to get a.stride the Ford I a Church road. 

By the time Cope reached Ori.ffin, his division had n~arly 

erossed ~r's .field. ~ol1nw1ng the receipt or these fresh 

lnatrlloti.onll, Ori.ff'ln wheeled his division to the right. :,ihen 
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the advance was renewed, the division's line of' milreh was 

107 pllra.llel to, and north of the !hite 0ak t"Oad. 

After moving forward about three-qunrters (Jf a mile, 

Griffin t a troops encountered a strong force of Confederatf')s I 

posted in the woods at the western edge or ~norls field. 

On being routed. front ~the return". the survivors of Ransom's 

brigade had fallen bQck toward Five Forks. The oollnpse of 

Ransomls North Carolinians had remered ilallaee's position 

untenable.. '.fall.ace' 8 gre,yelads had therefore hurriedly 

eVIlcru.ated the ritle pits west of the angle. "UlllacelS 

retreat, in turn, had uncovered Steuart's p'sition. In an 

effort to eontain the Union breakthrough. the three 

brigadiers sought to establish a reorganized defense line in 

the timber nn the west side or S7dror's field. Besides 

protecting Five Forks, this 9Qsltion covered the vital Ford's 

Church road, The new 11M: was lit right angles to the 

fortU'1cations paralleling the 'dh1le Oak road. 11ght f'iEtld 

works were hurriedly thrown up by the Coni'ederates. lOB 

In mv1ng against the reorganized Confederate main 

line of resistanoe. Chamberlain's brigade (reinforced. by the 

188th New-furk) oonst1tuted the left wing of Gr1f.tin's 'bAttle 

line. Bartlett's three regilllent.$ the right.. 'I\ro of Gregory's 



re£iments (the 187th and 189th New York) followed along 

behind. Advancing on the double. Griffin's soldiers "!OOved 

up rapidly under the crest of a hill". '.'V'hen Chamberlain gave 

the word. his eager troops ohnrged the ;rorks. Chamberlain'g 

blueooats tore a gaping hole in the Rebel line. The right 

wing oE Chamberlain's COll2lnand _ t.he 185th New York and :-tajor 

Sdwin A.. Glenn l s battalion of the 198th Pennsylvania _ 

-poured through the ho le tU1d drove toward the Jbi te Oak road. 

A.t the S8.."lE' time, the 188th New York and Captain David L. 

Stanton's battalion o£ the 198th Pennsylvania maintained 

heavy pressure on the grey-clads' front. 109 

Bartlett's three regiments hit the Confederate line 

a short distance to the right of Chamberlain's breakthrough. 

Snoountering £1e1"c9 resistance. Bartlett's right flank 

reeoiled. One. or Bartlett's regilnents. the l55th Pennsylvania. 

was heated by the Con1"ederates in .a desperate hllnd_to_hand 

encounter 1.n which the clubbed IlIUsket vas tree~ used. To 

escape the galllng fire poured into their r:mks by the Rebels. 

a number of Bat"t.lett' 5 soldiers sought cover behind the ritl.e 

pits carried by Chamberlain's troops. 

-TIle Uni.on o.f'ticera realized that if' the frightened. 

men were allowed to take cover in the earthworks. they would 
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be helpless in case of a det0l"":ined Confederate counterstroke. 

It took "the utmost personal efforts of every gener[! 1 and 

starr ofi"ioer present" to rally Bartlett's troops. As soon 

as the men had been re_i"ol"lnCd, they wer8 deployed at right 

angles to the captured works. :,.fuen Chamberlain learned of 

Bartlett's dUfieulties. he rushed the 185th and 168th New 

York to his eomradete assistance. PQssitlg to the rear of the 

1st Mlohiean arxl the 20th l1alne, the Hew Yorkers advanaed. to 

the attaok. !3artlett's troops, seeing that help was on the 

way. took heart and pressed ahead. The thick woods. in 

conjunction with the ebb and flow of the battle. caused 

QriN'tn's units to become badly sorambled. Nevertheless. 

thls .fraeh Union push proved too much for steuart's. Ransomts. 

and. -.Jallaee's batt8!"ed brigades. Abandoning the fight, the 

Southerners fled the field. leaving about 1,.500 p1"isoners and 

several b~1tUe flAgs 1n the hands of the viat.oriOU9 

Unionists. 11.0 

In the meantime. Bart.lett. and Chamberlain, a9sist&d 

by several staff otf'lcers. had rounded up a large nwnbe-r of 

stragglers (between 1.50 and 2OC) who were .:overing in the 

edge of the---woodl!!l. These men wer-e reorganized and plshed 

back into the !'ray. ',~'h11e engaged in this disagreeable 

buslnes~. Chamberlain sighted Oeneral Gwynls headquarters 
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flag in the open field to his rear. The general sent one of 

his staff of'tleers, Lieutenant George C. ?isher. to ask Gwyn 

to come to his assistance. Gwyn ohee.rf"ully fall in with 

·:;}tam,berlain'a auggesUon. Inadlng his br1gade forward, Gwyn 

1U 
arrived in time to oontri1;lUte to the Confederates' down£all. 

Griff1n did not pause to let his men celebrate 

their SUCQ8S8. Instead, he had h1.a genorals re_foM'll their 

brigades at right angles to the ~1h1te Oak: road. Resum1.ng tbe 

.\ldvance, GrUfln's div1sion drove westward, llJ)Pp1.ng up the 

die-hard Confederatell a.a it advanoed. A.t Five Forks. Oritf'in':::t 

soldiers lOOt Fitzhugh's and Pennington's dismounted troopers. 

who had jufit carried the Rebel forUfioatinns at this point. 

On the right, Flartlett's troops gained the Ford's Church rond 

and. eaptuTed a train of a.m:bu.lanoas and. wagona.. kTres I divislon 

reached Five Fork. on the heels of Grlf'r1n Ie conroat-reaQy 

U2 
bluecoats. 

advanced IlCZ"OBS the mrt.hern em of Sydnor's tield and into 

the woods beyord. As they torged 8t.ead1l,y ahead, Crawford's 

soldiers drove Muntord' s dlsmount.eci troopers bef'ore them. 

Reaching and crossing t.he Ford's Church road, Crawt'o:rd lSi 

bluecoata captured seven ambulances and aeveral wagona 
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celonging to iallaoe'g brigade. ~h~se vehicles. along with a 

large number of prisoners. were iromediately sent to the rear. 

The prisoners were escorted to the rear so rapid1y that 

. Crawford I s provost marshal was unable to kBe? .En acourate 

talJy. Kellogg, whose brigade had preoeded thfl division. now 

reported to Crawford. ll~ 

,\f'ter Ayres' soldiers had captured "the return". 

{arran started off once more to see if he could locate 

Crawf'ord.. Traoing Crawford' 9 11ne of maroh from Sydnor's 

.field by the wounded coming to the renr. .lnrren flnall,y 

located his nU.salng division. "-Jhen :ofarren found Crawi'ord. ho 

was on the east side of tho Boisseau farm with h.is division 

in good. order fa.cing west. :V'lthout a ~nt's hesitation. 

-iarren d1rected CrRWi"ord to wheel his division to the le£t 

and tace it southWard. The corps comroander knew that ~dth 

Crawford's division aetride the Ford's Church road. he was in 

poseessl.on "f one of the two avenues of esoape open to 

U4 Pickett's task foroe. 

As soon as Crawford had completed his di3p:!lsitions. 

',farren ordered him to drive on five Forks. The roar of the 

Rebe1 artillery was a olear indication to darren that the 

Conf'ederates still held the vital crossroads. 115 



General Coulter's ~rigade was selected to spearhead 

the attack. Coulter deplQyed two of his regiments (the 12lst 

and 142d Pennsylvania) on the left of the Ford I s Church road; 

th~ rest. of the brigade WQS f~rmed on the right of the road. 

Crawi"ordts two other brigades (Kellogp;'s and Baxter'a) were 

!Ilasged m 9ghelpp on Coulter' a right. ',1hen ,1arrsn gave the 

'AOrd. the division took u~ the advance. As it approached tho 

wood which bounded the Boisseau farm on the south. the Union 

U6 bat.t.le Une waB greotoo by a aoathing fire. 

Four of Bartlett.'s regiments (the 16th Michigan. 

the 1st Maine. and the 9lst and 118th P",nnaylvan1a). after 

becoming separated. from their parent unit. had taken position 

on the right oE Crawford's dlvision. Two of the regiments 

(the 16th Marylllnd ~ the 9lat Pennsylvania) had oroseed and 

recrossed Hatcher f s Run during th~ oourse of the lI18rch to 

Boisseau's :field .. \~n Crawford wheeled his division to the 

lef"t , these two units took position on the right of Baxter's 

'brigade. 117 ThreEt compania. of tho lat MUns had also 

forded Hataherta Run. Encountering one of Rosserts patrols. 

the Ma1nemen aharged and routed the Rebel horselllen. Rearoaa1.ng 

t.he stream. the three companies rejoined their comrades. 

Upon reaehUIg the Ford's Church road. Warren gave the at 



~1nine and the 118th Pennsylvania t.he task of watching the 

UB 
ford aorose Hatcher's Run .. 

Following his sudden departure from the shad_bake. 

Pickett galloped back across Bateher's Hun. A short dJ..stance 

south of the s:treQ!ll, Pickett eil:hted a line of XUnford' s gr1ro. 

eavalF.Ymen £aeing eastwarci 4 They were falling baok in the 

feet;! of Kellogg's lightning adVanc8 4 A.t this very rn1nute. 

the Onion sld.rm1shera were within 100 yards of the Ford I 8 

Church road. Direoting the Confederates WQS General Munford. 

He was recognized immf!diatel;y by Pickett, who inquired. "'What 

troops are these'!" 

Mun:t"ord replied th~t "they were part of Fitz lee 

Divieirm" .. 

Taking a second p,lance at the bluecoata. Pickett 

inlplored. "no hold them back t.ill I can pass to Five Forks. I' 

A young oaptain in the Jd Virginia Cavalry. JQIIleS 

9recklnridge, heard ~ickett's appeal. Placing h~lf at the 

head of' his CODlMnd, Rreoldnridge oharged the advanoing 

Federals. Th1.B brief' counterattack east Breok1nrldge Me 

1Ua, but it probabls saved Pickett's. The general threw 

h1meelf tOr\.rard on his horse, w1.th his head on tho side AWey' 

from. the foe, and successfully ran the gauntlet of several 
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hundred ysrds of furious in:.'antry fire. 119 

Fitz Lee likewise tried to rejoin his troopers qy 

using th~ route pioneered bjr Piokett. l~e W~5 too late. R'<J 

the ti:r.e Fitz Lee erossed HatchEtr's H.un, X~llogg'!! troops had 

reached the Ford I s Church road. Fired upon. Fi tz Lee turned 

back and attempted to lead Rosser's reserve division toward 

Five Forks by way of the Ford' 5 Church road. The Confederate 

troopers, however. were unable to smash the enion roadblock 

and fell back. Next, }'it'Z Lee deployed Roaser I s division 

astride the Ford· s Church road, north of Hatcher I s Run. 

Rosser was to keep the "Federals from reaching the Southside 

Railroad. 120 

:ihen he reached. Five ~~ork5. Pickett, in an eftort 

to co!"ltain the "['olon breakthrough, sought to organize a new 

main liJlP. of" resistance. Already. his suoordinatas. on thoir 

own initiative. had established and manned .Q line parallel to, 

and east of the FortPs Church road. (At this very moment, 

the troops holding this position Jjansortl.'s. steuart's. am 

'.-fallacelil were locked in a fierce contest with Gri£:tin's 

blueclad division.) Having just escaped from 0rawtord'a 

troops, Pl.ckett knew that. unless he blocked the Ford 15 

Church road. h1.a new defense line would quickly be rendered 



untenable. He acaordingly pulled ~1ayo I s \'irginia brigade 

out of the entrenchment west of ?ive Forks. Helr:forced by 

~cOregor'8 four guns, }layo's [Teyclads moved into poSiti:)n on 

the double. :he Virginians were also joined by stragglers 

i"rom Ransom's and ""nllacs'''' units. :~ayotp; troops were 

deployed in the woods to the lett and the right of the 

Pard I s Church road. 1'0 reach the Confederate position. the 

Yankees would have to cross Boisseau f s field. Captain 

McGregor had hia gunners unlimber their tour pieces near the 

road. Having eompleted their disp::>sltlons. the Rebels grimly 

121 
awaited Crawf'orrl1s advanee. 

As they pressed. forward, Coulter's: troops "suffered 

lIIeverel,y" !'rom the f"1re of f.fayo I s infantry and McGregor's 

battery. Apparently undaunted, however, they swept steadily 

ahead. Crawford's other two 'brigades (naxlor'e and Kel.logglg) 

and two or Bartlett's regiments (the 16th Michigan and the 

9lat Pennsylvania) aupp:>rted Coulterls drive down the Fordls 

Church road.. Entering the woods at the south end oE 

Bo1aeeau's f'ield, Coulter's troops smashed. Mayo I 3 brigade. A 

large number of Mayo's Virginians threw down their arms. and 

the remainder retreated in a southwesterly direction. (:-Jhen 

Haynte troops broke, the Coni'ederates still held Five Forks.) 
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---------------------- --

:,~aching Gilliam's field, C'dhDU: Mayo suoceeded in p~tially 

re_forming the portions 'Jf his briga.de thAt had survived the 

dAbacle. Piclm.tt, observing the camillon r;f tbF' brigade, 

ordered :'fayo to get across country to the Southside Railroad. 

:1ay0 '13 troop!J reached. the railroad wi thcut further adventure, 

122 though Kin great disorderN, 

Besides taking a large number of Hayo' s infantry, 

Coulter' 5 troops captured !1oGregor's four guns. In the flight 

for the oannon. Captain !-lcGregor W"9 killed by one of the 

Union skirmishers. A large number of ambulances also tell 

into the FAderals' hands at this ::olnt. 12) 

Following the rout of Mayo 'a brigade-, ',"'amn 

direot.ed Cra.wfol"d to oblique his diVision to the right. 

'/arran wanUld to plaoe Cra'Wi'ord I s t~OOP9 astride the ~fui te 

Oak road to the west ot ?lve Forks. Ir he could do this, the 

last avenue ot retreat open t~ ?iekett's task foroe would be 

olDsed. 'In marching throu.gh the WQod~, Crawf'ord's battle 

Une WQI!l gUided by the sound ot the firing which was 1"0 lUng 

in f'loom the southwest. (At that. point, Custer's and Rooney 

Lee's cavalry colllJll.allds were looked in a. grim struggle.) In 

advane1ng.:to the vest, Crawf'ordfs le£t flank passed to t.he 

north o~ Five Forks. As soon as Crawford I s troops had moved 



'"'J ff'. ,'"rren started for Five Forks. Before reaching his 

destinat.ion. Warren eMountend the 1st U. S. Cavalry. riding 

up the Ford's Church road. Th~ general directed the 

eavalrymen to file tc the left and march to Crawford's 

124 support. 

·,fuen General Pickett saw that Mayo could not hold 

his position on the Pord's Church road. he called for General 

CorsEI. He d i.racted Corse to changE" front to the left .and 

deploy his troops along thA west side of the Gilliam field. 

·.-Jhen formed. Corse! s main 11ne of reQ:istanee vas at right 

angles to the ·,.Jhite Oak road. To attack Corse's Virginians. 

the Federals would have to crosa an open field. Corse's task 

'Would be tc hold this ground for as long as poSSible, to 

eoVer the E'lseape of Ranao1l'l's, '3teuart's. and ?Iallace's 

brigades. At this time, the batter9d remnants of these three 

shattered oom:r0and8 were pouring westward. through the woods in 

"eomplet.e disorder". To strengthen their poe1tion, Corse's 

troops threw up light field f'ortifioationll. Rooney Lee's 

cavalry division, which had held. i t.a own in the face of 

Coulter's attaclcs, was in po81tinn BOUth and west of C..orse's 

g:reyclads!... _125 

General Mackenzie's cava~ d1v1aion had adVanced 

on the right. of the V Corps. Moving l"apid~t Mackenzie's 
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tro"peI"S cut in behind the right and rear of Hunf'ord's picket 

line. Thf? Conf"ederat~ troopers {~n"W! way "without much 

re.sistance" in the faee of l1ackenzie I s onslaught. On two 

o~ca5:"ons, however. the Rebel ho')rsernen endeavored to make a 

3tand. The first ti:~. t'l squadron of' the 1st Maryland led by 

Captain Henry C. Erich eharged and broke up the Confederate 

comb$.ll patrol. When another pooket of resistance slowed the 

Union advance, Mackenzie waved a battalion of the 5th 

Penn871van1a to the attack. [l,a soon as these Sou thernere had 

been ecattered.. the march W'BS r98'1.ltned. :curing the eourse of 

their sweep, Haekenzie's troopers bagged a large l'AUUber of 

pn.80ners, who were turned over to .varrent.!) infantry. '-lith 

the advent of darknesa, Mackenzie halted his ¢OlIltDand and 

126 
r~ported his position to Sheridan. 

It was atter 9 o'clock before Mackenzie heard 

anYthing from Sheridan. At that time, he received instructions 

to huve a dElta11 relieve tM 1nf'antry of the reapon91b111ty 

for guarding the rord where the Ford 15 Church road erossed 

Gravelly Run. It lias about. 10 p .. m. before the troopers 

reached. the ford and relieved the two companies or the 1st 

Maine th!1t-ilad been watching th8 croa.s1ng. l27 

Arter be1ns: dr1.Vtm Qar'O!IIS the Ford's Churl:;h road by 
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Crmtford I ~ division. Munford !I1()unted hi.~ d1vision. i"!Unf"ord 

then prooeeded to t.he Confederate right, wbert'l he reported to 

Pickett. Realir.i.ng that the battle was lost. iJ 1ekett 

ordf"rOO MIlnf'ord to cross to the north side of Hatoher l i3 Run 

snd join F1tz Lee. Swinging to the west of Crawford. r s line 

of" advance, Munford's troopers crossed. Hatcher's Run at il. 

Dabn~'s. Darkness had blanketed the area b,y the time 

128 
ifunford reJX)rted. to Fib Lee. 

;-then Sheridan issued. orders for ·.iarren to a$$Qult 

the Rebel left, he told Merritt "that the oavalry must 

!1erritt ordered his diviaion an:! brigade cODll"lla.ndera to have 

th1!dr units charge the works as 800n QS Na.nen coMMitted his 

tnfantI"'T. Since Custer was on the extreme lef't of the Union 

line, Merritt Mot a staff o:f£icer to brief h1nl on the role 

his division was to pla;y in the scheduled assault. Custer 

was to engage the Rebel force on his lett, while lIISinta1ning 

cont..act ldth Devin t 8 division on hi$ right. Custer was also 

direated to keep one brigade continually IlIOunted., "to make 

the most of a pursuit when the en~ was dislodged from his 

works". 129 

As soon 8.S the first crashing volley came rolling 
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in fr0!ll the east, Devin led bis disn:ounted division ngainst 

the Confederate fortifie~tlons cnvering the #bite Oak road. 

Devin had previously dismounted all or his troopers except 

the 1st U. S. Cavalry. Ca~tain Lord, the commander of the 

1st t!. S. Cavalry, had been alerted to keep his men in the 

saddle. 80 thf!Y would be ready to take up the chase in oase 

o£ a breakthl'Ough. General 11e:t"ritt. re}X>rted, 

The cavalry, without a moment's 
hesitation, l"Ushed into close quarters 
with the ene~ •••• Thill eneDt'( I s 
art.Ulery in the works oommeneed firing 
rapldl.y, but owing to the woods obscu.r1.ng 
the view vhere the cavalr,y line was 
operating, this fire was neces9ari~ 
inaocurate and not very destruotive. A 
hotter musketry tire than on this day 
has Be ldooo bean experienoed during the 
war. FortunateJ.y for us the etlfU'lW. 
t1ring from breast-works, aimed high, 
else the easualtiss in the command must 
have been vrrry moh gl"eater. lJO 

',lest o£ tho road, Pennington's dismounted brigade 

of Cua:ter's division also advanced to the attack. At the 

time the attack began. Penn1ngton vas absent. He walS at 

Custer's aolllllland post, which vas 100ated ne!U" the Gilliam 

bouse. Custer had callad tor Pennington to tell him to send 

rOl" his "led hor8El!8". The general, contrary to Merritt'. 

orders, plarmed to use Pennington1s brigade to Sllpport his 
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attack on th'" itebel right. P.efore the staff o.rricer could 

return with the "led horses". the sound or heavy volleys 

became d~5tinCtly audible. This indicat.ed to the officers 

that ,JaJ'I'im had engaged tho foe. ';/1th1n a few minu ,,€IS. 

Pennington bee8J\'le convinoed th..at !'iring had broken out in the 

sector lOOld by his brigade. A.fter assuring Pennington that 

he was mistaken, Custer rodo off. ScarQeq had CUster 

dlsappearro before one of' Pennington t s ataf'f officers 

galloped up and informed the colonel that Herritt had thrown 

his unit into the attack. Springing into his saddle, 

Penn1.ngton headed for the tront. 1)1 

!n the meant1.m.o. Herritt's 1n1Unl attack on 

?ieket tis main lin(: of resistance had been checked when 

Penn1.ngt.on f s brigade gave w",,",. Just as Pennington rode uP. 

he found his trooper's ret.iring in confusion. P~nn1ngton, 

in his t! ,\£tor Action Report". at.tr1bu.ted. this :ntback to 

three f'actors J The fnilure ot h1s brigade to maintain 

eont<lct uith Fitzhugh's unit on the- right. Custer'g removal 

of Ca.pehIlrt' s l:a'igade whi.ch had been posted on the len. and 

ti1laily, the (got that b':'s men were nearly out of' WlUI1Unit1on. l~ 

'Ibe retreat of Penn1l'Jgton 1 s brigad9 had exposed 



their left, $0 Devin's t~oopers "'ere cr..:m,)elled to pull ba.ck .. 

. ;'hile Devin rem his bri;;:adf' commanders were regrouping 

their oo:anands, Penn:i.ngton ~ed a fresh supply or 

I'tMMtlnition t"rorn Devin's division. A team. of volunteers led 

by Captain Albert C. Houghton, while under a heavy fire. 

distributed the Qmll1U.nition to the men on the battle line. lJJ 

As $O{)n as the brigade oomman:lers had re-f'ornwd, 

their units. the attack was reStJlQ8d. For a seoond time, 

Pennington's right f'lank :f'altered. 1'h1.s time, however. 

Devin's troopers did rot. fall back. lnetead, t.hey continued 

to exert. pressure on t."1.e aeotor of the frr>nt held by S'\:.eu.art t 8 

Virg1n1.ana and Wal.lace'a South Carol.1n1an8. Colonel Porter 

was an in"t.ernated observer o£ Merrit.t.'s attack. Ue reported 

that: 

The natt\r cavalrymen with Ught­
.f1.tUl'lg '1n1i"onlS, short jackets, and 
small carbines swarmed through tho p1no 
thickets and dense undergrowth. looldng 
as 11' they had bean espeoial:q eqt1iwed 
tor crawling through knot-holes. 'Those 
vbo bad nmg&li1ne guns created a racket. in 
thoee p1ne \IIOOda that sounied as if" a 1)4-
oouple ot arD\V" corps had opened f'1re. 

Follow1.ng A,yrea l bret&kthrough. the Confederates were 

eompelled-£Q witb:!raw a large mmber of Steuart;s and 'I/allace's 

U>oops tram the earthworks. These soldiers were ussd to man 



the nffii defense line willoh the RAbel of:ficers had establl.shed 

brigAda was pulling out of the trenches and sent to oppose 

Crl'lvi'ord IS ;!ldvance did Pennint;ton 1 s blueclad troopers make 

a~ headway. IJS 

.\ftat" Colonel ?sgr:a!ll posted his f:U,M, he lay down 

on th(~ f'i<!ld an:!. dro-pped. of.f to sleep. Tho er>aah of. ·"ar:ren's 

opening volley awakened the colonel with n st.art. SWing:tng 

int..? hi9 saddla, Peg;t"am. rncad tovard the point of danget". By 

the UtIle thst ?egI"am reached Five Forks, the Union cavalry 

h~ joined. ir:I the attack. PP£%"8lI1 took IUs batt.le station by 

the three guns emplaced west of the Ford's Church road. 

?hess three pieces covered the strategi.o cro-saroads. Serving 

their guns ',.1ith skill. the arUl.ler"ist.e blasted away at the 

oncoroing blueeoals. From the d18l*)unteci troopers thArf' CSllt>'\" 

a continuous storm of blJ.lots. 

Pegram adm1r1ngJ..y watched.. the eontest with the 

spirit that led General Hath to remAl"k that the young colonel 

was "one of tho few men who, ! believe, was supremel,y happy". 

when in battle". Without bothering t.o diSllmUlt. ?agrar:q ro:lde 

out 'catween the guns. "Fire your canister low" f he cautioned 

his gunners. SUddenly. PBg:ram p1tched 11nd fell from his 



horse. "0h. Gordon", he cried to his adjutant, Gordon McCabe, 

"'Pm mortnJ.1y \roundedj taKe me off' the f"iel.d." 

:\djutnnt ,~eCabe found t~i:! .a. dLtfic'...llt task. 

~cause the !JniorUsts h1ui seized. positions very near the euns. 

}'lcCabe. however. finallY suoceedqd in plAcing h1s dyi.ng 

friend. on A stratchflr. _,\fte:r seeing that the colonel was 

c~rried a short distance to the rear, HcCahe returned 

'Il\01IlentarilY to the bntte17. ~trR-Cing his. steps. !1cCabe 

placed Pegram in R>.n ambulance and had it started for Ford I s 

Depot en the Southsi.de Railroad. ~36 
The detachments left behind by Mayo, Steuart. and 

·,Js.llace (and their three supporting guns) found it vary 

dU.ficult to hold th~ breastworks in tho f'aoe of the slaslnng 

attacks by Devints and Fennington's troopers. ':'heir plsition, 

however, beoame untenable when Grif"fin'g infantry o2lll.e rolling 

in from the east. Unable to stop the advance of the V Corps, 

the soldiers beran to leave the rifle pits and drift to the 

rear. Tb oapital1ze on th~ situation, the dismounted oavalry 

oharged the works. Spearheaded by'- Fi tzhu,gh I s brigade. the 

Simultaneously, T:\w1n committed the 1st U. S. Cavfllry .. 

Cleal'"i.ng the breastworks at. a bound. the regu.1M"s thundered 
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otf 8ftar th-.> 1'"leeini~ Con;':eder;,te~. !n the mopping up 

o:.Jerati-:-;nB which ensued, thR ca.valry leaders rSp:lrted. thnt. 

their men captured nearly 1.000 prisof}.:rs, tHO battle flags, 

claimed. that they reached tile guns first. lfeneral ;~errltt. 

in his "After .:"cti~in :'ElJX)rt", }l()"W8vor. gave 71tzhugh ' e 

brigade credit for this suCCess. 1J7 

G-rif.fln IS ."1nd :.yres' divisions roached r'ive ::'orks 

imNediately after the cavalry carried the position. The 

large number of units which h.1.d c0nvergec on th~ strategic 

crossroads caused. Oansidl'l"r8.blo aon!"uaion. .'\.8 soon as 

Sheridan and hie offieers had restored a semblance of O:rd('!T. , 

a pursuit. was organized. f...evin wheeled his division to the 

left. and rented his right on ·::;rii"fin's division. A...vres' 

divie':..on was Mssad behind Griffin's. IJpan the eonpletion of 

th-ese:· dbpositlc>ne. the Union battle llne rolled westward. 

The ~"hit.e Oak rond served as tho axis of' the Federal advanee. 1:38 

massed Capehart's and '-lella' brigades opposite the Rebel 

right. In accordance with V.erritt's instructions, CUster had 

remounted _1::..heso two un1 ta.. ·,,'hen the sound ot heavy firing 1n 

the east reached Custer t 5' ears. hB prepared to at t..'lck. To 
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cover h" s advance and dr«,; th~ fire nf the greyolads' 

artillery, Custer directed t.he 15th ;iew York Qf {ells I 

brig3de to feign a frontal attack on Ccr-se',',l ll".a1n line of 

resistance. ,\f'tf'r the 3th ~lew Y()l'"k had I':!ngaged the "ilebal 

:artillery, Custer would load Capehart's and '-Ie1191 bri2'ades 

forvard and try to turn C'.orse I f1 right t1:..nk. ;:;Orsfl's 

"firgima infantry brigadn had been reinforced by OM o£ 

Rooney Lee's bt'igades whiah h...d been dtsmounted. 139 

~'lben Custer Eave t.he 'doro. the 15th !'lew York t.hrew 

down fences in front of the Confederate works. :~<3xt .• the 

regaent. ooverod by a strong torce or s-k1.rmishers, charged 

th~ battery. The det.erm1ned Ne;( Yorkern. despite being 

exposed to n "terrible cross-fire" £rom the :'50uthern in!.'ant.r;v 

p-;sted in rifle pits and behind barricades. eharged u? to t;'e 

very rou!!lzles of' the oanister·-belching gu.ns. ;"',ep.llsed, the 

:;ew Yorkers raIl baok. A second attempt to reach the gun.o; 

abo ended in f'ailure and. the reg1mtmt retreat,,~d. leaving a 

nwnber ot dead and wounded scattQI'ed on the fiald 4 140 

flS soon as the 15th Ne~" Tark had launched 1h 

frontal attao:< on. Corsels '!:rigade. Custer IOOVed forward with 

Capehart 'ft-aOO -·Jells' conmwnds. net"ore th~ Confadorates 

could shift the position of their guns, Gu.ster'" troopers had 
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~,,'..re~t ar:.J 'n.: their right .fl;mk. ?Ushinr ea6t ...... ard. Custer 

.'ou,~ht to :1eize a p:>sition in the r>"ar of Corse's main line 

of resistance. Pafore Custer could seCUl"€ hi3 objective, 

,i.coney :ee intercepted his column. :nllnted ;.1en of' the blue 

and th~ gray .. lOved simultaneously to the att'lck. -:'he 

fighting ebbed fl.nd flowed. Hooney I.ee's troopers, ho.mver, 

h"ld thr'lr position nnd ·::Uster f s drive to turn thB Reool 

right was checked. Custar was unable to smRsh Rooney lea's 

coIlll",and and out his wav through and join the Union forooa 

approaohing trom the east. ':'his !~Ul't have been very 

frustrating to the ap.gressive Cunter. because the roar of 

batt.le was steadi1..y drawing near. n aartain indication thnt 

:arren wa~ driving the Confederates bei"ere hiIn. 141 

,ben ·,·iarron overtook Crawt'ord's division. h~? found 

the troops 1n positi"n in the edg~. of the woods on t.he east 

side of Gillirun's field. The right flank brigade. ?Cr·l!ogg's. 

,-,f Crawi"ord' 5 d:5.vision was massed 1n the ti.'TI.oor north c:f the 

.bite 8ak road. At the samf"~ time. Custer';'3 divis!.nn was 

being: held at bay south and west of the field by ;looney !..ae l s 

~.roopers. :arran vas distressed to observe that Cra.wf'ord' s 

soldiers Trere hesitant about oovirl« aga1nst t..'1e bres.!Jtworka 

held by Corso'n Virginians on the opposite aide of the field, 



disnrgllrllzed Crawforc: IS f'ot'lr.atinna. '!hi I€' thore h'ld been no 

0roer t:'J halt. and !1Rny uf the junior officers 'I'f~..rc urClnC 

142 the ir£lu~nee .,f their commsn:lATS". refUned t(l budge. 

\1't6r alloH1.ng <l few mitll.ltee; for the officers to 

flag in his haOO. 'Tho general was accompanied by :'-:aptain 

s h<:> 

moved. th(' r:en~rnl cnlled for tl:Jo3e wi thin hR'.lring to follow 

him. :':verywhere along the front, the color-bearers and 

or.r100rs spn.lne fOl"lomrd. ::l':litUng a might)' ~hout. Crewford I s 

divisi..,n drove v) the attack. In spite of a scathing rire, 

the Conf'edel'ates :-rore Il1Rde priooners. and the rerr .... inrlar 

dispersl?d. %rgAant ··~iram A. ::alavie of the 11th Pennsylvania 

(Baxterls brigade) captured the colors or the J2d Virginia • 

. ~hen within a r(/JIII paces (If 'the '..mrka. Ceneral !QI'ran'.r; horse 

was shot from u.nder h1.nl. '!'o shield thfl reneral. ~p.utanant 

Colonel !iollon Ricllard~""On ("of the 7th .:i.sconsin leaped between 

-:'he colonel wns cut down. b.adl,y wounded. 

One of the gen~ra1'~ 
, 14, 

orderlies was :\11l0 .-::11led. 
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?ollowing the defeat of 00~gefs brigade. Crawford's 

troops pushed westwArd alene: the ., mite Oak road, l;<.O;:>ping up 

scattered pockets of resiatllnce. The column proceeded aoout 

one_hail mila.. There were no !!"..orc Conf'ooorates in si£-ht .nn:l 

144 it had started to eAt dark so .arran halted tho pursuit. 

<'Ihen General ?ickalt ordorod Corse into position on 

the wast side or Gilliam's rield t he direoted Rooney Iae to 

be prepa.red to raIl b.p.ck toward the Southside Railroad. 

Using his ~unted brigade to cover his dismounted unit. 

Rooney tee tought a skillful dela::ring action. The retroat 

'Was slow and dellberatn. After the COllapse ot CorBels 

brigade had exposed his lef't, ;{ooney Lee qUiokensd. the paee 

of his withdrawal. ~wen then. Guster ·"'as unable to aut off 

any appreciable rAUnber o£ Lee's troopers. Prossed. by 

CUster's blueooats. Rooney Lee'g troopers passed up the ',0/. 

i'4'!bney road. Af't.er crossing Hatcher' ~ !,nm. llooney lee's 

dtvision marched to the Ford's GItIlrch road. where tbft general 

rePQrtGd to Fib !.ee. Custer £ollo'W'ed the Confederates for 

about six miles. Darkneas. ooWIIWer. f1nal1y compelled Custer 

to give up the pursuit.. jl.etraoing their steps. Cuater'3 

troopers eareI*i upon the batUef'ield. Here. Pennington's 

brigade rejoined the division. 145 
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:'he shattered remnants of Corse's, Hansom's • 

.')teuart's. and ·.-fallnce's brigades made their '.fa;:,' through the 

"WOOds a.nd fields mrth of the ",fhite Oak road. \i'ter · ... ading 

Hatche'!'" s Hun. too survivors 01" th", diaaster gained the .... ,. 

Dabney rond. By the time the troops had. reached the vicinity 

of the Southside ~'nilroad. the officers haC. restored a 

semblance of order. A.f't.er the units had been pat'tiRlly 

re_formed. Pickett moved his aolllll'ltU'ai to\oJnrd. 't'...xet:er ll".ills at 

the mouth of 1,\'h1pponook Creek. He planned to ford th~~ 

Appomattox at that }Xtint ani rejo1.n the kr:rr! of Northern 

Virginia .. l.46 

As BOOn as he halted Crawford's division. "·-Jarren 

called for Colonel Bankhead.. TIle general tol.d the utafr 

officer to fUxi Sheridan aTd t'eJXlrt. what had happened. In 

addition. Bankhead waG to ask for t"reah 1,nstrv.cUon8. ,-;'hon 

the co1onel returned. to "darren's command post.. he told the 

general that orders had a..lread'3" been sent. Shortly thereafter, 

Colonel George A. Forsyth rode up and at 7 p. Dl. handed 

:..Jarren the following message: 

Major-Oeneral. ''''arren, ool'lllDSMing 
-htth ArI11y Corps, 1s relieved i"rom duty, 

and will roport at once tor orders to 
Ueu.tenatrt.-Genttral Grant, ooMl.'la..Dding 
Ann1es of the United States. ]#7 



farren's apparently lackadaisical attitude at the 

tilue that he was m.arsha!1ng the V Corps at Oravell;y Hun 

Chureh had gratolJd on Sheridan' 3 nervu:'I.. ColJlll'lenting C'n this. 

in his "After Action Rapea·t .. , Sheridan obaorved: 

••• General Aarren did not exert 
himself to get up his eorpa as rapidly as 
he might have dona, and his manner gave 
ioIf' the ilnpreasion th>:>.t he wished tho sun 
tn rro down before d13J)Os1t1fl§S for the 
at tack could be oompJ.et.oo. 

A little latur, Sheridan exploded. The incident. 

... hieh triggered ;olarren 1 s reliEt!" was the unst..ead1.nsss shown by 

Gwyn's brigade in the ~tt.ack on "the return". Sheridan 

reported: 

During thia attack I again became 
dissatisfied wi til ORneral '·,farren. During 
the engagement portions o£ his line gave 
way when n:>t exposed to a heavy f1re. and 
sLnply from want of confidence on the 
part of the trooPS. whi¢h ',>l~n did not 
exert. hlmsf>lf to inspire. l~ 

Sber1dnn noeordingly drafied an order rel1eving 

'--iarren of the oommand ot the V Corps. At the same t.1.mQ. 

Sheridan d1re~ Ch-Uf'in to take oharge ot the OOrpSl and 

push the Rebels down the :./hit. Oak road. (General Bartlett 

would as~ oommnnd of" Griffints division; Pearson was to 

take over BartJ.ett's brigade.) By this time. however. 



[ 

.;'heridan and J-ri.f'f"ln had reached ~~ive Forks and the victory 

150 ~s c(llIlplete. 

L1 t tla drem:dng that his relief £'rom tho ccmmand of 

his eor;:.s had. ever been thought of, "'/jarren hastened to 

s}er1dan's cotlll!llU'ld post.. His object was to try to persuade 

lheridan to reoon.<Jider hh action.. The l'e~ he ro-ceived, 

1econe1dor1 H ..... ! I don't reconsider nv determinat.ion." 1.51 

'.riUng of" ';'arren's relief. Captain Charles H. 

?tel' observ6d t 

Thus. on tho f'1.eld o£ batt.le, an.er 
the rrnst suooess:f'u1 day's work that he 
had ever taken part in, was -,"'arran 
deprlvad or th\~ col!ll19.trl ot the corps 
'Which he had Co~ since Marah~ 1864, 
and a pos1 t10n he had earned by the right 
or soldi.erly courage and brilliant. 
opera.!1o.Q.8 011 Vlal"U fields. Eeglnn1ng at 
... LBi&/ TIethel. his nruue is aasoc.1ated 
with e"IfIJrY field upon which the ArI\Y of" 
the Potomao was engaged. 1-'2 

Sargeant. °4:UlilUll A. !~nt.zer ot" tho J9th Maasacmse:t.ta 

to1d.Mings 

Sheridan ut. Five Forks with his ,tan. r1.d1ng alDng the rear of our lima t 
~. "See tho Sons of B ••• 8 run! 
\1w them H •• 1, toys!" After go1ng B. 

s.t.Ue way into the woods we came to the 
ear of the Rebel works. where I saw a 
ad beh1hd the !!lAme tiring at. our folks. 
UIIId.Dg on my 'bqoll$'t. I jumped to the 
Irks and ordered him to CODle out; he 



looked up taxi had the i.:npudence, with a 
amile on his face. to sa.v~ "I N19h you 
would let me fire theSR five cartridges. II 
I think I swore some arrl told h1.rJi I'd 
plt the ba;yonet. right t.hrough him unless 
he came out at once. ar.d. he came. itlhen 
going to th~ rear with 1tW pr190ner I saw 
Generd farren riding th~ same ~. but 
mot till the next morning did I krxrn' that 
our great and eood l~ad~rl~d been 
reUeved of hig oolJfDlal'Xl. 

It WAS not until a Court. of Irqu1rY wa.s Convened. in 

1879 that iian-en was cleared. o£ th<":' grave "accu,sat.1one OJ" 

~.'l4 
imputations" ~led against him by General Sl'lerWan. 

Under Ori.f't1n'" d1rection. thf'l V Corps kept up the 

purmdt untU darknoas pu.t a atop to the day'S' operations. 

Sheridan now 1.ssued orders for Or1.f':f'in to reaa.ll his troops. 

Ayres' :too Crawford's divisions were to bivouao at right 

.9:ngles to the "1hite '.)ak road • .facing Bast; Bartlett's division 

was to watch the Ford' 3 r::huroh road. It was about II p. m .. 

bef'ore the last of the tired ini"antry onmped. 15.5 

Dev1n t s troopers, who bad spearheaded the final 

stage of' the mopping up operations on the '.Jh1t,e Oak road, 

aloo retraced their sUrp". ~e Orrtal.rymen spent the night on 

the \1T!dow 01lHamia plantation. 156 

-By 514' p. lll., the news Naohed Grant., that 

Mackens1e t a division had driven across the Wh1.~ Oak road. 
<. 
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ar.d :,h,erirlan was aboat tc assault the Confederate position at 

?ive ?orks. Grant informed "feade th..t it might be a good 

1.dea to have Humphreys '.Jheal Hiles' division to the le.rt. 

:.riles 1 soldiers would bo used t.,') occupy the p08i tioll h~ld. ty 

Grift'in I s division fol.lo\fl.ng tho 'battle o£ ·tJhite Jak road. 

and thus prevent th,1 Confederates from sending reinf"orcements 

to ?1ckett's task force. 1.57 

Chief' or ',tar.f Webb 1nunedlateJ.y forwarded Grant I ft 

telegram from Meade I 9 hEtadqlUl.rters to HUlllphreys t oaICDru'ld post.. 

Humphreys, in turn, directed !-u.l~s to carry out Grant's 

9U@,.£estion. ',.fuAn )-I1.los gave the word, his brj.gade comman1ers 

led their troops f'orward. A strol'lg sk1rm.1sb line ooverad 

Miles' c.ttlo l.ioo -.then it moved out o:f the works covering 

the ~ydton plank road. Ni1.os had three brigades (Scott's I 

?amsey's, .9.00. Y!aciill's) in front. and one (Nugent's) in 

reserve. The divi.sion succeeded in reaching its objective 

-..rithout. encountering an;y opposition. Miles' right flank 

brigade (Kadill's) and center brigade (Ramsey's) occu.p1ed the 

rUle ~t8 which the division had thrown up and oOOl.lp1ed the 

previous evening. Madill's troops were in contact. with !i:>t.t'3 

Gn their rtght. Scott's brigade. on Miles' lett. was: posted 

in the Wl:>J."ka covering th(;l ·,-Jhi.te Oak road. which had been held 

by f(r1f":tl,n's div1.sion on the night or tho J1st. Since his 



le!'t flank 'lmS renting in the air. ',oott refused it. NugeTltla 

1$\ 
brigade was stationed behin:l Scott.'.9 ooll2DUU'ld. 

A little atter 4 p. 1Il... the oi"f'ioers gat.hered at 

n~nmrRl Andersnn's hAaciquartarR heard heavy firing toward the 

west. It was not. long 'baf'ore Genera.l 18e reoei't9d his first 

inoompl9te t1d1ngs of t.he debaole. ..\8 waa his habit when 

rnald.ng his first adjuat.ro&nt.s to a new situation. the geflOrlll 

in his daep 'VOioe asked abstractedly' or the cavalry offiO'4lll" 

who had brought the news, .... ([911. Captain, what shall we do1" 1.59 

The beat General lee could do W83 Uttle enough. 

ani it enta1led new risk8. He would have to M18h infAntry 

reinforoements to try to prevent the ann1hUation o£ 

P1ckett's task .torce. At. 5:45. Iss ordered And~son to send 

Bushrod JohDson an::i tN-ee trigades (Hunton's, Stansel's. and 

·<-I1se l s) to Ford's CJmrch Cross1.ng, on the Southside Railroad. 

Forty .. live minutea later. Johnson marched with his thr_ 

brigades. 1'h1o meant the virtual abandorment of thD.t part. of 

the Peteretqtg defenses wit.h1.n the bend of Hatcher's Rlm. 160 

'I'he departure of Johnson t s COlIIUaJXi left f'our 

'br1gades (Cook's, ~tl'J, }f(lOowan's. atxi HeRaels) to lx:Ild 

the f'ortil1CaUons from the Claiborne road to Armstrong' 8 

M1.ll. A. 8ingle regiment i'rom. JW'man'~ hrigac1e and McRae's 
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sharpshoot.ers ware given the task or OCCt1py111g the eartlnrorks 

r~rmerl,y he1d by two bl"igades _ 1t1nton's and .:lscls. 161 

Colonel 2ol"t~r carried the first news of the 

sm.ashing vtctory to Grant'!': hendquQl"t.ers. It was about 7 J 30 

o t eloek ..mp.n Porter left. Five: Pbrks.. ;\.8 he rode off t Porter 

rf1cm.ll.OO 1 

Thc'J roads in plaQe3 were oordUl"Oyed 
..nth captured muskets. AnmlU.nit.ion tra1.na 
am runbulaneel1 were 3till atruggl1ng 
torward for ad.lcs; t.eamat.el"s. prisoners. 
stragglers. and -.round$(! were Chol:d.ng the 
roadway. The aot'f"ee-bol1ers had k1ndled 
their fire94 Cheers were reBOunding Oll 
all sides, and everybody was rtotoUB over 
the vieto~-. .\ oorsemaJl had to pick his 
w .. y through this jubilant eon:iition or 
thing:!! .9..9 Met hI? could, as he did noIk 
ha.ve the right 01" ww:y by ar:ar !llfJ1lna 4 2 

'l'l-avel1ng by way at: the ?rooks road, ?orter turned 

1.nto the Boydton plank road4 As thf'! oolonel rode along. his 

orderly' CAlled out to a group 0:£ soldiers the news or t.he 

victory. 'The o~ rG8p)nee he received was !'rom one ot the 

men, who raised b1.s open hand to his i'ace. put his thumb to 

his nose, and shouted, !tNo. you don't _ Aprili"ool." It was 

then Umt Colonel Portar re.al.1zed that it was April 1. 

_lieao:ldng Dabney's Mill. Porter found Grant and most 

o£ his Sltatf' 91 tUng betore a oamp fire. The general W83 
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clad in his bll1e oaVl1lry Qverco."1t. and the ever_present cigar 

was in hll! !llOuth. \:;'1 ?ort..e" approacr.ed the (!rOuP. he began 

"shou ling tho good "Gus" a ~~0r'ter !"crnef'loored that: 

• ... in n mment nll but the 
imperturbable general-in-chief wore on 
their feet giving vent to wiJA 
demonstrations of joy. to'or SOtiJ,': :UnutCis 
there w::ts n be'" ... ildering state of' 
a:c:1t~'..1ent. grn15pj.ng or hands. tosaing up 
of hats. and slapping of each other on 
the back. It !ll€!anl the -beginni.ng or the 
end __ ths reaoh1.ng of the "last ditch". 
It pointed to peaee and. home. Dignity 
was throvn to t!1iCl ,.,.1ms. 

Crant. 88 expec:ted, 33ked the usu.nl question. ~How 

maru prisoners have been taker:'ll! 

Porter WaD ha?W to report that Sheridan I;; prnvost. 

marshal had estimated that over 5,OOG C~nrederatee had been 

cap-lured. As Porter recalled, "thl.s was th", only part of ••• 

ffi~ recital. that sOGmed to call r<')l"th a responsive 

expression from ••• [Grant' if usually ilnpasdv& features." 

batt.le. Grant. wi th S<!Jlrce~ a word. walked into his tent. 

By the llght ot a tllcker1.l1g candle. he piclcad up his 

"l'18!li.told writer". a. small book 'Which retained. a eopy ot the 

material ~tt3n. As soon as the genera.l had finished. 

several d1~toh9S. he hended them t.o an ord"r 1y to be sent 
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over the field telegraph. '!np.rginr, f'rCII\ his tent, the 

general r<'j')in~d the off"iCfJ!'s nround th~ ca.'t!;' fire. Grant 

than remarked as coolly RS i~ ho were :r.aking 8. t'!OlmlIf?nt on t1"'.o 

weather. "I have ordered an immediate ::l5-sault :110r.g the lines. It 16, 

Pickett's task f'1ree had ~, r:u ted ".it h Cl 106e:. 

according to the Federal reports, (If rot less throt 4.5(',0 

prisoners. 13 stand o~ colora. nnd 6 gun.OJ. Confeder"3te dead 

Yankee-a. '!."'he :kmthsrners failed to $lh-:" t 11 ret.ur1'l e11t1lm!'!'atlng 

their loases f".rom tho bn.ttls 4 

General -'[arren stated th<1.t the V Corpa at Five Forks 

oaptured 3.244 l'3.f:'n '.d .. th thc~ ru-m:-:;, 11 t"sogi.:nf'ntal ~ttle f"lag.s, 

and one 4-gun battery (~cO-rel!.Orl:J). with its eai!Jeona. ':'he 

larger part or the :risorwrs were captur('d by !'~e8' and 

~r1f.rinI8 divi3ions. t·t the ea..-tie tine. the V Corps lost 1n 

killed, wounded. and mlS3ing 6)3. G,f which Joe were in 

Cra-:,rfordls di.vision. 208 in A"rss' diviaion. and 125 in 

Or1£t~n'8 dlv1ei~n. 164 

3he1"1dan':3 and Maokenz1~ 1:.- oavalry oolllllUU'Xla did : ot 

su£ter very ereatly in the battle. lrurtead of sub:1l1.ttine a 

cava~ leaders listed thair casu~ltiGB fer the period from 
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?-larch 29 through April).. ~ prop:n"Uon of ea,,~lry ~ffieers 

killed. and. wounded 1n this battle. howwver. 'W<!s large. 16, 

Pickett's tnsk' f'oree had been tert"ibly mauled. His 

cavalry had suff'ct'ed slightly; £1.':..:0 five inf"<'tntry brigades h;ld 

been out to pleoeB. Tha ~attle of Five Forks !'Ia.rked the 

beginn1ng of' til", end ror tbe .A.rn\v nf Northern Virginia. t':!y 

thi:: viotory. Gener&l Grant had succeeded in crushing Lee's 

right flank and rend.cred untenable the p:!sition at Petersburg 

whioh the Con1'ederates had resolutely hald since the previous 

June in the f"ace of tremendous Union preasure. lee l-muld row 

have to evacuate th~ Potersburg_~lehrnond area and moVe into 

the f101d. where his men would not have the advantAge ot 

earthworks. Tha Union superiority in manpowGT and o;,qulpment 

could be used. to their tun advantage. 

The Union Viotor,y had been sweeping and complete. 



~;otes on .'art V~"':' 

T~,e T"attle 

1 t:reem,Il1, ~ Hlqltenant"" :F. 660; 2. ~ •• 3er1."" ~. Vol. 

xr.v:. pt. If 129'7. Humphr",ys. The Virginia Ca.m!?aign 2£ '~. 

2 F'l'ceman. Lee's :.i'""utennpt§. tII, 661; 2. ~ .• 3eri'1s 1. Vol. 

nVI, pt. :r. 1264: l:!\llIlphreyS, .Ill2 Virginia CEU!!paign 2i. '.25. 

)42. 

:3 'Freeman, tee IS :.ieutennntp. III. 661. 

J~ l.!J.st. 

5 ~ •• 661_662; Hum.phreys. ':'he Virdnia CaInPf!ir:;n of '25.. 

}'''J. 

6 ';'reeman. :L../i"e'§ l.iflutenants, III. 662. It is possicle, lut 

it does n"t seetl!. probable. thllt !.ee's telegr8.)hic orders for 

Pickett to hold 1..'ive Forks covered an acknowledgment of 

Picket t 's requer->t for reinforceMents nnd 3. diversion. ,l, 

report from Pickett eVi()ently had reached. ~ headquart'~rs 

on the mornin~ of the l."lt. Indications are. however, that it 

covered only the ev~nts af the ")reViOU5 night. In hi::> rep:::!rt 

to ':'ecret.a.ry of far 'Tecklnridge on the evening of the 1st. 

i 



L.."e described Plclcctt'~ r'·port t)f the nii:ht of :<arch JI-April 

I, r.ut did not say anytninc; to sur,..rest th.-t Pickett h~d 

:lPPE"a1f'd for assistance. See Q. E., :)€ri~9 :;:. Vol. :C.NI, ?t. 

I, 126)_1264. Absence or all evidence durinc; the afternoon 

t!1at !~8 had arw specific appAnl from Pickett reI' help '.JOuld 

indioate th.'lt ?1ck0tt'S memory ot: events wa.s fuzzy when he 

'.-T!"'ote his r"port, or else that his telegram miseal*ried. It 

'3carcely seems possible thilt so important message, if' 

reeelved at GHQ, would have c.aen forgotten by Lee, by 

Colonel >'alter 7.aylor, and by the oth(lrs who :.rrote of the 

Avents of April 1. Freeman, Lee's Ueutenants, In, 662. 

7 Freellllln, ~ Lieutenants. III. 662; Humphreys, .Th!. 

Virginia Cam.paign w:. '.6.5., )44. 

8 Freeman. ~ Lieutenants. Ill, 66J-664; Humphreys. Ibf.. 

Virginia Capmaigu 2.£ 1£.5.. )44. 

9 Humphreys. 1.1lli Virginia Camnai/tn 2.t '2.5.. )44. 

10 ills!: I<'reell\nn. ~ Lieutenants, III. 661 ... 

11 Freeman. ~ Lieutenants, III, 664. 

12 llWi, 

13 Ibid •• 6<55. 

14 Frneman, l!. li . .1:&!t. IV. :35-J6. 

15 1M9. •• 36. 

11 



lIS Ibid., 37. 

17 Q.. 11 •• Serie~ I. Vol. XLVI. pt. I. 1280. 

18 rreelllM. B,. S,. ~. rI, 37. 

19 IU!i.. 

20 Ibid. 

21 J..QJ.S..; Q. ii. t Series I, Vol. XLVI. pt. I. 1288. 

?2 Q.. E. •• ,series- It Vol. XLVI. ?t. II!, 1372. CnlonelOttld 

WAS the Confeder~ta agent in charge af the exchange af 

?risoners at City Point, Virginia. 

23 I!lli!.. 1372. 1377; ti. §.. 1&!.. N. )8. 

24 Fnel!l.Rn, ~ TJ,eutenaotB. III, 665-666. 

25 IU!i. .. 666. 

26 IU!i.. 

27 Ibid. 

(:8 .llWl •• 667. 

29 1l2l.s!.. $7..¢68. 

30 IU!i. .. $8. 

31 IU!i.. 

32 IU!i... 669. 

33 2. li •• Series r, Vol. XIlrI, f,lt. I, 110J. (For the 

details o.t:.3heridan ' ", J a. Ill. aom.rnunicat1on to ,"arrer., see 

part VI of the F1ve Forks study.) 

Ui 



)4 Ibid,. 11JO. 

35 Ibid., 1104. 

36 .1J2..1.S. •• 1100, 1130. .Sheridan also ~inted out, "General 

-\yres was unable V..., r,et into thH enenw' 3 rear in time to 

attack as eX;:JE'cted o'ling t" the darkne(]s and bad roads ••• 

l.t.1!i.. 1100. 

37 .!!2.12... lU7. llYC. 1135. Colonel Pennington deployed 

three of his reg1menta Lnto line of battle, While holding a 

fourth (the Zd Chio) in reserve. 

38 ~., 11)0, 1135. 

39 Ib~d., 1118, 1130. 

40 ~ •• 1118, 112J. 

41 Ibid .. illJ. 

47 Ibid •• 1123-1124. 

4) l!tJ.d •• 1124. 1128. 

114 .:.lW!.., 1135. 

45 lOid .. 1139. 

.' 

46 ~ •• 1144, 1149. 1157; ~Map of th~ Battle field of Five 

Fork$~. (files, National Archives), 

47 Q • .ii., '3erie9 I, Vol. XLVI, pt. III. 436-437. 

48 Q.. l!.,-Series It Vol. XLVI. pt. It ll04. 1244. 

49 Porter. "Five Forks and the Pursu::" t of Lee". 711-712. 

iv 



50 Humphreys. The Vil'ginia campaign saL '§.5,. 344. 

51 Q. R ... Series I. Vol. XLVI. :It. :. 1104. Sheridan 

indicated in his "After Action Report" that Gillespie had 

rFoonnoitered the area. At Warren's Court of Inquiry, 

Gillespie testifiedl 

• •• that he had made no 
reconnaissance of the O~IS works 
be.fore the altaole; tha.t the cavalrY had 
moved directly np tho LDtnw1ddi.!!1 road. 
and gra.dually pret!sed the enemy behind 
his ·.mrks; that he did not know that 
there was a return, nor did. he kmw ita 
direotion from the position where the 
F1£'th Corps was fonnoo.; that he was 
instructed by General 3heridan to Be-lect 
ground which would hold General ' .... llI'ren's 
corps closo under the right flnnk of 
Devin's COJl'lmand and beyond the 
observntlon of the Itflell\Y, as he wanted to 
put · .... arren in as a turning colwM. 
Hu..mphrey s , .Dl!! V irgin1.a Campaign QJ: '25.. 
J4? 

52 Q. R ... Series It Vol. XLVI, pt .. I. 829, 8)1. 

53 .!lll.!t •• 831. 

5S .w4. 

56 llW! •• 831.. 880. 885. 687. 689-890. 897. Kellogg's first 

Une consisted of tho 6th and 7th W1acons1n. the 91st New 

York f'Orme6 his second Une. Baxter had the lO?th 

Pennsylvania. the 97th Naw York, and the J9th Massachusetts 

v 



in h~,3 advar:ce line, the 16th ~mine Pond tho 11th Pennsylvania 

formed his rear line. From rl..ght to -~ert. Coulter's fir~t 

line consisted of tho 56th and 88th Pennsylvania Consolidated 

and the 94th Nell York. His second line had thfl 147th ~lew 

York on tho right, the 95th ~lew Ynrk in the center, and. the 

121st and l42d Pennsylvania C,nsolidatod on the lef't. 

57 ~ •• 8)0. 8J2. 8)8, 850, 854. 860. Chaml'erlain'g 

brigade WAS massed in three Una-a ot battle. Bartlett 

likewise formed his brigade into three linea of two 

battalions each; one small regiment was deployed ns 

s!d.rmishers 1n front, an:!. ona regiment (the 155th Ppnnsylvan1a) 

was held in reserve. 

58 Ill!.l1.. 832. 

59 ~ •• 8)2, 869. 872. 874, 876. Gwyn's initial battle 

line was composed of: the Jd and 4th Dalaware, the 157th and 

191st Pennsylvnnia. ~e 210th Penn$,Ylvanla constituted the 

second line. The 190th Pennsylvania; was thrown fOrl.ard as 

skirmishers. 

60 HUl'Ilphreys, lh!. Virginia CaplI?8J.8n 2!. '22. Jl~6. 

61 ~. li •• Ser1eg I, Vol. XLVI, pt. I, 8,0. 

62 ltisi.--

63 llfJ.!!., SWan. "The Five Forks G/Ullpaign", 376. 

vi 

------



64 Q. 1 .. Series I. Vol. ·~LVI. pt. I. e:n. 

65 Swan. "The Five Forks Campaign". J71_-J75. Po....-ell. 1'l:ui 

.E.1OJl ~~. 802. 

66 Q. R •• Series I. Vol. :n:n. pt. I. 8;1. 

67 l..tis1.. 1105. 

68 IllJ.l;l.. 

69 It!!! .• B)l. 

70 Porter. "The Pi£th Corps at the Battle of Five Forks". 250. 

71 Q.!i .• Series I, Vol. XIYI. pt. I. llO.5. 

72 IllJ.l;l. •• 1105. 1244. 

7 J IllJ.l;l... 12.54. 

74 IllJ.l;l. •• 12.54-1255. 

75 ~ •• 1244. 12.54-1255. Among the C8SJAalt1ea were 

Captain ·,ojilllam ianQaster. killed. and PJ.8.jor Robert S. ,'bnroe 

and Lieutenant Oscar S. Mathews, mortnl.l;y 'oIOuncied. In 

addition, Colonel Spear was woumed in the mopping up 

operations. 

76 IllJ.l;l. .. n05. 1244. 

17 Freeman. l&!t.!.u. Lieutenants. III, 670. 

78 It!!! •• 670-671, 

79 Q.. l!. •• -Beries I. Vol. XLVI. pt. I. 8,2. 869. Humphreys. 

l.Wi Virginia Campaign g,t 1.6.5.. Y"71 Porter, "Five Forks and 



the Pursuit of Lee", 71J; ;)wan, "The Five F'orks Campaign", 

378, Porter, IIFU'th Corp.~ lit the B8;ttle of Fivfl Forks", 250. 

80 Q.. !i •• Series If Vol. X7~VI, pt. I. cJ2, 869; Humphreys, 

.!h!l VirginiA Campaign £.t '£.5., 347; Swan, "Thn Five Forks 

Campaign". 378. 

81 lMS.. 

82 Q. B, •• Series I. Vol. XLVI, pt. It 869; Porter. "Five 

Forks ar.d ths Pursuit of ree, 71J"; Powell, .!Ill. EWh ~ 

"""""-. 80J. 

83 ~. E •• Series I. Vol. X~VII pt. I, 832, 869. 

84 Portal", "Five J<~orks and the ?ursui t of Lee", 713. 

85, Ibid. 

86 ~.i Q. B •• Series I, Vol. XLVI. pt. II 869. 

87 Porter. "Five Forks and -=-he Pursuit lif Lee", 71). 

58 ~.; 2. li .. -">9r1es I, Vol. XU'I. pt. I, 869-876. "The 

return" was batweGn 700 and 8eo yards »eat of the junct~on of 

the Gravelly Run Church and Nhi te Oruc roads I instead of in 

the vicin1:t¥ of the junction. Powell • .l:b& ~ .km. ~. 

804. 

89 Porter, ~Five ForKS and the PurS'u,1t of Lee". 713. 

9.0 Q. a .• Series It Vol. XLVI. pt. I. 569. 870-87'. Colonel 

Gr1ndlay reported. that his brigade captured four stand of 

viii 



colors. Four enlisted men (Corporal ,\ugu:;t Kauss of the 15th 

New York Heavy ,'<rtillary. Sergeant Hobert F. Shipll.'Y of the 

140th New York, and Sergeant Thomas J. ~~hy and Private 

Davld :::dward.s of the 146th New 'fork). were reCOllIIllerxied for 

and received the Medal of Honor for capturing these flags. 

Colonel :;tanton credited his commaoo with capturing two stand 

of colors. Lieutenant Jacob Keagle ot the 7th Maryland and 

?rlvate Joseph Stowert of th8 1st Maryland received the Medal 

of Honor tor this feat. Gwyn1s brigade also oaptured two 

battle tlaga. 

91 Parter. "Five Forks and the I\trsuit ~r tee ll • 713-714. 

92 Q • .6. •• Series I. Vol. XLVI, pt. It 870. 

9:3 ~ •• 8)2-8'J, 8:>7; Humphreys • .!tw. Virginia Campaign Sll. 

!.!i.:i. J4lI. 

94 Swan, "The Five Forks Campaign". 396. 

95 Q. R •• Series I. Vol. XLVI, pt. I. 8". 

96 1II.l.!i, 

91 .ItW1 •• 880; Powell • .1'.W!.W!h AaJz.~. 804. 

96 2,. B..I SAr1es -':. Vol. XDlI. ?t. I, 88.5. 887; 3wan. "'l'he 

Five Forks CampAign", J97. 

99 Swsn-;--IIThe Five Forks Campaign". W. 

100 1II.l.!i •• )98. 



101 r,UlTIPhreys,:r.m. Virrrin1;a Camoolm 9t '£.5., )49; Q.. E. •• 

Series :. Vol. XLVI. pt. It 833. 

102 Q.. B. .. Saries =. Vol. XLVI. pt.. I, 8)8. 

lOJ ~ •• 8)8. 850. 

104 ]J;W! •• 8614 

l05 ~ •• 8)7-8)8. 86l. 

10::6 lWJi •• 8)2, 637-838. 850. Chamberlain's brigade marched 

out of the woods by the left flank arrl. passing southeast ot 

the "Chi.mneysn. proceeded up the ravine in the direction of 

the firing. SWan. "The Five Forks CatI1.paign". )98. 

107 Q4 .!i., Series I, Vol. XLVI, pt. I. 8)7-838. 

loa 114& .. 6:39.850; Humphreys. IlliL Virdn1i Campeign 2L '£.2. 

349. 

109 Q. E.., Series I, Vol. xLVI, pt. It 850. 854. 656. At 

first. the 18?th and IB9th New York had ~en dep~ed as 

sk1.rmishers. ~fuen Griffin advanced against the M'W' 

Confederate line, the akir11l1shers were recalled. By the time 

that the of't1OEtl"B in oharge of the lC7th and 189th He'.,· "fork 

had nlUstereci the1l" troops. the rest of the division had moved 

of'f. 

110 1JW[."; B:J9. 850. 8.54. 86l. 865. 868. The ",,_er of 

the 20th. Maine. I..1.eutenant Colonel ''''alter a. Horrill. 

x 



reported thnt hl.9 re;;;iroent captured the colora of the 9th 

Virginia. 

111 llis1 .• 850. 

112 llll.ll •• 839. 868. 

113 lhlJi .• 881; Hwuphreys, 1lJ§. Virginia CaplPaign 9.! t~. 

)49-350. 

ll4 2,. 11 •• 3eries I. Vol. XLVI, ?t. I, 835. 881. 897. 

115 llll.ll .. 835. 

116 ~., 8J5. 881, 897. 

117 Iti!i., 866. 

118 Il21Q," 863. 867. 

119 Freemnn. ~ !4.eutenav\s. In. 669-670. 

120 I!2!9.., 670; Q. E, •• Series I. Vol. XLVI, pt. I. 1299-1JOO. 

121 Humphreys. l.'b!l Vkg1nia Cwwa1m 2A. '2.5. 350. 

122 Ibid.; 2. • .R •• Series I. Vol. XLVI. pt. I. 835, 881. 897; 

Swan, "The Five Forks Campaign". 402-40). 

12) Q. li •• Series 1, Vol. XLVI. pt. I. 8)5. 888. E97. 

124 ~ •• 8'5, Porter. "F1fth Corps at the Battle of Five 

FOl"kslt I 253. 

125 Humphreys, lb!l Virginia Campaign ru:. 1.95. 351; Q.. li .• 

Series I. Vol. XLVI, pt. I, 835. 



1'6 -,. E. •• Series I. Vol. X~Vl. ::-t. T 1~44-1245. 1251. .. 
127 .Il2Y!. •• 864-865. At 7 p. m .. ¥.Iljor SlUe Spear with his 

t~ ¢n11l:)anies of the lBt ~~aine took positbn at the ford. 

;hen they approached the bn.nk of Hatcher I s Run. the Federals 

were fired on l:!Y a detai~ of Rosser's collJ1llal"lrl. which was 

posted on th~ far side. The Yankees returned this fire. 

Uter about an hoW', General MackenziR rode up and. told Spear 

th8t his men were shooting at. the1..r own oomradea o V.ackenzie 

then asked Captain Charles F. 3a.wyer to hAve his oompazv 

oroes the run. Sawyer re£'u.sed. stating that he had seen the 

foe. Next. Mackenzie request.ed Captain Wil.l1am. Q. Howes to 

send a patrol aarosa. In the meantL'tI9. the soldiers on the 

nort.h bank had started answering the Mn..inem.en I s !'halloos" 

:"ith the cry that they ,mre the "}!lnth New York Cavalryll. 

:lawyer. however. ref'u.sed to let. Howes oan:oy out Maoketn,1e I s 

reque,<>t. '!\.To sergeant.s (unkrown to Sawyer) volunteered to 

cross the run. ')n doing so, th0Y wer~ captured. This 

convinced Maokenr.1e that he had been mistaken, and he 

returned to his aamp. 

128 Humphreys,!Wt Virginia CampAign g,t '£5., 353; .2.. R •• 

129 Q,. ;a •• Series I, Vol. XLVI, pt. I. lll.8, ll)O. 

x11 



130 Ibid. 

1)1 ~., 1135. 

132 Ibid. •• 1118. 1124, 1135. 

133 ~., 1124, 11J5-1136. 

1)4 ~ •• 1124, 1136; Humphreys, The Virginia Campaign Q.,t 

~, 3.50-351; Porter, "Five Forks and the .?ureult of Lee". 711 ... 

135 Q. li., Series It Vol. XtvI. pt. I. 11;6; HumDhreys, The 

Virginia Campaign 2L~. 35C-351. 

1J,6 Freeman, ~ L1eutemnts, III. 68). 

1YJ Q. R., Serie:' I, Vi'll. XLVI, pt. I, 1118, 1124, 1136. Swan. 

"The Five Forks CarapalgI'l" I 403-405. Both of the captured 

pieces were 3_1nch rifles, Actually. tb[~ Confederates 

abandoned the guns; they '>tere not taken in a hand_to_hand 

encounter. 

1)8 Q. a., Serios It Vol. XLVI, pt. I, 839. 851. 1124. 

1J9 ~ •• 11)0-11J1. 1139; HUmphreys, 1b& Virginia Campaign 

sI. .~. 351. 

140 Q • .a., Series I. Vol. XLVI. pt. I. 1131. 11)9. In his 

II Ai"ter Act.ion Report", Custer mistakenJvr credits the 8th ~;ew 

York with the attaOk on the battery. 

141 ~ .. 1131. 1139; f~8, !.t:!2 Virginia Campaign 2l. 

~, 351. 

xiii 



142 Porter. \TFUth Corps at the Battla of live Farks". 253; 

Humphreys. The Virginia CMpilir;n 9l: '£.5.. 351-352
i Q. a·. 

SAries T. Vol. Xi-VI, pl. I, 835. 881. 

143 lll.l&. 
144 Humphreys, The Virginia Campaign cl:. '2.5.. 352: Q.. E. .. 

S~riF;S I, Vol. XLVI. ;t. I, 835. 881. 

145 Humphreys. ~ Virginia. Crunpaign 2!. '2.5.. :352: 2,. En 

Series I. Vo 1. XLVI. pt. I. 113l. 

146 RwnphreyB.!.b$t Virginia Campaim 2t '9.5.. 355. 

147 Q,. ri •• Series It Vol. XLV!, pt. I. 835-8,6; Q,. 11., Series 

I. Vol .. XLVI. pt. IIl. 420. 

148 Q.. a .. Series I I Vol. XLVI, pt.. I. 1105. 

149 ll?l.!!.. 
,150 J"hl,d •• 839. 1105. Q. B.o Series I. Vol. XLVI. pt. III, 

420-4211 swan. "T~e Five Forks Campaign". 405. 

151 Porter, "F1tth Corps at the Battle of Five Forks", 254. 

Powell, Dl!!. ~ S:m.!22I:R!.. 809. 

152 Porter. "F1ft.h Corps at. the Battle of Five F'orks". 2.54. 

lS) Roe. Dl!!. Thirty-m.n!r.h f1a,oAAclJusetto , 286. 

1.54 ~mphrey!l.!rut V\I'gin1a. Ca,mpaign 2!. '2.5.. 357-361. 

1.55 2,. !i •• series I. Vol. XUiI. pt. I, 8')9. 1105. 

156 ll?l.!!. •• 1105-1106. 



157 2. ii., >aries I, Vol. ;CD/I? tlt. III, 396. 

158 ilia •• 412; Q.. li .. Series I. Vol. '(LVI. pt. T. 711, ?ll~_ 

715. 724. 734. 745; :,/alker, Hbtnry 2!.!.Im. Second km ~. 

668. 

159 Freeman, Ii. d. ~. IV I 41. 

160 ~.I Q.. Ii., Series I, Vol. XLV:. pt. I, 1288. 

16). Freeman, li. ~. ~ IV. 41i HulllPhreys. ~ virginia 

162 Porter, "Five ForkB and the i"ursu1t of ~". 714. 

16) ~ •• 714-715. 

1614. Q. • .!l .. Series I, Vol. XI»T, pt. I, 836. 840; Hutttphreya, 

The Virginia CarsQliign 9!. "£5:, 353-354. General Bartlett 

reported that the Fir5t Divls:l..on captured 'Z7 officers and 

2.374 enlisted men in the battle. According to the statement 

furnished the >!arren Court of Inquiry by the Adjutant_Generallg 

office, the P'edet"als oaptured 2,063 Confederntes at Fivl':' F'orks. 

General Griff'in submitted the following report of 

oasualtiea suffered qy the V Corps at Five ForkSI 

Command Killed ',igun4ed Missi.ng !.Ill.l!l 

Bartlett's Division 
Chamberlain's Brigade 4 16 2) 
Grego:ry.!..a. Brigado 1 15 16 
PSQrson's Brigade 14 ?2 86 



Command Killed '!I0Unded ¥Assing .T2.W 

Ayres' Divisifm 
Or1ndlay's Brigade 4 Y1 41 
Stanton' [I l'irigade 10 58 12 80 
Gwyn t s Prigade 10 68 9 87 

Crawford's Divisi~n 
Ki·llcgg I s ;lric:ade 12 90 6 108 
Paxter's ~rigade 5 40 2 46 
Coulter's Prisade ..J..5. .l.J.Q ..&1, l!!2 

75 506 53 633 

165 Hlllllphreys • .Ih2. Virdnia Cp"'l1ooign Q.(. .~. 354. 

-


