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ASST. ZOOLOGY Professor John Ruben watches 
as Student Nancy Becker uses an air-scribe to clean 
away the matrix in which the bones of this "biting 
cat" were preserved. In the background is a cast of 
the skull of an oreodont. Both fossils were unearthed 
at John Day Fossil Beds National Monument, where 
plant and animal fossils show five epochs, from the 
Eocene to the end of the Pleistocene. Superintendent 
Ben Ladd credits Ruben with locating a number of 
fossils - "a feat for which we don't have the profes­
sional capability ourselves." Dr. Ruben is a paleon­
tologist as well as a zoologist. and he has used the 
OSU lab, fully equipped for fossil preparation and 
replication, to produce exhibits that Ladd describes 
as "adding immeasurably to the park experience." 
Ladd said reproductions are being set up under 
plastic bubbles at approximately the locale where 
they were discovered, and Ruben is supplying the 
data for park interpreters to use in telling the story. 
Ruben is now available to the NPS as a consultant 
on retainer, his services including full use of the OSU 
labs costs the Park Service $3500 a year. 




