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The emphasis in this fir.;t issue of PPS is on the 
synergistic narure of the science/management pro­
cess as it operates through the Cooperative Park 
Studies Unit concept It seemed fitting then, mat the 
first words from this corner should mirror the sub­
ject of CPSU's fmm a particular park 
superintendent's point of view. 

The item comes from Fon Vancouver National 
Hisroric Site, where decay was found in king and 
gate posts and in pal isade pickets that had been 
pressure-treated with pentachlorophenal in mineral 
spirits. A wood preservation expert, Prof. Robert 
Graham of the Oregon State University faculty !made 
available through the OSU-CPSU connection! went to 
the park, detennined the exact nature of the prob· 
lem, and prescribed a volatile fungicide that would 
control the i11ternal decay. 

Surlace decay, a more difficult case, requires fur­
ther research, blJt interim control techniques have 
been recommended a!ld Supt. James Thompson is 
satisfied that the "stitch in time" could add substan­
tially to the life of these wood structures. 

"Now we know how to prolong the life of the 
wood,~ he said, "and we know too that replacement 
today would cost at least 30 percent more than the 
original construction." 

Jim recalled the help provided by Univer.;ity of 
Texas faculty and students on a contract basis to 
White Sands, NM where he was superintendent 
from 1973-78. "They helped us manage kit foxes and 
carrion consumers." he said, "and gave us priceless 
advice in dealings with the Army over placement of a 
trench for the White Sands Missile Range. 

"Put me diM'n as a believer," he concluded. 
''Flesearch pays ofW 




