D-2(
File:
P-e ’i"é’f‘.:séarﬁ

Lo

THE BATTL. JF FPIVE FLRES

Lo Stara ge.

Part I

Gramt frepares to Strike

Following the battle of Dentorwillie, Major General
William T. Sherman's Yirmy Group"” moved to Goldsberw, Korth
Carolina, Here Sherman's troops rendesvoused with the force
comzandod by ador General John ¥, Schofield, After making
srrangsments to have hie troops take a well merited rest, Sherwman
procesded to Ileutenant General lysses S. Grant's headquarters at
City Point, Vierginia.

At a meeting on Marsh 27, Sherman explained the plan of
operationg which he had previously lroached to Grant in a letisr.
Sherman stated that in gase it bLocame neesssary to bring hia
“hemy Group® te the Petersburg front to entcompass the defest of the
Confedargtes, he would be prasdy to march by April 10, If he were
required to muke the movement, Sherman preoposed first 4o threasten
an attack on Raleigh, Rorth Carolina, After executing this feint,
Sherman's "Army Group” would weer to the right, astrilihg the
Toanoke River near Weldon, Noxth Carolina, 60 miles south of
Pateragburg, At Weldon, Sherman's troope would be in an exmellent
position te m_o:m to Purke's Station, the Junction of the Southside
ard the Riohmond and Darwille railroads. The cosupation of Bupke's

Statlon would enabln Sherman's “jirmy Croup" te intercept Genesal
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Robert £, lee's Confederate army in the event thalt it ahould he
compalled to fall back on either Darwille or Iynchburg. If, in
the meantime, Lee's hard-fighting Confederates contimied to hold
Grapnt at bay, Sherman would Jjoin the Union artrles opersting againat
Petersburg and Richmond,

trant suthorized Sherman to carry out hia master plan,
This waa conditioned on the stipulation that Sherman received no
further instructions, Orant, in turn, explsined %o Sharman the
plan of oparations that he hed matured. The liextensnt gemeral
mmanﬂdmatated,thathahopodh&aphnmﬂdleadw an early
avammstion of tha Patapsturg lines YWy lee's srmy. The meeting then
aﬂ;)ou;md. and Sherman returmed to North farcllna. 1

By the afterncon of Mayeh 28, Grant had completed hia
dispositions, The waricus umits of his moblle sisiking foroe hed
moved into thelir advance stoging areas ard the trvops ware eager to
take the offetwive. At a staff meeting in Grunt's (ity Point
headgquartors, a sexrdes of orders wera drafted, Grant hoped these
would set into motion a chain reaction which would force leneral
leats army to abandon the fortifieations guarding the approaches to
Fetersturg. Once the Confederates were drivan out of the
Peterstarg defanses, the Union gemerals believed that their
superior numbers and mobllity would insure the deatruction of




lee's veteran armgy.

In aeeordance with the plan of oparations outlined by
(rant, the commander of the Arry of the Potomac, ajor General
Gleorge (. Meade, prepared a get of instruections for the puidance of
his eorps commanders, Major Oeneral Andrew A, Humphreys was to
hold the troops of hia TI Corps in their eanps until 9 a4, u, onh the
folloving day, "unlesa previsusly rnotified” that tha femy of the
James was in position., On moving out of the inveatment line,
Humphreys waa to take position with "his right reating on or near
Hatoher's Run and his laft extording to the Quaker road”. Combat
patrola would then be advanced. If the Confederates uwore
discovered ocutglde their works, Humphreys wasz fo attaci and drive
thez ints their fortifications. The IY Corps! tyain was to be
parked zear the Oumeings house. 2

Hejor (enersl Gouverrsur X, Warren's V Corps was alerted
tc be ready to march at an hour designated by Maade., Warren uas
admondshed 1ot to proessd bayend the junction of the Vaughan and
Quaker roads until Humpleweys® troops hed reached their infitial
battle station, Once ho had received information that Humphreys
wag in position, Warmen wan io mdvanse along the Boydton plank
road, The V-dorps was to take position on Humphreys' loft with ita
left flank refusod. Warren, like Humphreys, was to throw forward a




strong force of skirmishars. These would be charged with the task
of driving in the Confederate outposta. -

The two other corps {the VI and IX) which constituted the
Army of the Potomae were to rempin where they weyo, At the momsnt,
these two corps were holding the invesbmwent line= east snd scouth of
Petersburg. In case the Hebels should mill troops cut of the
Petergturg defensea to meet the Union turning movement, the Y1 and
IX Corps were to attack, o

Gangral Orant himgel! signed the order detalling the
oavalry's rele in the projectsd offensive, Major General Fhildip H,
Sheridan's troopers were $o e on the move atl the earliest possible
hour on the 26th. The cavalry's line of march wag not $o hae
reonfined to any pertioular road or roads”. Crant, however,
sugeested that Shepridan mareh by the nearest rwads passing to the
rear of the staging area oooupled by the V Corpa. To ocutflanie the
Confederates, Sheridan, after having passed beyond the left flank
of the V Corpa, wes to strike for Duwilddie Court House. Grant
obaerved that 1t was not his intention te atiack the Rebels in
thelr amtrenciments, Wt to force them to abandon thelir powerful
fortification %o avold being encireled, In oase the Scuthernors
should leavoe the protection of their works and atiack the cavailry

column, Sheridan was to mrl his sntire fores against them. Orant




promlsed Sherddan that the remainder of "the army will engage or
follow the eremy as circumstances will distate™,

1f the Confederates refused to take the {ield, Sheridan
was authorized to out lnose from his base and atrike for the
Riohmond and Danville Railrosd. Furthermore, if it should prove
feasible, “herlidan was to wregk havoe on the Southside Railroad azt
sowe point between Petorshurg and Purke’s Station., After having
wrecked the two railvesds, Sheridan waa given two altermatives, He
could aither rejein Grant's "Army Group"® ualing a route to ths gouti
of his line of advange, or he eould join General Sherman's foztes
in Horth Carolina, 7

After reading his instrmactions, Sheridan welked out of
Crantts tert, The generzl, desiring to have & private converaation
with the cavalry leader, followed., A glance convinced Grrant that
Sheridan ssemad to be "somewhat disappointed at the ides, possibly,
of having W& mtlmaé'ngainfromthaﬁrwofthepomc. and
place himself between the two armles [ise's and Johnston'z/ of the
enayy", Speaking up, Orant said, "lUeneral, this portion of your
instruotions I have put in merely as a blind.¥ Orant then informed
Sheridan that he expected the mwovement that was about to begin to
result in the Federals’ passing around lee's right flank. Thias
would force the Confsderates to evaguate Petersburg and Richmond
and lead to an early erxd of the long bloody conflict. Contimuing,




Grant remarked that "the nation hed already becone restless and
digcouraged at the mrolongation of the war, amd mary belleved that
it would never terminste excapl Ly compromise.” Grant informed
Sheridan thet the reason he had included the passages pertaining to
the cavalry Joining Sherman was tiat uniess his plan proved
saccesafnl 4t would e intermeied as a disastrous defeat, &
Under the cover of darkness on the 27th, a portion of
HMajor Genaral Pdward G, C, Ord's Arsy of the Jamss had been
withdrawm from Lts campa on the north alde of the James River. Ag
the sucgeas of Ord's movement depanded in a great maasire upon its
seareqy, the general took a mumber of precautions. Several days
bafore the projeoted operation, Ord quiketldy withdrew fom the front
1ine most of the troops detailsd to agcoompany his expeditionatry
foree, After meling a demonstration ageinst the Confederate
agrthworks in the Darbytown rved sector, Ord concentrated,itn
campa calolated to Le econcesled Drom the eyes of the Rebel scouts,
the unita slated to march to the Southside. The troops that were
to ba left Lehind were kept congtantly on the move., Canps were
shifted, Combat patrols wers sent out at firequent intervels to
herass the Confederate outposts. To deaden the sound of the
marching coluugws, the ponteon bridges across which the tiocopa were
scheduled to pags were coversd with molst straw and compost.




hen the XXIV Corps roved ocut, mjor Genersl John Ulibbon
took two of this three divisions with him, FPrigadior Generzl
Charles Nevena! division was left behind to hold the line of works,
Cne division (Frigadier Oerersl /Alliam fiirney's) of the XXV Corps
also accompanied Crd when he moved to the Southside. Jrossing the
James Liver at Deep Tottom, the troops of the TAIV Corps, Frigadier
Ceneral John W, T 'vg division in the lead, marched to Nroadwsy
landing on the Appomattox River. To avoid congestion, Dirrey's
tegro division arosssd the James River at Varina. Cirney's troops
reandezvoused with Gibbon's columm at Prosdway Landing, ¢

Ny 7:40 a.m, on the 28th, the last of Oxi's infantry had
croassed the Appomattox. Turner's division which had the lead
zmshe‘;'l on toward the Petersturg lines without resting., GCibbon's
other division, Prigadier General Rebert S, Festar's. arxd Pirney's,
waw badly Jaded by the might parch. Ord, therefore, permitted
these two unlis to halt untlil noon, The recent heavy vains had
turned the roads into oceans of mud. Consequently, the Army of the
Jamea' treains were "mach delgyed”. It was a mumber of hours before
the lagt of the heavily loaded wmgons had rolled across the pontoon
tridge. 8

Cnee the troops had caught their second wind, the march

waz rerewsd, Fefors the aftertoon was over, Foster's troops were




able to owvartake Twner's division., At dusk, Gibkon's troops went
inte easp near Yort Slsbert; Dirnoy's troops bivouaciked near
Humphreys' Station: The grourkl ocoupied by the vy of the Jases
was immedistely An the rear of the IT Corps' staging area,
Genersl Cibbon was pleased with the way his troops had conducted
the 36-mile march. ile reported that his soldiers had performed
"ona of the nost remarksble marehes on record with very few
gtragglers™. 2
Ord's cavalry, led by hard-riding Drigadier General
Ranald 3, Mackemglie, departed from its enenmpments on the north
aide of the James River on the evening of the 28%th. Crosging the
James at Varina ard the Appomattox at Point of Rocks, the cavalrymen
reached Hancock's Station at daytweak. 10
The departure of the three infantyy and one cavalry
diviszion out the Unlon strength north of the Jamea River to tuo
divisions. Jith this greatly reduced force, !ajor GCemaral Godfyey
Jeltzel was expocted to pin lieutenant General James longatreetta
corps in position, while the Army of the Potomae and Sharddan's
cavalry turnsd the Confederato right. In an effort to deceive the
Southernerg, the roglmental bands had been laf't behind and they
plaoyed as usuzl. On the night of the 27th and for several nights

aftarvards, wen detailed by Weltzel kept the fires going in the




camps of the troopg who had aecompanied Crd,

lsfore leaving for the Southside, General 7Trd, feeling
certain that Grant's attempt to turm the Confedarates out of thely
Potershuryg delenses would be crowned with sucoeas, left written
instructions fop ‘eitgel's guldanea in ¢sse Hichmord was ovacuzted.
mitzel was inforumed as to the roulse he was to follow to gvold the
Rebel torpedoes {land mines) when he marched his men into Richmond, 4

Jhen Ceneral ileade received reporis i:ﬁicat.ing that
Ord's troops would peach the ares behirdd the IT Corps Wy dusk on
the Z8th, he readjusted his time table, Hunphreys was alerted to
have hia troops oh the road by 6 a, m. Upon the receipt of this
news, Humphreys drafted the orders which would govern the IT Corps!
mmrem;anta on the 29th, In accordance with !sade's directive,
Tumpleays anreuncaed that hig troeps would be ready to move at the
deslgngted hour, The Vsughan reoad would serve 25 the corpg! ne
of advance,

Prigadier Ceneral William Hays' division would take the
legd, After crogsing Hateher's Hun, Hays was to daploy hia troops
nerth of the Vaughan rosd, Hays' right flank was to be glose enough
to the stream to be covered by the artillery which would be posted
at the point_vhere the Vaughan road arosged the river, Hays!'

division would alsc cover the Dabnsy Mill road. z




Hajor Generzl Uershon Moti's division would follow Hays’,
After crossing Hatcher's Run, Mott's troops were to form north of
the Vaughan road. The left flank of the division was t0 be
extendad in the direction of the Gravelly Run Friemds' Mseting-
house, HMajor Cenmeral Nelson A, Miles' diviajon would march behind
ifott’s., Onca Miles'! division had reached the right bank of
Hatcher's Fun, the genaral was to post his troops on Mott's left.
#iles' battle line wea to axterdl from the vicinity of the Oravelly
Run Friends' Mesting-house across the Quaker road, T+

Each division ocommander was to cover hig frent with a
strong aidrmish line, Onoe the divisions had completed their
deployment, the skirvdshers were to advance and drive the
Confederate cutpests hack inside the works. W

' Rumphyrays informed hig subordinates that he eapected

troops from Gunaral Oiblon's XXIV Corpa to relieve their cutpoats
about % ga. m, If Gibbon's troops failed to show up, Hays! froopa
woere not to delay thelr maral, MNilss and Mott, howsver, would each

leave a brigade behind to hold the lines until Gibbon's soldiers

wtinanam;u

. 'mu-'coaﬁ.m. ordnanaes, and quarterzaster departmenta
spent & btuay day supplying the men of the II Corps. FEsch soldier
was_iamad four dayas' rations of hardtack, coffee, and sugar. Salt
meat o last for ona day was raticned to each indlividuzrl., Enough
cattle to lost the corps for three days were out cut from the




army’'s herd. These would be driven with the division herds. In
sddition, sfficlent hardtack, coffee, sugar and szl %0 subsist
the sorps for ancther eoight days was loaded into the divisien
supply wagons. Bsef on the hwof caleulpted to last for ten days
waa allotted to the corps herd, TForage for eight days was ito be
carried along on the expedition, 16

Instead of the uaual 40 rounda of ammnition, each
soldier would carry S0 on his person, Parthermore, encugh
aprmapition to sapply every soldler with another 20 rounds was
loaded into the division wagons, *'

Since the army expected to move light and fast, the
amount of artillery to ba taken zlong wea limited. One four-gun
battery of 12-pounder Napoleons and one four-gun battery of 3-inch
rifled artillery wers to be allotted to cach divisien, The thres
batterios that ware o be laft behindi were ordered to roport to the
IX Corps' chief of artillery, Erigadier General John C. Tidball. 18

Maarmwndle, Genersl YWarren had drafted a set of
instructions to govern the mevemsnta of hla corpe. Initially,
Warren workad cut hds plans in sccordance with o direstive ilssued
by Veade on the 27th, This memcrandum, for some unexplained reascn,
was nok dali?iredtn Warren until the following aftermoon, Major
General Romeyn B. Ayres® division was schedulod to take the lesd




when the V¥ Corps tock the field. Tuo batteries and the corps’
pontoon train would follow close on the heels of Ayres' ififanmtry.
After bresking camp at 3 a. m., Ayrss' Woops were to crogs
Arthur's Swamp. Ceining the atage road, the divialon was to selze
the croassing of Rowanty Creek rear the Peridns farm. A4s soon am a
bridgehead could be established, the plopaera were to lay a
"double bridge®. Onos the two batteries had erossed the pontocn
tridge, Ayres® division would procesd to the junetion of the
Vaughan road and Yonk's Heck rosds,

Major Cepsrsl Charles (riffin's division was to march
vehind Ayres' battories, The remaining batteries and the wagons
with the entrenching tools were to follow Criffin's soldlers.
Major Genersl Samel W, Crawford's division would come next, The
corps' tralna would bring up the rear.

Aftey entering the Vaughan rosd, the corps would procsed
am rapidly as possible by way of J, Kidd'a to Dimviddie Court
Houge, If the enmy were encounteared, he wan to bo attacked, To
expedite the march, the officers were admonished to see that the
men remained in the pronks and did not atraggle. Warren warned that
"any man msy be Jjustifisbly shot who .., /falla oug/ without
pen_ﬂ.uaﬂ.on from the division commander,®

An in the csas of Humphrep#'! corps, Warren's was stripped



down mo that it oould travel 1light and fast, In this respect,

Warren ammounced that as a battle vas “expected the commsnd muat

be &5 little encumbered as posgible and proparsd for action so that
nothing will have to be sent to the rear when the fighting begins." 7
Only five four-gun batteries (three of smeothbores and two of rifles)
would secoupany the corps. The sorps' fouwr other attached batiories
would be left behind, 20

To kesp the Confederatez in the dark as long az posaibls,
derren ordeved the muasisians laft behind. After sounding revellle
at the wususl hour, the mmsiciang would rejoin their units. a

Shortly after Wmren had lzpued these orders, he received
an important measage from UHQ. Opaning the dispateh, Worren
dim;?m'@d that Meade had changedd his plana, The V Corps was mot
to go bayond the junction of the Vaughan snd Quaker roads until
General Humphreys wee in position. Upon being informed that
Humphreys was ready, Warten would resume his advance. Turning into
the Boydton plank road, Varren would take pasition with his pight
anchored on Humphreyst! leoft,

Saveral hours later the thoroughly confussd Warten
recaived 2 third massage fros Megde's headguarters. Seannding the
dispateh, “prrren learmed that Bumphreys was uncertain of his corps!
ability to roach the Qualker road, Agoordingly, Husphrays had been




directed "to place his right within supporting distance of Geparal
Ord .4e " Humphreys would then deploy his corps, letting his
foyrmation deterwine where his left flank wemld rest, In view of
thess circumstances, Meade thought that it would be best if
Hayrpran's corpe moved up the _uaker road instead of the Boydtoen
plank read,

Thia placed Varren in a quendary. He had one message
diresting him to adwvance up the Quaker road and another up the
Boydton plank road, ‘lores, Warren did not know that Humphreya!
stoxting time had been changed, Warren esloulated that i
Humplerays marched at ¢ a. @m., the ¥ Corpe would reach the junation
of the Vaughan amd Cuaker roads long before the IT Corps was zblo
to get inte position, Warren, therafore, determined to take up a
strong position west of Rowsnty Creek. Here he would walt while
Hamphreys oumpleted his dispositions, Aa a result of his previous
visit to the area in February at the time of the battle of Dabney's
MA1l, Yarren wos familiar with the terrain, He knaw that there was
a commanding ridge on the H. Hargrove farm. This was one-half wile
sast of the Boydton plonk roud. To ba mreparad to noet aither
gventuality, Wirren determined o oceoupy the ridge with s strong
dotachzert, He would hold the jumotion of the Vaughan and Quaker
roads with the vemainder of his corpa. 2%

Gensral Sheridan likewise spent. the afternoon of the 28th



reviewiny his plans. Hajor General (eorge Orook'’s division was o
be in the saddle at 5 &. n. Moving along the Jerusalem plank road,
Crook's troopers wure io march by way of Gary's Church and Reans'
Ztation, A detachment of ploneers with three pontoon boats wowld
aceompany Grook's column, The cawalry planned to cross Rowanty
Creel at Malone's tridge, If necessary, the plonsers would throw a
bridge amross the stream, After crossing the creek, the Federals
would atrike for THwwiddie Court House. 3heridan's two other
divisions, Major Cemneral Ceorge A. (usterts and Brigadior General
Thomas C, Devint's, were to hit the road as soon aa (rook's
cavalyyman hed aleared the area, Custer and Devin would report to
Major General Wesley Herritt,

A1) the eavalry's wagons were to be assembtled on the
Jarusalem plank road. Thay would be organized into a eomvoy and
asoortad by 2 brigade to be detpiled by Ceneral Herpitt, The
anbulances, however, were slated to accompany their respective
divisiana.

Duxing the advance to Malons's hWripde, strong scouting
parties would e thyoum out %o reconnolter all the roads on the
left of the columm's line of marsch., After aroasing Fowanty Creek,
patrols would be pushed out as far ae Stony Creelk, 23
Th;Entaleam flowing into Uenmeral lee's headquartera

5




on the 271:.3 indicated that the Union army was starting to stir
restlessly. Iee Felt that within a few days Grant would inaugurste
arr offenaive designed to forve the Confederates to abamion their
Patarsturg defenges. When the Pederals moved out, leae belleved
they would direot their movements towerd the upper reaches of
Hatcher's Run, This meamndering stream coversd the right flank of
lee's arxy. (Rising about 15 mdles wea£ of Petersgurg, Hetcher's
Pun wag ot a part of the watarshed of the Appomattox River,
Instead, the stresm ran roughly parellel to the Appomatiox for
gbout geven miles and then it veered ic the southeast to becone
one of the affluents of the Nottoway.) DBetween Hatcher's Run and
the Appomattox lay the tracks of the vital Southgide Rallroad, one
of lee's two essentinl linke with the fragment of the Cis-
Wiapdsmippd Confederacy rot yet ocoupied by the Yankees, 2
Genersl lee realized that the Southaide Hallroad would
urkdoubtedly be Grant's prime objective, if the Federals planned to
drive the Confederates from Petersturg without having to storm the
powerful fortifications. To reach the rallroed, lse correotly
daduced that Crant would probably oross Hatcher's Run at a point
some diatance from the Rebel linea, To aesompliish thias, the Union
army would have to march weptward until it reached a point beyond

tha Confaderateat pight flank, amndd then atrike for the railroad,




Pxamining his maps, lee observed that tha reads which the Unlen
army would use in gaining hias right passed through s wooded area
which was sut up by mmerous small but troublescome stresms, Az sz
regult of the recent rains, these watercourses could be expected to

be runrdng bank full, 25

After consulting all his gavailable sourcees of information,
Lee decided thet the Undon army would probably cross Rowanty Creek
at Monk's Necic Bridge, (Rowanty Creek was formed by the confluance
of Hateher's and Gravelly runs.) Having crcssed Rowanty Creel, lee
bellieved the Faderal column would strike for the Jouthaide Ratlreoad
by way of Dimwiddie Court House and Five Forka, The marching
distance encoumpassed was 15 :d.léa ~ o day and one-half as the
roads then were. If Lea endsavored to meet this thrust by merely
langthening his front, he would be ecompsllsd % extond his lines
from the Claihorne rosd o a point several miloa west of Flive Forks,
This would be a prolongaticn of four miles, & distance the
Canfederates could not hope to mrotest adequately. Already, lee
had stretohsd his thin line azlmost %o the tresiing point, On the
twenty-sevon and one-half miles held by his AnCantry, lse counld
count an aversge of only 1,340 men par mile, 26

He{p}ngtaholdthelimsonﬂmmrthaidoaftheJms
wers twe divisiona of lieutenant General Jamss longstreet's corps.
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A4 this time, theae ones Fformidable divisionas had been reduced to
about 6,400 effectives. It would take the advance slaments of the
twe unita a minlemm of 12 hours %o reach the PFetersburg ares in the
event of a crisla, #7 Bpeigadier General Mavin W, Qary's under—
strongth mounted brigade was attached to longastreat's corps. Major
Cenaral Fitelugh lee's cavalry division was atationed on the Nine-
mile rosd guarding the crogsing of the Chickahomiry. Thia division
mistered about 1,800 officers and man, but it was two days' maroh
from the point of danger. ® The only other trocopz rorth of the
Jaxes were the heavy artillery units, the Virginia Remerves, and
the lLocal Defense Troops. This hodgepodge of troops which ware
assigned to the Department of Richmord totaled about 4,230, 29
Altogether at this time, lae gcould mster north of the Jamea about
10,000 infantry, 1,800 eavalry, and 750 heavy artillerists, 7o do
this, however, he wuld have to eall out all the Virginisa Regervaa
and local Defense Troops, Without using his secomd line troops,
Lee could deploy about 7,500 infantry, Exolnsive of Fitg lee's
cavalry, only longastreet's two divisions ecould be used to reinforce
the Confedarate right. -°

The Howlett 1ime hetwsan the James and Appomattox rivers
was held by Majer Ceneral 'WAlllam Mghone's infantry division, about
4,000 strong. In addition, the big guma along Mahonetz line were




marmed by several heavy artlllery conpanles and detgchments from
the Confederate nmavy. Mahone's front was nearly five miles long.
The troops charged with the defense eould not be reduced, because
if the Federals soored a breakthrough at this point they would
cut, lee's army in two and sever communiteations between Richmord and
Peleraburg. 1

¥aJor Cermral John B, Cordon’s corps, supported Wiy a
heavy artillery conesntration, occourded the segtor fram the
Appomattox Tiver osst of Petersturg %o the point where Lisutonant's
Fun passed through the Confederate lines., Gordon's front was
slightly longar than four miles, Aftar deducting his losses
muffared in the attacik on Fort Stedman, Gordon was abls to deploy
about's.soo #oldsers. If the works had not been sc formidable
and 21) the ranges plotted, thiz would have Lean a hopelesaly
inadequate force for the task involved, +2

Two divigiona of Lisutenant Deneral Ambrome P, Hill'p
corps held tha eaprthworks on Jordon'’s right. Hill's front
extetded Lfrom Mautanant;{imm to the fortifications covering the
Boydton plank road at Purgese! MALl, This was a distance of more
than sight niles, and 1t was held by approximately 9,200 officers
arxl mon. » _

To the right of Hill's ecorps, guarding the White Osk and
Claiborne roeds, was Lisutensnt General Richard H, Axdersonts small
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corps., At this time, Awnderson's corps consisted of one division
(Major Ceneral Bushrod R. Johnson's) and Colonel Hilary P. Jones!
artillery., Johmeon's division mustered ghout 4,800 officers and
men,

Thers was no cavalry on the army's right flank. The
neareat mounted force was Major Cemersl “illlam H. . "Rooney™
Lee's divizion which wes stationed at Gtory Creek Station, 4O
mles away YWy read. Thore wers about 2,400 troops in Reoney lse's
command, On the 28th, whils the Federals were praparing to take
the field, Rooney Lee'a division was reinforyced by Major Ceneral
Thomas 1. Rosser'sz division, approxixetely 1,200 sabsrs. Roasser's
vattered division had been serving in the Shenandoah Valley. -

The only commend which Oeneral Lee could count as a
rosarve was Major Geperal Georga E, FPlekett's divialon, On Mareh
1% Piokett's troops had been trangferred to the north side of the
Jamss to forestall s threatensd sweep Ly Sherddunts cavalry. “hen
the atiack faillsd ‘o materialige, Pidtett’a treops had remalned
north of the river. At the tine of the assault on Fort Stedman,
Piokett's division waa ordered to return to the Southside, Only
one hrigade, Drigsdier Oepwral George H, Steuert's, was able to
reach Potersiturg on Mareh 25 bYefore the attack was susperded, Even
so, Steuart's troops were not committed. Following the fallure of
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the attack on Fort 3tedman, Steusrt's soldiers were permitied te
camp nesr the sity., TWo of Pickett's brigades (Prigadisr Cenerals
Montgomery D, Corse's and #4i1liam R. Teriy's) were halted before
they reached Peteraburg and bivouacdked on Swift Creek, Plckett's
other Wrigade, PBrigadier General Eppa Hunton's, had remsined nerth
of the James, a&ll told, the strength of Pickett's scatbered command
was approximately 5,000. Since the battle e{\ﬂett&a\:ﬂn‘g, Pickatt's
troops had remained in the background, They had, in genersl, bLeen
assigned to quiet sectors of the front., The diviaion had a high
ratio of dessriiona, giving evidenge of a low morals. 3%

How, to owke matters worse, Ise received an urgent
dispatch from Ueneral Longstreet, "Old Pete® informed Lee that
Genura;gl Gary'e scouts had spotted Sheridan's esvalry on the
previous morning rear Malvern Hill. At the time they were sighted,
the Unlon cavaliy was moving up the right barnk of the Jowes, By
3 p. m. the last of the Fedsral column had passed from view,
(Cary's scouts were correct, Devin's amx Custer's cavalry
divistons had erossed the James River at Doep Bottom on the 26th,)
In addition, reporta had reachad Longstreet's command post
indieating that Sheridan's troopurs had left White House in great
haste. Yany_saddlos and bwridles, a large quantity of smmand tion,
and parny sacks of oata had been left behind, Prior to its departure




from vhite House, it was stated that the Unlon ecavalry had recelved
2,000 frash horses from the remount servics. The Confederate
agouts were alse told by the inhabitants that the troopers of
Hajor Cenaral rugust V., Kautez's cavalry division had bragged that
they had been alerted and expected to go to North Carolina, 27

In x-eapnnaa toc this nows, lee deolded to concentraste most
of his cavaley on the right flank of his army, A talegram was gent
to General longstreet, directing him to send Fitw lee's division to
the Southaide, Iongstreet was nol too iwpreased with Gereral Iee's
plan to counter the Union thrust with ecavalry, 0Old Pete thought
that, instead of stripping all the cavalry from his rlank.l it would
be wiser if lee copgtituted a speaial task force to deal with
Sha:ri.éan‘s hard-driving troopers. longstrest balieved that this
.. task force ought to be composed of "an efflolent e;svalry force with
Piokett's division and two or three batterlies", Thip command,
longstreet reasoned, would o able to witloh Sheridan and keep him
off the two vital railreoads, If the Union cavalry joined Sherman
in North Carelina, this speoizlly constitunted task fores would
reinfores Gensral Joseph E. Johnston's Confedsrate army. Ilongstreet
concluded, "I believe that our savalry, supported by the infantry,
will be more effective againat the enemy’s raidera than our cavalry
alon:e. I beliave that such z forve In proper hands, will be able to
frustrate object of enewy, as nearly all of his horses met be
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somewhat exhaugted.” * Isa saw the legie in longstrest's arguments.
The decision having been made, longstreet drafted ordars for Fitg
Isa to move his division at daybreak on the 28th to the Southside
where he would report to lenerzl lea. Since there was very little
forage in the Petersburg area, Fitz lee would take all the provender
that he could collect with him when he marched, Lee's dismounted
troopera were to be left behind to man the works on esither side of
the Nine-mile road. 7

At the game time, Ceneral lee had alerted Rooney lLes to
hold his division ready to move to the point of danger, General
lLee planred to mass all his mounted :troopa. except Gary's brigade,
on hiz extrems right. 40

In a desperate effort to increase further his cavalry
fores, General Iee sent an urgent telegram % Lisutenant Caneral
Jubal A, Barly, the sommarder of the Department of Western Virginia
and East Tennessee. Begides informing Eerly that Sheridan's
gavalry was "probably on Crant's left", Lee inquired into the
pogsibility of the departmnial commander ‘s dlspatchlng one of
Major Gonersl lunsford L, Lomax's brigades to Petersburg. 3 -
Early replied inmediately to Ise's communiocation. He reported that
his departmen} was in danger and it would be lmpossihle to send any
trcops to Petersturg, k2

The news reaching lee's headquarters from the scouts on

-
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the 28th was wore foreboding than on the previous day. Tirst,
there was the report troyght in vy an 18-year 0ld girl whose
parents Iived ineside the Union lines, At the risk of her life,
she paased through the Union pleket linesz and informed the
Confedoarate outposts that atrong contingenta frrom the Army of the
Jamsns had crogsed the James eand Appomattox rivers, Ise immediately
relayed this intelligence to General longstreet, Old Pete then
gent obsarvers to check on the report. The firat seouta who
returnad to the Confederate Iine reportad that the only Union foree
that had croased the river on the night of the 28th was 2 supply
train., later ageveral of Gary's scouts cama in and confirmed the
nevwg that Sheridan's cavalry had moved to the Southside. In
addimn, thay correctly reported that Maokengle's division was
a3till north of the Jamps, longstreest's seouts were unable %o
disocver whether any of Ord's infantry and artillery had crossed
the river, So far. the measwres Ord had taken to conceal ths
movemont of ha troops were woridng to perfection. 43

les, however, oould not afford to take chances, In apite
of longatreet's failure to pepatrale the cordon with which Ord had
veiled his movepents, Iee alerted his subordinate to be prepared to
release all the troops he could spare, /s the next step in his
campaign to protect his right flank, lee put into execution the




plan whiech longstreet had broached on the preceding day. He would

organige a spacial task fores compoped of cavalry, infantry and

artillery to danl with the threat posed by Sheridan'a oavelry, Lee

roaliged that he might have tc augment this fores if the cavalry

were supported by infantyy, Eut if he did, lee hoped to do =0

without being compelled to draw troops from the defense line in

sugh munbers as to make a Union breakthrough inevitable, lee's

plan of operation was, in short, a pompromige between the detachment

of a major forse and a long extensaion of his already attemated

defenge line, “
Ise, therefore, askad longstreet to doaignate Plokettls

divia;on ap the one ic on-operats with the savalry, In acimo\v_rledging

leets communicaticn, longstrest statad that he did not think he

could spare Plokett. PFut, he contimed, the danger would be much

greater if Sheridan were permitted to destroy the two railroads

that served as the supply lines for the Army of Northern Virginia

or to rendesvous with Shernmen's arny .j.;n Horth Carclina. Jongstreet

Telt that the Confedorates' only recourse was to "rut a forcee in

the ffield that can conterd agsinst™ the Federals' rohile striking

foree, Curiously amough, there is no record of any preliminery

disousplon betyeen lee and Iongstreet as to who should command the

task force charged with stopping Sheridan's thrust, 5
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Ones the deolsion to constitute a special task foree had
been made, inatructions were drafted alarting Piaketi's scatltered
trigades ta be ready to move to the right. lase gould not bring
himself to sonxd the order authorizing flckett to start moving his
lrigades on the 28th, The general was still soprehensive lest the
activities of Sheridan's oavalry were & fofat deslgned to cover an
attack north of the James. 46

luring the day, lee replied to Early's measage regarding
the impoagibility o semiiing one of Iomax's lwigades to Petarsburg.
Begldes sxpressing regret that the "paucity” of trcops prevented
EBarly from dispatohing reinforcementa, Lae oxdersed Tarly tc send
Idsutenant Colonel William McLaughlin'a Artillery Battallon to the
Potorsturg front, 7
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THE BATTLN OF FIVE PORKES

Part 11

The Advance Fegina —- The V Corps Wina the Battle of Iewia' Farm

Iong before daylresk on the 29th reveille scunded in the
campa of Sharidan's cavalry corps. As soon za the troopers had
wolfed down brealfast, the officeras mistered and inspected thelr
unita, After the regimental commanders had satisfied themsslven
that esach man had draun the prescribed fhive days' ratdons, the
thirty pounds of forage and 40 rounds of ammnition, the tuglera
sounded "Boots and Saddles”. The cavalrymen them mwing into their
gaddles., Tt was daybreak when Sheridan's powerful mounted forse,
9,000 strong, departed from the Hancock’s Station staging area.
Croek's division, with which Sheridan traveled, took the lead as
the troopers rode scuthward along the Japusalem plank road, ~

The agvalry coluwrn marghed by way of Cary's Chaxrch and
Reams' Statlon, At Webb's Farm, the Union vanguard turned into
the Mplone's Bridge roed. Nothing exeliing ccourred to mar the
march antdl Brigadier Genaral I, Irvin (regg's btrigade, which was
spoarheading Sheridan's advance, reached Malone's Pridge, Mach to
his disguat, Sheridan disecvered that the Confederates had burned
the brdidge, While Jregg's troopers were waiting for the ploneers




Lo throw 5@ across the atreasm, they were fived on by
Dismounting,

2 small Copchment posted on the weat bani,
The

the troopy2e away with thelr Spencer carbines,
Rebols gapihe pioneers quickly hridged Rowanty Creak, 2
pers then clattered aocross the swyying

strusture, orward, the troopers vesred to the right and

drove the icrcss Stony Creek, Jeveral prisorers were

captuped, oned, the Scutherners told Shoridan that they
belonged ¢*'s division which was camped on the Weldon
Railroad preek Station. The information gleaned from
the prisapyed Sheridan thet the Confederate cavalry would
mt attaakiul column, Examining his maps, Sheridan
obgerved spushaed on to Dinwiddie Court House, Rooney
leets gogmbe forced "to make a wide detour” if it were to
rejoin thdorthern Virginia. Congequently, Sheridan

decided t; -
ooluem had turned off the Jerusalem plank road,

the proge corps’ wagon trains was retarded by "the almogt
impasaghlgds of thia section of Virginia. The thousanda
of hcraast;d hudireds of wagen wheels turned the roads into
ribbanes opt wishing to be delayed Yy his traing, Sheridan
decided tyithout them, Custer's divisicn was detached and
remainad '8 Bridge 4o assist and protsct the traing fronm




Rooney lea's cavalry. #

Having provided for the security of his traina, Sheridan
hended for Dimviddie Court Houpe. Oregg's brigade eontimied to
ioad sSherlidan's advance. Several times during the mareh, Gregg's
troopers oclashod with swall roving mounted Confederate patrols.
These were easily brushed aside by the Union vanguard, The muddy
roads, however, proved to bs a bigger obgtacle. It was 5 p. m,
bhefore tha column reached Dimwiddie Court House, Even then,
Batteries C and F, Uth U, 3, Light Artillsry bogged dowm, The
artiilariatu were unable to gain the objective of the day's march,
After ocoupying Dimwiddie Court House, Sheridan posted the treopersa
of Devin'a and Crook's divisions so that thay would cover the:
Vaughan, Flat Foot, Boydton plank, and Adams roads, As soon as the
eofflcers raported that their men were in positicn, Sharldan
permitted their units %o samp., -

Cuater's combative esvalrymen discovered that they had
been given a most unpleasant aspignment, when they were detached
and detalled to gusrd the tralps, Tt was late afterncon before the
laat of the wagons had arossed Rowanty Creek. To their dismay,
Custer?s troopers quiokly discovered that the road west of the
oreek was worss, if possible, than it had been on the opposite side,
The passage of Bavin's and Crook's diviaions had turned the road




inte a sticky slime. In a futile effort to expedita the march,
Custer organized fatigus parties, These groups were put to work
apsisting the pieneers in corduraying the read. Frogress, however,
contimied to be agonisingly slow. “hen darkness descernded, the
head of the train was seven miles from Dinwiddie Court House.
Sines the road was t6o narrow to permit a night march, the wagons
were parked. After picketing the area, Custer permitted his
exagperated troopsrs to bed down fopr the night, 6

Ax a resulty of tha axeitement erngendered by the
projeoted offensive and the necassity for making last mimits
preparations, there was very llttls slsep in the oamps of the ¥
Corps on the night of the 28th. Ilong before dgybreak the soldiers
hed been fed and the units forwed., As antioipated, Ayres’ division
wax on the road Ww 3 2. m, As soon ag the road was cleared, the
other unlta of ¥V Corps moved out in acsordance with the march
schedule astablished by Warren, 7 Within one hour amd threa-
quarters, Ayres' vangusrd had reached the plecs whers the Monk's
Neck Bridge had formerly stecd. The fow Confedarates manning the
cutpoat on the fer side of Rowanty Crosk fired sevaral scattered
shots at Ayres' scoutg before taking to their heela, OQbtalning =
Frecarious footing om the ruins of the former tridge and the fallen

trees, Ayres' Anfantyy sersmbled acroas the atream, After the




bridgenend was established, a company of the 50th New York Enginesers
speedily laid a canvas pontoon tridge. Once the bridge wes declared
passable for horsas, Warren crossed with his escort. Hailing Ayres,
Warren ordered the division commander to reassemble his troops and
resume the sdvance, The troops on the left bank would cover the
bridgehead., 8
For the firat mile beyond Rowanty Creek, the progress of

Warren's column was slowed by the necessity to remove obetructions
from the romd. The Confederates, to impede the Union advanes, had
fellad a mamber of trees, Unlilee Sherddan, Warren had 1little trouble
with "Gensral Mud", Warren reported that, except in ths boggy areas,
the roads vere dry. 4

" By 8115 a, m., the head of the V Corps reached the
Junotion of the Monk's Neck and Vaughan roads. ixgept for the few
shots exchanged at the Mridge and the folled timber, the Federals
had failed %o ssé any signs of Confederate setivity, Frem an old
Hegro who had besn hiding in the woods near Crawford Chureh,
Warren learned that thers were raportedly no Rehel troops at
Dimiiddis Court Fouse aa late as tho Jrevious day. Warren drafted
a message containing this datzs and handed 1t 2o Captain Jordon
Winslow. The atafl officer, saccompanied bty a ten-man escort,
galiaped off up the Vanghan road to deliver coples of this dispateh




to Cenerals Meade and Fumphreys, 0

Following the departure of Winalow and while waiting to
hear from arky headquarters, Wavren deployed hds command, Ayres'
division proceeded to the interasction of the GQuaker and Vaughan
roads and halted. Two of MAyres' Wigades took positlons at the
interssotisn; the other was formad into line of battle and sont a
shart diatance up the Guaker rosd. Once Ayres' troope had moved
off the road, (riffin's division oooupied the commanding ground
separating the headquarters of the Ureat and the Lititle Cattaill
rana, Oriffin's troops were posted on the Chappell, Saeott, amd
Hargrave farms, Two of Crawford's brigades covered the countyy
road leading tc R. Bolageau's farm on the Boydion planic road,
Crawford’s other brigade (Erigadier Jensral Richard Soulter's)
guarded the corps! traln, The tralps were parked at the Jupetion
of the Honk's Heck and Vaughan roads, u

The gountry. into which the ¥V Corpa had marched amd where
the subsequent operziions were 20 be conducted:

ass Wbs of the forest kind commen to

Virginis, being well watered bty swampy streans,

The surface wes level and the soll elayey and

sandy, and, where these mived together, like

quicksand, The soil after the frosts of winter

firgt leave it ix very light and soft, a.ndlz

hoof's and wheels find but little support.

Upon questioning the inhabltants, Warten lesrtmd that




Brigadier Ceneral Rufus Barrington's North Carolina Brigade had
pasged down the Quakeyr road on the previous day. The farmers
atated that the Confederate trocpers had remarked that they were
en route to Stony Creek. =

At 10120 a, m, Major Willism Jay of Hesade's staff
galloped up {o Warren's commaend post, and handed Warren a dispatch
from Geoneral Yeade, Opening the message, Warren found that he was
to move his corps up the Quakey road to the Gravelly Run>
Crossing., Furthermore, Meade thought that if Warren sent out

patrols on hiz right, ha would contaet Humphreys' left near the J,

Slaughtar housa, 14

Replying tc Meade's commmanication, <arren gave a brief
resumé of the position of his corps, He informed his superior that
his askirmishers on the Quaker road had probably already penetrated
ag far ax Gravelly Run, 1If they hain't, Warren aagured Meade, he
would gee that they did. Warren also passed on the informstion he
had picked up coneerning Barringer's activities, 15

Warpen prooeeded to maric time while his patrols scught to
ostablish liaison with Humphesys' corps, W“hon the fiery Meade
regeived Warren's meosspge, he undoudtedly simmsred, It was evident
that. Warren hid misinterpreted his ordera, Inatesd of advanoing inm
fores up the Quaker road, Yarren had semt a force of akirmizhers to




the {ravelly Hun crossing. Meade, calling to his chief of ataff,
Major Cemsral Alexander 3, Webb, told him to send a2 secord measags
to Warren, After expresaing his approval of the dispositlons
Werren had made to cover his left flank and rear, the general
observed that "this rmust not prevent your moving your corps up
the Quaker rogd across Gravelly Run ... «" Onee he had crossed the
stream, Worren was to form his corps faeing north. He was to
ancheor hip right on Homphreys! left. Only after this maneuvar had
been completed would Warren provide for the seourity of his left
flank. If possible, Warren was to hold the Boydton plank yoad. 18

This message whlch Qerneral Webb asigned at 113120 g. m. was
entrugted to Captaln Campbell D, Emory, One glance at the piece of
paper corvinced Warren that he had misuanderstood Heade's intentions,
Bailing a staff officer, Warren sent him racing to tell Gensral
Criffin te move his division up the Quaker road, General Crawford
was azlerted to hold hig command ready to support Griffin's advanoe.
When he had taken care of this urgent husiness, darren informed
army headquarters of the measures he had undertaken to implemsnt
Meade's instructions,

Shortly thereaftar, General Meade and his staff rode up
to Warren's cdimand post. After confesrving Wrieflly, the two
generals acmmpuniad Griffin's vangused as it trudged up the




Lusker road. 18

Unlike Sherddan's and Warren's corps, Dumphrayst did not
get started at the designated hour. It was 6:30 &. m,, one-half
hour after tha scheduled time, befora Humphreys' advance division,

Hays', moved out of the Petersturg investment line. -

Turning
into the Veughan road, the troops passed through the plcket iine,
Hateher's Run was orogsed without any difficulty by Hays' troops.
Even before all of his troops had reached ths right bank,
Hays ment a strong combat patrol composed of the 7th West Virginis,
the 7th Michigan, and the 4th Ohio to regomoiter the area inte
which the I1 Corps was moving. The tlueecats advansced about one
and one-half miles without discovering any Confederates. They then
retraced their steps and veported their finding to General Hays. 20
Following the return of the patrol, Hays halted hls
division one-half mils west of Hatcher's Run. 2+ In accordance
with Fumphreys' ingtruetions, Hays deployed his troops about one-
half mile north of the road. Two brigades, Brigadier General Thomaas
A, Smyth's and Colonel James P, Molvor's, were formed into lime of
battle, MeIwrts: right flank rested near the run, The opposite
side of the stream was held by the troopa of Ceneral Gibbon's YOV
Corpa. Hays'h?ther trigade, Colonel Willism A. Olmsted's, was held

in reserve. 2



Mottiag division followed Hays'! adross Hatcher's Run,
Zbout one mile west of the Tun, Hott deployed hds division north of
the Vaughan road, Twe of Iott's Wrigades, Brigadier Generals Byron
R, Hefea 's and Robert McAllister's, were formed intc line of battle;
the other, Brigadier General Regis de Trobriamd's, was held in.
regerve, The right flank of Plerce’s Drigade rested on the left
flank of Hays' division. Az scon as his troops were ln position,
Oeneral Moti put them te work throwing up a line of earthworks, 23

Miles' soldiers marched cut of their ecamp near the
Zquirrel lavel rvad, ¢loae on the heels of Moti's troops, By 8:30
A. M. the last of Milea' division had crossed Hatcher's Run,
Praming beyorsd the area where Mott was marshaling his soldiere,
Miles stopped his commardd, HMilea then formed his division north
of the Vaughan road; its right rested on Moti's unit and its left
on Gravelly Run, 2 Since Miles hgd four brigades, he deployed
three of them Anto lline of battle —- Brigadier (ereral John Ramaey'a
on the left, Mrigadier General Homry J, Madill in the conter, and
Colonel Qeorge W, Scott's on the righi. Colonel Aobert Mugent's
trigade was held in reserve, 20 Opce the troops had taken their
"positions, breastworks were constructed. 26

Except for Battery H, lst Rhode Islmmd Light Artillery,

211 the artillery units attsshed to the 1Y Corps wWere parked once
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they had erossed Hatcher's Run. The Rhwde Islanders, howaver,
unlimbered thelr four lZ-pounder Napoleona on the north zide of the
Vaughan road about one<half mile west of the watercourse, Once
thay had emplaced their guns, the canroneers trained them on
Dabney's Mill. 27

Wnile the infantry was forming, Humphreys sent out
goveral mounted patrols, One of these, by 5 a. m,, had succseded
in opening communlcations by way of the Vaughan road with Warren'’s
corps, A second group had moved up the vallay of Gravelly Fun to
the Quaker road. Encountering a fev Confederate vedsttes, the
Yarkess drove them up the Quaker rcad. Beyomd the "old maw-mill",
the bluecoatas were fired on by an infantry outpost, Since the
Confederates were protected by breastworks, the Unionists returned
and veported their finding to General Humphreys. 28

When the division commanders had complated their
dispositions, they ocovered their fronta with a strong line of
skirmishera, 27 Patrols were then sent out to reconmoiter. The
scouts retuwrned with the information that they had pinpointed the
outlying Confederazto defenses in thiz mector, They stated that the
' Confederate outposta wers sheltered behind a line of treastworks
covering the approachess to Dabney's ¥Mill., This wea about three.
fourths of a :nd-.le in front of the ground heid by the II Corps, -°

Hunphreys, howsvey, had to postpone his attack on thase Confederats



fortifieationa while Warren was getting into position,

Early on the 29th, (ibbon's corpa maxrched out of iia
camps behind Fort Slebert. In ascordence with Orent's orders,
CAbbon's troops moved ints the enfrenchments farmerly held by the
1T Corps, A General Foster's division ocoupled the fortifileations
from Fort Sampaen on the right to Hateher's Run on the left, 3
Turner's divisicn was held in reserve and camped ezgt of Hetcheris
Run near thoe Vaughan recad. 33 During the early forencon, twe of
Turner's regimenta were sent acrozs Hutsher's Fan. These two units
were posted in support of the four guns of Battery B, lst New
Jersey Light Artillery, H

Lataer in the day, Gibbon, in accordance with Ord's
instructiona, saw that all his troops were supplied with four daya?
ratlons which wera to be esrried Ain their haversacks, Rations to
last an additional eight dayms were stored in the corps' wagons.

To the socldiers, this was a certain indiecation that a period of
active campadgning was in the offing. 35

(uneral Birney's Negro division, whiceh had accompanied
Gibkon's corps 40 the Scuthaide, remained at Humphreys' Staticn
throughout the day, 3%

The newa that the Yankees had crosgsed Rowanty Creek
reached Gener;l- lse’2 hesdquarters before noon. When the sgouts
brought in this Information, they stated that infantry and cavalry



had cressed the stream at Monk's Neck Bridge and were masaing
towvard Dimriddie Court House. 37 iee, ag he informed Icngstreet.,
was unable to deduce from theae fragmentary reporta the immediste
Union objective, 38 The situation, however, wks so critical that
lge would have to take gome aetion. Erigadier General Sammuel
MeGowan's brigade of Wiloox's division was pulied ocut of the
defenze linea on the saat aside of Hatcher's Ri:tn. Following the
withdrawal of McCowan's troops, Wileox's three other trigades had
to zpread out to cover the vacated rifle pits. HeQowan's trigads
was gent to the seactor weat of Burgess®' Mill held Iy Anderson's
corps, 32

With this business takten care of, lee directed Plcksati
to transfer Corse's and Terry's brigadesz from the Swift Creek
staging area to Petershurg, At Petersburg, Pickett was joined by
Stemartis brigade. The three rigades then entiained on the cars
of the Jouthside Railreoad, which the railread authorities had
pravionsly spotted in the Petersburg yards. The troops were ithen
sent to Sutherland's Station, ten mlles weat of Petersburg, whars
thay detrained. Many hours were required to make this shift, It
was late on the night of the 29th before the last of Floketi's
three trigades had been smttled to Sutherlami's Station, 30

Wnile General lae was uay drafting the orders for the

movement of Plokelt's amd MeGowan's soldiers, Fits lse rode uwp to
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his headquarters, The cavalryman informed his unele that hig
division which had left the Nine-mile road the day before was in
Petersturg. General Iee told his nephew that Sheridan was striking
for Dimviddie Court House, Lee statad that he thought the Union
cavalry would concentyate at Five Forks preparatory to bresiddng up
the Seuthaide Railrcad., Fitz Iee was to go to Sutherland's Station,
There he would Ws Jolned by Rooney lee's and Rosser's cavalry and
Pickett's infantry, itz Lee was then to attack Sheridsn. Oeneral
lee was sonfident that the only way the raid could be stopped was
to wirest the initiative from the Yankees, To insure co-operstion
between the three cavalry divisicns, which had rot been uzu:ler a
unified command sincs Lieatenant Censral Wade Habpton's departure
from the Virginia theater of operations, Les told itz Llee Yo take
charge of the cavalry corps. No written instruotions, however,
were given Fitz lse on this matter, Fitz lse was to give a strict
interpretation of these verbal orders long after the antirs
complexion of affairs had changed, 41

Takdng lezve of his unale, Fitz Ise rejoined his division,
At an order from the general, the trocpers again moved out, To
reach the Sutherland’s Statlon rendezvous ares, lee's cavalrymen
tock the Cox road as they rode out of Petarsburg, Reaching
Sutherland's Station, Fite lee's division camped, pending the




arrival of Rooney lea's ardi Rosser's troopers, k2

As the next item on him agendda, Gerneral lee issued
instructions for Rooney lee's amel Rosser's divisions to report to
Pitzg Les, Since Sheridan's column hed cut the direet line of
communiaations between Petersburg and Stony Croeek, those two
divisgions would have to detour to the west of Dirwlddie Court
House if they were to carry cut thelr assigment, Consequently,
Rooney lee's and Hosser's greycladas were unable to join Fitz Iee
until the evening of the J0th, *

After having made these arrangements for the protection
of the Southside Railroad, General lLse realized that steps would
have %o be taken to guard the Richmopd and Danville Rallroad, The
latter railread was almost as vulnerable to a Umion rald as the
former. Accordingly, lee degided to ume Pickett'ts cther brigade,
Funton's, which was stationed north of the James, to fend off any
raids the Federals might be planning on the Richmond and Danville
Rallroad, Hunton's W*igade was to be withdrawn from the rifle pits
flanking the Williamaburg road. To avoid the alluremsnts of the
Richmond streets, Hunton's greyoclads were to cross the James River
by way of the pontoon tnidge located below the olity, The tr*idgade
was 10 camp near Minchester, TFrom Manchester, Hunton's trcops
could be ghifted by rail to cither Petersturg or Burke's Station,
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as the situation demargied. It was late aftermoon hefore Gary's
trocpers were able to rellave lunton's infantry, Ry then, however,
the gituation had changed drastically, s

lea would have prefeorred to withdraw additional uniis
from north of the James to confront the Union threat to his right.
Fat before doing this, he decided to get longsfreet's reactlons,
When lee informed Longstreet of the latest developwents on the
Sputheide, he stated that Cld Pete might have to come to Petersturg
with Field's division. In the meantime, lee wanted longatreet to
asgertain what Unlon troops were stationed north of the James, Y3
longatreet replied, "The usual fores is in owr front, soc far as we
aan iaarn. Our seouis are in from the enemy's llne this morning,
and yeport affairs as usual.” (Evidemtly, Weitsgel wus carrying out
his mission, More than 50 hours had passed zince Ord had led three
of his infantry divisions to the Southaide, and still longstreet
was in the dark regarding this movement,) longstreet observed
that if Fields' greynisds were moved, the V. M. I. cadets snd all
the logal Defenzme Treops must be called out to take their places in
the lines, 46

Hzmmh. General Andsrson, whose corps was direotly
thweataned by the Undon sdvange, began to inatitute measures which
ne hoped would enable his command to cope with the situation.
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General Johnson was authorlzed to recall his outposts as soon as he
wag gatisfied that the Federals were moving in foroce up the Quaker
road, To cover the pleckets' retreat, Johnson was directad to post
one of his brigades in advance of the earthworks. b7

dbout noon, Johnson learned fyrom his asouts that a
strong Undon force (Warren's corps) was ooming up the Quaker road.
Johnson immediately relayed this information to Anderson. The
corps commander replied, directing Johnson to take hias division,
attack the bluegoats, arnd drive them back to the Vaughan road,
Just as Johnson's tuttermuts were starting to form, preparatory to
moving cout of the works, several oxolted cavealrymsn galloped up.
They informed Johnson that the foe was "retiring beyond Gravelly
Run®, Conscquently, Johnson did mot anticipate meeting the foe
until after his troops reachsd the st.reém. When hias division moved
out of the works, Johnson had Brigadier Ceneral Hermry A, Wise form
hMa Virginis dpade into line of battle, One of Wise's regiments,
the 34th Virginis, was detached ardl sent to support the cavalry
patrols oparating on the Bopdton plank read. Brigadier Qenersls
Williem H. Walluace's, Young M, Moody's, and Matthew W. Ransom's
brigades marched Wy the flank in the rear of Wise's batile line,
Wise's Virginians passed beyond the forks of the Poydton plank and
Quaker roads before they encountered any Federals. Aa the
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greyelads entersd the skirt of the woods south of the junetlon,
they ware fired upen by Warren'a skirmishera, 48

Advaneing up the (uaker reoad, Warren's vanguard scon
reachad Oravelly Run, To their disgust, the Federals found that
the Confederates had roken down the tridge, Undaunted, Jenersl
Opiffin ahouted for Brigadier Cenersl Joalma L. Charberlain to
depley his brigade into line of battle. Chamberlain's trocps were
to croms the run and cceupy the rifle pits which were visible on
the far side. Plunging into the water, Chamberlain's sager troops
experienced considerable diffieulty in wading aarcass the walst-deep
stream. Upon gaining the left bank, Chamberlain deployed and threw
forward a battalion of the 108th Pemnaylvarda as skirmishors, The
rom:ﬁar of the 198th Pernsylvania and the 185th New York were
formed into line of battle on either aide of the road, Once these
dispositiona had been completed, Chamberlsin's troops sdvanced and
drove the Confederate outponsts out of the sarthworks guarding the
cropsing. Chavberlain's troops contimied to push ahead until thay
raached Lewis' farm, Observing that the foe (part of Johdwon's
division) was posted in atrength on the opposite side of the
clearing, Chamberlsin halted the pursuit. No farther advance
would be undertaken, pending the arrival of the remainder of
Ceiffints division, k9




Ag soon &8 Chamberlain's troops had established a
baridgehead, Warren directed Qriffin's pionsera to construct a
bridge. 'YWithin & short tinme, a usable structure was thrown moroas
the gtroeam, uhen the Mnridge was completed, the remainder of
Oriffin's division croased the run., WYarren and Meade now parted,
The corps commander accompanied Griffinfs division; the army
commander rsturned to hiszs command poat, Loter in the afternoon,
the 50th New York Engineers, to help facilitate the croassing of the
artillary, laild a pontoon bridge at this point. The banks were
vory steep and the artillsry tould not croass the pontoon kridge
untll preper approachea had been made, It thsrefore took the
batteries considerable time to effect a passage of Gravelly Run., 5°

I_-iaving reached the right bank of Oravelly Run, the
romainder of Gridifin'a division trampad up the Quaker road. The
road was choked with felled timber. 7o gecurs the advance of the
artillery, the plonsers ware put to work elearing awsy the
obatrucetlons. Bven sc, Oriffin's troops forged ahead of the IT
Corpa., Humphreya' troops, who were advancing on the right of
“prren's oorps, wers having a diffigult tiwme working their way
through the wooded countryside batween the Quaker road and
Hatcher'a Run.:il

Upon overtaking Chamberlain'a brigade at lewis' farm,
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Criffin ordered his subordinate to resume the advanse, Oriffin
alsc had Drigadier Geheral zdgar M, Gregory deploy his brigade on
Chamberlain'a left, 32 At this time, the firing on the skirmish
Line had mractically died out, Consmquently, Chawberlain
re-formed hia battle lsine on the Lewia house. After reinforceing
his battalion of skirmishers with a compary from the 185th New York,
Chamberlain woved his nen forward, The antire trigsde swept ahead,
Chamberlain's skirmishers wers able to gain ths wopods on the far
gide of the elsaring before the fire of the Confederates became
vary saver2. The genersl hoped that hiz babttle line would likewlse
reach the timber bhefore the greyelads sprang into asotion, This was
ot to be the case. Pelfore the blueecated battle llns galned the
wooda, Wiga's Virginians started to blage away with a vengeanca,
Chanbariain's troops reeociled for a brief instant, Urged cn by
their officers, the Yankees recoverod their peise and foprged ahead.
Mtacking fiercsly, Chazberlain's troops foroed part of Wisa's
rigade to fau. back into the open ground south of the junction of
the Boydton plank and Quaker roads, -°

Cenoral Anderson rode up Jjust as Wise's troops were
falling back. Tha gbrps commander directed Johnson to have
Wallage's brigade support the part of Wise's brigade that was atill
conteating the Union sdvance. At a word from Wallses, his grim
South Carelinians moved into the woods on the pight of Wise's
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Virginiens, -

Aftar foreing Wise's greyolads to fall back about a mlle,
Chamberlain halted his brigede. FEven though they had encountered
only a few pockets of resistance, Cregory's Yankees were unable to
keeop pace with Chamberlain's trocps, While Chamberlaln was
regrouplng his brigade and waiting for Oregory to come up, Wise's
and Wallace's soldiers launched a powerful counterattack. Soon
Chamberlain’s troops were Teomplstely snveloped in a withering
fire®, Taken by surprise, the Northernera were thrown on the
defansive. At the end of one-half hour's combat, Chamberlain's
left began to give ground. Redoubling the fury of their onslaught,
the Rllg!h turned Chamberlain's left flank. Falllng hack, the
Fsdorarls took position in a clearing, Here, the line ceoupied by
the left flank of the brigade was parallel with the Quaker rosd,
Chamberlain's battls line, instead of being straight, waea L™
shaped. 53

The Confaderates quickly moved against Chamberlein‘s
reorganized main line of resistance. So terrible was the
Southernsrs! onslaught that Chamberlein despaired of holding his
new position for longer than ten mimaies. In desparation, the
genaral sent a requast to General Oregary (whose trigade had now
arrived) to attack the Rebela in the right flank when they renewed
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their assault on ble batbered command, In the meantime, General

Criffin assured Chamberlain that if he
would hold on for five more mimutes, the artillery would be up,

Griffin bad galloped up.

Shouting this encouraging news to his men, Chamberlaln sucgeeded
in rallying them, 56

Two batteries had followad Griffin's division up the

Quaker Tousts While the infantry was able to march up the timber-

strevn roatwith comparatively little difficulty, the artillery was
stopped col. Finally, however, the pilopsers were able to cut g

path ard Btery B, 4th U, 3, 1ight /rtillery thundered up the
road. Teatng the lewls clearing at a cxitical moment, the

canroneers \linbered their four pleces., A section waa omplaced on

Going into asction immediately, the
artilleristhammered away at the onsoming Gonfederatea,

aach aide othe lewis houme,

Tha two
12-pounder poleons on the west aide of the house raked Wise's

hard-chargi Virginians with ecanister, 7

i General Johnaon observed that Wise's trocps had
ologed to Wln eanister range of the Union gung, ha shouted for
General Mom Alsbamane to move to the attack, The Alzbamana

would formiWise's left and charge the guna. At a word fyom

Moody, theiring Alabamans started forward on the double, »

bzlrted by the fire of Battary B's four smeothbores,
Chorberlaitest flank companies recovered the initiative,




Counterattaciting, they re-entered ths woods. TFeeling for an
opening, the Confederates, following the arrival of ioody'a
Alabamans, started to axert tremendous pressure on Chamberlain's
right and center. By this time, many of the Federals had [ired up
all the roumds in their 8artridge-boxes, In addition, the
cartridge-boxes of friend and foe were rifled. Many of the troops,
refusing to trust to the bayonet, began to glink to the rear. To
stave of' f disaster, Chamberlain gent a segond plea to Gregory fer
help., At the same time, Genaral Griffin, sensing that his
subordinate was in grave trouble, rushed three of Major General
Joseph J. Bartlett's regimerts (the 1st and 16th Michigan and the
155th Pennsyivania) to Chamberlain’s assistance. In response to
Chambérlain's plea, Gregory had sent the 188th New York, These
fresh troops arrived none too scon. As they came up on the double,
Chamberlain'a battefed Yrigade was falling back on the Lewls house
to protect the artillery. 2
It seemed that Chamberlain was omndipressnt. The general
circulated along the battle line, urging his men to hold on for a
few more mimiteg, Naturally, the general became a prime target,
Chamberlain's heorse was shot fyrom under him, and the general's arm
was diasbled when his steed ell. A minde ball struck him on the

chest, glanced over his heart, and left a painful wound and "a
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disrepm coat", Chamberlain, however, refused to

relingynd. 60
wough Chamberlain'as retreating krigade, the
frogh ped to the attack, On the right, Bartlstt's
three pg¢d by Prigadier General Alfred L, Pearson, who
had gradors of the 155th Pennsylvania, dashed straight
tovard trate battle 1ine. % As the 188th New York
Casrged pods into the Lawis clearing, Lieutenant Colonsl
Isaap pogw that Bartlett's battle line was swesping
forvang ght, Teploying on the double, the New Yorkers
Joined $prge. Taking cover tehind plles of sawdust
“hich gem ag breastworks, the Southarners blazed away at
the ongonkees. 62
.5 time, the Southerners had had emough. when
Anderaop Yormed that the Yankees had thrown in fresh troeps
and stoppe advanae, he ordered Johmson to recall hlis soldiers,
Coverag byrong rear guard, Meoody's, Wallace's, and Wise's
troops weplled out of the woods north of Lewis' farm. Falling
back, the merners established a roadblosk sn the Baydton plank

Toad, Pogg his troops, Johngon stationed them in the edge of

6
the Woods nth and east of the Bevill house. 2

ile Chamberlain®'s brigade was fighting for its life,




Oeneral Warren observed that a country lane cut across the Luaker
resd & 1ittle south of the Lawis houwse, The penerzl felt that 12
he sent a detachment up this road, it might be uble to gain the
Boydton plank read and turn the Confederates' right flank, Calling
for Captain Hapolecn J,. Horrell, varren directed him to take the
egoort coupany arnd reconnoiter the lane, &

tefore Horrell's troopers had gone very far, they were
fired upon bty the ocutposts of the 34th Virginia., This regiment had
teen glven the task of guarding the Boydton plank road. Az soon as
Warren learned that hiz escort sompany was in cohtaet with the
Febaels, he ordared Generazl Crawford to take his division aﬁd
suppert the cavalry, Preparatory teo taking up the advance,
crawfolrd had Brigadier Gansral Hemry Baxter deploy his higade into
Iipe of bettlie. The right flank of Baxter's bripade rested on
Griffints left. Colonel John A, Kellcgg's brigade was massed in
the rear of Baxter's unit. Once these dispositions were completed,
Crawford sent him troops forward, Passing through the sscort
companyts skirmiphers, Crawford's powerful batitle line aagily drove
in the Confederate plckets who were covering the approaches to the
Boydton plank roed, By this time, Criffin's troops had broken the
back of Johmaon's gttack. ‘/hen Colonel John T, Goode of tha 34th

Virginia learped that Jelmson was falling back, he deeided to do
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the same. Skillfully breaking contact with the blueecats, the
Virginians rejoined their conwrades, Followlng the Uonfederates?
retreat, Crawford's troops reached the Boydton plank roesd. 65

Two of Ayres' trigades crossed Gravelly Run elese on the
heeals of Crawford's troops. Since the emergency had passed, these
two uplts were hold in reserve near the Spain house, For the time
being, Ayres' other brigade, which was eseorting the corps' train,
remained gouth of the run, 66

About 4 p. m,, Oensral Humphreys received a wmessage from
army headquarters Ainforming him that the ¥V Corps, on his left, waa
advanaing up the Quaker road. Humphreys waa directed to sdvance
his corps and connect hia left with Warren's right. &7

' Earlder in the afteroon, several of Humphreys'

subordinetes had gent out atrong gombat patrols to feel the
Confederate dafenses in their seectors., ©On the right, ons of
Ganeral Hays' trigsde commnnviers had made § forded reconnaissance,
Three of Colanel Olmsted's regiments (the 19th Haine, and the 55th
and 152d New York) wers brought up fiom the regerva, Spesrheaded
by the 19th Haine, this combat patrol reached and oceupled Dabney's
Mil, ¢8 Iike Hayn, Mottt alse sent three regisents to explore no
man's land, After advaneing about three—marters of a mile, two of
Mott.'-s unita, the 17th Maine and the 934 New York, came upon a line

26




of tresstworkas held Ly a few plokets, Genersl Pierce, who was in
charge of the patrol, deployed part of the 93d New York zs
skirmishers. Springing forward, the New Yorkers put the
Confederates to flight ard ccmupied the rifle pits, which were
locatad wept of Dabnoy's Mill. 69 The other reglment sent cut by
Ceneral ott, the 20%h Indiana, failed to apot any signs of
Confederate astivity, /°

Acoordingly, when Humphreys received hiz instructions to
advanee, he wns reascnably certain that his men would mot encounter
mch opposition, After the staff officers had rolayed the word to
Humphreys' subordinates, the IX Corps' battle line moved forward.
Miles' left flank Wrigade, Ramsey's, sucoeeded in establishing
contact with Warren's right, As a result of the dense woods and
tangled underlixrush, this comnnection was repeatedly troken. Ramsey
would then have to helt hias brigade while gsommnications were
ro-established, 7

Suddenly, the roar of battle became distinetly sudible
from the direotion of the (uaker road. Shortly thereafter,
Hymplrreys roceived & message from army hesdquarters atating that
Genpral Oriffin had veen attasked ty two Confederate divisiona,
Rumphreys wasq_d‘ireetnd to support Oriffin’s right with Hiles'
division, 7% After relaying the necessary instructions to Milss,
Humphreys rode to the point of danger. Ry the time that Huphreys
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reached Griffin's command poat, the Confederates had fallen back.
Herso, the corps ecommander was handed a message from Meadels
headquarters, dated 5:40 p. m, Glancing at the dispatch, Humphreys
learned that Warren wag scheduled to make another attack at &6 p, m.
If Miles could be spared, Humphreya was to mupport Warren's advance,
Furthermore, if Humphreys beileved he could score any additionel
gaing, he was to send his entire corps forward, TFollowing the
raceipt of thege instructiona, Humphreys ismsued geders for his
dlvision commarders to continue the advance, 73

Twe of Griffin's brigades, Bartlett's and Gregory's,
proseed forward hard on the hesls of Johnson's rear gunﬂd.. General
Warren, ss usual, was up at the front with the skirmlahers. ‘Dm
Union -akimishars gained the junetion of the Baydton plank and
Quaker roads without diffioulty. Defore the Yankeea had reached
the junotion, Johnson's troops, in accordance with Apderson's
diregtive, retired into the fortifieations sovering the White Ouk
road, A faw outposts were left behind by the Confledarstes to
contest the Federals’ drive.

Advancing beyond the Junction, the Federals approsahed
the J, Stroud farm. A party of Confederate sharpshooters posted in
the Stroud house was able to pick off several of the blueenats, A

pombat patrol from the 118th Pennaylvania, led by Captain George W,




Moore and lLisutenant Wilidlem T, Jodwin, sprinted foward the house,
Unable te stop the orrushing Yankees, the Southerners sbardoned the
tulilding. Oesupying the hounase, the blueccats rmashed to the windows
and blaged away at the rapidly diasppearing greyclads. A section
of artillery posted behind an sarthwork covering the White Oak road
rew the Yankeas'! firae, The bhattery commander who stood on
top of the works directing the connonsera pald m attemtion to the
Yankees, The first ahell from the Rebel field piecas passed over
the house, the gecond gtruck 1t, and the third exploded in the
chimney, wounding two men. Briok and plaster Yflew about thick,
enveloping the new occupants of the structure in dust and rubbish.®
Tha houss was hurrledly evacuated, 7

| If Criffin's men were to attack the Confederats battery,
theay would have tc eross a large open fleld, To make matters more
diffienlt for Griffintsz troops, the thiok woods which flanked the
Quaker road had vrevented Crawfordts and Miles? soldiers from
keeping pace with them, DLerlmess hed blanketed the area before
Crawford's and Miles' bluaccats were able to draw abreagt of
Griffinta, In the light of these difficulties, Warren decided
againgt sn attack on the Confederata sarthworka guarding the
approaches to_the White Oak road, 75

Thus clinsed the battle of lawia' Farm, The Confederates
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reported that they lost about 250 men in this ongagement, General
Waprren listed his gssualiles as: 53 killed, 306 wounded, apd 22
mimssing, If the repori of Geperal Chamberlaln 1s to ke bellieved,
the Confederates understated their losses. Chambenrlain stated that
hie wrigade, on the 30th, bturied 130 Rebels who had fallen in the
battle, In addition, Warren repoprted the ecapture of about 100
Rebals. 7%

During the night, the V Corps fortified the poaltion
which they hed gained as a result of the battle of lewla'! Fara,
Two batteries and Bartlett's trigede dug in at J. Stroudls, which
was the most edvanced ground sesured during the day's fighting.
Opiffin'a two other trigades camped behind the newly ereoted
sarthuorks, Oenarzl Crawford'e division was posted on the Boydton
Plank road; the division's right was at Stroud's and its left
rested on Gravelly Run. Ayresg' divigion was held in rogerve, To
kesp Rooney lee's gavalry from reiding the trains, patrola fyom
Ayres' command were thrown out well to the corps' rear, /7

In general, Humphreya' 1T Corps ensountered wvery little
opposition as it felt its way cautiously towsrd the Confederate
madin Jane of resistancs. By nightfall, Hays' Taght.flank biygade,
MoIvor?s, had-reached Armetrong's Mill, Malvor's troops, during
the advance, had malntained contaot with the soldiers of the XXIV




Corps OR ,u¢ side of Hatoher's Run, Suyth's (Hays' left flank
rigade) wed Olmated's combat patrol at Dabney's Mill. Having
gained thy Spyth detailed the &9th Pesnnsylvania to picket his
front. Py forward, the Ferngylvanians collided with a

Confedaratal near the Crow house. After a lively skirmish,

voth sidefpgy, Following the arrival of Smyth's soldiers,
Olmsted's p shifted to the left. Covered by a atrong picket
line, Haymion spent the night in the rifle pits which the
Confederatocaupied, 70

ys' esnter umit, Mott's division, held g portion
of the frofy at right angles to Hays' battla line, Hottls
pactor waer timbered and swampy. Plsrce's trigade ocouplaed
the rifle jtured earlier in the dgy by the 93d Hew York,
Theright £iPiercets unit rested on Olmated’

MeAllister'ss was unsventful,

8 =t
When they had moved ghesd,
the terrtinged Moilldster's and Pierce's rigades to
diverge. T Trobriand!'a regimonts, the lst Maine Heavy
AvtAllery ajoth Pennaylvanis, wers trought up fron the
reserve and plng this poesibly dangerous gaps /7

Byiles! division was again in contact with the
V Co™08, Iry ahead, Miles' troops had beer plagued hy the
“‘thmm Miles' soouts had sighted a few




Confedergty no shots wore exchangad., The Southernars,
belieﬂng ¢h the better part of valor, fell back in the
face of mysrful battle line, “hen nightfall put a stop to
the dgyty 08, Miles' troopa halted and threw up breastworks.,
After the | eommanders had covered their fronts with a strong
1ine of gy Miles' troops slopt on thelr arms, 8o
.day progressed, the reports resching lee's
headquarteane more ominous, lee was mow faced with the
Posslbilsey Qrant, iAnstead of sending his eavalry to raid Ithe
raliroady,extending his Iine toward the southwest., late in
the aftern lee learned that Johnson's division had been
Toapulyed At attacked the Undon column moving up the Quaker
Toad, To ster this threat to his right, Lee would have to
extand hisont, Conmequently, lee deesded to shift Hunton'sn
trigade tpWrsturg, Murton's brigade, instead of going to
Manchester wald march into Richmond and board the traine whieh
¥onld hawlit © the point of danger. &1
n dition, lss had learnsad that the foe waz using
artillery, aswell as infantry and cavalry, He, therefore, drafted
arders for Colnel William J, Pegram's 20—gun artillery battalion
to move to Purpes' il 82
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Inongatreat, with Field's and Kershaw's divisions
(mch&nge}-..ano-.-..-...... 1;360
Fwall, with Virginis Reservea, local Defense
Troops ard Shege Artillsry (no change)}s « « » & 7h0
Howlett Idne:
Halwne‘adivinﬁ.on(mchanse).--....... 7h0
From the Appompttox io Lieutebant: Runs
Gordan'a%rpa(mdhwge}.......-.--c 1,350

EFrop Iieutepant Run ip Bupreess' Mill:

Wiloox's division of Heth's corps, less XclQowsn's
brigads, density reduced from 1,100 per mdle to 888

Heth'’s division, strengthemed hy MeGowsn's brigade
from Wilcox's division, density increased from
lgmm--tnlo.lc4n--o-uocu 105%




Beyowd Bursegs’ (il
Anderson’s corps (no changs), « o « o o + o o = «
Yoyinzs
Pickett, with 5,000 fnfantry, to join Awderson.
Cavalry, 4,200 to right flank.

1,600




THE BATTLE OF FIVE FORKS

Part IIT

Grant Modifies His Mapter Plan

Tha favorable way in which aevenis were developing on the
29th led Grant to change his plan of operations., He determined to
have Sheridan, for the time belng, forege his projeected raid on the
Confaderate Tailroads, In a letter informing the cavalry leader of
the day's happenings, Grant wrote, "I now fsel Iike ending the
matter Ehe investaent of Pelt.m*sh:rz? if it is poasible tn do go
before going back." After telling Sheridan to forget abouf the raid,
Orant qndarod the cavalryman "to push round the enesy Af you ean and
get cr;to his right rear." The cavalry would make this movement, Grant
obgerved, in concert with the infantry, Orant cautioned Sheridan that
the getivities of the Confederste cavalry might cause him to modify
his actlon, Sheridan was to put his new sst of instructions inte
epergtion in the morning, 1

At the same time, Orant zddresssd s message to Meade
informing him that theridan has received orders to push for the
enemy's right rear in the morning, unless the peaition of ,,, [the
Confederate malm? makes a different course nNecessary ... "

Grant also outlined for his sebordinate the moves which he wanted

the IT and ¥ Corps to undertake on the 30th, If Warren's advance




up the Boydton plank road should compel the Confederates tc £all back
behind Hatcher's Run during the night, the IT and V Corps were "to
wheel to the right so as toe cover all the crossing of the run ... "
If the foe did not retire acrcss the run, the Federals were to "push
up elose to nim and feel out to ... [theiz/ left and endeavor to force
him to this course,” z

In the meantime, Mesde had alresdy drafted a set of
ingtructions fop the guidance of his corps commandersa. Warren was
directed to have his V Corps resume the advance at 6 a, m, The right
flank of the V Corpes was to extend aoroas the Quaker road; its left
was to be pushed into the countryside weat of ihe road. 3

Humphreys' I1 Corps was slated to move forward gt the sawme
time, - The II Corps' right flank division, Hays', was to advance along
the road lepding from Dabneyls M3l to J. Crow's farm, HMiles' division
on Humphreays' lsft would ocontinue to maintain contact with dJarren's
right and, Af neecegsary, render support ic the V Corps. FEach of
Humphreys' three divisions was sxpected to hold ene brigade in reserve,
Humphreys' and Warren's troops were to foree the Rebels to fall back
into their fortifieations, If, however, the Confederates came out of
their worka, the Yankeesz wers "to give battla*, 4

After evalpating Worren's reportsa of the action on the
afterncon of the 29th, the Umion brass were reasonably certain that in

the Burgess' Mill sector Griffin's division had foreed the Confederates




Lo retips *+ earthworks, This intellipgence, taken in
conjunctioant’s corders, caused Heade to modify his previoua
instyactioren. As ston as Jarren had definitely ascertained
that Magderetation of the tactical situation was correct,
he wag to is line to the left. Combat patrols would then be
thrown gutffort to pinpoint the Confederate pogitions wegt of
the Boydtorond. This diapateh reached “arren's command post
an hour peinight. 5
dame time, Grant issued orders for Gemseral Ord to
have one oflvixions oross Hatcher's River at 5 a. 1. on the
30th, Thewrs from the fxmy of the James were to support
H“-"’Phr'eygi . é
1aff officer entrusted with Crant's nepsage regarding
the ochange lana reached Dinwiddie Court House on the night of
the 29th, ped into Qeneral Sheridan's headquarters, the aide
handed the Jry leader Orant's lstter. without a moment's
he“it&tiongridan made his plans to cope with the changed
sltuation, spridan proposed to semd General Merriti with Devin's
division tain rosseasion of Five Forks, Crook's division would
be held 1, perve; Custor's would contimus to protect the tratns, ¢
Irained very hard thyoughout the night. ihen Devin
Busterad i division on the morning of the 30th, the preeipitation

Was 8t4111 1lling. DBefore taking leave of Sheridan, Merritt received




hig last mimute instructions, Merriti was told that Devin's division
was to advance up the Adams road to J". Boigsean'z., If mo opposition
ware encountered in reaching J. Bolsseau's, the Federals were to turn
into the Crump rcoad and endesvor to gain the White Qsk road. HMerritt
then rejoined his command, When ‘erritt gave the word, the column
noved ocut, 8

Exeept for several brief steps to remove a few felled trees
from the road, the march was routine, Two miles north of Dinwlddie
Court House, MYerritt halted the division. In accordance with
Merritt's instructions, Devin posted Colonel Charles L, Fitghugh's
brigade at the intersacticn of the Prooks and Adams roads,” Cne of
Fitzhigh'a regiments advanced along the Brooks road and established
a roadblock on the RBeydton plank road, Then the rain-drenched column
contimied to J, Folaseau's farm. Devin massed one of his two
remaining brigades, Colonal Peter Stagg's, at the junction of the
Pimwiddie and Crump roads, The general would use Byrigedier Ceneral
Alfred Gibbs' Lrigade for recomgissanoe, Altsgether, Gibbs sent out
three combat patrols, Two of Gikbs'! regiments, the 5th and €th U. 5.
Cavalry, wers sont up the Dinwiddie road with instructioma #to feel
and find the enemy", Major R. Murray Morris of the &th Cavalry was
in charge of this patrol. The &th Massachusetts, Colonel Casper

Crowrninshield commanding, moved across te reconnciter the Boydion
plank road. Colonel Charles L, Leiper's 6th Pennsylvaniz Cavalry




advanced up the Crump road, The Pennsylvaniang wers to see 1f they

conld bleck the “hite Oak reoad. In addition, Leiper was expectad

to maintain contact with Morris' and Crowninshield's patrols, ¥
within a short time the three Unlon patrols had established

contact with the Confederate outposts., These were the Tirst

tuttermts that the cavalrywen had seen since leaving Dinwiddie Court

House. Attacking, the bluecocats drove the Rebel vedeties back on

10
thelir supports.

Although no fresh reports from the endangered right reached
lea's headguarters on the morning of the 30th, the gensral became
convinced that he would have to send additional reinforcemsnta if he
were to take the indtigtive againast Sheridan, Any withdrawal from
the Peteraburg defense line wes, of course, very dangerous. Dut
unless Lee was willing to have hig right turned, there was no other
alternative, Crimly, les issued instructionsg for Major Ceneral John
B. Cerdon's porps to pasume responsibiiity for the defenge of 5 two-
mile section of the eartlworks on the west alde of Lisatehant’

Run. These trenches wers held by Major General Cadmus M, Wiloox's

division. Ones Gordon's troope had relieved Wileox's, Lee would be
able to reinforce his endangered right. Gorden planned to use Major
Genaral Bryan Grimeg'! division to relieve wileox's left flank units,

Having taken care of thia businesa, lee rode out o

Jutheriand's Station, Upon his arrivel at the gtation, Ise learned




that Fitz lee's divislon was en route to Five Forks, The general
was disturbed to learn that Rooney Iee's and Rosser's trcopers had
mt arrived from Stony Cresk. M

Under the cover of darkness, Pleketi's three infantry
brigades had marehed from Sutherland's Station to Burgess® Mill,

It was & cold raimy night., The road was a ribben of mud; the

angry little streams sthwart the division's path were almost past
fording. On the morning of the 30th, Anderson, Plekett, Heth, and
gsaveral other ranking officers were sumroned to a eonference with
General Lee gt Sutherland’s Station,

At thig meeting, the Rebel trass discuassed various ways
of dealing with Sheridan, Only twe of these geemod promising.
Heth expressed the view that, from his extended front, he might be
able to strike the advanoing bluecoats a hsavy blow. Pickett,
howsver, soemed to have a better opportunity, He was told that he
was to use his three brigades, ard two of Johnson's (Ransom's and
Wallace's) in the projected attack. As the irdtial atep in lee's
tattls plan, Plokett's command was to mareh on Five Forke. There
Pickett's infantrymen would remiezvous with ¥itz Lee's cavalry,
From Five Forks, with ths gsavsiry in support, Pickett wes to march
toward Mmrlddie Court House and asseil the Yankees, Six of
Pegram's guns were slated to go with Pickett., If the Confederatos
could drive Sheridan from Dinwiddie Court Eouse, they would bs ghle



to frustrate the Federal drive to cut General Lee's vital supply
iines. Py these ordera, Ise had carried out the suggestion
originally advanced by Iongstreet, A highly mobile task force had
been concentrated and piven the mission of guarding the armmy's
right flank. %Thia forae, when assembled, would consigt of about
6,400 infantry and 4,200 cavalry. Having completed his business
at Sutherland's Station, Lee returned to Petersburyg, 12
The tranafer of Johnson's two brigades to augment
Pickett's task force had dangerously peduced the Anfantry strengih
~of Anderson's small corps. Unless units wers brought from other
sectors to take their places on the lipes, Anderson would have to
spreaq his remaiming men very thin, The position hald by Arndersontsg
corps waz important in iftaelf, and it also conastituted the sector
from which troops could be drawn quickest in gase sdditional
reinforeements had tc be gent to Plaketi. Lee, accordingly, moved
to gshif't additdonal troops into this ares, DPrigadiar Censral
William MsoRae's trigade of Heth's division waa transferred from the
east to the weat bank of Hatcher's Run, MacRae's troops were
stationed sast of Durgees' Mill, One of Wilcox's brigades, Colonel
Jogeph H. Hyman's, was transferred from the Iieutenant Run srea to
the rifle pite-scuth of Burgess' MA1l, Following ites arrival on
the west spide of Hatecher's Run, Melowmn's brigade was temporarily

attached to Andarson's corps. Hunton's brigade, which arrived fronm



Richmord on the morning of the 30th, was asaigned to hold the works
near the junction of the Claitorne and White Dak roads., Hanton
would receivedhias crders from General Johnson. The trenches vacated
by this shift to the right were oceupied Ly Grimes' troops.

Daring his advance from Sutherland’s Station to Pive Forks,
Fitg Lee saw rothing of the foe, Fitg lee's troopers then moved
dowmn the INnwiddie rcoad, DPefore procesding very far, the Scutherners!
vanguerd esiablighed contact with Morris' combat patrol, 2k

In the meantine, Pickett's colnmn had also started for
Five Forks, Pickett's line of march way the White Oak road., The
distance to be eovered was only a little more than four mﬂ.hs. The
read led through a flat, drab gsountry of pine woods arnd small cpen
fields, Several roads, including the Crump road along which the 6th
Pennsylvania wam operating, approached the White Oak read from the
soath. Since Picketi's column was pzasing across their front, the
Union troopers made the most of their opportunity., In addition,
the patrols gent out by GCeneral Ayres were able to establish contact
with Pickett's scldiera. Colonsl Pegram's sdjutant, Captain W,
Jordon MeCabe, wrote in his diary:

Cur flank being expossd tc the enexmy, they

harassed us with small bedies of cavalry without

intermission. Uerneral Pickett, instead of

pashiyE on, atopped, formed a reglwment in line.

of-battle, and awalted gome attrek. Much

valnable tims was lost in this wgy. A line of

alcirmlshars marehing on our flank would have
beent ample protection.




Piaclcatt thought the mareh '"necessarily slow" becauge of the constant
skirmishing, "In front®, he reported, “we had to drive the enemy
out of the way nesrly the whole digtance®, 15

Major Morris' combat patrol was ablas to penetrate to
within three-~quarters of z mile of Five Forks without difficulty.
The few Confederate scouts snocuntered were oasily brushed aside.
Suddenly, however, the situation changed drastically, The attackers
now became the sttacked, Fitz Lee's hard-hitting division had
arrived on the scens, Seizing the initiative, the Confederates
quickly surroumded Morris' regulars. Undaunted by this turn of
avents, the Urndion troopers dug their spurs inte thelr horses amd
cut their way osut of the trap. Haverthaless, the Fedsrals lost
three officers and 20 men, The Rebels likewise suffered several
camalties., Among the Confederate wounded was Brigadisr Ceneral
lliam H, Payne. Returning to J. Boissesu's, Morris informed
General Merritt that a strong force of Rebel cavalry had ocoupled
Five Forkos. 16

The two other patrols sent cut by Oibks, Crowninshield's
and loiper's, orossged Oravelly Run., Advaneing up the Boydion
plank rosid, Crowninshield's cavalrymen succeaded in establishing
contact with :a_w!man'a V Corps., Having accompllshaed their misasion,
Crowninshield's troopers rejoined the brigade, Isiper's troopers
penetrated to within a shert diatance of the White Osk road. Here




they apotted a2 siyreng infantry column marching westward towsnrd Pive
Forka, After sending back the news of hisa diseovery, lLeiper had
his =men feign attacks on the Confederates'! left flank, Thesas
haragsing taotics proved to be very affective, becasuse the Rebels
would halt and form line of battle, Unee the infantry had deployed,
the gavalry would fall back, The Confederates would then assemtle
and the mareh would be resumed. This operation was repoated szevaral
times during the afterncon, and the Southerners lost such valuabls
time. TFrom sevaral prisconers whom they captured, the Yapnkees were
abls to ldentify Pickett's cummand, Orce the Confederates had passed
beyond the point wvhers the Crump road entered the 'Jhita Osk road,
lelper's command retraced its ateps and rejoined Cibbs' Lrigade, 17

When Jensral Devin learned of Major Merris' setback, he
sont the 1zt U, 3, Cavalry and twe of Colonel Fitshmgh's regiments
to recover the lost ground. Advaneing up the Bimiddie road, the
Undon troopers were able to penetrate to within a short distarce of
Filve Forka, By this time, Pickett's tpoops hed reached Five Forks.
Spotting a stromg infantry bettle line moving toward them, the
cavalrymen fall baelk, 18

General Crook's division remained at Dinwiddie Court House
most of the day. Oregg's Wwigade was ptationsd at the point where
tha Boydten p;;nk road ocrassed Stony Oreek, If Booney lae's znd
Eosser's divislons were to rendezvcous with Fitz Ise’s they would have
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to detour to the scuth of Story Creek and to the west of Chuanberlsin's
Bed, During the morning one of Davies' regiments, the 10th Hew York,
rode up the Boydton plank road and opened compmanications with Warren's
corps. When Sheridan learrned that the Confederates had occupled Five
Forks in force, he directed General Crock to reinforee Merritt with
one hrigade, Accordingly, Crook ordered Daviea' brigade to mova out.
Reaching J. Tolsseau's, Davies reported to Merritt, Sinoe the
Confaderatea gave no signs of exploiting the success wnich thay had
scored at Morris' expense, Merriit decided nmot to com:;;it Davies?
troopers. Though not called on, Davias' men premgined in the saddls
ready to spring into action at a moment's notice, 19 |

On the night of the JOth, lDewvin's division, reinforced by
Davies‘l brigade, bivouscked on J, Boiassezu's Ffarm, For security
purposes, z strong line of cutposts was established by the Federal
afficers to aover the oamps, 20

Throughout the long dresry day, Custer's irooperas
comtimed to ageort the trains. The heavy rains made this task a
nightmare, FEven with corduroying, progrsas was disgustingly slow,
large detalls were constantly at work laying “"corduroy” and 1lifting
the wagons out cof mud helea, At tixmes, a horse or mule would be
seon standing on whet appeared to be solid ground, Suddenly, one
of the beast's hoofa would sink out of sight, As the animal

struggled to cateh itself, all its feat would disappear inte the




slime, The heast would then have to be pullad out of the Virginia
quicksand bty a detachment of seldiers. At dark, the head of the
train halted four long, hard miles east of Dinwiddie Court Houge, -+

The intensive scouting and patrolling sarried out by
Merritt's command enabled Sheridan to get a good idea of the sirength
of the Confederate foree to his front, Betwsen 40 and 50 prischners,
ineluding some from Plokett's division, were bagged by the Union
troopers, One of the captured infantrymen tnld Shepidan that the
Rebel cavalry was belng concentrated at Five Porks, The same
individual informed Sheridan that Pickett's division had scome from
Burkesville., Supplemental reports reaching Sheridan'z command post
from the front ecrrectsd this ﬁﬂ.siﬁomﬁnm The Union scouts
reported that Pickett's division was deployed zlong the “hite Cak
road, with its right anchored at Five Forks, Sherldan relayed this
intelligence %o Orant, along with the nows that Merritt's command
waa encamped at J. Boisgemn's, 22

It was almost suxown when the head of Plekett's column
reached Five Forks, There, as antieipated, Piokett fourd Fitg lse,
The eavalrymun told Pickett that his trcopers were in contaot with
the Yankees on the DhwAddie road. 5o far, lee stated, his greyclads
had moye than hald their own, Plckett had intended to press on

towapd Dinwiddie Court Housme, But after conferring with Yitp lee,
he decided that, besauss of the late hour, the weariness of the



troops, and the absence of Fooney lae's and Rosser's cavalry
diviglons, he would walt until morning.

Two of Pleltett's infantyy Wwigaden were moved down the
Dimwiddie road sbout thres-quarters of a mile, These units would
have tha task of proteoting the task force from s surprise attack,
Advancing, the infantry eneountersd the dismounted Unlon cavalry
armed with Spenmer carbinesg, Undsunted, the buttermiis preased
aﬁead and the Yankeee fell basgk. After a trisk olash, the
Confederates ccoupied the designated ground, The other Confedepate
units bivouacked in the woods at the forks, Hereifully, the rain
¢oaped about dark., During the night, however, it began to fall
heavily again. The infantry were prepared for this, after a
feshicon, Colopel Pegram and his staff had peither blankets nor food.
They had hopsd to returm that night to Burgess' mill, 20

Shortly after the Confederates had bedded down for the
night, Rooney Lee's and Rosser's divisions reached Five Forks., The
maddy roada and booming oreeks had made the marah from Stony Creek .
Station a mightmare, Following the arrival of these tuo units,
Fitz Lee asgumed command of the cavalry ¢orps. Brigadisr General
Thomas T. Manford teok charge of Fity Lee's division, o

General Orant had written Sheridan on the might of the

26th, "We will act altogether as one avsy here uptil it ias geen
what can be done with the snemy.® 23 Despite (rant's intentiong,
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the Union ecavalry and infantry had ascted indepemisntly of ones
another throughout the day. Humphreys and Warren were informad
only that Sheridan was operating on their left, This was all,
Warren had been repestedly warned on the 29th thet he mast guard
ard protect his left, while at the same time hip right wuld have
to maintain contact with Humphreys® corps., Yet in his letter to
Sheridan, Grant had obaserved that, "Jur line ia mow unbroken from
the Appomattox to Dinwiddie.” 26

The only other reference to co-cperztion between the
Infantry and cavalry up to this time is found in one of Warren's
mmercus comunteations to Meade., Thia message was sent at 9150
a, m, on the 30th, A short time before, ons of Sheridan's stoff
officers, Captain George L. Gillespis, had passed by Warren's command
poat while bearing dispatohes to General Grant. Gillespie told
Warren that Merritt's comwand was masaing at J, Boiasgeau's,
proparatory to sending out patrols to feel for the White Oak rosgd.
“hen Warren informed his superior of these developments, he also
reported that Ayrea' divislon would be sent on a foreed reconnaissance
to W, Dabney's. Upon reaching that posint, Ayres' trcops would be
in a position to "co.oparate with General Sheridan if he comes
vithin reach®, 7

By thias time, however, Orant had decided that the
operations for the dey should be confined to the infantry, Taking




zecount of the heavy rain that had been falling sinea the previcus
evaning, CGrant addressed a messsgs to Sheridan, The lleutenant
general commarding cbserved:

The heavy raln of to-day will make it

impegsidble for us to do mach until it dries up
a little or e gel roads arcund our rear repaired,
You may therefore leave what cavalry you deem
necessary te proteqt the left and hold such
positions as you deex neoceasssry for that parpose,
and ssxd the remainder back to Bumphreys' Station,
where theay can gat hiy arnd grain. Fifly wagons
Ioaded with forage will be sent to you in the
morning., Send an officer back to direet the
wagene baak to where you want them, Report to
me the cavalry you will leave back and the
pasitions you will ccoupy. Could not your

alry tack by the way of Stony Creek ...
ﬁzation‘?o and da%my or capture the store of
gupplies theare?

, Following the receipt of thiz leiter, Sherldan left
Dinwiddie Court House ard hastened te Orantts headquerters,
Reporting to Orant's Oravelly Fuan cormand pest, Sheridan urged the
ganeral to reconsider hls order reealling the cavalry. Although
the rain contimed to pour down, the persuasive Jheriden sucoeeded
in prevalling upon CGrant to c¢hange his mind., The cavalry would
not be withdrawn from Dinwlddie Court Houge, Orant expressed the
hope "that some good might result from the preaence” of Sheridan’s
troopersz near Five Forka, Evidently, Sheridan wap so oarried away
with his arguments that he %eld Grant that his troopers had reached

the White Oak road, which vas ot true, When Sherldan returned o




Dinwiddie Court House, he ecarried an order from Grant to hold his
poslitions on the White Qak road, even if it pravented the "sending
back of any of ... /Hip/ cavalry to Fumphreys' Station to be fed,®
If Sheridan thought it necegasary, the 50 wagon loads of forage
ordered to his command would be increased, 22

During his return trip to Dinwiddie Court Houme, Sheridan
stopped at Jarren's command post, Before contimuing his journey,
Sheridan told “Jarren that he had issmed imktructions for one of hils
divisions to advance to the White Osk road, 30

it appears that General Mmsda and his corps commanderas
operated at a meried dlsadvantage. They had not basn given an
opportunity, as Sheridan had, to know what Orant's plans were,
Ceanersl Meade's position was sapecially embarrassing. The wings
of his Army of the Potompe were separzted by Ord's Army of the James,
which was independent of Mepde, Humphrays and Warren were under
Meade's direet command, but the general ¢ould only give the two
corps comimnders orders as he received them from Crrant.31

The heavy rainfall had also rendsred it extremely difficult
to kesp the mupplias of war materiel moving to Humphreys' and
Warren's corps. Warren decided to have the tralinsg, which had
accompanied his trocps across the Rowanty, moved north of Gravelly
Rup. large fatigue parties had to be turned out to help the

teamaters, Even so, it was hard going, because the wagons "were
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nasrly immovable in the mad", Minally, the soldiers had ‘o resort
to the time-consuming task of cordwroying to get the heavily loaded
wvehicless to the front, During the day, the portion of the ¥ Corps!
trein which had been parked at Perkins' crossed the Rowanty and
moved to the intersection of the Honk's Neck and Vaughan rcads, 32

Colonel Theodors Iyman, a Union diarist, reported that
the heavy rains had "reduded the reads, already poor, t¢ a hopeless
pudding®, ‘"Oravelly Run®, the ¢olonel stated, "waa swollen to trebel
its uswal size; and Hateher's Run owept awny the bridges and regquired
pontoons, "

"Se teryible were the rosads®, lyman reportsd; "and so
queaticnable the possibility of getting up supplies, espocially
foragé for the cavalry, that the generals tegan to spequlate on the
nogessity of drawing back. The ahief quartermaster szid it was the
worst time to mowve traing he had ever sesn, It took 1,000 enginesars
56 hours to get a train of 600 wagons five miles.® 33

The orders for the advance of the infantry, however, were
not countermanded, BEBefore retiring an the night of the 29th, Warren
rrepared the crders which he hoped would enable hia corps to esrry
out the misasion whlch Meade had assaigned it, Aceording to Meade's
dirgctive, thg _V Corps was to foroe the Rebels back into their
fortifications, In amddition, Warren was to reconnciter to the left

to dewvelop the Confaderates' position in the ares adjreent to the
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Claiborne road. eareen, therefore, ordered his three division
commanders to hold their units ready to resume the advance at 6
2. T, Woarren also alerted them to be on the lookout for a
Confaderate counteratroke. E

On the morning of the 30th, while Warren's irceps were
rreparing to move out, Orant informed Mesade:

As Warren and Humphreys advance, thus

shortaning their line, I think the former had

better move by the left flank as far azs ha can

atreteh out with gafety, and cover the White

Oalke road if he ca This will enablg Sheridan

tc reach the ... [Southaide Railre by Ford's

road, and, it may he, double the aenemy up, so

as to drive him cut of his works south of

Hatoher's rn.

Chief of Staff Webb reported that Grant's letter reached
the headquarters of the Army of the Potomas early on the 30th.
This eommmunication wag ot in complets gocord with the one Gpant
hsd gent to Sheridan on the evening of the 29th atating that the
cevalry and infantry would "act together as one army here until it
is »son what omn be done with the enemy",. In so far as the
operationg of the cavalry were concerned, Orant's dispatch to loads
way "at a deeided veriance with the letter to Sheridan of the apme
morning telling him to leave only such force as he deemed necessary
to hold the left and serd the remainder back to Humphreys' station.® 36

During tha night, Warren had had time to reflect on the

tactical situation., He did not think it would be advisable to




pursus his advange up the Boydton plank rosad until Humphreys' corps
was able to get into position on his right. (It seems that whils
Miles' gsoouts had established contact with the ¥V Corpa, his bgitle
1line,. howover, had failed to draw abreast of (riffin's diviasion
btafors halting on the 29th,) Warren was also worried about his
ieft. The corps commapder did not believe he oould extend this
flank "with propriety® until he could obialn some idea of Sherddan's
movements. If his left flank divieion (Crawford's) moved forward,
its left Flank would "be in the air®, +“hen Warren sent z message
to hesdquartera at 5:50 a, m., reporting that hias corps was ready
to move, he called Chief of 3taff Webb's attention to these
difficultises. In oonclusion, Warren remusried that he considered
the posttion then ocoupled by his corps as the best available
unless Meade proposed to agsasult the Rebel fortifieations at
Burgess' Mill, 7

It waa 8130 a. m, before Warren reosived an answer from
arwy headguartera, Meads replied through his chief of ataff, Jhen
Warren glanced at the message signed by Webb, he received acant
satisfaction, Webb informed Warren that General Meade did not think
he ocoeupied as mich of the front as the atrengtlh of his corps
werranted. Mesde wanted Warren to use two of his divisions {AyTes'
and Crawferd's) to reconnciter the Confederates' right., iebb was
unatle to give Warren mmch information regarding Sherldan's movements,




All that Webb conld do in this respect was tc state that Sheridan
had bean "ordered to attack or turn the enemy's right", Warren,
MM, was to act independently of Sheridan. 7f the Rebwls moved
cut »f their btreastworks and assaulted Werren's left, the V Corps
was to ocounterattack. In this eventualliy, Meade promised to support
Warren "with all the available force to be proecured.” 36
In the mosntine, ‘\fiarren and Hamphreys had exchanged
nessages, At & g, m., Warren informed Fumphreys that ha proposed
to pogtpons his advance nnt11 sach time a8 Miles' division drew .
abreast of Griffin's, Warren expreased himself as hesitant about
sending Oriffints troope, unsupported, scrcag the hroad opon field
ts their front. 3Since Miles'! soldiers had tc pess through a heavily
wooded area, Warren felt it would be sone tine bafore they drew
atreant of hisz corps. 39
Replying to Warren'a eommunication, Humphreys reported
that his corps was moving ashead slowly through a dense and almost
impenetrabls swamp., In acoordance with Warren's wishes, Humphreys
atated that he had reiterated his inastruetions for Miles to
re-satablish contast with the V Corps., Desplte Humphreys' efforts, _
it was almost 7130 before Miles' bluecoats moved into positien on
Jarren'ts right f£lank, ko
Warren, at é a, w., directed Oriffin to have Bertlstt's ;'
akirmish line fael the Confederate fromt. Bartlett's bluecvats E
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were to aseertain if the Southerners hed pulled back from the
sarthworks which they had occupled when darkness had put & stop to
the hoatilities. 41

There was a denss fog blanketing the area, sc Bartleti
determined to dslay his forced remonnailsgsance in hopes that the
atmosphere would clear. It was fortunate for the Federals that
the brigadier made this decision. About €:30, when the fog 1ifted
a little, Bartlett diseovered that the right flank of his skirmish
ine wae within 150 yarda of a line of Rebel rifle pits, Tha
aoldiers mannlng the Unlon cutposts decided to ase 1f thay could
antice some of the RAebels to desert. Ioaves of bread wers thrust
on bayonets and held aloft. Ths blueccats then shouted, "Hey,
Johnny! Come over and get soms fresh tread and eoffea;" None of
the Southerners took advantage of the offer. o

A alight demonstration on the part of the bhlueconta drew
a heavy fire, Satisfied that the greyclads held the earthworks in
foree, the Union skirmishers, having accomplished their misaion,
foll back a short distance. 2

Following the receipt of the mossage signed by Chief of
Staff Webb, Warren, deapite grave misgivings, prepared to carry out
the direstive "to extend ,.. [hig/ 1line to the left as far as
possible”, Ayres' division was called up from the reserve and
masgsed at Mra, Butler's, Heconnalsmsnee parties were sent ocut to

axplore the ecountryside west of the Boydton plonk road, After these
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neceggary items were atlended to, YWarren sent a letter to Meade's
headquarters acknowledging the eommunication., Farthermore, Warren
wanted to know what weuld happen if he extended "his line to the
left as far as posgible, using both Crawford and Ayres", and the
Rebels suddenly flanked him, If this transpired, Warren wondersd
what he would eounterattack with, s

It wag 9:55 before Jarren recelived az reply to this
dispatch., Webb observed that Meade was "very anxicus® to have
Warren cover as much of the front as peossible counsistent with thoe
aafety of his ecrpa., Moade's intention, Webb wrote, was to have
Aarren deploy Griffin and Crawford to the front, while he ussad Ayres
to cover the corpa' left flank. In addition, Meade wanted the 3ad
- Permoaylvania Cavalry which was guarding Warren's train to report
to army headquarters, AL thia time, Meade'’s QHJ. was located at
the junction of the Monk's Neck and Vanghan roads. 5

in the meantime, Warren had received a lsttor from Jeneral
Webb containing information regarding the Confederate fortifieantions,
The chief of staff reported that he had recently questioned mseversl
deserters and prisoners, Mrom these people, I‘dabh hod learned that
the Confederate fortifioations covered the White Ozk road, 46

Ackmowledging Webb's message, Warren replisd that the
intelligence gathersd by his scouts corroborated the information
Webb had obtalned about the loeation of the Confederatesn' main line
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of resistance, Contiming, Warren wrote that iwo desertars had
stated that the earthworks flanking the Boydton plank road were
strong "with two Iines of obstructions in front®. These men
reportad that a large mimber of Negroes had spent the Z9th
strengthening these woerks. Still thinking in defensive terms,
Waryren reported that Crawfeord'a troops were throwing up a line of
breastworks near the Boydton plank rcad, In ease of a repulse,
| darren obaerved, these rifle pits would make & good rallyimg point. b7

This dispatoh was received by Meade at 9:35 a, m. Tem
c'olock passed and still Worren's ocorns did not budge, In the
meantime, Captain Cillespie had passed through the V Corps' lines.
Fpom the captain, Warren was gble to seours information concerning
the pdsit..‘..an of Sheriden'sa eavalry. This news was promptiy relsyed
to Mapde, It appears that thias was the first definite information
that Meade had received of Sherdidan's activitiea, 48

At 10115, Warren sent another message to headquarters
oxplaining his delays., UWarren told his supariors of his plans,
Fe would push out Ayres' divialon in ¢clumn as he had Griffin's on
the 29¢h, If Ayrea xet the foe, he wne to give battle, Meade was
informed that, if need de, Varren would support Ayreas "with nearly
the whole corps and follow up any advantage galned”. In the event
that he was worsted, Warren wrote, he had "a good place to reform
on%, Warren admitted that he was "a little slow®, but he belleved




that it was the only way he could keep his "troops working together
and corduct operations with gertainty". The corps sommander
expregsed the opinion that the roads and flelds were gotting too
goft for artillery, and believed that Sheridan's cavalry would have
trouble operating advantagecusly. 49

At 103170 ae me, Warrsn dirscted Ayres to make a
reochnalisaance in the dirveetion of the White Oak road. Ayres was
to talee his diviagion and move in a northwesterly direction from
Mrs, Butler's toward S. Dabney's. Az the column felt ites wsy ahead,
Ayres was to see that his scouts maintained contact wilth the corps!
akkirmish line, which would remain stationmary. If Ayres' troops
encountered any Confederates within a mile of the Boydton plank
road, they were to attack and drive them back. Ayres was admoniashed
ot to advance his main force farther than one mile, unleas it was
to secure an obvious advantage, The division would take up a strong
position with ita flanks sequred. Scouts were to be sent *to
roconnoitar and develop the character of the country and the enemy's
position®., Ayres was inforusd that Sheridan'’s eavalry was mamzed at
J. Boisseaun's and was examining the Crump mad, In the event that
Ayres enecuntered a suparior foree amxd cculd hold on, Warren promised
to reinforce him with Crawford‘'s divipion. For eommnication
purposea, e da—t;.whmant of Warren's epoort would accompany Ayres. 50

Grant at this time had a different opiniocn of what Werren's
plan of operations should he, iriting to Meads, Crant observad:




Yy idea wag that we ahould try to extend

our iaft =0 as to cross the White Oak road,

asy at W, Dabney's, or as near up to the enemy

ag Wwe oan. This would sesm to cover all the

roads up to Ford's road, by whlch Sherigan

might thgn nove and get on to the ,,. /Southside

Railroad/, and possibly double up the W

and drive him north of Hatcher's Run,

Tha Southside Railroad at the point where it was crossed
by Ford's rosd remained Sheridan's objective,

For informational parposes, Webb forwsrded Grant's
dispatch to Werren. The chief of staff reported that Meade, after
examindng Grant's meanags, could see no reason o any ¢hange in
tha instructions which he had already sent to Warven, Webd raported
that Meade hed received "mo information of General Sheridan'e
novenents beyond the general statement that Ceneral 3, 15 to turn
the enemy's right.” 52

Warren was alightly perplexsd by Crant'e snd MNeads's

measages, It sesamed to Warren that Hnadq. on recaiving Orant's
zommanlcation, should have signified o him whether or not he was
to extend the left{ flank of his corps acrosa the White Ogzk road.
If he wore mot to black the White Oak road, Warren would have liked
to kmow jJust how far his left was to move out, Hsd Yarner been in
commaniestion with Grant, he probably would have ascught io obtain
definite infoFHation on this subject. 7

By 11530, the pighal corps parsonnel sucoesded in extending

the field telegrsph to Warren's eommand posgt, The transmiasion of
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mossages between HMeads's and YWarren's heasdemarters was gresgtly
expedited,

In an effort to elarify the matter, WYarren, at noon,
addregsed another communieatlion to Jeneral Webb, After
acknowledging the receipt of the dispatoh encloaing the one from
Orant, siarren ingquirad about Meade's statement that there was "no
regson to change his previous orders®. Warren pointed out that
Hoade had "never sald definitely how far ... /hg/ was expected to
extend nor the objeet desired™., "Ceneral Crant®™, ‘iarren cbaerved,
"is definite on both points, and Af I am to attempt ... [to block
the White Oak roag/ myself at all hagards I don't shrink from it,®
Yarren thought that perhaps General Rumphreys, if required, might
be able to ocooupy part of the front cooupied by the V Corps. The
gorpe commander knew f{rom bitter sexperience that he should extend
his "left toward the White Oak road with atrong fores ani precaution
against an attack from the enemy". Warren informed Webb that he
had seen Sheridan, and the cavalry lsader had ordered a division
to the White Oalt road. This, Jarren believed, would greatly
simplify his scheduled movement, H

General Warren evidently was amwyed bty the vaguensss of
his orders. Ascording to the word he received from Msade's
haadc';wtera.-l:e waa to extend his left and keep it well guarded o=
that was all, Grant, however, wanted Warren to shift to the left
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and support Sheridan's cavalry in an attempt to turm the
Confederates! right. Warren waa able to infer were from Crant'a
dispateh than Mesde'sz., This disposition by Warren to know the
ebject ard extent of a movement direated by his supericr officer
was definitely 2 fault in his military character,

Meade was more patient than Warren, 4n examination of
the correspondence which paased between Grant and Heade on the 20th
indicates that the sommander of the Army of the Potomac knew very
little of the lleutsnant general commanding's master plan.
Fupthermore, it should be observed that at noen Yarren had met
Sheridan. The cavalryman, at this time, told Warren that one of
his divisions was scheduled to move morth to the White Oak road. 7

Shortly thersafter, Grant forwarded to Mepde some
defirite informetion regarding Sheridan's acti.vi_.t.iss. Crant reported
that the cavalry sent out by Merritt had encountered the
Corfederatoa in considerable forse. The i:lumat.ad patrols, as
they advanced up the Dinwiddie and Crump rosads, found the White
Qak road eovered by ithe Rebel troopers. Pushing ahead, the Union
cavalrymen wers reported to have seized Five Forks., (Copies of
this message were aiao sent to Humphreys and Yarren,) %

Yot, as late as 2 p. M., Orant refused to commit himpell
on the degree of coe=operation that should exiat between loade's
Anfantry and Sheridan's eavalry. At that hour, the general
telegrsphed the President, who was at City Point:
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I understand the runber of desd left by
the ensmy yesterday for us to Yury was mech

greater than owr own dead. The eaptives were

larger than reported also, amounting to about

160, This morning our troops have all been

pushed forward, and mow oceupy a line from

what you see marked on the map aa the Crow

house across the Boydton plank road north of

where theo CQuaker road intersects it, Sheridan's

cavalry is pushing forward toward the White

Oak road, and I think thia afternoon or

thamorro m?; pash on to the ... [Southside

Rallroad/.

As if Warren were not having enough tyoubles with hia
left, the badgered gemeral could not ignore his right, At 11320
a. Me, darTren received a dispatch from Humphreys. The commander
of the II Corps informed Warren that, at the moment, his line of
tattls exterded "in a stralght line past the Crow house" to the
v Corﬁs’ right. Hamphreys statad that he had directed Mott's and
Haye' skirwishers and those on the right of Miles® division to see
if thay could reach Hatcher's Puan, Congequently, Humphreys wanted
to knmow Af Warren internded to move forward, o

In reply, Warren pointed out that, as the Confederatan
were reported to be strongly entreanched, he would be unable to
advanee up the Boydton plank road. The regiments on his extreme
right, Warren commented, had been refused for the want of a
cormeotion th_a_pravious evening, These organizations would be
able to co-operate in Humphreys' advance, General Yiles, Warren
contimued, had his permission to make any adjustments in thia

soctor that he thought prasticshbla, 59
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Throughout the merming, Jarren had been so busy receiving
dispatches and giving orders that he had been unable to leave his
command post, After sating Iunch, Jarren decided te visit the
front. Proceeding up the Quaker read, <arren reached J, Stroud's
Just as Bartlett's skirmichers started 1o move forward, Prior to
Jarren’s arrival, Sriffin had oeen told by his seouts that the
Confederates were pulling baek, In the face of umphreys' advancs,
the Scutherners had determined to abandon their advance line of
cutpoats in the Burgess' Mill sector. To take advantage of this
situation, Oriffin authoriged Bartlett to advance his skirmish
line, 60

Following this Conflederate pull back, & perscnal
reconnalasgance convinced Warren that Griffin's battle line could
row erosa the open fleld in safaty. In addition, an advanca
would enable the V Corps te gaein poasessicn of the point where the
Dabney's Mill road debouched ints the Boydton plank road. This
would be an important gain because it would facilitate communication
between the I and ¥ Corps. Warren acecordingly dirscted Griffin
to advance his battle line, &1

Griffin imnedictely relayed this informatlon to his
trigade commanders, WAithin a few mimates, Bartlett's line of
battle, closely supported by (regory's trigade, moved up the
Foydton plank road. On the right, Miles' blueccats likewise forged
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ahead, Within z few mimtes, ths Federals were able to ocecupy the
field fortifications reeently hsld by Johnson's ocutposts., Having
gainsd their objective, the Northarners halted and tock cover, A
Rebel battery mounted Lehind 2 parapet near the Burgess house
hgmmered away at the sdvanclng Yankees with shot and shell, Two
Unton artiliery units {Battery B, 4th U. 3. amd Batteries D and G,
sth U, %.) emplaced at the junction of the Boydton plank and ZJuaker
roads returned the buttermut cannonesrs' fire. HNo opposition from
the Rebsl infantry was encountered by Oriffin's troops. 92

Ag =zoon as his mon had gained the abandoned rifle pitas,
Warren rode forward, Training hia fleld giasssa on the Confederate
main line of resistance, Warren foumd that the fortificationa
covering Burgess® Mill "were well located and construected, and
defended bty infantry and artillery®, The timber had been slashed,
and where there were no irees, an “abatlis had bteen laid". €3 It
wag apparent to YWarren that any ferther advance by the Federals up
the Roydton plank road would be fiercely contested,

There was mo further aotion along Oriffin's front until
late in the afternven, At 4 p. m., Colonel Hyman's North Carolina
trigade woved out of the fortifications. Driving in the Union
skirmishers, the Rebels launched a sharp sttack on Bartlettls
battle 1line. Asgisted by the fire of the two regulsy batteries

posted at the juncticn, the blueccated infantry easlily beat off




. thig sortie, Several prisoners wers captured by the Federals,

One of thege, 3 member of the 33-&1.}; North Carclina, told tha Yankees
that Byman's brigade had moved into the Burgess’® Mill sector
during the morning. TFollowing Hyman's arrival, Johnson’s division
had shifted to the right. &

Upon the approach of darknegs, Griffin recalled Oregory's
brizade; Boptlett's troops were left to hold the captured rifle
pits. Returning to the junctlon, Gregory's soldieres camped in the
field around the Stroud house, 65 Griffin's octher brigedas,
Chamberlain's, aspent the day at Lawis'! ferm burying the dead and
eallecting the wounded from yeaterday's engagement.,

Myrep' division moved ocut about noon to make its forced
reconnalenance toward the White Oak road, The routa selsected for
the divislerss advance was the road which lad from Mrs. Putler's
house on the Bopdton plank road by the Holliday house, This road
entered the #hite Oak road near Halter Butler's residence, which
wag z short distance weat of the Claiborne road, Ayres' vanguard
reached Holliday's without encountering awy oppoeition, The
advance brigede, Prigadier General Frederick Winthrop's, crossed
the booming branch of Gravelly Run that was to play =o importent a
part in the battle of White Oak road en the next day. Observing
that his troo;; were having considerable difficulty getting across

the rain<swollen siream, Ayres ordered his two other brigades,
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Brigadier Generals Andrew W, Denison's and James Guwyn'z, mot to
eyoas, Taking pegition on the right bank of the branch, these two
units, asz was the custom, began to entrench, &7

Winthrop's brigade penetrated to within 800 yarda of the
White Dak road before halting, Skirmishers were then pushed to
within 300 yards of the road, Captain Borrell with the eseort
company succeeded in getting sstyide the rosd for a few brisf
moments, From thelr advanece pesition in a amall elearing, the
Federals were able {0 observe the aftermnon's azetivities on the
White Oak read, Tha Tankees watched am a strong force of Rebel
infantry (Piskett's commarxt) marched westward toward Five Forks,
‘then Cyriffin's troops moved to cocnpy the advance rifle pita
flarking the Doydton plank road, the gound of battle came drifting
in from the sast, Tor a few mimutes, the Confaederate column
paused hefore pressing on. During thiz time, Ayres dashed off g
megsage to Jarren reperting that the Rebel infentry was moving
back toward Burgess' Mill, Werren, in turn, relayed this newe to
Meade's headquarters, 68

After a few mimtes, the Southerners resumed the march,
Shortly thereafter, Captain Horrell's troopers captured a Rebel
offiger, The Confederate told the Federals that he belonged to
Piokett's divigion and wae in charge of a wagon train. This

intelligence was promptly forwarded to Warren, 69
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Reconnoitering the area nerth of Holliday's farm, Ayrss
reported that there were no Confederate entrenchments to his front.
Az Ayres interpreted his front, he was correct when he mede this
statement, At this time, however, the general was gazing out on
the portion of the hite Osk road west of the Claitorne road
Junetion. Had Ayres faced north instead of morthwest, he would
have observed that there was a fortified line covering the +hite
Dak road to ita Junction with the Claiborve road, At the junectlon,
ihe earﬁpﬁnrka veered sharply to the right and exténded to Hateher's

Run, 70

The news that Ayres' patrols were feeling their way
toward the White COsk read west of the Halter Bu#ler house asuged
the Confederates to take aetion. General lse issued lnatructions
for Ceneral Johnson to deploy one of his reglments outsidae the
works, Yo attack was to bLs made on the Federals at this time, If,
however, this Unicn unit proved to be the left flank of the Army
of the Potomac it would be assaulted at a later date., In accordance
with Johnson's ordera, the 4lst Alabama movesd out of the works,
croased the White Ozk road, and took position athwart the Union
lina of advance, Before darkness put a gstop to activities in this
sector, the Alsbamang were in contact with Ayres' scouta. 7

' me; having accomplished his mission, eoversd his front
wilth a strong line of ocutposts and waltsed for further developments,
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On his right, Ayres' skirmishera were in contaet with Griffin's
plckets. About dusk, Warren visited Ayres' command poat, After
approving Ayres' dispoeitions, Warren rode back to his headquayters,
which he reached after dark. 7

Crawfordts troops spent the day strengthening their main
line of resistance which parallelad the Boydton plank rcad. The
division's laft flank rested on Gravelly Run and its right near
Stroud's farm, In addition to throwing up breastworka, the trecops
wore kept hugy slashing timber, The gunners of Battery D, 1st Rew
York Light Artillery emplaced their four 12-poumier Napoleons wast
of the Rainay house., They would be able to furnish support to
Crawford's infantry in the case of a sudden Confederate onalaught. 73

Rafore the II Corps resumed its advance on the 30th, it
was reinforced by a divislon frem the Army of the James, In
ageordance with an order from Orant, Ord diregted General (Uibbon
to have one of hls divislons eross Hatcher's Run and suppart
Pumphreys'® ocorps. Before retiring on the night of the 29th, Gikbon
had issued instructiona for Ceneral Turner to have his division of
the ZXIV Corps on the rord by 5 a. m, After crossing to the west
aide of Hatcher's Ran, Turner would report to General Humphreys, (o4

Promptly, at the designated hour Turner’s division moved
cut, After crcossing Hatcher's Hun, Turner's troops marched to

Dgbnayte M41l, Within ome hour efter leaving his camp, Turner,
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despite the terrible weather, completed his diaspoaltions. As
directed by Humphreys, Turnsr posted his command on the right of
Hays' division., To make room for the soldiers from the XXIV Corps,
Hays' troops closed to the left, Turner's left flank rested on
Dabney's Mill and his right on Hatcher's Run near Armstrong's Mill,
Brigadier Ceneral Thomss M, Harris' and Lisutenant Colonel Andrew
Potter's brigades were deployed into line of battle, Herria' was
on the left and Potter's on the right, Colonel Willdamm B, Curtis’
brigade waz held in reserve, 73

The speed with which Turner had formed his diviaion
snabled Humphreys to atart his attack as schedulad, At & za, m.,
the pewerful Union battle line started forward, A large musbher .of
skirmishars soreened Humphreys' advance. 7

It took Haya' division atout two hours and one-half to
reach ita cbjactive -« the area aroumd the J. Crow farm, Sinee
the bluecosats had expected to encountar heavy resistance , their
advance had bveen very oauticua, At J, Crow's, the Yankees found
plenty of evidence (abandoned gear erd supplies) which indicated
that the Reltwls had hurriedly evacuated this ares during the night.
Having reached his goal, Oeneral Hays pat his troops to work
throwing up breastworks., Twe brigades (MeTvor's and Olmated’s)
were gtationed on the lines, while Smgyth's were held in resecrve. 77

Onee the troops hed atarted to dig in, Hays told Colonel
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Olmzted to send out a strong combat patrol and gee 4f he could
locate the Confsderates' main line of resistance, Within a short
time, a three.resgiment patrol {the 19th Maine, the 184th Pennsylvania,
ard the 36th Wiaeconsin) moved forward, The Maine regiment, which
waz deployed a8 akirmishers, was supported by the other tuwv units,
After advancing about three-fourths of a mile through a belt of
slashed tlmbers, the bluecoats sighted a Confederate strong point.
The soldiers observed that this redoubt (Fort Powell), which was
zituated on the south bank of Hatcher's Run, mounted two guns. A
secornd sarthwork, in which one gun was emplaced, was alse spotted.
Both forts were within supperting distance of ons gnother, After
seanding back newm of his discovery, Olmested had tha scldiers of
the l‘j;th Maine open fire, The Mailnemen had previously ocacupied
positiona within 300 yards of Fort Powell, Unable to depress their
heavy ordnance encugh to play on the Yankees, the greyelads had to
rely on their small-srms when they returned the Tankses' fire. The
Confaderatas and the men of the 19th Maine sniped away at one
another until 4 p. m, At that hour, the 36th Wisconsin moved
fomard and reliefed the Maine regiment, 78

Turner's troops kept abreast of Hays' bhattle line a= it
pushed phead, . As the advance contimued, Turnsr's division feund
itgelf aqueeged out of line, The reason behind this development
was the sharp meandsy to the southwest described by Hatcher!s Run




in the portion of the channel bLetwsen Burgess' and Armstrong's
mills, To avoid being completely crowded out of position, Turnert's
division was forced %o cross Hatcher's Run a szcond time, “hen
the division helted and entrenched, Harriat! left flank rested on
the stream. On the opposite side of Hatcher's Run was Hays'
rignt flank unit, Melvorts brigade. Potter's brigade on Turner's
right was in contaet with Foster‘®a division, ”
On Hays' left, Mott's battle line worked its way through
a dense belt of undergrowth, The few Confederate pickets encountered
were easily btrushed aside, Mott's troopa drave across the road
linking Dabney's ¥1ill with the Hoydton plank road., A4 swampy branch
of Hateher's Run was also negotiated, After an advance of about
three-—quarters of a mile, the divigion halted and began to entrsneh.
The right flank of Plerce's Lrigade was posted west of the Crow
house. Plerce's troops were in contact with Hays' bluecoats. De
Trobriamnxi'a trigade, as on the previous day, waa held in reserve
by Mott, While Pierocs's and MeAllister's soldiers were busy throwing
up sartivories, De Trobriand was galled upon te furnish large fatligue
detnlls, Some of thess groups were put to work repairing the Dabnay
Mill} road. Others were given the task of cordurcying rosds gnd
" tullding bridges to facilitate the movement of the corps' artillery
to the front, o0
Milea' diviaien with three brigades (Ramsey's, Madill's,
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and Seott's) deployed into line of battle had a rough time
working itz way through thel thick waods and dense underbrush,
Each of the brigade gommanders wcovered his front with skirmishers,
During the night, Ransey's brigade on the left had lovst contaet
with the V Corps. It was 7:30 a, m. before Ramsey's unit was able
to re-establish liatson with Warren's soldiers on their left, At
9 a. m, Miles' troops reached the Dabney's Mill road., Here, the
division halted, while the trigade commanders re-formed their units.
Since Miles'! battle line was now abreast of “arren'a, it would be
very dangerous to proceed farther without a corresponding movemant
on the part of the V Corps. Warren, however, refused to budge,
Artillery was now brought forward. The four 12-poundier Napoleens
of Ba¥tery K, U4th U, 5, Iight Artillery were unlimbered at the
junction of the Boydton plank and Quaker roads, The cannoneers of
Rattery M, lst New Hampshire emplaced their four 3J-inch rifles a
short distande to the left of Battery K. o1

Gonaral Milaes mmployed his other wrigade, Mugent's, on
fatigue detnils, Large detachments were drafted from Nugent's
command and put to work corduroying the roada, 82

Daring the morning, two Confederate deserters surrendered
tn Miles' scouta, When escorted to the general's command post,
the Southerners stated that they belonged to Sealea’ North Carolina
brigade, (At this time, Soales was siok, snd Hyman was in charge




of the unit,) The two soldiera informed the Federal officers that
their brigade had been palled out of the Petersburg lines long
vefore daybresk, Af'ter crosging Hatcher's Run, their organization
had ocoupied the rifle pits covering Burgess' Mill. News of this
interesting development was promptly relayed to Meade's GHQ. 83 .
Early in the afterrncon, Humphreys received instructiona
from Meade to move his corps as ocloss to the Confederates' main
line of resistance as possible, “hen this had been accomplished, De
was to entrench his command, Bumphreys would then make an
ingpeaation and motify headquarters how many troops wonld bea needod
to hold the front from the Baydton plank road to Hatcher's Rap, ¥
As a result of the extensive sgouting amnd patroiling
garried out by his scldlers throughout the morning, Humphreys had
glready pinpointed most of the Confedserate fortifications,
Humphroys koew that Hays' and Mott's troeps had driven almoat as
ocloss to the foa's works as possible. I thege two unita zttempted
to renew the advange, it would probably precipitate a general
engagement, Only on the left, in Miles' sactor, was there a chanae
of moving closer to the Confederate worke without meoh fighting,
Humphreys, therefore, lssued instractions for Miles te push forwsrd
and examine the fertifications which the greyelads had erected to

cover the approaches to Burgess® Mill. 8s
Following the regeipt of Humphreys' ordera, Mlles'
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division resamed the advance, Covered by a strong skirmish line,
the bloeslad line of battle moved relentlegsly ahead through the
thick undergrowth, Since Mott's division held its ground, Milea!
commard pivoted on its right flank brigade, Seott's. On the left,
Ramsey's left flank guided on the Boydton plank road, Ramsey's
sicirmishers (the 53d Pennsylvaniz), aa they pushed ahesd, forced
the Confederate outpoats to £all back, As goon as their pickets
had retired, the Southern artillsrists opened fire on the blueeovats.
Both Ramsey's skirmishers and his battle line were shelled by the
Confederate cannoneera, This bombardrent, however, proved to be
e0 ineffactive that, for practical purpcses, it was uselers. 86

When they moved foerward, the akirmishara covering the
advanse of Miles' center (Hadill's) and right flank (Scott's)
brigades also clashed with the Confederate pleketa. The 1llth New
York, which was aureening Hadill's units, dreve the Rebel
shtirmishers acrcss the rosd linkding J. Crow's with the Boydton
Plank road. AL the game time, the regiment covering Scott's
advance, the 5th New Hampshire, struck end dreve in the Rebel
outpaats, &

When Coneral Humphreys learned that Miles' diviaion had
crossed the J. Crow road and was in full view of the Rebel
fortificationa, he ordared the advance stopped. Miles was directed




ts entrench his position, Within a few mimtes after the regeipt
af this message, Milag had his troope hard at work throwing up
!‘art.ificat;ona. &8

At the time that Hyman's Nerth Carolina brigsde drove in
Griffin's cutposts, the greyvolads made a feeble thraat apgainast the
left flank of Miles' division. Romsey's skirmighers, two companies
of the 3 Pemnaylvania, easily beat off the attack., About this
time, Colenel Seott deslided to relieve his skirmishers, The Sth
Now Hampshire was recalled and the 26th Miochigan and the 140th
Permeylvania moved formwmrd, Taking pesition near the Confedergte
fortifications, the sharpghooters from these two regiments sxchanged
shots with the greyclad snipers until darkneess put a stop to the
day's hostilities in thils sector. 89

Onece Mlles' troops had atarted to dig in along the Crow
road, the canmoneera of Battery K, 4th U. S, Light Artillery and
Battery M, lat New Hampehire Iight Artillery limbered up their
piecss. Moving up the Boydton plank road, the gunners pleced their
eight guns in battery near the Rainey house, Just before dark,
Battary B, lat NHew Jer=ey light Artillery left the artiliery park
at the Brown house, Utilizing a2 road opened by the fatigue parties,
the gunners headed for the front. The New Jersey battery emplaced
their fouwr u:;oundu Hapoleona near the Crow house, 90

vWhen Humphrays reported to Msade at 4 p, m., he anmounced
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that the right flank of the II Corps was anchored on Hatcher's Run,
at 2 point 4CC yards east of the Crow house, The corps’ left
flank, ne atated, rested on the Junction of the Boydton plank and
Dabneyla Mill roads. Scouting parties had lecated the Confederate
defense line in this sector, Two lurge redoubts had been found,
Thegse formidable earthworks were about 800 yards in front of, and
opposita the II Corps' flanks. A third strong point, which was at
a groater distance from the Unlon lines, had been ohgerved, This
work was between the two redoubts, From time to time, the butterrmta
had employed the heavy ordnance emplaced in these works against
Humphreys®' troops, Bumphreys informed hls superior that his line
was "already tolerably intrenched" and could he held by Mott's and
Hays! Idivialons. This would leave Miles' command avallable fop
any other asaigrments which Meade might be contemplating.?t
Throughout the rempinder of the wed afternpon, the rain.
drenched men of the II Corpe were kept tugy throwing up sarthworks
and corduroying roads, Altogether, 1,300 men were ordered to
report to Captain Charles W, Howell for labor on the rovads, The
work on the Dabney*s Mill rosd, which was the corps lateral line
of commnicaticns, was bindered by a shortage of toola, By derk
the fatigue parties fyrom Hugent's brigade hoad 1sid only a mile of
corduroy. #hen informed of this, Humphreys issued inatruectionsa
for Miles to mat every man he could apare on this mrejeot in the
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norning. In an effort to cheer up the water-soaked troops' lagging
spirits, Hunphrays authoriged his divisicn commanders to gend for
whiskey. Humphreys cautionsd, however, that he didn't know where
they would be able to obtain the fiery stimlant. 92

After covering thelir frontsz with a atrong line of outposts,
Humphreys' divisinn commanders permitted their men to bivouac,
Sines the corps wag camped neay the foe, the sgentries ware direcied
toe sound the alarm in case of army umigual firing on the picket line,
Before retiring, the brigade commanders were instructed to have
their troops under arms at 4:730 a, m, After beilng formed, the
soldiers were to remain at their batitle stations until daylight, 72

Om the morning of the 30th, General Macksnzie's cavalry
divisiom of the Army of the Jumes was tranaferred from Hancook's
atatlon to Humphreys' Station. lLater in the day, the cavalrywen
broke eamp for a second time and marched to Monk's Heale Fridge.
Hersa, Mackengie's troopers were aasigned the task of guarding the
trains of the Army of the Potomae, which were parked in the fielda
eaat of Rowanty Creek, e

Throughout the late afterncon ard avening, the fraguent
exchange of messages belween corps, army, and group headquarters
contimed, At & o'olook, “Werren informed Meade that Ayres’'
vanguard was :;n;\r W. Dabney's and had the White Oak road under
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obhservation, “larren now felt confident of his position, He
raported that hig troopz had fortified a line extending from
Griffin's right almost to Gravelly Run, If Humphreys could take
aver the front held by Criffin's and Crawford's divisions, Warren
told Meade, he would take his "corps and block the “Yhite Oak road". 95
Although Warren sent this dispstch at & p, m,, it did not
reach Meade untlil 7:30 p, m. "wvidently, the military telegraph
wg3 rot functioning properly. Refore relaying Warren's message to
Orant's headquarters, Meade added his comments, Meade expreased
himself as satisflied that Jarren's suggestion waa "the test thing
wa can do under existing oiraumstances -~ that is, let Humphreya
relieve Criffin, and let arren move on toc the white Qal road and
arxieaver to twrn enemy’s right”. As he understood the situation,
Heade told Orant, Ayres was between the two Dabney farms, and
liable to be iaolated, Ayres would, therefore, elther have to be
supported or withdraw., If Ayres were reinforced by the remginder
of the V Corps, Warren "ought io overcome any opposition the enemy
cen make, except from atrong lntrenchments®, Meads wrote. 96
In the meantime, Urant had received a muzber of
interesting reporta from other sesctions of the front, These
maessages geered to indieate that General Loe was stripping the
inactive seetors of his front of troops te countar the Union

threat to his right. If this were true, Grant knew that some parts



of the Confederate defenge line must be very thinly held,
Accordingly, General Ord and the commarders of the VI and IX Corps
were directed to ascertain the feasibility of carrving the
fortifications in their sectora by assauli. Both Major Cererals
Horatio O, Wright of the VI Corps and John G. Parke of the 1X
Corps reported that it was practicable to atorm the Rebel defenges,
Orders were lgsued, scheduling an attack op the Petersburg
defenses for daybreak on the 3Jlst, 97

Evidently, Grant was beginning to despeir of
acoomplishing anything decisive in the Burgess' Mill area, After
having alerted Ord, Parke, and Wright to be ready to storm the
works, Orant dashed off a letter to Sheridan, In this message,
Grantr kroashed the jdes of reinforeing Sheridon with a corps of
infantry. Orant wrote, *If your asituation in the morning 9 such
a8 to Justify the belief that you can turm the enemy's right with
the assistance of a corps of infantry, entirely detashed from thoe
balance of the army, I will sc detach the Fifth Corps, and place
the whols under your gommand for the operation.® Sheridan was
asksd to let the goraral know his thoughts on the matter. I they
were in the affiymative, Orant promissd %o draft the necessary
orders., Shepidan waas alsc advised of Orant's plan to hurl Ord's,
Parke's, and ‘“Wright's troopa agalinat the Pestersburg defenses, 98

Grant, however, now had a change of heart. He decided

by




to eall off the schaduled assault. In notifying Meade of this,
Orant stated that Parke and Wright were to "watch their fronts and
gd in if the enemy strips to attack our left", Contimulng, Crant
informed Mezda that he had "protty mich made up ... M mind on
the courge to pursue[}?-af&‘stn Grant's plan to uge the V Corps to
suppert Sheridan's thruuﬂ s and will inform you in the morning
what 1t is." 1In the meantime, Humplreys arnd Warren were to "secure
their present position amd awslt Durther erders", 97

Moads's moasage emdioprsing Warrents plan to turn the
Rebel right reached Orant's headguarters before the lisatenant
ganeral commanding sent the talegram directing that !-hmphrays and
Warren "secure thelr present positlion and await further orders®,
Consequantly, Grant sdded a postsoript. Humphreys was to relieve

Oriffints division, which in turn was to pove to the left. Warren

was to "get himself strong to-night', 100

Grant's telagram was in Heade's hands at 81335 p. m.
Meade imwedistely wired Hnmphreys his instructicons. The commander
of the TI Corps was to have Miles' division rolieve Griffin'y
troops and the unite from Crawford's division that were holding
the foprtifications covering the Boydton plank road, One of Mott's
rigades would support Miles' shift to the left, 01 Shortly
thareafter, a commnication was sent %o Warren Anforming him

that Humphreys had besn ordered to relieve Oriffin and the troops




oceupying *the return on the Boydten plank road". After Griffin's
troops were pulled out of tha lines, they were to be sent ta Ayres’

support. Warren was o hold his "corps ready o attack and awalt

further orders". 197

Kext, Meade acquainted Grant with the steps he had taken
to implement his superior's ingtruections. Ile infermed Grant that
he had not asaligned Warren a gpecifie miasaion, Meade had inferred
from Grant's telegram that the lieutenant gereral commanding weuld
do this. 103

Replying to Meads, Grant wrote, "™our orders to Warren
are right, I do not expect to advance him in the morning. I
suppoged, however, that he was now up to the White Osk road. If
he ia not I deo not want him to move yp without further orders.” 104

Ag yet, Orant had refused to take Megde into his
confidence., As demonstrated bty his latter to Sheridan, Grant was
already thinking serioualy of sending the V Corps to Sheridan,

The commarxiing general, however, maintained a digereet silence on
this subject in his commnications with Meade, 07

About 9:45 p. n,, Crant received an important mesaage
from Sheridan Iinforming him of what had transpired on the extreme
left during the aftermeoon, Sheridan reported that Plcketi's

- 4
division was deploysd along the White Oak road ~- its right at
Five Forks and its left extending towmd Patersturg. 206

Thias information zonvinced Orant that Warren would not
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have the eavelry support, whieh.ha hed been led to expact, on hias
left flank. Sheridan’s troopers would be fully oceupled with
Pickett's soldigps, Warren, therefore, would have tc be advisged
of this development and alerted to watch his left flank closely.
After edding thene comments, Grant forwarded Sheriden's commanication
to Meade. w07
A fow mimtes later, Grant pend a supplemental telegram
to Maade's headquarters. Orant obgerved that with the Confederates
on the Whita Oask road and the Federal cavaliry at J. Boisseau's, 1t
was not "improbable® that the Southerners would launch an attack
in the morning on Warren's left, Orant, therefore, had issued
mstmctions for Sheridan to be prepared to push to Warren's
assistance if he were attacked, Contiming, Grant wrote:
Warren, I suppose, will put himaself in

the best possible position to defand himmelf,

with the noties he has already recelived; bat

in adding to thias T think it wil) ba wall o

motify him agaln of the position of Sherldan’s

cavalry, what he reporta the enemy's position

on White Dak road, and the orders he haa

recaived,

If the Rebels soired the initiative, Urant thought it
would be a grod idea for Mssde to direet Humphreys to help Warren.

?

Humplreys could do this either by sending reinforcements o Warren
or by going over to the attack on his owm front. 108

Befors receiving Orant's second telegram, Meade forwarded




a copy of Sheridan's message to Warren. In addition, the generpl
obgerved that, in view of the intelligence obtained by Sheridan,
it would be necassary to alert Ayres. Meade also wanted Ayres
reinfereed "without delsy, as the enemy may attack him at duylight®,
The sommander of the Army of the rFotomac presumed that Warren
would uss Crawford's division to support Ayres, 109

Meade, when he sent Lthlis message to Warren, failed to
include Orant's sndorsement to Sheridan's ordginal letter. Grant
had commented, "Varren will net, from this dispatoh, have the
cavalry support on his laft flank that I expected, This information
had better ba sent to him, with instructions to wateh slozely on
his left flank." This omission on Meade's part was to have
impoertant. repercusaions. 110 Nor, so far as Jarren was concerned,
did Meade take notice of Grant'a supplementary order that “/arren
be informed Maguin of the position of Sheridan's cavalry, what he
reports the ensmy's position on the White Oalk road, arud the ardera
he hag reosived," 1

Only one more messpge wWas sent to Warren from Meade!'sa
headquarters on the 30th, At 10135 p. m,, Chief of Staff Webb
informed “arren that Griffin's division would be relieved aa soon
as possible, —General Fumphreys was to contaet “arren as soon as

Miles' division bad started for the Boydton plank read. nz




Replying to Orant's supplemental message, lMeade reported
that he had sent & ¢opy of Sheridan's dispateh to0 arren. Meade
gtated that Warren had been alarted "to put ‘Ayres on bhis guard, as
he might be attacked at daylight®, Crawford wes to move imwedintely
to Ayres! asalstance; Griffin was to take position within
supporting distance as soon as relieved. By daylight, Meade
reagsoned, arpen "should have his whole corps 4in hand ready for
the defensive or offansive, and cught to be secure in either
contingeney, particularly as he cen always £all back cn Humphreys".
¥eade, however, could not bLring himgself to belleve that the Rebels
world be able to asgemble a foree large encugh to do the powerful
¥ Corpa any haz:m. In closing, Heade observed that Warren had been
given "no orders to sdvanee, but simply to strengthen and secure
hig position®, The ¥V Corps would not be ordared to take the
initiative unleas Grant gave the word, 13

At 11 o'ch&. following the receipt of Meada's order to
reinforce Ayres, Warren drafted a set of instruotions to govern
his corps' movementis in the morning. At daybreak, Ayres waa to
reinforee his advance brigede (Winthrop's) with his entire division.
Crawford was to hold his commend ready to support Ayres. As soon
as it was relieved by Humphreys' corps, Griffin's diviaion waas to
nove down the#l;oyﬂ‘bun plank road and Join Ayres, 1k

In the meantime, Humphreys had been informed of the




decision to use part of his corps to ocecupy the position currently
held by Griffin's division, it 8:%0 p. m., General Webb telegraphed
Humphreys that he was te have Hiles'! division relieve Oriffin'sg
blueclads, One of Mott's Wrigades would be used to mxpport. Miles.
Humphreys would ses that this order was executed as soon as
possitle, 135

Humphireys quickly drafted and distribtuted to his diviaion
comuanders a set of instructions caleoulated %o implement this
direetive, Hays was to call up his reserve trigade (Smyth's)., All
of Hays' trocps were to he placed on the front line. The laft
flank of the division would then be sxtended to the left and part
of the breastworks held Ly lott's division cocupied, Hays! soldisrs
would .also take the responsibllity for holding the plcket line
currently held by Mott's men, Onece Hays' trvops had relieved his
right flank units, Mott was to shift his division to the laft,
¥iles' division would be relieved., Two of Hott's Wrigadea were to
oecupy the trenoches from Haye' loft to the Boydion plank road,
¥iles' troeops, in their turn, wonld relleve Criffin's division and
hold "the return on the Boydton plank road?, One of Mott's brigades
wrs to support Milest left flarnk. The three division commanders
were_alert.ed ta be repdy to carry out their scheduled rovements at

daybreal, né




Next, Humphreys addressed a message to Warren stating
that he had Yeen dirseted to relieve Griffin with Miles' division.,

The eommander of the II Corps wanted Warren to gilve him a
degeription of the positlion ccocupied by Criffin’s troops. Since
“arren had retired, the general's adjutant sent Humphrsys a sketch
and a description of the works held by Griffin's command, 137

5z
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THF. BATTLIF. OF FIVE FORKS

Part IV
The Battle of Dinwiddie Court House

The courier bearing Orant's letter inquiring into the
possibility of placing the V Corps umier “heridan's ocontrol reached
the gavalryman'’s headgquartsrs early on the morning of the 3lst.,
Replying te Urant's communication, Sheridan confidently stated that
1f the rain stoppad amxl the ground dried, he believed he could
either turn the Confedarate right or score a breskthrough. He could
do this if he ware reinforced by an infentry corps. Sherddan,
however, wanted the VI Corpe. He observed that he "™would not like
the Fu‘th Corps to meke such an attempt.?

Hext, Sheridan jotted off a few lines concerndlng the
gituation in the Dinwliddie Court House ares, His scouts had Just
returned from the front with important news, They had teld Sheriden
that the Rebels were hugy throwing up treastworks at Pive Forka. |
From the sound of the chepping, the scouts believed that the
fortificetions extended at ldast a mile west of the vital eross
.roads. in sdditlon, the noise mads Yy the trains on the Southside
Rallroad wes distinctly sudible to the Federals, All the trains
seemed to be westbound. This was welcomed news. It seems that the




Unicon brass wns afrald lest the Confederatess detach troops from
Johnston's arty in North Carcling amd rush them to Virginia, &

A mamber of hours elapped before Sheridan's message
rorched Crant's command post, ‘/hen Grant drafted his reply, he
informed the cavalry leader that it would be impoassible to give
him the VT Corps. At the moment, the VI Corps was in the center
of the Union line between the Appomattox and Hatcher's Run.
"Bagides", Oranl contimed, "Wright thinks he can go through the
lire where he is, and it iz advisatble to have troops and a commander
there whc fesl so, to eo-operate with you when you get arcund.?
Grant was willing, however, to give Sheridan the IT Corpe lnstead
of the ¥, If this were agreeable with Sheridan, oxyders would have
to be Lsoued in the very near future to insure that Humphroys'
troops would be in poasition and resdy for action by the morning of
April 1. Refors Sheridan could answer this dispatch, the situation
had changed drastically. 2

At 9 g, m. on the 3lst, Ceneral Merritt reinforeed his
pleket line, At the game time, Merritt dirscted Devin to send out
saveral strong combat patrols. These groups were to underiaks
forced recomalasances of the Confedsrate positions covering the
White Oak road. In acoordance with Merritt's instructions, Devin
gent Colonel Stagg's Michigan Yrigade up the Crump read; Colonel
Fituhugh's brigade wag dismounted and advenced up the Dinwiddie




road. Devin's third Wrigade, Gibbs', was massed at J, Hoisgeou's,
Cibba' unit could be used to support Stagg's and Fitghagh's
iroopers in case they wers unable to handle the Confederates that
they encountared. 3

Davies' brigade of Crookt's division whioch bhad boen ordered
to the fyont on the previous aftermoon was also posted at J.
Hoisseau's, Patrols from Davies' brigade were given the task of
watching the countryside weat of Chamberlain’s Bed., Crook's two
other trigades (Prigadisr Generals J. Irvin Gregz's srd Charles H.
Smith's) wero hased on Dinwiddie Court louse. Detachments from
these two commands picketed the Boydton plank and Flat Foot roads,
The crossings of Stony Creek were zlsc kept under close surveillanecs
by Creok's troopers. Sheridan's third division, Custer's, guarded
the wagon train which wasz bogged down somewhersa west of Malone's
Sridge.

Fitetmgh's and Stogg's troopers had ot advanced very
far up the Dimdddie and Crump roads before they eatablished
contaet with the Confederate cutposts, Dlsetovering that the Rebels
held the ‘dln;g Ouk in forge, Stagg's Michipgenders fsll back, After

R

ormation to Dewin, Stagg established a roadblock

rolayine
on the O:-um’aﬁi?':mad. The ground whore Stagg formed his Yarigade wae
a short digtance north of Cravelly Run. 5

As soon as his men had croassed a traneh of Charberlain's




Bed abtout one mile southeast »f Flve Farks, Fitmimigh halted his
rigade. He procawded to deploy his dismounted troopera on sither
side of the road. Onee hiz men had taken up 'a strong defensive
positicn, Fitzhmgh advanced two 0f hia regimehta -- the 6th Wew
York and the lot U. 3, (The 1st U, 3., &n organic part of Gibba!
commurki, had been temporarily asssigned to Fitzhugh's Yrigede.)
These two units were able to penstrate to within a short distance
of Tive Forks beforas being checked. During their advence, the
bluecoats captured several prisoners. COn being questioned, the
captives told the Yankees that Five Forks was "ceeupled by Pickett's
dlvision of infantyy and at least a division of egvalry", This
disturbing news was immediately fopwarded to hesdquarters., In
raaporlasa to Sherldan's instruetions, Devin direoted Fitglmgh te
hold his ground and open Wmtions with Davies' rigade which
was operating on his loft, A glance at his naps showed Devin that
Fitzhugh comipisd "tha apex of a triangle, the left of which was
held ty Daviaes' Wrigade and the right by Stagg's”, 6

In the meantime, one of Davies' patrols had obtained some
thteresting information regarding the Confederats movemanta. A
coupany of the lst New Jersey Cavalry led Ly Captain Sermel Craig
croased Chambsrlain'g Bed, Pasoing through the Confederate
vedeties, Cralg's troopers swooped down upon and ceptured a Rebel




outpost manned by infantry. The fvot soldiers told the Yankoes
that Johnson's infantry amd Rooney lee's cavalry divisions were
moving down the opposite side of Chamberlain's Ded toward
Dimriddie Court Houge, If this information wers tyue, and the
Southerners ware allowed to contimwe their marceh unimpeded, they
would be able to turn Sheridan's left flank, ¢

Undoubtediy, this report cauged cheridan s few unplesgant
momenta, because it indicated that the Confederates had poured
additionul troops into the area. Since Chepidan had anticipated
the arrival of Rooney Ise'sa troopera, the informatlon that they
were operating wast of Chanberlain's Ded probably did not bother
him very mueh, Sharidan, however, was troubled by the news that
Joehneon's troops had reinforved Plokett., Tha cavalryman had not
calculated on this turn of events, Sheridan did not kmow, of
course, that only two of Johngon's Wrigades were serving with
Pickett., MNow, to mako matters worse, the [op-had spparently
selzed the Ainltiative., Instead of attacking, the aggressive
Sharidan would have to use all hiz skill to cheak the Confederate
effort to ocutflank his corps.

To sounter this Rebel threat, Sheridan determined to
commit Oroolcie division, The extensive reconmaissanoes carried
out by the Federals had revealsd that there vmre two roads that




croaged Chamberlain'’s RBed and gave raady accesms to their lsfit
flank. A short distance above the upper arossing, Chamberlain'’a
Fed tranched, The west fork, known as Bear Swamp, was crossed Yy
the Sectt road which eonmected Five Forks and ILittle ™ve Forks,
Since it was presumad that the Confaderates were advensing along
the “ecott resd, the Federals, if thay were to hold Dirwiddie Court
Houge, would have to cover the two lower orossings (Danse's and
Fitggerald's;, Davies' brigade which was alresdy at the front
was rushed westward from J. Boissesu's, Reaching lewis' farm,
Davies formed his brigade in the field emst of Danse's ford. The
a4 Dattalion, lst New Jersey Cavalry led by Major Walter H.
Robbing wms sent aoross Cheamboriasin's Bed, Robbing' troops wore
to se; if they could locate the Rebel columm reportedly advancing
along the Scott road. Davies mamned a line of outposts covering
the approaches to the ford with Major Jammes H, Hart's battalion of
the lst New Jersey. o

General Smdth's YWwrigade was rushed from Dinwiddie Court
House to the point where the Ford Station road crossed Chamberlaln's
Bed at Fitxgerald's, This was sbout one mile south of Danse's ford
which was guarded by Davies' troopars,  Aftexr he had deployed his
conmand, Smith sent the 2d New York Mounted Rifles across the
stream, Yo insure that Smith would have a timely warning of the




approach of the Confedsrates, the New Yorkers estabiished s picket
line several mndred yards west of the ford., g

Gregg'a, onn of Crook's three btrigades, was heold in
regerve, Talking their statlon at the junction of the Adams and
Prooks roads, Oregg's troovers were ready to move to the asaistance
of Davies and Smith in case they were nesded, 0

After having moade these dispositions, Sheridan falt
confident that he would be able to cope with the situation,
Sheridants main line of resistance now faced west insteed of north.
Fitghugh'a btrigade held the right on the Dinwiddie rogd, Smith's
the left st Fitsgersld's ford, and Davies' the center at Danse's, Stagg's
rigads, on the Crump road, guarded Fitehugh's rear; while Oragg's
and Oibbs' umits constituted 2 atrategic reserve, So certain of
his position was the cavalry leader that he declded mot to order
up Cugter's division gt thia time, =

The news that Reoney lae's and Roassr's divisiona had
reached Pive Forks during the night determined Pickett to press on
towsrd Dimiddie Court House, DPlolestt quickly matured a well
thought out plan of operations, Between daytresk and 10 a. m.,
Pickott was able to complete his dispositions,

A ghort distance southeast of Five Forks, Manford'’s
cavalry div.ta;n took up its battle station astride the Dlrwriddle
road, Strong detachments fyowm Munford's diviasion were posted on



the Crump and Gravelly Bun Chareh reads. Manford's mission waas to
Lold the “White Cak road and pin the Federal cavalry in position
while the remainder of Plckett's task foree turned Sheridan's left,
Spearheadad Yy Rooney Ise's and Rogser's eavalry,
Picketi's infantry marched soutiward from Five Forks, The Scott
road ssyved as the Confederate line of advance, The Southerners
cropsed Pesr Swamp neir the E, P. Seott farm. Chamberliain's Bed
protected the expoged left flank of the greyelad column as it
mughed ashead, Tn spite of the weather and mnger, the cavalyy was
in exsollent gpirits, Fite Iee was in charge of Rooney Lee's and
Rosserts divisions, The infantry, too, wers alert and full of
fight, At Ist%le Five Forks, the Rebels turned into the Ford
Statj.-;m road, Plokett plannsd to regross Chamberlaints Red gt
Fitzgerald's and Dange's fordz and assall Sherdidan's left flanlke,
Ag soon as Manford heard the sound of Picketi's guns, he was to
launch a frontal attack on the bluecocats, 2
Afver orossing Chambsrlain's Bed, Roblins! patrel found
that the rosd leading to Dange's ford was unprotected, Before
proceeding, Rokkdna detached three of his companies (X, L. and M)
ard had them agtablish a readblock. Accompanded by Compury H,
Robbins rode down the right bank of the stresm as far as
Fitagerald's ford, Here, Robhins eonferred triefly with Generanl




Smith, The gereral told the major that hiz seouta had not yet
gseen any Confederates, FRobhins then retraced his steps, pisked up
his troopers holding the roadblock, and recroased the stresm, The
troopers werse dismounted and thelr horses sent to the rear. Next,
Robbina put his men to work btuilding treastwerks of fence rails,
Hardly had Robbins' troopers completed the barricads bafore they
heard the eraakling of gunfire from the direetion of Fitzgerald's
ford., At this, the ecavalrymon took cover, They then anxiously
walted for the buttermts to appear,

The reat of Davies’' brigade, with the exception of Hart's
battalion, was posted in g fleld sagt of Dange's ford, After
Rothing' troopors had slowed the Confederate sdvance, Davies
plammed to ¢ounterattack and turl the foe back into Chamberlain's
Bed, 2

Tt was almeat 2 pe me before Pickett waz able to complote
his dispooitiona. Fite Lee, with Rooney lee's and Roaser's
cavalry divisions, wes to corems Charberlain®s Ped at Fitzgerald®'as
ford; the infantry was to force its way zaroes at Dange's. The
Confsdarate attaok, however, was poorly coordinated, lee's
{roopers were able to get into position first. Instead of wmiting
for the infantry, Fitz Lee atiacked lmmedistely,

I.ee_'; vanguard (Fosser's division) established contact
with the plcket line held by the 2d New York Mountad Iifles as it




felt itz wey toward Fitzgerszld's ford. Fightlng a skiliful
delaying action, the Hew Torkers retired across fhe gtream,
General mith loarned that his cutposts were engaped, so he
prepered to defend the ford. “When the cavairymen of the 2d Hew
York recrossed the water course, they were dismounted, Tha 6th
Dhic, likewise dismounted, moved into posgition alongside the New
Yorkers., Taking cover, the Unionists opened fire on the
Coni‘ede:_'nte ervolrymen when they appsared on the opposite bank,
Unable to breast the fire of the repesting carbines, the greyclads
recolled,

To exploit this temporary suceess, General Smith sent a
battalion of the lat Maine across the oreek. The Mainemen reached
the ight bank without diffieulty. Dut &s 3oon as the battalion
had deployed and started to advance, it ran into trouble,
Encountering a powerful Confederate hatile line composed of both
mounted and dismounted troopers, the bluscoats were hurled back in
confusion. The panic-stricken men elther sought refuge awong the
Pled horses" or plangad inte the neck-deep sirean,

Roonay lee'g and Rogger's t.r:'oopers preaged forward hard
cn the heels of tha flseing Yankees., To capitalige on the
confuaion Weﬂ bty the rout of the Maine battalion, the
Rabélsdidmtpmsotoremupwhanﬂmymohadthebank.
Inategd, they surged across the oraek with such reckless abardon




that aseveral of the men werwe drowned, Oaining the eaast bank, the
Corfederates sent the 2d MNew York Rifles amxi the 6th Chio reeling
baek, Within a matter of moments, the greycelada had carired out a
shollow btridgehsad, To save hiz position, Ceneral Smith ealled up
his reserve —- the 13th Dhic and the two remalining battalions of
the lat “aina, These two units wers hurriedly dismounted and
deployed. The Dhiocans took position in the weods on the right of
the road; the Mainemen were gtatlioned in the open fleld on the laft
of the :;nad. Realicing that time was of the essence, Smith
countarattacked a2 soon as the two regiments were formed, Az the
fresh battle line sdvanced, the officers of the 2d New York amd
the Sth Ohio railied thedr men, Once thess two units had been
re-formed, they Joined in the charge, Smith's bluaccated btrigade
mwept forward and striek the Confederates before they could geat
organiged, Thiz time, the Rebels broke anmd fled. Befors they
ware able to pregain the wesot bank, the Southerners had saffered =
taonsiderable loga®, Among the Confederate eamualiies was General
Roasey, who hed been wounded slightly. 4

Sherddan, as was it b expected, was elated by Smith's
roscunding succoess, At 2130 he dashed off a message to Grant,
The Llentenant germral commending was informed, "W. H. F. lse
attacked Smith's btrigade, of Crook's division, on Chamberlain's




Creek, and got clesned out, T will now atizck him and push the
Pirst Cavalry Divioion /Devin's/ against their infantry line.”
Sheridan also reported that Major Ceneral Hobert 7. Hoks's division
and three of Picketi's trigades wero at Tlve Torks on the night of
the 30th, (The cavalry commander wus badly whstaken when he
reported that loke's division was at Five Torks. iHoke's division
was in North Carolina.) Osnarsl Tevin's division, Sheridan stated,
was in contact with the lins of outposts covering the Sebel
infantry's Pive Forks encampments. (Sheridan was wrong again., At
this very mimate, Plcketi's infantry was prepmring to foree its
way across Chamberlsints Fed at Danse's ford, It wag Manfordla
digmounted troopers that Devin's patrols had spotted rear Flve
Forks, 13

Polloving this smashing sucecese, Ceneral Smith used his
entire brigade o cover Fitzperald's ford. The ircopers were
dismounted and breastworks, tuilt of fence rails and sy cther
materisls tha® were at hamd, erected. There wes no further
excltenent at this podnt until 3:30 ovelock, A4t that Lime, the
groyolads emplaged s four-gun battery on the opposite side of the
strean. Once they had unlimbered thelr pleces, the Redel
cannoneera begen to hammer sway at the Federals with shot and

shall, Shortly thereafter, Smith learned that icketi's infantry,




which hsd foreed its way across Chamberlain's Bed at Dange's ford,
wee approaching, Without a moment's hesitation, Snith made a fow
changes in hias dispogitions and preparcd to desl with this threst
to his right flank, 3

“hen Censral Crock learnad that the Confedeorates had
stormed soreas Chamberlain's Bed at Fitzgersld's ford, he prepered
to rush reinfopcatients to Smith's assistance., Since no febels had
appeared at Danse's ford, Crook ordered Censrsl Davies to support
Smth, Davies would Zsave Robbing' battalion to hold the ford,
Since the rood wag impassable for mounted troops, Davies'
cavalrymen left their horses bahirnd when theay sarched. A8 soon aa
his commsnd hed started for Fitsgerald's ford, Davies rode ahead,
The general uanted to find out how thinge were going with Smith's
commarnd. By the time Davies reached Fitsgerald's ford, Smith's
troopers had crushed the Confederate tpridgehead. Davies, seeing
that his command's services were not needed, wuheeled his horge
atout. Whon the general emcountered ths head of his mud.-spattored
column, ha ordared the troops to countermerch, An ajr of argency
was added to the situation when heavy firing suddenly btroke out in
the direstion of Danse's ford., This nolse could mesn only ona
thing -- the {onfederates had attacked BHobbins' battalion, The
troops, &t a word from the gemeral, moved off on the doubla, 17




Shortly after the trigsde had started for Fitagerald's
ferd, HRobbing! scouts reported that a strong force of Rebel
infantry was approaching, bMoments later, the Confederate vanguard
(Corse's Wrigade) attacked and drove in Hobbins' plekets. General
Corae then formed his migade sand moved to carry the crosging.
dnlla the Southerners had the advantage of mumbers, this was
partially mllified by the strong defensive position held hy the
tluseonts. THesides #{ming rrotooted by reastworks, the Yankees
. were. deployed on lower groumd. Corse's tutfermuts had o pass
across the akyline to get at the Federals, Consecuently, Robbdns'
troopers were able to throw back the indtial Rebel onalaught.
Undasunted, Corge prepared to turn the Yankess' flanke. ¥While &
gtrong detachment of Corge's Virgimians feigned another frontal
attack, strong conbat patrols infiltrated the woods to the right
and left of the road. One of these groups sucoesded in fording
the stream abtove ths erossing. Pressing forward, the patsol
encounterad the 1ine of ocutposts manned Yy Hart's How Jersay
battalion, Hart's troopers wers easily trushod aside by the
rugged Robsl infantey. Sioaltonecualy, Corse's soldiars renswed
their attack on Hotddns' battalion, Hobbins' trcopers ginly held
their ground until the greyolads had closed to within 15 yards.
With his flank turned and his wen unable to check this powerful




frontal asseult, Major Folbdns abandoned all hopes of holding the
ford, He shouted for his men to fall baelk, As the cavalrymen
started to pull back, all thought of discipline vanished, It was
avary man for himgelf aa the battalion eame pouring bagik out of
the bottom, 18

Davies' brigade came up just as the Confedorate infantey
started to flood acregs the ford, The troopers, not used to
marehing, were badly laded. In an affeort to contain the YWidgehead,
Lavige threw his comuamd into the fray. The 10th New York was
formad into line of battle gpetride the road, Major Hobbing now
mecoeeded in rallying z portion of g command, The m—folmed
batta}inn took position on the Hew Yorkera® left, Corse's
Virgintans attacked the roadblpock ijmmediately. After duhvm
two or three volleys, the New York regiment fled. Major Robbinst
battered baltallon was 1ef% o cover the New Yorkers' "shameful
retreat”, Preawing on, the Confederates oame close to capturing
the brigadds "lod horsss®. At the lagt mimts, the horgoholders
succeeded in saving the mounts, 37 _

Daviesn' trigade had foiled ¢o oheck the Confederate
advanes. As soon as Corse's troops had eatablished a Taidgehead,
Pickett sent-his other four infantry twigades wading across
Chamberlain'’s Bed. To save hiz bnrigade from belng ocut to plieces,




Davies gave orders %o fall back to the Adams yoad., The general
hoped to reorganige hiz batlered commaryd st that point. Colonel
Hugh H, Janewgy was directed to cover the retreat with the lst and
2d Battallons of his lst New Jersey Cavalry. Janeway hurriedly
deployed his two batialions agross the Dange's ford road, Daviea?’
troopers, ofter passing thoough Janeany's command, headed for the
Treviougly designated rendesvous. One of Colonel Stagg's Michigan
regiments, which had been rushed to Janewsy's support by Genersl
Devin, mow pat in an appearance. The Hichigarders moved lnto
position slongside the New Jersey unit. 20

There wap very litile zcetivity along Devin's pa.dkat line
wneil 2 p, m, ’iha Confederates precipitated what little scticn
there was along the Dinviddie road, To cover the march of Pickett's
flanking column, Munford sent out geveral patrolz, These groupa
carried out their agsigrment so succesafully that the Foderals kept
their attention fooused on the White Oak romd. Devin's soouts
failed to piok up any intelligence of Fickett'a march down the
wast side of Chamberlain’s Bed, Yhen Devin learned that Five Forks
was held by Piokeit's diviaion reinforced hy at leamst a division
of eavalry, he ordered Ftghughls troopers to fall baek. Reorossing
Chamberlain's Bed, Fitezhugh's btrigade retired about ons-half mile,
The trigade took up a new position covering the junetion of the




Dirwiddie and Grsvelly Pun Clauech rosds. 22
fbout 2:3C p. m, Devin's troopers were suddenly alerted

when the sound of hegvy firing came relling in from the southwest,
Shertly thereafter, Devin received an urgent request from Colonel
Janowny for help. Devin ordered Colonel Stagg to send one of his
Michigan regiments to Janewny's assistance. (Stagg's brigade,
except for the detachment mommng the roadblock on the Cruwp road,
had returned to J. Bolsseau's farm.) In an effort to discover
what was happening at Denee’s ford, Devin accompamted the
Michiganders ap thay rode toward the sound of battle., Devin,
arriving in the nedghborhood of the crosaing, found Davies!
tronpers "retiring precipitately”. The general immediately waved
the Mﬂicm.gan regimant, 1nto poadtion alongside Janewny's troopers,
Hext, he sought to rally Davies' fyightened men, Finding that
thiz was ixpossible, Davin called for bis adfutant, Major Amasa
E. Dana. Devin told the staff offieer ts haasten to Colonel
Fitahugh's eommand post. Dana was to ordear Fitehugh to move his
trigade lr the left flank snd take position on the road lesding to
Danse'é ford, One regiment would be left behind to hold the
Dimilddie road, 22

F As spon aa Dana contacted Fitzhugh, the Mrigade commender

hastened to ecarry cut Devin's ingtyuctions. The &th New York was
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detached to held the roadblook, and the buglers wars ordered to
sound “Poots and Seddles®. Fitzhugh's column moved ofy” At & fast
trot, [aaving the Dimrddie road, Fitzhugh's brigade tupn 3 %0
the road lesding to Danse's ford. Some confusion ensed when
atragglers from Davies' Lrigade broke through Fitgiagh's ranks,
Mrally, Pitehugh's troopers caught up with Juneway's hard-pressed
command, In accordance with Devin's orders, Fitshugh dlsmounted
and deployed his hﬂ.gade. The troopers tool pogition con either
side of the road nesr the '‘Flliams house, Javewsy's hard-prressed
year pusrd then passed through Fitzhugh's ranks. CGolonel Janeway
then disbanded his group. The Michigan yegimsnt reported back to
Colonel Stagg: Janewey's troopers rejolned Davies' brigadae, which
was bés.ng reorganited neny J. Boisgesu's farm,

Pregaing forward hard on the heels of Jameway's rear
gaard, Corse's tuttermuts struck the fresh Undon battls line. A
bittar sontest onsued, Fitalugh's blueecats were able to hold
their own. Cormse's havetofore irrestibls weop bhed been chegked, 23

The Yankeea' jubllation, however, was short-lived.
Vinnford row uu_mttod his divigion., Advancing dowm the Dimiiddis
road, Manford's soouts established contact with the 6th New York,
Before attacking, the general directed Colorel Willlam A, Morgen
to digmount several of his regiments, When the officers had formed



theiyr men into line of battle, Munford sent Morgan's trigade
forward. The Confederate agssult wave rolled over the New York
roagiment, Part of one of Colonel Stagg's Michigan regiments was
mashed to the Hew Yorkers' nasistance, Detween them, the two
Unmion units were sble to momentarily check HMunfordta drive,
Suickly regrouping, the Confederates again drove ahead. The Union
Iine eollapsed, 24

in an effort to get hls stalled attack rolling, Pickett
somaltted Torry's rigade, Thisz increment to their strength
enabled the Rebels to extend their right flank, 7To make matters
worsse for the Yankees, Devin learmed that the 6th New York was in
full retreat. Mext, 2 powerful line of Southern infantry emepged
from the woods to the general's front. Dovin realised that, if he
loft Fitehugh's brigods where it was, it would be anmihilated, He,
thareforn, ismued instruotions for Fitzlmgh to retire. At tho sgme
tine, Devin cslled up Stage's brigede. >

Covered Yy a atrong rear guard, Fitshugh's teigade
retired a short distance, Stagg's Hichiganders were filed into
position on Fitatugh's left, Pushing rapidly ahead, Manford's
buttermmta quickly established contact with Fltahagh's right flank
units on the Dimnddie road. The Federals were able to beat off

Munfor<d's imitlal thrust. A secowrxl attack by the greycluds,




however, was sueeessiul, and Fitzmgh's troopesrs fell back,
Devin's deflense line had been rendered unternable. To cope with
this new threat, Flizlugh redeployed him entire brigade athwart
the Dinwiddie road. Stagg's Michiganders were left to deal with
Pickett's infantry, 26

Fitghupgh's amdd Stagg's brigades were unable to gheok the
Confederate advance, Munford's troopers foreed Fitzhgh's
blusgoats back, At the same tima, Picketi's infantry hemmered
away at Stagg's }Michigandera, The two Union Mrigades fell back on
J. Boisseau'’s farm, where Gensral Davies was re-forming hia mmaim.
General Merritt scught to defend thia atrategic point, Devin's two
brigades were deployed on the right; Davies placed his troopers on
the left. DPatrols were gent down the Adams road., These groups
ware expeatad o open eommnicatlona with the Federal troopers
covering the Dmriddie Couwrt House, a7

After driving back Stagg'e brigade, Plokett moved to get
pessession of the Adaus rosd, A combat team was sent through the
woedns. Reaching the vital road, the Confederates set up &
roaddblock. By this asdroit rove, Plckett had mioceeded in isolating
the Unlon forces at Dimviddie Court House from their comrades at J,
Bolazean'a.

The patrols sent out by Merritt were unable to get
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through Pickett's roedblock. To extriests his men from this
posgibly dangarous situation, Herritt ordared Devin to take his
twe brigades (Fitglmgh's and Stagg's) and move ascrosis to the
Poydton plunk road, In case tho foe contimued his push toward
Dirselddie Court Houpe, Devin wes to strike him in the flank and
rear. Once he had mustéred his command, Devin procesded to carry
out the first part of Merritt's instructions., Since Munford's
Rebel d}.viaion was hovering in the area, Devin screoned hias mareh
with a strong rear guard. Though the Confederates adopted a
threatening attituds, they did not attack, When his copmand
reached the A, Dobney farm, Devin formed it into line of battle
covering the plank road. The "led horsaa" were row brought up,
Devin prepared to advanoe along the Brooks road and egtablish
gontact with Gibbs! Lrigsde, At this time, 0ibbs' brigade was
covering the junotion of the Adams and Brooks rosds, 20

Davies' bigade arosgsed to the Boydton plank road
shortly aftear Devin's tioopers. Confederate patrola from Munford's
division, both mournted and dismounted, harassed Davies' cclumn,
When Davies reached ths plank road, he, as ranking officer,
sssumad commard of Devin'a trocopa, One of Stagg's regiments, the
6th Michigan, wus zent to check the Confedmrate pursuit, Tha
Michiganders easily drove bick the greyolad patrols which had been




worrylng Davies® men. Next, Davies lasued ordera susparding
Devin's projected movemant down the Brooks ropd, Insatesd, Dewin
was told to march %o Dimyiddie Court House by way of the plank
road, It was starting to get dark whan Fitghugh's and Stagg's
brigades reached Diryiddie Courd House, In gocordance with
Merpitt's instructions, Devin moved his two brigades to Crump'e
farm, where they camped., Davies' umit also marched to Dimdiddie
Court House. Heve, the trigade was rejoinsd by the men with the
"led horses”, The troopers had mot seen their horses since they
had besn sent to the rear early in the aftermcon., laviea'
brigade camped for the night on Oreat Cattall Run near the Kidd
29

farm,

When the foo had first appeared at Fitsgerald's ford,
Cregg's Ponngylvanlia brdgade hud been rushed to that point. Oregg
posted his men in support of Smith's command, -Smith's trocopera,
however, were able to handle the situation without calling upon
Gregg for help. About 2 otclook the sound of heavy firing bogan
to drift in from the morth, Shortly thereaftsr, Gregg learnesd
that the Confaderate infantry hed stormed porogs Chasmberlain's Bad
at Dange's ford. Reports reached Oregr’s command stating that
Davies' btrigade had been unable to chesk the greyclads' onslsught.
Inmmnof retedving orders to march to his comrades’




roli8f, Oregy alerted his regimental commanders to hold thedir men

ready to move on a moment's rotice. 3

Dogpite the bad news frem the front, Sherddan refused o
throw in his reserves until Plokett had defirdtely committed
himaself, The cavalry leader was stlll uncertaln of the
Confederstes’ intentions. Dinwiddie Court House sdght be their
objeactive, or they might whoel to the left and drive up the
Boydton plank rosagd in an effort to rell up the V Corps, Sharidan
bided his time until Plckett's vanpuard drove across tho Adamg
roed, This sucoess enahlad tha Scuthernars to isolate thres of
Sheridan's trigades —- Davies', Pitghugh's, ard Stagg's, Sheridan,
hoping to convert this Confederate sucoess into & dizaster,
ordered Merritt to march thess three units across to the Boydton
plank road. If the preyolads pursued, Sheridan planned to atrike
them in the flank and rear. Next, Shegidan moved to organize hia
attacking foree. Gregg's brigede wes ordered to move across
sountry and "attack the enany in the flank and rear”. Dewin's
third brigads, (ibba', wns to take position at ths junction of the
Adams ard Brooks roads, Cibbs' troopers were to delay Plokettle
infantrymen in ouse they should strike for Dirnwlddie Court House,
A staff officer wna sent to contact General Onstar. The alde wae
to direet Custer to hasten to Dimdddie Court House with two of
his brigades, Custer’s other Wrigade wuld be laft to puard the
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train, 3+

Following the receipt of Sheridan's orders, Gregg's
eager treopars, pulded by a ataff officer, rode off in the
direoticn of the firing, After marehing about a mile, Uregg
halted his commarxi, The %th, 8th, and 1€th Permsylvania were
dimmounted snd deployed into line of battles, There were no
grayclads in oight, The Pernsylvaniang, covered by a strong force
of siclrmishers, worked their way eautiously forward, guided by the
sourd of the heavy firing, “ithin a few mirmmtes, the bluwolads
sighted Picketi's oneoming batile line, A flerve engagement
ensued, 3¢

A short time before Fitglmgh's and Stagg's taoopers hed
been driven back on J. PBoisgesu's, Gibbs' terdigade had taken
poeition at the junction of the Adnma and Brooks roads. The four
guns manned by the camoneers of Batteries C arnd E, &th U, S,
Light Artillery were empleced on the hill rorth of Dirwiddie
Court House. When Oregg's Pennsylvanians moved forward, they
sstabliohed contaot with Gibba' left flank companise., (bba
plannmed to got im touch with the remainder of Devin's dlvision
aftar 4t had retired to the Boydton plank rosd, but he was not
able ta do eo, 33

As goon as wost of his infantry had reached the Junotion
of the Mrwiddis and Crump roade, Plokett formed hie Mwigades into




1ine of battle. Covered by a strong force of gxirmd shors, the
Rebel infantry adveneed on Dirviddie Court House., Plckett's
battle line gudded its nmovements on the Adams road. Muanford's
troopers covered the infantry's left flank. Within a few mimites,
Plekett's soldiers were in coptaet with Gregg's and Gibbs' hard-
fighting troopers. On the Union left, Gregg's Pernsylvanians did
not walt Tor the Confederstes to charga. Pressing ahegd, the
tluneccats hurled Plokett's skirmishera back, In this thruat, a
mmamber of prisoners were czptured by the Unlonistas, amd sent to
the rear., The Yankees were able to hold thedr own for almost two
hours. Finally, however, Plckett's soldiers suceeeded in
dislodging CGibbs' brigsde, The retreat of Gibbs' command rendered
Gregg‘s position untenabls. Covered by a strong year gusrd, the
Federals fell back. *

The combative Custer was overjoyed when a stalf off'iver
galloped up and told him to aarch to Dirmiddie Gourt House with
two of his brigudes, In accordance with Sherldan's instructions,
Colonel W4lliam Wells' Trigade was detached and lef't to guard the
wagonsa, Aocompanied by Colonele Alexarder C. M. Penndngton's and
Henry Capehart's brigades, Custer rode forward "at the trot’,

. Upon reaching Dmdddie Court House, the head of the solumn halted
while Cugter reported to Sheridan, The cavalry leader dirscted
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Cugter to plane his “command in position 0 support mxi relisver
Crook's division, which was being forced back Iy the Confederates,
Reloining his commarxi, Custer directed Permington to reinforce
Smith’s brigade at Fitzgerald's ford, Capehart's troopers were ito
take position on the laft of the Adams rogd, Just as Pennington
wap marshaling his eomuend preparatory to carrying out Custer's
instructions, one of Sheridan's ataff officera galloped up. The
alde told Penmington to deploy his brigsde on Capehart's right.

By %:30 p. m, Custer's commend had tsken position about
one-half mils morth of Dinwiddis Court Bouss, Permnington's
brigade was posted a short distance in front of and to the right
of Capshartts. One artillery unit (Battery A, 2d U. S, IAght
Artiliery) reported to Custer. The cavalry leadsr had the
artillarigts uniimber their four 3-inch riflas in the fiseld on the
ieft of the Adams rosd, His dispositions ocompleted, Custer
confidently walted foy the Confederates to attagk, o

Sedth's troopers were anbls to hold Fite lea's comsand at
bay until 5:30 o'clock, Immediately after the Confederate horse
artillery started to shell his cormantd, Smith's soouta reported
that Piakett's infantry was closing in on the brigade, {The
rotreat of Cregp's and Oibbe' svmmands had uncovered Smith's rear,)
If Smith's bluscoats remained whers they wers, thay would be
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crushed between Plekett's sdvaneing infantry and Fitg Ise's
cavalry. Congequently, Smith ordered his men to fall back.
Lefore they reached Dimsiddie Court House, Smith's trvopers
sighted Custer's battle line, Halting his command, Smith
re-formed hig tarigada on the loft of Capehart's unit. 36

As soon as Spith's hrigade pulled back from Fitzgeraeld’s
ford, Hoomnay lea's and Rosser's ecavalry divisions forded
Chegpberlain’s Fed., Once the troopers had gained the left bank,
itz Lee massed them on the right of Pickett's battls line, Tha
Confedarats infantry, after foroing Gregg's and Gibbs'! units to
Ave way, had resumed its push toward Dimwiddie Court House,
Before they had advaneced very far, the Southermers ancountered a
frash Unlon formation -- Custer's division, It was getting late
and darkness was not Par off, Yow that Fitz lee was up, Pickett
detarmined to make one final effort to mhash Sheriden's oorps.
The infantry would attack down the Adams rosd, while Fitz lee
turned the Union left, Munford'a cavalry would cover the
countryeids betwesn the Adams ard Boydton plank roads, o7

Uregg's and Gibbs' battered commands had passed through
Custer's lines a few wimates before the Confederates emerged from
the woods, nggg's twigade was posted on the right of Pemnington's
hrigade; 0Abbe' was sent to the rear snd rejoined Devin's division




at Crump's farm. whesn the Confaderates attacked, Picketti's
infantry first agsalled Penmington's trocpers, {(This Union
command had taken position in advenes of Quster's anin line of
registance.) Pemdngton's brigade gave way. Falling back,
Pernnington re-formed his command on the cregt of a ridge on the
right of the Adams road. This retreat emabled Penndngton to
re.gatphlish contaet with Capehart on his left, The greyvelads
failled to follow up thelr siceegs. Pemnington's troopers ware
given time in which to throw up fence rail barricades., “hen they
did attacic, the Confederateas were thrown back by the troopers
holding Custeris reorganized dafenze line, A second attempt Yy
Pickett's infantry to mntorm the Union position was mlso repulsed.,
Cuctar's troops then countersttacked srd forced the Confederate
sidrmt shere to recoil on their line of battle, s

In the meantime, Fitz lae's cavalry had assailed the
Union left. OSmith's bluecoats, despite heavy lossea, held their
nground undar the hotteat fire of which the snexy was cepable”,
losing heavily 21l the while, til nearly dark®. Seith now laernsd
that hiz men had shot up all their ammunition. Censequently, he
peymitted them to fa;.l baok, Re-forming on the Adems road, Smith's
troopers Pintimidated the pdvance of the enemy by presenting a
good front, whthout a cartridge, " 3




It was now getting wvery dark, therefore, Plckett ordered
the attaok susperded, When the fighting ceased, the two contending
vattle lines lay very close to each other. Picketti's infantry was
massed astride the Adama road, with Fitz Iea’s cavalyy on the right
and Munford's on the laft, The Confederate picket lines exterdied
from G, T, Brooks' on the laft to Ttzgerald’s ford on the right.
Two trigedes of Custer's division held Sheridan's front on the
night of the 21lst, In anticipation of a dawn attack, Custer's men
slept on thelr arms, 40

Orwe the fighting had ceased, (regg's and Smith's
troopars secured their "led horses®, The two units then marched
to Creat Cattall Run, where they rendesvoused with Davies' trigsde.
Once he had regrouped his division, Crook permitted his men to
camp. Following Custer's depmrture for the front, the wagon train
waa parked near the junction of the Vaughen and MHonk's Neok readas,

While the Southermers, in the battle of DAnwiddis Court
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Bouse, had falled to gcore ary sweeping sucoess, they had
neverthaless wrested the initiativae from the sggressive Sherldan,
If progross hod been slow, it was becnuse the Federal cavalry had
fought hard, The spirit of Pickett's hard-bitten fighters seemsd
as stout as ever, MNo reports were made Ly the Confederate leaders
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Tourt House. In zddition to the battle camualties, Pickett had
lost the services of ‘ens of his brigadiera, During the day,
Germral 'f‘erry had received a diaabling injury, The ranking
efficar in the Trigads, Colonel Tobert M. Mayo, had assumed
wmﬁnd of Terry's Ixrigade. he

Having leat the inmitiative, Sheridan was foreed to fight
a delaying agtion, Hach time the Confederates overorn-e a pocket
of resiastance, they were confronted by ancther, Nevertheless, Ly
nightfall, Sheridan's corps had been pushed back neardy to
Dirsiddie Court House. Union losses during the day hed totaled
about 450, “3

Iate on the aftarroon of the 3lst, Grant sent a member
of his staff, Prigadler General Horace Porter, to sese Sheridan.
Porter reached the junction of the Adams znd Brooks roads juat as
Uregg's and Gibba' brigades were fulling back, At this timse,
‘orter recalled, obs of Sheridants bands, while umder a heavy fire,
was Hlaying ‘Hellle Ely' as cheerily as if it were furmishing
misie for a country plicnice®.

Popter encountered Sheridan just befors he reached
Dimiddie Court Houss, After Porter had reported on how the Army
of the Fotomao was faring, Sheridan remarked that "he had had one

of the liveliest days in his experience, fighting infantyry and
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cavalry with cavalry only". Zheridan told Porter “that he was
copcantreting hia command on the high ground Just north of
Dinwiddie, and would hold that positien at all hremards®.
Continuivg, Shoridan declared “that with the eorpe of infantry he
oxpetted to be put under his command he could talte the imdtiative
the next morning and cubl off the wiovle of the foree lee had
detached.” The cavalryman, referring to Pickett's foros,
commented:

MSfomisinmoredmmgorthanIam-

if I em out off from the Army of the Potomac,

it is cut off from lee's army, and Mot s moan

in it should ever be allowed to get back to

Iae. Wo at lagt have drawn the eneny's

infantry out of its foréifications, and this

is our schance to attack it,

Sheridan begged Corter to hagten to Grant's hesdquarters
and again to urge the lismutenant guneral commanding to serd him
the VI Corps, "because it had been urder him in the battles in the
Vallay of Virginia, andd knew his way of fighting", Porter
rapaatad the information whleh had been forwarded to Sherdidan the
previous evering regarding the VI Corps -- namely, that wright's
corps was on the right of the Army of the Potomao, ard the only
infantry foree which could promptly jein Sheridan was “Yarren's V
Corps, With this tusiness tuken gare of, Porter returned to
Grant's headquarters. The staff officer resched Dabney's Y11l at

7 p. R, and gave Grant a full report of Sheridan's operations, Sl
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Evidently, Sheridan was not quite as confident of his
position as he had led Porter to belleve he was. hen the cavalry
leader composed a letter to Grant describing the day's fighting,
he wrote, "Thiz force [Pickett’s/ is too stromg for us. I will

hold on to DMnwiddie Court-Houme until T am compelled to lesve.® k5
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THE BATTLE OF FIVE FORKS

Part Vv

The Battle of “Jhite Oak Road

It had stopped raining on the afterncon of the 30th, ut
by 3 a, m, the next worning it had started sgain. The streams
contirmued to rise, and the roads were getting steadily worse.
Execept where cordurcyed, they were practically impassable, When
Grant awoke ard found that the rsin had recommenced, he detsrmined
to do nothing until the precipitation ceased, The generalta first
order of the day to Meade, sent at 7:40 a. m., announced, "Cwing
t¢ the heavy rain this moprning the troops will remain subatantially
as they now are, but the Fifth Corps should to day draw three days'
more rations.®

When he acknowledged Grant's telegram at 7:45, Meade
inquired if there were any objections to the IT Corps algo drawing
three daye'! rations, The empty supply wagons would then be
raturned to tha rallhead to be refllled, 2 Grant sgw no objections,
The TI Corps waz authorized to draw its rations, 3

Hunmphreys! and Warren's troops had started takdng up the
positions which they had been ordered to assume the previcua

evening, about two hours before Grant had iseued his directive



sugpending all movements for the time being.

At daybresk, Ayres had started massing hig division near
the 5. Dabney houss, First, ths gensral issued orders calling up
Tenigon's and Gwyn's brigadas, These two organizations had spent
the night camped on the left bank of the rain-gwollen branch of
Gravelly Bun, near ¥rs. Butler's, After fording the turgid stream
which was over three feet deep, the two trigades marched to S,
Dabney's, where they rendezvoused with Winthrop's commend. Next,
in an effort tw increase his striking forece, Ayres sent an urgent
dispatch to Warren. Ayres wanted the soldiers from his divielon
who were manning the line of outposts relisved by men from some
other unit, The general informed his superior that he would have
already replaced the pickets from his own gommand, but he did not
feel it would be wise ito reduce hiz offective atrength at this
time, b

A staff officer delivered this message to Ceneral Warren
2t £:110. Warren saw the logic behind Ayres' reguest. He daghed
off a mrried reply, informing Ayres “that the matter of relieving
the pickets will be attended /tg/ at once®, 7

For some unexplained reason, foprty-five minutes slapsed
before Warreil moved to secure a relief for Ayres' outpests. AL 7

o'tclock, Warren ordered Ceneral Orawford to recall his pickets




covering the Poydton plank read. Crawford would then concentrate
nls division at the Holliday house. When his troops had reached
Hollidsy's, Crawford was to see that soldiers frem his division
relieved Ayres' on the picket 1line, Crawfomd's men were to picket
the front frem Fumphrers' left to a point north of Holldday's, In
case of a Confederate attack on Ayres' division, Crawford was to
move to his ecomrade’s amgistance, The plomeers from two of
Crawfordts brigades were to be detached and left to throw a bridge
acrese the rain-swollen branch of Gravelly Run that barrved the
passage of the corps' artillery. Crawford would establish his
command post at the Holllday house. 6

Warren would have liked to vigit Ayres' division and
superintend the operationz at the fropnt., In fact, he intended to
leave for the polnt of danger "as soon as the glving and receiving
instructions necessary for the operations of the day would permit”,
On the 3lat, as on the 30th, the influx of dispatches received and
the orders that they made necessary kept Warren at his headquarters
and acoepsible to the telegraph until almost 9 a. m, 7

The 1I Corps, as acheduled, had moved to take over the
rifle pits held by Griffin's division, Since the Federals were on
guard againag a Confederate counterattack, they mmred cautiously,

Iong before daybreak, Genaral Hays iassued instructions calling up




Genersl Smyth's Wwigade from the reserve, !oving to the front,
Smyth's troops halted in the rear of the trenches occupied by
Fierce'’s brigade, the unit holding the right flank of Mott's main
line of reaistance, At dawn, Smyth's blueccats relieved Plerce’s
soldiers. By this maneuver, Haye had succeeded in devnloying his
three brigades in the rifle pits -~ Melvor's on the right,
Qlmated’s in the center, and Smyth's on the left, The right flank
of Hays' divislon was anchored on Hatcher's Run; its Ief%t flanik
Jjoined Matt's right at the Taylor house. Hays had no reserve. 8
Ag goon az Snyth's had rolieved Pleres, Mott's division
shifted %o the left, Moti's troopa filed into the earthworks
oagupied by Miles' division. Two of Hott's brigades, MeAllister'a
and Plerce's, were stationsd in the breaastworks, MoAlllister's
left rested on the Boydton plank road, while Plerce's right was in
contact with Hays' laft at the Taylor house, De Trobriand's
btrigade was massed near the Rainey house, ready to move to Miles'
agaistance in case of an apergency. 9
Upon being relieved by Mott's troops, Miles' division
ahifted across the Boydton plank road. Ramsey's ard Madill's
brigades relleved Griffin's troops in the fortifications, Nugent's
and Seott's brigades were held in reserve, Throughout the morning,

Miles gave his two reserve units various assigrmenta. Nugent's




soldiers were arganized inte fatigue parties and put te work
slashing timber. The 5th New Hampshire of Scott's brigade was
used to man [Ales' picket 1line. When the New Hampshire regiment
moved into no man's land, it was accompanied by two companies of
the &4th New York. 10

The II Corps' batteries were not moved at thiz time.
Three of the batteries were on the line and thres were parked in
regerve.

By daylight, the II Corps had completed its shift to the
left. When General Meade at 7:30 a. m. ecalled for a report of
the disposition of the II Corps, Humphreys replisi:

The position of my troops this morning ia:

Hays extending from right, near Orow house, to

Taylor house; Mottt from Taylor house to Boydion

plank road, Milea haa relieved Oriffin in hias

position +.. « I £ind that Miles is strong

~anough in Griffin's position to admii of my

putting DeTrobrland's brigade in a little more

contral position, from which At can move in a

fow mimtes ta the left, 12

After being relieved by Hilss, Griffin recsived
ingtyuotions from Warren to move his divialon from the Boydton
plank rocad to Mrs, Butler's, Oriffin would mass his division at
that point, Evidently, Oriffin did not move very prompily. WYhen
Humphreys reported to Meade at 7:40, he wrote, "Miles has relieved

Griffin in his pesition, ut Griffin has remained some hours," 13




Warren, like Humphreys, was requested by leneral Meade
at 7:30 to locate his units. The commander of the V Corps,
however, hedged a little in his reply. Instesd of teiling whers
his divisiens were, he indicated whare he intended to post them.
WJarren, therefore, reported that Oriffin's division would be
concentrated at Mrs. Butler's, Ayres’ near S. Dabney's, and
Crawford's in between., In sddition, Warren informed Meade of the
existence of the road linking Mrs. Butler’s on the Boydton plani
road with W, Datnay's on the White Oak road, At this time, Warren
warned, this road wss "pot practicable" for wheeled vehlcles. To
make matters worss, the road crcoased "a very difficult tranch of
Oravelly Run®, Warren reported that he had all the pioneara he
sould apare working on a bridge. Even 20, it would "take a long
time to make" a practicable crossing for the wagons. 14

This telegram reached Meade's headquarters at 8:06,
Maade immediately forwarded a copy of this measage to Grant, In a
covering dispatch, Meade commented that additional tools would be
sent to the V Corps as scon as they oould be moved to the front,
Meade wanted to insure that the conneoting road was rendered
npassable for artillery and wagons at the aarliest monent”, 15

A Iittle before 8:30, the rattle of msketry from the

direction of Humphreya' front becames distinctly audible to the




officers of Meade's headquarters. Heszages were lmmediately sent
to Humphreys and Warren. Humphreys waa direscted to asecertain and
report the eause of the firing. Pesglidas informing the commsander of
the V Corps of the skirmishing, Meade directed Warren to stard
ready, if czlled upen, to rush his reserve to Hamphreys' support,
Meade, in compliance with Crant's directive, tcak this opportunity
to inform his corps commanders, "There will be ne movement of
troops to-day.® 0

Making an dnvestigation, Humphreys discovered that
Ceneral Miles had sent out 2 £C-man combat patrol from the Ghth
New York. Miles had done this in acoordance with an order which
Humphreys had issued te his subordinatesz, The division commarders
were directed to regonmoiter the Confederate fortifications, try
to capture priscners, and ascertain the strength and identity of
the units opposed to the I Corps, This information, Rumphreys
felt, would be imvalusble in oase an attack was ordered,

In earrying ocut this migsion, Milee' combat patrol had
clashed with the Rebel pickets, After a faw shotz had been
sxchanged, the Joutherners fled, lesving 16 prigonsrs in the
Yankees® hands, The Confederutes then sent out a small detachment
to drive hack Miles' patrol, but it falled, Accompanied by their

prisoners, the Yankees returned to their lines. Upon being




quegtioned, the greyclads stated that they belonged to MeGowan's
Sputh Carclina brigade. Furthermore, they identified Hyman's
trigade as the unit holding the lines on their left. 37

Replying to Meade's communication, Warren explained that
there was "a pood deal of misketry firing going on in cur lines by
the men firing off their guns to put in a fresh loads". Warren
thought that, unlesa he complately lost eontact with Humphreys,
the foree (Miles' division, reinforced by Des Trobriand's trigade)
which had relieved “Qriffin is mch more than ander any
eireumgtances could be needed there". If the Confedaratss, however,
should treai Humphreys' line or threaten to do so, Warren promised
not to wait for orders to assist his bwrother officer, 18

Meade had alse informed Grant of the firing on the left
of the II Corps' front. After stating that he had directed Warrsen
to support Humphreys if necessary, Meade thought it would be a
good idea if Orant glerted Ord. Meade reported that he had ilssued
instructions for the II ard V Corpes to be aupplied with rationa.
The ganergl, however, expressed concern lest the condition of the
roads render it impossible to revictual Humphreys' amd Warrents
commands, 19

Foltowing the receipt of Memds's dispatch, Grant

talegraphed Ord to hold his troops ready to support Humphreys in




cagse the IT Corpa was attacked. 20

At 8:50 Warren received a mesgsage from Humphreys sent
at 7:40. HRumphreys wanted to know where Warren propogsed to rest
his right flank, At the moment, Humphreys reporised, there was "a
vacant space" on Miles' left. 2

In answering Homphreoys' dispatch, Warren atated that he
was unable to "take up any regular line of battle on account of
the woods and aswamp”, Instead, he had concenirated each of his
divisions on a apecified point so they could meet an attack Efron
"any direction with the line refused", Warren did not belleve
that the Confederates would be able to turn the II Corps' left
without Humphrey being forewarned, even if the V Corps moved away.
Az the troops were now depjoyed, Warren informed Humphreys, he
could move CrifPin and his supporting artillery into position on
Miles' left in short order, A copy of the messuge to Mepde
locating the aress wheore Warren had posted his divisiong, axi a

sketch map of the sountryside west of the plank road, wsre also
forwarded to Humphreys. %2

At this time, Warren was not anticipatling making any
forward movements, Five mimites before he dictated the message
to Hamphreys,. darren received another telegram from Meade's
headgquarters. Meade again pointed out to hiz subordinate that

"Qwing to the weather ro change will to-day be made in tha present




position of the troops®, To take advantage of this hiatus, three
days' rations and forage would be brought up and issued to the
command., The empty wagons were to be sent to the rear to be
refilled, Warren wWwas admoniszhed to "uase evary exertion to make
practicable the roads io the rear ... ." 23

During the night, Warren had received a copy of Sheridan'as
message to Orant reporting that Pickett's division was deployed
along the Yhits Ouk rosd, its right at Five Forks, and its left
extending toward Petersburg, At 8115 a. m., Warren relayed this
commnication to Qensral Ayres. In his covering memopandum,
Warren conn;lent.d that he inferred from Sheridan's comspohdence
that Meryitt's "small force® had been dis=lodged from the White Qak
road, Consequently, Warren warned Ayres that he would have to be
on the lockout for a fonfederste attack on his "laft flank from
the wast as well as from the north®. Ayree was also informed that
Crawford had been diregted to mase his division at Helllday's,
while Griffin's division was being concentrated at Mrs. Butler's, -7

Although the Union braas did not know it, the left £lank
of Ayrea' picket line axtended about three-qﬁarters of a mile
beyond the point where the Rebel fortificationa veesred sharply te
the right gt the junection of the Claiborme and White Oak roads,

Ayrea' presance in this sector was a result of the message which

1o



Warren had sent Megde zt 4 p, m., on the 30th. At that time, Warren
had written that he could tske his Yeorps and block the white Oak
road", 25 Meade had forwarded a copy of Warrents dispateh to
Grant. The lisutenant general commanding had replied at 8:3¢ p. m.,
"Tt will jJuat sult what I intended to propose -- to let Humphreyz
relieve (riffints division ard let that move farther to the left,
Warren should get himself stromg to.night,n 20

Later in the svening, Orant sant two telegrams to Meade,
in both of these, Grant polnted out that Warren was not to attack
without orders signed by himgelf, Since it was feared thar the
Rebela were about to try to geize the Ilnltiatlive, Warren was to
strongthen his position, Grant was correct in his estimate of the
situation. Not only were the Confederates about ta launch a
powerful assault on the left flank of Warren's corps, but Plokett's
task force was preparing to move agsinst Sheridan's ecavalry. 27

On the worning of the Alat, Genersl lee visited the
sector held by Anderson's corps. The genersl rode along the White
Oak road inspecting the fortiflcations as far to the west as the
Claiborne road, Upon resching "the return®, Les learned from
General Johnson that the Union troops (Ayres' division) which were
in front of the workes at this peint were deployed with their "left

flank in the air®, To take advantage of thia carelessnesa, arnd to

31



preclude the posgsibility of the Fedarals' interpcsing between
Pickett's task forece and Antderson's fortified position, Lae
determined to attack and roll up the expoged Union flank,

This would be a degperate gamble, because there wera
only four brigades available with which to undertake this task.
To make matters worse, these four units came from three different
divisiona, Moddy's and Wise's twrigades belonged to Johnson'a
divigion, Hunton'’s to Pickett's, and McOowan's io Wilecox's.
Aceordingly, they would not be acoustomed to working as a team.
Johnson waa placed in charge of the projected attacik, urder the
general supervision ¢;f Anderson. The eorps comaander, however,
seemg o have taken iittle or no part in the subzequent engagement,

Upon being given tact.iaai control of the situation,
Johnson quickly made his dispositions. NcCGowmn's brigade, which
was poasted weat of Burgess' Mill, was pulled out of ths rifle
pita,. Uhen he had formed his troops on the White Oak road, HeCowan
moved to join Johnson at the junction of the Claiborne and White
Oak rvads. Hyman's brigade extended to the left, and oceupied the
trenches vacated by Melowan's South Carolinisns,

An air of urgency was added to the aituatlon when
Johnsen spottsd two Union battls lines (Winthrop!s axti Gwyn's)

moving into the fisld west of Halter Butler‘s house. Johnson




ardered Hunton's troops to leaave the protection of the earthworks
ard tske position in the woods north of the White Cak road, The
Aletama brigade was formed en Hunton's right. Since General Moody
was 111, Colenel Martin L. Stansel (the ranking regimental
commarder) was in charge of the Alabama brigade. At the same tims,
Jolmsen notified Andsrson and Heth that he would attack as soon as
he could form his line of battle. HMeGowan's greyclads row came
hurrying up the White Oak read. Johnaon shouted for McCowan to
deploy his men on Stansel's right. Within a few mimutes, the
three battle-hardened Rebsl Irigades had taken position in the
woods north of the White Cak road, Wise's brigade was on the
ground btut not in line,

Johneon was encouraged when he saw that the Union leflt
flank wag still dangling “in the air®. Furthermore, the woods
wegt of Halter Butler's field would screen the Confedarates'
approach mareh, dJohnson, therefore, igsued instructions for
YcGowan to take his brigade and assall the exposed Union flank,
McGowan was expeetad to drive the Federals across the front of
Johnson's other brigadea., Buntcon's and Stansel's troopsz would
then move to the attask., Following the receipt of Johnson's
orders, Mclowan's South Carolinlans crossed ths road. Before

MoGowan's troops were able to get into position, the Yankees
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suddenly resumed their advance. 27
In the meantims, one of Ayres' gtaff officera had

reached Warren's command post. Tha.aids informed Warren that the
Confederateg still held a line of ocutposts south of the White Cak
road, (On the morning of the Jjist, the #1st Alabama had contimued
to man the lire of ocutposts whioh General Johnson had established
covering the apgroaches to the White Oak roed.) Warren decided
that, if his position wore t¢ be rewdered seoure from attack by
the Five Forks Rebels, it would be nesessary to do scmething about
the Rebel pickets. In additien, the general was afraid that the
suspension of hostilitles ordered by CGrant would give the foe an
axcellent opportunity to reconnciter the V Corpa' pesition,
Finally, Warren believed that his troops would not be able to
obtain mach rest during this higtus in action coperations unleass
there were "a greater distance® between his picket line and line
of battle. As the situation then was, Warren felt that his men
wonld have insuffielent time %o get under arms in zase a strong
forea of buttermits "ghowed itgself at the advance posts®, To
pravent any relaxation of vigilanae until after his position had
bean made secure, Warren did not snncunce that orders had been
raceived suap_afxding all movements,

| At 9:40 a, m., Warren telagraphed Meade that he had
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directed Ayres to drive in the Confederate outposts. In additien,
Myres waz to see if he could asceriain the strength of the Rebel
forece holding the White Oak road, A copy of this dispateh was
alse forwarded to Ayres. 30

Jeneral MHeade approved of ‘larren's [orced reconnaissance,
At 10:30 Chief of Staflf Webb informed Warren:

Your dispateh giving Ayres' positioh is

received, General Meade directs that should

you determine by your regomnaissance that you

can get posseasion of and hold the White Oak

road you are to do so netwithstanding the

orderg to suspend operations to.day. 1

Ayrest divislon, however, had moved forward and a
desparate contest had been precipitated before Webb's commmnication
reached Warren,

Genaral Ayres had gpent a bugy morning marshaling his
division at S, Dgbney's, As soon as all hia units were up, Ayres
proceseded to form his men in acgordance with Warren's instructiona.
The troops were deployed east of 5. Dabney's place in Halter
Butler's fleld. This fleld was bourded on the north by the White
Oak road,

Ayres had Winthrop form bis brigade intoc line of battle
north of the Holliday dwelling. The 140th New York was thrown out
as skirmisherS and covered Winthrop's battle line. -2 Cwyn's

brigade was deployed into line of battle and taok position en

15



\ gehelon on Winthrop's right. *  These two trigades faced the
White Oalk road, which was about one-fourth of a mile %o their
front. To protect his left flank, Ayres placed General Denisan's
brigade in 2 wooded ravine west of the field. The Maryland brigade
faced west. Two of Denison's regiments, the 4th and 7th Maryland,
patrolled the woods on the left of the lyrigade, 35

It was a little after 7 o'clock when Crawford's division
moved out of the breastworks covering the BHoydton planikt road. The
maddy réad and the rain-swollen branch slowed down the pace of
Crawford's march., In spite of these diffioulties, Crawford
mecpeded in massing his troops at Holliday's by 10 a. m, 36

At the same time, Ceneral Griffin concentrated his
division at Mra, Butler's. Protected as he wus by the hooming
branch, GrAffin held azn impregnable position, Therefore, when’
Griffin’s divislion hsd taken itg poszlition aatride the weod road,
arms were staoked, knapsacks unslung, and the menh started to
prepare breakfast, It had now ceased raining and the san, bright
and warnm, broke through the clouds. Blankels were spread osut to
dry, and the goldiers felt the "buoymney always so distinctively
dominant during the short rifts in seasens of contlmmal contacts®. 37

Warren's artilleriats would not be sble to move their

Pleeces to the front until the ploneers had completed the tridge.
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The eight guns mammed by the gunners of Battery D and Battery H,
1st Hew York Light Artillery, therefore, were emplaced to cover
the apot whare the Roydton plank reoad croaged Gravelly Run. In
addition, these two unitis would he able to protect Griffin's left
Flank., Following the departure of Griffin's troops, Battery B,
Ith U, S. and Batteries D and G, 5th U, 5, Light Arttllery had
remained in position at the jJunction of ths Boydton plank and
Dabney roads, They would furnish fire support to Milea' division
of the II Corps. 3¢

Shortly alter Jyres had completed his dispositions, anpe
of Warrents staff officers (Major Fmmor B. Cope) galloped up to
his command post, The aide-de-camp told Ayres that he was "to
takke the White Ogzk road and intrench a btripgads upon it™, Ayres
wag also authorized to ecall upon Crawford for one bLrigade to
support his attack. “hen Crawford received Ayres' request, he
isgued marehing orders to Brigadier General Richard Coulter's
brigade. When Qoulter reported to Ayres, he was directed to form
his brigade in the rear of Winthrop's copmamd, While Coulter's
troops were filing into position, Winthrop'’s moved to the attack, 39

As soon as Coulter's brigads had moved to reinforce
Ayres, Crawford hastened to form hia two other brigades. Brigadier

General Henry Baxter's and Colonel John A. Kellogg's brigades were
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massed in column 0f regiments in 2 thick woods sowth of Halter
Butler's field. FEellogg's organization was on the right and
Baxter's on the left, 40

In obedience to Warren's instructions, Ayres at 10:30
a. m. gent Winthrop's brigade forward, Gwyn's troops supported
Winthrop'a advance on the right. Covered by the sidirzmishers irom
the 140th New York, Winthrop's grim battle line gwept ahead. As
they advanced acrossg the fiesld, the Federals were greetod bty
smnrll_grma Fire. At first, this was seattered, but as the Yankess
drovs olomer to the White Onk road, it increased in intensity.
Lientenant Colonel Wlliam W. Swan recalled:

I =at on my horsgse betwesn twvo lines

of reserves, watching /Winthrop/ go ferward

steadily in painful silence, Not an enemy

was to be seen, not a musket was fired, until

the advancing troops were half acrogs the

field, when suddenly zlong the edge of the

wood at the other end there appedred a long

klua line of meoke c.a -«
The blueccosts weres unabis to see thelr teormentors who were
concealed in the woods morth of the road. Winthrop's scldlersa, however
were able to drive to within "ten to fifteen yards” of the road, *:

At the time that Winthrop's trigade had moved to the
attagk, Melowan's troops had not been gble to get into position on

Ayrés' left, Corisequsntly, when ha saw the bluecoats coming




across the fleld toward the White Oak read, Johngon ordered his
"command te advance and meet the enemy's attack®, Refore Johnaon's
megsage could be relayed to his brigade commanders, a lisutenant
in Hunten's brigade who had been watching Winthrep's advance aprang
to h.is feot, waved his sword, and shouted “"Forward!® Hunton's
eager Virginians, answering the lieutenant’s call, rushed from
their places of concealment., Stansel's Alabamans moved to ithe
attack on Hunton's right. MoOowan had mot completed hia
digpositiona when Johnson's attack order reached his command post. )
His 1line was not formed, but his South Carolindians, on hearing the
shouts of Hunton's troops, could mot be restrained, OSurging
forward, McOowan's brigade sssailed Ayres' left flark. 2

Hupton's Viegindans and Stasnsells Alabamans, in a short
degperate contest, basted Winthropts New Yorkers. To eseape
anmihilation, WAnthrop bellowed instructions for hdg soldiers to
face about. Covered by a atrong rear guard, the brigade fell back
on the position ocgupied before the advance. 43

When Ganeral Gwyn saw the Confederates come pouring
across the rosd, he led his brigade forward on the double., Before
Guynl's troops were able to intervens, Winthrop's command was in
full ratreat, Gwyn's battle line halted and started to blaze away

at the sncoming Rebels, This zerved to check momentarily the

1g



Confederate drive, Encouraged by Gwyn's stand, Winthrop rallled
hisz coamand, The Confederagte onslaught was slowed., Reacting to
this situmatlion with his customary vigor, Johnson hurled Hunton's
Virginians against Owyn's line of battles, Staneel's Alabamans
pressed sgainst Winthrop's flank. The Alabamans’ wvolleys struck
Winthropts btrigade in the flank, Winthrop's troops then reszumed
the retreat. Colomsl Swan recalled that:
Winthrop's Erigad.n? then returned zlowly

to the branch of Gravelly Bun. There was o

order, however. Eaoch man waa looking ocut for

himsel! and all were making for the enirenched

line +.a « The men did mot run. The atream .

was much swollen and at pluces too deep f£or the

infantry to ford., I remember that I rode with

Winthrop in rear of the retreating troops. My

horse was killed, ashot through the necik, ﬁ-ogh

slde to slde, just as we entered the wooda.,

Hunton's troops foumd the going more difficult. The
Virginians centered their sttack on the laft £lank and front of
Qwyn's battle 1ime, Follpwing Winthrop's withdrawal, Owyn's
pesition became untenable, Hunton's troops were able to turn
Cwyn's flank. The regiment on the left, the 210th Pemnsylvania,
broke and fled., Guyn's brigade then fell beek upom Crewford's
division, ¥3

In the meantime, MoGowan's 3outh Carclinians had mowved
against Demison's brigade. Denlsen's Marylanders checked MoCowan's

initial thrust,
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Coulter's brigade, which had been sent {o reinforce
Ayres' division, had not completed iis deployment at the time that
Winthrop had guffered his repulse, Obgerving that Gwyn's troeps
were already moving to Winthrop's assistance, Coultar advanced to
halp Denieon, McGowan by this time had ronewed hisz attack on
Denison's Maryland hrigade, Infiltrating the woods to the left of
the ravine hald by Denison's battle line, the South Carsclirdans
compelled the 4th and ?7th Maryland to fall back. This suocess
enabled Mclowan's soldiers to enfilade the left flank of Denison's
line, The Marylamnders wers forced to evacmats the ravine, when
they retresated, Denison's blueccats came tumbling back on Coulter's
commangd, So shaken was the Maryland brigade by this setback that
Denison was unable ts re-form his unit untdl after 1t had crossed
the rain.swollen braneh, Among the casualties in this fighting
wag Ceneral Denison, who was wounded, The general, howevar,
refused to leave the field. b

Aftay Danigon's troops had paased beyond their field of
{ire, Coultar's battle line commenced to blage awsy at MeCowan's
omom{ng greyolads, Coulter's men, however, had been badly
unnerved by the sight of Denlson's frightenad acldiers pounding
for the rear,” The offigers of Coulter's left flank units found,

mach to their aonsternaticn, that MeCGowan's battle line overlapped
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theirs. Subjected to a deadly enfilade fire, the left flank
companiss began to ercode away, file by file. Three of Coulter's
regimental commanders were cut down -~ wounded. The brigade then
fall back in confusion, Before reaching the run, Coulter
suceeeded in rallying the hard-core elements of his command for
geveral irief stands. REach time, however, the advancing

Confederates smashed these pockets of resgistance. 7

It had been General Ayres! intention to re-form his
division in the edge of the woods on the south side of Halier
Butler's field. Wwhen the Hebels overwhelmed Denison's amd
Coulter's trigades on the left, the genersl's plan was dooﬁ. Heo
then sought to rally his trovops behind a ravine neasr the Hollidey
cabin, Tut he falled, Ayres' shattered division then retrezted
in sconfusion scress the run,

In their initial surge, the Southernsers had scored a
sweeping suceess. Johnson's three brigades (Huntonts, McGowan'a,
and Stansel's) had routed Ayrss' formidable reinforeed diviaton,
Four Union brigades, mustering more than 5,000 officers and men,
wore in full retreat, Having clsared the Yankees cut of Halter
Butlert*s field, Johnson's troops advanced into the woods that
bounded the f4eld om the south,

General lee had been anxisuszly watehing the progrsss of



Johnsen's attack. Lee was afraid that Hunton's btrigade on thae
left of Johnson's battls line would lose contact with the troops
holding the fortifications, Consequently, lee isgued orders for
Wise's brigade which was held in reserve ic advance and take
Fosition on Hunton's left, Wise proceeded to carry cut leels
instructions with his customary alaerity. 48

“hen Uensral Crawford learned that Ceneral Ayres,
instead of being the attacker, had become the attacked, he ordered
Baxter's and Kellogg's brigades deployed in the woods morth of
Holliday'as egbin. Baxter formed his brigade on the right,_l{ellogg
on the lef't,

Four of Baxter's regiments were deployed into line of
battle, while the 39th Massachusetts was thrown forward as
skirmishers, Observing that the Rebels were advaneing in great
etrength, Baxter reinforceed tha 39th Maasachusetts with the llth
Pemnsylvania, Both of these regiments were composed of hardened
troops. Az soon as the retreating aiemants of Ayras' division had
moved out of range, the sicirmishers opened fire upen the Cohfederates.
The buttermita ware in full view se they charged sorvss Halter
Butler's field. Although but few in parbers when compared with
the assaulting column, the two regiments caused Hunton to hesitate,

After a trisk fire fight, the Confederates pushed ahead, The 3%th
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Mazsachusetts and the lith Pennsylvania were brughed aazide. In
thizs engagoment, Lieutenant Colonel Hemy M. Tremlett of the 39th
Massachusetts was mortally wounded. The colonel was gsarried from
the field on a tent fly by several of his devoted men, Falling
back, the biuscoats expected to remdegvous with the remaindser of
the trigade, But upon reaching Holliday's, they were unsble to
find any signs of their friemds. Disgusted at being left to their
fate, the twe regiments "fell back without much order to the
traneh whish .., [they/ had crossed four hours bafore," 9

Baxter encountered gquite z bit of difficulty in forming
his battls line. BHundreds of Ayres! {rightened soldisrs came
rushing through the ranks of the brigade. By the time Baxter had
compleratad hia deployment, the skirmishers of the 39th Massachusetts
and the 1ith Permsylvania were in cgontact with Huntonts Virgimiansg,
At first, Baxter!s right flank rested in the 2ir, Guyn's Yrigade
now came fleooding back from the front, and the officers sucoeeded
in rallying some of the bwaver sculs on Baxter's right.

When the Confedsrates attacked Baxter's line of battls,
they eoncentrated theipr efforis on his left. Within a few
mimtas, Stansel's Alabamans were abla to force Baxter's left
flank regiment to give way. Having gained an opening, the
Southerners rolled up Baxter's trigade. Soon only the right




flank regiment, the 107th Pennsylvania, was left on the field.
Seeing the havoc that the Rebels waere ralsing with Baxter's
trigade, Guyn's men had also disappeared. The Southerners now
propared to knoek out the Pehnaylvania regiment, Colonel Thomas
F. MeGoy, realizing that if he permitted his command to remain
whare it wag it would be surrounded,.ordered hls men i{o retreat.
The Penngylvanians resched the hranchk "with Iittle loss®, 0

Coleonel Xelloge had not completed his dispositions when
Ayres' reinforved divislon fell to pleces. To check the rout,
General Crawford diraected Xellogg to deploy the erack 6th amd 7th
Wisconsin and arrest the retreat of Ayres’ troops. The two
Wisconain regiments, however, fournd this imposszible, Ayres' panic-
gtricken troops roke through Kellogg's ranks and threw the two
Wisgonain regiments "into confusicn". Ag scon as the fugitives
had pazsed, Xellegg had the 6th and 7th Wisconein close ranks,
When his battle line was formed, EKeliogg shoutad for his troops to
open fire on the advancing Confederates.

Rallogg now eallied up his third regiment, tha 91lst New
York, The Naw Yorkers were formed on the left of the 6th
Wisconsin., Taking cover behind a slight rise, they began to rake
the Rebel battle line with well-directed volleys. This caused a
mmber of the greyelada to veer off to the left, At the aame iime,
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the &th amd 7th Wisconain held firm in the face of the Rebel
englaught, The retreat of Baxter's trigade, however, had exposed
Kelloge's right flank,

Melowan, observing that he was unable to smash Kelloge's
brigade with frontal attacks, determined to bypass this island of
resistance, Sweeping to the Jeft, Melowan's troops paased around
Kelloggts right flank. To cope with this dangervus situation,
Ralldgg had the 7ih Wisgonsin wheel to the right. Hellogg merely
postponed the inevitable by thia move, The Confederates had now
succesded in turning Xellogg's flanks. ltorse, Rebel patrols had .
started to Anfiltrate the area in the rear of the ‘brigade..
Kellogg, confronted by this emergency, crdered his men to fall
baclk t;ehind the branch, The officer sent to relay this measage to
Colonel Jopathan Tarbell of the 9lst New York was wounded.
Therefore, when Kellogg!s brigade retrested, the New Yorkers vwere
=2t behind., 3Sincs the gravelasds had already typassed thelr
posgition, Kellogg's soldiere had to sominot a fighting withdrawal.
Several times, ths Federals wers compelled to cut their way
through Confederate roadbloeks. Crossing the run, the 6th and 7th
Wisconsin took position near the lridge which the plonsers had
recept]y ecomplated., R

A munber of mimtes elspsed before Colonel Tarbell




realized that his reglment was terribly alone. Rather than
surrender, the colaenel decided to fight his way cut of the trap.
The regiment fell back fto the Holliday cabin. Here, the colonel
sucoeeded in forming part of his command on the eolors, He then
determined tc make cne final attempt to szlow the Rebel advance.
This last-diteh stand by the regiment falled., Overpowered by the
Confederatea, the New Yorkers retreated aesrces the branch. After
erossing the run, Colonel Tarbell re-formed his ragiment and
posted it in support of Battery H, lst New York light Artillery. 52
Colonel Kellogg, in hia "After Actlion Report®, proudly

claimed that his "“comnarnd were the last organited troops to leave
the field". This shatament by the Union brigade commander ia a
olear indication of the acope of the Confedarate sunccess at this
atage of the battle. The cutmmbered Confederates had simply
carried everything before them, Jonmson's three brigades had swept
the area between the White Oak road and the run clean of organi zed
Union troops,. _(It appears that Wise's Virginia brigade, when it
was finally Mttted. did not engage the V Corps,} Two powerful
Federal divisions {Ayrea’ and Crawford's) had been mauled,
Warren's forced reconnaissance had ended in disaster,

Tt was about 10130 o'clock when General Warren left for
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tha front. The general intended tc %take charge of Ayres' forced
re¢onnaigsance, By the time Warren reached the run, 4yres'
division ;ufaﬂ in full retreat. Crossing the stream, he hastened
toward the point of attack., Before the general was able fo reach
Crawford!s command post, that officer's division was alse falling
baeck, In an effort to rally the soldiers, Warren seized the oolors
of a Pennsylvania regiment, Warren galloped up and down the lines,
brandishing the banner, but the soldiers refused to stard and Ffight,
It was evident that the men counld not be indused to stop thelr
retreat until they had placed the branch betwsen themgelves arnd
Johnsen's tarrible men. The general, therefors, recrcased the
stream, 3till flaunting the colors to encourage the digheartened
troops, Warren, ably asaisted by his more resclute subordinates,
succepded in ocurking the panie. Regiments which had held together
were immediately deployed on the right of Griffints division, The
remainder of Ayraes' and Crawford's regiments were rallied behind
Griffin's main line of resistance. Here, the routed unita were
re-formed and the rolls called, -

It was about 11 a. m. when the sound of "heavy muisketry"
from the direction of the White OQak road became distinctly audible
at Ceneral Gr;.;fin'a headguarters at Mrs. Butlerts, ‘Without a
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moment's hesitation, Griffin had the "long roll" beaten, The
command, "Fall ini fall inl" seemed to ring out simmltaneously
with the erashing volleys. This ordsr was obeyed with alacrity,
Rifles were quickly taken from the stacks and the regiments fell
in on their colors, OCriffin then put his division in motion toward
the point of danger, wWhen Griffin's troops reached the rise
overlooking the branch, they witnessed a very melancholy sight,
They zaw humndreds of their comrades falling back toward the stream
as fast as thelr legs could earry them. As the wave of fleeing
soldiars floundered through the waigt-deep water, General Griffin's
voice could be heard, "For Cod's sake, let them through, or thay
will break our iine", In his "After Action Report®, Griffin stated
that his troops were "met by the Third Division /Crawford'g/
running to the rear iln s most demoralized and disorganized
eonditlon, soon after followed by the Second Division L.Xyres_'_?.“
In accordance with Warren's instructions, Griffin quickly formed
his division into line of battle along the left bank of the stream. H
News that the Confederates wers sweeplng everything
tefore them caused the ¥ Corps' chief of artillery, Bripgadier
General Charles 35, Waimwright, to shift several of his batteries.

The twe artillery units (Battery D and Battery H, lst New York




Idght Artillery} that had been guarding the Boydton plank erossing
of Gravelly Run limbered up their pieces. vhen they turned off
the plank road at Mrs. Butler's, the gunners foumnd the going
exceadingly diffieult. They literally had to Iift their guns
* through the Virginia mmd. Reaching Oriffin's main line of
ragistance, the artillerists placed their guns in battery, Majer
Charles B, Mink saw that the four iZ-pounder Napoleons of Battery
H were unlicbered on a commanding knoell in a small field, The
gunners trained their piecea on the woods beyond the yun, They
had an excellent fiald of fire. Captsin Deloss M, Johnson of
Battery D was unable to find such a favorable locatlon for his
four Napoleona, He had to emplace them in a wooded ares.
Johnson's guns, aceordingly, played but smsl]l part in the
sabaequent fighting. 55

Griffin had barely completed his deployment before the
Confederate skirmishers omerged from the woods on the opposite
side of the branch. In general, the Rebel advance had followed
the Union retrest along the wood road. The blueccats watehed asn
the Southerners descended a hill and crossed the awzle that
separated the rise which they had just left from the one occupled
by Griffinlis division, It seemed avident to the Tankees that the

Rebels intercied to foree their way across the run., Actually, the
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Southerners merely planned to make a foreed reconnaissance., Mink's
four Napolecons copened the engagement, The gumners razked the
advancing Confederates with shell and canister, Moments later,
Griffin's infantry started to blaze away. After a brisk engagement,
the graycllads fell back about 400 yards. 56

For the next several hours, the Unlon and Confederate
sharpshooters sniped away at one another, Many of the bluecocats!
skirmishers expended up to BO rounds. Llearning that the
sharpshooters had about exhrusted thelr ammnition, lLisutenant
Colonel Henry C'Neill of the 118th Pennsylvania called for a
volunteer to carry cartridges to the line, It was a per:lous
undertaking, Sergeant Ceorge W. Stotensburg resporded. He ran
aleng the front from man to man, dropping a fresh supply of
ammanition in the rear of each sharpshooter., The daring sergeant
was shot at & mumber of times, but discharged his dangerous
misgsion gaceesafully amd rejoined his regiment unharmsd, 37

As acon as Warren learned of the desperste state of
affairs at the front, ho sent a staff officer to get in touch with
Ganeral Humpheeys, The cormmander of the 11 Corps was requested io
make a diverslon in favor of the V Corps. ‘“hen he sought to
obtain additional details of the extent of the sstback suffered by
the V Corps, ms' staff officers were unable to dontact

Warren. One of them did see Griffin, however. Oriffin assured
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the aide that his division would be able to hold its line on the
branch, Humphreys aceordingly issued instructions for "(eneral
Miles to throw forwasrd two of his brigades and attack the enemy,” 3

In the meantime, 2 large mumber of fugitives from the V
Corps' debacle had descended onm Miles' left flank brigade, Ramsey's.
To cope with this situation, Ramsey established a straggler line
manned by the 66fh Wew YorK and the ;@G&h Pennsylvania. These two
reginants took pcaition behind Rameey's main line of reaslstance,
When the frightensd soldiers entered Miles' lines, they were
stopped and turned back. 57

It was about 12:30 when Miles recelved the orders from
Humphreys to move to the relisf of the V Corps with two of his
brigades, Oenerals iMadill and Ramsey were alerted by Miles to be
ready to take up the advance. Nugent's trigade would support
Madill;s and Ramsey's attack, Soott's brigade was ealled up from
ths reserve and relieved Madill's and Ramsey's commands in the
rifle pits, 60

When Miles gave the word, Ramesy's and Madilli's battle
lines moved out of the works. Swinging to the lafit, the two
brigades advanced into the woods west of the Boydton plank road.
Miles' troops reasched the rum a short distance beyond the right

£lank of the V Corpa., Ramsey's btrigade, which was on the left,
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immediately waded the stream; Madill's troops lagged behind. Near
the ¢rest of 2 ridge several hndred yards beyond the branch,
Rampey's troops ran afoul of Wise's Virgimians, A sharp engagement
engued, At this time, three of Ramsey‘’s regiments (the Hith New
York and the J45th ard 1832 Pennsylvania) were on detached servicas.
The trigade was, thereforsa, considerably under strength. HZven ao,
the blunecoats, for several mimites, gave a geood account of
themselves. Suddenly, however, without warning, the 148th
Penngylvania gave way "unceremonicusly and in confusion .. The
retreat of the 148th left Ramsey's right flank regiment, the 53d
Fermsylvania, isolated. To escape destruction, the 53d Fennaylvania
likewime retired and recrossed the run., Hamsey, realizing that it
would he foolish to contimue the confliet with just two regimentas
{the 66th Hew York and the 116th Pemnsylvania), passed the word to
fali back.

_ When he resched the left bank of the branch, Ramsey, in
spite of the harusaing fire of Wise's shsrpshooters, quickly
re~-formed his brigade, Subseguently, Ramsey bitterly castigated
the conduct of Medill's command, Fbs:reported, *Had the Third
Brigade [HMadi11's/ advanced with me, after crogsing the run,
instead of r&iaining idle spectators, the result of the assault
would have been different and gy btrigads spared the moriifieation

of a repulse.,” 6
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As soon az he had redeployed his troops into line of
battls, Ramgey again led them across the run. Ramsey's blueecats
slowly closed in on Wise's battle line which was formed along the
erogt of the ridge. In the meantime, Madili's brigade had forded
the stream, While Ramaey's troops pinned Wizets greyelads in
pesition, Miles proposed to turn the Confederates' left flank with
Madillts brigade. Madill's bluecoats, after croasing the hranch,
detoured to the right, Madill's scouts soon reported that the
brigede's batile line had passed bLeyond Wisze's left flank. The
general now wheeled hls trigade to the left. Pressing eagerly
forward, Madill'!s troops struck Wise's cormand on its exposed {lank,
Se sudden and swift was this blow that Wise's Virginlang were driven
back in confusion. Over 100 prisoners and one starnd of colors were
left behind by the Southerners. 52

All this time, Bamgey's soldiers had been exerting heavy
presaurse on Wise's front, When Wise's btrigade ¢ollapaed in the
face of Madill's flank attack, Ramsey's soldiers daghed forward
and secured the orest of the ridge, Miles declded to capitalize
on hig sueccess, The mopping up eperation would be left to Nugent's
brigade; Madill's and Ramsey's troops would be entrusted with the
pursait, 6 —-

When ¥ileg* troops attacked Wise's btrigadse, Huntanfa




soldiers shifted to the left to aseist their conmrades. This foroced
Stansel's Alabamanz to sxtond to both the right and left to cover
the V Corps’ line to their front. Convinced that his men would not
he able to fight thair way across the run, Johnson ordered them to
hold the ground gained.

Ganeral Lee, accospanied by General Melowsn, also
reconnoitered the small watercourse behind which Warrents two
ghattered divisions had fourd sanctuary. After examining the
terrain, las approved Johnson's denision to hold it, Returming to
the White Osk road, lLee tried to find some artillery ard, if
posaible, some cavalry to send to Johnson's apsistance,

) It soon became evident to Johnson that his men werse
approaching exhangtion, and if they were to held on, thay would
have to be reinforaed, But there were ne fresh troops available,
General Anderson, upon being advised of the situation, ordered .
Johnaon to withdraw his command, 7The treocps wers to be palled back
and occupy the ldne of breastworks scuth of the Whlte Oak road |
which Ayres' troops had thrown up the previous evening. The collapse
of Wige's hrigade had added an air of urgency to the situation.
Sereened by s strong rear guard, the Rebals abandoned thelr gaina
and fell hacks~ In the course of this retrogressive moment,

Hunton's and Stansel's Lrigades changed positions, By 3 o'clook,
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Johnson anmounged that McGowan's, Hunton's, and Stanpel's units
had moved into designated rifle pitas, Stansel's Alabamans on the
left held the angle which formed the sonmection betwsen M"the
returnt and the field fortifieations south of the vhite Cak road,
Wlae's brigads, howaver, had beean go roughly handled by Mileas?
Yankees that it was withdrawn inside the fortifloeaticns east of
*the return®. &
About the time that Madill's and Ramsey's troops marched

out of the works, Coneral Miles had trainsd hisg field glasses on
the Confadsrate rifle pits west of the plank road. what the
general saw convinced him that these trenches wers umecoupied.
‘Miles, therefore, ordered the 5th New Hampshire of Scott's brigade
to charge this position. At this time, the New Hampshire reginment
was manning the Union picket line in this sector. In moving to
carry out Hilwa' ingtructions, thias regiment became confused,
Instead of attacking to their front, the scldliera fyom New Hampshire
cbliqued sharply to the left, Shortly thereafter, they overran

the right flank of Madill's brigade. Before a semblance of order
gould e restored, the Confederates had thrown troops inte the
heretofore deserted rifle pits and a splendid opportunity to
penetrate the defenses in this sector had been logt. 65

Upon witnessing the rout of Wisets trrigade, Miles became

convinpged that he could sarry the Confederate fortifications if he




were reinforced Yy anoiher brigade., Miles accordingly relayed
this information to Humphreys. The corps commander suthorized
Milas to go ahead, Teo implement his decision, Humphreys ordered
De Trobriand's brigade to support Miles'! right. At the same
tima, the general notified Mott that he might have to rush a
sacond brigade to Miles' mgsistance. 66

De Trobriand's brigade had spent a good part of the
morning massed in support of Mlles' division near the Ralney houae,
At 9:30 o'alook, Ord had telegraphed Grant that the Confederates
were marshaling troops east of Hatcher'*a Run. 67 A copy of Ord's
message wes in Humploays' hands by 10:15, When Meade forwarded
Crdfs digpateh to Bumphreya, he gsent a covering commmnication,
Meads left it wp to the Judgment of his corps commander whether to A
relieve the Army of the James by attacking, or send his reserve o
Ord's assistance, 58

Homphreys decided to rush his reserve {De Trobriand‘s
brigade) to Ord'a support. Consequently, De Trobriand's command
waa shifted to the pight and stationsd near the Crow house, When
the Confederates attacked, thay moved against Warren amd mot Ord,
De Trobriand's presence on the right of the II Corps now became
suparflucus. —To obtain troops to support Miles' offensive,

Homphreys again Lesued marching orders to De Tretriand, The




disgnsted troops were regulred to retrace their stepa, Returning
tc the Rainey house, De Trolriand's soldiers relisved Scottts in
the rifle plits west of the Boydton plank road. 69

Following the arrival of De Trotriand's hluecoats,
Seottts men moved forward. The trigade zoon overtook Miles!
divigion, At this time, the division wes eautiously working its
way through the woods in fromt of the Confaderate earthworks which
covered the approaches to the White Oak road. Miles had Colonel
Scott deploy his brigade pp sghelopn on the right of Madill's unit,
Scott's misgion was to proteet the division's right flank., As the
advance progressed, Seott's trigade and Madtll's diverged., Miles
halted his battle line. To plug this gap, Miles salled up Nugent's
trigade from the reserve. The sweep was then renewed. As the
Federals forged ahead, they drove in the greyclad sldrmishers. In
this fighting, the 1llth New York of Madill's brigade ocut off ard
captured over 100 men snd the colors of the 4lst Alsbama,

At 3320, Miles' troops reached the edge of the abatis
that protected the approaches to the Confederate fortifications.
The laft flank of Rammsey's wigade rested near Halter Butler's
field, A glance at the formidable works and the "almest impessable
sla.u_hing" convinoasd Miles that it would be "imposaible to take

then with the force avallable®, 70




Since his right flank unit (Scott’s brigade) had lost
eontact with Mott's division, Miles declded he had betier close to
the right., The entire division then moved by the right flank,
After forming a connection with De Trobriand's brigade of Mott's
commsnd, Hiles put his troops to work throwing up earthworks.
Several of Miles' units became scrambled in the confusion.caused
by the shift, When this situation was ironed out, Miles found that
hiz brigades were deployed frem left to right: Scoti's, Ramsey's,
Madill's, and Mugent's, %

When Miles' dilvision marched off to the west in pursuit
of Wige!'s Virginlans, Generzl Mottt soupght to maintain contact with
his brother officer's command Ly extending hiz left flank, To do
thiag, Mott was compelled t¢ pull out pert of De Trohriand*s brigade
from the earthworks, leaving two of his eight regiments to guard
the artillery, De Trobriand moved cut. De Trobrland's bripgade was
able to accomplish its misslon. The unit zucceeded in bridging
the gap that had opened between Mlles on the left and MoAllister
on the right, While De Trolriand's soldlers were taking posgiticns,
they were subjeoted to a brisk shelling by the Confederate artillery,
The brigade then dug in, 72

In-the meantime, General Humphreys had dedided to have

Mott make a foroed recomnalasanes of the Confederate fortifications




sast of the plank road. This movement, the general believed, would
pin the Rebels down and keep them from detaching troops to oppoge
Miles' advance, Mottt sccordingly alerted MeAllister and Plerce "to
agssult the enemy's works on their respective fronts®, 73

Pierce's attacldng force on the right consisted of the
5th Michigan ard the lst Massachusetts Heavy Artillery. An unhappy
combination of circumsgtances rendered Plerce's task difficult, To
Pierce's right, there was a bend in Hatcher's Run., This meander
would restriet the movements of Pierce’s battle line as it advanced
to the attack, Weorse, the Rebel batteries emplaced in front of
the Crow houss and near Burgess' Mill {to the right and left af
Plerce's front) would be able tu catch the advancing Yankeeg in a
deadly crossfire. Yevertheless, the general grimly formed his men.
At 2:30 o'clock, he moved the two regiments forward. The blueccats
drove aghead on the doutle, Not until they reached the felled
timber in fromt of the Rebels' works did the soldiers falter.
Unable to work their way through the abatias, Plerce's men recoiled,

MeAllister planned to have a strong combat team feel the
Confederate works covering Purgess' Mill, The combat patrol from
YeAlliater s brigede was compesed of the 11th Mamsachusetts, the
120th New York; and a battalion of the 8th New Jersey. This force

would be supported by the Ilth New Jorsey. At a werd from

Lo
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Maotllister, the combat patrel dashed forward, ‘orking their way
through the abatia, the bluecoats reached the crest of a ridge
overlooking the Confederats main line of resistance. Ssverazl
outposts wers overrun ty the Yankees and akout 15 plickets captured,
during the course of the advance, The Union drive ground to a
stop,. In additicn to the musketry of the Rebel infaniry, the
Yankees came uncer an enfilade fire from the Confederate hatteries,
Tn save themselves, the bluecoats lay down, After his men had
spent a very uncomfortable hour hugging the ground, MecAllister
received orders from Mott to recall them, The scldliers were drawn
off, ene by one, under s sevaere fire from the Southern sharpshooters.
This attack had cost MeAllister's commard a mumber of casualties. 75
Hays' division alse lasunched a limited attack on the
Confederate defense line on the afternoon -of the 313t, 1In the
morning, Ceneral Smyth with the 108th New York hsd made a bold
reconnaigsance of his front. Smyth returned with the information
that the Rebels still held Fort Powell. Hays then ordered Smyth
to gapture thig strong point, The attacking force consisted of
the 1st Delaware, the 7th Michigan, the 4th Ohio, and the 7th YWest
Virginia, After deplaying his command into 1ine of battle, Smyth
moved against—Fort Powell, Everything went according te plan until
the Federals reached the broad helt of slashed timber {ronting the
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strong point, The felled timber was so thiek that the battle line
was unable to get through. Smyth, therefore, sent his skirmishers
inte the abatis, The Unlon skirmishers sucoeeded in driving in
the Rebel outposts., Taking position near the redoubt, the
Northerners began to snipe away at the canmoneers manning the two
~ Euns asmplaced in the work. Evidently, ihis proved to be very
discdncerting to the gunners, because they scon deserted their
pleces and ceased firing., Since hig battle line had been unable
to penetrate ths balt of slaghed timber, Smyth was not able to
capitalize on this aituation, At dusk, Smyth recalled his
sharpshostars and returned to the rifle pita. /0

These thruste on the part of Hays'! and Mott'ts troops,
in coﬁjuncticn with the pressure which Ord's Army of the James waas
axerting on the Rebel positlons east of Hatcher's Run, accomplished
their purpose. When MeAlligter's and Plerce!s troops moved sgainst
the rifle pits held by Brigadiaer- General John R, Cooke's brigade
eagt of the plank road, Ueneral Hath asked Cenersl Wilecox for help,
Wileox, howewer, was unable to send his brother officer any
assigtance, At thig time, the brigade from hia division,
Brigadier General James H, Lana's, which was holding the
fortifieations on either side of Hatcher's Run, was under heavy

pressure from Hgys' and Ord's commands, 7
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The II Corps' batteries remainsd in the positlon which
they had occupied at dark on the 30th until noon on the 31at, As
the Rebel attack on Warren's corps gathered steam, Batiery B, lat
New Jersey Light Artillery and the 1llth Battery, New York ldght
Artillery were ordered up by the corps' chief of artilliery,
Lientenant Colenel John {. Hagard, Captain A. Judson Clark had
his New Jersey artillerists emplace their four Napoleons in front
of the Rainey house; the New Yorkers relieved one of the V Corps’
batteries on the knell to the east of the house, COpening fire
with their four Z-inch rifles, the New Yorkers silenced &
troublegome Rebel battery located in the peash orchard west cf
Purgess’ Mill. At the same tims, Battery X, 4th U, 5. and Battery
M, lat New Hampshire (These twc units had been in position at the
Rainey house since the previous afternoon.) concentrated their
attention on the large redoubt nesr the Boydton plank road, These
two batteries wers able to gain fire superlority over the
Confederate guns mounied in the redoubt,

Undear the cover of darkness, Clark's sanponeers limbered
up their pieces ard moved to the left. Utiliszing a road recently
opened by the pioneers, the battery reached the rifle pits held by
Miles' division. The gunners then proceeded to smplace their

pleces at strategic plmees along Miles' main line of resistance.
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Jhat he had seen during the aftednoon corvinced Colonel Hasard
that a smoothbore battery could be more effectively employed if
mount2d on the knoll ocoupled by the 11th New York. He, therefore,
ordered Battery X, 4th U. S. Light Artillery to change places with
the 11th New York. By 11 o'clock, this shift had been effected.
At 1 p. m. Colonel Hagard called up the 10th Massachusetis
Battery. The Massachugetts gummers, on reaching the front,
emplaced thelr four 3-inch rifles on the right of Battery B, lst
Rhode Island Light Artillery at the Grow houge. (0

At dusk, Mott shifted McAllister's and Plerce's Irigades
to the west side of the Boydton plank road, FPefore moving to the
loft, the brigade compamnders detached a mumber of troopa. These
men were left behind to hold the rifle pits-when their unitis moved

to the laft. 4

By 1 p. M Ceneral Warren waa satisfied that his corps
would be able to eontain the Confederate attack. Griffin's
division, supportad by the fire of Mink's battery, had forced
Johngon's vanguard to fall baesk. At the sgme time, Ayres and
Crawford had sueceeded in re-forming thelr diviasions, Jarren now
daghed off a message to Meade's headquarters telling of the
morning's disaster. Warren told of his plana to recover the

indtiative. Alrsady, he wrote, his alirmdshers on the lsft had




erogsed the run., One of Griffin's hrigades, supported by the
reorganiged portion of Ayres’ and Crawford's divislona, was
preparing to counterattack, ‘hen the advance started, it would
pivot on the right flank of the corps. Warren caleulated that his
men would he ready to move forward hy 1:45, unless the Rebels beat

80
him to the panch.

Werren, in aanouneing the time that his counterthrust
was to begin, had underestimated tl:?e difficulties involwved, It
took longsr than anticipated for Ayres and Crawford to complete
thaiy dispositions. In addition, the trvops sxperisnced c_onaiderable
diffiomlty in aroassing the rain-swollen branch. It was 2130 before
Warren gave the order to advance. 81

Warren's faillure to gttack on time caused Meade to have
gericus misgivings. At 2:50 Chlef of Staff Webb forwarded to
Warren a copy of a message which Humphreys had sent to army
headquarters. Humphreys reported that Milea' troops had taken
prisoners from Plckett's division, This intelligence led Humphreys
to assuwme {incorrectly) that Pickett's division was opposite Miles'
center, Humphreys had conclnded that Aif Warren's wheeled tc the
right 4t would "take Pickett on hia right flank™, In his covering

dispateh, Wabl obgerved:
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Since Milew is already well forward from

your right flank the general commanding /Meadg]

congideras that that must be secure, Hiles is

ordered to take the enemy's works supported by

hias own corps. You will Bsesﬁhe necessity of

moving ag scon as possible,

Sinee this commanication from Meade's headguarters
reached Werren after he had started his advance, he ignored it for
the time being, Subsequently, Warren pointed out:

The information about Pickett's division

was erronecus, and was worse than useless to

me. According to subasquent information his

divisicr was at that time some three or four

miles away driving General Sheridan. Nor did

Miles assaull the enemy's breast-mg s as the

digspateh led me to infer he wonld,

When Warren sget about organizing his countersttack, he
and General Criffin rode tov the left to confer with Ceneral
Chamberlain, The tim officers asied Chamberlain if, suffering as
he was from the wounds incurred on the 25th, he felt able to
spearhead the projected attack, Warren's and Griffin's language
in this "exigenay® was very strong, Chamberlaln, though in
congiderable pain, was ready for the hgeardous amgsligrment,
Oriftin then gave Chamberlain his instructions, He wma to regain

Bl
the ground lost by Ayres' and Crawford's troops,

At a word from Chamberlain, his troops forded the waist-
deep run. As soon aa &11 his men had gained the right bank,

Chamberlain foymed his brigads into double line of battls, o3




Gregory's brigade followtd Chamberlain's across the Ybranch. like
Charberlain; Gregory deployed his command inte two lines of battle -
the 188th and 189th New York in fromt, the 167th New York in the
raar, Oregory's unit moved intoc position on Chapberlain’s right, 86
Bartlett, af'ter orossing the atream, massed his brigade on
Chamberlain's left rear, Ayres' division supported Griffin's troops
on the left en echelon by trigades. Oriffin's skirmishers commanded
by Ceneral Pearson covered Ayres' front; Crawford’s division watched
Oriffin's right flank, The wood road served as the axis of
Chamberlaints advance, The remainder of Warren's corps guided their
movexents on Chemberlain's brigade, 87

Brushing aaide the fow sklrmishers sncountered,
Chamberlain'g bluecoate reached Holllday's cabin with ease, When
Chambarlain's troops emerged from the wooda inte the sonthern adge
of Halter Butler's fleld, they were greeted by o heavy fire,
Chamberlain observed that there was m strong foree of Confederptes
(Hunton's Virginians) ensconced in the rifle pits, which Ayres'
troops had throum up in the field priocr to their retreat. Hunton's
greyelads had "turned® these trenches. Additicnal Confederate
soldiers could be distinguished in the edge of the woods which
bounded the field on the north,

Chamberlzin halted hie brigade and rearranged his lines,




which had been broken to some extent by the mareh through the
ragged terraln and thick woods betwesn the branch and Holliday'tsa,
Warren now rode up and directed Chamberlain to entrench. By this
time, Chamberlain's advance line {the 198th Pennsylvania) had
Trained a slight crest in the open field®, Here, the Pemnsylvanians
were subjected to a galling fire Yy the Tirginians holding the rifls
pits, At the same time, sharpshooters posted in the woods which
flanked Halter Butler!s field on the east commenced to snipe awny
at the Yankees. It appeared to Chamberlain "that the anemy's
positlion might be carried with no greater loss than it would cost
us mersly %o hold our grouni®, Furthermere, the men seemsd "eager
to charge over the fleld". When Chamberlain told Griffin of his
observations, he received permission to push shead. SO

Once he had readjusted his lines, Chamberlain led hig
cheering troeps to the attack, As the Yaniwes sorged across the
fimld, the Rebe) troops posted An the woods to the right poured
several volleys into the flank of Chamberlainl's battle line., In
addition, the Confederate artillery emplaced in "the return* had
growled into getion, The 18%th Pennsylvania wavered. Chamberlain
ealled for azsistance; Oregory's trigade respomded hawisomely,
Gregory's command, advancing by battalion en achelon to the left,
dashed inte the woods., The grayelad snipers gave way in the face




of Cregory's sudden onslaught, Chamberlain’sz blueclads, their
right flank sscured, oharged the works on the run. This time the
determined Yarkess were not to be denied, Chamberlain's troope
reachad the rifle pits and drove Hunton's Virginians from them
in econfusion., One regiment, the S6th Virginia, was out off and
captured, Pressing on, Chamberlain's and CGregory's soldiers
stormed aecrcss thes thite Osk road,

Hanton subsequently recalled, *The Federal line Ehu
158th Pennaylvaniﬂ wavered under the firas very decidedly, and a
portion of it troke snd ran. The balance of the 1line re.forued
urder my fire, advanced, and drove us back, I thought it was one
of the most gallant things T had ever seen," 0

Fellowing the smashing Union attack, Hunton's hrigade
{without the 56th Virginia) retired into the fortifications,
Helowan's greyelads had boen lselated by Chamberlain's and
Gregory's treakthrough to the White Oak reoad. To rejoin their
comrades, the South Carclinians had to detour to the nmorth a
econgiderable distance tc typasa the Federal roadbiloolk. A

When Cenexal Hunton returned from the fray, his scabbard
had been bent almost double Yy a missile and he had three tullet
holes through his olothes, General lLee greeted tha doughty

fighter briaskly, "I wish you womld sew those places up; I don't
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like to see them."

"General Lae", said Bunton, “allew me to go back home
and see ny wife and I will have them sewed up.®

The answer amused lae, Y“The ldea", he replied, "of
talking about goling to see wivesti 1t is perfeeily ridiculous, gir.t 92

Chamberlain's and Gregory's soldisrs had orossed the
White Oak road a short distance west of "the return®, Jarren was
urderatandably elated bw the succass scored bty Oriffin's troopa.
The peneral thought that his men migzht be able to carry the
fortifications guarding the Junction of the Clsziborne and White
Oalt roads. If they could storm "the return® 1t would remder the
Confederate position south of Hatcher’s Run untenable. Yerren,
therefore, ordered the advance suspended while he made a personal
reconnaiassance,

In the meantime, to gsecure his galns, Criffin had
Chamberlaints and Grepgory's soldiers begin throwing up entrenchmenta,
Ayrma’ division, which had not fired a round during the advance,
was halted just ghort of the White Oak road, Talting position near
the W, Dabney houﬁa, Ayrea’ troopa were faced west toward Five
Forks., like Ayres', Crawford's soldiers had not been engaged
sinoe leaving-+the btranch., Crawford's division was posted northdéat

of the Holliday cabin. Its migsion was to watch the gap between




Griffin's right and Miles' left, 93

Accompanied by a strong force of scvuitg, [arren rcde
forward. As the general's party approached the works, they "drew
a very severe {ire from the line, particularly of artillery'h,
Nevertheless, Warren made a thorough examlnation of "the returnt,
Vhat he saw convinced the general "that the foe's defenses were
as complete and as well located as any ... [ha] nad ever been
opposad ta', After coneluding "that it would be ugelass to
saerifice the men in an assauli™, Warren retraced his stepas., Sl

When Oriffints troops orcaged the White Oale at 3:40,
Warren had dashed off a message io Meade's headquartere, telling
of his gains. In addition, Warren reported that the Rebel
fortifiecations veered sharply to the right, Warren had also seen
General Miles, whe ammounced that his division was "elose up" to
the Confederate worka. 95

It was about 5 p, m. before Warren recelved a reply to
hig mesgazge. Upon opening the dispatoh, which was signed by Chief |
of Staff Webb, Warren found that he was to secure his position and
protect, ags well 28 possible, his left flank. Humphreys, Webb
observed, had bean directed to extend to the left and comnect with
Warren's right, Webb reported that Sheridan's cavalry wrs belisved
to be advaneing. (At this time, Sheridan's troopers, in the faes




of Pickett's slashing attack, wers falling back on Dimwiddie
Court House,} Warren was authorigzed, 1f he wished, "to push &
amall foree down the White Cak road and try to communicate with
Sheridan 4. " 96

Warren had already taken the precagutions outlined in
Webth's memerandum. Two of Oriffin's brigades (Chawberlaints and
Cregory's) were dug in along the white Oak road. GSregory's right
flank wes in contact with Miles' left flamk unit .- Scott's
brigade, The corps' left flank was guarded by Ayres' division,
Crawford's division, reinfolrc&d by HBartlett's brigade, constituted
the corps reserve, Walnwrightl's artillerists, however, had been
unable to take thedr guns across the run., Cansequently, the V
Corps did not have any artillery support at the {ront.

The battle of White Osk road, wirleh had begun so
disastrously for Warren's corps, had ended in victory. ‘Johnson's
gallant Confederate command had seen ite morning's gaina wrested
from it by the Union counterattack, Indeed, the Southerners were
worse off than bafore, becsnse they had lost sontroul of the vital
White Qak road, Théy were now penpned up in their works. Tha
direct Iine of commuﬁicationa beotween Johnson's division amd
fickett‘a taak.forc; had been severed. Worse waa the probable

effect of the battie on Confederate morale. The Socutherners,




after a brilliant start, had failed 1ﬁ their attempt to roll up
the Union left, Furthermors, the Rebels had suffered losses which
they could 111 afford.

All told, the Yankees reported that the battle of White
Oak road had cost them 177 killed, 1,134 wounded, and 554 missing,
Of these camualties, the V Corps had suffered 1,407, General
Johnson announced that his losges in the engagement totaled "about
800, inecluding killed, wounded, and missing". In addition, Johngon

claimed the sapture of about 470 bluecoats, 77
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Report of Casualties in the V Corps
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Cavalry Emscort
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THE BATTWE OF FIVE FORKS

Part VI

The ¥ Corps Reports to Sheridan

“hen the fighting on the Jhite Oak road had ceased,
Jdarran’s soldiers were able to hear distinetly the roar of
battle rolling up from the southwest, Warren, as well as hisg
troops, was dlshaartened to observe that the distant rumble
seemed to be receding, I this were true, it indlcated that
Sheridan had erncountered a force which was giving him trouble,
Tnstead of advancing, it seemed to the interegted listensra
that Sheridan was being steadily driven back Ly the
Confaderates, 1

Warren gocordingly deternined to rush a foree to
the asssiatance of the savalry. Oeneral Oriffin was alerted
to have Bartlett's rigade ready to move out, Bartlett was
to mareh eress country amd attack the Rebel forae which was
presumably driving Sheridan's cavalry on its naked left flank,
Major Cope of Warren's staff was detalled to aceompany
Bartlett's column, ©

" Praceded by Captain Horrell's escort company,

Rartlstt's brigsde took up the march, The orders which




Bartlett had received from Warren were very simple, He was
to proveed toward the sound of the firing and attack the
febela in the resr. After leaving the Jhite Osk road,
Bartleti's troops advanced in a southwesterly directim-n, It
was starting to get dark when the brigede passed through the
ploket line, The head of the column wasz gulded by the
distant battle sounds, When the pickets sheuted to the
pasaing soldliers as to their intended destination, their
inquiries wers unanawered, Partlett's soldiers were as
ignorant = except that the line of march trended battleward .
of their destination as were the men manning the line of
cutposts,

At first, the line of march led aoross a belt of
open groursd, +hen the vanpuard reached a small branch of
Gravelly Run, the Federals left the fields and entered the
timber. Ilocating a “woed road", Hajer Cope guided the column
slowly forward. Before the saldiers had otoceeded very far
into the timber, the firing died down. Af'ter advancing about
one mile and crosging several arms of Gravelly Mun, the head
of the column debouched ints an open field, On a hill to the
goldlers'~irmedinte front could be sesn Dr, Boissesu's house, o

As Captain Horrell's troopers approached the




doater's outtuildings, they were fired on by Confederate
pleicats belonging to Munfordts division., Guiekly dismsunting
and deploying, Horrell's cavalrymen drove the Rebel cutposts
from Dr. Boisseau's farm. Pressing eagerly ahead, Horrell's
bluecoats drove the Scutherners down the slepe and acrusa
Gravelly Run, Since the Yankees did not attempt o crogs the
run, the lonfederate troopers halted and took position
govering the ferd, 4

Since it was already gquite dark, Ceneral Bartlett
degided to take up 2 strong defense position and wailt for
duylight. In the meantime, the general had learmed from
MajJor Cope that the Crump read lay a shert diatance west of
Dr. Poisssau's house, Bartlett therefore posted his brigade
with 1tz right flank anchored on the Crump road; his fronmt
and left flank cavefed the road leading esstward from Dr.
Bedlsmesu’s toward the Boydton plank read. Outpests were sent
cut to rellieve Horrell's troopers. Throughout the early part
of the evening, the Federal and Confederate pickets sniped
avay =zt each other from opposite sides of Gravelly Ran, 3

By the time that Bartlett had oompleted his
diapositi?_r_:_s. it was very dark. The Federals then turned
their attention to tho Confederate camp fires. Major Cope
raported that thepe fires "seemad to ptretah for miles on the




south gide of the rmun®, In addition, the Yankees could hear
distinetly the characteristic noises made Ty a large body of
soldiers .. wagons rambling, men talking and shouting, and
the thd of axes againat trees. Most of the officers were in
agreement that the sxpesed pesitlon ccoupled by Bartlettls
trigade was "a perilous one and required considersble
delicacy in handling". The night, however, served to elogik
the Union dispositions and helpad add to the command's -

security, 6

At Sibg, shortly after Bartlett's troops had moved
off, Warren received a message signed Ly Chiaf of Stu.ff Webb,
It had required 30 mimtes to transmit this communiocatisn
fr;.m Meade's headquarters to Warren's command pest, OGlaneing
at the dispateh, “arren diszcoversd that he was to push a
brigede down the White Ouk road, This fores was expected to
cpen communications with Sheridan and, if necessary, suppert
the cavalry lsader. 3Sinse the persormel at Meads's
headquarters mlatakenly thought that the firing was steadily
drawing nearer, Webb felt that the column which Warren was
directed to send down the White Oak rvad would not have far
to go to establish contact with the eawvalry. 7
- Warren, however, saw things quite different from
the way the headquartsrs people did. He was firmly convinced




that the firing was not getiing any closer, Instead, Jarren
eorvectly believed that the rouar of battle was steadily
receding in ths direction of Dinwiddie Court House, In
additinn, the general had just t:lkked with twe of Sheridan's
eavalrymen, a lieutenant and s gergeant, who had teen cut off
from their unitsz by Piokett's attask, They told Warren that
Sheridants cavalry hsd been "attacked about moon by cavalry
and irfantry and rapidly driven back, two divisions {(Croek's
and Devin's) being engaged”, Relaying this information to
Meade, Warren reported that he had gent Bartlettts brigsde to
sepport the cavalry. Warren expressad his cendid opinion
thnt Bartlett's relief column would not arrive in time to be
ef any assilstance. 8

A little after 6 o'clock, one of Merrittis staff
officers reashed Meade's headquarters, He told Meade that
two of Plokett's trigades had advaneed and sequred a position
between Sheridan’s and “arren's cormands. Mypthersore, Ly
this time, it had become apparent to the officers at army
baadquarters that the roar of battle was mot getilng any
elgser, They mow came to the same conclusion 48 Warref' .-

the flﬁng was definitely recsding toward Dirwiddie Court
Houae,




“hen Heade wrote Orant at 6135 p. m,, he told of
these developments, Meade obserwved that if Sherildan were
unable to overcome the Rebel force opposed‘ to him, he would
be obliged to contract the left flank of his Army of the
Potomac., Meade Wwarned Grant that if he wers compelled to
reduce his front, he *muat do it townight™, OGrant was alse
informed thot Meade was ordering Warran to send a force down
the Boydton plank road. This command would be charged with
the migsion of re-opsning eommnication with Sheridan's
cavalry. ?

While Meade was drafting Orant's message, Chief of
Staff Webb sent fresh instructions to the eormander of the V
Cofpg. Warren was also infopmed that salements from Pickett's
diviston had penetrated intc the area between the V Corps and
Sheridan’'s command, To cope with this aituation, Warren waas
directed to send dowm the Boydton plank yvoad the force
previoualy srdersd to move out tha hita Oak read, 10

Whon thls mesaage reached Warren, Bartlett's column
had been gone for almest an hour, If ha wers to recall
Bartlett's troops, it would require at least twe hewrs for
them to reach the Boydton plank reoad, By then, it would be
t-oo daric for Bartlett'e troops to accomplish anything. The




genaral, however, thought of amother solution to the problem,
RBaegause of the maddy condition of the “woed road" leading
across to Holladgy's, the artillery had been parked near the
Boydton plank read. Thrse of Bartlett's regiments had been
detailed to guard the artillery and the eorpa' wagons,
General Peargon waes in charge of this fores. Warren
accordingly determinsd to send Pearson's command down the
Boydton plank road. u

Following the receipt of his marehing orders from
darren, Paarson started down the plank read, When the head
of Pearson's column reached Oravelly Fan, it wasgs discovered
that the stream was running bank full. The bridge had been
breken down by the retresting Confederates on the afterncon
of the 25th. Since Warren had been required to operate
without any cavalry to cover his left flank, he had mgde no
effort to have the bridge rebulit,

Pearson was unable to procesd any farther until =
new strugturs was built, After passing this information on
to Warren, Pearson let his men fall out and take it easy,
while waiting for the plonsers to arrive and rebuild the
vridge, 12-

After he had given Pearson hls instructions, Warren




sent ancther message to Meade's headquarters, He reportad that
it was too late to gtop Bartlett, therefors, he had sent
Peargon down the plank road, “Jarren mromised to keep
hesdquarters informed of Bartlett's progress, 3

After directing his divialon commanders to ssaqure
the ground gained by entrenching thelr nositlions, Warren
raturned to his headruarters, (At this time, Warren's
headquarters were at Mrs. Wilson's.) The general wanted to
be near the telegraph, 3o he could keep in ecenstant touch
with Gerneral Meade throughout the night, By 8 p. m.. Warren
ardd his staff had reached Mrs. Wilson's, H

In the meantime, Meade had recelved ez reply to his
€115 telegram to Crant. Bsgides sending Meade a copy of
Sheridan'’s 2:73C p, M. nesesage, Grant informed the commander
of the Army of the Potomac that Colonel Porter had just
returned fyom Dinwiddie Court House, Porter had told Grant
that Devin's division "had been driven bacic in considerable
oorﬂ'usio;la"mth of J, Boisseau's houge", At the time that
Porter had loft Sheridan, Crook's divigion was moving to the
front, ©Sheridan had told Porter that he expested Crook to
turn the Rebels' flank. Orant stated that he had hoped to
get Sheridan's ocavalry "onto the White Qak road west of E{J




Dabney's house", Up to this time, Grant wrote, Sheridan had
failed ts carry out his agaigrment. Furthermore, the way
things were developing, there was no assurance that the
ecavelry leader would susceed, In this case, it would be
necegsary for Warren to watch his left, Crant belleved that
1f Sheridan were able to hold on to Dinwiddie Court House, it
would discourage any ideaa the Confederates might have of
sweeping around Warren's left flank, BEvenm no, Urant warned,
Warren “"gannot be ltoo mach on his guard®,

In addition, Grant wanted Mesde to have the
Confederate prisoners eceptured in the battle of White Oak
road, clozely questioned, The general wantad to see if lee
had received ary reinforgenents from North (arolina,
Fheridan’had incorrectly identified Hoke's division as one of
the unitas oppeging him, This was the reason behind this
recquogt, 15

Meade gnswered Grant at 7:10 p, n, He anmwunced
that he had learnsd nothing concerning the reported tranafer
of Confedsrate units from North Caroling to the Petersburg
theater of operationg, Meade added, however, that thia
certainly-would mot be an impossible move on the Rebels' part.
Contiruing, Meade reported that Captaln Hichael V., Sheridan




(General Sheridan's adjutant) had just reached his headquarters.
The captain had told Heade that the Confederates were in
poagassion of the Brooks road., I1If, as thiz news indleated,
tha Rebela had concentraled a large forge of infantry to
General Sheridan's front, Meade observed, the plank read was
open to thelr advance. Furthermore, the captaln had warned
Meade that the Southerners would prébably resume their attaek
on the eavalry corps in the morning. If they did, Meade was
of the opinton that General Sheridan would either have to
rejoin the aruy or to be reinforced, Maegde did not believe
it wodld e poasible tn detach any untts from the Army.of the
Potomaa to send to Sheridan, To justify his pesition, Msade
pointed out that mot only was his left f£lank resting in the
3ir but that his line waa dangeronaly extended, 1€
After wariting 30 mdmites and receiving ne reply to
his communigation, Meade sent Orant another tslegram, He
sgain gwunced that Captain Sheridan was at his hesdquarters,
The ecaptain, Moade wrote, had sald that General Sheridan had
fallen baak on Mmviddis Court Houge, after having been
"repalsed" iy the Confederate infantry. In the event that he
wis compelled to eveouate Dinwiddie Court House, Sheridan had

tald the eaptain that he would retire vis the Vaughan read, 17

io




By S o'olock, another one of Sheridan's staff
officers, Colonal John Rellegg, had galloped up to Meade's
headquarters, Rellogg told Meade thot Shepidan would be
unable to hold TAinwiddis Court House in the face of a renewed
Confederate onslaught, when he relayed this information to
Grant, Meade broached the subject of transferring ene of
Gibbon's divisions to the ripght bank of Oravelly Run. Meads
rRlse thought that it would be a good idea to have Turner's
division ol the XM{IV Corps merch to Sheridan's assistance,
Moade had predlicated this suggestlon on the assumption that
Grant would deny him permission to contract his lines, 18

It was 8:45 p, m, before Grant replied to Meade's
communieations, “When he did, rant —. who wes evidently
becoming alarmed by the situation --~ ordered lMeade teo recnll
Warren's corps. When Warren had massed his trooms on the
Beydton plank road, he was to send one division to Sheridants
relisf. This column was to "start at once and go down the
Boydton road®. *

Folloming Yarren's return to his headquarters at
Mra, Wilson'e, he and Meade had bsen in frequent comminieation,
it 8 o'olodk, Meads warned Warren that Sheridan had been

foroed back on Dinwiddie Court House by a strong Rebel task




foree. The retreat of Sheoridan's cavalry, Msade cautioned,
had exposed the rear of the II and V Corps to attack and
would "require great vigilance® on Jarren's part. If Warren
had sent a solumn down the Boydton plank road {(as Meade had
previously ordered), it was not to go beyond Gravelly Run. 20
8ince Pearaon's troops had been unakle to cross
OCravelly Fun, Warren had already taken the astep which Hesde
urged, When Warven replied to Megde's communicaticn at 8:20,
he corwveyad this information to army headdquarters. In
addition, Warren znnounced that Bartlett had penetrated
"nearly down to the crossing of Gravelly “an". Warren sald
that he was confident that Af Sheridan held on at Dinwiddie
Jourt House, the foe would be unable fto held thelr gaing and
be enmpelled to 21l back to Five Forks, Expregsing strong
oppasition to a night march, Warren observed, "I shall leave
2 pood many men whe have lost their way". Warrven inquired,
"Does General Sheridan still hold Dinwiddie Court-Housei® 21
At Bi135, Warren received a telegram aigned by
Chief of Staf? Webb marked "oonfidential", Scanning the
m2asage, Jarren learnsd that headquarters was of the apinion
that the Army of the Potomac would have to contract its lines.

Warren would be required to hold, if possible, the Boydton




plank read, resting his left flank on Gravelly Run, Hatcher's
Fun would be covered Ly Humphreys' II Corps and Ord's Army of
the James. Warren was alerted to hold his men ready to carry
out thisz order on "short notice®. 22

At this hour, Meade knew that Bartleti's bripade
had taken pogiticn at Dr, Bolazeau's. Neverthelesa, Jebb
gave no intimgtion as to whether Bartlett was to hold his
ground, Appavently, the staff, in its anxiety for the safety
of Humphreys' and ¥arren's e¢orpa, had forgoiten about thig
important plece of information, Furthermore, Grant, as yet,
did mot know that Bartlett's brigade occupied a position on
the left flank of Pickett's task force,Z3

Warren hated to see the army take the atep cutlined
in Webh's memorandum, He was afraid thet a retreat to the
Yoydton plank road weuld prove to be a heavy blow to the
morale of his soldiers, Furthermore, the general felt that
Pigkett'as task foreoe would bs unsble to held its position,
in front of Dinwlddle Court Housze, because his corms
threatoned itg left flank, 24

Consaquantly, Warvsn, when he answered Wetb's
communication, argued that the Army of the Potomae should try

to hold its galne., He polnted out that the fortifieations

13



which hia troops had thrown up covering the plank read were
"very strong®, One division, if supported by artillery,
eould hold this line, Yarren argued. The only way the
Confederates eould oarry this pesltion, “arrsen stated, would
te by a strong column opersting south of Gravelly Run, The
general believed that if Meade foliowed the eourse of action
| which he proceeded to cutline, the Confederatess weuld find
plenty to keep them Tusy. Warren would have Humphroya,
reinforced by the V Corps' artillery, hold the plank road.
The V Corps would be freed to cross Uravelly Run and assail
the Rebels from one side, while Sheridan attacked from the
other. In case the Southerners tried to reinfores Plckett,
Bartlott's roadblock would force them to detour to tiwe wost.
In summing up his arguments, erren anmuneed, "Unless
Sheridan has been toe badly hamdled, I think we have a chance
for an open field fight that shonld bLe madae use of ", R3
Following the receirt of Grant's Bi45 telegranm
directing him to send a division of the V Corps to Sheridan‘s
asslstance, Meade had Chief eof 5taff Webb prepare an order
implementing thia decision, Warren was inagtructed to pull
bagk ingide the earthworks covering the Boydton plank road,
Griffin's division was to be asent to Dimwiddie Court House,




Upon reaching the eourt house, Griffin would repart to
Sheridan, Oeneral Humphreys' 1T Corps was to cocupy the
fortifications northeast of Mrg. Butler's houss,

Yebb's message which had been sent at 2 ofclock
was in Tarrents hands 17 mimtes later, Warren was
digtregged to learn that the ground which had cost so mach
blood was te be abandoned, Nevertheless, the general
proceaded to draft a set of instructions caleulated to
implement Grant's dealision, General Ayres, who was nearest
the plank read, was to withdraw his division and mags it near
the Boydton plank road; Crawford was to follow Ayreg and
eonesntrate his troops behind the entrenchments southeast of
Mrs, Butler's. Oriffin was to recall Bartlett!s brigade
from ita position at Dr, Bolaseau's., Yhen Bartlett had |
rejoined tho division, Oriffin was to return %o the Beyiten
plenk road. Griffin's soldiers would then move to Dinwiddie
Court Houge, where the general would report to Sherddan, In
executing this movement, the division commanders wvers
admonizhed to take cares and gee that nopne of their pickets
or any portions of thelir units were loft behind, Thay were
to put their organications in mtien immediztely upon the

regeipt of ihia ordes*, which Warren handed to hig staff
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afficorg for distritution at %135 p. u, 27

At this hour, all of Warren's command {(with the
exception of Bartlett's brigade, Pearson's three regiments,
and the aorps artillery), was baged aleng the White Osk read.
Chamberlaints btrigade of CGriffin’s division was on the north
aide of the road, Crawford's division was near the read on
OrAffints right, and Ayres’ in a simlilar position on hia
left, Acocordingly, considerable time would be wasted while
the staff officers wers contacting the three division
commanders, In addition, Griffin would have to recall
Rartlett., At best, Bartlett could not be expected to
withdraw his pickets and get back to the Boydten plank read
bLefore 1 or 2 o'cleck in the morning. 26

Evidently, Webd deoided that him 9 o'clock diaspatch
te Yarren needed clarification. At 9:20 he handed the
telegrapher at army headquarters another message. Warren was
to see that the division slated to join Sheridan started at
cnce. In addition, Warren was given freedom "to aet within
the Boydton plank road” as he aaw fit, Webdb again informed
Warren that Humphreys' II Corps would “hold te the rosd and
the return®, 29

Warren replied to the chief of stafif's communleation




at 10 p. m, He polnted out that there would be a congiderable
lapse of time before Bartlett's brigade would be able to

rojoin Oriffin's divisions Jince Ayres' and Crawford's

divisions were mot engaged, Warren had determined to withdraw-

them first. Even so, Jarren did not feel that ths maveh of
Griffin's division would be retarded, because, before the
troops could cross Cravelly Run, the teidge would have to ba
retuilt. The officer (Captain William H, H, Benyaurd) whom
Warren had sent to examine the crroesing had prorounced it
unfordable by infantry, Fuarthermore, Captain Benyaurd had
stated that a 40-foot span would be raquired to complete the
bridge. The general informed Webb that he would exert
himeelf tc see that the Trildge was passable hy the tine
Griffin's division reached it. -0

At this time, Warren's corps was without pontoona,
The pentoon itrain which had started with the ¢orps on the
29th had heen uged to bridge Rowanty Creek ard the Quaker
roazd eroseing of Cravelly Run, To construct a span at the
Boydton plank road croassing of Cravelly Run, Warren put his
plonesrs to work rasing a house, This building would supply
materials for the construction of the urgently needed bridge,
Captain Remyaurd was put in oharge of the prejeet. L
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*n the meantime, Meade had been doing some deep
thinking, Examining his maps, Meade came to the conclusion
that Bartlett would be unable to rejoin Griffin in time for
the division "to move with any promptitude® down the plank
road. To faeilitate Criffin's marech to the point of danger,
Meade issued inatructions for Jarren to attaeh ancther trigade
to his division in place of Bartlett's., when Wetb
commricated this order to Warren, he reported that Sheridan
had been attacked by four infantry brigades -~ thres fron
Picikett's divisien, one from Gordon's corps, 32

wWhen Warren noted that Webb's message had been zent
at_?:bo, he realized that aray headquarters had not yet
raceived his dispateh regarding the condlition of the bridge,
He trusted that, when Meade was apprised of this faet, he
would agree that Bartlstt would be unable to rejoin Griffin
tefors the bridge was made passable, Conseguently, “arren
declded not to make any change in his marching erders for the
time being. He would walt untll Msade had received his
telegram concerning the atate of affairs at ths crossing. 33

Fvidently, Warren'a 8:i40 message suggesting that
he be permitted to oross Gravelly Run with his entire corps

ard gttack the Rebels' rear, while Sheridan asgailed them




in front, made quite an impression on Meade, At 9:45, deade
inquired of Orant, 'Would it not be well for Yarren to go
down with h's whole corps and smash u» the force 1n frent of
Sharidan?" Meade agreed with Warren that the IT Cerps could
hold the 1ine of the plank road, Unlike Warren, Meads did
not think the plank road was the best line for the V Corps to
cperate aleng., Instead, he would hove Werren move his entire
eopps up to the pesition held by Bartlett's Wrigade, From
D, Botagesu's, Warren's ircops would advance and take the
Rebel force threatening Sherldsn in the rear. "“Or", Moade
gontimied, "he could send ones division te suppert Sheridan at
Dimiddie and move on the enemy's rear with the other two",
¥made negleeted to inform (rant that the battle plan had
originated with Warpen, ¥

This wag the first news Orant had received that one
of Warren's brs;gadas was ab Dr. Boisseau's on the Crump road,
Meade had been in pogsession of this information for at least
an hour. Pu-thermore, Meade made no mentlon of the faet that
he had already directed Warren to recall Bartlett's brigade,
Grant seens to have held the apinion that at least part of
Warren's worps had already returned to the plank road. 35

Replying to Meade's communication at 10515, Grant
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tersely observed, "let Warren mpve in the way you propose and
urge him not to stop for amything., Let Griffin gzo on as he
wag flrst directed." 36 In 4 gocond telegram, Grant requested
that Mzade keep Sheridan posted on the digpositions being
undertaken for his relief, Turtherrore, Meades wi2s to inform
Sheridan that he was "to take general direction of the forces
gent %0 him until the emergency for which they are sent is
aver.® 7

Shortly theregzfter, Grant handed a dispatoh to one
of his staff officers for delivery to General Sheridan,
Grant notified the cavalvry leader that the V Corps had besn
ordered to his support., Two divisions were scheduled to
narch by way of J, Boisseau's; a third would move down the
Boydton plank reoad., In addition, Orant announced that
Genera) Mackenzie's cavalry division of the Army of the James
had besn directad to join Sherddan, IHackeneiels troopers
were io advance via the Vaughan road, OCrant, without having
sny justification for it, informed Sheridan that the V Corps
should reach him "by 12 te-night®, Sherddan, Grant wrote,
would Pagsume command of the whole foroe sent to operate with
es [him) Erd use it to the best of ,.. /Mia/ ability te
destroy the fores which .., /hla/ command has fought so
gallantly to-dey*, 38
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As soon as Grart had approved his proposed plan of
operatlons, Meade sent znother message to “/arren, 7The leader
of the V Corps was informed that he was to serd Griffin's
division down the plank read, Ayres' and Crawford's commsards
were to join Bartlattls hrigade at T, Bolsseau's., They
would then attack the rear of the Confederate force which was
confronting Sherida;'.'i's eavalry. According to the latest
intelligence reaching OHR, Sheridan's troopers were repertedly
posted a ghort digtancs north of Dlrwiddie Court House, In
case the Rebels should best the V Corpa, Warrents Iipe of
retreat would be by way of the Brecoks and Boydton plank roads,
Meade urged Warren to wove rapidly. so that he would reach
the junction of the Brooks and Beydton plank roads ahead of
the Confederates, Meade believed, however, that the foe
would fall back toward Five Forkas, in the face of “Yarren’s
advance. Yarren was admonished to move light and fast. Any
gear that would prevent the corps from meving cress countyry
was to be left behind, Warren was to notify Meade as soon as
his troops started to move out, 7

Mezde's telegram was handed to Yarrenm at 10:48,
Upon reading it, Warren was digtreased to learn that Meade

still did not know gbout the bridge, Furthermore, Meade
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seemed] to he unaware that & strong foree of Confederates
confronted Bartlettfz brigade and held the right bank of
Gravelly Fun zouth of IX, Boisseau's, In additicn, Warren
had just received nows from onz of his staff officers, Major
William T. Centry, that a Confederats force (Roberts' North
Carolina brigade) held the janction of the Crump and wWhits
Oak roads. The majer, im attempting to cosomnicate with
Bartlett, had accidentally blandered inte this readbleck.
The major had escaped, tut his orderly had been captured,
Warren knew that it had been one /and ons-half hours
since he had iasmyed instraetions recalling hias corpa. The
general asgumed that, at this very mimute, the iroops ware
meving baek along the "wood rogd" toward the plank read. If
his orders ware baling obeyed, Ws' division would be in the
lead. TIf he folloved Meade's orders to the letter, Griffin's
division would hava to he pughed to the haad of tha colwmnm,
while Avres! retraced its stepz. Ta ksep from wasting
valuabls tims while tHe two divisions changed places, Yarrasn
detarmined tc gend Ayres' division instead of Criffin's to
Sherddan's support, ko
~Angwering Meade's message, Warren polnted out that

on the raceipt ef Chisf of Staff Welb's 9 ofclock dispsteh,




ha had issued instructicns £Hr his divisions Lo retire from
tha ¥hite Jak road, Ayres' divisions were Lu amove Tirst, to
be followed 1n turn by Crawford's and (riffin’s. warren
warned Meade that, Lif he alteresd the marceh order during ths
night, it would produce uwholeaals confusion which would
render all his "operations nugatory". To escape from this
impasse, Warren informed Meade that, on his own initiastive,
he had decided to send Ayres' division te Shearidan. At the
same time, he would take Crawford's and Griffin'sg divisgions
ard move against the Rebsls' flank and rear. Warren, however,
cautioned army headquarters that, with the Confederates
holding Gravelly Run beleow Ir. Bolgsean's, he could not
raccomplish the apparent objects® of MHeade's directive, As a
result of s break in the telegraph line, this message wus
delayed in transmission, **
After he had handed the signal officer the diapatoh
sddresasd to Meade, Warren {at 11 p. m.) drafted an order
implementing this deoision. Instead of halting his commari
near the Boydten plank road, Ayres weuld proceed down the
plank read to Dirviddie Court House amd repurt to Sheridan.
Crawford and Griffin, upon receipt of this ordar, ware to
halt and mase their divisiens, The staff offliecers entrusted

with the delivery of these oprders would report to Warren the
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positions currently ocoupled by Crawford®s and Griffin's

commﬁ . 2

A ruamber of problems, however, had arisen to plague
thae ¥ Corpe., Not the least of these was the shortage of
staff officers, (On the evening of the 31lst, there were only
six staff officars at Warren's hesdquarters.) shen Warren
had moved to comply with Meade's 9 p. m. erder, he had been
foreed to detail one officer te contact cach of the three
division commanders. In addition, Warren had to gsend a member
of his staff, Major Gentry, to get in touch with General
Bartlett, In iryving te reach Bartleti'szs command post, Major
Gentry had blundered inte the {enfederate roadblock. shen
Gentry returnsd to report what had happened, 4Yarren called
for Major Cope. The major had just returned from Dr,
Foissean's. Cope, who knew the wsy, wag detailed to carry
the message to Rartlett, Fartharwore, Warren had to serd an
cfficer to arder up the plonsers, ard gulde them to the plank
road croasing of Oravelly tun, At the same time, snother
aide {(Captain Panyaurd) was sent to check on the eonditien of
the grossing, 43
_ ~In the White Oak seoctor, the oppesing linea were
very eloge. If intelligenaes of the movement was tc be kept

from reaching the ears of the fonfederates, the Union offfticers

24




wonuld have to forego the use of drums, bugles, and leud
commards in erousing their unita, ivery order had to be
relayed by word of mouth from sach commander to his
subordinate, Az was to bBe sipected, consideratle time wasg
lagt while these orders were {iltering down from the generals
to the non-commissioned officers., To awaken the men, the
sergeants and corporals had to shake them.

To make matters worse, the night was “"intenaely
dark and stormy”. At the time that the staff officers
reached Crawford's and Griffin's headquarters with Warren's
11 o'clock order, they discovered that the two divisianﬁ had
not moved. Ey 1 a. m., the aides had returncd to Warren's
com;nand moat with this informatlon. b3

In the mcantime, Meade's headquarters had been in
frequent contact with General Humphreys' IT Corps, '+hen the
desizlon to recall the V Corpa wag made, Chief of Staff Webh
tolegraphed Humphrays. At 9:10 p, m., Famphreys was direeted
to have his men reoccupy the pesition held during the morning.
The II Corps was to anchor its laft f{lank on Mrs. Butler's
ard hold “the return®, 46 Mfteon mimtes later, Webb
rapeat;d this message, In addition, the chief of staff
infarmed Huayphreys, "General Warren iz to be left free to act
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and 43 to send a dlivision to General Sheridan at cnce®. w7

In the wake of Meade's 10:l1l5 cemminication altering
Adarren's orders, Webb sent arother wire to Humphrays. The
leader of the II Corpe was informed that Yarren was to rove
down the Crump road and attack the Rebel force opposing
Sheridan in the rear with twe divisions. Warren's third
division was to jJjoin Sheridan by way of the Boydton plank
read, In view of these developments, Humphreys was to remain
on the defengive and strengthen his position, 48

Roplying to Webb's telepram, Humphreys announced
that, according to the schedule he had worked out, his corps
wupld fall back just before daybresic, His troops would
reocoupy the rifle pits held on the morning of the 3lat. 49

Fwmphreys algo dispatched a message to Warren,
Bepides informing Warren of the orders he had received from
grmy headquarters, Humphreys wanted to kmow at what time the
¥ Corps would mareh. Humphreys prepesed to synchronize hls
movements with Warrven's. 9

Humphroys' commnication reached Warren's
headquarters at 12120 a, m, Acknowledging the message,
Warren pointed out that, at first, Meade had directed him to
withdraw immediately the V Qorps from the White {ak road

secter, Subsequently, he had been advised to attaeck the
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Rebels with twe divisions »f his V Corps, while sending a
third down the plank road to reinfores Sheridan. Celonsl
Jatmwright, with the corps artillery, was to remain on the
plank road, Jarren also expressed his bLellef that the
pesition currently occupied by Bartlett's rigade would
compel the Confederate foroe which confronted Sheridan to
withdraw before morning. 5

Since the telegraph was not functioning properly,
it wag 11:49 p. m, before Hesde's headquarters learned that
the Oravelly Hun bridge had been destroysd and it would take
considerable time to rebuild, Meade accordingly dashed off
s mesaage to Warren. He inquired about the possibility qf
using an altsrnete route to send the division to Sheridan's
support, Meade wanted to kmow if arny time could be saved Ly
sending the reinforcementa by way of the Quaker road. Afler
pointing out to Warren that time was of the essence, Heade
wrote, "Sheridan cammot maintain himself at Dimwiddie without
re-enforcemants, and yours are the only ones that can he
sent.." ‘darren was urged to, "Use every exertion to get the
Lroops L0 sae lgheridaﬁ7 ap soon as possibls', In case it
befdme nooSEsdy, Jdarren was to use both the Boydton plank

and . uaker roads to rush assistanee to Sheriden, After
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sipning the dispateh, Meade added a postseript, "If Sheridan
15 not re-anforced in time and comgelled to f£all back he will
retire by the Vaughan road®, 52

At the same tirme, Heade telegraphad Grant, Meade
informed his superior of the contents of the message which he
had sent o Yarren, Turthermore, Meade had apparently
aecapted Warren's thesis that the Confederates would fall
back during the night, He informed CGrant, "I think it iz
pessible the enemy may retire from Sheridan's front to-nlight
fearing an attack from the rear", 53

It took Meade'ls 11:45 pe m, communicatlion one hour
ang a quarter to reach farren's hemdquarters, Yhen he road
the dispatch, Warren was shocked to diseover that the Union
brass was displaying "so much solicitude for General
Sheridan’s posliion amd the neceasity of re-snforoing him
directiy®., Warren felt that Sheridan's plight mist ke
desperate if Meade were willing for the V Corps to forego its
scheduled attack on the Confederate rear to march to
Sheridants assistance, BExamining his maps, Warren discovered
that, if his troops moved to Dimviddie Court Heuse by way of
the Quaker road, as suggested Ly Meade, it would require a
march of over ten miles, Since the night was far advanced,

Yarren enloulated that, if his troeps marched via the reute
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outlined by Meade, it would be imposaivle for thenm to reaeh
Dirmriddie Court House before B a. m, By that time, the
soldizrs of the V Corps would be too late to be of any use to
Sheridan in holding Dirwiddie Court Houge,

In thoe evant that the Confederates oceupied
Dirwriddie Court Heuse, wWarren knew that a Union attack down
the Beoydton plank read would take them in the rear,
Furthermore, a movement down the plank road would sngble the
entire V Corps to march as a unit, If one division were sent
arourd by the Quaker road (as Meade proposed), it would
separate Warren's corps into three groups, 4 hard night
march, on top of the previous day's fighting, would certainly
gap the vigor of his soldieras, Warren beliewed., lccordingly,
thoy eould not be expected ta go into action with much
enthuslasm. H

In vlew of these eonsiderations, Jarren determined
to disregard Meade's suggestion. “arren would hold
Crawford?s and Criffints divigions where they were until
such time as he learned that General &res' troops had
esteblished contact with Sheridan’s cavalry, This time,
Warren theerigzed, wuould rot be wasted, beesuse Crawford's amd

Griffin's badly Jaded soldlers would be abls to get some
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neaded rost, 35

Having arrived at thiz decision, Warren (at 1:17C
2, Me) informed Meade that he believed the ploneers would
conrlate the tridge aeross Cravelly Run before his infantry
eould pessibly reach the Quaker reoad, 1If, however, he was
wrong, Warren promised to have Ayres’ division follow the
route propesed by Meade, Jarren also informed Meade that he
had heard from Captain Bernyasurd, who was in charge of the
work on the bridge. The ecaptain had reported that he thought
it would not take the pleoneers more than one hour to complete
the structurae, 56

It was sbout 10 p. me when General Ayres received
Warren's 91735 order directing him to fall back to the Boydton
plank read, Te reach the road, Ayres' division had to bgat
its way through about two milea of exesedingly difficuit
eountry and cross a hranch of Gravelly Run. By the time
that Ayres reached Mra, MPutler's, he received the order
directing him %o march his command dowm the Boydton plank
road, Lesving his soldiers to draw rations from the supply
train which they met, Avres hastensd io Warren's headquarters,
Here, Ayres was informed by Warren that Sheridan had bwen
hoard-prassed and needed asaistanes badly, It was impressed
on Ayres that he mst exert himself to pget his division to
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B3 mriddle Court House. The genaral then rejoined his command,

At 2:0%8 9. m,, darrsn recelved a mesaage from
Captain Beryaurd armouncing that the bridge was open for
traffie, Warren immediataly relayed this news to Meade and
AFTEs, -

As g00n a3 Genaral Ayres learned that Benyaurd's
detgohment had finished the bridge aeress Gravelly itun, he
put his command into motion. Cuwyn's brigade teok the lead as
the division moved down the plank road. Adcerding to Ayres,
there had been very little delay at the bridge, The plank
road was goed enough, but the fatigue of the night mar&h, in
cenjunction with yegterday's battle, had mshed the men to
the limit of their endurance. As was customary, the men
marehed for 50 mimates and then were allowed to rest for ten
mirmtes, Durling these stepsa, many of the soliiers fell
sournd asleep, To get the column moving again, "the officers
had to ugse violenge® %to got the men on their feet, By 4
o'elock, the head af Ayres' eolumn had pepstrated to within
one mile of Dirmwiddie Court House, Ayres now encountered one
of Sheridan's gtaff officurs. This officer had left Dimwlddie
Gourt House at 3420 ard was carrying a dispatch from Sheridan

to Warren. »

11
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Syreg was told by the staff officer that his eolumn
had arrived soconer than it was expeseted., TIn faet, Ayres?
division had come 2 mile too far., The alde anmvunced that
Avres should have turned into the Brocks read. If he had,
the gtaff officer renmarked, the diviasion eould have taken the
Confederates frem the rear. Ayres accordingly reversed his
lirne of mareh. Returning to the Broocks road, the head of the
divigion turned into it Jjust as dawn started to break, The
gtaf'f officer did net remain with Ayres to show him the way,
but galloped off to deliver Sheridan's mcasage to ‘arren,

Shortly after the division had atarted down the
Brpoks'nnad. Generarl Avres sighted a lone Rebel picket sitting
on & rail fernea, Spotting the apmeacthing column, the
Confederate lcaped off the fenee, mounted his horse and reode
off. Ayres halted his columnh ard threw out a strong skirmish
line, The skirmizhers were directed to feel their way towaprd
Dirwiddia Court House, Ayres belleved that if there were
any Confederates holed up in the srea between the Precks road
and the gourt house, they would osrtainly be trapped between
hles soldlers amnd Sheridan's ervalry.

-When the skiumishers had maved off, the column
regumed L1ts advance aloang the Rrooks road. Colenel Swan

recalled, "The mareh aleng the Brooks roasd was quite joyeus,
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4 glear day was bpesking, snd the éavalry bugles away to the
left ani then nearer were vlaying lively aira that told that
the eneryy had flown.,™ Near the junetion of the Adams &rd
“rocks roads, Ayres encountered Ceneral Sheridan., Wwhen Ayres
reported to Sheridan, he was direeted to mass his division
in the open fialds west of the Jjunction and let his men
prepare thelr coifee, Taking position in the designated
fields, Ayres' division rested on its arms until 2 p. n, 60
The staff offiger bearing Sharidan's message
reached Warren's headaquarters at 4150 a. m. Upen reading the
diepatoh, Warren leasrrned that Custer's division, which was
depleyed astride the Adams reoad, was guarding the aporoaches
to Dinwiddis Court Housa. Sheridan reported that the
Confedsrate main line of resistance covered the road linking
the Adams read with Fitsgerald's ford, Since Sheridan had
received an erroneous serap of informatieon indieating that
Warren had ene division at J. Boigsesu's, he miatakenly
btelieved that the ¥V Corpa was in the rear ard almost on the
flank of this Rebel battle line. Aecordingly, Sheridan
preposed to hold on te hizm position at Dirwiddie Court House,
If the Rehels moved against Custer, Sheridan wanted Warraen

to lurl the division based at J. Polsseau's against the
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Southerners' left flank and rear, Even Af the Confedarates
did mot attack, Sheridan wanted the V Corps to po over to the
offengivae. The cavalry, Sheridan promised, would co-cperate
and try to seize the read linking Adamg' plantation with
Fitegerald's ford. In case the cavalry was abls to carry out
its assigrmont, Sheridan believed that Warren ;.nuld be akle
to bag Pickett's entire command. The aggressive Sheridan had
written, “Jo mot fear my leaving hare /Dimiddie Court Houag/.
If the enemy remain I shall fight at daylight®, o

Warren was distressed to learm that Sheridan had a
mistaken impressgion of the tactigal situation, There were no
alements of the V Corps at J, Beissesu's, The clesest that
ar'w of the units of the ¥ Corps had been to J., Bolsseau's was
Ir, "cisseau's, It was a mile and one-fourth from the doctor's
to J, Boiaseau's. Furthermere, during the might, Bartlett's
trigade had been resalled from Dr, Bolsseau's. Warren kpew
A%t would be impossidle for him to carry ocut the plan of
operations sdvanced Wy Sheridan, 62

Fallowing the regeipt of Sheridan's measage, Warren
left his headguarters and returned to the White Dak read,
#ith dawn_approsching, Jarren wmrted $o give his peracnal
supervision to the movements of Crawford's amd Griffin's

divisions, 9




It was about midnight when Bartlett's brigade
avacusated its pesttion at Dr, Bolsseau's., The dark night, in
cenjunction with the narrow "wood road®, remdered murching
corditions very difficult, Almoat three bours elapsed before
the last of Bartlett's troops rejoined Criffin's division
near the White Oask road. Bartleti's seldlers were allowed
only a short rest, About 5 a, n., Oriffin received his
marehing orders. One of YWarren's staff officers rede up teo
Opiffin's command pest, and told the general "to move the
First Division with all possible dispateh, via the J,
Boissem house, and report to General Sheridan®, Oriffin
immediately alerted his three Lrigade commanders to hold
their units ready to move, &

Since the Confederates were known to be occupying
in force the fortifloations coverlng the junction of the
Claiborne and White Oak roads, the V Corps officers thought
it would be noceEsary to exercise a great degree of caution
in oxecuting the shif't to the left, To sereen his division's
withdrawal from the rifle pits covering the White Oak road,
Oriffin directed General OGregory te have his plokets remain
in pogltiem After the division had moved out, the pilcokets
would be recalled and fall in behind Bartlett's brigade, O

35




Chanmberlaints brigade took the lzad when (riffints
division took up the march, At thia hour, General arren did
rnt know that Plcketi's task foree was falllng back on Five
Forks, 3¢ far as darren¥s information went, he expected to
meet the Retela mear J, RBolsaseau's, They had been there, he
knew, as late as midnight, Sheridem, in hi® 3 a. m. dispateh
from Dinwlddie Court House, had distinctly informed Warren
that the Corfedsrates ware gtill there, and that the V lerps'
advance would take them on their flank and rear. Not knowing
when he might encounter the foe, Griffin had Chamberlain’s
trigade advance in line of battle, Under the impression that
he would probably atrike the Confederatea befere he reached J.
Deisgeau's, Chamberlain meved with great care, OGOregoryts amd
Partlett's brigades swung along in columm hy battaliens
behind Chamberlain's, Oriffin’s line of march led waestward
across the fields south of the White Osk road. Whan
Chamberlain’s soldlers reached the Crump road, they wheeled
to the laft, the Crump road new served as Griffin's lime of
advance, 6

Since thero was a distinet poseibility of a
Confederate- countorstroke, ‘arren had te be extremsly esreful

when it came to withdrawing Crawferd's division, To cover
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hiz retrogressive movenent, Crawford formed hls division for
battle, Coulter's tarigade took position on the laft; Baxter's
brigade held the center; while Kelleoppg's troops watched the
richt. Baxter's troops were the last te retire. The 39th
Maggachusetta, deployed ag skirmishers, covered Baxter's
withdrawal., Yarren accompanied Barxter's command antil he
became convinced that the Rebels had mo motion of following
the V Corps. Hesides watehing the eneny, the 39th
Magsachusetis helped to check straggling.

Both Coulter's and Baxter's brigedes marched in
line of battle, Kellogg, whe held the post of danger, had
his command move In colnmn Yy regiments. Tn the event of a
cox;federate atiack, Kellogg ocould quickly deploy his soldiers
to the right and rear. Afisr detaching a strong feres of
skirmishars to kesp the Rebels ocoupled, Crawford's division
marched off toward the west,

Ax soon as the division was well on its way, the
of ficers in charpe of the skirmishers reassembled their men,
They then hastered off 4o rejoin their units. The
Confederates, howsver, made no effort to follow the V Cerps. 67

Loanaral Warren's escort, after the departurs of the

corps, retired aleng the "woed rend® toward the plank road,
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The cavalrymen had the task of turming back any men or supply

wagons that had mot received information regarding the ¥V
Corps! withdrawal from the ‘hite Oak road, "

Warren renained with Crawford until after the head
of the divisien had turned into the Crump read, Comvinced by
this tine that he had been successful in his efforts to
disengage bls corps, Warren left Crawford. Accompanied hy
his stalf, Warren rode forward and Joined Criffin, It was &
1ittle after 9 a. m. wren Warren reached Griffin's command
posat, 68

At J. Buisseau's, (riffin's vanguard encountered
Devin's cavelry division, which was advaneing up the Adams
road. It was abtout 7 a, m, when Criifin's troops established
contact with Sheridan’sz cavalry. OGriffin stopped his
dlvlsion end reported i; General Sheridan as directed.

Sheridan ordered Criffis to halt his troops, mass them, and

cawdit fwprther ordera. Tha bowdies of the men and the horaes

3.1led in yesterday's fighting were scattered about the area,
A =oldier in the 118th Pemnsylvania reaalled that, as the
eolumn cane to s halt:

—.  General Sheridan and hias staff

emerged from s neighboring wood, His

appearance had not bacome familiagr to the
soldiers of the Sth Corps, mor had they




yot been impressed wlth that persongl

nagnetism whichy rouged all figzéing men

with whom he ecame in contact.

wWhen Sheridan rede up, he asked Chamberlain where
Yarren waz, To this inquiry, Choamberliain replied that he
thought farren waz at the rear of the cclum,

“That's Just where 1 should expect him to belY,
gaid Sheridan, {Warren's reagon for being at the rear while
disengaging his corps has already been discussed.) The
imputation cast on Jarren's valor by tilda remsrk to one of
Warren's subordinesies could net be considered productive of
pgood diacdpline, even Af there had been a shadow of truth in
it. The officers and men of the V Corps, however, knew
diffemntly. "Jarren wus never the one to be in the rear
when there was a fight godng en., Vvhen amyorne wanted te find
him durdng a battle, they had to go to the fromt 1lne to do
it,m 70

Oriffin, An accordencs with Sheridan’s instructions,
massed hin division aeross the Adams rosd, ons-half milas
south of J. BoAsgeau's. VWhen Warren joined Griffin, he
leprned that Ayres' division was concentrated about three.
quarters of a mile belew Griffin's, near J. M. Brook's,
Crowford's soldiers resched J, Rolsseau's shortly after Warren,
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The division halted, ard Crawford allewed hiz men to orepare
thelr breakfast and rest, 72
While Warren was conversing with Griffin and

waiting for instruetions from Sheridan, a staff officer rode
up, The aide harded Yarren g message signed b Chield of
Staff Jevb. Glanecing at the dispatch, Yarren lesrned that,
as swon as the V Corps rendemvoused with the eavalry, he was
to report to Sheridan for orders. Furthermore, General HeaQe
wanted #“arren to submit a progress report, It was s little
vefore 9130 when this cormmunication was delivered to warren, 72
Genaeral Yebb had sigped this order at 6 a, m. At
the same time, Meade had sent a telegram to Orant, Meade had
conlcludad his mesgage with these worda, "Warren will be at or
near Mimwiddie soon with his whole corps and will requirs
furthoy orders,” 73
In the abaenoe of evldenee to the eontrary, thesse
dispatehes indicate that Ceneral Warren was responeille to
Meade up until & o'clock en April 1, Up until then, Jarren
"had met the intentlons and expectations of his comuanding
officer, nnd had even exgeecded, or anticipated them®, Twn
divisions of the V Corps raported to Sheridan by or before 7
a; m, == tWo and one-half hours hefore the reeeipt of Webbls

& o'clock communication, 7
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Warren immediately moved to comply with feade's
request, He roeported that the V Corps had crossed Uravelly
oun and way massed at J. Boisseauts., Warren pointed out that,
while he hadn't met Sheridan "personally”, Griffin had spokan
with the cavalry leader. Delighted by his success in
disengaging his ¢orps, Jarren informed headquariters, "The
enamy did not follow with a single man when we laft the White
Qak troad this morning®, Warren alse breached the subject of
re-victualing his commard, He helisved that his troops could
dragw rations by way of the Boydton plank road, 75

Warren's failure to report directly to Sherildan
might have been a contributing factor to his relief later in
the day, Colonel Porter wog "positive that this delay in
reperting was very amoying to Sheridan™, Several aother
cormentators also subscribed 4o this view, In fact, after
resting for essveral hours, it seems to have ocourred to
Yarren that 1t might be a good ides to have an interview with
Sheridan, About 1l a, m., when he finally contaocted the
eavalry leader, WYarren pronounged his manner "friendly and
cordial®, At thia time, Sheridan was dismounted. After the
two officors had conversed for g fow misutes, Sheridan called
for hia horse and rode off toward tha fremt, Following

Sheridan's departure, JYarren rejoined his comwmand. 76
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Exsapt for a daring coup earried out by three
members of the 16th Michigan, the seldiers of the V Corps
avent a quiet morning, Not knowing that the V Corps had been
withdrawn fyom the Mite Oak road, the thres Miehiganders
passed ta the west of the II Cerps’ picket line. The
soldiers plammed te rejoln their regiment, which was assigned
to Bartlett's btrigade., Encountering a captain and 14 men of
the 16th Nerth Carolina Cavalry Battalion, the Yankees foreed
the Sountherners to surrernder. Acscompanied by their prisoners,
the blueccats rejoined their regiment south of J. Bolsaeau's, 7

Fallowing the receipt of Meade's directive
org!ering the IT Corps to fall back and ceeupy the
fortifiaontions covering the Beydion plank read, Humphreys
drafted an order calculated to implement his superierts
decigicn, The rotrogresgive movement was to begin on the
right by Hays! and YMott's divisions, These two units were
schaduled to retire at 3130 a, m, Hays' division on the -
extreme right would cocupy 2 line exterding from Armatrong's
Mill to the Taylor houge; Mptt's command in the center was to
hold the rifle plts beiween the Taylor amd Rainay houses.
Ceneral Miles' division on the laft was to fall back into the

trenchas covering the Beyvton plank road. MHiles' left flank
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would rest on Cravelly Run, while ﬁis right flanle held "the
return”. This dispatch went out from corps hwadouarters st
1130 70 ma 10

At the stipulated hour, Colonel Olmsted (whose
brigede had been shifted to the left on the previous
afternoon to occeupy the rifle pits vacated by Pearcols froopa’
mustered his command, By € o'clock, Olmsted!s had reported
to General Hays, The division commander had Olmsted's
saldiers rescoupy the trenches on the left of Molvor's
brigade, which they had formerly held, 9

Throughout the morning and early afternmoon, }ia;y'a'
division toock it sasy, At this time, Hays had iwo Trigades w.
MeIvor's and Olmsted!s - in the trenchea, and one in regerve,
Smyth's, About 2 p. m., Hays issued instmetions for Melvor
and Tlmsted to gsee if thay could advance their lines cloger
to the Confederate main line of resistance. Covered by n
strong skirmish line, the two brigades pressed forward, The
Confederate outposts were easily driven in, All told, the
Yankees advanced their line abeut 300 yards, Or the right,
feIvor's brigade was in eontaet with the XXIV Corps on the

oagt glde of Hatecher's Run, 7p seoure their gains, Melvor's
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and Olmstedts treeps quickly threw up a new line of earthwerks,
Smyth'a brigade soved up and ocouplied the trenches recently
vacated Ly Olmsted's troops. The grourd gained by Hayas!
tlueclada on the afternsen of the lst would be used by the
division as its jumping off peint when it moved against Fort
Powell, The atitack on this stronghold was scheduled for &
a, m, on the 2d, 8o

Yott!'s division returned without any incident
worthy of mote to the poaition which it had held on the
previons morning, Upon rececupying the btreastworks between
the Rainoy and Taylor houses, Mottt placed MeAllister's and
Pearce's troops in the rifle pits; De Trobriand's Lrigade was
pasted in reserve, 81

Miles started pulling hls troops baask from the
ground which they had aeized near the White Oaks road at
3130 a, m., The Confederates made no offort to harass Miles?
infantrymen as they retired, Acoordingly, the withdrawal
want off ag gcheduled, “hen he reached thse Boydton plank
road, Miles pliced Seott's brigatde on the left, Scott, who
would protect the II Corps' left flank, rested hiz left on

Gravelly Run, General Ramsey's twrigade held the rifle pita




an the right of Scott's eocmmand, The brigade commanded by
General Madill held "the return” en the right of Ramsey's
btluecoats, Madill's right flank was in eontact with
HeAllister's left at the Rainey house, [Hiles' ather brigade,
Tugent's, was held in reserve, During the day, Mugent's
commars! was ¢zlled upon to furnish large fatigue details for
work on the fnrt:ii‘ications. Bz

Not wishing to waste the day completely, Miles maw
that his men were supbplisd with rationg and ammnition, In
addition, the Iripgade commanders were directed to inspact
their units to insure that their men's arms amnd acmﬁ'ements
were in order, &3

“iith the oxception of one battery, the 1T Lorps!
artillery was not engaged on the lst, Shortly after darbreak,
the cannensers of Battery B, lst Rhede Island which was in
position at the Crow hougs, opened fire on Fort Powell, The
Rebels replied, After a short duel, the artillery fell
silent, Daring the late afterncon, Battery B, lat New Jergey
wae again placed in battery near the Ralney house. Since an
uneasy quiet had settled over Huuphreya' sector, the V Corps’
grtillsr;g._which was temporarily attached to the II Corpa,

rematned parked throughout the day, oF
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Ty the avening of the 31st, the last of the trains
belonging to the Army of the Potomae had ¢ressed Rowanbty
Creek, As soon as the lezst wagon had reached the west bank
of thea areek, Cenersl Mackengie relayed this informetion to
General Moade, At the sm;ne time, Mackenzie requestaed a Iresh
assigrment,, 85

When Crant learned that Mackenzie's division was
leoking for work, he ordered Ord to semd the unit te
Dirwiddie Court House. 86 Upon the regeipt of Grantta
telsgram, Ord issued instruections for Mackenzie "to get off
as scon in the morning as possible*, 87 Orant wzs not
satisfied with this move on Ord's part. A terse mssoage went
out under Orant's sipnature, "I want Mackenszis to go te-night.
It may be too late to-morrow morning.” 88 grant also informed
Meade of hisz plans to rush Mackensmie to Sheridan's assistance, 89

T4 wos too late, howoaver, Lo ghange Mrckensie's
orders, Aeccordingly. Mackensle's dlvision did not gel under
way until esrly on the morning of the l=st, Tt wes about 3:30
otslock when Mackenple's troopers broke camp and erossed
Rowanty Creeck., Marching by way of the Honk's Neok and Vaughan
reads, the-haprd.riding troopsrs headed for Dimwiddis Court
90

Houvae,
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THE BATTLE QF FIVE TORKS

Part ViI

The Battle

A 1ittle before 10 p. m, on the 3lat, General
Pickatt received an important piece of news from General
“unford, The cavalry officer's scouts had captured two
seldiers from Warren's familiar V Corps. These infantrymen
belengaed to Bartlett's trigade, which had pushed southwestward
from the White Dak road and occoupied the high ground at Dr,
Boisseau's, The position held b this Federal unit was north
of Gravelly Run and on the left ond rear of Pickett's task
forea, Yt is uncertain whether Pickett knew the exact
location of Bartlett's command. Nevertheless, the general
decided that it would be ursfise feor his troope te try te hold
the ground gained in the dgy's fighting.

Acooprding to Fite lae, Plckett belleved that
Bartlett's btrigade was spearheading an advance of the eatire
V Corpa, Pickett had already determined that Sheridan's
cavalry held Dimwiddie Court House in force, Now, to make

matters worse, he knew that the Union leaders were rushing




infantry to sSheridan's assigtance. Confronted by this
3itusti-n, Pickett felt that he should not oxpose his force
neadlessly, It was relier, he concluded, to take positlion
where he could digaeharge his orineipal duty, 'hich was to
afford protection tr the right flank of the Army of Northern
Virginia and the approaches to the Southside Railroad, *
Congequently, orders were issued for the task force
to pull back. The withdrawal was slated to start at % a, n,,
and would follow the line of the previous day's advance. Py
the hour fixed £ the return march, it was appsrent tq
Fickett and hiz officers that their left was beihg threatened
by another Undon column {Ayrss' divisien) pushing down the
Boydton plank road. As g result of the usual delays
agsociated with breaking camp, it was daybreak {sbout 5 a, m,)
before the last of Plokett's five infantry brigades (Corse's)
bepan to slog morthward threugh the smd, General Manford's
troopers covered the rear of Pickett's retreating column. At
the same time, Reoney lee's and Rosger's divizions recrossed
Chamberlain's Bed, and returned to Vive Forks by way af Iiitle
Five Forks. 2
—Sheridants vanguard (Custer's division) nipped st

the heala of the retreating columm, FEven though the Federals




failed to attack, ther always rewmained in sight or close
anough to know what was transpiring. Sheridan, however,
neither tried to force & fight nor to cut off the Raebel
gung and traine which had started for Five Forks at 2 a. m.

The artillery had an uneventful march through the
spring mud and by sunrise was parked on the ground it had
oecupiod before yesterday's engagement. Hungry gunners,
finding ro rationa, had to rob thelr horses of some of the
sanimels' corn. Parched over the fire, the corn constituted
the artiideristst breakfast. Plokett probably fared no
better. Fven se, he brought haak all his wounded, and his
rear guard (Munford's division) watched Sheridan's movements
¢logely. The Federals, Plokett soncluded, st the moment did
net aim to turn his pight flank, Instead, they appesred to
want to push a force between his task force and Andersonts
corps on his left, Subsequeontly, Pickett recalled "that he
sent lee a telegram to this effect and asked that z diveraion
boe made to prevent his isolation,® b

When the infantry reached Five Forks during the
fopenoon, Plckett sent his wagons across Hatcher's Run, He
- would alershave deployed his task fores on the nerth bank of

the strean, Plcokett recalled, had he not received a telegram




from Lee urging him to, "Hold Five Ferks at all hazards.
Protest road to Ford's Depot and prevent Union forees from
striling the Scuthside Rallroad. Regret exceedingly your
foreed withdrawal, and your inability to hold the advantape
you had gained,"

This megsage was, in a =enge, Justifieation for the
ecurse Plckett had pursued: Ise recogniged that the
withdrawel had been forced. AL the same time, the telegram
from GHQ forbade a farther retreat, for ccmpelling reasons.
If Five Forks were gbandoned and the Federals were able to
reach the Scuthside Rallrcad and cut the wagon roads leading
to the west along the south bank of the Appomattex, all woeuld
be logt., Again, il Pickett's itsak force gave up Five Forkas,
the mmerically superior Unloniasts would be able to pass to
the westward aleong the White Oak road, airele the headwaters
ef Hatahar.'s Run, and turn the Confederate right flamk, The
position at FPive Forks was weak, in itself; but, atrategleally,
it was the noat inportan‘t. on that sector of the frent, It
simply had to be defarded,

Plckett obediantly halted at Five Forks, He wrete
éubsequen;i} that he amssumed his tslegraz eoncerning his

withdrawal had boeen received at army headquarters,




Accordingly. Plckett believed that Lee, in addition to making
a diversion in his favor, would semd hinm reinfercements,
Operatling on these assumptions, Pickett "may not have been
vigilant or careful in denloying his troops to meet posalble
attaeck that day¥, 6

The general poated PFooney Iee's oavalry division on
the right, along the west beundar: of Gillism's field, Om
hiz left, Plckett nlaced a regiment of Manford's mounted
division - the £8th Virginia Cavalry. This unit was to
maintain contaet with PBrigadier General willlam P. Roberts!
under strength brigade, Roberts' comuand picketed the area
between Pickett!s left ard the Confederate fortifications
eovering the junction of the Claiborne and wWhite Oak rosads.
Raberts' ireopers were stout fighters but, like moat of the
Conf'ederate organizations, the brigade had an acute shortage
of experieneed fleld officers. A stronger twigade should
have been given this assignment, 7

The Confederate main line of resistance covering
Five Forks was held by the five 1nfant:y brigades of Plckett'a
task force. QGenersl Ransom's North Carolina brigade of
Jotnsen® s division waa posted on the left. Te afford

protection to his left flank whioh waa resting in the air,




Ransom refused it, Ceneral :allagse's South Carolina lrigade
Joined Ransom on the right. Next, and extending as far west
as Five Forks, was 3teuwart's bripgade., To Steuwart's right was
Mayols oommand, Beyond Mayo, as the right flank element, was
Corse's btrigade., Corsze's, Meyo's, and Steuart's brigades
hailed from Virginia. Twe of these three units (Mayo's and
Steuart's) had been with Pickett at Gottysburg. °

Except for the refused left flank, Plckett's main
Iine »f resistance paralleled the White Cak road, The
frontage held was about one mile and thres—quarters in length,
Te strengthen their pegition, the Confederate offlieers had
their men dig in, Pegram's six guns were plaeed along the
line wherever the cannoneers gould find flelds of fire in the
wooded countryside., Three of Pegram's pleass were unlimberad
on Corae's right; the remalimder were placed in baittery at
Five Forka, The four guns manned by the cannonears of
Captain Willdam M, Mclregor's Batiery wers asent tc Ueneral
Ransom, 7

The remsining units of Munford's division were
stationed along the Ford's Churech Road, which led northward
to the raiirvad., Rosser's divisien, which would constitute

Piekett's gtrategle reserve, was posted nerth of Hatcher's




Pun. In addition, Hosser's trospers would wateh the train,
His division had been given thls assigrment, Rosser reealled,
baesnse the sora-baaked, hard-ridden horses needed attention,

Many years lzter, at Warren's court martdal, Fitz
lee gxXplained why the Confederates had wmade thelr dispositions
along the White Qalt road with less care than usual. lee
recalled:

When we moved towardes Fiye Forks,

hearing nothing more of .., [darren'g/

infantry'as move which we had heard of

the night beforea, I thought that the

movenments juat there, {or the time being,

weara suspended, and we were not expecting

any attack that afterncon, so far ag I

know, Our throwing up works and taking

paaition were sirmly ﬁmral matiers of

military proagution,

Fitz Lee believed that his 4troepers and Plokett's
infantry could handle any thrast by Sheridants cavalry, If
the Undon infantry laft their limes to support Sheridan, then
a gorrespending foree from Andersen's corps would be rushed

to Five Forks, BSuch was the reascning of ¥Fite lee as well as
12

of Plokett,

Either Fitz Lee amd Pickett ware igmorant of the
detalls of the bhattle of White Qak road, or they failed to
realize its significance, Anderson's corus was reduced Yy

the losses suffered in the bitter fighting on the 3lat, and




two of its four Srigades vere already serving with Plokett,
It was in mo ocondition to render any further assiatance to
the foreces on its right. Apparently, however, neither Fitz
lee nor Plokett realized this. Alsng with the rest cf the
Aymy =f Horthern Virginia, they cherlahed the general
velief -~ a belief which helpad to create a special gsprit de
sorng ~- that Lese someheow ecould sontrive te achieve the
"impessible®, even theugh, in this case, the line was
stretched to the breaking point. 12

The good showing made by his infantry in the batile
of “vhitae Oak read on the 3lst had not deceived Ceneral lee,
He realirzed on the morning of the 1st that the situatlion was
growing inareasingly prave, even though his troops still
grimly held the Petersburg lines. When he addreased a lstter
te Preaident Jefferson Dovisg, iee explained that when the
Fedarals had oxtended their lines to Dimriddie Court Housae,
it had eut the Army of Northern Virginia off from the depot
at Stony Creelkt, The general reminded the Fresident that the
faraga for the army's eavalry had formerly been delivered to
that point,

Furtherrore, it would now bae more diffioult to give




up Petersburg, betause ‘heridan's rapid advance had deprived
lee of the use of the ‘hite Oak road, Trem his position at
Dimwiddie Court House, Sheridan could sweep arcund leets
right flanic and cut both the Southside and the Richmond and
Darville Hailroads, "Thiz", in lee's opinion, ~bliged the
Confederates "to prepare for the necessity of evacuating ...
[Eheiﬁ? position on the James River at once, and alsoc to
considar the best msans of accomplishing it, and our future
gourse,” There was no longer any hope, lae left Dewis to
infey, that time remained for & slow removal of supplies from
Richmond, He would like to have the President's views on the
mbjeet, Ise concluded, The general, however, faelt that the
attuation was so dark that his contimied pregence at
Petersburg was necessary. If either the President or
Searetary of Yar Breckinridge could come to Petersburg for a
eonference, lLese would be happy. &
Shortly after lee had drafted this message, he
regolved the measage from Pickett telling of the forced
withdrawal from the viecinity of Dimwlddie Court House., This
was bad news, Looking at his map, Lea saw that it was only
seven and one-half miles from Dimwiddie Court House to the

Southside Raillresd, If the railroad were to be saved,




Piokett could not afford to give ground. Lee accordingly
sent hia, "Hold Five Forks at all hazards" communication to
Pickatt, 5

The one orosscet of saving a desperate situation
contimied to be the possibillity that Grant might blunder and
axpoge hig "army groun' to a Confederate counterstroke, Iee
accordingly proceeded to strangthen his position as far as
mragticable with artillery. He acted on the eound principle
that this was the first sssential to going over to the
offensive in oase Urant made a mistake. 16

Brigadier Genaral William N. Pendleton, lese's ohlef
of’ artillsry, was ordered to transfer to the Petersturg lines
a part of the regerve artillery. Seven guns belonging to
Lieutenant Colonel Willdiam T, Poague's battalion which had
Leen held in reserve near the Howlett line wera transferred
to the Petersiurg front, These puna were parked behind the
sector held by Gordon's Cerps. 17

At thia time, Cordon's soldliers were very cloase to
the treaking peint, inasmach as more than one-half of them

had to be contirmously on duty. 18

Beyond Oordon's right flamk, A. P. Hill, who had

returned that morning from an uncomploted gick leave, resumed
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leaderghip of a ecorps that was 1little more than a shadow of
itself. All of Gordon's troops, plug that part of Hill's
sorpe east of Armstreng's Mill, now numbered anly about
11,000 strong. Thay cooupted «— it could not be aasid they
held ~~ fully 11 miles of front, from the Appomzsttox to
Hatgher's Run, 17

lee knew that this attemustion of Mis line was &
deggperate gamble with ruin, espeeially azt 2 time when Plckett
wag rotreating. To make matters worse, Confaederate patrols
mow captured treops belenging to the XXIV Corps. This was
the first definite information that lee had received that at
least a part of the Army of the James had slipped awny from
longstreet and crogsed the James River, lLee waz gquick to act
on this infermation. The general reasoned that, 4if the XV
Corps had reinforced the Army of the Potomac in front of
Poatersburg, and 5o other units had taken its place, then
longstreet oould go over to the attack ard foree Urant to
tranafer troops back to the morthside, If, however,
loangatreet did not fesl he could successfully launch an
agaagalt, he could dispateh part of hia corps to strengthen
the Petersturg front. A telsgram presenting these
alternatives toc lengstreet left lae's headdquarters on the




2
morning of the lst, 0

Having completed his morning's business at army
headquarters, lLee rede over to Anderson's gcommand post, The
gemaral wanted to pet a first.hand view of operations in that
sactor, Reaching the front, Lese learned that the Federals
had "disappeared from the vieinity of the ‘“hite Oak read",
Sgouts semt out by General Johnson had returned wlth the
informatien that the Yankees hnd moved to the weat, in the
diragtion of Senersl Plekett!s front. So far as the records
ashow, Les heard nothing mere from Plckett, 2

While waiting at Anderason's headequarters, lee
regeived a telegranm from Longstreet, "0ld Pete”, replying to
lae'a earlier commnication, ammwunced that Colonal Robert
Ould had told him that the Union troeps remaining nerth of
the James were Negroes., At this very mimte .. Longatreet
abserved, his scouts were trying to verify this information,
5inee he believed the Unlon gunmboats would frustrate any
affensive astivities which hiz corps might urdertsake,
longstreet thought it would be better if he used the troope
that eould be spared to reinferce the Southside. 2%

“Angworing longstrest's tolegram, lLee directed "0ld

Pate® to get ready to rush itPoopas to Petersiurg in caae the
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acouts were able to sonfirm Colonel Ould's repert.,

Later in the dav, lee learned that General Reberts!
trigade had captured several Unlon cavalrymen, Searching the
prisonera, the Confederates found they had letters in their
saddlebegs which i1dentified them as beleonging to ths 1ith
Permsylvania Cavalry, a unit assigned to the division led by
General Kautz, (At this time, the cavalry division formerly
led by Kautg was commanded by Muckenzie,) Consequently, lee
fired off a wire to lengstrest aslkdng him te ascertein what
mounted nnita were on the northaide. longstreat gent Jary's
trigade to investigate, "0ld Pete"'s theary was “that
Gemeral Sheridan msy have taken Kautz's cavalry, as they were
fresh, and left n portion of his own in their place®.
{Lonmgutroot was wrong in his contention, All of Sheridan's
corps had orossed the Jamwes on the night of March 26.) 23

In &dditi.an- to the smg overconfidenpa of Fitz lee
and Plokett, and their lack of understanding of the dread
immediney of the arisis, anothar factor entered the pietura,
it is probable that the third conaideration, a very human one,
led Fite lee and Plokett to agsume that "general precaution®
suf'ficed,

Bafore teing recalled to Five Forke, Ueneral Rosser
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had spent a day on the Nottoway River. The shad had been
runming in the strean, With a barrowed seine, the young
genaral had made a fine eateh, 3Seme of these he had placed
in his headquarters ambulance and hrought with him to Five
Forks, As soon as Hosser was ordered o past his division
north of Hateher's Run, he arranged to have the fish c¢leaned
and split. Next, the shad were placed on stickas in {rent of

a brigk fire. 24

Agsured "that this would provide a meal delectable
at any time amd inoredible in the hungry days of bone-gnawing
war", Rosmer invited Piokett and Fitz Loe to the shadebake,
Hurgry and probably half wet, Piokett gratefully accepted,

He promized to join his host at the designated place in ene
hour, Fitz Ise, with equal satisfaotion, slse Abcapted.
Neithep ganeral lest eny time in preparing to keep his
appointment, 25

It was after 2 o'slock when Fits lee swung into his
saddle, But before the general started for the shad-bske,
General Manford galloped up on a foam-flecked horse and
hamded lee a dispateh from lieutenant Wythe B, Uraham of the
8th Virgigig Cavalry, (The lieutenant's unit had been given

the task of maintalming contact between the left flank of
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Pickett's main line of resistance and Hoberts' brigade.)
igoording to Grahem's story, Roberts!' brigade had been
attacked ard overpowered by the Yankeas (Mackensis's division)
east of Five Forks, Roberts' brigade had been shattered by
this onslaught. Some of the North Caroiinians had been
driven back on Anderson's lines guarding the junctien of the
Claiborne and white Oak rsads; the rest had fled westward and
sarried the tidings of the disaster to Graham's unit. 2
1f this information were correct, then Sheridan had
reached the White Cak road and had severed the direot line of
communioation between Piakettfs task foroe ard Anderson’s
corps., The "isolation" dresded by Pickett was a reality.
Reinforeementa, if sent to him, would have to cut their way
through a Unjon roadbleock. 27
Fitz loe was either "impatiently hungry eor
uncritically askeptiosl". He read the dispatch and remarked,
"Jell, Munford, I wish you would go cover in persen at once
and see what this means and, il neceseary, order up your
Division and let me hear from you," With that, the chief ef
cavalry rode off, Shortly thereafter, Manford saw Fite loe
and Pickett ridimg up the Ford's Church road together toward

Hateher's Run, At this time, Munford knew nothing of the two
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mzjor generzls' destination or of their reason for being
togather. 28

The unammmsd departure of the two senior
officars for 2 peint approximately one and one-fourth miles
from the front left Rocney lee in charge of operations,
Rooney los, however, was far ocut on the right and had
received no word that his senlors had left the fleld,
Furthermors, Rooney Lee probably had not been told of the
elash on the left, in whieh the Union cavalry hsd routed
Roberts' brigade, The senlior among the cavalrymen facing the
"foa who had struck Roberts‘ North Carolindans was Manford,
Stnee Fitz loe had been aneting as chief of cavalry, Munford
had been in dharge of ths Flret Divisien. The lnfantry, in
the absenca of Pickett, had "Maryland" Stenart as their
cormander., Colonel Pegram wis the ranidng artillerist on the

fiela, 29
None of these men (Rooney Lae, Munford, Steuart, or

Pogran) knew that Pickett and Mite Lee had ridden to the rear,
The shad-bake was & soclal secret, Since the food was
abandant, the affair was slow and deliberate, as every fesst
should be, If there was "something to drink", it probably

wag not shunned, Hany of the ¢ivil War officers did not
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hegitate to indulge even in the presence of the enemy. If
the three gencrals (Pickett, Fitz Lee, arxi Rosger) preceded
or fallowed thelr dimner with a Iittle whiskey or brandy,
there was mo evidence, then or thereafter, that any of the
tric was inehbriated, 30

The time sglipped by "pleasurably®, while the
generals were atill picking the bones from the broiled shad,
two pickets dashed up. Reporting to the high raniing
officers, thay announced that the Yankees were advanoing on
all the roads that the task foroe was guarding. Roaser
recalled:

These reperts were made te Pickett

and to Lee and as the nogition at Five

Forks was considered aa well chogen and

atrong tut little attention was given to

the enemy's advance, I was suffering

frem my wourxl end as T was not

immedistaly in command of the pickets I

toek no atepa to reinforee them, Indaed

the pickets were a part of ..., /[Genera

MWapfordta command and I, veporting diraegt

w Geneoral lee, and a3 he wis present,

felt little or no concorn about them,

Perhaps Roaser and his feasting comrades wers the
leas eoncerned aver the pickets' reports because there had not
baen any sound of aetien fyom the fronk; the Federals

evidently were approaching but were not attacking. The
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officers at the frent could be expeectad to cope with any
small seale actions that might flsre up. X

Shortly after 4 o'elock, Pickett agkod losser for a
courier to take a message te Five Ferks., Cbligingly, Rosser
offered two, one of whom, according ic Rogser's rule, would
ride ahead of but in sight of the second. Plokett drafted
his dispateh ardd gave 3t to one of the ocourders, They
atarted down the Ford's Church read, Deubtless, the
convarsation arpund Roaser's hospitable fire was resuned,
Soon there came from south of the run = urst of rifle fire,
In plain view, on the other side of the stream, the genarals
saw the leading courler captured by the Federals. At the
same moment, s bluecoated battle line swept toward the Ford's
Church road, 2

On the night of the Jlst, Ueneral Sheridan's
headquarters were at Dimwlddie Court House, when Sheridan
received word that the V Corps would report to him, he was
told that Warren®s troeps were in position near S. Dabneyts,
looking at his maps, Sheridan asaw that 5. Dabney's was in the
angle formed by the Boydton plank and White Osk roads,
Sheridan was of the opinien that if Warren had moved

according to Grant's axpsstation, "there would appear to have




been tut little chance for the escape” of Pickett's infantiy
whieh was deploysd in front of Dinwiddie Court Houge,
heeordingly, Sheridan, at 3 a., m,, dispatched his, "I am
holding Ain front of Dimwiddie Court House" memsage to “arren,

In antieipation of a regumpticn of the fighting on
the 1lst, Custer's troopers had glept on thelr arms, CQuster's
division was posted on the high grourmxd about three-quarters
of a mlle porth of Dimwiddie Court Houge. About the time
that the first streaks of dawn were appeasring on the sastern
borizon, Custer's scouts dlscovered that the Confaderates,
under the caver of darimness, had retired from the Federala!
immediate front. Custer lmmediately commnicated this
information ta Sheridan, ko Upon the recelpt of this
important intelligence, the cavalry leader oalled for Oeneral
Merritt, Sheridan direeted Merritt to follow the retreating
Rebels with Custer's and Devinia divisione. 5

At thias time, only two of Custerls brigades
{Capehart's and Penmington's) were on the field. Vells!
trigade was guarding the wagen tradn, which had parked for
the pight near the Junetion of the Vaupghan snd Monk's Hmck
roads, A staff officer was sent thundering off with

instructions for Wells te rejsin the division, COuater led

19

23




his men up the Adams read, At the jJunction of the idams and
Procks roadas, Custer encountered Ayres' vanguard, So far,
Custer's advance had been unopposed, In his "After Action
Report®, Sheridan attributed the rapid Confaederate retreat in
part to the advances of Ayres' division. 36

Following the appearance of Ayres' column, Merriti
determined to uss Custer's divisicn to turn the Confederate
right. 3Since the countryside wapt of the Dinviddie road was
unmited for mounted operations, Meryitt had Custer dismount
and deploy his troopers into line of battle, Penndngton's
brigade wag formed on the right and Capehart’s on the left,
“hen Custer gave the word, his treops moved forward through
ths woods, The left flanic of Capehart's trigade guided its
movement at firat on Chamberlain's Bed ard later on, Bear
Guamp. 37

Only a few Confederates {(mostly stragglers) were
oncountersd by Custer's eavalrymen as they swept shead, On
the extreme l=ft of Custer'za battle line, the men of
Capehartt's brigade encountered a Confederate patrol gaarding
the place where the Scott road crossed Bear Swamp. After a
brief stahd} the greyelads best a hasty retreat. The pdvance

was then renewed and Custer’s troops were sble io penetrate
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to within several hundred yards of the Hhite Qak road before
again encountering any oppoesition, This time, however, the
aggressive Custer decided not to attack, It was apparent to
(uster and his men that any farther advance would be bitterly
contested, Reconmeliterlng the Confederate sosxition, Custer
reported:

The enenxy had evidently resolved to

capome our farther advance with the

greatest determination, Heavy lines of

earth-works wers disgoversd, extending

for miles factyslly, abtout one and three.

quarters =d in either direotion along

our frent., In advance of these were

gtrong barricades of rails, legs, and

other obatructions, Lvery point seemsd

to be strongéy maymed with infantry and

artillery,

To test the strength of the Confederate nosition,
Cus@er'ordered his brigade commanders to send out combat
patrols. Plekett's grim infantry easily beat off the sharp
gorties launched by these patrols., Rebuffed in hig of forts
to find a soft spot in Plokett's main line of resistance,
Cugter ordered his meon to suspend the attack but to hold the
ground gained, »

Caneral Devin's trospers had ridden out of their
Crump'8 Farm sncampment at an early hour, The division

fellowed Custer's troopers up the Adams road. ‘“hen Merritt




ordered Custer to move acrosg country, he directed Devin to
march up the DMinwlddie road ard receccupy his old nosition at

J, Boigaseau¥s., At J, Poisggsesu'’s, Devin encountered General

Griffin's vanguard, ko

~hen the ~osition at J, Boeisseau's had been sscured,
Devin led his troopers on toward Five Forks. Devin's advance
brigade, Colopel Stagg's, was fired on as it prepared to fard
Chamberlain’sz Bed, Scouts were thrown out., They soon
returned with the information that Confederats infantry was
watehing the oroasing and the position ceuld not "be taken
without a hard fight", Devin accordingly dirested Celonel
Pitashugh to dismount his brigades, Fitzhugh's troopers wers
to wada the ereek, When Fitehugh gave the word, his bluneelads
stormed across the creek, Despite the galling fire of the
Confederates, the dismounted troopers ware abtle to carve out
a bridgehead, Onee the Rebels had started to give way, Stagg
waved his mounted brigsde to the attack, The 1lst and &th
Michigan, reinforeed hy the lst U, 3. Cavalry of Gibbs®
brigade, crogsed the stream on the left of Fitzhugh's command;
the 5th Hichigap was used to proteect the right flank of the
Yridgohead. In the meantims, General Gibba had deployed his

brigade (without the lst U, S.) to eover the right flank and
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rear »f Devints division, 41

“then the bridgehead had been secured, Cevin
determined to seige the wocded arem vetween Chamberlain's Fed
and the white Oak road., ‘v;’hen Devin gave the word, the
division drove forward, Fitzhugh's dismounted batile line
pressed up the Dinwiddie road *at the charging atep”.
Fitzhugh's troopers were flanked on the left and right by
thelr mounted comrades, The lst and 6th Michigan and the
1st U, 3, Cavalry were on Fitzhugh's left, the 5th !Michigan
on hia right. Driving in Pickett’s oulposts, Devin's
cavalrynon closed in on the Confederate main line of
reslatance,

Aa thev approached Five Ferks, the Yankees
"develeped a strong line of breast-~works ... £illed with
masses of infantry®, Befare being checked by the fire of
Pickett's infantry, Tevin'a mounted contingents in some
places cloged to within 20 yards of the works. In mewveral
ingtances, men from Fitzhgh's dismounted brigade even
orosged the treastworks., Befors being teaten off, the
treopers were able to capture amd drag off several prisoners.

Coivrinced that the Confederate position was too strong to

23




carry, Devin's cavalrymen fall back into the woods south of
the wWhite Uak road, Devin then regrouped his division,
Fitzhugh's brigade was pogted on the laft, and Stagg's on the
right. At this time, Stagg alse dismounted his command. ¥2

Following Fitzhugh's and Stagg's repulse, Devin
ordered up Gibba' brigade, Glbbs dismountad and deployed his
unit on the right of the 5th Michigan, The right flank of
Gibba' brigade rested near the Barnes house, One of Gibbat
regiments, the lst U, S. Cavalry, ramsined mounted, 3

n Cuater's right, Pemnington's brigade was 1in
contaet with the lst Miehigan., Following Devin's remlse,
Lleutonant Colonel George R, Maxwell of the Miehigan repiment
iﬁformed Parmington that he had lost contact with the unit on
hie right, Haxwsll told Penmington that he was going to try
te re~sstablish a comneation with the remainder of Devin's
divialon. As scon as Maxwell'as Mlchiganders rode off toward
the east, Pennlngton, beliewing that it would be tempting
digaster te hold hiz vosition with his right flank resting in
the air, retired a short distance. Next, he shifted hias
brigade ta the right, Near the Scott road, Pennington
spotted Fitalmgh's trigade. Following his repulse, Fitzhugh
had fallen back to regroup, Pennington halted and formed his
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comnand in a thick belt of wooda, atout 600 yards south of
the Canfaderate breastworks. The Scott road separsted
‘E’(ennington's arnd Piszhugh's commands,. ‘hile walting for
furthsr orders, the dismounted Union troopers threw up log
vroastworks.

It was about 1l a, m, when Sheridan's tardy wagon
train reached Dirwilddis Court House, Colonel YWells permitted
his men to rest until 1 p. m. At that hour, he had "boots
an? saddles®™ sounded and the trcopers mwung into thelr
sgddlen, Proeceading to the front, Colonel Wells reportad to
General Ouster near the left of Sherldan's battle line, '3

One of Sheridan's three divisicns, Crook's, saw
very little aetion on the lat, At an early hour, Creck's
division marched from their csmp on Oreat Cattail Run to
Dinwiddle Court House. Davies' and Smith's brigades were
given the task of guarding the train, following Jells!
departure, To carry out thls assigmment, Davies and Smith
posted their cavalrymen in the fields north of the vlllage,
Une of Daviesa' regiments was zlss detached and sent to watch
the bridpge which carried the Beydten plank rogd across Stony
Creeck, e

Crook's other brigade, Cregg's, was given a more
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active assignment, Croasing Chamberlain's Bed st Fitzgerald's
ford, Oregg's troepers cccupied Little Five Forks, The
posgession of this strateglc crossroads enabled Oregg to
control the roads leading to th- left and rear of Custer's
division. «ith Uregg in pessession of Little Five Forks, it
would be impoasitle for the Confederates to launch a surwrise
attack on Sheridan's laft, After having secured the crossroads
Cregg threw out 3 mmber of patrecls, One of these groups
moved up the Gilliam road and established ccontaet with tha Zad
Jest Virginia of Capehart's brigade. Amother patrol visited
Stony Creek, Only a very fow Confederates (less than twenty)
ware sighted by this unit, The Bth Pennaylvania made a
folz-ced regonnaissance down "the Dinwiddie Court-House roag®
and seattered the few Rebels encountered. Iy his vigorous
scouting and patroling, Crepgz made certain that there would
be no surprise attack on Sheridan®s left flank, by

During the morning, Sheridan learned that General
Magkengie'ts division had reached Mrwiddie Court House,
Conaidering the fact that Mackengis's men had been in the
saddle since 3130 o'elock, Sheridan srdered him to rest his
@mmmxd. Jaokenzlie accordingly halted his command in the
fislds north of the Adamp heuse. After being warned to hold
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themselvas ready to marceh al a moment's notiee, the ecavalrymen
were allewed to dismount, ha

A few mirmates before noon, Colonel Orville B,
Babeoek of Grant's staff reached Sherldan's headauarters.
Babaock told Sheridan:

General Grant direets me io say W

you, that if in your judgement the Fif'th

Corps would do better umder ore of the

division commanders, you are authorized

to relieve General Warren, and order him

to repart to General Grant, at

headquartors.
Sheridan replied that he hoped such a drastic stap as that
might not Lecoms necessary. The general then turned to a
diseussion of his plans, 49

After Cugter's and Devin's attacks hed pinpelnted
Plekett's main lipe of resistance, Sharidan worked out hia
vattle plan. Sheridan would have Quster make a feint toward
Pickett's pight, Simultaneously, the Confederates' left
flank would be zasailed by Warren's V Corps. Davin's
diviaion, bolstered by Pennington's rigade, waas to make a
frontal attack en the entrenchments as soon as the sound of
firing indicated that the V Corps was engsged. If this
onslanght proved successful, Piokett's task force would be

ent off from the Army of Northern Virginia and driven
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wagtward, 0

Tarly in the afternooen, General Sherldan gent a
ataff officer to order up the V Corps. Hajor George L.
Gilleapie was also ment to the rear, Gilllesple was directed
to turn the head of Warren's columm, when it came up, off
into the Gravelly tun Church road., In addition, CGillespis
was to "put the corps in position on this read obliguely to
and at a polnt but a short distanes from the White Osk road
and about one mile from the Five Forks", 5%

It was 1 p. m, Wwhen the aide reached J, Boisseasu's,
where Jarren had his command post, As soon &8 Yerren 1earﬁed
thaet Sheridan wanted him to order up his infantry, he called
for Colmnel Hemy C. Bankhead. The general told the colenel
to have the diviasion cosmanders bring up their units at cnce,
Warren, in an effort to facilltate the movement, specifiied to
Bankhead that Crawford's divisliom would meve first, to be
followed by Criffin's amnd then Ayres'!. 52

Galleping off, Barkhead personally gave Crawford
and Criffin their marching orders, Since he had besn diregted
to sge that the head of the columm started off en tha correct
road, Bankhead sent another officer (either Major Hmmor B,

Cope or Captaln Jamesz W, Wadsworth) to contact General Ayrea.



Tn Rankhead's oninion, the orders ware obeysd promptly, and
*the troeps moved out zs oxpeditiously as the nature of the
rogd and the crowded state it waz in (being blocked up with
led eavalry horses) would admit.® 33

While Bankheazd was seeing that the marching orders
vare transmitted to the division commanders, Warren went to
ges Sheridan, Varren wanted “to inform ... Eimselﬂ of the
ugse to be made of ..a M troops, so that ne time would ba
lost on their arrival®, Proceeding up the Dinwiddie rcad,
‘apren visited Sheridan's command post. The cavalry leader
tersely explained the tactical situation te Warran argd what
his plan of operations wama. (At this time, Sheridan probably
told Warren that the Confederate left flank was anchored near
the junetion of the Gravelly Run Church and “hite Oak roads.)
Having satisfied his curiosity, Warren rode back to the
junction of the Gravelly Run Church and Dimwiddie roads,
Turning up the Oravelly Run Church road, Warren theroughly
axamined the ground where Sheridan had directed him to
marshal hia cerps, To prevant the Confederates frem
disgovering the Unien plans, Warren had hls escort under
Captain Hewrell patrol the countryside as far north as the

. White Oak road. 5




Sheridan had told Warren that he wanted him to
form hig entire corps before sending it to the aasault. He
wanted to insure g single sledgehammer-llke blow instead of a
garies of piecemeal thrusts, FPurthermore, the cavalryman had
stated "that the formation was to be oblique to the road,
with the right advanced, with two divisiens in front, and the
third in reserve bohind the right division®, The murber of
asssult waves and the frontage to e ocoupled by the corps
wasg ieft up to darren, A reconnaissance of the area convinged
Warren that it would be beat if hiz two assault divisicns
advanced in the "equivalent of three lines of battle", Both
of the divisicn commenders ware to deploy two of their
brigades in front, each terigade formed into double line of
battla, Their third brigade would he centered behind the
first two as=ault waves. Warren's third division would be
posted in column of batitalloens in mass behind the right
division, 35

Ganerzl Crawford's division whioh tock the lead
when the corps started for the front reached Crawvelly Run
Churoh first. While mmrehing up the Uirwiddie road,
C;awfard'a vanguard had to clear the road of led horsss and
wagons té_;nabla the cclumn to pass. Aa scon a3 he reached

the ¢hurgh, Crawford proceeded to deploy his division in
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aceordance with Warr-n'sz instructions, Raxter's brigade was
formed on the right and Kellegeg'a on the left; Kellogg's left
flank regted on the Cravelly Run Church road, Coulter's
btrigade was centered behind Baxter's and Kellogg's commands,
Each btrigade copmander formed his unit inte double 1line of
battle, 5%

General Griffin's division arrived at Gravelly Run
Chureh ¢losa on the heels of Crawford's command. A= he rode
up, Griffin was wet by Jarren, Pointing to the ground where
he wighed Griffin to form his division, Werren remariked that
he wished the division comnender "to be as expeditious as
possible®, Oriffin would mass his divisison behind Crawford's,
Ha. had Bartlett and Chamberlain form their Ywipzdes in tripla
line of battle., Bartlett was on the laft and Chamberlain on
the right. Oriffin's other brigade {Gregory's) was ordared
to report to Chamberlain, Chamberlain had Cregory form one
of his regiments (the 18Bth New York) inte Iine of battle on
the right of Chamberlain’s brigade., The 189th New York was
depleoyed as skirmishers and took position in front of
Chamberlain's command, Cregory's third regiment (the 187th
Hew York) was given the mission of ocovering Oriffin's right

flank, 57

31




Ayres! division, the smallest in Warren's Corps,
reached the marshaling area last., “erren was walting for
Ayres when he roda up. Calling to the division commander,
Yarren requested him "te form .. M troops as
expeditiousnly as possible, as General Sheridan desired to
attack the ensmy immediately®, While dyres was engaged in
deplaying his divisien on the west side of the (ravelly Run
Church reoad, Warren agsin urged hls subordinate to hurry. 8

In forming his command, Ayres deploysd Bowerman's
Maryland teigade on the left and Gwyn's ltwigade on the right.,
dinthrep’s brigade was centered behind the twe advance
trigades, All of Ayres' btrigades were formad into double
1line of battle, Skirmishers were advanced by Bowerman and
Guyn, The Oravelly Bun Church road separated Gwyn's right
from Crauferd's left, 7

Gieneral Crawford's division had been placed on the
right of the Gravelly Run Chureh read. If "the return® in
the Confaderate 1ine were located where Warren had besn led
te believe it was, Crawford's center wounld strike 1t ard be
the first to enter the works. In case Crawford was unable to
earry tho—treturn®, Griffin would ba there tn sustaln him and

to take mdvantage of any succaesa scored, General Ayres was
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to engage the Conflederate itroeops holding the earthworks
varalleling the -hite Cak road and prevent reinforcements
from being rushed to the unit (Hansom's trigade) holding
"tha return®, 60

When they moved te the attzek, Warren directed hia
division commarders "to keep oloaed to the left and to
pregerve their direction in the woeods, by keeping the sun,
then shinding Wrightly, in the same position over thelr laft
shoulders®. 61

The total length of the front ccoupled by the V
Corps was sbout 1,000 yarda, In the three days zinge
erossing Rowanty Creek, Warren had seen the effestive
strength of his corps shrink from about 15,000 to 12,000
officers and men, In additien to the battle casualties arnd

the men on detached zervice, a mumber of scldiers had
straggled, 62

While the division gommanders were busy forming
their units, Warren prepared a sketch map deploting the
prosumed tactleal situation., Coples of this docunent were
distributed to the division commanders., Agcording to
Srigadier -General James W, Forsyth, Sheridan's chief of staff,
the cavalry leader also saw a sopy of Warren's dlagram ard
instruactions. The division commanders were instrueted as far
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az time would permit, to explain the mam to thelr brigade
commanders, Attaghed to the sketeh wag a brief cutline of
Sheridan's plan of attack, %Warren inforwmad his generals
that the eorps was to advance in a northwestwardly direction
until it reached the White Oak revad, It would then wheel to
the left arnd take a positlon at right anglss to the read, As
soon ad the infantry was engaged, Custer's and Devin's
cavalrymen were to charge, At this stege of the operations,
Warren cbserved nll the cavalry except Magkengie's division
was on the left of the V Corps, Muckenzie'a troapers were
reported to be advancing weatward along the White Oak road, 63

Threughout the time that his eorps was deploying,
darren "uged all the exartions posslble to hasten” his troops!
arrival at the point of departure. To “Wayrren, it seened that
everything was working smoothly amd the soldiersz "marched at
once o thelr assigned pesitiens without a halt®, o

The ground on which the corps formed was rough and
wooded, ard cut up Ly mimerous ravines, In addition, 1t was
out of gipht of the Confedersats works, so that the direction
of advance ordered depended solely upon the roadways and tha
Buppoged location of the Confederate fortifications along the

White Oak road, It was atwut 2 p. m. when General Griffin




received his instructions to rove to the marshaling area, To
reach Gravelly Run Church from 4 .e positicn occupled,
Griffin's troops had t° riarch about two and one-half miles
along a narrow, muddy road. Congequently, from the time (1
». m, ) that Sheridan lssued his orders f{o bring un the V
Coyrps, until YWarren had completed his dispositions, slightly
over three hours had elapsed. lMost obsgervers sgrasd that
this was not an whressconable length of time "when &t is
remembered that the length of the corps was suweh, when
stretched out on the road, that the leading file must have
arrived on the new ground before the rear f£ile quitted the
old.n &

During this time, Sheridan wvisited Warren and
expresged his "apprehension that the cavalry which contimed
to fire an the enemy, would use up all their ammunition®
vefore the V Corps was ready to advance, Replying, Yarren
told Sheridan that it would be & 5, m, before he would be able
to ecomplete his dispositions, Warren, however, remarked that
he "was ready to move at once with whatever was at hand if ...
[Sheridag/ dirested, and let the rest follow", Sheridan,
wanting te-strike one tremendous blow with his entirs coumand,

refuged. Werren felt that Sheridan's "impatience waa no
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ereaster apparently” than his own, The commander of the V

Corps tried, however, to repross his impatience and prevent
any outburst, which "would tend to impair eonfidence in the
propeaed operatlons™ bty the troops involved, 66

Sheridan, however, saw things differently. Riding
over to Oravelly Sun Church, he reported that he found the V
Corps "coming up very slewly®. The cavaltwyman observed in
his “After Action Heport":

I was exceedingly anxious to attack

at once, for the sun was getting low, and

we hed to fight or go back, It was mo

place to Aintrench, and it weuld have been

shameful to have gone back with no results

to compensate for the loas of the bg&ve

men who had fallen during the day.

To the impatient Sheridan, it appeared that Warren
was not exerting himseelf to get his corps up and inte
position. Sheridesn felt that Warren gave "the impressicn
that he wiszhed the sun to go down before the dispositions for
the atiack could be completed®, 68

Warren, in his "After Actlion Reporti", hetly denled
this implication on his military character, He wirotae:

Agninst Ueneral Sheridan's most

ungenerous atatement that I gave hir the
Impression that I wanted the sun to go




down, 1 simply place my dental, and trust

that my whele conduct in lifae, and

espeeially in thig war, sustains me in it,

The sun did not set untll two heurs and g9

half after the formation was completed.

The basle trouble betuween the two generals was their
conflicting personalities, dJust beoguse Warren, the
intrevert, didn't ride eround "swearing and oursing at a
faarful rate", he was draegging his feet, in Sheridan's
opirdon, 70

While the V Corpa waz.getung inte pisition at
Oravelly Pum Chmreh, Sheridan learned that Meade had pulled
back the left flank of Oeneral Humphreys'! II Corps, Inatead
of fronting the White Cak road, Miles' division now held g
line covering the Beydton plank reed, This retirement on the
part of the left flanit division of the IT Corps disturbed
Sheridan. He was afrald that a strong Rebel column might
march down the “hite Ozk road and strike Warren's corps in
the flank amd resr, If the Confederates adopted thiz course
of action, it weould certsinly frustrate Sheridan's plang, Te
deal with this possibly dangerous situation, Sheridan ordered
up Mackengie's diviaien, (L

“Follewing the receipt of the eagerly awaited
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instructions io move to the front, Mackenzie put hig division
into motion, Mackenzle's troopers proceeded up the Adams and
Dinwlddie reads to J. Bolageauts, Here, Mackenzis turmnsd his
enlumn into the Crump road. In aceordance with Sheridan's
orders, MYackenzie pleanred to sstablish a readbleck on the
White Oak reoad, If Mackengie wers able to carry out thip
task, he weuld be able to afford 2 measure of proteetion to
Narren's exposed flank. 72

As Mackenzie'ls division rode up the Crump road,
Colenel Samuel P. Spearts brigade took the lead. Spear uaad
Hajer James E, MeFarlan's battalion of the 1lth Pennsylvania
Covalry to sereen his sdvance., About one-half mile gouth of
the Wnite Osk road, the Pennsylvanisne encountered the
Cotf'sstarate pickets. DIriving in the cutposts, the bluecoats
*soon develeped a considerable force” of Roberts! North
Caroliniane, The Confederates were posted in 3 line of rifle
pite in the edge of z woed along the White Oak rosd with an
open field to their front, Preparatory to attacking, Major
KeHarlan deployed Counpandes G and H to the right and left of
the Crump road. The ireopers of these two units remained on
their herses, Next, MoFarlan dismounted the eavalrymen of
Companies B arxdd ¥, These men were posted farther to the




right and laft in the woeds. The remainder of the regiment
cloged up on the advance puard, 73

Aa soon as the Permgylvanians had completed their
dispositions, General Hackengis ordered them to engage the
Rebels, Obserwving that the rapid fire delivered by his
cavalrymen (the 1lth Permsylvania was armed with Spencer
carbines) was keeping the greyelads pinned down, Mackenzie
plaeed himself at the head of Major Robert 3, Monroe's
hattalion (Compantes A, C, B, and K}. When Mackengie gave
the word, the Pennaylvanians charged im colwmn of fours. At
fiprst, the Faderals thundered through the field on the laft
of the road, BSuddenly, the column cut aaress the reoad and
struck the left flank of Roberta' pesition, led on by
Mackengio, the Pennsylvanigns poured over the works and into
the “hite Oak road beyernd. In the fage of this onget, the
North Carclinians fell bgck in confusieon, L

The remaimder of the 1lth Ponngylvania supported
the daring oharge, and reschsd the Rebel 1imw olese on
Mackengzio's heels, Following the Unlien hreakthrough, Roberts?
Horth Carolinians scattered, 3eme of the Rebela fell back to
the weg‘l'. and joined Pickett's taak foree at Five Forks: the

reat made their way eastward and repeorted to General Andersen,




After mopping up the scattered pockets of resiastance,
Magkengie rmistered his command, Ixeent for the loss of
gevreral valuable offilcers, the rout of Roberts! brigade had
cost the Yankees a relatively small mumber of casualtiles, 75
When he was informed of Mackonzie'wz smashing
suecass, Sheridan lasued & new get of lnstruetions,
Maokenzie, after detaching a small force to watch the White
Qak road, was to join Sheridan. After detailing a battalion
of the Sth Pennaylvania Cavalry to man the readbleck on the
fhite Oak read, Maskansie gtarted for Five Rarks, The lat
Maryland took the lead as the division rode westward along
the Whita Cak road, Just aa Mackensle was gettlng ready to
order the Marylanders to charge, the V Corps came pouring
acroaa the roed, Mackengzle sccordingly halted his eommand, 76
The deployment of Warren's V Corps in the ficlds
at the Cravelly Rup Chureh had been teold and unconcegled.
Munferd, who was charged w~ith guarding the left flamk of the
Confederate main line of reglstance, watchsd these
preparations, He sent courier after courler to tell either
Plokott or Fitg lee that the Yankees were getting ready te
strike, HNeilther general tlznuld be fourd. HNobody geemed to

know where the generals had gone; no instrucotions had been




left raegarding the forwarding of dispatches. Captain Hemry
C. lee of ¥itz Lee's staff vainly rode the length of the line
without learning arny -ore than the baffled messengers.

Lach of the unit ecommanders, on hils own
responsibility, umdertock to zet ready to reastist the
Lmperding snslmught, In this, ther did not always en~operats
with ane anciher, Ranson refused tc sernd any of MeGrepgor's
guns to be amplaced in an exgellent peosition located by
Munford., Subgequently, Munford recalled:

All this time Warren's swarming blue

eg were_plainly visible from the
White C road, forming into line amd

Froparing teo assault Plckett's left; ..,
‘s partia dismounted cavalry

was keaping up & sharp gontimious fire

along the whole of our infantry front, ae

1f preparing tg attack our r»ight, and

Custer's ... Jdismount Division was

demonatrsting. ses Al I was stild

withsut orders,

To propare for the attack that he knew was certain
to come, Munford dismountad and deployed his divi:ion onm the
laft of Ransom's refused {lank. A few "pens" built of rails
from nearby fences were thrown up bty Munfard's treeopers, and
the insvitable attadle dourly awaited, /¢

Az-soon as Ayres had completed his dispositisns
(which was about 4115 o'clock fwithin 15 mimites of the hour

designated by Warrsg }. the erder was given for the V Corps
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to attack, “hen the advance bapan, Generals Sherdidan and
Warren, and Celonel Porter rode a3t the head of ‘yres'
divisien, Presszing forward, the Unlon battle line nmarched
through the belt of woods north of Crawvelly Run Church,
Entering the fislds which surrounded the Barnea heuse, the
skirmishera covering the advance of the V Corps flushed and
drove in the Confederate sutposts, Defore ha reached the
woods on the far side of the field, a ataff offlcer told
Ayres "that there were indications of the enepgy off to the
left fronth, Crowing apprehengive of an attack on his left,
Ayres alerted Winthrop tc be ready to lring up his brigade in
case the division was attacked. Shortly thereafter,
Yarren's troops burst across the hite Oak road, Here, the
corps encountered Ceneral Mackenzie's cavalry division, The
trao;:;ers had arrived i this area g Jump ahead of the
infantry. 7 Reporting to Sheridan, Mackenzie was ordersed to
strike out toward Hatcher's Run, He would then move to the
weat and gat possesgion of the Ford'sa Church road, In
addition, Mackenzle would eover the right flank of the ¥
Corpa.

“Warren pow realiged that his corps had crossed the

White Oak road east of the left Clank of the Confederate main
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line of resistance. To make things even more perplexing,
Orawfordts treops (marching more rapidly than Ayres), had
crossed the road first, Already the two divisions had
gstarted to diverge. Warren thought it was probable that
Pickett's defense line was posted in the edge of the wooda
about 300 yarda north of the read, He accordingly contirued
to lead his corpe in a northwesterly direction, 8o
Almost immedintely afteor Ayres' division had driven
geress the White Jak road and entared the {ield beyernd, his
RXroops began to receive small-arms and artillery fire from
the west., This fire eriginated with Ransom's North
Carolina brigade which was holding the refused flank of
Fickett's defense line. The Pederal officers now learned
that the Confederate entrenchments did not extermd ss far east
as theoy had assumed. Warren had been led to believe that the
Rebal left was anchored near the Jumetion of the Gravelly
#un Chureh and White Cak roads. Apparently, neither HMajor
Gillsspie ner Harren's escort had made any effort to
agcertaln the exagﬁ recting place of the Seutherners' left,
The Federal brégg—avtdently felt that Af they undertesk any
reconnaissunce aotlivity in this sector, it might put the

Confederatea on their guard and betray the plan of cttack, 81
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Fertunately for Ayres' left flank unit {Bowerman's
brigade), Ransom's greyclads were stationed in a thick belt
of woods which masked thelr fire. Murthermore, the refused
flank which faced the Federals was comparatively short —-
less than 1350 yards. Understanding the tacgtical situation,
Ayres Lmmediately changed frant to the left and faeed *"the
return”, In carrying out this maneuver, Bowerman's brigade
was faced and filed to the left. Ayres now called up
dinthrop'a brigade from the reserve, Winthrop's troops
moved into position on Bowerman's left on the deuble, His
dispositions completed, Ayres led his division to the attack.
Ayres! battle line of "weather-beaten" veterans moved down
the slepe toward the woods with a steasly swing that boded no
good for Pickett's task foree, aarthworks or ne earthworka. 82

The firing was heavy, "ut leas than usually
deetructive”, Yarren reealled, "on ageount of the thick weoods®,
Ayres! rapid ahange of front had ceused his right flank
Invigade, Guwyn'e, to get waell ahead of Crawford's division,
Since Ayrea' division waa the pivet in the V Corps' wheel to
the left, his troops had a shorter distance te move than the
athers, This was dangerous, because it exposed Gwyn's treops

to poasgible flank attack, OCwynfs soldiers evidently sensed




this; there wag gome WaVering in the ranks. Subsequently,
Ayres confessed that he experienced consideratle anxiety when
he lesrned that his right flamk was resting in the atr, OO

Sheridan seemed to be ommipresent as Ayres' troops
sharged "the return®, “When Ransem’s Korth Carolindans first
opened fire, Ayres' blueclads faltered for an instant.
Qbaerving this, Sheridan put the spurs to his horse and
galloped aleng the battle line from left to right, shouting
wards of encouragement,

Colonal Porter regalled that Sheridan oalled out,
Qe at 'em with z will. Move on at a glesn jump or you'll
not ecateh one of them., They're all getting ready to run pow,
and if you don't get on thom 4in five mimites, they'll every
one get away from youl WNow go for them,”

Just then, ene of the skirmishers was hit in the
neck: the bloed spurted as if the Jugulmr velin had been cut,

"Ttm killed]", the soldier oried, as he slumped to
the ground,

"Youlre not hurt a bit”, Sheridan oried, "piok up
ryour gun, man, and move right on to the front,"

“Buch waa the sleetrie effect of Sheridan's words

that the wounded seldier snatched up his rifled-misket and
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rushed forward a dogen paces before he collapsed, never to
rize again,

At the time of YWarren's assault, Sheridan was
mounted on his favorite black}hﬂrae, "Rlenzi®”. This was the
sama glteod that had carried the general from Winchester to
Cedar Cresk. Colonel Porter romembersd that, on April 1:

The reads were muddy, the fields

gwampy, the undergrowth dense, and

"Rienzi”, a=z he plunged and curveted,

dashed the foam from his mputh ard the

md from his heels, Had the Winchester

plke been in a similar comdition, he

would not have made his fameus twenty

siles without hiaz own neck and

Sheridan'as tee,

Sheridan was watehing when Guyn's troeps started to
reeoll, Dashing ints the midst of the troken lines, Sheridan
ealled out, "Mhere is oy battle-flag?" A=z the c¢olor-sergeant
rode up, Sheridan selped the orimson and whits standard,
Brandishing the colors, the general shouted words of
angouragement to the infantrymen, and urged them to close
their ranks, All this time, the minies were humming through
the alr, like & swarm of bees, Ome plersed the bhattle £
another killed the solor-sergeant, yet another wer
Captain Andrew J, McGomnigle {Sheridan's qu-
the side, others cut down two or three c

86

horses,




In hiz suagesaful effort to rally Cwyn's seldiers,
Sheridan dashed frem one part of the line to amother, "waving
his flag, shaking his fist, encouraging, threatening, praying,
gwearing, the very incarnation of battle". Porter regalled,
*It would be a serry soldler who could help following such a
1eader, " 87

Ayres and hls officers were slse aqual te the
challenge. Reckleasly exposing themselves, they quickly had
tha situation under control. Drawing his ssber, Ayres led
his shouting soldlers forward., Hia veterans, "whe now
bahaved a3 if they had fallen baclt to get z ‘good-ready'”,
aagnrhr followed the general, With fixed bayonets and a
rousing cheer, the infantrymen dashed toward the breastwerks
pretecting "the return, Sines the ent:re;:chéd sagtien of
Pickettls main line of resistance whioh faced sast was only
" about 150 yerds in length, Ayres' right flank, Suyn's
brigade, overlapped it,

Even before the Yankees reached the werks, a
mnber of Ransom's Horth Carelinians lcest their nerve and
took to thelr heels, Resllieing that it would be lmpossible
to stop the- blneelad floed, the gunners of Yolregor's battery
lixbered up their four picces. The artillerists, applying
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ths whips to their herses, mlled out of the earthworks in
the niak of time, Sweeping everything befere them, Ayres’
pombat-ready Anfantry came storming over the works. The
colmr-aergeﬁnt af the 190th Pennsylvania gained the
distinetion of vlanting the first stand of Colors on the
breagtwerks., All of Rsngom's North Carolinians who declined
to flee were killad or captured. Ayres' treops had seized
*the return®, the kay to Pickett's cosition, 88
Sheridan spurred "Risnzi® up to the angle, With a
mighty leap, the herse carried his ridex over the works, and
landed in the middle of a line of Confederates who had thrown
down their arms and were cowering behind the eartimworks.,
Several of the Rebels ealled cut, "Whar do you want us-all to
go tol®

The genersi's "rage twrmed to humor, and he had a
running talk with the 'Johnnies' as they Piled past™,

AGs right over there", Sheridan sald, gesturing
towayd the rear. Contimuing, the general kept up a steady
banter:

Cet vright aleng, now., Drop your
guns; you'll never need them any wore.
~You'll all be asafe over thers, Ave

there any more aggyon? We want avery ons
of you fallows.




In addition to aselzing the key to the Confederate
regition, Ayres' troops had captured over 1,000 prisoners
and a number of battle flags., The Yankees, however, had not
emerged unscathed from the attack on "the return®, Among the
Union casualties were twe of Ayres' three brigade somanders,
General Winthrop and Colonel Bowerman. The former was
mortally wnd the latter severely wounded, Colonel James
Grindlay of the 1Ufth New Yerk took temporary charge of
Winthrop's unit, while Colomel David L. Stanton of the lat
Maryland assumed command of the Maryland brigade, 90

Shortly after Sheridan entared the works, his
orderly rode up and anmounced, "Colenel @mrge AJ Forgyth
of‘ your gtaff is killed, sir.”

"It's no meh thing", cried Sheridan, "I den't
beliewe a word of it. You'll find Forayth's all right®, he
contimed,

Inside of the next ten mimutes, Forayth rode up,
Sheridan then learned that it was General Winthrep whe had
fallen in the attack on "the return®, The ganeral did not
aven appear surprised when he saw Forsyth, "Thers! I teld

you so%, he exolaimaed when Forsgyth appesred. 9N

Ingtead of sllowing Ayres to preasz ahead, Sheridan
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srdered him to halt and re-form his division, ‘hile the
offieers were regrouping their units, patrols mopped up a few
scattered mockets of resistance th:t had been iselated by the
treakthrough. As soon as it beecame apparent that the entire
Confederate line had given way, Ayres was directed to resume
the advence. Jhen the division again moved off, it swept the
ground behind and on either side »of the Rebel fortifications,
Holding his men in hand, with Ordindlay's brigade in the lead,
Ayres' division marched westward, 92
Ahen the Confederates in "the return" cpened fire

on Ayres' division, Warren percelved that the fight at the
angle would fall oen Ayres, and rot Crawford ag planned,
Jarren therefore sent a staff officer to instruct Crawford
"to oblique his division to the left and ¢lose up this
interval", As soon as Jarren had pinpointed Rangom's left
Tlank, he ealled for Major Cope. Tha major waz told to
corntaet Griffin, On doing se, Cope was to direct Criffin "o
tring his division toward the White Qak road, by the left
flank, in order to be in better supporting diatance' of Ayres!
cOMmEmand . 23

—It seems that when Ayres changsd direstion to the

left, Jarren was not the only ranking officer who knew
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Orawlord ard Triffin were "petting too far away'. JAyres knew
it. ile sent z message for Griffin "to come up on his right",
Oriffin ¥mew it. His practised ear told him thal the battle
had opened. Ileaving his divisian for a moment, he rode at
full spend to Ayres' command post and asked, " hat is upt”
"Yothing much*, replisd Ayres, "nothing new. The
game old story, Crawford had gone off and left me to fight
alone."
Griffin, after promising to see if he could do
gomathing to help his comrade, hastened off after his division,
Sheridan alss sent orders for Crawford and Griffin
to come in on Ayres' right, ok
In the meantine, Jarren had established a temporary
command post in the field east of "the return". FPending the
return of his aideg, Warren did not feel justified in
shifting his position., Here, he “eould get information [rom
211l points at once, and utilize the many eyes of ... M
staff and thoge of ... M commanders, instead of glving"
all his attention to a particular pelint to the negleet of all
othera, In Yarren's calculated opinion, the time had not

arrived fof him to place himself at the head of an assaulting

colurm, The dynamic Sherddan, however, had a different
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awinion, He f=21t th t Jarren should e leadlng and lending
encourarament to his troops, 25

After s few mimites had eliapsed and he had heard
nothing from the staff officerslhehad gent to get In touch
with Crawford and Criffin, Yarren became oconvinced that their
divisiona "mazt have sassed on beyond® General Ayres' right,
leaving sevaral members of his staff at his command post
with lnstruetiona 1o contact him if anything imporitant
doveloped, Warren went to look fop Crawford's and Griffin's
divisions, Az he approached the "Chimneys", the general was
fired upon, He subzequently learned that thase weore the
volleys which e¢aused Gwyn's Yrigade to reeoil, 96

Notwithstanding Yarren's disgram and orders to swing
t2 the left on reaching the ¥hite Ogk road, Crawford's
division had eontimed to barge ahead. The division had
passed several undred yards beyond the road before it began
to wheel to the left, After changing direetions, Crawford's
sikirmishers encountered and drove in a few of Manford's
plckets. The division's line of advance "led through bogs,
tangled wrods, amxd thickats of pine, interapersed with open
spnces here and there”, While passing through the dense

vegetation, Crawford's left flank trigade {Kellogg's) lost
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e~ntact with Ayrest division,

General Warren, while en rmite to the "Chimners",
encountared Kellogg's brigade. Just as the general rode up,
Kelloggls upit had vpivoted to the left and taken -osition at
right angles to its line of advance. “arren aceordingly
ordered Kellogg to hold his ground -- it was in a clearing -~
until another brigade could come up and form on his right.
The general then passed on ints the woods in search of
Crawford. Yarren, however, was unable to loeate his missinrg
division commander, lMevaertheless, the general sent one staff
officer af'ter ancther into the wooda. They wers to tell
Crawford to wheel hig other two brigades to the laft and
close up on Fellogg's brigade.

hen Yarren emerged from the wood, he discoverad
that Felleogg's bPripgade had disappeared, Jheridan, alarmed at
this "wardering off", had sent geversl staff offiears to
resall Crawford. One of these, finding Kelloge standing idle,
had ordered him forward,

Mvwaneing rapidly, Kellogg's brigade swept through
the Sydmor field, As FKellogg's battle line approached the
Sydnor howse, one of Munford's ¢ombat patrols opened fire.

The Torfederates sugceeded in momentarily cheecking Kellogg's
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advance, In a suegeszful effort to pget his gtalled advance
relling, Fellogg orderad Jolonel Tartell of the $lst Yaw York
te brins up one of his battalions from the reserve, Tarbell
¢ame up on the double and deployed his lew Yorkers on the
left of Hellopg's battle linew Taking —ositicn, Tarbell's

battalion engaged Munford's dismounted troopers at short
98

range,
As soon as Tarbell's New Yorkers had dislodged the

flabels from the house, the advance was resumed. Kellogg's

mareh to the west must have been very rapld, because by the

time the rest of Crawford's division had entered Sydnor'a

field, his unit had vanished into the woods on the far side, 79
| In the meantime, Major Cope had contacted Crawford.

"nen the major found the general, he was east of the “Chimnersm,

Tn aceordance with Cope's instructions, Crawford swung

Baxter's brigade arcund to come in on Xellogg's right,

Coulter following, Unable to find Xellogg's trigzade, which had

moved off, Orawford advanced toward the "Chimneys®™, On doing

so, he called up Coulter's btrigade and formed it on Raxter's

left, Crawford's division then moved westward, driving in

I"I_unford'a_dimounted troopers. Thie opposition, however,

caused the division to contime to bear to the right, 100




S3ince the ecuniryside was heavily wooded, troops
mving papidly throuph it ¢ould not be readily overtaken.
Mtier Trawford's and Griffin's divisions had wheeled to the
laft, their commands had enterod the open ground ot the
northern end of the R, Sydnor farm., This was about 3CC
vards north of "the return®. It was hare (at the *Chimneys")
that Jarren finally wag able to get in touch with Gensral
Griffin, one of his two missing division commarders, 161

Genaral Criffin's First Divislon had started off
from the GraVeliy Run Chureh behind Crawford's command. As
the division swept toward the White Oak road, it drifted
toward the east, Ry the time Griffin'yg troopslcrossed the
road, they had been uncovered, They now forged ahead of
Crawflord's division, which was at this time on their left,
In acpordanca with the instruetions he had reselved, Oriffin
whaeled his divieion to the left after it crossed the Wnite
Jak road, 102

Pashing ahead, Geiffin's sikdrmishers easily drove
in Munford's outpoats, After his division had advaneed a
nile without encountering any fortificationa, Criffin began
to senae that somathing hkad gone wroeng. wWhen the sound of

hea¥y firing began to roll in from the left, Griffin halted
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his diviesion in the wood northeast of Sydnor's field, By
thiz time, Crawford?s division had dropped cut of line and
veered of f to the right, General Chamberlizin, whose brigade
was on the right of friffin's battle line, recalled:

Our instrueticna were to keep elosed

to the 1zt on ,.,. [Bartlettts/ brigads,

arxi also to wheel to the left in moving,

the design being to strike the enemy in

flank. /e advanced tlrough an gpan wood

with nothing but light skirmishes in our

front for some tima, The constant change

of direetlion to the left madse the marc

on the right flarnk exceedingly rapid.

General Bartlett had also been troubled when he
ohserved that the firdng to his left was ateadily increasing
in tempe, Biding to the laft, the general entered Sydrnor's
f1eld, On the opposite side of the eleared area, Fartlett
conld soe distinetly the Confederates' left flanik. 10k

In the mesantime, General Griffin had made a
personal reconnsiggance, From Sydnor's field, the general
was able to wateh the Rebel movement along the White Oak road,
About this time, Major Cope rode up, Hailing Oriffin, the
majer told the general that YWarren wanted him "to btring his
division toward the Jhite Csk road, by the left flank".
Oriffin directed his three brigade commanders to fage their
men to the left, Before these instructions could reach

General Bartlett, however, all of his brigade, with the




exception of three regiments {(the lst Michiran, the 20th “aine,
and the 1%5th Pennsylvania), had drifted off to the right and
Joined Crawforsi’s division, 105

Placing himself at the head »f Bartlett's three
regimants, Griffin marched acrcas Sydnor's fisld, Yhen
Chamberlain saw the division flag moving to the left, he
followad with his command and the 1BBth New York of (regory's
brigade. Before Griffin had proceeded very far, he
greountered Jarren near the "Chimneys", Warren directed his
subordinate to attack the Confedersteg holding the angle,
The corps commander then rode bhack to Ayres' position. By
the time Warren reached the white Oak road, Ayres' scldiers
had stormed "the return”, 106

Since the capture of "the return’ rendered
Griffin's presence at that point superfluous, Yarren declded
to changs the mission which he had sssipned the First
Division, Major Cope wasz sent galloping off with instructiona
for Griffin to alter hiz line of march, OCriffin was to march
wegtward and attampt to get astride the Ford's Church road,
By the time Cope reached Griffin, his division had nearly
erogsed Sydwr's field. Following the receipt of these fresh

instructions, Orliffin wheeled his division to the right. “When




the advance was renewed, the division's line of mareh was
parallel to, ard north of the Jhite Jak voad, 107

After meving forward about three-quarters of a mile,
Griffinta troops encountered a streong force of Confederates,
poated in the woodsz at the western edge of Sydrorts fleld.
on being routed from "the return®, the survivors of Ransom's
brigade had fallen back toward Fivae Forks. The ccllapse of
Ransem!s North Carolinians had rendered Wallace's position
untenable, ’'Jallaee's greyeclads had therefore hurriedly
avacuated the rifle pits west of the angle., Jallace's
retreat, in turn, had unsovared Steusert's positien. In an
effort to econtain the Union breakthrough, the three
trigadisrs sought to estzblish s reorganized defense line in
the timber on the west side of Srdnor's field, BRezidaes
protecting Five Forks, this vosition covered the wvital Fordls
Chureh road, The new 1ine was at right angles to the
fortifications paralleling the White Oak road, Light field
works were hrriedly thzrown up by the Confederatss. 108

In moving against the recrganized Confederate main
line of resistance, Chamberlain's brigade (reinforced by the
188th New-¥ork) oonstituted the left wing of Griffin's battle

lins, Bartlett's three regiments the right, Twe of CGregorv'as




reciments (the 187th and 189th New York) followed along
behind, Advancing on the double, Criffin's soldiers "moved
up rapidly urder the ecrest of a hill"., =“hen Chamberlain gave
the word, his eapger troops charged the works, Chamberlainls
biuegoats tore a gaping hole in the Rebel line, The right
wing of Chamberlain's commard -- the 185th New York and Hajor
Edwin 4. Glemnn's battalion of the 198th Pemnsylvania -
poured through the hole and drove toward the Jhite Oak road,
At tha same time, the 188th New York amd Captsin David L,
Stanton's battalion of the 198th Pennsylvania maintained
heavy pressure on the greyclads' front. 109

Bartlett's three regiments hit the Confederate line
a short distance to the right of Chambsrlain'’s breaskthrough,
Eneountering fierce resistance, Bartlett's right {lank
recoiled, One of Bartlett's roegiments, the 155th Pemnsyivanla,
was bested by the Confederates in a desperate hand-tohand
encountar in which the clubbed musket was freely used, To
esgape the galling fire poured into their ranks by the Rabels,
a mumber of Bartlett's soldlers sought cover behind the rifle
pits carried by Chamberlaints troops,

-The Union officers realized that if the frightened

men wera allowed to take cover in the earthworks, they would
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e helpless in case of a deternined Confederate counterstroke.
Tt took "the utmost parsonal efforts of every generrl and
staff officer nresenmt” to rally Bartlett's troops. As soon
as the men had been re-forred, they were denloyed at right
angles to the captured works, When Chamberlain learned of
Bartlatt's difficulities, he rushed the 1E5th and 1E8th New
York to his comrade's assistanca, Passing to the rear of the
lst Michipzan and the 20th Maine, the Hew Yorkers advanced to
the attack., Dartlett's troops, seeing that help was on the
way, took heart and pressed ghead, The thick woods, in
eonjunetion with the ebb and flow of the batile, cauged
Griffin's units to become badly serambled. UHevertheless,
this fresh Unlon push proved too much for 3teuart’s, Ransom's,
ard Jallace's battered brigades, Abandoning the fight, the
Southerners fled the field, leaving abvout 1,500 priscners and
geveral buttle flags in the hands of the vietorioua
Inisnists, 110
In the meantime, Bartlett and Chamberlain, assistad
by sevaral stafif officers, had rounded up a large rmmber of
stragglers (between 150 and 20C) who were cowering in the
adge of thewoods. These men were reorganized and pushed
back into the fray. “hile ebgaged in this disagreeable

tasiness, Chamberlsin sighted QOeneral Gwyn's headquarters




flag in the open field to his rear., The genaral sent one of
his staff off'icers, lieutenant George C, Fisgher, to ask Cwyn
to come to his assistance. Owyn cheerfully fell in with
Shamberlain’s sugpestion. laading his Yrigade forward, Gwyn
arrived in time to contrilute to the Confederates' downfall, 1
Crif{fin did not pause to let his men celebrate
their gsuecgess, Instead, he had his generals re-form their
brigades at right angles to the “White Qak rosd. Resuring the
advance, Griffin's division drove westward, mopping up the
die-hard Confederates as it advanced, At Five Forks, Oriffin's
soldlers met Fitghugh's and Penndngton's dismounted troopers,
who had just carried the Rebel fortifieations at this point.
On the right, Bartlett's treoops gained the Ford's Church road
ard eaptured a train of asbulances and wagons. Ayres' division
reached Five Forke on the heels of Griffin's combat-ready

2
Llnecoals. 1

In the meantime, Crawford's battle line had
advaneced noross the northern end of Sydnor's fileld and inte
the woods beyord, As they forged steadily ashead, Orawford’'s
soldiers drove Munford's dismounted troopers bafore them,
Heaching a‘;izi erossing the Ford'a Chureh road, Crawford's

bluecoats captured seven ambulances and aeveral wagona
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telonging to iallaece's btrigade, These vehleles, along with a
large rumber of prisoners, were immediately sent to the rear,

The priseners were escorited to thse rear so rapidly that

" Crawfordts provest marshal was unable to kesp zn acourate

tally. Kellogg, whose trigade had preceded the division, row
reported to Crawford. 113

After Ayres® soldiers had eaptured “the return",
HJarren started off onece more to see if he conld locate
Crawford. Tracing Crawford's line of march from Sydnor's
field by the wourded coming to the rear, .arren finally
loeatsd his missirg division, “Yhen Warren found Crawford, he
was on the east side of the Boimsenu farm with his division
in good order faelng west, Without a moment's hasitation,
Harren directed Cramwford to wheel his division to the left
and face it soutlward, The corps commander knew that with
Crawfordts division agtride the Ford's Church road, he was in
roaseggion of one of the two avermes of escape open to
Pickett's vask foroe. Db

As scon as Crawford had eompleted his dispositions,

Harren ordered him to drive on Pive Forks., The rear of the

" Rebel ar.ﬁllery wag a olear indication to Warren that the

Corfod=rates still beld the vital erossroads. 30




Genarnl Coulter's brigade was selected to spearhead
the attack, Coulter deployed two of his regiments {the 12lst
and 142d Pennegylvania) on the laft of the Ford's Church road;
tha rest of the trigade was farmed on the right of the road.
Crawford!s two other brigades (Kellogpfs and Baxter's) were
massed on echelon on Coulter's right, ‘then Warren gave the
word, the division toock upn the advance. As it approached the
wood which bounded the Boiggeau farm on the scuth, the Union
‘battie line was greated by & scathing [lire, 16

Four of Bartlett!s regiments (the 16th Michigan,
the 1lst Maine, and the 9lst and 118th Permsylvania), after
becoming separated from theﬁ parent unit, had taken position
on the right of Crawford's dilvigion. Two of the regiments
{the 16th Maryland and the 9lst Pennaylvania) had orossed and
recrosged Hatcher's Run during the course of the march to
Boissean's fiald, shen Crawford wheeled his division to the
left, these two unlts took position on the right of Baxtert's
brigade. 17 Three companies of the lst Maine had also

forded Hateher's Run. Eneountering one of Rosser'a patrols,

the Mainemnen charged and routed the Rebel horgemen, Rearoasing

the stream, the three companiee rejoined thelr comrades,
Upon reaching the Ford's Church road, Warren gave the lat

63




“aine and the 118th Penngylvania the task of watehing the
ford across Hatcher's Run, 118

Fallowing his sudden departure from the shad-bake,
Pilokett galloped back acroas Hateher's Hun. A short distance
south of the stream, Pickett sighted a line of Munford's grim
cavalrymen faclny eastward., They were falling baclk in the
face of Eellogg's lightning advance, At this very mimte,
the Union skirmisheras were within 100 yvards of the Ford's
Chursh road, Directing the Confederates waAS Ceperal dMunford,
He was recognized immediastely by Pickett, who inquired, "What
troopg are thesel®

Manford replied that "they were part of Fitz lee

Divieion".

Taledng a second glance at the bluecoats, Plckett
implored, "Do hold them baek t1ill I can paasz to Five Forks."

A young captzin in the 3d Virginia Cavalry, James
Breckinridge, heard ieketi's appeal. FPlaclng himself at the
head of his command, Breckinridpe asharped the advancing
Federals, This btrief ecunterattack eost Preckinridge his
1life, tut it probably saved Pickett's, The general threw
himpaelf forward on his horse, with his hesd on the side away

from the foe, and suceesafully ran the gountlet of several
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hundred yvards of furiocus infantry fire. 119

™tz Les likewlse tried to rejoin his troopers by

using the route oioneered by Pickett., Ye was too late, Ry
the time Fitz Iee crnssed Hatcher's Hun, Xellogg's troops had
reached the Ford's Church rcad., Flred upon, Fitz Lee turned
baek and attempted to lead Roaser's reserve division toward
five Forke by way of the Ford's Church read. The Confederate
troopers, however, were unable to smash the Union roadblock
and fell bagk, Next, Fitz lee deployed Rosser's division
astride the Pord's Church road, north of Hatcher's Pun,
Rosser was to keep the Federals from reaching the Southside
Railroad. 120

| wWhen he reached Five Forks, Fickett, in an effort
to contain the Union breakthrough, sought to organize a new
main line of resistance. Already, his subordinates, on their
own initiative, had established and mamned a line parallel to,
and east of the Ford's Church road. (At this very moment,
the troops holding thia position Lﬁhnsom's. Stevart'a, and
Hallace'gy were locked in a flerce contest with Griffints
blueclad division.,) Having just escaped from Crawford'a
troops, Plckett knew that, unless he blocked the Ford's

Chureh road, hia new defense line would quickly be rendered
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untenable. He asccordingly mulled Yaye's Virginias brigade
out of the entrenchment west of Five Forks. Reirforced by
MaGreger's four guns, Mayo's greyclads moved into positionn on
the donble, The Virginians were also joined by stragglers
from Ransom's and #allace's units. Mayo's troops were
deployed in the woads to the left and the right of the
For<d's Chureh road. To reach the Confederate poasition, the
Yankees would have to eross Boisseau's field, Captain
¥elregor had hiz gunners unlimber thelir four pieces near the
road, Having completed thelr dispositions, the Rebela grimly
awalted Crawfordls advanae, 121

As they pressed forward, Coulter's troops "suffered
sevarely" from the fire of Mayo's infantry and HMcGreger's
battery. Apparently undaunted, however, they swept steadlily
ahead, Crawford's other two brigades (Baxtor's and Kellogg's)
and two of Bartlettls regiments {the l6th Michigan amd the
91st Pennsylvania) supported Coulter's drive down the Foprd's
Chuarch road, Fntering the woods at the south end of
Rolssesu's field, Coulter?s troops smashed HMayc's brigade, A
large nmumber of Maeyo's Virginlens threw down thelr arms, and
the remaiﬁ&ér retraated in a southwesterly direection. (When

Mayo's troops btroke, the Canfederates still held Five Forka.)




Reaching Gilliam's field, Cdbonbl Mape succeeded in partially
re=forming the portions ~»f his brigade that had survived the
dabacla, Pickett, observing the corditien »f the brigade,
ordered !layo to get across country to the Southside Railroad.
Mayo's troops reached the rallroad without further adventurse,
though "in great disorder®. =2

Besides taking a large mamber of Maye's infantry,
Coulter's troops captured MeGregor's four guns. In the fight
for the cannon, Captain MeGregor wig killed by cne of the
Union akirmishera. A large mamber »f ambulances slso fell
into the Pederals' hands at this roint, 127

Following the rout of Mayo'a Lrigade, Warren
direatad Crawford to obligque his division to the right,
Yarren wanted to place Crawfordis troops astride the White
Oak rosd to the west of Five Forks. If he could de this, the
laat avemie of yetraat open to Pickett's taak foree would be
elesed. In marehing through the wooda, Crawford’s battle -
iine was giided Yy the sound of the firing which was rolling
in from the gouthwest. (At that point, Custer's and Rooney
lea's cavalry commands wers locked in a grim struggls.) In
advaneing to the west, Crawford's laft flank passed to the

north of Five Forka, is soon aa Crawford's troops had moved
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~ff, iarren started for Five Torks., Before reaching his
destination, Warren encountered the lgt U. 3, Cavelry, riding
up the Ford's Church read. The general directed the
eavalrymen to file tc the left and mareh to Crawford's
suppoert.

‘When General Pickett saw that Mayo could not hold
his position cn the Ford's Chuweh road, he ecalled for Jeneral
Corse, He dirogted Corse to change front io the left and
deploy nhiz troops along the west gide of the Gilllam field,
“hen formed, Corse's main line of resgistance was at right
angles to the White Onk road. To attaek Corse's Virgindans,
the Tederals would have to crosa an open fisld, Corse's task
woluld be to hold this ground for as long as poasible, to
gover the eascape nf Ranmonm's, Steuart's, ard Wallace's
brigadea, 4t this time, the battered remmants of these three
shattered commanda weres pourlng westward through the woods in
“somplets disorder”, To strengthen thelr position, Corase's
troops threw up light field fortiiioations, Rocney Lee's
cavalry division, which had held itz own in ths fage of
Coulter's attacks, was in poaition south ard west of Corse's
g,reyclads_.__lzs

Gensral Mackenzia's eavalry division had advanged

on the right of the V Corps, Noving rapidly, Mackenzie's




tro~pers cut in behiml the right and rear of Munford's picket
line. The Confederate troopers gave way "wiihout much
realstance™ in the faee of Mackengie's onslaught. On two
agaasiona, however, the Rebel harsemen endeavored o make a
atand, The first time, 2 squadron of the lst Marylend led by
Captain Henry €, Frich charped and broke up the Confederate
combat patrcl, When another pocket of resistance slowed the
Union advanca, Mackenzie waved a battalion of the 5th
Penneaylvania to the attack. As scon as these Southerners had
been echttered, the march was resumed, During the coursa of
their sweap, Mackenzie's troopers bagged a large rmumber of
prisoners, who were turned over to Jarren's infantry, Vith
the advent of darkness, Mackenzie halted his ¢ommand and
reported his pesition to 3heridan, 126

It was after 9 o'sleock before Yackenzie heard
anything from Sheridan, At that time, he reeceived instructions
to heve a detall relieve the infantry of the responslbility
for guarding the ford where the Ford's Church road crossed
Gravelly Run. It was about 1C p, m, before the troopers
reached the ford and relieved the two companies of the lst
Maine that had been watching tho erossing. =27

After teing driven acrcss the Ford's Church road by
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Cromwford!s division, Manford mounted his division, Manford
then proceeded to the Confederate right, where he reported to
Pickett, Reslleing that the battle was lost, Pickett
orderad Manford to eross to the north side of Katcher's Run
ard join Fitz lee, Swinging to the west of Crawford’s lihe
of advance, Munford's troopers croassed Hatcher's Run at W,
LCabney's. Darkness had blanketed the area by the time
Mantford reported to Fitz lee, 128

when Sherldan issued orders for Warren to assault
the Rebel left, he told Marritt "that the cavalry mat
co-pperate". Preparatory to earrying out his asaigmeﬁt,
Mereritt crdered his division and brigade commorders to have
th;ir units charge the works as scon as Warren commltied his
infantrv, Since Cuater was on the extrems left of the Union
Yine, Merritt sent a staff officer o brief him on the role
hig division was to play in the acheduled agsault, Custer
wag to engage the Rebel fores on his left, while maintalning
contaet with Devin's division on his right, Custer was slso
direatsd to keap one Wrigade continvally mounted, "to make

the moat of a pursuit when the enemy was disledged from his
129

workat,

Ags soon as the first crashing volley came rolling
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in from the east, Davin led his diamounted division against
the Confederate fortifieations covering the white Cak road.
Devin had previously dismounted all of his troopers except
the lst U, 5, Cavalry, Captain Lord, the commander of the
lst U. S. Cavalry, had been alerted to keep his men in the
saddle, so they would be ready to take up the chase in case
of a breakthrough, Oeneral Merritt reportad:

The cavalry, without & moment's
hesitation, rushed into close gquarters
with the enery ... . The enexmy's
artillery in the works eommenced firing
rapidly, but owing to the woods obscuring
the view where the cavalry line was
operating, this fire was necessarily
inaccurate and ot very destruotive, A
hotter musketry fire than on this day
has seldom been experienced during the
war, Fertunately for us the enexy,
firing from breast_works, aimed high,
else the easualties in the command must
have besn very mich greater.

West of the road, Pennington’a dismounted brigade
of Custer's division alsc advanced to .tha atteck, At the
time the gttack began, Perndngton was absent, Ha was at
Custerts command pogt, which was looated near the 0illiam
house, Custer had ¢alled for Pennington to tell him to send
for his "led horses®. The general, contrary to Merritt's

orders, planped to use Pennington's brigade to support his
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attaek on the flebel right, Fefore the staff officer could

return with the "led horses®, the sournd of heavy volleys

became distinetly sudible. This indigated to the officers

that Jarren had engaged the foe, Jithin a few mimuives,

Pemnington became convineed that firing had broken out in the

sactor Held by his brigade. After assuring Pennington that

he was mistaken, Custer rode off., Scarcely had Custer

disappeared before one of Permington's staff offigers

galloped up ard informed the colonel that Merritt had thrown

his unit into the attack, Springing into his saddle, |

Pennington headed for the front, 131
Tn the meantime, Morritt's imdtial attack on

Pickett's main line of resistance had been checked when

Penmdngtonts brigade gave way, Juast as Pennington rode up,

he found his troopars ratiring in econfusion, Pemmington,

in hig "After Action Report", attributed this sethack to

three factors: The fuilure of his trigade to maintain

contaet with Fitghugh's urdt on the right, Custer's removal

of Capshart's brigade which had been posted on the left, end

finally, the faot that his men ware nearly out of ammnition. o0

The retreat of Perpdngton's rigade had expoged




trhair left, so Devin's treopers were convelled te pull back,
““nile Devin and his brigade commanders were regrouplng
their commamds, Penndington secured a fresh supply of
ammnition from Devin's diviston, A teax of volunteers led
by Captain Albert £, Houghtor, while under z heavy fire,
distributed the smmunition to the men on the battle Iine. 133

Az soon asg the btrigade commarders had re-formed
their units, the attack was resumad., ¥For a seecond iime,
Pennington's right flank faltered, This time, however,
Devin's trocpers did not £a3ll back. Inatead, they contimed
to exert preassure on the seotor of the front held by Steuart's
Virginiang and Wallaee's South Carolimians. Colonsl Forter
was an intercsted obgerver of Merritt's attaek. !He reported
that:

The natty cmvalrymen with tight-
fitting uniforms, short Jackets, anxd
small carbinea swapymed through the pine

thickets and dense urndargrowth, loclking
as 1f they had been espeeially equipped

for arawling through kmnet-holss, Those

who had megagine guns created a racket in

ti‘baapi.mmodsthatsourdadaaifaly’

couple of army corps had opensd fire,

Following Ayres' btregitthrough, the Confederates were
sompelled to withdraw a large mmber of Stenart's and Wallace's

troops from the earthworks., These soldiers were used to man
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the new defense lins which the Nebel officers had established
at right anglos to the “hite Dak road, Not until Mayo's
brigade was pulidng out of the trenches and sent to oppuse
Crawford's advance did Pemnington's blueelad troopers nake

any headway. 135

After Colonel Pegram posted his puns, he lay dowm
on the field and dropped off to sleep. The erash of Jarrents
openiny wolley awakened the colonsl with a start. Swinging
into his gaddle, Pegram raced toward the point of danger. By
the time that Pegram reached Five Forks, the Union cavalry
had joined in the attack. Pegram took his battle stotion by
the three pguns emplaced west of the Ford's Church road.

These three pleces covered the strategic crossroads. Serving
their gpuns with skill, the artillerista blasted swsy at the
oncoming bluecoats, From the dismounted trocpers there cams
a contimuous storm of mllets,

Fegram admiringly watched the contest with the
spirit that led Ceneral Heth to remark that the young colonel
wag "one of the few men who, Y believe, was supremely happy
when in battle®, Without bothering to dismount, Pagram rode
sut tetween the guns. "Fire your canister low", he eautioned

his gunners. Suddenly, Pegram pitched and fell from his




horse, "h, Gordon", he oried to his adjutant, Gordon HMeCsbe,
"Ttn mortally woundad; take me off the field."”

Adjutant HeCabe fournd thls a difficult task,
because the nionists had gelzed positions very near the guns.
¥eCabve, howevar, finally sucoesded in placing his dying
friend on a stretcher, Affter seeing that the celonel was
carried s short distance to the resr, MYcCabe returned
gomentarily to the battery. Retracing his steps, MeCaba
placed Pegram in an smbulance and hzd it started for Ford's
Depot on the Southside Railroad. ~20

The detachments left behind by Mayo, Steuart, and
Wallace (and their three supporting guna) found it very
difficult to hold the Wreastworks in the fanoe of the alashing
attacks by Devin's and Fermington's troopers. Thelr position,
however, became untenable when Griffin's infantry came rolling
in from the east, Unable to stop the advanoe of the V Corps,
the scldiers begarn to leave the rifle pits and 4drift to the
raa:;. To capitalize on the situaticn, the dismounted cavalry
echarged the works, Spearheaded Yy Fitghugh's trigade, the
dismounted cavalrymen poured over the fortifications,
Simltanemaly, Devin committed the lst U, S, Cavnlry.

Clearing the breastworks at a bound, the regulars thunderad
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off after the fleeins Confederstes, In the mopning up
oueratisns which ensued, the eavalry leaders repoarted that
thelr men captured nearly 1,000 prisonars, two battle flaps,
and two puns, Two brigades, Fitzhugh's and Pennington’s,
clained that they reached the guns first, OGeneral Merritt,
in hig "After actinn Heport™, however, gave Fitzhugh's
trigade ¢redit for this success, 137

Criffin'e and yres' divizions reached Five Forks
jmmediately af™ter the cavalry carried the position. The
large mumber of unita which had conwerged on the strategie
ercasrnada ¢aumed donsiderable confusion. As soon as
Sharidan and hls offigers had restored s semblance of order,
a ﬁursuit wag organized, Dlevin wheeled his division to the
left, and rested his right on Jriffin's division. Avras?
divigion was massed behind Griffin's, !pon the completion of
these digpositions, the Union battle line rolled westward,
The “hite Qak road served as the axls of the Federal advance, 128

Imrediately before Warren's attack, Custer had
magged Capehart's and Wella' brigades opposite the Rebel
right. In accordance with Merritt's instructions, Custer had
remounted these two unilts, 'When the sound of heavy firing in

the gast reached Custer's ears, he prepared t¢ attack, To
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cover hig advance and draw the fire of the greyolads!
artiliery, Custer directed the 15th New York of Vells'
brigade to feign a frontal attack on Corse's maln line of
registance, After the Sth Mew York had engaged the Hebal
artillary, Custer would lead Capehart's and Yells® bripades
forward and try to turn Corse's right flank, Jorss's
Virginia infantry brigade hed been reinforced by one of
Rooney lee's brigades whiah had been dismounted. 139

“hen Custer pave the word, the 15th New York threw
down fences in front of the Confederate works, Hext, the
regiment, covered by a strong foree of skirmlshers, charged
the battery. The determined New Yorkers, despits being
expoged to a "terriblse orvss.fire” from the Southern indantyy
posted in rifle plts and behind barricades, charged up to the
very mugzles of the canister-belehing guns, Pepulsed, the
lew Yorkera fell back. A second attampt to reasch the guns
alse ended in fallure and the regiment retreated, leaving =
mumber of dead ard wounded scattered on the fiald, 140

As aoon as the 15th New York had lsunched its
frontal attack on Corse's btrigade, Custer moved forward with
Capehart’s-and 7alla' comuands, Pefore the lonfederates

could shift the position of their guns, Custer's troopers had




swent arouxi their right flank. “ushing eastward, Custer
sought to gelze a position in the rear of Corse's main line
of resistance. Pafore Caster could secure his objiesctive,
liconey lee intercepted his golumn, lounted amen of the bluse
and the gray soved sbmultasneously to the attaek, The
fighting ebbed and flowed. Hooney Lee's troopers, however,
hald their position and “uster's drive to turn the Rebel
right was checked., Custer was unable to swmash Hooney lee's
command arkl cut his wav through snd join the Union forces
approaching from the esast. This must have teen very
frustrating to the aggressive Custer, bacause the roar of
battle was steadily drawing near, a eertalin indication that
‘arren wag driving the Confederates bvefore him, 141
Men “erron overtook Srawford's division, he found
the troops in position iAn the edge of the woods on the east
alde of Gilliam's field. The right flank brigede, Xelloggls,
af Crawford's division was mpssed in the timber north of the
hite Cak reoad. At the same time, Custer’s division was
being held at bay zouth and west of the field by Rooney lee's
trospers, .arren uas distressged to obzerve that Crawford's
soldiers were hesitant about moving agalnst the breastworks

held Ly Corse's Virginians on the opposite pide of the field,




"t seems thai the rapid advanes throuph the woods had
disorcanized Crawford's formations, -/hille thers had been mo
srder to halt, and nany of the junilor officers were urping
their men to rosume the advanes, the soldiers, "nnt feeling
the influence »f their enmmarnders™, refused to budge, 12
fiar allowing o few mimites for the cificers to
re.form thelr units, “arren rede into the ficld, the corps
flag in his hand, The gersral was accompanied by Caplain
Ramraurd ad the other staff members then present. s he
moved, the reneral called for those within hearing to follow
him, Fveryvhere along the front, the color-bearers and
of ficors sprang forward, Tmitting a mighty shout, Crawford's
division drove t» the attack, TIn spite of a scathing fire,
the bluecloads rolled over Corse's brigade. A\ large mumber of
the Confederates were made prisoners, ard the remainder
dispersed. Sergeant Piram A, Talavie of the 11th Pennsylvania
{Paxter's trigade} captured the colors of the 32d Virginia.
+hen within a few paces of the worka, General Jarren's horase
was shot from under him. 7o shield the reneral, Lieutenant
Colonel Hollon Richardson of the 7th Wisconsin leaped betwsen
Aarren amd~the fae, The eolonel was cut doun, badly wounded,

L
One of the general': ciderlies was also killed, %3




Tollowing the defeat of Corsets brigede, Crawford's
troops pushed westward along the “Jhite Uak road, mopplng up
scattared pocketa of resistance. The column proceeded about
ore-half mils, There were no wmore Confederates in sirht and
it had started to get dark so .arren halted the pursuit. 5%

when (eneral Plekstt ordersad Corse into position on
the west side of Gilliam's field, he directed Roonsy lee to
be prepared toe fall back toward the Southside Railroad.
Using his mounted bripade to cover hlias dismounted unit,
Rooney Ilee fought a skillful delaying acticn. The retroat
was 9low and deliberate, After the collapse of Corse's
brigade had exposed his left, Roonay lee fquiakenad the pace
of hig withdrawal, Pven then, Tuster was unable to cut off
any apprecisble mamber of lee's troopers, Presaed by
Cuater's bluecoats, Hoonay lee's ircopers paased up the W,
Tabney rosd, After crogsing Hatcher's Run, loconey lse's
Jdivieion marched to the Ford's Chureh road, where the genersl
reported to Fitz lee, Custer followed the Confederates for
about aix miles, Darkneans, howaver, finally compelled Custer
to give up the pursuit, Hetrasolng their steps, Custer's
troopers eanped upon the kattlefield. Here, Pernington's

brigade rejoined the division. s

80




The shattered remmants of Corse's, Ransom's,
Steuart's, and Wallace's lwrigades made their way through the
words and fields north of the White Cak road, ‘fter wading
Hatoher's Run, the survivors of the dissster gainsd the .
Dabney read, By the time the troops had reached the vicinity
of the Southside Pailroad, the officers had restored a
genblanoe of order. After the units had been partially
re-formed, Plokett moved his commard toward ¥xeter mills at
the mouth of “hipponocic Creek. He planned to ford the
Appomattox at that point and rejoin the Army of ¥Northern
Virginia. 146

Az soon as he halted Crawford's division, Yarren
ealled for Colonel Eankhead, The general told the gtalf
cfficar to find Sherlidan and repert what had happened, In
addition, DBankhead was to ask for fyresh instructions, hen
the colonsl returned to Warren's command post, he told the
ganeral that orders had aiready been sent, Shortly thereafter,
Colonel George A, Forsyth rode up and &t 7 p. m, handed
Warren the following message:

MaJor-leneral Warrern, comsarding
Bifth Army Corps, iz relieved from duty,
arxl will report at once for orders to

Lisutonant-Cenaral Grant, eo ing
Arwmies of the United States,
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farren's apparsntly lackadaisical attitude at the
time that he was marshaling the V Corps at {ravelly Hun
Chareh had grated on Sheridan's nerves. Commenting on this,
in his "After Acticn Report", Sheridan obaerved:

-+« Oemeral @arren dld not exert

himsalf to get up hisz corps as rapidly as

he might have done, and his manner gave

me the impression that he wished the sun

to ro down bhefore dispoaitiﬁga for the

attack could be completed,

A little later, Sheridan exploded. The incident
which triggerad Warren's relief wrs the unsteadiness shoun by
Guyn's brigade in the attack on "the return”", Sheridan
reported:

During this attack I again becone
dissatisfied with Oenerszl Warren., During

the engagesent portions of his line gave

way when rot oxpesxi to a heavy fire, and

ainply from want of confldence on the

part of the troops, which i n did not

exert himself to inspire. 2

Sheridan accordingly drafted an order relleving
Yarren of the oommand of the V Corps, At the sime time,
Sheridan dirested Griffin to take charge of the ocorps and
puszh the Rebels down the White Ork road., (Genersl Bartlett
would agsume command of Griffin's division: Pearson was to

take over Bartlett's btrigade.) By this time, however,




Sheridan and Griffin had reached ¥ive Forks and the victory
was eomplete, 130

1ittle dreaming that his rellef from the ecmmand of
his eoros had ever been thought of, “arren hastened to
syerddants ecommand poat. His objeet was to try to persuade
tTheridan to reconsider his aeticn., The reply he roceived,
tecongider? H,..! I don't reconsider wmy determinstion.” 151

. writing of Vsrren's relief, Captain Charles H,

Pter gbaerved:

Thag, on the field of battle, after
the most suooegsful day's work that he
had ever taken part in, was Jarren
deprived of the command of the corps
whieh he had commanded aince March, 1864,
and a position he had esrned by the right
of soldierly courags and brilliant
cpem%io a8 on mary flelds. Beglmidng at
eee LB Bethel, his name iz asgociated
with every field upon which the Army of
the Potomae was sngaged.

Sergeant lliam A. Menptger of tho 3¥th Masgaclmsetis
10)dyatng:

Sheridan at Five Forks with his
staf?, riding along the rear of our lines,
wmuting, "See the Sonaz of B,.,.s run!

[ Ava them H,,1, voysl!" After golng a
itile woy into the woods we came to the
par of the Rebel works, where I saw a
-~ ad behind the aame firing at our folls.
1 upsbhg on my bayonet I Jumped to the
wks and ordered him to come out; he
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locked up sand had the lmpudence, with a

amile on his face, to aay, "I wish you

would let me five thess five cartridges."

T think I swore some arnd told him I'd

put the bayonet right through him unlesa

he came out at once, and he came, wWhen

going to the rear with my risoner I saw

Genersl farven riding the sams way, tut

not ti11 the next morning did T kmow that

var great and pood 1a_aadcar]3§d been

relleved of his conmard,

It was not until a Court of Inquiry was ¢eavensd in
1287% that “arren was cleared of the grave “agcusations or

1

imputaticng” leveled against him by General Sheridan. S

Under Griffin's direstlon, the V Corps kept up the
pursult until darknesz put a stop to the day's operations.
Sheridan now issued orders for Criffin to reoall his troops,
Ayres' and Crawford's divisions were to bivouae at right
angles to the “hite Jak roaxd, facing enst; Bartlett's division
wn3d to watch the Ford's Chureh reoad. It wag about 11 p. o,
before the last of the tired infantry cnmped. +o°

Dowin's troopers, whoe had apsarheaded the final
stage of the mopping up operations on the “Yhite Oak road,
algso retraced their steps. The davalrymen apent the night on
the Widow 01lliam's plantation, 15°

By 5145 p. m., the news reached Orant that

Meakenglets division had driven aorcss the ifhite Oak road,
-




and Sheridan was about tc assault the Confedegrate position at
Tive Torks, Orant informed Meade that it pdght ba 2 good
idea to have lumphreyas wheal Mlles' division to the lefi,
Miles' seldiers would be used to oceupy the position held by
Griffin's division following the battla of White Oak road,
and thus prevent the Confederates {rom sending reinforcements
to PLekettts task force. 157

Chief of 3taff Webb lmmediately forwarded Grant's
telegran from Meade's heasdquarters to Humphrsys' oomnand post,
Humphreys, in turn, directed Miles to esryy out CGrant's
sugpestion, When Miles gave the word, his Wrigade commamders
led their troops forward, A strorg skirmish line covered
Miles' battle linc when it moved cut of the works covering
the PBoydion plank road. Niles had three brigades (Scott's,
“amsey's, and Yadill's) in front, and one (Nugent's) in
roserve. The division sucosedad in reaching its objective
without encountering any opposition, Miles' right flank
brigade {miu's) and center trigade (Ramsey's) occupled the
rifle pits which the division had thrown up ami oocupied the
previcus evening, Madill's troops were in contaet with Yott'a
on their Fight, 3cott's trigade, on Milaes! left, was poated
in the wopks eovering the “hite Oak road, which had been held

by "riffin's division on the night of the 3lat. Since his
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left flank was regting in the air, Scott refused it. Mugent's

brigade was stationed behind Scott's command, 18
A little after 4 p. m., the officers gathered at

{fieneral Anderann's headquartars heard heavy Siring toward the

wost, Tt was net long before Jenaral lee repeived his first

ineomplete tidings of the debacle, As was hls hablt when

malcing his first adjustments to a new situation, the general

in his deep woloe asked abstractedly of the cavalry officer

who had brought the nows, "Well, Captain, what shall we dol® 159
The beast General les could do was little encugh,

and it entailed new risks, He would have to rush infantry

reinforceaments to try to prevent the az_mihilat.ion of

Pickett's tusk foree. At 5:45, les ordered Anderson to semd

Bushrod Johnson and three trigades (Hunton's, Stansel's, and

Wigals) to Ford's Churah Crossing, on the Southside Rallrosd,

Forty-five mimates later, Johnscon marched with his throa

brigades. This meant the virtual gbandorment of that part of

the Petersburg defonsss within the bemd of Hatcher's Rum, 160
The departure of Johnson's command left four

rigedes (Ceok’s, Byman's, X ', arnd HcRae's) to hold

the fortifications from the Clalborne rosd to Armatrong's

M11l, A mingle regiment from Hyman's trigade and McRae's




sharpshooters were given the fask of cecupying the eartlsorka
farmerly held by two brigades - Munton's and <ise’s. 161

Colonel Porter carried the Lirst news of the
smeshing victory to Trant's headquarters, It was about 7:20
stalnsk when Porter leaft Filve Porks, as he roda off, Forter
ragalled:

The roads in places wera gsorduroyed

with eaptured suskets, Ammunition trains

and ambulaneea wers still struggliing

forward for mileg; teamsters, prisoners,

stragglers, and wounded ware choking the

roadway. The coffee-bollers had kindled

their firems. Cheers wore rescunding on

all sides, and everybody wag rlotous over

the vietory. A horseman had to pick his

way through this jubllant condition of

things as beat he eculd, sg he did no

have the right of way by any =moans,

Traveling Wiy way of the Prooks road, Torter turned
into the Boydton plank road., As the colonel rode along, his
orderly salled out %0 a group of soldiers the news of the
vietary, ‘The only reasponse he received was from one of the
men, who ralsed his open hand to his face, put his timmb to
his nose, and shouted, "So, you don't - April focl," It waa
then that Colonel Porter realized that it was April 1.

_Rasohing Dabney’s Mill, Porter found Urant and most

of hils staff sitting before 2 camp fire, Tha general was
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clad in his blue egavalry overcoat, and the ever-present clgar
wag in his mouth., 13 Porte- approached the group, he began
"ahouting the good news", Inrter remembered that:

ees in A moment all but the

imperturbable general~in-chief were on

their faet giving vent to wild

demonstrations of foy. VFor some almates

there was a bewildering state of

exgltanent, grasping of hamds, toszsing up

of hstz, and slapping of each other on

the back, Tt meant the beginning of the

end -~ the reaching of the "last diteh',

Tt peinted to paace ard homa, Digrnity

was throun to the wimds,

Crant, as expegted, asked the usual questlion, "“How
many priscners have been takeni"

Forter was hanwy to report that Sheridan's provost
marshal had estimatad that over 5,000 Cornfederates had been
captured, As Forter recalled, "thils was th= only part of ...
nal recital that ceemed to call forth a responsive
expression from ... larant'g usually funpaasivq features,”

Aftar listoring to Porter's deseription of the
battle, Crant, with searcely a word, walked inte his tent,
By the light of a fllckering c¢andle, he picked up his
Taanifold writer®, a amall book which retained a copy of the
naterial wyrittan, Aa scon as the genaral had finished

several dispatches, he handed them to an srderly to bte asnt




over the field telegraph, '‘merging frem his tert, the

ganeral rojoined the officers around the .camp fire. Grant

then remarked es coolly as if ho were making & comment on the
waather, "I have ordered an lmmediate asssult alory the lines,” 163

Plekett's task farece had bearn routed with a lose,
according to the Pederal reports, of rot less than 4,500
priseners, 13 stand of eslors, nnd € guns, Confederate dead
and weunded gertelnly did not exgeed those suffered by the
Yankeea, The Southisrners failed te subrt a retorn enumerating
their loases from the battle,

Genersl “arren stated that the ¥ Corpa at Pive Forks
aaptured 3,244 men with thelr arms, 11 regimental battle flags,
and one begun battery {Mcliregor's), with its eaissona, The
larger part of the ;risoners were captured by Ayres! and
Triffints divisions. 4 the same tine, the V Corps lost in
316, wounded, and missing 773, of which 300 were in
Crawford's division, 208 in A-res' division, ard 125 in
Criffin's division. 164

Sheridan's ard Maokengzle'z eavalry commarxis did ot
suffer very greatly in the battle, Instead of subsitting a
raturn fortheir insses in the battle of Tive Ferks, the

cavalry leadsra liated their gasunlties for the pericd from
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dareh 29 through April 9. The proportion of eavalry officers
killed and wourdsd in this battle, however, was large, 165

Pickett"s task force had been torvibly mauled, His
cavalry had suffered olipghtly; his five infantry brigades huad
bean out to pleces. The kattle of Five Forks marked the
beginning of the end for the Army of Worthern Virginia. By
thig vistory, Cepersl Grant had succeeded in crushing ‘ea's
right flank and rendered untenable the position at Petersburyg
whish the Confederates had resolutely held since the previcus
June in the face of tramendous Union pressure. lLee would now
have to svacuate the Petersburg.Richmond area and movve into
th_a field, where his men wonld not have the advantage of
eartiweorks. The Unlon superlority in manpower and equipment
could be used to their full edventage.

The Union victory had been sweeping and complets,
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